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Fishing Gazette, January 8, 1887. 
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2 


Anglers in Bristol, Meeting of—Proposed 
Preservation of the Avon, 27 
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stead, Essex, 175 

Angling near London — The Elstree 
Reservoir, 30, 43 
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ALIFORNTA, A Note from, 13 
Cape Colony, Fishing in, 146 
Capture of a Large Salmon with Fly, 272 
Capture of Whales, the Recent, 137 
Carlton or Sutton-on-Trent, 83 
Carp and Bream in Leadenhall Market, 375 
Carrying the Creel, Method of, 6 
Catch, a Good, 103 
Caution to London Anglers, a, 366 
Champion Angling Club, Norwich, 227 
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Chub and Dace Flies—Roach Hooks, 46 
Church and the Sabbath, the, 256 
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Creels, 251, 258, 270, 285 

Creels—A Suggestion, 243 

Curing Salmon and Trout, and about the 
Lough Melvin Black Lake Trout, 257 

Curious Catch, a, 6 

Curious Incident, 54 


Pee Stret-Pegging 
Worm, 246 

Dagenham Reach, 55, 70 

Deal, Fishing at, 146 

Definition of an Angler 
Dr. Johnson, 298, 313 

Depth-Gauge, Another, 94, 111 

Derwent Fishery Board, 79, 277 

Devonshire, a Day’s Pike-Fishing in, 3 

Dickens’s “ Dictionary of the Thames,” 

258 

Dick’s Yarn, 326 

Did Izaak Walton Smoke? 325 

Disclaimer, a, 181 
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Aberdeenshire Dee, 247 

District Visiting Lists, the New, 21 

Donkey Fur for Salmon Flies, 243 

Don, the—Muggie Moss Dam, 285 

Don’t Hurry, 202 

Don't Worry, 178 

Dove, a Note from the, 152 

Dove Trout, the Four-Pound, 173 

Dredging for Prawns, 146 

Dressing Lines, Recipe for, 46 

Dropsical (?) Trout, a, 257 

Dry and Wet Fly-Book, the, 68 

Dry Fly-Fishing (Prize Essay), 343 

Damfriesshire Esk, Notes on the, 207 

ATON, Mr. G. J., 
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E Eyed-Hooks, 130 

Eden Fishery Board, 94 

Eden, Illegal Fishing and Poaching in 
the, 136 

Hel Culture in Tanks and Ponds, 174 

Eels at Deptford Creek, 272 # 

Eels, to get rid of, from a Pond, 21 

Egg Paste for Trout, Chub, &c., 195 

Electric Bait Lubricator, an, 314 

Elliott Brothers’ Annual Dinner, 27 

English “ Silk ” Lines, 6, 21, 34, 55, 69 

Escape from a Shark, an, 356 

Esk (Midlothian) Angling Improvement 
Association, 4 

Ethics of Angling, Some, 77 

Evening Rise, the Joys of an, 189 

Explanation, an, 111 

Extension of Time for Netting Salmon, 
328 

Hyed-Hooks, an Edinburgh Angler on 
the, 34 

Eyed-Hooks, 20 

Eyed-Hooks, a Devonshire Angler on, 144 

Eyed-Hooks and Cane Rods, 6, 20 

Eyed-Hooks, Hooking Power of, 5 

Hiyed-Hooks, Mr, G. J. Eaton and, 144 

Hyed-Hook, the, and the Ideal Hook, 20 

Hiyed-Hooks, the Holding Power of, 19, 
34, 355 

Eyed Salmon Hooks, 242 
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Ferow, is the, a Distinct Species ? 192 
Ferox, Photographs of, &c., 229 
Feroz v. Fario, 229 
ero v. Photography, 298 
Fight between Swans and a Pike, 6 
Fight with a Salmon, an All-night, 91, 106 
Fireside Meditations, 311, 325 
Fishand Fishing in New Zealand, 185 
Fish and Fishing, Mr. Willis-Bund on, 233 
Fish, a Simple, 116 
Fish Culture, 245 
Fish Culture in the Ouse, 270 
Fish Culture—The WHowietoun Fishery, 
Stirling, N.B., 349 

Fish-Eating Birds of the Norfolk Coast, 17 
Fish Eating Weeds, 341 
Fish Parasites, 146 
Fish-Poisoning, 13 


Fish-Poisoning in the Eden, Extensive, 
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Fish Roe an Illegal Bait, 341 

Fisheries Preservation Association, the, 
110 

Fisheries, the Lea Farm, 173 

Fishery Act, Conviction under the, 180 

Fishery Department, a, 68 

Fishes’ Reasoning Power, 199 

Fishing and Hunting Raid on the Border, 
a, B44 

Fishing at Brandon, in Suffolk, Parti- 
culars about the, 181 

Fishing Coats, 313 

Fishing Creels or Boxes, 271 

Fishing for Pollack, 1, 77, 317 

FISHING GAZETTE Tournament, 
Sixth, 180, 203, 228, 344 

Fishing in Connemara, Expenses of, 49 

Fishing in the Ouse, 298, 314 

Fishing in the Ouse at Huntingdon, 286 

Fishing Match in the Regent's Canal, 256 

Fishing near St. Neots, 375 

Fishing Reel, Antiquity of the, 352 

Fishing Reels and Fishing Yarns, 375 

Flies, some, from Ashbourne, 178 

Flies with the Hook-Point turned up, 136 

Fly-Fishers’ Club, the, 301 

Fly-Fishing for Mullet, 111 

Fly-Fishing for Salmon (Prize Essay), 105 

Fly-Fishing for Trout with the Wet Fly, 
the Best Method of (Prize Hssay), 62, 
203, 228, 242 

Fly-Fishing Incident, a, 5 

Foreign Woods for Rods, 55 

Foster's, Messrs, Fluttering or “ Reverse 
Wing” Flies, 178 

Fowl Hooked Fairly, 152 

Francis, H. R., Esq., M.A., 290 

Free Translation of Guyet’s French Lines, 
a, 357 

Friendly Anglers, the, 70 

Frogs under Water, 41 

Full Lochs and “ Spent” Locks, 116 


the 


AFFING, Methods of, 272 
German Fishery Association, the, 66 


| Ghurney’s, Mr, R., Testimonial Fund, 


272 

Giants, 40 

Gladstone, Mr., and his Correspondents, 
89 

G ance at the Old Pool, a, and Angling 
for Tench in Still Waters, 148, 163 

Glasgow Wanderers Angling Club, 361 

Golden Perch and Azurine Chub, 243 

Gorge Bait-Fishing, 229 

Gorge Fishing, 373 

Grantham, Angling at, 193 

Grayling and other Flies, some, 68 

Grayling-Fishing, &c., at Tenbury, 228 

Great Bustard Skins—A Good Word for 
the Bickerdyke Rod-top Ring, 373 

Great Eastern Railway, 18 

Great Lake Trout Controversy, the, 172, 
192, 230 

Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, 228 

Gribble, Mr., on Hook Numbers ana 
Hook Bends, 312 

Gross-Weight Competitions, 27 

Gross- Weight Prizes, 5, 55 

Grove Ferry-on-Stour, Angling at, 132, 
145 

Grove Ferry-on-Stour, near Margate and 
Ramsgate, 6 

Growth and Habits of Salmon, the, 241 

Gudgeon-Fishing, 136 ’ 

Guide to the River Tees, a, 249 

Gun, how to Burst a, 173 


ALFORD, MR. FREDERIC M., 65 
Handbook on Roach-Fishing, Best, 
83 
Hat, a New, for Anglers, 1 
Hatching Codfish Eggs, 66 
Hayer’s, Mr., 91b. Trout, 6, 21 
Henley-on-Thames as an Angling Resort. 
367 
Herefordshire and the Welsh Wye, 270 
Hereford Wye License-Holders, 299 
“ History of Howietoun, the,” 362 
Hon. Geoffrey Hill’s Otter Hounds, Three 
Days with the, 143 
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Hook, a Good, 296 

Hooking a Big 
Run, 283 

Hooking and Holding Powers of Eyed- 
Hooks, Practical Testimony to the, 101° 

Hooking Power of Byed-Hooks, 5 

Hook-Makers and Hook Numbers, 241, 
242, 300 

Hook Numbering and other Items, 312, 
340, 341 

Hooks, and How they are Made, 193 

Hooks in Wrong Places, 69, 101 

Hooks, to Prevent, Sticking in Landing 
Nets, 117 

Horatio Ross, Sportsman, 360 

“ How and Where to Fish in Ireland,” 
249 

How Friend H. went Fishing for Bream 
and Caught a Pope, 302 

How to Put a Worm on—A Wormery, 69 

Hoxton Brothers Angling Society, 115 


Salmon -a Four-Mile 


| baarese a Report from, 29, 108 
Illegal Fishing in the Lugg at Leo- 
minster, 269 

Iilegal Netting on the Wye, 286 

“ Tllustrated Handbook of Victoria,” 223 

Improved Derbyshire Trout Reel, the, 
41, 54 

Information Requested, 6 

Ink River, an, 235 

Treland, a Note from, 110. 282 

Trish Notes, 11, 25, 39, 55, 88, 101, 115, 
129, 143, 152, 171, 181, 227, 244, 269 

Islay, N.B., a Note from, 172 

Islay, the Lochs and Rivers of, 274 

Items, Various, 257 

Izaak Walton, 203 

Izaak Walton and Winchester Cathedral, 
241, 257 


jE DR. W. T., Death of, 63 

eo} Johnson’s (2) Definition of an Angler, 
340 sd 

Joys, the, of an Evening Rise. 189 


Ke ZPING Minnows in Air-Tight Jars, 
300 

Kelso-on-Tweed, Sulmon Fishing at, 152 

Kelts Feed in Fresh Water, 82 

Kent, Bela, Winster, Leven, and Duddon 
Fishery District, 192 

Kewell and Sons, Messrs., 191 

Knot for Eyed-Hooks, Another, 172 


AKE District Conservancy Board, the, 
347 
Landing a Trout in Mid-Stream made 
Easy, 57 
Landing-Net, Dressing for a, 132 
Land-Locked Salmon, &., 359 
Landlord, the, and the Hel Lines, 172 
Landlord, the, on the Lodden, 150, 202 
Lay Sermon, a; or, all about a River, 59 
Lei Farm Fisheries, the, 173 
Lea, Restocking the River, 319 
Lecture on “Fish” at Worcester, 283 
Lee, the, South of Ireland, 235 
Legering for Carp in Stil Waters, a few 
Cursory Remarks on, 65, 121 
Life-Boat Work, a Year of, 18 
Light Penetrate Water, low Far dogs, 218 
Lines, Red Deer's Fat for, 18, 54 
Lines to a Piscatorial Professor of Mathe- 
matics, 125 
Linlithgow Fish 
Season at, 27 
Littie, Mr. A. J., 64 
Local Movements of the Salmonide, 209 
Loch-Fishing, Eyed-Hooks and Rods, 19 
Loch-Fishing, Length of Rod for, 5 
Loch Leven, 373 
Lock Leven Trout, 315, 330 
Lochs and Rivers of Islay, the, 274 
Loch Skene, 316 
Locb Trout Query, a, 101 
Lodden, the River, 136 
Lowestoft Fisheries Exhibition, 180 
Lugg, the, at Mortimer’s Cross, 215 
Lugg, Three Days on the, 176 
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Hatchery, Hatching 


ACNEB, Death of Mr. James, 166 
Mahseer, an Adventure with a, 249 
Mahseer-Fishing in India, 61, 83 
Malloch, Mr. P. D., 366 
Manchester Fishing Lines, the, 45 
Manley, Rev. J. J., Death of the, 62 
Manning, Mr., and Mr. Crumplen, 7 
Maps for Anglers, most Useful, 66 
Marvellous Basket of Trout, Capture of a, 
14, 41 
Marvellous Baskets, 54 
Mascalonge, a Noble, of 1858, 202 
Match-Box, a Novel, 165 
Medway, the, as an Angling River, 147, 
175, 190, 207, 234, 276, 316 
Mohair, White, 243 
Monmouth, Fishing near, 172 
Monster Roach, 202, 230 
Month’s Fishing in the West Riding, a, 
330 
Morris’s Eclipse Live-Bait Spinner, 175 
Mousetrap, a Novel, 355 
Mr, Looker-On a-Christmasing, 368 
Mr. Pritt, it Does not Fit, 355 
Mud-Fish, Amongst the, 55 
* My Life as an Author,” 60 
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New “ Multiplier Cisting ” Reel, 33 


New Piscatorial Patents, 41, 55, 89, 96, 
117, 137, 151, 193, 213, 249, 395, 328 

New Reels, 235 

New Zealand, Fish and Fishing in, 185 

New Zealand, Trout in, 19 

Night-Jar, the, 11 

Norfolk Rivers and Broads, 14 

“ North-Country Flies,” 192 

Notes, 4, 19, 31, 45, 61, 80, 93, 107, 122, 
135, 150, 165, 179, 191, 205, 220, 234, 
248, 263, 277, 23%, 305, 318, 332, 347, 
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Notes on the Rod-Fishing, &c., on Scotch 
Rivers.—Spring and Summer, 1886, 
164, 177 

Notes on the Yorkshire Esk, 325 

Nottingham, a Note from, 21, 41, 111, 132, 
216, 229, 341 

Numbering Fish Hooks, 302 

Numbering Hooks, a Uniform System of, 
22), 257 

Numbers of Hooks, the -Eyed Salmon 
Hooks, 312 


CTOBER Salmon and Salmon Kipper- 
ing. 297 
Ozden’s, James, New Blue Mahoe Rod, 93, 
103 
On Classic Ground, 340 
Optics of Angling, the, 325 
Orange River, Cpe Colony, 132 
Orchy, the—Informatioa for Anglers, 7 
Ormesby Broad, 49 
Ouse, Huntingdon, Fishing in the, 40, 54, 
69, 243, 258 
Ouse near Sb. Ives, the, 314, 341 
Ouse Waters, the Hiring of the, 7 
Otley Acrostic, an, 132 
Overscaig, a Query Respecting, 216, 230 
Overseaig Fishing Reports, re, 285 
Oysters, Artificial Propagation of, 67 


APER-KNIFE Poems, 165 
Peckham Brothers Angling Society, 
272 
Peel-Fishing, 339 
Pennell’s Limerick Bend Tapered Shank 
Salmon Hooks, 130 
Perch in Geneva Lake, 69 
Perch, Large, 19 
Peterborough, Angling at, 217 
Photography and Comparison of Species 
in Fish, 286, 327 
Photography and Truth, 243 
Pike, a Fine Take of, 313 
Pike, a Good Take of, 309 
Pike-Fishing, a Day’s, in Devonshire, 3 
Pinkiness, 174 
Piscatorial and other Attractions 
Walton-on-the-Naz2, 108 
Piscatorial Society, the, 45, 235 
Pith, 21 
Places for S2a-Fisking.—Filey, 152 
Poisoned Rier, a, 177 
Pollack, Fishing for, 21 
Ponder’s End, Fishing a4, 216 
Ponder's End Station, Tickets to Anglers 
from, 41 
Ponder'’s End, the Peg-Down Sweepstake 
at, 229 
Poor Kingfisher, a Word for, ) 
Prawn-fshing for Salmon, 172, 189 
Preseriptions for Tcout Fishermen ducing 
the Duli Winter Months, 191 
Private Waters, Fishing in, 123 
Prizes given for the Tournament, Notices 
of, 66 
Prosecution by the Bradford Waltonian 
Angling Club, 148 
Prosecution by the Severn Fishery Boxrd, 
193 
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AILWAY Concession, Further, 21 
Ramsgate and Grove Ferry, Fish- 

ing at, 139, 151 

Recollections of a Veteran Fly-Fisher, 15, 
161 

Recollections of the Blackwater, co. Cork, 
237 

Red Deer’s Fat for Lines, 18, 54 

Red-Fleshed Trout in Perthshire, 311 

Red Worms, Small, Wanted, 21 

Reels, New, 235 

Reel, the : a Song for an Angler’s Dinner, 
46 

Reminiscences of the West of Scotland 
Angling Club, 35) 

Re-Numbering of Hooks, the, 35+, 355 

Report, a Remarkable, 54 

Richardson’s Tension Reliever, 25 

Kickmansworth, Fishing at, 6 

River, a Poisored, 177 

River Arun, Netting the, 131, 139 

River Reports, 9, 23, 37, 51, 73,85, 99, 113, 
127, 141, 155, 169, 183, 197, 211, 225, 
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Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE.—Excursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver: 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal green, London-fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 1s. 9d., is. 6d. 

For full particulars see Bills. 

London, July, 1886. ~ 
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LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 
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JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered. Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 
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The Offices of the Mission have been Removed to 
: 181, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, EC. 


Sir EDWARD BIRKBECK, Bart., M.P., Vice-President. 
4 C.S. READ, Esq., Chairman of Finance Committee. 
E. J. MATHER, Esq., Director. 










The spiritual and philanthropic effort organised in 1881 on 
behalf of the thousands of Smacksmen who, with very brief 
4 intervals of rest, are engaged all the year round in the Deep- 
Sea Trawling Fleets has, by the blessing of Almighty God, 
proved of the utmost value. S1x Mission Vessels are cruis- 
ing amongst the North Sea Trawling Fleets. 12,000 smacksmen are engaged all the 
year round in providing our tables with fish. These men, who for us toil through 
furious blast and sleety storm—who hazard their lives and fall victims, hundreds of 
them, to the pitiless waves, that markets at home may be well supplied—may rightly 
claim some small share in the privileges we so richly enjoy and so highly prize, 
THIS THEY CAN ONLY HAVE THROUGH THE 
PRESENCE OF THE MISSION VESSELS 

Carrying to the fishermen the message of Divine mercy and pardoning love, bringing 
the pleasure of books to while away the weary hours, affording relief in case of sick- 
ness and injury, and cheering and brightening dull and monotonous lives by their 
presence and ministry. The Director will gladly attend drawing-rooms and other 
meetings to tell the story of the interesting work and exhibit his Dissolving Views. 


Gifts of Books, Tracts, and Periodicals are most acceptable. The demand for Mittens 
and Mufflers being very great, the Director will send samples to any ladies willing to 
assistin supplying them. FUNDS are GREATLY NEEDED to enable the Mission 
to place a Vessel with each of the 12 Fleets: 

N.B.—The Offices were removed to the present address in December last. Attention to the 
change will save much trouble, time, and expense tothe Mission. 
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SCOTCH & IRISH, 
THE FINEST THE WORLD PRODUCES 


40s per Dozen. 19s. per Gallon. 


NET CASH WITH ORDER ONLY. 
There is nothing Finer than this to be had at any Price. 





As Sample, a Single Bottle will be sent 
Free by Parcels Post, on receipt of 3s. 4d., 
or the Whisky may be tasted at the follow- 
ing Address between the hours of 9 and 6, 
Saturdays 9 and 2, 3 
GRIERSON, OLDHAM & CO., 


28, MARTIN’S LANE, CANNON ST., LONDON, E.C. 
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panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unles 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in Londoa 
and the Provinces, 








TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
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THE ESSAYS. 
WILL those gentlemen who have sent Essays be good enough to 
send us their full names and addresses, and mention subjects on 


which they have written ? We find a difficulty in tracing the 
writers in some instances where a nom de plume has been adopted. 





A NEW HAT FOR ANGLERS. 


Mr. J. A. CAMPBELL, hatter, 1, Grainger-street West, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, sends us a new hat which he has patented. It is of excellent 
make and shape, very light, very cheap, and provided with a stiff 
grooved tweed band. This band fits neatly over the usual band, and 
is made s;ecially for winding fly and other lines on. It can be 
removed at will, and this is a great advantage. It is a mistake to 





use a stiff hat when fishing; a soft tweed is far more comfortable, 
and in astrong wind a stiff hat is an instrument of torture. Hitherto 
it has been difficult to keep a fly line on a soft hat. Mr. Campbell 
gets over this difficulty very effectually and simply by the stiff 
grooved removable band, a distinct improvement on anything else 
of the kind we have seen. Mr. Campbell makes the hat in two 
qualities, and on receipt of No. or size wanted, sends them either for 
4s, 6d. or 6s. 6d. to any part of the country. We hope he will have 


a large sale for them. 
‘CE LR OE SE SR Ete TE SOO STR TE 


FISHING FOR POLLACK. 
By “E. G.” 
(Continued from page 314.) 


THE lines for fishing in shallow water should be of horsehair, 
either reversed—knotted, or continuously spun ; but without leads. 
Here I may mention that you cannot use these’ latter with the 
pipe leads at intervals, as they will get foul in the most awful 
manner. Whena Jead is put on, it must be at the extreme end. 
However, in the shallow water, no weight is required on the line. 
If there is no long weed, put four to five fathoms of annealed 
copper wire, with a swivel at the top and bottom, the upper one such 
as is sold for mackerel lines, and the lower of the smallest size, to which 
attach 2ft. of double, and a yard of single, salmon gut, and any bait you 
choose on one line; on the other have three or four flies. In the daytime, in 
these shallow places, you will, unless the water is slightly discoloured, get 
mostly small fish ; but in the dusk the big ones will often be tempted by the 
white eel or flies. If there is much long ore weed, do not use wire, but put on 
instead, first, four fathoms of plaited, undressed, Nottingham silk line, such as 
is used in pike-fishing when throwing from the reel, and then three fathoms of 
twisted silk line. Wells, of Sussex-street, Nottingham, makes this. It is laid 
up rather closer than the ordinary stout barbel line, is very strong, and possesses 
a greater amount of elasticity. I forget what he calls it. I will find out, and 
mention it, if possible, in my next. Single gut should be used with this, and 
care must be taken to have it weaker than the silk, so that in case 
of a foul with the weed it will carry away first. This is a 
thing which is not sufficiently attended to by fishermen. I have seen 
double and even treble gut put on to fine silk snooding with most disastrous re- 
sults to the upper part of the gear, when the user had the ill-luek to get hold of 
the bottom. Inthe autumn there are sometimes immense numbers of small 
pollack and coal fish in shallow, weedy places, and any number may be caught ; 
once, when using eight flies, I hauled in one on each hook. The crack pollack- 
fishers look down on the pursuer of these small deer ; but if you have a lady 
with you, or a man who suffers from sea-sickness, you can in this way show them 
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some sport in smooth water close to the shore when the wind is blowing from the 
land and there is a lop outside. This plan, too, is very useful if you want bait 
for the eyening’s conger-fishing in the autumn, for you will often get a lot of 
josseys—as small mackerel are called—one of which, in combination with a little 
pollack or two, will form an excellent conger bait. The lines without lead and 
with wire snoods will work well in water up to four fathoms if you lke to use 
them ; but when it is over, it is best to have those with the pipe leads—that is, if 
you are using artificial baits, as when going at any pace the light lines rise too 
near the surface. This is not, perhaps, of so much consequence at those times 
when there is much “bait” about—‘‘bait” is the name given to the fry of 
different species of the Clupide, which are at times to be seen in immense 
shoals along the coast. When they are about the pollack and other fish which 
prey upon them swim high, and the lighter lines will then have the best chance. 
I once went out in a heavy boat with a friend and two ladies ; we rowed, they 
looked after the lines, which were of horsehair, with no lead and 
wire snooding—the baits large red rubber eels. We pulled round 
and round a_ small rocky island, where in many _ places the 
water was deep (it ran from two to eight fathoms) ; but wherever we went 
there were the fish. Ina short time they caught 132. pollack, a Tom cod, and a 
gurnard, when they were so wet and tired we had to put them ashore, and as 
the boat was too heavy for one to pull we had most reluctantly to give it up. 
Had we been able to go on we should, I believe, have made one of the biggest 
takes on record ; as it was, we ought to have been satisfied, for the fish ran from 
3lb. to 91b., there being only one small one. In this case there was a great deal 
of bait about, and I expect the pollack were getting rather tired of it, and so 
welcomed the red eels as a change. When I first used them in this locality, for 
the first season or two the fish took them very freely, but after a time they went 
off, and then the band baits with Babies seemed the most attractive. It is very 
strange how soon fish seem to find out about artificial baits ; that they do in 
rivers is well known. For example, when the Spoon first came out, how well it 
killed in the Thames ; so did the Tassel bait ; but as soon as these were much 
used the fish seemed to find out their inedible qualities. This is easy to under- 
stand in the case of a limited space of water like a river ; but that it should be 
so in the sea is very extraordinary—it is almost enough to make one think that 
fish have some mysterious means of communicating with each other. It is not 
only in the place above alluded to that I have noticed this. In another, for a 
time all the rubber baits killed very well; but now, except at night, they are 
but little use, and no one can make anything like a decent catch unless they 
use natural bait. Flies, though, seem to be taken as well as ever, which is a thing 
very difficult to account for, unless it is that one is continually changing the 
patterns, and so presenting a novelty before they have thoroughly understood the 
deceitfulness of the first. 

One word about flies. The smaller fish are mostly taken with them, except at 
night, though sometimes in the day good ones will be had. The best pollack T 
ever took on a fly weighed a little over 91b., but as a rule you will get more 
under 2lb. than over. 

From what I have seen, though, I think that it is probable if very large flies 
were used heavier fish would be taken; but in that case only one, or at most 
two, must be used. I have come to this conclusion from what I have done with 
very large bass flies when rod-fishing. However, on the whole, I think that it 
is best to keep to the old plan, and use three or four of a moderate size, for 
pollack of 1b. to 2lb. show very fair sport when they are well on the feed. It 
is always to be remembered in favour of flies that so many fish will take them, 
especially mackerel and grey gurnards. I have made fine takes of both these, 
and have also taken horse mackerel, and in a few instances allice and twait shad, 
and even wrasse. 

I shall have something more yet to say on this subject when I come to rod- 
fishing from a boat. 

I now come to what—the living sand eel excepted—is, in my opinion, the 
best of all the natural baits—namely, the rag-worm. These are found in mud, 
and are principally got in tidal harbours; but are to be found in any places 
along theshore where there is mud, or a mixture of that and sand or comminuted 
shells. As they reside, as a rule, in particularly evil-smelling quarters, I do not 
‘recommend those of my readers who have “ queasy ” stomachs to try for them. 
It is, in fact, in any case nasty and back-aching work ; and as there are plenty 
of boys at all seaside places willing to dig them for a few coppers, it is far 
better to buy them. They vary in price in different localities, but about 6d. or 
8d. will generally purchase enough for some hours’ fishing. There is a great 
difference in size also ; two or three will sometimes do for a bait, but if small— 
perhaps not more than an inch and a half long—as many as eight, or even ten, 
will be required. When they are so little it isa good deal of trouble to put 
them on the hook. The best way is to let one crawl on the end of the fore- 
finger of your left hand, then stab it with the point of the hook as near the 
head as possible, and slipping your thumb up to the place where it is impaled, 
push it up the hook with thumb and forefinger ; this will require a little 
practice, and also it is necessary that the skin of your finger should be pretty 
thick, which, however, will soon be the case when you have done a few days’ 
rowing, and if done properly the prick of the hook will not be felt at all—that 
is, unless you choose to job the point through the worm in a violent and un- 
necessary manner. The operation should be performed quickly and with a light 
hand. The large ones may be held between the thumb and forefinger, and then 
hooked through the head. 

There is another worm which is often found in the same places as the red 
rag worm, but is white in colour, and larger, sometimes several inches long; it 
is also found in clean sand, and is then of more delicate appearance. 





Some 
think these white worms better than the red, and though in rod-fishing for 
various kinds of fish from the rocks I have, if anything, found them rather 
the best, Ido not like them so well for whiffing for pollack as the red ones, 
especially in very bright water. There is another worm—a Nereis—called com- 
monly the Soldier worm ; these live in the same whelk shell with the Soldier 
crab, and are very artful in stealing his food when he has cut it up ready for 
his own meal. (For description of this see Gosse, “ The Saltwater Aquarium.”) 
The Soldiers are taken in the crabpots, and in dredging and trawling. If you 
tell the boys on board the boats they will save them for you, and charge 
about a penny a dozen; crack the whelk shell with a stone, and be very 
careful how you break the extreme end—the worm will be found there, 
curled up in a very small space. It is amazing how a worm, perhaps 5in. long 
and jin. broad, can stow himself away in the small end of a whelk shell. They 
are a magnificent bait, and worth a little trouble and expense. Hook them 
through the head ; and do not be afraid of their trying to bite you, which they 
generally do ; unless they take hold between your fingers where the skin is thin, 
you will not feel them. They will live some time if kept in a cool place, but 
soon die when exposed to the light ; therefore, only take them out of the shells 
as you want to use them, also reserve them for the places where you expect to 
find big fish. If you use them where there are a lot of rock pollack, they will 
nibble them to pieces as fast as you can put them on. 

A word or two about these rock pollack. From their peculiar colour—which 








is sometimes brown, with blue or purplish reflections, also copper-coloured, 
greenish brown, and even black—they are often thought to be of a different 
species to the common pollack, especially as many small pollack are of the same 
colour as the adult fish ; it is, however, only a question of colour, which they get 
from living among the red and brown seaweed. Directly they get larger, and 
begin to stray about, they lose their colour. Jt is very seldom that you see them 
more than 40z. or 5oz. ; but, in one instance, I took one over 41b. I have both 
caught and seen thousands of these fish ; but this is the only instance of a large 
one that has come under my notice. It was captured in a very weedy place—a 
sort of deep pit in the rocks, which were nearly dry at low water in spring tides, 
and it is probable that, finding plenty of food there, and, perhaps, being of 
indolent habits, he’ had never cared to stray from the home of his infancy. 
remember directly he was hooked he bolted into a hole, and when at last E got 
him out, his nose was all torn and bleeding from his efforts to rub the hook 
out. 

This dodge of trying to get out the hook is a favourite one with heavy fish, 
and too often proves successful ; if you examine the gut after a break, you will 
often see it frayed where they have rubbed it between their jaw and the rock. 
Many people think it is done with their teeth ; but I believe this to be the true 
explanation. 

The rag worms should be washed clean and put in a box. This must be of 
wood, pitched at the seams to render it watertight, and a cleat nailed under one 
end, so that the bottom may slope, and so let the worms crawl up out of the 
water when they like; when you give them any fresh salt-water always drain 
away as much of the old as possible. They do not really require very much, 
as in their natural habitat they are sometimes at neap tides for a week 
without the water flowing over them. I prefer to give them a drink for an 
hour or two and then drain the water away from them, I believe they keep 
best in this way, for if there are any dead or broken ones among them, they will 
very soon poison the water and also the other worms. Of course I don’t mean 
that you should let the worms get absolutely dry ; but as the lid of the box 
should fit very tightly, the moisture from the wood will be enough to prevent 
this for many hours if they are kept—as they must be—in a cool place ; ona 
brick or stone floor is the best. These remarks apply to their preservation 
ashore, and the box for keeping them should be three or four times as large as 
that you carry to sea. When you are fishing keep them as much out of the 
sun as you can, and give them water often ; it isas well to put a dozen or so out 
in a shallow receptacle for immediate use. This is better than putting your 
hand in the bait-box every time you want to bait; contact with hot fingers is 
injurious to them. These bait-boxes may be got from Brooks, of Stonehouse, 
or Hearder, of Plymouth. The cost of one the size to take to sea is, I think, 
about 2s., free by post. 

(To be continued.) 





SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 


OF SCOTLAND.—XXI. 
By W. Murpocu. 
THE. UGIE (ABERDEENSHIRE), 
(Continued from page 344.) 


THIS river has two sources or head streams, which take respectively 
the names of South and North, or Muckle and Little Ugie. These 
uniting, after performing a separate run of from 17 to 18 miles, form 
the river Ugie. 

The southern branch rises in the bare uplands or hills of Bonny- 
kelly, in the parish of New Deer, and, meandering in a south- 
easterly direction for 224 miles, falls into the sea at Inverugie, 
about a mile and a quarter north of the town of Peterhead. 
From source to debouchure, in a direct line, the distance is a little short of 
18 miles. The northern branch has several sources from which it springs—in 
the higher westerly parts of the parishes of Tyrie and Aberdour, and, after a 
rather winding S.8.E. course, blends its waters with the Muckle Ugie in the 
haughs of Rora, about 54 miles from the sea. 

The sources and courses of both these streams are wholly in Aberdeenshire, 
except where the northern branch bounds for about six miles, two detached 
portions of Banffshire, and intersects a comparatively narrow strip of the 
same county. The fluvial territory of the Ugie may be estimated at 140 square 
miles, and the minimum discharge of water into the sea at from eight to nine 
million gallons daily. 

The Ugie waters drain the following parishes, or portions of them—viz., 
about one-half of the parishes of Peterhead and St. Fergus, the parish of Long- 
side, and the northern slopes of Cruden ; the western parts of Lonmay, and the 
greater portion of the parishes of Oldand New Deer ; the most of the parish of 
Strichen, and parts of the parishes of Tyrie and Aberdour. Perennial springs 
and affluents of the river abound in the several parishes named. : 

The Ugie has a number of good trouting tributaries in which small trout of 
excellent quality are very numerous. The chief affluent streams are—of the 
Ugie, the Collieburn and the burn of Alehousehill in Peterhead ; the Burnmill 
between St. Fergus and Longside ; the burn of Faichfield at Mains of Buthlaw. 
Of the South Ugie, the burn of Lisnhart at the village of Longside, and of 
Clola, or the Quhomery, at Inverquhomery ; the Crichie and Benwall’s burns, 
and the Bruxie or Tillypestle burn, in Old Deer ; the burn of Old Maud at the 
village of New Maud ; and the burns of Culsh, Auchreddie, Whitehill, and Broom- 
hillin New Deer. Of the North Ugie, the burn of Denend between Lonmay 
and Strichen, and of Kindrought and Borrowhill in Strichen ; the burn of 
Auchentumb and the New Pitsligo, or Denburn, with several smaller tributary 
streams from the uplands of the parishes of Tyrie and Aberdour. 

A great deal of free fishing can be obtained on the Ugie by or without asking 
permission, and in scarcely a single case where it is necessary to apply for liberty 
is any difficulty experienced in obtaining it. The larger riparian owners and 
chief proprietors of the river are Colonel Ferguson, of Pitfour ; Mr. Fordyce, 
of Brucklay Castle ; trustees of the late Mr. Baird, of Strichen ; Mr. Russell, 
of Aden; Hon. ©. J. H. S. F. Trefusis, and the Lairds of Longside and 
Cairngall. 

Being a very late river, the Ugie is of little importance from a salmon angling 
point of view, as the strength of the run of fish comes on too late in the season— 
only a week or two before the close of the rod-fishing. In spring the fish show 
no inclination to enter the river ; but in summer, were it not for the nets, a 
fair number would doubtless ascend. The sea-nets reap much the best harvest, 
as by the By-law of 7th March, 1865, which determined the estuary of the 
Ugie, fixed nets are allowed to fish within 200 yards of either side of the 
mouth of the river. Commenting on this point, Mr. Archibald Young, 
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Inspector of Salmon Fisheries, remarks that it is therefore ‘‘not unnatural to 
suppose that the proximity of these nets may have something to do with the 
very small proportion of fish that ascend the river.” The netting results indi- 
cate that early in the season exceptionally few fish frequent the coast-line in the 
Ugie district. Some seasons, of course, are earlier than others, but in even the 
earliest seasons remarkably few spring salmon are caught in the month of March. 
The grilse begin to show about June, and from that time till the end of the 
season the bulk of the net-caught fish are captured in the sea nets. In 1880, 433 
salmon and 462 grilse were caught ; in 1881, 433 salmon and 725 grilse ; in 1882, 
380 salmon and 313 grilse ; and in 1883, 422 salmon and 615 grilse. The netting 
season, which is the same as in the case of the Ythan, extends from 25th 
February to 10th September. The usual slap, or open time, from 6 on Satur- 
day evening to 6 on Monday morning, to admit of the fish ascending, is observed. 
Most of the grilse run from 3lb. to Glb. in weight. Shortly before the netting 
ends a good many heavy salmon are caught. Few, however, exceed 301b.. The 
heavy fish undoubtedly belong to the-second or late migration, which in autumn 
takes-place in all rivers of note on the east coast south of the Ness, From the 
last week in September onward to the 31st of October, when the rod-fishing 
ends, fish continue to ascend, provided sufficient fresh water to encourage them 
up enters the sea. All along the various stretches from the sea to Balus Bridge 
on the South Ugie, and Gaval Bridge on the North Ugie, fish are every, or nearly 
every, year plentiful by the middle of October ; but in most seasons the lower 
of these stretches are generally well stocked a fortnight or three weeks earlier. 
Moved by spates, the fish continue to ascend higher and higher up the river as 
the season wears on. 

On the Ugie the worm is the deadliest and most extensively used bait for 
salmon. Fly and minnows, natural and artificial, are also used, but with far 
less success. The river in many parts is dour to fish, and the bulk of the salmon 
are dour too. Late in ascending, they are too near the spawning to incline rising 
freely from the depths of the slow-running pools in which most of them lie till 
within a short time of getting on the redds. A bait, consisting of a couple of 
large lob-worms, is their dainty bit, and if that chances to be refused, they are 
not ina taking mood. The salmon-fishing is very unsatisfactory, so much so 
that it is not worth the trouble of travelling any distance to obtain it, as, bar the 
uncertainty of scoring at all, four or five fish at the most would be all, unless by 
a mere chance, one could expect to capture in a week’s time fishing in even the 
best part of the season, and on the best stretches of the river. 

Colonel Ferguson’s fishery is let to rods. It embraces a much larger extent of 
the Ugie waters than belongs to any other proprietor. The upper stretches are 
unsuitable for salmon-fishing ; but the Ugie on the north bank, the South Ugie 
on the north bank, from the Bridge of Balus downward, and the North Ugie, on 
both banks, down from the Bridge of Gaval—about twenty miles in all of salmon 
water—can be fished the whole season on payment of £2 2s., or the sum of 10s. 
for a month, to Mr. Ainslie, factor, Pitfour, by Mintlaw. There are several mode- 
rately fair salmon casts in which fish are caught during the month of October— 
two or three on the Ugie, one or two on the North Ugie, and a famous one on 
the South Ugie, between the railway bridge, a mile and a half below Long- 
side and the point where the South and North Ugies unite. | This long, 
deep stretch is always capitally stocked with fish during the back-end. 

A good many otters frequent the best stretches of the river at the time that the 
fish are most plentiful, and the harm they do to the fishery is very great. For 
one thing, they greatly injure the fly-fishing by driving the fish out of the 
streams into the very deep pools. When otters are about the fish never take 
well ; indeed, even in fishing with worm, it is little use trying a pool for several 
hours after an otter has left it. Hvery year a great number of spawning fish 
are destroyed, as when the water is low and the redds covered the otters find 
them quite an easy prey. If by all and every means—hunting, trapping, 
shooting—the otters were properly kept under, there is every reason to believe 
that the salmon-fishing would be greatly improved. Five or six fine, healthy 

_salmon at the spawning, found in a morning on the river’s bank in the space 
of a mile is only a fair sample of the depredations of the otter during a single 
night. It is scarcely possible to realise the extent of this destruction of fish 
life. 

Nightly raids on the fish run up to spawn in the upper waters, and small 
streams are made by clodhoppers and others during the month of November. 
Furnished with torches, and armed with leisters and long irons, these mischievous 
fellows go in bands, and more for the fun of it than anything else play great 
havoc amongst the spawning fish. This reprehensible practice, which is known 
as “ black-fishing,” is only too extensively carried on. 

“There are several dams on the Ugie waters, but none of them materially 
obstruct the ascent of fish. The By-law with regard to hecks is not strictly 
observed, and the water from the mills during the weekly close time is allowed 
to pass into the river through the by-wash sluice instead of being sent over the 
dam.” The consequence is that the fish cannot ascend ; but not to be baffled 
many force their way up to the mill wheel, and the moment the water is shut 
off are left spluttering about behind the wheel, only to be nicked in a twinkling 
by parties on the outlook for sport / 





A DAY’S PIKE-FISHING IN DEVONSHIRE. 
By H. Ciurrrorp TAMAN. 


My state of mind as I sat one morning in the apartment of my humble chamber, 
which did duty as breakfast, dining, and drawing-room, devouring the economical 
but mysterious sausage, preparatory to setting out to perform my daily round 
of toil in the City, was, to put it mildly, anything but angelical. The postman 
had brought three missives for my perusal—one from my tailor, betraying a 
great anxiety to know when that little account could be conveniently settled—a 
point on which { was quite as doubtful as he was; the second from a big 
brother, inquiring whether my intentions were strictly honourable—another point, 
L regret to say, on which I was very doubtful ; and the third from an obliging 
stockbroker, who had undertaken, with a disinterestedness which I thought did 
him the highest credit, to make my fortune in about three days. This gentle- 
man’s news was also peculiarly cheerful, as he informed me that the shares 
which I had wanted to rise had fallen in price, and those which I wanted to 
fall had risen. 

My cup of misery seemed full to overflowing, and I was deliberating on the 
most aristocratic method of committing suicide, when a timid knock came to 
the door, and in reply to my growl of ‘‘Come in,” the red head of hair, pro- 
fusely ornamented with curled papers, which constituted the particular pride 
of the interesting young female who performed the duties of maid-of-all- 
work downstairs, was thrust in at the door, and lower down a dirty red 
hand appeared holding another letter, in reference to which she informed me, 
with the total disregard of grammar that was a marked feature of the young 
damsel’s speech, “As ’ow missus ‘ad hopened hit by mistake.” When, on taking it, 
I recognised the handwriting of him who was once my old school chum, then 







companion as medical student, and now the Esculapian authority in a beautiful 
little Devonshire village, it struck me that if ‘“‘ missus” had read it she must 
have read something which must have surprised and interested her. However, 
on reading the letter myself, I found that it was entirely free from those little 
reminiscences and anecdotes in the narration of which my friend took such a 
delight, being unusually short and laconic. After informing me that, with 
his usual luck, everybody was enjoying splendid health in the village, and that if 
an epidemic of cholera, or measles, or whooping-cough, or some other virulent and 
infectious complaint did not break out soon he should be a ruined man, he went 
on to say that, having nothing else to do, he had been looking out for some fishing, 
and had succeeded in discovering a piece of water where nobody ever fished, and 
where he was told there were some tremendous pike. It belonged to a neigh- 
bouring farmer, and he wound up with a fervent appeal to come down and join 
him in the first trial. 

One moment’s consideration, and a yell which would have done credit to a 
Comanchee Indian on the war path announced that it was to be done. Stocks, 
tailor’s bills, and honourable intentions were all forgotten, and I was as “the 
war-horse sniffing the battle from afar.” It has always been my impression, 
though, that the war-horse which sniffed the battle from afar had considerably 
the best of the game. 

I should imagine that a battle sniffed from afar, as compared with one 
affording opportunities for closer experimenting with the nasal organ, was as 
Kugene Rimmel’s to a rag-and-bone shop. This is a degenerate age, and glory 
with a bullet through the liver is at a discount. The next night the express 
train bore—not Czsar and his fortunes, but an angler, whose only anxiety 
was the welfare of a splendid lot of Thames dace, which were contained in a 
large bait-can in the guard’s van, and who, taking advantage of afew stoppages, 
exhibited the pluck and fortitude which only an angler could exhibit, by 
sacrificing the precious three minutes usually devoted to the consumption of 
Scotch whisky to procuring some fresh water for the bait. 

There is an old Latin proverb that ‘nothing is quicker than time,” and 
although I had not relished the idea of four hours’ railway travelling, the time 
seemed to have passed very quickly when I found myself seated in my friend’s 
“sanctum sanctorum” engaged, while blowing great blue fragrant clouds of 
tobacco smoke, in giving a description of the Malloch winch, the wonderful 
American reel, the forthcoming Fisuinc GazeTtr Tournament at Richmond, 
and all the latest piscatorial news. 

Then we discussed our prospects for the morrow, and came to the conclusion 
that if the frost held we should have to break a hole in the ice to get at the 
water. 

Luckily, this dismal foreboding was not destined to be realised, for when I 
threw up my window next morning a warm west wind was blowing, which had 
effectually removed all traces of the frost. A hasty breakfast was made ; the 
bait-can, rods, creels, &c., put into the dog-cart, and away we went at a spanking 
pace for Farmer Cox’s domain, as happy and jollyas, when boys at school, we had set 
off with apennyworth of vile tobacco and a wad of brown paper toenjoy forbidden 
fruit in the’shape of cigarettes. Then, however, neither happiness or enjoy- 
ment lasted very long. 

A three-mile drive across country, amongst the charming scenery of Devon- 
shire, affording some splendid views, and sometimes a glimpse of the blue sea in the 
distance, brought us to the farmer’s little homestead, and a bonny blue-eyed 
lassie, his daughter, came out from beneath the old-fashioned porch and gave 
a curtsey, and a cheerful ‘“ Good-morning, Doctor,” as she recognised my 
companion. She was closely followed by her father, who, after making us 
taste his brewing of cider, undertook to guide us to his water, and taking up our 
big bait-can as lightly as though it were a feather, started off at a round pace. 

On reaching the water, I found it was a good-sized lake, nearly surrounded by 
willows, under which the water lay dark and still, giving promise of great depth 
even near the bank, and this surmise I found to be correct on trying it with the 
punt-pole. Our host told us that the tench having their homes in the holes 
round the banks were ‘ eye-openers.” 

After fixing the venerable old punt in what looked like a warm corner, having 
a bed of decaying rushes along one side, and willows, &c., fringing the other, we 
commenced to rig up, and I found, I regret to say, that my friend had not got 
rid of a habit which is rightly deprecated by all good fishermen—that of using 
the live gorge bait. However, he persisted in doing so, notwithstanding my 
arguments, and I put a lively dace on a ‘‘ Jardine” snap-hook—one of the best 
ever invented, with which a fish is rarely, if ever, missed, if struck at the right 
time. The only thing is that it requies to be thrown out very steadily, or a 
jerk is apt to so loosen the hold on the bait that it works off. 

The two red tops of our floats were dancing on the water almost simul- 
taneously, and a small betting transaction took place as to which would disappear 
first, which was soon decided in my favour by one float alone remaining on the 
surface, and that one my friend’s. One second to get the line a bit taut, and 
then I let him have it. For a moment I thought I had missed him, then came a 
feeble little pull, and I commenced to wind in. J had got about half my line in, 
and had seen my fish, a baby jack, when suddenly there was a tremendous com- 
motion among the rushes alongside which he was coming up to the punt, and 
then came a sudden stoppage, as firm as though I had got hung up round some 
snag under the water. I was about to give vent to a word which denotes 
wrath, under the impression that this was the case, when my pull to obtain release 
was answered by a fierce tug and rush, which made me quickly repeat the stroke, 
for I guessed, as was, indeed, the case, that a patriarchal old pike had been 
indulging cannibalistic desires. When, after a glorious struggle, lasting over 
twenty minutes, giving one minute and taking the next, my friend succeeded 
in gafting the unnatural old monster, we found that he was fast qualifying for a 
twenty-pounder, acorpulence to which, no doubt, many a cousin, and, perhaps, 
even a son or a daughter had contributed ; and as he lay there, with his long, cruel 
jaws convulsively opening and shutting, I calculated that his absence would render 
things more peaceful and pleasant among the watery denizens of that pool. 

Strange to say, that, with the exception of a small three-pounder taken by 
my friend, and which had to be killed owing to the gorge hook being swallowed 
so far down that it was only possible to recover it by the aid of a knife, that was 
the only fish we took durmg the day—a circumstance, I should think, chiefly 
owing to the snow water. However, with the aid of a cold chicken, &c., pipes, 
and an occasional drop of the “craythur,” we managed to get through the day, 
and I was by no means delighted when I found myself the next day once again 
amidst the noise, smoke, fog, and dirt of London. 





HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Old Sores, Wounds, and Uloers.—The readiness with 
which Holloway’s unguent removes all obstructions in the circulation of the vessels and lymphatics 
explains their irresistible influence in healing old sores, bad wounds, and indolent ulcers. To insure 
the desired effect the skin surrounding the diseased part should be fomented, dried, and immediately 
well rubbed with the Ointment. This will give purity to the foul blood and strength to the weakened 
nerves—the only conditions necessary for the cure of all those ulcerations which render life almost 
intolerable. Nosooner is this Ointment’s protective powers exerted than the destructive process 


ceases, and the constructive business begins—new, healthy growth appears to fill up the lately painful 
excavated pit. 
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Mr. F. M. Hatrorp sends us the following note, which we have much 
pleasure in inserting :—‘ Dear Mr. Marston,—Why multiply names unneces- 
sarily ? Your ‘Light Buff Dun’ has always been known by the name of its 
inventor, and when you hear that it is the only one to which his name is 
attached, I think you willlike to note this in next week’s ‘F. G.’ It is called 
(and I think Holland knows it by that name) ‘ The Little Marryat.—Yours 
very sincerely, Freprric M. HALrorp.” 

We are much obliged to Mr. Halford for putting us right ; we certainly have 
no desire to multiply names. Sir Randall Roberts did not know the fly by any 
particular name. We have often used it, and long since held it in great esteem, 
and now that we have its distinguished pedigree shall esteem it still more. 
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Our Oxford correspondent, ‘‘The Cherwell Otter,” reports great mortality 
among the crayfish in the Thames and Cherwell. The crayfish seems peculiarly 
susceptible to epidemic disease. Of late years in many parts of Germany, 
France, and Austria the important crayfish farms have been visited by a pest 
which is as mysterious and more deadly than the cholera. Oxford anglers 
lament the loss of crayfish tail bait for chub. Our correspondent says peeled 
boiled shrimp is used as a substitute, but it is a poor one. 
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A Paris correspondent writes :—“ There lies before me as I write the report 
of the Seine Conservancy for the year 1884. Under the heading of ‘ Animals 
Found in the Seine’ during the summer of that year, I find 3,929 dogs, 349 cats, 
1,916 rats, 191 fowls, 130 rabbits, 23 pieces of meat, eight geese, three turkeys, 
two wild boars, two sheep, one goat, one pig, one calf, one monkey, and eight 
fishes. During the many years that I have watched the anglers while out book- 
hunting on the quays, I have never seen one live fish, however small, caught. 
And yet these quays were crowded early on Monday morning (June 14) to 
celebrate the opening of the angling season. There was joy depicted on every 
face of these gentle worthies of the rod, old and young, and their joy is incom- 
prehensible seeing that it is surely doomed to end in disappointment. I have 
met the same faces over and over again; with some of their owners I have 
become familiar—nay, friendly. One among them I have assisted in deciphering 
Izaak Walton, and his gratitude is lasting—at least, in intent. He has promised 
to invite me to a fish dinner of his own catching. The promise was given three 
years ago ; my legs have not found their way under his mahogany as yet, but I 
am certain that the tiniest gudgeon safely landed will be immediately followed 
by an announcement that the feast is spread. My prospective host is a man of 
birth and breeding ; he has a very extensive knowledge of the literature of his 
own country ; he converses fluently and instructively upon most subjects, save 
politics. He abhors the name of the latter. I have never dared to ask him 
outright whether he has ever caught a-fish. I know he would not tell m2 a 
falsehood ; the truth might be too painful to reveal.” 

* * * * * 

During a recent holiday in Dorsetshire we had some very good sport with’a 
fly invented by Dr. Sanctuary, of Salisbury, and called after his name. It is 
illustrated and described in Halford’s ‘ Floating Flies,” and is made in all sizes 
by Messrs. Eaton and Deller, of Crooked-lane, E.C. On days when we were 
uncertain what fly to use, we frequently found it answer to take refuge in the 
Sanctuary. When fished wet it is a fair representation of the larve of many 
water flies. 

* * * a cay 

It seems that the Hon. W. Warren Vernon, while fishing on his preserves at 
Monen, Mandal, hooked a small salmon of 8lb. in heavy strong water, and after 
playing the fish for some time, and when just on the point of gaffing, the fish 
recovered himself and made another dash across the stream. Some difficulty was 
then experienced in bringing the fish back, and the angler was much amazed on 
discovering that a second fish had taken the bob fly, a splendid fellow of 141b. 
After ahard fight, both fish were cleverly gaffed by the boatman, who receiveda 
present of 10 kroner in consequence. It might be mentioned that the Hon. Mr. 
Vernon and his friend, the Hon. G. Elliott, in their first week’s fishing got fifteen 
fine fish, total weight 1871b. 
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A correspondent sends us the following extract from an Amsterdam news- 
paper of the 18th inst. :—‘‘ Yesterday morning a fisherman, J. Bosma, was 
fishing in the Meuse, near Rotterdam, with a casting-net for small fish, when he 
caught a salmon weighing 33+ kilo. (about 65lb. English). ‘This fish was sold in 
the market at Kralingen for 35 guilders (about £3.) 

* * * * * 

Mr. Longley writes: “ Mr. T. Roebuck, a member of the Castle Piscatorials, 
has just weighed in a very fine take, caught with one rod before 10am. It 
included one tench, 2lb. 120z. ; one perch, 1lb. 1130z. ; four rudd, 2lb. 240z., 
2lb. 20z., 2lb. 1oz., lb. 11d0z. respectively ; two roach, 1lb. 9oz. and lb. 402. 
respectively ; thirty-two rudd, weighing 33lb.; and thirteen roach weighing 
9]b. 60z., making a grand total of 571b. 11402.” 

* * * * * 

Veryientertaining is the July number of “ Illustrations,” edited by Mr. Francis 
George Heath, the saviour of Burnham Beeches, and author of so many books 
on the delightful subjects, ferns and trees. Mr. Mason Jackson, Art Editor of 
the Illustrated London News, contributes an illustrated and very interesting 
article on ‘ The Infancy of Pictorial Journalism.” 

* * * * * 

Our readers need not fear a reopening of the great ‘‘ eyed-hook” controversy 
—the question of shape and method of attachment, &c. All we wish is to get 
a practical answer to the practical question, ‘“‘Do you find the eyed-hook holds 
fish as well as a hook whipped to gut?” In other words, “ Do you kill as large 
a proportion of fish after striking and pricking them with the eyed-hook as with 
the other?” We do not care what eyed-hook or what fastening you use. Of 
course, if you never use a hook whipped on to gut you can have no means of 
judging. It does not matter a red cent to us what hook anyone else uses. We 
only asked for the information to see if our own experience was confirmed or 
not confirmed by the experience of others. Dr. Hamilton, who only last year 
became a convert to eyed-hooks, writes that he has lost more fish this season 
(using eyed-hooks) than he ever did in auy season of his fifty years’ experience 
of hooks on gut. Such testimony as this amply justifies our suspicions as to the 
holding power of the eyed-hook. Wedo not say it never holds—we have killed 
scores of trout with it this season ; but that it misses fire oftener than the hook 
whipped to gut. No theories can answer such a question ; only considerable ex- 
perience and practical trial of one against the other, and this we have given them. 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIHS for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT.) 








ESK (MIDLOTHIAN) ANGLING IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, 
InsriruTeD May, 1885. 


(Extracts from ‘‘ Rules ” and “ Report.’’) 


THe objects of the Association are:—(1) To preserve and improve, for 
angling purposes, the fishings in that part of the River Esk which is between the 
Duke of Buccleuch’s policy wall (known as “the Duke’s Wall,”) and the sea at 
Musselburgh ; (2) to lease the salmon and trout-fishings in said part of the 
river, and also, if at any time so decided, the net fishings in the sea; (3) to 
prevent illegal and unfair fishing, encourage and promote fair and sportsmanlike 
angling, and increase the stock of fish in the river ; and (4) to acquire all rights 
needful, and do all other things incidental or conducive to the foregoing 
objects. 
The Association’s waters are as follows :— 


Beat 1, or the Upper Water, from “the Duke’s Wall” to the Inveresk Paper 
Mill Weir, Musselburgh. 

Beat 2, or the Lower Water, from the Inveresk Paper Mill Weir to low water 
tide mark. 

A ticket for the season shall be issued to each member of the association, 
applicable to both beats, in respect of his annual subscription of one guinea. A 
limited number of tickets shall be issued, applicable to beat 2 only, as follows : 
—Season tickets, 15s. each : also short period tickets, as follows :—For the week, 
5s. each ; for the day, 2s. 6d. each. Tickets for the season, for local working 
men in Musselburgh and parish of Inveresk, applicable only to beat 2, 2s. 6d. 
each. 

The Association’s waters shall open for rod-fishing on 11th February, and 
close on 15th October in each year. 


Fish Pass.—It is gratifying to report that the pass erected by the Inveresk 
Paper Mill Company has been a marked success, and that large as well as small 
sea-trout have been seen ascending, and showing in the upper beat of the Associa- 
tion’s waters. In the South Esk fish have been seen at various points, and taken 
by rod and line as far up as Newmill’s, Dalkeith. The cummittee venture to 
express the opinion that it would add materially to the success of the present 
scheme were fish-ladders put into the various weirs of the Esks, so as to pass the 
migratory fish into the upper and purer waters. It is there that they naturally 
spawn, and there the ova, as well as the young fish, are safe from the disastrous 
influences of pollution still at present affecting the middle and lower reaches of 
the two rivers, and their common continuation seawards. 

State of Water.—As mentioned in the proof circular, his Grace the Duke of 
Buccleuch is taking steps to provide against pollution of the North Esk, by 
examination of the appliances and arrangements at the various paper mills on 
the upper portion of that stream, and the committee are sanguine that when the 
beginning of next fishing season comes round, improvements will have been so 
far advanced as to insure cleaner water, and so both enhance the pleasure of fish- 
ing, and induce more fish to come into the river. 

6, Hill-street, Edinburgh. J. BARKER DUNCAN, Int. Secy. 


[The club already numbers over 50 members, and there is not a shadow of a 
doubt it will immensely improve the fishing.—ED. ] 





NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION. 


THe annual general meeting of the members of the National Fish Culture 
Association was held on Monday last at their offices at the Colonial and Indian 
Exhibition. The Earl of Annesley presided, in the place of the Marquess of 
Exeter, who is indisposed ; and amongst those present were Sir Philip de Grey 
Egerton, Sir Albert K. Rollit, the MacLaine of Lochbine, Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley, Mr. Henry Ffennell, Rev. C. F. Steward, Mr. W. Burgess, Mr. 
Richardson, Dr. Brunton, L. M. Casella, T. F. Burrows, T. R. Sachs, E. Jex, 
C.C. ; C. E. Fryer, and A. W. Maconochie. Mr. W. Oldham-Chambers, F.L.S., 
Secretary, read the report, which stated that the operations of the Association 
during the past year had been successful, and had been considerably widened by 
the action of the American Government, who had presented valuable consign- 
ments of fish ova to the Association. Various grants. of fish had been made to 
the Thames, Severn, Lea, Dee, and the public waters of Bury, Congleton, 
Nottingham, Portsmouth, Stamford, &c. The Fish Culture Establishment of 
the Association was now in working order, and contained valuable fish of the 
Salmonide tribe. Several attempts had been made to forward live soles to 
America for acclimatization, but they had not succeeded. Another attempt 
was to be made next autumn to assist the United States Commissioners of Fish 
and Fisheries in their endeavours to propagate flat fishes. (Cheers.) 

The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the report, stated that owing to the 
non-success of the Inventions Exhibition, the Association had been severely 
crippled as regarded finances. The Association had grown rapidly, and was still 
growing ; but, like individuals, it could not thrive without nourishment, and its 
development, therefore, must be accompanied with a corresponding amount of 
support. His Lordship expressed the hope that the Aquarium would be main- 
tained after the present series of exhibitions terminated, as an Aquarium in 
London was much needed. e 

Sir Philip de Grey seconded the adoption of the report, and Sir Albert K. - 
Rollit, in supporting the motion, dwelt upon the necessity of educating the 
minds of fishermen in their calling. He had organised meetings for this purpose, 
and Mr. Oldham-Chambers had delivered addresses of a very able and interesting 
nature, and, from a literary point of view, displayed great ability. He thought 
Mr. Chambers should extend his sphere of action in this direction. 

The report was then unanimously adopted, and the Chairman moved that 
Lord Exeter be the President for the ensuing year, and that Mr. T. Spreckley 
and Sir Albert K. Rollit occupy the position of Chairman, vice Sir Edward 
Birkbeck, lately resigned. This was likewise carried. 

Mr. Ffennell moved the election of members to constitute the Council, 
which were the same as last year with the exception of two additional members 
—viz., Mr. T. R. Sachs and Col. Legh, who were elected in the places of Mr. 
R. B. Marston, Editor of the Fishing GazettE, and Mr. T. Andrews, who had 
unfortunately been compelled to vacate their seats on the Council. 

The motion having been unanimously carried, Sir Albert K. Rollit moved - 
that Mr. W. Oldham-Chambers be the Secretary of the Association during the 
ensuing year. He felt sure no words of his (Sir Albert’s) were needed to com- 
mend the motion to the meeting. It was well known that Mr. Chambers had 
striven hard to raise the standard of the Association, whose members knew well 
was the right man in the right place. (Applause.) 

Mr. Chambers, in a few words, thanked the meeting for the confidence they 
had placed in him, and assured them that he should continue, as in the past, to 
promote the best interests of the Association. (Cheers.) 

The proceedings then terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chairman. 











Jury 3, 1886. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 5 


rr ESS 
PS SSS ASSETS = S-— ~~ = = eho RRS cca aac RINGS GG Ie Gate een eS SSS ssectesnssa/ 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A, HuTon (Maidstone Angling Society),—The fish is undoubtedly a roach rather out 
of shape. Internal parasites often cause distortions in fish, 








CORRESPONDENCE, 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


HOOKING POWER OF EYED-HOOKS. 

Sir,—As I observe you ask the opinions of fly-fishers who have practically tested 
the hooking power of eyed trout-hooks, I have no hesitation in assuring you that, 
in my experience, they both “hook” and “hold” at least as well (if not better than) 
any of the old-fashioned hooks lapped on to gut. Repeated trials of one against the 
other leave no doubt whatever in my mind on this point. 

Their other advantages have been well summarised by your correspondent 
* Trutta,” whose favourable judgment I cordially endorse. 

As in your correspondent’s case, however, my remarks apply solely to Mr. 
Cholmondeley-Pennell’s hooks with turn-down eyes, bought from Farlow’s, and 
manufactured, I believe, by Messrs. Harrison and Bartleet. 

Thaveno faith in any of whatyou justly call the “ordinary eyed-hooks of commerce,” 
the eyes of which are for the most part turned up—a principle to which I have the 
utmost objection—and so large as to be both unsightly and incapable of attach- 
ment by the Jam Knot. 

LT inclose my card.—I am, X&c., 


June 28, BLUE UPRIGHT, 





_Srr,—May I ask for space in the FISHING GAZETTE to give my experience of the 
holding power of eyed-hooks and hooks on gut? 

Being theoretically an unbeliever in the eyed-hook, I resolved, in a recent visit to 
Scotland, to put the matter to a practical test, and, with this object in view, purchased 
three or four dozen flies on turned-up eyed-hooks. These flies, being admirably 
dressed, rose no end of yellow trout. The very small percentage, however, of trout 
killed was, to say the least, appalling. I missed so many, and pricked only others, 
that I began to think my hand, from long disuse, had lost its cunning. Andit was 
not until I had captured eight trout that I could free myself from the imputation. 
Extracting the hook from these, I found that out of the eight there were five which 
had the hook fast in the tongue, thus proving that the eyed-hook could only be 
depended upon when the fly was taken well into the mouth. That there is a fault 
somewhere in its penetrating power appears to be certain. I leave, however, to 
ot oe ig the consideration of the mechanical principles which would demonstrate 
the fault. 

With flies tied on gut the same size and pattern as the eyed-hooks referred to, the 
holding power of these hooks was at once apparent. The majority of the trout were 
hooked in the under jaw, just where the eyed-hook seemed to fail penetrating. 

Many have been the reasons given in the FISHING GAZETTS# and elsewhere by 
the devotees of the eyed-hook why it should have preference, but all of these are 
worthless when the holding power of the hook is suspected, and actually found to 
be inferior to the hook tied on gut when put to the practical test. 

It has been advanced in favour of the eyed-hook that it is more’ economical, that 
the flies are not so liable to flick off when casting, and that the jam knot isa 
more secure fastening than the gut attached to the hook in the old system. With 
the last of these assertions I fully concur. I fished two days with a Greenwell’s 
Glory without requiring to retie the jam knot, and at the end of that time, before 
the drawn gut broke at the eye, the steel yard I was testing it with registered within 
one ounce or two of three pounds. This is the only merit the eyed-hook appears to 
possess, But the question might well be asked: Is it an advantage to have the gut 
more secure at the head of the fly than at any other pointin the casting-line? When 
in striking a trout a whole cast of drawn gut with three eyed-hooks disappears, one 
is apt to wish the weak point had been a little nearer the head of the fly. 

With regard to the question of economy, surely it is a false economy that would 
save a few pence and lose half-a-dozen or a dozen trout in a day’s fishing by using 
hooks which have so obviously a fault in the holding power.—I am, &c, 

Manchester, Ei He 





Srz,—I commenced to use eyed-hooks (turned-up) almost exclusively this season, 
and I have never, during my nearly fifty years’ experience lost so many fish after 
apparently well hooking them. Does this arise from the eye (either the turned-up 
or turned-down) not being in a direct line with the shank? Thestrike does not act 
direct on the centre, and the hook does not get firmly attached ; the pull also, when 
playing the fish, not being straight.—I am, &c., 

June. EDWARD HAMILTON, M.D. 

[Dr. Hamilton’s experience bears out our own rather startlingly. He informs us 
he will continue to give the hooks a good trial, taking note of results. We hope 
other anglers will do the same.—ED. | . 


A FLY-FISHING INCIDENT. 

S1r,—A somewhat strange occurrence (an account of which might interest some 
of your readers) happened to me the other day, whilst fly-fishing a river in my 
neighbourhood. 

I had hooked a moderate-sized trout of about Hb. in a deep pool, on the lee-side of 
a large rock, and, whilst drawing him out of the water, I suddenly became aware of 
something rushing at my captive trout—very much in the way an otter might have 
done, but missing it by overshooting its mark. Having landed my trout, I naturally 
enough threw again over the same spot, in the hope of fathoming the mystery, but 
did not move anything, when, on making a cast a yard or two lower down the pool, 
I hooked another trout of the same size, and thisagain was laid hold of, with greater 
success and equal ferocity. 

The music of my reel and the bending of my rod told me that I was fast in some- 
thing more than a small trout, and that “something” I soon found out to bea 
trout of leviathan proportions, The fact of my tackle being fine,and my rod a light 
10ft. trout one, impressed upon me the necessity of using as little force as possible, 
and of trusting to time to overcome his piscine scruples to form acquaintance with 
terra-firma. From the feel of the rod I felt convinced that he was firmly on, having, 
in all probability, gorged my trout, and taken my line and hooks withit. At this 
point I took out my watch and noted the time—a practice I invariably follow when 
salmon-fishing the moment I hook a fish. Most unfortunately I had neither landing- 
net nor attendant with me, and the river being closed to the public, and in an out- 
of-the-way part of the country, there was not much likelihood of anyone turning 
up to assist me. The bank, too, was high, and precluded any possibility of landing 
him on the near side ; to cross was equally vain, the pool being deep. My only 
chance would be the providential appearance of the keeper or some shepherd whom 
I might send for a gaff or landing-net. Meanwhile, my fish kept pulling away, keep- 
ing me giving and taking in line alternately. Had not my tackle been very good, 
it must, of necessity, have given way; for my rod was bent into semicircle form, 
There was some awkward water just below—huge rocks and strong rapids, and, if 
he left the pool and went down, the odds would be greatly against me. The same 
course of reasoning must have struck the fish, for, at this juncture, he madea 
desperate rush to the tail of the pool, and in spite of all my manceuvring to keep 
him up, rushed madly down the rough and rapid stream as though he had been a 
201b. salmon. There was but small hope that my tackle could resist the force of the 
‘current, especially as the stream continued rough for close upon a quarter of a mile. 
Eventually, however, I succeeded in getting him into the pool below, and had just 


taken bearings of my surroundings, and marked out the most likely spot to land 
him—for my hopes were, for the moment, in the ascendant, after closing success- 
fully so severe and protracted a tussle. But fortune is ever fickle in all that relates 
to life, but especially so in matters piscatorial, for at this moment away came the 
line, intact, with its full complement of hooks, but without the much-coveted prize. 
The effort of making such a run with so much pressure had, I suppose, caused him 
to. disgorge the trout from sheer exhaustion, The play occupied thirty-five 
minutes, 

My feelings were. of course, indescribable, and rendered even more so when, on 
looking round, I perceived the keeper within hail of me. Had he only turned up 
sooner, I might have had another tale to tell. Sighs and regrets, however, avail not 
in such circumstances (a lesson I have frequently been taught in my angling ex- 
periences), and, in order to dispel them on the present mortifying occasion, I lit my 
pipe, that everlasting resource, and my disappointed feelings soon vanished in 
smoke,—I am, &c., ARE 





TROUT-FISHING IN TASMANIA. 

S1r,—I have just seen, on my return from a three months’ run on sick leave to 
Tasmania, ‘‘ Hexton’s” letter in your issue of 13th March last. It might interest him to 
know that I found the scenery, especially of the southern portion of the island, 
picturesque and varied, the climate temperate, equable, and bracing, and, thanks to 
the accorded permission of A. H. Bisdée, Esq., The Court, Hutton, Weston-super- 
Mare, the fishing on the Shannon, which near its origin runs through one of his 
estates, excellent ; the trout, true Salmo fario, taking the fly—natural and artificial 
—sportingly. 

The Shannon, a beau ideal salmon and trout stream, rises in the central plateau of 
the island, draining the Great Lake. After a rapid course of some 30 miles it joins 
the Ouse, and the united waters fall, as its largest affluent, into the Derwent, near 
the little township of Rugby, about 35 miles distant from Hobart. Itis well stocked 
with yellow trout, averaging 131b., some attaining an enormous size (one of 15lb. 
was exposed for sale in the town of Bothwell, in Nov., 1885) ; but salmon have not 
as yet made their appearance in the river. Steps have been taken to introduce 
them, which, if successful, will not only afford splendid sport to Globe-trotting 
anglers like myself, but, at no far distant date, largely enhance the value of the 
landed properties through which it flows.—I am, &c., 

J. RocHE RAHILLY (Surgeon-Major, M.S.) 

Fatehgurh, N.-W.P., India, April 20. 





GROUND-BAIT FOR BREAM. 

S1r,—Will you kindly inform me what is the best ground-bait to be used for 
bream ?—I am, &c., J. HOLDEN. 

(‘Lhe best ground-bait we have tried is made simply by soaking a few crusts of 
bread, mashing up a few boiled potatoes, and then mixing all withsome pollard meal 
into a sort of dough. If you fish with worms, add a dozen or two well-scoured 
smallred worms. We think Mr. Burgess, of Great Malvern, is going to bring out a 
prepared ground-bait mixture. The great thing about ground-bait is to use it always 
fresh, and not to overdo it.—ED. | 


LENGTH OF ROD FOR LOCH-FISHING. 

Sr1z,—Some time ago I observed a note in your paper on the subject of the correct 
size of rod to use in loch-fishing, and there it was stated that the question was 
merely one of taste and custom, some noted anglers using a light, some equally 
famous Waltonians a heavy rod. 

For a long time I used a 15ft. rod, under the impression that it gave me more 
“purchase ’ in every sort of way—in casting, striking, and playing. There is some 
truth in the notion in so far as the last of these three processes is concerned ; but to 
my mind, a light 10ft. rod is the very best for loch-fishing from a boat. I have 
become a most thorough convert to light rods since the middle of May ; my last 
five days have yielded 321 trout (92lb. 30z.), all killed with a small and exceedingly 
light 9ft. rod, which I used for burn-fishing so far back as ’74. 

Let anyone experiment with a 15ft. double-handed rod in a loch, and with a light 
10ft. single-handed rod, and they will find that the amount of physical energy 
expended in plying the former becomes at times positively painful ; you require 
to stand and work hard. At odd periods you must rest, for I have often felt the 
constrained position exceedingly painful, especially about the hip-joints. 

With a light one-handed rod fishing becomes a positive comfort, even when fish 
are “dour” and refuse to move. Continual casting, like watching your dog’s work, 
is no toil but a pleasure. The glitter of your cast in the sunlight, and its gossamer 
touch in the water, becomes part of your pleasure ; while its sweep before it falls 
becomes a positive curve of beauty, and a thing to be lovingly admired. You can 
sit, chat, and fish, while all the time you seem to be making no physical exertion of 
any kind. It is just like having to write so many formal invitations to dinners in 
the one case, and simply bidding by word of mouth some jovial guests in the other. 

As for striking fish, a light, pliant rod is much easier on your gut than a heavy 
one ; as for playing, we all fish, I trust, for the sake of the sport, and not to kill our 
number, though, at the same time, we hope for full creels, Even if it does require 
more skill to fish with a light rod thana heavy one, this is an argumentum ad rem, for 
fishing with a light rod will then be a higher development of the art. At first, one 
accustomed to a heavy rod will feel a little “ out of it” with a light one; but one 
or two days’ practice, and the exercise of a little of that sine gua non of angling 
success, patience, will soon overcome this obstacle, and the angler will never have 
cause to regret the lost day —I am, &c., 

June 14th. DHUNNIE Monr. 

P.S.—To speak of another and less cheerful subject, all classes of anglers must 
feel deep sympathy for Mr. Dougall in the sad loss he has recently sustained, and I 
feel convinced that I express the sympathy of hundreds when I express my own. 








GROSS-WEIGHT PRIZES. 

Srr,—As the angling season has now commenced, and prizes are being offered for 
competition, I sincerely trust you will bring your all-powerful influence to bear, not 
only in all angling clubs, but also on all prize-givers, and strongly urge upon them 
the importance of withholding all prizes for gross-weight competitions, My reason 
for submitting this serious question to yours and your readers’ consideration is that 
I see already in to-day’s Club Reports in the FISHING GAZETTE that several of the 
clubs are offering prizes for gross-weight competition, and in one instance the 
majority of the prizes are offered for such competitions. I cannot help thinking 
that this state of things is to be much deplored, and if all those anglers who go in 
for such competitions would but for a moment seriously consider what would be the 
result if all anglers were to fish upon that principle, there cannot be an atom of 
doubt that our stock of fish would in a few years be considerably diminished, and 
the labours of the Thames Angling Preservation Society and such kindred societies, 
who work for us anglers day and night, would be thrown away, This is my humble 
opinion and inipression of what will be the result of gross-weight fishing if it is not 
discouraged by all true and honest anglers. I am glad to know that many clubs 
and anglers will not give a single prize for such competitions. Let me beg of them 
all to raise their voices against this unworthy system of taking small-size fish, and 
at every gathering of anglers denounce it as being most unwise and in- 
judicious to encourage it by offering gross-weight prizes. The Richmond Pisca- 
torial Society have for a long time past, amongst other societies, set a good 
example by not only giving all their prizes for specimen fish only, but they have 
also increased the dimensions of severalof the fish to be fished for in competitions, 
This is an example to us all, and I trust will be followed by other clubs. For years 
I have raised my humble voice against gross weight, and am happy to say that I 
have succeeded in getting our members to fall in with my views, All our prizes 
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offered are for specimen fish only, and if anglers were to adopt the same principle, the 
result would be more sport for all_—I am, Xc., 

June 19. W. EypMAnn, Acton Piscatorial Society. 

[We have always heartily supported the crusadeagainst gross-weight competitions 
carried on so successfully for so many years now by Mr. W. H. Brougham. Most of 
the best clubs have turned their backs on the very unsportsmanlike practice of 
giving prizes for gross weight instead of for the best fish. We firmly believe that 
before long, “ gross-weight ” will die a natural death.—ED. | 





NEW WOODS FOR RODS. 


Srr,—May I suggest that the Colonial Exhibition affords an opportunity that 
may never recur of finding new woods for rods? i 

The only really suitable wood we have is greenheart, and that is sometimes very 
disappointing, although when really first-rate it leaves little to be desired. 

Greenheart and Washiba come from British Guiana. The specific gravity of 
greenheart is put down in the catalogue of British Guiana woods in the Exhibition 
at 1'210,of Washiba as 1:162. Y 

I am not quite sure, but I think some writers make Washiba to be heavier than 
greenheart. Certainly, tops made of Washiba are heavier and more pliable than 
those of greenheart. There isa steel-like rigidity and spring in greenheart that 
renders it far superior to any other wood now used; but it is difficult to get it 
perfectly straight in the grain. ; 

Taking these two woods as standards with regard to density, there are many speci- 
mens of woods approximating to them in this respect that /ook suitable for rod- 
making. I allude to those shown by Messrs. Park and Cunningham, of Demerara, 
in the British Guiana department as suitable for cabinet-making. I givealist :— 


1, Simiri or Lecust...........ceeeeeeee . *942 | 82. Giribidammi ......sseeceeveeeereeeeeees 1:066 
AY Kakarallie 2 ficihicrcecceeetesswons 1:032 | 33, Washiba or Bow Wood ........+++ 1162 
B. Koola=Balli ccf..cssesecscscvevccsveeve *830 | 35. Suradanni .......+., casvosseteteaned 5.2836 
BP DUKA ccs citanecesostts att stieeterees "TAG | 38, DUkUria ..coccceecsscssencscvaces Sean © (960 
7, Manni-Balli......... Ree pan Romer £4 060 | 43, Karkarwa......cccccerereeeceeeeereees . 940 
EL ASIPIAN NA oak. screens seescsevs cess szess 1:066 | 46, Kanooka-Balli..........scceeeeereeres 1:029 
WG, WUTPIAVIAGAN. ....ccc-csnceccscaoarssieess 9000 | 47, Bullet Free ......:.scsceeeeeereeeeeeee 1:032 
22; Brown Cirona-Balli. ............+++ *830 | 49, Greenheart .......ccecseseseererereece 1:210 
D7  NGSAKOOlBisoccecvoate ont eereeeneaeainans "920 | 58. Seebadani.......ccsevceene coceeeereeee 1:066 
30, Yakoora Cironballi ............++- *720 | 76, Toor00 Palm ....c....sceevencesseees _— 
B81, Kamahura c.repcccecvencccreceeseses . 1162 


Some of these woods appear to be very straight-grained, especially 7, 38, 46, 47,and 
58. The specific gravity of the Tooroo Palm is not given, but the coarseness of the 
grain does not promise much, 

Tt has occurred to me that a public body like the Fly-Fishers’ Club, represented by 
acommittee, might meet with more attention than a private individual, and that 
Messrs. Park and Cunningham might allow them to have some of these specimens at 
the end of the exhibition to make experiments with.—I am, Xc., 

London, June 17, Werdincs 

[ We hope this capital suggestion will not fall to the ground. Will no enterprising 
firm which has machinery for rod-making offer to join sucha committee as “ W, J.C.” 
suggests, and carry out experiments in these colonial woods !—ED. | 





SPOTTED ROACH. 

Srr,—A few years ago I was fishing in the Kennett, near Reading. I had met with 
bad sport, so my puntman told me he would take me toa place to wind up the day 
where there were plenty of roach, but I should find them all marked with black 
spots. 

We went there, and had capital sport for about two hours. 
size, and game, but every one of them had black spots on it. 

The swim is under the walls of an iron foundry, and from time to time liquid and 
other stuff comes out of the foundry into the river. 

The puntman thought that the water had become impregnated with iron, and that 
a constant course of it had produced the spots on the roach,—I am, Xc., 

Mark-lane, London. R, CULLEN DEWY. 


The roach were a good 





MR. HAYER’S 91zB. TROUT. 

Srr.—As an old subscriber of “ F, G.,” permit me to reply to Mr, Frank Gosden’s 
remarks in your last issue, with reference to the trout caught by me. 

“Hither way I cannot make it out.” I should say not, Mr. Gosden ; but you will 
- when I give you the taxidermist’s measurement, several hours after it was taken— 
yiz., length, 264in., girth 16fin., weight 9lb. The tackle used was the finest plaited sill 
roach line (Slater’s), fine gut bottom, No. 9 roach hook, and live dace 2}in. He ran 
out 90 yards, and I gaffed him in under a quarter of an hour, without any help.—l 
am, c., 


Hampton Wick, DENIS HAYER, 





A CURIOUS CATCH. 

Sir,—A friend of mine, whilst trolling the other day, caught a peculiar species of 
a fish, On taking his bait out of the water it appeared to him he had gota piece 
of weed or something round his bait, but on examining it he found it to be twisting 
about, 

Tt was of a dark brown colour, and was about 12in, in length, and about the size 
of an ordinary silk line, and when put into a bottle of water twisted and turned 
about like an eel. It appeared to have no head, and much resembled a piece of line. 
Can anyone inform me what kind of fish it is, and whether at all rare ?—I am, &c., 

PISCATOR. 

[It is a worm, and not a fish. We believe it is called the hair worm ; they are 
abundant in some waters. One of the members of the Fly-Fishers’ Club caught one 
in Scotland not long since, and brought it to the club. It was like a thick, very 
on] brown horsehair, and no one would believe it was alive till they saw it move.— 

D. 





SALMON-FISHING NEAR NOTTINGHAM. 

Srr,—When I wrote last week I had not a full account of the week’s sport. 
Besides the two’ salmon Mr. Marser had from the long swim on Monday (and one 
of them was 26lb.), Mr. Wood has scored a success during the week at King’s Mills— 
on Monday, one salmon 161b. ; Thursday, one 15lb. ; Friday, one 18lb. and one 141b, ; 
Saturday, one 121b. and one 17Ib., all in fine condition and very game. 

Mr. Marser, again at the long swim in the Shardlow length, has been very lucky, 
killing three salmon on Saturday, weighing 1841b., 16lb., and 13lb. respectively. The 
river is in first-rate order, and every prospect of good sport. Mr. Raven hada 
14]1b. salmon from Colwick. 

The coarse fishermen haye had pretty fair sport, principally amongst the eels. 
Some good bream have been caught at Weston, Mr. Tutin getting several 41b, and 
5b. a-piece. The weather very fine and warm,—I am, &c,, 

June 28, A. Wz 


SEA-TROUT OR GRILSE-FISHING IN AUGUST WANTED. 
Str,—Can any of your readers, either privately or through your columns, tell me 
where I can get some sea-trout or grilse-fishing during my holiday of six weeks 
from the beginning of August? I shall have my wife and three children with me, 
and want a place where quarters can be got on moderate terms, and where it will 
not be very dull for the lady. Ireland not objected to,—I am, &c., 
Cathedral, Manchester. E, 


INFORMATION REQUESTED. 
. SrR,—Years ago T used to see small ornamental baskets made of a kind of white 
pith ; it was firm, white, and very satiny to the touch, and held together well. Can 
any reader tell me from what plant it is obtained, and where to get a small supply ? 
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As the probable success of a small new invention in fishing tackle depends on my 
finding a source of supply, I shall be glad if readers of this will answer in the 


GAzETTE at their early convenience and oblige.—I am, &c., 
Lux. 


GROVE FERRY-ON-STOUR, NEAR MARGATE AND RAMSGATE. 

Sir,—Since writing concerning the fishing at Grove Ferry, I have visited the 
place and learn from the residents that there is no fishing whatever, except a few 
small eels. I saw the so-called “ blow boat,” a huge barge nearly as wide as the 
narrow river, which is occasionally tugged up and down, and so stirs up the mud 
and keeps the channel free from silting up. There is no charge for fishing made by 
the proprietor of the hotel at Grove Ferry now; it isa picnic place, breaks full of 
visitors arriving during the season from Margate, Ramsgate, Herne Bay, &e. The 
ferryman smiled at our rod and line fishing. We had sufficient of that ina 
short time, as we only caught three small eels. We met a young gentleman well 
got up as an angler, and with plenty of first-class tackle ; he came to stay two or 
three days. I recommended him to go to Canterbury, as above the town and below, 
at Fordwich, the water is clear and fish are to be caught. The river at Canterbury 
is preserved by an angling association, of which full particulars were given in 
FISHING GAZETTE about six weeks since.—I am, Xc., 

T. R. SACHS. 








ENGLISH “SILK” LINES. 

Srr,—Since writing you a few weeks since upon the above subject, I have 
been making somewhat extensive microscopic experiments with some scores of 
samples of so-called silk lines, obtained from a variety of sources, with the re- 
sult that up to the present I have failed to finda particle of silk in any line sub- 
mitted to the test! This has brought me face to face with the grave questions: Is 
this base fraud universally practised? and are all the so-called ‘ silk” lines in the 
English trade made of jute and flax? My experiments point to an affirmative 
answer to both these questions ; but I sincerely hope that the trade will be able to 
prove my experience to have been exceptional, and that there are people whose lines 
are what they profess to be—viz., pure silk, The question is an important one to 
the trade as well as to anglers, and as I do not wish at present to reveal my identity, 
perhaps you, Mr, Editor, would kindly forward me, for examination and report, any 
samples of line which may be sent by those dealers who wish to be exempted 
from the sweeping charge herein contained,—I am, &c., 

PATER, 
[We shall be happy to send on to “Pater” any samples sent to us,—ED, | 


FISHING AT RICKMANSWORTH. 

S1r,—Can you tell me anything about the fishing at Rickmansworth? Is any 
free, and can anyone takea ticket for a month in the preserved waters, and who 
rents the water? Any information will!much oblige.—I am, Xc., 

June 26. BigDs 

[We do not know any free water, or water for which tickets can be purchased, at 
Rickmansworth ; but the landlord of the Swan gets permission for yisitors to his 
hotel on a good stretch of the Colne.—Ep. ] 


FISHING IN SWITZERLAND. 

Sir,—Will you, or any of your readers, be good enough to tell me if there is good 
fishing to be had at Interlachen and Beatenberg, close to the lake Thun, and Brienz, 
in Switzerland, and what flies one should use 2—I am, &c., 

Yorkshire. BEVERLAC, 

[According to the Anglers’ Diary, “There are trout in both lakes at Interlaken, 
and grayling in the river. There is good spinning in the lake at Thun, and fly- 
fishing for trout and grayling in the river Aare, especially below the weirs. Red 
Grouse and Black Palmer, tied rough, are good flies on No. 7 or 8 hooks, The Hotel 
de la Croix Blanche and the Belle Vue are good.” As regards flies, we recommend 
our correspondent to treat the fish as if they were English trout, and fish fine and 
with small flies in the rivers, and with Loch Leven flies as supplied by MroPeD 
Malloch, of Perth, on the lakes,—Eb. } 


FIGHT BETWEEN SWANS AND A PIKE. 

Srr,—Whilst walking round Wimbledon Lake with a friend this morning looking 
at the bank fishermen, we observed a cygnet, or young swan, suddenly disappear 
under the water ; the swan was evidently seized by a large pike. The old ones, 
two of them, did their utmost to beat the pike off, and succeeded ; but the pike had 
killed the swan. We told the keeper, Harper, who rowed out to it in a boat, and 
brought it in dead. The swan, or cygnet, weighed 831b, or 9b, I thought it worth 
recording.—I am, &c., 

22, High-street, Wimbledon. R, J. C. CAURE, 

P.S.—This was seen by about forty persons who were there fishing. 

[We have often heard of, and occasionally seen, young ducks and moorhens killed 
by pike ; but a bird weighing 81b. or 91b. isa big mouthful. We neyer before heard of 
swans attacking a pike in this way in defence of their young. One can understand 
their attacking a man or a dog.—Ep. } 


METHOD OF CARRYING THE CREEL. 

S1r,—I observe Mr. Farlow’s fadvertisement in the FISHING GAZETTE of a new 
strap for the basket. 

For some time I have occasionally used a most simple contrivance when the 
ordinary strap was cutting into muscles rather well supplied with rheumatism at 
the time. 

I simply took a long coat strap, putting it into the slits, already carrying the 
shoulder strap, so as to leave \the buckle outside—on my left side. I then simply 
passed it round my waist, and buckled it. This served to take the weight of the 
pannier off my shoulder. At times I have even used it exclusively. 

Tt has one fault in use—one cannot so readily pull the basket round so as to 
basket each trout handily. Its use, I imagine, is best confined to carrying the heavy 
creel on the way home ; and as an auxiliary strap, for occasional use, it has its good 
points. 

The old strap, with a good bit of broad webbing, is good enough for all practical 
purposes, unless the baskets are very weighty, or the shoulders rheumatic, which 
mine were when the idea crossed my mind first.—I am, Xe., EB. M. Top. 


EYED-HOOKS AND CANE RODS. ; 

§1R,—The inventors of eyed-hooks and believers in cane rods wield such powerful 
pens that I, in common with many of my angling acquaintances, have hitherto been 
afraid to say a word against the merits of either of these modern inventions, 
Emboldened by your plain-speaking with regard to these subjects, I venture to utter 
an emphatic “ Hear, hear!” to what you say, for I cannot hold fish,even if I hook 
them, with eyed-hooks as well as with the old-fashioned snoods, and I cannot kill 
fish so well upon a split-cane rod as upon a solid wood weapon. 

At the outset I was “bitten” with the eyed-hook craze, and waxed eloquent over 
the “revolution” in fly-fishing which was to be produced by these flies which had 
come as a boon and-a blessing to fishermen. These high expectations were not, 
however, realised in my own case, for I missed no end of fish,and began to seriously 
ask myself whether my right hand had_lost its cunning. Then I went back to the 
old-fashioned snooded flies, and caught fish ; but, being still unconvinced, I invested 
in more eyed-hooks, with the same results as before, and then repeated the per- 
formance. Turned-up, turned-down, right angles, left angles, and angles of all 
degrees were tried in vain, and I reluctantly came to the conclusion that the 
eyed-hook craze would prove a nine days’ wonder. It may be that my experience 
was no real test of the catching and holding powers of these eyed-hooks ; and as 
IT only fly-fish two days a week, regularly, throughout the season, with some occa- 
sional solid weeks besides (which don’t count), it would be presumptuous to offer 
my testimony as more than that of an “amateur.” : 
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Do not let me be misunderstood—the foregoing remarks apply only to eyed-hooks 
of small size, such as are employed for ordinary dry fly-fishing ; and I believe that 
for large flies, such as salmon and sea-trout lures, which are fished down-stream, 
eyed-hooks are really adyantageous, for you can keep them any length of time 
without risk of their getting unsafe in the loop, as snooded or gut-looped flies do. 

With regard to the killing powers of split-cane rods, my personal experience has 
been limited to five specimens, and I don’t knowif I shall make myself understood 
when I say that they have had no backbone in them in a fight with plucky fish in 
weedy waters, , 

I killed fiveand a half brace of trout, weighing 24lb., this May Fly season on a 
10ft. hickory rod, under conditions where a split-cane rod of the same size would 
haye been utterly useless. These little cane weapons are very artistic and tempting 
to the eye, and they will throw a prodigiously long line, provided you use one suffi- 
ciently heavy ; but for real hard everyday work give me a solid wood rod.—I 
am, &¢., 

Bromley, Kent. C, W. GEDNnEY. 

{This is pretty strong evidence from one of the best dry-fly fishermen living ; it 
fully bears.out what we have said about eyed-hooks andabout split-cane rods,—ED. | 

THE HIRING OF THE OUSE WATERS. 

Srr,—One who calls himself “ An Old Ouse Angler” wishes for my authority for 
the waters being hired, as nothing is known down here aboutit. If he is living 
anywhere in the locality, he must know that the Association is broken up and the 
Godmanchester Corporation haye let their fishing to William Maulden, the person 
who has been keeper for a great many years, and the other fishing is given him to 
preserve, so as to give fair fishing to everyone, and I am employed by him as keeper 
to preserve such fishing, and all subscriptions are to be paid to the tenant, or to me, 
to put a stop to illegal practices. If he who terms himself “ An Old Ouse Angler ” 
had half a grain of common sense, he might know that the fishing cannot be pre- 
served without expense, andif “ An Old Ouse Angler” wishes to know any more let 
him refer to me.—I am, &e., H, Rovur. 


THE ORCHY.—INFORMATION FOR ANGLERS. 

S1r,—I think the brotherhood of anglers owe it to one another to give informa- 
tion when they make a discovery. My discovery is that there is capital salmon-fishing 
to be had on the Orchy, free of charge, to residents at the Dalmally and Inveroran 
hotels. No doubt some of your readers are already aware of the fact ; but there 
may be others to whom this is interesting news. 

Together with a friend, whom I will call “C ” Tarrived at Dalmally Station on 
Monday last, in the midst of a downpour of rain. We made a rush to the river, but 
found it rising and hopeless ; then, anxious not to lose a moment of our precious 
holiday, we defied the storm on Loch Awe—distant five minutes by train, but with- 
out result, save a kind of mild shipwreck. So at eleven o'clock at night we retired 
to rest, a little discouraged by the torrents of rain and gusts of wind. The next 
morning the situation seemed better. The storm had somewhat abated. and the 
gillies said ‘some of the pools would fish.” There were other anglers in the hotel, 
s0 we drew lots for the different stations on the river, and drove to the scene of 
action—about seven miles up the glen. 

We had hardly taken five casts, when C ‘had hold of a fish between 15lb. and 
16lb., Which was duly brought to bank. His fly was a peculiar one : black and silver 
body, and wing of golden pheasant, and red—a fly we had tried on the Tweed last 
autumn to the infinite disgust of the keeper then, who entreated us almost with 
tears in his eyes to “ take off that beastly thing.’ Nevertheless, it suited the tastes 
of the Orchy fish, for C—— soon had another of 12lb. upon it. Meanwhile I 
laboured away with Jock Scott, and had one run, but no kill, Changing the fly to 
a small double Greenwell, I hooked another ; but. the fates were against me. After 
taking him safely over some rough water, the hook came quietly back, causing the 
usual “searchings of heart.” Had I been too hard with him, or too easy? J could 
not tell. Meanwhile a good salmon had been rising above me, and to him I trans- 
ferred my attention. Patience was rewarded at last, and a nice fish of 141b. was 
brought safely to the gaff ; fly, the Butcher. ; 

There were altogether six rods on the water that day, and we returned with five 
salmon. 

On Wednesday again we had much the same experience : five fish were killed to 
seven rods. Of these only one fell to my share—a nice clean-run salmon of 12lb., 
killed on a small double Durham Ranger with a black and silver body. 

On Thursday the day was hot, and the river getting too fine. Only one salmon was 
got on the Dalmally water, in the evening. We drove up through the Black Mount 
deer forest to Inveroran. A more beautiful drive I never remember to have enjoyed. 
The red deer, tame at this season, came quite near the carriage. Loch Tulla, with 
Lord Breadalbane’s shooting-box on its shores, was a sight to remember, and will be 

‘*a joy for ever,” for it was ‘a thing of beauty ” beneath the setting sun. 

The fish had hardly yet begun to show themselves at Inveroran ; but for the next 
three months there will be good salmon-fishing there whenever the water is in ply, 
and some of the pools in the river looked excellent, There appeared also to be 
plenty of trout in this part of the Orchy, though they are scarcely ever troubled by 
anglers, who naturally prefer the chance of salmon. Loch Tulla, once a great trout 
loch, is now spoiled by pike; still, it is worth a trial, if size is more an object than 
number. 

This part of Scotland, in the month of June, has one thing in common with 
heaven—there is (almost) no night there ; the last faint daylight has not disappeared 
when the glow of the morning begins to tip the hills. 

On Friday we had a day on Loch Awe. It was baking hot. With a hard 
‘struggle we caught a few trout during the day, and from eight o’clock in the 
evening they took well. I had a strange experience. Fishing with a red-bodied 
fly, drake wing, Loch Leyen size, I hooked what seemed at first a fine trout. Some- 
how it looked Jong in the water, and there was something about its play I could 
not make out. Soon the mystery was solved: into the air leaped a pike of about 
2lb. weight. My gut was good, so I landed the small shark after a brief struggle— 
the first pike I ever saw or heard of caught by an ordinary trout fly. Thus ended 
a fishing trip so pleasant that I cannot refrain from telling it pro bono publico, I 
¢an fancy, however, that there will be some black looks on the faces of the anglers 
in the smoking-room of the Dalmally Hotel. “Does the fellow not think six or 

- seven men at a time enough to fish the river, that he must bring as many more to 
join in drawing for the pools?” But there isthe loch, and Inveroran, and Tayneult, 
and Leich, and Killin, all within easy distance, and why should we keep such a 
fisherman’s paradise to ourselves ? 

If you believe in “the greatest happiness of the greatest number,’ Mr. Editor 
(and it is sound philosophy), you will publish this letter, and I will tell your 
readers about some other good places for a holiday on a future occasion.—I 
am, Xc., , 

[Weare always glad to have accounts of good fishing places, and are sure many 
anglers will thank our correspondent, * T.”—HD. | 

















MR. MANNING AND MR. CRUMPLEN. 

On Tuesday evening, June 22nd, at the Cherry Tree, Kingsland-road, the’ meeting, 

as advertised in the piscatorial papers, was held, whereat Mr. Manning undertook 

to answer certain statements made by Mr. Crumplen when he visited the Gresham 
‘Angling Society. Mr. Crumplen, had been written to, informing him of the time 

and place of meeting, so as to give hima full opportunity to be present; he was 
also told that as he had on many occasions complained that he could not meet Mr. 
Geen—Mr. Geen would be present, 

' There was a representative body of anglers in the room when Mr. H. J. Tibbatts 
‘took the chair. He said the meeting had been called by his friend Mr. Manning, in 
‘consequence of certain statements that had been made by Mr. Crumplen, 
‘that at a meeting’ of the Gresham, the representatives of the Anglers’ 
Association being present in large numbers, they had] heen quite unable to 





answer the statements made by him with regard to the Central Association, the facts 
being as follows :— A 

The Anglers’ Association were invited by the Gresham to attend their meeting, 
and give an account of the work they had been doing during the last 12 months, 
This they had much pleasure in doing, and some fifteen or sixteen of the leading 
men of the Anglers’ Association attended, and were able, and did give a most satis- 
factory account of themselves. In like manner the Gresham invited the Central 
Asscciation to come before them and giyean account of their work, it being ¢learly 
understood on both occasions that nothing of a controversial nature was to be 
introduced, and the members of one association were not to be allowed to criticise 
the statements of the other. 

Mr. Crumplen attended the Gresham and commenced by bitterly complaining of 
the desertion of his friends, only two or three members being there to support him. 
He then made the following eight statements :— 


1, “That the objects of the Central Association are to provide cheap travelling 
and River Preservation. 

2. “That he very much doubted whether either of the Central Associations ought 
to subscribe to the Thames Angling Preservation Society, or to the other societies 
preserving public waters, as this is a matter for private individuals and clubs. ' 

3, “That the whole of the Railway Privileges were obtained by leading anglers in 
their individual capacity. 

4. “That the Central Association had come to the conclusion that Clubs, not the 
Associations, ought to rent waters for the use of their members, because waters can- 
not be preserved at a reasonable cost, 

5, “That if you increase the yearly subscriptions you will decrease the number of 
members, and thus risk the loss of Railway Privileges, because Railway Companies 
would cease to issue them if they were little used. 

6. “That ‘ Defence, not Defiance’ is the motto of the Central Association, and it 
wishes to encourage friendly feelings amongst Anglers. 

7. “That the Central Association has done its duty in the past, and hopes to do so 
in the future. 

8. “ That the Central Association aims to raise the status of its members and 
instances the following means, viz. :—(1) That the Central Association assisted in 
carrying a Banner at the Lord Mayor’s Show in 1882. (2) That it inaugurated a 
Banquet at the Holborn Restaurant for which it charged 3s. 6d. per member. (3) 
That it paid a visit to the National Fish Culture Association at South Kensington.” 
and he would now leave the matter in the hands of Mr. Manning to deal with which- 
ever statements he chose, he (the chairman) undertaking to answer any of the 
statements that Mr. Manning did not touch, if anyone present wished it. 


Mr. Manning commenced his address by lamenting that Mr. Crumplen was con- 
spicuous by his absence, He had given him plenty of notice, and he could not under- 
stand why a man who was ever ready with his pen to complain and to issue insinua- 
tions against certain gentlemen, especially Mr. Geen, when the opportunity was 
afforded, would not come forward and meet him. Mr. Geen was here present ready 
to meet Mr. Crumplen, and able and willing to defend himself. He then proceeded 
to deal with several statements, and was fully able to show their utter fallaciousness 
when handled by the light of common-sense argument. The statement by Mr. 
Crumplen that the Central had given something like £49 for preservation purposes 
wasadmitted. It was frue they had ; but it must be remembered it extended over a 
very long period, namely, seven years, and amounted to about £7 a year, or under 
12s.a month, whereas the Anglers’ Association had, during the last twelve months, 
spent over £130 in the same objects. 

Mr. Crumplen stated it was not the work of Associations to rent and preserve 
waters for their members ; but if clubs like to rent waters for themselves, all well 
and good. Mr. Manning would like to know where cheap fishing was to be obtained 
if some of the.waters near London were not preserved and re-stocked? It wasa 
known fact that in years gone by the river Lea was one of the best rivers in which 
to have a day’s fishing, and he, with confidence, looked forward to the time when 
the same river, with the amount of care and attention that is being bestowed upon 
it. would prove itself as good again. 

There was cheap fishing, the furthest part of its waters being reached for 2s, 6d., 
and many parts under ls. Then Mr, Crumplen stated that if preservation were 
carried out, the cost would be so large as to cause the Associations to be obliged to 
raise the amount of subscriptions from anglers, fewer tickets would be taken, and, 
consequently the anglers would be reduced, and we should lose the railway 
concessions. 

This is utterly disproved by facts, the Anglers’ Association having, up to the day 
before this meeting, Monday, June 21st, issued upwards of 2,015 railway privilege 
tickets at 2s. each, ornearly as many as were issued by the A.A. during the whole of 
last year. 

Then Mr. Crumplen claimed for the Central that they had tried to elevate the 
status of anglers (1) by carrying a banner at the Lord Mayor's Show in 1882! They 
did so; but how that elevated anglers he was at a loss to understand. Then they 
had adinner at the Holborn Restaurant at 3s. Gd. per head ; so that these poor men 
whom Mr, Crumplen grieves over as not being able to pay more that 1s.a year for 
their tickets, and fears, if they arecharged more, there will be a considerable diminu- 
tion in the numbers, were called upon to pay 3s. 6d, for a single dinner. (Laughter.) 

Then they visited the National Fish Culture Association. He had no fault to find 
with that; but the generous-hearted secretary, Mr. Oldham Chambers, would 
willingly put himself to inconvenience at any time if a dozen gentlemen were to 
write and expréss a wish to go over the establishment of which he has the charge. 
The Anglers’ Association did not go there; but their president did, and obtained 
upwards of 5,000 trout, which were tuned into the Lea. He wished to ask which 
was the best work of the two? 

Having alluded to several other matters, and refuting them most easily, Mr, 
Manning resumed his seat amid cheers. 

The Chairman then rose, and asked if anyone would like to ask Mr. Manning or 
himself questions, saying that they both courted opposition, and he would wait 
a minute or two to give time to put questions. j 

No questions being forthcoming, he again asked, stating there was no desire to 
hurry the business in hand. ‘ 

After some time had elapsed, he called upon Mr. Geen to say a few words. Mr. 
Geen, in the course of his remarks, said Mr. Crumplen had on more than one occasion 
stated that he had no opportunity of meeting him, but he had come to this meeting 
hoping to gratify Mr. C.’s wish, and thinking he might gain some information as to 
the dreadful charges that had been hinted at in the angling Press. However, he 
did not think Mr. Crumplen could make such a charge again, as he had full notice 
that he (Mr. Geen) would be present at this meeting. Personally, he cared nothing 
for Mr. Crumplen, and until about four years ago had never heard of him. About 
that time he had received a lot of letters from him asking his advice upon angling 
matters, which letters the chairman and several gentlemen had seen, and since that 
time he had from some unexplained cause never ceased to attack him. He had been 
urged over and over again to reply to him, but had never considered ib worth his 
while. He proceeded to detail the grand work the Anglers’ Association is doing for 
London anglers, and sat down amidst great applause. . 

The Chairman again rose and courted inquiry, saying he had quite hoped Mr. 
Crumplen or some of his supporters would be present, although he never really ex- 
pected Mr. Cramplen would have the courage to face Mr. Manning. He only wished 
Mr, C. had been present, when he might have heard the words spoken fearlessly to 
his face. (Applause.) : ' 

Mr, Howse (hon. sec. Clapton A.S.) moved the following resolution :—“ That 
having heard the statement of Mr, Manning, this meeting is of opinion that the 
Anglers’ Association is deserving of the support of all anglers”’ This was duly 
seconded and carried nem, con. . 

A vote of thanks to Mr, Manning and the chairman concluded the business, 

: H. Butt, Sec, Izaak Walton §.S, 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 


METAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Tea Weve 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


h Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
nee satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


" AGME” LINES 





FIRST TIME 
OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE, 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


ut the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another 


for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— . ; 
“T have used the ImpRrovep ‘AcMB’ Live last season and this. "The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD 


OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.” 


Pennell’s Patent ‘‘Whip-Lash"’ Taper Lines (Metal-?entred), the Improved “ Acm:"’ Lines. The “Indestructible” 


Original Waterproof Siik (price 1s, 6d. per score yads) and the Finest Gossamer Silk Live-Bait Lines (Is, 3d. per 


score), are solely manufactured by us. 


TAMPS. 
LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2s 
NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. 


THE NEW 


STEEL CENTRED RODS 


Invented by the late David Foster) 


Have acquired WORLD-WIDE FAME for LIGHTNESS, unequalled STRENGTH, perfection of WORKMANSHIP, and for 
DURABILITY. They are recommended by all who use them. 


THE GREAT SUCCESS OF THE ORIGINAL STEEL CENTRED ROD 
Has induced unprincipled traders and makers to VICTIMISE the unsuspecting with COUNTERFEIT COPIES. The Original Steeled Rod 


has a stout metallic backbone. To escape piano wire-centred imitations, INVEST IN THE ORIGINAL, which NEVER FATLS 
TO MERIT SATISFACTION. 


Prices—9ft. to 12ft., 45s.; 1st Quality, 49s. 












D. AND W. H. FOSTER, 






RED FLY ROD 


Se 


MANUFACTURED BY 


With Centre Winch, 51s. 6d, and 59s. 6d. Weight of 10ft, Rodis 7oz. 
PRICE LISTS, SHOWING PRICES OF RODS, REELS, LINES, FLIES, &c., 2 Stamps. 


NEW SENTRE WINGH SPRING FITTING 









Sopa 
AT ROD END 


ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 








The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MSNUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FORTHE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KHLSO-ON-T WEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods, 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES - 
AND BAITS. 








COOPER COOPER AND GO, not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Teaimported. 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three gradés of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s, 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea iinported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond ot a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA. 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 


D Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, F.C. Branch 
Prog Establishments 63, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
UCag circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.0.; 7, Westbourne-grovye, W.; 854, High 


Holborn, W.C., London. 


COOPER COOPER & CO..| 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 





J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNER’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 





GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOUE-CANE TROUT and SALMON 
RODS, as used by the Editor of the FisHinc GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment. These Rods are superior toany gluei-up Rod. From 21s, 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s. for 25 yards. 


will not kink, 


BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 23in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 38. 6d., and 4s, 
RONALD’S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and whers to 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Strand, W.C. 


Adelphi Terrace, 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ OLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING OROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL I'AMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote 
jinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. perday. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
peeh ies 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls, 6d. FIRES,—Eyvening Firo, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, Js. 6d, 

A Jorge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken, 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 


FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH. 
| (Rd. No. 25,835.) 

Hu Worn over left shoulder, 
|| another band rownd the waist, 
||| thereby distributing the weight 
equally, and keeping the basket in a 
Jirm position. 

“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd. No. 25,692), and our 
|IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
| LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


| Weight of Handle complete, about 12oz. ; 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. 


with 














New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


ALL WHO REQUIRE 


GOOD PRINTING, 
STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 


PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICES, Xc., &c., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 
2, Grocers’ Hall Court, Poultry, London, E.C. 











CON TENTS. 
—+44— 
(N.B,—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 
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The Essays aa ot. Ris ... 1|Esk (Midlothian) Angling Improve- 
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Salmon and Trout-Fishing in the Mr. Manning and Mr. Crumplen 5 
Highlands of Scotland.—XXI. 2-|River.Reports ... ... 0. ee 
A Day’s Pike-Fishing in Devon- Scotch Notes ... re ‘EF ieee! 
shire ... sacs wee ae ...-. .8 |Irish Notes “ee ae cae | 
sNOGES - 4 sae 12 -se> st cae «ss 4/Club Reports ... as Per EOVNY- 











RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 





30 minutes for Chelsea, 
40 . Putney, 
= oe nal 
5 of arnes, 
Add 55 ny Kew. 
75 A Richmond. 
80 4 Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


~barbel ; 


” 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 
For TimEs oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, July 3 “oe aoe 2.31 re ewe 2.54 
Sunday, . 4 wae ACK 3.19 mac Ook: 3.43 
Monday, fA 5 E ; 4.8 ae Sec 4.32 
Tuesday, A 6 - iets 4,56 atk. nee 5,21 
Wednesday, - 7 Sah Fitts 5.47 aogues 6.14 
Thursday, 6 8 Was wee 6.38 bas hte 7.6 

Friday, *f 9 oan $5 7.34 Z &. 8.3 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

IF the river requires anything at the present time it is a nice, genial rainfall to 
freshen up the water, and then, good as angling has been, it would give greater 
improvement and character to fishing operations. On Thursday inlast week, Mr. 
Thomas Spreckley, fishing with Charles Hone at Staines, had what he termed a 
lovely day’s sport, the take consisting of a nice display of fourteen barbel, one bream 
of 4}1b., and two chub, in all seventeen good fish, which were sent to the aquarium 
of the National Fish Culture Association at South Kensington. The water is in 
fair condition, and the jack in the tideway at Twickenham are well, and ata much 





- earlier period than usual. 


ANGLING RESULTS, 
RicHMOND.—Henry Wheeler, in three days, twenty-two barbel : F. Brown, in two 
days, one barbel and four dozen of dace; he also caught a little trout of 3in. in 
length ; Job Brain, in four days, six dozen; Job Brain, jun., in two days 


~about three dozen ; and H. Mansell, in one day, six dozen of dace. 


TWIOKENHAM.—H. Spiers, in three days and two half-days, ten dozen of roach 
and dace, one barbel, and one bream; James Coxen, in two half-days, five 
George Coxen, in two half-days, four barbel and two dozen of 
dace; Capt. Adams, with R, Coxen, seven barbel and two dozen of dace; 


Samuel Cole, in five days, ten dozen and three barbel; John Spong, in one 
day, one dozen and one jack; J. Dobbins, in four days, ten dozen and four jack, the 
largest 6lb.; Pert Hammerton, in three days, eight dozen and one brace of jack ; 
Mr. E. F. Powell, whilst spinning, on two different occasions for one hour each 
time, caught four jack from 31b. to 441b. each. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in one day, two dozen of roach and dace, and one 
brace of perch ; John Stevens, in two days, a few chub ; and Benjamin Stevens, in 
four days, five barbel and some chub. The returns of angling in the tidal waters 
evidence the fact of both roach and dace being very backward. They can be seen 
in shoals, but nothing tempts them to feed. 

Kineston.—There have been some satisfactory takes of fish made by the Johnson’s, 
and Mr. Tucker and Mr. Bennett have done well amongst the roach. 

THAMES DiTton.—C., Lawless, in one day, nine dozen of gudgeon and five perch ; 
Mr. Wells a jack of 341b., and Mr. Denley one of 831b. 

HAMPTON CouRT.—William Milbourn and his son have been getting continued 
sport amongst the barbel, and John Smith, in addition to the barbel, has been get- 
ting a nice supply of roach and dace. 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud has been out three days, his best take being ten dozen 
of gudgeon, three brace of perch, and three barbel ; Alfred Stroud, in two days, 
twenty-seven dozen of roach and one barbel; John Stroud has been out five days, 
his best take being six dozen of roach, five barbel, and three chub; 
Thomas Stroud, out of three days, records as his best five dozen of 
roach, three barbel, and two chub. Mr. Streatfield, in two days with 
F, Wilkins, thirty dozen of gudgeon, and another day with H. Her- 
bert, nine bream, weighing 27%lb., the largest 4lb., three of the latter having been 
sent for preservation; Mr. Lukyn and Mr, Morton have caught a brace of small 
trout which were put back again, and three dozen of roachand dace. The boats of 
Messrs, E. Clarke and Son have had good sport amongst the barbel, roach, dace, and 
gudgeon. Mr, Nichols, in one day, got a trout of 3lb., two barbel of 3lb. each, a 
chub of 141b., and three dozen of gudgeon. 

Hampton.—Mr. Toms and friend have been getting a nice few jack, going up to 
8lb. each. 

WALtToN.—H. Searle, one day with Mr. and Mrs. R. Barrington, eight barbel, a 
chub of 3lb., and one perch. Another day, with W. Smith, jun., staying at the Swan 
Hotel, ten barbel, the largest 44lb., anda bream of 41b. Another day, with Mr. J. 
P. Wheeldon, five barbel, the largest 4$lb., one bream of 4lb., and twochub. A 
gentleman, fishing from the bank, got a brace of fine bream, and several barbel of 
3 and 4lb. each. 

SHEPPERTON.—H. Purdue, in three days, two brace of jack, fifteen brace of perch, 
and ten dozen of gudgeon. 

WEYBRIDGE.—J. Upsdell, in one day, two chub, weighing 5lb. 

DocKkET Pornt.—James Haslet, in one day, two barbel, one perch, and some roach 
and dace. 

CuHERTSEY.— Mr. Hugh Marston, with J. Poulter, in two days, ten dozenof roach 
and dace, one brace of perch, and three bream. IL. Hackett, in one day, four dozen 
of roach, one bream, and one barbel. 

STAINES.—John Keene, in three days, twenty-seven barbel, and five dozen of 
roach and dace. G. Osman, in four days, forty-three barbel, twenty-seven dozen of 
roach and dace and two brace of perch. The return of J. Keene, jun., of the previous 
week came too late, but included, in six days, eighty-four barbel (the largest 611b.), 
six dozen of dace, and three trout (the largest 51b.) 





UPPER THAMES. 


I shall be able to obey your notice this week and make my report very brief, 
although Ido not agree with the suggestion that “local notes have only a local 
interest.” The Thames is in prime fishing order, and anglers riverwards bent for a 
holiday should just come down now to find the fish well on the feed—the river sur- 
roundings grand in the extreme, and riverside hotels and lodgings moderate in 
charges. Roach, chub, perch, and barbel are well on—jack also can be had for the 
asking—one angler getting, trouting last week, twenty fish in the day, few being 
over 2lb. each. Weather hot, with slight breeze from the west.—MARLOW Buzz. 


Thames (Goring). 


Fishing has been very good this week. One day six jack, next day four jack and 
a trout, 41b.; next two best days eight jack—largest jack 101b., two largest jack 16lb. 
Weather and water good.—JoHN Rusu. 


Thames (Monkey Island). 


Fishing rather slow just now. There have been a few barbel and some very fair 
takes of chub, principally when ledgering for barbel. My son, out on Monday, had 
about 20lb. weight. H. Wilder, of Maidenhead, had two nice trout on Tuesday, 
about 641b. the two fish. Isaw them both—one was a handsome Thames trout ; the 
other a Wycombe one. There are plenty of good trout to be seen feeding, but very 
few trout anglers. The water is rather low and a dirty colour. <A good rain would 
clear the river, and then there ought to be some good chub and roach fishing ; in 
fact, all-round fishing ought to be on.—R. PLUMMER, SEN, 


Thames (Oxford). 

The fish are feeding well, and some good bags have been made. Roach 
are now taking boiled malt and white paste in the early morning until 
the sun gets too high. Jack are feeding well, and since I last wrote 
a great number of good fish have been taken in the city waters. In 
fact the fishing in the vicinity of the city is better than it has been for many years 
past. A friend of mine, writing from Gloucestershire, says he has enjoyed good 
sport amongst the chub—whipping in the shallows with a small frog, and no better 
bait in the absence of crayfish tail can be obtained than a bunch of peeled shrimps 
impaled on a No. 4 Carlisle, and set afloat in mid-water. One patent dodge on fine 
afternoons, when there isa danger of the chub being scored by the float, is to catch a 
few bleak, and after extracting the bladders, to fix them—the bladders, not the 
bleak—at the requisite distance from the hook, a mode of fishing which is often 
successful when every other method fails. The water is now in magnificent con- 
dition, and if anglers cannot catch fish the fault must be entirely on their own side. 
—CHERWELL OTTER. 

Thames (Sonning). 

I once more have to report the fishing in these parts. The first week there was 
nothing done. After the weather got more settled there were several good takes of 
fish had. Mr. Elliot got some very nice chub, largest over 5lb., the weight all 
together 40lb., I should say. Just below the lock a gentleman got a very nice 
barbel, a few perch, and two trout, one 41b., the other 3lb., taken with the worm. 
The barbel are to be seen in very large quantities about, some very large ones. I 
should not advise anyone trying fishing about here next week, for the number of 
boats must interfere with the fishing.—W. H., Don Hotel. 


Thames (Windsor). 

Water could not be in better condition than at present, and the warm, seasonable 
weather of the last few days has had its effect on the chub, which are now under 
the boughs, and take Francis, Governors, and Seal Fur (Gibbs's favourite) well. 
Trout are still being caught, a brace going 411b. and 21b. being had in Boveney weir 
yesterday by — Brinckman, Esq., out with Harry Wilder. Another of 4lb. was 
taken in a curious manner by Mr. G. Wright, of Park-street, Windsor, who caught 
it whilst fishing for bleak with paste, landing it on a light line. A fine trout of 
about 7lb., with a large gash across the shoulder, was seen floating down river, 
having been killed probably by a mill-wheel or turbine. Barbel are feeding well, 
and are very numerous. Mr. Bambridge, of Eton, and Mr. Styan, of Windsor, in 
two hours this evening had ten fish, going about 25lb., from the “ Butterworth” 
swim, just above Windsor Bridge. Mr. Barwell, of the Friendly Anglers’, out with 
Richard Gray, on three occasions has had 75lb. of the same fish. A gentleman, ont 
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with James Gray on the 27th ult., had eighteen barbel and three chub, going 32lb ; 
Paice, of Etonwick, 25th ult., had thirteen barbel and two perch, of 141b. Mr, H. 
Manning, of Windsor, has opened his campaign well, taking in one afternoon thir- 
teen barbel and four dozen dace, going over 401b. Roach are also feeding well; Mr. 
Styan, of Windsor, one evening took over 12lb., and Mr, Harbard, of Eton, over 
10lb, Jack are also being caught, one angler, Mr. George Maclean, of Windsor, 
after losing two hooks in a fish of 61b., ultimately outwitted him, and found the 
hooks still in his mouth ; another, of 641b., was had in Boyeney Weir on the 29th 
ult.—B, R. BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). : : 

It is now too hot for angling operations, except in the early morning and in the 
cool of the evening. I went to the river-head on Saturday last, and caught a goodly 
number of perch. These were taken with worm, and well-nigh at the bottom of 
the water. The roach were swimming about on all sides, but I only caught one. 
Mr. W. Birks, sen., of Hundsworth Woodhouse, near Sheffield, has recently visited 
this water (the river-head). He caught a large number of perch and eels, and was 
also the fortunate captor of ten very fine trout. The largest was 3lb.; two others 
weighed 2b. each, one was 11b., three $1b., and the other three a little smaller. He 
says they were the finest trout he ever saw, and in the most perfect condition. 
He hooked one still larger, which drew the hook away from the gut,—THoMAS 


Forb, 
Chichester. 

Much better sport has been experienced in this quarter since the welcome change 
of weather. Bream and roach have been feeding more freely at Chichester Canal, 
which is now in splendid condition. Mr. 8. Young, with Mr. Terry, secured 241b. on 
the 27th ult. Mr. Young, on the evening of the 28th ult. over 201b. of bream and 
roach, some good fish among them. A small pike was taken on an eel-line with 
dead bait on Wednesday by Mr. Smith, and several good eels up to 23lb. have been 
landed. From Selham (The Rother), Mr. Willison informs me a great number of 
good fish have been taken during the week, some fine roach and dace, and last week 
a trout of 2b. A handsome perch of 231b. was secured by a lad with coarse tackle. 
Willison says it is the best week’s fishing he has known. I have not the returns of 
the Lee Farm Fisheries, but I hear good sport has been had. From the Ouse fine 
roach have come to hand, taken with steamed malt; a visitor losing a heavy pike 
after along tussle, the line getting among sunken timber. Harbour-fishing has 
been remunerative, bass being well on at Chichester Harbour. At Littlehampton, 
on Wednesday morning, Mr. Smart caught 301b. of mullet, averaging about 1lb. per 
fish. Good baskets of trout have been made in private waters.—GEORGE F’, SALTER, 


Dove and its Tributaries. 
Good sport has been the rule down stream amongst the grayling during the past 
10 days or so; in fact, ever since the opening of the grayling season good sport has 
been general, especially between Rocester and Uttoxeter. Here is a record of the 


achievements of one fisherman, Mr. Wm, J. Gibb, who fishes the Dove a good deal, 


at the part named: last Wednesday week twelve brace grayling and five of trout, 
and five brace grayling with four of trout for the day following. On Saturday, 
from a neighbouring length (the Norbury) fifteen brace grayling and two anda 
half brace trout ; Mr. Shirling Keeling took seven anda half brace grayling after 
7 p.m. on Wednesday ; also a fair dish the day following. About four-fifths of the fish 
took the Small Black Gnat. The May Fly season is now over. It has been a dull 
one, generally speaking.—FosTER Bros., Ashbourne. 


Eden (Armathwaite). 

Summer at last. The sun has crossed the Line or gone in for some other erratic 
duty in the performance of which his eminence had utterty failed previously, so 
that after a weary turn of grumbling and growling the weather has mended his 
ways, and there is really a smell of summer at last. Let us sing, “Oh! be joyful.” 
The smell of the newly-cut meadows is delicious, and the shady paths by the river- 
side charming. Evening fishing has been prosecuted briskly, although the takes 
have only been light. Messrs. Crosier, Parkin, and Sergeant Fox having each a fair 
basket on Friday night, and had much about the same sport on Monday night. On 
Tuesday, Mr. MacAllister had about twenty on the Holmenraye Island, having been 
the solitary occupant all night. Mr, Stubbs had seventeen in the same water 
yesterday. Myr, Hannah, nineteen in the club water.—CAT CLINT, 


ot Eden (Carlisle). 
On Friday, 25th ult., Archdeacon Prescott took 101b. of trout; and on Saturday 


Mr. Slater 13lb. with the worm. Since then the weather has been so hot that anglers 
rather avoided day-fishing. ‘The professionals who have been fishing at night com- 
plain that trout are taking the Bastard very badly, and have had to be content with 
two or three shillings for their night’s work, and weary walk home of five or six 
miles, But on Tuesday night Mr. Slater killed 13lb. below Holme Wrangle, chiefly 
with the small fly, and he was in bed by 2.30. There are still plenty of beautiful 
grilse and sea-trout in the shops at 1s. per pound, and as the demand is falling off I 
expect they will be reduced to 10d. very soon, at which price they are cheaper than 
butcher’s meat, and more palatable this hot weather.—SILVER-GREY, 


Halladale (Forsinard Hotel). 

The rains of last week have put this river in good fishing trim, and grilse, the 
first for the season, have made their way in large numbers to the upper pools, The 
famous “ Bridge pool”’ is literally swarming with grilse and a good sprinkling of 
salmon. This has been by far the best season on the Halladale for the past three 
years, and good sport has been had since May Ist. The grilse run from 31h, to 61b., 
and salmon from 6lb, to 171b, have been got. The lochs in this locality have been 
doing well of late ; highest basket to one boat 3141b. of trout, average weight 31b., 
heaviest trout 14lb. Gentlemen wishing for good troutefishing should lose no time 
in visiting this angling resort. Route, vail to Forsinard, which is only one minute’s 
walk from the hotel—Guro. MURRAY, 

° Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—Fine weather has prevailed during the past week, and, as a conse- 
quence, the fishing has been good. W. Barbeary, fishing off Baggy, has had some 
good catches of bass; he reports them to be very plentiful and in prime condition, 
some weighing 8lb. each. Boating parties, fishing both to the eastward and west- 
ward, have had some splendid catches of whiting pout and pollack, averaging from 
401b. to 501b. per boat per tide, while those fishing with rod and hand-lines from the 
rocks at Shallow Path, Compass Hill, the pier-head, and jetty have had equally 
good catches, Any one fond of boat-fishing would meet with good sport by paying 
us @ visit just now. Weather fine, and prospects never better.—E. COMER. 


Lake District. 

The streams throughout the district are now very low, and are becoming more so 
each day. The weather is brilliantly fine, and, consequently, there is little fishing 
during the day. Several anglers have been fairly successful with large- 
winged night flies, and others with our local May (Stone) Fly. Insect food is 
generally abundant. The char-fishing of Windermere is improving with the 
weather, and several takes have been had. Mr. Evershed had a nice salmon at the 
Waiste one evening during the present week on the Kent. Several good takes have 
been made in the Mint and Sprint, as also at Killington Tarn. A number of sea 
fish have come up the Kent; but we want water before anything can be done 
among them,—EPHEMERA., 


Z Lake Windermere and Tributaries. 

The scorching hot summer weather which set in at the end of last week has not 
been conducive to success for anglers so far as trout-fishing in the lake is concerned, 
and I haye not heard of anything being done in that direction worthy of record. On 
Tuesday night last, after nine o’clock, one of our experts, by ‘‘ thrashing ” with the 
White Gnat from shore near the mouth of the Troutbeck, Janded twenty-six ; but, 
with the exception of one about 41b., they were all small-fry. The feeding rivers 
have become too low for any sport, Good specimens of trout, from 2lb. to 3lb., con- 
binue to be taken by the nets, and it is believed that the presence of this class of 





trout in such numbers is the outcome of some artificial hatching .of, the great lake 
trout in Cunsey Beck some time ago by Col. Sandys. The hot weather is bringing 
perch to the shallows, and good sport in that direction may be had shortly. 
Esthwaite Lake.—The fishing for pike by trolling on the above water is being car- 
ried on successfully, the catches on each day being very similar, as a rule, to what 
were recorded on the opening ofthe season. One party, with portions of four days’ 
fishing, captured fifty-five fish ; but for all this, there never seems to be any dimi- 
nution in Esthwaite, and a good days’ sport can be had on almost any.oceasion. In 
regard to obtaining permit tickets for this water, we ought to state that tickets 
can now be obtained at the Sawrey Hotel, where comfortable accommodation is also 


to be had.—W. 
Lea (Rye House). 


The water is very bright, and there has been a nice lot of roach and bream taken 
from under the trees by the Rye House, and some ‘good perch. The wind is just 
right for them now, south-east—Wm. COWELL, © : ; 


Lea (Broxbourne). eae 
The roach are well on the feed now. Amongst the takes during last week—Mr. 


Shilling, over 201b., one scaling 1lb. l4oz. -On Saturday, Mr. Davies, 31}lb., 20 
weighing 201b.—H, P1@Gorr. 
Leicester. 

From cold north-east winds of last week, we haye been suddenly ushered into 
almost tropical weather, and anglers whose business compels them to work during 
the mid-day have been most anxious to avail themselves of a visit to the preserved 
waters adjacent to the town. Roach fishing has been quiet, and this will be the 
case until they have thoroughly recovered from spawning operations. The best 
sport has been had with perch, pike, and dace, especially with the last-mentioned, to 
those who are fond of fly-fishing. No large specimens were taken; but several 
baskets contained 41b. and 5lb. of this plucky little fish. Several good chub have 
been landed, both with fly and worm, the latter bait also causing havoc among the 
the perch, a few of which scaled over 1lb, Pike-fishing has been freely pursued, 
but no large ones have been caught, the majority just coming over regulation size, 
and the-largest up to 41b. or 5lb, A good many anglers from Leicester have also 
been fishing the river Wreake, and the fishing stations at Brooksby, Frisby, and 
Rearsby. Dace, perch, and pike have here supplied the cream of the fishing. At 
Thornton Reservoir angling has shown a decided improvement this season, which, 
no doubt, has been mainly caused by the unremitting attention of Mr. Tompkins, 
the lessee. Some fine trout and perch have been had, the largest trout being a 
splendid fed fish, taken by Mr. Jarvis, of Leicester, and weighed 33lb. A lot of perch 
have also been secured, and a visit will well repay anyone who is anxious to take 
home a good basket, and can enjoy the picturesque surroundings for which this 
portion of the district is celebrated. The weather on Thursday was again very hot, 
and a good flush of water would be acceptable both to the fish and anglers,— 
ALERT, 9 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these streams are right.—G WYNNE, 


Medway (Tunbridge). 

The water could not be better, though rain would no doubt greatly improve 
things ; still, one blessing is that fish are well on the feed, particularly the roach 
and bream. ‘They are being taken in all parts, the roach with paste, gentles,. and 
boiled wheat, and the bream with a well-scoured worm.—YE MEDWAY. WATER-RAT 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 


Anglers are busy with the roach and bream morning and evening. Several takes 
have been had during the week of some very good roach, also some’ good bream ; 
but there is nothing doing during the daytime, for it is too hot to do any good. In 
the evening fish are rising in all parts of the river, which shows. that there are 
plenty of them in the river, and the water is in good condition for fishing. Prospects 
good. The waters are strictly preserved, and anyone fishing is expected to subscribe 
towards the expenses.—H. Rout. Z cts g 


Ouse (Brandon, Norfolk), , 

Take train to Littleport Station. Water in good condition. Bream and roach are 
well on feed. Mr. Wm. Dykes took, on Friday, 25th inst., beforé’ 8 a.m., thirteen 
bream, weighing 40lb., one chub, weighing 7lb. loz.; also a great quantity of 
roach, which were not weighed. Mr. Abraham Porter took on June 28th, seven 
bream in prime condition, weighing 2441b—GEoRGE Hrarn, Brandon Creek. [If 
the chub was actually 71b. 1oz., we trust it has been sent to a fish preserver, as it is 
a most unusual weight ; in fact, we do not quite believe in it.—ED. ] 

Severn (Gloucester). 

The tides in this river arenow on; they will greatly improve the coarse fishing, as 
they bring the fish up over the weirs from the lower river. The trout streams’ are 
very low and fine, and the fish are well on; the angler must bear in mind that fine 
tackle and far off is the only way of making his heart light and his creel heavy. 
Alderman J. Knight, seven brace of trout, with small red worms ; Messrs. Hartland 
and Morris, 10} brace, with the fly and live minnows; Mr, Richings, seven brace, 
taken with the Marlow Buzz and Black Gnat ; Mr, T. Allen, 44 brace, name of flies 
not to hand; Mr. H. Moreland, 24 brace, taken with worms; a gentleman and 
friend, nine brace, taken with the Marlow Buzz. While fishing in the Berkeley 
Canal for perch with worms, a local angler hooked a carp, and after a 
desperate struggle, lasting about twenty minutes, it was safely landed; its weight 
was 5lb.100z. It is being set*ip by a Gloucester man. From the same water some 
good takes of roach have been had by Messrs. J. Wood, C. Jones, W. Guker; ‘and 
others, Police-sergeant Critchly had 10$lb. of tench; and Mr, J, Haynes 94lb, of 
tench, with worms, from a tench paradise.—SINGLB HAIR, _ 

Taw_(North- Devon). 

The warm weather has prevented much fishing, only just a few youngsters going 
out at night time ; but the catches have been small. I expected, after reading your 
papers lately of the quantity of fresh salmon in the rivers, we should have heard of 
some takes ; but up to the present time no salmon are recorded—evidently old fish 
taken for new ones. A few days back a gentleman, speaking of the quantity of peal 
taken, said, “I have heard of dozens taken up to July; but this year only two—none 
left : the small mesh nets have taken them. Bass fishing on the estuary, good. The 
otter hounds are out to-day, anda blank record; but my experience is ‘when there 
are no otters there are no trout. Otters feed upon eels and snails; eels feed upon 
trout spawn ; no otters to take the eels, eels eat-the spawn,—_ RUSTY GAME, 


Teme (Tenbury). 

Water still keeps in fine fishing order, keeping clear, but rather low. Sport has 
been very good, the fish rising freely to the fly, and good dishes. haye been taken, 
The flies on are the Red Spinner, Grey Drake,and Yellow Dun.—WORCESTER, _ 

Teme (Ludlow). . 

This stream is still in fine fishing condition, but getting lower. The flies used 
have been the Grey Drake, Orle, Yellow Dun, and Red Spinner. With the worm 
several very good dishes of trout have been caught. Under Whitcliffe fish 141b. have 
been caught by Mr. J. Bursnell during the week,—S, LUDLOW. ; he’s 

Trent. (Alrewas). cia ibgyen: 

The season so far has been very good, and a large number of fine grayling; 11b. 
and upwards, have been taken with fly and gentle. Last Saturday a fine sample of 
chub (one 311b.), roach, eels, and perch were taken ledgering. . Bait, tail end of lob- 
worm,—ANON, ; nas y 
Trent aud Lower D.ve (Burton). ........ 

With the advent of more summer-like weather, greater numbers of rodsters have 
turned out, and am glad to say have met with fair sport. At Wetmoor, on Monday, 
a bag of 17lb. of roach was made, besides several smaller ones from the same length. 
From the Doye, several heavy takes of chub are reported chiefly with the large. Black 
Caterpillar, ribbed with broad silver tinsel From Willington I hear of good takes 
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of eels and perch’; little doing amongst the grayling. Yesterday (Wednesday) 
three of us had nota solitary fin amongst the lot, not a fish except a few small ones 
"rising —S. Howarp. 0" i : 


Ment ‘(WNottingham). 


Seba “Scorching hot weather has been experienced during the week ; but hundreds of 


_ anglers have. been out, meeting with varied success amongst coarse fish, At Shardlow 
the barbel swims have engaged plenty of attention ; but so far scarcely a fish has 
been persuaded to feed, and it is evident they are still backward, On Tuesday, in 
the Holme Pierrepont length, two Nottingham adepts got a nice bag of roach and 
bream, with a barbel, and some eels. These latter have been running freely, and 
taking ina greedy manner all sorts of worms. On Thursday, the salmon nets were 
brought. into requisition for the first time this season in the length below King’s 
Mills weirs ; but although several draws were made, only one fish was taken, Fly- 
fishermen haye been busy, anda gentleman in the Wilford reach has nightly been 
killing plenty of dace and chub. The river is still free from weed, and as soon as 
the barbel come on in earnest splendid baskets ought ctrtainly to be the order of the 
day,_THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, —- 

et fea een, (ORE) 


The bright weather and low water during the few last days have brought angling 
to nearly a standstill, The upper part of the lower water was netted on Tuesday 
and the lower portion on Wednesday ; on the last-mentioned day 34 good-sized fish 
were netted, and met with a ready sale at ls. per lb. It is stated that abundance of 

~ fish axe to be seen at the lower part of the river near the tidal portion, and as soon 

_ as there isa sufficient fall of rain to raise the water there will be good sport.— ARGUS, 
ela ies Weston Lake (Oswestry). | 

_ Fly-fishing fairly good. T have taken a few fine trout this last week, and I may 

say that I never saw better fish and in such good condition. Mr. T. Markey, of 

Bailey-stréét, took one‘of the handsomest trout I ever saw ; it was a perfect picture, 

and scaled lb, 15oz, With warmer nights lake anglers may expect good sport.—H. 


GLOVER, : 
eee Whitadder. (Ellemford). 2 . 
OnSaturday last the weathér changed, and it became more genial. This was the 
Cranshaw’s competition day. Twelve anglers turned out to complete for the prizes, 
The sport was indifferent, asthe weight of the fish of the twelve men weighed only 
63Ib, . The head prize-taker’s fish weighed 101b., and the lowest in weight was 231b. 
Mr. W. L. Cummins, of Bishop Auckland, killed a splendid lot on that day, and he 
only fished up to two in the afternoon, On Monday and Tuesday he had capital 
takes. The worm‘is at present the principal bait, and anyone who knows how to 
fish, on a fayourable day, is sure of a heavy take. I have seen some capital baskets 
of trout within the last three days, many of the trout being weighty. It is con- 
sidered to be wrong to basket any trout under seven inches. The large trout are 
now fairly on to the shallows. It is a pretty,sight to see them on a sunny day, when 
there is no ripple on the water.—R. J. Funton, Ellem Cottage Duns, 
Aaiiliens Wye and Derwent. : 
~The weather during the past week has been excessively hot, which has been the 
~ cause of setting the fish better on the feed orrise. We have had a very many more 
natural flies out on the Derwent than we have had for some time, principally small 
Whirling Blue Dun and little black flies. Sport during the week with the artificial 
flies has been very fair, especially those that ‘have had the proper flies, and have 
known how to use them properly. On last Saturday morning I went down to 
- Whatstandwell, on the Derwent, along with two London gentlemen—viz., Mr, 
"Richard Dunn and another. I killed, during the day, 17 brace of grayling 
and two brace of trout, all killed with small Whirling Blue Dun flies. 
Grayling were rising very freely, but came very short at the artificial flies. The 
trout are now in excellent condition, and show wonderfully good sport ; after being 
hooked, many of them leaping out of the water several times (the same as salmon 
do), before they are allowed to be netted. There is nothing doing on the Wye lower 
lengths. I still hear very great complainings of the scarcity of fish in the Wye ; 
_ very few anglers out on the river. Early morning and late in the evening are the 
‘pest feeding times for artificial fly-fishing —GrorcEe JamES EATON, 
ea Tee ~. Yare (Norwich). 
-~ From Buckenham Ferry (host Garrett's) excellent reports are to hand. In one 
“case Messrs, F, Parker and Plummer, of the Norwich Piscatorial Society, succeeded 
in capturing upwards of four stone of very fine roach, One of the fortunate gentle- 
‘men told me. that the majority of these fish weighed nearly 11b. each, and in several 
“instances 131b. “Other ‘Cases of lesser importance, but still worthy of the spot, are 
reported, From Brundall the news is good, roach especially being now well on feed, 
and some capital sport has been had in several cases. Hither of the above stations 
are first-rate roach-fishing grounds. I have received a report from host Goldspink, 
Cantley Red House, which states that Professor Day and a gentleman were there 
yesterday (Thursday), and caught a splendid lot of roach weighing from IIb. to 
141b., and in the aggregate weighing two and a half stones. He describes the water 
as grey, and mentions that the tides are now very low. On the Bure some fine 
roach and rudd haye been captured; in some cases the fish were too much for the 
fine tackle used and broke away. I trust we may hear more of really fine fish being 
hooked on this noted and prolific stream, Those who have been out yachting or 
‘fishing during the week are lucky, as the weather is now all that one could wish for 
holiday.time. .Prospect all round good.—RoBERT MOLL. 
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“SPECIAL NOTICE TO .OUR CLUB AND RIVER REPORTERS. 
_ We must request our Club and River Reporters kindly to make their 
. reports as short as possible, and not to mention trivial matters and 
~-animportant catches, as they crowd out matter of general interest to 

all our readers, whereas a local report is only locally interesting. 
_. The Piscatorial Society has adopted the excellent rule of only send- 
--jng reports on occasions of importance, such as annual dinners, &c. 
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an _DUMYRIBS-SHIRE.—The waters in this county are all very low, and consequently 
there is very little salmon-fishing. Sea-trout from 21b, to 3lb. have been landed in 


Messrs. T. S. Chalmers, Dumfries; A. ©. Burton, H. Grieve, C. Bone, A. P. Sherriff, 
R. Sherriff, and J. B. Hilliard, Glasgow ; MacEwan, Stevenson, J.T. Todd, and J. H. 
Todd, Stirling; R. Mitchell, Dumbarton; J. D. Lumsdens Perth ; HE. H. Morton, 
Birkenhead ; G. L. Morton, London; ©. J. Crawford, Neweastle-on-Tyne, Average 
weight of trout, five to the pound, while a good many were over Ilb. in weight. 
Lotal catch for week, 1,035.—CuILFAIn Horan, Ki:MBLYORD. 

TWEED, TEVIOT, AND OTHER BoRDER Rivers.—The disciples of the rod and 
line have had their patience fully tried during the last ten days, that time having 
been one most tantalising to the angler. The water in all the rivers has fallen to 
a very low ebb, and the bottoms of the stream, as a natural consequence, are now 
very filthy, and we would require a flood of at least from 4ft, to 6ft. to clear them 
out, and, at the same time, to bring back sport to its normal condition. On all the 
rivers, generally speaking, in this district takes have ‘been very poor since our last 
notes, and as for salmon-fishing the less said the better, although now and again we 
hear of a solitary kill being made, The best takes that have come under our notice 
since last notes are, on the Tweed, Mr: R. Allan, Barlinne, nine trout, weighing 5lb., 
while a day after. he had 8lb; Mr, J. Rodgers, Kelso, 5lb.; Mr. T, Stewart, Kelso, 
4lb, and 6lb; and on the Rutherford water (Tweed) Dr. Mackenzie, Kelso, on 
Monday last killed 13lb. Mr. J. McNab, Kelso, while angling at Kelso Bridge one 
night last week, hooked and killed, after an exciting run of some time, a beautiful 
common yellow trout, which turned the scale at a little under 41b, The fish was 
killed with fly at the first arch of the bridge nearest to the town. Monday last was 
the summer competition of the Kelso Angling Association, and a full account of the 
proceedings will be found amongst our reports of Club Meetings. . Suffice it to say 
here that the competition was a most successful one, despite the bad-state of the 
weather and water. On the Leader, in the Earlston district, the following baskets 
have been got :—Mr, Peter Boa, 8lb. 130z..;°-Mr.. W. Young, 5]b. 120z.; Mr.. Jas. 
Gibson, 5lb. 50z. On the Blackadder, on Saturday, in the Greenlaw. district, Mr. D. 
Leitch, Greenlaw, had 161b, 50z.; Mr. M. Leitch, Greenlaw, 5lb. 1440z.; Mr. R. Renton, 
Greenlaw, 2lb. 60z. ; Mr. T. Curley, Greenlaw, 1lb. 14oz. ; Mr, W. Cook, 11b.100z. ; Mr. J. 
Foster, 1lb. 7oz. ;Mr. D. Leitch, 11b, 20z, On the Whitadder, Mr, Robt, Milne has had 
8lb. 90z., while lesser baskets have been killed by Mr. Brown, Mr. W, Milne, Mr. 
John Hay, Mr. Thos. Sanderson, and Mr. James R. Cromarty. The Northumberland 
streams and burns have not been yielding so well during the past few days, but some 
fair takes have also been got.. Salmon Fishing: On the Thornielee water, on Upper 
Tweed, a Mr. McVine, Newcastle, a visitor to the Peebles Hydropathic, while angling 
for trout, hooked a salmon, and after an exciting run landed. him successfully. The 
fish when weighed scaled 111b., and was caught on fine trout tackle. The fish, which 
was aspring salmon, is said to be the earliest capture of a, spring fish that has been 
got on the upper waters of the Tweed for. many years past... Tweed Net Salmon 
Fishings :—No improvement to note since last week. Grilse and trout rather more 
numerous. Prices: Salmon, ls. 2d.; grilse, 1s. 1d.; trout, 10d. per lb,. The same 
prices were current a year ago. The weather to-day is exceedingly hot, with the 
wind §,8.W., and the barometer at 75 in the shade.—MAx WHEEL, Kelso, July 1, 





IRISH NOTES. 


GALWAY (WxEsT oF IRELAND).—There has been capital sport here during the last 
week ; an average of six rods on the river each day killed 145 fish, weighing 8011b., 
during the week. On Monday last, Capt, Cohen, one of the members of the angling 
club, killed twenty-one fish on the fly, and one on shrimp, twenty-two in all. 
To-day it was very bright, but seven rods landed forty-one fish. I never saw a finer 
run of grilse than at present, many of them 8lb.in weight. If we only get a little 
rain there will be splendid fishing during July and August.—SENTRY. 

Tur ERNE AND LouGH MELVIN (Co. DoneGAL):—For the greater part of the 
past week the weather was very hot, with dark, heavy clouds hanging about’; very 
little wind, and a thick fog in the evenings. However, salmon are rising very 
freely, and although a large number of them are rather small, the sport was first- 
class, ‘The following are the number of fish taken on the Hrne during the past 
week :—Mr. E. Houlgrave, three salmon and five grilse; Mr. J. Stone; one salmon 
and nineteen grilse, weighing from 8} to 3lb.; Mr. D. E, Glynn, thirteen grilse ; 
Mr. P. Cooper, four salmon and eleven grilse; Captain Barry, one salmon and ten 
grilse ; Lord Dunally, in two days, three grilse; Mr. Tyrrell, in two days, two 
grilse. The May Fly fishing on Loch Erne is over for this season. The fishing on 
Lough Melvin still continues first-class, both trout and salmon.—M. ROGAN, jun., 
Ballyshannon. bs 

SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL),—The river is swarming with peal and 
fresh-run salmon ; every tide brings up more and more. Every net on the lower 
waters, besides single fish, a haul of from three to seven salmon and peal, mixed 
sometimes, sometimes all salmon, and (more generally) sometimes all peal. In the 
upper waters they may be seen every day, and heard every night leaping in the 
weirs, eddies, and such likely places, while sometimes in places where you would 
hardly expect to see a trout, the water so clear and shallow, you would be surprised 
to see suddenly a flash like silver, and a peal, followed sometimes by another and 
another, would take a somersault in the sunshine. I never remember such a rush of 
fish coming so early in the year, especially with the water at such a low ebb. Some 
good sport was had by anglers. Major Dixon killed four peal one evening, three of 
them averaging 51b., and one 3lb., on the ‘“‘ Bridge Stream,” where Mr. Frederick 
Clibborn killed two last evening, 5lb. and 41b.— RICHARD BRADFORD, Clonmel, 
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TO STRAIGHTEN A WARPED JOINT. 

Str,—Allow me to ask some of your readers how to get straight againa rod which 
has become warped or crooked? Also I would like to know the best method of 
making a cast of a salmon or other large fish ?—I am, &c., 

Newtown, June 29, E. 

NK SE ET “ 

Tur NIGHT-JAR.—This interesting bird rejoices in a variety of titles,and in 
almost every locality in. which it is frequently met with it is known by some 
familiar name. Hence, it is variously spoken of as “ Goatsucker,” “ Dor-hawk,” 
“Night-hawk,” ‘“Fern-owl,” “ Wheel-bird,” “Jar-owl,” “Churn-owl,” and other 
names more or less suggestive of the bird’s habits and peculiarities, Although not 
strictly speaking rare, the Night-jar is a bird not commonly seen or closely observed ; 
a state of things easily accounted for when we consider that itis of purely nocturnal 
habits, and usually spends the hours of daylight silent and motionless. The writer, 
some years ago, while making a journey one morning, noticed a Night-jar crouched 


_ --the upper reaches of the Annan and Esk; in fact the trout this season, so far, are 
ts Ls oamaatingg Some successful shade-fishing has been done in the Nith, and the 
“Stewart” tackle has hada chance at last. Messrs. Reid and Kennedy, Dumfries, 
- « have-killed-a number of brown and sea-trout in the lower reaches of the Nith. The 
weather justnow is grand, and I can recommend this beautiful country to anglers 
who love a charming landscape, and whose aim is not purely a sensational kill, 
~ Reports from the Stewartry are meagre, but I fancy goodluck would attend anyone 
-> ‘trying his chance in the Urr or the Dee.—B ; 
|. Locu-na-CraiG (ABERFELDY).—-Mr. Gilroy fished this loch last week and had 
-nice baskets of trout. Messrs, Cox and Spied also got a good basket of trout on the 
29th ult.—ALFRED NICOL, ’ 
i ~-Loon-Awk.—Comparatively few rods have been out during the past week, but 
those few have in most cases been well rewarded, excellent baskets of trout having 
. ‘Been taken, in’ addition tosome salmon and Salmo ferow, Mr. Bishop Culpeper, fishing 
_» from the Taycreggan Hotel, hooked on different days four salmon, which in every 
~o-ease broke away, one—a, very fine fish—just at the gaff. _The hill lochs, 
~:tadjacent’to the above hotel are now in splendid order, and are yielding large baskets, 
1 5A, Munro, Taycreggan Hotel, June 28, : 
y Pass oF MELFORT (NEAR OBAN),—The following gentlemen have been fishing 
Cuilfail waters during the past week with good results :—Bailie) Brown, Airdrie ; 


along the top of a rail by the side of, and only a few feet from, the railway running 
through Glynde in the ceunty of Sussex ; and when the train returned in the after- 
noon, some six hours later, the bird was exactly in the same position; And it may 
be mentioned here that the Night-jar does not perch in the ‘same way as other 
birds, but crouches or lies along the branch, or what it may be resting on, in the 
same direction as the limb, and not across it. This peculiarity, combined with the 
sombre brown of the bird’s plumage, renders it somewhat difficult of detection, and 
doubtless on this account the creature is frequently passed unnoticed and unthought 
of. But though dull and quiescent in daylight, the bird is vastly different when its 
feeding time has arrived ; then its whole character changes, it suddenly becomes 
possessed of marvellous powers of flight, and exhibits an endurance of motive power 
and elegance of movement that place it in the very first rank of accomplished flyers. 
Now dashing past almost within grasping distance, now wheeling round some old 
oak or chestnut tree, now rising high into the air, now gradually descending, now 
sweeping forwards in a long straight line, and now returning in a series of graceful 
curves, one moment visible and the next lost in the gloom—it may well be doubted 
whether any other bird can possibly excel the Night-jar in grace of movement 
This interesting bird is really, as Morris calls it, “a gigantic and sombre swallow,’ 
and, like the swallow, is a summer visitor only, and subsists exclusively on insect 
food,—From Familiar, Wild Birds, : 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed, Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The committee meeting will take place on Monday evening next, July 5th, at 
8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

EASTERN District Visiting List No. 2. 

The next return visit on this list will take place on Monday next, July the 5th, at 
the Little Independent Angling Society, when the favour of the company of anglers 
and friends is solicited by—F. THORLING. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Medcalf weighed in roach, 3lb. 7oz.; Mr. Farebrother, 2lb. 630z. ; Mr. Podley, 
30z.; Mr. Binks, one jack. The first roaming match of the season will take place on 
July 18th for ten prizes, from Roydon to Burnt Mill, river Stort, only.—J. Wor- 
LEDGE, 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING: SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the 27th ult. with the following results :—Messrs. 
Glosters, roach and dace ; Mr. Ballard, dace from Staines; Mr. Gisbourne, bream ; 
Mr. Thomas, roach. The next contest will take place at Amberley on July 11th for 
three prizes, presented by J. F. Moulton, Esq., M.P. ; starting from Clapham Junc- 
tion at 8.27 a.m., returning from Amberley at 6.12 p.m.—all fish bar jack. The 
return visit of the S.L.U.V.L. will be to this club, Queen’s Hotel, Queen’s-road, 
Lavender-hill, S.W., on Tuesday, July 6, when all brother anglers will receive a 
welcome. Mr. Philip Geen has promised to attend. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of this society was held on Friday, the 25th ult., Mr. H. 
Dunn presiding, with Mr. Oscar Fisher in the vice-chair. The evening was almost 
entirely devoted to business, and itis with pleasure that the Friars now consider 
themselves firmly established. Two gentlemen were nominated, and will be balloted 
for membership next week. The secretary in last week’s report inadvertently stated 
that the first match of the season would be fished for on the 4th inst. ; the date fixed 
for the competition is the 11th inst. The weighing-in on the 27th ult. was not 
brilliant ; an honorary member had a good show of roach and dace, but would not 
weigh them. Mr. H. Dunn, on Monday, weighed-in perch, roach, and dace. This 
Friday evening (the 2nd inst.) a smoking concert will, as previously announced, be 
held at the club-house in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. The 
Friars earnestly hope that all readers of this notice who are interested in the worthy 
object in view, will give it their generous support, and attend the Peabody Arms, 
Broadwall, Stamford-street, Blackfriars, 8.E., at 8.30.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec, 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting last Friday, at the Brunswick Arms, Brunswick-street, Blackfriars, 
was a busy one. Amongst the items was the arrangement of a match to take 
place at Windsor on July 4th for Messrs. Wertheim, Smith, Salisbury, and S. 
Bryan’s prizes, roving commission, between Eton Bridge and Surly Hall; all 
fish to weigh bar jack; members going down on Saturday to meet at the Brocas 
for kit inspection on the 4th not later than 9.45, Sport was bad on the 27th ult. 
I suppose we must put it down to the sudden change in the weather. One most 
peculiar thing is that everyone seemed to have caughteels. The following membe's 
weighed in :—Messrs. Wertheim, Robbins, Salisbury, and Massey. I hope sport 
will be better next week, and that brothers of other clubs will not forget to give 
us a bumper at the A. B. F. concert on July 9th at our show.—STEWART BRYAN, 
hon. sec. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The 43rd regular meeting of the club was held on Monday, June 28. There were 
present, Messrs. G. Reeves, Roebuck, Bond, G. R. Reeves, Mayman, Longley, Barker, 
W. Allard, and others, Mr. George Reeves in the chair. Mr. Mayman offered a guinea 
prize for the largest jack taken at Maidenhead. The hon. sec. announced the 
following takes : Mr. T. Roebuck, caught with one rod before 10 a.m., one tench, 
2lb. 120z. ; one perch, 1lb. 1130z. ; four rudd, 2lb. 240z., 21b. 20z., 21b.10z., 11b. 1130z., 
respectively ; two roach, 1lb. 9oz. and 11b. 40z. respectively ; 32 rudd, weighing 33]b. ; 
and 13 roach, weighing 91b. 60z.; total, 57lb. 1l}0oz. Mr. Tracey, five bream, 
7lb. 3402. ; one jack, 5lb. 330z.; one tench, 3lb. 540z. Mr. G. Reeves, one chub, 
1lb, 202. ; one dace, 3}0z.. Mr. Bond, one dace, 80z.—F. E. LONGLEY, hon. sec. 

CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in fish on the 27th ult. :—Mr. R. Garbrecht, 
roach, dace, and perch from the Lea, 4lb. 940z.; Mr. Murray, a bream and a barbel 
from the Thames, 2lb. 610z. ; Mr. Castell, roach and dace from the Lea, 2lb. 1 oz. ; 
Mr. Nitz,a bream and a perch from Amberley, 1lb. 121b.; and Mr. H. Gates, dace 
and gudgeon from the Thames. On the 4th July we compete for prizes in the 
Stort, between Hunsdon Mill and Parndon Mill.—Cas., 

CLAPTON. 

Our ordinary monthly meetings were held on Monday last, Mr. A. J. Tibbatts in 
the chair. Committee at 7.30, general meeting at 8,and concert at 9 o'clock p.m. 
The minutes of previous meeting were signed; three new members then proposed 
were unanimously elected. The secretary's letter of congratulation to Sir Charles 
Russell was read and approved, a copy was ordered to be entered in the minute-book. 
The Attorney-General’s courteous reply was also read ; its contents were very satis- 
factory to the members present. A very handsome engraving, ‘“ Izaak Walton and 
his Pupil,” had been most kindly presented to our society by our president, R. B 
Marston, Esq., and a very cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Marston for his handsome. 
appropriate, and acceptable present was carried unanimously. Mr. R. Ghurney, 
attended, and informed us of the drawing-off of the Lea waters at Walton. Our 
bailiff, T. Verdun, sent up three night-lines which he had found in our private water 
at the Copper Mill Stream. Mr. W. W. Thompson weighed-in two handsome trout 
weighing 235lb. and 1lb. 7oz., respectively, and a nice chub of 1b. 140z., and some 
minor catches were reported. I beg to give notice that a return visit will be paid 
to our society by the clubs forming the No. 1 Eastern District of the Anglers’ 
Association. I can promise all those who honour us with a visit a 
hearty welcome and a first-class entertainment. It was thought, to 
be more complimentary to our projected visitors, to set apart a special 
night for their reception; consequently we have fixed Wednesday, 
the 14th July next, at 8 o'clock p.m. We shall have a fine show 
of specimen cases, and I anticipate a large attendance of anglers and their 
friends. Our smoking concert held after business was a very enjoyable one, our new 
pianist, Mr. H, Baker, meriting the applause bestowed on his efforts, both as to his 
solos and accompaniments.—HENRY HowsgB, hon. sec. 

EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only two of our members were out on the 27th ult. ; but although the sport was 
very bad, Iam happy to say that we were saved a blank, as Mr. W. Barnett was 
successful in weighing in a very nice bream. Five of our members intend fishing in 
the South London peg-down at Yalding, when I hope we shall have a fine day and 
plenty of knocks,—WARWICK. ; 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at the 
Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. Taylor in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. Notice of the delegate 
meeting of the Central Association on Friday evening next, was laid before the meet- 
ing. A discussion took place on angling topics in general, in which Capt. Alfred, 
Messrs. Taylor, Young, Parker, Sims, and Sowerbutts took part. The following reso- 
lution, which was passed at the meeting of the 22nd ult., should have been 
included in the report of that meeting. Moved by Mr. Chambers, seconded by Mr. 
Taylor, and resolved, “That this society, having had opportunities of hearing state- 
ments from specially deputed members of the Anglers’ and Central Associations, 








considers itself qualified to form an accurate opinion of their relative importance 
and usefulness, and feels compelled to state that in its opinion one association could 
perform all the duties at present fulfilled by the two at less cost, without the fric- 
tion now often to be observed under existing circumstances, and feels assured that 
such a union would greatly add to its usefulness, influence, and authority in all 
matters connected with the interests of London anglers. This society, therefore, 
expresses the earnest hope that means may be devised to bring about an amalgama- 
tion, and promises its cordial co-operation whenever such attempt is made.” The 
meeting closed with the usual vote of thanks to the chairman.—H. 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Fifty-four of the members of the above club fished for fourteen prizes at Burnt 
Mill on the 20th ult., but only twenty-four got fish that would measure. All the 
prizes were taken. On the 27th there was a consolation prize fished for by members 
that had not taken a prize during the year. Mr. Philpott proved the winner. Next 
Tuesday, July 6th, will be quarterly night and the end of our financial year, I hope 
all members will attend.—R. MURPHY. 

HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We fished a club match on Thursday, June 17th, and another on the 20th ult., as 
is the custom of the society, so that all members can have their fair chance of taking 
the money they subscribe for. On the former date Mr. G. Bacchus was first with a 
nice take of barbel and chub, weighing 91b.; Mr. J. Smith, second, with 61b. 9oz. ; 
Mr. Peachey, third, with 5lb. 6oz. On the 20th ult., Mr. Underwood was first with 
a nice carp of 41b. 1l}oz., from Wimbledon. The other prizes were not taken, 
although several members tried for them. On Thursday, June 24th, Mr. Bacchus 
weighed in 6lb. 40z. of fish. The prize list for the season is now ready, and the 
value of the presentation prizes amounts to £23 11s. 6d., and club prizes are offered 
to the value of another £25; and besides these there are several valuable prizes in 
kind. Anyone wishing for a copy of our list can have it on application. Members 
will please remember that Mr. Measom’s prize will be fished for on July 19th and 
22nd, bank only. Also that the time for the first periodical gross weight expires 
on July 31st. At present Mr. Bacchus stands first, he having weighed in the greatest 
number over the standard weight fixed by the prize committee.—H. 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On June 27th, several of our members out, the following members weighing in : 
—G. Geale, barbel and roach ; R. Clark, gudgeon and dace; A, Liversage, perch; F. 
Page, roach and dace. Mr. E. Pyne, late member of the Rodney Piscatorials, who 
was proposed last week, was elected unanimonsly, having received his credentials, 
which were very satisfactory to our committee.—R. CLARK, sec. 

KELSO ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The annual summer competition of this club took place on Monday. From an 
angling point of view, the weather during the day was not a good one for the 
disciples of the rod and line, the sun blazing out brightly nearly all day, while to 
add to the difficulties of those competing a stiffish south-west wind was blowing, thus 
making it difficult to cast up-water with either worm or fly, the only two lures fished 
with during the day. On the whole, however, the takes weighed were very creditable. 
The total weight of the fish caught was nearly 46lb. After the weighing, which 
was expeditiously and satisfactorily done by the secretary, Mr. N. J. Mills, and the 
treasurer, Mr. A. Steel, under the superintendence of the committee, the members 
met for an hour or two, under the genial presidency of Mr. W. F. Vernon, vice- 
president of the Association, Dr. Mackenzie acting as croupier. Mr. Gibson gave 
notice of a motion he intended to bring forward at the next annual general meeting 
of the Association, which was to the effect that the club should take some steps to 
increase the supply of trout in the rivers by the means of restocking. Dr. Mackenzie 
also gave notice that he would move that no trout under Jin. be allowed to be 
weighed at future competitions. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Matters piscatorial are still very dull, the only thing at all lively being elec- 
tioneering. Several parties have had a day on some first-class private water, but, 
beyond an odd fish or two, nothing resulted. The weather, now apparently settled 
down a bit, may bring the bream, roach, and perch on, which they are not at 
present. Mr. R. Nelson had a good day at Ellesmere Lake, about a fortnight ago 
with jack and perch, killing over twenty of the former; but, then, if ‘there are fish 
about, or to be had—fishing legitimately, of course—‘ Dick” is bound to have them, 
a keen eye and ready hand giving him material assistance. It is a treat to see him 
and W. Davies fishing side by side, either on bank or in punt, their ready, persistent, 
and watchful attention ensuring success and making them almost invincible, as our 
record of prizes won clearly prove.—R. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

OXFORD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting of this society, at which about thirty members were present, 
was held on Monday evening, at the Pheasant Inn, St. Giles. The report showed 
that the society in the past year had been doing quiet and useful work, and 
attention was particularly directed to a paragraph which stated that it was impossible 
for the few river keepers to detect every breach of the by-laws unless each angler 
interested in the welfare of the fishing felt himself bound by a sense of duty to dis- 
countenance the taking of small fish and other practices inimical to legitimate 
angling. It has not yet been definitely decided whether the society wil! join with 
the Reading Association in their forthcoming tournament. The Oxford men 
do not desire to keep aloof from their confreres down river; but the 
opinion appears to be that the society should wait until it is stronger before 
it joins in such an undertaking. This is, perhaps, wise ; because it is a moral cer- 
tainty that there is scarcely a member who is qualified to compete in casting against 
some of the London and Nottingham experts who will be present on that occasion. 
I hope shortly to see a similar competition instituted at Oxford, when, perhaps, we 
shall be able to see how much undeveloped local talent it is possible to bring into 
the mackintosh. I am a fairly good hand with a Nottingham and fly-rod ; but I 
think I should have some conscientious scruples against performing in public.— 


CHERWELL OTTER. 
RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening, the 23rd June, a large number of members of this society 
met in the club-room of the Station Hotel, Richmond, to hear a paper which Sir 
Randal Roberts had most kindly promised to read before them on that date. Unfor- 
tunately, Mr. A. J. Little, the chairman of the society, and Mr. Dickinson, the vice- 
chairman, were prevented, from reasons beyond their control, from attending, and 
at the unanimous wish of those present, Mr. Henry Taman and Mr. H. B. Terrill 
carried out the duties of those positions. After the business of the evening had 
been disposed of, which included the election of Major-General Bishop as a member, 
and the announcement that Mr. King, of Windsor, had weighed in a chub weighing 
3lb. 7oz., Sir Randal Roberts rose to read his paper. The subject chosen by this 
gentleman was the “ Philosophy of Angling,” and in his hands it proved, as was 
expected, fruitful of amusement and instruction. After detailing and expatiating 
upon the wonderful unity and friendship which he found from personal observation 
existed between anglers of all nations, he stated some startling facts, which would 
tend to show that the love of the sport is deeply rooted in the minds of our versatile 
neighbours, the I'rench, and then concluded with a powerful peroration, which 
principally consisted of a just tribute of praise to those who angle not only for 
angling sake, but for the higher and truer motive, that it encourages habits of 
quietude and reflection, and brings to our notice in its pursuit some of the most 
glorious beauties of nature. It is scarcely necessary to say that the talented lecturer 
sat down amid continued cheering, and the chairman, in moving a vote of thanks, 
which was carried unanimously, thanked Sir Randal Roberts for his kindness in 
giving the reading, and justly stated that all who had heard it had derived the 
greatest pleasure and instruction from so doing. The services of the piano were then 
requisitioned, and Sir Randal Roberts, and Messrs, Davis, Griffiths, and Rollinson 
kindly sang some good songs. The summer dinner will take place at the Mitre 
Hotel, Hampton Court, on Wednesday evening, July 7, at 7 p.m. punctually, and I 
shall be obliged if gentlemen intending to be present will let me know as early as 
possible—H, OLIFForD TAMAN. 
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RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 30th ult. at the Horse Shoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, H.C., Mr. Robert Sharpless in the chair. Mr, Robert Sharpless 
and Mr. W. Wildey were elected auditors of our-first quarter's accounts. The follow- 
ing members weighed in fish on the 27th ult.—namely, Mr. F. Mallard, roach and 
dace ; Mr. Robert Sharpless, roach and gudgeon; Mr. Richard Sharpless, roach and 
gudgeon ; Mr. Piggott, roach. I hope to see a good show on the 4th inst., as our 
first prize competition closes on July 11th. A good number of our members are 
likely to be on the track of the finny tribe. -CHARLES PIGGorT, sec, 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 27th ult. a very nice show of roach, perch, bream, and dace, was exhibited 
by Messrs. J. Green, T, Allen, C. Chapman, De Perran, J. Roach, A. Fowler, E. 

enrie, E. Lachmuller, and T. Adams, the results of their labour, at the various rivers, 
lakes, canals, and reservoirs within 60 miles of London. Ona the 27th ult, several 
members had some good sport among the roach and dacein the Thames. Mr. R. 
Chantry headed the list with 23lb.; Mr. Moulton had 11lb.; Mr. GC. G. Pocock had 
8lb. of roach and perch; Mr. J. Smith had chub and gudgeon, R. Smith, roach and 
gudgeon ; and J. Davis had roach and gudgeon. Mr. J. Clarke visited the Medway, 
and found a “shop” with some bream in it, making the gross weight of fish reach 
nearly 601b. Members and friends intending to visit Yalding on the 4th inst. are 
requested to meet at the S.E. Railway, London Bridge, at 7 o’clock in the morning. 
—PIXIE. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

The members of this unity will compete at Yalding on the 4th inst., starting 
from London Bridge at 7.23, New Cross at 7.30. Mr. Court, assisted by Mr. J. Smith, 
jun., will peg out the swims.—PIxInE. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The clubs on this list fish a pegged-down match at Yalding on July 4th ; the train 
leaves London at 7.20, calling at New Cross. The next visit on the above list will 
take place at Battersea Friendly, Queen’s Hotel, Queen’s-road, Battersea, when I 
hope to have the pleasure of seeing as many anglers as can make it convenient to 
attend. Visit takes place on July 6.—J. Court, hon. sec. 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A complimentary return visit was paid to this society, on Monday, June 28th, 
and was a great success. Mr. Thorling presided as chairman. When the roll was 
called the following seventeen clubs respondei :—Amicable Waltonians, City of 
London, Convivial, Crown and Buckland, Eustonian, Little Independent, Metropo- 
litan, Original Clerkenwell Piscatorials, Reform, Star, St. Andrew's Piscatorials, 
Rising Sun, Fitzroy, Waltonians, Camden, Alliance, and Amicable Brothers. The 
chairman, in returning thanks to the company for the handsome manner they had 
responded to the call, remarked that their kindness would not be lost sight of by the 
members of the St. John’s. A hearty vote of thanks to Miss Parsons, and the sing- 
ing of Auld Lang Syne brought a very pleasant evening to a close.—F. T, 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

A few fish have been shown in the above since the opening of the season. On the 
16thult., Mr. Thomas Harris had roach and dace; on the 20th, Mr. Hagger, bream 
and roach, and Mr. S. Orrow, roach; on the 27th, Mr. T. Millington, 8lb. bream and 
roach, and Mr. HE. Hagger, 3lb. 7oz. bream. The sixth annual dinner will take place 
at the club-house on Wednesday, July 7th, on table at half-past eight. Those in- 
tending to be present will please communicate with the secretary at the club-house 
not later than Monday, July 5th.—Tuos. Grerron. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
*% On Thursday, the 24th ult., Mr. Freeman had a nice show of dace. Several of our 
members were out on the 27th ult., but had very bad sport, Mr. Lawes, sen., saving 
the club from a blank with some perch, Several of our members will fish at Yald- 
ing on July 4.—H. T. 















ANDERSON, ANDERSON, 


THE 


IMPROVED 


BUCKLAND 


WS 


\ 


\\e NS 


JACKET 


Can be shortened for 
Wading with Trousers. 


Is an excellent Shooting 
& Riding Waterproof. 








FISHING 
BROGUE 


(REGISTERED). 
Rd. 39981. 


Mr. Thoma3, writing to the FIsH- 
ING GAZETTE, says :— 

“The. Test Brogues are 
simply PERFECT. They are the 
best finished and easiest to wear 
(whilst at the same time giving AZ 
one a firm footing in the river) === 
that Lever used. I cannot praise 
them too highly,” &c., &c. 






‘ANDERSON, 





JAN 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


| to measure it, and found it 44ft. in length ; then to see if, like 





Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 


DERSON, & ANDERSON, 


13 


WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a good muster of members on Thursday, when it was decided that we all 
fish at Staines on the 25th inst., roving. Most of our members were out on the 20th 
and 27th ult., but met with very poor sport, only a few roach and perch being taken. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a very poor show on the 27th ult., those who had been out not thinking it 
worth while to weigh in. On Wednesday evening, the two new members proposed 
last week were balloted for and duly elected. It has been decided that the pegged- 
down match arranged for July 18th shall be fished at Chelmsford. We shall hold a 
smoking concert on Saturday week, the 10th July, for the benefit of our old 
and esteemed member, Mr. John Hopkins. It will be remembered that he almost 
entirely lost his eyesight a little while ago, causing him great loss in business, and 
since this he has had the further misfortune to lose his wife after a long illness, 

eS 





; A NOTE FROM CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. Josep Surr, in aletter from San Diego to the City Press, has the follow- 
ing interesting notes :— 

“ The water at low tide is always sufficiently deep for vessels of heavy burthen 
to discharge their cargoes. Here, those who have time frequently spend a few 
hours in fishing. On one occasion I saw three fine halibut caught in less than 
ten minutes ; on another, a man-eating shark was pulled out. I requested them 
the whale, it was 
warm-blooded, but ascertained such was not the case. On the following day a 
6£t. shark was caught, but that I did not see. Ona third occasion I witnessed a 
singular spectacle: A young fellow was fishing for mackerel, and pulling up his 
line, found one on his hook ; a dog-fish had seized the mackerel, and inside the 
dog-fish was an octopus, or devil-fish, so that he caught three distinct species of 
fish on one hook. I wished my old fishing friend, Mr. Thomas Spreckley, of 


Cannon-street, could have witnessed this curious spectacle. The octopi 
are terrible fish, and justly dreaded. A poor Chinaman was diving 
for abelone shells a few weeks since, about 150 miles from this 


place, an octopus seized him—it was good-bye to the Chinaman, whose comrades 
never saw him again. Then there is another strange fish called the sting-ray, 
which frequently hurts bathers. It is similar in shape to a sole or flounder ; 
burrows in the sand, and should one happen to tread upon it, turns quickly 
round and sends its tail containing the sting, which resembles the teeth of a 
saw, into the upper part of the foot. One poor fellow I knew was obliged to 
use crutches for two months owing to a sting from one; and a young lady, 
daughter of a neighbour, was quite lame for many weeks from the same cause. 
Such are some of our marine neighbours. 
a an ree 

Fisu Potsontnc.—As Captain J. D. Wingfield Digby, of Coleshill Park, 
Warwickshire, was fishing on his estate on Monday afternoon, he found that the 
fish poisoners had again been at their detestable work. Information was given 
to the police, and next morning between 30lb. and 40lb. of fish were discovered 
to have been poisoned—evidently by chloride of lime—in the stream between 
Mr. Stanley’s farm and the bridge near the Bell Inn, Sheldon. The fish were 
all trout, of the primest quality ever seen, weighing from 1b. to 14lb. each, 
some being still alive when found. Unfortunately, no clue has been ascertained 
of the miscreants, who, it is believed, carried away a large quantity, the fish, 
although thus poisoned (suffocated really), not being injurious for human food 
in the opinion of eminent professional gentlemen.— WORCESTER. 
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CAPTURE OF A MARVELLOUS BASKET OF TROUT: 
Wuite fishing with minnow on the Tweed, near Tillmouth, Mr. Stoddart, 
gamekeeper, killed a most marvellous basket of trout. One of the fish was a 
common yellow trout of 6lb. weight, and “was in splendid condition. This 
specimen has been presented to Mr. George Forrest, Kelso, the famous rod and 
tackle maker, and he has just handed it over to Mr. Brotherston, taxidermist, 
to have it preserved. Mr. Stoddart had also one 341b., and two trout 1b. each 
—making in all 11}1b. for four trout. The large fish was 23in. long and 12}in. 
in girth. Perhaps Mr. Tod doesn’t believe this either —MaxWHEEL, Kelso. 

[Maxwheel has sent a reply to Mr. Todd ; we hope to insert it next week. 
—Ep.] 
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NorFoLK RIVERS AND BroAps.—The fishing-stations are all of easy access by the 
Great Eastern Railway, and it is quite a matter of choice as to where the good catch 
is to be taken—Brundall, Surlingham, Buckenham, Cantley, and Reedham on the 
river Yare; Coltishall, Wroxham, Horning, and Acle on the river Bure ; and there is 
a fine stretch of-water on the little river Ant, from Irstead Church to Stalham, 
passing over the navigable portion of Barton Broad, that must not be overlooked, as 
it is, perhaps, some of the very best perch-ground on these streams, and is easily 
reached from Stalham. The angler on making his pitch must not on any account 
neglect the ground-bait, as this must on all occasions be used with a most liberal 
hand, Late. experience has taught the writer that excellent accommodation 
at moderate prices may be obtained at any of the above-named fishing-stations.—— 
Norfolk Daily Standard. 

THAMES FisHuRY OasEs.—At the Chertsey Bench on Wednesday last an applica- 
tion was made by Mr. George Payne, of the Thames Conservancy, on behalf of the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society, for the condemnation of a flue net which had 
been taken by Mr, Collier, of the Wheatsheaf and Pigeon, Staines, from four men 
who had been using it at the back of Truss’s Island, tue men having run away and 
left it through being fouled against one of the stakes. The net was ordered to be 
destroyed. At the Brentford Bench, on Saturday last, John Armitage and Georg? 
Chandler, fishermen, were convicted, upon the evidence of P.C. Buchanan, for using 
night-lines at Brentford. Mr. Payne, of the Thames Conservancy, prosecuted, and 
the men being old offenders, Armitage was fined in the sum of £5, and Chandler in 
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equal. restores the organs that mase the blood, ind hence . 4 
is the best Blood Purifier. It is the only known remedy} YXJ[TI ee oe 


that cures BRIGH'T’S DISEASE. 

(For Diabetes use Warner's Safe Diabetcs Cure, 4/6 pcx Bottle.) 
Take WARNER'S SAFE CURE and no other. For sale by all 

Chemists and Druggists, andat the Stores. Price 4/6. If your 

chemist does not keep it, and will not order it, send your 


orders to H, H. WARNER & 00., 47, FARRINGDON ST., LONDON, £.6. 


Illustrated. 
Of all Booksellers and at Railway 
Bookstalls, de. 
London: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, 
SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 188, 
Fleet Street, H.C. 


MALLOCH’S New Patent 
CASTING REEL. 


See the Field, November 1st; the FISHING 
GAzETTH, Nov.9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 


Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 
hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible, 

There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 

Tt will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel. 

In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, 

Descriptive Cireular and Price on Application, 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 

Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 

Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards in the World at the Great 

International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 

General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 

for Pi.es; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels; Gold Medal for 

Trc it Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 

for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 

Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. Also, set 

Diplomas of Honour, 


TILE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
“209, High Street, Perth. 


Tandon Be Agent, all kinds of Reels and (alls, H, WALKER, 63, GRESHAM STREET, 














The “SWAN” HOTEL, |LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 
WALTON-ON-THAMES., - LYNDALE HOTEL and 


a FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 
i eae as ag heeae fies FIRST-CLASS FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 


and under the same management, 
London” and “ Land and Water.” 


Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
: 7 sceneries in the North of Devon, with about 20 
Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately] mites of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 
facing one of the best angling reaches of | mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 
the Thames., Splendid TROUT-FISHING | Brendon and. Doone, of ate Ad ot the 
° . sf e€ ission lor ishing can be obtamed: a 8 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish} Hotels. Write for tariff and particuldrs, showing 
being known to lie in Walton reach and | position of Hotels. : 
the celebrated “deeps.”’ Punts, fishermen, 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice. Bxcellent hotel ac- 


WM: BEVAN, Proprietor. — 
ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
commodation, the house having been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 


i WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning. 

from top to bottom, The Proprietor 

desires to make his house “an angler’s 


Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 


ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c,,should 
attention to such as desire to learn the 


make their wants known through the medium 
of the ‘ f ; 

many mysteries of the “ contemplative 

man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all 

styles and varieties of angling, and espe- 

cially in the little known practice of cast- 

ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 

Nottingham reel. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


GAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c,,are numerous.” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


OULTON BROAD FISHERY, 
LOWESTOFT 


(Preserved under the Norfolk aud Suffolk Fisheries 
Act). 
UARTERS, WHERRY HOTEL, Mutford Bridge. 
Beautifully situated. G. MASON, Proprietor. 
Bstablished nearly a century. Boats 2s., full bait 
1s., men 4s, per day. Terms for stopping visitors 
on application. Gravel and sandy soil. 


FREE! 
SALMON, GRILSE, TROUT, 


And other Fishing in the Celebrated 
LOCHS CONN AND OULLEN, é&c. 
THOMAS CLARKE, Fisherman, begs leave to 
inform his friends and gentlemen that he has a 
Lodge at the Lake for the accommodation of 
anglers, also good Boats. Terms moderate.— 
Apply to J. CLARKE, Lough Conn Lodge, 
Cloughans, Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland. 
(Large Gillaroo Trout and Heavy Pike in the Lake.) 


TROUT AND GRAYLING 
OVA, FRY, AND YEARLINGS, 


THE PROPRIETOR oF THE 
At Low Rates, and from the Finest and Gamest 


6b 
Strains in the world. MITRE INN,” EAST PECKHAM 
For full Price List apply to NEAR BRANBRIDGES 7 
? 


THOMAS FORD, Will be prepared to take a few LODGER 
MANOR FISHERY, CAISTOR, this coming season. d 


dine tes Ea HOLBROW & CO,, 


N.B.—Advice Given, Fisheries Laid Out, Hatching 
Fishing Rod & Tackle Makers, 


Apparatus and Coarse Fish Supplied. 
Ee ANGLERS and other Visitors. 

No.7, Eagle Place, Jermyn St., 8S. W. 
Allarticles of the best description for every kind 


“FISH INN,” 
of Fishing. Salmonand Trout Flies dressed for all 


Armathwaite-on-Kden, Cumberland. 
Comfortable accommodation with every attendance 
English, Scotch, Irish, and Norway rivers. Glued- 
up Cane Reds te Order. = 


















Craven Herald 
¢ (published at Skipton-in-Craven), : 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. gaat omni 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper, f 


meal 

AELOG LAKE HOTEL, TY-CROES, 

near HOLYHEAD.—Excellent: Trout-Fish - 

ing in Lakes and Rivers close to the above; also 

Sea-Bathing and Fishing (sea close to hotel). Ex- 

tensive Shootings. Boats in Lakes and Sea. Splendid 

Billiard Room newly opened, Lawn Tennis. Terms 
most moderate—Apply, Proprietor, 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


Barle Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 3} miles, from Dulver- 
ton Bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May, Tickets: 
Day, ls.; Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s. ; Season, 10s, 6d. 
An additional 10s, 6d. for Salmon Fishing, _ Tickets 
canbe obtained at.“ Lion and Lamb Hotels ” and 
“(Uarnarvon Arms.” Good. “Hotels and Private 
Lodgings. Plenty of free Fishing near, in Exe and 
Barle, Further information of i +3 


J. H. BERE, Hon, Sec., 
DULVERTON, 


TROUT FISHING: 


Five miles, water of Right. Hon, Earl of 
Carnarvon (Exe and Barle), free, to 
Anglers stayingat- 
CARNARVON ARMS ~ HOTEL, 
DULVERTON STATION. ~ 
Fine bracing air, ‘wild scenery. 
billiards, tennis Five hours from London. 


TROUT FISHING! TROUT: FISHING ! 
ONLY 16 MILES FROM LONDON. 
14 Miles of Water, well stocked and pre- 
served, Freeto Visitors stopping at the 
LION HOTEL, FARNINGHAM. 


Under new management, French Chef, First- 
class Wines. Moderate Tariff. 


TO ANGLERS AND OTHERS, 








on reasonable terms. Posting, Waggonette parties 
to the Nunnery Walks. Trains met on receipt of 
Telegram or Letter. Head Quarters of the Angling 
Club. ALBERT RICHARDSON, Proprietor. 


HOLROYD, 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MAKER, 
59, GRACEGHURGH ST., LONDON, E.c. 


A LARGE AND NEW STOCK AT MODERN PRICES, 


HICKORY BOTTOM GENERAL RODS, 7s. 6d. EACH. 


ESTABLISHED 1815, = A 
THE SOLESKIN 
PATENT PHANTOM, 


Made from the real skin of the sole, are now much improved in shape and durability 
They were the best killing baits during last season. ; 
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FISHINGS TO LET 





Sold by all the principal Tackle Makers throughout the Country, and the trade ¥ 


only supplied by - : 


M. CARSWELL & CO., GLASGOW, . 


THE ONLY MAKERS AND PATENTEES,. ed el Mest add 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE.—Excursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal green, London-fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 1s. 9d., Ls. 6d. 


For full particulars see Bills. 
WILLIAM BIRT, Gencral Manager. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, Wc., 
throughout the United Kingdom, 


MISSION 70 BEEP-SEA FISHERRIER, 


The Offices of the Mission have been Removed to 
181, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Sir EDWARD BIRKBECK, Bart., M.P., Vice-President. 
Cc. 8S. READ, Esq., Chairman of Finance Committee. 
E. J. MATHER, Esaq., Director. 




















The spiritual and philanthropic effort organised in 1881 on 
behalf of the thousands of Smacksmen who, with very brief 
intervals of rest, are engaged all the year round in the Deep- 
Sea Trawling Fleets has, by the blessing of Almighty God, 
proved of the utmost value. S1x Mission Vessels are cruis- 
ing amongst the North Sea Trawling Fleets. 12,000 smacksmen are engaged all the 
year round in providing our tables with fish. These men, who for us toil through 
furious blast and sleety storm—who hazard their lives and fall victims, hundreds of 
them, to the pitiless waves, that markets at home may be well supplied—may rightly 
claim some small share in the privileges we so richly enjoy and so highly prize. 

THIS THEY CAN ONLY HAVE THROUGH THE 
PRESENCE OF THE MISSION VESSELS 
Carrying to the fishermen the message of Divine mercy and pardoning love, bringing 
the pleasure of books to while away the weary hours, affording relief in case of sick- 
ness and injury, and cheering and brightening dull and monotonous lives by their 
presence and ministry. The Director will gladly attend drawing-rooms and other 
meetings to tell the story of the interesting work and exhibit his Dissolving Views. 


Gifts of Books, Tracts, and Periodicals are most acceptable. The demand for Mittens 
and Mufflers being very great, the Director will send samples to any ladies willing to 
assistin supplying them. FUNDS are GREATLY NEEDED to enable the Mission 
to place a Vessel with each of the 12 Fleets. 

N.B.—The Offices were removed to the present address in December last. Attention to the 
change will save much trouble, time, and expense tothe Mission. 


WHISKY, 


SCOTCH & IRISH, 
THE FINEST THE WORLD PRODUCES 


40s, per Dozen. 19s. per Gallon. 


NET CASH WITH ORDER ONLY. 
There is nothing Finer than this to be had at any Price. 











As Sample, a Single Bottle will be sent 
Free by Farcels Post, on receipt of 3s. 4d, 
or the Whisky may be tasted at the follow- 
ing Address between the hours of 9 and 6, 
Saturdays 9 and 2, 


GRIERSON, OLDHAM & CO., 


28, MARTIN’S LANE, CANNON ST.. LONDON, E.C. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &e. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Ualoss 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith anc 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in Londou 
and the Proviuces, 








J TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZRTTR can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co. 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 











For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Treland......... 10s. 6d, 
” Six Months ” ” ” ” ” 5 4 
ae Three Months ,, it a3 E a ; 2 8 

To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription, including postage 12 6 
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TELEPHONE Wo. 2679. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A VETERAN FLY-FISHER. 

By H. R. Francis, M.A. 
FEW occupations. whether pursued for business or diversion, are 
wholly without their appropriate “pleasures of memory.’ ‘There 
are, indeed—and the fact is a very sad one—some of our hand- 
working classes whose daily task is of so dreary and monotonous a 
kind that it presents no pleasant features for recollection. The 
twilight toil of the miner, the weary “stitch, stitch, stitch ” of the 
underpaid and overwrought sempstress, can only be remembered 
with a dull sense of thankfulness that they have been lived through. 
But there are exceptional cases. The human mind has a happy 
instinct of selection which generally enables it to dwell on the 
brighter and pass lightly over the duller points in the chequered 
scenery of the past. 

The lawyer recalls his first brief, his first effective speech in ceurt. The 
physician looks back with pleasure on anxious cases successfully treated—-the 
engineer on the completion of a difficult bridge or tunnel. The skilled artisan 
likes to recount to his wife and children how he turned out “ that pretty piece of 
woodwork at S Hall.” And when we pass from work to sport, every harm- 
less amusement has its own retrospective engagements. A good day with the 
Quorn ; a heavy bag at a drive ;a county cricket match pulled out of the fire by 
a few runs—all recur to the “ well-graced actors ” on each occasion, and show a 
softened and enlarged outline through the mist of years. But I think the fly- 
fisher more than any other votary of field sports may find delight in memories 
of old scenes and old successes. The mental pictures which he can call up at 
will are especially beautiful and various—coloured, too, by the fresh tints of 


“The soote season, that bud and bloom forth brings,” 


or by the riper glory of summer. His recollections of sport, again, are the more 
vivid for being minutely localised—associated in detail with each bend and eddy 
of the river, each burn-foot or rocky headland in the loch. Tor myself, I know 
that the time is drawing to a close when the prospect of an angler’s holiday was 
blended with the retrospect of bygone rambles by stream and pool, 


“ And hope and memory made a mingled joy,” 
Yet I can say with truth that 


“T love the brooks that down their channels fret 
Even more than when I skipp’d lightly as they,” 


nor do I fear any severing of that love while I have an eye to note their 
windings, or an ear to listen to their murmured music. 

A veteran fly-fisher’s recollections must involve an element of comparison. 
In his, as in graver occupations, “the old order changeth,” and I trust my 
readers will bear with me while I endeavour to trace faint outlines of the 
changes which I have myself noticed in “‘ the gentle art.” 

I have been an angler from my earliest boyhood—indeed, I think it must 
have been about the year 1820 that I first began to be formidable to perch and 
roach in sundry well-stocked ponds in the neighbourhood of Bury St. Edmund’s, 
when our family made their yearly migration into Suffolk for the shooting 
season. But though, as I grew more ambitious in my schooldays, I learned to 
throw a fly, I hardly got beyond the capture of dace, bleak, and small chub till 
I found myself on a reading party in 1832—my final preparation for my degree— 
at Bettws-y-Coed, in the vale of Llanrwst. I had killed a sprinkling of good 
trout with the minnow, but it was not till I got my first lessons from my mathe- 
matical tutor—experienced in the ways of Scotch salmon and trout—that I could 
fairly call myself a fly-fisher, and began to make creditable baskets of brown 
trout, varied occasionally by a few sewin or a “happening jish,” in the Conway, 
Llugwy, and other neighbouring streams, to say nothing of a score of 
lakes. Looking back on those days, I am struck by the change that has come 
over Welsh fly-fishing ; the immense increase of anglers, the diminished size of 
the flies in vogue, and, sad to say, the comparative rarity of a good basket. My 
favourite lake in those days was Llyn Ogwyn, where a good hand on any fair 
fishing day from May to September might take from three to four dozen 
vigorous, red-fleshed trout, averaging about 100z. The best average T ever made 
there was on what was reckoned a very bad day—squally and cold, with heavy 
rain. It was very difficult to move a fish ; but when they did come, they came 
in earnest. My captures weighed almost exactly }1b. a-piece, but there were only 
seventeen of them, so it was a poor result after all. But I struck work early, 
that I might send them, as I had promised, over the hills to the Rector of 
Llanrwst, who was entertaining his bishop on that day. My only taking fly 
was a warm-winged “ Professor,” nearly the size of an ordinary Green Drake. 
I visited the same lake twenty-five years later, and found it swarming with baby 
trout, who rose continually, but, like MacFarlane’s geese, “liked their play 
better than their meat.” Not one in twenty touched the hook ; large, or even 
middle-sized flies were out of the question. It is quite true that this falling off 
in the character of the fish might be traced to a peculiar cause. The owner of 
the water, the late Lord Penrhyn, after being long in the practice of netting 
the shallow end of the lake periodically, had on the receipt of a numerously- 
signed petition (which I am thankful to say I did not support) courteously 
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withdrawn his nets. And I have no doubt that the increased number of breeding 
fish thus admitted into the small feeders at the head of the lake caused the trout 
to multiply beyond proper limits. But in truth this was only another form of 
an evil which has’ been steadily increasing within my memory in so many 
English streams—viz., the disproportion of the fish to the food. Improved 
drainage everywhere, regular weed-cutting for the convenience of millers, 
cultivation carried to the very edge of our rivers and brooks, and lastly, the 
general lowering of our chalk springs by artesian wells and otherwise, have 
seriously reduced the average volume of water in the majority of our best trout 
streams, and have reduced puri passu the dietary of the trout. When the 
numbers are kept up, this must involve a reduction in the weight and flavour of 
the fish. Many well-meant attempts are being made by angling clubs and 
individual proprietors to arrest this degeneration by introducing stock of a 
superior variety—notably the trout of Loch Leven. But innine cases out of ten 
these attempts are doomed to certain failure. Where there is a large sheet of 
water with a fair supply of molluscous diet, these high caste trout may retain a 

ood deal of the excellence which is the result of many centuries of high feeding. 
But, generally speaking, when they are introduced into streams in which the 
fish -haye for years shown a falling-off in weight and condition, they will 
“dwindle, peak, and pine.” If the indigenous inhabitants of a somewhat hungry 
stream grow early lank and flabby, the imported descendants of other trout 
which for many generations have been exceptionally well fed cannot be expected 
to thrive. You would not turn out prize Southdowns on Exmoor, or pedigree 
shorthorns in Lochaber. ‘‘ The food, the food’s the thing.” No doubt the bony 
skeleton of Salmo Levenensis bred in an English stream would for some 
generations continue larger than that of trout of an inferior variety at the same 
age. The point commonly overlooked is that the larger frame will require not 
less, but more, filling up by abundance of appropriate diet. In contrasting my 
early days of English fly-fishing with my more recent experiences, nothing strikes 
me more than the different ages at which I have found trout at their best. To 
particularise streams would involve me in tedious detail ; but I have fully half a 
dozen first-class trout streams in my mind’s eye in which the big fish, especially 
after May, used to be the best for the table, whereas now the judicious gourmet 
would almost always select for his breakfast or supper the smallest trout which 
the rules permit to be killed. Where the 2-pounder used of old to be red- 
fleshed, firm, and combative, I find, except in a few specially favoured reaches, 
that hardly a fish over 200z. is worth cooking, and that a $-pounder is better for 
the table, as well as livelier on the hook, than his seniors. And the ratio is much 
the same where my prize fish of old used to be a simple pounder. The cause is 
obvious—commons run short, and the younger fish finds it easier to get a 
bellyful than his elderly neighbour, who has a larger bulk to nourish. Moral : 
If you want good trout, think more of the feed and less of the breed. Quantity 
is in these days of artificial propagation very easily obtained ; quality is another 
and a more difficult question. And I wish here to repeat broadly what I have 
illustrated in detail elsewhere—that in obtaining stock for a trout stream you 
will do well to get them not from a water where the supply of food is better, 
but from one where it is worse than in the new habitut for which they are 
destined. Fish froma hungry moorland burn will thrive where a finer variety 
from a noted lake ora good chalk stream would fall away and degenerate. 

Another change has occurred within my recollection quite as marked as that 
widely traceable in the weight and condition of trout—I mean the general use 
of finer tackle and smaller flies. To take one well-known stream as an example, 
the flies which I now use at Driffield are hardly a fourth of the size with which 
Tused to kill nearly fifty years ago, and there is no small difficulty in obtaining 
undrawn gut fine enough for the angler’s purpose. But Mackintosh, who fished 
the same waters about the beginning of the century, tells us, in his now scarce 
book, of a time when the flies thrown there were almost of lake size, and when 
he found it a good plan to tie his droppers on hog’s bristles! From his day to 
the present there has been a gradual fining both of gut and fly. Two principal 
causes have been, of course, the diminished volume of the stream and the “ higher 
education” of the trout.» But there is a third, not so generally recognised—the 
gradual extinction of the larger species of water-bred flies. I throw now the 
best imitation I can obtain of the insects that are strong on the water, and I did 
the same forty-eight years ago ; but those insects are now, on the average, far 
smaller than they were then. In wilder streams, less interfered with by farmers 
and millers, there: has:been:no.such change.. The.Teesdale:flies and tackle have 
not altered traceably during my memory, and I daresay Cotton redivivus would 
still be able to kill fish in a Derbyshire stream with lures not much smaller than 
those he recommends to his visitor. 

The dry fly—which I cannot help wishing was less in vogue, deadly as it 
undoubtedly is—belongs to quite a modern phase of the art. Of course, it could 
notbe wholly unknown ; every fly-fisher must have occasionally seen a fly, which 
he had just bent on, taken by a fish before it had ceased to float. For myself, 
in fishing waters where the trout were large, I sometimes tried an up-stream 
throw before drowning my fly if the water ran favourably.. But I never felt 
quite, clear that Twas not-taking a: mean. advantage.of a fish so beguiled, and 
wes: never drawn to.the practice, of which I-am, therefore; -a-prejudiced critic. 
I refer to it only as one of the changes which have occurred within my angling 
memory. There will be yet a further change which I shall not see. <A time 
will.come when the trout of those streams in which the dry fly is now most 
euccéssful will have learnt caution from some mysterious transmission of ex- 
perience, and will scan the floating deceit with that minute scrutiny which it is 
impossible to:apply to the wet fly artistically worked by wrist-play. The tastes 
of trout are in this respect. like our own—that “familiarity breeds contempt.” 
An angler, like a general, must show superior skill by varying his modes of attack. 

_ The greatest alteration made by the last eventful half century in the conditions 
of fly-fishing is doubtless due to the increased number of its votaries. Exact 
statistics are, of course, unattainable ; but I am probably within the mark in 
guessing that they have multiplied tenfold. Nor is it strange that under these 
circumstances we have many loud complaints as to the difficulty of obtaining 
not only good salmon-fishing, which always was and must be an expensive affair, 
but good fly-fishing for trout.or grayling. Yet while, to a certain extent, I 
regret the times when anglers were fewer and waters less carefully preserved, I 
cannot but think that the complaints on this head are too many and too loud. 
In most cases, too, I hear-them from people who do much to create the difficulty 
of. which they complain—men who seem to think they can never have enough of 
so good a thing ; who’ make of fly-fishing not so much a recreation as an occupa- 
tion, and instead of devoting an occasional day’s or week’s leisure to the sport, 
consider themselves injured if they cannot be killing trout from March till 
September, and grayling to’the very confines, of winter. 

- gl -“ My apprehension of an angler’s part 

PIES BHI 5 Is different.” 

_4A would say of the fly-fisher’s holidays— 

2 “When they seldom come, they wish’d for come.” 

‘The year on which I look back with most’pleasure in a long angling experience 
waeone in which I took my fly-rod down but thirteen times,’ stealing a day or 





half a day as rare opportunity served me in the intervals of work. My thirteen 
days or half days were snatched in six different counties, and my baskets—of 
course, excluding hundreds of small fish returned to the water—averaged 173lb., 
varying from 74lb. on my worst days to 293lb. on my best. I do not cite thisas 
anything extraordinary ; had I picked my days, or bid for the best waters to 
which I might have had access, I should doubtless have done more. But it was 
the very fact of my taking the chances as they came that made the result so 
specially pleasant. I should ask pardon for this personal digression were it not 
designed to point a moral—to remind my ‘younger brethren of the angle that 
moderation in the pursuit of their fascinating amusement gives the highest 
relish to its engagement. I will in my next proceed to point out sundry respects 
in which the fly-fisher of to-day has an advantage over him of 50 years since, which 
must be set off against the great increase in the number of his competitors. 


(To be continued. ) 





SEA FLY-FISHING. 
From “ Fly-Fishing in Salt and Fresh Water,” now out of print. 
y f=] ? Pp 


(Tne author says he has “fished on three hundred and sixty-five days in the 
year, excepting, of course, on Sundays ; and he has taken fish, of one sort or 
another, during that period, in good season, and in the highest condition for the 
table.’’) 

‘The author has derived such extraordinary good sport from sea fly-fishing,” 
that he hopes the account which he has given of it will be useful and in- 
teresting :— 





Most capital sea fly-fishing can be obtained off the Coast of Connemara*—viz.. 
in Bertraghboy Bay, at the Skyward Rocks, at Deer Island, and off the Isle of 
Mweenish and the Isle of Arran. Ihave with a fly taken some in those parts 
as large as 91b. I used seven flies at once, and have frequently taken seven fish 
at the same time. One day I caught 194 with the fly. I one day went 
to the Skyward Rocks, twelve miles ont at sea. One of the men in the boat, 
with one of my large flies, soon caught a pollack, weighing 941b. ; and before he 
could take the fly out of the mouth of the fish, he saw a monster close to the 
stern of the boat take my fly ; but after holding him for a few minutes only, the 
hook broke just below the barb. The water here was shallow, with a sharp, 
rocky bottom, and I, consequently, did not dare to give him much line ; bus it 
was very annoying to lose so large a fish. The men in the boat declared he was 
the largest pollack they had ever seen. Soon after this I caught one of 73lb. 
spared The weather now looked as if it were coming on to blow, and the 
Skywards not being a place to be caught in a gale of wind in an open boat, we 
thought it prudent to make for home. It is almost too far out at sea for an 
open boat, added to which such a fearfully dangerous and wild-looking place I 
never beheld ; it would not do to be there with much wind from the south-west, 
as the whole force of the Atlantic would then break on these rocks. ; 
steam yacht would be an excellent thing on these expeditions. . .~. 

After this I went to the Isle of Mweenish. It was on the 19th of October, 
and I had not fished many minutes when I hooked a fine fellow with one of my 
largest flies. He was so strong, and run out line at such a rate, that, although 
the man at the helm luffed, the fish broke away, and I found the point of the 
hook bent, as if it had come in contact with a stone. A few minutes after this 
I hooked a monster, and after twenty minutes’ play succeeded in getting him 
very near the boat ; but he then made a dart downwards, just as we thought he 
was going to give up the fight, run out about 120 yards of line, and got away. 
On examination I found the hook to be perfectly straightened. 

The next time I went out it was to the Isle of Arran, when I killed sixty- 
nine fish all with my flies. I hooked one tremendously large fellow, which run 
out the whole of my line—200 yards. Unfortunately, the boatmen were not 
quick enough in bending on a sea-line to my rod; they were nearly a minute 
about it, with the fish pulling most furiously all the time. The moment they 
had done it I threw my rod overboard, when away it went for a considerable 
distance ; but it was too Jate. We saw from the sudden stopping of 
the rod that something was wrong, and on getting it in found the winch line had 
broken about ten yards above the fly. ' 

When I hear of gentlemen fitting out their yachts for Norway and Lapland, 
and even to Nova Scotia, for the purpose of salmon-fishing, I cannot imagine 
why this part of Ireland has not attracted their attention, and can only account 
for it by the fact of its being in a wild part of that country, and very little 
visited or known. When I say wild, I mean that it is situated in a part of 
Treland which is uncultivated, and consists principally of lakes, barren heaths, 
and magnificent mountains ; for I found the peasantry there, though very un- 
civilised, a particularly civil and inoffensive race, and, apparently, totally 
different from the rest of the Irish peasantry—they are supposed. to be of 
Spanish origin. 

Your snoods, or casting-lines, for fly-fishing for pollack must be gut stained 
grey, or twisted wire covered with paint of a leaden colour that will stand the 
salt water. The casting-line should have two swivels ; and when there isa 
good breeze, sufficient to enable you to use your largest flies, the swivel nearest 
your winch-line should be a very large one. You should always be prepared 
with your strongest as well as finest tackle, that you may be properly appointed, 
whatever the weather may be. 


SEA FLIES FOR POLLACK, 


No, 1.—This was a favourite fly with plenty of wind, 

Tail: About half an inch of gold twist round the shank of the®hook ; the red 
feather of cock-of-the-rock. 

Body : Lower part red worsted, upper part blue worsted or shag, gold twist, orange 
hackle lower part, bright dark crimson hackle upper part. 

Wings: Upper-wings, two white feathers from under the wing of wild fowl 
stained yellow ; under-wings, cock-of-the-rock’s red feather tipped with white. 

Head : Large blue jay’s hackle twisted on. 

No, 2.—Tail : Gold twist, then some strips of swan or white turkey mixed, stained 
red, orange, blue, or green, ; 

Body : Sameas No. 1. 

Wings : Under-wings, mixed colours.of swan or turkey, stained ; upper-wings, 
brown turkey tipped with white. 

No. 3.—Tail ; Gold twist round shank cf hook, then mixed, small scarlet hackle, 
small blue ditto, silver pheasant black and white feather, ditto stained orange... 

Body ; Same as No, 1, . 

Shoulders : Blue jay. ~o - 

Wings : Under-wings, stained, mixed, scarlet, blue, orange ; upper-wings, mottled 
feather of a peacock’s wing, light buff with black bars, ; 

No. 4.—Hook reversed. 
*.. Body : Same as No. 1. 





* And all round our coasts for that matter.—Ep, 


+ That is to say, instead of being below the fly, the point is turmed up under the 
wings, We hope to refer to this plan more fully—Hp, “8 + 8 888 eo 
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Tail: Mixed. 
Wings : Two white feathers from under-wing of wild fowl, stained green. 
Head : Blue-stained hackle twisted round. 


No. 5.—Used in bright weather with little wind, and made on large trout hooks, 
two-link twisted gut. 
Tail: Two turns of gold twist, then a small cock’s hackle stained blue for tail. 
Body : Rich red worsted, gold twist, rich bright red hackle, 
’ Wings : Mixed, stained mallard, red, yellow, green. 
Head: Guinea-fowl hackle twisted round. 


T have given the above as specimens of a few only; but I have made pollack 
flies of every description of bright and fancy colours. 

Your snoods, or casting-lines, should be nearly three yards in length, and 
should have two swivels ; the larger one should be placed about 4in. from the 
end of the winch-line, and the smaller swivel about the middle of the casting- 
line. The largest swivel should be 2in. in length, and proportionately stout. 

Your rod for this fishing should not be more than 34 yards long, with a stiff 
top, and very large rings ; and the rod should consist of two pieces only, spliced, 
as the sea-water would soon destroy a rod with ferrules. Your lines should be 
of hemp, and some of them very stout for rough weather, and finer ones for 
calm weather. The manner of using your rod when under an easy breeze is 
this : You dip about half a yard of the top under water, holding the rod per- 
pendicularly, and when you feel a fish strike, you immediately reverse your 
rod, and play your fish as on any other occasion. Of the stained hackles, I 
think the dark orange were decidedly the best. 


Sea Fry-Fisoing ror Bass. 


The bass will take any gaudy fly very boldly. Your casting-line should be of 
twisted gut, and your tackle very strong, as the bass is a very powerful fish. 
On the South-West Coast of Engiand I have taken them with the fly as large as 
14lb. The fly is thrown as in trout-fishing. At low water, and near the mouth 
of a river, try for them near the edges of the weeds and long grass. A boat is 
generally necessary for this purpose. 


GREY MULLET. 


Grey mullet will take a small fly. Fish for them near the mouth of a river, 
when the tide is beginning to flow, at which times they occasionally come in 
with the tide in large shoals. 





FISH-EATING BIRDS OF THE NORFOLK COAST. 


A HIGHLY-INTERESTING paper on the above subject was read before 
a large number of the members and friends of the Nerw ch Pisca- 
torial Society at the club-rooms, Walnut Shades, Market-place, 
some time since, by Mr. T. E. Gunn, F.LS., the president, 
Mr. Chas. Daniels, occupying the chair, the paper being much 
enhanced in value by the many choice preserved specimens which 
adorned the walls and tables. Amongst those present were Messrs. 
G. Christopher Davies, M. P. Squirrel, T. Allen, R. Moll, S. H. 
Baldry, O. B. Wilson, 8. Matthews, W. Matthews, T. C. Hughes, 
(Redditch), H. G. Downes, H. Brittaio, 8. F. Howitt, F. Spelman, A. 
Sim, R. Oity, F. F. Bradly, R. Bradly, C. Daniels (president), Cubit- 
Page (vic -president), W. G. Capon (hon. sec.), EH. H. Capon, H. C. 
Townshend, C. Page, W. Page, J. Barnes, I. H. Corbyn, A. E. Aldis, 
Womersley (2), Butter, Perowne, Hinds, Booty, Sugden, Base, 
Wayth, and others. 

Tn introducing Mr. Gunn to the meeting, the chairman remarked that anglers 
generally would profit very much by giving a closer attention to the natural 
history objects of our rivers and broads, as he felt sure that if they were more 
intimately acquainted with the many varied and beautiful objects so frequently 
met with on their fishing excursions, not only amongst our birds and fishes, but 
also amongst the many charming plants, flowers, and insects of our beautiful 
streams ; if they knew more of their life history, their construction and pecu- 
liarities, and their uses in the economy of Nature, he imagined that with many 
of them fishing would in itself become only of secondary importance, and that in 
their silent and delightful converse with Nature, our rivers and broads, so rich 
in the abundance of their flora and fauna, would provide an intellectual feast 
that would at all times fully compensate for any deficiency in their “catch” 
which might be caused by diverted attention. 

In commencing, Mr. Gunn stated that having in a previous paper given an 
outline of the principal fish-eating birds inhabiting the fresh waters of the 
county, he would on this occasion offer a few remarks on the fish-eating birds 
indigenous to the coast (being the fifth part of his “Aquatic Fauna of Norfolk”). 
This portion of the fish-eating birds included the Terns, Gulls, Skua Gulls, Auks, 
Gannets, Cormorants, Divers, Shearwaters and Petrels. There are thirteen British 
species of the Terns, ten of which, a large proportion, had been found on this 
part of the coast. The Terns, or Sea-swallows as they are familiarly called, 
are remarkable for the elegance of their forms and the great length of their 
wings in comparison with the small size of their bodies. They are incessantly 
on the wing, sustaining their flight with great apparent ease to themselves. The 


food of most of the species consists principally of small fish 
and any animal matter left by the retiring tide. They are all 
summer visitors to this county, two species only now remaining 


to breed in Norfolk—viz., the Common and Lesser Terns, colonies of 
which nest annually on the salt marshes of Cley and Blakeney ; the latter 
species, since the passing of the Bird Preservation Acts, have greatly increased 
in numbers. Neither species make a nest, merely using a slight hollow or de- 
pression in the soil, for the reception of the eggs—usually three in number— 
and which are of a stone colour, blotched and spotted with ash grey and darker 
or lighter shades of brown, assimilating in colour to surrounding objects—a 
wise provision of Nature in affording this singular means for their protection, 
although it sometimes leads to their destruction in being trodden upon by acci- 
dent. The old birds are very careful of both eggs and young, making many 
signs of anger, and eyen feigning lameness, to draw the attention of the 
intruder from the immediate neighbourhood of the nest. The Rev. Lubbock, 
in his “Fauna of Norfolk,” says: ‘Both the Common and Lesser Terns 
bred a few years since upon small islands on Hickling Broad and 
Horsey Mere, but they have since ceased to nest in the localities.” 
. This pretty little bird, the lesser tern, is the smallest as well as the most elegant 
of our British terns ; it arrives on our coast in the month of April, having 
noticed it myself on the 16th at Hunstanton, and usually nesting in May, some- 
times in the shingle above high-water mark. This species, like the common 
- sea-swallow, leaves this county in September, and when about to take their 
departure, have been seen like swallows to collect in small flocks, and wait about 
as if desirous to increase their numbers before starting. Small companies of 





either species, consisting of eight or nine or more individuals, may often be 
observed in the autumn on Breydon, either at rest on the mud flats, sleeping or 
preening their plumage, or hawking along the sides of the channel or drains in 
connection with the same in search of the small fry and bits of animal matter 
they observe on the surface, and which they pick up without resting on the 
water. Their aérial evolutions are most graceful, and full of interest 
to watch. When feeding, they are so busily engaged in their occupation as 
to seem quite fearless, allowing one to approach quite close, affording an 
easy shot to the gunner, exhibiting only momentary alarm at the report of a 
gun; and if one of their number is struck down, their sympathy and affection 
are shown to a remarkable degree by the fearlessness of the rest of the birds in 
hovering over their dead or wounded companion, seeming loth to leave without 
him. Chance is thus given to the sportsman (?), if he can be so called, to pop 
them off one by one until the whole party lie bleeding and helpless on the 
surface. The same affectionate trait is observed in the character of the Terns 
during the nesting season. ; 

The Black Tern in former years (about 1820) used to breed in Norfolk in 
abundance. The greatest breeding place was a wet alder car at Upton, where 
hundreds upon hundreds of nests might be found at the end of May. The 
car has been broken up some years now, and the Blue Darr, as it 1s 
provincially termed here, has in consequence become scarce. ‘This species 
makes a nest of flags and coarse grass, laying three, sometimes four, 
eggs. The food consists sometimes of small fish, but more generally 
of aquatic insects which are taken on the wing with the greatest ease and cer- 
tainty inits rapid flight. This species is now a spring and autumn visitor. In 
spring the adult birds are seen in the finest plumage, the young birds making 
their appearance at the end of July and August, being killed sometimes quite 
close to the city on both the Wensum and the Yare. That this species takes its 
insect food on the wing, the essayist has proved conclusively, as, in dissecting 
examples, he has found their stomachs filled with insects, consisting principally 
of small beetles ; these had their wings still expanded, with the elytre or wing 
cases closed, showing they had not time to double under their cases, so quickly 
were they caught and swallowed. : 

Mr. Gunn also described the Arctic, Roseate, Whiskered, White-wing, Black, 
Gull-billed, Sandwich, and Caspian Terns, most of these being rare and un- 
certain visitors to Norfolk. Of the Laride or Gull family there 
existed fifteen British species, ten of which are found on the 
Norfolk coast—again, a large proportion, showing how favourable our 
projecting coast line is for the reception of ornithological migrants. Gulls are a 
numerous class of birds, and most of them have a wide geographical range ; they 
frequent the ocean, many living on the coast; these occasionally visit the broads, 
rivers, and marshes. They are voracious feeders, living on fish or animals alive 
or dead, and seldom refuse any animal matter that is cast ashore by the tide. 
The young birds differ from the adult in plumage, but there is no outward mark 
of distinction in the sexes beyond the larger size of the males in comparison 
with the females ; this difference in gulls of the larger species is so considerable 
as to lead one not particularly acquainted with birds to suppose them distinct 
species. The first Norfolk gull Mr. Gunn described was the Black-headed, the 
only species which breed in the county. It is a marine bird all through the 
winter, feeding in the estuaries and all along the coast ; in spring collecting in 
large numbers, and breeding in colonies on our inland marshes, completely 
changing its mode of life, and becoming essentially a land bird, feeding on worms 
and insects, and regularly following the plough, as in the manner of the Common 
Plover or Lapwing, for the worms and grubs that are unearthed. The Black-headed 
Gull is locally called the Scoulton Peewit or Plover, from the fact that from 
time immemorial a large colony of these birds have existed in that parish. The 
birds generally arrive during the first or second week in March, forming a large 
colony of some thousands in number, breeding on the low, swampy portion of 
the island in the centre of Scoulton Mere. It is a rich treat for the lover of 
nature to pay a visit to Scoulton during the nesting season of these birds. When 
disturbed by the yisitor, either by boating or.a walk along the path which sur- 
rounds the Mere, the colony of birds will rise en masse and in perfect clouds, 
affording a grand and most interesting sight. The noise of flapping and rushing 
wings, and the discordant notes uttered by the birds is so deafening, that one 
fails to hear himself speak ; any description, however, fails to give any appreci- 
able idea of the grand sight, which must be seen to be fully realised. Smaller 
colonies of these birds also exist on Hoveton Broad and Horsey Mere. The 
eggs are used for the table, being collected and sent to market for that 
purpose. The general type is of a stone or brown ground colour, mottled 
with darker brown spots and blotches. There is, however, such an extraordinary 
variation in the eggs of this species that scarcely two can be found alike in their 
colour and markings. Mr. Gunn exhibited specimens that varied from a plain 
pale blue to that of the deepest brown. The young birds, as soon as they are 
hatched, take to the water, and resemble balls of down, being of a brown colour 
with black blotches. The other species of Gulls treated with were the Little, 
Sabines, Common, Kittawake, Glaucous, Herring, and Greater and Lesser Black- 
backed Gulls. The essayist described the food and habits, also the immense 
amount of damage to the fishing interest caused by these birds, especially the 
latter-named species. During the autumn and winter the Kittawake is occa- 
sionally seen in immense flocks following the shoals of sprats and other fish ; 
though comparatively a small bird, the quantity of fish it 1s able to consume is 
perfectly astonishing. On one occasion, when lifting into a boat a specimen 
that had been shot, it disgorged three large herrings, which could only have been 
swallowed a few minutes previously, being all as bright as silver. Gulls are 
ordained by an all-wise Providence to play their useful part in life by acting 
as Nature’s scavengers in clearing off decaying and decomposed animal matter, 
which would otherwise become a nuisance or cause disease. The Skua Gulls 
(four species), all found in Norfolk, were next described, the pirating 
habits characteristic of the several species being especially noticed. This was 
followed by an_ interesting account of the Common, Ringed, and Black 
Guillemots ; the Razorbill, Little Auk, the peculiar Puffin or Sea Parrot, the 
Divers, showing how well adapted these birds were for diving—as their. name 
implies—by their form, nature of their feathers, the situation of their legs, 
which are placed quite behind, and their narrow wings—more suited to aid their 
progression in and under water than in flight. These birds rarely take to 
wing on the approach of danger, but trust to their immense powers of diving 
and under-water progression. ; eee. 

The Gannet or Solan Goose, the Cormorant (a species formerly breeding in 
Norfolk), the Shag (a specimen of which was killed recently in a peculiar 
situation for a sea-roving species to be found—viz., from the spire of the 
parish church at Attleborough), the Fulmar, Stormy, and other Petrels were 
also described. : , 

Mr. Gunn, at the end of his paper, which was well received, gave particulars 
of the many beautiful specimens with which he illustrated his reading. These 
consisted of a large variety of the birds referred to, in all stages of plumage, 
and comprised some very choice groups. A large and varied assortment of eggs 
were also shown, 
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In conclusion, Mr. Gunn quoted a few lines on the Cormorant, written bya 
brother naturalist, and of which the following is a portion :— 


“The Cormorant upon the cliff 
(A fisher bold is he), ees. 

Like some grim pirate from his skiff, 
Sits gazing in the sea, 

Watching with keen and glittering eyes 
The fishes as they play ; } 

And thinking if one should chance to rise, 
How he will bear’t away. 

He sees a ripple on the wave, 
He plunges in the brine ; 

Unerring bird! no power can save 
From that fell beak of thine. 

And now, with slow and measured beat, 
To the sandy bar he flies ; 

An‘ safe in that secure retreat, 
His dripping plumage dries. 

And there he sits and preens his wings, 
And spreads them in the sun ; 

And rests like one of the old sea kings, 
After the fight is won.” 


The Chairman moyed a cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Gunn for his admirable 
paper, and Mr. Davies, in seconding, expressed his delight, as a sportsman and 
naturalist, at the able and excellent manner in which Mr. Gunn had elucidated 
his subject. “The Health of the Visitors,” responded to by Messrs. Davies and 
Squirrel, a song from Mr. Corbyn, and a deliciously-comical recitation from Mr. 
Baldry, brought a most enjoyable evening to a close. 





IMPROVING A SALMON FISHERY IN IRELAND NEARLY FIFTY 
YEARS AGO. 

THE following interesting note is from a work published in 1851, entitled 

“Fly-Fishing in Salt and Fresh Water ” :— 

“The salmon, all along the western and northern shores of Ireland, could be 
greatly increased were the proprietors to take proper steps. For instance, a 
fishery on the west coast was taken by a party, and, after seven years’ trial, it 
was found not to remunerate them as expected, and they gave it up; when a 
private gentleman belonging to Glasgow, quite unconnected with any fishery, 
took a long lease from the proprietors of several rivers and lakes, as well as 
the coast, for a considerable distance. He commenced operations by making a 
canal with divisions in it, so as to separate each pair of fish, male and female. 
A sufficient supply of water was at all times allowed to be in it, and it hada 
gravelly bottom. ‘This canal was cut from the river. The salmon were ecare- 
fully taken alive to this pond or canal in a deep boat ; this had been done four 
seasons before, and about 150 to 20) used to be caught ina week. This last 
season, which was the fifth year, from 400 to 500 were caught, and in one week 
as many as 1,000 were taken. ‘The old fish were properly watched by a man 
and a dog during the whole of the winter both by day and night ; the dog kept 
off those rapacious animals the otters, and the man kept off the wild fowl! that 
frequented the rivers and lakes. The old fish were allowed to leave the canal in 
February, and in this, the fifth season (1847), fifty pairs escaped, after having 
been there all the winter ; they were all quite healthy. The fry were allowed 
to leave about April. 


“How THE Buii-Trout WERE DESTROYED. 


“The bull-trout used to be very plentiful there, but a plan was adopted to 
destroy these fish, so destructive to the fry. A lamp was invented, 3ft. deep, 
with two tubes or pipes—the one to conduct air down to the lamp, which was 
30in. below the water, the other to carry off the heat, &c. This lamp was sup- 
ported by a cork. There being a great number of these bull-trout in the river, 
the lamp was taken to the lake and pulled gently down the river, in the night 
time, to a large pool, when a net was cast round the lamp, and on taking it on 
shore more than 200 large bull-trout were killed, weighing from 6lb. to 14lb. 
each, and some of them full of spawn. 

“No rod-fishing was allowed during the fry season, and the salmon-fishing 
was invariably stopped about the middle of August for the purpose of allowing 
the fish a clear chance of getting up in good time to the spawning beds. 

“The above speculation turned out most advantageously. There was a great 
number of small trout seen and caught all along the coast, not unlike the 
salmon, and weighing from 1lb. to 2lb. each. These were supposed to be the 
fry at the second stage when they leave the river and return as grilse, and on 
their next leaving the river they return as salmon. The grilse were sometimes 
caught as much as 16lb. in weight, and the average exceeded 8lb. 
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WHOLESALE DESTRUCTION OF TROUT IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 


At the Mansfield (Nottinghamshire) Petty Sessions, held on the 2nd inst., two 
labouring men, giving the names of Furgess Richardson and James Richards, 
were charged, the former with unlawfully and maliciously putting a quantity of 
a certain noxious drug—to wit, chloride of lime—into the river Erewash, a tribu- 
tary of the Trent, with intent to destroy the fish therein ; and the latter with 
aiding and abetting in the commission of the offence. On Sunday week a police 
officer, named Blackburn, was on duty on the highway near the river, when his 
attention was called to the prisoner Richards standing on the bank in a stooping 
position. He was close to the water, and on the witness approaching him he 
overheard him speak to the other prisoner, who was wading in the river. He 
exclaimed, ‘“Here’s another,” and pointed to fish (trout) that were 
floating down the stream. Witness sought the assistance of a fellow 
police-officer, and Richardson left the water; but returned and picked 
up other fish. On being detected the two endeavoured to escape, and 
Richardson, in his hurry, threw back a quantity of fish he had 
placed in one of his coat pockets. Subsequently it was discovered that the 
river had been poisoned with chloride of lime, and the prisoners were appre- 
hended and conveyed to the nearest police-station. Whilst there a quantity of 
lime fell from a handkerchief which Richardson had in his possession. Mr. J. 
C. Fisher, a farmer, through whose land the river runs, deposed that 
the Duke of Portland owned the fishery. The attention of witness 
was called to the fish, which consisted of trout. There were from 15lb. 
to 20lb., and the river for nearly three-quarters of a mile was thickly 
charged with lime. Lieut.-Col. Sir A. Need, the presiding magistrate, com- 
‘mitted both prisoners for trial at the next Notts Assizes. Richardson remarxed 
that both himself and companion were guilty of the charge, 





RED DEER’S FAT FOR LINES. 


THOSE anglera who have not yet tried it cannot imagine how greatly 
it adds to one’s comfort, both in fly-fishing and general fishing, if the 
reel line is well rubbed with a bit of red dzer’s fat. Stretch the 
line between two posts, and tien rub the fat on, holding it ina 
piece of wash-leather. A line thus treated, whether it is dressed or 
undressed, runs through the rings more easily, is far more buoyant, 
and wears longer than a line not treated in this way. The best 
Hampshire dry-fly fishermen have long known the virtue of a bit of 
red deer fat. We are often asked where it can be obtained, and 
some time ago we suggested to Mr. Mudford, of Tiverton, that he 
should supply it, and he sent a box and asked if it was right. Un- 
fortunately, the smell was so strong we did not care to recommend 
it. Messrs. Eaton and Deller, of 6 and 7, Crooked-lane, London- 
bridge, E.C., are now selling genuine prepared red deer’s fat, and 
for ls. 3d. in stamps one can get a good-sized tin box of it— 
enough to last for years. You only require to fat the part of the 
line actually in use, and once or twice a week is often enough. 





‘A YEAR OF LIFE-BOAT WORK. 


THE Sixty-second Annual Report of the Royal National Life-Boat Institution has 
been issued, from which it appears that, although during the past year there 
was a slight falling off in the receipts in some directions, owing to the badness of 
the times, the Committee were yet, as a whole, able to hold their own, and to carry 
on the great work committed to them with even increased activity. Notwithstand- 
ing the unusual absence of continued violent gales, hundreds of valuable lives were 
rescued by the hfeboats, and many a family thereby saved from desolation and ruin. 

Between the 1st January and the 3ist December, 30 new lifeboats were sent to 
the coust, nearly all of which were furnished with transporting carriages. 28 of 
these boats were fitted with water ballast-tanks and other improvements, apd 
numerous reports have been received from stations where they were placed, stating 
that the old boats were not to be compared with them. The sliding-keel boat sent 
to Clacton last spring has given the greatest satisfaction to the crew, and fully 
realised the expectations which had been formed as to its efficiency. Besides the 
new boats which were stationed, several old ones were improved, or replaced by 
partially used boats refitted. 

Daring the year new stations were established at The Lizard, Southend, Totland 
Bay, Montrose, Cloughey Bay, and Peel, and others are in the course of formation, 
New boats to take the place of old ones withdrawn were also despatched to Apple- 
dore, Barmouth, Blackpool, Bridlington, Brixham, Clacton, Ferryside, Fishguard, . 
Llanddulas, Llanddwyn, Newbiggin, Plymouth, St. David's, Selsey, Sidmouth, Silloth, 
Tenby, Ballywater, Blackrock, Courtmacsherry, Drogheda, Groomsport, Youghal, 
and Castletown, Isle of Man. 

At the close of 1885 the number of lifeboats under the management of the com- 
mittee was 290, throagh the instrumentality of ‘which 371 lives were saved during 
the year, besides 20 vessels. Rewards were also granted by the Institution for the 
rescue, by shore boats, of 18t other persons, making a grand total of 555 lives 
rescued within the year by means of the society. 

In 1885 the lifeboats were launched on service 190 times, and about 760 times for 
inspection and exercise, and the Committee state with the greatest thankfulness and 
satisfaction that there was not a single fatal accident, nor indeed a serious accident 
of any description connected with the service. The Institution has granted awards 
since its estublishment in 1824, for the saving of 31,910 lives, a fact which should 
alone be sufficient to secure proper support for maintaining the great work of the 
Society. 

Two silver medals, one binocular glass, seven votes of thanks on vellum, and 
£3,644 in cash were awarded by the Committee in 1885 for the saving of life. The 
total expenditure for the year on the lifeboat service was £52,649, while the receipts 
in subscriptions, donations, and dividends amounted to £47,035 only. All the items 
of receipt and expenditure are detailed as usual, and have been audited by Mr. Love- 
lock, chartere1 accountant. 

Throughout the year there was a steady demand for the invaluable aneroids sup- 
plied by the Institution at a very low price to fishing vessels and small coasters, 
showing how much the liberality of the Committee in this matter is appreciated by 
those whom it is intended to benefit. Altogether 2,238 of these instruments have 
been distributed since 1882. 

The valuable help given by the branch committees and their honorary officials, 
the Press, the Coastguard and the Customs, is gratefully acknowledged, as are also 
some liberal contributions to the funds of the Institution. 

In conclusion, the Committee make a strong appeal to the British public for 
pecuniary help to enable them to carry on their most responsible work, and they 
ask more particularly for annual subscriptions. The services which have been 
rendered in the past and are now being rendered by the Lifeboat Institution are of 
national importance, and the Committee express the belief that, in view of these 
services, the work will not be allowed to languish for want of funds to properly 
sustain it. Royat NATIONAL LIFEBOAT INSTITUTION, 

14, John-street, Adelphi, London, W.C. 





GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 

THIs Company have just commenced their usual summer admirable train service, 
and made some elaborate and especially good arrangements for tho issue of Cheap 
Tourist and Excursion Tickets over all parts of their system for the convenience of 
the public. Fast trains now run to and from Liverpool-street and Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft, Cromer, Hunstanton, &c., in three hours, and tickets are issued 
enabling the holders to spend Friday till Tuesday at either of these truly 
excellent seaside resorts for the moderate charge of 103. third class, 15s. second class, 
20s. first class, while Fortnightly and Two-Monthly Tickets are likewise issued at a 
similar low rate. A Fast Express Train Service is also running between London 
and Doncaster, vid Cambridge and the Cathedral cities of Ely and Lincoln, opening 
up anew and important route to Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Hull, York, Scarboro’, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and all parts of Lancashire, Yorkshire, 
Scotland, &c., and Tourist and Excursion Tickets are issued to all the favourite sea- 
side and inland places of interest in these districts. The Company have also very 
greatly improved the service between England and the Continent, vi@ Harwich and 
Rotterdam, or Antwerp, this route being now the best, cheapest, and the most 
direct of all existing routes. The steamers have been specially constructed for this 
service, and are among the finest ranning. There are no steward’s fees, and the 
special express trains from and to London, Doncaster, &c., and Harwich, run along- 
side the steamer. Those of our readers who may be contemplating a visit to the 
Continent should procure a copy of the Company’s “Illustrated Tourist’s Guide,” 
price 6d., a capital handbook of 200 pages, illustrated in colours, which can be had 
at the Bookstalls, or direct from the Continental Office at Liverpool-street, for 8d. 
post free. 





GEORGE JAMUS EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard HLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT.) 
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NOTES. 


WE hope no fly-fisher who reads our paper will overlook the “ Recollections of 

a Veteran Fly-Fisher,” by H. R. Francis, M.A., which we publish this week. 

His remarks on the agencies which have caused a falling-off in the fishing value 

of many of our streams and lakes are deeply interesting and significant ; indeed, 

the whole article is delightful. 
= 3 a ae at 

Mr. Frederic M. Halford, author of ‘“Floatiag Flies and How to Dress 
Them,” killed a perfect-shaped trout weighing 41b. 9o0z. in the Houghton Club 
water last Monday evening. J acta non verba—eh, Mr. Halford ? and a very 
pretty bit of practical testimony to the “holding power ” of the eyed-hook it is. 
Then Mr. H. S. Hall tells us of scores of trout taken one after another without 
a miss on the eyed-hook. This is the practical testimony we asked for. 

= = as a: ae 

The Anglers’ Association of London has already issued two thousand three 
hundred and fifty railway privilege tickets to members of clubs enrolled with 
the Association. For the benefit of many of our readers we may briefly explain 
the working of this arrangement. The railway companies issue, under certain 
conditions, stamped cards, entitling the holder to travel at reduced rates. These 
stamped cards can only be obtained through the Anglers’ Association, or through 
the Central Association. A small charge is made for them by the Associations, 
and the money thus obtained is devoted to fish protection, preservation, and re- 
stocking public waters like the Lea and Thames, and private waters which are 
rented for the benefit of members of the association. 

& te = a a 

Many of our readers are fond of dogs—all of them, probably. They ought to 
get the July number of the Kennel Review, if merely to see what a big subject 
the dog is. Itcan be had post free for 1s, 2d. from the Editor, Kennington, 
Ashford, Kent. 

* % * * * 

To such of our readers as are contented with splendid sea air, a pleasant town, 
good sea-fishing, and capital freshwater fishing for all kinds of fish except trout, 
we can recommend Lowestoft. Intending visitors should get a copy of “ Fresh- 
water and Beach Fishing : When, Where, and How to Fish, with a new Coloured 
Map of the District,’ published by Mr. Arthur Stebbings, High-street, Lowes- 
toft ; price 4d. 

ae a Sd a ae 

From a report which appears in our columns this week it will be seen that the 
Bristol anglers are stirring with a view to preserve their Avon—a river which 
might yield grand sport if the illegal fishing were put’an end to. We wish our 
Bristol friends all success. 

* pas t * * 

A very interesting note, entitled, “ Improving a Salmon Fishery in Ireland Nearly 
Fifty Years Ago,” will be found in our columns this week. We recommend it 
to the attention of all who are interested in salmon fisheries, as 1t seems to us to 
give the experience of along-headed Scotch gentleman who attacked a difficult 
“salmon problem ” most simply and successfully. Having taken a long lease of 
an unprofitable Irish salmon fishery, he diverted part of the water of a river for 
some distance by means of a cutting. Into this artificial breeding stream, with 
gravel bottom, he placed salmon (caught in nets or at the weirs, and transported 
alive in a deep well boat). The salmon were imprisoned until they had done 
spawning, were then released, and the fry protected until allowed to leave in 
April. By this simple plan he more than doubled the yield of salmon, which 
rose from an average of 175 to as much as 450 in a week, and in one week 1,000 
fish were taken. 

ae St at Ag a 

Would not some such plan as this answer well in the lower lengths of some of 
our rivers which do not yield one-tenth of what they might, because the fish do 
not spawn under favourable conditions ? Frequently from a fall in the water the 
ova is left high and dry—at other times it is destroyed by sudden floods. In 
some rivers poachers of human or inhuman species spoil the harvest. 

* * % * a 


What would be the probable effect of catching fifty pairs of spawning fish, 
making them spawn naturally in a suitable water—perhaps a hundred miles 
nearer the sea than their native spawning beds—protecting them and their fry, 
and doing this carefully and persistently for several seasons? We venture to 
say that these fifty pairs impounded in a suitable place in the lower course of a 
salmon river would, in many instances, produce more fish than all the wild fish 
allowed to struggle up to the natural spawning beds put together. In many 
instances it would not be necessary to dig an artificial stream ; a small tributary 
near the mouth of ariver would, with the erection of a few gratings and proper 
protection, answer admirably. If gravel and sand are absent, put them in, Arti- 
ficial trout-hatching and breeding in troughs is right enough ; but the require- 
ments of salmon are vastly different, his chances of arriving at maturity incal- 
culably less, and, consequently, to rear artificially in sufficient numbers is beyond 
the means of every Board of Conservators. : 

% % 2 % 2 

The Summer Dinner of the Piscatorial Society is arranged to be held at Mr. 
Wheeldon’s, the Swan Hotel, Walton, on Saturday, the 17th inst. Chairman, 
Mr. Foreman ; vice, Mr. R. C. Blundell. 


IE 





TROUT IN NEW ZEALAND. 


Tur Otago Acclimatisation Society are to be heartily congratulated on the 
success of their efforts to stock and keep up the stock of trout in the New 
Zealand streams. We question whether finer trout and finer trout streams than 
those of New Zealand are to be found in any part of this world : we hope those 
in the next world will be as good. The society cannot report the acclimatisation 
of salmon yet, in spite of persistent efforts. We feel more than ever assured 
that our theory on this point is not far wrong—viz., that the young salmon are 
killed directly they get into salt water by the numberless voracious fish which 
swarm round the New Zealand coasts. English Fario, Loch Leven, and Ponti- 
nalis have been successfully acclimatised ; but then they do not have to go to 
sea. 








LARGE Percy.—During a recent visit to Great Yarmouth I happened to call with 
some friends in the hostelry of Mr. Bagfield at the top corner of Regent-street, and 
there saw some splendid examples of perch. There were three that had been 
caught at Potter Heigham, weighing respectively 41b. lloz., 3lb. 130z., and 31b. 1202, 
There were two caught at Guestwick, weighing respectively 4ib. 330z. and 3lb. 802, 
In addition to these there was a pike taken at Eels Foot, Ormesby Broad, weighing 
21Jb., and another taken at East Somerton Broad, weighing 201b. I would strongly 
recommend the London anglers on their yisit to Bloaterland to call and see these 
first-rate specimens,—B, 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

A. YEOMANS.—We do not think you will find any good freshwater fishing near Mar- 
gate. There are a few jack, roach, and perch in the dykes near the Reculvers, 
but the poachers net everything they can get at. Reculvers is on the coast 
between Margate and Herne Bay. We should advise you to go to Lowestoft if 
you want good freshwater fishing. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


THE HOLDING POWER OF EYED-HOOKS. 


Str,—I am not going to attempt to raise a discussion as to whether eyed-hooks 
deserve the bad character they have lately had given them in the FISHING GAZETTE, 
but I should like to offer a few remarks on an aspect of the question which, as far 
as I know, has not been hinted at by Mr. Marston, Dr. Hamilton, or Mr. Gedney. 

If a man hooks twenty good fish in a day, and only brings to bank ten of them, 
no doubt he grumbles, and talks of what might have been “if those beastly hooks 
would only have kept their hold.” But would he be better satisfied if, instead of 
twenty, he had hooked ten fish, and landed eight of them? Would the four brace 
please him better than the five, especially if some such proportion were to prevail 
all through the season? And yet I am inclined to think that, taking the season 
right through, good and bad days alike, by using eyed-hooks an angler can get on 
terms with twice as many fish as he would without them, and, as far as my own ex- 
perience goes, he does no lose anything like half of those he hooks. 

Messrs. Senior and Halford will remember a rough week on the Test last 
September, when we frequently had to retie the eyed-fly to a cast shortened down to 
a yard and a half of gut in order to put the line out at all against the wind, It was 
downright hard work with heavy lines, short gut, and a long underhand cast to 
cover the rising fish at “ North Head.” With tiny flies tied to drawn gut we should 
have been nowhere—we should have cracked them off by the dozen ; and if any of us 
was annoyed by the percentage of hooked fish lost (I don’t remember any such 
complaint), we certainly killed some magnificent fish, which I don’t believe we could 
have reached except in the way I have described. One day Mr. Senior offered me 
some beautiful bumbles in order that I might try them over some stubborn gray- 
ling. The flies were some of Foster's best, but I flicked them off as fastas I put them 
on, and to me they were useless. I may have been clumsy, but all I know about it 
is that in a foul wind I can put out twenty yards of line with a Midge Fly if it be 
on an eyed-hook; but that under such circumstances ordinary flies on gut are 
simply wasted. . 

Even if it can be shown that under the most favourable conditions eyed-hooks 
land only one out of two fish hooked (a supposition Iam not prepared to admit), I 
still believe that in bad weather an angler can hook many a fish which would be 
quite inaccessible but for eyed-hooks, and that at the end of the season, if all the 
advantages and disadvantages are fairly considered, the balance will be in favour of 
eyed-hooks, 

4 must confess that of late years I have used the old-fashioned flies so little that 
I am not qualified to speak of their holding capacity as compared with eyed-hooks ; 
but, on the other hand, the inferiority of eyed-hooks in this respect certainly never 
occurred to me until Mr. Marston raised the question, That at times they hold well 
enough to please anyone the following incidents will testify :— 

On June 17th, 1881, I was fishing the river which runs out of Loch Rannoch with 
small eyed-flies of my own tying. I hooked twenty fish and landed every one of 
them, including some unusually good for that water. 

On August 29th, 1883, I was fishing with the black gnat at Hungerford, my stock 
consisting of half-a-dozen on 00 hooks, which I had tied the previous evening. I 
hooked 16 fish, and only landed6! It might have been the fault of the hooks ; but, 
anyhow, I was fishing all the morning in the teeth of the wind, and without eyed- 
hooks I should have whipped off all my flies in half an hour, and perhaps have 
landed nothing. The very next day, under similar conditions, on the same water, 
T hooked twelve fish and landed all of them. 

Then, again, I have ascrap from the FisHING GAZETTE, in which I described four 
days in Wiltshire in September, 1883. I was using 0 0 and 000 hooks, the water 
was full of weeds, and the fish were mostly grayling, so that the loss of a consider- 
able percentage of hooked fish would not be surprising. Yet I find that out of 75 
fish hooked I landed 63 ; and this, I should imagine, would be good enough for any 
one. If I had any records of conspicuous failures with eyed-hooks, I would faith- 
fully give them side by side with these more favourable accounts ; but hitherto in 
my own experience the advantages have been so overwhelming that it would require 
a very long and continued succession of disasters to shake my faith, and I think 
even those whose faith is wavering or dead may still find it useful to keep eyed- 
hooks for the summer evenings when the rise is short, time is pressing, and any 
interruption or loss of time caused by cracking off a pet fly is exasperating to the 
last degree, even if it does not prove fatal to the evening’s sport. . 

Once more let me illustrate from my experience on the Test last September, this 
being the last chalk stream fishing I have had. On the evening of the 7th, I was 
walking home, fairly satisfied with two brace of grayling killed on the Red Tag, but 
somewhat mortified by the loss of a big trout, which eventually carried off my 0 0 
hook and a link of gut into a heavy mass of weeds, It was all but dark, and I was 
within a hundred yards of Houghton Mill, when I saw a trout rise in thedam. I 
knew that it was likely to be a good fish, and that I should have some trouble in 
holding him from the weeds, so I took off the little Tag, bit my cast in half, and 
tied on aneyed Sedge. At the first cast I hooked and killed the fish—a lovely two- 
pounder—and I should most certainly have lost him if I had not been sure of my 
tackle. 

The next evening I started home, thinking the sport was over ; but when I came 
to the weedy spot where I had been smashed the day before, there was just light 
enough to see two trout rising under the far bank. I again shortened my cast until 
I got to something pretty strong, tried it by giving it a good jerk, and tied on the 
the Sedge which had served me so well the previous night. 1 hooked both those 
fish at the first throw, held them as hard as rod and tackle would stand, and when 
the genial “Redspinner” joined me, only five minutes after we had parted at 
“North Head,” he was not a little surprised to see a brace of trout (3lb. 50z.) lying 
on the bank at my feet. ; 

I never used to be able to do these things until I took to eyed-hooks. Their 
wonderful adaptability to all times and circumstances adds greatly to one’s chances 
of sport, and if they haye their serious faults—taults which I have not myself 
detected, and which may be due to the way in which they are knotted on to the gut 
—at least, they have conspicuous advantages ;anda man who condemns their use and 
goes back to the old-fashioned flies may land a larger percentage of hooked fish, but, 
in my opinion, he will frequently find he has to submit to three great losses—of 
time, temper, and tackle—while others are making the most of opportunities and 
scoring under difficult conditions, owing to the advantages of their eyed-hooks.—I 
am, &C., H. 8S, HALL. 


P.S.—I may add that I always use hooks with turned-up eye and the knot 
frequently (and erroneously) described as “ Hall’s knot.” I have seen some really 
good fishermen at Winchester and elsewhere swearing at these hooks, the sole fault 
being that their method of tying on the gut was simply an absurdity ; IT could 
not have believed that anyone could use such a fastening if I had not seen it 
myself, 

{This is practical testimony of the most weighty kind ; it is reassuring to us, and 
we shall be very glad indeed if it turns out that we discovered a mare's nest, We 
may tell Mr. Hall that we always use his knot or else Major Turle’s.—ED. ] 
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THE EYED-HOOK AND THE IDEAL HOOK.—A GOOD WRINKLE. 

Srr,—Your experience of eyed-hooks-is the same as mine. For some reason they 
fail to take hold far more often than hooks attached to gut. This discovery reopens 
the question as to whether hooks may not be designed which will combine the ad- 
vantages of both, You will remember that nearly a year ago I submitted an idea 
to you privately, feeling sure that every possible wrinkle hitherto known or 
suggested would have come under your notice. You replied that the idea, if it could 
be carried out, was excellent, and that, so far as you could recollect, it had never been 
mentioned to you. You further advised me to communicate with a noted firm at 
Redditch as to the possibility of bringing out the invention, adding certain valuable 
suggestions of your own to facilitate the manufacture of the hooks, The firm in- 
formed me that it was a strange coincidence that they were then engaged in work- 


ing out the idea ; but could not see their way to producing the hook at a cost which, 


would give it a fair chance in the market, This statement implied that there was 
no insuperable difficulty in the mechanical construction. : 

The improved form of the eyed-hook, in conjunction with the discovery of the 
jam knot, seemed to me to be all that was required, and so I desisted from prosecuting 
the idea any further ; but as the evidence against the eyed-hook is so convincingly 
strong, it seems desirable to revive it, As the Redditch manufacturers have made 
no further sign, and the invention was entirely original, as far as I was concerned, 
I feel justified in making it public in the hope that some enterprising manufacturer 
or mechanic will succeed in bring it out in a practicable form, Here is the hook, 





Like all the most brilliant discoveries, it is (in conception) simplicity itself—con- 
sisting of a tubular shank, through which the gut is passed, and fastened with a 
hitch round the wire. 

Of course, the bore must be exceedingly fine, and the tube very thin ; but it will 
be fully strong enough, if it can be constructed at all. There would be no greater 
difficulty in attaching the fly made on such a hook than in threading a needle. 

I must leave you to divulge your own suggestions, if you wish to do so. 

Inmy experience the eyed-hook is more effective if the gut be simply passed 
through the eye, over the back of the fly, and fastened with a half-hitch below the 
tail. I inclose a specimen. 

The fly will be found quite firmly fastened, and the gut is imperceptible to the fish 
beneath. Thisleads me to mention another wrinkle which I do not recollect seeing 
in the FISHING GAZETTE, though I eagerly devour its pages every week, in search, 
like the Corinthians, of something new. 

Every fly-fisher knows what it is to be occasionally fishing with some one fly tied 
on gut which is particularly killing. Hither he has no other of the same pattern, or, 
for some occult reason, even one of the same pattern is not so deadly. The gut be- 
comes “nicked” at the head of the fly, and the game appears to be up. What is to 
be done? Simply to cut off the gut close to the head, and fasten it again with two 
half-hitches, one at the head and another at the tail, passing the gut over the back 
of the fly. Make a loop first at the end of the strand, and pass it over the point end 
of the hook, and draw it up tight against the tail of the dressing, then the hitch at 
the head will be easily accomplished. I inclose a fly which has been subjected to 
this process. No fastening couldbe firmer. By this means many a fly which would 
otherwise be discarded with regret may be still to the fore with its persuasive 
powers. In secluded districts, where facilities for obtaining a fresh stock of the 
pattern which you unexpectedly find to be “the nailer” are in an inverse ratio to 
the number of fish waiting to be caught, the wrinkle is invaluable—I am, &c., 

Manchester. St. V. BEECHEY. 

[The suggestions of our correspondent are worthy of careful consideration, and his 
method of making fast a fly which has broken off at the head is as simple as it is 
effective. We do not believe that there are any practical difficalties in the way of 
making the tube hook, nor need it be clumsy ; is would have to be made of one piece 
of wire coiled and welded, as a gun-barrelis made. We give a sketch of the tube hook 
as suggested by the Rev. St. Vincent Beechey. In the sketch the tube is purposely 
exaggerated greatly, to explain the idea more clearly, The one great objection is 
that a steel tube would very soon fill up with rust.—ED. ] 


EYED-HOOKS AND CANE RODS. 

Srr,—Knowing, as we do, your kind courtesy to all shades of opinion on vexed 
questions, and your constant endeavour to put things in their true light before your 
readers, we make no apology for troubling you with this letter, which, though 
necessarily long, is still only a tithe of what might be said on the subject. 

Eyed-hooks.—These we have personally tried, and our experience has been that 
we hooked, killed, and lost fish much in the same proportion as with flies tied on 
gut in the ordinary way. They have evidently two advantages. First, that they 
wear much longer; and, secondly, to anglers tying their own flies they must be a 
boon. We may say we find the demand for them increasing, and many anglers for 
whom we tie have all their flies now on eyed-hooks. With these remarks we will 
leave the eyed-hook theory to more able exponents, of whom there are many. 

Cane Rods.—We presume Mr. Gedney means “ built-cane rods.” As makers of 
both wood and cane-built rods, it matters not a jot to us whether we serve our 
customers with one or other. But when the question is brought forward which is 
the best—or, rather, as in the present case, where the cane-built are said to be in- 
ferior to wood rods—we have something to say in defence of a system which our 
long experience, both as anglers and makers, teaches us to be pre-eminently the 
best. There is, doubtless, a great quantity of both kinds in use, which must be 
composed of good, bad, and indifferent, and in comparison by anglers who have not 
quantities and all different balances to choose from and test, the chances are thata 
good wood rod is tested against an inferior cane one, or vice versd. Now, how are 
we to arrive at correct conclusions? By collecting from various anglers who have 
tried both their experiences? This would doubtless be valuable; but only se in 
cases where the two or more rods had been equal in balance. You will admit that all 
things new have a deal of prejudice to face, and all improvements have great 
difficulties-to meet on this score. We have frequently had the case put to us thus :— 
“TJ am prejudiced against cane-built rods ; but, if you think you can build me a rod 
which will suit me, you may.” We do,and the result is another convert. We test 
something like 1,000 cane-built rods of the three classes made by us—viz., single 
built, double built, and steel centre, besides considerable quantities of greenheart 
and other wood rods every season, and gentlemen we have the pleasure to serve with 
the cane-built swear by them, and indorse their remarks by sending us parcels of 
wood rods, asking us to allow what we canforthem. We could give you bundles of 
evidence on this score. We are not prepared to say that there are no bad cane-built 
rods. Far from it; but it is the system we defend, and we argue thus: bamboo 
cane of the right class is admitted to be stiffer, lighter, and tougher than any wood 
suitable for rod-making, The “law of forces” teaches us that the formation of a 
hexagon by six equilateral triangles, made from the same material, is stronger than 
one piece simply rounded, The layers of fibre in wood and cane run as the growth, 
and the layers of fibre of a built-cane rod running parallel to the outside in each 
piece support each other, and although you may break the fibre in the piece which 
has its layer of fibre horizontal, it is supported by the triangle on either side, whose 
layers of fibre areat an angle of 45 deg. toit. Then, again, in around piece, whether 
cane or wood, you havea hard and a soft side, and as the Jayers of fibre are all 
parallel to each other, give no support. This is a rough way of going into the 
matter ; but the subject is too large, and would trespass too much on your valuable 
space, These remarks are amply borne out in practice, for we rarely have a cane- 
built joint broken ; and if we do, it is the result of accident, not of fair fishing. In 
greenheart rods, broken tops are frequent ; but people expect them, and therefore 
no notice is taken. Cane-built rods can be made to any stiffness, and are, weight 
for weight, much stiffer than wood rods. This being the case, does it not naturally 

_follow that you can have a lighter rod equally stiff? And stiffness being power, 
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and this quality being so frequently indorsed by you in notes on split-cane rods, 
how then, Sir, we ask, can you indorse Mr. Gedney’s statement that these rods are 
inferior in killing power, while at the same time admitting their greater stiffness? 
—We are, &c., HARDY BROTHERS. 


London and North British Works, Alnwick, July 6. 


EYED-HOOKS. 

Sir,—With regard to this question, there is one thing which I think every fly- 
fisher will acknowledge—viz., that we all have noticed that a run of luck or the 
reverse continually happens in hooking or losing fish. I have lost fish after fish on 
some days with the old-fashioned hook on gut, and have fished week after week with 
hardly a loss, 

This year on the Anton (where, by the bye, we have had a wretched season from 
the scarcity of fly), I have, using always the eyed-hook, hardly lost a fish that I 
have once hooked, till about a week since, when, with a large evening Sedge Fly, in 
a mill-pool, I hooked five fish in about a quarter of an hour, and lost four of them. 
This, however, I entirely attributed to this cause—that I always endeavour now to 
avoid striking at a rise, feeling convinced that with a small hook more fish are lost 
than caught by the act of striking. On this occasion I was, as I have said, using a 
large hook, which I had not done for a long time, and I have no doubt that some- 
thing in the shape of a strike was required to make the comparatively coarse point 
take a proper hold. By striking, I mean the violent action implied in the word, not 
the necessary raising of the point of the rod when a fish is supposed to have taken a 
a fly. I must say that I am inclined to think that the direction of pull in the 
turned-down eyed-hooks gives them an advantage over those with the eye turned 
up ; but I have not practically proved this. In fact,as I have said above, it isa 
very difficult matter to prove these things, as it is, undoubtedly, often a question 
merely of a run of luck. 

Your correspondent, “H. H.” (p. 5), seems to forget the numerous advantages of 
the eyed-hook. They are these :— : 

Ist. You may change your fly certainly four times with the eyed-hook to once of 
the hook on gut, as the latter must always have at least three or four minutes’ 
soaking in the mouth before tying on, while the last link of your foot-line that you 
are fishing with is always soft. 

2nd. The gut of a fly that has been some time coiled up in a book will not come 
straight without long soaking or much trouble with indiarubber or some such 
means, A curly length of gut at the end of your cast is fatal to fine fishing. 

3rd. On picking out a fly from your book, you continually find that the gut on it 
is much too coarse for use at the time, This can never happen with the eyed- 
hook, ; 

4th. When your gut foot-line is properly tapered you can always fish fine or coarse 
ata minute’s notice ; for instance, when you have been using a small fly in the 
evening, and you suddenly see the fish taking a large Sedge, you can break off one 
or more of the finer links of your tapered collar, and put the heavy fly on whatever 
thickness of gut you fancy. 

5th. You never lose a fish from the gut on your fly being old, or rotten, or worn at 
the head—a very common occurrence where a gut hook has been for some time in 
your fly-booix. 

6th. Flies cn eyed-hooks stand an immense deal of whipping in drying them, 
while the gut hooks continually break just at the junction of hook and gut. 

7th. Hyed-hook flies are so much more conveniently carried about with one when 
fishing than hooks with a coil of gut attached. 

All these are immense advantages, and it would require a great deal of proof as 
to the non-holding power of the eyed-hooks to make me forego them. I should 
almost be inclined to think the non-success of Dr. Hamilton and others might 
possibly be owing to some fault in the knot in tying on, and I haye never seen the 
fact noticed in print ; though I pointed itout to some gentlemen at the I'ly-Fishers’ 
Club not long since, that in tying on the eyed-hook, especially in a small fly, there 
are two entirely different fastenings, which may be made unconsciously, so to 
speak, in tying uhe same knot, one of them much stronger than the other. J am 
atraid these will be difficult to explain without a drawing ; but I will endeavour to 
do so. I will speak only of the knot which I always now use—that, I think, called 
sometimes Major Turle’s, where the gut passes cnly once through the eye. Mr. 
Pennell’s so-called jam knot can only be used where the eye is so small, or the gut 
so thick, that a jam really takes place. In my own experience, and that of all 
Hampshire fishermen that I have heard speak of it, the gut comes out as soon as it 
is dry. Now, in tying Major Turle’s knot, the loop of the gut when drawn tight 
should pass round and under—i.¢., in the turned-up eyed-hook—the neck of the hook 
below the eye. Butit will be found that if, in drawing the loop tight, one is not 
careful to keep it in its proper place, that it very easily slips up over the eye, and 
may be drawn tight round the gut itself instead of round the neck of the hook, This 
is very likely to happen with shortsighted people, and the knot then, I am sure, has 
not nearly the strength which it has when in the proper position ; neither, which is 
of great consequence, does the fly hang straight out from the end of the gut.—I 
am, &c., 

Clatford, July 5. Bette Onn s 

P.S.—I should much like to hear the experience of salmon-fishers with the new 
eyed-hooks made by Woodfield and Sons, which you mentioned not long since, 











Srr,.—It seems to me that we are not in a position to decide positively against 
eyed-hooks, for the simple reason that the eyed-hook and the old-fashioned hook differ 
materially in form. 

When Myr. Hall wrote that he was satisfied with the hook which goes by his name, 
T ordered a gross of various sizes from Messrs. Woodfield and Son, I remember the 
disappointment I felt when I opened the packet. The hooks were so narrow in the 
bend that it seemed to me that they would be certain to miss many rising fish. 

I may also say that I never felt convinced about turned-up eyes; I like turned- 
down better. a 

But I never could understand the objection to straight eyes. The only time I 
gaye a good trial to the eyed-hook was last July. In the hot midday sun I killed 
better trout and grayling on the still pools at Bakewell with a floating fly 
straight-eyed on gossamer gut when the ordinary down-stream fishing was useless. 
Your correspondents who send their experience ought to say what knot they use, as 
very much may depend on that. 

What I would suggest is this, that you should get some hook-maker to supply you 
with hooks with turned-up, and turned-down, and straight eyes, but all of them of 
the same make and colour as the ordinary hook for use. If then, trying one against 
the other, you find the ordinary hook beat the eyed-hook, such a test would be 
satisfactory. ; 

I believe that a wide sneck bend, blue, straight-eyed, well knotted with Mr. Hall's 
knot, would give quite as good an account as the ordinary hook. meee: 

I may add that I find the eyed-hook, when used as a dropper, give trouble ; it is 
so apt to catch the gut line and get it into a tangle. 

I inclose a No. 1 with a No. 12 sneck bend, and a round bend; also a No. 0 witha 
No. 13 or 14 sneck bend, and a round bend (Scotch). 

May I ask you to compare these, and say which you think would be most likely 
to hook a fish, and hold it when hooked? I think that the eyed-hooks (Woodfield’s) 
and the sneck bends fairly correspond as to size—that is, judging by the length of 
the shank. 

I hope you will agree with me, Sir, that no decision can be just unless the condi- 
tions of trial be perfectly equal; and it seems to me that one must be that the hooks 
be of the same make, with the single exception of the eye. 

Is it proved that the light colour of the eyed-hook is better than the old-fashioned 
blue? I doubt it—l am, &e., ; 

London. W.I.0. 

[ We hope no one will give up the eyed-hook without giving it a fair trial in the 
munner suggested by our correspondent, We certainly shall do 80,—ED. } 
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: NEW WOODS FOR RODS. 

S1r,—It'may interest your readers to know that the idea expressed by “J. W. C.” 
was acted on by us two years ago, when the Forestry Exhibition in Edinburgh 
offered so rare an opportunity of inspecting not only Colonial woods, but woods from 
all parts of the world. 

We examined and tested, as far as we could, some 200 different kinds which seemed 
suitable for rod-making, many of which were entirely unknown in this country, 
never before haying been imported, and their commercial value undetermined. 
This we did with the view of finding something of which. we could make a 
“ specialité,” 

We selected three kinds, and imported a few tons of each, and we now have 
pleasure to hand you samples for inspection. 

The Nos, 1 and 2 we consider marvellous woods, being very springy and tough ; 
No. 3 is quite different from 1 and 2—it is very springy, but heavier and not quite 
so tough. You will observe the extraordinary length of fibre in Nos, 1 and 2, 
particularly the No. 1—it runs quite from end to end of the piece. The specific 
gravity of Nos. 1 and 2 is much the same as hickory ; the No. 3 is a little heavier, 
but still much lighter than best greenheart. : 

We have made a good many rods from these woods, which are now in use, and are 
much approved. We, however, only put them in as butts and middles, using old 
seasoned greenheart for the tops, as our trials have not been sufliciently exhaustive 
to warrant us using them for tops. 

One very strong feature in working these woods is, that we never have a piece to 

cast out from warping, where in greenheart it is of frequent occurrence. 
' We are charging these the same as greenheart, and will be pleased if you will 
show the samples to anyone interested. You will quite understand that we cannot 
give the names of the woods, nor the country from whence we imported them.—We 
are, &c., HARDY BROTHERS. 

London and North British Works, Alnwick, July 6. 

[We will send the samples on to “J. W, C.’"—ED. | 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

S1r,—The hot weather for the last few days has nearly put a stop to salmon- 
fishing. Though there are plenty of fish, they have quite gone off the feed. The 
only fish I have heard of as being caught were by Mr. Ley, of Barrow House, at 
Weston, one 10%lb., and one 15lb. Some good lots of eels have been caught, and an 
odd barbel or two in the Shardlow water. 

Eels have been biting well all over the river, and baskets from 141b, to 281b. in a 
day is quite common. Mr. Fields Weston had a nice lot of fish from Colwick, con- 
sisting of roach and chub, and one barbel 51b. 

The weather is dreadfully hot, and I don’t anticipate much sport until we have a 
change.—I am, Xc., 

July 5. A,W. 





SMALL RED WORMS WANTED. 

Sr1z,—Will you, or any of your readers, kindly inform me through the columns of 
the “ F.G.” where small red worms can be procured? 

Plenty of lobworms can be got here, but, however well scoured, they will not 
catch; and it is impossible to obtain small red worms in this neighbourhood either 
for love or money.—I am, &c., AN UNFORTUNATE ANGLER. 

ue hope any firms who supply small red worms by parcel post will reply to this. 
— Kp. 





A. WONDERFUL BASKET. 

S1r,—I see by last issue that “ Maxwheel” is indignant at my strictures, I can 
have no personal animus, seeing that I only know him by his nom de plume, and I 
hope that I have no ill-will towards any individual who is bound to gather his 
information as best he can, and is liable to be entirely “misled” by fishers who seem 
to liye to exaggerate their takes, My strictures chiefly referred to a basket of, I 
think, 27]b. of trout taken in a few hours with the fly. Let us smile over it in all 
kindness, for, as “ Maxwheel” did not catch the fish, and as I was informed that the 
“ Bye” was in flood that day, surely I might express an honest doubt.—I am, &c., 

E. M. Top. 





- ENGLISH “SILK” LINES. 
’ Srr,—I have examined six samples of line sent by “S. H.,” and four of the lot are 
made of the most inferior materials, and do not contain an atom of silk amongst 
them, The manufacturer of the 60 yards (No.1) sold me some similar stuff as 
“pure silk,’ whereas, as in this case, the line was composed entirely of jute, and 
heavily dressed to hide the fraud. The line (No. 3) which “S. H.” believes to be 
pure silk is not so, although it is the best sample I have yet tested. It contains 25 
per cent. of silk of good quality, and the rest is mere padding to give bulk. Sample 
No. 4, which “S.-H.” also fancies is silk, is in reality fine jute woven soft and full 
of grease, which makes it handle very soft and silk-like.—l am, &c., PATER. 
[We have received several samples from makers; they are now being tested by 
“Pater.”—Ep, ] 





S1r,—I was much surprised to see the notes in the GAZETTE respecting silk fish- 
ing lines, Herewith I send you a sample for “ Pater’s” examination. All I can 
say respecting it is that it was manufactured in Leicester by a friend of mine, that 
it was silk before it entered the loom, and if it is altered in the course of the 
braiding, it is very funny, to say the least of it, Please give me your opinion of 
this line, and tke strength of it, and oblige.—I am, &c,, 

. Leicester. JAS. FRANK SMITH. 

[This is a genuine silk line of excellent quality. ‘ Pater” says :—“ Your sample 
is excellent ; but the fact that it was made for you by a friend does not prove any- 
thing, nor does it touch the point at issue, which refers to the lines sold as silk by 
retail traders. We have samples of scores of such lines which do not contain an 
atom of silk,’—EDp. ] 





S1r,.—We notice the letter of “ Pater” condemning some samples of English silk 
lines. Of course, we do not know to whom “ Pater” refers, and it seems very un- 
fair to leave the charge open for the public to suspect everyone. 

We inclose you one of our silk lines before it is waterproofed, and shall be glad if 
you will send this to “ Pater.” 

We guarantee our lines to be silk.—We are, &c., 

Easemore Works, Redditch. W. WoopFIELD AND SONS. 

[ We have sent the line on to “ Pater,” and can assure Messrs. Woodfield that they 
need not fear the verdict. The line is made of pure silk ; it is very round and hard- 
plaited—in fact, as good a silk line as we have ever seen.—ED. | 

i “ PATER’S”’ REPORT. 

“ This is by far the best line I have seen as yet, and no doubt it will prove, upon 
analysis, to be pure silk, as it comes from a manufacturer, for the trade can make 
pure silk lines if they choose. My point is that the article commonly sold by 
retailers as ‘ pure silk” is a fraud.—PATER.” 


THE NEW DISTRICT VISITING LISTS. 

Srr,—In consequence of the great increase of clubs who have enrolled with the 
Anglers’ Association, and who are entitled to be placed on the District Visiting Lists, 
I shall feel greatly obliged if the secretaries of the societies desirous of receiving 
visits will forward me at once the name of club, the sign of house of meeting, the 
name and address of secretary, and the meeting night, to enable me to get out the 
new Lists by the first weekin August. The district visiting officers will greatly assist 
me by obtaining all necessary information, and forwarding on to me.I am, &c., 

: R, GHURNEY, 
ana (Sec, Anglers’ Association). 
10, Baches-street, Caarles-square, Hoxton, N, 





| 


PHAL FISHING IN SOUTH DEVON, - 4. at 

Sr1r,—I shall be very much obliged if any of your correspondents’can give me® 
list of useful flies for peal-fishing in South Devon ?7—I am, &., © © hated 
July 6. TEIGNMOUTH. 


TO STRAIGHTEN A WARPED JOINT. VJ 79 
Sr1r,—If your correspondent, “ E.,” will take the rings off his crooked joint, and put 
them on the reverse side; every fish he catches will go towards straightening it-—L 
am, &c., Pee 
Whitstone, Shepton Mallet, July 7. 


Pipe be 
aA. 8,*> 
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PITH: 
Srr,—Surely “ Lux” means elder pith. But it must be got at a certain time of 
the year ; I forget when.—I am, &c., aig seeder 
Savage Club. CHAS, WILLIAMS; © 
[The pith in a bit of dead laurel is very tough and springy.—ED. ] 


TO GET RID OF EELS FROM A POND. 

Srr,—Can anyone suggest a way of clearing a pond of eels, the owner of the 
same wishing to convert it into a place for trout? There is about 2 or 3ft. of mud 
on the bottom, but the pond can be converted into running water by turning a', 
small river into it. .The pond is swarming with them, and no one has been able to. - 
catch any yet. He wishes, if possible, to get them, and alive, so as to. send them, 
up to London.—IJ am, &e., 

Lewisham, QU ZXSITOR. 

[Unless the water can be run off and the mud cleared out, we do not know how 
the eels are to be got rid of. Of course, a good many could be caught in wire’‘eel’™ 
traps baited with fresh fish or offal, but they could never be ‘cleared out” in ‘this 
way. Then if the river contains eels it would be difficult to keep them out of the. 
pond if the river is turned into it.—ED. ] ; 


COMPANIONS WANTED. FOR A TROUTING EXPEDITION. 
Srr,—I should like to join, or be joined by, one or two others for a five or six 
weeks’ trouting expedition (beginning at the end of July) into Sutherlandshire, 
Ross, or Inverness. : ets 
Any information gladly received as to rivers, &c., of these countries, either 
privately or through the medium the GAZETTE.—I am, &e,, , ; 
Tonbridge, July 7. y We 
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MR. HAYER’S 9LB. TROUT. | 
Srr,—Allow me to thank Mr. Hayer for his. very kind. answer to my query anent... 
the measurement of the aboye trout, as I keep a record, as near as I can, of large 
trout taken, but could not see my way clear to note the measurements as given in 
print. I should much like to have cast and painted to life such a grand fellow: I 
am doing one of my own catching this week of 6lb, weight only,—I am, &c.. 
Reading. FRANK GosDEN;;'* 


Seg 


FURTHER RAILWAY CONCESSION. ~ wi psi 
S1r,—I have the pleasure to state that the Great Eastern Railway Company, with 
their usual liberality, have consented to :grant >the issue of anglers’ tickets from 
Ponder’s End Station,—I am, &c., : R. GHURNEY, 
_ (Sec. Anglers’ Association). 


FISHING ON THE UPPER CAM. : 

Srr,—Could any of your correspondents kindly inform me if there is to be had any 
fishing in the upper waters of the Cam, and if so, of what kind, and which are-the 
best stations? I should be munch obliged for any information.—I am, Xc., F, 

[ F.” will find some useful information on pages 108 and 109 of Little's Anglers’ 
Annual, under Cambridgeshire.—ED. ] 


THE ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. $2 
Srr.—Kindly allow me to state, once for all, that I do not hold, and never havé 
held, the opinions attributed to me in a circular issued by the Anglers’ Associatio: 
and have never said what they represent, in the way they put it. Much of what i 
did say, on the occasion in question, they omit to reply to. Comment is needless, 
and discussion useless.—I am, Xc., 
July 8th. 








T, CRUMPLEN, 


SEA-TROUT AND GRILSE-FISHING.IN AUGUST. wees 
Sir,—In answer to your correspondent asking about sea-trout and grilse-fishing 
in August, let me suggest that he take tourists’ tickets to Connemara by the 
L. and N.W.R. Co.’s line (which are very cheap, and I think last_for two months) 
and go straight to Galway, where he can get good grilse-fishing for next to nothing. 
He might then go on to Oughterard, fourteen miles from’Galway, where he can get 
trolling for trout, salmon, and pike in Lough Corrib, only having to pay for the: 
hire of a boat and man. He could then move on to Recess, Screet, and Gleadalough, 
where he would get plenty of sea-trout fishing and grilse at.any of them, There 
are good hotels and lodgings in Galway, two good hotels at Oughterard, and accom- 
modation to be got at the other places I have mentioned ; but previous to starting 
on the little fishing tour I suggest, let him look to his last week’s Field, or to the 
FISHING GAZETTE, or other authority as to the state of the rivers and lakes in the 
West of Ireland. The water may be too low, but from experience I can say it is 
hard to find it too high.—I am, &c., SENTRY. 
July 8. 
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FISHING FOR POLLACK. oo 4 

Srr,—I am sorry I must disagree with “E.G.” with regard to the leads on the 
horsehair lines. I have used them for the last twenty years, and I think they are . 
perfection. We all know that hair lines are very elastic, and when they are strained 
as they would be when you have a heavy fish on, they are apt to twist and foul ; but 
all properly-made horsehair lines should be spun in one length, and a swivel inserted 
every ten fathoms, and about six pipe (loz. each) leads distributed along the line at” 
proper intervals. I think if “ E. G.” tries this dodge he will give up the idea ofa 
heavy lead at the bottom. » Of coutse, when you are fishing in shallow water witha” 
strong tide, leads are useless. I always like to supplement the line with agimp”! 
trace, and also a gut one, terminating with the hook you bait. By gimp I do not 
mean the stuff usually sold as gimp, butthe pure silk core covered with copper wire, 
or plated as liked. A 

I see “BH. G.” finds that at times the red indiarubber eels take better than the .- 
natural bait. Ihave found the same, and from inquiries I have made I find that 
that in several places the artificial beat the natural bait. My friend, Mr, Briggs, of 
the Start. Lighthouse, South Devon, was fishing with the indiarubber sand eel, and © 
the fishermen were using the natural launce, and he took thirty fish to their half- 
dozen. 

Lieut. Henn, B.N., the owner of the Galatea, who has just gone to America to try ~ 
for the Cup, whilst fishing off the Longships last August, took 2371b. weight of ° 
pollack in 1} hours, many over 8lb., with the red sand eel, when they would not 
look at the natural. I wish correspondents, when they report good catches, would 
say what bait they were taken with.—I am, Xc., 

Plymouth. 
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WILLIAM HEARDER, 
Cor cr 





HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—In all outward complaints a desperate effort should be 
made to at once remove these annoying infirmities, and of establishing a cure. The remarkable reme- 
dies discovered by Professor Holloway will satisfactorily accomplish this desirable result, without any 
of those dangers or drawbacks which attend the old ‘method of treating ulcerative inflammations, 
scrofulous affections, and scorbutic annoyances. The most timid fuvalids may use both the Ointment 
and Pills with the utmost safety with certain success, roreeg a moderate attentiga be bestowed ap 
tieir accompanying ‘’ Directions.” Both the preparatjgns ssothe, Heal, and vesty. mye Oe assists — 
the otper materially in effecting cures and rénéWwing srepgth by helping exhausted na 
sie needs such succour. as . sntae : 
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METAL-CENTRED ~ ACME” LINES 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


h Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
aera SA tTACtOTy after Twelve Months wear. 





FIRST TIME 
OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE. 





Without above Mark 
uo Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE IGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— a 
: : . : ‘ eC 3g f Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I 
“ My experi s with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, 0 : receiving gths, 
out ec pane ep nce EEN Minar a they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), a re 
tor trout fl vetighinie (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. Ihave used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. ey 


are, Ins i, the | lines I ever had.” J : 
i ae a R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— ; 
“T have used the ImprovepD ‘AcME’ LINE last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. You HAVE GOT HOLD 


OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.” hs : $ Rees, 

Pennell’s Patent ‘‘Whip-Lash”’ Taper Lines (Metal-2ented), the Improved “ Acm2”’ Lines, Th2 “Indestructible 

Or'ginal Waterproof Sik (nrice 18s, 6d. per score yards), and the Finest Gossamer Silk Live-Buit Lines (1s, 3d. per — 

, are solely manufactured by us. : 

Sere adie LARGEST Ue es & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. ; 

NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. : 
JESS OA BONES BGA) ile LS ee 


THE NEW STEEL CENTRED RODS 





7 
i f 

Inveated by the late David Foster) | ; 3 
Have acquired WORLD-WIDE FAME for LIGHTNESS, unequalled STRENGTH, perfection of WORKMANSHIP, and for — 
DURABILITY. They are recommended by all who use them. ‘ 

& 


THE GREAT SUCCESS OF THE ORIGINAL STEEL CENTRED ROD 


i inci : ing wi A IES. The Original Steeled Rod 
Has induced unprincipled traders and makers to VICTIMISE the unsuspecting with COUNTERFEIT COP : 
hts : font Aeraliin RE ros To escape piano wire-centred imitations, “INVEST IN THE ORIGINAL, which NEVER FAILS 3 

TO MERIT SATISFACTION. t 


Prices—9ft. to 12ft., 45s.; 1st Quality, 49s, 


PRICE LISTS, SHOWING PRICES OF RODS, REELS, 


FLIES, &c., 2 Stamps. 





LINES, 




























































With Centre Winch, 51s. 6d, and 59s, 6d. Weight of 10ft, Rodis 7oz, 


7 Ls es Nee Ot Seek wine SPRING FITTING = 
& ro a NURUSSUSRA AMR ERS HY ERE mts a C9 a nO led ede —— sh calle el ; Ee ¥. 
We Drians oul NEW STEELGENTERED FLY ROD , $ 
Ga —- — er xs Dee r 
D. AND W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. — 
The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle.) J. BERNARD AND SON, © 
MANUFACTURED BY 9, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 
MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE, ~ 
R E DI A I H & CO mg | BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 
Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, t 
WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFASTURERS, | sazmon cur casts, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to LiftSeven Poung 
i ead weight. ; 

FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ‘ON EYED HOOKS. 
Tweedside Works, KHLSO-ON-TWEED. GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. i 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 
SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 


MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 





SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. : 
AND CAST LINES. 
SALMON, GRILSH, AND TROUT FLIES ° GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SAUMON 





AND BAITS. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


S COOPER COOPER AND GO, not only SELL the 
EL FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUUES, but they confine their 
lz business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
THR COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
FIn 
rh 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 884, High 
Holborn, W.C., London. 


at 2s. 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
5 ee Tr es sae 
| COOPER COOPER & CO. 5 | 
RR Eg sn ecnc=ace 





7 





others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERH IS NO BETTER TEA, 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—60, King William-street, London Bridge, F.C. Branch 
Hstablishments—63, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 


this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 


prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 


RODS, as used by the Editor of the FIsHiIna GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment. These Rods are superior toany gluei-up Rod. From 2ls. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s. for 25 yards, 
will not kink, 


BRONZED CHECK REXLS from 2in. to 23in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s, 
RONALD’S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and whera to 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Strand, W.C. 


Adelphi Terrace, 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote 
jinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d, Tex and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
eee ey ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 

ay,ls.6d.  . 

A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
Me. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DO YN EYED HOOKS, 


FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH., 


(Rd. No. 25,835.) 


Worn over left shoulder, with 
another band round the waist, 
thereby distributing the weight 


equally, and keeping the basket in a 
Sirm position. 

“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd. No. 25,692), and our 
MPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


Weight of Handle complete, about 12o0z. ; : 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. 














4 i New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. (= 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTEN HAM 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVERTED PREMIER SPINNER: 


Regd. Nov, 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT, Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, Xe. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO- FLY RODS. 
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a ies 
PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
. “ An excellent fiy-rod,"—FISHING GAZETTE, 

- Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 


‘The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading avglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 








CONTENTS. 





———_+¢4—_ 
(N.B.—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 

PAGE, PAGE. 
‘Recollections of a Veteran Fly- Notes ... oe eee ae wel 9 
Fisher... Ans are ai ... 15|Trout in New Zealand... 5 ate sac, 19 
Sea Fly-Fishing OE ME ... 16 |Correspondence... Wie he age ly 
Fish-Eating Birds of the Norfolk River Reports ... 4... ae See 
Coast ... a8 He ot ... 17 | Richardson’s Tension Reliever Sey 45) 
Improving a Salmon Fishery in Ire- Club Reports ... ies ey sag 
land Nearly Fifty Years Ago _... 18 |Scotch Notes ... aot rae tas, gee 
Wholesale Destruction of Trout in Trish Notes au oe ae «en ZO 

Nottinghamshire... bad ... 18|Meeting of Anglers.—Proposed Pre- 
servation of the Avon are ace a 





Red Deer’s Fatfor Lines ~ ... mapa 8: 


THE ILLUSTRATED 


Touristé&HolidayNumber 


OF THE 


FISHING GAZETTE 


WILL BE 


PUBLISHED ON JULY 30. 


It will Contain 


ONE OR MORE OF THE PRIZE ESSAYS, 


PORTRAITS & BIOGRAPHIES OF ANGLERS, 
MAHSEER FISHING IN INDIA 


(With Illustration), &e., &e. 


As this Number will havea large extra circulation, it will be of 
exceptional value to Advertisers. Applications for Space should 
be made at once to THE MANAGER, the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 
13, Fetter Lane, London. 











RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 7 Putney. 
45 5 eigen aa 
50 rp ares, 

Add 55 os Kew. 
75 i Richmond. 
80 . Twickenham, 
85 ; Teddington, 


’ 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 
For Times oF HigH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, July 10 ae Ore 8.34 nor ay, 9.8 

Sunday, "7 11 ee one 9.42 mon bes 10,17 
Monday, * 12 ane aah 10.50 sige SAC 11.25 
Tuesday, 5 13 Aor: Bot 11.57 “0c AOE 12.0 

Wednesday, + 14 ar oa 12.25 op aad 12.52 
Thursday, i. 15 ce ret 1.16 see ede 1.38 
Friday, Fp 16 aes oar 1.59 wee ae 2.18 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

There have been several reports lately of illegal practices in this portion of the 
Metropolitan river, and it is now stated, after thorough and searching investigation, 
in one case attended with considerable expense, there was not the slightest evidence 
to prove their accuracy ; but, on the contrary, the reports were of an abortive and 
useless character. At the same time, it is desirable, in the opinion of the President 
of the T.A.P.S., that every report, however groundless it may appear, should be sub- 
mitted to a searching inquiry. The very hot weather of late has been altogether 
against angling ; the anglers have not cared to expose themselves to the powerful 
and dangerous heat of the sun, and the barbel have not been feeding nearly so well. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RIcHMOND.—Job Brain, during the week, six dozen of dace anda couple of barbel, 
Henry Maunsell, in one day, two dozen of dace and one barbel. Henry Howard, in 
three days, eight dozen of dace. The other takes are not worth reporting. 

TWICKENHAM.—4J. Dobbin, in two days, nine dozen of dace and one barbel. Henry 
Spiers, in one day and three half-days, eleven dozen of dace. Edward Finch, in seven 
days, forty dozen of Cace, two barbel, and four bream. Pert Hammerton, in two days, 
twelve dozen, one jack, and two barbel. R. Coxen, in one day, three barbel and 
eighteen dace. George Coxen, in three days, twelve dozen. Samuel Cole, in seven 
days, five jack, three bream, five barbel, and eight dozen of dace. John Spong, in 
three days, six dozen of dace and three jack. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, five dozen of gudgeon, one brace of 
perch, and four dozen of roach. Benjamin Stevens, in one day, four barbel. The 
water is very grassy and detrimental to fish biting, although they are seen in any 
quantity playing about. A man fishing off a barge at Petersham caught seven 
barbel. 

Hampton Court.—William Milbourne writes: “ My three best days have been 
this week with a total of fourteen dozen of roach and dace and four barbel (the 
largest 5lb.). None of the other boats have been doing anything worth naming, 
This bright weather, and the water so clear, had made fishing very bad. John 
Smith, in two days, eight dozen of roach and dace and ten dozen of gudgeon. Mr, 
Larkin, fishing with me at the end of last week, got a fine barbel over 7lb.” 

THAMES Dirron.—H. Buttery has had a good take of roach and dace, and one of 
the bani fishers got a couple of eels weighing 71b. 

SunBuRY.—Thomas Stroud, in three days, six barbel, ten chub, and sixteen dozen 
of roach. Alfred Stroud has taken a brace of trout, one weighing 5lb. and the other 
3lb., very handsome fish. John Stroud, on his best day, got three barbel and six 
dozen of roach ; and T. Stroud, jun., two barbel and ten dozen of gudgeon. Edward 
Clarke, jun., in three days, ten bream, four barbel, five brace of perch, and twenty- 
two dozen of gudgeon. H. Clarke, in two days, seven perch and six dozen of 
gudgeon ; and J. Wilkins, in one day, three jack and fourteen chub. 

WALTON.—John Hone, in three days, fifteen dozen of roach, eleven bream, and 
three barbel. 

SHEPPERTON.—W. Howse, in one day, nine dozen of gudgeon and two brace of 
perch. 

DockET Pornt.—James Haslett, in two days, four dozen of gudgeon and one brace 
of perch, 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, in two days, eight dozen of roach and dace, a couple of 
bream, ard one brace of perch. L. Hackett, in two days, three jack and seven brace 
of perch. Mr. Wastell, in one day, two dozen of good roach. 

Srarnes.—Charles Hone, in three days, twenty dozen of roach and dace. John 
Keene, in five days, twenty-six barbel, the largest 5lb., and six dozen of roach and 
dace. J. Keene, jun, in seven days, thirty-three barbel, twenty-one chub, nine 
bream, and thirteen dozen of roach and dace. G. Osman, in five days, sixteen dozen 
of roach and dace, eight barbel, one jack, one chub, and six bream, 





UPPER THAMES. 


The river is in excellent trim for fishing, and fine takes of barbel, roach, and 
chub are being had in out-of-the-way back-waters and quiet swims ; but the human 
race at Henley has dreadfully churned up Father Thames for miles and miles—so 
says Miles’s boy—and it will take a week at least before the G.O.R. pursues the even 
tenour of its way. I hear from Windsor, Bray, and Cookham that big hauls of 
barbel have been had. Weather delightfully fine, and water in good working order. 


—MARLow Buzz. ; 
Lena ay Thames (Datchet). 
The water is still in beautiful order. Out four days last week, twelve dozen of 


roach and dace and four barble. Out two days this week, six dozen of roach and 
dace and two barbel. My son Harry, out four days last week, sixteen dozen of roach 
and dace and one barbel. Out with a patron on the 5th, they would not come at 
all—only three dozen of roach and dace. I should like to see a nice rain, and I trust 
we shall have it before long. Hope to send more news next week.—J. HOARE, 
Fisherman, 
Thames (Goring). 

Water very good and the fishing very fair. My two best days, eight jack and 

two dozen of perch.—JOuUN RUSH. 


Thames (Reading). 

Sport has made considerable progress since the date of my last report, the weather 
being much more settled than it had been for the entire season previously. The 
water is in splendid condition, and some good fish have been taken, fishing early 
morning and evening. Trout have been, and are still, not very anxious for the 
various lures presented to them, and I can only answer for three taken with worm 
and live minnow. The weights were as follows: 441b., 51b., and 6lb,—the latter I 


eed 


have cast, and intend painting to life for the gentleman who assisted me in securing 
the same from among the weeds. Among the pike considerable havoc has been 
made ; some fine examples have been exhibited at Mr, Avery’s fishing room, the 
Elephant Hotel, in the Market-place. Barbel have been taking well ; I had one nearly 
6b. weight. Perch feeding well, numbers taken over 1lb. each; expect to see much 
larger ones taken as the weather continues so warm. The above-mentioned barbel 
was as full of ova as she possibly could be, After weighing her, I returned her to 
the river, after taking about two inches off the top of the tail, in hopes of hearing 
of her whereabouts some future time ; my friend hardly liked my returning her,— 


FRANK GOSDEN. 
Thames (Walton). 

The word “ tropical,” applied as a term descriptive of the heat of the last ten 
days or so, is aphrase which distinctly loses force. It should rather be said that 
the heat has been so great that it must surely have put the very warmest corner in 
all the length and breadth of Hades completely in the shade. The power of the 
sun’s rays has been something simply marvellous, as evidenced by the parched, 
sterile appearance of what once were fresh fields and pastures new. Still, fish have 
been feeding, and that well, and although many anglers have failed to hold them 
when hooked, that could hardly be called the fault of the fish themselves. Out 
with H. Searle, the punt-man attached to the Swan Hotel, on July 4th, Messrs. 
Fulford and Russell had a good take of twelve dozea of roach and dace, and ten 
bream: Out with the same gentlemen to-day (Thursday) very little has been done ; 
but I hear that more than one fish has been pricked heavily, and subsequently 
lost, and that is a thing which hardly conduces to a satisfactory state of affairs in 
bream and barbel-fishing. Mr. Bryning has, I learn, taken some very fine bream at 
the last thing at night ; and I, myself, upon a well-baited swim, got five barbel, the 
best a 4}-pounder, a bream of 41b., and two chub, The really handsome prize which 
L offered for competition on July 4th was won by Mr. Blamey, a member of the 
Piscatorial and Richmond Piscatorial Societies, witha small weight of chub, There 
was the small entrance-fee of ls. attached to the competition for this little souvenir, 
and hence there were only ten entrants, a matter shich left me considerably out of 
pocket by the transaction. Had it been a case of “free gratis for nothing,” I might, 
of course, have had more, and equally, of course, I shall taxe into serious considera- 
tion the desirability of giving free prizes in the future. The weather within the 
course of to-day has become much cooler, and fish are feeding very well. If we 
could have a smart fall of rain there would be some really good prospects of sport. 


—J,P.W. 
Thames (Windsor). 

River flowing very slowly, and beginning to assume that stagnated appearance so 
detrimental to all-round angling. Considering its temperature, it is surprising that 
any sport is had, especially with trout; but that persevering angler, Mr. Bennett, 
of Wraysbury, has killed a handsome brace in the old river, with the Alexandra Fly, 
going 511b. and 41b. 30z. Mr. Marsh, of Eton, has also made a curious capture, 
taking, one evening, four barbel with natural minnow, and one with an artificial ; 
also a brace of perch and two trout, going 3lb. loz. and 11b., the latter returned, 
Roach are being had on extremely fine tackle, using bread paste kept very clean, 
Mr. Harbard, of Eton, being among the most successful, having nightly some fine 
specimens, the best half-dozen taken in one eyening going just. 4lb., largesh I1b. 
Qoz. Gudgeon are beginning to pack, and, I believe, will come now to the rake 
well, when good sport should be had among them, there being an excellent show of 
them this season. Should there be a fall of rain shortly, which I think not far off, 
good all-round sport will be had ; but, with judicious baiting with greaves, barbel 
are to be taken, the weather being, in my opinion, just right for evening fishing for 
them,—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Owing to the execution of repairs to one of the locks, the water in the Ancholme 
has been run down very low ; but this seems in no wise to have ruined the sport, 
put rather to have improved it. Two anglers have recently taken 16 pike in one 
day, and two others two each. Bream have been taken in very large numbers. Mr. 
W. Barker, of Calvurn, struck one of those large carp in Crosby Pond with an eel- 
spear last week. It weighed 28lb. None of these monsters are ever taken with rod 
and line. Messrs. Barker and Peace took five brace of trout, and Messrs, Fritton and 
Barker 13 brace in local waters last week —THoMAS ForD. 


Chichester. 

The last week has been too sultry for angling operations, excepting early morning 
and close of day. Fish here seem off feed ; but few good takes have been recorded. 
Bream have been had, 341b. the largest. The Rother, at Selham, is still productive ; 
some-good takes of roach, perch, and dace have been made. The Ouse has yielded 
excellent roach, the largest, taken with red worm, 1lb. 90z, Weather much cooler. 
—G. F. SALTER. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

But few fish have been landed in this district by fair means during the past week. 
The grayling which were rising so well towards the lower end of the river ten days 
or so ago have almost entirely knocked off the feed. The water is low and exces- 
sively clear, and the only chance to get a brace or two of fish is to ply the fly or 
minnow through the twilight, say, from § to 11 o’clock. Some few dishes of decent 
fish have been thus taken with the Golden Dun, General Black, and the Red Cater- 
pillar. -The latter bait is now made with a fiery red gold body, and is found more 
attractive than previously was the case when the fish are not rising.—FosTER BRos., 


Ashbourne. 
Exe (Exeter). 

Bottom-fishing has been a great success both for roach and dace, and numerous 
large catches have been made in the river and canal; at the latter place, at Turf, 
perch have been taken with whitebait and worms. Trout have sported well 
at Black and Grey Gnats, Red Spinner, and Palmers; but the river is very low 
indeed,-and rain badly wanted. Wind now N.W. and cloudy. Last week, I and Mr. 
Nike took seventy-two roach in three hours, some over 1lb.; and at the Turf Hotel 
also, Master Bertie Campfield and another young companion took thirty-five nice 
perch.—J, A, KELLEY. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing. The weather still remains fine, and the fishing good. On Friday, G. 
Ley, fishing off Lees, caught 201b. of bass ; R. Touch, with a party, fishing off Fresh- 
water, caught a large cod, several pounds of whiting pout, and bream. Boating 
parties out daily ; they report the fish plentiful, and biting freely. T. Price, from 
the’ Tunnels rocks, took two lobsters from one hole ; and J. Parker had a crab, weigh- 
ing about 6lb., from the Torrs rocks. Some fine soles have been caught in Mort Bay. 
Weather very fine, and prospects good.—H. CoMER, 

: ' Lake District. 

Fine weather, with great heat, still prevails, and all the trout streams of the dis- 
trict are getting dangerously low ; unless relief comes quickly in the shape of rain 
there-is much unsavoury promise of great destruction. Wherever there is a weir 
trout are lying at its foot in hundreds, and a great many sea-fish are waiting 
to run up,. Upon three occasions during the week, Mr. Cottam had 34 nice 
morts, -Trout-fishing during the day is almost at a standstill, and will so continue, 
unless there be a change in the weather. The Willow Fly and White Gnat are both 
on in abundance; but the only lure of any avail are the large winged flies in the 
evenings, aud with these the best catches are in the dams and logged water. With 
the winged flies the Atkinson Bros. had 20 good trout from Killington Tarn in an 
evening. Great numbers of young fish still continue to show themselves in all the 
Lake District streams, and Iam glad to say that the few cases of disease that have 
shown themselves seem to be isolated and local.—HPHEMERA; 


= : ; Lea (Rye Heuse). 
The water is very bright and the sun very hot. There have been a few fish taken 
a ane Pool, both roach and porch, and some nice eels by Mr. Willmot.—Wum. 
OWELL, 
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Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). zs 


These streams are in good fishing order, and the prospect is very good for fly-fishing, 
especially during the evening ; grayling-fishing began on July 1 in the club waters. 
The flies are the Brown Spinner, Silver Horn, Red Ant, and Moth. The trout keep 
in their holds, but some few fish have been taken with the worm and maggot, the 
latter being the best bait. ‘The private fishery holders prohibit all fishing but fly- 
fishing. Signs that ottersare on the Lugg have been noticed of late below the town. 
—GWYNNE. 

Leicester, 

After the extraordinary hot weather of last week it was indeed a welcome change 
on Wednesday when we experienced a slight fall of rain, followed in the afternoon 
by a very heavy storm of an hour’s duration, which_made the air more clear and 
considerably more pleasant. In the angling line there was nothing remarkable 
during the latter part of last week—at least. that came under my notice—with the 
exception of a take by Mr. T, Ryder, one of the members of the local angling society, 
who, whilst fishing the brook at Aylestone on Thursday week, secured thirty-five 
roach weighing 16lb. The fish were not in the best of condition. With this excep- 
tion, roach-fishing has been very quiet. Some of the lots taken last Thursday 
with paste and wheat showed a-marked improvement to those caught the 
previous week. Monday next is what is known as “ Belgrave Wake Monday,” 
and is usually associated with the beginning of the wheat season for roach. 
In conjunction with the Infirmary sports, the day has become a general 
holiday in the town, and on this occasion there is bound to bea large influx of 
patrons of the waters in this district to their favourite spots. Several fine lots of 
perch have been had from the canal at Aylestone, Messrs, Bird, Bampkin, and 
Ager having the best baskets. There has been but little pike-fishing lately. The 
Leicester Angling Society would do well to keep a strict look-out upon undersized 
fish of the species referred to in the last sentence. They are frequently taken when 
minnow-fishing. Anglers should be compelled to return them to the water when 
under the size stipulated by the society’s rules. The weather of Thursday was much 
cooler. Waters in fair condition.—ALERY. , 


Medway (Tunbridge). 


The river is in first-class condition, as far as the brightness of the water is con- 
cerned; but it is very low, and a good shower would greatly improve matters. 
Roach and bream in good numbers have been caught during the week, and should 
bite well morning and evening. Bread, wheat, and malt is best for roach, and a 
lobworm for the bream.—Yu Mipway WATER Rat. y~ 


Ouse (Brandon, Norfolk). : esy 

This water is five minutes’ walk from the G.E.R. station to the Ram Hotel. I 
have visited it to-day to get a report for the last week. I told you in my last report 
that the weeds had been cut and are gone. Water in good condition, and fish on the 
feed, as will be seen by report. 
roach and perch in three hours. Several other anglers have all done well, average 
91b. and 101b. ina few hours. One roach I saw, which was sent to a Cambridge 
angler as a present, weighed 11b. 9oz., in fine condition. Now as to chub. Auglers 
should come and see them, and grass them if they can. You can see them in the 
water up to 6lb. weight, and plenty of them. After reading Mr. Heath's report 
in your paper last week, I was tempted to take two anglers to try for the 
bream and chub. We found the water in good condition. Just at this place the 
two rivers meet, the Cambs and the Ouse. Permission to fish can be had at the 
Ship Hotel, without any fee. Anglers will find a new landlord there, and a 
splendid angler. We started at 3a.m. to try for bream, and got them up to 3#lb. 
each, At 9 a.m. we fished forroach, and took, on a hot day, about 8lb. up to 12 a.m., 
then we started on for perch (took fifteen of fair size) until the eels began to run; 
we caught eight of them, which stopped fishing for a time. We intended to 
try fér chub, but our tackle was not strong enough. We saw the monsters 
in the water not 20 yards from the hotel, and our train being nearly due, ‘which was 
about half an hour's drive, we had to leave them for another day. The chub caught 
last week was 7lb. 20z., not 7lb. loz. ; there are plenty of them. Anglers, to reach 
this place, must take train to Littleport Station —J. 0, GEORGE, ee 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The river is in the prime of condition, and very good sport has been had with 
roach and bream, Great numbers have been taken during the week. Messrs. F. G, 
Elliott and J. T. Fovyaigne, from London, have been amongst them. On Saturday 
last they landed upwards of 601b., and again on Monday just over 4st. On Wed- 
nesday they succeeded in taking eighteen good roach, averaging about 8oz, each, 
To-day (Thursday) they are out again, and I notice they had about 2st. of bream, 
some four-pounders. One of our local anglers, Mr. Upchurch, has been fairly among 
them, he having landed some good bream, several over 3 and 41b. London anglers 
wishing for good bream-fishing cannot do better than seize the opportunity, for they 
are well on the feed, and the river is well stocked with fish. The waters are strictly 
preserved, and anyone fishing is expected to subscribe towards the expenses— 


H. Rout. 
Oulton Broad (Lowestoft). 


The angling is already of an encouraging character, and the reports from Mr, 
George Mason, of the Wherry Hotel, are sufficiently tempting to attract a visit 
from the London anglers. As regards the perch, for which this broad is famous, 
the boats have been bringing inabout forty fish in the day. and the captures are 
increasing in number. The loungers who are about in small boats, fishing for 
a few hours at a time, have been bringing in something like two hundred in tha 
day, but nothing very remarkable in size. In reference to the roach, there is a well- 
known swim opposite the Malt House. The results have been very prolific, and 
many of the fish, which are all perfectly clean and in beautiful condition, areabout 
llb. each, In referring to the bream, Mr. Mason says during the thirteen years he 
has been at the Wherry Hotel there have not been so many in the broad and dyke as 
there are now, but they are not yet on the feed. This statement is also confirmed 
by the experience and memory of the bailiffs.. Jack are plentiful, and altogether a 
prosperous season is anticipated.—B. 


Severn (Gloucester). 

This river is now in first-class condition, and some good sport will be had if the 
anglers will look well after the holes and swims to keep them well baited, as keeping 
the fish together is the great secret of bottom-fishing. Gentles is the best bait for 
the next few days. All the trout streams are still very low and fine, and the fish 
have been well on the small brandling worms, Mr. Richings, seven and a half 
brace and a 2}1b. tench ; Mr. Watts, four brace ; Mr. J. Mills, two and a half brace ; 
Mr. H. Moreland, three brace ; a gentleman and his son, eight anda half brace, taken 
with the Blue Dun and Marlow Buzz. I hear Mr. T. Morris has been well on the 
trout again ; Mr. J. Wood, one brace, 171b., and 71b. of roach and dace. Some good 
takes of roach have been taken from the Berkeley Canal with King’s Natural Bait. 
The bream are just coming on. The chub have been tried with the fly in the same 
waters, but only a few stray ones have been had. Our local club will have their 
first trip this season up the Severn shortly.—SINGLE Harr, F 


Trent (Nottingham). 


The river in this district remains very low and clear, and a heavy downpour of 
rain would be warmly appreciated, The barbel swims can now be fished with com- 
fort, and in the early part of the week nine good fish were caught with the worm 
by Mr. T. Wood and friends in the “channel” below King’s Mills weirs. Two baskets 
of barbel were got on the same day at Shardlow, and more were forthcoming on 
Tuesday. There is nothing doing amongst the salmon, and this branch of the sport 
will remain inactive pending the advent of rain. The wielders of the fly-rod have 
again been busy at Wilford, and in the evening excellent sport has been got on the 
shallows with Myr. BE. Shrubsole’s well-knowy killer, the Coachman, dressed ona 
very small hook, Two da¢e weighed-in at one of the local clubs turned the sdale at 


Two Thetford anglers caught 411b. weight of fine~ 
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220z., the heavier weighing 120z... Mr. Guttridge, at the Alexandra, has weighed-in 
a trout of 1lb. 8}0z. Hels continue to show good sport to those who are fond of 
“ledgering.” Roach and dace seem to prefer the maggot to any other kind of bait, 
although during the week the takes do not appear to have run very large.—THE MAN 
AT THE CLUBS, t 
are ' Teme (Tenbury). 

The water is in fine fishing order, but low. —WoRcESTER. 

iss A Teme (Ludlow). 

The Teme and all its tributaries still keep in good order for fishing, remaining 
clear but low. The weather has:been warm, and the fish have been sporting well at 
the fly, of which there has been a good rise. The best killing flies are the Red 
Spinner, Light or Sky-blue Governor, Orle, and Coachman, Some nice lots of trout 
have been taken’ from the Corye, Ony, and Clun this week with the fly.—S. 
LUDLOW, © 

, ~Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 

The river is unusually low and clear at present, and fish are very hard to get at; 
but still,a few good fish are taken all the time. A lot of members of the Liverpool 
Association were here on Thursday, and some of them had very fair sport, The 
fishing will be poor until we get rain —BORDERER. 

MY ery ~~ . Whitadder (Ellemford). 

The weather during the last week has been very hot, with a scorching sun. Little 
has been done during the day, except a few dozens killed by skilled anglers. Between 
the hours of five and seven in the morning some good baskets have been made. One 
person. killed ten pounds this morning before breakfast time, with the worm, which 
is the principal bait at present. Rain is much wanted ; and as the barometer is 
falling daily, a flood may soon be expected. The weights then to be taken will be 
counted by hundredweights, and not by pounds. Trout are counted here by the 
dozen, not by the brace.—R. J. FENTON, 

Pdi net Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Very little doing except: from 9 o’clock in the evening until quite dark, The 
Bustard has killed a few fish ; but this lure is not used so generally in this country 
as in the Eden district. In the reservoirs at Fewston and Swinstay one or two Leeds 
anglers have been doing pretty well with maggot for bait. J. Duce had a nice dish 
of fifteen good fish one day last week. Hels are beginning to take a ledger bait 
nicely in the evening, I can assure those who are unaware of the flavour of a 
Wharfe eel that it is a dish “ fit to place before a king.” Friends, please note: eels 
are the only fish that I never give away; indeed, I prefer them to salmon,—F'RANCIS 
M.- WALBRAN, 


1 - 


Wye and Derwent. 

There is very little doing on these rivers, only the last thing at night. Whirling, 
Yellow Duns, and Dotterel flies are best killers. Rain wanted very badly—in fact, 
we shall have no really good fishing until we have some rain, Weather excessively 


hot.—Gno. Jas, EATON. 
sin wee Yare CNorwich). 

From all stations good reports are to hand. Roach are now well on feed, and 
those who try their luck at the present time should be right. I have heard of catches 
of from two to five stone, but the latter weight requires verifying, and I for one do 
not yet believe that five stone of roach have been taken in one day on our river. 
Itis no unusual thing in August and September, but in July doubts surround these 
reports without one personally witnesses the weighing-in. On the Bure, Host 
Whittaker informs me that about two stone a boat has been the average during the 
past fortnight, and that much better sport may be looked for, as every reach is full 
of fish, and morning and evening the surface of the river is alive with fish rising. 
Tintend to try a fly with these rudd and roach, and will report the result, Prospects 
good.—Ropert Mout, 


ii | 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


Bun RANNOocH HotH, WAtTER.—During the last few days good sport has been 
enjoyed by parties from this hotel. Among other takes the following may be 
mentioned—viz., June 30th, Mr. J. H. Ferguson, of London, thirty-five trout, 
weighing 941b.—one of Mr. Ferguson’s fish weighed 21b. loz. ; Mr. Robert Wight, of 
‘Leith, nineteen trout, 5lb.; Messrs. G. Bushby and W. Holland Owen, of Liverpool, 
forty-two trout, 13}1b. July 1st, Mr. J. Allen, of Kendal, eighteen trout—one of Mr, 
Allen’s fish weighed 2lb.; Mr. Ferguson, thirty-six trout, 91b.; Mr. Wight, thirty-nine 
trout, 921b.; Messrs. G. Bushby and W. Holland Owen, forty-two trout, 9f1b. July 2nd, 
Mr. Allen, twenty-four trout ; Mr. Ferguson, thirty-nine trout; Mx. Wight, thirty- 
six trout ; Messrs. G. Bushby and W. Holland Owen, sixty-five trout. Fly-fishing 
is now very good, and this is the best time for trolling for ferow. 

Loca AwE.—Gentlemen out from the Taycreggan Hotel last week have had good 
baskets of the ordinary Loch Awe trout, in addition to the undernoted heavier fish : 
—On Monday, Mr. Horrocks, salmon, of 16lb, Tuesday, Mr. Horrocks, one of the 
large brown troutof Loch Awe, 7lb. Wednesday, Mr. Barker Duncan, large brown 
trout, 74lb, Thursday, Mr. Barker Duncan, Salmo ferox, 61b.; Mr. Horrocks, 
ferow of 641b. Saturday, Mr. Culpeper, with fly, a salmon of 13lb——A. Munro, 


ay IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LOUGH MzLVIN (Co. DoNEGAL),—The weather did not improve much 
during the past week, but the-river isnow full of salmon and grilse, and more 
coming in at-every tide. The river has fallen 9in., and is now in first-class order. 
Sport was much better last week than was expected. There were five salmon and 
forty-nine grilse taken by the seven anglers on the Erne in the week. Sport with 
grilse and trout on Lough Melvin still continues good, and a lot were taken in the 
past ten days,—M. RoGAN, JUN., Ballyshannon, July 7th. 

GALWAY. SALMON FIsHERY (West or IRELAND).—The fishing continued very 
good last week, but the river had begun to run somewhat low, and anglers are 
hoping for rain. The following are the numbers killed, viz. :—Mr, Townsend, 23 ; 
Col. Trench, 11 ; Mr, Lyster, 15; Capt. Law, 5 ; Sir H. Boynton, 19; Major Trench, 
37; Mr. Cohen, 34;° General de. Montmorency, 17 ; making a total of 161 fish, 
weighing 881]b. Lough Corrib, from whence the river flows, is also full of salmon, 
—SENTRY, © 

“Moy Anp LAKES (BALLINA).—Since last report, we haye had very warm 
weather—bright sunshine all day, and very little wind; consequently, anglers had 
to get up-at early morning, and stick to the tumbling streams to kill fish. Those 
who did so were rewarded with two, three, and four fish a day between morning and 
evening. The- weather is now cloudy, with occasional showers of rain, but not 
enough to raise the water, which would improve the angling very much, River 
full of fish F RANK HEARNS, Ballina, Co. Mayo. 








bares RICHARDSON'S TENSION RELIEVER. 
Mr. RicHarpson, fishing-tackle maker, who is to be found at the sign of Ye 
Plucky Perch, Finsbury-payement, London, sends us an ingenious little instru- 
ment designed to relieve the tension on a line when playing a heavy fish. It is 
a little German silver cylinder containing a spring. You fasten it on your pike 
‘or perch line between the line and the gut, and above the float ; then you set it 
by extending the spring and placing a little lever catch in place. You thus get a 
tight line to strike on, while the action of striking releases the spring. ‘The 
chief advantage of this little invention comes into play when you are using a 
stiff pike or bottom rod ; it acts like the pliant fly-top which gives to the rushes 
‘of the fish. It will also be useful when hand-line fishing for sea fish. It is 
extremely simple, cannot get out of order, and the price being only one shilling, 


‘it is sure to have a good sale, 








SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR CLUB AND RIVER REPORTERS, 


WE must request our Club and River Reporters kindly to make their 
reports as short as possible, and not to mention trivial matters‘and 
unimportant catches, as they crowd out matter of general interest to 
all our readers, whereas a local report is only locally interesting. The 
Piscatorial Society has adopted the excellent rule of only sending 
reports on occasions of importance, such as annual dinners, &c:; ‘ 


CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as carly.as possible, They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked Cu0UB REPORT outside envelope. | ; 6G? 











ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, bees wa 

The monthly committee meeting was held as usual at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerken= 
well-road, on Monday evening, July 5, Mr. P. Geen, president, in the chair, ~The 
minutes of the previous monthly committee were read and passed. Mr.-Thorling 
(district officer) suggested the revising of the Visiting List. The general opinion. was 
to adopt his suggestion ; but it was pointed out thatso many of the old clubs were 
coming back to us and new ones continually being enrolled that it would be ad- 
visable to wait another fortnight, in order to have the new List as correct as possible, 
Information had been sent up of the intention to draw the water down in the river 
Wey, and the secretary was empowered to employ sufficient assistance to thoroughly 
protect the water. The secretary of the Reform A.S. had communicated. with Mr. 
Ghurney, asking if one of his members who had taken his ticket from the Central 
Association could transfer his ticket to us and receive one from the Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation, and it was therefore resolved: “ That any member of a duly enrolled angling 
society (which has paid an enrolment fee to one or other of the Associations) hold- 
ing a Central Association privilege ticket, and being desirous of joining the Anglers’ 
Association, may, through the secretary of his society, on payment. of-one 


shilling, and giving up such ticket to our -secretary for surrender, 
receive the privilege-ticket- of this Association”; carried. A  sub-com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Beckett, Murphy, and Manning, | was .ap- 


pointed to deal with suggestions made to us by the Lea Conservancy, Some impozt= 
ant alterations may shortly be expected as to the close season inthe 
Lea, also as to the sizes of some kinds of fish allowed to be taken. 
The secretary, in answer to a question, stated that the applications: for 
privilege tickets still continued to flow in, three hundred more having been issued 
since our last meeting a fortnight ago. We have now disposed of 2,351, a totally 
unprecedented number in the annals of any association for so early in the season. 
The committee have much pleasure in stating that the Great Hastern Railway, with 
their usual liberality, have, on the application of Mr. Ghurney, granted the issue:of 
privilege tickets from Ponder’s End. ‘This will be of great service to. theclubs in 
that neighbourhood, of which there are now three orfour. A vote of thanks to the 
chairman brought the meeting to a close at 10.40.—H. J. TIBBATTS. eae 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

July 4th, Mr. Farebrother weighed in some roach, which saved us from:a blank, 
The water having been drawn off between Burnt Mill and Roydon, the. roaming 
match which was to have been fished there on the 18th of July will be carried out 
from Burnt Mill to Harlow instead. Those members who have won prizes will.be 
allowed to fish for the remainder in the next match. It is proposed that.we shal] 
pay a visit to Mr. Coomes, the Five Horseshoes, Hoddesdon, on the Ist of August, 
Any member wishing to join us on that day will please give notice as early as pos- 
sible. This is not aclub affair, and any friends can go down with us, The ladies 
will accompany us on this occasion.—J. WORLEDGE. ima 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The smoking concert held at the club-house of the above society on the 2nd inst. 
was not the success anticipated, the fine weather no doubt keeping many away, 
There were many letters of apology for non-attendance ; but the most substantial 
was that of Mr. Longley, of the Castle Piscatorials, who telegraphed his regret.at 
being an absentee, requesting the Friars to place his name on the list for _halfa 
guinea, An old comrade, Mr, EH, Green, was duly ballotted a member, and his elec- 
tion gave much satisfaction. The prize-list, which will be published shortly, was 
greatly augmented, and should excite some spirited competition. The Friars have 
not as yet recorded any large catches, with the exception of Mr. Harry Dunn‘s 
success ; however, on the 11th inst, they wet their linesin earnest. Piscators please 
note that the Olde Blacke Friars meet every Friday evening at 8.30 at the Peabody 
Arms, Broadwall, Stamford-street, Blackfriars, S.H., and extend a hearty welcomes 
to all brothers of the rod, without distinction.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. ; 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 4 

Business was brisk on Friday. Another gentleman was proposed—namely, Mr. 
Brown, of Stamford-street, Blackfriars, a good fisherman. Where have the fish all 
gone? No one seemed to have many on the 4th inst., as in our match there was not 
too much fish, but just fish enough, to win the four prizes offered. I have beet 
throwing ground-bait out for a few weeks past, so hope thereby to bring a few clubs 
round to our swim on Friday, July 9th, to our Anglers’ Benevolent Fund concert: 
Everything will be done by our host and brother, G. Williams, to make everyone 
comfortable, and don’t forget the address—Brunswick Arms, Brunswick-street, 
Blackfriars.—_STEWART BRYAN. a te 

THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly delegate meeting was held on Friday week last, Mr. J. C. Murray 
(president) in the chair; Mr. C. A. Medcalf (Chairman of the late East Central 
Association) occupying his accustomed seat as vice-president. A large amount.of 
practical business was transacted. The secretary said he was glad to be able ‘to 
report the Association as still progressing, in spite of all obstruction, and clubs were 
not only applying for privilege cards, but paying for them at the same time... It 
having come to the knowledge of the Association that a part of the water rented 
jointly under the agreement made with the Grand Junction Canal Company, by the 
old Fisheries Society, was to be drawn off in the neighbourhood: of 
Rickmansworth, on the night of Whit-Sunday last, a number of dele- 
gates volunteered their services to prevent the destruction of fish, which, 
unless looked after, it was known was certain to arise. Mr. Hatfield 
was, therefore, desired by the Association to make the needful arrangements,and 
went accordingly on that day, procured the services of two policemen, and:did-all 
that was necessary, pending the arrival of the delegates by the earliest train out from 
Euston on Monday morning. - Every provision in the way of nets, cans, &., had been 
made, the expenses being defrayed solely by the Central Associaticz, A st=s 
number of loafers and parties of the poaching type were ready with their imple- 
ments ; but their intention to deplete the water was effectually frustrated. | The 
delegates assisting were (in addition to Messrs. Hatfield and Fitch) Mr. Fare- 


brother (Amicable Brothers), Mr, Boxall (Camden), Messrs.: G. Parker 
and J. Hewitt (Great Northern Brothers), Mr. Granfield (Cavendish), 


and Mr. Johnson (Star), all of whom worked energetically. The first water drawn 
was from Springwell to Mr. Hunt's ; afterwards that from Mr. Hunt’s to Batch- 
worth Bridge. Through the efforts of the delegates named, the Association succeeded 
in saving a vast quantity of chub, pike, perch, roach, &c., and also some dozen and a 
half of very excellent trout. ‘The authorities of the Canal Company, especially. Mr. 
Thomas and Mr. Walker, afforded the Association every facility, and its thanks‘are 
due to those gentlemen for their welcome aid, as was warmly expressed by the meeting. 
The Central Association has thus rendered another important service to anglers, for, 
apart from paying its full share of the rental of this water, its membersinvariablyadvo- 
cate the preservation of fish, under these or similar circumstances, wherever they may 
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_ HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. ~ 

The first prize outing of the season took place on July 4th for seven valuable 
prizes, the locality being Burnt Mill on the river Stort, members to be allowed to 
roam either way to Roydon or Harlow, to start from London by first train on the 
Cambridge line, fish to be counted at the Greyhound, Burnt Mill, at 7.30 p.m., and 
to be weighed in celub-room at 9.30. Twenty-six members were in the competition, 
the winners being as follows :—Mr. A. Dean, Ist; Mr. T. Haycox, 2nd; Mr. F. 
Moore, 3rd; Mr. W. Pledger, 4th ; Mr. R. Ball, 5th. For the 6th and 7th there was 
a dead-heat with Mr. W. Cooper, Mr. E. Harris, and Mr. W. Law. Mr. A. Pollard, 
who was not in the competition, had close on 121b. of good roach from the Lea. On 
July 11th the following gentlemen will give prizes to be fished for by members from 
any water, to sign at the club-house after 10 o'clock on Saturday night, and to weigh 
fich in the club-room not later than 9.30 p.m. :—Messrs. S. Mead, G. Wood, R. Wells, 
A. Brockett, and A. Pollard. Jack do not weigh in this club till Ist August. Mr. 
S. Mead, with his usual liberality, presented £1 1s. to the Benevolent Fund of the 
Hoxton Brothers, and Mr. F. Green 5s., and 8s, 6d. was collected in a “ whip” round. 
—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 7 

We had a little better spread of fish on the boards on the evening of 4th July. 
Mr. Braham had 1lb. 530z. roach ; Mr. Jones, 10402. perch ; Mr. Glover, 3lb. 6%0z. 
roach; Mr. Saalfield, 2lb. 740z. roach and 1240z. perch ; Mr. W. Fish, 11b. 5402. 
roach and 3lb. 14oz. two very nice tench.—C. J, MILLIE. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 4th only a few of our members were out, the following weighing-in :— 
Messrs. G. Geale, roach and barbel; F. Page, roach and dace ; G. Pyne, roach, dace, 
and perch; R. Clark, dace. Messrs. Page and Emmings were elected as auditors for 
the past quarter.—R. CLARK, sec. 


: j NORWICH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The above society held their first match at Horning Ferry, and the result was a 
catch of over 17 stone in the aggregate. First, Mr. Corbyn, 13lb. 320z. ; 2nd, Mr. 
Mobbs, 121b. 740z. ; 3rd, Mr. Cubitt, 12lb, 3$0z. ; 4th, Mr. Waythe, 111b. 130z. ; 5th, 
Mr. Loveday, 111b. 10}0z. ; 6th, Mr. O. B. Wilson, 11lb. 100z. ; 7th, Mr, F. Chapman, 
11lb. 740z.; and 8th, Mr. Sims, 101b. 1202. 


NEW ALBION PISCATORIALS. 

The members of this society competed for prizes on the 8th inst. for the first time 
this season, with the following result: 1, Mr. Grimmett, roach, 191b, 50z.; 2, Mr. 
Balwin, roach, 6lb. 100z. ; 3, Mr. Balch, dace, 1b. 130z. ; Mr. Mark, dace ; Mr. Gilbert, 
bream, 7lb.80z. All these fish were weighed by Mr. W. Page, P.B.—PIXIE. 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

We had a very good show of fish on the 4th inst., Mr. Grindley having one jack, 
41b. 14oz., and a few bream, from the Welsh Harp; Messrs. Ward and J. H. Brown, 
perch and dace ; Mr. Culpitt, chub ; Mr. Underwood (hon. member), trout, perch, 
and chub from the Thames; Mr. Aldis, perch and one jack from Elstree. For the 
information of those fishing Elstree on the 4th inst., this fish went lin. over the 
measurement when weighed-in.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. - 

The members of the above club will fish an open match on July 18th, for a series 

of seven prizes. One of our members, W. Gardham, won the fourth prize in the 

South London competition at Yalding on the 4th inst. Members are requested to 
attend on Tuesday next.—GADFLY. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 4th inst. several members visited Yalding, but only Mr. Clarke managed 
to get any fish from there. Mr. R. Chantry visited the Thames, and succeeded in 
getting about 161b. of nice roach, dace, and gudgeon; Mr. C. A. Pocock had barbel 
and roach; Mr. R; Smith, dace ; Mr. Wigley, dace; and Mr. J. Davis had barbel, 
roach, and dace, but arrived too late to weigh-in. Members’ attention is particularly 
called to that portion of our rules where it states “No fish weighed after 10.45 on 
Sunday evenings.” At the meeting held on the 7th Mr. W. Vidler was proposed a3 a 
member of this society.—PIXI5. 


RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 7th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C. The following members weighed-in on the 4th inst. :—Mr. 
Rt. Sharpless, perch: Mr. Rd. Sharpless, roach ; Mr. Piggott, gudgeon. The next 
return visit of the No. 2 Eastern District comes to this society. It will take place at 
our club-house on Wednesday, July 27th, when we hope to have the company of a good 
muster of anglers.—C. PIGGoTT, sec. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The clubs on this List fished their first pegged-down match of the season at Yalding 
on the 4th inst., when 85 anglers out of 102 who had paid their entrance-fee turned 
up to fish for the prizes ; but owing to the hot weather the fish were off feed, seven 
gentlemen only taking fish. The last return visit on this List took place at the 
Battersea Friendly, when a very fair muster of anglers attended, ten clubs on 
the List being present, and three others—namely, the Hammersmith United (which 
was represented by the worthy president of the Anglers’ Association), Putney United, 
and Clapham Junction Angling Society. The next return visit will go to the Grange 
Angling Society, Earl of Derby, Grange-road, Bermondsey, when I hope to have the 
pleasure of seeing the whole of the clubs on the list represented, as this young 
society has never had a visit before, they having visited well this last eight months, 
and I am sure all anglers and friends who can possibly attend will receive a very 
hearty welcome. The visit will take place on July 20th.—J. Court, hon. sec. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several of our members fished at Yalding on the 4th inst. with the clubs on the 
South London Visiting List, and I am pleased to say that Mr. F. Watts took second 
prize. Other members took Saturday night for it; but returned with a blank, 
Hope to have a better report next week.—H. TYLER. 


WATFORD PISCATORIALS. 

AsI anticipated when I sent my last report, the warmer weather has brought 
some of the fish on, although, of course, it is but little use fishing in the middle of 
the day. Two or three of our members have been out. One of them has had a good 
time with the roach; fishing for an hour or two early in the morning and late in 
the evening, he has taken, on four days, nineteen fish, scaling 191lb. 320z., three of 
the fish going over 1}lb. apiece. Tsaw the same member last night, and he then had 
ten more fish, that I should think would go 10lb. Another piscator had two fine 
dace, 11}0z. and 10joz. It is worthy of remark that no fish under 3lb. have been 
caught.—CRAYFISH. 


happen to arise. Mr. Hatfield, Mr. Fitch, and others having given their experience of 
the work at Rickmansworth, and that subject being disposed of, Mr. Wade asked if 
there really was any River Lea Preservation Society in existence ? Tf there was, it 
would be as well to let the Association know it. The question was ably discussed 
by Mr. George Watling and others ; but no one was able to answer Mr. Wade’s 
question in the affirmative. Mr. Crumplen said as they were on the topic of river 
preservation, he might take that opportunity of denying, in the most emphatic 
manner possible, the statement imputed to him by the Anglers’ Association, that he 
thought the Central Association ought not to subscribe to Preservation Societies. This 
was a gross blunder on their part, to say the least. His sole argument was not that 
Associations should give less, but clubs more, and this had been adroitly twisted into 
an expression of opinion that associations should give nothing at all. These frequent 
perversions of what he said or did were pardonable, for although no doubt in some 
cases they were solely fostered by a desire to injure the Central Association because 
he was one of its supporters, they certainly, on the whole, arose from that excusable 
ignorance and the arrogance which accompanied it, unfortunately too characteristic 
of many members of the Anglers’ Association. With illiterate people of this class 
discussion was but waste of time, which could be better spent on worthier objects. 
He could but repeat that nearly the whole of the so-called answer to his statements 
to the Gresham Angling Society was a pure misrepresentation, and the most 
salient points being unanswerable had, of course, been quietly omitted. 
He was, and always had been, a warm advocate of preservation societies, for he be- 
lieved if all our rivers were properly looked after there would be no need to rent 
worthless waters, which would only entail cost upon working anglers, with exces- 
sive salaries to officials in days to come. The annual audit of accounts was fixed 
for Thursday next. Mr. Smith (Little Independent) and other delegates warmly 
expressed their approval of the work being done by the Association. A number of 
handbills, supplied by the Brighton Railway Company, relative to the fares and 
places on their line where some good free fishing is to be had, were distributed, after 
which sundry business was transacted, the proceedings terminating in the usual 
manner. J. cA. ELTCH, sec, 

Mr. F. GC. Hatfield has been elected on the committee of the Thames Angling Pre- 
servation Society as the representative of this association by virtue of the payment 
of an annual subscription of ten guineas. This election was made out of a selection 
of three names sent by the association. 

CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4th inst. seventeen of our members met at Roydon station to compete for 
five prizes. The water was very low and still, owing to the upper portion of the 
river being drawn down. The takes were, in consequence, very small.—Cas, 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The forty-fourth regular meeting of the club was held on Monday, July 5th. 
There were present Messrs. Millbourn, G. R. Reeves, G. Reeves, F. HE. Longley, 
Mayman, Bond, Hodgkinson, Lazarus, W. Allard, Fernandez, and others. Mr. Mill- 
pourn in the chair. The minutes were read and confirmed. Mr. P. Bates was 
proposed and seconded for membership. The hon. secretary announced the following 
takes :—Mr. Roebuck, nine tench, weighing 131lb. lloz., the largest being 21b. 9oz. ; 
Mr. G. Reeves, one tench, 2lb. 20z.—F’, E. LONGLEY, hon. sec. 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. W. H. Thomas in the 
chair. Previous minutes were signed, and business generally transacted, including 
the nomination of three new members. Mr. 5. Hollingberry had a handsome trout 
of 2lb. from our Sewardstone waters. Mr. H. A. Beck, chub and dace from same 
water, using a small brown Palmer dry, also a Zulu fly. Mr. W. H. Thomas had 
some fine dace from Day’s water with a fly, and Mr. Geo. Colls and Mr. Parrott 91b. 
of roach and dacefrom the Thames. I hope members and friends will muster strongly 
on Wednesday next to meet our visitors from the North-Eastern No.1 Division. Hach 
club enrolled thereunder will, I hope, show up well on that night. We shall have 
a grand show of specimen fish, and an exceptionally good musical entertainment.— 
Henry Howsg, hon. sec. 

CROWN PERSEVERANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A great many of our members were outon June 4 at different places. Out of our 
number, eight of them fished in the South London match at Yalding. One of our 
members, Mr. H. Palmer, had the pleasure of capturing the first prize with one fish, 
weighing 2lb. 4oz, I heard several remarks made about the second prize taker scaling 
fish under size, for which in some matches he would be disqualified.—G, H. R. 


CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

We had a fair show of roach, bream, perch, and dace on the 4th inst., taken by 
Messrs. Walter, Norris, H. Long, Colwell, Penn, Chapman, W. Long, Xe. Messrs. 
Franklin, Wallington, Gowans, and Jones had fish, but did not get home in time for 
weighing, Our annual dinner will take place at Mr, Thomas Coombe’s, Five Horse 
Shoes, Hoddesdon, Herts (ten minutes’ walk from Rye House Station), on July 18 ; 
all members who intend to be present at the dinner are requested to send in their 
names to the secretary by Wednesday next, the 14th inst. at the latest—W. H. 
BURWASH, sec. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

Our show of fish on the 4th was rather poor. Mr. Curson weighed-in bream, dace, 
and roach, and Mr. Garrett, roach, from the Thames. Both these gentlemen also 
had some very nice eels. Mr. Black, roach, daca, and gudgeon from the Stort. 
This member reports that, on the drawing down of the water in the neighbourhood 
of Burnt Mills last week, the natives were very busy with the nets, and that they 
obtained any quantity of fish. It seems a great pity that a society cannot be 
formed to preserve this very pretty and prolific little river. We fish at the Welsh 
Harp on July 17th, for the prize presented by Mr. Warner.—J ACKO. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The first contest of the season took place at Fritton on Tuesday, June 29th. 
There were sixteen competitors for seven prizes, all being won. At the meeting on 
Tuesday evening, July 6th, a letter was read from Mr. P. L. Bailey resigning the 
secretaryship owing to the pressure of business. A vote of thanks was proposed to 
him for his services. Mr. Thirtle was unanimously elected secretary. The next 
competition will take place on Thursday, July 22nd. A special meeting of com- 
petitors will be summoned to make arrangements. The next business meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, July 20th.—J. H. PRETTY, chairman. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr, Ohlson in the chair. 
Among those present were Capt. Alfred, Messrs. Young, Bentley, Beevor, Parker, 
and several visitors. The minutes of the last meeting having been read and con- 
firmed, and there being no further business to transact, a discussion on fly-fishing 
was opened by the chairman, who exhibited two casts with which he had recently 
taken 45]b. of trout ; the casts were much admired. Mr. Young having spoken on 
the subject of the society’s water, the meeting was brought toa close with the 
usual vote of thanks to the chairman.—H. 

GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A complimentary visit was paid to this society by the Great Northern Brothers 
on Wednesday, June 30th, and Iam pleased to report it asa great success. There 
were also several members from various other angling societies—viz., the Odds and 
Evens, Amicable, Waltonians, and the Highbury. The chair was ably filled by Mr. 
W. Brown, faced by Mr. F. Lawrence. ‘These two gentlemen having opened the 
harmony, Mr. Fitch (secretary of the G.N.B.) presented us with one guinea from 
their fund for a prize, also Mr. Scott (a member of the G.N.B.) 5s., after which har- 
mony prevailed until 12.15, terminating a very enjoyable evening. On the 27th of 
June, our trays were again well filled with roach, dace, bream, and perch by Messrs. 
C. Stebbings, F. Lawrence, G. Brown, G. Caborn, 8. Howell, 8, Snow, H. Lake, and 
H. Jeffries, the last named having an excellent bream scaling close on 4lb. On the 
4th inst., roach, dace, bream, and barbel by Messrs. J, J, Holmes, H, Jeffries, H. 
Lake, §. Snow, and F. Lawrence.—J. J, HOLMES, sec. a 





WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members turned up in pretty good force on Thursday, some of them having 
been out trying the Thames, but with little success. We had two new members 
proposed, Mr. Philips and Mr. Jones. Mr. C. Compton was elected chairman, in 
place of Mr. Randall. A good many were out on J uly 4th, but catches were very 
small. Brother anglers made welcome any Thursday night.—J. Russ, sec. 


WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above elub occurred as usual on the 8th inst., 
Mr. Stock in the chair, Mr. Aldridge in the vice-chair. There was a capital show 
of roach, dace, and bream from the Thames. Two members were proposed last week, 
and balloted for this, and unanimously elected.—B. 

WALTONIANS. 

On June 27th, Mr. Jeffries, roach, Xc., dlb.; Mr. Clarkson, trout, 11b. 13}0z. ; Mr, 
Snewin, roach, 3lb. 100z.; Mr. Morris, roach, 4lb. 14oz,; Mr. T. Watkins, roach, 
7b. 740z., do. dace, 41b, 8502. July 4, Mr. T. Snewin, perch, 4lb. 8}oz, July 7th, 
Mr. Jukes, roach, 16]b. 9302., 2 tench of 2lb. 20z., and perch, 14oz. 


| 
) 
| 
; 


Juty 10, 1886. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


27 





MEETING OF ANGLERS IN BRISTOL.—PROPOSED PRESER- 
VATION OF THE AVON. 


Last Wednesday night a meeting of the anglers of Bristol, Clifton, and St. 
George’s, Kingswood, and the district, was held at the Drawbridge Hotel, in 
order to take into consideration the conservation of the Avon. Mr. E. B. 
Villiers presided, and there was a large attendance, among whom were Messrs. 
F. Barham, T. Davey, H. Ridler, E. B. Harding, S. Herbert, L. Wride (secre- 
tary), J. Hadden (chairman), and H. Inch (vice-chairman), Golden Carp 
Angling Association ; J. W. Cundall, secretary Bristol City Angling Associa- 
tion; J. A. Jones, chairman of the Spotted Trout, and R. Hill, secretary. The 
chairman said the meeting was called for a friendly discussion as to how they 
could best preserve the fishing of the river Avon between Bristol and Bath. The 
Avon was capable of being made one of the best coarse-fishing rivers in 
England ; but there were circumstances against that, and one was illegal fishing. 
They wanted to improve the fishing for those anglers who went out with a love 
of sport and desired to fish legally, and to prevent those whom he might call the 
sneaking few who destroyed the sport of the many. The conservators had passed 
by-laws, and they had power to prevent illegal fishing. Mr. Foster Barham, 
secretary to the conservators of the Avon, Brue, and Parrott, referred to the 
Acts which regulated fishing, and he said what they should do in that neigh- 
bourhood was to find water-bailiffs to watch between point and point, and the 
conservators would be very pleased to arm those water-bailiffs with the powers 
of bailiffs to the conservators, and those powers were very considerable. Mr. 
Davey, representing the Avon Angling Association, said there would be a dis- 
tinct advantage in getting water-bailiffs appointed, and they had their keeper 
appointed a bailiff. Mr. J. Hadden (chairman of the Golden Carp Association) 
said that association would subscribe towards the payment of bailiffs. Mr. T. 
Varcoe moved that if the Acts permitted the conservators be requested to enforce 
a license not exceeding 1s. 6d. for coarse fish. Mr. T. King seconded the reso- 
lution. After considerable discussion it was carried almost unanimously. The 
Chairman explained that the resolution would come before the conservators in 
September. It was next decided, in order to preserve the fishing for this 
season, that a committee be appointed to receive subscriptions and recommend 
water-bailiffs. In the course of the meeting it was stated there are upwards of 
900 anglers in Bristol. 








THE HATCHING SEASON AT LINLITHGOW FISH HATCHERY 


Av this establishment of Messrs. Anderson and Sons, fish merchants, Edinburgh, 
hatching operations this season have been yery successful. There are two 
buildings in which hatching operations are carried on, and in the larger of the 
two rooms there are three rows of fireclay boxes containing eggs, and into the 
boxes there is a continuous flow of fresh water. In this compartment there are 
40,000 common trout eggs. The most of these eggs have been already hatched 
out, while others are in process of hatching. In the same building there are 
twenty-four boxes containing about 100,000 salmon eggs. These were hatched 
on 28th December last, and are so far advanced that the fish can be observed 
‘quite distinctly moving inside the egg. The eggs were forwarded from the Tay 
to Linlithgow, and are being hatched partly for the Tyne in Haddingtonshire, 
and partly for the Thames, London. The most of the common trout eggs were 
hatched from 7th November to 20th December. The first-spawned are now 
hatching ont, and look perfectly healthy and lively ; others s@ eager to have an 

- outside view that they are just on the eve of bursting their encasement. In the 
second hatching-house there are twenty-three boxes, containing 64,000 Loch 
Leven trout. These were spawned on 30th November last, and are just in 
process of hatching out, and in this respect rapid progress is being made as the 
water becomes warmer. In the foreground of the hatchery are situated four 
hatching-ponds, and in the largest of these there are 250 trout of various sizes 
and weights. In another pond there are something like 600 two-year-olds, and 
a third pond contains 10,000 yearling trout ; while in the fourth pond there are 
located 120 perch and roach. The ponds, as might be expected, are full of 
animation, and the fish look vigorous and healthy. At the present time, and for 
the next month or so thehatchery at Linlithgow iswell worthy of a visit. 





ELLIOTT BROTHERS’ ANNUAL DINNER. 


On the 3rd inst. the employés of the above well-known firm, to the number of 
about 90, partook of their 25th annual dinner at the Crown, Windsor. Mr. W. Keiser 
presided, assisted by Mr. E. Collins. Parties were after dinner made up to visit the 
yarious places of interest, some going by carriages, some walking ; others formed 
boating parties to visit Surly Hall and Monkey Island. After seeing several parties 
off, I crossed the bridge and visited Messrs. Bambridge, and examined the piscatorial 
trophies that decorate a portion of the establishment ; from here I crossed the Brocas 
and along the lane up to Boveney, and from there to Surly Hall, near to which was 
a spot out of which a gentleman had managed to get about 301b. of barbel 
in the morning. Here I unpacked and sat down to await the arrival of some 
of my friends coming up the river, and also trying to make the acquaint- 
ance of a barbel coming out of the river, for about four hours 
Neither friends nor barbel made their appearance, so I packed up and 
returned to Windsor, only to learn that the boating party had only roached Athens, 
Here, seeing some bathing going on, several of my friends resolved to do likewise, 
and were soon in the water. One of them, Mr. G. Parsons, age 30, cabinet-maker, 
passed round the bend and sank into deep water. Some Etonians observing him 
disappear raised an alarm, and a rescue was speedily effected by Messrs. Dundas and 
Cunliffe, and taken on shore by the college waterman. Here every effort was made 
to restore life, under the supervision of Dr. Ellison; but in vain—the vital spark 
had fied. The body was removed to the Three Horse Shoes, Eton Wick, there to await 
the inquest. The deceased was very much respected both by the employers and the 
employés of the above firm, and he had worked for the firm for a good many years. 
The affair cast a gloom over all parties, and brought toa close what otherwise would 
have been one of the most pleasant and enjoyable outings that I have had with them 
for some years,—PIXIz. 





RANDOM NOTES.—GROSS WEIGHT COMPETITIONS. 


I Am glad to see another important society has done away with gross-weight 
competitions, Here are a few quotations from the “F, G.” referring to the above 
system :— 

"The Editor, in reply to “J. M. D.”: “ We do not like the system of giving prizes for 
angling matches at all, but, as long as it is the practice, the best we can do is to try 
to get the specimen fish in vogue as against the wretched gross weight system.” 

“ Ravensbourne,” No. 4 case: “At the 1882 Pulborough match a well-known 
London club man weighed-in and took one of the prizes with such a sample of fish 
as would disgrace the merest tyro, At leasttwo dozen weighed less than 20z, each— 
in fact, some of them being very little larger than minnows.” 

“ Kingfisher”: “Some time ago I saw a club list of twelve prizes for the heaviest 
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weight of twelve different species of fish.” Ye gods and little fishes! No wonder he 


says, in the same letter, “I believe that at the end of the next twenty years ” (much 
less, I say) “specimen fish now so called will be as extinct as the dodo.” 

I should call by far the greater portion of such men the stickleback and minnow 
brigade : men who stick at nothing to gain their object—a prize.—M, A. 
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MALLOCH’S New Patent 
CASTING REEL. 


See the Field, November 1st; the FISHING 
GAZETTE, Nov.9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 

hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel, 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application, 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards inthe World atthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for “..es; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels; Gold Medal for 
Trc it Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 
Spe-ial Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. 
Diplomas of Honour, 
TILE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 


CLEARANCE SALE 


FISHING RODS & TACKLE 


15, FETTER LANE, LONDON. 
Giving up the Premises, A Glass Show Case for Sale, 


TROUT AND GRAYLING 
OVA, FRY, AND YEARLINGS, 


At Low Rates, and from the Finest and Gamest 
Strains in the world. 
For full Price List apply to 


THOMAS FORD, 
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HOLBROW & CO,, 


Fishing Rod & Tackle Makers, 


No-7, Eagle Place, Jermyn St., S. W. 


All articles of the best description for every kind MANOR FISHERY, CAISTOR, 
of Fishing. Salmonand Trout Flies dressed for all LINCOLNSHIRE. 
English, Scotch, Irish, and Norway rivers. Glued- | N,B—Advice Given, Fisheries Laid Out, Hatching 
Cupane Rods to Order, Apparatus and Coarse Fish Supplied, 
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NORTH COUNTRY FL 


By T. E. PRITT, 


Angling Editor of the Yorkshire Post, and Hon. See. of the York- 
shire Anglers’ Association. 

Comprising Eleven Plates of Hanp-CoLourep Illustrations of over Sixty 

Flies, from the Author's own Drawings, with Particulars of the Dressings and 

Season of each Fly; and Chapters on Fishing the Minnow, the Creeper, the 

Stone Fly, and the Worm in Clear Water, with an Extra Plate showing the 

Hooks necessary therefor. Second Edition. 


PREFACE TO NEW EDITION, 


The first edition of this work was published under the title of “ Yorkshire Trout 
Flies. It was very generously received, and was quickly exhausted ; but it was 
pointed out in quarters entitled to high respect that the title was too local, that the 
patterns of flies would do good service on all northern waters, that they would kill 
grayling as well as trout, and that the remarks upon Yorkshire streams would apply 
equally to all similar rivers. In view of these representations it was therefore 
decided to alter the title to “North Country Flies,’ the text remaining identical 
with that of the first edition. The explanation is necessary in view of a perplexity 
which might arise in the minds of readers owing to the distinctly Yorkshire colour- 
ing which pervades the book. 


The following are some of the Flies fully Described and Illustrated in Colours in 
this week :—- 

Light Spanish Needle 

Light Watchet 

Olive Bloa 


Red Owl 
Stone Bloa 
Small Blue Bloa 


Water Cricket 
Little Black 
Winter Brown 


Little Winter Brown or Yellow-Legged Bloa | Greensleeves 
Light Woodcock Yellow Partridge Thorn Fly Dun 
Brown Owl Snipe Bloa | Curlew 
Fieldfare Bloa Brown Watchet | Starling Bloa 
Dark Moor Game or Orange Orange Partridge | Small Ant 
Grouse Greentail © | Fog Black 
Water-Hen Bloa Sand Fly Cubdown Bloa 
Dark Bloa Dotterel | Cinnamon 
Dark Snipe Yellow Sally | Smoke Fly 


Poult Bloa or Light Bloa 
Old Master 

Stone Midge 

Grey Midge 


Grey Partridge 
Large Ant 

Sea Swallow 
July Dun 


March Browns 

Great Brown 

Brown Drake 

Red Clock or Pheasant 





Red Palmer Knotted Midge Black Gnat 
Little Dark Watchet Sandy Moor Game Black Snipe 
Dark Spanish Needle Blue Partridge 
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The “SWAN” HOTEL, |LYAMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 


WALTON-ON-TIANES., 


Proprictor, J. P, WHEELDON, late 
Angling Editor of “ Bell's Life in 
London” and “ Land and Water.” 


Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately 
facing one of the best angling reaches of 
the Thames. Splendid TROUT-FISHING 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish 
being known to lic in Walton reach and 
the celebrated “deeps.” Punts, fishermen, 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice. Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house having been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 
from top to bottom. The Proprietor 
desires to make his house “an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire to learn the 
many mysteries of the “contemplative 
man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all 
styles and varieties of angling, and espe- 
cially in the little known practice of cast- 
ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 
Nottingham reel. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous.” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


OULTON BROAD FISHERY, 
LOWESTOFT 


(Preserved under the Phen: and Suffolk Fisheries 
Act). 
UARTERS,WHERRY HOTEL, Mutford Bridge. 
Beautifully situated. G. MASON, Proprietor. 
Established nearly a century. Boats 2s., full bait 
1s., men 4s. per day. Terms for stopping visitors 
on application. Gravel and sandy soil. 











a a 
SALMON, GRILSE, TROUT, 


And other Tishing in the Celebrated 
LOCHS CONN AND CULLEN, €&c. 
THOMAS CLARKE, Fisherman, begs leave to 
inform his friends and gentlemen that he has a 
Lodge at the Lake for the accommodation of 
anglers, also good Boits. Terms moderate.— 
Apply to J. CLARKE, Lough Conn Lodge, 
Cloughans, Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland. 
(Large Gillaroo Troutand Heavy Pike in the Lake.) 


APARTMENTS 


9 WS pes OR Trg 


For One, Two, or Three Weeks. Good 
Fishing. About Five Minutes’ walk from 
the River Ouse. Terms Moderate. 
Apply—DISS, Barber, Bookbinder, 
HUNTINGDON. 





LYNDALE HOTEL and 
FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 


FIRST-CLASS FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 
and under the same management. 

Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
scenerics in the North of Devon, with about 20 
miles of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 
mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 
Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams. 
Permission for Fishing can be obtained at the 
Hotels.. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 
position of Hotels. Re ; 


WM. BEVAN, Proprietor. _ 


4 ISHING. IN THE NORTH AND 
A’) WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the ‘ FSS Eee 

Craven Herald f 
: (published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers, ty } 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 

obtained at the office of this paper. . ei 


AELOG LAKE HOTEL, TY-CROES, 

near HOLYHEAD.—Excellent Trout-Fish- 

ing in Lakes ani Rivers close to the above; also 

Sea-Bathing and Fishing (sea close to hotel). Ex- 

tensive Shootings. Boats in Lakes and Sea. Splendid 

Billiard Room newly opened, Lawa Tennis, Terms 
most moderate.—Apply, Proprietor. : 2¥ 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


Barle Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 3} miles, from Dalver- 
ton Bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets: 
Day, 1s.; Week, 2s. 64.; Month, 5s.; Season, 10s. 6d. 
An additional 10s. 6d. for Salmon Fishing. Tickets 
can be obtained at “ Lion and Lamb Hotels” and 
“Uarnaryon Arms.” Good Hotels and Private 
Lodgings. Plenty of free Fishing near, iu Exe and 
Barle. Further information of ; ar 


J. H. BERE, Hon. Sec, 
DULVERTON. 


“TROUT FISHING... 


Five miles water of Right Hon. Earl of 
Carnarvon (Exe and Barle), free - to 

Anglers staying at ; 
CARNARVON ARMS HOTEL, 


DULVERTON STATION. 
Fine bracing air, wild scenery ; 
billiards, tennis Five hours from London. 


TROUT FISHING! — TROUT FISHING | 
ONLY 16 MILES FROM LONDON. 
1} Miles of Water, well stoched and -pre- 
served. Free to Visitors stopping at the’ 


LION HOTEL, FARNINGHAM. 


Under new management. French Chéf. First- 
class Wines. Moderate Tariff. items ‘ 


Norfolk Rivers & Broads 


Comfortable Good Sailing YACHT, 
Tons, ot 





hie 
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T. PEART, Limpenhoe, GT, YARMOUTH, 


AMILY PLATE —Clergyman 
leaving, offers 83 Pieces, Spoons, Forks, 
Ladles, &¢., unsoiied ; warranted, siiver on pure 
nickel silver; stamped A; pattern, old silver 
Beaded; cost £18 183., sacrifice for £6 15s. ; 
approval free—ALPHA, Albert Oottage, Rich- 





moad. 





HOLROYD, (== 
FISHING ROD AND TACKLE MAKER, 
59, GRACECHURSCH ST., LONDON, E.C. | 





A LARGE AND NEW STOCK AT MODERW 


PRICES, 


HICKORY BOTTOM GENERAL RODS, 7s. 6d. EACH. ~~ 


ESTABLISHED 1815. 





THE 
PATENT 





SOLESKIN 


Made-from the real skin of the sole, are now much improved in shape and durability 


They were the best killing baits during last season, tes AE RE 
Sold by all the principal Tackle Makers throughout the Country, andthe trade 


only supplied by 


M. CARSWELL & CO. GLASGOW. - 


THE ONLY MAKERS 


AND. PATENTEES; :.. 22. 2 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOVESTOFT, 
Clactou on-Sea, Walton-on-the-~Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Telixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunst.nton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE.—¥xcursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver: 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal green, London-fields, &c. ures, 33,, 1s. 9d., ls. bu. 
WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


For fuil particulars see Bills. 


Londci., July, 1886, 
JESSAMINE. 


MAY BLOSSOM. 


PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


MISSION TO UEEP-SEA FISHERIAER, 





—< 
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The Offices of the Mission have been Removed to 
181, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Sir FDWARD BIRKBECK, Bart., M.P., Vice-President. 
C. S. READ, Esq., Chairman cf Finance Committee. 
E. J. MATHER, Esq., Director. 











The spiritual and philanthropic effort organised in 1881 on 
behalf of the thousands of Smacksmen who, with very brief 
intervals of rest, are engaged all the year round in the Deep- 
Sea Trawling Fleets has, by the blessing of Almighty God, 

proved of the utmost value. S1x Mission Vessels are cruis- 
ing amongst the North Sea Trawling Fleets. 12,000 smacksmen are engaged all the 
year round in providing our tables with fish. These men, who for us toil through 
furious blast and sleety storm—who hazard their lives and fall victims, hundreds of 
them, to the pitiless waves, that markets at home may be well supplied—may rightly 
claim some small share in the privileges we so richly enjoy and so highly prize, 

THIS THEY CAN ONLY HAVE THROUGH TAE 
PRESENCE OF THE MISSION VESSELS 

Carrying to the fishermen the message of Divine mercy and pardonine love, bringing 
the pleasure of books to while away the weary hours, affording relief in case of sick- 
ness and injury, and cheering and brightening dull and monotonous lives by their 
presence and ministry. The Director will gladly attend drawing-rooms and other 
meetings to tell the story of the interesting work and exhibit his Dissolving Views. 





Gifts of Books, Tracts, and Periodicals are most acceptable. The demand for Mittens 
and Mufilers being very great, the Director will send samples to any ladies willing to 
assistin supplying them. FUNDS are GREATLY NEEDED to enable the Mission 
to place a Vessel with each of the 12 Fleets. 

N.B.—The Offices were removed to the present address in December last. -Altentionto the 
change will save much trouble, time, and expense tothe Mission. 
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SCOTCH & IRISH, 
THE FIREST THE WORLD PRORUGES 





40s per Dozen. 198. per Gallon. 


NET CASH WiTH ORDER ONLY. 
There is nothing Finer than this to be had at any Price, 





As Sample, a Single Bottle will be sent 
Free by Parcels Post, on receipt of 3s. 4d., 
or the Whisky may be tasted at the follow- 
ing Address between the hours of 9 and 6, 
Saturdays 9 and 2, 


GRIERSON, OLDHAM & CO., 


28, MARTIN’S LANE, CANNON ST.. LONDON, E.C. 

















NO'TT On. 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &e. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom. 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered tu, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith ana 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 








TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 





For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Treland......... 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months a oe ‘a a ri res 4 5 4 
3, Three Months ,, . Fr .9 ” Savane ectiea 2 8 

To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 


188, Fleet-street, London. 
TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishing Gazette. 


SAL UR DrAny, 13 U Liesl: 188 6; 














MAJOR TRAHERNE ON THE TIME 
A SALMON. 


(This interesting letter is in answer to a query we sent the 
Major recently. —ED.) 
YOU ask me to tell you the average time it takes me to kill salmon 
of the following weights: 71b., 10]b., 15lb., 201b., 251b., 301b., 351b., 
40lb. ; also, what difference it makes whether you are in a boat or 
fishing from the bank. 

The time it talces to kill a salmon depends on the sort of rod that 
is used, the strain that is put on the line by the angler, the pluck of 
the fish, and where he is hooked. 

The stiffer the rod the greater the strain that can be put on the 
line, and vice-versd. A rod that will pull 3lb. on the steel yard is a 
very powerful one, and there are few rods that are intended for 
salmon-fishing with a fly that will pull over that weight. The most 
powerful rod I ever used could not pull more than 4Ib., but this rod 
I only used for harling purposes cut of a boat on a big river in 
Norway. 

A man that is playing a salmon with a whippy rod with a weak 
top will probably not be able (do what he will) to put a greater 
strain on his line than 1lb. at the outside, and if he meets with a 
plucky fish, say, of 15lb., he may be two hours killing him ; whereas 
if he was using a rod that woald pull 3lb., he might, if he chose, 
bring him to the gaff in less then ten minutes. It will, however, 
depend a good deal as to the time it will take to kill salmon of any 
weight, or where they are hooked. If they take the fly into their 
mouth, they fight hardest when hooked in the cheek, and give in 
soonest when hooked in the tongue; if hooked outsides (or what is 
called foul-hooked) there is no telling how long they will take to 
kill. I once hooked a fish which was judged to be about 40lb. in the 
Kirkcudbrightshire Dee at 10 o’clock in the morning, and had him 
on all day, aud he broke me when it got dark. He was plainly to 
be seen at times, and he was hooked under the chin. 

Salmon differ greatly as regards their pluck. I have been as long 
killing a 61b. fish as I have been killing the biggest salmon I ever 
caught, of 40lb., which I landed ina minute or two over half an hour, 
and I have seldom been over three-quarters of an hour killing fish 
of any weight. I should say that, as a rule, fish of between 14 and 
251b. fight harder than fish of any other weight ; but it is impossible 
to form a general estimate of the time it will take to kill fish of the 
weights you mention, which must depend entirely on circumstances. 

You are more helpless when fishing out of a boat than when on 
the river bank, and the best thing you can do under ordinary cir- 
cumstances is to go on shore as quick as you can. If, however, you 
should be fishing a big river, such as the Shannon, or where you 
cannot follow your fish when ashore, you must follow him in the 
boat, when your chances of killing him will depend on the skill of 
your boatman. If you are fishing in a lake, when you hook a fish, 
drop your anchor, if such is practicable. You will kill your fish far 
quicker by doing so than by rowing after him, as is often done. If 
you cannot drop your anchor, your boatman should keep the boat as 
stationary a3 is possible under the circumstances. 

JOHN P. TRAHERNE. 


IT TAKES TO KILL 





TOURNAMENT PRIZES. 


THE remainder of these will be noticed in the Tourist Number, 
which has a large additional circulation. 


THE 








A REPORT FROM ICELAND. 


THE rod-fishing on all the salmon rivers on the west coast, which opened for the 
season on the Ist June, has been excellent, the waters being in capital condition, 
owing to plenty of rain in May. The weekly close time of 36 hours, and the 
restrictions imposed upon netting the rivers by the Salmon Fishing Act passed 
by the Althing last session, have greatly improved the rod-fishing. On the 
Laxa and Bugda, near Reykjavik, General Chalmers and party caught seventy- 
three salmon between the 15th and 26th June, besides over 400 trout, the 
salmon averaging 141b. Mr. Stirling, of Fairburn, and party, and Mr. Burneit, 
have also had excellent sport on their respective rivers. Several sportsmen 
have just arrived by the s.s. Camoens, who have every prospect of capital fishing. 
Reykjavik, July 4. 
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WHERE TO GET SEHEA-FISHING. 
By, “Magkaas 


ABERFFRAW, ANGLESEY.—Nearest station : Ty Croes, Chester and 
Holyhead Railway. Hotel: Prince Llewelyn. Sometimes lodgings 
may be got in the village. For information apply to Mr. Thomas, 
chemist. This is one of the best places for sea-fishing I know, and 
it is a great pity there are no professional fishermen. The pollack 
and conger-fishing is particularly good, the former running to a 
great size. A friend writes me that he took one there last week— 
whiffing with the red rubber eel—143lb., and a codfish 12lb. These 
latter take very well, and run from 1b, to 20Ib., or over. 

The shore being rocky for miles, it is all pollack ground, but the best places 
are—to the westward—from Porth Leidiog, near the mouth of the river to 
Carreg Drai (Ebb Stone). The largest fish will be. found round Carreg Drai, 
and outside it to the south as far as the bream ground called Node Ucha. There 
is good fishing along shore to the west as far as Porth Gwyfan, where there isa 
ruined church onan island in a small bay. This bay is the best place for rag, 
sand worms, and lugs. The shore line may be followed from this to a rocky 
island named Ynys-y-Meibion (Island of the Sons) ; round this the fishing is 
good, the water outside deep—up to 8 or 9 fathoms. There is good rocky 
ground for a long distance to the west, but this is quite far enough to go from 
the village ; besides, the fishing is not so good. 

To the eastward of the mouth of the Aberffraw river the best pollack ground 
begins about a quarter of a mile from an island called Ynys Trefrw. When you 
get to the island, try on the outside as near the rock as possible. There are very 
heavy pollack and bass here. The channel inside can only be fished well at high 
tide, the ore weed being very long. About three-quarters of a mile further on 
comes the Malldraeth, a wide estuary, and full of fish. Keep along the left- 
hand shore till you get nearly half a mile up. This is good pollack ground, 
especially when the tide is full. A rock will be observed nearly in the middle 
of the channel, called the Casswg (the mare). Why it has this name I do not 
know. Round here there are some immense pollack and cod, and it will tax 
your skill to get them out, for they have a nasty trick of taking the bottom. 
There are large quantities of bass in this estuary, and are generally found 
playing on the bar of the river at low water. This is, I think, the best time to 
try for them, for when the sand is covered they get scattered over so large a 
space it is difficult to find them. If you get caught in a breeze at Malldracth 
there are several creeks where you can leave the boat and walk home. Also, if 
caught to the westward, leave it at Porth Gwyfan. All these places are close 
to the land, and a stranger cannot fail to find them—he only wants someone to 
row him about. There is a harbour at Aberffraw, but it bears an ill-name, boats 
having been swamped by the heavy ground sea at the entrance ; but there is no 
occasion to use it, Mr. Williams and myself having made a channel through the 
rocks at Porth Leidiog, where a perfectly safe landing can always be made. 
The best conger and bream ground is off Carreg Drai and Ynys-y-Meibion, and 
at Node Ucha, Node Shenkin, and Node Newydd. The farthest of these places 
is not more than 14 mile from shore, with a depth of 12} fathoms. Very large 
skate are taken, up to 3cwt. ; also blue sharks 6 or 8ft. long, and topers 5 or 6ft. 
—a great variety of fish of all kinds ; congers very plentiful and large. I hear 
that Mr. T. Owen, who has a coal yard in the village, has a boat and some pots, 
and would take visitors out. Mr. Williams, too, has a boat for pollacking, and 
when not using it would let a youth in his employ—who rejoices in the name of 
“Foozle””—go out with any gentleman staying in the village who really knew 
something about sea-fishing. ‘‘Foozle” always seemed to me to have ‘the 
making ” of a fisherman about him, and I have no doubt, under the able tuition 
of Mr. R. D. Williams, he has developed into a first-rate hand. It is surprising 
to me that the proprietor of the Prince Llewelyn does not have a boat or two ; 
they would bring hima lot of customers. There are plenty of sand eels, but as 
there is no seine they are not procurable for live-bait fishing. Very good 
fishing from the rocks, and prawns in great quantities in the rock pools. ‘Trout- 
fishing in the Mill Pool and the small brook feeding it ; also in lakes Coron and 
Maelog. I forgot to say the red and grey gurnards, bream, mackerel, dabs, 
flounders, and coal-fish are very plentiful in the bay. Octopus not uncommon ; 
but although I have taken quantities of small squid and cuttle-fish in the seine, 
I have never seen a large one of either species. There are immense shoals of 
grey mullet in Malldraeth, but I cannot say whether they will take a bait, never 
having made the experiment. Tides run very strongly, and rise high—as much 
as 18ft. Flood tide along shore flows west, ebb east. 

BupDLEeIGH SALTERTON.—Hotels : Rolle Arms, Feathers. Plenty of good 
lodgings. The fishing here is not quite so good as formerly, the whiting, from 
some unexplained cause, having left the district. There is good pollack-fishing 
on the ledge of rocks off the Otter mouth, and to the eastward, as faras Ladram 
Bay; the rocks do not run out very far after the Ledge is passed, and there 1s 
not much depth of water—about 3 fathoms—therefore the evening is best, when 
the water is clear. There are some heavy fish off Black Head, and from there 
to Brandy Head, from thence to Ladram, they generally runsmall. But in some 
rocks in the centre of Ladram Bay there are very fine fish ; they are taken up to 
10 or 12lb. The best bait for these is the rag worm ; but in the evening nothing 
will beat the white rubber eel, or for the smaller fish white flies. This ground 
is very little fished by the Salterton men, and I don’t think anyone knows any- 
thing about it but T. Middleton and Bob Sedgmoor, few of the others ever 
going to the east of Brandy Head. 

Sometimes there are a good many pollack in the Bay off the village, but the 
last few years very little has been done there. To the westward the first place 
is Two Stones, off the West Down Beacon. Sometimes you may have a take of 
good-sized fish here, but it is a very uncertain place. From there go to Otter 
Cove, about 500 yards from Straight Point ; from here to the Point is good, 
more especially the first bit between Otter Cove and a small cave about 30 yards 
from it. The water here is shallow, so do not use~wire, and fish on the top of 
the tide. The rocks do not run out far, so don’t go more than 70 yards out. 
The next place is Straight Point, anda very good place it is. The rocks run 
out along way. Youcan go out nearly a mile until you get the Exmouth 
Church tower open. The tide runs very strong on this ledge, and as there are 
a great many crab pots, it is not safe to fish until they all bear. When the 
rocks to the east begin to be uncovered, the ebb tide casts off a little, and so you 
will not have to wait so long as on the flood. When the tide is running strongly, 
either bring up and put out the drift lines, or go into Otter Cove or Water-shoot ; 
this latter is asmall bay to the west of the Point. There are generally a lot of 
small pollack there. At the top of the tides there is hardly any slack at the Point, 
so you must make the best of what time you have. Fish will be found right 
from the shore to the outer pots, but I think the best place is about mid- 
way ; it is, however, best, if youdo not strike the fish, to try out and in across the 
tide till you find them. There are certain parts where you nearly always find the 
pollack, but it is quite impossible to describe the proper marks on paper. Ifa man 





is a resident he will soon pick them up by seeing where others go, and to the 
casual visitor it is of no consequence whatever ; he must be dependent on his 
boatman. When I first went to Salterton, I wrote to Mr. Wilcocks to ask him 
whether I had better buy a chart of the Bay. His reply was, “ Old James 
Rogers is the best chart,” and I found he was. 

Except in the hottest weather, I should recommend the leaded lines with wire 
snooding here. The fish are very plentiful, and run a good size, sometimes very 
large, and if the water is smooth good sport can always be depended on. The 
Salterton men are principally engaged in crab and lobster-fishing, and only three 
make pollack-fishing a speciality ; these are the two Middletons and Bob 
Sedgmoor. The latter is young, but is a first-rate hand at any fish, pollack 
especially. He was with me for some years, and I can strongly recom- 
mend him. 

Rag worms are in the mud in the harbour, and _ there are plenty of small boys 
ready to dig them for a consideration. All the Plymouth artificial baits can be 
got at Beer's or Bennett’s, the ironmongers. There are plenty of whiting pout 
(here called blains) in the Bay. James Rogers, sen., is the best man to go to 
for this sport, also for dabbing. There are bass on the Ledge and at Straight 
Point, and they are caught by throwing from the beachat the Otter mouth, and 
at two other places nearer the village. Mr. George Underhill, baker, High- 
street, is the authority on this branch of sport, and should be consulted, As 
sand eels cannot be got, the Sarcelle is the best bait to use when fishing for bass 
from a boat. They run very large. I never took one less than 61b. on the 
Ledge. In the autumn there is good conger-fishing close in shore. The best 
place I have found is at the back of the Ledge, as far to the east as Brandy 
Head. Some seasons, if there are no heavy gales, they will remain all the 
winter. During the herring season bait can easily be obtained, and up to 
November squid are very plentiful. There is good conger and bream-fishing in 
the offing in the summer from 6 to 12 miles from land. For this go to Henry 
Rogers or Walter Sedgmoor, who have boats suited to the purpose. 

There is some free trout-fishing in the tidal part of the Otter, and very heavy 
sea-trout are taken. There are great numbers of grey mullet in the harbour. 
The boating is principally off the beach, the larger boats only, as a rule, using 
the harbour, the small ones being kept on the shingle in front of the village. ~ 

Mazkerel are caught under sail in the Bay, and in the autumn there is good 
sport close in shore from West Dowa Beacon to the Cove rowing about in 
small boats. 

Altogether, I can recommend Salterton. It is a charming little place, well 
drained, and with a pure supply of water ; the rainfall is less, and the climate 
more bracing, than at any other place in Devonshire. 








ANGLING NEAR LONDON—THE ELSTREE RESERVOIR. 


Tue above fishery is aboula mile and a-half from the Wlstree and Boreham 
Wood Station, about half a mile west from the village of Elstree, being situated 
just within the county of Herts. The Railway Arms, the Fishery Inn, and 
the cottages facing the lake are in the same county. I may just mention, 
in passing, that at the above-named inns there is capital accommodation for 
anglers. 

Turn to the left when you leave the station, and keep along the high road 
until you come to a path running across the fields at the foot of a hill (about 
half a mile from the station), follow the path, and it will lead you into the 
village. Take the first turning on the right about half-way up the main street, 
and it will lead you to the lake. As you descend into the valley, you will see 
the water glistening through the trees in the distance. 

Elstree is a village and parish in Cashio Hundred, five and a-half miles north 
of Harrow and five west of Barnet. The north-eastern portion, in which the 
church stands, is in Elstree parish, Herts; the north-western is in Aldenham, 
Herts (the Reservoir is in the same parish) ; the south-western in Little Stan- 
more, Middlesex ; and the south-eastern in Edgware, Middlesex. ‘The soil is 
clay, subsoil also clay, and the crop is exclusively grass. Population in 1881, 
661. The church was founded by the monks of St. Albans in the 14th century. 
The area is 1,508 acres. Boreham Wood is a hamlet of Elstree parish, one mile 
north-east of the village. Tickets may be obtained at the Fishery Inn, and all 
other necessary information concerning the water of Mr. Geo. Chesher, who 
lives in one of the cottages close by. 

The Reservoir is divided into two portions by the bridge crossing the Watford- 
road, and though the smallest tract of water covers under 20 acres, several 
decent jack were takea there last year. There is a considerable descent from 
the main street of the village of Elstree to the Reservoir, which, considering the 
number of trees and the character of the country by which it is surrounded, 
presents a very picturesque appearance now Dame Nature is at her best. The 
country about here is very pleasing, and he must be terribly afflicted with spleen 
and jaundice who fails to appreciate it. The outlet of the lake is situated at 
the opposite end to the cottages, in what is designated the ‘‘ Long Corner Swim,” 
the water flowing over a weir into a gully with considerable force down a steep 
bank into the ficlds beyond, and eventually falling into the Colne, though water 
is supplied to the Grand Junction Canal from the same source. At high water 
the depth is as much as 20ft. in places; but the best fishing depths at low 
water (more especially for tench) vary from 5ft. to 12ft. 

To prevent the possibility of any fish escaping, the mouth of the weir is 
closely blocked with heavy thorn bushes, through which I do not think a 
minnow could wriggle. : 

When quite full the reservoir covers within a shade of 100 acres, and about 
half that number of acres at low water, so at that rate at low water it exceeds 
the size of Wimbledon Lake by about 15 acres. It contains plenty of pike, 
perch, tench, and eels (the sharp-nosed species—Anguilla acutirostris), a fair 
sprinkling of roach and rudd, a few carp, but no bream. The proprietor, 
believing that bream devour both the spawn and fry of tench, will have none of 
them. Iam informed that isthe reason. I always thought the boot was on the 
other leg. : 

Pike are numerous, but not large—just the place for beginners to try their 
Iuck—for the heaviest fish taken during the past three years was one weighing 
1441b., by Mr. G. Entwistle, and one of 8j1b. by Mr. Walker. _ 

When I say pike are numerous, I think my statement will be borne out by the 
takes reported in the Fisuinc Gazerre for the last four months of 1835, 
Some of the rudd and sharp-nosed eels are gigantic fellows, one of the former 
being taken by Mr. Chesher last season that scaled 3lb. Whatarudd! From 
all accounts the water suits them, and they are just as beautiful as they are 
large. I have always noticed this to be the case where ponds are fed by brooks 
and springs. 

A fine specimen of the latter fish was captured with a dead roach, scaling 
8lb. 30z. ; but I have been informed that at Cambridge the skins of two are pre- 
served which weighed 50Ib., the heaviest 27lb., the second 23lb. The largest I 
ever saw taken from the Trent was between 5b. and 6lb. in weight, a Browet, 
Smeeth, or sea-eel, of course. cts 
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Many eels have been taken. by anglers when tench-fishing with the worm, 
being from 1b. to 3lb. in weight. But, in spite of this, for various reasons, I 
still advocate the use of fine tackle when angling for tench. But more of this 
anon. 

Jack.—Jack-anglers, for the most part, patronise the Jardine snap and live- 
bait fishing (gorge). The former tackle is most successful. The latter method 
is so exceedingly cruel and unsportsmanlike that it is to be hoped the day is not 
far distant when we shall have heard the last of it. Why the paternoster is not 
more generally used I cannot understand, unless it is on account of the weeds, 
of which there are three or four kinds in this place, one of which, I have every 
reason to believe, is the floating meadow grass (Poa fluitans), so abundant in 
our stagnant waters. Pike are sometimes caught with worms when fishing for 
perch and tench, a Mr. North taking three in one morning before breakfast. 

Perch.—The largest perch the keeper recollects being taken weighed 23Ib. ; 
pounders are not uncommon, several over that weight being taken last year. 
Altogether it is a good perch water, and, taking one occasion with another, the 
best bait for perch for the first half of the season is the lob or dew-worm, far 
more fish being taken with that bait than with minnows ; it is impossible to say 
for what reason. I should like to know. 

On the other hand, minnows are a more successful bait in October and 
November. The “ Bridge Hole Swim” is the only one that can be fished from the 
bank on the road side of the lake, and sometimes good perch are taken here. 
Perch may be occasionally taken when fishing from the punt Skylark, anchored 
in front of the cottages. At certain periods of the year this is a favourite swim. 

The “Long Corner Swim” is another very good swim for perch, and in front 
of the “Little Island,” also between the “ Little Island” and the “ Big Island ” 
perch are often taken. Fish as “fine” as possible in this water for these 
bold biting gentlemen, and, instead of the heavy, inconvenient, thick, and ex- 
pensive lines, and the coarse bottom tackles which I have seen used (even 
gimp), obtain a fine superior Nottingham roach line—those sold by Mr. J. 
W. Martin, Northgate, Newark, are just the ticket for this work, and would, 
if properly used, kill the largest perch in the water ; at least, I think so. 

There is some pleasure in playing a 2lb. perch or a 41b, tench with a nice light 
rod and a line of this description. As you know, perch may be taken at almost 
any depth. They will chase minnows from mid-water to the surface. I have 
seen them at it at the Welsh Harp. I always think a good deal depends upon 
the weather and water ; but I should always fish closer to the bottom when 
using worms than when fishing with minnows, for I have often caught good 
perch when ledgering. However, we will not argue. 


(To be continued.) 








NOTES. 


Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, anp Co. will publish, early next month, a 
book on salmon angling, entitled “ The American Salmon Fisherman,” by Henry 
P. Wells, author of “Fly Rods and Fly Tackle,’ which has been’so well 
received in England and America. The work promises to be a most interesting 
one ; it is divided into chapters, as follows :—I. How and Where to get Salmon 
Fishing, with List and Map of Salmon Rivers (chiefly Canadian, of course). 
II. Rods : Theoretical Efficiency of—Spliced vy. Ferruled, Ferrules for Salmon 
Rods, English and American Rods, Rod-Making, &c: III. Salmon Reels, 
Lines, Casts. IV. The Gaff and Gafting Clothing; Waders. V. Salmon Flies. 
VI. Casting the Fly. Several exciting fights with salmon are briefly de- 
scribed, and although English salmon anglers will not agree with all of Mr. 
Wells’s views, we may venture to say they will find somé most valuable hints and 
interesting reading in his book. It will consist of about 166 pages, with a few 
illustrations, and will not in price be more than 7s. 6d. 
x ae ae: ae 
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A curiosity will be found in our columns in the shape of an advertisement of 
the “Sixteenth All-England Angling Sweepstakes for £100 worth of prizes.” 
ae % a 4 Fe 


Do any of our readers want a trustworthy, reliable, head water-bailiff and 
gamekeeper, with four years’ character from present employer and highest refer- 
ences? If so, we can recommend William Stephenson, Howard Cottage, 
Wetheral, Carlisle. 

* * ae * ae 

Our Aberdeen correspondent, Mr. W. Murdoch, is having some capital sport 
trout-fishing in Sutherlandshire, N.B. Ninety-one pounds’ weight of trout, 
averaging nearly #lb., in four days of six hours each speaks for itself. His best 
killing flies have been the Green, the Claret, and the Zulu. What a longrun the 
“ Zalu” has had. 

FE ® & % % 

President Cleveland is not only President of the United States with its fifty 
millions of people, but he has also long been president of an angling club, and 
taken prizes both for “specimen fish” and for “biggest take.” Ex-President 
Arthur is also an angler. 

* ae * * 

Another enthusiast, especially for trout-fishing, was the late Victor von 
Scheffel, one of the most popular of German poets and novelists, author of 
“Der 'Trompeter von Siikkingen,” “Ekkehard,” &c. Some very interesting 
memoirs of angling trips among the Bavarian lakes with Scheffel have recently 
appeared in the German Fishing Gazette. Under a portrait of Scheffel which he 
gave to the author as a momento of their fishing days, he wrote :— 


“Ubicumque piscans sto 
Placet Trutta fario.” 

& a & : 

A Loan Exhibition of stuffed fish, fish-eating birds, fishing tackle, aquaria, 

&c.; also pictures in oil and water of marine and river views, &c., by the leading 

local artists, will be held at Lowestoft, from August 2nd to August 7th, 1886, 
in aid of the Waveney and Oulton Fisheries Protection Society. 

* a * 


ae aS 


Mr. Henry Allnutt, the energetic secretary of the National Footpath Pre- 
servation Society, 42, Essex-street, Strand, has just published a most useful little 
Thames Boating Guide, price 6d. We know no other guide which gives such a 
handy plan of the river. Instead of having to unfold a map almost as long as 
the river itself, by a most ingenious arrangement you get it all ona page six 
inches by four. Every one who goes on the Thames above London should 
get one of these guides; the “cautions against accidents” are simple and 
sensible. 

’ ae a ae ae ae 

Our Whitadder correspondent says :— A slight inaccuracy was in the last 
report. I think it would read like this : ‘If a flood had to come, instead of the 
weights being counted by the pound they would be counted by the hundred- 
weight.’ For the last word please read stones, The ‘hundredweight’ would be 
right in the case of competitions, where there would perhaps be fifteen or twenty 
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competitors, as the aggregate weight of all the anglers are given. In case of a 
flood, there would be many takes over 201b. and 301Ib. I have thought it proper 
to refer to this matter at once, as some remark might be made ; and in case such 
should happen, perhaps you will kindly put an editorial note to the effect that 
it applied to the aggregate takes, and not to the take of a single individual.” 

% a ES 


After the last general meeting of the Society for Advancement of Fish-culture 
in the Potsdam District, Herr Max v. d. Borne invited the members to pay a 
visit to his fish-breeding establishment at Berneuchen, and, from a long account 
in the Deutsche Fischerei Zeitung, they appear to have had a very good time 
indeed. Herr M. vy. d. Borne showed them (on May 28) some carp fry which 
had only been out of the egg five days, and to illustrate the damage done by pike 
in a fish-breeding establishment he placed a three-months-old pike, two and 
three-quarter inches in length, into the glass with the carp fry. The pikelet at 
once began to feed, taking no notice of the spectators. The breakfast menu 
included some caviare from a 145lb. sturgeon, prepared by Herr Max himself, 
and pronounced by those who tried it ‘to be equal to the real Russian article. 
Another novelty in the menu was American black bass reared by Herr vy. d. B. 
Each guest had a trout and a black bass placed before him, in order to get his 
opinion as to which was the best. The verdict was in favour of the black bass, 
which was declared to be of much more delicate flayour than the trout, “The 
flesh is flaky, white, juicy, and with but few bones.” 

a a a ae ae 

Members of the Fly-Fishers’ Club will be glad to see, from our report from 

Iceland, that Mr. M. Burnett is having good sport on his salmon river. 
* * * * * 


“Dhunnie Mohr” asks if it is not unusual to catch a perch witha fly, as he did 
the other day in a small Scotch loch. It may be unusual, but it is not a very 
uncommon occurrence. A member of the Clapton Angling Society caught 
three in one day recently when fly-fishing for dace. Our Oxford correspondent 
reports one caught by himself this week. In certain Irish waters the perch 
take a fly well. 

a a at at ae 

Mr. David Slater, 8 and 9, Portland-street, Newark, sends us a sample of his 
pure silk undressed line—one he has specially made for him. He used it at the 
Tournament, where he carried off all the best prizes he competed for, including 
the five-guinea cups given by the Richmond Piscatorial Society and the FisH1nc 
GazETtTE. He says he has never used anything to equal it. Mr. Slater charges 
4s. for 50, and 7s. 6d. for 100 yards of this really splendid silk line. It is fine 
enough for the lightest roach-fishing, and strong enough for the heaviest Thames 
trout or pike, while those who leger for barbel will find it perfection. 

* * * * = 


We understand that the Thames from Richmond to Hampton Lock is to be 
included in the district of the Thames division of the metropolitan police. For 
some time past the police boats have preserved the peace on the Thames as far 
as Richmond and Kew, and it is believed by the Conservators that the new 
arrangement will tend much to promote the enjoyment of the river by the well- 
disposed portion of the boating fraternity. It must be confessed that a boatful 
of blue-coated “ peelers ” is in the nature of a blot on the landscape, and we hope 
it will be long before the upper reaches of the river are similarly invaded. 

Bo * * * * 


It is with no small degree of satisfaction we note that Sir Edward Birkbeck 
has retained his seat in the House. 
* * * * * 

These heavy rains are just what we wanted to freshen up the waters of the 
Thames, which were getting their usual nasty green summer hue. Some notable 
takes of barbel may shortly be looked for. Every one who goes a-fishing should 
remember old Izaak’s maxim that you cannot fish too early or too late for the 
barbel. 

% $ % E 

One would have thought that the tremendous disturbance in the Henley dis- 
trict would have put all the fish off the feed for a week at least. Strange to say, 
on Saturday, the morning after the regatta, a local caught no less than eight 
small jack in the regatta reach itself. The largest fish was only 4}1b. This 
bears out what we have frequently noticed, that no fish minds noise and dis- 
turbance so little as the jack. A fish which will feed soon after being driven 
out of reed-beds by a dog can hardly be termed a nervous subject. We have 
caught pike in a Shropshire weir pool within an hour or two of its having been 
netted by the miller and his men. Being full of old millstones in one deep 
corner, they could never get all the fish out of it, in spite of stoning and beating 
the water with poles. 

* ** * *® 

By a curious coincidence we have received for notice what is substantially 
the same novelty from two different parties, and we believe that another party 
has also had it in hand for some time. Mr. F. Laycock, of 13, Whetley-lane, 
Bradford, sends what he calls a “ Depth Indicator,” which he invented, and has 
used for a considerable time past, and many people have seen him use it. Itis 
like a small jack float, only instead of the hole through it being straight, it is 
crooked (. To ascertain the exact depth before putting on your gut-line, you 
put the indicator on the running line, and then put your plummet on. As soon 
as the lead touches the bottom you slacken the line, and the indicator rises to 
the surface, marking the exact depth. It would be of little use if, directly 
you lifted it, it slipped down, and here the ingenious curve comes 
in, the weight of the plummet keeps the line taut, and the pressure 
on the bend holds the indicator fast. Messrs. 8. Alleock and 
Co. call theirs a ‘Depth Register,’ and although it is differently 
constructed, the principle is exactly the same. They get the curve 
in the line by means of three brass rings, one on top, one at the side, 
and one at the bottom of the cork, and you simply run the line through 
them and use the plummet, as in the other case. A month or more ago Messrs. 
Warner, of Redditch, described a depth indicator to us made on some similar 
plan, which they intended to bring out. Messrs. Allcock have got a patent for 
their indicator, and doubtless-the inventor now wishes he had patented it instead 
of showing it about. It is a simple little contrivance, but the majority of 
anglers will rest content with the old-fashioned method of plumbing the depth, 








SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR CLUB AND RIVER REPORTERS. 


WE musi request our Club and River Reporters kindly to make their 
reports as short as possible, and not to mention trivial matters and 
unimportant catches, as they crowd out matter of general interest to 
all our readers, whereas a local report is only locally interesting. The 
Piscatorial Society has adopted the excellent rule of only sending 
reports on occasions of importance, such as annual dinners, &c. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed, * Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked OLUB REPORT outside envelope. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
EASTERN District VisiTiInG List No. 2. ; 

The next return visit on this List will take place at the Rising Sun Angling 
Society, held at the Horseshoe and Magpie, Bath-street, Farringdon-road, on Wed- 
nesday, July 21st, when I hope the clubs will give them a bumper.—}’, THORLING. 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, July 19th, 
at 8.30 p.m.—R. GHURNEY, sec. y , 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

Since my last report, I beg toacknowledge with thanks the receipt ef 93. from the 

donation-box of the Convivial Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 
ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There was a very good attendance of the members of this society at their weekly 
meeting on ‘Tuesday last. The minutes of the previous meeting having been read 
and confirmed, the chairman, Mr. W. Hydmann, said that one of their members, Mr. 
West, had what he considered a most serious report to make, and he hoped they 
would consider what should be done under the circumstances. He then called upon 
Mr. West, who stated that on Saturday, the 3rd of July, he went down to that 
portion of the Grand Junction Canal, opposite the Half-way House, to see if any fish 
were being taken by the anglers from that water. He arrived there about 6 p.n., 
and saw a member of the Prince of Wales Angling Society in altercation with Mr. 
Neale, head keeper of Col. Cox, and from what he there and then heard and saw, ib 
appeared that Mr. Neale had, by instructions from Col. Cox, been netting the pound 
of Canal opposite the Half-way House, Denham Strait, and he heard Neale repudiate 
the right of the Anglers’ Association to prevent them. He also requested the 
member of the P, W. Angling Society to take the name and address of his master 
off the cart which contained the fish (andin which there were fully two bushels) if 
he liked, and he also gave his own name. Mr. West said there was also present a 
member of the Good Intent Angling Society who heard and saw all that took plece, 
and he wasalso informed that Col. Cox and his daughter were present giving instruc- 
tions to Neale to net the water. Mr. West then went on to say that, as they had 
always understood that this water was rented by the Anglers’ Association, to whom 
they paid their subscription, he considered it his duty to at once report it to his club, 
for them to take what steps they might consider necessary to, if possible, put a stop 
to the netting of their waters by Col. Cox. If he had the right he presumed to 
have, then their renting the water for fishing wasa farce. (Hear,hear.) He would 
suggest that their society write to the FisHING GAZETTH and expose the whole 
thing, also to the Anglers’ Association, requesting the latter, if they have the power, 
to prosecute the parties. He (Mr. West) would be quite willing to give them all the 
assistance that laid in his power; and from a conversation he had with the other 
anglers who were present, he felt sure they would all fully approve of this course ; 
and the chairman said he considered that they were deeply indebied to Mr. West 
for exposing this unmanly and ungentlemanly conduct of Col. Cox. The secretary 
was then directed to write a report of the proceedings and send it in, as suggestel 
by Mr. West. Several of our members have been weighing-in fish, including 
Mr. Williams and the two brothers Hall, who have taken some bream and jack at 
Twickenham.—W. EH. 

ALBION ANGLING SOCIBTY. 

Messrs. T. Hughes and H. Smithers visited the Upper Thames on the 14th, and 
succeeded in getting about 351b. of barbel, trout, and chub. Among the barbel was 
one entirely different in colour and outside appearance to all the other barbel. It 
had a bright silver appearance, with bright red fins and a white tail. Myself and 
friends never having seen one like it before, would like to know if it is a separate 
kind of barbel, or is its condition produced by disease ? The next competition among 
the members of this society will take place on the 22nd, for prizes offered by Messrs. 
G. Hockley, T. Gilbert, and J. Brookes. In answer to several inquiries as to when 
L. H. Isaacs, Esq.’s, prize will be competed for, I beg to state that it will competed 
for, with six other prizes, given by Messrs. Hughes, Baldwin, H. Bayley, F. Joule, E. 
Botwright, and last, though not least, our worthy hostess, Mrs. T. Hughes, on Sep- 
tember 16th,—PIxIzE. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 11th Messrs. Medcalf, Farebrother, and Vian weighed-in roach. The 
worthy host, Mr. Vian, made his first essay in roach-fishing, and with success; but 
how could it have been otherwise under such able preceptors as Messrs. Medcalf and 
Farebrother? Members who are going to fish in the roaming match on the 18th 
inst. must sign the book on the Saturday night previous, and not start before the 
first train in the morning. Members or friends wishing to join us in our visit to 
Mr. Coomes, on August Ist, will please send in names as early as possible.— 
J. WORLEDGE. 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit of the 8.L.U.V.L. was paid to this society on Tuesday, July 6th, 
and was a great success, there being a good attendance of members of clubs. The 
harmony was well carried out by Mr. Jones (Clapham Junction). Mr. Cownden 
(Battersea Friendly), Mr. Wright (Second Surrey), Mr. L. Gibson (Putney United), 
Mr. Court (Bermondsey Brothers), Mr, Randle (Anglers’ Pride), Mr. Herbert (Putney 
United), Mr. Eveley (Waggoners), Mr. Zesseur (South London), Mr. Grant (Rodney), 
Mr. Webb and Mr, Miseldine (Battersea Friendly), Mr. Page (Peckham Brothers). 
On Mr. Court, the hon. sec., calling the roll eleven clubs answered, also Hammer- 
smith United, Clapham Junction, and Putney United. Takes during the week :— 
Mr. T, Denton, bream, the largest 41b. 30z.; Mr. HE, Andrews, roach ; Mr. H. Martin, 
roach and dace; Mr. Mumford, dace. A spread, given by Messrs. Gloster and 
Denton, will take place at the club-room, Queen’s Hotel, Queen’s-road, on Wednesday 
next, July 21st. Membersfree, On table at 8.30. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There are many satisfactory features about the Elections besides the result which 
they promise ; so it is with the weekly meetings of the Ye Olde Blacke Friars on 
every Friday evening, last Friday, the 9th inst., being no exception to the rule. Mr. 
Harry Dunn presided, with Mr. E. Green in the vice-chair. The prize-list was still 
further augmented, and membership increased. On the 11th inst. Messrs. W. 
Hutchins, G. Wilton, Oscar Fisher, G. Searle, J. Chambers, W. Grant, A. Chapman, 
R, Coombes, and J. Carter contested the first match this season for the three prizes, 
as previously announced :—Ist prize, Mr. W. Hutchins, 8}lb. bream; 2nd _ prize, Mr. 
Oscar Fisher, 331b. bream and roach; 3rd prize, Mr. G. Witton, roach, dace, and 
perch, 2lb. lloz. The other competitors had fish, Messrs. E, Green and W. Poole, 
on Monday, weighed-in roach, perch, and dace, 3lb, 90z. and 21b. 130z. respectively. 
On Tuesday, Mr. Harry Dunn scaled two barbel, 74lb., a small chub, and fourteen 
nice dace. In the evening, Mr. H. Dunn and Mr. John Smith visited the Silver 
Trout and received a cordial welcome, and a most interesting conversation on angling 
ensued—in fact, a visit to the Silver Trout is always agreeable and beneficial.—J OHN 
SMITH, hon, sec, 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The Anglers’ Benevolent Fund concert last Friday was poorly attended ; only two 
clubs were represented—yviz., Peckham Brothers and the Silver Trout. Mr. Page 
spoke during the evening, in his usual good style, as regards the benefits derived 
from being a member of the A.B.F., and no doubt a good many of our members will 
soon be subscribers. He said he was rather surprised at seeing so few clubs repre- 
sented, The reason clubs were not communicated with as regards concerts was 
because a notice had appeared in this paper since our last one, and it was thought 
writing was unnecessary, During the evening another gentleman was proposed— 
Mr. H. Massey, jun.; he will be balloted for next week. Two more prizes were 
promised by Mr. W. E. Messervey for next prize outing, and one by Mr, T. Bryan, 
for a 1lb, roach caught during the month, We had a kind invite from the Silver 





Trouts to pay them a visit; the date fixed is Tuesday, July 20th. Any friends or 
members of other societies are welcome to join us on that occasion. Our members 
were out in full force on the 11th inst. Amongst the weighers-in were Mr. H. 
Massey, 101b. bream ; Mr. 8S. Bryan, 41h. 20z. jack and roach; Mr. J. Smith, 3lb. 6oz. 
jack and bream ; and Mr. 8. Wertheim, 1lb. 100z. roach. Mr. H. Bryan was too late 
to weigh-in, which was very disappointing, for he hada nice show of roach from 
the Lea, of 7lb. 100z., four fish turning the scale at 2lb. We have a few vacancies, 
and any gentlemen wishing to join us can do so by attending on Sundays or Fridays 
at 8.30 at Brunswick Arms, Brunswick-street, Blackfriars—STEWART BRYAN, 


CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

Only two of our members, Messrs. Curson and Garratt, weighed-in on the 11th 
inst., they both having bream from the Norfolk Broads, but did not obtain the sport 
they expected to do, owing to the unpropitious state of the weather during their 
stay. [or information to anglers intending to pay Ormesby or the adjoining broads 
a visit, they would highly recommend the Sportsman’s Arms (by Samuel Richmond) 
which abuts on the broad, as a very convenient place to put up at, being very clean, 
comfortable, and reasonable in its charges; whilst the younger Richmond, a very 
civil and obliging sort of fellow, and who knows every inch oi the water, will see 
them righted as to boats, bait, &c., if necessary.—J ACKO, 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The forty-fifth regular meeting of this club was held on Monday, July 12. There 
were present Messrs. Millbourn, Barker, Fernandez, G. R. Reeves, G. Reeves, F. E. 
Longley. 8S. Clark, and others ; Mr. Millbourn in the chair. The minutes were read 
and confirmed. Mr, P. Bates was elected a member of the club. The hon. secretary 
announced the following takes :—Mr. Leigenberg, thirteen roach, the largest weigh- 
ing lib. ; three bream, weighing 2lb. 6oz. ; five dace, 21b. 240z., the largest weighing 
8i0z. Mr. Tracey, fourteen tench, weighing 13lb. 20z. Mr. Millbourn, thirteen 
bream, weighing 201b, 20z., and one perch, 11b. 340z.—I’. E. LONGLEY, hon, sec, 

CLAPTON, 

The weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Geo. Colls in the chair. The 
minutes of the 5th were approved and signed, and general ordinary business carried 
o it, including the ballot for three new members, who were duly elected. The 
chairman reported having had a day on the Thamesat Richmond, getting 91b. of fine 
dace, and several small barbel, which were returned. Mr. W. W. Thompson weighed- 
in a fine carp of 431b., taken from private waters. The secretary reported having 
sent notices for the return visit to the Clapton on Wednesday, the 14th inst., of the 
angling societies on the No.1 List, to all the clubs on that List. Mr. T. Verdun, our 
water-bailiff at Spring Hill, attended, and gave a most deplorable account of the , 
continued pollution of the Lea by the Tottenham sewage. To add to the destruc- 
tion of the fish, lime is now used in large quantities ; the result is that fish of all 
sorts and sizes are killed in shoals. I believe that, should this wholesale poisoning 
continue, a large portion of the Lea from the sewage works will be totally divested 
of living fish. Verdun, in a few minutes, took out two pailsful of dead fish, amongst 
them being a number of small jack. He brought upa splendid eel weighing up- 
wards of 321b,, poisoned by sewage, and numbers of others were also killed. A 
cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings—HENRY Howse, 
hon, sec. 

CALEDONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society have scarcely yet made a fair start this season, and 
with the exception of Mr. A, George, with 531b. roach from Moulsford; Mr. H. Chap- 
man, with 7lb, roach from the Rye House; and Mr. R. Mills, 4b. of the same fish 
from Broxbourne, nothing has been weighed-in ; but still more might have been 
done if we admitted small fish, and as our standard is rather high—viz., roach 8in., 
and other fish in proportion. We are quite content to wait until the time arrives to 
grace our tables with something worth looking at. We elected two new members 
at our meeting on Thursday last, and also arranged to fish for three prizes later on.— 
A. GEORGE, sec. : 

EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

This society held its usual weekly meeting at the club-house, 162, King-street, on 
Monday, the 12th inst., to make arrangements for the next contest, when it was 
decided it should take place on Tuesday, 20th inst., at Potter Heigham Sound, leaving 
Beach-station at 8.25 ; commence fishing at 10, and finish at 5.30. Members wish- 
ing to compete must pay their entries to the secretary, at 40, Fuller’s-hill, or at the 
club-house, before two o’clock on Monday, the day previous. Prizes will be arranged 
next meeting night, 19th inst. Some good takes of fish have been made during 
the last week. The president, Dr. Mitchell, weighed-in 36lb. of bream, taken in 
one hour and a half at Ormesby on the 8th inst., fishing from Monsey’s, Hels Foot. 
The fish were in splendid condition, and must have given good sport, as they aver- 
aged 2lb. each. Messrs. Lee and Bonfellow reported taking three stone of fish at 
Fritton on the 6th inst., including bream, perch, and roach ; also, on the 10th inst. 
at Fritton, two stone of fish, including bream of 23lb., roach of 11b., and two perch, 
weighing 3lb. Mr. W. Hunt reported taking 21lb. of rudd at Somerton on the 7th 
inst., largest fish weighing 15l1b.—W. Lownx, hon. sec. 


EDINBURGH AMATEUR ANGLING CLUB. 

The July river competition of this club was held on Saturday last. A hot, sultry 
day and low waters combined to make the results the worst ever obtained in a 
summer competition of this club ; and the first four competitors were only separated 
by a difference of half a pound. Results : first prize, Lewis Spence, 51b. 6oz. ; second 
prize, G. L. Cargey, 5lb.—T. SPENCER. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening, at 
the Masons’ Hall ‘Tavern, Masons’-ayenue, Basinghall-Street, Captain Alfred in the 
chair, The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and confirmed. Notice of 
a return visit to the Clapton Angling Society was read, and several members ex- 
pressed their intention of attending it. The report, and the newly-issued circular of 
the Anglers’ Association, pointing out the advantages of membership of the Associa- 
tion, werelaid before the meeting. A vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the 
business of a very pleasant evening.—H. 

GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. Bite < 

Our trays were well furnished on the 11th inst. with roach, dace, bream, and 
carp, contributed by Messrs. F. Lawrence, J. Ballard, C. Stebbings, H. Lake, S. 
Howell, H. Jefiries, and G. Caborn, the last named haying one bream scaling 341b. 
Mr. G. Brown also had a very good basket of roach, but arrived too late to 
weigh-in. Members are particularly requested to attend the meeting on the 19th 
inst. in full force, as there are four new members to be elected, and several other 
matters of importance to be settled.—J. J. Honus, sec. 

GOLDEN BARBELL, 

On the 4th inst. there was a very nice show of fish on the trays of this society, 
consisting of trout, barbel, chub, and roach, taken by M. de Perran from the 
Thames ; Mr. J. Green also had roach, Mr, J. Allen roach, Mr. E. Harrison perch, Mr. 
C. Bowring perch, Mr. G. Crow perch, Mr. J. Stanton bream, Mr. C. Stoner bream, Mr, 
C. Crow bream, Mr. W, Mendley bream, and Mr. A. Crow also had bream. On the 
6th inst. Mr. J. Stanton had a nice show of dace from Twickenham. On the 11th 
inst. the following exhibited fish :—M. de Perran, barbel, perch, and roach; Mr. J. 
Green, perch and roach ; Mr. C. Stoner, bream ; Mr. T. Adams, bream and jack ; Mr. 
G. Crow, bream and dace ; Mr. E. Henrie, bream and perch ; Messrs. A. and C. Crow, 
J. Roach, 8, Perkins, and E, Lockmuller also exhibited bream, roach, rudd, and dace, 
The total weight of fish amounted to about 501b.; all in very good condition. A 
smoking concert will take place at the York Minster, Foley-street, Middlesex 
Hospital, on the 17th inst., for the benefit of Mr. T, Bigsby, who has had the mis- 
fortune to meet with an accident.—PIXxIn, 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

I herewith forward report of our first month’s fishing, which has not been up to 
our usual average for the opening of the season, the fish being in a very backward 
concition, June 20th, from the Thames, W. Parkin, 41b. 14oz.; G. Watling, 
Ib. 1loz. ; J. K. Fitch, 11b. 30z., all roach, From Pulborough and Amberley, Messrs. 


-S, Parrett, J, Walker, 8, Baker, Robt, Hughes, and W, Brown weighed roach and 
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bream. Total, 11lb. June 27th, from Pulborough and Amberley, G. Watling, 
13lb. 1202. ; F. Watling, 41b. 7oz. ; Graves, 3lb. 120z.; Messrs. S. Smith, 8. Baker, 
and Brown also had bream and roach. From the Thames, Mr, W. Parkin, 41b. 
roach, and S, Parrett roach. From the Ouse, Mr. J. A. Fitch, 1lb. 80z.; from 
Dagenham, Mr, J. Hewitt, 1lb. 120z.; from Welsh Harp, W. Barnes, 2lb. 202. ; 
from the Lea, J. Wright, 1lb. 100z., and G. Cooper, 140z. Total, 361b. 100z. 
July 4th, from Pulboroughand Amberley, F’. Watling, 71b. 90z. ; G. Watling, 61b. 100z. ; 
Richard Hughes, 2lb. 7oz. Messrs. Brown, Graves, Parrett, and Robert Hughes 
also had bream and roach. From Welsh Harp, J. Cartwright, 3lb.; 8. Smith, 
llb. 40z, G. Cowper, from the Wey, 6lb. 90z.; C. Holmes, carp, 15oz. Total, 
291lb. 14oz, July 11, from Pulborough and An:berley, G. Watling, 7lb. lloz.; J. 
Cooper, 5lb, 120z.; Greaves, 31b. 80z.; S. Smith, 1lb. 100z.; J. Hewitt, 80z. From 
the Thames, I’, Watling, 91b. 150z. roach ; R. Watling, 41b. ; Cartwright, 41b. 7oz. ; 
Hambidge, 3lb, 6oz.; C. Holmes, 15oz. From Welsh Harp, W. Barnes, 2lb. 20z. ; 
F, Inker, carp, 21b. 100z. Total, 46lb. 80z. We fish at Pulborough and Amberley 
. on the 18th for four prizes presented by the Globe Angling Society. There will 
be a large number of members compete, and a very keen competition is antici- 
pated. We have just received a case of four dace from our preserver, Mr. Gib- 
son, Richmond-grove, Barnsbury, weighing respectively 940z., 1140z., 1140z., and 
12f0z., taken by Mr. J. A Fitch. <A case of better-preserved fish cannot possibly be 
found, and the members are exceedingly pleased with the latest addition to their 
collection.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 11th the members fished for four prizes for heaviest weights, given by 
Mr. T. Mead, Mr. G. H. Wood, Mr. R. Wells, Mr. A. Brockett ; and one by Mr. A. 
Pollard, for the heaviest single fish, The members to go where they please after 
10 o’clock on Saturday night and to weigh-in at the club room at 9.30 on the follow- 
ing night. The following are the winners :—lst prize, W. Pledger, 20lb. 5ioz. 
bream and roach ; 2nd, T. Haycox, 11lb. 12}0z. bream and roach; 3rd, A. Pollard, 
101b. 240z. roach ; 4th, H. Steadman, 8lb. lioz. roach; 5th, T. Haycox, heaviest 
single fish, bream 21b. l}oz. A. Dean had 6lb. 15}0z. bream, dace, and roach, one 
roach weighing 131b. ; 8. Cole, 5lb, 740z. roach and dace ; and A. Hattemore, 41b, 30z. 
roach.—It. GHURNEY, sec. 

JUNIOR PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the 13th inst. the above society held their half-yearly dinner at their new 
head-quarters, the Perseverance, Vassall-road, Brixton. The dinner was very 
numerously attended, upwards of 30 members being present, all of whom thoroughly 
enjoyed the varied repast set before them by their host, Mr. Vigurs. After the 
usual toasts the prizes were distributed, Mr. F. Chauntler taking the lion’s share. 
After listening to various songs, &c., rendered by Mr. J. Pearce and other artists, the 
company broke up, first giving a vote of thanks to Mr. Palmer and Mr. Hewitt, their 
worthy president and vice-president. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

There was a very good attendance of members at our quarterly meeting on the Ist 
inst., and everything passed off pleasantly. The quarierly account of receipts and 
payments, showing a balance to creditor of £8 15s. 11d., was passed and adopted. 
‘The fishing in the Ruabon Reservoir is to be continued for another twelvemonths, 
from Ist October next. It was decided to fish the competition in the Vyrnwy, at 
Llanymynech, on the 8th, going overnight at 11.45 p.m.,and to commence fishing im- 
mediately on arrival. This competition came off as arranged, and though the water 
was very low and clear, some very fair trout, chub, and perch were taken. The 
winners were: Fine fish, Mr. Woolfall, 1; Mr. Leaman, 2. Coarse fish: Mr. W. 
Francis, 1; Mr. A. Bleasdale, 2; Mr. R. Wilson, 3 (in the report I sent of one of 
our members taking over twenty jack out of Ellesmere Lake you put this name as 
Nelson).—RD, WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since the opening of the season our members have been very quiet. No doubt the 
warmth of the weather and several on their holidays accounts for it. Mr. Bunn has 
had a show on each meeting night, having had some nice bream, roach, and dace. 
Mr. May has showed perch, whilst Mr. Gillies has had bream and roach. At our 
weekly meeting on Wednesday evening, the president, Mr. Ashton, in the chair, the 
minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed, and the usual business got through. 
Should the weather be favourable on the 18th inst., we exp2ct to have a good show, 
as several of our members signified their intention to be “ amongst them.” Any gentle- 
man wishing to join a society, by giving a call at the Radnor Arms, King 
Henry’s-walk, Mildmay-park, on any evening, he will be shown our book of rules.— 
A MAY, hon. sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The peg-down match, previously announced, came off on the 11th inst. at Bourne 
End, and proved a miserable failure, as only three first prizes were taken, the wind 
blowing a gale, and being greatly annoyed by the visitors returning from Henley, — 
G, T. FLETCHER, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

Several members fished the Thames on the 11th inst. for barbel, but had very 
poor sport, the fish running small. Mr, Aldis weighed-in jack from Hlstree ; 
Mr. Swain, perch and.chub_ from the Thames ; Mr, Culpitt, roach_—W. GREENWOOD, 
sec. 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was never a more enjoyable outing in the annals of this club (according 
to members who have belonged to it since its commencement, some twenty years ago 
or so) than our annual free outing to Medmenham on the 11th. Mr. Chart won the 
first prize with 5lb. of roach, closely followed by Messrs. Atkins and Hughes, 
respectively second andthird. During the last three weeks, I am happy to say that 
we have entered upon our books the names of five promising fishing members, and 
one honorary member.—S. A. HAWKINS, sec. 


ROYAL SOVEREIGN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special general meeting of the above society was held on July 8th, when we had 
a fine show of fish from the Kennet. Trout, jack, chub, roach, dace, and perch by 
Mr. J. H. Ellis; trout, roach,and dace by Mr. Harry Short, most of the fish being 
very fine—a chub of 3lb., several roach over llb., and a dace measuring 11}in. 
being amonst the number, and all in splendid condition. During the evening several 
prizes were given, and arrangements were made for two competitions—one for 
Thursday, 22nd July, in the Lea, and another for July 25th, at Amberley. Since 
our last report, fish have been shown by Messrs. Short, Jones, Bartlett, Hawkridge, 
Peace, and Whenn. Our meetings from July 28th will be held on Wednesdays, 
instead of Thursdaysas heretofore.—W. J. WHENN, hon. sec. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 11th inst., Mr. ©. A. Pocock led the way with barbel, bream, and roach ; 
Mr. Clarke followed with bream and roach, Mr. R. Chantry with roach and dace, 
Mr. Moulton, roach and dace; Mr. Hill, dace, roach, and perch ; ©. G, Pocock, roach 
and bream; J. Smith, roach and bream ; Mr. Wigley, dace ; and Mr. Line also had 

-anice lot of roach and dace from the Thames. At the meeting held on the 14th 
the committee decided that a competition take place on the 25th inst., all members 
go together, for three prizes in addition to the three prizes already given for July. 
The where and how to be decided by ballot by the members on Wednesday, July 
21st. Members interested please attend, and oblige—PIXxIn. 


RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club met on the 14th, at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, H.C. Our first prize competition closed on the 11th inst., Mr. 
Richard Sharpless winning Mr. Ward’s prize, and Mr. Robert Sharpless being the 
winner of the prize given by Mr. F. W. Garcia. Mr. Richard Sharpless and Mr. 
Piggott were the only members that weighed-in on the 11th. Our return visit will 
take place on the 27th inst. Mr. Edmonstone will preside at the piano, and a hearty 
welcome will be accorded to all anglers who fayour us with their company on that 
occasion,—C, PIaGort, sec, 








RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening, the 7th inst., the summer dinner of this society was held 
at the Mitre Hotel, Hampton Court. There was not such a large attendance as could 
have been wished, owing principally to the numerous other attractions taking place 
on the same day, such as Henley Regatta, the Richmond Flower Show, &c. During 
the day a competition had taken place, The first prize, given by Mr. Blamey, was 
won by the donor, who has generously again offered it to be competed for, The 
second was won by Mr. Nichols, the third by Mr. Mitchells, and the fourth by Mr. 
G. A, W. Griffiths. In addition to the first prize, the third was given by Mr. 
Blamey, and the second and fourth by the society. The fish haying been weighed-in 
at a quarter past six, at seven about forty members and friends sat down to a dinner 
provided by Mr, Sadler, and although it has been remarked on previous years how 
well we have been served, this year Mr. Sadler certainly did everything in a style 
which, if possible, surpassed his previous efforts. Mr. A. J. Little, who had come up 
from Southsea on purpose, took the ‘chair, having on his right Sir Randall 
Roberts, Bart., and on his left General Bishop. The vice-chairs were taken by Mr. 
Dickinson and Mr. H. B. Terrill. The toast list was a long one ; but so excellent 
were the speeches made, that it did not seem to become tedious to those present, 
and, furthermore, songs, splendidly sung, came between each toast, and relieved 
the monotony, if any existed. Mr. Grimsdick, who has often been kind enough to 
let the Richmond Piscatorials hear his beautiful tenor voice, sang “The Death of 
Nelson,” and when he appeared at the piano, and had finished his song, it is almost 
needless to say he wasenthusiastically applauded, I again take this opportunity, as 
honorary secretary of the society, of thanking Mr. Grimsdick for his kindness, and 
can assure him that it is thoroughly appreciated by the society in general. Mr. 
Evans sang, “ Come into the Garden, Maud,” splendidly, and received an enthusiastic 
encore, to which he kindly responded with “ Tom Bowling.” Mr. Larkins’ singing 
was also much appreciated. Altogether a most pleasant evening was spent, and a 
wise old owl who happened to look down from his perch in one of the chestnut 
trees in Bushey Park about half-past eleven that night, saw the lights of bicycles, 
tricycles, and carriages go flashing past, and came to the conclusion that the mortals 
composing that body were a very happy set of men.—H. CLIrFFoRD TAMAN, hon. sec. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The sixth annual dinner of the above took place at the club-house on Wednesday, 
the 7th inst., Mr. W. C. Barnes accomplishing his task in a most satisfactory 
manner. Mr. Alf. Organ presided, and also looked to the floral decoration of the 
table, a duty he discharged most liberally and efficiently. Several professional 
friends were present, and highly entertained the company with their vocal contri- 
butions, both comic and sentimental. The toast of the evening, “Success to the 
Stoke Newington Angling Society was received with great cheering. The healths 
of the “ Chairman,” “ Host and Hostess,” and ‘ Secretary ” were drank with musical 
honours, and the three times three must have caused the neighbours to bless us. 
We had to keep the ball rolling without intermission to complete the programme 
before time was called, and everyone left perfectly satisfied with the night’s enter- 
tainment. The shows of fish the last fortnight have been very fair considering 
the weather and early state of the season. The following are the items on the 4th 
inst. :—Mr. T. Millington, 7lb. roach and bream ; Messrs. Webb and Harris, a few 
roach. On the 1lthinst., Mr. Millington, 7lb. 130z. bream and roach ; Mr. EH. Hagger, 
6lb.1oz. bream and roach; Mr.-W. Webb, Ilb. 3%0z. roach and a small jack ; and 
Messrs. Gretton and Harris a few perch.—THOS, GRETTON, 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The next return visit on this List will take place on Tuesday, July 20th, at the 
Grange Angling Society, the Earl of Derby, Grange-road, Bermondsey, when I hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing as many anglers and friends as can make it convenient 
to attend.—J. CouRT, hon. sec. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several of our members were out on the 11th inst. Some had very good sport, 
while others returned with blanks. The following members weighed-in :—Messrs. 
H. Tyler, roach ; J. Payne, bream; F. Beak, carp and roach; F. Watts, bream and 
roach ; F. Morse, roach ; — Smith, roach ; J. Currans, roach and dace ; W. Windred, 
a nice carp of 3lb. Hope next week to see those who got blanks get fish.—H. 
TYLER. 

UNITED DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF WORCESTERSHIRE ANGLING 

SOCIETIES. 

Anglers, who a few years ago could be numbered in hundreds, are now in théir 
thousands. Angling clubs have sprung up in all the principal towns in the coun- 
try, and all seem to prosper ; angling has become one of our most favourite national 
sports. In Worcester alone there are four flourishing clubs ; but the anglers in this 
city and county have for years been complaining of the gradual decrease of white 
fish, which they attribute to the use by fishermen of small-meshed nets, with which 
in the early spring they take enormous quantities of fish full of spawn, thereby 
destroying the sport of the angler and the food of the people. Atthe meeting of 
the Severn Board of Conservators, held at the Shirehall, Welshpool, on Thursday, 
the 8th inst., Mr. R. Wingfield moved the following resolution :—“ That the board, 
under the powers conferred upon them by the Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1884, make 
the following by-law :‘In that part of the river Severn as is situated below the 
mouth of the river Verniew, and above the weir at Tewkesbury, the use of any mode 
or instrument of fishing for freshwater fish, except a rod and line, a landing-net 
(used as auxiliary to angling with a rod and line), and fixed nets for taking eels, is 
hereby prohibited. Any person offending against this by-law is liable to a penalty 
not exceeding £5 for each offence. All nets, instruments, and devices used in con- 
travention of the by-law, and all fish found in the possession of any person contra- 
yening the by-law, or caught by any such means, shall be seized and forfeited upon 
summary conviction of any person contravening the by-law.’” In a lengthy speech, 
he referred to the growing importance of angling societies, the grievances of anglers 
in the Worcester and Shropshire districts, and their claims on the Board of Conser- 
vators. He stated that in the Worcester district alone 1,833 shilling trout licenses 
were issued last year, which paid £91 13s. to the funds of the Fishery Board ; while 
licenses for nets, fixed engines, and endorsements realised only £9 8s. 6d. ; for the 
whole of Worcestershire, rod and line licenses paid £184 lls., against £15 15s. 6d. 
for nets, &c. ; and for the whole of the Severn Fishery District, £390 3s. was last year 
paid for 1s. licenses for rods and lines, In the interests of the board he urged the 
necessity of abolishing small-meshed nets and granting the by-law asked for. In 
the interests of anglers he urged the justice of passing this by-law, for, as the board 
compel anglers to take a license to fish, it was their duty to protect their sport. In 
the interest of the great masses of the public he asked them to pass this by-law, for 
it would increase the food supply of the county. The resolution was most ably 
seconded by Mr, Y. A. Griffin, who made some very practical remarks, and showed 
that it would be not only beneficial to anglers, but to the net fishermen. The resolu- 
tion was put to the vote and passed, with only one dissentient. On behalf of the 
district committee, I tender to Messrs. Wingfield and Griffin the anglers’ heartfelt 
thanks, and hope that something will be done to recognise their services.—A. 


LAOROIX, sec. 
WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a pretty fair. attendance of members on Thursday, when two new 
members were balloted for and elected. Several of our members were out on the 
11th, Messrs. Whetstone, Clegg, and Ilsley having a good show of roach and dace 
from the Thames. The Waggoners will be pleased to welcome any brother anglers 
on Thursday nights.—J. Russ, hon. sec. 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

The weekly meeting of the above club took place as usual at the club-house, when 
there was again a splendid show of roach,. bream, and dace from the Thames. Our 
new member attended, and a very nice evening was passed by those present. A 
letter of thanks was read from our borough Member, Major-General Goldsworthy, 
on his re-election, A vote of thanks to the chair and the vice-chair closed the meet- 
ing,—B, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

BrcInNER.—Almost any small trout fly with a bit of wash-leather on the hook will 
do for dace, The difficulty is generally not to finda particular fly that they will 
take, but to make them take any fly at all. In some streams they are easily to be 
caught, in others very difficult. A small bluebottle fly and the small common 
house fly will generally kill if put on a small hook and cast as an artificial fly 
is cast. 

Pat.—Your sample of line has been reported on by “ Pater,” who says: “The 
materials are rascally bad, but the workmanship and dressing are excellent, the 
result being a most taking but deceptive article.” 

H, Moreton (Swansea).—You cannot do better than cross the Bristol Channel and 
stay at Lynmouth ; or higher up the Lynn, at Brendon, you would get lodgings 
much cheaper, Get a copy of ‘ Trout-fishing in Rapid Streams,” post free for 2s, 6d. 
of Sampson Low and Oo., 188," Fleet-street, London, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


EYED-HOOKS: THEIR HOLDING POWER. 

Si1r,—Letters in the “ F. G.” of late state that eyed-hooks are lessefficient in hook- 
ing and holding fish than hooks fastened by wrapping on to gut. I believe this to be 
without real foundation, and Iam prepared to prove it as far as practical experi- 
ment can demonstrate the matter. f 

As an old fly-fisher, and for years before I ever thought of eyed-hooks, I used to 
be astonished at the way fish—grayling in particular—would sometimes “ pluck” 
at small flies in rough and rapid streams without getting fastened by the hooks. 
How they can contrive to touch small-hooked “ Palmers” and ‘“ Bumbles” without 
being hooked has always puzzled me ; but in fishing with eyed-hooks during the last 
eight years I have not noticed any greater deficiency in hooking fish to the rise than 
formerly, and I believe it to be imaginary on the part of those who assert it to be so, 
or to some deficiency on the part of the trout in taking the fly into the mouth, and 
not to the eyed-hook, 

It must necessarily be entirely guesswork as to what takes place in the mouth of 
a fish under water and at some distance from the angler ; but as the efficiency of any 
hook in fastening a fish must depend mainly on the correctness of the impact of the 
point for penetration, if a hook can be shown practically to excel in this way in 
contact with soft substances when tested by pull on the gut by hand, and the same 
direction as occurs from the stroke of the rod, it ought to be admitted that an 
equally good result will be obtained by such hook on the skin of the mouth ofa 
fish in the water. 

This is too long and intricate a question to debate in the columns of the 
“FF, G.,” but I have prepared and sent to the Editor a set of trial hooks of various 
kinds and sizes, with a variety of forms of eye, and method of fastening gut 
thereto, and an explanatory letter of the method of using them to test this question, 
which I have no doubt the Editor will be kind enough to forward (on loan) to 
any gentleman who may take an interest in the subject, and care to put my 
examples to the test of practical experiment, and I shall be much surprised if 
those who test them carefully as directed do not come to the same conclusion as I 
have done—viz., that if there is any difference in efficiency, the advantage clearly 
rests with the eyed-hook (if properly fastened on), in preference to the one wrapped 
on gut, as to direction of pull and point impact. Beyond that it is impossible to 
go, and any further opinion must be the result of imagination.—I am, &c., 

GEORGE BANKART. 

P.S.—When I say ‘“‘ properly fastened on,” I mean by “double-entry” knot. This 
knot gives the firmest grip of the hook, the most direct “ pull” in line with under- 
side of shank, and the greatest amount of wear for continued casting. 


[We shall be happy to forward Mr. Bankart’s letter toany gentleman who will 
undertake to return it to us within three days.—ED. ] 





AN EDINBURGH ANGLER ON THE EYED-HOOK, 

Srir,—Having used eyed-hooks for some time, my experience with them has been 
r&ther disappointing. In common with many others, I fail to hook my fish, though 
I cannot say that I have lost more fish when once hooked with them than with 
ordinary flies. 

. Now, I do not think the shape of the hook has anything to do with this, seeing 
that I find Hall’s pattern of large hooks does splendidly with worm, 

Those of us who have been accustomod to soft, light hackles on our flies, will, I 
am persuaded, find that the stiff, rather bushy, hackles used to assist the floating of 
the flies, have a good deal to do with their non-success in striking fish. 

Then, again, from the extra weight at the head, from the metal eye and knot, the 
fly, when properly “cocked,” swims rather “down by the head,” not forming a 
perfectly straight line with the gut. 

But probably the best reason of all is that with these floating flies one raises a 
large number of shy fish, which one might not get a rise out of at all with flies 
dressed on gut. 

For myself, I must confess to preferring my flies dressed on gut, even for rivers 
and burns; and I can, from considerable experience, sustain Mr. Murdoch’s verdict 
that eyed-hooks are little use on lochs, as I have used them at least a couple of 
dozen times upon Loch Leven and other lochs during the last two seasons without 
taking a single trout with them.—I am, &c., T. SPENCE, 

Edinburgh. 


[Dr. Spence is an angler of very great experience. We think it was Mr. Malloch, 
and not Mr, Murdoch, who said he did not like eyed-hooks for loch-fishing.—Ep. | 


TROUT WORRYING AN EEL. 

S1r,—I witnessed rather an extraordinary occurrence the other day, which I think is 
worthy of netice. Ina backwater of the Dove, under a bridge, a trout, about 11b. 
weight, was seen struggling with an eel about 8in, or Yin. long. As the water was 
quite clear I and several others could see everything that took place, and for fullya 
quarter of an hour we watched the fish : it seemed to be playing with the eel, catch- 
ing it sometimes by the tail, but more often by the head. It would let the eel swim 
away, and then rushed on it ferociously and shook it like a terrier would a rat. This 
was repeated several times, and, finally, it got the eel’s head well in its mouth, and 
was distinctly seen to be chewing it for some minutes and seemed to be gorging it ; 
but it let the eel swim away, and went through the first performance again, rushing 
at it more ferociously than ever. 

Unfortunately, one of the spectators leant too far over the parapet, and the trout 
saw him and moved under the arch, taking care, however, to take the eel with him. 
Thavye never heard before of trout devouring eels, and it was unfortunate that we 
were unable to see the end, 

The Dove has run very low and clear, and there will be no good fishing until rain 
comes.—I am, Xc., J. A. Hurton, 

Victoria Park, Manchester. 

[A few years back Major Turle found a fine Test trout choked by an eel it had 
may ° swallow ; but we never before heard of a trout worrying an eelin this 
way.—ED. 





; ; FISHING NEAR MORECAMBE, 

Srr,—Will you or some of your correspondents inform me if there is any good 
bottom-fishing at or near Morecambe, and if the same is under a society, or would 
permission have to be obtained through other sources ?—I am, &c,, 


July 12, H, §, 


BLUE MAHOE FOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS. 

Srr,-—I consider “ W. J. C.’s” letter in your issue of the 3rd inst. one of great 
interest to all anglers, and I trust that his suggestion may bethoroughly carried out 
by some good practical men. His assertion as to greenheart being “the only really 
suitable wood we have ” is too sweeping. 

The blue mahoe rods made by J. S. Ogden, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, 
possess all the virtues of greenheart, besides being considerably lighter (no small 
item in a long day’s fishing). A great many of my friends use Ogden’s blue mahoe 
rods, and all give the most complete satisfaction, from his multwm in parvo to 19ft. 
salmon rods.—I am, &e., 

Neath, July 9. Ne Sani 

[It should be remembered that there is mahoe and mahoe. Mr. James Ogden, of 
28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, sends us a sample which has quite changed our 
opinion of this wood, and we have asked him to make a rod from it, Our only 
previous practical experience of this wood was in a rod from another maker, which 
was the most flabby rod we ever handled. Judging from the sample before us, we 


should say “ N, 8, W.” is not far out in his opinion of blue mahoe.—ED. | : 


SEA-TROUT AND GRILSE-FISHING QUERIES. 

Srr,—Would your correspondent, “ Sentry,” kindly inform me what the terms for 
sea-trout and grilse-fishing are at Oughterard, Recess, and Screet? The Anglers’ 
Diary for 1883 states that the fishing at Screet House is taken by Mr. Broadwood, 
and that the charges for fishing at Recess are £8 a month, or 10s. a day. This is 
rather stiff for ordinary individuals, and I hope that “ Sentry ” refers to some water 
not mentioned in the Diary. I am looking out for a suitable place to spend my 
autumn holiday in, and should be glad of further information about these places, 
and also if minnow and worm-fishing are allowed, and if suitable flies can be 
obtained in the neighbourhood? I see that “An Unfortunate Angler” complains 
that he cannot get red worms. Mr, Haton, of Matlock Bath, and Mr. Bastard, of 
Torrington, North Devon, have always sent me a good supply when I have been in 
wantof them. Iquite agree with you in the discussion on eyed-hooks w7'sus hooks 
tied on gut, having tried the former on the Wye at Bakewell, where, as you no doubt 
know, one cannot afford to merely prick fish, and I soon gave them up in despair ; but 
Tam inclined to think that “ W. J. C.” is right whenthe says the eyed-hooks are made 
too narrow, and that the eye should be made straight.—I am, &c., 

THOMAS BOWLING. 

[There are strong objections to the straight eye if you want a rigid fastening ; if 
it is not rigid, the fly flops about and fouls the line.—Ep. | 





RED WORMS. 
Srr,—I should be glad to supply your correspondent, or other anglers, with any 
number of red worms at 9d. per hundred, the recipient of such to pay carriage—I 
am, &¢., 


Marquis of Granby, Lowerhead-row, Leeds. GrorGE LAMB. 





Str,—In answer to your correspondent, “An Unfortunate Angler,” I beg to say 
we should be happy to supply him with red worms, or any other kind of bait, 
through the post.—I am, Xc., 

40, Fetter-lane. 


Sir,—In reply to inquiry in last week’s FISHING GAZETTE on this subject, I beg to 
say I shall be happy to supply any angler with the above.—I am, Xc., 
62, Wandsworth-road, 8.W., July 12. 


J. GILLETT. 





A. BULMER. 





MESSRS. 8, ALLCOCK AND CO.’S LINES, 

Sir,—In reference to the correspondence on the subject of waterproof silk lines, 
we beg to forward you samples of our Standard Waterproof Silk Lines, as advertised 
in your paper, and also of the same lines not waterproofed. These lines were tested 
against the American lines at the Fisheries Exhibition, and proved much superior, as 
the breaking strain was greater.—We are, K¢., 

Standard Works, Redditch, July 14th. 8. ALLCOCK AND Co, 

[ Messrs. 8. Allcock and Oo.’s trade mark (a stag) is known all over the world and 
respected ; indeed, in many parts of the Continent the only hooks which the fisher- 
men will buy are those of the “stag” brand. These lines areall they pretend to be— 
good, honest silk, equal to anything we have seen, either English or American. We 
will send samples to “ Pater,” although paternal wisdom is quite unnecessary in such 
aclear case as this—ED. | 





ENGLISH SILK LINES. 

Srr,—I cry “ Peceayi!” for the English manufacturers of fishing lines have 
overwhelmed me with so many exquisitely fine specimens of pure silk braids that I 
must perforce say, “ Hold, enough!” ‘The specimens received from retailers 
have, for the most part, been composed of rubbish ; and I am somewhat disappointed 
that the only genuine samples of pure silk have come from makers who supply the 
trade. One of these makers puts the case very fairly when he says that many lines 
are “made from such a low quality of silk that they are in every way inferior to 
lines made from either jute or flax, and it has often been a wonder to me how such 
goods could be sold either in the plain or dressed state ; but if the trade look more to 
prices than quality, there is no encouragement to manufacturers to aim at a high 
standard of the latter.’ The writer of this letter, Mr. Carswell, Mitchell-street, 
Glasgow, inclosed one of the most beautifully soft samples of pure braided silk line 
that [ever handled or saw ; but I have never met with anything like it in the retail 
trade, and I, therefore, suppose that the trade will not pay the price, although it is 
not more than half what I recently paid for a shoddy imitation. One of the best 
specimens of dressed silk came from Mr. E, F. Prickman, North-street, Exeter ; and 
two samples from a working-man line-maker, named Newell, of Leek, were also very 
good for raw silk. Mr. Howarth, Station-street, Burton-on-Trent, has been victimised 
by manufacturers; but he has had an eye-opener, and is now on the right track, and 
may be relied on for the genuine article in future. Although the retail trade is 
flooded with bogus lines, which are being sold as pure silk, it is clear that English 
manufacturers can, if they choose, produce the genuine article at prices which would 
give the retailers from 25 to 50 per cent. profit if they charged the same,.as many of 
them do now, for base imitations, Unfortunately, it is almost impossible for anyone 
but an expert to distinguish between the real and the sham in heavily-dressed lines, 
and it is, therefore, safer for an amateur to buy an undressed silk line, about which 
he cannot well be deceived.—I am, &c., PATER. 

[Weare glad that “ Pater” is able to clear the British manufacturer, and we hope 
anglers will benefit by his remarks, Wecan recommend our readers to write for 
samples to Mr. G. F. Prickman, 12, North-street, Exeter. His lines are well-dressed 
pure silk, and range from 2s. to 3s. 3d. per score yards, Mr. Newell, of Leek, has 
also a first-class dressing for his lines.— ED. } 


SILK LINES AND WORMS. . 

Sir,—We inclose sample of a pure silk line which we sell at 6s, per one hundred 
yards, We also beg to say that we send worms by post to any part of the country,— 
We are, &c., 

10, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn-fields. F, T, WILLIAMS AND.Co. 

|The line is a very good one, of pure silk ; the only fault, if it is a fault, we can 
find with it is thatit is not very closely plaited, but is doubtless all the stronger for 
that reason.—ED, | 











A QUERY ABOUT THE TEIFI. 

Srr,—Can you, or any of your numerous readers, oblige me with information as to 
the best flies (both as to the size and pattern) to be used during August and Sep- 
tember on the river Teifi, South Wales? I refer to salmon-fishing only, I beg to 
inclose my card.—I am, &c.,, 

London, July 13th, let d Cs 

[ For remainder of CORRESPONDENCE see page 40.) 
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AWARDS, 


Bergen... 
Havre ...... Rape 
Amsterdam... 


Melbourne ... 






W. WOODFIELD AN 
Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &e, 


Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns. 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “* Hall’s Hyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not gennine. 


To be obtained in London of WATSON & HANCOCK, 308, HIGH HOLBORN, 
WHOLESALE AND FOR EXPORTATION. 


PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION, 
The NATIVE GUANO COMPANY 
Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTER ficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &c., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29,New Bridge-st. , plackfriars, London, H.C. 


TROUT FLIE 


(Dressed with Upright Split Wings for Dry Fly-Fishing. 
On Wyed-Hooks, 1s, 9d. doz. On Fincst Drawn Gut, 1s, 6d. doz. Postage extra, 
THE “MARSTON” TAPER TROUT CASTS 


8d. each; 7s. 6d. per doz. 


























* An excellent selection. . . His list includes a score of the most reliable and killing patterns 
which have ever been invented. . . , . Mr.Shrubsole’s flies on gut are beauties. . . . In fact, 
if using one of his flies on gut, we should feel more certain of hooking our fish”’—FISHING GAZETTH, 
April 10, 1886. 

“JT have duly received your Trout Flies, 
Gro. M, KELSON, March 25, 1586. 

“The ‘Marston’ gut collars are excellent ; in fact, we wonder how they can be sold at the price Mr, 
8, quotes "—TIsHING GAZHTTH, September 12, 1585, 

“Mr. Shrubsole sends us a few Trout Flies. . . . . they are beautifully dressed, true to nature, 
and ofthe best materials.”—Land and Water, March 27, 1886. 


CUSTOMERS’ OWN PATTERNS DRESSED TO ORDER. 


Send Stamp for List to 
EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE, 49, TUNBRIDGE ROAD, MAIDSTONE. 


HARDY’S CELEBRATED GOLD MEDAL 
| BUIL.T CANE 


RODS. 


From 8 Guineas each. 


ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 
ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. 


. I consider them exceptionally well-dressed.”— 












menting, 


After ERE: 
Awarded 25 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 
1881. QUR GREAT SUCCESS with these celebrated rods 


Before ce 


has started a host of imitators. BEWARE OF IMITA- 
TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” 
advertised by pretended manufacturers, but who are in truth only 
buyers and sellers of anything they can make into money. 


SIGNIFICANT FACT. We were awarded THE 
ONLY GOLD MEDAL. for Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for 


Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition, London, 1883. 

Kither single built, double built, or steel centre. The lightest, 
most powerful, and durable rods made. FYE GUARANTEE 
that they will stand uninjured the most severe angling test that can 
be applied. Only Makers of the Special “ Alnwick” Greenheart 
Salmon and Trout Rods, which may be had with our Patent Lock- 
Fast Joints and Improved Serrated Ferrules. The “ Hotspur” and 
the “Guinea” Trout Fly Rods, all Hand-made from the finest 
seasoned materials only. Salmon and Trout Flies from Stock or 
made to Order for all parts of the World. Gut Lines, Reels, Reel 
Lines, Fishing Baskets, Brogues, Waders, &c., all in our own Special 
Patterns, which cannot be supplied by any other house. 

Send for Illustrated Catalogue for 1886, Post Free, 3 stamps. 


nwiex, Northumberland 


; London and 
dt ‘al ) NorthBritish 
a Works, 


WITH UNBROKEN SKIN. 

“Examined by the microscope the gut is much 
rounder and moreperfect in structure than any I 
have seen, also smaller in diameter; some of the 
lengths are 3-1,000tbs of an inch only. Its transe 
parency is also very great, and there are seeu no 
fibres along the length, which is so common with 
the ordinary drawn gut. Please send two more 
hanks.”—J. HAWKSLEY, Hsq.. Londoa. 

P.9.0. to be payable to Failsworth. 








“ Mr. Holland, under Mr. H,. 


F FLIES ON GUT (Mr. Tod’s Prisciple). 
«Tam very mitch pleaged with the flies ; they are just what I wanied,”—From FRANCIS FRANCIS, Hisq. 
8. Hali’s icstruction, has carcied this department of fly-tying! to | 


special excellence.”—H. CHOLMONDELWY-PENNELL, Haq,, in the Badminton Library. 
“T never saw anything more life-like or perfect,”—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, Esq. 


-G, HOLLAWD, 4, COOKE STREET, FAILSWORTH, HEAR MANCHESTER, 


W. BARTLEET & SONS 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


__, TESTED FISH HOOKS. 

THE ~ ARCHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES. 
FISHING RODS AND TACKLE, &, &. 

IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTORY: ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH (Wholesale Only). 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 


American Hexagonal Built CaneSalmon& TroutRods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES. 








we 


SECTIONS UNITED. 
PERFECT BALANCE, 


IN SECTIONS OF 
EQUILATERAL TRIANGLES. 
THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE POWERFUL ACTION, AND 
: COMBINATION. UNEQUALLED FOR DURABILITY. 
Particular attention is given to the Manufacture of these Rods, selected Canes 
only being worked up, and first-class skilled workmen employed. A waterproof 
cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be separated. Specially-prepared 
varnish is also used, which renders the rods absolutely waterproof. 
A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected 
by means of a NEW AND REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULB, draw- 
ings of which are herewith given :— 

























































































Fig. A shows the Serrated ferrule as fixed, before the silk bindings are put on, 
Fig. B shows the same ferrule with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the 
metal from cutting through the cane. 

With these unprecedented advantages the “MALLESON” are the very Best 
and Cheapest American Cane-Built Rods in the Market. They can be obtained 
from any Vishing Tackle Dealer in the United Kingdom. 





Lonpon House (Wholesale Only) : 
H. WALKER, 55, GRESHAM STREET, E.C. 


“'The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANOIS, in “By Lake and River,” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 2-2... 


Leaded or Unleaded, 3 


DOES NOT DOUBLE UP WHILE CASTING, 


The Improved Leaded Minnow requires no sinker on the trace, carries out a long line, fishes deeper, 
inflates as before, and spins. better than ever, 

In the Improved Unleaded Minnow, as in the other, the hooks cannot get entangled in each other 
while casting, otherwise the bait is the same as formerly.made, and practically as light. 

Supplies a decided want to Anglers, and is highly approved of by the FISHING GAZETTE and many 
experienced fishers. 

Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make, 

None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on the spinner, 

WM. BROWN, 36, George Street, ABERDEEN. 


SPEOUALTTYES TO BE HAD OF ALL TACKLE MAKERS 


THESTANDARD WATERPROOF BRAIDED TROUT AND SALMON LINES, 
Warranted Pure Silk of the Very Best Quality. 
TANNED PLAITED FLAX FOR PIKE FISHING, &c., &e. 
SPLIT UPRIGHT WING TROUT FLIES. 


S. ALLCOCK AND CO’S 


Cang-Bullt Trout and Salmon Rods. 


TROUT RODS MADE. IN ALL THE MOST RELIABLE WOODS. 


Well Seasoned, 











The New Registered Princess Brook Rod for Trout. The Leveson Patent 
Salmon Book. The Patent Collapsing Bait Kettle. The Patent Tube Fishing 
Stool. Mr. Marston’s Rod, The Patent Depth Register for Ascertaining Depth of 
Water. 

Sole Proprietors of 
WILLIAMS’ PATENT LANDING RING AND HANDLE SOCKETS. 
AWATDS.—GOLD MEDALS:—PARIS, BERLIN, WURSBURG, 
NORWICH, CALCUTTA. 
HIGHEST .AWARDS TORONTO, M@LBOURNE, SYDNEY, 
ADELAIDE, MURCIA, SOUTH AFRICA, &c. 

All our Best Gut Cast Lines bear our Trade Mark. Made 
from specially selected Spanish Gut from our 
Manufactory in Spain. 

and CO.’S Goods can only bo had from 
Tackle Makers. 
STANDARD WORKS, REDDITCH. 


8. ALLCOC! 





Sole Agents for CAPTAIN INGLIS’S PATHNT SALMON FLY CASE, which can be had from all 


Fishing Tackle Makers. 
EYED FLIES AND HOW 


~ HOOKS. | FLOATING 
TO DRESS THEM. 
By F. M. HALFORD, Esq. 


“ Detached Badger’”’ 0/ the FELD. 


Guaranteed correct Patteras of the above can 
only be had from G. HOLLAND, the only person 
in the Kingdom who ties RHAL Floaters on either 
gut or eyed-hook, 
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=a asad) Car ied INTERNATIONAL 
Steeled Rods, &c. FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


METAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


satisfactory after T 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIBLD :— 
Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


““ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘ 


t the ends und trong ifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that 
Be ee cathe eon ; I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite g good for the chances of 1886. They 


for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 





ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE- 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
Twelve Months wear. 





FIRST TIME 
OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE, 


On receiving sample lengths, I 
T ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“T have used the IMPROV ED ‘ACME’ LINE last season and this. 
or AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.’ 


The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. 


You HAVE GOT HOLD 


Pennell’s Patent ‘‘Whip-Lash’’ Taper Lines (Metil- 2entved), the Improved “ Acm2"’ Lines, The “Indestructible” 


Original Waterproof Siik (price 1s, 6d. per score yards) and the 


score), are solely manufactured by us. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE 


Have acquired WORLD-WIDE aie for LIGHTNESS, 


Finest Gossamer Silk Livz-Bait Lines (Is, 8d. per 


LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 
MARK, AND THE WORD 


THE NEW STEEL CENTRED RODS 


(Invented by the late David Foster) 
unequalled STRENGTH, perfection of WORKMANSHIP, 


“PATENT” ON LABEL. 


and for 


DURABILITY. They are recommended by all who use them. 


THE GREAT SUCCESS OF THE ORIGINAL STEEL CENTRED ROD 


Has induced unprincipled traders and makers to VICTIMISE the unsuspecting with COUNTERFEIT COPIES. The Original Steeled Rod 


has a stout metallic backbone. 


To escape piano wire-centred imitations, INVEST IN THE ORIGINAL, 


which ‘NEVER FAILS 


TO MERIT SATISFACTION. 


Prices—9ft. to 12ft., 45s.; Ist Quality, 49s, 


With Centre Winch, 51s. 6d, and 59s, 6d, Weight of 10ft, Rod is 7oz, 
PRICE LISTS, SHOWING PRICES OF RODS, REELS, LINES, FLIES, 


&c., 2 Stamps. 
NEW [| 


§ SKEET Oy SPRING FITTING 
































MAN UFACTURED 


D. AND W. H. FosTER, RSH BOURNE, ENGLAND. 





AT. ROD END 








The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & COQ. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFASTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEHED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 


Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 
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SEL, COOPER COIPER AND CO, 
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THE 











en 
not only SELL the 
«fine their 
e choicest varieties of Tealimported. 
Ik gr {das of Blatk ufanint 28: 
ii 


business ole] y to the sile o 






r 
pound, and the 

















{ 
! | 
| 
FT 2 dd. 2 5 rs3 -cro,) Teas ot f 
INF this year’ import, and the finest in he vor! at their respective { 
ST j prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour i 
i others, agvin, possess immense strength and pongency ; in fact, i 
among them thei e are sufficient varieties to enit every t taste - but i 
they are all alike in his; Chae comet ine omparably the be st of its i 
respective kin id, elected by COOPE COOPER aud CO. after j 
careful compsrison with every oth raporter vson 
from India ¢ Sealed lina. Those wh f BE Bon op {Tea } 
Tip cannot do bet ter than make a trial of one or obher of these choice 
w p varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTE R TIA. 
OR Samples ‘pos st free on application to COOPER COOPER aud CO. 
P Ly Chief Office—50, King Wiiliam.: street, L’ mnidon Bridge, E.C. Branch 
Lod 2 Establis lments—63, Bishops gate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
UCag circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-groye, W ; 854, High f 
Holborn, W. C. Bas Pees Lon lon. 
COOPER O¢ COOPER & CO., 
EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, wENDON 
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5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S, W., > 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE, 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNER’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


HOLROYD, 


FISHING ROD AND TACKL% MAKER, 
69, GRACECHUACH ST., LONDON, E.C. 


A LARGE AND NEW STOCK AT MODERW PRICES, 


HiCKORY BOTTOM GENERAL RODS, 7s. 6d. EACH. 


ESTABLISHED 1815. 
CALEDONIAN = HOTEL, 
Strand, W.C. 


Adelphi Terrace, 


This old-established Family Hotel, being ere ely opposite the FLY FISHWRS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accor mmodation ot its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all des: scriptions, either in the hotel c r as the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
wen afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliame: it, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVIC ES,and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Dreaktfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote 
k, 23, 6d. evand coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
board at 8s.6d, per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Eot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 












linner at 6 a’: 
arrange for full 
B throc om, Is. 
day, }s. 6d. 
ae ‘large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Roc oms, from 5s. per day. 
“Di poh Pyior 8 and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken. 


TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES (of good qnality), KILLING BAITS (for all kinds of fish). 
Price 1g, per Pint. Free, on receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of 
C, BRADLY, 62, JACOB STREET, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE, 


Rise SW ae 


Mit Begs Ay. 
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CHAS. FARLOW &% CO.,, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C.,, 


Mz, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED 00 YN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH. 


(Rd. No. 25,835.) 
4} Worn over left shoulder, 
i| another band round the waist, 
|| thereby distributing the weight 
|1| equally, and keeping the basket in a 
jirm position. 

“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No. 25,692), and onr 
MPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND RET. 


Weight of Handle complete, about 12oz. ; 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. 


with 

















New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN. 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAMN, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JANES OGDEN’S HEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new andimproved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT, Also coloured, similar to the Devon Ba rits, &e. 


JANES | OGDEN'S MULTUM At PARVO FLY RODS, 


are ye SE TE ES 
a : Rit 


PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fly-rod,”—FISHING GAZETTE, 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 


-high estimation in which they are held by the leading arglers of the day. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 





























N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME. 


J: GILLETT & CO.., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEKT STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 





GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SALMON 
RODS, agused by the Hiditor of the FISHING GAZETTS at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment. ’ These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod. From 21s. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LING, fine and stouter, 1s, for 25 yards, 


will not kink, - 


BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 23in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 39. 6d., and 4s, 
RONALD'S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and whera to 


THE ILLUSTRATED 


LouristesHoliday Number 


OF THE 


FISHING GAZETTE 


WILL BE 


It will Contain 


ONE OR MORE OF THE PRIZE ESSAYS, 


PORTRAITS & BIOGRAPHIES OF ANGLERS, 
MAHSEER FISHING IN INDIA 
(With Illustration), &¢., &e. 


As this Number will havea large extra circulation, it will be of 
exceptional value to Advertisers. Applications for. Space should 
be made at once to THE MANAGER, the FIsutna GAZETTE, 12 and 
13, Fetter Lane, London. 
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RIVER "REPORTS 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 tn Putney. 
45 + Hammersmith, 
50 Py Barnes, 

Add 55 " Kew. 
75 is Richmond, 
80 * Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five’ minutes later ; but it must be remembere? 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, id- 


oy 
For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon,®! 0 
Saturday, July 17 ARK: Aon 2.37 on as 2.56 4 
Sunday, 5 18 bn Raw 3.13 ane eee 3.30 : 
Monday, PF 19 3.49 ae or 4.6 
Tuesday, ; 20 4.23 she se 4,40 
Wednesday, Fr 21 4.57 “jc oes 5.15 
Thursday, " 22 dad ase 5.30 rine 5.48 
Friday, op 23 noe 6.8 6.28 


GS River Reporters who want forms id envelopes should send a post card to the 
eee 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

It would have been much better for the river if there had been a greater fall of 
rain, and have considerably increased matters piscatorial in angling pursuits. It 
may be as well to mention here, in answer to numerous inquiries as to when the 
increased extension of tidal water to the Isleworth Church Ferry will be available 
for the sole use of anglers, that the new by-law is only waiting the signature of 
Her Majesty in Council. it has been very creditable to the netsmen they have 
offered no opposition; but this is mainly due to the good feeling which now exists 
through the intervention of Mr. Spreckley between them and the powers that be. The 
bank anglers during the week, though they have visited the different portions of 
the river in great numbers, have not had much sport, owing to the fish being not 
well on the feed and a want of freshness in the water. A fine roach, which would 
have weighed considerably over 2lb., was picked up dead at Twickenham on Monday 
last—it then weighed I1b. l4oz. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

R1icHMOND.—Job Brain, during the week, 301b. of roach and dace; and five barbel. 
Kit Brown, in one day, two bream, and some barbel, roach, and dace. H. Howard, 
in two days and one half day, about nine dozen of dace ; and H. Mansell, in one day, 
seven dozen of roach and dace. 

TWICKENHAM.—Pert Hammerton, in two days and one half day, ten dozen of 
roach and dace, and one bream. C. Hennessey, in one day and a half, the same 
result. Joseph Dobbin, in five days, eighteen dozen, five bream, two barbel, 
and three jack. George Coxen, in four days, nine dozen. John Spong, in two 
days, five dozen of dace and two jack. H. Spiers, in one day, six dozen of dace. 
Edward Finch, in four days, three barbel, three bream, one carp, and eight dozen of 
dace. Samuel Cole,in two days and two half days, three bream, two barbel, and nine 
dozen of dace. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, nine dozen of dace and four chub ; 
and C. Baldwin, in one day, three chub and a few dace. 

Kineston.—J. Wilkes, in two days, 40lb. weight of bream and barbel. 

THAMES Dirron.—C. Lawless, in one day, two barbel weighing respectively 41b, 
and 331b., and a nice jack of 7lb. 

HAMPTON Court.—Thomas Milbourne, during the week, twenty dozen of roach 
and dace and eleven barbel ; Thomas Davis, twenty-one dozen and a couple of barbel ; 
T. Watford, eighteen dozen and seven barbel; Mr. Benjamin, with John Smith, in 
two days, eighteen dozen and a barbel of 41b. 

SunBuRY.—Edward Clarke, one day, ten dozen of gudgeou and four brace of 
perch ; another day, seventeen chub and four jack; another day, seven dozen of 
roach, four barbel, and a brace of jack ; and another day, with two punts, eight and 
a half brace of perch and twenty-six dozen of gudgeon. 

SHEPPERTON.—H. Purdue, in one day, five jack ; F. Purdue, in two hours, two 
dozen of gudgeon and one brace of perch; W. Hows2, in one day, twelve dozen of 
gudgeon and three brace of perch. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace; another 
day, four dozen, two jack, and one barbel ; and another day, three dozen, one barbel, 
and four brace of perch; Mr. Hepburn, one brace of jack, and Mr. Burrows, a 
trout of 41b. 

DocxetrT Pornt.—James Haslett, in one day, ten barbel, the largest 5lb., four 
dozen of gudgeon, one brace of perch, and one chub. 

CHERTSEY.—Mr. Edwards, with T. ‘aylor, in one day, six barbel and twelve 
fine roach ; J. Poulter, in one day, ten dozen of roach and dace, some of the roach 
weighing 1lb. each, two brace of perch, and two bream ; Mr. Wastell, four dozen of 
roach ; Mr. G. Best, of the Sun Dial Club, Hammersmith, four fine roach, the largest 
Ilb. 120z. 

SrAinus.—Charles Hone, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace; John Keene, 
sen., in two days, twenty dozen of roach and three bream; John Keene, jun., one 
day, with Mr. Wilson, seven dozen roach and dace, two hartel, and two bream ; 
another day, fifteen dozen and two bream ; another day, with Mr. Abbott and Mr. 
Boxall, ten dozen and fifteen bream ; another day, fifteen dozen and four bream ; 
another day, twelve dozen and two bream ; ; and another day, six dozen and five jack, 





UPPER THAMES. 


The river is still in prime fettle for all- round angling, and has been doubtless 
improved by the rain of the past day or two. The Henley turmoil is over, so that 
disciples of the immortal Izaak can now fish in quietude, and “peace with honour.” 
The returns from the yarious stations are meagre in the extreme, and besides 25lb. 
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and 21lb. of chub by Mr. Robson, and 411b, miscellaneous basket of fish by a Mr. 
Jackson under Clivedon woods, I haye this week nothing to interest the readers of 
the “F.G.” beyond two, three, and four dozens of roach ad nauseum. Thursday 
The water is bright; but, I should say, in fair trim for either bottom or 
Wind, due west ; post also due, so adieu for the present, from—MARLOW 


Thames (Dockett Point). ; 

Two days’ fishing too late for last report : eleyen barbel, two perch, and six 
dozen of gudgeon, Thursday: ten barbel, best fish 5lb. ; four dozen gudgeon, one 
chub, and two perch. Last evening’s fishing, one chub and one bream, Plenty of 
fish to be had, only want trying for.—JAmus HASLETT, 

Thames (Hynsham). 

Mr. J. T. Emery and Mr. F, W. Perkins have been having good sport in this neigh- 
bourhood this week. On the 11th inst., in the Thames, several perch, the two best 
11b. 1202. and 11b. 150z.; also roach and a specimen dace of 10oz. Monday, in the 
Eyenlode, perch and roach, and a trout, 2{1b., caught spinning. Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday, in the Windrush, trout, the largest 2%lb., all taken spinning. The recent rains 
have improved the water in all the streams in this district, so that we may hope now 
to have good sport with abnormal fishing.—W. B. Howe. 

Thames (Goring). 


Water in very good order for all sorts of fishing. I have been out five days ; my 
three best days I got four dozen of good roach, six jack, and some good perch,— 


JOHN RusH. 


evening : 
fly-work. 
Buzz. 


Thames (Henley). 

Once more I am pleased to have the pleasure of reporting to you, after meeting 
with a severe accident, the reason you have not heard from me lately. Mr. Robert 
King has just brought ina nice trout, 4$1b., captured this afternoon witha Phantom 
minnow. A strange incident happened to Mr. Askew while out with Chas. Hambleton 
trolling. <A trout, weighing 441b., gorged the bait, and took about 60 yards of line; 
was then hanled-in, of course, more dead than alive. Can any of your corre- 
ndents say if such a thing has ever happened to them? Gudgeon are biting 
1; also perch, We took some good ones to-day, paternostering ; largest 141b,— 
CLISBY. 

Thames (Monkey Island). 

Fishing in the vicinity of Monkey Island is hardly worth mentioning ; a few 
barbel taken from the towpath by bank anglers, and one trout, 3}1b., opposite the 
old temple on the island. There were a few roach taken by bank anglers in Queen’s 
Deep. Barbel seem to have quite gone off the feed; and no wonder, considering 
the hubble-bubble of steam launches and the tugs, and the wash of mud and dirt 
caused by them is enough to send any fish off their feed, and, I may say, off their 
heads ; but I hope, now Henley Regatta is over, that with a little quiet and fresh 
water there may be some prospect of sport.—R. PLUMMnR, SEN, 


Thames (Oxford). 

Wator bright and fine. Along the banks the catches have been very small; but 
in the quiet mid-stream swims the cognoscenti have been making very fair bags. 
Roach are feeding well at wheat and white paste, the former for preference ; whilst 
chub are on a cheese-paste and shrimps ; but for this kind of fish I prefer a rough 
fly orasmall frog, thrown under the bushes or over a short run at the tail of a 
reed-bed, and such like places, where chub do most love to congregate. Dace feed 
eagerly at small black or red flies ; but since the 1 lth inst.a nasty cross-wind has 
prevailed, which makes it very difficult to get a straight cast. A night or so since 
T hooked a tench at the tail of Godstowe Weir with a small yellow gnat—a rather 
unusual circumstance, so far as my experience goes. Jack, in spite of the hot 
weather, are still on the feed, though no very wonderful leviathans have been 
brought to bank. Considering the heat we have been suffering from the fishing in 
the district has been unusually good, and I hope it may continue so.—THE CHER- 


WELL OTTER, 
Thames (Windsor). 

A capital fresh water is now flowing, and already fish are feeding more eagerly. 
Roach, especially, take paste and gentles well. Sergeant Collins, of the Grenadier 
Guards, has had some capital baskets of an evening, taking on four occasions over 
eight dozen roach. Mr. Clapshaw, of Windsor, has also had some fine 
specimens of the same fish; the best four, taken in one evening, which I 
weighed, scaled 3lb. 100z.—largest fish 1]b, 30z. Barbel and dace are still 
taking greayes, though weather is much colder. Mr. H. Manning, of Windsor, 13th 
inst., had a capital bag, comprising six barbel, one chub, and two dozen dace. Mr. 

3ambridge, of Eton, in one evening, four barbel, 111b,, best brace 1b. Three trout 
have been had during the week, two by Mr. Stinton, of Eton (one of which was full 
of roe), and one by Mr. Bentley, of Windsor—largest fish, 31b., was taken spinning. 
Several jack have also been had, but run small, Chub are loth to rise, and but few 
have been had ; a few hot daysare required to again bring them to the front. Gudgeon 
fight shy of the rake; but the end of this month, or beginning of August, I have 
found quite soon enough to trouble them, when excellent sport can be had among 
them to the end of October.—B. R. BAMBRIDGL. 





Ancholme (Caistor). | 
The weeds have been removed from the best portion of river-head, and anglers can 
now fish this water in comfort. One trout of about 2lb. was lost here on Tuesday, 
and a good batch of coarse fish taken bya visitor. Dr. Bowstead took six trout from 
alocal beck. Prospects improved.—THOMAS FORD, 
Avon (Ringwood). 
The waters here are in beautiful condition after the late rains; some very nice 
baskets of roach have been taken, and although late in the season, Major Spurgin 
took a very nice clean salmon, weighing 20lb. The trout are rising freely.— 


GRAYLING, 
Chichester. 

The Chichester water remains in excellent trim, and fair takes continue to be 
made, a few large bream among the number. Good sport has been experienced at 
Selham (the Rother) ; some fine roach and dace have been landed, The harbour- 
fishing at Chichester continues good, but the bass taken are not large. I hear of 
three bass caught near Ryde, Isle of Wight, scaling together 301b, The Brighton 
Anglers’ Association held a pegged-down contest on the 11th, with Steyning-on-the- 
Adur as the venue. Six prizes were competed for, The first was taken by Mr. Geo. 
Heathorn with dace—some good fish among them ; the second by Mr. Noah Clark 
with roach; third by Mr. G. Batchelor with carp; fourth by Mr. Martin with 
roach ; fifth by Mr. G, Stevens with carp; and sixth by Mr. T. Anscombe with dace. 
Heavy rainstorms have clouded the brooks, but worming for trout should now 
prove remunerative. Reports from all parts of this district agree that fish are not 
feeding well—GeroRGE fF’, SALTER. 


Colne (Thorney Weir House). 


The river is in good order for fishing ; some good dace and chub have been taken, 
—J. L. MurRAY SHIRREFE, 

; : Dove and its Tributaries. 

The occasional downfalls of rain of the past two or three days have not had the 
effect of colouring the clear streams hereabouts ; but as the weather continues 
showery, and the wind ina rainy quarter (S.W.), there is every chance ofa few 
good days with the fly. Forthe week ending to-day (Thursday) we have but little 
to report in the way of fish taken. A few brace have been landed, it is true, but 
nothing worthy special mention. These, the product of the evening rise, usually 
fell to the Caterpillar at twilight, or if landed earlier, to the Golden Dun or the 
Small Coachman. 'The latter ily has been used much, and with fair success, as a 
midday fly on the Dove the last few seasons. It seems to take when other fancy 
flies fail—when tied small from—D, anp W, H, Fostpr, Ashbourne, 








Eden (Carlisle). 


Trout have been taking the clear water worm very well lately, especially in the 
early morning and evening ; they seem to go to sleep during the heat of the day. 
They are falling off in condition very fast ; indeed, I never knew them so “slinky ” in 
July. The best dish I have heard of was killed in the Petterill by Mr. Humble, of 
Chesterfield, who basketed forty fish, weighing 20lb.; they were killed with worm 
and bluebottle. Mr. Murchie killed a 61b. grilse one evening, and two nice sea-trout 
next evening in the Association water below Carlisle, and several others have been 
got with the rod. There has been a splendid run of fish this week ; but very few of 
them can get pastthe lowest river net as the water is exceedingly low. This is the 
last day of the iniquitous lin. mesh, so that after to-day the smaller trout will slip 
through. The Solway fishermen have had a good time of it the last few days, and 
salmon is selling at1s., and grilse and sea-trout 10d. per lb,—SILVER GREY. 


Exe (Exeter). 


Sport, as reported last week, has been good ; trout sporting well to Palmers and 
Red Ant, and roach and dace to gentles and paste. In the canal, more particularly 
near Pearce’s Turf Hotel, excellent perch and eels have been taken; and near 
Topsham I sawa gentleman land an eel 141b. on fine gut tackle, hooked only slightly 
in the upper lip. Wind west. River very low and dirty; rain badly wanted, and a 
good freshet,—J, A. KELLEY. 

: The Exe (Tiverton). 

A little rain has fallen, but has made no appreciable difference in the state of the 
river, which is very low. Little or nothing is done with the fly until the evening, 
when some very good sport has been obtained, Flies taking best are the Fern Web, 
Magpie, and Red Ant,—WM. Muprorp. 


Esk CWhitby). 

During the past week or two the river has been in a languid state owing to the 
continued drought. In the upper reaches of the river there is scarcely any water 
at all, and fishing operations, except in a few well-known “dumps,” have been 
practically suspended. In some of the deep pools a few fair-sized trout have been 
got with the worm. The fly is of little use, and the minnow is of no use at all. So 
far, but very few salmon have got up the river, though there are thousands ready 
to go. What is wanted isa good flood. During the past few days there have been 
several sharp showers of rain, but it has evidently been absorbed by the parched 
land, for very little of it has gone into the river.—J. J.J. 


} Ilfracombe. , 
Sea-fishing.—The weather for a few days has been stormy, which has prevented 


parties fishing from the boats. However, they report bream and whiting pout to» 
be very plentiful when the weather permits for them to fish, either to the eastward 
or westward, and at any state of tide. The fishing with rod and hand-lines from the 
rocks has been slack, owing to the clearness of the water. Weather to-day fine, 
with just a steady breeze from the south-west.—H, COMER, 


Lake District. 

A couple of days’ steady rain has come most opportunely, and has both saved the 
fish and brought back the streams to their normal condition, These are now in 
nice fishing order, and angling, which had almost ceased, has again become general. 
The atmosphere is much cooler, however, since the rain, and insect fool is less 
abundant than last week, A great many sea fish have run, and are running, up, 
hundreds haying been seen jumping at the various obstacles. A gentleman had a 
couple of nice sea-fish yesterday evening at the “ Waiste” on the Kent, and in this 
connection I should like to say that the first salmon of the season, which was got by 
Mr. F. Grayson, was killed with the finest trout-tackle—a well-fed fish of 831b. 
Messrs. Head, McDonald, and Mann have each had nice takes in the Kent, and some 
good panniers have alsc been had in the out-lying becks during the freshes. In 
Killington Lake, too, some good fish have been had with large-winged night-flies. 
A fine fish, I am sorry to haye to record, has been taken from the Kent, affected 
with disease.—HPHEMBERA, ¢ 

t Lea (Tottenham). : 

Some’fair takes of fish have been made by both fly and bottom-fishers during the 
week. ‘An eel of 141b. was captured to-day (Thursday) by Mr.Dodd. Water in good 
order.—HACKLES RED, : 

Lea (Ware). 

Owing to the splendid rains of the beginning of the week the water is in first-rate 
condition, and the roach have been feeding very freely. All that I have seen out 
have had some good roach. Our resident bailiff, Baldock, has had some really good 
takes, all good specimen roach ; but I do not think it fair angling to have “ that 3 
boy assisting him. The bait seems to be pretty general—paste, toffs, or small worm. 
—Harry Pace, 

; : Leicester, 

Fishing in the neighbourhood has not shown very great improvement this week ; 
but this time it is not the weather that is in fault. The constant showers have had 
the effect of freshening up the ponds and rivers considerably, and in many. places 
where the brooks were getting low has done an amount of good, especially where 
trout abound, The local societies’ waters have shown an increase in the number of 
anglers out fishing ; although the sport with the roach, of which there are immense 
quantities, has been quict, as they have not yet commenced to take the wheat. Those 
taken this weeix had attained fair condition, and the size of the fish made up for 
the absence of numbers. One roach which was weighed at Mr. Flude’s, West Bridge, 
drew the scale at ilb, 12402. ; anda number of others that were weighed-in exceeded 
1lb. Several nice lots of perch and chub have also been had from the Aylestone 
waters, and some capital all-round sport may be had here at this period of the year. 
Trout-fishing has been moderately well indulged in, and several baskets have been 
shown; but anglers are generally very reticent as to giving their Jocale. One very 
fine fish was caught by Mr. Whittaker, jun., from the Glenfield water, and weighed 
close upon 3lb., being taken with the worm. Some satisfactory results have been 
obtained at the Narborough waters, which are again in the excellent care of Mr. T, 
Burgess, which is asufficient guarantee that the fish will be properly looked after ; 
therefore subscribers will be certain to obtain plenty of sport. The weather on 
Thursday was genial. Prospects good.—ALURT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams are in good fishing order, but low. The best time for fishing is 
either in the morning or in the evening, the sun being too bright during the middle 
of the day. The flies are the Red Spinner, Sky Blue, and Evening Dun. With the 
maggot and worm a few nice dishes of trout haye been caught. A trout 3lb. weight 
was taken from the Arrow a short time ago by a well-known angler, and it is be- 
lieved to be one of those that were artificially bred in the Lugg some years ago, and 
which have since been found to be a mistake, as they are as voracious as the pike. 
The grayling are rising well, but they are very small, and are called here “ shots : 
(seven to the pound). A good dish of fish taken from the Lugg on Monday 
with the Sky Blue and Red Spinner. On Tuesday trout and grayling were landed 
from the Lugg with the fly, 1b. each. The Pinsley is in good fishing condition. 
The fish bite well, and some nice-sized fish taken.—GWYNNE. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Roach and bream are still on the feed. Great quantities are being caught daily. 
Thad a little time with them and landed 471b. of good fish. Mr. T. Fovargue (not 
Mr, T. Fovargne, as was mentioned in last week’s report) was out on Thursday and 
finished on Friday with nearly 7st. The water is in the best of condition, and no 
one could wish any more, and is full of fish, and anyone fishing is expected to sub 
scribe towards the expenses.—H. Rout. 

Ouse (Brandon, Norfolk. : 

During the past week good baskets of fish have been taken on this free water. I 
had a splendid lot of perch up to $lb. weight each, Minnow is the best bait for 
them, Roach and chub run very large here, There are several anglers out besides 
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the natives. Boats can be had at the Ram Hotel, five minutes’ walk from the Great 
Eastern Railway Station.—J. 0, GEORGE. 


Reservoir (Elstree). 

Water in good condition for perch and pike ; not many roach at present. On the 
4th, a gentleman from London had a good. take of perch, the largest weighing 231b. 
On the 5th, Mr. Stone, a good take of roach and perch, the heaviest fish $1b. ; Mr. 
Aldies, perch and jack ; and Mr, Bollington, perch, some weighing #1b, Not many 
anglers down, through the weeds ; but some very good perch were taken on the 9th, 
10th, and 11th ; and I am happy to say the water is running, which will bring the fish 
out of the weeds, and give the anglers a little more chance for the perch, which will 
not be long before they feed, with a good red worm.—G, CHESTER. : 


Severn (Gloucester). 
_ This river, and all other waters in this neighbourhood, are in splendid condition. 
The following is a list of fish taken during the past week :—Mr. H. Moreland, 5} 
brace of trout—worm for baits ; Mr. T. Summers, 23 brace ; two gentlemen, 15 brace, 
taken with Coachman and Black Gnat; Mr. J. Mills, 16lb. of roach, taken with 
King’s natural bait ; Mr. E. Chritchly, 741b., with gentles ; Messrs, T. Summers and 
T. Harris, tench ; Sergeant Chritchly, bream and tench; Mr. Richings, bream and 
tench ; Messrs. J, Wood, W, Luker, W. Boughton, and others, roach and dace,— 
SINGLE Harr, 
Severn (Kidderminster). 

The Severn is very low and fine at present, and anglers are successful only at 
early morn or late inthe evening. Several nice fish have been taken about Bewdley 
of late, one going over 3lb., another 231b., and a fine lamprey 2lb.100z. Anglers 
have been doing well among the eels from the Stour since the warm weather com- 
menced, Anent the 52lb. salmon that was taken some time ago, I doubt whether 
there would be any notice taken respecting its sex. The fish was taken when the 
river was in a very flooded condition, and it is probable that the party who caught 
the fish would not know or think to inquire whether it was male or female. I 
cannot tell the name of the restaurant it was sent to in Birmingham, or inquires 


could be made.—H, E, 
Teme (Ludlow). 

All the streams in this part are in capital order for fishing. Mr. J. C. Bowles 
took a brace of trout in good condition at the end of last week with the Sky Blue. 
~ Last week, signs of otters haying been at the mouth of the Corve were visible, An 

eel which would have weighed quite 2lb. was found with its head and tail eaten 
away, and on the bank there were marks of otters’ padds. The Clun, Ony, and Led- 
wyche are in good fishing condition. The fish are well on the feed. Good-sized 
trout taken from the Corve, near Felton, Up the Clun good sport -has been had 
with the maggot.—S. LupLow. 
Teme (Tenbury). 
This water is now a little higher than last week since the gentle rain we have 
“had in this quarter. Fishing has been brisk, and some nice lots have been caught. 
Sport has been good on the streems with the Sky Blue, Governor, Red Spinner, and 
Orl, which are the best killing flies on at present. With the worm and maggot in 
deep water good-sized trout have been caught. In the Association water trout and 
grayling have been taken with the fly. Near Little Hereford fish {lb. weight taken 
with the maggot. On Monday, near Berrington, a capital dish of fish were taken 
with the Orl and Red Spinner. The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are low. The trout 
rise well at the fly ; a few baskets taken.— WORCESTER, 


Taw (North Devon). 

The rain, a few days ago, made the water rise, and moved a few fishermen to the 
banks, and, with rain and wind, a few good catches are recorded. A gentleman, on 
-the ‘Taw, caught eighteen fish, one 11b., two 31b., six 4lb., the others good fish. Two 
catches were got from the Bray, and others on the Molland water. One gentleman 
told me he was only a beginner, but managed to bag thirty fish ; and another 
gentleman said he had a good basket on the Yeo, near Barnstaple. A few decent 
fish were taken from all with the Rusty Blue and Silver Twist. I hear this best of 
all flies is likely to be scarce, the colour does not seem to be the fancy of fowl 
breeders, Having read some time ago of the great number of salmon running up, 
gentlemen are disappointed at not catching any. They must be gone into the very 
deep water, and will not rise to any bait or fly. Only six peal (salmon peal), about 
lb. weight, have I heard of, and the netmen say they are very scarce,—RusTY 
GAME, 

Torridge (Torrington). 
River very low, notwithstanding we have had some good showers this week, but 
not enough to improve the fishing. J. D. Bastard and Mr. J. B. Jenkins, from 
London, took a capital basket of fish on Friday—twelve fine trout and six large 


dace, Mary salmon have been seen in the deep pools. No peal have been taken 
with the rod so far, We are wanting a flood to bring them up,— PRACTICAL 
ANGLER, 


. Trent (Alrewas). 
Angling during the past few days has been conducted upon favourable lines, and 
some good fish have been captured, notably a brace of fine barbel, 141b. 20z, A very 
large jack has been seen above the mill, and I should like to record its capture,— 


ANON, 
Trent (Nottingham). 


The weather has been of a rather unsettled character during the week, and on 
Tuesday night heavy rain fell for a couple of hours, without, however, affecting the 
height of the river, which would be better for a change. Anglers have mustered 
strongly, and on Tuesday in the Shardlow length one of the subscribers succeeded 


in killing ten nice barbel with the worm. Other takes of less note were also made, 


The “snatching” fraternity were recently very busy on this, the finest barbel water 
on the whole length of the Trent; and it is high time they were watched, and, if 
necessary, prosecuted. On Tuesday at Holme Pierrepont Messrs. Cooper and Hopkins, 
of the Nottingham Waltonians, took five barbel, besides sixteen or eighteen eels, 
A heavy fish (8$1b.) was killed at Wilford, and one of 711b. has been taken by an 
angler whilst “legering” at Stoke. There is nothing doing amongst the salmon, 
although a rise would doubtless stir the fish up. A good many have been seen 
leaping in the Stoke length. Anglers for chub, roach, dace, and perch have fared 
moderately well, and the fly-experts have accounted for dace and small chub on the 
shallows at Wilford, Radcliffe, Stoke, and Gunthorpe—THE MAN-AT-THE-OLUBS, 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 
We have had some rain, which has put the river up about two feet, and will im- 
prove the fishing. There have been some nice grayling and perch taken this week, but 
we still want more rain to put the river in good order.— BORDERER. 


Wye and Derwent. 

- We have had a nice little downpour of rain since my last report, which is discolour- 
ing both the Wye and Derwenta little, This rain coming has benefited both the 
trollers and bottom-fishermen much, and several very good takes of mixed fish have 
been killed by the aid of both maggots and cockspur worms. The trollers using the 
artificial Derby trout killer have taken several fish off the Matlock Bath Club waters, 
Sport with the artificial flies, especially the latter end of last week, was very fair, 
both the Whirling and Yellow Duns being taken well. Grayling are beginning to 
rise nicely both on the Derwent, Chatsworth, and Whatstandwell lengths. The 
dibbing anglers still keep taking a few trout with the natural House flies under the 
_bushesand trees, Several pike have been seen during the week basking in the sun 
on the Matlock Bath Club waters, also a lot of barbel ; and chub-fishing prospects 
look well for next week.—Guno, JAs. EATON. 

njsilies Wharfe (Yorkshire). 
July is, in my opinion, the worst month in the whole year for the angler, and the 
present month has proved no exception, I have been out evening after evening, and 
although the trout and grayling have been rising all over the river, I have had my 


work set to catch a brace or so. Knotted Midge, Stone Midge, Poult Bloa, and 
Yellow-bodied Sea Swallow are the flies that will kill, if any will, at present. I 
never, in all my experience, saw the Yore so low and clear as it was on Saturday 
last, when I had a turn at Tanfield. I waded in streams where I never had the 
slightest chance of doing so before, and, by dint of very hard work, killed a basket of 
seven grayling and thirteen trout, weighing altogether 7ilb. I got them principally 
with worm; but they were exceedingly shy, and 1 ran a lot of fish that never took 
at all—FrAncis M, WALBRAN. 
Whitadder (Ellemford). 

The river has not been much fished this last week, owing to the great heat and 
burning sun, which threatened to destroy all the crops in this district. Mr. Swami- 
ton, of Sunderland, aud his son, have had some fair takes, in spite of the weather, 
Last evening it began to rain, and it rained incessantly all night, and this morning 
in perfect torrents. At the time I write the river has risen about 6in., and if the 
rain continues it will be in high flood before night.—R, J. PuntTon, 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY.—The weather has broken at last, and there has been 
rain sufficient to raise the streams and clear them of the impurities caused by the 
protracted dry weather. Before the rain came, fish, especially grilse, were reported 
in large numbers in the Solway; but they were unable to make their way up the 
rivers on account of the want of water, andthe net-fishings in the Nith were almost 
an entire failure. This, of course, proved a rich harvest for the haavers in the Sol- 
way, who succeeded in securing a great number of fish, the catches on two different 
days amounting to considerably over half a ton. On the Nith, angling 
has been little practised during the week ; but now that the rain 
has raised the rivers, anglers are in hopes of being able to secure good 
baskets. In the Annan, a few fair, if not large, takes of trout have 
been obtained. Baskets of 41b.to6lb.and 71b. of nice yellow trout have rewarded 
the visits to the main stream and tributaries. On Wednesday evening, in the mid- 
reaches, Mr. Thomas Jardine, Lockerbie, killed a nice sea-trout of fully 1lb.; while 
Mr. W. Gardiner, Bridge-street, Lockerbie, landed a beautiful herling. The most 
successful angler in the upper reaches has been Mr. Hullett, Elmhill, Moffat, who 
has had good baskets of yellow trout, his takes on several days averaging about 5lb, 
The river is at present in fair angling form.—B. 

ForsINARD AND ReEAy.--Out from Forsinard and Reay Inns, Mr. Murdoch, 
Aberdeen, and Mr. McKenzie, Munro, had, on Monday, 46lb. of trout ; Mr. Murdoch, 
Tuesday, 2141b. of trout ; Messrs. McKenzie and Murdoch, Wednesday, twenty-seven 
trout, 201b, 





[Received too late for last week.—ED. | 

ForstnarD HoTEeL, SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—Since last report, Mr. Murdoch was 
out from this hotel on Thursday, and had 34lb. trout, largest trout 141b. ; and again, 
on Friday (the weather much too stormy), had 15lb., largest trout 2lb., caught 
on Loch Baden. On-Tuesday Mr, Adams, in three hours, had 22 trout, weighing 
101b., and Mr, Elkington 24 trout, weighing 13lb. The latter takes were got on 
Loch En-Ruar. Excellent prospects for trout-fishing now, and good baskets are 
expected.—Gno. MURRAY, 

Locu Sun : July 3, Mr. Faber, 10lb. ; Dr. Nesham and friend, 14lb.; Mr. Woolley 
and friend, 41b. Loch Merkland: Mr, Godwin, 91b.; Mr, Parker, 101b. Loch Shin: 
July 5, Dr. Nesham, 19 trout, 10lb. Loch Griam: Mr, Faber, 18lb. Loch Gorm : 
Mr. Nesham, 10lb. Loch Griam: Mr. Parker, six fish,7lb. Loch Merkland: July 6, 
Mr. Faber, 18lb.; Mr. Woolley and Son, 23lb. Loch Griam: Dr, Nesham and 
brother, 12lb. Loch Shin: Mr, Parker, six fish, 6lb. Loch Shin: July 7th, My. 
Woolley and Son, 14lb.; Mr. Faber, 161b. Loch Merkland : Mr. Nesham and brother, 
28lb.; Mr. Parker, 141b. Loch Merkland: July 8, Mr. Faber, 13lb. Loch Shin: 
Dr. Nesham and brother, 14lb.; Mr. Parker, 6lb. Loch Merkland: July 9, Dr. 
Nesham and brother, 29lb.; Mr. Galloway, 14lb. Loch Griam: Mr. Faber, 14]b. 
Loch Shin: Dr. Dodd and friend, 81b., blown off. Loch Shin: July 10, Mr. Faber, 
16lb. ; Dr. Nesham, 141b. Loch Griam: Mr. Ormond, 12lb. Loch Merkland: July 
10, Dr. Dodd and friend, 13lb.; Mr. Parker, 7lb. Loch Shin: July 12, Mr. Faber, 
241b. ; Mr. Ormond, 121b. ; Dr. Dodd and friend, 231b. Loch Merkland: Dr. Nesham, 
141b.; Mr. Moore and friend, 183lb. Loch Griam: Mr. Kay, three hours, 131b. ; 
General Rankin, 121b. 

Locw Aws.—The following gentlemen, Messrs. Culpeper, Wollaston, Grey, 
Smith, and Sinclair, out from the Taycreggan Hotel last week, had fair takes of 
trout, ranging in weight from 3lb, to 1%lb. Mr. Culpeper killed four grilse during 
the week, from 5lb. to 91b. in weight. The Rev. Mr. Troupe, Hayfield, also killed 
asalmon, The weather cool and breezy. All the fish were killed with fly—aA. 
Munro, Taycreggan Hotel. 

OVERSCAIG.—Fishing from the Overscaig Hotel, Sutherland, on 27th June, Mr. 
Faber had 13lb. trout ; Mr. Parker, 1241b.; Messrs. Woolley, 91b. June 28th, Mr. 
Faber, 14lb. ; Mr. Parker, 8lb.; Messrs. Woolley, 7lb. June 29, Mr. Faber, 81b.; 
Godwin, 54lb.; Messrs, Woolley, 13lb.; Mr. Parker, 5lb. June 30, Mr. Faber, 
12lb. ; Mr. Godwin, 8lb.; Messrs. Woolley, 91b.; Mr. Parker, 5lb. July 2nd, Mr, 
Faber, 101b. ; Mr. Godwin, 741b. ; Dr. and Mr. Nesham, 22lb., and one /erox, 731b. ; 
Messrs. Woolley, 17lb. ; Mr. Parker, one, 5lb. The weather was very unfavourable 
up to July 1st; since then, we have had beautiful weather.—DuNCAN McKay. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. | 

Y?rHAN, TIDAL.—River in capital trim and affording splendid sport. On Monday 
Mr. Ramsay, from the hotel, killed a very heavy basket, some of the fish weighing 
2lb. and 50z. On Thursday, Dr. Gordon and Mr. Thomson, Banchory, and Mr. 
Stephen, Aberdeen, also from the hotel, had beautiful baskets. The Ythan season 
proper is just commencing, and good sport may be relied upon.—X. X, 

Tue following catches are reported :—July 1, Rev. M. Guy Pearse and friend, 
Bristol, Loch Urigall, 70 fish, 201b.; Rev. Peter White and friend, Sheffield, Loch 
Cama, 80 fish, 25lb. July 2, Rev. M. Guy Pearse and friend, Loch Veyatie, 132 fish, 
241b, July 3, Rev. M. Guy Pearse and friend, Loch Cama, 132 fish, 27lb.; Rev. 
Peter Whyte and friend, Loch Cama, 68 fish, 201b.; Mr. John Charles, London, 
Loch Urigall, 28 fish, 8lb. July 5, Mr. John Charles, London, Loch Cama, 97 fish, 
25lb.; Rev. M. Guy Pearse and friend, Loch Urigall, 96 fish, 191b.; Rev. Peter 
Whyte, Loch Cama, 40 fish, 171b. July 6, Rev. M. Guy Pearse and friend, Loch 
Cama, 154 fish, 36lb. ; Mr. John Charles, London, Loch Boarlan, 40 fish, 15lb, July 7, 
Rey. M. Guy Pearse, Loch Boarlan, 56 fish, 18lb.; Rev. Peter Whyte, Loch Awe, 
24 fish, 91b,; Mr, John Charles, Loch Cama, 65 fish, 221b,—W. MURDOCH. 





IRISH NOTES. 


Moy AND LAKES (BALLINA).—Some fair sport has been got on the river during 
the past week, The best catch in one day by one rod was Mr. Boyd's, on the 10th 
inst., who killed four grilse and one salmon, and on the 12th inst. five grilse and two 
salmon, and other rods from one to three and four fish inaday. Owing to having to 
use small flies for the capture of salmon and grilse in this low state of the water, 
very many fish were hooked, played, and lost. Trout are rising well on the lakes, 
and some good baskets have been got lately ; river and lakes well stocked with fish. 
Free angling in all.—FrANK HnArns, Ballina, co. Mayo. , 

ERNE AND LouGH MELVIN (Co. DonEGAL).—Glaring bright weather prevailed 
all through the past week, with a strong wind from the south-east, In consequence 
of this, and the water being a little discoloured, salmon rose very short, and a 
great many were lost, The following are the particulars for the Erne for the week : 
—Mr. Beresford Heywood, in the week, killed four salmon, from 91b, to 141b., and 
ten grilse, from 531b, to 8lb. ; Captain Barry, in the week, killed four salmon, from 
931b. to 151b., and ten grilse, from 41b. to 7}lb.; Mr. P, Cooper, in five days, killed 
two salmon, 121b, and 18lb., and five grilse, from 41b, to 8lb,; Doctor Ward, in the 
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week, killed one salmon, 15lb., and thirteen grilse, from 4b. to 8lb.; General 
Beresford, in four days, killed one salmon, 91b., and nine grilse, from 5lb. to 71b. ; 
Mr. T. A. Nicholay, in the week, killed one salmon, 91b., and four grilse, from 5lb. 
to 7lb.; Captain Fullerton, in two days, killed five grilse, from 4}lb. to 8b, The 
fishing on Lough Melyin improved during the past week, and some splendid sport 
was had; a lot of grilse were taken, and tront-fishing is first-class—M, RoGan, 
guN., Ballyshannon, July 14th. 





SUCCESSFUL STURGEON CULTURE. 


Our excellent contemporary, the Deutsche Fischerei-Zeitung, records the fact 
that after many years’ fruitless attempts in Gliickstadt to cultivate sturgeon 
success has at last been attained : “ On Saturday, July 3, at 11 a.m.,a fisherman 
brought in a rife sturgeon roe. Mr. J. Mohr, of Gliickstadt, who has interested 
himself greatly in the attempt to cultivate sturgeon, was soon present with other 
gentlemen. By good fortune some male fish were at hand, and the eggs were at 
once impregnated and placed in a breeding box ; and to the great delight of all 
concerned, on Wednesday, the 7th inst., at 8 o’clock in the morning—/.e., 92 hours 
after impregnation—the first young sturgeon made its appearance, and by 12 
o’clock they were allout. Herr Elsner, one of the foremost of German piscicul- 
turists, estimated the yield of fry at 200,000 ; they were placed in the Elbe at 
various suitable spots. The German Fisheries Society having offered a prize of 
£5 for the successful haiching of such a quantity of sturgeon eggs, Herr Elsner 
handed it to Herr Mohr, to divide as he pleased among the fishermen.” 





ORMESBY BROAD. 


CoNSIDERING the beauty of this lovely sheet of water, and that it is in connec- 
tion with Rollesby and Filby Broads, it seems to me desirable to call attention 
to the facilities offered by the Hastern and Midland Railway to local anglers ; 
also to visitors staying at Yarmouth or Lowestoft. Good fishing is nearly 
always to be had, and if quiet and country life be the object of the pleasure- 
seeker, lodgings at private houses may be had at convenient distances from 
the water. The chief place for boats and fishing information is an inn, the 
Eel’s Foot, which, whilst the accommodation for staying customers is of the 
most meagre description, is visited by thousands from Yarmouth and the sur- 
rounding neighbourhood during the summer time. Boats can be obtained here 
at a charge of 3s. a day. The price, of course, strikes those accustomed to 
fishing on the Yare and Bure as extravagant ; but they must consider that 
these waters, being private, a heavy rent has to be paid by the landlord of the 
Eel’s Foot to the owner, and, of course, he must reimburse himself from those 
who use the privileges he confers. 

Very cheap tickets are issued from Norwich vd Melton Constable, and Jocal 
piscators may rest assured of an enjoyable ride through some of the most pic- 
turesque country in Norfolk, and the addition of a pretty spot where a lie can 
always be obtained. Visitors to our seaside resorts are in a better position, and 
cannot do better than consult the Eastern and Midland Time-tables, and if they 
want lodgings write to some of the following persons :—Mr. Richard Page, the 
Jolly Farmers, Ormesby St. Michael ; Mr. E. Monsey, the Hel’s Foot, Ormesby 
St. Michael ; Mr. Geo. Lilley, Ormesby St. Michael ; Mr. Gaze, Ormesby St. 
Michael; Mr. B. Nichols, Ormesby St. Michael ;,Mrs. Lawson, Ormesby St. 
Michael ; Mr. Clarke, Gordon House, Ormesby St. Margaret. 

Tickets are issued from Norwich at 2s. 6d. return fare to Ormesby, Hemsby, 
Martham, Potter Heigham, Catfield, and Stalham, and from Yarmouth at fares 
from 8d. to 1s. 9d. ; but I would advise anyone staying at Yarmouth or Lowes- 
toft to try Ormesby Broad first, and then if they do not succeed to write to the 
undersigned for advice. 

Ropert Mout, hon. sec., Norwich Angling Club. 





Tue Recent WroirsaLeE Trout Porsoninc In NorTTrinGHAMSHIRE.— 
At the Nottinghamshire Summer Assizes, which were commenced at Notting- 
ham on Monday, two framework knitters, named Fergus Richardson and James 
Richards, were indicted before Mr. Justice Stephen for unlawfully and 
maliciously putting a quantity of lime into the river Hrewash, a tributary of 
the Trent, with intent to take and destroy fish, at Kirby-in-Ashfield, on the 
29th June. Mr. Yeatman, barrister, prosecuted. Prisoners pleaded guilty to 
taking the fish, but not to poisoning them. The evidence went to prove that, at 
a point where the stream was found to have been contaminated, his Grace the 
Duke of Portland has the exclusive right of fishing. On the day named the 
prisoners were detected by the police in the very act of taking fish from the 
water, and, at the same time, the lime could not long have been placed in it, 
as it was only just becoming discoloured. A large quantity of very fine trout was 
on the surface, dead and dying, and, generally, a considerable amount of damage 
had been committed. One of the prisoners was found wading, and in this 
manner seizing the fish, whilst the other was assisting from the bank. When 
approached they made off, but were pursued and apprehended, and on being 
lodged in a police-station a handkerchief, which still contained lime, was found 
in the possession of Richardson. The jury found both prisoners guilty, and his 
Lordship, in passing sentence, said that both might be considered as very bad 
characters, inasmuch as they had been convicted of unlawful wounding, night 
poaching, wilful damage, and illegal fishing. It was a wasteful, brutal offence of 
which they had been found guilty, and they would each have to undergo three 
months’ imprisonment with hard labour. 


THE following offer comes from Brighton to the Director of the Mission to Deep 
Sea Fishermen, 181, Queen Victoria-street, E.C. In the course of a deeply sympa- 
thetic letter the writer remarks: “ My heart goes out so completely to this Mission 
to the Fishermen that in my little way perhaps I may be instrumental in substantial 
help being given, God grant it! I have no independent income at present, but have 
to work for my living. My offer is to give £10 if fifty others will give the same 
amount by the end of July, towards helping to clear the existing vessels from their 
mortgage liabilities. I have simply a horror of debt, and a glorious work like this 
Mission ought to be freed.” What do our readers say to this? The Mission is 
engaged in a noble enterprise upon the North Sea. It has been the means of 
ministering surgical and medical aid in some thousands of cases to men who otker- 
wise must have suffered most seriously, and in many instances have died, through 
exposure and neglect. Further, as Mr. Burdett-Coutts (a high authority on the sub- 
ject) truly remarked three years ago, the action of the Mission in supplying cheap 
tobacco to the smacksmen, coupled with the general advocacy of temperance prin- 
ciples, has constituted “the only effectual attempt to conteract the evil influence of 
the infamous foreign copers.” 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 


dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 28, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to—(ADYT.) 





ace 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


FISHING AT RYE HOUSE, HERTS. 
S1r,—Will you or any of your readers kindly inform me through the columns of 


the ‘“ F. G.” the kind of fishing to be had at the Rye House water? I should be 
very much obliged for any information.—-I am, &c., 
July 12. EAE 


[Day tickets for bottom-fishing in the Rye House water cost 2s., and 5s. for trout- 
fishing ; there are all kinds of fish. It is best not to select a holiday for this water, 
as there will be too many holiday-makers aout to give much chance of sport.— 
ED. | 


MATERIAL OF SEA LINES. 

Srr,—Perhaps the lines referred to by Mr. Hearder were made in some special 
manner ; but I have always found the continuously spun hair lines, when fitted at 
intervals with pipe leads, kink fearfully even when they are swivelled. For this 
reason I use the Guernsey knotted hair lines, each link of opposite lay. 

If Mr. Hearder looks again at my letter of July 3rd, he will find he misquotes 
me. The passage reads, “ When a lead is put on it must be at the extreme end”; 
there is nothing about a “ heavy lead.” ’ 

I may say that I always use horsehair lines for whiffing and drift-line fishing, 
and even for ground-fishing prefer them to hemp, The mixed line mentioned in my 
third article was only recommended as being cheaper. In my second I describe the 
hair lines with pipe leads.—I am, &c., E. GOSLING. 


FISHING IN THE OUSE, HUNTINGDON. 

Str,—Asa subscriber to your paper, I felt it my duty, in the interest of the 
public, and the London anglers’ in particular (several of whom are friends of mine), 
toask H. Rout for his authority for stating that the waters were strictly preserved, 
and that all anglers must pay—this statement of his being calculated to mislead, 
and prevent their coming down to fish. 

I have read his reply, which, to local anglers, is very vague. Mr, Maulden has 
hired the Godmanchester waters, which he has done, [I believe, for some years past. 
But the fishing in those waters belongs to the freemen of Godmanchester by birth- 
right, and seeing that they and others are enjoying this right to the fullest extent 
without let or hindrance, H. Rout’s report is, to say the least, very misleading. And 
even if Mr. Maulden has the sole right of the Godmanchester waters, my brother 
piscators, there is but 2 mere handful of them, and far from being the best of the 
Ouse fishing: 

Did H. Rout read the report of the Hunts Quarter Sessions held at Huntingdon, 
June 28, with regard to the formation of a fishing district for Huntingdon, in con- 
junction with Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely? If so, he will find not the 
slightest mention was made of the right of fishing being given to Mr. Maulden, H. 
Rout, or anybody else. 

It is a recognised fact amongst all anglers here that, beyond the above-mentioned 
small piece of water at Godmanchester, near the Mills, Mr, Maulden or H. Rout 
have no right to prevent angling or solicit subscriptions. J can quite understand 
the anxiety of Rout to establish a claim to subscriptions.—I am, &c., 

AN OLD OUSE ANGLER. 








GIANTS. 

S1r,—I am glad to learn that the capture 
Brandon, Norfolk, referred to in the FISHING GAZETTE of the 3rd inst., has been 
more than confirmed, as it appears to have weighed 7lb. 20z. According to the 
Ficld of the 9th January last, this extraordinary weight has been exceeded: Mr. 
Sydney R. Osborne, New Club, Brighton, therein refers to a chub taken by his 
brother in the Ouse which weighed 71b. 60z. 

I notice this week that Mr. Thomas Ford, Ancholme, Caistor, reports the capture 
ofa 28lb. carp. Will this also bear investigation ? 

Have you, Sir, ever heard of a Prussian carp coming within miles of the specimen 
referred to in the angling article in the Sporting Life of the 3rd inst., which states : 

“A Prussian carp a few days ago was taken with a landing-net out of the House 
Pool, Ferry Boat, Tottenham, which was estimated to weigh about 3lb. It was 
evidently in an exhausted condition, being suffering from parasites ; but after being 
carefully and. skilfully treated, it was returned, and swam away with renewed 
vigour. ’—I am, &c., GIANT. 

[ We have never seen or heard of a Prussian carp much over half this weight.— 
ED. | 


of a 7lb. loz. chub from the Ouse, 


RODS. 

Srr,—Much has been said anent “ rods,” and I have no doubt it will prove, as years 
roll on, quite an inexhaustible subject. After all, what does it come to? Well, it is 
pleasant, and sometimes profitable, to hear what others have got to say upon a sub- 
ject which often occupies one’s mind ; but does it not come to this—that each man 
has to suit and please himself? What will suit one man may not be within miles 
of another man’s notions, and in the case of a fishing-rod, so much depends upon a 
man’s idea of what is perfect. I began fly-fishing with a hickory rod, and liked 
it ; I tried greenheart—did not think much of it ; then went infor a hollow cane by 
“ Ogden Smith,” and thought that I had got the “thing,” above all others, to be 
desired. 

After awhile I had built for me a steel-centred ‘ Hardy ” split cane 11ft.—I threw 
all others aside, and said, ‘‘ Now I shall never look back again.” I havestuck to the 
Hardy for two seasons, and still like it better than any rod I ever used. I have full 
confidence in it ; I can throw a good and true line with it—I can hook and play afish, 
small or large, withit. I feel I have power in my rod, and, should I fortunately hook a 
“whopper,” my rod will be “all there.” This particular rod has been handled by 
many fishermen, and generally pronounced “‘first-rate.” Some say it is a little 
heavy ; perhaps it is, but not to my hand. Ventilate the subject as much as you 
like—it can dono harm, it will do good, and it will beamusing as well as instructive ; 
but it willnever settle the question, and to my mind it does\not want settling. The 
best rod for each of us is the one we can do best with : for myself, I can do best with 
a cane-built steel-centred rod. I may see something I like better ; if Ido I shall“ go 
for it”’and encourage “ trade.”—I am, &c., H. W. DAVIs. 

[The great difficulty we all have to contend with in getting at the rod which suits 
us best is our own prejudice and dislike of giving up pet theories. The more ex- 
perience we get, the less ready do we feel to say this rod or hook is right and that 
wrong. After all, as Mr. Davis says, the great thing is to be satisfied we have got 
the best to be had.—ED. | P 


WIMBLEDON LAKE. 

Srr,—According to Harper’s list, the weight of carp taken in this water this 
season, to July 7th, totals 46231b. But several fish have not been weighed in. The 
largest fish weighed 10lb., 1131b., and 101b., taken by Mr. Grant, jun., Mr. F. Miller, 
and Mr, Randall respectively. Gross weights, Mr. Newman, as usual, comes first, 
with 701b. (141b. of this total is not on the list); Mr. Randall second, with 544lb. ; 
Mr. Wall third, with 491b.; and Mr. Miller fourth, with 42}lb, Since June 26th, 
there have been captured two weighing 16lb., two weighing 8lb., and one weighing 
441b. Two good fish were lost on July 11th, both making for the flags and breaking 
away. Another nice fish I saw lost, the angler giving the rod no chance whatever ; 
had he lowered the point the instant his fish made its first plunge, instead of holding 
it as stiff as a marline-spike, a capture might have been made. If anglers will persist 
in using hair bottoms when fishing for carp (unless they are very skilful), they 
must expect to lose their fish. I have no pity for these men. The cygnet seized 
by the jack the other day was badly wounded about the head, and blood was oozing 
from the eyes. Master Jack must have given it a terrible nip. Harper says he had 
it cooked for dinner, and it was splendid eating. Rain would do the lake good, and 
cause both bream and carp to feed.—I am, &c., M, A. 

P.S,—Nearly all these fish were taken legering with gentles and paste, 
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MARVELLOUS BASKET. 

Srr,—Your issue of June 19th last, to which my attention has just been called, 
contains a letter from a Mr, E. M. Tod, Old Steine, Brighton, under the above 
heading, wherein he greatly impeaches my veracity as an angling correspondent, 
and to his unsought-for attack I shall, to the best of my ability, give him a reply. 
In the first place, the letter, so far as it concerns me, is, in my opinion, a perfect 
insult to acorrespondent. 2nd. He asks, “ How does Maxwheel get his information ?” 
As a member of the Fourth Hstate, I decline to inform him how correspondents and 
reporters get their information. Whether the question is a piece of impertinence or 
not, I leave your readers to judge. 3rd. I do not weight the takes I give by guess, 
and there are very few I could not get half-a-dozen witnesses of unimpeachable 
character to testify to. As to what condition the rivers have been in when the takes 
reported by me were got will best be seen by the introductions to my notes ; and as 
to the lures, I have generally given them also. As I amnota poacher or a roe-fisher, I 
never give credence to half the stories I hear about “'That basket must have been 
killed with ‘putty ’”—the local name for salmon roe. My reports are, generally 
speaking, given to me by the parties who themselves kill the trout—at least, they 
are in a great majority of cases ; and if correspondents are not to put faith and trust 
in those who give them information, then such publications as the “F. G.” and 
others of a similar nature must soon close their columns to such as ‘ Maxwheel.” 4th. 
About the 27Ib. basket killed on the Hye. Now, as to this take, all I have to say is 
this : “I saw the said Mr. Simpson exhibiting a trout somewhat over 8lb. in weight 
(and which is now in the hands of Mr. Brotherston, taxidermist here), and on asking 
him where he had killed it, he at once replied in the Eye, in Berwickshire, and he, 
unsolicited, at the said time said that he had killed 27lb. of trout in the same 
stream, ina few hours, with the fly.” What more evidence do you want? I can 
get any amount of witnesses to prove this statement of Mr. Simpson’s. 5th, The 
fishing in the South of Scotland has been-pretty good up to about a fortnight ago ; 
but there are fishers and fishers. Some go for a day’s outing and enjoyment, and 
‘some go to fish. Perhaps those who don’t know how don’t belong to the latter class 
of anglers ; and as to clear-water fishing, just let Mr. Tod look at the takes of the 
competitors in the summer competition of the Kelso Angling Association, which 
took place on Monday last, when a blazing sun shone fiercely out all day, and yet 
the baskets were good ; yes, every one of them—even those which were not in the 
prize list. As to Mr, T.’s reference regarding “ Maxwelltown's Braes, &c.,” wherein 
he says I may be honest, I treat the imputed dishonesty with contempt, as years of 
firm friendship with most of the best anglers on the Tweed in this district can 
testify to, while the positions of trnst I have held, and at present hold, stamp the 
imputation as a lie. 

As to Mr. T.’s P.S. anent “Silver Grey’s” account of the salmon and the sea. trout, 
I have nothing whatever to do; but it is a well-known fact that some anglers like 
toexaggerate when and where they can, if they think that it will bear the light 


of print. 
Trusting the above explanation will be satisfactory to Mr. Tod,—I am, &c., 
Kelso. MAXWHEEL. 


[ We can assure “ Maxwheel” that Mr. Tod did not intend to impeach his veracity ; 
he called attention rather too harshly back to what he considered a marvellous 
basket, and if the Eye referred to is that which runs by Grant’s House Station in 
Berwickshire, and into the sea at Eyemouth, then, from personal experience of the 
stream, we do not believe that “ 29lb. weight of trout were taken with fly in a 
few hours.” We do not know Mr. Simpson. ‘ Maxwheel” has cleared himself by 
giving the name of his informant.—ED. | 


j TICKETS TO ANGLERS FROM PONDER’S END STATION. 

S1r,—I was much surprised to see in your last issue a notice to this effect: “ The 
committee have much pleasure in stating that the Great Hastern Railway, with 
their usual liberality, have, on the application of Mr. Ghurney, granted the issue of 
privilege tickets from Ponder’s End.” 

Now, asI think it unfair that the association and their secretary should take 
credit for what this club has been the means of obtaining, may I ask you to insert 
‘this in your next. 

In November last I applied to the G.E.R. for the above-mentioned tickets, re- 
ceiving a very courteous reply, but stating that application must be made by the 
Central or Anglers’ Associations. I next wrote Mr. Ghurney, but from then till 
the end of the season I could, in spite of lettersand personal interviews, get nothing 
satisfactory from him, until at last he informed me the G.E.R. Co. would not grant 
the concession to my club. Determined to write again direct, this I did on the 19th 
June, and received their reply on 2nd July, granting the privilege, much to the 
surprise of Mr. Ghurney, when he was informed by our delegate on the following 
Monday while the very subject (owing to the agitation of other clubs) was under 
discussion. Members of this club had all along felt they had been treated with 
neglect, and determined to act for themselves, with the favourable result which is 
now made public as coming through the association on application of the secretary. 

I must apologise for trespassing on your space, but could not explain the case 
more briefly,—I am, c., 

C,. Hupson, Secretary Hounsfield Otters’ Angling Society. 





SEVERN, GLOUCESTER. 

S1R,—Your correspondent, ‘‘ Single Hair,” writes, in the “ F. G.” of 3rd inst. under 
the above heading, in a manner calculated (perbaps unintentionally) to mislead 
readers at a distance and unacquainted with the district. At Gloucester the Severn 
is tidal, and consequently there is very little angling in the river itself. Your 
correspondent writes :— ‘The tides in the river are now on; they will greatly 
improve the coarse-fishing, as they bring the fish up over the weirs from the lower 
river.” The fact is, there is no weir on the Severn lower than Gloucester, although 
there are weirs at that city, and at Tewkesbury, Worcester, and other points 
extending from forty to fifty miles above Gloucester. ‘There is fishing for coarse 
fish in the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal ; but, besides the captures which *‘ Single 
Hair” reports as having been made on that navigation, may I ask if any, and what, 
of the other takes which he enumerates were made on the Severn ?—I am, Xc., 

INQUIRER, 





RANDOM NOTES—FROGS UNDER WATER. 

S1r,—I should be glad if you, or any of your readers, could tell me how frogs 
breathe under water? I watched some last March, and I never saw them open 
their mouths. Surely they cannot breathe through their nostrils when thus im- 
mersed, and they must get air somehow. Recollect, there are no gills in this case.— 
Tam, Xc., Mark ANTONY, 


THE ANGLER AND THE STEAM LAUNCH. 

Srr,—On Saturday evening, July 10th, whilst legering off the bank between 
Sunbury and Hampton, I had the misfortune to have my rod, winch, and all pulled 
off the bank by a steam launch going down the river; the line evidently having 
been drawn up into the screw. If it should come to the knowledge of any angler 
friend that it has been recovered, and he will kindly forward me any information 
to our club-house, the Old Tabard Inn, High-street, Borough, S.E., I shall be ex- 
tremely obliged to him, and shall be pleased to reward the finder of same.—I am, Xc., 

R. L. ATCHISON. 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM.—SNATCHING BARBELL. 

- Str,—Angling news for the past week has been moderate. Salmon are not to be 
caught by either angling or netting. Some very fair catches of roach, perch, and 
eels have been got at Weston with an odd barbel. In the Shardlow length several 
baskets of barbel have been taken by the snatching fraternity. Some Derby friends 
saw them at their little game. It is a pity such unfair angling cannot be stopped. 
A nice lot of bream were caught on Saturday by Derby anglers, most other fishermen 
getting fish—principally eels, I had a lot myself, and four jack. Down the river 
sport has been yery fair, At Clifton a barbel has been caught 7lb, lloz, At Stoke 











Ferry a friend had twenty-seven eels on Saturday. At Fiskerton a few trout have 
been caught, one angler getting three anda half brace. A friend had a brace from 
Gunthorpe—something unusual for the Trent.—I am, &c., 


July 12. ANY. 





FISHING IN DEVON OR CORNWALL WANTED. 

S1r,—I shall be very much obliged if any of your correspondents could tell me of 
some place on the coast of Devon or Cornwall, or even in South Wales, where one 
could get good plain accommodation, and combine sea air with good trout-fishing ?— 
Lam, &c., 

July 12. SWANNANOA. 

[ We should recommend our correspondent to go to Lynmouth, in North Devon, 
one of the most lovely spots in England. The trout do not run large, but there are 
large fish in most of the deep pools. Perhaps some other angler will suggest other 
places._ED. | 





THE “IMPROVED DERBYSHIRE TROUT REEL.” 
Mr. W.H. Hunson, of 244, Manchester-street, Oldham, sends a reel, to which 
he gives the above title, and for which he claims the following advantages :— 

“The advantages of this reel are its lightness, durability, and quickness in 
getting the fish under command of the rod when hooked. The reel is con- 
structed without screws, and the nuisance of screws working loose is thereby 
avoided, as the framework of the reel is all riveted up together. The barrel 
can instantly be detached for oiling, by pulling a small spring at the footstep. 
There is no noise as with the click reel, the friction being applied by a spring, 
and acts as a break to prevent the reel overrunning. The lightness of this reel 
enables the fisherman to fish the dry fly day after day, without the wrist being 
fatigued.” 

The reel is well made, but it is not light ; and if it is not an infringement of 
Mr. D. Slater's patent Combination Reel, then all we can say is that to take out 
a patent is sheer waste of money—in fact, we cannot understand how Mr. 
Hudson obtained a patent in face of Mr. Slater’s reel ; his agent must have been 
very careless in examining the Patent Office records. Mr. Slater was the first 
man to bring out a Nottingham winch with bars like an ordinary winch, and 
with a detachable spool, and that is just what Mr. Hudson’s winch is. Mr. 
Hudson gives an illustration which, except in size, is exactly like Mr. Slater’s 
illustration of his winch, which appears in our columns every week, and which 
Mr. H. must surely have seen. 





NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 
Tue following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 
for the Fisu1nc GazerTEe by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may be obtained :— 


8799.—GEoRGE FREDERICK PrRriESTLEY, of Halifax, for an invention of “ An 
Improved Fish Hook.” 

8892.—RopertT Munro CAMPBELL, and THoMAs GELLION HENDERSON, of 
Glasgow, for an invention of “ Improvements in Fishing Tackle.” 

8904.—Joun TuurLow, of Barking-road, Plaistow, for an invention of 
“ Improved Fishing Trawl.” 

8965.—HaroLtp Wyers, of Redditch, for an invention of “Sliding Spring 
Fish Hooks, and a method of applying them to Artificial and to Natural 
Fishing Baits.” 





HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Thongh it is impossible, in this climate of changing 
temperature, to prevent ill-health altogether, yet its form and frequency may be much mitigated by 
t .e early adoption of :emedial mcasures. When hoarseness, cough, thick breathing, and the attending 
slight fever indicate irritation of the throat or chest, Holloway’s Ointment should be rubbed upon 
ti ese parts without delay, and his Pillls taken in appropriate doses, to promote its curative action. 
No catarrhs or sore throats cin resist these remedies. Printed directions envelope every pickage of 
Holloway’s medicaments, which are suited to all ages and conditions, and to every ordinary disease 
to which humanity is liable. 





GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE OF 
OUTDOOR SPORTS. 


Conducted by POULTNEY 
BIGELOW. 

General English Editor: 
RICHARD GOWING. 
English Angling Editor : 
R. B. MARS LON. 

Very finely Illustrated by the best 
English and American Artists. 


PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
CONTENTS of the JULY 
NUMBER :— 
Frontispiece : MEMORIAL SER- 
VICE IN THE FORECASTUE, 

I, Ranch Life and Game 
Shooting in the West, 
V. MDlustrated. 
II. A Thrush, Poem. 
By Frank Demster Sherman. 
III. The History of Ameri- © 
can Yachting. II. 
Illustrated by Fred. 8, Cozzens. 
IV. Cambodian Rose Tree. 
V. The Sunset Land. ITI. A 
Tale of Rocky Moun- 
taia Adventure. 


Illustrat) 2, 
VI. The Angler. Poem. 


VII. After Geronimo. V. 
Illustrated. 


VIII. Around the World ona 
NO ed —tt Bicycle. X. 

oa ; 5 aoa Tilustrated, 
WARNRNER’S SAFE CURE IX, The Last Me the 


i , ‘‘ Surprise.” 
Is made from a simple tropical leaf of rare yalue, and is a _ 












































EXACT FAC-SIMILE OF WRAPPER. 
ONE-EIGHTH FULL SIZE, 


THIS WRAPPER HOLDS THE LARGEST 4/6 BOTTLE IN THE MARKET. 


na } Illustrated 
ositive remedy for all diseases that cause pains in the @ ; 
fower part of the body ; for torpid liver, headache, jaun- X. Mars and Mammon. 
dice, dizziness, gravel, and all difficulties of the kidneys, 2 L Seedmaap hn 
liver, and urinary organs. For Female Discases it has no XI, Famous Oarsmen of the 
equal. Itrestores the organs that make the blood, and hence Tyne. Illustrated. 


is the best Blood Purifier. It is the only known remedy 

that cures BRIGH'T’S DISEASE. 

(For Diabetes use Warner's Safe Diabetes Cure, 4/6 per Bottle.) 

_ faery WARNER'S SAFE CURE arr we eshore For rage all 
emists and Druggists, and at the Stores. Price 4/6. If your : son N 

chemist does not keep it, and will not order it, send your Bae ated car eectyarbacniae. 

orders to H, H. WARNER & CO., 47, FARRINGDON ST., LONDON, E.G. | Fleet Street, H.C. 


XII, The Matterhorn. 
Ijlustrated. 
and at Railway 

Bookstalls, &e. 


Of all Booksellers 
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TO FISHERMEN, SPORTSME N, Price 2s, 6d.; post free, 2s. 9d.; strong cloth 





rt 
TACKLE DEALERS, & Others. ) ' 8 aU 

Mess msnotal srore aoa Bowlker'S Art OF Angling, | § | 0) Lk 
sale of GUNS and RIFLES, FISHING TACKLE, —- 


and SPORTING MISCELLANTES, on July 2lst a 160 pages, with Coloured Plate of Flies. 
and SrOh xr MISC 4LANIES, on July Z1s F: 

consignment of first-class FISHING RO 
America, consisting of Split-cane Trout 
Hickory and Greenheart Trout, Bass 


7 Qa) ces at nts 5 aie 
rods Bale coimences’ & G. WOOLLEY, Printer and Publisher, LUDLOW. 
Catalogues gratis. 


MR. J. SANDERSON’S 
(GROWN INN, SCOTLAND STREET, SHEFFIELD) 


1X TEENTH 
ALL-ENGLAND ANGLING SWEEPSTAKES, 


Mr. J, SANDERSON most respectfully announces to his Angling Friends and the 
public generally, that he will give 





One of the best books on Trout and Grayling 
Fishing. 








The “SWAN” HOTEL, |LYXMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 
WALTGN-ON-THAMES, LYNDALB HOTEL and 


i FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 
apap Siren 7 late 
Proprigior; J! Pe WHEELDON, late | er oueea sonatas and TOURISTS, 
Angling Hditor of “ Bell’s Life in and under the same management. 
London” and “ Land and Water.” Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 


: A 5 sceneries in the North of Devon, with about 20 
Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately | miles of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 


facing one of the best angling reaches of | mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 


‘ it 1 N Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams, 
the Thames. eee TROUT aah apes: Permission for Fishing can be obtained at the 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fis Hotels. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 


being known to lie in Walton reach and | position of Hotels. 

the celebrated “deeps.’’ Punts, fishermen, WM: BEVAN, Proprietor. 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice. Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house having been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 
from top to bottom, The Proprietor 
desires to make his house “an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire to learn the 
many mysteries of the ‘contemplative 





precisely, 
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ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
nek their wants known through the medium 
of the 





To be Competed for by the kind permission of the Lincoln Association, in the 
RIVER WITHAM, at KIRKSTEAD ee om 
3 5 ) (published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 

















ON man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all neighbourhood of these rivers. 
RP styles and varieties of angling, and espe- iews of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
MOND AY, JULY 2 Sth, 1886. cially in the little known practice of cast- | 0btained at the office of this paper. 
ENTRANCE 5s. HACH. OPEN TO ALL ENGLAND. ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 

‘ lie Lata Nottingham reel, DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 
First Prize £25 O 0) Sixth Prize £6 O O| Tenth Prize £8 0 0 - Barle fF ishing _ Association. 

Second ,, 18 GC O| Seventh ,, 5 O O Eleventh,, 210 0 Aj ‘ i ‘ 
Third . 14 0 0/|Fighth ° 4 0 O Twelfth ,, 200 1 HH The Barle is preserved for 33 miles, from Dulver- 
Fourth ,, 10 O O|Nintn ,, 810 O Thirteenth 110-0 ton Bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fifth r Ls ie Ke Be | Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets : 


Also a number of Minor Prizes, the Gifts of his Friends. 

THE USUAL PERCENTAGE MONEY, £5, in place of being spint at the Distribution of Prizes (oD 
Wednesday, July 28th at Seven o'clock, at the Crown Inn, Scotland-street), will be spent in purchasing 
Prizes, and each Prize placed on the table, bearing a Ticket to notify the fact. 

USUAL FISHING RULES WILL BE STRIOTLY ADHERED TO. 
Anglers’ Numbers not Tranferable. Anyone found trafficking with numbers will be disqualified. 


Day, 1s.; Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s.; Season, 10s. 6d. 
An additional 10s. 6d. for Salmon Fishing. Tickets 
can be obtained at “ Lion and Lamb Hotels” and 
“Carnarvon Arms.’ Good Hotels and Private 
Lodgings. Plenty of free Fishing near, in Exe and 
Barle. Further information of 


J. H, BERE, Hon. Sec,, 


FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 














ENTRIES MAY BE MADE AT THE FOLLOWING PLACES :— ! j ' DULVERTON, 
i532 . bagi Aas CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. | _ 

Mr, J. Sanderson, Crown Inn, Scotland-street. Mr. Backhouse, Providence-buildings, Wakefield. PUNTS. & 
Mr. Jones, Tackle Dealer, 81, Brozd-lane. Mr. Welsh, Hope ani Anchor, West Hill-street, BOATS, PU , &e, TROUT FISHING 
Mr. Leonard, Bridge Inn, Pond-street. | Oldham, ‘Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” s 
a Me eeu cae eo ree gg Mr. B ere Cee pes Doneaster, Bis gto: Diary ee * | Five miles water of Right Hon, Earl of 

r, Wastnedge, Brave Old Oak; Charles street. Mr. Beadsley, King’s Arms, Carbrook, TAN i . F 
Mr. A, Mns:roft, Derby Hotel, Lansdowne-road. | South Yorkshire Crowle Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan Carnarvon ae = ees free to 
ir gaat noon, § Duke isch Park Lo ee stations to Welsh Harp, RVON ARMS HOTEL 
Mr. J. F: ; Lack éaler, Liz Vie ends n, Keadby, s 
Mr. Sam Price, Thorne. And all the Angling Houses in Sheffield ; or by (Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) CARNA ME N A T ’ 
Mr. T. Ratcliffe, B erseller, Staley Bri ige. P.O.0. to the above address, DULVERTON STATION. 
Mr. Frith, Sho maker, Swinton Bridge. 5 R = =a Fine bracing air, wild scen 

T. CULLINGWORTH, President. C. LOCKWOOD, Secretary. BO, billiards, tennis, Five hours from London’ 


SALMON, GRILSE, TROUT, 


And other Fishing in the Celebrated 
LOCHS CONN AND CULLEN, ¢éc. 
THOMAS CLARKE, Fisherman, begs leave to 
inform his friends and gentlemen that he has a 
Lodge at the Lake for the accommodation of 
anglers, also good Boats. Terms moderate.— 
Apply to J. CLARKE, Lough Conn Lodge, 
Cloughans, Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland. 
(Large Gillaroo Troutand Heavy Pike in the Lake.) 


The Water contains the following kinds of Fish, viz. :—PIKRE, PERCH, ROACH, BREAM, TENCH, 
EELS, CHUB, GUDGEON, &c. 


SPE I A T T ATI for 1,2, or 3 Days, will leaye Rotherham (Central) at 
A : i234 LE uf 7.15, Broughton-lane at 7.26, Attercliffe at 7.29, SHET- 
FIELD (Victoria) at 80, Darnall at 8.5, Woodhouse at 8.12, Kiyeton Park at 8.20, and WORKSOP at 


8.30 p.m., for Cottam, Torksey, Saxilby, Lincoln, Bar iney, Southrey, K{RKSTEHAD, Tattershall, Dog- 
dyke, Langrick, and Boston. 


a 
TROUT FISHING! TROUT FISHING ! 
ONLY 16 MILES FROM LONDON. 
1} Miles of Water, well stocked and pre- 
served, Free to Visitors stopping at the 
LION HOTEL, FARNINGHAM. 


Under new management. French Chéf, First- 
class Wines. Moderate Tariff. 


Norfolk Rivers & Broads 


To LET by Day, Week, or Month, a very 
Comfortable Good Sailing YACHT, Nine 
Tons, ce 


Fares to Lincoln, 2s. 6d.; Kirkstead, 8s. Sd.; Boston, 3s. 6d. 
Returning from Boston at 6 30, Langrick at 6.40, Dog dyke at 6.51, Tattershall at 6.55, KTRKSTEAD, 


.3, Southrey at 7.12, Bardney at 7.19, Lincoln at 7.45, Saxilby at 8.0, Torksey at 8.10, and Cottam 
p.m. 


t7 
t 8.1 
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WANSTEAD, ESSEX, 
FISHINGS POs LEds 


Limited number of Subscribers required for fish- 
ing in Eight Acres of Strictly Preserved Water 
known as the “Basin,” plentifully stocked with 
Tench, Carp, Roach, Pike, and Eels. 

Twenty Minutes from Fenchurch-street and 
Liverpool-street Stations. - For terms apply to 


J. W. SIMMONS, 
62, WELLESLEY Roap, WANSTEAD. 
Stamp for reply. 


On 


> 





MALLOGH’S New Patent 
CASTING REEL, 


See the Field, November 1st; the FISHING 
GAZETTE, Nov. 9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 

hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel, 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel. 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run. 
Descriptive Cireular and Price on Application, 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs, 
Received the Highest Awardsin the World atthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for ‘1.es; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; Gold Medal for 
Trc it Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 
Spe-ial Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels, Also, set 
Diplomas of Honour, 
TI TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, 


ALL WHO REQUIRE 


GOOD PRINTING, 
STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 


PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICHS, &., &., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY To 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 
2, Grocers’ Hall Court, Poultry, London, E.¢. 








_  Apply— 
T.PEART, Limpenhoe, GT, YARMOUTH, 


OULTON BROAD FISHERY, 
LOWESTOFT 


(Preserved under the ae and Suffolk Fisheries 
ct). 








AELOG LAKE HOTEL, TY-CROES, 

near HOLYHEAD.—Excellent Trout-Fish- 

ing in Lakes and Rivers close to the above; also 

Sea-Bathing and Fishing (sea close to hotel), Ex- 

tensive Shootings. Boats in Lakes and Sea. Splendid 

Billiard Room newly opened, Lawn Tennis. Terms 
most moderate.—Apply, Proprietor. 


CLEARANCE SALE 


SHING RODS & TACKLE 


Qa a ea HOTEL, Mutford Bridge. 

Beautifully situated. G. MASON, Proprietor. 
Established nearly a century. Boats 2s., full bait 
1s., men 4s, per day. Terms for stopping visitors 
on application. Gravel and sandy soil. 














Giving up the Premises, A Glass Show Case for Sale. 


THE SOLESKIN 
PATENT PHANTOM, 


Made from the real skin of the sole, are now much improved in shape and durability 
They were the best killing baits during last season, 


Sold by all the principal Tackle Makers throughout the Country, and the trade 
only supplied by 


M. CARSWELL & CO., GLASGOW. 


THE ONLY MAKERS AND PATENTEES, 
\ 








15, FETTER LANE, LONDON. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE.—Excursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver. 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, &c. Fares, 3s,, ls. 9d., 1s. 6d. 

For full particulars see Bills. 

London, July, 1886. 





WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


TOBACGOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 
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MISSION TO DEEP-SEA FISHERMEN, 


The Offices of the Mission have been Removed to 
181, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, EC. 


Sir EDWARD BIRKBECK, Bart., M.P., Vice-President. 
C. S. READ, Esq., Chairman of Finance Committee. 
E. J. MATHER, Esq., Director. 









The spiritual and philanthropic effort organised in 1881 on 
_-| behalf of the thousands of Smacksmen who, with very brief 
====\ intervals of rest, are engaged all the year round in the Deep- 
Sea Trawling Fleets has, by the blessing of Almighty God, 
proved of the utmost value. S1x Mission Vessels are crnis- 
ing amongst the North Sea Trawling Fleets. 12,000 smacksmen are engaged all the 
year round in providing our tables with fish. These men, who for us toil through 
furious blast and sleety storm—who hazard their lives and fall victims, hundreds of 
them, to the pitiless waves, that markets at home may be well supplied—may rightly 
claim some small share in the privileges we so richly enjoy and so highly prize. 
THIS THEY CAN ONLY HAVE THROUGH THE 
PRESENCE OF THE MISSION VESSELS 

Carrying to the fishermen the message of Divine mercy and pardoning love, bringing 
the pleasure of books to while away the weary hours, affording relief in case of sick- 
ness and injury, and cheering and brightening dull and monotonous lives by their 
presence and ministry. The Director will gladly attend drawing-rooms and other 
meetings to tell the story of the interesting work and exhibit his Dissolving Views. 





Gifts of Books, Tracts, and Periodicals are most acceptable. The demand for Mittens 
and Mufilers being very great, the Director will send samples to any ladies willing to 
assistin supplying them. FUNDS are GREATLY NEEDED to enable the Mission 
to place a Vessel with each of the 12 Fleets. 

N.B.—The Offices were removed to the present address in December last. Attention to the 
change will save much trouble, time, and expense tothe Mission. 


WHISKY, 


SCOTCH & IRISH, 
THE FINEST THE WORLD PROLUCES 


40s per Dozen. 19s. per Gallon. 


NET CASH WITH ORDER ONLY. 
There is nothing Finer than this to be had at any Price. 








As Sample, a Single Bottle will be sent 
Free by Parcels Post, on receipt of 3s. 4d, 
or the Whisky may be tasted at the follow- 
ing Address between the hours of 9 and 6, 
Saturdays 9 and 2, 


GRIERSON, OLDHAM & CO., 


28, MARTIN’S LANE, CANNON ST.. LONDON, E.C. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 


must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 


panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 


addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


and the Provinces, 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 








The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 


the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 





For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d. 
» Six Months ” ” ” ” ” bE 4 
», Three Months ,, is x oF 3 Re aavaaia nes 2 8 

To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


arr ; ’ ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 


188, Fleet-street, London. 
TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishine Gazette. 


SATURDAY, JULY 24, 1886. 














ANGLING NEAR LONDON.—ELSTREE RESERVOIR. 
(Concluded from page 31.) 


Hooxs.—For my part, I should use precisely the same gut bottoms that we use 
when stret- pegging for dace in the Trent, with a hook just a size larger (for I 
am no advocate for large hooks), either No. 7 or 8, according to fancy ; but if 
the hook is too small it is impossible to make a good-sized worm look attractive 
when attempting to threddle it in the ordinary way. 

For instance, I have seen anglers trying to get a whole lob threddled on a 
No. 9 hook, with a result truly lamentable, the worm after two or three throws 
presenting the appearance of a monkey-nut. There is only one way of putting 
a good-sized worm on a small hook, and that is by sending the hook clean 
through the head crosswise, say, jin. from the mouth, then push the worm up 
the gut ; serve the middle of the worm in precisely the same manner with the 
hook, pull the gut through, then push the point of the hook in about din. from 
the end of the tail, just making the point come through, and there you are. 

This is often a very good bait for t-nch, especially when fishing on the bottom ; 
but mark, unless you can throw in such a manner as to make your float kiss the 
water as lightly as a falling leaf, or at all events very lightly, you will tear the 
gut clean through the worm, and make a terrible mess of it, Such baits should 
only be used by adepts at casting. On the other hand, I have often seen a No. 
9 or 10 hook sticking into the tough, leathery head of the worm, whilst the tail 
portion has been hanging down like a miniature shoestring, and although this 
may be, and no doubt is, a very good bait when legering for very large roach 
or barbel in the Thames, &c., in a slightly discoloured water, to my fancy, for 
pond-fishing it is simply horrible. Bold-biting fish as the perch is known to be, 
he is often just as finikin and particular in taking his food as your carp and 
tonch—and shall I say barbel ?—and, as stated above, will even turn up his nose at 
a minnow. On other occasions I have seen him snap up worms when in the act 
of sinking in the water with lightning-like rapidity, perhaps not quite so quickly 
as hungry eels will take in bits of fish when sinking, but very nearly. Do not 
believe the perch is a slow- biting fish—nothing of the kind. It appears to me 
that perch may often be captured by a moving bait (1 mean by a bait which 
they think is going to escape them) when they will not look at a stationary one. 
I have scen this repeatedly. They have a fine, bright, beautiful, magnificent 
eye, and it is just possible they can see further than we suppose. Like a cat, 
they sometimes delight to pounce upon their prey. Does not that sp*endid poet, 
Pope, say— 

“The bright-eyed perch with fins of Tyrian dye”? 


Roacu.—A roach has been taken here that weighed IIb. 14}0z. Past ex- 
perience teaches me that I must be particular, and I believe it was caught by a 
member of the North-Western Club ; if so, he hada good take of roach on the 
same day, which were all caught with the worm, and though many good roach 
are taken with bread and paste, and a paste m:de from the inside of an arrow- 
root biscuit, using bran and barley meal for ground-bait, in the latter part of 
the season the best roach are nearly always captured with worms, the marsh 
worm for choice, with the tail-end for the hook. The roach from this water 
are handsome fish, well-shaped, compact, and with plenty of colour in the fin ; 
and the rudd, though not numerous, are splendid fellows. 

Marsn Worms.—As these seem to be special favourities both here and at the 
Welsh Harp, I may just as well state that they should never be used until they 
have been scoured in fresh moss for at least a week ; but if they are kept in 
moss eight or ten days, or even a fortnight, they will be all the better for it. 
The tail portion isa very tempting bait when the worm is well scoured, and will 
wear well if properly used. They should be “ picked ” over two or three times, 
all dead ones cast out, and kept in an earthenware vessel, 

Erzs.—l should think that if two or three places were well baited for 
eels with sheep's offal (a little putrid), especially in warm, showery, thundery 
weather, real good sport might be obtained legering with lobs with or without 
a float, using a couple of perforate! B B or swan shots, or a small bullet, and 
a Nottingham plumbing tackle with a stiffish rod. The bullet should rest 
about lin. above the loop of the gut,and about the middle of the gut a No. 4 
shot may be placed. The best rod for this work, in my opinion, would be a 
Nottingham plumbing rod, the same we use when legering for barbel in strong 
streams. Such arod I bought of Martin, of Newark, at the Tournament, for 
7s. 6d. ; a beauty. 

Rupp.—lIf my experience goes for anything, I should think on a warm, 
muggy day, at low water, rudd might be taken float-fishing in the Nottingham 
style on a roach tackle with a cockspur or red garden worm in nice, quiet, 
still places, using lob-worms cut up into very small pieces for ground-bait ; 
not too many. It appears to me there are certain places which rudd and 
tench frequent at low water, just the same as other fish (dace, bream, roach, 
and eels, for instance) frequent certain places in a rise of water. In ponds 
of this description in a rise of water they can find plenty of food amongst 
the weeds and grass along the shore (take the Welsh Harp Fishery, for 
instance), then they can afford to despise ordinary baits ; but I may be 
mistaken. All I know is, I have frequently taken rudd at low water in 
waters where I should never think of angling for other fish. The same remark 
often applies to tench. 


TENCH.—This is notoriously a tench water. For example, Mr. J. J. Manley, 
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in that excellent work, “ Fish and Fishing,” at page 249, says : “A year or two 
ago, when the water was very low at Elstree Reservoir, a large number of tench 
were taken of between 3 and 4lb. in weight.” But mark, it is very seldom you 
can get them on like that, and the keeper says that in some seasons they bite 
much more readily than they do at others, wherefore he cannot tell. There are 
various reasons, but I am limited to space, and cannot stop to explain—it would 
take too long. Hesays when they are “on” they are mad on. For example, 
four years ago two anglers occupying one punt took 70lb. weight of tench in 
one day, some going over 4lb., and very few scaling under 2lb.—a marvellous 
take, Last year the largest specimen caught weighed 44lb., and the great bulk 
captured weighed over 2lb. Unfortunately, no record has been kept. The best 
period for tench-fishing in ponds is from the middle of June to the end of 
September ; but tench may be taken from September to March in rivers, and 
oftenare. It is sheer nonsense to suppose they cannot be caught after Sep- 
tember, hibernate or not. Early and late are the best times for tench, but they 
will often bite all day on dull, warm, muggy days. Use a No.7 or 8 round-bend 
Carlisle hook, and bait with a maiden lob, cockspur, or brandling worm ; try all 
three, for sometimes they will take one when they will not look at the others. 
The bait should rest on the bottom, and the worm should be as lively as 
possible. 'To this last statement many anglers will object ; but depend upon it, 
this is the most natural position for the worm to be in a still water. For my 
part, I should use precisely the same tackle which I use when stret-pegging for 
dace, &c., with a float two or three sizes smaller—in fact, a very small float ; and 
anglers contemplating a day’s tench-fishing should go down on the previous day, 
get Chesher to bait a place, and begin to fish by daybreak on the following morn- 
ing. The above dace-tackles or “ tafts” are about ayard in length, fine, but strong ; 
the hook a No. 7 or 8, according to fancy. In windy weather many anglers 
leger for tench without a float, but I should always advocate the use of one 
when possible, for I consider it poor work fishing for tench without. The 
interest surrounding a good old-fashioned tench bite is something terrific, and 
the intense relief of the angler when Master Tench makes the final “run” or 
descent after keeping him in the most terrible suspense for goodness know how 
Jong, can be more easily imagined than described. On this account give tench 
plenty of time, and in case you hook a good one, always be prepared to let out 15 or 
20 yards of line ix a moment, as the first tremendous rush of a heavy fish when he 
feels the cold steel is something to remember. 

As regards punt-fishing, someone somewhere says, ‘“‘ The great secret of success 
is to get the fish together without the slightest disturbance” ; therefore, when you 
ground-bait, plumb the depth, so that when you approach your punt—which 
should be fixed all ready overnight—you know the exact depth to fish.” 
Approach the punt with your boat as silently as you can, sit as still as death, 
and as far back in the punt as possible, and fish as fine as you can with safety. 
All along the lovely, grassy bank at the weir end of the lake tench may be 
captured, and good roach are often taken at the celebrated May Bush Swim. 
Last year the proprietor put some 2,500 roach, tench, perch, and carp in the 
lake. It is somewhat difficult to get the fish on (especially tench) ; but when 
you can get them in the right humour, you may rely upon having a glorious 
time. Subscriptions for the use of one rod only: Annually, £1 1s. ; annually, 
with use of punt, £2 2s. ; all live-bait fishing, 2s. 6d. per day ; all bottom-fishing, 
1s. per day ; charge for punt, 2s. 6d. per day. 

The fishery is closed on March 15th, and opens for all kinds of fishing on 
June 15th. Pleasure boats may also be hired at reasonable rates. The lake is 
supplied by land-springs surrounding the water and by two brooks, the one 
rising on Stanmore Common running into Mrs. Brightwin’s ponds, then into 
Kilby’s Brook, and emptying itself into the little reservoir ; whilst the other 
(Magpie Hall Brook) starts from Bushey Heath, runs across country for about 
two miles, and empties itself into the large reservoir in the long corner swim 
(a good swim for perch and jack). This may aocount for both roach and rudd 
attaining such a good size. I may just mention that the ponds (three in number) 
through which the brook flows rising on Stanmore Common and emptying 
itself into the little reservoir are strictly private, and the brooks are too shallow 
to fish in. 








SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXII. 
By W. MuRDOOH. 
THE UGIE (ABERDEENSHIRE). 
(Continued from page 3, Vol. XIII.) 

THE SOUTH UGIE: TROUTING.—Weather and water alike suitable 
for angling, the Ugie, in the trouting season, generally gives capital 
sport. It is almost everywhere well stocked with common river or 
brook trout. In the upper reaches of the South Ugie, and the small 
burns running into them, smallish trout of very fine quality are par- 
ticularly numerous. Mr. Fordyce, of Brucklay, is the proprietor of 
these waters—at least, of the greater extent of them, and no one is 
hindered from fishing. 

__For the matter of a couple of miles the principal head stream of the South 
Ugie is only a small burn. After running a mile and‘a half it is augmented by 
Aulies burn, a tiny spring stream, and half a mile farther on by the Broomhill 
burn from the peat moss of Nittensheads. In the summer months these streams 
yield lots of small trout to anglers fishing with lively little red worms. From 
the middle of May to the end of July is the best time, and a basket of from five 
to six dozen trout, averaging six to the pound, is a good take ina day. Fly 
kills, but not nearly so well as the worm, and there is more difficulty in using it 
owing to the narrowness of the stream. Trout up to lb. in weight are occa- 
sionally met with. These in general enter appearance when the water is a little 
coloured, and are oftenest got quite close to the bank in deep, slow water. 
The trouting is not quite so good now as it used to be in the days when meadows 
and haughs were common along the streams. 

In the stretch of water between the mouth of Broomhill burn and the intake 
at Waulkmill, and in the lade anddam between the intake and Mill of Federate, 
capital baskets of nice small trout are got—with worm when the water isa little 
coloured, and with fly when a very stiff breeze from the west causes a ripple on 
the surface of the water. In this locality fishing with the fly in the evening is 
attended with a good deal of success during the summer months. 

The fine stretch of water—about 14 miles in length—between the Mill at 
Federate and the policies of Brucklay Castle, is remarkably well stocked with 
trout of a pretty fair size. Fishing finely with small flies, and keeping well out 
of sight, one can easily make a good basket on this water on a favourable day 
any time between the middle of April and the end of June. The best part 
extends from the Burn of Whitehill down to the woods of Brucklay. Every- 
where, from Brucklay north-west, the district traversed by the stream is 
very bare, and much in need of gshelier from wood. Federate Castle, once a 








famous stronghold, but now a dismantled, battered old ruin, “frequented by rats, - 
rabbits, jackdaws, and other fallow deer,” is an object of considerable interest 
at hand. 

Brucklay Castle, a fine baronial edifice, haying a Noah’s Ark for its topmost 
story, stands on the left or north bank of the Ugie, the ground rising gently 
from the stream to the site. Within the policies of the Castle the trouting is 
preserved, and alongside the river is an artificial isleted lake of about two acres 
in extent, containing abundance of Loch Leven and river trout. Good sport is 
got, and liberty to fish for a day is seldom refused, if the applicant happens to~ 
know, or is fortunate in procuring an introduction to, any of the Brucklay 
family. 

A Phoics piece of water, nicely varied with stream, pool, and shallow, and 
everywhere abundantly stocked with good trout, extends from the woods of 
Shevado, on the outskirts of Brucklay Castle policies, down to the Bridge of 
Oldmaud, about a quarter of a mile distant from Maud Junction Railway 
Station. In the months of May and-June capital sport is got in this.stretch 
by fishing lightly with moderately-small flies. A fair proportion of the trout 
run toa good weight. There is excellent accommodation at the Station Hotel, 
Maud, and the plan is to fish up to the top of the stretch (two miles), and fishing 
back, return to the hotel in the evening. r 

In thestretch of water between the Bridge of Oldmaud and the old Abbey of 
Deer less sport is generally got than one, from its appearance, might reasonably 
expect. The length of this reach is close on four miles, and the variety of its 
water is tempting ; but, singularly enough, the trout do not take very freely 
except in a few places up and down about Mill of Clackriah. The lower portion 
is sinuous, the water running in the original channel, and it contains much good 
spawning ground. Harly in May nice trout are got in the Clackriah part, and 
many of them run to a good size. Fly is the most killing, and a good cast is 
made up of a hare lug, a quill gnat, and a partridge ruff. Few good trout are to 
be found in even the most trouty-looking places in the lowerlength. Close by 
is Aikeybrae, which, in 1308, witnessed the final overthrow of the Comyns of 
Buchan by Edward, brother of King Robert the Bruce, and near to the foot of 
the hill where the market stands there isa cluster of tumuli, pointing out the 
graves of warriors who fell in the bloody encounter. 

There are several good casts for salmon in the water between the old bridge 
west of the Abbey and the village of Old Deer. Trout-fishing in this stretch is 
attended with good results. The fishing .is chiefly with the fly, and ia the 
earlier months and during the evenings of summer capital baskets are often 
made. In the immediate vicinity of the village the water is too much flogged. A 
mile or so distant is the mansion house of Pitfour, in front of which is an 
artificial lake (covering forty-five acres), abundantly stocked with tench, carp, 
perch, and Loch Leven trout. “The house and grounds are on a large scale, 
and with a lake of forty-five acres, shrubberies, flewer gardens, several" jets 
d eau, anda miniature model of the Temple of Thesus, with fine old timber and 
thriving young plantations. Pitfour is one of the finest residences in the 
country.” 

Although trees somewhat interfere with the fishing, good sport may be 
reckoned on in the stretch between Old Deer and the Bridge of Balus, 24 miles. 
Good trout abound, and fishing finely with small flies on a suitable day a fair 
number of these may be caught. Aden House, the Barony of Alneden, is quite 
near, and “ the grounds, which include the sloping banks of the river, are clothed 
with lofty trees, and cut into numerous footpaths, carry you at once from 
scenes of social enjoyment to the quiet seclusion of the leafy woods, the song of 
birds, and the everlasting music of the river.” : 


Fine sport is got in the water immediately below the Bridge of Balus. Here 
a great many finnocks and sea-irent usually congregate in the month of October, 
and first-rate sport is often got. The common tront are of a good size in 
general. In the haughs of Auchtydonal, and from these down to a quarter of a 
mile below the Bridge of Crookednook, the trouting in April, May, and June is 
really choice. Very plump, nicely-marked trout—a fair number up to half a 
pound, and a few even heavier—are got. There is a fine variety of water in 
this stretch, and from the curls, swirls, and shallows, heavy baskets are generally 
obtained. Inthe face of the brae opposite the bottom of this length is a house 
in which about 20 years ago Auld Nick played up some strange canthrips, to the 
great terror of the inmates. Crowds went to see and hear, and among other 
spectators of the scene and tumult was the famous Eppie Gossip, poet, reporter, 
journalist, Hielanman, and general dabbler from New Pitsligo. Johnnie Milne, 
of Livet’s Glen, tells how— 


“ Th’ folks amaist gaed themsels up for lost, 
Th’ verra cheese ran tae th’ fire to rost, 
Th’ fire itsel it cudna rist for fear 
For peats and clods cam bungin ben th’ ficer,” 


A considerable porton of the remaining 3 miles of the South Ugie is deep and 
slow-running. The water—a long flat—immediately above the bridge at Longside, 
and in the haughs below, rarely yields well, and it is altogether too much thrashed 
for one to do well upon. The streams or shallows in the Cairngall stretch are 
good, and abundantly stocked with fine large trout. A practice that used to 
obtain, and did much harm to the fishing, killing vast numbers of the large 
trout, was to set lines overnight, baited with natural minnows, and draw them 
early in the morning. Few of the trout caught in this poacher manner weighed 
less than $lb. Most of the best casts for salmon in the South Ugie are between 
the mouth of the burn of Longside and the “ mecting” of the waters—North 
and South Ugies. At Linshart, close to Longside, the Rey. John Skinner, 
author of ‘ Tullochgorum,” “ John o’ Badenyon,” “The Ewie wi’ the Crookit 
Horn,” and other popular songs, ministered for the long period of 64 years. The 
grave of Jamie Fleemin, “the laird of Udny’s feel,” is in the parish church- 
yard of Longside, and over it is erected a handsome obelisk of granite, bearing 
the inscription, : 

Erected in 1861 
To indicate the grave of Jamie Fleemin, 
In answer to his prayer, 
“Dinna bury me like a beast.” 


Rustic and rural, Longside is a quiet but pretty and interesting place, and by 
residing there the angler can conveniently command a great extent of beautiful 
trouting water on the South and North Ugies, as also on the Ugie river proper. 
There is good accommodation at Johnston’s Inn in the village, and the charges 
are remarkably moderate. To visitors the flint lands of Ludquharn and 
Lenabo are of much interest. : 

A third-rate river and an inferior one for salmon, the South Ugie, on the 
whole, gives the trout-fisher good sport. It is fed almost wholly by springs, and 
flows through pretty good soil. Possessing, therefore, abundance of aquatic 
plant life, its trout, as may well be supposed, are of excellent quality. A good 
deal of the water runs deep and slow from Old Deer downwards, and there is 
nota single rocky catch in the whole river. July and August are the best months 
for worm-fishing, and in these months very small flies do well in the evening. In 
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the reaches between Old Deer and the bridge of Crookednook the sea-trout-fishing 
is pretty good in the end of September and during October if a few heavy spates 
have occurred before. At times first-class sport is got. Finnocks and sea-trout 
both rise to the fly ; but as against the worm-fisher, fishing with moderately- 
sized lob-worms, the fly-fisher has little chance indeed. 

The range of ordinary flies for common trout embraces the Hare Lug, March 
Brown, Professor, Priest, Saltoun, White Tip, Partridge Ruff, Quill Gnat, Olive 
Quill, Alder, Sedge Fly, Duns, Midges, and Hackles, Black, Grey, Red, and Black 
and Red. From the middle of May onward, if the water chances to be low, the 
best sport among big trout is obtained by using very small flies. For the waters 
above Old Deer a 10ft. rod is sufficient, and for the other stretches one of 12ft. 
or 13ft. is ample. 

Route.—For the upper waters, rail to Maud Junction ; hotel at hand. Rail 
_ to Mintlaw for the middle waters ; hotels at Mintlaw Station, Mintlaw village, 

and Old Deer. Rail to Longside for the lower waters ; hotel in the village. For 
the remotely upper waters and streams, rail to Maud and hire three miles to 
Federate ; board and lodgings have to be obtained in the neighbourhood. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


Tue annual summer dinner of this venerable Society—now in its Jubilee year 
—took place at the Swan Hotel, Walton-on-Thames, on Saturday last. Mr. 
Edward Foreman, one of the Champion anglers of the club, occupied the chair, 
and Mr. R. C. Blundell, an equally enthusiastic piscator, was in the vice-chair. 
As somewhat emblematical of its being the Society’s fiftieth year, there were 
about50 guests present on the occasion, including Messrs. H. Blamey, D. Goodger, 
E. J. Walker, H. L. W. Godwin, B. Perelli-Rocco, John Kent, W. Smith,T. H. 
Rice, H. Gray, W. H. Brougham, James Lander, Dr. Coates, C. C. Blundell, F. 
Lecluse, R. S. Fennings, F. H. Lemann, Thomas Gillatt, E. Pratt, J. Ross- 
Faulkner, &c. The dinner which Mr. J. P. Wheeldon placed upon the table 
fairly tested his capacities as a caterer, and it is only due to him to state that, 
no} only did it give every satisfaction to all present, but, as was generally 
remarked in the room, it surpassed all previous summer dinners, both in the 
character of the spread and the admirable manner in which it was served up. 
It was considered a great triumph for the worthy host. There is not much 
speechifying on these occasions, and only a few toasts were given, the first being 
the loyal one, which was thoroughly appreciated, and then ‘ Success 
to the Piscatorial Society,” the Chairman remarking on its great and 
good qualities, and that every member had the welfare of it 
at heart. He considered it not only the oldest, but the leading, angling club in 
our great metropolis ; there was but one common feeling amongst them, and one 
desire in the furtherance of the principles of true sport, and with plenty of vigour 
and blood to practise it. The toast was drank with great enthusiasm. Mr. D. 
Goodger, in giving “The Thames Angling Preservation Society,” said that 
were it not for the active efforts of this Society there would be no fishing in the 
Thames, and he would unite the name of their old friend, Mr. Brougham, with 
the toast. Mr. W. H. Brougham briefly replied, as it was the rule of summer 
dinners not to take up the time in speech-making ; but he hoped that every 
angler who had a guinea to spare would give it to his Society. The Vice-Chair- 
man then proposed * The Health of the Chairman,” who, he observed, was 
a good angling member, and on that occasion in his proper place. He was 
thoroughly practised in the art of angling, and he had given them many inter- 
esting experiences of happy days in the practice of sport. No words could 
express the esteem in which he is held by his brother members. Mr. HE. Fore- 
man, in well-chosen words, briefly acknowledged the recognition the toast had 
received. Dr. Coates followed with ‘ The Health of the Vice-Chairman,” who 
was also, in common with the chairman, a good practical member, and highly 
appreciated in the Society, and nothing could be said too much in his praise. 
Mr. Blundell, in reply, said he was always ready to assist the Society in any 
position they placed him in. Mr. Goodger claimed for the next toast as 
deserving of their best attention ‘“‘ The Health of the Visitors,” which was well 
received, and gracefully replied to by Mr. John Kent, whose name was associated 
with it. The Chairman, in proposing “ The Host,” congratulated Mr. Wheeldon 
on the great success of the evening, and assured him they all heartily wished 
him the greatest prosperity in his new sphere, and he trusted every angler would 
extend to him the support he so well deserved. Mr. J. P: Wheeldon sincerely 
thanked them for the expressions of good feeling they had shown him, and 
assured them however much they were satisfied with his catering, he hoped to 
do even better on future occasions. The closing toast was “The Honorary 
Secretary,” which was cordially drank and replied to by Mr. James Lander. 
The large party then separated, some strolling on the banks of the river, and 
others occupying a charming tent which Mr. Wheeldon has erected for the 
season on the lawn facing the river, and the proceedings were brought to a close 
by the sending up of some excellent rockets. One thing is certain, the visit of 
the London Piscatorials at Walton will not be forgotten. Mr. Wheeldon had also 
a visit from a bicycle club, who had their entertainment in the billiard-room, 
which he had utilised for the purpose, and there was a good display of the fair 
sex iucluded in the attendance. B. 





THE MANCHESTER FISHING LINES. 


Havine for the last four or five years constantly used in float-fishing one of the 
lines supplied by the Manchester Cotton, Twine, and Silk Spinning Company, 
Levenshulme, near Manchester, a very fine line, we can bear testimony to its 
strength, durability, and freedom from tendency to kink. We are glad to see 
that the company are now dressing lines with ordinary dressing as well as with 
their indiarubber dressing, which, we candidly say, we do not believe in, having 
found that in salmon and trout lines, which are exposed to considerable friction 
in the rings, it soons wears off. 

Mr. John Wilcocks, manager of the fishing department of the company, 
writes :—‘“ I inclose a sample of the centre wire which we put in our salmon lines. 
You will see the wire is incased in a cable trout line ; it is impossible for the wire 
to break through the plait, and being cabled with the trout-line core, it gives a 
nice spring to the salmon line.” We have not practically tried this line, but it 
has received some marvellously good testimonials from officers in the Army and 
Navy, who are keen salmon fishermen. Mr. Wilcocks also incloses the new 
double-cable pike and trout line ; price for sixty yards only 1s. 4d. As this 
line is well waterproofed, not with the indiarubber solution, we have every con- 
fidence in recommending it to our readers for any purpose except spinning. For 
this purpose a line, in our opinion, should be plaited or braided. 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether ay may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 


dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 23. per Dozen, 
Urders punctually attended to—(ADYT.) it eg ah ad Oo ta oo 
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NOTES. 


We are heartily glad to see that the Corporation of Kingston-on-Thames and 


~the Surbiton Improvement Commissioners have adopted the A B C process of 


the Native Guano Company for the purification and disposal of the sewage. 
* * * * 


Not only do we believe that the A BC is the best process of dealing with 
sewage and refuse from large towns, but that in time it will be adopted 
universally. Then our polluted rivers will become clear again. 

ae ae a ae a 


The ABC process received a gold medal at the Health Exhibition, and has 
been selected for dealing with the Royal Holloway College, recently opened by 
the Queen, and it is interesting to find that, before deciding upon adopting this 
system for his sanatorium, the late Mr. Holloway examined every known system 
of sewage disposal. : 

* * % %* % 

When a keen man of business is deeply interested in finding the best system, 
we may be sure his decision is not likely to be wrong. 
* * * 

A great many of our readers are gentlemen in position who can bring influ- 
ence to bear on town corporations and city commissioners. We hope they will 
remember the A.B C process when sewage questions crop up. We should see 
bright gravel in our rivers again instead of black mud if the A B C process were 
adopted generally. 

* * * * ae 

Mr. W. W. Sabin, 43, Wellington-street, Strand, has one of the largest and 
best collections of second-hand books on angling and other sports. Anglers of 
a literary turn will find his new catalogue very interesting. 

& g ne 


“Two fashionably-dressed young ladies were walking down street, one on 
either side of a young gentleman, extremely swell in attire and equally meagre 
in proportions. A street gamin grinned at them, then remarked drily, much to 
the discomfiture of the dude : ‘ Ain’t much ham in that sandwich !’” 

* * * * * 

Thousands of people in England have consumed Norwegian herring a week or 
more after their capture, believing they were fresh from Yarmouth or some 
Scotch station. These fish have been kept fresh by sprinkling over them a mix- 
ture of fine salt and powdered boracic acid—two parts of salt to one of acid—a 
perfectly harmless preparation. Those who send presents of fish should bear 
this Note in mind. 

Our Aberdeen correspondent, Mr. W. Murdoch, has been having some grand 
sport. He is staying at Invershin Hotel, Sutherlandshire, and on Monday last 
we received from him a brace of trout, perfect in shape and colour. One was 
2b. 2oz., and the other 2lb. 1oz., as weighed in our office. They cut pink as 
salmon, and are of as good a.flavour. Mr. M. has had some very fine baskets. 
Invershin is evidently a place to “ make a note of.” 5 


Fe 3 a * 


Fly-fishing for dace is very pretty sport. ‘“ Redspinner” has a capital article 
on this subject in the Field of last week. As we said last week, there are places 
where it is most difficult to get the dace to take a fly. Doubtless many of our 
readers have had experience of this. Here is a hint worth trying :—In waters 
where dace, chub, and rudd rise well, but are difficult to take with fly, throw in 
a handful of the red chrysalis of the gentle—or, rather, of the blue-bottle fly Gn 
this hot weather the gentles turn to the chrysalis state very quickly) ; then puta 
single chrysalis on a hook and cast it with a fly-rod. This plan will often prove 
effective when the fish will not touch a gentle. Thames roach will often take a 
single chrysalis on drawn gut and a fine small sneck-bend hook when all other 
lures are useless ; it should be fished close to the ground. 

ae ae ae nt 


The following letter speaks for itself :— 


“To the Editor of the ‘Windsor and Eton Express, 


“Srr,—Permit me, through your columns, to draw attention to the wretched 
behaviour of certain men at this, oneof the most important, fishing stations on the 
Thames. 

“TJ have on several occasions prepared swims for gentlemen connected with the 
London Press, and invariably given them good sport, which has been the means of 
bringing London anglers here, and consequently benefiting hotel keepers and the 
town generally. 

“Yesterday I placed in the well-known Windsor Bridge swim over 2,000 worms, 
value nearly 1@s. Tomy disgust this morning, I find an individual has been fishing 
the spot since 6 a.m., with the result that a large quantity of barbel were taken. 
This unsportsmanlike behaviour is a serious injury more to the town than myself, 
as I cannot do otherwise than recommend gentlemen to fish other stations, where 
such mean behaviour is not practised or allowed. F 

“To my knowledge this is the fourth time gentlemen have paid to have swims 
prepared and lost their money and their sport, and unless our local Angling Pre- 
servation Society bestir themselves and find a remedy, Windsor will have the credit 
of being the least protected station on the Thames,—I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, “B, R, BAMBRIDGE.” 


Mr. Bambridge took the law into his own hands and smashed the ‘‘indi- 
vidual’s” rod. This led to Mr. B.’s appearance before what are vulgarly 
known as “ beaks,” with what result we do not know. . 

* * 

One of the largest fishing-tackle manufacturers writes to us as follows —“T 
am not at all surprised at the complaints about bad lines and bad hooks. A 
great many retail tackle dealers are all going in for cheap tackle ; quality 1s not 
considered—price is everything. Anglers go to some dealers who keep a small 
stock, and expect to get a good article from them at a low price. It is the same 
with hooks, and some of the best houses in London are buying this trash, and 
for a time the carefully-made genuine article is almost driven from the market. 
Anglers are the sufferers, and if they made a point of not dealing with firms 
which sell trash they would drive it out of the market. They should test hooks 
and lines before purchasing, and not take everything on the word of the dealer. 
Caveat emptor is a good old caution. We are glad to say it is unnecessary 1 the 
case of several high-class old-established firms we all know. 

% : 

The secretary of the “ Bermondsey Anglers” is evidently a bit of a wag. In 
reporting a fishing match this week he says: “The water was m splendid condi- 
tion, and the fish seemed to thoroughly appreciate it, for all our endeavours to 
entice them to leave it were useless.” 

* a8 ‘ * * 

Just before going to press we received from Mr. Brougham a long report of 
the Thames Angling Preservation Society. We have done our best to give the 
pith of it. We notice that the committee intend to visit punts and pass the hat 
round on behalf of the Society. We trust those anglers who might feel inclined 
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to resent this begging process will remember that the treasurer, Mr. Spreckley, 
is heavily out of pocket in his earnest endeavours to improve Thames fishing. 
% a3 & = o 


The action brought by the Duke of Devonshire against James Pattinsonand the 
Corporation of Carlisle for trespass on his fisheries has been transferred to the Court 
of Appeal, and will be fought out in London. Mr. J. B. Slater, one of the very 
best salmon and trout anglers living, is one of the plaintiffs, and we can con- 
gratulate him on having secured Mr. Littler as one of his Queen’s Counsel. The 
case isan important one. 

* aS * ae 

Can any of our readers help us to obtain pages 401 to 422 of the Fisherman's 
Magazine, edited by Cholmondeley-Pennell (Part XVIII.) ? We want them to 
complete our set. 4 ‘ uy 4 

A correspondent says, ‘‘ How many gentles ought I to get for sixpence? I 
went to —— and Co. the other day, and got exactly 43 for sixpence. Is not 
this a little dear?” Yes; but our correspondent forgets what a nice lot of sand 
he gets with them. 


Mr. Bradley is advertising “Gentles of Quality” in our columns at one 
shilling per pint post free. He sent usa pint the other day, and very fine, large 
fellows they were. Our correspondents who get 45 for sixpence onght to give 
Mr. Bradley a turn. 
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THE REEL: A SONG FOR AN ANGLER’S DINNER. 


1 
Brothers, let’s sup! pass round the cup, 
From snuff-mull take a pinch ; 
Good fishers all, or great or small, 
Let’s drink our toast—The Winch ! 
ah 
No! lovely wench! / . . . 
. . . Weon this bench 
Will sit and kick the heel ; 
And while we cheer we'll think we hear 
The Music of the Reel ! 


111. 
Let fools go ‘ puff” some doctor's stuff— 
Tf we should get the gout, 
We take one cure, both safe and sure, 
And go to fish for trout. 
IV. 
Tt may be that our hearts are sad, 
It may be Fortune’s wheel 
Has backward gone 





oy tha. a Sees We cease to moan 
When once we hear the reel ! 


V: 
Tt cureth every earthly ill, 
It drives away the De il ; 
For who could sin when hauling in 
The trout with Rod and feel ? 
VI. 
Td pass through life, suns care or strife, 
Did Fortune but reveal 
That by my side, as friend well tried, 
Shall ever be—my Reel! 
VIT. 
And when “the rattle” sounds at last, 
As Death shall o’er me steal, 
Grant I may hear, with joyful ear, 


And think it but—J/y Leel ! —K, M. Ton. 
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CHUB AND DACE FLIES.—ROACH HOOKS. 


We are often asked what to recommend in the shape of chub and dace flies. 
Mr. G. S. Shrubsole, 49, Tonbridge-road, Maidstone, who is a good hand at 
fly or float-fishing for dace and chub, sends us some capital samples of flies 
which he sells largely to dace and chub anglers. The Black and Ked Hackle, 
with bronze peacock body and yellow tag, is as good a chub fly or late evening 
trout fly as one can put up. Another very good fly is the Black Hackle, with 
green peacock body and yellow tag—those who prefer it can have them with 
white leather tags. These flies are 2s. per dozen. Mr. Shrubsole’s dace flies 
(1s. 6d. a dozen on fine gut) are all very good samples. His flies are well dressed 
on capital hooks and fine gut—in fact, those who cannot use very fine gut ought 
to mentionit. Mr. S. also sends us some Al round-bend and sneck-bend roach 
hooks, 1s. per dozen, and an 8d. taper roach gut line. We have used these hooks 
in taking bream up to 6lb., and heavy tench and eels, and never used better—in 
fact, there is no doubt Mr. S.’s goods are giving general satisfaction, for we have 
met many anglers who tell us so. 


i 


WADING TROUSERS. 
(AN ImprovEMENT Suacestep By Mr. Grorce Rooper.) 


Tar veteran salmon angler and sportsman, Mr. George Rooper, ought to know 
from experience what one wants in the shape of waders ; and he has recently 
made a suggestion which we feel sure will prove a most valuable one. Every 
one who has had to make use of that, in salmon-fishing, indispensable nuisance, 
a pair of waterproof wading trowsers, knows their weight and unwieldiness. 
Mr. Rooper gets over these objections in such a way that a thoroughly water- 
proof pair of trousers, made to his order by Messrs. Edmiston and Son, 14, 
Cockspur-street, Pall-mall, weigh only 2lb. 6oz., or less than half the usual 
weight of a pair of wading trousers. ‘This speaks for itself ; the details are very 
carefully thought out, but variations will be made to suit each customer. For 


wading on big, deep, trout streams, such as Test and Kennet, these light trousers 
will be most useful. 








HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Thongh it is tmpossible, in this climate of changing 
temperature, to prevent ill-health altogether, yet its form and trequency may be much mitigated by 
the early adoption of remedial measures. When hoarseness, cough, thick breathing, and the attending 

. slight fever indicate irritation of the throat or chest, Holloway’s Ointment should be rubbed upon 
these parts without delay, and his Pillls taken in appropriate doses, to promote its curative action. 
No catarrhs or sore throats can resist these remedies. Printed directions envelop every package of 


Holloway’s medicaments, which are suited to ull ages and conditions, and r inary diseas 
to which humanity is liable. 7 a pau ye ersten are 
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RECIPE FOR DRESSING LINES. 
By MaJgor J. P. TRAHERNE. 


“LAs several correspondents have asked for a good dressing for lines, we think we 
cannot do better than repeat Major Traherne’s useful instructions on the sub- 
ject. If the line, after being dressed, is stretched and rubbed with red-deer fat, 
a very smooth surface is secured. Will not Messrs. Allcock and Co., or Messrs. 
Carswell, or Messrs. Bartleet and Sons, or some other large firm have some of 
their best salmon and trout lines prepared according to Major Traherne’s 
recipe? We have never seen a trade-dressed line equal to Major Traherne’s.— 
Ep. 

‘Mie a pint of linseed oil (not boiled oil) and a pint of copal varnish ; boil till 
it singesa feather. (This operation must be carried on in the open air, owing 
to the inflammable nature of the solution.) When cold it is ready for use. 

“Tn dressing a line, I would allow it to remain in the solution that is used for 
at least a fortnight or three weeks, so as to allow it to be thoroughly saturated, 
and the dressing to become, when dried, as it were, part and parcel of the line. 
This I hold to be absolutely necessary ; anda line so treated would be imper- 
vious to wet, and should last for years. July and August are the best months 
for the drying process. I would, therefore commence operations by putting the 
line or lines to soak in the dressing early in June, so as to have the full benefit of 
the drying in those months when the temperature is the highest during the year. 
In drying (which will take a long time), the line, when taken out of the dressing, 
should be fastened at both ends at full length about 5ft. from the ground, to two 
poles placed horizontally in the ground ina garden or field where-it cannot be 
meddled with. Remove all the superfluous dressing by passing the hand gently 
two or three times down the line from end to end. Then, as there will be always 
a certain amount of accumulation of the dressing at the centre of the bend which 
will run down from both ends, finish off by removing this with a sponge or 
flannel. When it is tolerably dry, dip it again in the solution for a few hours, 
and repeat the process of removing the superfluous dressing. The longer it is 
left to dry the better. Take every opportunity, when weather permits, of 
putting it out in the open air, and when in the house hang it up ina dry place 
in large coils. ‘Che most perfect specimens of dressed lines I ever saw were 
those that were exhibited by Mr. W. Wells Ridley at the International Fisheries 
Exhibition ; bat such excellence can only be attained by the aid of a glazing . 
machine. 

“ For my own use I prefer a 40-yard solid plait silk line tapered at both ends, 
undressed, attached to a back line of about 80 yards. I find that it is as pleasant 
to fish with as a dressed line, and will last much longer, and I have not the 
trouble of dressing it. If any of my brother anglers should feel inclined to try 
one, I will engage they will not be disappointed.” 
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THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

Tur annual meeting of the members took place in the Society's Rooms, 7, Iron- 
monger-lane, on Tuesday afternoon last, Mr. Thomas Spreckley in the chair. 
The following members of the committee were re-elected : Messrs. Alfred 
Nuthall, T. lt. Sachs, J. Knechtli, H. B. Eyre, I’. H. Lemann, and John Wotton. 
The secretary read the report as follows, which was ordered to be printed :— 

The Thames Angling Preservation Society has now entered on the forty-eighth 
year of its existence, and the committee are once more called upon to give a re- 
port to the members of its operations during the past year. 

The financial position of the society exhibits an increased income of £141 3s. 
over the receipts of the previous year ; but therestill remains a considerable balance 
due to the treasurer, which it will be desirable to remove during the present finan- 
cial year. This ought to be accomplished by the anglers alone, who up to the present 
time have not as a body contributed to the protection of the fishery ; as it can be 
shown, from an analysisof the subscription list, that only one-third of the money 
is given by them, and the remaining two-thirds by non-anglers and private 
friends. Such a contrast as this ought not to exist, and it rests entirely with the 
anglers to reverse the position. 

Mr. Spreckley’s appeal to the angling clubs of London only resulted in about 
£10 being sent in. 

There have been several utterly groundless reports of poaching ; the officers 
are always ready to take action where evidence is produced. 

There have been some important convictions obtained by the Society during 
the year, 

There can be no doubt the great work of the year has been to obtain the 
sanction of the Conservators for the abolition of netting from Richmond-bridge 
to Isleworth Church Ferry. [This benefit is due chiefly to the Richmond 
Piscatorial Society.—Ep. ] 

Your committee desire to record an expression of their great regret at the 
somewhat sudden demise of the late Capt. Burstal, R.N., who, in his position as 
secretary of the Thames Conservancy, has done so much for the Thames anglers 
in connection with the Thames Angling Preservation Society. He was also a 
personal friend of your president, and his death will be regretted by all who 
knew him. 

It only remains in conclusion, for your committee to make an earnest and 
practical appeal to the anglers in their portion of the river for a considerable 
extension of support ; and as it is intended throughout the season on frequent 
oceasions to visit the punts for this purpose, with other duties, it is hoped the 
result will not only effect a better relationship between the society and the 
anglérs, but fully prove that they are ready and willing when personally called 
upon to recognise the great claim your committee has upon them to assist in the 
maintenance and furtherance of the valuable and important work of the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society. 

Votes of thanks closed the proceedings. 





Wuat MAvE Him Feet so BAp.—* John, do you remember coming home last 
night and asking me to throw you an assorted lot of key-holes out of the window, 
so that you might find one large and steady enough to get your latchkey in?” “ Yes, 
dear.” “And you remember the night before how you asked me to come down and 
hold the stone steps still enough for you to step on?” “Yes, dear.” “And the 
night before that how you tried to jump into the bed as it passed your corner of the 
room?” “Yes, dear.” “ And still another night when you carefully explained to 
me that no man was intoxicated as long as he could lie down without holding on, 
and then attempted to go to bed on a perpendicular wall?” “ Yes, dear.” “ John, 
do you realise that you have come home sober but two nights in the past week?” 
“Have I, dear?” “That's all ; and you ought to be ashamed of yourself, too, The 
idea of a man of your age—But, John, why, you’re crying. There, there, dear, I 
didn’t mean to be too severe. After all, you did come home sober two nights.” 
“Yes, that’s what makes me feel so bad,” And then the meeting adjourned, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as carly as possible. They 
should be addressed, Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REport outside envelope. | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly delegates’ meeting was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, 
on Monday evening, the 19th inst., Mr. P. Geen, president, in the chair. The 
minutes of the delegates’ meeting a month previous were read, approved, and signed. 
A letter from the Acton Piscatorials was read, calling attention to the fact of netting 
haying taken place in the Denham Straits, a stretch of water recently acquired by 
the Anglers’ Association for the exclusive use of its members. The delegate from 
the Prince of Wales Angling Society also spoke to the occurrence having been wit- 
nessed by one of his members. We are unfortunately prevented for the present 
taking any action in the matter, as the agreement between the Grand Junction Canal 
and ourselves is not executed ; but, as soon as it is signed and stamped, if a similar in- 
fringement of our rights occurs again, we shall unhesitatingly prosecute, whoever it 
may be. A copy of a letter, sent by the secretary (Mr. Ghurney) to Mr. Brougham, 
secretary of the T.A.P.S., was read, also Mr. Brougham’s reply, and it was, after dis- 
cussion, resolved that the consideration cf this matter be adjourned until the next 
delegates’ meeting. Inergetic measures had been taken to watch the seven miles of 
water at Weybridge belonging to the Anglers’ Association during the time it was 
drawn down for repairs at the lock. The caretakers gave in their report as to the 
large quantities of fish in this favourite stretch, and had taken the names and 
addresses of four men who were illegally taking fish : it was decided to prosecute 
them. The honorary bailiffs then gave in their reports: Mr. Page, on June 27, had 
taken from Ware to Cheshunt; July 4, Mr. Murphy, Broxbourne to Angel-road ; 
July 11, Mr, Clarke, St. Margaret’s to Waltham. Our local bailiff at Clapton, Mr. 
Verdun, had written to say that a great many fish continued to turn 
up in his part of the river. Mr. Iane reported he had found 
three men fishing the smaller Lea who had not tickets from the Anglers’ Associa- 
tion, and the secretary was instructed to make inquiries. Mr, Manning drew atten- 
tion to the number of excursionists visiting the Rye House water, and suggested 
that this portion of the Lea should be specially looked after during the excursion 
season. Two orthree gentlemen volunteered to act as hcnorary bailiffs to watch 
the waters at Uxbridge, Denham, Slough, &c. The secretary stated that we had 
now issued within one hundred of the number of privilege tickets disposed of during 
the whole of last year. Great satisfaction was expressed at the remarkable progress 
of the association. Mr. Manning, visiting officer, reported he had a highly success- 
ful meeting at the Burdett A.S. on June 23rd. Several questions were asked as to 
the amount given by the Central Association for preservation purposes, also as to 
amounts given by the Anglers’ Association. He was happy to say he had been able 
to answer these questions to the satisfaction of all pressnt. He had also visited the 
Clapton on July 14th, the meeting being very satisfactory, and nine clubs repre- 
sented. On the roll being called, forty clubs answered, as under :—Anglers’ Pride, 
Bostonians, Bermondsey Brothers, Brunswick, Burnaby Piscatorials, Cty of London, 
Cavendish, Clapton, Cobden, Dalston, Duke of Norfolk, Camden and Kentish Town, 
Eustonians, Edmonton and Tottenham, Good Intent, Gresham, Hoxton Brothers, 
Izaak Walton, Metropolitan, North Hastern, Phoenix, Prince of Wales, Peckham 
Brothers, Queen's, Royal George, Rodney, South Ilornses, St. John’s, Sir Hugh 
Myddleton, South London, Stepney, Seciable Brothers, Victoria, West Ham Brothers, 
Waltonians, Westbourne Park, Mildmay, Waggoners, Hounsfield Otters, and Prince 
Arthur.—H, J. TIBBATTS. 

; ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
FySince my last report, I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 9s, 6d. 
from the donation box of the Alliance Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the general meeting of this society held at the club-house, the George and 
Dragon Hotel, the members resolved to have their first competition of the season on 
Bank Holiday. It will take place in the Thames at Datchet, from the bank. A 
good many members have entered their names to take part init. They are to fish 
from )a.m.to7p.m, There are several prizes offered for the heaviest fish taken, 
The members are requested to meet at Acton station, on the North London Railway, 
to go by the 7.55 train. Several new members have joined lately. The chairman 
reported that he had written to Mr. Geen, President of the Anglers’ Association, 
respecting the netting in the Grand Junction Canal near the Half-Way House, 
asking him to lay the same before the Anglers’ Association at their next meeting. 
During the last week Mr. G. Hall weighed-in four bream, weighing 91b. 640z. ; his 
brother, John Hall, also weighed-in one bream, 2lb. 40z.; Mr. W. Howell had a very 
good take of six bream, going 12lb. 100z., and one barbel; and Mr. J. Pike, six 
bream, 141b.100z, Several other members have also weighed-in fish, All of the 
above have been taken at Twickenham.—W. I. 

ALBION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The result of the competition on the 22nd inst.,is as follows: J. Elliott, from 

Chertsey, 5lb. 140z,; Mr. Baldwin, from Maidenhead, 8lb. 100z.; Mr. Gilbert, from 
Richmond, 61b. 40z.; Mr. Boalch, from Richmond, 2lb. 3$0z.; Mr. Beckett, from 
Richmond, l40z. The fish taken consisted of roach, dace, chub, and perch, Other 
fish are expected to arrive later on.—PIXIB. 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The result of the roaming at Burnt Mill on July 18th was as follows :—In the 
first series of prizes, Mr. Robinson, jun., lst; Mr. Willis, 2nd; Mr. Patrick, 3rd; 
Mr. Farebrother, 4th; Mr. Binks, 5th. In the second list, Mr. Willis, lst; Mr. 
Farebrother, 2nd ; Mr. Cookson, 3rd; Mr. Harding, 4th ; and Mr, Worledge, 5th.—J. 


WORLEDGE, 
BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The following members weighed-in fish on the 18th inst.: Mr. T, Gloster, sen., 
_barbel ; Mr. T. Gloster, jun., roach and dace; Mr. R. Ballard, carp ; and Mr. J. John- 
son, roach, The next match will be fished at St. Margaret’s, Lea, on the 25th inst. ; 
members going by 9.8 a.m, train from Liverpool-street, and returning by 7.12 p.m. 
The members were entertained to a capital spread on Wednesday evening, given by 
Messrs. T. Gloster and T. Denton, when thirty sat down, and a most enjoyable even- 
ing was spent, the harmony being well carried out by Messrs. Denton, Hedges, 
- Payne, Burkett, T. Gloster, sen., Meacock, J. Johnson, W. Johnson, F. Webb, 1. 
Gloster, jun., Hutchens, Pepall, Moore, R. Sewell, Anstis, Wardle, and others, and, 
after a vote of thanks to the donors, the host, the chairman, and Mr. F. Webb for 
his assistance at the piano, the evening was brought to a close.—GEO, MUMFORD, 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Messrs. Bryan and Robbins were out during last week at Kingston and Surbiton, 
but with indifferent sport ; the only bit of excitement was Mr. Robbins hooking a 
very large barbel, and nearly landing him, when a boat being rowed by a so-called 
gentleman ran into the line, and of course the fish broke away.—I beg pardon ! 
The meeting of this society on Friday was fairly attended, and a good deal of 
business was disposed of. We hada visitor from the Rodneys in the person of Mr. 
Grant. Two more gentlemen were proposed as members—vyiz., Mr. C. Young and 

’ Mr. W. Baker, both of Blackfriars ; they will be balloted for next week. On the 
18th most of our members were out; but owing to the hot weather and sundry 
drinks, the takes were not large. Amongst the weighers-in were Mr. H. Massey, 
jun,’s, maiden show in any club of two bream, 5lb. 100z.; Mr. H. Bryan, jack and 
roach, 4lb. 20z.; Mr. 8. Bryan, four roach, Ilb. 6oz.; Mr, Massey, sen., roach ; and 
Mr. 8. Wertheim, roach. Messrs. Bryant and Robbins are still on the war path of 
a evening, and are having some decent shows of fish from the bank.—STHWART 

RYAN, 





BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
In consequence of the heat of the weather on Friday, the 16th inst., the weekly 
meeting of that evening was in danger of being a frost ; however, the members put 








in an appearance one by one, and averted the catastrophe. The Surrey Alliance 
Rowing Club paid their promised visit ; as their arrival was late, the limited time 
was devoted to conversation and harmony. The S.A.R.C, rendered some excellent 
music ; Messrs. Williams and Poole deserving special mention for their singing. The 
weighing-in on the 19th, 20th, and 21st inst., was anything but encouraging, Mr. 
H. Dunn’s catch of roach and dace being the only one worthy of record. But there ! 
as Jacob Faithful said, when his mother died of spontaneous combustion, “ What’s 
done can’t be helped, better luck next time.” An invitation is extended to all lovers 
of the gentle art to Ye Friary, Peabody Arms, Broadwall, Blackfriars, S.E., at 8.30 
every Friday evening, when they will receive a hearty welcome from Ye Olde 
Blacke Friars.—JOHN SMITH, hon sec. 
BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The members of the above society fished a match at Wateringbury on the 18th 
inst. for three valuable prizes. The water was in splendid condition, and the fish 
seemed to thoroughly appreciate it, for all our endeavours to entice them to leave it 
were useless, Mr. Davison being the only successful individual out of fifteen, taking 
about 2lb. of roach, with which he won a guinea given by our worthy host, Mr, 
John Fiddies.—A Conn, sec. 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. A. Beck in the 
chair. The minutes of the last meeting were signed, and ordinary business car- 
ried, The return visit on Wednesday, the 14th inst., of the clubs under the No. 1 
Eastern District List to our society, when Mr. G. Colls occupied the chair, was re- 
ported, at which My, Manning, Mr. Ghurney, and other officials were present. The 
following clubs were well represented :—Dalston, Good Intent, Hoxton Brothers, 
lzaak Walton, North-Eastern, Original Alexandra, Stoke Newington, South Hack- 
ney, and Burdett. Our collection of stuffed specimen fish was much admired, and 
the vocal and instrumental harmony gave great satisfaction, our pianist, Mr. H. J. 
Baker, officiating at the pianoforte. Our spacious club-room (thanks to the 
liberality of our host) was very tastefully decorated with ferns, flowers, &c. On 
behalf of the Clapton, I have to return thanks for the very able and excellent 
manner in which the following gentlemen acquitted themselves ; it would be 
invidious to particularise any, but suiting the axiom to the “T,” I may say they 
were “all good alike.” Well, Messrs. Gaskell, Dutnall, Butler, Taylor, Riches, 
Malby, Legge, Kidd, and those whose modesty precluded them from adding their 
names, accept the thanks of the Clapton Anglers for their kind and efficient assistance. 
On Monday last our water-bailiff, T. Verdun, reported catching a poacher who was 
angling for jack with a gudgeon din. long, near our private water, the Copper Mill 
stream. I saw the bait, which was correctly threaded, so presume it was no in- 
experienced hand who was transgressing the laws. I am glad to learn that the 
Lea Conservancy will prosecute the offender, and were it better known amongst the 
river pirates that we have plenty of watchers, and that on detection legal proceed- 
ings would be most energetically inforced against offenders, I fancy that those who 
think that they can cheat the law with impunity would think seriously that it is 
now avery hazardous game, and not worth the candle. Mr. G. Colls and Mr. Barham 
had 191b. of barbel from Staines, and Mr. Beck some nice trout with a fly from 
private waters. A cordial vote of thanks to our chairman closed the proceedings.— 
Iienry Jowss, hon. sec. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The forty-sixth regular meeting of the club was hell on Monday, July 19th. 
There were present :—Messrs. Millbourn, F. H. Longley, Bryant, G. Reeves, Jacob, 
G. R. Reeves, Bolden, Mernandez, Foster, and others—Mr. Millbourn in the chair. 
The minutes were read and confirmed. The hon. sec. announced the following 
takes :—Mr. G. Reeves, private water, seventeen roach, 8lb. 90z., the two largest 
weighing respectively 1lb. 740z. and 11b. 440z. ; and seventeen rudd, weighing 15lb. 
30z.— total, 23lb, 120z, Mr. G. R. Reeves, private water, two rudd, 11b., 80z. each ; 
one perch, ll4oz. ; ten rudd, 8lb. 6oz. ; eight roach, 51b, 100z, ; and one dace, 60z,— 
total, 18lb. 130z.—F. E. LonGury, hon. sec. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club had an outing on the 18th inst., when several of the 
members had some very nice fish. Mr. J. Langton, two fine perch, one 1lb, 7}0z., 
anf the other 11b,. 230z. ; Mr. Harris, dace ; Mr. Caswell, roach, Mr. Avon, chub ; 
Mr, Allen, dace, Mr. Palmer, dace ; and Mr. Severn, some fine eels, one scaling 21b. loz. 
Our next outing takes place on the 25th inst., at the Welsh Harp, Hendon, when a 
season ticket will be fished for, kindly presented by the proprietor, Mr. Warner, the 
match to commence at 6 o’clock in the morning, and continue until 6 in the even- 
ing.—H. PALMER, 

THE FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

This old-established angling club, which limits the number of its members to the 
half-hundred, has just issued its prize list for the year 1886, representing a large 
series of competitions for the various species of freshwater fish, with an 
aggregate money value of £94 10s. 6d., which, with the exception of £1 11s. 6d., is 
contributed by members of the society. For the trout there are six prizes of the 
total value of £12 ls, 6d.; for jack, six prizes, £30 9s., including eighteen guineas 
fora pike of 20lb. and upwards; for perch, two prizes, two guineas ; for roach, six 
prizes, £6 16s. 6d.; for dace, five prizes, £3 13s. 6d. ; for chub, three prizes, six 
guineas ; for carp, one prize, one guinea ; for grayling, two prizes, two guineas ; for 
bream, two prizes, two guineas ; for tench, two prizes ; for barbel, two prizes, three 
guineas; for gudgeon, one prize, half-a-guinea ; for eels, one prize, one guinea ; for 
Wednesday outing prizes, £6 16s. 6d.; for Sunday outing, £4 14s. 6d. ; for specified 
days, two guineas; consolation prize, half-a-guinea; gross weight of the year, 
£6 16s, 6d.; specimen fish, £1 11s. 6d. Exclusive of the above, there are several 
other prizes for articles offered the members. The society, which maintains the 
prestige of its name, is in a prosperous state, Mr. C. H. Woodall acting as treasurer, 
and Mr. CG. M. Legood as its secretary. The annual summer dinner takes place this 
afternoon (Saturday) at the New Inn, Eton-on-Thames, which has become noted for 
the catering of a good old English dinner, and will be presided over by Mr. Brewer, 
and the vice-chair occupied by Mr. Newson.—B. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Mason’s Hall 
Tavern on Tuesday evening, Captain Alfred in the chair. Among those present were 
Messrs. Jarvis, White, Parker, Beevor, Norman, Ohlson, and Bramley. The minutes 
of the last meeting were read and confirmed.. The chairman read the report of 
the Thames Angling Preservation Society, which will, no doubt, be found in 
another portion of your columns. Some business of a routine character having 
been disposed of, the meeting was closed with the customary vote of thanks to 
the chairman.—H. 

GOLDEN BARBEL, 

On the 18th inst. there was a decent show of fish to be seen at this society. It 
consisted of roach, dace, perch, barbel, and chub taken .by Messrs. J. Green, M. de 
Perran, J. Lawford, C. Stoner, the brothers Crowe, and E, Henrie. The gross weight 
went about 201b. We hope to have more than that on the 25th.—PIXxIn, 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fortnightly meeting was held on the 15th inst, a great number of members 
being present. Mr. Gibbons was voted to the chair. The minutes of the previous 
meeting having been read and confirmed, Mr. EH. D, Ward was balloted for, and 
unanimously elected an active member of the society. A circular received from 
the Anglers’ Association was read; also three or four letters relating to fishing. 
The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the chairman. On the 20th inst. the 
society received the first visit from the clubs enrolled on the South London United 
Visiting List. Mr. J. H. Rich was voted in the chair. The chairman commenced 
the proceedings with a short speech, which was well received. Mr. Tagg started the 
harmony, and during the course of the evening several very good songs were sung 
by Messrs. J. H. Rich, Haines, Davis, Page, Harnam, Conn, Fiddes, Russell, Flowers, 
Smith, Court, Ryder, &c. Mr, G. Sherard Gibbons recited “ Curing a Cold” and “The 
Lifeboat.” The toasts, “The Angling Associations of London,” “ Affiliated Clubs of the 
South London United Visiting List,” and “ Visitors,’ were given and duly responded 
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to. Mr. Page made an appeal on behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent Association, and 
the sum of 7s. was collected in the room. On the roll being called eleven clubs 
answered to same. The next visit will be to the Peckham Royal, Duke of Edin- 
burgh, Shards-road, Peckham.—W. K, 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good attendance of members at the club on the 20th inst., when it 
was decided to have our annual dinner on August 16th, at the Rye House Hotel. 
Mr. H. J. Tibbatts will be chairman, and Mr. G. Groom vice-chairman. AL four- 
horse brake will start from the club-house on the morning. All members wishing 
to go by the same, must give in their names at once. There will be two silver cups 
run for by members of the club on the occasion.—_R. MurpPHy, 

GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

The trays were again well-furnished on the 18th inst. by Messrs. H. Jeffries, roach, 
dace, and bream, 91b. 802. ; EF, Lawrence, roach, dace, and bream, 91b. 20z.; H. Lake, 
roach, dace, and bream, 10Ib. 502. ; S. Howell, roach, dace, perch, and bream, 11Ib. ; 
§. Snow, roach, dace, and bream, 51h. ; G. Brown, roach, 91b,; C. Thomas, one carp, 
41b., and a small bream, 702. ; and J. Brown, one small bream, lloz. Our usual 
weekly meeting on the 19th inst. was well attended, Mr. F. France in the chair. 
After the preliminary business three members were elected, and several other 
matters of importance settled, one being the day for the 8th annual excursion and 
dinner, which will take place on the 15th of August.—J. J. HOLMES, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members were out on the 18th inst. Messrs. 8S. Cole, A. Hattemore, and 
H. Steadman had good shows of roach and dace, On July 25th the members will 
fish for seven valuable prizes in the Rye House water.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

KINGFISHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

I regret to inform members that our president, Mr. E, J. Withers, died suddenly 
on a house-boat at Henley on Sunday night, 18th inst. His loss will be deeply re- 
gretted by a large circle of friends both as an accomplished angler and as a sincere 
friend.—GLus-Y-DORLAN. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members did not turn out this week as anticipated ; but notwithstanding our 
trays were well filled, Mr. J. Bunn having a handsome show of bream and roach, 
the heaviest bream being just on 41b.; Mr, W. Gillies had tench and roach, one 
roach going 1lb.; Mr. J. G. Feaks, roach; and Mr. May, dace and gudgeon,— 
A, MAy, hon, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 18th inst. several members were out, but only a few had fish. Mr. Aldis 
weighed in jack, perch, and roach from Elstree ; Mr. Swain, barbel and perch; Mr. 
Billings, dace from the Thames ; Mr. Proehl, some good roach and dace from the Lea. 
Members wishing to compete in the next outing, also donors of prizes, will please 
attend on Thursday next to arrange date and conditions. —W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIBETY. 

The members of the above club fished an open competition on the 18th fora 
series of seven prizes, in value from £1 1s. to {s., with the following result :—Mr. 
C. Parsons, 1st; W. Brancher, 2nd ; F. Furner, 3rd; F. Beard, 4th ; W. Matthews, 
5th; A. Duke, 6th; and F,Gatty, 7th. In all, we had a very nice show of fish. On 
August Ist we fish a club match at Kingston for three prizes. All members wishing 
to take part in that must clear the books on Tuesday next. Mr. F, Beard has given 
notice of motion concerning bream and roach. Our president, Mr. A, Brodie, had a 
day amongst the barbel last week, and took over 301b, of fish. They were disposed 
of at his house, and the proceeds go to the Anglers’ Benevolent Society.— 
GADELY, 

PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The very genial weather has brought our anglers out of their shells, and during 
the past week several brace of average-sized trout have been taken at Durford with 
the worm. The club water at Botley is now again fishable, the breach in the river 
having been repaired. We cannot speak at all favourably of Chichester Canal just 
now; the fish are very small, and few and far between—principally roach and 
hream—andit would beafraud for anglers ata distance to make a pilgrimage to 
the “ Holy City,” and then be disappointed. It is a great pity that such asfine 
stretch of water, extending nearly five miles, should be so lamentably neglected. 
What Chichester Canal wants is to be well stocked with jack and perch, and the 
water is also favonrable to tench and chub. There is plenty of food for the former, 
and the latter would also thrive well. The Portsmouth Club would be only 
too willing to assist in the promotion of a scheme, if possible, to look after and 
protect one of the largest pieces of water in the South of England for coarse- 
fishing ; but alas! the canal is everybody’s property. Mr. Purchase still uses it 
for his coal and sand barges. Large quantities of whiting coal and bass are to 
be taken at all points in the locality—viz., off the piers, Forts at Spithead, 
Southsea Beach, and Portsmouth Harbour. Large mullet are also numerous at 
the entrance of Porchester Creek and Fareham Lake. Principal baits are rag-worm, 
live shrimp, and bioater skin,—DAGGERWOOD. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit to the above society took place on the 21st inst. at the Horse- 
shoe and Magpie, Great Bath-street, E.C., when our club-room was well filled. On 
the roll being called, eleven clubs responded. Mr. Thorling, in a short speech, drew 
attention tothe steady advancement of the association, which remarks were well 
received. Mr. R. Ghurney was also present. The harmony was sustained by the 
following gentlemen—viz., Messrs. R. Sharpless, F. Thorling, C. Baber, Edmond- 
stone, R. Ward, Sparrow, F. Mallard, Edwards, C, Piggott, Champers, Barber, 
and W. Wildey. On the 18th inst, the following members weighed-in :—Mr. 
Richard Sharpless, sen., roach and dace; Mr. Robert Sharpless, roach, dace, and 
barbel ; Mr. Mallard, roach and gudgeon ; Mr, Piggott, dace and gudgeon. A smoking 
concert will take place at our club-house on the 28th inst. for the benefit of Mr. H. 
Draper (one of our members), who, through want of employment, needs the assist- 
ance of his friends and brother anglers.—C. PIGGOTT, sec. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 
On the 18th ‘inst. Mr. J, Davis had barbel and roach from Richmond ; Mr. C. G. 
Pocock, bream and roach from the Chelmer; Messrs. C. A. Pocock and R. Smith, 
parbel, bream, roach, dace, and gudgeon from Shepperton ; Messrs. R. Chantry and 
J. Clarke had roach and dace from Kingston ; Mr. J. Smith, bream and perch from 
the Medway ; Mr. Wigley, bream and roach from Amberley ; and Mr. T, Hill had a 
nice lot of roach from Pulborough. At the meeting held on the 21st it was decided 
that the July competition of the 25th take place at Kingston. Members can start 
on Saturday, but must meet those members that arrive by the first train from 
Waterloo on the morning of the 26th at the bathing-place near Hampton Wick, and 
proceed from there ina body to the place appointed. I am requested to return 
mpenks to the secretary and members of the Anglers’ Pride for information received. 
—PIXIE. 
SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Friends and members who were absent from the room of the Silver Trouts last 
Tuesday evening missed a most enjoyable time. Our ever-fortunate chairman, Mr, 
Kelly, returned from a “ Northern Expedition” with a noble pike 1341b., together 
with three smaller pike, one perch of 13}0z., and last, but not least, a grayling of 
13402, weight, the grand total reaching 221b. 30z,—CERASUS. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
Several members were out on the 18th, and all met with very good sport. The 
following gentlemen weighed in, and the result was one of our best shows this 
season :—Mr. W. Windred, bream; C. Clempson, bream; W. Edmot, perch ; 
F, Morse, bream; J, Payne, bream; A. Smith, bream; F, Beak, roach 
and bream; J. Ourrans, roach; Mr. Haynes, bream; Dr. Watts, roach and 
bream ; H, Tyler, roach; W. Tyler, roach, P.S.—Members will please take notice 
that they can only weigh-in one day in the week, and that members going away on 
Saturday night, and catching fish before 12 p.m., will not be entitled to weigh them 
in on next day.—W, TYLER, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 





Jury 24, 1886. 


WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good attendance of members on Thursday week at our weekly meeting, 
when Mr. Philips was balloted for and elected a member of the Waggoners. We 
hada good show of fish on the 18th inst., Messrs. Holey, Clegg, Smith, Whetstone, 
Jones, and several others weighing-in roach and dace from the Thames and Lea,— 
J. Russ, sec. 

; WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

A meeting was held at the St. Paul’s Tavern on Thursday, the 15th inst., Mr. 
Bayley in the chair, Amongst the members present were Messrs. Crowne, Beale, 
Crisp, Hopkins, Smith, Allard, Hibble, Page, Pixie, and several friends. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were read and passed. Mr. Crisp, sen., weighed in dace from 
Richmond. On the 18th inst. the result of the Thames competition was that Mr. 
Hopkins won the first prize of £1 1s., prese nted by Mr. Piolaine, with a nice take of 
8lb. 6oz. ; among other fish he had a splendid chub, which weighed 41b. 640z. ; Mr. 
Allard coming next, and taking Mr. Gilbert’s prize of 10s. 6d. for second weight with 
7lb. 2802. of good roach ; three other gentlemen also had fish. making a total weight 
of 21lb. anda few ounces, which is very satisfactory considering the clearness of the 
water. A couple of days’ steady rain would greatly improve matters piscatorial._— 
W. L. GRIFFIN, sec. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 4 

Sixteen members competed in the pegged-down match at Wraysbury on the 18th 
inst., with very poor results—very little else than gudgeon being taken—only three 
of the prizes being taken by Messrs. Dartnall, Wright, and Hopkins. On Monday 
Messrs. Crisp and Newbury weighed-in about 7lb. each of roach. Our annual 
excursion was fixed on Wednesday evening for Monday, September 6th. Mr. T. 
Jenkins was balloted for and duly elected, and two new members were proposed and 
seconded for next week.—W. W. ALEXANDER. 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

By aid of perseverance, some of the members of this society have been rather more 
successful in their records of specimen fish lately. At the weckly meeting, held on 
Tuesday evening, there was a capital display. Messrs. H. Thompson and Buttery 
who had fished the river Ouse that day, returned with very little under 401lb. of 
bream, the fish averaging 31b. each, the largest fish weighing 41b. ; while also during 
the evening Messrs. Beatley and Pink came in from the Thames with a fine sample of 
parbel, weighing some 601b. Four of these fish picked out weighed respectively 
5lb. 114oz., 5b. 7oz., 4b. loz, and 4b. loz. In the way of roach, Mr, Evans is to 
the front with several fish of over llb. each, and one scaling 1b. 430z., Mr. H. 
Thompson nearly approaching this weight with similar fish, and, at same time 
having some dace of 8$0z, and 10oz. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR CLUB AND RIVER REPORTERS. 


WE must request our Club and River Reporters kindly to make their 
reports as short as possible, and not to mention trivial matters and 
unimportant catches, as they crowd out matter of general interest to 
all our readers, whereas a local report is only locally interesting. The 
Piscatorial Society has adopted the excellent rule of only sending 
reports on occasions of importance, such as annual dinners, &c, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


ALTNACEALYACH HOTEL, SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—Rev. M. G. Pearse and friend, Bristol. 
July 12th, Loch Urigall, 137 fish, 371b. ; 13th, Rev. M. Guy Pearseand friend, Loch Cama, 
93 fish, 261b.; 14th, Rev. M. Guy Pearse and friend, Loch Cama, 127 fish, 321b ; 16th, 
George Henderson, of London, Loch Cama, 52 fish, 191b.; 16th, Major Fraser, Bengal 
Army, and Capt. Esrekine, Loch Cama, 62 fish, 201b. ; 16th, Rev. Arthur Faber, Don- 
caster, Loch Boorlan, 46 fish, 14lb. ; 17th, Major Fraser, Bengal Army, Loch Boorlan, 
56 fish, 151b.; 17th, Rev. A. Faber, Doncaster, Loch Cama, 65 fish, 15lb. ; 17th, George _ 
Henderson, of London, Loch Cama, 41 fish, 171b.—J. McDONALD. 

ForsinAkD HoreL, SUTHERLAND, N.B.—On Friday Mr. Ireland had a nice grilse 
of 41b., and lost another. On Saturday he had 25 trout in four hours; and on the 
same day Mr. Hlkington and friend had 28 trout on Loch En-Ronar. On Tuesday 
the same gentlemen had 87 trout on Loch “Laine” in six hours. Best talking fly, 
Zulu.—G. M. 

Locu Awr ANGLING.—The stormy nature of the weather prevented boats going 
out most of last week ; but on Friday and Saturday, though the wind was still very 
high, some good sport was got. Messrs. Blyth, of Sonachan House, killed each a 
salmon on Friday, and a friend of theirs hooked a good fish, but he got away. On 
the same day Mr. Elder, Glasgow, moved five salmon, but failed to hook one. On 
Saturday he was more fortunate, killing two salmon. Mr. Troupe, Hoyfield, also 
killed a salmon on Friday. Excellent takes of hill loch-trout were got by gentle- 
men out from the Taycreggan Hotel during the week.—A. MUNRO. 

Metvicu Horr, SUTHERLAND, N.B.—The trout-fishing here has been excep~ 
tionally good during the last fortnight. Takes have been made from 201b. to 351b. 
per rod. On Saturday, the 17th inst., one gentleman had seven trout which weighed 
1341b., on a loch opened up by a new road made last year, which brings anglers to 
lochs reserved for the last century. The famous Loch Baligil is now open, 

TWEED AND TEVIoT.—The long drought has run the rivers very low, and few 
baskets of trout are now got, and then only in the early morning with worm, and 
we must havea rattling good flood before fishing is anything worth. Although 
salmon-fishing is almost 7i/, still an occasional fish or two are now and again got. 
On the Hendersyde water last week, Mr. Jas. Kerso, the lessee, had one of 8lb.; and 
on the Tweed, at Coldstream Bridge, Mr. William Johnston, boot and shoe merchant, 
killed two grilse, 4b. and 31b, respectively. In speaking of trout-fishing, the follow- 
ing incident is rather curious, and shows the voracity of some of our river trout :— 
The Earl of Tankerville, in a letter to Mr. Wright, tackle-maker, Sprouston, relates 
a somewhat remarkable angling experience which befell him in the Till a few day 
ago. While fishing with Stewart tackle a trout took the bait, when his lordship 
“struck,” as he thowght, lightly, but his line broke at the hook strand. Putting on 
another set, he had another similar pull, which resulted in another breakage. 
Selecting a third and more strongly-mounted Stewart, the same stream was fished 
again, with the result that after a short time there was a third pull. The tackle 
held this time, and a run ensued, and when the trout was landed it was found that 
it had all the three sets of tackle (nine hooks in all) well swallowed. The Till, 
with its snags and weeds, is particularly destructive of fine bait and tackle, and the 
two sets thus recovered served to catch the remainder of Lord Tankerville’s basket. 
Another case of a large trout being got has just come under my observation. On 
Friday last Mr. Rae, banker, Eyemouth, Berwickshire, fishing in the Coldingham 
Loch, caught a yellow trout which weighed fully 7lb. There is no stream connected 
with the Loch, but, a few years ago, the Messrs, Edington, Lumsden, put a quantity 
of yellow trout into it, and last year Mr. Usher, of Northfield (whose permission to 
fish Mr. Rae holds), stocked the loch with young trout from Loch Leven hatcheries, 
The probability is that Mr. Rae has caught an old residenter; but Mr. Brotherston, 
Kelso, to whom the trout has been sent for preservation, and who is an authority in 
piscatorial subjects, has informed us that the fish was a Salmo fario, a common 
yellow trout, and measured 2ft. long, and I4in. in girth, As Mr, ‘Rae had not the 
benefit of a landing-net in bringing the fish ashore, it speaks volumes for the fishing- 
tackle supplied by Mr, James Wright, Sprouston.—MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 
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Tilustrations for August will—in a supplement—contain, by special permission 
of the Queen, an engraving, by the Meisenback Company, of the excellent full-face 
portrait of Her Majesty, recently taken for her by Mons. Walery. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


X. Cfenley).—You should read Mr, Alfred Mackrill’s article on “Worms, and How 
to Make a Wormery.” See Fisuinc GAzerre, Nov. 29,1884, 

B. L.—(a) We are perfectly well aware that the firm you mention do not make their 
own lines, but they haye lines specially made to their order. (b) Of course, it 
is quite possible that makers of pure silk lines also make imitations ; but we 
know no English or Scotch firm of any standing that would warranta line as all 
pure silk if itis not silk, 

te Se gai eee and ae fishing-tackle makers, Richmond, Surrey, 
supply ali kinds of traps for eels, &c., made of wood or of wire. 
show at the 1883 Figheries Exhibition. , oy yaa eee 

AMATEUR.—Fish for grey mullet with a light float. Usea bitof paste or plain bread 


as the bait, and throw in a bit of chewed bread now and then. You must fish nat 
deeper than 2ft, 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents, | 














RODS AND TIME OF KILLING A SALMON. 

Sir,—There is very sound common sense in Mr. H. Davis’s letter in the FISHING 
GAzETTE of this week on the rod question, and also in the letter of Major Traherne 
in the same number on the “Length of time it takes to kill a salmon.” Will you 
allow me to point out how exactly the views of both letters have been anticipated 
by “Cotswold Isys” in his “ Angler’s Strange Experiences,” and how remarkably the 
following lines, taken from his poem “ Pros and Cons,” corroborate the positions of 
both these gentlemen :— 

“Yet when all is said and done, 
Your success the test is ; 
Whichever you can do the best, 
That for you the best is. 


. . . . . . . . . . 8 ‘ 


“Some affirm of woods for rods, 
Best that styled lance is ; 
One man fancies hickory, 
Bamboo, saith Francis Francis, 
For myself I little care 
What the kind of wood is ; 
If it suit my muscle well, 
Then I think it good is, 
“ Some affirm the rod for trout 
Should be one of ten feet ; 
Do they not in this forget 
That in fisher-men feet 
Differ as their muscles do, 
And as their length of bones, Sir? 
And therefore what is long for Smith 
Is far too short for Jones, Sir. 


“Some advise, play long your fish ; 

And others, kill him quick, man ! 

As though all fish were game or tame, 
And all so long, so thick, man. 

I—judge by your fish ; one fish 
Is no more like another : 

Than good and gentle Abel was : 
Like Cain, his wrathful brother.” 


No doubt the writers themselves will be amused with this apparently “ undesigned 
coincidence ” between their views and those of this poetic authority—I am, &c., 
July 17, A READING ANGLER, 





Srr,—I have read with considerable interest Major Traherne’s article, in your 
issue of 17th inst., on “ The Time it Takes to Kill a Salmon,” and Iam sure all brother 
anglers will agree with me that it contains many hints which will be of value at 
the waterside. 

There is, however, one paragraph in the article which rather surprises me. The 
Major says, when talking of running a salmon on a lake, or, as we in Scotland 
would call it, a loch, “Ii you are fishing a lake, when you hook a fish drop your 
anchor, if such is practicable” ; and he then goes on to say, “ You will kill your fish 
far quicker by doing so than by rowing after him, as is often done. If you cannot 
drop your anchor, your boatman should keep the boat as stationary as is possible 
under the circumstances.” 

Now I have not had anything like the experience Major Traherne has had as an 
- angler, and I cannot say that when loch-fishing for either salmon or trout I ever 

saw a boat actually anchored ; but when “drifting” for trout on a windy day, I 
have frequently seen a rope with an anchor or large stone attached thrown over the 
side of the boat to act as a drag, and prevent it drifting too quickly over good 
ground, ‘This, however, is, in one sense, nearly the same as anchoring, inasmuch as 
_ there is a rope hanging over the side of the boat, and I have always understood that 
the correct thing to do when running a fish was to get in the anchor or sione as 
fast as possible, in order to prevent fouling the rope should the fish dodge under the 
boat. Another rele I have always followed has been to get into deep water, where 
anchoring would be impossible, in order to keep clear of stones and weeds. 

In dealing with heavy fish, such as salmon or /¥r0v, my plan has always been to 
keep the boat moving slowly from the fish, unless he turns and makes a bolt, then 
the boatmen can either stop or be ready to follow him should he take an extra long 
burstand threaten to run the line short. ‘The advantage of keeping the boat slowly 
moying from the fish is that you can keep a tight line on him when he is coming 
towards the boat. Thad a very good example of the benefit of this a few weeks ago 
when running a /vruw on one of our Highland lochs. Trolling with a natural bait, 
and 70 yards of line out, I hooked a fish which I afterwards found scaled 10!b., and 
after his first run, he turned and made tow rds the boat so rapidly that, unless it 
had been kept moving at a prety smart p. 6 I would have been left with a slack 
line, and run the chance of the /vrox shaking the bait out of his mouth—a chance 
which no Jo would be slow to ayail himself of. Butapart from all this, it seems 
to me that to anchor a boat when running a heavy fish is very much to increase the 
risk of fouling and losing him when being brought alongside to be gaffed. 

Of course | quite agree with Major Traherne that no fish should be rowed afte,’ 
except in the circumstances I have already referred to.—I am, &¢., | COR-ARDER, 





THE SEVERN AT GLOUCESTER. 

Sir,—In your issue of 17th, a correspondent, “Inquirer,” takes me to task over 
my note to you inserted on 8rd inst. For “ Inquirer’s” information, and perhaps his 
only, | may state my note did not have reference merely to the Severn at Gloucester 
only, but to the district, and more especially to the Ashelworth and Wainloads Hill 
neighbourhood, as it is well known the branch of the Seyern running round to 
Gloucester City is not so suitable for angling as the upper part. I desired to imply that 
the coarse fish were forced down the river by the recent heavy land floods, and the 
tides would force them back up the river over the Weir at Llanthony and Mais- 
more. If‘ Inquirer” reads my note carefully, he would easily understand that 
noue of the catches mentioned referred to the river Severn,—I am, &c., 

’ SINGLE HAIk. 
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LOCH-FISHING, EYED-HOOKS AND RODS. 

Srr,—Could any test be fairer or more conclusive than the following? I give you 
the result of holiday fishing in three consecutive years with the same friend and 
companion—viz., a week at Loch Cluny in Ross-shire in July, 1884 ; ten days at Loch 
Awe in May, 1885-; and a week at Loch Fadain May, 1886, 

We fished exactly under similar conditions of weather, and always from the same 
boat. used exclusively flies of my own dressing on eyed-hooks, he used bought 
flies dressed on gut in the old style. 

The result, in a few words, was: At Cluny my total of trout (basketed) was 
fourteen more than his, at Loch Awe only nine more (out of a total of 413 fish, all 
taken with fly), at Loch Fada we finished exactly equal in number. 

Pray where was the deficiency in either rising the jish, or in hooking them to the 
rise of the eyed-hooks as compared with those dressed on gut? It aii depends, as I 
have stated before, on the method of putting them on to the gut cast—nothing else. 

The only difference of conditions in these fishings that I am aware of was that, 
as my friend is somewhat lame, I always give up to him the stern end of the boat, 
and take the bow myself, and anyone who has done much loch-fishing will know 
that the chances of sport are thus thrown in the favour of the stern occupant, as in 
skirting a loch his fly-casting falls generally over a better line of feeding ground 
than the one fishing from the bow, who must therefore fish further off and fully as 
well to keep pace with his companion, 

A correspondent asked a week or two back which is the best length of rod for 
loch-fishing ? 

He spoke of using a 15ft. rod—no wonder he felt fatigued : 15ft. rods, if made of 
greenheart, or any similarly heavy wood, are only fit to be used for grilse or heavy 
sea-trout, and it is simply “murdering” ordinary brown trout of two to the pound 
to catch them with such a weapon. 

If my experience is of any use to him, here it is, I generally take into the boat 
two rods, with suitable reel lines and casts, one an 11ft. single-hander, and the other 
a 14ft. two-hander. You gain the following advantages :— 

(1) You can fit up two casts of flies of different sizes and patterns, which can be 
changed in use quickly by laying down one and taking up the other, according to 
circumstances. 

(2) It isa great rest to the angler to be able to change about froma one-hand to a 
two-handed rod, as different sets of muscles are brought into use. 

(3) If the breeze is stiff and you don’t want to fish far off the boat, the 11ft. used 
sitting down is the pleasantest weapon; if the breeze is light and fish are rising 
shyly, stand up and put out a longer line with the 14ft., and you are more likely to 
“rise ” fish before the sight of the boat drifts over and puts them down. 

(4) If wading and fishing from the side, there can’t be a question but that the 
14ft.is the best rod ; but to fish for trout under any circumstances with a 15ft. rod 
powerful enough to killa grilse would, to me, be “ making a toil of a pleasure,” and 
losing the best part of the sport—viz., the active play of the fish on light tackle, with 
just a fair chance of its getting away, which should bean unwritten law in sport in 
favour of any quarry—far, feather, or scale—if it is to possess any zest apart from 
the feeling of the “ pot-hunter.”—I am, &c., GEO, BANKART, 





EXPENSES OF FISHING IN CONNEMARA. 

Srr,—Relative to “Sea-Trout and Grilse Queries” by Thomas Bowling, I see in 
the last “ F. G.,” as a brother angler I will endeavour to give him the “straight 
tip.” 

a the /%ield, dated 9th September, 1882, under paragraph “Size of Trout,” the 
writer states that it costs 26s. 6d. a day to fish Ballynahinch—viz., 10s, the fishing, 
2s, 6d, each to two boatmen, 2s, 6d. their lunch, 2s. their whisky, 5s. car hire, and 
2s. to the driver. 

Again, in the Pie/d, 26th November, 1881, a paragraph ‘signed* by “Centurion” 
gives strong language, relative to the climate and sport,- 

A few years since I was about to pay Connemara a visit for fishing, but was 
dissuaded by friends lately come from there, who said the prices were too high for 
what few fish were caught, and the lucky anglers only were well advertised in 
English papers. As I have not observed any reductions in the local tariff, I am in- 
clined to believe the same state of affairs exists at present, and shall be happy to 
hear if “ Sentry ” can give a more favourable account of Connemara expenses. 

If you give Thomas Bowling my address, perhaps I might suggest some place 
where he may obtain sport for less.—I am, &e., 

ANOTHER ORDINARY INDIVIDUAL. 


TROUT-FISHING IN SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Srir,—In reply to “W., Tonbridge,’ for information respecting trout-fishing in 
Sutherlandshire, the following may be of use :— 

Make headquarters at Mr. Munro’s hotel, Altnaharra, Lairg,Sutherlandshire. The 
hotel is on Loch Nayar, on which are three boats, charge 1s, 6d, per day ; large trout, 
with trolling ; will not rise to fly. ; 

Within a radius of ten miles there a score of lochs. The best for fly-fishing are— 
Hallum, 8 miles ; Loyal, 8 miles ; Meidie, 9 miles ; Buidhe, 8 miles ; Na Glas Choille, 
3 miles ; Tairbh, 4 miles; Coir, 7 miles. From alla good bag of 10 to 30Ib. can be 
obtained per day. ‘Traps can be hired from the hotel to take and fetch you. 

If “ W.” will purchase ordnance survey map, inch to mile, No. 108 sheet, he will 
see what an immense amount of water is in this district. 

If “ W.” will send me his address I shall be happy to furnish full particulars of 
flies, &c. 

During eight days’ fishing I had 45lb. troué and two salmon,—I am, Kc., 

F. R. OHLsoON. 

212 and 214, Coldharbour-lane, Stockwell, S.W., July 17. 





SEA FLY-FISHING. 

Sir,—I meditated sending you an account of a sharp bit of fishing I shared in last 
week, and reading, on my return at the hotel at Inverness, your copy of July 10, 
with the extract on “Sea Fly-fishing,” has determined me to do so, On Thursday 
evening last, in Stornoway Bay, seeing the fish on the move, two of us started in the 
yacht’s dingey, with one of the crew to row, and were quickly amongst the sethe. 
Our tackle consisted of afew yards of the usual hemp sea line ; my companion had 
one fly—red body, gold ribbing, and white wing, attached with only the strand 
of gut, on which it was dressed. I had a three yards salmon cast with a similar 
fly at point, and two sea-trout flies as droppers. We computed the time we were 
out at an hour and a quarter, returning to the vessel at a quarter to ten, having 
to leave that night. Had we continued another half hour, our take would have 
been considerably increased, as we left the fish well on the feed. As it was, the 
boat bottom was covered, and the count-up gave 238 fish. Seven times I landed 
three fish together, and caught some with the point fly whilst endeavouring to 
disengage a dropper from my sleeve. A lady also, fishing from the deck of the 
yacht, caught 16 with fly.—I am, &c., 

July 21. J. EF, C, 





INFORMATION REQUIRED—PITH. _ 

S1r,—Your correspondent, “ Lux,” in “ F. G.,” July 3rd, states : “ Years ago, I used 
to see small ornamental baskets made of white pith, &c.” Also wishes to know 
where to geta small “supply,” to which, Mr, Editor, youand your correspondent, Mr. 
Charles Williams, have very kindly replied ; but, as both answers fail to speak of 
the “ pith” so used for making these baskets, beehives, &c., I beg to say that if your 
correspondent, “ Lux,” will forward me his private address, I will forward on a small 
quantity of the original pith used, which, if of the kind required, I can procure in 
any quantity.—I am, Xc., 


‘J rir \ as hr 
Park View, Reading. FRANK GOSDEN. 


Bi 2S eS ee 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 


METAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE WGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD : — 

confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. receiving 
ked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No, 1), and another 
I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They 


“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre 18 
put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they loo 
for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


“T have used the ImprovED ‘ACME’ Lin 
oF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT. 


Pennell’s Patent ‘‘Whip-Lash'’ Taper Lines (Metul- ented), the /mproved 


Tee: NE Ww 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 


AWARDS. 


“ACME” LINES 





\ CATS 
FIRST TIME 


OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE. 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


rz last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD 


“Acoma” Lines, The “indestructible” 


Original Waterproof Si.k (price 78, 6d. per score yards), and the Finest Gossamer Silk Live-Bait Lines (Is. 3d. per 


score), are solely manufactured by us. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE 


THE NEW STEEL 


Have acquired WORLD-WIDE FAME for 


Invented by the late David Foster) 
LIGHTNESS, unequalled STRENGTH, perfection of WORKMANSHIP, 


TAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 
Se SON UINT MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT” 


ON LABEL. 


RODS 


and for 


CENTRED 


DURABILITY. They are recommended by all who use them. 


THE GREAT SUCCESS OF THE ORIGINAL STEEL CENTRED ROD 


Has induced unprincipled traders 


has a stout metallic backbone. 
iO 













D. AND W. H. FOSTER, 
The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON -T WEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. =< 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES : 
AND BAITS. 








COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND GO, not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s,, 
at 2s, 6d.,and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immensé strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 


















THE varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA. 
OR Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER aud CO. 
a8 Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, 8.C. Branch 

L0q Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
UCag circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 354, High 


Holborn, W.C., London. 


COOPER COOPER & 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 





CO.,. 





MANUFACTURED_ BY 


and makers to VICTIMISE the unsuspecting with COUNTERFEIT COPIES. The Original Steeled Rod 
To escape piano wire-centred imitations, INVEST IN THE ORIGINAL, which NEVER FAILS 
MERIT SATISFACTION. 


With Centre Winch, 51s. 6d, and 59s. 6d, Weight of 10ft, Rod is 7oz, 


Stamps. 


NEW (9 SKELETON 
Zi v4 CENTRE WINGH 


EELS, LINES, FLIES, &c., 2 






SPRING FITTING 
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ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 
SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi ‘Terrace, Strand, W.O. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o0’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Pee er ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Hvening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 

ay, Js. 6d. 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German. and Italian spoken. 


F. T. WILLIAMS &CO., 


10, GT. QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C. 
WILLIAMS'S Celebrated Guinea FLY RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Unequalled 303, SALMON RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Matchless TROUT FLIES, Js. 6d. per dozen. 
WILLLSMS’S Improved CAST BOX, for Carrying Casts 
made up, 6s. 
WILLIAMS’S PatentFLY BOX, for carrying Flies separate,6s. 
WILLIAMS’S Jmproved Method of Carrying the Landing 
Net, 10s. 6d. to 25s. 
WILLIAMS’S Patent ROD JOINT FITTING. Most 
‘ perfect Lock Fitting invented. 

WILLIAMS’S Celebrated “ CRYSTAL” ROACH HOOKS, 


10d. per dozen. 
All Gocds Guaranteed of the Best Quality. 
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Catalogues Post Free, 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
Me, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DO ¥N EYED HOOKS, 


FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH. 


(Ra. No. 25,835.) 








Worn 


" over left shoulder, with 
'! another band round the waist, 
|| thereby distributing the weight 


| equally, and keeping the basket in a 
firm position. 


“ DESIDERATUM” 
| FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
“IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 










Weight of Handle complete, about 1202. 3 a 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. ti 


een 
| New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


 eanmpows xo aot, 
JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER ‘SPINNER, 


Regd. Nov. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 
JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 
o -——s- == 3 = —————— re = — ray = a — oS ae -- -- 


























2 PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“ An excellent fly-rod,”—FISHING GAZETTE. 
Ferruled or Spliced,.with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
_ The enormous and increasing demand for which is a so ficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading arglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum in Parvo” 

Rod :—* You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 

three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection, If you can make 

any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 
praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


fe GIubETT &-Co., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STRERT, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 





GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT. and SALMON 
RODS, as used by the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment. These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod. From 2ls. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, Is. for 25 yards. 
will not kink. 


BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in, to 23in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 33. 6d., and 4s, 
- RONALD'’S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and where to 


THE ILLUSTRATED 


Tourist&HolidayNumber 


OF THE 


FISHING GAZETTE 


WILL BE 


PUBLISHED ON JULY 30. 


It will Contain 


ONE OR MORE OF THE PRIZE ESSAYS, 


PORTRAITS & BIOGRAPHIES OF ANGLERS, 
MAHSEER FISHING IN INDIA 
(With Illustration), &ec., &e. 


As this Number will havea large extra circulation, it will be of 
exceptional value to Advertisers. Applications for Space should 
be made at once to THE MANAGER, the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 
13, Fetter Lane, London. 





JON TENTS. 
——+$4— 
(N.B.—AIl rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 rf Putney. 
45 -f Hammersmith, 
50 oy Barnes, 

Add 55 “ Kew. 
75 “p Richmond. 
80 of Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 
Saturday, July 24 300 cit 6.50 éc0 wae 7.13 
Sunday, ¢ 25 uae BoC 7.39 ee van 8.6 
Monday, - 26 Re Bae 8.37 ac noe 9.11 
Tuesday, 4 27 ac AGC 9.50 scr aoa 10.26 
Wednesday, ¥ 28 500 ane 11.1 aes Bur 11.35 
Thursday, 3 29 bn nat 12.0 stale oa 12.7 
Friday, rs 30 12.35 1.2 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The river is much in want of a great increase of water, as the late rainfalls have 
not been of much benefit. Some places are better than others, as the report from 
Hampton Court speaks of “the water being low and bright,” and the one from 
Chertsey say “the water is in good condition.” There is the interesting circum- 
stance of a flounder being taken at Hampton Court, which must have been one of 
those taken up there under the direction of Mr. Thomas Spreckley some time ago. 
The barbel and bream are coming on again, and some good takes of each will be 
found in the results of the past week. The bank anglers have been deriving the 
benefit, where they could fish them from the bank, of occupying the swims for night 
fishing after the punt anglers have been compelled to give up angling under the 
by-law. 





ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicumMonp.—C. Brown, during the week, twenty barbel and some good dace. H. 
Wheeler, in one day, four barbel, the largest 6lb. 140z. George Platt, during the 
week, before breakfast, seven barbel and four dozen of dace. Job Brain, during the 
week, seventeen barbel, the largest 7lb., and nine dozen of dace. J. Brain, jun., in 
two days, six barbel and two dozen of dace. H. Howard, in six days, five barbel and 
eighteen dozen of dace. Mr. J. F. Larkins and his brother, fishing with F, Brown 
in the new fishing ground, took twenty-seven barbel. 

TWICKENHAM.—George Coxen, in one day, thirteen 
8lb. of perch and barbel. Edward Finch, in four days, four bream, two barbel, and 
twelve dozen of dace. Pert Hammerton, in three days, ten dozen of roach and dace 
and five barbel. R. Coxen, in two days, five bream, one barbel, and six dozen of dace. 
Henry Spiers, in two and a half days, six dozen of dace and one barbel. 

TRDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in four days, ten dozen of dace and a couple of 
barbel. 

Hampton Court.—William Milbourne says “the water is now very low, and the 
fishing bad.” John Smith, in one day, five barbel and five dozen of roach and dace, 
and one flounder ; and Thomas Wheeler, in one day, six barbel and four dozen of 
roach and dace. 

THAMES Drrron.—Mr. Nike, in one day, thirteen dozen of roach and dace ; 
F, Cowsell, five dozen and four barbel; T. Lawless, thirteen dozen of gudgeon ; 
E. Tagg, five dozen of roach and dace; and OC, Tagg, one brace of jack and five 
barbel. 

Long Dirron.—H. Buttery, in three days, seventeen barbel and ten dozen of roach 
and dace. 

SunBURY.—The following are the best days in Messrs. T. and A, Stroud’s boats :— 
Thomas Stroud, three barbel and six dozen of roach ; Alfred Stroud, a trout of 4lb., 
four barbel, and four dozen of roach ; John Stroud, seven barbel, five chub, three 
prace of perch, and four dozen of roach ; Thomas Stroud, jun., three barbel and 
seven dozen of roach; Edward Clarke, in four days, twelve dozen of gudgeon, fifteen 
barbel, seventeen perch, three jack, and thirteen dozen of roach. 

WALTon.—John Hone, in three days, twenty-two bream, four barbel, and twelve 
dozen of roach and dace ; H. Searle, in three days, sixteen bream, four barbel, and 
eighteen dozen of roach and dace; a gent'eman from the bank, two barbel, weighing 
9lb.; George Hone has taken a bream of 9lb.; and Mr. Senior, in one day, with 
R. Watford, 301b. weight of bream. 

Suppperton.—Mr. M. H. Blaney, in one day, 751b. weight of barbel; F. Pardue, 
six dozen of gudgeon and three brace of perch; a gentleman from the bank, three 
barbel and one dozen of roach; and another gentleman, four barbel (the largest 41b.), 
two large roach, and one eel. 

WEYBRIDGE.—J. Upsdell, in one day, a jack of 431b., a barbel of 231b., and four 
chub. 

Dockerr Potnt.—J. Haslett, in one day, three chub and one bream. 

CueRrTsEY.—L. Haslett, in three and a-half hours, nine barbel, two chub, and 
four dozen of gudgeon; Mr. G. Best, from the bank, a barbel of 2I1b. 10302. ; 
J. Poulter, in three days, a trout of 3lb., 201b. of barbel, three other barbel (the 
best 7lb.), 14Ib. of roach, six dozen of roach, seven chub, a perch of 11b., and an 
eel 131b. 

STrAINES.—Charles Hone has been taking some fine barbel, roach, and dace, and a 
trout of 6lb. H. J. Clarke, in two evenings, twenty-two roach, weighing 2831b, John 
Keene, jun., in four days, eighteen dozen of roach, three bream, and six jack, and 
another day with Mr, Jarvis, twenty-five barbel. 


UPPER THAMES. 


All the upper portions of the Thames—viz., those between Oxford and Staines, are 
in fine order for any kind of summer fishing, from the dainty trout to the boldly- 
biting and succulent gudgeon, The late heavy falls of rain and the churning-up 


bream, weighing 32lb., and 
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received from the Henley steam-launches, seem to have had quite a beneficial in- 
fluence on the water, which, as I write, has got a lot of “ go” in it, and not ‘ too 
utterly ” bright. The fish are responding accordingly to the interested attentions of 
their wooers. Shillingford: Mr. A., 25lb. and 1821b. of chub on two occasions with 
the Alexandra fly ; best fish 3}1b. Moulsford: Mr. B., a pretty sample of perch and 
roach, all had with lob-worm. Wargrave: Mr. Clegg, 1 trout, 41b., 1 jack, 41b., and 
a perch, llb. ; Crampton, 1 jack, 41b., and some excellent roach. Henley : Mr. Wins- 
dale, 15 dozen gudgeon, 2 dozen roach, 2 jack, and some perch, one rod only; 
“Tiddler,” 2 trout, 91b, Aston: Messrs. Parry and May, roach, perch, and dace, two 
jack returned ; Mr. Close, barbel and roach. Thursday night.—Bray and Windsor 
waters yielding up fine takes of barbel and roach. Anglers wishing to try the 
Thames should now take advantage of the exceptionally good trim (for summer) of 
the water. Wind 8.W.—MARLOw Buzz. 


Thames (Datchet). 

The water is in very good order the last day or two. Sport has not been so good 
—stormy weather never is. I tried the gudgeon yesterday ; they bite exceedingly 
well. The barbel have been biting well for the past fortnight. Best day, 501b. ; 
to-day, four barbel. Wind blowing a gale. A few small jack have been had. On the 
18th, a trout of 3lb. was taken near the Victoria Bridge. Mr. Tenn had three dozen 
roach the other morning before breakfast.—G, LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Dockett Point). 


Not much to report; no anglers down. One day and a half, seven barbel, four 
chub, one bream. I should have some good reports providing there were more 
anglers.—JAMES HASLETT. : 

Thames (Goring). 

Water in good order for all-round fishing. I have been out five days since last 
report. Two best days, five jack, four dozen of roach and dace, and five dozen of 
gudgeon.—JOHN RUSH. 

Thames (Henley). 

The river is now in first-rate order for all-round fishing, although the wind 
rather rough, compelling the angler to seek some sheltered spot, for which, however 
he is quickly repaid, all kinds of fish biting freely, notably perch, roach, jack, and 
gudgeon, good bags*being the result in every case I have seen. G. Meal has taken two 
good trout weighing 51b. and 41b., taken while barbel-fishing, Mr. Winsdale, out with 
Jno. Seargent on Tuesday, fifteen dozen gudgeon, four dozen roach and dace, one 
brace perch, one jack.—W. CLISBY. 


Thames (Monkey Island). 


Fishing since my last report has been a little more encouraging, and I should 
think most likely after we get all the muck and filth down caused by house-boats 
and steam-launches from Henley Regatta, the fish will get rid of their sickness, 
and once again come on the feed. I remember when I was but a child (and that is 
over sixty years ago) my old grandmother used to swear by river-water to geta 
good cup of tea,and my mother had the same idea ; if they were alive now, I wonder 
what their opinions would be? Surely they would never take river-water to make 
their tea. In fact, in those days the river-water was so clear and bright that we 
never troubled a pump, for we lived within a very few yards of the Thames, 
on earth are the launches and house-boats allowed to let everything from all sources 


empty into the river when anyone living on the banks of the Thames are not allowed ' 


a drain, and hardly allowed an overflow pipe from the rain-water tank? Iam sure 
this last fortnight if one goes down the back waters, they will find in every little 
eddy and bougha lot of stinking refuse and dirt, which, of course, is easily accounted 
for, My son, out fishing two days this week, had yery fair sport, the particulars of 
which I will give you next week. Bank anglers had very good sport; one fisherman 
had a nice chub between 41b. and 51b.—I should say nearly dlb; I saw the fish, but 
did not see it weighed—also some very fine roach_—_R. PLUMMER, sen. 
Thames (Oxford). 
Water in good condition ; roach biting freely at malt and white paste—CumER- 
WELL OTTER, 
Thames (Reading). 
The few heavy showers we have had lately has done an immensity of good. The 
river is in splendid order, and fishing all-round good. FRANK GospEN, 


Thames (Sonning). 


The water has been all you could wish lately, and there have been some good takes 
of fish. A gentleman with Clark gota lot of barbel, nothing of any size; also one 
nice trout. One of the barbel was a bright silver all over; he took it to have set 
up. Inever saw such a one befora, neither had he. A great pity he did not stop to 
fish the next day, for another party went and got over 60lb. weight, some very large. 
some good takes of roach, anda very good size, taken with the gentle.—W. H., 


French Horn Hotel, 
Thames (Walton). 

The wind during the last eight-and-forty hours has been blowing literally a hurri- 
cane, making it a work of extreme difficulty to fix a punt at all in any swim situate 
in the wide and open reach extending from Walton Bridge to Sunbury weir. None 
the less, those who have faced it out have done fairly well, and at early morning 
some splendid takes of bream have been made. The phrase “ early morning” must, 
however, be accepted cwm grano, as I have more than a shrewd suspicion that it 
really means all night. If, therefdre, the Thames Conservancy By-Laws are to be 
obeyed at all, it might be worth while to probe this little matter somewhat deeply, as 
where conscientious anglers conform to the law, there are plenty of others possessing 
more elastic natures who don’t do anything of the sort. Now, this kind of thing 
can be hardly called fair, and therefore, although some grand takes of bream have 
come to my knowledge, I shall refrain from commenting upon them further, in- 
asmuch as they were certainly not taken within the legalised hours for fair fishing. 
On Monday last I visited the top of the splendid deeps at “ Corvay 
Stakes ” for Mr, Larkins, of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, and fished the selected 
water myself in his company. It was hardly likely that the fish would bite well 
upon a very recently baited swim ; but, none the less, we got a very fair all-round 
bag at night, consisting of bream, roach, chub, perch, and barbel. On Wednesday 
morning early I baited a swim for the use of two gentlemen staying with me at The 
Swan, both of whom being well-known members of the Victoria and Albert Clubs. 
Fishing it early this (Thursday) morning, with old George Hone as puntsman, and 
that in spite of a hurricane of wind blowing from every point of the compass, they 
got 401b. of capital barbel, perch, and bream, the best fish scaling between 5lb. and 61b. 
Mr. Larkins is now fishing the same swim, but I have not heard so far whether he has 
been successful. There is splendid fishing to be had here, but “a big day ” in these 
heavy waters means a liberal outlay in the matter of provisions, without which an 
angler might just as well stop at home.—J. P. W. 


Thames (Windsor). 


River, for time of year, could not be in better condition than at present, and 
capital all-round sport is being enjoyed. Chub rise fairly well to the fly; but 
the heaviest fish have been taken leger:ng, Lady Wilton, out with R. Plummer, 
jon., off Oakley Court, on the 19th inst.. having a fine specimen, going 33lb. 
Barbel, if baited, feed well, the Windsor Bridge swim yielding, under circum- 
stances appearing in your columns, over 70lb. in the day. Two gentlemen, with 
James Gray, on the 2st inst., had nine, going 18lb., and on the 18th inst. seven 
and an eel. Mr. Hollingworth, of Langley, out with the same fisherman on the 
16th inst.. had eight barbel, about 161b. Mr, Brodie, of London, also with James 
Gray, had, on the 15th inst., sixteen barbel, going 351b. Gudgeon will soon be 
affording excellent sport, coming to the rake now fairly well. Dace are very 
numerous, and take greaves freely, especially if cut up fine and used as a grounds 
bait, mixed with bran and clay.—B, R, BAMBRIDGH, s 


Why | 





Ancholme (Caistor). ' 

It is now too hot for successful angling during the middle of the day ; but in the 
very early morning and late evening the fish feed well. Some nice bream continue 
to be taken on the Ancholme, and since the clearing out-of the weeds at the river- 
head some good baskets of mixed fish have been taken. 
low.—THOMAs Forp, 

Berwick-on-Tweed. : , 

There is no angling news of any consequence except that the Tweed is low and 

salmon net-fishing is a poor affair for the present. 
[Thanks for enclosures.—ED. ] 


Bure (Norwich). 

At all stations on this river reports are good. I was at Wroxham last night, and 
although the fish were not large, yet they were to be had in any numbers; those 
who like a bite every minute cannot do better than come to Wroxham, if size is 
of no consequence, they had better write to either of the following :—Mr. Simpson, 
Hoveton, King’s Head, Norwich ; Mr. Whittaker, The Horseshoes, Hoveton, Norwich ‘ 
Mr. Paddle, Mill House, Wroxham. The latter has a good supply of boats and the 
extras of a farmhouse, also a capital steam launch, which has lately been patronised 
by Lord and Lady Leister, Gurney Buxton, Esq., and party, and as I have had a trip 
on the river in this particular craft, I can confidently recommend it to those wishing 
to view our lovely river Bure. Prospects everything that can be desired._ROBERT 


Mou. 
Chichester. 

Although the water here isin good condition the larger members of the finny 
tribe seem off feed, or too well educated to yield to the angler’s lure. Small fry are 
plentiful ; in a take of forty bream and roach the largest scaled under 2lb. The 
L. B, and S. C, Railway runs cheap excursions from Brighton on Sundays, of which 
many anglers avail themselves, but mid-day fishing is not, as a rule, remunerative, 
and those who have fished into the twilight have met with but poor success. At 
Selham a few good roach have been taken, but the water isa shade too bright for 
successful sport. I hear of some good takes in the tidal water of the Adur, near 
Steyning. On the 18th 181b. of fair-sized roach were landed by one rodster, another 
taking a good carp on roach tackle. From the Ouse in the upper waters roach up to 
1}lb. have succumbed, steamed malt proving the best bait. Coast and harbour fish- 
ing has been fairly good ; sea-bream are numerous, and bass plentiful, but nothing 
large has been taken in the harbours, At the Lee Farm Fisheries Capt. G. Wykeham 
Archer last week landed a handsome carp of 5lb. on fine gut, after half an hour’s 
contest. Weather fine; barometer rising.—GrorGE F, SALTER. 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

Sport has been very moderate during the last week owing to the clearness of the 
river. What few fish have been caught were during the passing showers and late 
in the evening. No large baskets have been made toour knowledge. At the present 
time it is raining fast, and if this continues throughout the night (as it probably 
will), good sport will be the result. The killing flies have been the July Dun, 
Golden Dun, and the Vermin Blacks. A few good fish have been taken with the 
natural minnow from the rough parts of the streams,—FosTER BRos., Ashbourne, 


Fsk (Whitby). 


Some heavy showers of rain have fallen at night-time during the week, but so 
parched was the land in the country districts by the long-continued drought, that 
nearly the whole of it was absorbed, and little found its way into the river. The 
water is scarcely discoloured in any part of the district, but as a rule it is clear as 
gin. Very few anglers have been out during the week, for fishing operations are 
practically useless. A few enthusiasts have been up the smaller becks, and one or 
two of them have, with the exercise of considerable pitience, succeeded in landing 
fair baskets of trout with the worm. There are many hundreds of salmon-trout 
waiting for a flood in order to get up-stream. So-far, very few have succeeded in 


getting over the dam.—J. J. J. 
Eden (Carlisle). 


The river has been several times raised a few inches, and discoloured by heavy 
thunder showers during the past week, and is now (Thursday) very dirty, but not 
high enough for good bait-fishing. Mr. R. H. Horrocks, catching the water as it 
was Clearing off one dull afternoon, basketed about 10lb. of trout in the Dean and 
Chapter’s water ; and Mr, Slater had 11lb. one evening between 6 and 11. I hear 
that Mr. M. H. Hamble had another big “take” in the Petterill with worm and 
Bluebottle, something over 201b., I believe. He is a capital hand at dodging the 
trout among the bushes. To-day’s ‘‘fresh” should let some big fish up from the 
Solway, where the whemmle-net fishermen have been having a fine time of it. The 
fish seemed to have turned back on finding the river so low, as they were caught in 
the Solway on the ebb, as well as the flow, of the tide.—S1Lver-Grey. ; 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing. There has been quite a variety of fish this week, including some fine 
bass and mackerel, which have been caught by parties whiffing off Mortstone ; while 
others, fishing with ground lines, have caught some large cod, bream, whiting, pout, 
codlin,and gurnard. The principal baits used are lobworm and mussels, A few 
pout have been caught by amateurs fishing from the rocks. The weather is fine. 
now for bvat fishing, with just a slight breeze blowing off the land.—E, Comer, 


Lake District. 


The past week has been one of heavy rains, with “freshes” almost daily.. The 
rivers and streams of the district are running bank-full, and anglers are lookin 
forward to a rich.harvest. Abundance of food is on when the weather isat all good, 
this consisting for the most part of large-winged night flies. These consist of 
Night Hawk and White Bustards. It is very many years since there was sucha run 
of sea-fish as this. These are coming up in thousands, and may be seen daily 
jumping at every obstacle on their way to the upper waters. They are in splendia 
condition, both morts, grilse, and salmon. At Low Levens, Mr. Cotton had upon 
four respective occasions, six morts, weighing 15lb. ; five, weighing 14lb. ; eighteen 
grilse and five morts weighing 1001b. ; and four morts, 13lb. Upon the Dalham 
Tower estate, at the estuary of the Kent, the salmon nets have been most successful, 
and along the shores of Morecambe Bay, the run of sea-fish in the rivers is almost 
without a precedent. Trout-fishing is also brisk, Mr. Rowland Park having had 
about thirty fish in the Mint; whilst Messrs. Head and Beadle have also had good 
takes in the same stream. In the Kent, Messrs. Whitehead and. the Biglands have 
had good takes, whilst some nice trout and a few mort have been had at the 
“ Waiste.” Hutton and Stainton becks have afforded capital worm-fishing during 
the heavy rains—HPHEMERA. 


Lake Windermere and Tributaries. 


Since last writing there is little to record relative to piscatorial exploits in the 
neighbourhood, if we except a case of perch-fishing on Wednesday last, when a party 
—chiefly visitors—took into their boat by hand-line no less than 132 in about one 
hour and forty minutes. This was near to Belle Grange, and immediately prior to 
the outburst of a violent thunderstorm, and it is stated that after the first peal of 
thunder, there was not another “nibble.” This will not decide the question, Can 
fish hear? as we have had practical demonstration of both perch and pike taking 
the bait voraciously during the prevalence of a thunderstorm ; but never noticed the 
same in regard to trout or salmon, Perch-fishing in the lake is exceptionally 
good just at present, and piking can be indulged in under satisfactory circumstances ; 
but the trout are chiefly relegated to the net. There have been successive freshets 
in the feeding streams, and fair sport is afforded, chiefly by bait. W. Coward, of 
Troutbeck, one day last week, with fine tackle and floating worm, landed upwards of 
lb. of well-conditioned trout ranging from 3lb. downwards. This was in clear water 
and in bright weather. There have been some attempts at salmon-fishing in the 
Leven, but without satisfactory results. Trout are plentiful there ; but there is a 


“ stiff” charge for permission to fish.— W. 


The trout brooks are very © 
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the Leadon, and landed four brace of trout, the largest weighing 1lb., taken with 


~ got on Wednesday six, 
~ 6b. fish about, and I doubt not before the season closes salmon will be 9d. per lb. I 
~ have not heard of any catches this week with the rod, Should the rain continue 
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Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

~ These streams are right for angling, but low at present, and if we had not ha 
those few showers of rain it would have beena bad look-out for the fish and the fish 
ing all through. There has been a fair lot of anglers on the water, but the flies 
have been rather scarce, although the weather has been warm and bright. The flies 
are the Small Marlow, Little Wonder, Black Ant, Pale Blue, and Red Spinner, and 
the fish have risen to them well, and nice lots of grayling and trout have been taken. 
The maggot and wasp grub have been well looked after ; but the old anglers com- 
plain greatly of the scarcity of the wasp-grub in this part. Netting is frequently 
carried on in the day time, and we can guess what is done during the night time. 
Otters are on the banks, and large ones have been seen, and pieces of fish have been 
picked up. Where are the hounds? The masters of the packs have surely been 
advised about it. In the old time there were two packs here, and used to hunt every 
year, and good sport was had by all classes in this part. Grayling have been sport- 
ing well at the fly. Near Stanton a fine dish of trout, taken at the latter end of last 
week with the Red Spinner and Black Ant. Good sport had near Eardisland. <A few 
fish taken from the Lugg near Kingsland. The Pinsley is rather low. The fish rise 
to the fly. -GWYNNE. 
: 4 . _ Leicester, 
‘ During this week Leicestershire has been visited by extremely changeable 
weather. Occasionally, rain has fallen heavily. Sport in the local society’s water 
has been remarkably quiet considering the time of year, as fishing all round should 
now be almost at the best. Roach have been biting shyly. A large number of 
anglers continue to try for them day by day with the wheat, but the takes have 
been most moderate, more of this species being caught with paste that with any 
other bait. Perch-fishing has afforded the greatest amount of sport, anda good 
many large baskets of this fish have been taken from the home waters at Aylestone. 
On Friday, Mr. Bird secured about 101b., several scaling over 120z.; whilst on the 
same day a few other anglers were successful in landing some fine lots of fish. 
Among the lot taken by Mr. Roche, a boot and shoe manufacturer of this town, who 
was fishing at Aylestone in company with several other gentlemen, was a splendid 
‘perch 2lb. 20z. ‘The fish is a fine specimen, and is the largest that has been landed 
in this district for some time. It measures 15gin. from the tip of the nose to the end 
of the tail, and is now in the custody of Mr, Montague Brown, the curator of the 
Leicester Town Museum. Chub have also been biting fairly well, and have taken 
both worm and grass-grubs freely. A good sprinkling of fishermen have been trying 
the Aylestone brook and canal for pike, but with no great amount of success ; 
those landed were small. This kind of fish will most probably afford better sport at 
a later period. Reports from the Wreake and N arborough are anything but satis- 
factory. Waters hereabouts are in first-class condition for both fly and bottom- 
fishing. To-day (Thursday) there has been quite a gale, accompanied by falls of 
rain.— ALERT, 

F Medway (Tunbridge). 

The water still continues in first-class condition, and fishing has been very sucess- 
ful during the week, roach and bream being taken all over the fishery. Best baits 
creed wheat and malt for roach, and well-scoured lobworms or brandlings for 
creed, On Saturday Messrs. Bartram, fishing for bream off the Great Bridge 
Brewery, had a curious capture. They took two pike with worms on small hooks, 
the largest weighing 41b.—Yr Mrpway WATER RAT, 


The Norfolk Coast. 

A most enjoyable run from Lynn to Great Yarmouth, in s.s. Zomato, was made 
on Saturday last. A party of local piscators from Norwich arranged for a 6 o’clock 
start from the ancient town of Lynn Regis. Our old friend Mr. R. Moll undertook 
the responsible duties of “Man at the Wheel,” and safely piloted the vessel round 
to St. Bloater, arriving thereat after a grand trip of 11 hours. “Bob” Moll (that 
being his local sobriquet) made the journey instructive by pointing out the “ haunts 
and homes” of Lynn flats, Burnham oysters, Cromer crabs, and Yarmouth 
ploaters, A fish lunch was heartily enjoyed, and the Captain's health drunk with 


all honours, 
Ouse (Brandon, Norfolk). 

This week we have had much-needed rain to improve the roach-fishing. Since 
Sunday some splendid baskets have been made. I myself caught a very nice lot of 
perch. I go in for this class of fish with boat, and fish middle of the stream. I 
cannot say any moré than I have written to your paper. Let the anglers go to the 
Ram Hotel. Every information can be had and free water—chub, roach, perch, and 


_ dike ; river full_—_J, D, GEORGE. 
Ouse (Huntingdon). 


Very good takes of bream and roach have been made during the week. I have 
caught some very good bream, but not many roach. I hear of Mr. Woodford taking 
some very good roach, from 11b. to 14lb., and several smaller ones, for at present 
there is good chance, owing to the weeds being cut and the water being in good con- 
dition ; but at the time of writing the wind is very boisterous, which will prevent 
some of our local anglers going out, making it rather unpleasant. Anyone fishing is 
expected to subscribe towards the expenses.—H., Rout. 


Ordnance Fishery (Sewardstone). 
Some fair baskets of roach and dace have been made during this week, mostly 
bottom fishing. The wind to-day (Thursday) is very high. When this ceases, some 
fine takes should be obtained with the fly, as the fish (of which there are immense 

' quantities) rise well when the water is quiet. Myriads of small fish may be seen 
in all parts of the stream. This looks well-for future sport. Some fine barbel are 

~ rolling about, but the jack are somewhat a nuisance to the roach swims. They will, 
doubtless, be punished for this soon. Some fine eels have been taken ledgering 
with the lob, but none exceeding 12o0z. have been reported.—J. C. 8. 


Severn (Gloucester). 

The weather has been of a rather unsettled character during the week. On Monday 
night we had a very heavy fall of rain, ditto on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs- 
day, Some good catches of flounders and eels have been taken from the Severn, 
The favourite place for roach fishing is the Berkeley Canal at Shepard’s Patch, about 
12 miles from Gloucester. Mr. J..Wood, in three days, got 301b. with paste and 
gentles. Some good takes have been had by anglers whose names are not to hand 
at the time of writing this report. On the 17th inst. I fished the upper reaches of 


small red worms, and 7lb. of roach and dace, with gentles. From the same water, 
Messrs. H. and J. Morland, three and a half brace, with worms ; the largest fish was 
14]b. I have just heard the bream are well on in the canal at Sharpness Point, 16 
miles from Gloucester.—SINGLE HAIR. 


‘ Taw (North Devon). 

The rain of late and since my last has risen the waters, and the salmon have come 
into the rivers. The salmon peal are plentiful since this week has been in. I have 
Been to two or three netmen, and they say peal are more plentiful this season than 
the last three years, They are sold at 9d. per lb. Some salmon are also in ; one boat 
one 26lb., and the rest 7lb. and 8lb. There are many 5lb, and 


the Taw will be full of fish up beyond the netmen. 
recorded ; but not large numbers, 
taking —RustTy GAME, 


A few catches of trout are 
The bass and other fish in the estuary’ are not 


i 5 ; Teme (Ludlow). 
~ ‘Phe water is in fair order for angling, especially during the evenings, but is low 
“and clear, and the sun being bright, angling is at its best in the morning or evening. 
“Tt is little good going out in the middle of the day. Rain has been had here, but 
“has made little difference to the colour or height of the water. The flies are the 
Sky Blue, Coachman, Governor, and RediSpinner. With the maggot, troutandgrayling 
4402, each have been caught, Down the Ashford water three brace of trout 90z, each 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


53 


































































were caught on Tuesday with the fly, At the end of last week some good fish were 
caught with the maggot. Mr. Davies took three trout 120z. each on Tuesday with 
the maggot ; the fish were in capital condition. Up the Park water some good-sized 
grayling and trout have been taken with the Red Spinner and Governor. Some fine 
fish were taken this week with the Blue Bottle down the Folley. The Ony, Led- 
wyche, Corve, and Clun areall low. The fish bite well in the evening at the maggot. 
A few have used the wasp grub in the Corve, but that bait is very scarce this year ; 
but the fish bite well at it. Fish have been caught in the evening near Onibury in 
the Ony. A few visitors to the Clun and Ledwyche this week.—S, LUDLOW. . 


Teme (Tenbury). 


This stream still remains low, but in fair fishing condition, being clear. The best 
time for angling is in the evening, when the fish rise best at the fly. Rain has fallen, 
but’ has not refreshed the water very much. The flies used on the water have been 
the Governor, Red Spinner, Coachman, and Sky Blue. The Blow Fly or Blue Bottle 
has been used by a few, and good fish taken. With the maggot, some large trout 
have been caught in the deep water. In the water, near Eastham, Mr. Wilson, on 
Saturday, took a nice lot of trout and grayling with the Sky Blue and Governor. The 
water near Little Hereford was fished the same day, and two and a half brace of 
trout and one grayling were landed with the Red Spinner and Coachman. Near the 
bridge, nice fish have been caught with the fly. Fishing near Berrington on Tues- 
day with the maggot, three brace of trout and grayling were landed. Another 
gentleman, with the Red Spinner and Sky Blue, took four trout averaging 1b. each. 
The Kyre, Rea, and the Ledwyche are in fair fishing order, but low. There have been 
a few fish taken from the Kyre with the maggot, anda nice lot from the Rea. Little 
doing in the Ledwyche,—WORCESTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


We had a heavy downpour of rain in this district on Monday night; but there 
was not sufficient to produce any change in the height of the river, which on Thurs- 
day was running at a remarkably low ebb. Most of the barbel swims have com- 
manded a good deal of attention since our last report, and on Tuesday, in the Holme 
Pierrepont length, Messrs. Cooper and Hopkins, of the Nottingham Waltonians, caught 
seven very good barbel, besides other fish. Mr. T. Wood had eight or nine from: the 
Weston Reach, in which, in the latter part of last week, Mr. R. Rogers, one of the 
subscribers, killed a splendid salmon of 18}1b. Mr. E. West, Nottingham, hooked 
one at Rolleston, whilst fishing for roach and dace. Roach have been showing very 
good sport below the Leen, in Sneinton Meadows, and many nice lots have been taken 
at Weston with creed wheat, a bait which generally kills well later in the/season, 
More barbel were stated to have been “skull-dragged ” at Shardlow on Wednesday, 
and it is much to be regretted that the offenders are not caught and prosecuted. 
Thursday turned out a very rough day, with showers at intervals, and very few 
| anglers ventured out.—MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Trent (Alrewas). 


Bottom-fishing during the past week has been excellent, fine takes of perch up: to 
1b. 40z., and good roach. Barbel are biting very freely, one member taking seven, 
from 71b. to 341b. each., and another member landing four, 75, 63, 53, and. 431b, 
respectively. The weed is being cut for the advantage of fly-fishermen in different 
scours,—ANON, : 


Waveney (Beccles). 


The fish are just getting over spawning, and some are assuming their usual 
colour; but, from various causes, no good catches have been made since the 
fish completed spawning operations, some attributing it to the large amount of 
traffic with steamers—two pleasure steamers plying up and down the river from 
Lowestoft almost every day, and two large screw trading steamers coming from 
London to Lowestoft, and from thence to Beccles, generally heavily laden, the screw 
stirring up the bottom of river, thereby creating a large supply of natural food for 
the fish. This seems the only conclusion’one can come to, to account for the small 
catches of fish. A competition of the Caxtonian Angling Club took place on 
Saturday last, in what is supposed to be the best part of the river for roach-fishing, 
and the heaviest catch was only a little above 2lb., about thirty-six members taking 
part. Nildesperandum, Let us hope better times arein store for us.—A WAVENEY 


ANGLER. 
Whitadder (Ellemford). 


At the time my last report was written the river had risen about Gin, ; as the rain 
ceased suddenly the rise of water ceased also. The large trout are all on the shallows, 
and it is a pretty sight after sunset to see them chasing the minnows to the edge of 
the water. Many times their back fins are bare, and some of them haye difficulty in 
getting off the strand. The hot weather has given way to rain, and on Wednesday 
the water was “drumly,” but not high enough to sweep all the impurities. away. 
In this part of the river, two miles below and to its source, there are no weeds; but 
in the lowerreaches the weedsare plentiful, so that fishing is out of the question. A 
good flood now is anticipated ; it will make the fishing all that can be wished. for.— 
R. J. Fenton, Ellem Cottage, Duns, 


isa 


Wye and Derwent. 


Fly-fishing is now good on the Derwent. 
Dun, Honey Dun Bumble, and Red Flies. 
being filled daily by those who have the proper flies to kill fish with. Professional 
fishermen are taking from ten to eleven brace daily of trout and grayling. Theé'best 
feeding times is from eight in the morning till one o'clock in the afternoon ;-then 
the mill water comes down and completely takes the fish off the feed till eight at 
night, then they rise freely till darix. There are many pike in the Derwent River 
below Cromford, some of them of good size. It is no use the Matlock Bath Fisbing 
Club hatching trout, and turning them into the Derwent below Cromford to be 
devoured by pike. They want a proper drag-net while the river is low and get 
them out; also the coarse fish. Nothing doing on the Wye worth mentioning. 
Very few fishermen out. Wind very rough and boisterous to-night (Thursday). 
Rain expected. P.S.—Walter Glossop killed a fine trout about 3lb. last Wednesday 
night near to Whatstandwell, Fishing now first-class at Whatstandwell.—_GEORGE 


JAMES EATON. 
Yare (Norwich). 


The royal show somewhat interrupted the usual routine of business in Norwich 
last week, and in consequence, I, amongst others, did not fulfil my duty ; but from 
what I can gather it’s of not much consequence, as very little was done during the 
first part of the last fortnight. During the last week some first-rate catches of roach 
have been had, notably two gentlemen from N ottingham have shown their skill, and 
have had several excellent catches, the best, 1 believe, being about 3st, -Iyhave a 
P.C. from one member of the Norwich Club who was fishing a few days, since at 
Cantley, and he describes his sport as exceptional. After picking out the best eight, 
the next best weighed 1lb. 100z., and altogether he had a first-class day. Bream on 
the Yare do not seem to be on the feed yet, although in the early morning they show 
in great numbers on the top. Later on I expect to hear of some heavy catches of 
these. By the way, on the Wensum last week two gentlemen took amongst their 
catch four bream, which weighed in the aggregate 25lb. I consider visitors,cannot 
do better than write to Garrett, Buckenham Ferry, if they wish for roach fishing, 
or to Goldspink, Cantley, if they wish for bream. I can recommend both houses as 
comfortable and not too expensive. Prospects good.—Rost. MOLL. 


Grayling are rising freely at Whirling 
Baskets from five to eight brace are 


IS 
SS m3 iv 7 

Ir the gentleman who purchased the Weeger reel (@ reel like the Malloch reel) at 
the Tournament, when the prizes not won were sold by auction by Mr, A. J. Little, 
will send us his name and address we shall be obliged, : ‘70 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


WIMBLEDON LAKE, 

Str,—I am anxious to have a day’s fishing on the August Bank Holiday; but, 
being a stranger here, I hope you will excuse the liberty I take in asking you a few 
questions regarding Wimbledon Lake, of which I hear a lot of talk about, but can 
gain no particulars :— 

1. Is it private property? 

2. Fish, and proper baits ? 

3. Fee for day’s fishing, and to whom payable ? 

I will take it asa great favour if you will kindly reply to above in Saturday’s 
GAZETTE.—I am, &c., BANK. 

P.S.—I will be happy to return the compliment by answering any questions 
regarding fishing in the North of Ireland, if at any time you should require 
information. 


Our contributor, “ Mark Antony,” says, inanswer to our query :— 


Sir,—In reply to your correspondent, “ Bank,” I beg to inform him : 

1. Itis private property—i.e., it belongs to a private individual. 

2. Tons of carp, from lb. to 201b (read report in “F.G.” for July 17th last) ; 
bream up to 2$1b.,seldom more, but numerous ; good roach, and a fair sprinkling of 
tench and perch, and shoals of eels. Best baits—paste and gentles for carp, roach, 
and bream, though when the water is a /itt/e discoloured the latter will often take 
a well-scoured maiden lob or cockspur—use fail end of lob, and put cockspur on 
whole, tail up ; gut lasts much longer. Fish very early and late, and leger a long 
way out ; float-fishing very little use. Squeeze ground-bait on gut. 

3. The fees are 1s. per day for bottom-fishing, and 2s. 6d. per day for jack-fishing 
(two rods allowed), payable to Mr. Harper, living in the cottage close by.—I am, &c., 
M, A. 





CURIOUS INCIDENT. 

S1r,—When fishing Loch Awe, Argyleshire, last Saturday, a curious circumstance 
occurred, which I shall briefly relate. 

I had on a cast of three flies (sea-trout size), and about noon rose and hooked a 
salmon of rather over 81b, on the top fly. My boatman pulled out into deeper water, 
and after playing the fish—which wasa lively one—about five minutes the strain 
on the line suddenly ceased and the top of the rod straightened. 

The boatman at once said, “ He’s off, sir,” in which remark I had only time to con- 
cur when the strain was as suddenly resumed, and the fish rushed away, taking out 
a2out twenty yards additional line. 

On winding in I found, to my astonishment, that the fish approached the boat 
tail foremost, and instead of being on the bob fly, as originally hooked, was now on 
the tail fly, and hooked within an inch of the extremity of the tail. The only ex- 
planation can be that when the fish broke away from the bob, which he undoubtedly 
did when I felt my line slacken, he was accidentally caught by the tail fly, and on 
examining his mouth I discovered where the original bob—a very slight one—had 
given way. 

I hooked another salmon half an hour earlier on the same bob fly (a light turkey 
wing and orange body) which gave poor play, following the boat sluggishly, boring 
downwards, and declining to run, The boatman said it was a sure sign that the fish 
was well hooked ; but on being gaffed the very contrary proved to be the case, as 
the hold was very slight—so slight, indeed, that had the fish leaped, or even made a 
rush away, he must inevitably have broken off. The moral certainly is not to bear 
too heavily on aslvggish fish under the impression that he is well hooked. 

I may add that Loch Awe is at present teeming with grilse and salmon, and the 
fishing is free. The charge at the hotels for boat and man is about 6s. per day— 
boatman’s lunch additional. 

Port Sonachan Hotel is one of the best situated, as it is eight miles from the foot 
of the loch, whence the fish enter by the river Awe, and distant sixteen miles from 
the top, thus giving the angler ample space of water to suit any direction of wind. 
Mr, Cameron, the proprietor of the hotel, has a steam launch, which meets nearly 
all trains at Loch Awe Station on the Oban Railway, and also tows the boats of his 
angling guests in the morning in whichever direction they wish to go. Excellent 
boats and experienced civil boatmen are to be had at the hotel; but any party 
desirous of visiting the hotel should secure boats, &c., beforehand.—I am, «e., 

J. E. 
[Many of our readers will know who “J. BH.” is——Eb. | 





THE RYE HOUSE FISHERY. 

Srr,—In your issue of July 17th in answer to an inquiry, you replied that day 
tickets for bottom-fishing in the Rye House water were 2s., and 5s. for trout fishing. 
I have the pleasure to inform you that by the courtesy of Mr. Teale, the proprietor 
of the Rye House, the angling in that water is fee to all, and has been so for the 
last four years ; but Mr, T, reserves to himself the right of removing any persons 
misconducting themselves. The fishery by-laws of the Lea Conservancy are carried 
out in that fishery. Trusting you will correct the error, as it may be detrimental 
to his business,—I am, Xc., R, GHURNEY. 


FISHING IN THE OUSE, HUNTINGDON. 

Str,—“ An Old Ouse’Angler” states that he, being a subscriber to your paper, wishes 
for my authority for stating that the waters are strictly preserved, and that anglers 
must pay. I say they are, and Wm. Maulden has hired the Godmanchester waters, 
which I admit that the Freemen have a right of legally fishing, with the exception 
of the fence months, which are let on those conditions, which run from eight to ten 
miles of water ; andas “ An old Ouse Angler” wishes to know if I read the report of 
the Hunts Quarter Sessions, with regard to a formation of fishing district in con- 
junction with Cambridgeshire and the Isle of Ely? I did; but it has not come in 
force ; therefore, the waters were let to the said Wm. Maulden for strict preser- 
vation, and I think it a great mistake for ‘“ An Old Ouse Angler ”’—as he terms him- 
self—to wish London anglers to come here to fish (which a great many have done, 
and taken a great quantity of fish from here, and taking prizes at their clubs) with- 
out subscribing towards the fishing, which, as far as I am informed, they, or ethers 
who fish in a great many parts of the country, have to subscribe to either by day or 
season tickets. It appears he is ashamed to insert his name; I am not. Hoping 
qT am not occupying too great space.—I am, Ke., H. Rovur. 


THE IMPROVED DERBYSHIRE TROUT REEL. 

Sir,—I was very much surprised at your remarks in the FISHING GAZETTE of the 
17th, where you say “If it is not an infringement,” &c., and “ Mr. Slater was the first 
man to bring out a Nottingham winch with bars like an ordinary winch.” I did not 
know until Monday last what Mr. Slater’s patent consisted of, and was surprised to 
see it was the ring. 

I made a Nottingham reel with a brass ring, supported by four bars, thirteen 
years since, and have it now. An idea came in my head that if the barrel was made 
narrower and larger in diameter, the line would not get entangled with careless 
winding. I can prove that I made and sold reels in the year 1881 the same size as 
the one I sent you with the ring or guard on, that Mr. Slater has since patented. 
I hope you will be kind enough to insert this in your next paper.—I am, &c., 

244, Manchester-street, Oldham. Wm. Hy. Hupson. 

[We do not for one moment question the truth of what Mr. Hudson says ; but if 
a patent is to-be thrown aside because someone else made a similar article previously, 
but did not patent it, then, as we said last week, it is a farce to patent anything, 
If we held the patent for Mr. Slater’s reel, we should endeavour to prove (1) That 
Mr, Slater invented it ; (2) That Mr. Slater patented it before anyone else did, and 
if we could prove that we should not fear any claims from other inventors, who may 
possibly have had the same idea, but who did not take the necessary legal steps to 
secure it,—ED., ] ; 








FISHING AT COLWYN, NORTH WALES. 

S1r,—I have taken a house at Colwyn, in North Wales, for a month, commencing 
the middle of August, and am anxious to ascertain whether there is any fishing to be 
had in the neighbourhood, andif so where, and whether or not it is free, or can be 
had on day ticket? Any information you or your readers can give will be deemed a 
favour by—Yours, &c., 

Liverpool, July 17. G.L. 

[There is no freshwater fishing at all at Colwyn; the nearest is at Llanfair 
Talhaiarn, which is eight miles away.—ED. ] 


SEA-FISHING. 

S1r,—I shall be obliged to any of your readers who will inform me if good sea- 
fishing is to be had from the piers at Bournemouth and Swanage during August and 
September? If so, what kinds of fishing, and the best baits to use? If not, which 
are the best seaside places for fishing on the south and south-east coasts.—I am, &c., 

30, Kitts-road, Nunhead, S.E., July 19. W. ROGERS. 

[Bournemouth is not a good spot for fishing from the pier. One of the best spots 
on the south-east coast is Deal.—ED. ] 








THORNEY WEIR FISHERY, WEST DRAYTON. 

Srr,—I answer to your letter, I beg to give you the following information of the 
above water. It is three miles in length ; a club has been formed, limited to seventy- 
five members, at £333. per annum, with twenty-four complimentary tickets each to 
give to friends, which may not be purchased, I have only partially stocked the 
water, but am about to complete it. The largest trout taken this season was nearly 
71b. I inclose you a copy of the rules, which will give you particulars ; should you 
require further I will endeavour to forward the same.—I am, &c., 

J. S. MurrAy-SHIRREFF, 


AND DELLER’S RED-DEER FAT FOR LINES._SALMON 
TROLLING. 

Sir,—In the GAzreTTE of the 10th inst. you name some red deer’s fat as a good 
thing for rubbing into lines, Will you please say if it is suitable for all lines, silk- 
and-hair, or silk, or hemp, or hair lines? Also if, after being rubbed into the line, 
the line should be left a time to dry, as lines are which are dipped in oil? Also 
kindly state, or insert a query, where good salmon trolling can be had at this season 
and further on? Some of the lochs in Scotland I fancy might afford some sport, but 
Ido not know. 

I have for several years caught a fair number of salmon in the Lune by trolling 
with an artificial minnow. Last October I landed ten, and hooked and almost killed 
about seven besides which escaped, through the hooks of the bait being on single 
gut not of the strongest. Nearly all these were got with a minnow of my own 
invention, which is being patented. E 

I used two rods—on one my own minnow, on the other a phantom, or quill, or 
Devon, ora spoon. I got no fish with the three former, and only one, or else two, 
with the spoon ; all the rest, landed and unlanded, were hooked by my new minnow, 
which I intend shortly to offer to all my brother anglers.—I am, &c., 

July 17. Hades 

[ We use the prepared red deer fat (sold in 1s. tins by Eaton and Deller, Crooked- 
lane, London) on all our running lines, dressed or undressed. You can stretch the 
line between two trees immediately before using it and fat it. ‘“H. L.” should buya 
copy of Watson Lyall’s Is. ‘Guide to the Rivers and Lochs of Scotland.” We shall 
be glad to see the minnow ; but we can hardly hope, in the face of the legions we 
know, that this will prove a new invention—a variation, perhaps.—ED. | 
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MARVELLOUS BASKETS. 

S1r.—I have often heard Englishmen say,“ Chaff an Englishman and he will chaff 
you back, chaff a Stotchman and he will want to fight you!” The bellicose tone of 
‘““Maxwheel’s ” reply, and its studied lack of courtesy, shows me that he did not see 
I was chaffing about ‘“ Maxwelton’s Braes,’ and laughing in good humour, Iam 
glad to see that you, Sir (and Iam positive yow have no personal feeling against 
““Maxwheel”) are expressing in a footnote your difficulty in believing the state- 
ment in question—Mr. Simpson’s statement, 

“ Maxwheel ” wanders from the point when he speaks of “ positions of trust held 
by him,” as proof that my “imputation isa lie!” It was not a question of this 
atall. But did he use all reasonable endeavours to ascertain that the statements he 
had made to him were reliable statements before he sent them up to the F1isHING 
GAZETTE as facts? for, mark you, gentlemen read such statements and travel on the 
strength of them—possibly to Berwickshire—only to find that the Hye is “all my 
eye.” 

ai ask “ Maxwheel’s” forgiveness for making a joke, even though I should know 
better, being myself a very decided Scot, and proud of being so, but I prefer chaff to 
“fichtin.” If I wounded “ Maxwheel’s” feelings, it was quite unintentional ; I 
would be so sorry to do so.—I am, &c., E. M, Top. 





THE BARBEL SEASON ON THE TRENT. 

Srr,—The barbel season may now be considered to have fairly commenced, and 
good reports come from all the principal fishing stations. The fish seem rather 
backward in the Shardlow water ; the only catch of any note was on Saturday, when 
about 20 unlucky fishermen had their rods taken by the keepers for fishing without 
tickets. A friend had three or four good barbel from Hazelford, another friend 16 
chub, with cad bait. Some good catches of barhel have been made at Fiskerton 
during the last few days. That nuisance to fishermen, the flannel weed, has began 
to grow again.—I am, &c., 

July 21. A. W. 





A QUERY. 
S1r,—Will you or any of your readers kindly inform me where I can get fishing 
in the Bedfordshire Ouse on Sundays ?—I am, &c., ¢ 
C, PACKMAN. 


RANDOM NOTES.—A REMARKABLE REPORT. 
i Srr,—I refer to the report in the “F,G.” of July 10, 1886, headed “ The Ouse 
(Brandon, Norfolk),” in which it states that “Two Thetford anglers caught 411b. of 
fine roach and perch in three hours ””—7.e., 82 fish averaging 3lb. each. Now, as to 
chub ; you can see them én the water (no deception, mind) up to 6lb. weight, and 
plenty of them. Ye gods and big fishes, what a water this must be ! 

On one hot day, bream up to 3?lb., 8lb. of roach, fifteen perch of fair size, and 
eight eels were captured, which, unfortunately, stopped the fishing—why is not 
stated. After this, ‘Monster chub were seen in the water (no deception) not 
twenty yards from the hotel, over 7lb. each. The chub caught last week was 
7b. 20z., not 71b. loz. There are plenty of them.” Are there? What I particularly 
wish to know is, has their proximity to the hotel anything to do with their enormous 
size _—I am, Xc., MARK ANTONY, 

N.B.—(1) Your readers will, I feel certain, be delighted to be made acquainted 
with this angling El Dorado. (2) I know an old angler of over fifty years’ stand- 
ing who tells me he has never seen a chub weighing over 7lb, in his life. Asa 
commencement, I have recommended him to go to the Ouse, (3) What a roaring 
trade the G.E.R. should do for the next two months. 





SENSATION IN FISH. 

S1r,—On the 15th inst. I was trolling with a dead gorge for jack in the Avon 
near Walmesbury, when a trout took the bait, but broke away with the hook. 
On the 19th I was fishing at the same spot for perch with worms, when I caught 
a trout weighing 21b. 130z., and in his stomach was found my gorge hook bin. long, 
which seemed to be passing through his body without injury.—I am, &c., ie 
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: ‘DAGENHAM REACH, 

Srr,—Can you inform me through your columns whether Dagenham Reach will 
now afford satisfaction to a visitor, as I have heard that, owing to some mishap to the 
water last fall, the fish were not worth going for?—I am, &c., 

ANXIOUS, 

We sent this query on to ‘‘ Mark Antony,” who kindly replies as follows :— 


DAGENHAM LAKE. 

_ Srr,—In reply to your correspondent, “ Anxious,” I beg to say the above contains 
plenty of good bream. Begin to fish at daybreak this hot weather, and bait with a 
paste made from the inside of an arrowroot biscuit, using bran and barley-meal for 
ground-bait ; leger with a second rod, baiting with well-scoured maiden lobs for 
eels, &c., using lob-worms cut up ina cocoannt shell with a sharp pair of seissors 
for ground-bait—not too many—and be sure and be provided with a good sharp pen- 
knife in case of catching a smallecl. If caught early, the bream should be gutted 
and kept in damp grass in the shade.—I am, Xc., M. A. 


RE PURE SILK FISHING LINES, 

S1r,—I inclose you a sample of our “ Archer” quality plaited silk salmon lines 
for testing. 

You will find it to be made of the very finest quality pure silk. I regard it as the 
best and the strongest line in the market, as the sample sent you herewith has been 
tested up to 40lb. before breaking. 

T also send youa sample of our “Gresham” plaited pure silk line (undressed). 
We have just introduced this as a cheap and, at the same time, reliable line for 
bottom-fishing, legering, &c., and, although of fine sizes, it is very strong. 

The public should have no difficulty in getting good lines from the trade.—I 
am, Xc., 

53, Gresham-street, London. H. WALKER. 

[The salmon line and the Gresham undressed line sent by Mr. Walker are both of 
the very best quality and material, and of extraordinary strength. We tested the 
salmon line by fastening a yard of it to iron weights of exactly 401b.—the figure 





mentioned by our correspondent—and it lifted these 6in. from the ground before 


breaking. It is a dressed line—we do not know the number (trade numbers of lines 
are as confusing as the numbers of hooks) ; but nine turns of it wound close, side 
by side, occupy }in. on a measure.—-ED. | 


IMPROVING A SALMON FISHERY. 

Srr,—Your description of the method of “ Improving a Salmon Fishery in Ire- 
land,” &c., is, to a great extent, applicable to the plan adopted for dealing with the 
salmon at the Solway Fishery, which, for the benefit of those interested, I will very 
briefly describe. The hatchery is onasmall salmon stream, and when the fish run up 
they are caught and placed in canals, as in the case of the Irish fish, these canals 
being 60ft. long, 4ft. wide, and 3ft. deep, and a good stream of water flowing through 
them. The fish are kept in these receptacles until ready to spawn ; but, instead of 
being allowed to do so naturally, they are stripped of their ova, whichis afterwards 
placed in hatching boxes. The fish are then returned to the stream as soon as a 
sufficient spate occurs to give them a “free passage.” Now, as all fishery 
boards and associations do not wish to go in for the care of hatcheries, I 
would suggest as an alternative that the ova be laid down in artificial spawning beds 
among gravel. If this be properly done nearly every egg may be hatched, and the 
result to the river beneficial in the highest degree. These artificial spawning beds 
are very easily made, and may be either inclosed in boxes or simply dug out of the 
natural soil. The boxes are the best, as the ova are under full control, and by 
having lids, &s., the ingress of vermin can_ be entirely prevented ; but the dug-out 
beds answer very well. The ova beds may be made in close proximity to the river or 
on one of its tributaries ; but wherever it is, it should be in such a position, and so 
constructed, as to be entirely clear of floods. The water supply should be regulated 
by asluice, or otherwise under full control. With such a raceway any amount of 
ova may besafely hatched, and the fry allowed to drop down into the river of their 
own accord, 

By this process alone, if properly worked, the supply of salmon may be easily 
more than dovbled, and, with a few further precautions with regard to the care of 
the fry, which may otherwise be left to nature, the increase of fish may be made 
very great. This is not a theory, but an ascertained fact. 

Trout streams can be dealt; with inthe same manner, and would be very much 
improved thereby. I have hatched ova in this way which have not given the 
slightest trouble—indeed, have never been seen from the time of spawning until 
after hatching. The loss of ova in natural streams is enormous ; but, in artificial 
ones, can be reduced to a minimum. 

I shall be glad to give further information to anyone desiring it—I am, Xc., 

Solway Fishery, Dumfries. J. J, ARMISTHAD, 


FISHING AT BOGNOR, 

Srr,—As I am about to make a stay of some weeks at Bognor, I take the liberty 
of asking Mr. Sachs, or any of your other correspondents, if they would kindly give 
me alittle information respecting the fishing (sea and fresh) to be had there? Also 
if you would kindly allow them the space for a few hints as to baits, Xc., which in- 
formation might be of great service to many anglers iI am, &c., 

Bexley, Kent. F, G. AFLALO. 

[The Anglers Diary says: “ There is good sea-fishing from the rocks at low wate 
for whiting, coal-fish,&c. In July and August there is good sport with the ‘ brazen.’ 
Grey mullet abound in the shallow water between Felpham and Little Hampton 


harbour.” —ED. | 











GROSS-WEIGHT PRIZES. 

Srr,—Your correspondent draws a very black picture of the prebable consequence 
to our rivers of gross-weight competitions. I give him every credit for good and 
honest motives; but, I venture to say, the system of only weighing-in specimen 
fish would be fatal to some of our working men’s angling clubs. They would find 
specimen fish very hard to get from our London waters; the shows of fish would be 
few ; the members would be discouraged, and leave the club ; and our Anglers’ 
Association, of which we are so justly proud, would not be able to carry out its 
good work for want of funds. 

Many a working-man angler has but a shilling or two to spend in fishing. He 
will probably go to Ponder’s End, or to Waltham, and be perfectly satisfied if he 
captures 2lb. or 3lb. of roach, of three to the 1lb., and he will think it very hard if 
he is not allowed to weigh-in his fish for the daily prize. 








I consider there are plenty of fish in our waters round London for all true and 
honest anglers who take nothing under regulation size. Only let the nets be kept 
out, and the swans in the Thames kept in at spawning time, and there will he 
plenty of fish for all classes of anglers.—I am, &c., 

City of London Angling Society. CAS, 

[We must admit that “Cas.” brings forward arguments which require a great deal 
of answering ; but we do not intend to reopen this question.—ED. | 


FOREIGN WOODS FOR RODS. 

Srr,—I have examined the specimens of woods sent by Messrs. Hardy. No, 1 is 
remarkably straight-grained, and on that account it seems very valuable; it is 
rather more pliable than greenheart. It appears to me to be heavier, and to possess 
yery much the characteristics of washiba. 

No. 2 is not so close-grained. It is strong and elastic ; but the piece sent is not 
sufficient to permit of a proper trial. 

No. 3 isa soft, pale yellow wood, very much resembling lancewood. Considering 
its softness, it is surprising what a strong spring it has ; I have made a centre of it, 
and like it much. It is easy to work, and, by the way, has a beautiful fragrance. If 
it will stand work at the river-side, it will be much valued, being lighter than 
greenheart. 

As Messrs. Hardy have not trusted these woods so far as to make tops of them, 
greenheart still holds its own ; but I think that these woods are preferable to washiba 
and hickory. I should certainly like to see an 11ft. rod of each, and try them against 
a greenheart of precisely the same length and make. 

I trust that the enterprising Alnwick firm will do a good business in this new ven- 
ture.—I am, Xc., 

Joly (tg 





W. J.C, 





AMONGST THE MUD-FISH. 
S1r,—Myself and friend, partly on business and pleasure bent, pursued our course 
early on Monday morning last to an isolated portion of a village just within the six- 
mile radius of the town of Reading. Just before reaching our destination we passed 
a roadside pond of about three-quarters of an acre, where we observed some very 
youthful “ Waltonians,” with, as usual, the most primitive of tackle, ardently 
pursuing the sport of mud-fishing. Upoh inquiring what they were fishing for, 
* Mud-fish” was the echo. The fish were known by no other name; but we were 
assured there were some terrible large ones to be had. After waiting some time, 
and finding nothing was caught, we promised the first youngster a prize for the first 
mud-fish taken on our return, at the same time telling them our destination, close 
by. Upon informing our host what we had suggested, he corroborated the youngsters’ 
version, and only by the name of mud-fish did he know them, but said they were 
good eating if cleaned and salted, and left in water until next evening, when all 
the muddy flavour was gone, He had had several four-pounders brought him at 
various times, and his little girl had frequently taken them of 40z. weight each ; 
but he did not know much about fish, consequently could not inform us what fish 
they at all represented. At any rate, about two hours after, a lad came running 
down with the first “ mud-fish ” strung on a rush, “all a kicking, sir!’ about 60z., 
taken with a large perch-hook, which we replaced with a roach-hook, and sent him 
back to try his luck again, soon to return with another mud-fish of the same size. 
We were very pleased with this introduction. Business over, and having a few 
hours to spare, resolved to join the juveniles * mud-fishing ” ourselves. I queried as 
to the legality of our doing so ; but, calling in at the wayside “ pub.,” met witha 
keeper, to whom we related our story, who immediately solved the problem by 
giving us leave, it happening to be his employer’s property, who allowed anyone to 
fish that felt inclined ; but he (the keeper) had only seen the village children fishing 
occasionally during fine weather. He had heard there were “ some terrible large un’s 
in ut,” so to work we went, and before the hour of 9.30 arrived we had six brace of 
handsome “ mud-fish,” averaging 5lb.each, which added much to our day’s outing, 
although sorely galling our shoulders before wereached home. For mud-fish please 
read “ Knglish carp.”—I am, Xc., FRANK GOSDEN, 
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IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LouGH MELVIN (co. DoNEGAL).—The weather during the past week 
was very stormy, and rained almost incessantly. As the wind was from the south- 
east and squally, angling was rather difficult. Salmon did not rise so freely as on 
the previous week, but most of what did rise held on. The following are the par- 
ticulars for the Erne :—Capt. Fullerton killed in the week twelve grilse, weighing 
from 4lb. to 8lb.; Mr. H. Beresford-Heywood, in the week, five salmon, from 91b. to 
21lb., and three grilse, from 5lb. to 7zIb. ; Capt. Barry, in the week, two salmon, 91b. 
and 111b., and three grilse, from 41b. to 8lb.; Dr. \ Jard, in the week, six grilse, from 
5lb. to 71b.; Col. Manly, in the week, two grilse, 6}1b. and 73lb. ; General B., on the 
12th, one salmon, 91b. ; Mr, G, Atkinson, one day, the 16th, three salmon, 15, 13, and 
121b., and three grilse, 7, 5, and 41b.; Capt. White, one day, 15th, four salmon, 14, 
12, 11,and 103lb., and four grilse, 8, 7, 53, and 41b.; Mr. P. Dane, on the 14th, one 
salmon, 211b. Owing to the weather being so stormy, the sport on Lough Melvin 
last week was rather poor, and, as is usual at this time of year, there is a thick 
greenish sediment floating on the top of the water.—M. ROGAN, JUN., Ballyshannon. 

GALWAY SALMON FISHERY, Wes? oF IRELAND.—Although some rain has fallen 
during the past week, the river is very low, but full of fish. If one may judge 
from the fall of the barometer, we shall have more rain, and, consequently, better 
sport. I was glad to observe several strangers among the anglers during the past 
week, The following is an approximate list of the fish killed :—General de Mont- 
morency, eight, 471b.; Mr. Lyster, three, 16lb.; Major Trench, six, 341b.; Captain 
Law, eight, 614lb.; Mr. O'Neill Power, ten, 5541b., in one day ; Mr. Lock, twelve, 
84lb., in one day ; Mr. Dicken, thirteen, 73lb., in one day; Mr. Cable, four one day 
and thirteen another, weighing 1083lb. Miss Chapman, during an hour or so one 
day, three, 2431b,— SENTRY. 

SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—For the past fortnight the river was 
too low and stale for fishing of any kind, although every tide brought up great 
shoals of peal and a few salmon ; they were principally netted on the lower waters. 
The rain of the past week, culminating in yesterday’s downpour, has flooded the 
river almost bank high, so that we may expect that the fish, which are crowding in 
the estuary, wil! now take advantage of the high water and make their way to the 
upper waters. At present, the flood is too high for netting, so there will be no 
obstruction to their advance, even to the uppermost stands ; we may therefore ex- 
pect good sport when the water abates._RICHARD BRADFORD, 
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MANUFACTURED BY THE COTTON AND SILK LINE SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER. 


Inventors of the 16-PLAIT ENAMEL WATERPROOF 


WIRE CENTRE LINE for Salmon and Trout. 


As Tested Fourteen Years ago by FRANCIS FRANCIS, Esq., Capt. SPENCER VANSITTART, Capt. DUNBAR, Xe. 


ALSO THE 
ONLY PERFECT 


MADE ON THE 


TAPER SALMON AND TROUT LINES tanoew ware princi 


These Taper Lines are used by all noted anglers on all noted waters, and recommended for long, fine cast, no splash, switching, and casting against wind. Warranted 
to remain strong after five years’ use, and re-dress equal to new ata nominal cost. Hundredsof Testimonia's that these Lines are not only the best, but the cheapest in 


the world, Hard cable waterproof, hook-resisting landing nets. 


All faulty lines replaced with new ones. 


Used and recommended by the Right Honourable Earl Ducie, 


Earl of Mars, Lord Stormont, His Grace the Duke of Argyle, Duke of Athole, Duke of St, Albans, Duke of Marlborough, Marquis of Lansdown, Sir Wm, Elliott, Capt. 


Spencer Vansittart, and hundreds of the first Anglers of the day, 
TWINE-SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER,” 


As our samples are of some value, two stamps must be sent with application,—Address, “ COTTON 
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NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 
Tue following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 
for the FisHinc Gazerre by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may be obtained :— 
9254.—AmyrALp HALy, of Colombo, Ceylon, for an invention of ‘ Preserving 
the Brilliancy of High-Coloured or Bright Fish for Exhibition Purposes.” 
9204.—Grorce Monk, of Foregate-street, Chester, for an invention of 
“Improvements in Roller Seats for Skiffs, Racing, Pleasure, or other 
TING, 


Rowing Boats.” 
THE 


GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE OF 
OUTDOGR SPORTS. 


Conducted by POULTNEY 
BIGELOW. 

General English Editor: 
RICHARD GOWING. 
English Angling Editor : 
R. B. MARSTON. 


Very jinely Illustrated by the lest 
English and American Artists. 


PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
CONTENTS of AUGUST 
NUMBER :— 
Frontispiece: HEAVING THE 
LEAD. 

I, The History of Ameri- 


can Yachting. III. 
Illustrated, 


Ranch Life and Game 
Shooting in the West, 
VI. Illustrated. 


A Challenge. 



































ONE-EIGHTH FULL SIZE, 


IT. 


IOS E Poem. 


EXACT FAC-SIMILE OF WRAPPER. 


THIS WRAPPER HOLDS THE LARGEST 4/6 BOTTLE IN THE MARKET, 


IY. Around the World ona 
Bicycle. XI. 
RS : Tlustrated. 
Hii ie as V. After Geronimo, VI. 
ue zeta = sys VI. Gipsying. Poem. 
ee Pe a VII. A Bit of Racing 
a . g. 
WARNER’S SAFE CURE By kinkin! Gone eee 
Is made from a simple tropical leaf of rare value, and is a AE ORE Wane 
_ positive oe for all diseases that cause pains in the Tilustrated. 
ower part of the body ; for torpid liver, headache, jaun- 3 
dice, dizziness, gravel, and all difficulties of the kidneys, Vill. pict: Osage ofythe 
liver, and urinary organs. For Female Discases it has no MEDIISS: V. 
Paget - a the organs that maze the blood, and hence Mlustrat> 1, 
s the best Blood Purijier. It is the only known remed ‘a 
that cures BRIGHT’S DISEASE, y emedy IX. The Sunset Land. V. 
(For Diabetes use Warner's Safe Diabetes Cure, 4/6 per Bottle.) | Of all Booksellers and at Railway 


Bookstalls, dc. 


London: SAMPSON TOW, MARSTON, 
SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 188, 
Fleet Street, H.C. 


Take WARNER'S SAFE CURE and no other. For sale by all 
Chemists and Druggists, and at the Stores. Price 4/6. If your 
your 
ee 


6. 


chemist does not keep it, and will not order it, send 


orders to H, H. WARNER & C0., 47, FARRINGDON ST., LONDON 









THE SOLESKIN 
PATENT PHANTOM, 


Made from the real skin of the sole, are now much improved in shape and durability 
They were the best killing baits during last season. 


Sold by all the principal Tackle Makers throughout the Country, and the trade 
only supplied by 


M. CARSWELL & CO., GLASGOW. 


THE ONLY MAKERS AND PATENTEES. 


TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES (of good quality), KILLING BAITS (for all kinds of fish), 
Price 1g, per Pint. Free, on receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of 
C. BRADLY, 62, JACOB STREET, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE. 


E, F, PRICKMAN, 


12, NORTH ST., EXETER, 











FISHINGS 


TO LET. 





The “SWAN” HOTEL, |LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 


WALTON-ON-THAMES, 


Proprietor, J. P, WHEELDON, /ate 
Angling Editor of “ Bell’s Life in 
London” and “ Land and Water.” 


Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately 
facing one of the best angling reaches of 
the Thames. Splendid TROUT-FISHING 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish 
being known to lie in Walton reach and 
the celebrated “deeps.” Punts, fishermen, 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice. Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house having been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 
from top to bottom, The Proprietor 
desires to make his house “an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire to learn the 
many mysteries of the “contemplative 
man’s recreation,” Lessons given in all 
styles and varieties of angling, and espe- 
cially in the little known practice of cast- 
ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 
Nottingham reel. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 


‘Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Angler’'s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


WANSTEAD, ESSEX, 
BISHINGS TOs Leds 


Limited number of Subscribers required for fish- 
ing in Eight Acres of Strictly Preserved Water 
known as the “ Basin,” plentifully stocked with 
Tench, Carp, Roach, Pike, and Eels. 

Twenty Minutes from Fenchurch-street and 
Liverpool-street Stations. For terms apply to 


J. W. SIMMONS, 
62, WELLESLEY Roap, WANSTEAD. 
Stamp for reply. 











Vea LAKE HOTEL, TY-CROES, 

near HOLYHEAD.—Excellent Trout-Fish- 
ing in Lakes ani Rivers close to the above; also 
Sea-Bathing and Fishing (sea close to hotel). Hx- 
tensive Shootings. Boats in Lakes and Sea. Splendid 
Billiard Room newly opened, Lawn Tennis, Terms 
most moderate.—Apply, Proprietor. 


Barle 


LYNDALE HOTEL and 
FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 


FIRST-CLASS FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 
and under the same management. 

Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
sceneries in the North of Devon, with’ about 20 
miles of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 
mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 
Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams. 
Permission for Fishing can be obtained at the 
Hotels. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 
position of Hotels. 


WM: BEVAN, Proprietor. 


SE 
ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
he their wants known through the medium 
of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
oeighbourhood of these. rivers, 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 3} miles, from Dulver- 
ton Bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets : 
Day, ls.; Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s, ; Season, 10s. 6d. 
An-additional 10s. 6d. for Salmon Fishing. Tickets 
can be obtained at “ Lion and Lamb Hotels” and 
“Carnarvon Arms.’ Good Hotels and Private 
Lodgings. Plenty of free Fishing near, iu Exe and 
Barle. Further information of 


J. H. BERE, Hon. Sec, 
DULVERTON. 


TROUT FISHING. 


Five miles water of Right Hon. Earl of 
Carnarvon (Exe and Barle), free to 
Anglers staying at 
CARNARVON ARMS HOTEL, 
DULVERTON STATION. 

Fine bracing air, wild scenery 
billiards, tennis Five hours from London 


TROUT FISHING! TROUT FISHING ! 
ONLY 16 MILES FROM LONDON. 


1} Miles of Water, well stocked and pre- 
served. Free to Visitors stopping at the 


LION HOTEL, FARNINGHAM. 


Under new management, French Chef. First- 
class Wines. Moderate Tariff. 


QULTON BROAD FISHERY, 
LOWESTOFT 


(Preserved under the pert ole and Suffolk Fisheries 
ct). 


UARTERS,WHERRY HOTEL, Mutford Bridge. 
Beautifully situated. G, MASON, Proprietor. 
Established nearly a century, Boats 2s., full bait 
1s., men 4s. per day. Terms for stopping visitors 


on application. Gravel and sandy soil. y 











See the Field, November Ist ; 
GAzETTE, Noy. 9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 


Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 
hour’s practice. ; 

A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 

Tt can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. : SUS 

There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 

It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel, - 

In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, 


MALLOCH’S New Patent 


CASTING REEL. 


the FISHING 





The finest artificial minnow in the world. Kills 
equal to the natural bait for trout, sca-trout, and 
salmon.” Made in three sizes. List, giving prices 
and particulars, sent free by W. J. CUMMINS, 
Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham. 





* Those who have a difficulty in getting natural 
biit for spinning should try Indemaure’s Preserved 
Bait. Thesamples appear very tough and bright, 
and will certainly prove most useful to anglers.”— 
FISHING GAZETTE, 

“The bait are firm and bright.” —“ Fishing 
Illustrated.” 

Recommended by the late Mr, 
Fennell, of the Field. 

1 doz. 1s. 3d., 2 doz. 


B Ai 28. 3d-,3 doz.8s, Roach, 


1 doz. 1s. 6d., 2 doz. 2s. 9d., 3 doz. 3s, 6d. Dace, 1 
doz, 2s., 2 doz. 3s. 9d., 3 doz. 5s. 
Large size 3d. per doz. extra, 
Will keep Three Months, 


53, Pear Tree Road, Derby. 


J. Greville 


Clean, Bright, Always 
Ready.—As supplied 
to fishermen for 60 
years.—INDEMAURE’S 
Preserved Minnows, 1 
doz. 1s., 2 doz. 1s. 9d., 
3 doz. 2s. 6d. Gudgeon, 





MANUFACTURER OF 


ROOS, FLIEg, AND TACKLE. 


AWARDED 2 PRIZE MEDALS, LONDON, 1883, 





SPECIALITINS :— 


BEST PLAITED WATERPROOF 
SILK LINES. 


The smoothness, flexibility, and strength of these 

Lincs cannot be beaten, as they are manufactured 

from pure silk and thoroughly waterproofed 

DURING making. 

30yds. TROUT LINE, 8s. Sample Cards, post free. 
Best TROUT FLIES, !s. 6d, per dozen. 

Sole Maker of the celebrated “ ANGEL” or 

“ TOTNES’ MINNOW, which obtained the 

HIGHEST AWARD for Spinning Baits at the 
Fisheries Exhibition, London, 1883. 





TO FISHING TACKLE MAKERS. 


MESES: DEBENHAM, STORR, and 

SONS beg to announce that they are in- 
structed to offer TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND 
SILKWORM GUT in their Sale by Auction of 
Furniture and Miscellanies on WEDNESDAY 
NEXT, July 28. THE SILKWORM GUT IS FROM 
THE STOCK OF MESSRS. LITTLE AND CO. 

Catalogues Gratis of the Auctioneers, 26, King- 
street, Covent-garden, 


Descriptive Circular and Price on Application, 

Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 

Received the Highest Awardsin the Worldatthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for “i.es; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; Gold Medal for 
Trc it Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmoy Flies ; 
special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. Adso, set 
Diplomas of Honour. 


TILE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs,H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 


BEST HEXAGON SPLIT BAMBOO SALMON 
AND TROUT RODS. 
BEST QUALITY ONLY. 


Manufactured by ABBEY and IMBRIE, NEW YORK.. 
Agent: W. & C. Scott & Son, Premier Gun Works, Birmingham. 


t 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. — 





AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is nov RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton on-Sea, Walton-on-the-~Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 
On SATURDAY, 81st July, ADDITIONAL FAST TRAINS will be run from Liverpool-street to 


Yarmeuth, 
BANK HOLIDAY, AUGUST 2. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE, from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, &c., at frequent intervals, 
from 9.0 am, EXCURSION TICKETS by all trains; also from St. Pancras and Kentish Town. 
Fares, 3s., 1s. 9d., 1s. 6d. 


London. Jnlv. 1886. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


‘TOBA CCOSsS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE, 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


MISSION TO DEEP-SEA FISHERMEN, 


The Offices of the Mission have been Removed to 
181, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


A\Sir EDWARD BIRKBECK, Bart., M.P., Vice-President. 
C., S. READ, Esq., Chairman cf Finance Committee. 
EK. J. MATHER, Esq., Director. 









The spiritual and philanthropic effort organised in 1881 on 
behalf of the thousands of Smacksmen who, with very brief 
ntervals of rest, are engaged all the year round in the Deep- 
Sea Trawling Fleets has, by the blessing of Almighty God, 
proved of the utmost value. S1x Mission Vessels are cruis- 
ing amongst the North Sea Trawling Fleets. 12,000 smacksmen are engaged all the 
year round in providing our tables with fish. These men, who for us toil through 
furious blast and sleety storm—who hazard their lives and fall victims, hundreds of 
them, to the pitiless waves, that markets at home may be well supplied—may rightly 
claim some small share in the privileges we so richly enjoy and so highly prize. 
THIS THEY CAN ONLY HAVE THROUGH THE 
PRESENCE OF THE MISSION VESSELS 

Carrying to the fishermen the message of Divine mercy and pardoning love, bringing 
the pleasure of books to while away the weary hours, affording relief in case of sick- 
ness and injury, and cheering and brightening dull and monotonous lives by their 
presence and ministry. The Director will gladly attend drawing-rooms and other 
meetings to tell the story of the interesting work and exhibit his Dissolving Views. 


Gifts of Books, Tracts, and Periodicals are most acceptable. The demand for Mittens 
and Mufflers being very great, the Director will send samples to any ladies willing to 
assistin supplying them, FUNDS are GREATLY NEEDED to enable the Mission 
to place a Vessel with each of the 12 Fleets. 

N.B—The Offices were removed to the present address in December last. 
change will save much trouble, time, and expense tothe Mission. 
Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 

must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unle:s 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith ané 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Proviuces. 


Attention to the 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d. 
» Six Months 95 fe 9 a oS Seakoepagae 5 4 
», Three Months ,, i" oF “5 4 eidats catcss 2 8 

To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZUIT 4, 


188, Fleet-street, London. 
TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 
wicmmcishing, Gazette. 
Pavnady DIA Ys JULY: 31,1836. 











LANDING A TROUT IN MID-STREAM MADE EASY. 


I HAVE for several years intended to give my brother anglers—who, 
like myself, are accustomed to fish for trout in rivers where wading 
as a necessity—ithe benefit of a very simple contrivance for carrying 
the landing-net. And, indeed, were it merely to enable tho fisher- 
man /o carry his landing-net, I should not have troubled to write 
these lines at all, 








This, unquestionably, is only its secondary value, for it is of infinite value to 
the expert craftsman who handles his rod and net smartly, and ought to help 
even atyro. We all know how many contrivances there are for carrying the net 
easily, all more or less ingenious, and some of them elaborate—the jointed 
handle, the telescope handle, with a steel spring to clasp on the strap, and many 
more ; bat, so far as I have ever seen, one and all of them possess one element of 
weakness in common—namely, that when the trout is fairly in the net, the man 
is tempted to say, “ Would I had a third hand!” 

Now, I will take a certain pool I used to fish in a broad river (North). I used 
to wade up the centre, which was fairly wadeable, though deep, and cast towards 
the willows on either side. It sometimes happened that I got the trout feeding 
there when I had been elsewhere trying my best in vain, and I knew well 
that upon my quickness depended the basket of the day. I had from. three- 
quarters to an hour, during which the trout fed gently, and then went down to 
“chew the cud” and reflect. 

Bungling with a useless landing-net could only be a serious drawback, as 
thus :—A man, even one up to his work, hooks a trout of, say, 11b. on a No. 1 
Adlington fly-hook, and to save disturbing a quarter of a mile of water, he must 
land his trout as he stands there. He cannot follow him down the whole length 
of the pool, and come up wading against stream, frightening the trout. Well, he 
hooks his trout (if the trout is 2lb. all the worse for him), and the fish makes a 
fer ; he is compelled to use one hand to hold the rod, and one to reel up the 
fish. 

His landing-net now is a regular nuisance to him if it is carried in one hand. 
Tf it is one of those I have just mentioned, this stage passes off quite satisfac- 
torily. Now comes the crucial test, and I particularly would direct special 
attention to this stage. We will suppose it is the telescope-handle net. It is 
grasped in the left hand, and made ready for action ; but the whole principle is 
a wrong one now. The trout, only “blown,” darts off like steam down the 
river, and the reel suddenly chokes. The point of the rod is pulled down, and 
the man is hampered with his net : he has hardly time to hitch it on to the strap 
again. It is in his way till he does so, hampering his movements. If he had 
no net he could free the reel in a second by giving a pull to the line, orif the 
fish doubled on him he could reel up rapidly. We go to the third stage. The 
trout at last is on his side, the net is ready, the line shortened slowly, and the 
fish is—netted. 

Now what happens—a rod in one hand, a net in the other? I have taken 
the handle of the net under my arm, and stuck the butt of the rod into my 
waders or a pocket; but all this time one is working in a feeble, cramped 
fashion, and the trout has to be killed, hook taken out, and fish basketed safely— 
yes, and rapidly. With the landing-net as an impediment, this does not go off 
well ; much valuable time is wasted, and much “ friction” caused. 

The idea of carrying and using ry net was an entirely original one, so far as 
Zam concerned, and has been used by me for many years. It is absolutely inex- 
pensive, and practical beyond all question. A very excellent fisherman, and 
brother-in-law to one of the most famous authorities in existence, was watching 
me fishing one day, wading deep, and the trout doing well. 

He said afterwards, with a kindsmile of approval, “I never saw any man 
land trout in the water so rapidly as you did to-day while I was watching you.” 

I said, ‘I daresay that is so; but the merit lies entirely with my ring, which 
makes trout-fishing quitea delight when you are wading deep.” ' 

I hope no one will think Iam introducing this to yaunt my own praises. I 
have other matters to think of, and regard fishing nowadays asa pleasing pastime 
once a year, to be enjoyed for a few weeks as a means to an end, and that 








end health for the rest of the year. But I think it is time that I gave others 
the benefit of this simple affair. A gentleman to whom I had shown the idea 
met me this year at the river side, and said to me, “I would not be without 
your landing-net rings now for a good deal.” 

I began by asingle ring, and by degrees I adopted the three—the photograph 
here made speaks for itself. Three harness rings are sewn on; AB, I call 
the carrying rings; C, the landing-ring; E and D are the usual coat straps, 
where also in travelling I carry my landing-net, with its plain solid steel ring, 
and which f use in preference to all others. When [have fairly got into a good 
stream or pool, I take the net and place it through C, which I do very easily 
indeed. If it isin the way in wading, I occasionally put it in the top ring 
A, instead of ©, but very rarely. Now we will start with the supposition that, 
in a similar position to the one already described, I hook a trout of 1lb., and the 
landing-net is hanging by the ring C. I can follow his motions with both hands, 
as free as if I had no landing-net with me. At last he comes near: a touch 
of the left hand brings the net sliding out of its ring, like a sword from its 
scabbard. The line is short, and I am just going to use the net, when—whirr! 
he is off at racing speed. I give a little push with the left hand, and the 
net, obedient to the least touch, slides back, and hangs against the small ring— 
out of the way. Both hands are thus free for anything. ; 

And now the crucial test comes at the third stage. The trout floats on his 
side : I shorten my line, and then, bending my rod, slide gently out of its ring, 
but not altogether (never altogether if I ean do without it), the insidious landing- 
net. It is tilted to the side, and the trout is quickly and safely netted—no fuss 
whatever. I simply slide back the handle till the net is again home, hanging at 
my side. : 

So far as I am concerned, that trout is safe, and I can doas Ilike. I place 
the rod’s butt into top of right waders, allowing rod to lie over the bent elbow 
of right arm, I then place both hands—which, you see, are absolutely free 
—into the net, and, as a first step I break the neck of the trout. No one 
but a fool ever begins by taking out his hook, and then kills his trout. A 
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dozen accidents may happen from this absurd habit, and we all know how 
ligaments, muscles, and tendons relax after death, so that the hook is much 
more easily and humanely removed after death. I then lift out of the net 
my dead trout, which, if he falls into the stream (it may happen once in a 
season), is easily renetted before he can sink ; I disengage my fly, lift up the 
lid, and, before you could take a couple of breaths, I am casting over another 
trout. There is thus no loss of time; its worst fault is that it costs so little, 
and has so little mechanism. te 

Now for the landing-net itself. I prefer a light steel ring without joints, 
round, and with a simple ash handle. The best I ever had is the butt of an old 
rod well thinned down ;I have it still. The usual form of attaching ring to 
handle is a screw ; but in walking about this is apt to become detached by slowly 
unscrewing itself. ; ; ; 

This year, however, I soon put an end to this, for I had a hole drilled right 
through the screws of both handle and net (when the two were screwed up 
tight), in such a way that a bit of copper wire to fit the hole effectually pre- 
vented them unscrewing, and copper wire can be so easily rivetted by a few taps 
of a hammer that it isa simple affair. 

All the same, till I thought of this I have many a time had my net unscrew 
itself, and I have had to retrace my steps many a weary “ bittock ” of a mile, to 
find the handle and net some yards apart. Those who fish from high banks will 
not find it so valuable ; to those who wade, and who wade deep, it is invaluable, 
and any man may try it for a few pence. ; 

Now the ‘ring © should be sufficiently large to allow the landing-net to be 
worked with freedom, as ifin a ball-and-socket joint ; a narrow ring hampers 
a man in every way. Any saddler can sew one on, or even the village shoe- 
maker, particularly if he be a fisherman ! 

There is one more thing I should like to add to show the faith I have in the 
thing myself, and it is this : Supposing that whilst wading and standing in mid- 
stream I have been once in a way compelled to take my landing-net altogether 
out of the “landing-ring” (C), to reach a trout which has got hung up in a 
weed or branch, and basket him ; or, suppose a rarer case: Last year I hooked 
three half-pound trout, one on each fly, in a strong stream, and I dared not 
move, as the wading was very dangerous—round stones, greasy and treacherous. 
T landed all three in the net, and the keeper who was watching me, knowing 
T could not hear his voice because of the boiling waters, took his hat off and 
waved it with delight. But I now had the landing-net in my left hand, and I 
had to unhook and kill three good Eden trout, and also to get my gut-line out 
of the mess it was in, for I fish “ fine,” and fine gut easily gets into a muddle. 

Well, I put my rod into its old place in the waders, grasped the handle of the 
net in my right hand, and taking the ring C in my left very easily inserted the 
handle into its old place. I had but to slide it home, and then the killing and 
unhooking of the three trout was child’s play. 

I fear I have wearied my readers, but I think somehow I will be forgiven 
when the invention is put to a practical test by any good fisherman whose fingers 
are not all thumbs. The fishing-tackle makers alone will hardly thank me ; but 
this, of course, is a matter of no moment to me. If I have left any point 
unexplained, I will gladly answer any communications in “ F. G.” 

I may mention that I have tried it in all positions and places—on a strap 
placed round the waist, on the basket-carrying strap, &c. ; but I find no place 
so handy as that depicted. If anything, the lower ring is rather low ; an inch 
higher is better, and let the ring be roomy. 

The only angler I ever met who had adopted a similar idea without, I believe, 
seeing mine at all, was a friend in the South of Scotland, Sheriff R 
Years after I had been using mine I found him carrying his net with a ring 
attached to the strap of the basket, but he could not use it in the water as one 
can with my method ; and so I regard my own as by far the best and simplest 
invention of the kind I have ever seen. E. M. Top. 











AN ANGLER’S HOLIDAY \IN SUTHERLAND. 
By W. MURDOCH. 


AT the express desire of the enterprising Editor of this paper, I 
have, on my return from Sutherlandshire, taken the earliest oppor- 
tunity of stating that anglers proposing going on a fishing trip will 
find good trouting in the neighbourhood of, and comfortable quarters 
at, the following Sutherlandshire hotels—viz., Loch Inver, Inchna- 
damph, Altnagallagach, Lairg, Invershin (Portinleck), Overscaig, 
Forsinard, and Melvich. 

From my notes I find that in seven days’ fishing I had 153Ib. of trout, and that 
this weight was made up of trout—bit and little together—averaging 2lb. My 
best day was fifty trout, 34lb.,and my worst 123lb., six trout, weighing respec- 
tively 34, 24, 24, 2, 1$, and #lb. The weather on the whole was unfavourable, 
and I seldom fished more than six or seven hours. Consequently my takes were 
nothing unusual, or greater than a fair rod may equal, if not surpass, in a good 
long day, if the elements chance to be moderately propitious. 

I started for the North on the 3rd of July. My object in going was twofold. 
Firstly, I wanted to enjoy some good trout-fishing ; and, secondly, I desired to 
get a good idea of the lochs and streams for the purpose of being able to give 
the readers of the “ F. G.” the result of my experiences and inquiries. I found, 
to my regret, that selfish anglers had penetrated into the North. Anglers, 
forsooth! anglers who, as Francis Francis says, ‘‘ make a good thing of it, and 
wish consequently to keep the résults of their sport private.” I say I learned 
this with regret. I heard that they objected to the hotel-keepers printing reports 
of the takes ; that they said, ‘What business has any one to write and describe 
the waters?” “Confound them, they will have the places overrun,” and so 
forth ! I heard also that one or two anglers made market of all their trout. Pity 
them, Isay. They would not, if they could, let other anglers have an equal 
chance of good fishing, and they sell all their fish besides. What does this tend 
to? ‘To bring anglers into contempt, and relegate them to the class of the most 
selfish of mortals. I enjoy fishing about as much as any one, and I like a good 
piece of water to fish ; but I care not who fishes alongside me, or how many 
may fish, so long as they fish in an unselfish and sportsmanlike manner. To 
any one who wishes to know anything about fishing, &c., that I know, my object 
is, and ever will be, to let them know as much about it as I know myself. There- 
fore, in this sketch, I have pleasure in naming a number of lochs on which Tam 
aware good fishing is certain to be got. 

The lochs of Sutherland are, as a rule, not over-fished. Many of them are 
not fished nearly enough. Arrived at Forsinard, I found that a few anglers 
“had been and done it, and gone”; but, to my great surprise, I was told that 
there were no anglers there at the time. I could not at the moment account 
for this ; but Lcan now. Forsinard and Melvich are both out of the tourist 
route, and the impression seems to be that althongh the fishing is known to be 
Ail, most of the good lochs in the neighbourhood are preserved. "Tis a pity 
that this impression should prevail; but the fact is that it does, and it arises 
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from this cause—namely, that in that great and valuable guide to anglers—the 
Sportsman’s und Tourist's Guide—most of the best lochs, which are quite open, 
are stated as preserved ; thus, after the loch and fishing are described, the 
words, “the loch is preserved,” or “preserved and permission is required,” 
generally occur. The hotel-keepers have themselves to blame for this, for if 
they would inform Mr. Watson Lyall of the real facts, the necessary corrections 
would be made forthwith. The loss is their own ; but then the lochs in the 
locality, considering the sporting qualities of their excellent trout, are far less 
frequented by anglers than they deserve to be. Through a want, too, of 
patronage from anglers, the hotel-keepers are losing their right to not a few of 
the best’ lochs, simply because they are unable to keep them on. The shooting 
tenants, through no fault of theirs, but to the loss of the great angling public, 
acquire, or get these lochs thrown in, with the shootings, and then they suffer - 
through over-preservation. Of all the counties in Scotland, Sutherland, all over, 
is undoubtedly the best for loch trout-fishing ; and as the Duke, his commissioner, 
and factors are most anxious to encourage anglers, it remains with the great 
angling brotherhood to accord such sufficiency of patronage to the hotel-keepers 
as will enable them not only to retain the lochs they have, but to acquire the 
right of angling on lochs now preserved as the leases of the tenants expire. This 
much-to-be-wished-for state of matters brought about, the tenant of the shoot- 
ings, the hotel-keeper, and anglers generally would all benefit, as it stands to 
reason that the trout would gain in size and quality. For the quantity of food 
possessed, many of the lochs contain not too few but far too many trout. I 
found all the lochs I visited to be teeming with fish. Ilearned that a couple of 
lochs which prior to a year or too past had been closely preserved, are now 
improving greatly through being regularly fished. On the other hand, L learned, 
on good authority, that three lochs formerly open, and that used to yield 
splendid baskets of trout of large sizeand fine quality, had materially fallen off, 
surely but gradually, since they came to be preserved. The more is the pity. 
In one loch an epidemic, arising from overcrowding, occurred two years ago. 
In this same loch the trout used to run fully 1lb. on an average—now they 
average less than $lb., and in quality, shape, and colour are far from up to their 
former standard. 

There is really no fear of the lochs being over-fished. No more boats are put 
on than they will carry without being injured. On the subject of regulating 
the amount of fishing on each loch by itself, I had several conversations with 
different parties, hotel-keepers included. Mr. Murray, at Forsinard, told me 
that on Loch Clach-na-Gal, which can easily be commanded by wading, he 
would never think of putting a boat, as that would induce it to be over-fished as, 
being only a small loch, and a splendid one for large baskets of big trout, it would 
never have a single day's rest were a boat put on, and that extent of flogging 
would be sure to greatly harm it in the course of a season or two. Wise policy 
of Mr. Murray! Again, as bearing out what I said about the lochs not being 
enough fished, Mr. Dunnet, the genial host at Loch Inver Hotel, told me 
that the trouting on Loch Beannach is improving very much every year, and 
this he accounts for from the fact that the loch is now more regularly fished 
than it used to be. Mr. D. says that in number such takes are not got, but in 
size and quality the trout are much better. This is natural, as a thinning of 
the number of trout by angling leaves more food, in proportion, to those 
remaining uncaught. For number, Loch Beannach is still wonderfully good. 
There is a boat on it ; but it could easily stand two. 

The trout, in a vast proportion of the Sutherland lochs, cut up quite pink. 
Food seems to be very abundant, and of different kinds. In some of the lochs 
sticklebacks constitute the staple ; in others, again, the May Fly and the 
Heather Moth, more than any other kind of food, bring the trout into condi- 
tion. The trout, which in several of the lochs live chiefly upon shellfish, or 
insects bred in the weeds, are not free risers. They rarely play out of the 
water when hooked, or show themselves when taking the fly. I found those 
bottom-fed trout to take best when the flies were well sunk and jerked along 
a foot or 9in. below the surface. 

As time hurries on apace and the fishing season is fast fleeting on, I judge it 
best on this occasion to leaye over the sketchy account of my trip, and give 
instead what information I consider will profit anglers about to set out on a 
fishing trip among the Sutherlandshire lochs in search of various kinds of 
fishing. 

A run such as Iam about to describe, to be done without hurry, and that the 
best lochs may be fished, will occupy fully three weeks after arriving on the spot. 
If two go in company and fish from one boat, the expense need not exceed 16s. 
per day. ‘This sum will include everything necessary, provided one is able to 
walk to all the lochs within four miles of the place at which he fixes to put up 
for the time. For lochs outside the four-mile limit a single-horse trap should 
be engaged for the day. Some of the best lochs, however, are approachable 
only on foot, and distances of from five to seven miles have to be undertaken 
after leaving the trap. If one is ‘‘swack,” it is a temptation (at least to me) 
to thread many miles of broken and hilly ground, if the certainty is that in 
front a heavy take of large trout is to be gotas areward. At all the hotels I 
have mentioned the tariff for the day is very moderate, and for those staying a week 
or longer special terms, lower than the daily rate, are quoted. The uniform 
charge for a gillie is 3s. 6d. per day, with lunch and whiskey from 1s. 3d. to 
1s. 6d. in addition. This, shared by two, amounts to only 2s. 6d. each at the 
most. In a few places the old system of making a small charge for the use of 
the boat is continued. Anglers, however, who object to pay for boats can fish 
meee well by wading if the lochs “run in” shallow and gradually from 
the edge. 

I took with me twenty-three patterns of flies, ten or a dozen of each pattern. 
I had them dressed three sizes. These patterns I collected from skilled anglers, 
and from tackle-makers specially famed for the manufacture of Sutherland 
loch trout flies. I gave each and all a thoroughly good and fair trial. Of the 
twenty-three kinds, I found three to be great killers everywhere, and other four 
T could not well have done without. I used a long (12ft.), but strong and fine 
gut-cast, and always hadfour flies on. The two larger of the three sizes I got 
dressed on the sproat hook, and the small size on the round bend. The sproat 
hook was a great success. I fished from north to south, and from the south to 
the far westof Sutherland, and I found the following seven flies far and away 
the best—viz., Zulu, Green and Mallard, Claret and Mallard, Red and Teal, 
Heather Moth, Black and White-tip, Orange and Bustard. The three first named 
were the best, but the others were of excellent service. Going again to Suther- 
land, I would take no more with me than these seven patterns, as multiplicity 
only tends to confuse. Next week I shall fully describe them. Meanwhile, 
should anyone want a full description, that they can have onapplying to me. I 
may mention, however, that anyone wanting these patterns for immediate use 
may have them, true in shade, &c., on applying to Garden, tackle-maker, 1223, 
Union-street, Aberdeen. 

Asa starting-point, the angler should select either Loch Inver or Melvich. I will 
commence with the latter. It can be reached by steamboat from Aberdeen to 
Thurso (twice a week), and coach for the rest of the distance, or right through to 
Forsinard by rail, vid Inverness, and hire eighteen miles. Another route is from 








Juty 31, 1886. 


——. 


Glasgow by steamer (vid the Caledonian Canal) to Inverness, and rail and drive 
afterwards. Visitors to the North by the Canal ought to stay for a day at 


Invergarry (Cullochy locks the stopping-place) to see the wondrous beauties of 
the place, and the many points of historical interest at hand. 


Fourteen lochs can be fished from Melvich. On the waters in the immediate 
neighbourhood capital sport may be got the whole season through. The best 
trout are in the stiffest lochs, and they are well worth fishing for—splendid 
fellows from 1b. up to 4lb. in weight. The lochs most deserving of notice are 
Balligall, Mall, Mor, Crockach, and Ellanach. By a road which has been made 
through the Armadale shootings quite recently, a number of lochs hitherto 
unfished are now rendered very accessible. 


Forsinard Hotel is at Forsinard railway station, and a nice small place it 
is, situated on a flat in the moor, the head waters of the Halladale 
running close by. The landlord has a salmon-rod to let on the Halladale 
river. Fifteen lochs can be fished by staying at Forsinard. Beautiful sporting 
trout are contained inthem. The lochs I most recommend are Clach-na-Gal, 
Na Shalag, Coorach, Acron, and Loch-a-Elar (not the Baddan loch, but the 
one above it). By rail from Forsinard, one next proceeds to Lairg. Lairg is 
a shortsome and pretty place, at the south-east end of Loch Shin. The 
landlord of the hotel is genial and kind, and a very good table is 
furnished. On _ several of the lochs out from Lairg the trouting is 
good, Beannoch being, perhaps, the best loch for fine big trout. Terox- 
fishing can be had on Loch Shin. <A drive of seventeen miles ‘up the 
north side of Loch Shin brings the angler to Overscaig Inn. Here very good 
fishing is got on loch and stream. Overscaig has been remarkably well patronised 
this season. The host is very attentive to his visitors. The chief angling waters 
about are Lochs Shin, Merkland, and Griam. Returning to Lairg, the next 
place to visit is Jnvershin (Portinleck). In August and September good sea- 
trout fishing is got kyle, opposite the door of the hotel. Loch Laro contains 
fine sporting trout, three to the pound, and in Loch Migdale the trout run 
almost }1b. on an average. Loch Crokach is worthy of notice ; but Loch Corr 
is the loch for big trout. From Lairg one proceeds west by the mail car to 
Alt-na-galla-gach. This place is in high altitudes, and the air is very bracing. 
A great run has been made on it this year. Trout of fine quality, and in any 
number, are got in the lochs round about. They run, on an average, somewhat 
less than three to the pound ; but big fellows are often met with. Lochs Awe, 
Calma, Borlan, Urigill, and Veyatie are fished from the hotel here. Farther 
west, /nchnadamph is reached. Loch, stream, and lochlet are at hand. The 
fishing is good, and grilse, gillaroo, ferow, trout, and (sometimes) salmon are got ; 
but here, as everywhere else, the sport depends greatly on the state of the 
weather. Further west still (by car) Loch Inver is reached, and “old ocean” 
appears in sight. The trout here do not run so large as at Melvich or Forsinard, 
but they are quite as plentiful. Char take the fly in Loch Fewin, and two or 
three are got almost every day. Mr. Dunnet, the hotel-keeper, is a hearty and 
obliging host. He has two salmon rods on the river Kirkaig. Loch Roe is 
good for sea-trout in August and September. In all, there are fourteen boats 
on the lochs. The best trout lochs are Fewin, Crogach, and Beannach. The 
scenery about Loch Inver is charming. There is an ocean-steamer service 
between Loch Inver, Oban, and Glasgow, 
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WORM-FISHING FOR SALMON. 
By “DuUN ScorTus.” 


EVERY now and then a discussion arises in some of the public 
journals on the question whether salmon feed in fresh water, and 
the matter is argued out with great solemnity for and against until 
an editorial edict that “ this discussion must now cease” ends it. Then 
the combatants part; like Mr. Gilbert’s two heroes, ‘ with undi- 
minished pride they went on their respective roads.” 


Now all this doubt, it seems to us, arises in a very simple way. There is little 
doubt that salmon do not feed when running (in our large rivers, at least, for 
we are not quite so sure about smaller streams), and there is but little chance 
of fish being caught by nets unless running. Again, fish do not feed much in 
fresh water, only, we suppose, when they feel hungry ; hence when caught by 
the rod the stomach of a fresh-run fish will generally be empty, though we have 
generally found the intestine to contain some fecal matter. Suppose, for the 
sake of argument, that one could kill a human being or two before their break- 
fast and examine their stomachs ; would it be safe to argue that men don’t eat 
on these grounds ? What the stomachs of kelts and unspawned “ foul fish ” 
may contain it is, of course, impossible to ascertain, owing to the legal pro- 
hibition against killing such fish. At the same time, if one may judge by the 
way in which our Tweed kelts feed, they at least have a most decided objection 
to an empty stomach. The analogy drawn by Professor Huxley between 
salmon and herrings (vide Mr. Willis Bund’s “Salmon Problems,” p. 164, e¢ seq.) 
is a most unsafe one. If an argument from analogy be wanted, surely that of 
the sea and bull-trout, which of all fish in our waters resemble the salmon most 
closely, would be safer, and we don’t suppose that anyone will deny that they 
feed in fresh water. 

But surely in the subject of the present paper there is ample proof that 
salmon do feed in our rivers. 

A “fish” might be prompted to snap at a fly, for the same reason that you, 
gentle reader, would probably chase a busy blue-bottle whose buzzing round 
your head annoyed you ; he might pursue an intrusive parr, for the same reasons 
that occasionally lead to obnoxious small boys getting their ears boxed or their 
“no matters” spanked by grave and reverend seniors ; but when he deliberately 
picks up a worm, or a bunch of them (which he prefers), quietly retires with it 
to a corner, & la Jack Horner, and there proceeds to chew, and finally bolt it, the 
probability seems to be that he does so because he is hungry and likes worms. 
The evidence is certainly not sufficient to convince an Irish jury in a murder 
case, but it would probably satisfy most other folks. 


It is interesting to see what our older writers on the subject of angling say. 
They don’t seem to have many doubts on the subject, and usually recommend 
the worm as their principal lure for salmon. Here are some specimens : 


Place for the ladies :—Dame Juliana Berners, “by cause that the samon is the 
moost stately fyssh that ony man may angle to in fresshe water” begins with 
him ; and the first bit of instruction in this earliest of angling works is that we 
are to fish for him ‘‘ Fyrste wyth a redde worme in the begynnynge and endynge 
of the season. And also wyth a bobbe that bredyth in a dunghyll. And 
specyally wyih a soyerayn bayte that bredyth on a water docke,.” And our 
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a hae believeth not in flies, for she states that he is seldom taken with a 
vc u e.” 


J. D. writes of 


“Great red worms in Field or Garden bred 
That have been scoured in Moss or Fennel rough, 
To rid their filth and make them hard and tough. 
And with this bayte hath often taken bin, 
The salmon faire of River Fish the best.” 


Father Izaak scarcely speaks of any other baits than this. He says: “ And you 
are to observe that he is very seldom observed to bite at a minnow, yet some- 
times he will, and not usually at a fly, but more usually at a worm,” and so 
forth ; whilst Richard Franck declares he “ will as greedily pursue a worm as a 
luxurious appetite pursue his paunch,” 

Those confirmed old plagiarists, the angling authors of last century, for the 
most part quote Walton verbatim or disguise his directions in a most palpable 
manner—e.g., John Williamson, Gent. (“ British Angler,” p. 134). 

Another lady, too, claims our attention—viz., “the Accomplisht Lady,” who, 
in her “ Delight,” published 1686 (6th edition) for “Sarah Harris, Widow, in 
Maiden-lane,” finally burst out into verse—we cannot call it poetry—and asserts 
(see page 124) that— 

“Close to the bottom, in the midst of the water, 
I fished for a salmon, and there I caught her ; 
My plummet twelve inches from the large hook, 
Two lob-worms hung equal, which she ne’re forsook,” 


And finishes by stating that 
“The landing hook helpt much, but the cookery more.” 


Sarah Harris, Widow, or T. P., or whoever you may be, we regret to tell you, 
most Accomplisht Lady, that we don’t believe you. It may be ungallant in us : 
but we feel it our bounden duty to say that we doubt your ever having honestly 
and fairly with your 26 yards of line landed a clean salmon, even though your 
“landing-hook helped much.” It must have been a kelt, a belief in which we are 
confirmed by your statement that ‘the cookery (helped) more.” If we are 
wrong we apologise most abjectly to your manes. 

Brookes, in his “ Art of Angling,” speaks of the most usual baits being 
‘‘lob-worms, small dace, gudgeon, bleak, minnows, or two well-scoured dew- 
worms” ; whilst Bowlker, writing about the same time, 1743, gives it an inferior 
place to fly and last-spring. The Rey. Samuel Ward (‘Modern System of 
Natural History”) copies Brookes almost verbatim. Best and the contemporary 
‘Pisciceptologie”’ pay the same compliment to “ old Izaak.” 

Of all the books of last century which we have seen the “Complete Family 
Piece” (3rd edition, 1741) gives the most ample directions on this subject :— 


“ When you fish with a ground-bait for salmon it must be six red worms scoured 
well in moss, and put all on the hook together, threading them over the hook in 
such a manner as to hide the arming, or place where it is fastened to the line; then 
drop your line in a deep hole in the river, or close under the bank, drawing it up 
and down gently, and if salmon be there they will soon take the bait. Never 
attempt to fish for salmon after nine in the morning, nor before six in the evening. 
Be sure to give them time to gorge the bait, for sometimes they will nibble at it for 
some time before they swallow it.” (“C, F. P.,” p. 340). 


Taylor, “ Angling, &c., Reduced to a Complete Science,” in 1800, gives a 
pretty full account of how te angle for salmon with worm, winding up with :— 


“Tf you have no success this way after a few trials, you may almost depend upon 
it that there is no fish there, or else that he is not for the bait.” 


Cautious Samuel Taylor, Gent.! He is the first, so far as we know, to 
recommend swivels on the line. 

Of more recent writers, “ Ephemera” says nothing at allabout this matter ; but, 
probably, the best directions to be had anywhere for the clear-water method 
employed in Tweed are to be found in Younger’s “River Angling,” first 
edition, pp. 72-78. We quote his instructions as to tackle and baiting, for two 
reasons : first, our own practice is founded mainly on his directions, and, 
secondly, they are the clearest and best we know of concerning the ordinary 
plan of worming. 


“Anglers differ in their choice regarding the size of the two hooks proper to be 
used for this sort of bait, but those most generally preferred on the Tweed are large 
sizes, Nos. 18, 19, or 20, of Adlington’s ; the others, Nos. 15 or 16. As they require 
to be shorter in the shank for this purpose than for the fly, it is requisite to break 
a piece from the shank of each, when the larger one is tied to the end of the gut, 
the other so much farther up on the gut as to allow its point to be turned round to 
the shank of the first hook, and a little of the shank of each to be left untied for 
the purpose of catching into the worms, and preventing them from slipping down 
from their proper positions. The first worm is then put on by inserting the hook 
at its head, and running it up over that hook altogether, then turning the upper- 
most hook round, and inserting it also at the same incision; then run the worm up 
over this hook also till the tail of it is fairly above the bend of the hook and the 
upper part on the line above. A second worm is taken and the hook entered about 
its middle, running it up also to the second hook, which is entered at the same 
incision, and run round in the loose end of the worm, which covers it over the bend 
and point. The remainder of that worm is pressed up till it appears contracted and 
thickened on the short piece of gut intermediate between the two hooks; then a 
third worm is taken, and run on the first hook head foremost, leaving its tail to cover 
and project over the point. This is called a full and proper salmon bait. Some 
use only two large worms in the manner of the first and third, with half a worm, 
or a small one, put on the second hook to cover its head and point.” 


Leaving this enticing part of our subject, we have to point out that the 
conditions favourable to worm-fishing, not merely in different types of river, 
but even in rivers apparently alike, are often totally diverse. For instance, no 
Tweed angler would think of fishing for salmon, as distinct from bull-trout, 
with worm ina “spate.” For a case in point, see Scrope’s “ Days and Nights of 
Salmon-Fishing,” new (1885) edition, p. 243. Yet, if we know a river 
resembling the Tweed in its physical peculiarities it is the Annan, in which for 
salmon to take worm in a flooded water is an extremely common occurrence. 
Why should this be so ? 

Whatever the reason, there can be no manner of doubt that in many of our 
rivers salmon take the worm well in discoloured waters, whilst in others, 
generally larger streams, they very seldom take it, except in water so low and 
clear that the fish are ‘‘ set up” against the fly. 

In such matters local authority and practice, taken cum grano, are your best 
guides—in fact, owing apparently to their caprice, but in reality to our ignorance 
of their habits, it seems impossible to predict hew salmon will behave in any 
given circumstances. 

Generally speaking, however, we may say that in the smaller salmon rivers 
fish will take worm in a flood ; but in the largest type of stream they only care 
for it in very low water. Inno kind of stream do they seem to take bait freely, 
except at times when fly-fishing is all but out of the question, and to such occa- 
sions it ought to be most rigidly restricted. gree 

Before proceeding to discuss the aheve two methods of fishing, it willbe con- 
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venient to speak briefly of the tackle to be used. A long, powerful rod (with 
fixed upright rings for choice) is absolutely necessary—long, that its wielder may 
have proper command of the water to be fished ; powerful, on account of the 
continuous heavy strain to which it is subjected from the weight of tackle and 
bait usually employed, and also because salmon hooked in this way play in a 
more ponderous, but likewise more determined, fashion than those taken with 
fly. ‘This last fact seems to be due partly to the want of any pull on the jaws, 
whereby to partially suffocate the victim, who is here hooked in the stomach 
generally, and partly because the patient, having usually been some little time in 
fresh water, has lost much of his abdominal and other fat, so is in “hard” con- 
dition from an athletic point of view. The reel and line need not vary from 
those ordinarily used for fly-fishing. 

Your single gut casting-line will, of course, be varied in length and fineness, 
according to circumstances : for a thick, discoloured water, a treble gut cast, with 
two or three hairs of the strongest single gut procurable, is best ; but in very 
clear, low water, when the fish have been much pestered with worm and prawn, 
comparatively fine gut, and plenty of it, is absolutely necessary, even as fine, as 
ordinary coarse trout-gut may sometimes be successful ; only, if you use such, 
for mercy’s sake let not the victim gorge your bait lest he break you and 
escape, to suffer from the torture so feelingly alluded to by Mr. Gilbert in “ The 
Mikado” as the probable result of “a rather tough worm in his little inside.” 

There are three varieties of tackle which we have had most experience of :— 
First, the tackle recommended by Younger, with a rather smaller upper hook, 
say, No. 12 or 13, good in flood ; second, a magnified “ Stewart’s tackle,” dressed 
with a loop on the top hook, and on brown-stained treble gut. The length of 
this tackle may vary between 44in. and 7in., and the size of hooks between 
Nos. 8 and 12 Hutchinsons. See that they are strong in the wire, and of extra 
good temper. We prefer Stewart’s pattern to Pennell’s, as we see no advantage 
in leaving out the middle hook, which, in our experience, is that which hooks 
most fish. - 

Our favourite tackle, however, is a modification of that described by Younger. 
There being some difficulty in baiting that tackle, especially with benumbed 
fingers, we employ two similar hooks, tied one at each end of a stout piece of 
treble gut of such length that the shanks of the hooks are_from 2in. to din. 
apart. About lin. of each shank is to be left bare, as in Younger’s tackle. 
T’o use this, double the gut between the hooks, loop it on to the casting-line, 
and then proceed to bait it as follows : 

Three well-scoured lob or dew worms are to be used. Take the largest, and 
enter the big hook about the middle, threading for some 2in. on this hook ; then 
bring out the point of your hook so as to leave an inch or more of the tail 
loose. Now draw it up on the gut ; enter the other hook at the same point as 
the large one, and thread the other half of the worm on this hook. This worm 
covers the gut between the hooks and the greater part of the small hook. Now 
impale another worm on the small hook, passing the large hook transversely 
through its upper part. Finally, cover the large hook with your second largest 
worm. The hooks thus baited present much the same appearance as do 
Younger’s, but are more easily baited, and hence the bait is less easily broken 
by casting. 

The above diagram will explain the process and tackle. 

The weight of sinkers used will, of course, vary with the strength of 
the current fished in. Our own~plan is to have a large swivel at the 
end of our last link of gut ; some three or four inches above this we fix an 
ordinary split shot, above which is an ordinary leger bullet of varying, but not 
gigantic, size, which again is kept from sliding too far up the line by another 
split shot a foot or more above the first. We think there is less chance of a 
check whilst the fish is nibbling by this arrangement. 

When angling in troubled waters, we prefer a largish Stewart’s tackle or our 

first-mentioned tackle. In such circumstances we do not, of course, fish the 
same parts of the river as in low, clear water, but rather with a short, taut line 
search the deeper eddies at the side, especially where projecting rocks, large 
boulders, or cairns throw the current outwards from one side of the stream, and 
leave a deep but not very broad line of eddies between the shore and main 
current. Of course, local knowledge is so all-important in salmon-fishing that 
it is impossible to describe the places where salmon will be found ; suffice it to 
name as likely places any deep eddy near the top of a succession of rough, rapid, 
and shallow water, pools lying between two sharp bends of the river, and eddies 
below heavy falls. Nor are weir pools to be neglected. The best time is when 
the water is beginning to fall, but not yet low enough for fly, or, occasionally, 
just at the beginning of the rise in the water, and fish will sometimes take the 
bait much more greedily and fiercely than in low, clear water. Clear-water 
bait-fishing is, however, much more elaborate and scientific. 
_ Wait until the fish are “set up” to the fly—you will do little till then, which 
is perhaps lucky ; then find your way to the river-side in the morning (nor let a 
fair amount of frost deter you) with our third variety of tackle mounted. 
Starting at the head of the pool, throw across and a little above the spot where 
you expect your first victim, In casting, assist the rod by drawing out a few 
yards of line, bowl the bait from your left hand efter giving the primary 
impulse to the rod, and aim to so direct your line as to allow the current to 
carry your bait in a curve across the waiting fish. 


Now draw out a few feet of line from your reel, holding them lightly with 
your left hand, ready to be given off at the least nibble, and carry your rod 
low, not much above the water, so as in a manner to spin the worm in a curve 
across all the likely lies. When you have finished your cast, step downstream 
a pace or so and repeat the performance. If you find your line drag much, raise 
the rod, or pull in a few inches of line, so as to give a slight tripping motion to 
the worms. You have perhaps repeated this some dozen times, when, close to 
that red mass of sandstone in the “ throat” of the pool, your line stops abruptly ; 
there is a slight quivering of the line, which is instantly communicated to your 
heart, as— ‘ 

“Deep, deep the stream in, 
You see his sides gleamin’, 
The king of the Sacmon,” 


as he turns on his broad side-to pick up the bait. 

Now come a succession of slight jerks, as if his majesty were rolling the bait 
like a sweet morsel under his tongue ; then a short pause, followed by a leisurely 
move across the current for a little distance, another stoppage, and a series of 
strong, slow, gulping jerks whilst Salmo Salar, Esq., is putting himself, as the 
Yankees say, “outside” that worm. Soon he will notice, if not anticipated, 
that his diet of worms has more backbone that he has been accustomed to. A 
vertebrate annelid is an unusual phenomenon ; and he will eject it without — 
notice if you don’t give it fixity of tenure. So up with your rod point and 
strike hard, lifting your fingers off the line, and look out for squalls (from the 
recl). Barring very bad management, or breaks, he is yours when once hooked. 

If you know your water well, it will make but very little difference whether 

ou fish one pool over and over or search the whole water ; but you will soon 
find that in some reaches salmon seldom look at this bait though they may take 
fly well in that very water, and vice versa. 

One word in conclusion. As already said, worm succeeds best when fly is 
worst ; confine your worm-fishing to such occasions and you will find that your 
honesty is the best policy. Don’t use it when there are many kelts about ; or 
if you do, use Stewart's tackle, and avoid the resorts of the Keltic Club. A 
kelt hooked with fly is bad enough ; what shall we say to one taken with worm ? 


PE 


MY LIFE AS AN AUTHOR: BY MARTIN F. TUPPER, 
D.C. oR SF 


THE genial author of the world-renowned “ Proverbial Philosophy;” 
now in his seventy-sixth year, has, in this handsome volume, written 
a most interesting account of his life as an author, which ranges 
over a period of more than sixty years, for it may be said of him, as 
Pope said of himself— 





“ As yet a child, nor yet a fool to fame, 
He lisped in numbers, for the numbers came.” 


The volume contains some bright little examples of his singing, at the mature 
age of thirteen, as a young Carthusian, and at sixteen he published, in the 
Literary Journal, edited by Wm. Jerdan, “ Rough Rhymes,” giving an amusing 
account of his first Continental journey, from which we may quote the following 
on French cookery :— 


“ Such savoury stews and such odorous dishes, 
Such soups and (at Calais) such capital fishes ! 
With sauces so strange they disguise the lean meat, 
That you seldom or never know what you're to eat ; 
* * * 


Such exquisite eatables! and, for your drink, 

Not porter or ale, but—what do you think? 

Tis Burgundy, Bordeaux real red rosy wine, 
Which you quaff at a draught, neat nectar divine ! 
Thus they pamper the taste with everything good, 
And of an old shoe can make savoury food ; 

But the worst of itis that when you have done 
You are nearly as famished as when you begun !” 


Not bad for a juvenile! His prize poem at the Charterhouse, ctat 13, 
commences ia this sonorous Johnsonian style :— 


‘“‘ Where sculptured temples once appeared to sight 
Now dismal ruins meet the moon’s pale light.” 


At Oxford he had the honour of being prize-taker for a theological essay, in 
which Gladstone, who also contested it, stood second. : 

The volume is full of genial and complacent gossip about himself and the 
many celebrities he has met in his long career. It-is so full of matter—grave 
and gay, quaint and curious—that we venture to say no unprejudiced reader can 


a 
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take it up without reading through with perfect enjoyment to the end. It is 


almost needless to say that a nature so genial and so contemplative must neces- 
sarily have been a devoted angler. This is sufficiently, though but briefly, 
indicated in this work. In this connection it will not be inappropriate to quote 
the following sonnet, which will be fully appreciated by our angling friends :— 


“Come, then, coy zephyr, waft my feathered bait 
Over this rippling shallow’s tiny wave 
To yonder pool, whose calmer eddies lave 
Some triton’s ambush, where he lies in wait 
To catch my skipping fly. There—drop it lightly : 
- Arise, by Glaucus !—but he missed the hook. 
Another—safe! The monarch of the brook, 
With broadside, like a salmon’s, gleaming brightly ; 
Off let him race and waste his prowess there, 
The dread of Damocles, a single hair, 
Will tax my skill to take this fine old trout ; 
So—lead him gently : quick—the net! the net! 
Now gladly lift the glittering beauty out, 
Hued like a dolphin, sweet as violet!” 


There are more quite as quotable ; but our space forbids. 

We cordially recommend our readers to send to their booksellers or their 
libraries for this delightful volume ; they will not be disappointed. It is the 
record of a good man’s life told by an almost octogenarian with the joyousness 
and the spirit of youth ; it is the story of one who has enjoyed many of the best 
pleasures, and has suffered many of the trials, of life, and who has met 
“the slings and arrow’ of outrageous fortune,” and oftentimes of outrageous 
criticism, with philosophic calmness and equanimity. 





MAHSEER FISHING IN 
To the Editor 


Str,—With a view of giving any of your readers who, either for 
pleasure or on duty, may visit us next cold season an idea of what 


INDIA. 
of the FISHING GAZETTR. 





MOrinE so, 


Many of our readers who knew him personally, and many more who only 


knew him through his pleasant writings on angling, will hear with deep regret 


of the death of the Rev. J. J. Manley, M.A., author of “Notes on Fish and 
Fishing,” “ Game and Game-shooting,” &c. Mr. Manley was a delightful com- 
panion on an angling holiday, enthusiastic about everything, especially when in 
a district which had long been familiar to him. In town he was often depressed 
from anxiety and overwork. The last time we saw him was one afternoon at 
the Fly-Fishers’ Club ; he said he had looked in to try and get a rest, and com- 
plained of his head. He was a very kind-hearted, genial man, and we are sure 
all anglers will join us in expressing our sympathy for his family. 

The Conference of the National Fish Culture Association, held at the Exhibi- 
tion on Monday last, was poorly attended. The members of the Association 
do not, it would seem, take as much interest in its affairs as might be desirable, 
and, in our opinion, the council would do well to take some means of creating 
some such feeling. The Association should not be worked on the lines of a 
public charity—that is to say, the members providing the money and the council 
or secretary doing the work ; but one and all should be invited to co-operate in 
promoting the great object of the Society. 

* * * * ts) 

There may be a difference’of opinion as to what is the object of the Society. 
Some people think it ought merely to breed fish of various kinds and give 
them away or sell them ; but surely the chief object of an association of this 
kind should be to raise an interest in pisciculture throughout England. The 
Association will never have the funds to do much in the way of stocking our 
rivers ; but it will indirectly do avery great deal of good if it can induce persons 
in most of our towns and villages to take up pisciculture. At present the 
members of the Association have nothing to do with it beyond paying their 
subscription and attending a general meeting or a conference. We are almost 
inclined to think that if the Association were to have printed a simple pamphlet 
showing exactly how trout and other fish may be bred or obtained, with cost, 
&c., avoiding all scientific or technical terms, and spread these broadcast over 





A BRACE OF MAHSEER, 


the mahseer (Barbus tor), that most sporting of our Indian fish, is 
like, I send for insertion, if your space will admit, a photograph of 
the result of a morning’s work on the Poonch, at Tangroot, Punjab, 
in March, 1884. 

The fish, weighing respectively 45} and 391b., were caught 
spinning with a young mahseer 6in. long on single salmon gat, a 
three-jcinted spliced 16ft. Castle-Connell pattern rod being used. 

March and October are our best months for mahseer-fishing, and 
any salmon angler in a suitable locality, clear water, and provided 
with natural bait, 150 yards of reel-line, a spinning flight such as 
described by H. Cholmondeley-Pennell, Esq: (page 263, in Vol. XX. 
“ Fishing,” Badminton Library), with triangles extra stout in the 
wire, size No. 10, mounted on sound salmon gut, will give a good 
account of them. 

The photograph was taken half an hour after the fish were landed 
by my friend, G. L. K——py, Esq., Calcutta, himself an expert 
angler.—I am, &c., J. ROCHE-RAHILLY, 

Fatehgarh, N. W. P., India, 29th May. Surgeon-Major, M.S. 








GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
_ whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 

dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
Urders punctually attended to.—(ADVT,) 





39LB. AND 453LB. 


the kingdom, they would do more good in a month than they can do at the 
Delaford Fishery in ten years. Such pamphlets should be given gratis to persons 
visiting the aquarium. ‘The Society has at present published absolutely nothing 
of the least practical use. . 
a as a a Ls 

Mr, Oldham Chambers’s paper on “ Carp Culture,” read at the Conference, was 
criticised—not so much on the practical instructions it contained, but in refer- 
ence to statements as to the probable profits of carp culture in England and the 
advantage it would be to the labouring and farming classes. This is a subject 
to which we have given careful consideration, and have come to the conclusion 
that if the labouring classes are to be benefitted, or, in other words, be given 
carp at 2d. per lb., carp cannot be cultivated at a profit. To begin with, it is very 
doubtful if you can get the labouring classes to eat carp at all ; and if you 
succeed so far, it is not likely that they will prefer carp to sea-fish. Then we 
deem it very doubtful if the price of carp artificially reared could be less than 
8d. per lb., which is almost the price of the inferior portions of mutton and beef, 
and more than cod and hake. Why is Mr. Oidham Chambers so fascinated with 
the carp? Both perch and jack are better food fishes, especially the former. 


* * * * * 


Mr. Chambers is an indefatigable secretary, and if he would only recognise 
the fact that, in face of such splendidly-appointed private establishments as Sir 
James Maitland’s, Lord Exeter's, Mr. Andrews’, and many others, it is abso- 
lutely a waste of time and money for the National Fish Culture Association to 
take up the rearing and breeding of Salmonide, it would be better for the 
Association. s : 

* * * ’ 


We had a good deal to do with getting up the National Fish Culture Associa- 
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tion, and our chief reason for leaving it was that we considered it was departing 
from its original ebjects. Too much attention was given to Salmonide, and too 
little to coarse fish. If the Association is ever to become a great and useful 
success it must drop its useless playthings—the Salmonide, cat fish, white fish, 
and queer fish generally, and go in earnestly for coarse fish culture. Thereare 
thousands of owners of private fisheries and clubs who want to buy supplies of 
pike, perch, roach, bream, tench, &c., atareasonable price. At present they cannot 
get them at any price. Carp we do not want, either as food or for sport. 
* Ee 

The Marine Biological Society may be left to deal with scientific questions 
as regards temperature, movements of fish, &c. No National Society is wanted 
to breed Salmonide, or can ever compete with private enterprise in this direction, 
and ought not to attempt it. But there is a large future for it if it can get the 
hundreds of thousands of coarse fish anglers to see it is working in their 
interests. 


* * * * * 


We need hardly say that our sole object in making these remarks is because 
we take great interest in the subject, and should like to see the National Fish 
Julture Association doing good work throughout the country. Mr. Chambers 
has had great difficulties to contend with, and has worked unceasingly to carry 
out his ideas. We are sure he will pardon us for pointing out that, in our 
opinion, some of them have been mistaken. 


aS ae ae as 

The World has been echoing our paragraph on the Thames police question. 
Some writer in the St. James’s C‘azette, at whose expense ‘‘ Atlas” waxes funny, 
stated that the one thing required to make life enjoyable on the Thames was 
the presence of the police—or words to that effect. Commenting on this, 
“ Atlas” states that, Bank Holidays and Sundays excepted, he has often steamed 
for many miles in the upper river without meeting half-a-dozen boats. It is 
evident from this that it would be about as sensible to place police-boats on the 
Upper Thames as to patrol Salisbury Plain with police-constables. Either the 
writer in the St. James’s is woefully ignorant of the river, or is one of those 
female culinary officials whose proclivities for the force are proverbial. 


“M. A.” writes: “T am given to understand that the 25 killed and 90 
wounded at Amsterdam is all about an eel. Do you know anything about it?” 


No. 
* ur 5 am a 


In two days’ fishing last week in a private fishery (a large lake) Mr. Alfred 
Mackrill took twenty-seven tench, weighing 60lb.; thirteen rudd, weighing 


13lb. ; seven perch, weighing 6lb. ; aud eight roach, weighing 7lb.; a total of 
86lb. Six of the rudd weighed 8lb. ; the best roach was 1{lb. ; the best tench 
3lb. It is a curious thing that this fine take was got entirely with big lob- 


worms, the bigger they were the better the fish took them. 
brandlings, the tail of a lob, and even a maiden lob, were useless. 


Red worms, 





DEATH OF THE REV. J. J. MANLEY. 


THE Rey. John Jackson Manley, M.A., died very suddenly at his residence, Upper 
Kennington-lane, from an attack of apoplexy, on the 20th inst, He had recently 
been in fair health, complaining only of gout and indigestion occasionally. On 
Tuesday night, however, he placed his hands to his throat and was seized with an 
indescribable pain that rendered him almost powerless, which deceased conceived 
to be angina pectoris, A friend staying in the house (Mr. Soman, of Norwich) 
rubbed his chest with hartshorn till relief was obtained, and then Mr. Manley 
retired to rest; but he seemed very restless, and at 4 a.m. became quite uncon- 
scious. Help was obtained and a surgeon summoned ; but he sank peacefully 
without uttering a word. The rey, gentleman was the eldest son of a well-known 
physician at Barking, Essex, and was educated at Hton and Exeter College, 
Oxford, where he graduated in Honours, 1852; became successively Curate of 
Dawlish and Vicar of Buckfastleigh, Devon, and Rector of Cottered, Herts. In 1870 
he resigned this living, and though he afterwards took the Chaplaincy of Lam- 
beth Workhouse, and the Evening Preachership at Curzon-street Chapel—doing 
duty occasionally at other churches—he devoted himself almost wholly to 
literature. On the subject of sports and pastimes Mr. Manley was*a very reli- 
able authority, and from its commencement contributed a column under this 
head to the Graphic. His ‘“ Notes on Fish and Fishing ” and “ Game and Game- 
shooting” are standard works. Foods, drinks, and smoking were equally well- 
handled by Mr. Manley, and the Executive of the South Kensington Exhibitions 
early secured his assistance in writing exhaustive handbooks on the “ Literature, 
Poetry, and Folklore of Fishing,” “ Foods and Condiments,” &c., salt being a 
particular study with him, Smoking, too, in its various forms, was a favourite 
theme, and his “Tobacco Whiffs” ran through several editions. On these and 
other subjects Mr, Manley has been a frequent contributor to the daily and 
weekly Press, magazines, &c., including the Norwich Argus, Bast Anglian Hand- 
book, &c. His sermons were sound and practical, yet eloquent withal, and he 
riveted his hearers’ attention, whether at crowded Poplar or fashionable Picca- 
dilly, while his classical knowledge made him a valued friend to 
rising students. Deceased took a deep interest in the South Ameri- 
can Mission, to which he was assistant-secretary for a considerable 
period, He was also on the Council of the National Fish Culture 
Association, and an original member of the Committee of the Fly-Fishers’ Club ; he 
was a deep student of natural history and geology, and a lover of sport—par- 
ticularly in relation to the rod and gun, football, cricket, and the games which 
go to make Englishmen what they are. It may therefore be concluded that Mr. 
Manley’s companionship was much sought after by a wide circle of friends. He 
was the first to suggest through the Press a Hospital Sunday, Primrose-day, and 
others matters which afterwards took practical shape. In 1856 the rey. gentleman 
married Hester Emmeline Martin, only daughter of a gentleman at Dagenham, 
and leaves her with two sons and four daughters to mourn the loss of a devoted 
husband and father, At the inquest on Thursday, before Mr. W. Carter, one of 
the Coroners for Surrey, after hearing the evidence of Dr, Wright and other 
witnesses, a verdict of “Death from apoplexy” was returned. Mr, Manley had 
just entered his 58th year, He was buried on Saturday at Norwood Cemetery, 
the service being very impressively performed by a valued friend, the Rey. R. J. 
Simpson, recently appointed Vicar of St. Pe:er’s, Eltham, Lee, and some time 
Rector of Burnham Westgate, Norfolk. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR CLUB AND RIVER REPORTERS. 


WE must request our Club and River Reporters kindly to make their 
reports as short as possible, and not to mention trivial matters and 
unimportant catches, as they crowd out matter of general interest to 
all our readers, whereas a local report is only locally interesting. The 
Piscatorial Society has adopted the excellent rule of only sending 
reports on occasions of importance, such as annual dinners, &c¢, 


PREZE VES Age 


THE BEST METHOD OF FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT WITH 
THE WET FLY. 


By HENRY CADMAN, 
(Member of the Council of the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association, &c.) 


AS an introduction to this essay, it appears to be convenient to state 
that I have been a fly-fisher for upwards of twenty years, and that 
Ihave fished principally in the northern counties of England, 
North Wales, and the Isle of Man. I have not yet had the pleasure 
of fishing in the South-country streams. It may therefore be 
assumed that I know little from practical experience of the art 
par excellence of my brethren in the South, of “fishing with the 
dry fly.” 

Abe the time I commenced to be a fly-fisher, Mr. Stewart’s “ Practical 
Angler” was published. I read it, and digested the instruction contained in 
it, and I came to the conclusion that Mr. Stewart's theories in support of fly- 
fishing up-stream were based on common sense, and I can new say that the 
conclusion I then formed has been strengthened by my subsequent experience. 
The reader is requested to assume, unless the contrary be expressed, that the 
contents of this essay are the results of the actual experience of the writer. I 
am afraid that I shall not be able to tell the veteran angler anything which he 
does not already kaow, perhaps more perfectly than myself ; but to the uninitiated 
I hope to be of some use in assisting him to learn the art of fly-fishing for 
trout with the wet fly. 

It appears to be convenient to treat the subject under seven heads, which 
are :— 

(1) The rod. 

(2) Line and reel. 

(3) The fly-cast (hair y. gut). 

(4) The flies. 

(5) How to fish. 

(6) Where to fish. 

(7) The strike,and landing the fish. 


(1) As to the Rod.—The best rods are the built-cane rods, and next those entirely 
of greenheart. 

The reason for the superiority of the built-cane rods over all other rods is 
because of their elasticity in all their parts, and this elasticity can be regulated 
at the will of the rod-maker. Because of this general elasticity, the throwing 
power of the built-cane rod is much superior to that of the greenheart or any 
other rod. Some years ago I had a 12ft. greenheart rod in two pieces spliced, 
made to order by an eminent London maker. I considered this rod nearly 
perfection until I, two years ago, had a cane rod made to order by a firm of 
eminent North-country makers. This cane rod is 12ft. long, is in two pieces, 
fastened by the bayonet lock-fast joint, cork handle, and weighs 120z. As 
evidence of the greater throwing power of the cane rod, I may state that until I 
became used to it I frequently threw too far, and so got caught on the opposite 
bank. This shows that there is an economy in labour in using the built-cane 
rod. 

It is of very great importance that the rod should be stiff, for it will then 
strike a fish better, and throw better on a windy day. Most of the built-cane 
rods are too supple for anything but very fair weather. For fly-fishing only 
the most convenient length is from 10ft. to 11ft. ; but if the angler wants a rod 
suitable also for worm and minnow-fishing, as I do, [recommenda rod of 12ft. 
My 12ft. cane rod throws minnow and worm beautifully, and although I have 
used it for two seasons in all sorts of weather, it is as straight as ever it was. 

(2) As to the Line and Reel.—Until about seven or eight years ago, a mixed 
line of silk and hair was considered the best sort of line. Oiled silk lines are 
now very generally used, and I have come to the conclusion that they are the 
best, and particularly so because they are also admirably adapted for minnow 
and worm-fishing. Some anglers prefer a tapered hair line to anything else ; 
and, as an instance, I may mention the Duke of Devonshire’s keeper at Bolton 
Abbey, who is an accomplished fisherman. The best kind of reel is one of a 
check sufficient to strike and hook the trout when the hand is off the reel line, 
and care should be taken that the reel is neither too heavy nor too light for the 
rod. Messrs. Hardy, of Alnwick, have an arrangement by which the reel 
is affixed to the rod by means of a groove attached to the handle of the 
rod, and the reel is kept in position by means of a spring. 

(3) As to the Fly-Cast or Collar.—This is really the most important part 
of the angler’s equipment ; he may learn to fish with any sort of a rod or line, 
but he must be provided with a good fly-cast in order that he may fish success- 
fully, and he must ultimately decide for himself whether gut or hair forms the 
fly-cast. Of course where trout run over a pound in weight on the average 
gut must be used, because gut is very much stronger than hair. The great 
desideratum is to use the material which is the less visible to trout. I shall, 
therefore, first discuss the question as to whether hair or gut is the less visible. 
A good test is to place good hair and good cut into a glass of water, and raise 
the glass to the light above the eye of the beholder, and the result is in favour 
of the hair ; and this is the situation from the trout’s point of view. Another 
good test is, when fishing ona bright day in clear water, to let your hair cast 
sink in the water at your feet, and gaze down upon it; then take off the hair 
cast, and substitute a gut cast, and repeat the experiment—the result is again in 
favour of the hair. Onthe other hand, when actually fishing, hair is more visible than 
gut to the fisherman as it alights on the water. I have come to the conclusion that 
hair is less visible than gut, and that, especially when the weather is bright or the 
water low, the angler catches more fish than with gut. Another advantage 
which hair has is that it is more easy to throw, and hardly ever becomes entangled. 
It also floats better, and when the fish are taking flies floating on the water, it is 
important that the angler’s flies should be kept as near the surface as possible. 
Now, asto the disadvantages of hair : It is liable after considerable use to slip at 
the knots, and it will at one time stand a given strain, and at another break with 
the same degree of strain ; but the main disadvantage is that it is not nearly so 
strong as gut, so that if even a half-pounder should get into weeds, or under a 
large stone out of reach, it is generally a breakage, when under the same circum- 
stances gut might be strong enough to draw the trout from his refuge. The 
only advantage which gut has over hair is that it is much stronger and easier to 
obtain than good hair. Whittaker, the Duke of Devonshire’s keeper at Bolton 
Abbey, sells excellent hair casts. In selecting either hair or gut, care should be 
taken that the material is as round and transparent as possible, and undrawn gut 
is better than drawn, provided it can be got sufficiently fine and round. The 
best mode of making a hair-cast is, for the top, two lengths of treble hair and one 
length of double hair ; the rest of the cast should be of single hair tapered, the 
length of which should be proportioned to the number of flies intended to be 
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used. The best knot for joining the hair is the double slip knot, and the dropper 
flies should be knotted and placed between the knots, and the knots drawn tight: 
This method is perfectly secure, and the flies may be easily changed 
by drawing aside the knots. To make a gut cast, commence with three lengths 
of treble gut, and then use single gut tapered to the required length. The 
knot before mentioned may be used, but it is a good plan to affix the droppers 
to the cast along with the gut for the cast by means of a single common knot, 
which is the most secure way of fastening the droppers, only the droppers cannot 
be detached without cutting the gut. Should the droppers be fastened in the latter 
way to a hair cast by a single knot the hair would run, and a double knot would 
look clumsy. Gut should be stained to take off the gloss ; hair is better unstained. 
Some fishermen use hair in fishing with the natural Stone Fly, on the ground that 
it is less visible than gut. Curiously enough, the late Mr. Stewart ignored hair, 
and stated that good gut was absolutely indispensable to the angler. 

(4) As to the Flies.—I am now getting into very debatable ground. Every 
angler has his fads and fancies about flies. Some men pin their faith on winged 
flies—(a bull, Have not all flies wings ?)—others on hackles (otherwise spiders) ; 
but the majority rely on both. Should the angler, or would-be angler, be curious 
on the subject of entomology, by all means let him study Ronald’s “ Fly-fisher’s 
Entomology,” Mr. Francis’s “Book on Angling,’ and Pritt’s ‘“ Yorkshire 


Flies”—enough, no doubt, to make many good fellows throw 
up the sponge in despair. They need not, however, despair; they 
may have good sport all the season with half a dozen different flies. Flies 


which will kill in Yorkshire will kill in any other county, or in Scotland, as 
I have myself proved. All North-country anglers are acquainted with the 
plain hackled fly. It is not properly a Palmer, because the hackle 
is only at the shoulder of the fly, and it is made much lighter in the 
body than the Palmer. Mr. Pritt’s work gives more prominence to hackled 
flies than any other work I am acquainted with, and as such I can fully recom- 
mend it to the North-country angler. My favourite hackles are (1) duns, (2) 
browns, (3) black. My favourite duns are Orange Curlew, Yellow Curlew, Moor 
Poult, Orange Starling, Orange and Yellow Light Snipe, the same Dark Snipe 
(outside the wing), Yellow and Orange Water-hen, or Coot. 

Browns.—Yellow and Orange Woodcock (outside the wing), with a little hare 
lug, Orange and Blue Partridge, and Yellow and Orange Landrail (outside the 
wing). For the black hackle nothing can beat Stewart’s Black Spider (starling 
shoulder feathers) and brown silk. My favourite winged flies are March Browns, 
Olive Dun, and duns of as many shades as the hackles I have named. As most 
flies are duns of some shade or other, the angler should be well provided with 
duns. During last season I tried a kind of dun which I had never tried before, 
made as follows : Wings, starling’s quill ; legs, cochin hen’s hackle ; body, brown 
silk (slender) ; and it was an excellent killer, especially in September. It is 
interesting to speculate as to what trout take or mistake hackled flies for ; they 
can hardly be mistaken for the natural flies, which sail floating down the river 
with wings erect. 

Some years ago, when looking into clear water on a warm day, I saw innumer- 
able small insects, very like my hackled flies, moving about rapidly under the 
surface. I concluded that they were flies in an imperfect state, and I came to 
the further conclusion that trout mistake the hackle for them, and this con- 
clusion is corroborated by the fact that hackled flies are frequently taken far 
under the surface. The hackled fly certainly kills more fish than the winged 
fly early in the season, before many flies appear on the water. During the 
middle and at the end of the season they take winged flies equally well, and 
sometimes better, especially in clear water. It is an advantage to have nearly 
all flies in three sizes, because the size of the fly should, to a certain extent, be 
governed by the condition of the water. Any of the angling works I have 
named will sufficiently indicate the size of the flies recommended here. The 
flies mentioned will kill during the whole season ; there are always flies on 
the water which some of them will sufficiently represent. The question of 
colour is an important one—very often more important in wet fly-fishing than 
an exact imitation of any particular insect. I will give one illustration. 

The trout are taking well, and there are Duns of various shades on the water. 
The angler has several flies on his cast, and one of them is a good imitation of 
one of the flies on the water. One of the flies on the cast is an Orange Wood- 
cock hackle, or some other favourite hackle, unlike any of the flies on the water. 
For some reason unknown to the angler this hackle has been the favourite 
throughout the day, and the trout take it until there is scarcely any of the hackle 
left. 

The number of flies which should be used at a time should be regulated by 
the state of the weather and the water. In a good fly-water three or four may 
be used ; but I prefer the former number. When the water is low, or the fish 
are shy, two flies should be used ; the distance between the flies should be about 
2ft. The tail fly should be the one which at the time is most in season ; the 
other flies should be quite different. The angler will thus ascertain the favourite, 
for if he has three different flies adapted to the season one of them is pretty 
certain to be attractive. The following is a sample of a cast for April, when 
the March Brown is supposed to be out. Tail fly March Brown, first dropper 
Orauge Snipe (dark), second dropper Olive Dun ; should the March Brown be 
unattractive, substitute an Orange or Yellow Dark Woodcock hackle, or Grey 
Partridge. As the season advances small Duns of various shades and colours 
and Black Midges will be preferred by the trout, and two flies only should be 
used, and the tail fly should be a hackle, to represent imperfect flies, and the 
dropper winged to represent the fly on the surface. When the Olive Dun is on 
the water the trout feed most voraciously on it, and it is advisable to have 
several shades of it. The same remark applies to the Yellow Dun, a fly about 
which the trout is often most fastidious. When there is a regular boil on and 
trout will not take your best imitation try something quite different ; but before 
doing so give them the imitation as dry as possible. 

(5) How to Fish. (6) Where to Fish. (7) The Strike and Landing of the Fish.— 
I have now reached the essence of the subject, ‘‘ The best method of fishing for 
trout with the wet fly.” The best method may be expressed in three words, 
“Fish up stream” ; but it is necessary to explain what “fishing up stream” 
means. Men may fish going “up stream” and still not fish up stream. Izaak 
Walton advised his disciples to turn their backs on the wind, and very good 
advice it was, too. Whether the angler fishes up or down, wading is very ad- 
vantageous, and especially so when fishing up. Having provided my would-be 
fisherman with the information necessary to enable him to take to the river, I 
now accompany him to it. Itis‘a nice day in the middle of April—beloved 
month of anglers, provided there be not a frosty wind from the east ; the 
weather is alternate cloud and sunshine, rather more of the former than the latter, 
—a typical angler’s day. There isa nice fly water—too much water to be able 
to wade across ; it is, therefore, necessary to decide which side to fish from, and 
here a knowledge of the stream comes in useful. We must take the side on 
which the banks or shores are low, for the angler should always, where possible, 
fish from the low side, because the lower the angler stands the less likely the 
fish are tosee him. Regard must also be taken to Izaak Walton’s advice ; also 
to the sun, for it is better to face the sun than turn your back to it, On 


‘be useless. 


approaching the water, note should be taken whether there is a rise on or not 
and the kind of fly on the water. The fly cast should be selected accordingly 
We approach a nice pool, at the top of which there is a beautiful run or stream, 
where the trout lie near the surface on the look-out for surface food. There are 
a few light March Browns on, also Dun Flies, so we have a March Brown for the 
tail, and Dark Snipe and Olive Dun for the droppers. After attaching our cast, 
we soak it in the water until it is saturated. We are now ready for action. 
We note rising fish—there is one in the tail of the pool, one at the bottom of 
the neck of the stream, one in the calmer water on the near side of the stream, 
and the fourth in similar water on the far side. The opposite bank is rather 
high, fringed with willows. What a beautiful picture to the angler! With 
good luck, all those trout may be his. They are all feeding, as they ought to be, 
one above another. ‘The tail of the pool is ruffled by the breeze. To get that 
fellow in the tail we must throw as dry a wet fly as possible, and keep it on the 


surface. The shorter the line the better. We must attack every trout in 
detail, beginning with our friend at the tail, for should we attack 
our larger friend at the neck and hook him, we _ should have to 


drag him to the bottom of the pool to land him, and thus frighten 
our trout at the tail. If we secure the latter we shall have a good chance with 
the others: we must let our tail fly alight about a foot above the trout at the 
tail. We get out our line about half again as long as the rod for a commence- 
ment, and take a couple of trial throws, and then whirl the line through the air 
a few times to take off the wet and make it throw more lightly, and then make 
our attack. By a jerk of the wrist the line is impelled forward ; the point of 
the rod is kept well elevated, with a slight backward movement, and the fly 
alights at the desired place. “Almost immediately there is a dimple ; we strike 
down as near horizontally as possible, and we have him. If we can land him on 
the shore without the net we do so, because a sight of the net makes the trout 
redouble his efforts to escape. He is a nice little fish of 60z. We then make 
a similar attack on the trout at the neck, and he is duly dragged down and 
landed, and proves to be close on three-quarters of a pound. ‘The other trout 
are attacked in the same way. 

When there is not any apparent rise of fish, they are probably feeding below 
the surface. The flies should then be allowed to sink, and should the water 
be rather still the line should be gently drawn through it. Imagine 
rather a deep pool, headed by a good run, where trout love to feed; you 
fish the run up, but without success. There may be a good fish or two 
roaming about feeding below the surface in the pool. The only possible 
way of catching such trout with the fly is to let your flies float 
gently down the current and sink gently down the pool. When 
they shall have got as far as they will go, draw them gently towards you, 
and if a trout should not have taken before, he will probably take immediately 
after the upward movement shall have commenced. Speaking generally, the 
angler should fish up when possible, throwing partly up and partly across, and 
not letting the line get below him. Should he, however, fish a rapid stream up 
without success he should fish it down, taking care not to allow the cast to he 
like a thread on the water, but to keep it rather below the surface. The flies 
should be allowed to float down naturally ; should a jerky movement be 
imparted to the flies only the smallest fish will be caught, for the big ones know 
there is something uncanny. A man who fishes what is called a lively fly 
generally catches small fish. The great advantages of’ fishing up are these: a 
shorter line can be used ; there is more certainty of hooking the fish ; in landing, 
the fish is pulled down towards the angler, consequently the rest of the pool, 
or run, is undisturbed ; the fly aights on the water, and floats down more 
naturally, consequently larger fish are caught fishing up than down. Fishing up 
is specially advantageous in clear or low water. When there is a heavy porter- 
coloured water, it is immaterial, so far as the vision of the trout is concerned, 
whether the angler fishes up or down ; but it is still better, if possible, to strike 
down. ‘The tail of the pool is certain to hold some fish ; also the thin sides and 
flats. Now is the time for the wet fly-fisher. The fish take the fly con- 
siderably under the surface, and your first intimation of a fish is a tug. 
Rather larger hooks should be used in a fresh. Whenfishing down it is prudent 
to keep the hand off the reel-line, and to let the reel strike the fish, 
otherwise there will sooner or later be a smash. When fishing with hair, strike 
more gently than with gut, and humour the trout’s first mad rush, for this is 
the time when hair is most likely to break. After the first rush has subsided, 
there is little further danger. When fishing early in the season, and there is 
hardly a fly on the water, and the trout are not showing themselves, a large-sized 
fly made of a waterhen feather, from under the wing, body yellow silk, ribbed 
with silver tinsel, will often kill trout when an imitation of any given fly would 
April, May, and September are the best months for the wet-fly 
fisherman, July the worst; but in a porter-coloured water large baskets are 
often taken in June, July, and August. On cool, cloudy days in the same 
months good baskets are often obtained by means of the wet fly ; and even on 
bright, warm days during the summer months some trout may be caught in the 
rough streams. During the warm months night-fishing is often successful. 
Commence after sunset, and fish until about 10 o’clock ; when it becomes dusk 
use large flies, say, one dark and the other light, and fish down frequently, 
letting the flies sink. Fishing thus, fish may be caught in still water, and long 
after 10 o’clock in warm weather when there is no fog ; but night-fishing is very 
uninteresting, and, moreover, our friends the trout ought to have some rest. 
Having brought my readers far into the night, I will not lead them further lest 
they should become benighted. 





DEATH OF DR. W. T. JESTON, OF HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 


HENLEY-ON-THAMEs has just suffered a loss in the death of Mr. W. T. Jeston, 
who was the oldest inhabitant in the town. Jt was as an angler that he was 
best known to us, though of late years, from his great age, he was unable to 
follow his favourite sport. To the world at large, however, he will be re- 
membered as one of the last, if not the last, survivor of that gallant army which 
followed Wellington through the Peninsular War of 1812-13-14. He joined 
the British forces as an army surgeon immediately after the battle of Salamanca. 
He subsequently went with his regiment, the 36th Foot, into France, and was 
present at the battles of Nivelle, Niver, Orthes, and Toulouse. Ill health then 
obliged him to return to England. He was afterwards gazetted to the 5th 
Dragoon Guards, but did not join them nor go out to Waterloo, and after that 
battle was placed upon half pay. He then returned to his native town of 
Henley-on-Thames, and practised until within the last few years as a doctor. 
He was several times elected Mayor of the town, and in that capacity took the 
chair at the public meeting which was called to form the Henley Fishery 
Association. At the meeting he made a speech (he was then over 90 years of 
age), in which he described the takes of fish which were usual in his younger 
days. He lived to within three years of his 100th birthday, and died deeply 
regretted and greatly respected. 


64 


MR. A. J. LITTLE 
(PRESIDENT OF THE RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY). 


Wren Mr. Fred. G. Clench, who had done so much in firmly est ib- 
lishing the Richmond Piscatorial Society, resigned his position as 
President, Mr. A. J. Little was unanimously elected, and this is his 
third year of office. 

Every one who knows Mr. Little knows that it would be difficult 
to find a gentleman of a more genial, open,and kind-hearted disposi- 
tion, or a more accomplished angler in the various Thames and 
Nottingham styles of angling. The great success of the recent 
Tournament was chiefly owing to the energy and tact displayed by 
Mr. Little, who acted as chairman of the Tournament committee. 
As regards his connection with the Richmond Society, we are certain 
that the feelings of the whole body of its members towards their 
President are those of the utmost loyalty, respect, and esteem; in 
fact, it ig not to> much to say that the club has that personal affection 
for its chief which often exists between the colonel of a regiment 
and his men. 

Mr. Little has been connected with the Thames for the last twenty 
years, at first as an oarsman, winning several prizes, and rowing for 
his club at Henley in the eights (grand) ; then he took up yachting, 
and was on several committees of the amateur yachting clubs on the 
Lower Thames. With his brother he was winner of many prizes 
taken by the Zephyr and Florence, well-known ten-tonners in their 
day, and other yachts sailed by amateurs. 

Of late years Mr. Little has taken more interest in angling matters 
than in rowing or sailing. He is an active member of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, and an honorary river-keeper. In 
the first and second FISHING GAZETTE Fly and Bait-Casting Tourna- 
ments he won all the best prizes given for 
casts made from the reel. Mr. Little takes 
much interest in parochial matters as a 
member of the Works Committee of the 
Twickenham Local Board. Of his and Mrs. 
Little’s hospitality we only need say that 
you will not easily find a pleasanter host or 
more charming hostess, and many an angler 
who reads these lines will join us in sin- 
cerely hoping that Mrs. Little may speedily 
recover from the illness from which she is 
now suffering. 








THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A 


SALMON.* 
By GEORGE ROOPER. 


Ir any of our readers have not read this 
delightful little autobiography, then we 
can strongly recommend them to do so; 
they will get a clearer idea of the life-his- 
tory of the salmon from its pages than from 
any other work. The author says: ‘“ The object 
of this little book is to give such information as 
close observation during a period of upwards of 
forty years of the habits of the salmon has enabled 
me to offer.” There are very few points indeed on 
which we venture to differ with our author, the 
chief one being the statement that a hungry old 
kelt will eat “fifty of his own progeny for break- 
fast.’ Mr. Rooper says he “cannot doubt the 
fact,” and from this we infer that it is not a per- 
sonal observation on his part. In spite of the un- 
doubted fact that salmon will take natural and 
artificial baits, we cannot get any reliable proof 
—and we have been trying to for the last seven or 
eight years—that salmon kill trout or salmon fry in fresh water. 
included the United Kingdom, Germany, America, and Canada. The only 
instance of anything being found in the shape of food inthestomach ofa salmon 
was that of a Rhine salmon, which, when opened in London, was found to con- 
tain a dozen good-sized roach. Salmon being worth, say, 2s. per pound, and 
roach about 2d., we ventured to point out that your Dutch fishmonger may 
possibly have put two and two together, and then one into the other, thus con- 
verting roach into salmon. 

With reference to the disputed point as to the time during which the smolts, 
as such, remain in the fresh water, Mr. Rooper is very strongly of opinion ‘ that 
at least the great majority go down to the sea, and return as grilse from the sea, 
the same year in which they are hatched. There are, no doubt, stragglers —late- 
hatched fish—that tarry, as parr, in the river until the next spring, and grilse 
that abide in the sea for a period longer or shorter ; but my opinion is that by 
far the greater proportion of both, having been hatched in February, go down 
to the sea in May, and return as grilse either the same autumn, or early in the 
following spring.” 

_Mr. Rooper hoped to have had an opportunity of confirming or disproving 
his theory on the Don this season ; but, unfortunately, the conditions were not 
favourable. Frank Buckland was of opinion that the samlet sometimes remains 
in the river one year, sometimes two years, and sometimes three years, before 
going to the sea, and “‘ having arrived at the sea, remain there a certain time— 
pie afew months, some a year ; then they begin to return to the river as 
erilse.” 

Mr. Willis Bund, in his “Salmon Problems” (p. 75), refers to this question 
of ‘ How long do the smolts stay inthe sea?” It is usually answered : A year, 
or even less—that is, that the smolts who go down one spring will return as 
grilse certainly the next year—possibly before. There is really no evidence to 
show that this is correct, and judging from the previous growth of the fish, it 





g * “The Autobiography of a Salmon.” By Greorce Rooper, New and Cheaper 
Edition. London: J, 8. Virtue and Co,, or post free for 1s., in stamps, from Samp- 
son Low and Co., 188, Fleet-street, London. 
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seems very likely it is not. At the lowest computation, it has taken a smolt a 
year—more likely two—to reach the size of six inches, and that under favour- 
able circumstances as to food and water and climate. Why should he, in the 
second year of his life, grow three or four times as much as in his first year, and 
increase from ounces to pounds ? 


We think Mr. Rooper would reply to this—at least we should—“ In the first 
place, there is the mysterious action of the sea-water, which would appear to 
provide an inexhaustible appetite and inexhaustible means of supplying it. It 
does not follow that because a fish grows at a certain rate during the first year 
or two years of its existence that it must of necessity grow at the same rate the 
next year. With fish and all other animals it is, in our opinion, purely a matter 
of food and health. In one water a pike will take five years to grow to five 
pounds weight ; in another water he will grow to six pounds weight or more in 
three years. It has been proved over and over again that the German carp 
which have been introduced into the Southern States of America grow at least 
at four times the rate they do in Europe. Then the food the samlet cau pick 
up ina river is very little compared with that which he finds in the sea ; there 
he gets fish fry in millions to prey upon and crustaceans to build up his bone 
and muscle. We all know how rapidly a salmon loses flesh in fresh water— 
many pounds inafew months. It is certain that before he again returns to 
the river this loss is fully made up, and it is :probable that as much more 1s 
added.” 


The German habit of careful, painstaking investigation is well known. In 
that fine work, “ A Handbook of Fish-Culture and Fishery,” by Professor Dr. B. 
Benecke and F. Dallmer, edited by Max von dem Borne, we find the following 
respecting the early life of the salmon :—“ After remaining in the egg from 
90-140 days the young fish hatch out with a large umbilical sac, which is absorbed 
in from four to five weeks. The young animals exhibit in the. first, and some- 
times in part of the second, year of their existence, like most of the salmon and 
trout species, dark bands on the sides, and in this state are called samlets. In 
their first year they grow to a length of from ten to fifteen centimetres (4 to 6 
inches), and among the males are found individuals possessing a considerable 
quantity of ripe milt. Both sexes gradually drop down the streams to the sea 
and gradually lose the dark bands, and their sides 
assume a pure silvery-white appearance, On their 
first return from the sea, after remaining in it 
from one to two years, they ascend the rivers as 
grilse, or, as the Germans call them, ‘St. J ames’s 
salmon,’ of from 3lb. to 6lb. weight, for the pur- 
pose of spawning. 


“The salmon is one of our most valuable fish, 
feeds almost exclusively in the sea, and even eats 
nothing if it remains from eleven to fifteen months 
in a river (as is the case when a fish lets a spawn- 
ing period pass without spawning), and thus in no 
way lessens the food supply of other fishes. Its 
increase is therefore most desirable, and can be 
powerfully assisted by the annual planting out of 
millions of artificially-cultivated fry.” 


Many other points of great interest are raised 
by Mr. Rooper which we have not space to refer 
to, and in addition to the natural history of the 
salmon, many hints will be found as to the best 
methods of capturing him. We notice Mr, R. 
puts his reel on with the handle on the left-hand 
side of the rod, ‘“‘ which, when I have struck my 
fish, results in a great saving both of rod and line, 
preserving the straightness of the one and keeping 
the other from weariog against the rings. ey 
As for striking, I do not think I ever strike, ‘from 
the reel’ or otherwise. So soon as I feel a fish— 
never before—I take care that the fish feels me, and 
I use force enough to drive the hook well over the 
barb.” 


We think all who have used them will 
agree with Mr. Rooper that “to praise Messrs. 
Hardy’s ‘split-cane’ rods were superfluous: they 
are simply faultless.” 

Every angler ought to make the acquaintance of 
this little work. Although costing but a shilling, 
it is as full of information as an egg is of meat. 
The youngest angler can understand it, and the oldest will find it worth | 
studying. 
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AUGUST BANK-HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS, 1886. 


Tue Great Eastern Railway Company have arranged for a special booking office to 
be opened at the Liverpool-street Station from the 26th to 31st July for the issue of 
ordinary tickets and of fortnightly and Friday or Saturday to Tuesday cheap 
tickets to the seaside for use on forward dates, Tickets may also be obtained at the 
Company’s West-end booking office, 61, Regent-street, and at the London booking 
offices, as under :—Blossom’s Inn, Lawrence-lane, Cheapside ; 48, Lime-street, City ; 
Spread Eagle, 3, Whittington-avenue, Leadenhall Market ; Swan With Two Necks, 
Gresham-street ; Messrs. Cook and Son, Ludgate-circus, Fleet-street ; Messrs. Cook 
and Son, First-avenue Hotel, Holborn ; Messrs. Cook and Son, Hotel Metropole, 
Charing-cross ; Messrs. Gaze and Sons, 142, Strand; 16, Holborn ; 9, Grand Hotel 
Buildings, Charing-cross; Golden Cross, Charing-cross; 70, St. Martin’s-lane; 28, 
Regent-circus, Piccadilly ; 34, Albert-gate, Knightsbridge ; 33, High-street, Kensing-. 
ton; Mr. Whiteley, Westbourne-grove ; 241, Oxford-street ; Army and Navy Hotel, 
Victoria-street, Westminster. Additional trains will be run on Friday and Saturday 
to Colchester, Ipswich, Norwich, Clacton, Walton, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Cambridge, 
Lynn, &e. Also on Saturday fast seaside trains will leave Liverpool-street at 2.0 p.m. 
for Clacton and Walton, and at 2.0, 4.0, 6.15, and 8.3 p.m. for Yarmouth and 
Lowestoft. On Bank Holiday excursion trains will leave Liverpool-street for 
Clacton, Walton, and Harwich, Excursion tickets will be issued by all trains to 
Epping Forest, Broxbourne, and Rye House. A special service of trains will run 
from Liverpool-street every ten minutes to Chingford, and every half-hour to 
Loughton ; also from Fenchurch-street every half-hour to Chingford and Loughton. 
For the accommodation of business people wishing to return to London early on 
Tuesday morning a special fast train will run from Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Ipswich, 
Clacton, &c., due at Liverpool-street at 9.1 a.m. 
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> Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition, Terms acccrding to requirements. Highest references given 
and required. Address, MRS. MARCUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks, Reference kindly 
permitted to Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, 
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MR. FREDERIC M. HALFORD 
(AUTHOR OF “FLOATING FLIE3 AND How TO DRESS THEM”). 


Ir we were asked to name the leading exponent of the modern 
system of dry fly-fishing, we should at once say Mr. lrederic M. 
Halford. Anyone who takes up his work, “ Floating Flies and How 
to Dress Them,” can see at a glance that it is the work of one who is 
thoroughly acquainted with his subject, and who is, moreover, an 
enthusiast for it. Among dry fly-fishermen Mr. Halford is the driest 
—ertra sec, in fact. It is no use to ask him anything about wet fly- 
fishing, for he will tell you he “never did any, and therefore knows 
nothing abont it.” This is not said with the least deprecatory feel- 
ing : he neither feels nor affects any disregard of other styles of fly- 
fishing ; it means simply that Mr. Halford is perfectly satisfied w th 
dry fly-fishing. 

Born April 13, 1844, Mr. Halford was educated at London 
University College School, he isa member of the Jewish faith, and 
was honorary secretary of the Building Committee of the New West- 
end Synagogue, and for five years one of the treasurers of the United 
Synagogue. The Thames first gave Mr, Halford a taste for angling ; 
but it was not till he was twenty-three years of age that he took up 
fly-fishing, beginning on a private length of the Wandle in 1867, 
using nothing but “dry fly.” Tenyears later he joined the Houghton 
I'ly-Fishing Club, and is still a member of it, while from 1830 to 
1884 he was a member of the High 
Wycombe Association. In 1879 he 
was fortunate enough to make the 
acquaintance of Mr, G. 8S. Marryat, 
who is unquestionably, as Mr. Francis 
said in the Field some years ago, the 
best dry fly-fisher and amateur fly- 
dresser living. Few books have been 
received more heartily by anglers and 
the press than “Floating Fles and 
How to Dress Them,” and in his pre- 
face to that work Mr. Halford fully 
acknowledges his great indebtedness to 
his friend, Mr. Marryat. Of course, 
most fly-fishers know the writings on 
dry fly-fishing of “ Detached Badger” 
in the Field. They are sound, prac- 
tical articles, expressed in the clearest 
English, and give the experience of a 
keen and accomplished angler, gleaned 
from many years’ fishing on the cream 
of Hampshire trout streams. You 
might say, What on earth can Mr. 
Halford find fresh to write about dry 
fly-fishing week after week ? In reply 
wesay, “ Read for yourself.” You will 
soon find that Mr. H. has always some- 
thing new to tell us about, and that he 
neither repeats himself nor overdocs 
it ; in fact, you will probably acknow - 
ledge that there are depths in dry fly- 
fishing not dreamt of in your philo- 
sophy. As a practical fly-fisherman, 
weimagine few men equal Mr. Halford 
—at any rate, in the department of dry 
fly-fishing. Some of the most pleasant 
days we have ever spent by the river- 
side have been with him onhis favourite 
water, the Test, at Houghton. Nothing 
delights him more than to entertain 
one or two angling friends at Houghton. 
His one anxiety is to make you com- 
fortable, and the angler who, as Mr. 
Halford’s guest, does not find himself 
comfortable must be indeed a 
Sybarite. 

We never met an angler so enthu- 
siastic as Mr. Halford so little anxious 
to make a bag. The most careful pre- 
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parations are made for a day’s fishing : his favourite Eaton and Deller split-cane | 


is overhauled, his line carefully “fatted” with red deer fat, often enough an | 


hour or two have been spent in making some of those floating flies he knows so 
well how to dress, and Mr. Halford sallies forth, and you would imagine he in- 
tended to fish. You meet him at lunch-time, and ask, ‘ Well, Halford, what 
sport?” “Oh, I’ve done nothing ; in fact, to tell you the truth, Pve not wet 
aline. Met the Admiral at Boot Island, and had a chat with him ; then John 
Day turned up, and Thad a long jaw with him.” In fact, we firmly believe that 
friend H. enjoysa “long jaw” about fishing quite as much as fishing itself. He 
asks you what you have caught, and selecting a “subject,” immediately proceeds 
to “autopsy” it. The fish is carefully opened, and the contents of his stomach 
exhibited ina glass of water from the river; then with his penknife he fishes 
out the mortal remains of duns, spinners, larve, shrimps, beetles, and whatever 
else the “subject” may have breakfasted on, and appears to find far more 
satisfaction in fishing out a “good specimen” from the glass than in 
catching the trout or grayling which contained it. Perhaps what Mr. 
Halford enjoys most is to find a “good fish”—and nothing under two pounds 
would meet his views in that respect—feeding in the most awkward place 
imaginable, with a wind dead against him, and then to kill that fish. He hasa 
theory that against a head wind you can not only get your fly out better, but 
“cock” it better—i.e., make it float upright, with an underhand cast, and when 
you can do the underhand cast as he can you may well believe it. He was kind 
enough, at our suggestion, to try some of Mr. Pennell’s turned-down eyed-hooks 
—he never uses anything but eyed-hooks—and tells us that he does not find 
there is any practical difference whether the eye is turned up or turned down. 
In concluding this brief notice of Mr. Halford, we can only say that we look 
upon him as one of the best and most genial representatives of that delightful 
branch of sport, fly-fishing for trout and grayling. A most careful observer of 
insect life, as far as it affects fly-fishing, he can tell you more angling ento- 
molozy as the result of his own notes and experiments than you will find any- 





where in print, and whether it be story of fish or fly, there is not the slightest 
tinge of that exaggeration which is popularly supposed to be inseparable from 
an angler’s tale. If Mr. H. says he caught a four or five-pound trout, we should 
be perfectly certain that the fish weighed every ounce of it, and was taken by 
the fairest fly-fishing—and that is more than we could say of every “ big fish” 
we hear of. Mr. Halford will think this a very poor compliment ; but we can 
assure him that, ‘‘as anglers go,” it means more than might be imagined. 





A FEW CURSORY REMARKS ON LEGERING FOR CARP 


IN STILL WATERS. 


TH carp is a grand-looking fish. What a splendid bronze there is 
along its sides, and how beautifally it contrasts with the darker hue 
of its fine broad back, and the more delicate colour of the fins ! 
When freshly caught its huge round scales are suffused with such a 
lovely sheen that it looks like a bar of burnished zold as it lies 
“cawing” and gasping on the bank. Possessing a rather large but 
decidedly handsome head, a small roundish mouth—tremendously 
tough—you would never think it possessed such a fine set of teeth ; 
but such is the case, and when taken from a good fish and properly 
prepared they are well worth preserving. Prettily bearded on 
either side of the mouth, with a well-developed, fine dorsal fin, and 
with a tail not too much forked, but very powerful, this thick-set, 
sturdy fish, taking it altogether, is a very handsome-looking fellow, 
and when it has reached a weight 
representing some 15 or 20Ib., 
might, I think, very appropriately 
be called the Hercules of the finny 
tribe. 

Some anglers are very fond of call- 
ing a carp the “water fox”; but to 
judge from the number that have been 
taken in Wimbledon Lake this season 
by all sorts of anglers, I begin to think 
the appellation a misnomer, for carp 
weighing over 500lb. have been cap- 
tured, and I should think that fish re- 
presenting quite another 500lb. are 
swimming about with hooks, &c., in 
their mouths and stomachs. It appears 
to me this does not look much like “in- 
tercommunication.” 

The very cool manner in which scores 
of anglers have been smashed up at the 
Lake would induce one to think that 
much larger fish have escaped than have 
been captured, for the two largest speci- 
mens caught this year, according to 
Harper’s list, weighed 11} and 10Ib. re- 
spectively ; then came several weighing 
Slb. ; but Harper assures me he has seen 
many larger fish than these. 

Losing Fisu.—When it is well knowa 
that some of the very best carp fisher- 
men, with all their skill, sometimes lose 
a fish, the following anglers may expect 
to do ditto : Anglers who will persist in | 
fishing without a reel. There is very 
little chance for these men. I cannot 
help thinking they like to be smashed 
up. Ihave heard anglers say, “ There 
is no difficulty in killing a 5lb. or 61b. 
carp, you know, without.a reel ; all you 
have to do is to manipulate the rod pro- 
perly.” Manipulate! Ah me, that word 
“manipulate ”—what a lot it is respon- 
sible for. You might just as well try 
to manipulate a carriage umbrella ina 
hurricane. I should like to see you 
attempt it—good fun, I should think. 
Onother occasions—just after spawning, 
for instance—when even large carp are 
as lifeless as a log, you might succeed in dragging them to bank ; but I do not 
call that carp-fishing. To proceed. Anglers who will use hair : Fancy, fishing 
for an 8 or a 10]b. carp with a single-hair line. Why, you might just as well no 
matter, I hope I have said enough. Anglers who will often have their bait at an 
angle of about 65deg. from the rod top, instead of having the line as straight 
as aramrod from the rod top to the bait. The same remark applies when 
fishing for barbel from a punt. And when stret—strait—pegging for dace in a 
stream, the float is point blank in a line with the rod top. This is one reason 
why this method isso deadly. In the two former cases, having the line straight 
from the rod top to the bait is of more importance than many suppose. A fish 
can be struck—(1) in a moment ; (2) fewer bites are lost ; @) and as carp have 
a knack of “ heading” from the shore with the bait, the bait being in the position 
mentioned is all in favour of the angler. Lastly, anglers who will use a rod 
seven or eight yards long cannot possibly expect to succeed. Sucha rod is quite 
out of place. ‘These anglers are few and far between I admit, but I have seen 
them—one in particular. Note the marvellous bend of his long, winding, 
sinuous weapon as Mr. Carp quietly allows himself to be brought nearer and 
nearer the shore. he simple-minded and trusting individual—who in all 
probability has never had hold of a carp before—thinks Mr. Carp is as safe as 
the proverbial houses. Is he! 

“That's anice fish,” says one. “You can see that by the bend of the rod,” 
says another. ‘I should think it is, for look how he pulls,” saysa third. “ Let 
him go,” says a fourth. What a trying moment it is for the poor fellow. How 
I pity him. “Now then, old man, give the beggar line,” bawls a fifth. ‘The 
“old man,” a thin, slim, pale, cadaverous youth about 17 years of age, looking 
for all the world as though he had found a marble and broken a window—he 
certainly does not seem at all overjoyed at the prospect before him. What a 
study for a painter. Nearer and nearer the carp allows itself to be—may I say ? 
—wound along, until when nearing the shore the marvellous bend of the angler’s 
fearfully elongated rod becomes more pronounced, the angler still more nervous, 
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and although you can see the carp is after all only a “ baby,” the baby decidedly 
objects to the proceeding, as most babies do object to anything that interferes 
with their liberty and comfort. The bend quickly assumes the shape of a bow 
as the top of the rod is pulled nearer to the surface of the water, but in spite of 
this broad hint a pressure is put upon the captive sufficient to bring him so near 
the surface everyone can see him quite plainly ; but it is only for a moment, for 
the baby seems to be quite aware that this is his only chance—it being a decided 
case of “ pull devil, pull baker ”—and just as the net is being lowered, and theangler 
thinks he is sure of his prize, the little 3-pounder gives one contemptuous yet 
splendid flick of his tail, and with a grand rush, that makes the water boil again, 
breaks away. : 

“Gone!” ejaculate three or four of the onlookers in the same breath, and the 
most abject misery is depicted on the face of the wretched youth as he stands 
gazing on the piece of broken line dangling from his rod, whilst the intense 
interest shown in the proceedings by a knot of sympathetic spectators can be 
more easily imagined than described. After this, who will have the temerity to 
say angling is “slow” and uninteresting ? 

Tur Rop.—Some like one rod and some another. I have seen them from 
5 to 24ft. long ; but, in my humble opinion, it should be from 10 to 12ft. long 
—not an inch more—and it should be neither too stiff nor too whippy, strong 
enough to stand almost any strain, perfect in balance, light and flexible, well 
made, but not top-heavy—a top-heavy rod is an abomination. Use a very fine 
8-plait line, with a 3ft. gut bottom perfectly round, but very strong, with three 
or four No. 1 shot, two No. 6 or 7 hooks, and no lead or bullet, these single hooks 
being about Gin. apart, and the shot about 18in. from the bottom hook. The line 
should be eighty yards long at least, fine as you like, but as strong as a house, 
and, as stated, plaited. 

(To be continued. ) 





NOTICES OF PRIZES GIVEN FOR THE TOURNAMENT. 


(CONCLUSION. ) 


Mr. Harry Davis, Hon. See. of the Tournament Committee, will be very much 
obliged if those gentlemen who have not yet sent in their donations will kindly 
do so, addressed to him at the Richmond Piscatorial Society, Station Hotel, 
Richmond. 

Mr. E. 8. Shrubsole, of 49, Tunbridge-road, Maidstone, sent a “ Marston” pattern 
trout fly-rod. Since we, at the suggestion of some gentlemen who liked a favourite 
rod of ours, lent it to be copied by Messrs. T. Allcock and Co. a year or two ago, a 
great many of them have been sold, and many anglers have expressed great satis- 
faction with it. One gentleman has had about half a dozen for friends, It will be 
readily understood that it is quite impossible to turn out a lot of rods exactly 
to one pattern ; but all we have seen, if not equal to the original, have been handy, 
useful rods. Mr. Shrubsole sells them at 17s. 6d. and £1 1s. Mr. Tom Harris, of 
Gloucester, whose hooks and rods we have previously spoken well of, sent a capital 
2-joint fly-rod as a prize. Mrs, Bulmer, of 62, Wandsworth-road, 8.W., sent a treble 
cast box and some of her most excellent three-yard tapered drawn gut “ gossamer” 
fly casts. Mrs. B. takes the greatest care in making up these casts. We constantly 
use them both in fly-fishing and bottom-fishing, and can recommend them 
with the greatest confidence. We would advise anglers who use drawn gut 
never to straighten it with the bit of indiarubber so often recommended. A far 
simpler and safer plan is to clasp it tightly in one hand and then draw it through 
with the other, putting on as much strain as you think the gut ought to bear ; this 
will take all the curls out of a dry gut line, and you know that the knots are all 
right. Mr. W. Richardson, who sells capital rods and tackle at the sign of “ Ye 
Plucky Perch,” Finsbury-pavement, sent a good sound trolling rod, very moderate in 
price. Anglers will find Mr. Richardson’s stock well worth inspection, and may 
rely on being served in an obliging, courteous manner; he does not believe that 
anglers are favourably impressed by the “take it or leave it alone” style of doing 
business adopted by some houses who complain of the bad state of trade! 
Mr. H. Wigley, of Cheltenham, gave some of his Gloucestershire spinning 
baits. Messrs, F. T. Williams and Co., Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn, 
sent a useful fly book. Young Mr. Williams, of this firm, is not only 
continually making improvements in angling gear himself, but is always 
ready to consider suggestions submitted to him by anglers, and carry 
them out if there is any good in them. This is a hint worth remembering. 
This firm’s guinea fly-rod is one of the best in the market. Mr. Bullock, of 
London-road, Derby, again sent some of his Derby Killers. We have often 
before spoken so highly of this bait that we need only draw attention 
to it. Myr, Bullock is one of the most accomplished minnow-fishers we ever met, and 
kills trout in low, clear water on the Derbyshire streams when no one else can get a 
fish ; he never usesany bait but hisown make. Mr, B, R. Bambridge, of Windsor, 
sent a most useful general selection of tackle ; he is an accomplished Thames angler, 
knows exactly what is required for Thames fishing, and any anglers who give him a 
trial will be thoroughly well satisfied. His single-gut salmon and pike casts, 
fastened with the buffer knot, are most excellent. Mr. Booth, of Hull, sent one of 
his light roach rods, We have had one of these rods in constant use for the last five 
years, and it is as good now asever. How many bream up to 6lb., heavy tench, eels, 
perch, roach, &c., it has killed we should not like to say. It was only the other day 
we had a splendid bit of sport with it: we hooked a fish which fought like a 10lb. 
barbel, and proved eventually to be a fine bream about 6lb. weight, which was hooked 
in the root of the tail. Messrs. 8. Allcock and Co. sent two basket straps, and 
Messrs. Woodfield a landing net. Messrs, Gardner a creel, which we must refer to 
on another occasion. Mr, Francis Francis, who has always taken a most kindly in- 
terest in these tournaments, gave one of his invaluable works, “ A Book on Angling,” 
the best general work on angling ever written. Mr. Rudgard gave a Nottingham 
reel, Mr. R. W. Hobden a Malloch reel, Mr. C. H. Cook 100 yards of line, and some of 
his ‘“Bickerdyke” rod rings for the end of the top joint ; this very capital invention is 
being broughtout for him by Messrs. Warner and Sons, of Redditch, and will shortly 
be advertised. Anglers will find it a thoroughly useful improvement for spinning 
and general rods. Messrs, Carter and Peek gave a fly-rod, reel, and line; this firm 
does an immense business in rods and tackle all over the world. We have heard 
salmon anglers speak in the highest terms of their salmon rods, They make a trout 
reel, designed by Mr, Alfred Jardine, which is one of the most perfect reels we ever 
saw ; it is light, the line winds on metal bars, and, being narrow, it has the advan- 
tages of a multiplier without its complications. This reel deserves to better known 
than it is. Mr, Dodge, a member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, kindly gave 120 yards of 
salmon line, 80 yards of spinning line, and 40 of double-taper fly line. Among the 
multiplicity of prizes sent, we fear we may have omitted to notice one or two ; if so, 
we shall be glad to be reminded of it and have particulars. 
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MOST USEFUL MAPS FOR ANGLERS. 


For many years past we have used Cruchley’s Reduced Ordnance Maps of 
England, and have found them invaluable guides. An “Index Map” will be 
found in our advertisement columns, divided into the sections in which the 
maps are issued and numbered, so that you can see at a glance which sections 
you will require in going to any particular part of the country. They are pub- 
lished by Messrs, Gall and Inglis, of Edinburgh and Londen. 


FISH CULTURE. 


AAV OH UNG COD FT Si) BiGiIGis: 
By Jowun A. Ryper. 


Tur practical success in hatching the eggs of the codfish, at the Wood's 
Holl Station of the U.S, Fish Commission, in a very simple apparatus devised 
by Capt. H. C. Chester, is my excuse for again asking for a little space in 
your columns. By the help of this new and exceedingly simple contrivance, 
the hatching of the very delicate floating egg of the cod becomes as simple, if 
not a simpler, performance than the hatching of shad or white-fish eggs, now 





so extensively conducted by the U.S. Fish Commission. By means of the new 
method it is possible to hatch out one hundred millions of young cod at a cost 
for apparatus not exceeding one dollar per million embryos. 

During the four seasons of experimental effort in practically solving the 
problem of cod propagation, not less than forty forms of apparatus had been 
devised and operated by different persons connected with the work. Yet, in 
spite of all this variety of devices, until now none have fulfilled the required 
condition even approximately with such complete success as the apparatus 
devised by Capt. Chester, and now to be described. 

The contrivance is essentially automatic, and needs so little attention that one 
man ‘will readily look after 100,000,000 eggs without any difficulty. As in 
operation at this moment, it consists of a trough 7ft. 6in. in length, 2ft. in 
width, and 2ft. 4in. in depth. At about one foot from either end a wooden 
partition extending within 4in. of the bottom is secured. This leaves a space 
about 5ft. 6in. in length between the partitions, in which six or eight large 

lass jars are supported with their mouths downwards. The jars used at Wood’s 
Holl are ordinary cylindrical four-gallon glass specimen jars, with a din. hole 
drilled in the-centre of the bottom. The stoppers of the jars are removed and 
a single thickness of coarse cheese cloth is secured over the mouth with strong 
twine. The jar is then inverted and lowered into the trough, so that the bottom 
is about even with the top of the trough, and is supported on a rackwork of 
transverse strips nailed to a ledge near the bottom of the trough. Strips nailed 
across the top of the trough serve to keep the jars upright. 

A still better idea of the apparatus may be gathered from the accompanying 
figure, showing the device in longitudinal vertical section with the jars in place. 
The trough A is filled with unfiltered sea-water through the faucet 7, the water 
rising to the level of the line a before the outlet siphon s begins to operate. 
The siphon will then empty the trough to the line b when it ceases to flow; the 
water then slowly rises again to the line a, and so on repeatedly. It requires 
ten minutes for the water to rise or fall from the one level to the other, and, 
since the jars have only a cloth tied over them below, the water rises and falls 
to the same extent in them. This very slow and gentle rise and fall of water 
in the jars and trough has been found sufficient to aérate the eggs and give 
them all the movement they need. . 

The majority of the eggs in this contrivance float at the surface ; some, of 
course, remain suspended below the surface ; but an exceedingly small per- 
centage of the eggs ever sink and die as in almost all of the other forms of 
apparatus hitherto used. The result is that the mortality is probably under 
five per cent.—a percentage of loss not greater than that experienced in the 
most successful treatment of shad eggs. 

The freshly-fertilised eggs, treated with an abundance of good milt, are in- 
troduced through the hole in the centre of the bottom of the jars by means of 
a glass funnel. Beyond an occasional siphoning off of the sediment on the 
bottom of the trough and the cloth covers of the jars the eggs require no 
attention until hatched. 

Heretofore great mortality has been caused by the use of metal in the con- 
struction of the hatching vessels and strainers. Since the adoption of glass, 
wood, and cloth as the only materials used in the construction of the hatching 
apparatus, combined with the very gentle movement to which the eggs are 
subjected, complete success has been attained. The embryos oscillate up and 
down through a space of only five inches, from the level of a to that of 6, and 
withal so gently that they suffer no shocks or concussions of any kind what- 
ever. Capt. Chester’s device will doubtless be used with great advantage in the 
propegslaey of the Spanish mackerel. In twenty-four hours the latter would 

e ready to be set free from the apparatus, whereas it requires eleven or twelve 
days to hatch the eggs of the cod, with the temperature of the water ranging 
from 45 degrees Fahr. to 48 degrees Fahr. 

Each of the jars, which are 17in. high by Qin. in diameter, will hold from 
one-half te one million cod eggs, so that an apparatus of the size shown above 
would accommodate from three to eight millions of ova, contained in six to 
eight jars, the largest number which could be accommodated in a trough of 
the size of the one here described. 

These experiments show that a violent movement of the eggs of the cod is 
of no advantage—that such movement is, on the contrary, injurious, if not 
mortal, when continuously maintained. The requisite conditions for successful 
hatching of this important food-fish having been settled, the great station at 
Wood’s Holl affords unlimited opportunities for conducting the work for at 
least three months of the year, during which time from 500 to 1,000 millions 
of eggs might readily be hatched and set free with the help: of the new hatching 
apparatus. 

Wood’s Holl, Mass. 

—Forest and Stream. 





THE GERMAN FISHERY ASSOCIATION, 


It _is with pleasure we note the fact that at a recent session of the Reichstag, 
the Deutsche Fischerei Verein was given an appropriation to enable them to 
carry on their work. Heretofore this Association, of which the renowned 
Herr von Behr, Schmoldon, is president, has done all its work from funds con- 
tributed by its members, and has had no Government recognition whatever. 
They have stocked lakes and streams, exchanged eggs with America and other 
lands, and printed their own reports of work and discussions. Under their 
auspices the great International Fisheries Exhibition of 1880 was held; and they 
have done a great deal of good work, finding their reward in doing it. The 
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appropriation is not a large one to begin with; but it is the fact that the 
German Government has begun to take an interest in it, that is cause for con- 
gratulation. No doubt the Government will be more liberal in future years as 
the work increases.—Forest and Stream. 





ARTIFICIAL PROPAGATION OF OYSTERS. 

Mr. W. K. Brooks calls attention in detail to a very important fact in the 
artificial propagation of oysters to which his notice was first called by Mr. W. 
Armstrong, of Hampton, Virginia. It would appear that “ seed ” oysters which 
Mr. Armstrong had placed on “ floating-cars” in the mouth of Hampton Creek 
not only grew more rapidly, but were of a better shape, and therefore more 
marketable, than those from seed deposited at the same time in the usual way 
on the bottom. Immediately after the embryo oyster acquires its locomotor 
cilia there is a period of several hours, when it swims at the surface, and this is 
the period whenit is swept into contact with collectors, As soon as the shell 
appears the larva is dragged down by its weight, and settles at the bottom. 
The greatest danger to which it is now exposed is that it may not at this stage 
of its existence find a hard, clean surface for attachment. Being of micro- 
scopical dimensions, it may be smothered by a deposit of sediment or mud so 
light as to be invisible, and most of the failures to get a good ‘‘set of spat” are 
due to the formation of a coat of sediment upon the collectors before the young 
oysters come into contact with them. This danger seems to be entirely avoided 
by the use of floating collectors, for little sediment can fall on a body which is 
close to the surface of the water, and most of what may fall will be swept off by 
the currents which bring the swimming embryo oysters into the collectors. 
The collector employed by Mr. W. K. Brooks was formed by connecting two 
old ship-masts together by string pieces, with a bottom of coarse galvanised iron 
netting which had buoyancy enough to support a large quantity of submerged 
shells. Such floats should be open at the ends to permit free circulation, and 
should be so moored as to sway with the current. Mr. Brooks moored a 
collector, on July 4, in front of the Zoological Laboratory at Beaufort, N.C. 
Although all the oysters in the vicinity, from being in very shallow water, were 
nearly through their spawning season, and the conditions were anything but 
favourable, yet there was immediately secured a good “set,” and the young 
oysters grew with remarkable rapidity, no doubt on account of the abundant 
supplies of food and fresh water, which gained ready access to all of them, and 
the uniform temperature which was secured by the constant change of water. 
The importance of this suggestion is obvious: this method may be used by 
planters to collect their own supply of seed—an object of great importance— 
when the feeding regions are far removed from native beds. Perhaps time will 
prove that it may be also used for rearing the oyster to a stage making it fit for 
the market ; when, if so, the better shape and firmer shell would give the supply 
thus raised a superior value. Even in places where there are no oysters near to 
furnish the supply of eggs, a few spawning-oysters could be placed among the 
shells in the collector, after the French method, to supply the “set.” Though, 
as Mr. W. K. Brooks says, “ Engagement in business projects is no part of the 
[direct] office of a University,” still, we venture to hold that all advance in 
scientific knowledge has a bearing on the “ business” life of a country, and we 
believe that these hints, based on the practical experience acquired at the 
Chesapeake Zoological Laboratory, will not be without value as showing what 
the man of science may do for the man of business.—John Hopkins Univer- 
sity Circulars, Vol. V., No. 43, p. 10, Baltimore. 





THE COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE 
ASSOCIATION. 

THE Delaford Fishery was visited on Wednesday last by some of the Council 
of the National Fish Culture Association and a few friends. A pleasant three- 
mile drive from West Drayton Station brought the party to Delaford about 
three o’clock. After hearing a few remarks of Mr. Oldham Chambers on some 
specimen fish exhibited in small aquaria, the Council inspected the ponds, a chain 
of which have been dug parallel with the river. In five or six of these were a 
quantity of 18 months’ old fish—landlocked salmon, rainbow trout, American 
brook trout, Lake Namycush trout, and /Ferow—numbering in all about 1,300 
or 1,400, which seemed very nearly as many as the ponds could contain. In 
some lower and more shallow ponds were a sprinkling of fry of the same varieties 
of fish. The rainbow trout excited considerable admiration, being perhaps the 
most beautiful known variety of trout. They have the advantage of being 
hardy and easy to rear, but it is as yet doubtful whether they can be advantage- 
ously placed in any but inclosed waters. Mr. Oldham Chambers stated that he had 
endeavoured to get rid of the catfish, which had an unpleasant habit of intruding 
in some mysterious way into the ponds containing the trout. As, however, catfish 
lived partly in the mud, they were not easily exterminated, and there might be 
still a few remaining. From the ponds the party strolled along the banks of the 
Iver, and afterwards looked into three large excavations which had been in- 
tended to be used as coarse-fish ponds ; but which, from an error of engineering, 
were then devoid of water. Itis proposed to rear carp in these next year. At 
five o’clock the Council and their friends partook of a cold collation in a tent 
on the lawn of Mr. Oldham Chambers’ charming house, during which a telegram 
was received from the Marquis of Exeter, who was absent owing to ill-health, 
wishing the Association every success. The marquis’s health was drunk, and a 
suitable reply was at once wired back. Mr. Spreckley took the chair, and there 
were the usual complimentary speeches. Besides the fish mentioned, there 
were some small whitefish in a stew on the opposite side of the river. White- 
fish have been recently introduced by the Marquis of Lorne into a few deep 
Scotch lochs, and they appear unsuitable for southern waters. The party left 
Delaford about seven o’clock, having spent a very pleasant day. 

It seems that no stocking of the waters of Great Britain can possibly be 
attempted at the Delaford Fishery, unless, indeed, the ponds were increased a 
hundredfold in size and number, which is unlikely. The Fishery, however, 
may not be without its uses. Small quantities of foreign fish can be 
reared there with a view of observing whether or not they are useful for 
English waters, and anyone who wishes to breed fish and has not the neces- 
sary knowledge should there find practical instructions. From reasons which 
we are at a loss to understand, very few members of the Association have as 
yet visited the Fishery. We hope a change will take place in this respect, for 
it will be more by the individual action of members than anything that can be 
done at Delaford, that the interests of pisciculture will be promoted in this 
country ; to interest and instruct its members should therefore be one of the 
objects of the Association. We shall look forward in the next report of the 
Association to a detailed account of what has taken place at Delaford, an 
account of which will be of value to pisciculturists. Mr. Oldham Chambers has 
splendid opportunities of observing the habits and ways of fish, and his daily 
notes of the temperature of the water, death-rate of fish, the food given, best 
times of feeding, &c., should forma very valuable mass of information, from 
which conclusions of the highest importance to pisciculturists might be drawn. 
As the Association becomes of some use, the number of its members will no 
doubt increase. 


CEU Retr a. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed, “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORY outside envelope. | 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 25th Mr. Taylor had a nice show of bream, weighing 151b. 1oz., and perch, 
30z.; Mr. Metcalf, two roach, 11b. 130z.; Mr. Farebrother, roach, #lb. A prize pre- 
sented by Mr. Farebrother will be fished for during the month of August for the 
heaviest weight of roach.—J. WORLEDGE. 

BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Wednesday last thirty-five members of the above association fished their first 
pegged-down match of the season at Highbridge. The pegging-out and judging 
was again intrusted to Messrs. J. Inch and H. Warr; whilst the weighing of fish 
was most satisfactorily carried out by Mr. H. Inch. We are sorry to say that we 
could not have chosen a more miserable day, as it commenced raining heavily from 
beginning, and did not cease until the contest was over. Notwithstanding, some 
good catches were made by some of those who meant fishing, despite the weather. 
The prizes fished for amounted to about £20, and will be distributed to successful 
members on Monday. After the contest, the members adjourned to the Coopers’ 
Arms Hotel, where a splendid dinner awaited them. After dinner, some capital 
songs were sung. Appended.are names of successful competitors in order named :— 
Messrs, E, W. Tippitt, A. James, Allen, E. W. Stephens, Snailham, Bryant, G. Pain, 
Mahle, Healy, Trickett, G. Rawle, Dr. Drummond, J. Clements, F. Pope, M, James, 
F, Cox, Jones, H. Lewis, Brown.—LEwis C. WRIDE, sec. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

During the last month we have had some good shows, Messrs. Coombes, Shaw, 
Avis, and Dutton being among the roach ; Messrs. Coombes, Reeves, Dutton, and 
Cobb, dace ; Messrs. C. Saunders and C, Brown running close for perch, the largest 
fish, Mr, C. Saunders, 11b. 040z. ; Messrs. Avis, Sewell, and Alicock barbel—largest 
fish, Mr. Allcock, 71b. 30z.; Mr. Sewell, 4lb. 4oz.; Mr. Avis, 3lb. 2lb.; Messrs. E. 
Saunders, C. Saunders, and Herbert bream. The heaviest one day’s take, Mr. Herbert, 
291b. ; Mr. Saunders winning club monthly prize—W. DurTon, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of this society on Friday, the 23rd inst., was fairly well 
attended, Mr, Harry Dunn presiding, with Mr. J. Williams in the vice-chair. The 
minutes and cash accounts of the previous meeting were submitted and confirmed. 
Ye Friars take this opportunity of thanking the donors in the vicinity of Black- 
friars who have so liberally contributed to their prize list. Ye Friars and the 
Surrey Alliance Rowing Club have arranged to play a cricket match, the date of 
which is not yet fixed, but will shortly be announced. The proceeds are intended 
to supplement the sum collected at the smoking concert held at Ye Friary on the 
2nd inst. in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and will be handed therewith to 
that institution. Business having terminated, some excellent harmony was ren- 
dered, and the meeting closed with the ‘“ Anglers’ Chorus,” by Mr. E. Green and 
company. A few of the members were out on the 25th inst., Mr. W. Hutchins 
weighing-in 91b. 80z. of bream and a few dace ; Messrs. G. Wilton, H. Poole, Jarvis, 
and Williams had small takes of bream, barbel, roach, and dace. Mr. Harry Dunn 
(the president) on the 26th was amongst the barbel in galore, his catch weighing 
20lb. 630z., the largest turning the scale at 41b. 6$0z. This is the first specimen 
weighed-in in this society, and Mr. W. L. Innocent (host and treasurer) has gener- 
ously, at his own expense, sent the same to Mr. Cooper for preservation. Ye Friars 
on the 27th inst, paid their return visit to the Surrey Alliance Rowing Club.—JOHN 
SMITH, hon, sec. 





BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Monday, 19th inst., Messrs. Callingford and Wertheim attended the delegate 
meeting, at the Foresters’ Hall, on behalf of the B.P.S. On Tuesday, 20th, Messrs. 
Smith, Wertheim, and Bryan paid a visit to the Silver Trouts ; they spent a very 
enjoyable evening, and were very pleased at Mr. Kelly’s nice show of fish. The 
Brunswickers mustered in full force on Friday, 23rd inst., when Messrs. Baker and 
Young were balloted as members. Messrs. Smith and 8. Bryan were out with 
Harry Poulter, at Shepperton, on the 25th ; but had very poor sport. The follow- 
ing members weighed-in: Mr. Massey, jun., two bream, 41b. 4oz. ; Mr. Smith, chub 
and roach, 2lb. 60z.; Mr. Massey, sen., roach, 1lb. 90z.; Mr. Salisbury, bream, 11b. 
loz. ; and 8. Bryan, roach and dace, 11lb., and one eel, Ilb. 14$0z, On Monday after- 
noon, Mr, Robbins fished at Chertsey, with indifferent sport. On Tuesday Messrs. 
8. Bryan and G. Williams visited the Silver Trouts. They saw a nice show of roach, 
two or three fish going 4lb. each. The Silver Trouts, I believe, pay us the return 
visit on August 6th. On Wednesday Messrs. Wertheim and Bryan visited the 
Angler’s Pride, and were well received, This club weighed-in nearly 501b. of fish on 
the 25th inst.—_STEWART BRYAN, 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 25th our trays were well filled with some capital fish, although only four 
members weighed-in, ‘Their total gross weight was within a few ounces of 60Ib., 
Mr. Dodson heading the list with 25lb. 30z. of bream; A, Conn, 191b. 150z, of the 
same fish; Mr. Davison, three bream, weighing nearly 10lb.; Mr. Court, 41b. of 
roach and dace, making altogether the best show of fish this season, the previous 
takes being very poor.—A. CONN, sec. 

CAXTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In accordance with a resolution passed at the last committee meeting, a sweep- 
stakes of 10s, each will be fished for by the members of the club on August 12th, 
between Cookham and Marlow Locks. The first prize will consist of two-thirds of 
the entrance fees, and will be awarded for the heaviest roach. The second prize 
will be the remaining one-third, for the second heaviest roach, it being understood 
that the second prize cannot be taken by the winner of the first. Competitors 
start from the landing-stage at Cookham Bridge at 10 a.m., returning there not 
later than 7 p.m. All punts to be examined by the president, and no member is 
eligible to compete unless his entrance fee and current subscription to the society 
has been duly paid, The train leaving Paddington at 8.25 will be convenient for 
competitors. I have the pleasure to hand you herewithiprize list for ensuing season, 
—WILLIAM H. CATE, sec. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The members of the above fished at the Welsh Harp on the 25th inst. for the prize 
presented by Mr. Warner. Sport was very poor indeed, only two of them having 
fish ; the prize was won by Mr. Grimaldi with a perch weighing 1loz.—JACKO. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The next delegate meeting will take place on Friday, August 6th, at 8,30 p.m.— 
J. A, FITCH, sec, 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. W. H. Thomas in the 
chair, Previous minutes were signed, and ordinary business conducted, Our chair- 
man reported having had some fine roach with a fly, from Ford’s Water ; but a sudden 
deluge of refuse oil, presumably from the oilcloth factory higher up, stopped his 
operations. Another of our members had some-fine bream from private waters, the 
heaviest fish scaling 3lb, 80z. Mr, CO, L. Tidbury reported as to the continued pollu- 
tion of the Lea by the Tottenham sewage. One of our members present asked Mr. 
Tidbury if he would invite the “little German” at Stone’s water to try and skin 
the polluted Tottenham waters, as was currently believed he meant trying to do at 
Stone’s and Coventry’s pure waters? Tels of over 41b. were found poisoned near the 
Tottenham sewage works. Next Monday being Bank Holiday, we shall not have a 
formal club meeting. Fish, however, can be weighed-in and registered, Our next 
meeting will be on Monday, the 9th August, when I hope for a good attendance,— 
Henry Howsgz, hon. sec. 

EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

The usual weekly meeting was held at the club-house, 162, King-street, on Mon- 

day, the 26th inst., when two new members were duly elected, The next business 
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of the meeting was to present the prizes to the successful competitors who took 
part in the contest at Potter Heigham. The following is a list of prize-winners :— 
ist, Mr. F. W. Bond, Cup; 2nd, Mr. C. Chasteney ; 3rd, Mr. Beaumont ; 4th, Mr. 
R. Tooley. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 4th.—W. LowNE, 
hon, sec. 

EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members have been pretty busy lately with rod and line, and certainly 
deserved more luck than they met with, although they have not been altogether 
outof it. On the 18th July half a dozen of us were out, four weighing-in fish, Mr. 
Lambert having the best show, consisting of a nice basket of roach, the largest fish 
weighing 1lb. 2}0z. Mr. Fisher also weighed-in his first catch since joining us. The 
present season seems like being a very prosperous one with us, four new members 
having lately joined, and two of them—viz., Mr. Hayward, sen., and Mr. Walter 
Hayward—haye each kindly promised half a guinea towards the prize fund, to be 
fished for as the club may decide. We hope to fish our first match on August 8th._— 


WARWICK, 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a capital show of fish brought in on the 25th. Mr. Haines, bream and 
roach ; Mr. Devon, bream ; Mr. R. Murphy, dace and roach ; Mr. Solomon, roach ; 
Mr. Holmes, roach. There was a fair attendance of members at the club on the 
27th ; four propositions were taken for membership, and one enrolled. Our annual 
dinner takes place at Rye House on Monday, August 16. Mr. W. B. Wood and Mr. 
H. Courcha have each given a silver cup to be run for by the members on the dinner 
day. Mr. H. J. Tibbatts will preside, faced by Mr. G. Groom. The members have 
decided to get up a benefit on behalf of Mr. W. H. Snook, who has had the mis- 
fortune to fail in business. All friends wishing to have their names on the com- 
mittee would oblige by sending to Mr. H. Courcha, the Crown Inn, Shoreditch, or 
attend on Thursday evening next, at 9 o’clock. Mr, Snook has always been a very 
generous giver inall cases of distress ; we hope our brother anglers will now rally 
round him, now he is in need of assistance.—R. MURPHY. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting was held on Tuesday last. Several fine catches were reported 
from Eel’s Foot, Ormesby—701b. bream with two rods, 541b, bream and 141b, perch, 
some of which weighed 231b., with two rods ; also 38lb. bream with one red in two 
hours, and 42lb. bream with one rod, Fishing competition Thursday last at 
Buckenham Ferry, when the first prize was taken by Mr. Whincop with a catch of 
191b. roach ; second, Mr. Hunt; third, Mr. Harrison ; fourth, Mr. Lacret ; special 
prize for largest roach by Mr. Whincop.—J. 8S. THIRTLE, hon. sec. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 18th inst. we fished at Pulborough and Amberley for four prizes, given by 
the Globe Angling Society. First prize won by Mr. W. Graves, 71b. 130z. ; second, 
Mr. J. Cooper, 71b. 30z. ; third, Mr. C. Holmes, 4lb. 90z.; fourth, Mr. H. Hutchings, 
41b, The following members also weighed roach and bream :—Messrs. 8. Smith, 
°1b, 100z.; F. Watling, 3lb. 100z.; J. Cartwright, 3lb. 802. ; J. A. Fitch, 21b. 9oz. ; G. 
Watling, lb. toz.; Baker, 7oz. ; J. Mewitt, oz. Mr. Barnes had a nice show from 
the Welsh Harp—viz., one carp, 5lb. 8$0z., and 111b. 80z. bream, one bream 341b.; 
total, 551b. 100z. The carp has been forwarded to Mr. Gibson, Richmond-grove, 
Barnsbury, to be preserved. On the 25th the following members weighed-in :— 
Messrs. G. Watling, roach and bream, 191b, 80z.; F. Watling, 13lb. 602. roach from 
the Thames; C. Painter, roach from the Wey, one roach 1I]b. 3{0z. ; W. Barnes, 
81b. 130z. bream from Welsh Harp. Messrs. Scott, J. Cartwright, and Robt. Hughes 
also had bream and roach, 41lb, 120z.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 

GOLDEN BARBEL. 

On the 25th inst. the expectations of many of the members were fully realised, 
and the trays were handsomely Cecorated with some grand specimen fish, exhibited 
by the following members :—Mr. Bowring, carp and bream ; E. Henrie, chub, roach, 
dace, and perch; J. Green, roach and dace; A. Crow, barbel, bream, and roach ; C. 
Stoner, jack, barbel, and roach; Mr. de Perran, barbel and dace ; and Messrs. J. 
Stanton, C. Crow, J. Allen, and Manley had barbel, bream, and roach, making the 
total weight of fish exhibited up to near 501b. Considering the stormy weather 
that prevailed during the day around London, all members and friends that saw the 
show considered it a good one indeed.—PIxIb. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Taesday evening at 
{he Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. G. Chambers in 
the chair. The minutes of the last mecting having been read and confirmed, Dr. 
Defriez, Mr. Bartlett, and several other members gave an account of sport had 
during the past week ; the discussion which followed being carried on by Messrs. 
Taylor, White, and Capt. Alfred. The chairman reported attending the annual 
meeting of the National Fish Culture Association, to which he is the Gresham 
Society’s delegate, and presented the annual report. He also announced that Mr. 
Oldham Chambers had, at his request, very kindly promised to read a paper to the 
Gre-ham Society. It was, on the chairman’s suggestion, decided to defer this till 
the winter months, when the attendances will, no doubt, be larger. This ended the 
evening's business, and the meeting was brought to a close with a hearty vote of 
thanks to the chairman. There will be no meeting on Tuesday next,—H. 

GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 23th inst. the following members weighed-in roach, dace, and bream :— 
G. Brown, 3lb. ; W. Brown, 41b. 30z. ; H. Jeffries, 6lb. 50z.; F. Lawrence, 15lb., one 
bream, 3lb.; S. Snow, 71b. 8oz. ; 8. Howell, 101b. 502. ; and H, Lake, 16lb. In con- 
sequence of Monday being Bank Holiday, our ordinary weekly meeting will be post- 
poned till Wednesday, August 4th.—J. J. HOLMES, sec. 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 25th, several of our members were out. The following weighed-in :— 
Messrs. G. Geale, F. Page, and H. Bigsley. Mr. E. Pyne had a nice show of rudd 
from private water, which were not eligible to weigh. Members please note that 
we weigh-in from Saturday after 12 p.m. till Monday, 11 p.m , August 2nd. On our 
last meeting night we made two new members, Mr. F. Pain and Mr. P. Williams.— 
R. CLARK, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club will fish a match for three prizes at Kingston, on 
August 1st, train leaves Vauxhall at 8.15. On August Sth, a match for the 
president’s cup, at St. Margaret's, from Rye House Bridge to the lock.—GADFLY. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The barbel competition on July 28th resulted as follows:—From the Thames— 
Mr. ifare Winton, one trout, 2lb. 20z. ; one carp, 21b, 30z. ; barbel, 211b. 4oz. ; total, 
251b. 9oz. Mr. Lemann, barbel, 7lb. 90z. Mr. Harten, barbel, 161b. 40z, Mr. Batt, 
chub, S8lb.- T. R. 8. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 25th inst., Mr. 8. W. Brown weighed-in perch and bream, 4lb. 1030z., one 
perch, llb. $oz.; Mr. Billings, a few barbel, 51b. 1230z., and chub, 1lb, 440z, from the 
Thames ; Mr. Grindley, roach_—W. GREENWOOD, sec. A 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above added nothing to their gross-weight on the 25th inst. 
Mr. Ward and Mr. Summerfield both had a fair show; but, having got very wet, 
did not turn up to weigh-in. Our benefit coucert on the 27th inst., for Mr. Draper, 
proved a failure,-the only brother angler who lent his assistance being Wb MASE 
Gates, of the City of London. A two-day competition for a tackle-case, presented by 
Mr. R. Sharpless, will take place on August Ist and 2nd, All kinds of fish to 
weigh.—C, PIGGOTT, sec. 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 18th inst. some very fine roach were brought from the Upper Thames— 
viz., Mr. Hughes, 41b.; Mr. H. Hewett, 61b. ; Mr. Chart, 6lb.; Mr. Holden, 5lb. 
Mr. Carter decked the trays with some good bream from his favourite Kentish stream, 
Messrs. Carter, Chart, and H. Hewett are to be admired for their bravery in facing 
the elements on the 25th inst. in the neighbourhood of Henley, they moreover having 
taken some very nice shows on that day, despite the wind and rain, As is customary 
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on such occasions, members who are away during the forthcoming holidays fishing 
may weigh-in their fish at the club-room on the Tuesday, which ever of the three 
days they may have been caught on. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 25th inst., eighteen of the members of the above club visited Kingston, and 
competed from a selected spot, where, to all appearance, some good sport would be 
met with. In fact, all competitors, on reaching the place, made their way to what- 
ever spot they fancied, and commenced fishing at once, and kept on until the 
evening, and, in spite of their knowledge, and the baits most alluring to the fish in 
this part of the Thames, the take of fish among the whole lot was very small 
for this competition. The heaviest fell to Mr. Wigley, the second to Mr. R. Smith, 
and the third to Mr. T. Lines. Mr. R. Chantry had a nice bream, about 33lb.; Mr. 
C. G. Pocock, a barbel ; and Messrs. C. A. Pocock, J. Smith, and R. Chantry had some 
roach. Nearly all the members had a plentiful supply of rainwater, for which no 
prize was offered. If there had been, there would have been a “dead heat” between 
J. Davis and H. Flower.—PIxIg. 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening last the half-yearly general meeting of this society took 
place at the Station Hotel, Richmond. In consequence of Kingston Regatta taking 
place the same day the attendance was not very large ; but among others present were 
General Bishop, and Messrs. Colpoys, Geen, Burrows, Griffiths, Gaunt, Perkins, Hy. 
Taman, and H. Clifford Taman (hon. secretary). Mr. Harry Davis having been 
requested to take the chair, in the absence of Mr. Little, a letter was read from that 
gentleman, expressing his regret at being unable to be present. The chairman con- 
eratutated Mr. Wright upon haying weighed-in a handsome little chub of 221b., taken 
inthe tideway. Mr. Clifford Taman then proceeded to give an account of the half- 
year’s working, which appears to be very satisfactory, as during that time nine new 
members have been enrolled ; but, at the same time, he criticised the ex- 
penditure of the previous half year in a vigorous fashion, and demanded 
a reduction in some of the items, or an_ increased subscription on 
the part of the members. A most interesting discussion followed, General 
Bishop and Mr. Perkins being in favour of an increased eubscription ; Mr. Col- 
poysadvocated reducing it, ina masterly and logical speech ; while Mr. H. B. Terrill 
and Mr. Hy. Taman advised the retention of the present rate, but all supported the 
hon, secretary in his wish to cut down the expenses. The business occupied the whole 


| of the evening, and left no time for music ; but evenings so spent cannot fail to be of 


the greatest practical benefit to the society.—MEPHISTO. 
SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our persevering member, Mr. Gillson, weighed-in some pretty roach from the 
Colne, about 5lb.in all. It was decided to have an outing on September 5th, 
destination, &ec., to be decided later on.—CERASUS. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members were out on the 25th, and returned with some very good shows. 
Amongst the different catches were some very large bream, roach, and perch. Mr, 
Haines, some nice bream; Mr. J. Payne, roach; Mr. J. W. Freeman, perch; Mr. W. 
Lawes, jun., some large roach ; Dr. Watts, a nice show of roach; Mr. J. Currans, 
roach. On 26th, Mr. J. Currans again weighed-in a nice show of roach and bream. 
On 27th, Mr. J. Currans weighed some nice roach and bream. Next week being 
Bank Holiday, we expect one of the greatest shows this society has ever had, as the 
members intend going out in full fores—W. TYLER. 

WALTONIANS. 

Our members have been pretty busy lately. Best takes—July 14th, Mr. Hunt, 
221b. 5oz., bream, roach, and dace ; July 18th, Mr. Phillips, roach and dace, 101b. 90z.; 
Mr. Jefferies, roach and dace, 91b. 50z. July 25th, Mr. T. Watkins, yoach and dace, 
121b. 302, 

SOME GRAYLING AND OTHER FLIES. 

Mr. James OapEN, of 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, sends us some samples 
of The Stoker, Yates’s Fancy, and the Emerald Gem. They are all 
patterns invented by Mr. Fred Yates, of Neath, 5. Wales, and although we have 
not yet had an opportunity of trying them, we have no hesitation in saying that 
The Stoker (so cailed from its hot appearance) will kill sea-trout well, also 
brown trout and chub, and—dressed small—grayling. Yates’s ancy has proved 
itself a deadly killer, and the Emerald Gem is one of the most taking-looking 
grayling flies we have seen. Mr, Ogden has been making some of these for us 
with small gut-loops ; we like them very much. 

Mr. G. Holland, Failsworth, near Manchester, writes :—‘ I should be obliged 
if you could kindly give me a notice in the Tourist Number of the fancy 
grayling and trout flies sent herewith. I would draw your attention to the eyed- 
hooks I have used for these flies ; 1 have had them made with the idea of reducing 
the number of misses one gets when using eyed-hooks.” We like the hook, and 
consider it an undoubted improvement. The eye is turned up, and is not too 
small; we hope Mr. Holland will get his numerous customers to try this 
hook. The chief difference between 1t and the old hook is that it has a 
wider gape. As regards the fancy grayling flies, we can only say they are 
little beauties, beautifully tied. They are all hackle flies; but will nearly 
all float like corks. 
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A FISHERY DEPARTMENT. 
A COMMUNICATION, forwarded to us from the Board of Trade, states that in conse- 
quence of the transfer from the Home Office to the Board of Trade of the jurisdic- 
tion in respect of salmon and freshwater fisheries, under the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Acts, 1861 to 1886, which will take effect on Oct. 1 next, under the provi- 
sions of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1886, the following arrangements 
amongst others for carrying on the duties under those Acts have been decided on :— 
A fishery department will be created, with an assistant-secretary at its head, and 
one chief inspector, who will be Mr. A. D. Berrington, who has hitherto given his 
valuable services to the Home Office in fishery matters, and who will bring to the 
Board of Trade the experience which he has gained in connection with that office, 
and his assistance will be supplemented by two other inspectors, one of them the 
present inspector's assistant at the Home Office, and the other a gentleman who has 
had considerable experience in sea-fishery matters. Mr. Swanston, who has been 
appointed assistant-secretary for the fisheries department, has had long official 
experience, and has been associated with all the recent legislation in connection 
with sea fisheries, 
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THE “DRY AND WET” FLY-BOOK. 

Mr. H. Waker, of 53, Gresham-street, sent us recently a most convenient combi- 
nation for holding flies on gut, and flies on eyed-hooks. It is well-made, and very handy 
in size—b3in. long by 3}in. wide, and 1}in. thick. There are the usual partitions for 
scissors, disgorger, &c., a pocket for casts, parchment pockets enough for many 
dozen flies on gut, a hospital for patterns and other old friends that may turn up 
smiling again some day when we most want them. Who but remembers many an 
anxious hunt through the flannel leaves of the hospital when there has been a run 
on some particular fly, and you are out of it—what rejoicings over the half-worn- 
out specimen or two you were wise enough to save you don’t know how long ago! 
But the feature of this book is the box for eyed-hooks, with stiff hinged lid, like a 
book cover. In the sample first sent to us only the bottom of the box was utilised 
by glueing a bit of felt on it ; but, at our suggestion, Mr. Walker has also lined the 
inside of the lid with felt, and thus doubled the amount of felt available for hold- 
ing the eyed-hooks. We would suggest to Mr. Walker that, to those anglers who 
never use anything but gut, it would be a good plan to put two of these boxes back 
to back. In this way one would getabout 70 square inches of felt, or space for over 
500 flies, not one of which can get crushed in any way, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


C. Foster.—Yes. Gaff is used for lifting a pike into a boat. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 











SAIMO FLROX—TROUT SMOLT, Kc. 

S1r,—To the query, “May not the ferow be a salmon?” “ Piscator” answers, 
“Certainly not ’—from its colour, size of fins, and other peculiarities it is more of a 
trout or else a distinct species. What induced me to put the query is the resem- 
blance in shape of the larger sizes to an ill-conditioned salmon kelt. The shape of 
the tail-fin, size of the head, teeth, and fins of asalmon depend upon its age and 
condition. Ifan aged fish and very lean, the tail-fin is about square, or perhaps a 
little inclined to be concave ; the other fins appear larger because the flesh is worn 
away from them, and for the same reason the teeth also appear larger than that of a 
well-conditioned fish. One can see from illustrations of the Great Lake Trout in 
popular Natural Histories—I mean fish of 10lb. and upwards, from which the illus- 
trations are taken—that there is a striking resemblance to that of a lean, foul 
salmon. Fish of 2lb. to 5lb. are probably sea-trout kelts. The fact of it being 
stated that these big fish congregate in unlikely places for spawning, such as the 
outlet of Loch Awe, is proof positive that, ifa distinct species, we know little about 
them. The object of these large fish congregating about the Brander Pass of Loch 
Awe is to emigrate, and rather than face tad/ foremost such a deep, narrow, seething 
mass of struggling water, they hesitate for a time at the outlet, and deceived the 
late Mr, Stoddart into the belief that their object was to select the Pass for spawn- 
ing purposes. Were one of these caught at the outlet, I venture to assert that not 
one of them would be found ina spawning conditioa. Itis no surprise, therefore, 
though having such faithin Mr. Stoddart as an authority, should “ Piscator ” inquire 
Cissue 8th May), “ Is not this very untroutlike” in selecting such a water for spawn- 
ing? No fish in hissenses would select such a place to deposit its ova. The object 
of the Great Trout is to reachits natural element, and in harbouring about the out- 
let of the Loch he is bracing up his nerves for the hazardous journey, much more 
difficult in the descent tail foremost than ascending head foremost. All kinds of 
trout (if there are more species than one) have the migratory propensity. Hyen 
common trout require to be kept prisoners in ponds and lochs, else they will, if there 
isan outlet, take their departure in spring. 

I quite agree with “ Piscator” that asmall dose of criticism is good forusall ; 
but thereis a limit, beyond which—and especially when it ends in misrepresentation— 
it becomes offensive. Our objects, as correspondents, is to state facts and strive to 
get at the facts—a very difficult matter, so far asthe Genus Salmo is concerned. 

Since I last addressed you I have fallen in with a report of a meeting of the 
Tweed Commissioners, held at Cornhill, on 4th Sept., 1876, which throws additional 
light on the incident at the examination of the trouts in Carham experimental 
ponds, referred to by “ Piscator,” extracts from which will doubtless interest him 
and other readers. In mentioning yellow fins, I should have said “orange fins.” 
TI understood that both terms were indiscriminately used forthe same smolt. At all 
events, Mr. Stoddart, fourteen years ago, at a Sheriff Court in Dunblane, gave 
evidence along with other experts that the “ yellow fin” of the Allan was identical 
with the “orange fin” of the Tweed. Of the two, yellow fin is the more appro- 
priate term. Any angler can put the matter to the test when he fishes the Tweed 
by bringing in his basket a fresh orange and compare the colour with that of the 
pectoral fins of the smolt. The contrast is ridiculous. I think such provincialisms 
should be discountenanced, for they are sure to mislead. 

In May, 1874, a number of smolt, or ‘orange fins,” were taken from the Tweed, at 
the instance of the Experimental Committee of the Tweed Commissioners, and put 
into ponds constructed for the purpose at Carham, near Coldstream. After being a 
little over two years in the ponds the trouts were examined by a number of experts, 
and the report states that, ‘“‘ Although the members of the Experimental Committee, 
as wellas the practical fishermen who from time to time personally attended the 
examination of the fish inthe Carham ponds, were unanimous in the conviction that 
they had successively exchanged their character of orange fin for that of blacktail 
and whitling, still two amici curie@—viz., Major Dickens, of Cornhill, and Mr. 
Stoddart, of Kelso, who had been invited to give their opinions, maintained that the 
fish were, and are now, common yellow or white trout, and not members of the sal- 
mon tribe. It seemed, therefore, desirable to obtain the impartial opinion of some 
scientific authority, whose competency to decide the question at issue might be gene- 
tally accepted. Hence it was that Mr. Stirling, of the Museum of Anatomy in the 
University of Edinburgh, kindly attended a meeting of the Committee on the 28th May 
last, and attentively examined the fish as they were taken from the pond, measured, 
weighed, and counted, and returned to the water. He also took away one of the fish 
for dissection. The conclusion at which Mr, Stirling arrives—viz., that the fish is 
migratory, corroborates the view entertained by the Committee, and will, it is to be 
hoped, remove all doubts which may have existed of the fact that the orange fin is 
of the salmon kind, and the previous stage of the whitling or bull-trout and the 
blacktail is the intermediate stage.” In referring to this report, the chairman (Mr. 
D. Milne Home, of Milne Graden) said, “ The chief point in the report was the find- 
ing out the change in the nature of the fish—namely, the change of the orange fin 
into a blacktail, and ultimately the blacktail intoa bull-trout.” I have taken these 
extracts from the Scvtsman of the 5th Sept., 1876, so that my account of the incident 
at Carham, in your issue of the 29th May last, is, so far as it went, substantially 
correct. Comparing the opinions set forth in these extracts with “Piscator’s ” 
(9th ult.), it is seen how conflicting they are, and how difficult 
it is to grasp the facts. It just comes to this, that anglers must set aside 
prejudices and commence afresh. Mr, Stoddart, through prejudice, could 
not for the life of him believe that “orange fins” would change to the 
appearance of common trout, however long in the ponds. He believed that 
those who selected the “orange fins” had by mistake substituted common trout. 
Butthe fact of the Tweed Commissioners haying the late Mr. Hodgson Huntly, of 
Carham Hall, at their head, justifies the assumption that no such mistake had 
occurred. Had salmon smolts been substituted for “ orange fin,’ I have no doubt, 
if two years in those ponds, the Major and Mr. Stoddart would give a similar 
decision, and pronounce the whole to be trout. 

“ Piscator””’ willsee that there is strong evidence in favour of the “ orange fin” 
being the young of the bull-trout, and as strong evidence of the same smolt being 
-the young of the sea-trout. Evidently the only possible way out of the difficulty is 
toadmit the identity of the Salmo trutta and Salmo criox, There is no specific 
difference in structure between the two trouts, and on a former occasion I explained 
the cause of the seeming different habits. ‘ Piscator” has, I suspect, made a 
a blunder in his efforts to prove that there are two distinct species of trout smolt 
inthe Tweed. Hitherto one has been a perplexity, and two will make confusion 
worse confounded. The subject, however, is important, and it is to be 
hoped that such correspondents as Dr, Day, “H. O.,” ‘“ Piscator,” and others who 
have devoted attention to the subject, will ventilate their opinions and help to clear 
away the “awful mnddle.”—I am, &c., 


Elgin. Wills 





HOOKS IN WRONG PLACES. 

Str,—In the course of professional life I have naturally had to remove fish-hooks, 
crochet-hooks, &c,, from hands and fingers, but until the last twelve months the 
question was never brought home to my personal consideration, Now, anglers often 
get hooks in their fingers, and last year the accident twice befel me, and as I did not 
wish to haye my day’s sport interfered with, I had to consider what was the best 
means for an angler to rid himself of the nuisance, and I very soon eame to a con- 





clusion, which I think will be of use to the angling public. In the first place, I 
have made a point of asking a great many anglers what they did when they gota 
hook in their fingers. Some few seem to attempt to cut the hook out for themselves ; 
others, in the case of the ordinary hook on gut, cut the gut and, I presume, the 
dressing of the fly off, and push the hook through. With an eyed-hook, of course, 
this is impossible, unless they have a pair of cutting pliers to cut off the eye. Others, 
again, simply go home and pay a visit to the nearest surgeon. One of my friends 
related to me his experience as follows, from which it is evident that the race of Bob 
Sawyers is not yet extinct. First, he said, he tied a piece of string tightly round 
his finger, then taking hold of his hand he put it on the seat of a chair, seating 
himself with his thigh across it ; then with a sudden plunge of a knife he cut down 
on the barb of the hook and extricated it. 

Now, what I concluded to do in my own case, and recommend to all fishermen, is 
this, a method by which they will extract the hook with certainly one-tenth of the 
pain experienced in any of the above-mentioned, and which, moreover, will leave a 
far more trifling wound : I simply pull back the hook the way it wentin. To do 
this, put a rounded stiletto, or the closed points of a small pair of scissors, or the nail- 
cleaner in a pocket-knife, or any stiff, strong thing of the sort, through the bend of 
the hook ; then placing the end of the forefinger on the outside of the bend of the 
hook, so that the hook is held firmly between the scissors or stiletto and the point 
of the finger, draw it out with a steady, decided pull—not with a jerk; then put 
your finger into your mouth and suck it for a minute or two, and five minutes after 
you will have forgotten all about it. The pain will be merely that of a pin prick, 
and the wound left, in the case of a small hook, invisible. I need hardly say that a 
pair of strong pincers will, if at hand, answer still- better than the arrangement 
above suggested to take hold of the bend of the hook.—I am, &c., Be RaCia: 


HOW TO PUT A WORM ON.—A WORMERY. 

S1r,—In your article of the 24th inst., headed “ Angling near London,” on the 
subject of perch-fishing, there are some statements not borne out by my experience. 
The writer gives what he calls the “ only one way” of putting on a large worm. His 
commencement by sending the hook through the worm twice, beginning at the head, 
I quite approve ; but he finishes by putting the hook 4a/f-an-inch from the end of 
the tail, making the point come through. To this I object. I think the hook should 
be completely hidden, and that half-an-inch of the tail should project beyond the 
point ; this mode gives a natural appearance to the worm at both ends, 

The writer also speaks of a float. Ihave long ago abandoned a float for worm- 
fishing. I thinkaworm suspended is in an unnatural position, and the fish knows it 
—shown by his close examination of it beforeswimming away. The mode I adopt is 
to use a short gut-trace witha bullet of four to the ounce, about Ift. from the hook. 
Then cast into mid-stream, and sink and draw at intervals of a minute till you come 
to the bank, then cast again. This mode presents the bait either naturally moving, 
or lying on the bottom, in one of which positions a perch generally takes the bait. 

One of your correspondents asks how to make a wormery ; my prescription is very 
simple. Take a large flower-pot two-thirds full of moss, and go on your tennis-lawn 
at night with alight; you can soon fill the pot. Next day take another pot, empty, 
and turn the worms daily from one to the other; every third day separate the 
worms from the moss and wash the latter; in a fortnight your worms will be we!l 
scoured, bright, and tough, and there’s your wormery.—I am, &c., 

Malmesbury. . 








ARR Me) 


[Our correspondent appears to be unaware that you can use a float and still have 
the wormon the bottom. If the water is S8ft. deep, and you place your float 8ft. 
from the shot, orany distance above 8ft., then your bait must be on the bottom, as 
your shot should be ldin. or 20in. from the bait. Again, what our corresponilent 
meant was—how could he breed a large number of worms? Mr. Mackrill thinks 
ae of using 3,000 lob-worms and twice as many red worms often twice a week. 
—Ep. 





WIMBLEDON LAKE. 

Srr,—In my hurried reply to your query I forgot to say that the above contains 
good jack. One September I bagged one close on illb., and my largest bream 
weighed 231b., as stated, and, strange to say, I have seen very few larger. I may 
also inform your correspondent, ‘* Bank,” that the last time I visited Dagenham I 
caught several very nice silver-bellied, sharp-nosed eels within two yards of the side. 
This is a notorious water for “shoe-strings,” and it is positively surprising what 
large worms these little beggars will swallow if you give them time. Don’t give 
them time.—I am, K&ce., M. A. 


ENGLISH SILK LINES. 

Srr,—I am sure the real makers of silk lines will appreciate “ Pater’s ” timely 
exposure of the deception practised on anglers by the sale of sham silk lines. 
Although I have been engaged in the manufacture of lines for twenty or thirty 
years, I have begun to get disgusted with this branch of the silk trad2. as for the 
last few seasons prices offered to makers by the trade have been so unremunerative 
tbat itis not worth doing, and honest manufacturers, who use pure silk only, are 
being beaten out of the market by worthless imitations, so admirably detected and 
shown up by * Pater.” 

It appears to me thatif tackle dealers do not give up selling spurious silk lines, 
the only way for anglers to get a genuine silk line will be to procure them direct 
from the manufacturers. 

Thanking “ Pater” for his excellent letters, and you, Mr. Editor, for kindly pub- 
lishing them,—I am, &c., 16-PLAIT, 


RANDOM NOTES.—PERCH IN GENEVA LAKE. 

Srir,—A relative who has been “ doing ” the Continent, says the Like of Geneva 
swarms with perch, some of them grand fellows, going up to 4lb. in weight. He 
had one for breakfast at some hotel there weighing close on 4lb., and he said it was 
beautiful, You can see many of them from the shore. Worms are the bait used 
by the natives; 400 or 500 well-scoured lobs, taken over in moss, and used on a 
rather fine barbel tackle, attached to four or five yards of gut, with a good-sized 
pelican quill, would afford good sport, I should think, The water being sin- 
gularly clear, and of a magnificent bluish tint, fish fine and far off.—I am, ees he 

Wirea. 

N.B.—If any of your readers should try, perhaps they will report upon the same, 











THE BASIN, WANSTEAD. 

S1r,—It may interest your readers to know that an eel, weighing 41b. 60z., was 
caught in the Basin at Wanstead last Monday by Mr. West, of Leytonstone, and 
that this piece of water—about eight acres—is plentifully stocked with tench, jack, 
eels, carp, roach, and perch, and is only about twenty minutes by train from Liver- 
pool-street. 

It is no less select than convenient, as there is no day-fishing except to friends 
of subscribers. Iact as City agent to the lessee, and shall be happy to give infor- 
mation and book subscribers.—I am, Xc., 

77, Finsbury-pavement, H.C, 


FISHING IN THE OUSE, HUNTINGDON. 

Sr1r,—I am sorry to trouble you again on this subject, but H. Rout’s letters are so 
inexplicit, and it is a matter of importance to a good many of your London readers, 
or I would not do so. 

Tinclose for your perusal the account of the Huntingdon Sessions meeting as to 
the proposed Fishery Board, from which you will see that the waters are now under 
consideration, and that no water-bailiffs are yet appointed, and several gentlemen 
viparian owners are averse to any being appointed at all, Whogave H. Rout 
the right of fishing in the Huntingdon waters ? 

Mr. H. Rout has written two letters, in which he continually repeats my questions, 
but gives me no answers direct, He may well hope he is not occupying too much 


H. RICHARDSON, 
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space. In his last he says he did read the inclosed report ; but he goes on, it. has 
not yet come in force, therefore, the waters were let to the said Wm. Maulden,” &e. 
Now, Sir, the inclosed report will clearly show the Huntingdon waters are let to 
0 One, 

The Godmanchester waters are formally let, as they have been for years past ; 
but the right of fishing remains the same. This H. Rout has not, in his letters, 
attempted to contradict ; and if anglers must pay, as H. Rout still asserts, why does 
not he or his master compel them to do so before they fish ? 

I think it is quite foreign to the subject for H. Rout to advance the theory that 
because Londoners occasionally win prizes with fish taken in Huntingdon waters 
that they on that account should pay for catching them, Again, Mr. Rout wanders 
from the subject to other waters of which we are all quite aware (many of us 
having fished in them) that many of them are strictly preserved ; but in these 
cases, of course, the riparian owners are unanimous, whereas in Huntingdon they 
arenot. Therefore, if there is no fishery board, and the waters are not let or given 
to anyone, what can there be for us to subscribe to ?—I am, &c., 

AN OLD OUSE ANGLER, 





DAGENHAM LAKE. 

Srr,—All I can say of Dagenham Lake is that the water is in very good order, 

and that plenty of small fish up to a pound have been taken, but no very large ones, 

More perch and eels have been taken thanany other fish. The bream are very late ; 

they have only just spawned. There were some caught on the 18th inst, full of 

spawn, so I think they will come on a little later.—I am, &c., 
Dagenham Lake. 


FISHING FOR SALMON WITH WORM. 

Str,—Will any reader of the FISHING GAZETTE kindly give me a description of 
how to fish for salmon with worm—if on the bottom, witha set rod,and how the leads 
are fixed? If in thick water when the fish are running, or in clear water when the 
fly can be used, as I have seen wonderful accounts of salmon being taken with worm, 
and would like to try it. All I require is description of tackle, situation, and water. 
I can kill my share with fly ; but when the water is notin trim, if it then suits 
worm [I should like to try it. 

In reply to “Lux,” regarding pith, I think it is what they make the hats of in 
India, called “ Solar Topees.”—I am, &c., JUNGLE Cock, 

[There is a Prize Hssay on the subject in this number.—ED. | 


A. Rusv, 








THE FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 
'H8 annual summer dinner of this old-established society took place at the New 
Tnn, Eton-on-Thames, on Saturday last, under the chairmanship of Mr. Brewer, with 
Mr. Newson in the vice-chair, Amongst those present were Messrs. T. Spreckley, 
T. R. Sachs, C. P. Wheatstone, Thomas Gillatt, W. H. Brougham, Thomas Cliff, 
John Smart, C. M. Le Good, Brown, Batson, Taylor, Howard, Hunt, Lupton, 
C, Calcutt, King, Dawson, Hodgkinson, Mitchell, T. Barwell, Bloxam, Berry, 
Bayfield, Vaughan, Douglas, and Brownsword. Owing to the experience of the 
oppressive heat at this time of the year, the committee decided upon having a cold 
dinner, with the exception of three kinds of fish and the vegetables, which was 
much appreciated, and the same great satisfaction was accorded to Mrs. 
Goddard for the perfection of her catering. After the loyal toast, and that 
of “* The Army, Navy, and Reserve Forces,’ responded to by Capt. Woodall, “ The 
Press” was given by the vice-chairman, who referred to the value of the Press in 
every department of life, and coupled with the toast the name of their good 
friend, Mr. Brougham. Mr. W. H. Brougham, in responding, said he believed they 
had given the toast its proper position as following that of other warriors—the only 
difference was, the Press used the pen instead of the sword. He considered there 
was not a single newspaper published but what was ready to defend the interests 
of the anglers, and in the FIsHING GAZETTE of that day they would find an 
account of the competitions arranged amongst the Friendly Anglers for the present 
year. It was always a pleasure to him to be present at their dinners in the rank 
and file of the Press, leaving the honours of the T.A.P.S. to be defended by its 
energetic president. ‘The Chairman, in giving ‘‘The Thames Angling Preservation 
Society,’ said it was to the credit and honour of that society their noble river 
Thames was so thoroughly protected and preserved; it was a river worth looking 
after, and all classes of anglers would be benefited. They had present that night 
the angler’s friend, Mr. Thomas Spreckley, whose work and fame was known 
and appreciated by every angler, and he need now only remark the work 
he did in increasing the stock of fish by the netting of several reservoirs. 
Mr. Spreckley, in reply, said it was a great treat anda real pleasure to meet the 
Friendly Anglers, who had for the last forty-one years contributed their two guineas 
annually to his Society, and he believed_they were men of one heart and one mind, 
and possessing the one motive of promoting the pleasure of true sport. He con- 
sidered if a man did right in angling, he was a thorough sportsman ; but if other- 
wise, he could not go home with any pleasure. He was aware that many of their 
members fished the Thames in that neighbourhood, and when with others he 
resuscitated the Windsor Association, it gave him great experience of the value 
of that portion of the fishery. In his own Society the business was conducted 





in a right manner and in a_ proper spirit, and considering the 
lengthened support the Friendly Anglers had given to it, and as ‘one 
of the first club contributors, they had the best of claims to having a 


representative on it. He thought that some of the letters and remarks which 
had been written in some of the angling papers were not written in a kind and 
friendly spirit, especially one that had appeared in that day’s Fishing, in regard to 
the snatching of fish at Kingston, as an intimation to him at any time would receive 
due attention, and plenty of assistance would be forthcoming to suppress an evil 
which he had accomplished to remove. He had spent some hours that week at 
Kingston on the same business, and they all knew that when they got the by-law 
to prohibit the snatching of fish they also got the abolition of night lines—the 
latter having, as a result, caused the great increase of trout. In referring to the 
new water below Richmond Bridge, he gave it as his opinion it was full of fish, and 
one trial this last week had resulted in the capture of twenty-seven barbel. The 
Chairman then gave the toast of the evening, ‘The Friendly Anglers,” and 
remarked the rociety was never in greater prosperity, or possessing more 
good feeling amongst the members, The shows of fish were always great. 
The officers did their work well, and they had in Mr. C. H. Woodall a 
first-rate treasurer, and a most indefatigable secretary in Mr. Le Good, whose 
names he would unite with the toast. Mr. C. M. Le Good, in replying, said he had 
been their secretary for twenty-two years, and his desire was to forward the interests 
and promote the welfare of the society. The other toasts were “The Visitors,” pro- 
posed by the vice-chairman, and responded to by Mr. C. P. Wheatstone; ‘“'The 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman,” and “ The Hostess,” and in the latter toast following 
out the time-honoured custom of bringing Mrs. Goddard into the room, who received 
the complimentary opinion of those present on the excellent dinner she had pro- 
vided. The proceedings were enlivened with some excellent singing from Messrs, 
Le Good, Brownsword, Bloxam, Berry, Barwell, Mitchell, T, Spreckley, T. Cliff, 
Brewer, and W. H. Brougham, the latter giving an impromptu song introducing the 
names of the principal portion of the cuests.—B, 


ORES ET RE TTS 





HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Thongh it is impossible, in this climate of changing 
temperature, to prevent ill-health altogether, yet its form and frequency may be much mitigated by 
the early adoption of remedial measures. When hoarseness, cough, thick breathing, and the attending 
slight fever indicate irritation of the throat or chest, Holloway’s Ointment should be rubbed upon 
these parts without delay, and his Pillls taken in appropriate doses, to promote its curative action. 
No catarrhs or sore throats can resist these remedies. Printed directions envelop every package of 
Holloway’s medicaments, which are suited to all ages and conditions, and to every ordinary disease 
to which humanity is liable. 





SPECIAL NOTICE TO PROPRIETORS OF HOTELS AND 
INNS WHERE FISHING IS TO BE HAD. 


WE beg to call the special notice of proprietors of hotels, inns, 
&e., in the neighbourhood of good fishing waters to the value of the 
GAZETTH as a means of making them known, our charges being 
very moderate. Full particulars on application to the Manager, 
The FISHING GAZETTE, 188, Fleet-street, London. 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


ALTNACEALGACH HOTEL (SUTHERLAND).—July 19th, Rev. A. Faber, Doncaster, 


Loch Urigall, sixty-eight fish, weight 151b.; Mr. Beith and friend, Musselburgh, 


Loch Cama, sixty-five fish, weight 12lb. July 20th, Mr. Symmons and party, Col- 
chester, Loch Cama, forty-two fish, weight 12lb.; Mr. Beith and friend, Loch Urigall, 
ninety-six fish, weight 241b.; Mr. Sanders, Dumfries, Loch Urigall, sixty-six fish, 
weight I4]b. ; Rev. A. Faber, forty-six fish, weight 12}lb. July 21st, Rev. A. Faber, 
Loch Urigall, forty fish, weight 12]b.; Mr. Symmons and party, Loch Veyatie, fifty- 
four fish, weight 141b.,and one Sa/mo feroa, 331b.; Mr. Beith and friend, Loch Vallen, 
sixty fish, weight 18lb. July 22nd, Mr. Symmons and party, Loch Urigall, one 
hundred and sixteen fish, weight 32lb.; Rev. A. Faber, Loch Cama, seventy-eight 
fish, weight 16lb. July 23, Mr. Beith and friend, Loch Urigall, one hundred and five 
fish, weight 30lb.; Rev. A. Faber, Loch Urigall, ninety-six fish, weight 21]b.; Mr. 
Sanders, Loch Cama, thirty fish, weight 101b. ; Mr. Symmons and party, Loch Cama, 
one Salmo ferow 8lb., one ditto 34lb.,and one ditto 14lb. July 24, Rev. A. Faber, 
Loch Urigall, forty-five fish, weight 14lb.; Mr. Sanders, Loch Urigall, fifty-six fish, 


' weight 141b.—JoHn McDONALD. 


ABERDEENSHIRE (DEE).—Great runs of grilse have ascended the Dee with the 
recent fillings of the river, and for a week or more the net-fishers have had great 
hauls. The runs, however, have occurred too late to benefit the rod-fishers, as grilse 
never take well in the Dee after the middle of July. 

HALLADALE (SUTHERLANDSHIRE).—On Wednesday, Mr. Elkington had a salmon 
of 8lb. with minnow, on the Halladale. On Thursday, Mr. Murray had a grilse of 
33lb. On Saturday, Mr. and Miss Jamieson had a basket of twenty-four trout on 
Loch Coorach, several of which weighed llb. each. On Monday, Mr. Murray had a 
grilse of 41b., and Mr. Jamieson a nice sea-trout and some brown trout. On Tuesday 
Mr. Jamieson had no sport, the weather being stormy.-—FORSINARD HOTEL, 

INVER AND KIRKAIG (LOCHINVER, SUTHERLAND).—July 19th, Inver, two 
salmon, 6 and 631b., Messrs. Young and Alston; Kirkaig, four salmon, 5, 5, 6, and 
8lb., Mr. Brown. July 20th, Kirkaig, two salmon,7 and 8lb., Mr. Young. July 
21st, Kirkaig, two salmon, 8lb. each, Messrs. Brown and Alston. July 22nd, 
Kirkaig, one salmon, 91b., Captain Erskine; Loch Beannoch, 26lb, trout, Mr. 
Younger. July 23rd, Manse Loch, one sea-trout, 231lb., Mr. Moiliet. July 24th, 
Loch Fewin, 15lb. sea-trout, Mr. Younger, July 26th, Inver, three salmon, 53, 5, 
and 43lb., Mr. Alston ; Kirkaig, one salmon, 61b., Mr. Brown ; Loch Beannoch, 181b, 
trout, Mr. Moiliet; Fewin, 25lb. trout, Capeains Moncrieff and Erskine; Crogach, 
16lb. trout, Captain Younger. The above are takes obtained by gentlemen staying 
at the hotel— JOHN DENNET. 

LEWIS (Ross-SHIRE).—Salmon-fishing in the Lewis is meeting with unpre- 
cedented success, and well may lovers of the “gentle art” be satisfied with the 
baskets they are making, which, to say the least of it, proved ‘‘ wondrous weighty ” 
last week. In this respect, Grimersta, where Mr, MacKillop and party are at present 
residing, takes the lead. In one day’s fishing on this river, on the 12th inst., four 
rods landed the extraordinary number of fifty-four salmon ; and for one rod, since 
that date, twenty salmon was the result of one day’s fishing. At the Blackwater, 
on the Garynahine Inn leasing, one gentleman landed five salmon in less than an 
hour. At Uig, a gentleman made up a splendid basket of sea-trout in a very short 
time. Information from Tarbert Harris reports visitors there as having good sport 
on the lakes attached to the hotel fishings, On Friday last, one gentleman returned 
with a basket of 601b., consisting of one or two salmon and a number of sea-trout, 
as the result of his day’s fishing.—J. McC. 8. 


Loch AwE ANGLING.—The following gentlemen, Messrs. Culpeper, Wollaston, 


Grey, Dixon, Bedford, Holland, Hunter, and Lowe, have fished Loch Awe and the 
hill lochs adjacent to the Taycreggan Hotel last week, and, in addition to the under- 
noted salmon, have had excellent baskets of trout :—Wednesday, Mr. Urquhart (from 
Achnacarron Lodge), salmon, 18lb. Thursday, Mr. Culpeper, grilse of 6lb.; Mr, 
Bedford, Sheffield, grilse of 6lb, Friday, Mr. Blyth, of Sonachan House, salmon, 
8lb. Saturday, Mr. Holland, of the Hotel Metropole, grilse, 61b,—O, Munro, Tay- 
creggan Hotel. 

Locw AwE.— Owing to the badness of the weather for some time the sport has 
been very poor. Out from this hotel the following parties had: Mr. Aclom, eleven 
trout and one grilse, 6lb.; Mr. Tod, three trout; Mr. Skirving, five trout, and 
another party several good trout. The loch is teeming with salmon and grilse, and 
once anglers experience more favourable weather good sport is certain to be got. 
The tourist season is briskening.—Locu Awe HoTeEt, 

Ness (INVERNESS).—Hitherto little or no sport has been obtained on this river 
of old renown for its salmon; the cause is probably attributable to the low state of 
the water since the opening of the season. The first salmon of any great weight 
was one landed on Tuesday by Mr. Paterson, New Market, which turned the scales 
at 141b.—J. McC. 8. 

Pass oF MELFORT (NEAR OBAN).—The numerous lochsin the Cuilfail district are 
now giving the utmost satisfaction to anglers. During the past week the following 
parties have enjoyed most excellent sport, a good many baskets being exceptionally 
heavy :—General and the Hon. Mrs. Tower, Rugby; Mrs. Alexander, Glasgow ; 
Messrs. Edmiston, Abercrombie, Hodge, McCord ; Hutchison, Allan Muir and party, 
Glasgow ; R. Roxburgh and party, Pollockshields; J. W. Rea, London; A. C. 
M‘Intyre, Dewsbury; and D. M‘Intyre, Helensburgh. Total catch of trout for the 
week, 1,375.—CUILFAIL HOTEL. 

RUTHVEN LocuH (INVERNESS-SHIRE).—This famous angling loch still retains its 
reputation as such. On the 17th inst. Major Hden, R.A., landed a magnificent trout 
weighing 63lb., being the largest taken this season. Other excellent baskets have 
also been obtained. N.B.—I would recommend your correspondent who wanted 
information regarding the Inverness-shire lochs to spend a day on the above men- 
tioned. It is considered the best in this county. Tickets and full particulars from 
Mr, Macfarlane, Caledonian Hotel, Inverness, who is himself an angler of wide 
experience. For further information regarding lochs in other northern counties I 
would advise him to get a copy of the ‘ Handbook to the Highland Railway,” pub- 
lished by the Northern Chronicle, Inverness, price 1s.—J, McC. 


ERNE AND LouGH MELVIN.—The weather continued wet and stormy all the past 
week, with big black thunder-clouds hanging about, and sport was not up to the 
mark. The following are the particulars for the Erne :—Captain Barry, on the 19th, 
one grilse, 5lb. ; on the 20th, two grilse, 8lb. and 73lb.; on the 21st, one salmon, 
16lb.,and two grilse, 8lb. and 6lb.; on the 23rd, one salmon, 211b., and a grilse of 
8lb. Dr. Ward, on the 19th, two grilse, 741b. and 441b.; on the 20th, two grilse, 
641b each ; on the 21st, two grilse, 8lb, and 71b. ; on the 22nd, three grilse, 71b., 6lb., 
and 34lb. ; on the 23rd, one grilse, 631b. ; on the 24th, two salmon, 28lb, and 19]b., 
and two grilse, 84lb. and 5lb. Captain Fullerton, on the 19th, one grilse, 8lb.; on 
the 20th, one salmon, 211b., and a grilse, 71b.; on the 22nd, one grilse, 731b. ; on the 
23rd, one salmon, 91b., and a grilse of 5lb.; on the 24th, two grilse, 8lb, and 7lb, 
General B., on the 19th, two salmon, 101b. and 91b., and two grilse, 8lb. and 6lb., 
Colonel Manly, on the 19th, one salmon, 114lb., anda grilse of 41b,—M, Roe@avn, jun., 
Ballyshannon, Co, Donegal, 


‘ 
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CASSELL AND COMPANY'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 





Just Published, price £2 2s. 


RexYAL RIVER, The: the Thames, from 


Source to Sea. Illustrated by a Series of Beautiful Engravings from 
Original Designs by the Best Artists. With Descriptive Text by Eminent 
Writers. Royal 4to, 384 pages, with Etching for Frontispiece. 


“Seldom have we met with a more sumptuous and satisfactory volume than ‘The Royal River : 
the Thames, from Source to Sea.’ It traces the Thames from its springs in the Cotswolds down to the 
Nore and the artillery ranges at Sheerness. The engravings, which are for the most part admirably 
executed, form a panorama of unrivalled and characteristic rural beauties on either romantic bank of 
the upper waters ; while lower down we have a display of picturesque historical edifices ; and below 
bridges we are in all the bustle of the busy trading port. We lingeramong the old colleges and chur€hes 
of Oxford; in London we are shown each riverside building that is remarkable, from Lambeth Palace 
to the Tower. The instantaneous photographs are singularly effective—specially those of Henley in 
regatta time and a group of swans; the successive sections are brightly dezcribed by different 
writers; the vignettes, as well as the larger views, will remind most Londoners of many a pleasant 
day and some of the happiest of their summer associations; and .... - it is an invaluable 
guide to ‘The Royal River.’—Times. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and all Booksellers. 





_ Just Published, price 21s, 


PRESHWATER FISHES OF EUROPE, 


The: A History of their Genera, Species, Structure, Habits, and Distribu- 
tion. By Professor H. G. SEELEY, F.R.S., F.G.S., F.ZS., F.LS., F.R.GS. 
Royal 8vo, 448 pp., with 214 Illustrations, cloth, 21s. 


“In this excellent and valuable work the whole of the information that is available, including 
the results of the investigations of the leading Continental ichthyologists, is embodied. The 
illustrations are excellent, plain, clearly-drawn engravings, which give perhaps as gcod an idea 
of the general appearance of the subjects as more pretentious coloured plates. The volume affords 
an admirable and concise account of the various fishes of European waters.’—Pull Mall Gazette. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and all Booksellers, 


HORSE: THE BOOK OF THE. By 
S. SrpNEY, Manager of the Agricultural Hall Horse Show. With 25 Fac- 
Simite CoLOURED PUATES, from Original Paintings, and upwards of 100 

Woop ENGRAVINGS, 31s. 6d. ; or half-morocco, 42s. 

“This is a large subject appropriately treated in a large book—a book not only of the horsa 
thorough-bred, half-bred, and cart-bred, but of everything connected with him; his history in our own 
and other Jands; how to breed him, rear him, and train him; his virtuesand his vices—how to im- 
prove the one and how to correct the other ; how to feed him, groom him, doctor him; how to bit him, 
saddle him, harness him; of the carriages he draws, aud the men and women he carries; how to ride 
him and how to drive him ; how to buy him, and, indirectly, how to sell him.’—Times. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and all Booksellers. 








Cloth, price 31s, 6d.; or half-morocco, £2 2s. 


PovuULTRy, ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF. By 


LEWIS WRIGHT. With Frrry COLOURED PORTRAITS OF PRIZE BIRDS, 
Painted from Life, with numerous WooD ENGRAVINGS. 


“Everybody who has any sort of interest in poultry should buy, and read, and study this really 
wonderful book.”—Birmingham Post, 


%.* Now Ready, a Popular Edition of WRIGHT'S BOOK OF POULTRY 
(unabridged), with Wood Engravings, Complete in One Vol., price 10s. 6d. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and ail Booksellers, 





Complete, in One Volume, demy 4to, cloth, 35s. ; half-morocco, £2 5s. 


De: THE ILLUSTRAT£D BOOK OF THE. 


By Vero SHAw, B.A. With FAc-SImMILE CoLOURED PLATES (Drawn 
_ from Life), and numerous Woop ENGRAVINGS. Embracing a full descrip- 
tion of EVERY KNOWN BREED oF DoG, with the standard by which he can 
be judged, 
“Mr. Shaw, who has written and compilei the work with the assistance of leading breeders, has 
done his work thoroughly and methodically. The numerous coloured illustrations and wood- 


cuts are excellent, and some of the latter, even when they are not after pictures by eminent hands, are 
admirably executed and artistic.”— Times. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and all Booksellers. 





Complete in one Volume, demy 4to, cloth, 31s. 6d. ; half-morocco, £2 2s, 


PIGEONS. THE ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF. 


By Rosert FULTON, assisted by the most Eminent Fanciers. Edited and 
Arranged by Lewis Wricur. Illustrated with Firry Lirn-Like 
COLOURED PLATES, painted by Mr. J. W. LuDLOoW expressly for this 
Work, and with numerous ENGRAVINGS ON WooD, 


*,* Also publishing in Monthly Parts, 6d. 


__ “A work which stands above every other, and will be received by fanciers as their authority. The 
illustrations combine point and accuracy with artistic beauty.”—Journal of Horticulture. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and all Booksellers, 





Complete in One Handsome Volume, demy 4to, price 35s, ; half-morocco, 45s, 
THE ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF 


ANARIES AND CAGE-BIRDS, British 


and Foreign. By W. A. BLAKSTON, W. SWAYSLAND, and AuGusT F, 
WIENER, F.Z.S. With Fifty-six Exquisite Fac-simile Coloured Plates 
from Paintings made expressly for the Work, and numerous Woop 
ENGRAVINGS, 


Also publishing in 6d. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and all Booksellers, 


Monthly Parts, 








Complete in One Handsome Volume, cloth gilt, 3ls. 6d.; or in half-morocco, £2 2s 


DAIRY FARMING. By Pror, £HELDON, assisted 


by Eminent Authorities at Home and Abroad. With 25 CoLouRED 
PLATES specially prepared for the Work, and ORIGINAL Woop ENGRAY- 
INGS, illustrating the various processes employed. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and all Booksellers, 








BOOKS i Holiday Reading, 


Just Published, price 5s, 


By Rosert Louis STEVENSON. 


KIDNAPPED. 


“ Mr. Stevenson’s study of Highland character in ‘ Kidnapped,’ in its strength 
and its weakness, is the best thing of the sort which has been written since ‘ Rob 
Roy,’ if, indeed, it is not better than ‘Rob Roy.—Daily News, 


“The adventures are so continuously thrilling as to preclude the chance of any- 
one laying the book down before the last page is reached.” —St, James's Gazette. 





“TREASURE ISLAND, written for boys, has fascinated a Prime Minister and 


become a classic,” 


New Edition, with Twenty-Five Illustrations and a Map. 


PREASURE ISLAND. A Story of Pirates and the 


Spanish Main. By R. L. STEVENSON, Price ds, 


_ The St. James's Gazette says :—“ Mr. Stevenson is the Defoe of our generation. 
Since the days when ‘Robinson Crusoe’ first delighted English readers, no book of 
adventure has appeared that can pretend to rivalry with the story of ‘Treasure 
Island,’ ” 


John Bull says :—** Treasure Island’ is a real work of art,and at the same 
time so exciting that we are not ashamed to own that we found it difficult, when we 
had once began, to lay it down before the last page was reached,” 





Now Ready, Price ds. 


THE PHANTOM CITY. A Volcanic Romance. By 


WILLIAM WESTALL, Author of “ Ralph Norbreck’s Trust,” “ Red Ryving- 
ton,” &e. 


CONTENTS, 


18.—The Maiden Tribute. 

19.—The Cacique’s Promise. 

20,—A Shock for Cochitemi. 

21.—I Perform an Operation, and 
become a Phantom. 

22.—I am Forewarned, but not Fore- 
armed, 

23.—The Lost are Found, 

24.—The Sacrifice. 

25.—Wildfell wants to Go. 

26.—Suma’s Danger and Ixtil’s Oath, 

27.—The Plot Thickens. 

28.—Ixtil’s Scheme and Cochitemi’s 


1,—Senor Don Domingo. ; 
2.—A Strange Story. 
3.—Gone ! | 
4.—Dominick’s Proposal. 
5.—The Mysterious Peninsula, 
6.—Cornered by a Cayman, 
7.—The First Arrow. | 
8.—My New Recruits. | 
9,—Over the Mountains. 
10.—Lost. | 
11.—Alone. 
12.—In the Rapids. 
13.—Back Again. 








14.—A New Departure. Fall. 
15.—Through the Air. 29.—The Silent River and the Secret 
16.—Phantomland at Last. Passage. 


17.—Ixtil ; Lord of Light. 





22nd Thousand, price 5s, 


KUNG SOLOMON’S MINES. A Thrilling Story 


founded on an African Legend, By H. RIDER HAGGARD, 


The Saturday Review says :—“ We would give many novels, say eight hundred 


(that is about the yearly harvest), for such a book as ‘ King Solomon’s 
Mines,’ ”’ 
The Spectator says :—* The success of Mr, Haggard’s wonderful story, ‘ King 


Solomon’s Mines,’ is not due exclusively to its merits, though these are great, the 
romanc2 being one of the most exsiting of its kind ever published in a modern 
language.” 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, and all Booksellers, 





NOTICH. 


A CLASSIFIED CATALOGUE, giving particulars 


of nearly ONE THOUSAND VoLuMzs, published by Messrs. CASSELL AND 
CoMPANY, ranging in price from 


SIXPENCE TO TWENTY-FIVE GUINEAS, 


will be sent on request post free to any address. 


Cassell and Company, Limited, Ludgate Hill, London, 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 






qe 
el 
S £3 
eg 
5 


wre 





METAL-CER 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Teak RIE Vw 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 

AWARDS. © 


&& 


ACME” LINES 





OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FYELD :— 


“ My experie f the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘ Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. receivin 
Sera eae ee eae ked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another 
L have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They 


put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they loo 
for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“J have used the Improvep ‘AcmE’ LIne last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD 


oF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.” 


Penneli’s Patent ‘‘Whip-Lash’’ Taper Lines (Metal-entred), the Improved “ Acme’’ Lines. The “Indestructible” 
Original Waterproof Sik (orice 1s, 6d. per score yards) and the Finest Gossamer Silk Live-Bait Lines (Is. 3d. per 


score), are solely manufactured by us. 


LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FR#E, 2 STAMPS. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT THE ABOVE TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. 


THE NEW STEEL CENTRED RODS 


Invented by the late David Foster) _ . : 
Have acquired WORLD-WIDE FAME for LIGHTNESS, unequalled STRENGTH, perfection of WORKMANSHIP, and for 


DURABILITY. 


They are recommended by all who use them, 


THE GREAT SUCCESS OF THE ORIGINAL STEEL CENTRED ROD ~— 


Ilas induced unprincipled traders and makers to VICTIMISE the unsuspecting with COUNTERFEIT COPIES. The Original Steeled Rod 
has a stout metallic backbone. To escape piano wire-centred imitations, INVEST IN THE ORIGINAL, which NEVER FAILS 
TO MERIT SATISFACTION. 


Prices—9ft. to 12ft., 45s.; ist Quality, 49s, 


With Centre Winch, 51s. 6d, and 59s. 6d, Weight of 10ft, Rodis 7oz, 


PRICE LISTS, SHOWING PRICES OF RODS, REELS, LINES, FLIES, &c., 2 Stamps. 







D: insets 


Se cl a ed ea SS ed et es 9 i ed 
NEW STEELGENTERED FLY ROD 





So ian ae SS a aoa 





MANUFACTURED BY 


PSHE OVENE ms 











The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Twecdside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





SESE 


Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 














COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
nhee ms ee AA oer PRODUCES, but they confine their 
yusiness solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported, 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Ter at 21 





a 
F : at 2s. 6d., and at 3s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
NR this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 

a ST prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour: 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungeney ; in fact, 

among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 

they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 


respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO, after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannct do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TE A, 
Samples post free on application to COOPHR COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—60, King William-street, London Bridge, E.G. Branch 
noe Gene Boe: Se ae Within, E.C.; 968, Regent- 
cireus, W.; 35, Stran: .C.; 7, Westhourne-gr ff -83 igh 
Mm ee doadcie et ee 


pene openers ee 
| COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 


NEW SKELETON 
— w_ (lj SKELE WINCH SPRING FITTING 










AT ROD END 


NGLAND. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
§, CHURCH PLECE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corkcd Mandles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfeet. 
SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
aad MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOE 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C, 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insnres PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. - 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hoéte 








linner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Ter and coffee at 8.80 o’clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Hvening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 3s. 6d. 
ohh large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French. German. and Ttalian snoken. 


 F. T. WILLIAMS & CO., 


10, GT. QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.-C. 
WILLIAMS'S Celebrated Guinea FLY RODS. | 
WILLIAMS’S Unequalied 30s. SALMON RODS. 
WILLIAPAS’ § Matchless TROUT FLIES, Js. 6d. per dozen, 
WILLILAMS’S improved CAST BOX, jor Carrying Casts 


made up, 6s. 


WILLILAMS'’S PatentFLY BOX, for carrying Flies separate,6s. 


WILLIAMS’S Improved Method of Carrying the Landing 
-.- Net, 10a. 6d. to 25s, 
WILLIAMS’S Patent ROD JOINT FITTING, Most 
perfect Lock Fitting invented. 
WILLIAMS8’S Celebrated “CRYSTAL” ROACH HOOKS, 
10d, per dozen. i 


All Goods Guiranteed of the Best Quality. Satalogue. Post Frea 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DO WN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


| _ (Ra, No, 25,835.) 

H Worn over left shoulder, with 
another band round the waist, 

ij) thereby distributing the weight 

1 |\ equally, and keeping the basket in a 
Jirm position, 

“DESIDERATUM” 


FISHING BASKET. 


(Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
| |MPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


| y, 
|| Weight of Handle complete, about 1202. ; iy 
#) length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. CY 
YY 


=—Y Ub New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


283, WINCHCOMB ST., 


CHELTENHAM, 


Practical Angler, Fly Dresser, and Manufacturer 
of Every Description of Fishing Tackle. 


JAMES OGDEN’S 


NEWLY - INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER. 


REGD. NOV. 18th, 1883. 
This Bait is constructed upon an entirely New and Improved Principle. 
SALMON, 6s. Gd. ; TROUT, 5s. ; SMALLER DO., 3s, 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also Coloured, similar to the Devon Baite, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S 
MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 




































3 











Price One Guinea. 
“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZEITR. 
Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 


All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 


TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. respecting James Ogden’s ‘‘ Multum in Parvo , 
Rod :—* You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which Lam very highly pleased. 1 have been using nothing else for the last 
three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 


praise I have given it.” 
N.B,—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


A SCOTCH TROUT FARM. 


THE 


HOWIETOUN FISHERY, 


STIRLING, N.B. 


All Communications should be addressed to 


J. R. Guy, 


SECRETARY, 


Howietoun Fishery, Stirling, N.6. 
PRICE LIST FOR NEXT SEASON WILL BE ISSUED IN AUGUST 





J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 





GILLETT’S CHLEBRATED WHOLE-C 
RODS, as used by the Editor of the FU tet Sek Stroh aa 
ment, These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod. From 21s. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s, for 25 yards, 


will not kink, 


BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 2in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 3s, 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD'S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and wher} to 
use them, 4s. and 6s. each. 


ESTABLISHED 1853. |r" 








TROUT 
FLIES. 


MRS. LETITIA J. BROCAS, 


A Aironet ar es sei 
ARTIFICIAL FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 

5, Rochester Rew, Victoria Streef, S8.W. 
Near the Army and Navy Stores. 

Mill-street, Hanover-square, W.) 

















(Many years of 4, 








| gad | TROUT AND SALMON FLIES DRESSED may | 
FLIES. to any Pattern. FLIES. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 
GENERAL REMARKS. 

The weather has been so rough and boisterous that some portions of the river 
have been scarcely fishable. The successful character is being developed at Walton 
through Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, of the Swan Hotel, who, on receiving instructions, has 
baited the swims in readiness for the anglers on their arrival the following morning. 
This system has been previously adopted by Mr. G. F. Spencer, of the Chertsey 
Bridge Hotel, and establishes the value of a piscatorial proprietor at a riverside 
hostelry. 

ANGLING RESULTS, 

RicuMonp.—C. Brown, in one day, 91b. of roach and dace, and one barbel. H. 
Wheeler, 101b. of dace. H. Mansell, in one day with Mr. Sheen and friend, 201b. of 
good roach and dace ; and another day, five barbel and 101b. of dace. F, Brown, in 
one day with Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Boalch, 10lb. of dace, and five barbel ; and another 
day, 8lb. of dace, and a trout of 131b., hooked with a worm, and unfortunately died. 
Henry Howard, in three and a half days, about eight dozen of dace, and five barbel. 
Job Brain, in six days, fourteen barbel, and eighteen dozen of roach and dace. 

TWICKENHAM,—Henry Spiers, in three and a half days, fourteen dozen of dace and 
one barbel. John Spong, in five days, about twelve dozen of dace, six bream, and 
three jack. J. Dobbin, in four and a half days, eighteen dozen of dace, three barbel, 
and a couple of bream, Pert Hammerton, in three days, twelve dozen of dace, and 
four barbel. 

‘TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, during the week, has been taking some roach and 
dace ; and Charles Baldwin, in one day, two barbel, and eighteen dace. 

Kineston.—John Johnson, sen., writes :—‘‘ There has been a fine lot of fish caught 
here this week. J. Wilkes has been getting a nice quantity of barbel and chub, the 
best barbel about 71b., and a fair sprinkling of roach and dace. John Johnson, jun , 
has been out nearly every day, and got a great number of barbel and bream ; yester- 
day he caught thirteen bream and four barbel. There has been a fair amount of 
fish taken from the banks; but not so many as usual. The additional water has 
not yet brought the fish to the bank. There are plenty of fish, but some anglers are 
never satisfied—kill, kill is all their cry, and then throw them away.” 

Lone Dirron.—H. Buttery, in three days, twelve barbel, one jack, and twelve 
dozen of roach and dace. 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in four days, fifteen barbel, seven bream, and fifteen 
dozen of roach. Alfred Stroud, in two days, thirteen barbel and twelve chub ; and 
another day, trout-fishing with Mr. Cook, a very handsume fish of 7lb. John Stroud, 
in six days, with Mr. Landerlinden, thirty-one barbel, twelve chub, twenty dozen of 
roach, and three brace of perch, Thomas Strovd, jun., in three days, fifteen barbe!, 
six bream, and fourteen dozen of roach and dace. Messrs. Clarke and sons, for the 
week, sixty-seven barbel (the largest 8}1b.), eleven bream (the largest 631b.), one 
brace of jack, twenty-eight dozen of gudgeon, three chub, and sixteen dozen of 
roach and dace. 

WALTon.—Mr. Wheeldon and Mr, Larkin, in one day, ten barbel, six chub, and one 
bream, Mr. Larkin, in three days, with H. Searle, eighteen barbel, eight chub, anda 
bream of 441b. Mr. Wheeldon, with R. Watford, four barbel, two chub, and one bream. 
Mr. Wilderspin, in one day, 30lb. of bream, Mr. Meyrick and Mr. F. Gale, with 
George Hone, in one day, 401b. of barbel and bream in a swim previously baited by 
Mr. Wheeldon. Mr. Gray, with George Hone, ten bream. Dr. Leaman, with J. 
Smith, some fine roach. Mr. Wood and friend, fishing a swim baited by Mr. Wheel- 
don, a nice take of roach, a few good perch, one eel, and a trout of 2lb, Mr. and 
Mrs. Barrington, with H. Searle, some good barbel and bream. W. Fowler, fishing 
from the landing-stage of the Swan Hotel, two dozen of fineroach. Several bank 
anglers have been getting some fine roach. 

SHEPPERTON.—J. Upsdell, in one day, eight dozen of roach ; and Henry Purdue, 
one barbel and twelve dozen of gudgeon, 


74 


Wrypripcn—H. Curr, one day, six dozen of roach and dace and two barbel ; 
another day, ten brace of perch and three barbel ; another day, three dozen of roach 
and dace and two two barbel ; and another day, 26lb. of barbel, two chub, one eel, 
and a perch of 21b. ; 

Docket? Point.—James Haslett, in one day, five barbel and three chub. 

CHERTSEY... Hackett, in one day, two barbel and two brace of perch ; and 
another day, in one hour and a half, four dozen of gudgeon. J. Poulter, in two 
days, twelve dozen of roach; and W. Wastell, in one day, 161b. of roach and dace. 

Sraines.—John Keene, jun., in seven days, eighty-four barbel, five jack, one 
perch, and thirty dozen of roach and dace; Charles Hone, in one day, six barbel 
and one trout, the latter being put back again, and another day eight barbel. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The river, if possible, has been improved in angling trim by the recent heavy 
rains, which have fallen all up the Thames valley. The water is not coloured, but 
has been so freshened up that fish seem to have got some “go” in them, and are 
feeding so as to content all but the very greediest of anglers. The present sur- 
roundings of Father Thames in all and every direction are beautiful in the extreme, 
and holiday folk might go further and fare worse than in spending their outing on 
the “ banks and braes” of bonny Thames, for there they can, indeed, breathe ozone, 
drink in delicious scencry of land and water, and as anglers possibly follow the 
pleasant occupation which lends a new charm to long stretches of bright, pebbly 
gravel, where dace glitter like bars of silver, and to cool pools bestrewn with water 
lilies and befringed with rushes, beloved of plucky perch and wily chub. Trout 
have for the past week or so been very backward in coming forward ; but this is to 
be accounted for by the disturbance occasioned by the various regattas, and not by a 
paucity of fish. Jack are snugly ensconced in an umbrageous canopy of weeds, and 
can feed themselves almost without wagging a fin from the shoals of dace and roach 
that swim heedlessly into the jaws of death. Roach of good calibre are feeding 
well, and will be best obtained at early morn and dewy eve in clear, shallow swims 
amidthe weeds. Barbel have gone off a bit ; but chub are the coming fish, and will 
now be found to afford fine sport to those who can throw a fly. Moulsford: Mr. 
Clarke, 101b. of roach, one jack, 41b, and a brace of perch, 141b. the pair. Goring: 
Rush, with patron, in two days, five jack, four dozen roach, five dozen gudgeon, and 
a sprinkling of perch. Sonning: Mr. Hughes, in a baited swim, a nice take of 
barbel and one trout; and the following day, another angler, fishing the same 
swim, 60lb, odd of barbel. Wargrave : Crampton, with patrons, some dozen of jack 
up to 41b., besides galore of chub and roach ; Mr. Russell, two jack, 8lb. Henley : 
Mr. Holland, on one occasion, 401b, of chub with the fly Black Palmer; Mr. Marshall 
a handsome show of chub, had with black currants, the swims having been previ- 
ously baited with that fruit. Marlow: Captain Frazer, with D. Brown, a, fine bream, 
going 431b, ‘his is a very unusual take so high up the river. Cookham : These 
pretty waters have been daily affording sport to angling visitors, the best take being 
one by a Mr. Hinton of 311b. of miscellaneous fish. Angling visitors to these excel- 
lent waters should, to prevent disappointment, engage the fishermen Godden or 
Jones beforehand, as they are much in requisition. Maidenhead : Here barbel and 
chub takes are to the fore, and the “rake’s progress ” may be seen in all directions 
under princely Cliveden or near to sombre Bray. Thursday Evening.-— Water in 
best of trims for any and all-round angling. Holiday anglers cannot do better 
than pay the Thames a visit, and give the fish a taste of their steel—MARLOW 
Buzz. 





Thames (Datchet). 

The barbel still continue to bite, but they want waiting for ; and asa young gen- 
tleman said to me the other day, after missing a good few bites, he had heard roach- 
fishing was an art, and he began to think barbel-fishing was, too. The roach are 
biting very well. Out with patron to-day, five barbel, two largest 20lb.; two fish 
10lb. each, The dace have notfed well yet.—G. LUMSDEN. 
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Can be shortened for 
Wading with Trousers. 


Is an excailent Shooting 
& Riding Waterproof. 
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THE “TEST 
FISHING 
BROGUE 


(REGISTERED). 
Rd. 39981. 
Mr. Thomas, writing to the FIsH- 
ING GAZETTE, says :— 
_“ The Test  Brogues are 
simply PERYVECT.- They are the 
best finished and easiest to wear f 
(whilstat the same time giving % 
one a firm footing in the river) 
that I ever used. I cannot praise 
them too highly,” &ec.,%&c, 


a 


Ca 





THE FISHING GAZETTE. 





Jacket 


Entered at Stationers’ Hall. 


p by & ANDER ge 0 i ~ INDIARUBBER AND WATERPROOF MANUFACTURERS, 
j M4 wUily 37 


Jury 31, 1886. | 


Thames (Goring). 


Water good for all sorts of fishing, roach taking very well. My two best days— 
eight dozen of roach, six jack,-and a good lot of gudgeon.—JOHN RUSH, 


Thames (Monkey Island). 


Prospects for fishing are better. Bank anglers did very well on the 25th. There 
have been some very good takes of barbel, roach, and dace. Wilder had a good take 
of 641b. barbel and chub, and the same day, in the same swim, two trout weighing 
6lb. just above Monkey Island Hotel. My son has. had some very good takes this 
last week of roach, barbel, and dace. There are any amount of barbel, but they 
seem to run small. Now and then there is a good fish taken up to 41b. and 5lb, The 
river is teeming with small chub, and I should think in a year or two we shall get 
some good chub-fishing. My son, out yesterday with a gentleman, had a very fair 
day’s barbelling. Had the fish been all weighable, it would have been a very hand- 
some show ; there were some of them over 4lb.—R. PLUMMER, SEN, 


Thames (Windsor). 

Sufficient rain has fallen to keep water in prime order for at least another fort- 
night, and I shall be much disappointed if heavy bags of barbel, chub, and roach 
are not made. Jack also should be had, but itis fullearly for them. A great many 
have been taken lately by the unsportsmanlike method of trailing ; but a nice brace 
were caught last week live-bait fishing. one 71b. 100z., by Mr. George Hughes, from 
Old Windsor weir ; and one, 631b., by Mr. Davy, of Windsor, from Clewer Point, 
who also ran several others, breakiag away with one nothing short of 101b. Barbel 
are biting well, the bags being too numerous to mention ; but worthy of notice are 
eleven fine fish taken by Mr. Dashwood, of Bishop's Farm, and nine by a gentleman 
out with James Gray, as many as twenty-seven barbel, one trout, and two perch 
being had from another swim in one day prepared for your obedient servant.— 
B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

The Ancholme is in capital colour above Harlem Hill Lock; but, as one 
approaches Brigg, the water is a little too discoloured for great things. I visited 
Galham with a brother and son yesterday, and took three small pike and a few small 
perch, My friends stuck to the eels and perch, taking a total of about twenty, all 
small. Owing to the recent running down of the waters for repairs, the fish do not 
yet seem to have returned to the upper parts—at least, the larger ones. Good 
sport is being had at Riverhead. A youth took a pike of 41b. the other day, and a 
large number of perch. A pikeof 15lb. was taken on the Ancholme about a week 


ago.—THOMAS Forp, . 
Chichester. 


The heavy rains on the 25th have much clouded the waters in this district. Those 
who were out on that day met with but a drenching for their pains. A few good 
roach haye been taken from the Ouse and Adur ; and at Selham good sport has been 
had among the dace. Chichester Canalis in good trim ; bream have fed fairly well. 
Mr. Canawery informs me he had a good catch at the Basin a few days since, taking 
35lb. of bream, several up to 23lb., with gentles as bait. Whether the gentleman 
is trying to keep pace with drawers of the long bow, I cannot say ; I give the state- 
ment as I received it. The weather at present is changeable, cold winds with 
showers.—GEORGE F, SALTER, 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

The weather and water are in first-rate condition, and have been during the whole 
of this week. Some good sport has been had in consequence. Mr. Bullock, of 
Derby (maker of the Derky Killer), took seven brace of trout from the Dove, near 
Dove Dale, on Saturday last, with the bait alluded to. Other takes are reported of 
similar calibre from other lengths, both preserved and otherwise. Mr. Gibb, fishing 
last week below Rocester, had moderate sport, considering the low and clear state of 
the water, A dish of five brace of. good fish were taken near Mayfield on Thursday 





LEATHER LINED 


FISHING 
Boors 


REQUIRE NO DRESSING, 


ALWAYS REMAIH 
SOFT AND PLIABLE. 


WATERPROOFS 


Punt 
Fishing. 


Fishing » 
Rod Cases. 


“BROGUES AND WATERPROOPFS.—Most anglers have found 
out sooner or later the danger arising from the gradual disappear- 
ance of the spikes or hobs by which foothold upon slippery boulders 
is maintained. The ‘Test’ fishing brogues, registered by Ander- 
son, Anderson, and Anderson, of Queen Victoria-street, admirably 
meet the requirement by having the nails clenched by a special 
process. The brogues are made of the best Scotch hide through- 
out, but the sole is built up of solid leather and prepared felt, firmly 
rubbered together, ‘so that it is one solid piece, and cannot he 
softened by immersion in water for any length of time. In every 
detail the workmanship warrauts confidence in a maximum of wear, 
The angler’s waterproof, which draggles in. the stream when wading, 
which clings tightly to the shoulders, and which allows the rain to 
trickle up the arms, is a delusion anda snare. Anderson’s Im- 
proved “ Buckland” fishing jackets are designed to remove these 
causes of irritation. They are made 33in.,, 35in., and 37in. long, and 
_& though intended to come over the tops of fishing boots or stock= 
ASF ings, can be shortened into a mere jacket for wading with trousers, 

and the pockets are placed so asto be free for use when shortened. 
They are thoroughly ventilated, have inner elastic euffs in the 
sleeves, s'orm-proof fly,and are light.”— The Field, April 3, 1886. 
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fishing from the bank, weight exactly 40lb, He also had several nice roach and 


with the minnow. The “pearl” bait has been, with the Derby Trout Killer and 

Devon, the best baits used. Some large-sized trout have been taken here and there 

from the brooks hereabouts. One of these, the Kenmore, has been poisoned for a 

short distance above Sturston Mill. One mile above this some score of brace of 

fish, mostly trout, were picked up dead after the miscreants had done the deadly 

work,—FosteR Bros., Ashbourne. s : 
Eden (Carlisle). 

There has been nothing but bait-fishing during the week. Numbers of anglers 
have been out in the Association waters below Carlisle with the hope of getting a 
dish of whitings. But these tasty little fish have not yet arrived in force, and four or 
five in a basket were as many as could be raised. ‘They are just about due, and will 
probably “run” as soon as the river gets low. On Saturday afternoon Mr. Slater 
had a nice dish, including a sea-trout; and on Tuesday Mr. W. Routledge caught 
111b. at Lazonby, and the same day Mr. T. Parkins had 201b. near Low House. There 
is still a nice run of fish from the Solway, which are selling freely in Carlisle at 
10d. per pound,—SILVER GREY. 

Esk (Cumberland). C 

Since the recent rains the river has been in good condition, and some capital 
baskets of sea-trout have been obtained.—W, 


Esk (Whitby). 

The long-needed rain has come at last ; for two days and nights rain has fallen in- 
cessantly, and in such quantities as not only to relieve the parched lands, but to fill 
the river and its estuaries. An immense flood is coming down the river Esk at the 
time of writing —J, J. J. 


: _. Ilfracombe. : 
Sea-fishing.—The weather still continues fine, and the fishing good.—H, Commr. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both streams low ; little fishing done. In the evening fish sport well; good trout 
and grayling caught. The Pinsley is low; little fishing done in it lately.— 


GWYNNE. 
Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in good order now, and the bottom of the river free from weeds, for 
they have been cutting them all along past Rye House, and there have been some 
nice fish taken these last few days——WmM. COWELL. 

Leicester, i 

The number of anglers out this week has not been excessive. This may be at- 
tributed to the closeness of the August Bank Holiday, which, in this town, has 
assumed huge proportions, a great many of the large firms closing the whole week. 


Medway (Maidstone). 

The river here is in excellent order for every description of angling. Some good 
catches have been made, and several passable baskets of fish can be seen almost any 
evening. The chub are coming on well to the fly—EpGar S, SHRUBSOLE. 

Ouse (Brandon, Norfolk). ; 

Last week, in my report, I said, What more could I say respecting this water 
every week? But the last week, with gentle and boiled wheat, the roach have been 
more on the feed. I cannot alter wind or weather, but if it keeps as it is to-night, 
I can recommend any angler to come and fish this free water. I have just seen 
sixty beauties grassed to-day, all roach. Take train to Littleport Station, then 
three miles walk. Free waters by going to Mr. Heath’s Ship Hotel, bream, roach, 
perch, chub, and pike are to be had. Not twenty yards from the hotel door I 
caught bream, this week, up to 33lb.—J. O, GEORGE, 


Ordnance Fishery (Sewardstone). 


The fish are now in fine condition here ; some fine baskets have been taken, one 
a great boon to anglers here,—J.C. T. 

: Reservoir (Elstree). 

Since last report we have run a great deal of water, which has pulled the fish out 
of the weeds a little ; the water is still running, and there have been some very good 
catches of roach and perch this last fortnight, some of them weighing Ilb. each ; 
there have not been many jack taken at present; some were caught on the 27th 
weighing 43lb. No tench at present ; but if the water keeps running a little longer 
have good hopes they will be on the feed once again. Perch and roach are taking 
gentles and red worms ; jack are taking roach and dace as bait.—G, CHmsHmR. 

Taw (North Devon). 

The salmon peal have been very plentiful but not large this week ; salmon are 
also coming in—fish about 101lb. Trout fishing has not been very good ; but just one 
day after the raina gentleman got a good catch in the Bray, and another in the 
Yeo, near Barnstaple. Iam told for a fact, one of the gentlemen of the board of 
conservators was seen turning a mill stream out, and took many dozen trout, with 
clothes on, in the stream, both small and large, Good man for conserving fish, and 
qualified to be called a gentleman !—Rusty GAME. 

Teme (Ludlow). ’ 

The water still keeps low ; but in good order for angling during the evening, the 
fish rising well. But few anglers out lately. The flies on are the Silver Twisted 
Blue, Red Spinner, and Pale Blue. The Corye, Ony, Clun, and Ledwyche are all 
very low ; little fishing in either streams this week.—S. LuDLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

But few anglers have been out this week ; but those that have been have taken 
some good-sized grayling and trout, The fish have risen freely at the fly ;a few fish 
taken with the maggot. The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are all very low ; but few 
visitors to them.—WORCESTER. 

Trent (Nottingham). ' 

A temporary rise has been experienced in this district during the week, but owing 
to the unsettled state of the weather anglers have scarcely been so numerousas usual, 
—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 

Since my last report, some very good takes of barbel and other scale fish have 
been made at Weston and Shardlow, Mr. Wood being especially busy, having a good 
basket mostdays. Yesterday he had ten barbel, best fish 741b., having killed several 
over that weight this season. Other anglers had good takes of roach with wheat. 
In the Shardlow length on Saturday, Mr. Leake had a splendid basket of barbel, 
two Derby anglers being equally successful. Myself,a jack, 641b., and yesterday 
two barbel, 33ib,and43lb, Another angler had a bag full of dace and chub with 
fly. Mr. J. H, Baker, on Saturday last, at Holme Pierrepoint, took twelve barbel 


bream.—A. W, 


Trent (Alrewas). 


Sport continues very good, and although the river has 
coloured, good samples of fish have been taken, particularly barbel. 


been high and slightly 
One good jack, 


sealing 91b., has been captured. Nothing much has been done with the fly, although 


grayling have been rising freely.—ANon. 
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ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
In consequence of Bank Holiday the next meeting of the committee will take 
place on Monday, August 9th, at 8.30 p.m.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 10s, 6d, 
from the donation box of the Dalston Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 25th inst, twenty-six members were out for seven valuable prizes, to be 


fished for in the Rye House water. 


I L Sixteen members weighed-in, the following 
being the winners :—lst,8. Cole; 2nd, J. 
5th, A. Hattemore ; 6th, W. Pledger ; 7th, W. Gardner, 


Jevans ; 3rd, A. Pollard ; 4th, M. High ; 


The next outing for prizes 


will take place on August 8th. The locality isnot yet arranged,—R. GHURNEY, sec, 
[Several River and CLuB ReEporTS are unavoidably crowded out. | 
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The SWAN” HOTEL,|LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 


WALTON-ON-THAMES. 


Proprietor, J. P, WHEELDON, Jate 
Angling Editor of “ Bell’s Life in 
London” and “* Land and Water.” 


Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately 
facing one of the best angling reaches of 
the Thames. Splendid TROUT-FISHING 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish 
being known to lie in Walton reach and 
the celebrated “deeps.”’ Punis, fishermen, 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice. Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house having been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 
from top to bottom. The Proprietor 
desires to make his house “an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire to learn the 
many mysteries of the ‘contemplative 
man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all 
styles and varieties of angling, and espe- 
cially in the little known practice of cast- 
ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 


ROAGH AND BREAN 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 
CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous,” 
—Angler's Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp, 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


Barle Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 34 miles, from Dulver- 
ton Bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing, Salmon come up about May. Tickets: 
Day, 1s.; Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s.; Season, 10s, 6d. 
An additional 10s, 6d. for Salmon Fishing. Tickets 
can be obtained at “ Lion and Lamb Hotels” and 
“Carnarvon Arms,” Good Hotels and Private 
Lodgings. Plenty of free Fishing near, iu Hxe and 
Barle. Further information of 


J. H, BERE, Hon. Sec., 
|) DULVERTON. (>) ) 
O BE SOLD. — FISHING PUNT, 
nearly new ; Sculls, Rye pecks, &e. 
£6.—Apply, ““POCOCK,” The Angler's 
Hotel, TEDDINGTON. 











LYNDALE HOTEL and 
FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 


FIRST-CLASS FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 
and under the same management. 

Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
sceneries in the North of Devon, with about 20 
miles of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 
mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 
Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams. 
Permission for Fishing can be obtained at the 
Hotels. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 
position of Hotels. 


WM: BEVAN, Proprietor. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 

iL WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
aoat their wants known through the medium 
0 e 

Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


WANSTEAD, ESSEX, 
FISHING TO LET. 


; Limited number of Subscribers required for fish= 
ing in Hight Acres of Strictly Preserved Water 
known as the “Basin,” plentifully stocked with 
Tench, Carp, Roach, Pike, and Hels, 

‘Twenty Minutes from Fenchurch-street and 
Liverpool-street Stations. For terms apply to 

J. W. SIMMONS, 
62, WELLESLEY Roap, WANSTEAD. 


Stamp for reply. 


TROUT FISHING. 


Five miles water of Right Hon, Earl of 
Carnarvon (Exe and Barle), free to 
Anglers staying at 
CARNARVON ARMS HOTEL, 
DULVERTON STATION. 


Fine bracing air, wild scenery 
billiards, tennis, Five hours from London 


To Fishermen and Others, 


Very good ACCOMMODATION for Fisher- 
men can be had at Mr. WOOD’S, Anchor 
Inn, Hartford, HUNTINGDON, where 
splendid Pike, Perch, Roach, and Bream 
can be caught. N.B.—About Twenty 
Minutes’ Walk from any railway station 
in Huntingdon. 


AELOG LAKE HOTEL, TY-CROES, 

near HOLYHEAD.—Excellent Trout-Fish- 

ing in Lakes and Rivers close to the above; also 

Sea-Bathing and Fishing (sea close to hotel). Hx- 

tensive Shootings. Boats in Lakes and Sea. Splendid 

Billiard Room newly opened, Lawn Tennis, Terms 
most moderate.—Apply, Proprietor. 











Established 
490 Yeara. 





Sole Inventors of the 


MANCHESTER 


MANUFACTURED BY THE COTTON AND SILK LINE SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER, 


16-PLAIT ENAMEL WATERPROOF WIRE CENTRE LINE for Salmon and Trout. 





LINES. 





Spun 
Direct from 
Raw Material. 





As Tested Fourteen Years ago by FRANCIS FRANCIS, Esq., Capt. SPENCER VANSITTART, Capt. DUNBAR, &c, 


ALSO THE 
ONLY PERFECT 


TAPER SALMON AND TROUT LINES sancem’ wat? exincirce. 


These Taper Lines are used by all noted anglers on all noted waters, and recommended for long, fine cast, no splash, switching, and casting against wind. Warranted 


to remain strong after five years’ use, and re-dress equal to new at a nominal cost. 
the world. Hard cable waterproof, hook-resisting landing nets. 


All faulty lines replaced with new ones, 


Hundreds of Testimonials that these Lines are not only the best, but the cheapest in 
Used and recommended by the Right Honourable Earl Ducie, 


Earl of Mars, Lord Stormont, His Grace the Duke of Argyle, Duke of Athole, Duke of St, Albans, Duke of Marlborough, Marquis of Lansdown, Sir Wm. Elliott, Capt. 


Spencer Vansittart, and hundreds of the first Anglers of the day, 
TWINE-SPINNING COMPANY,” MANCHESTER. 


- 


As our samples are of som: value, two stamps must be sent with application —Address, “ COTTON 
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Lake district, amidst unrivalled scenery. In the 
Heathcot, near Aberdeen, N.B. 


neighbouchood are many places of interest, such 
asRob Roy's Cave, the Islands on Loch Lomond, 

The Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 
privilege of Preserved Salmon ani Trout Fishing 


on some of which are the remains of feudal strong- 

holds, and within a few yards of the Hotel, Inver- 
Free over more than a mile of the far-famed River 
Dee (both sides of the river), which runs through 


spaid Falls, rendered famous by Wordsworthin 
his Poem “Toa Highland Girl.” Coaches to and 

the estate of Heathcot. In the constructing, furnish- 

ing, and surroundings of the house no expense has 


from Loch Katrine, in connection with all the 

sailings of the Steamers there, to and from the 
been spared to secure the comfort and convenience 
of Patientsand Visitors. Particu'ars as to terms, 


Trossachs. Lawn Tennis, Boats, Billiards, &c. 
Trout Fishing on the Loch free. Parties boarded 

&c., can be had from Dr. STEWART, Resident 

Superintendent, Heathcot. 


IMPERIAL HOTEL, 


ROBWRT BLAIR, Proprietor. 
INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

ABERDEEN. 
Personally patronised by the Royal Family. 


Highland Railway Co,’s 
STATION HOTHL, 
The “IMPERIAL” is close to the Railway Sta- 
tion, and within easy access of the fishings on the 


rivers Dee and Don. IN VERNESS, 


PATRONISED BY THE ROYAL FAMILY, 
CHARSES VERY MODERATE. 
EDWARD CRSARI, Manager. 


Invergarry  {otel, 


(“CHARMING RESO 'T.”) 


Now open as rebuilt and enlarged. 
Superior Accommodation and_ perfect 
quietness. Very beautiful Highland 
scenery. Reasonable charges. Reduced 
Tariff for Boarders for a week or longer. 
Excellent Trout and Ferox-Fishing. Boats 
free. Lawn Tennis. Post Horses. Drives 
to scenes of interest and pleasure parties 
arranged. Route, per Steamer to Cullochy 
Locks, Caledonian Canal, Hotel close by. 
Post and Telegraph Offices at hand. 
JOHN McINNES, Lessee. 

















































Gentlemen are boarded during the Season. 


Trout, Pike, and Perch Fishing. 


RITCHIE’S COMMERCIAL HOTEL, 
DINNET, DEESIDE. 


Unrivalled Mountain Scenery and Bracing Air. 
Points of interest at hand—Rob Roy's Cave, 
King Malcolm Canmore’s Hunting Seat, Morven 
of Snow, Glen Tanar, 

Parties boarded by the week or month. 


FORBESAR&MS HOTEL, 
BRIDGE OF ALFORD, 


ABERDEENSHIRE, NB. 


J. MITCHELL - : Lessee. 


Visitors to the above Hotel have the privilege of 
salmon and trout-fishing free over three miles of 
the river Don. For size and quality of trout the 
Don is well known to be one of the best rivers in 
Scotland, and on this section of the river good 
anglers might fairly calculate on securing baskets 
of from 20 to 251b. daily. The Hotel has undergone 
a thorough renovation, and is now replete with 
every comfort, combined with strictly moderate 
charges. Conveyances to and fromthe water when 
desired. Particulars as to terms, &c., on applica- 
tion to the lessee. 


_ ARGYLLSHIRE. 
DALMALLY HOTEL, GLENORCHY 


Parties staying at the Dalmally Hotel can have 
prcellent SALMON FISHING on the river ORCHY 
ree, 


Loch Awe Hotel 


(Under the same Management). 


Excellent TROUT FISHING on LOCH AWE 
free. Experienced boatmen kept. Boats towed by 
steam-launch to the best fishing ground on the 
Loch, 


OCH AWE—FREE TROUT, 
SALMON, and SALMO-FEROX FISHING 
on LOCH AWE.—TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, North 
Portsonachan. First-class Hotel for Families and 
Anglers, close to Loch Awe at Portsonachan, half 
an hour’s sail from Loch Awe Station, and one 
hour’s drive from Taynuilt Station. Replete with 
every convenience, Is the nearest first-class Hotel 
to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven Trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers call at the Hotel Pier. Baths. Good 
Boats. Best Fishing Tackle. Post Horses. 
Families Boarded, Lawn Tennis. 
A. and A, MUNRO. 


CALASAIG INN, Island of Colonsay, 
DONALD M’NEILL is now ready to receive 
his Summer Visitors. His charges are strictly 
moderate. A run to this Island will be. the 
happiest recollection in a man’s terrestrial career. 
Colonsay, in the Atlantic, is one of the most westerly 
of the Argyllshire Islands; has the purest atmo- 
sphese and mildest climate inthe West of Scotland; 
its scenery is beautiful and varied. Numerous 
sandy beaches and pools for Sea Bathing. Its 
grand gigantic cliffs, in front of which the Sea 
Gulls, Cormorants, and Hider Ducks float and 
scream continually in countless thousands ; its 
pure yellow sandy beaches—some a mile wide—on 
which the never-ceasing Atlantic swell tumbles 
in and expends itself in white foam all over itssur- 
face ; its endless and extensive Caves, are sights 
that should be seen, Boats for Sailing and Sea 
Fishing kept. Parties staying at the Inn have 
permission, free of charge, to tish Trout on one of 
the Lochs, on which boats are kept. Connected 
with Colonsay during four hours at‘low water is 
the Island of Oronsay, on which are ancient and 
extensive buildings erected by &t. Columba, being 
Lis first on arrival in Scotland. The Oronsay Cross 
is the finest specimen of early Christian seulpture 
in the West Highlands, Conveyances kept. 
Route.—To and from Glasgow, Oban, Iona, and 
Islay direct weekly. 


SCOTCH TACKLE FOR SCOTCH WATERS, 


Anglers visiting Scotland are respectfully informed 
that J. D. DOUGALL and Sons, of Glasgow (estab- 
lished there A.D. 1760), haye opened at their London 
Honse, Bennett - street (St. James’s~street), a 
department for the supply of their, celebrated 
SCOTCH RODS for Salmon and Trout Fishing ; 
where also can be seen the genuine American Split- 
Cane Rods, of which they were the first intro- 
ducers, in 1872, from the United States, 











_ PERTHSHIRE. 
ABERFELDY. 


BREADALBAN: ARMs 
HOTEL. 


Visitors staying at the Breadalbane Arms 
haye Salmon and Trout-Fishing on the 
Tay,and Trout-Fishing on Loch-na-Craig, 
with use of Boat, Free. 


ALEXANDER NICOL, Lessee. 


\ peice 2 ARMS HOTEL, SPIT- 
TAL OF GLENSHEE.—This Hotel is now 
open for the Season, It is situated in the heart of 
the Grampians, about half-way between Braemar, 
Blairgowrie, and Pitlochry. Anglers, Botanists, 
and Tourists will find every comfort combined 
with Moderate charges. Parties staying at the 
Hotel can have excellent Trout Fishing in Loch- 
Na-Nean and Loch Vrotacban; aso in the Shee 
and tributories (for account see Sportsman's Guide). 
Coaches to and from Braemar, Blairgowrie, and 
Dunkeld daily during July, August, and September. 
Postal Passenger Car to and from Blairgowrie 
daily. Fare 4s, Posting in all its Departments. 
JOHN BURNETT, Proprietor. 


ROSS-SHIRE. 
STATION HOTEL, STROME FERRY, N.B. 


Terminus, Dingwall and Skye Railway. 
SEASON, MAY TO OCTOBER. 


Magnificent Fcenery and first-rate trout-fishing 
Visitors at this Hotel have the privilege of fishing 
several lochs splendidly stocked with very fine 
trout. Boats and boatmen for the salt-water fish- 
ing in Loch Carron. Use of Rods and Lines Free, 
Many varieties of fish caught. Good Shooting let 
by the week or month at a moderate charge. Sea 
bathing. Table d’héte on arrival of trains and 
steamers. Posting. Excursions. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
Sutherland Arms Hotel, 


Lairg, Sutherlandshire. 


J. A. BUTTERS, late of the Sligachan Hotel, 
Skye, has taken a lease of this comfortable Hotel. 
It is pleasantly situated close to 


Loch Shin, 


on which Boats are kept for the use of visitors, who 
have the privilege of fishing on it and other lochs. 
Flies kept in stock. Post and Telegraph Office at 
the Door. 



































POSTING. 
*BUS MEETS TRAINS. 


FEROX AND TROUT FISHING FKEE. 
OVERSCAIG HOTEL, Sutherlandshire 


Situated on the shore of Loch Shin, amid scenery 
of the loveliest description in the Northern 
Highlands, is a favourite resort for Anglers, 
Tourists, and Valetudinarians. The angling on 
several Lochs, including Merkland, Griam, and 
Shin is first rate. Fisn caught from May to 
October—Trout from 2lb. to 4ib., and #e7ox from 
8lb. to 12lb. See Guide Books. Good Boats and 
Boatmen on all the Lochs, Everything done to 
insure the comfort of Visitors. Daily Mail. Pos:- 
ing. Parties Boarded by the week or month. 
Route—by rail to Lairg, 











SHOOTING! FISHING ! SEA BATHING! 


The Lochinver Hotel, 
Sutherlandshire, 


So long and favourably known, has been consider- 
ably enlarged, and the whole newly furnished. 
Salt water, hotand cold freshwater baths. SHOOT- 
ING and SALMON FISHING by agreement. Trout 
Fishing, unsurpassed in Scotland, on over Forty 
Lochs, Free by staying at the Hotel. Fourteen 
Boats for the use of my guests. Steady boatmen and 
gillies. Daily mail. Telegraph office and resident 
doctor next door. Board, per week, £3 3s. Attend- 
ance, 10s. 6d. Route—By D. McBrayne’s steamers, 
almost daily in the season, to the Hotel Pier, Loch- 
inver, or by rail to Lairg Station, Highland Rail- 
way, thence per Mail Car. 
JOHN DUNNET, Lessee. 


INVERSHIN HOTEL, 
SUTHERLAND 


(KENNETH MACKAY, Proprietor), 


Situated on the shore of the Kyle of Sutherland, 
amid scenery of the loveliest description, is a first- 
rate fishivg centre. Fishing on the Lochs for 
Trout, and Sea Trout-fishing in the Kyle, FREE. 
No charge for boats. Posting. Excursions ar- 
ranged. Pike fishing. Special Tariff for Anglers 
from July to end of October. One minute’s walk 
from Invershin Station, Highland Railway. Salt- 
water Fishing and Bathing. 


LOCH_AWD SALMON 
FISHING. 
Forsinard Hotel, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

This comfortable Hotel, now a favourite resort 
of Anglers, is within fishing distance of a number 
of famous Lochs, including BADEN LOCH, Loch 
NA-SEALG, and Loch COORACH. 


BOATS FREE. 
HOTEL CHARGES MODERATE. 


Telegraph address— Hotel Forsinard.” 


MELVICH HOTEL 


REAY HOTEL, 
SUTHERLAND. 


Parties staying at the above Hotels can have 
splendid Trout Fishing in upwards of twelve of 
the fivest lochs in Sutherland Free of Charge, and 
within Drivable Distance. Boats kept. Also 
excellent Sea-Fishing and Bathing Reautitul 
Scenery. Route, by Highland Railway to Thurso 
or Forsinard, 


POSTING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 


ANGUS MORRISON 
(Late of Forsinard), PROPRIETOR. 








ALTNACEALGAGH HOTEL 


SUTHERLANDSHIR®S. is situated in the 
centre of one of the best Trout-fishing distri.ts. Six 
boats kept on the different loc'is fur the convenience 
of fishers. A Daily Mail Car fr +m Lairg to Lochinver 
between which places the inn is abont mid vay, 
passes the door. There are two steamers from 
Glasgow to Lochinver three times a week. To 
real lovers of trout-fishing this quiet spot requires 
only to be known to be appreciated. There is 
accommodation for nine or ten, — uitable flies kept 
in stock, 
For particulars apply to 


CATHERINE A. McDONALD, 
Altnacealgach, Lairg, N.B. 


WILLIAM GARDEN, 


GUNMAKER, 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER, 


122:, UNION ST., ABERDEEN. 


Large stock of Salmon, Trout, and 
Loch Flies to choose from. Ammunition 
ofevery description. Special quotations 
for a quantity. Cash with order. Guns, 
Fishing-Rods, and Reels repaired or 
made to order. 


FLIES DRESSED TO PATTERN. 


KENNARD'S 
MARVELLOUS 


SPINNER BAIT 


Isthe MOST FATAL EVER INVENTED. 
Jack, Perch, Trout. Chub attack it 
grandly, Mr. K. captured over 200 in 8 
days Jast month. Number should now 
betrebled. 7d. and 10d each, yost free, 
with instructions. 

KENNARD, Ballarat House, Margate. 


THE THAMES BOATING GUIDE, 


SHOWING DISTANCES BETWEEN HACH 
LOCK, &¢., with Cautions Against Accideuts, by 


HENRY ALLNUTT, 


Secretary to the National Footpath 
Preservation Society. 
“Every frequenter of the river shonld have one 
of these boating guides.”—Lant and Water. 
London : 42, Essex Street, Strand, London, W.C. 
Price SIXPENCE, 

















THE 
PATENT 





SOLESKIN 
PHANTOM, 


Made from the real skin of the sole, are now much improved in shape and durability 
They were the best killing baits during last season. 


Sold by all the principal Tackle Makers throughout the Country, and the trade 


only supplied by 


M. CARSWELL & CO., GLASGOW. 


THE ONLY MAKERS 


AND PATENTEES. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 


J. W. MARTIA 


(the 


“Trent Otter”), Wholesale, Retail, and Export Fishing Rod, Reel, and 


Tackle Manufucturer, 


24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, Notts. 


Salmon and Trout Rods of best quality : Not ingham Reels madejon the premises by new improved and 


accurate machinery. Special attention piven to the famous Nottingham Rods aud Tackle. 
Forty per cent, saved by baying of a practical fisherman 


Catalogues sent post free to any adress. 
and direct from the workshop. 


Descriptive 





ALL, WHO REQUIRE 


GOOD - PRINTING, 
STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 
PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICHS, &e., &c., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 


2, Grocers’ Hall Court, 


OULTON BROAD FISHERY 
LOWESTOFT 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk Fisheries 
Act). 

Be car aera ry HOTEL, Mutford Bridge. 

Beautifully situated. G. MASON, Proprietor. 

Bstablished nearly a century. Boats 2s., full bait 


1s., men 4s. per day. Terms for stopping visitors | 


on application, Gravel and sandy soil. 


Poultry, London, E C. 


TROUT FISHING! TROUT FISHING ! 
ONLY 16 MILES FROM LONDON. 
1} Miles of Water, well stocked and pre= 
served. Free to Visitors stopping at the 
LION HOTEL, FARNINGHAM. 


Under new management. French Chef. First$ 
class Wines, Moderate Tariff. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE.—Excursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver- 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, &c, Fares, 33,, 1s. 9d., 1s. 6d. 

For full particulars see Bills. 

London, August, 188¢. 





WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


TOBA CCOoOs. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE, 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


MISSION TO DEEP-SEA FISHERMEN, 


The Offices of the Mission have been Removed to 
7 181, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Sir FDWARD BIRKBECK, Bart., M.P., Vice-President. 


’ 


C. S. READ, Esq., Chairman of Finance Committee. 
E. J. MATHER, Esq., Director. 














The spiritual and philanthropic effort organised in 1881 on 
s| behalf of the thousands of Smacksmen who, with very brief 
intervals of rest, are engaged all the year round in the Deep- 
ES === Sea Trawling Fleets has, by the blessing of Almighty God, 

proved of the utmost value. Six Mission Vessels are cruis- 
ing amongst the North Sea Trawling Fleets. 12,000 smacksmen are engaged all the 
year round in providing our tables with fish. These men, who for us toil through 
furious blast and sleety storm—who hazard their lives and fall victims, hundreds of 
them, to the pitiless waves, that markets at home may be well supplied—may rightly 
claim some small share in the privileges we so richly enjoy and so highly prize. 

THIS THEY CAN ONLY HAVE THROUGH THE 
PRESENCE OF THE MISSION VESSELS 

Carrying to the fishermen the message of Divine mercy and pardoning love, bringing 
the pleasure of books to while away the weary hours, affording relief in case of sick- 
ness and injury, and cheering and brightening dull and monotonous lives by their 
presence and ministry. The Director will gladly attend drawing-rooms and other 
meetings to tell the story of the interesting work and exhibit his Dissolying Views. 


Gifts of Books, Tracts, and Periodicals are most acceptable. 'Thedemand for Mittens 
and Mufilers being very great, the Director will send samples to any ladies willing to 
assist in supplying them. FUNDS are GREATLY NEEDED to enable the Mission 
to place a Vessel with each of the 12 Fleets. 

N.B.—The Offices were removed to the present address in December last. Attention to the 
change will save much trouble, time, and expense tothe Mission. 


a a BS ES 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith, Uale:s 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith ang 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


and the Provinces, 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 




















For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d 
» Six Months ” ” ” ” ” OM4 
» Three Months ,, = of = cn Pee 2 8 

To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE: 


188, Fleet-street, London, 
TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 7 1886. 














SOME ETHICS OF ANGLING. 


By CoTswoup Isys, M.A. 
(Author of “ An Angler’s Strange Experiences.”) 


BY common consent angling is “the gentle art.” How is it that 
such an epithet has come to be thus universally applied to it? Is it 
because tne pursuit itself isso quiet and noiseless, and all the delicate 
apparatus of it so opposed to all violence? Or is it that it naturally 
engenders and cultivates a gentle and amiable disposition in its 


SSS eS 


vctaries? Both these reasons, no doubt, have contributed to the 
genesis of the epithet. Nor can it be doubted that some of the most 
beautiful virtues and graces that can adorn human character are developed and 
strengthened by this particular recreation. We might show this in regard to 
Hope, Cheerfulness, and even Courage ; but we will confine ourselves now to 
Patience. The patience of anglers is certainly proverbial ; and angling and 
patience are almost regarded as synonymous terms. Is this because there is no 
art that more tries and exercises this grace ? Or is it because those who practice 
it really excel in it? Here, again, I think we may say that both reasons may 
help to explain the fact. If an angler’s patience is very much tried, and he can 
still pursue his art in spite of all those trials, then it is pretty certain that he can 
hardly continue an impatient man, and, consequently, must excel in the opposite 
virtue. If he were not patient, we do not think he could long continue to 
practice this art, and it is certain he never could possibly become a proficient in 
it. Given, therefore, a persevering and proficient angler, and you have a man 
who must be characterised, to a considerable degree, by this lovely grace. 
For really we know no kind of art—certainly no kind of sport—that does 


more seriously try patience. We do not wonder that people gener- 
ally affect to admire our patience (though we are always aware 
that there is a latent sneer at our folly under the admiration), 


for certainly there is a vast deal to exercise it, and much more than 
even those who pity us have any idea of. Their idea of our trials is chiefly 
this, that we have often to wait so long fora bite! But, bless their innocent 
hearts, they would pity us or laugh at us, as the case may be, ten times more if 
they knew the manifold other trials to which our patience is subjected. What 
other sport has so many trials of patience in regard to weather? Birds can be 
got at in almost all weather, and foxes, too, except in deep snow, and weather 
rarely stops the fowler or the huntsman. But fancy the trial to patience of 
rising early to go a distance to a nice trout stream, and finding it blowing half a 
gale from due east! Or of going the journey, and, when you get to the stream, 
finding a gale from the nor’ard suddenly spring up! Or, if the weather be fine, 
of discovering just as you have put your rod together that you have left your 
reel or your fly-book behind! Or of finding the fish rising well, and, just as 
you are putting up, beholding a cargo of weeds coming down the water, indi- 
cating that some floodgates have been opened above, and that your chance of 
getting a rise now is over for at least two hours, and probably for the day! 
Such trials are positively endless. A week or two ago, for example, I went to 
a river some distance off for some dace fly-fishing, and J found the water being 
drawn off on account of some repairs to the locks, and all the fish were in such 
a state of fright that no art could get them up from the bottom, or from among 
the weeds. Nota chance for that day. A week after I went to the same place 
again, thinking the locks would all be repaired by that time. So they were, and 
the water was there ; but not a sign of a rise or of a fish. How was that ? That 
very day they were letting the water in/ and that, of course, created such a 
commotion that not a fish would stir to look at anything till that mysterious 
state of affairs should be over, which would not be that day ! 

But not to dwell on the many adversities of this kind, what a 
vast number of little and big trials vex patience, even when weather 
is fair and matters are pretty favourable! There is a nice fish rising 
some twenty yards off —rising well, too, and I should say a big fish 
by thering. I must let out my line some yards, and I shallgethim. There, 
now, that will about do; I shall get him. Bah! just that cast that was so 
nicely measured for him has been stopped behind by that beastly long grass ; 
and while I go to release it, he has seen my movement and is gone. Now, if I 
can suffer that meekly, and bless that grass when I catch hold of it, and let off 
the explosive matter that I feel rising in my corrupt heart in any other word 
than ene that begins with D, I think Patience must have had her perfect 
work, and I think, after such self-conquest, my wife may venture to give me 
cold potatoes for dinner without trembling for the consequences. In this way, 
you see, my patience is exercised and strengthened. ‘ But what if the explosive 
matter does go off in a word that begins with D?” Yes, I know your libellous 
suggestion ; but so it may, and yet be not what you suggest. For instance, I 
have a friend who always lets off such steam (for it cannot but generate, ex- 
cept, perhaps, in an angel, and angels do not angle—I suppose), by exclaiming 
in Welsh, “No English” (Dim Sassenach)! Another who does so by quoting 
the first line of the song, “ Strike the light and gay guitar.” While another is 
effusive with “ Dean Swift.” Anyway, don’t swear! That is not only un- 
christian, but ungentlemanly, and wholly destructive of the angler’s character- 
istic grace. Cultivate self-control in these little things, and you will be able to 
exercise it in greater things. But, to me, the greatest of all trials of patience, 
and even of moral courage, is that terrible ordeal of entering the home wicket- 
gate and meeting the eager inquiry of the wife and children, “ Well, what 
sport?” with an empty creel. I have always tried to “screw my courage to 
the sticking-point ” for that dread moment. For I know well that, in spite of 
all their loving hero-worship of Pater, when they listen to his account of the 
hopeless character of the day they will still lack that implicit faith which is 
the evidence of things not visible. i 

[‘‘ Dim Sassenach!” is not bad ; but to those who object to give vent to their feelings 
in a natural manner, and think that “dim” is not so good, or so bad, as “damn,” 
we recommend a recipe given by the World some years ago—viz., ‘ Godfrey Daniel’s 
Blast and Furnace Works!” It ought to relieve anybody’s feelings, and yet is as 
innocent as “‘ Mary had a little lamb.” —Ep. | 





STRAY NOTES ON OLD FISHING MAXIMS. 
By BASIL FIELD. 


I.—“* FINE AND FAR OFF.” 


“With stuff so fine and smooth,” 
Ae TIMON OF ATHENS.”) 
Diet ar off lies your power?” 
aaa A ie (“Ricwarp II.”) 
“ FINE and far off” is perhaps the most popular text whereon our 
modern piscatorial professors love to descant. Verily, they spare 
not the rod! With a heavy hand do they cast at our heads this 
well-worn line of Cotton that has done duty for over 200 years. 
“Fish fine” by all means, say I; but “far off” only when you 
cannot creep nearer without being seen by the trout you are stalk- 
ing. It is, doubtless, of immense advantage to he able when neces- 
sary to throw a long line lightly ; but many anglers, following in 
letter rather than spirit the dictum of old Izaak’s scholar (or “son 
and servant,” as he quaintly described himself) habitually fish with 
a line longer than is needed. 
I fear that those professors who have approvingly quoted the maxim without 
explanatory qualification or reference to the context are partly to blame for the 
prevalence of this pernicious habit. 
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When Charles Cotton said, “T'o fish fine and far off is the first and principal 
rule for trout angling,” we must bear in mind that he had just explained that 
the line should be “longer by a yard and a half, or sometimes two yards, than 
your rod.” Not very tall casting this, according to modern views, although the 
rod might-be five or six yards long, “ and longer,” he tells us, “it ought not to 
be if you intend to fish at ease.” 

It would, of course, be absurd to contend that the length of line considered 
sufficient in 1675 would be any criterion in 1868, when the tiniest troutling boasts 
a fair knowledge of artificial entomology ; but I seriously think that more fish 
are pricked and broken at the hands of all but the most finished artists by 
reason of over-long casting than from any other cause. 

Avery long cast of necessity means more or less “belly” in the line ; and 
few of those who can make the cast have the combined quickness and lightness 
of wrist needful to fix the steel without breaking either gut or hold. ‘ Fine 
and far” has, however, been beaten so fine and carried so far that I shall seek 
to refine it no farther. Indeed, an irreverent scoffer, who by some questionable 
means has obtained access to my notebook, has here written in pencil : errhe 
above may be proverbially summed up as follows :— Trout vient @ qui sait 
attendre, and ‘You may throw farther and Fario worse. And now you may 
pass to your next catchwords !” 


TI.—“ Dreger anp SLow.” 
” 


(“RicHarp III.”) 


“ Upon these secrets of the deep 


“Wisely, but slow.” 
(“ROMEO AND JULIET.”) 


After this wanton outrage on the feelings of a serious angler, I turn with 
relief to the consideration of an adage, the very text whereof should be a rebuke 
to shallow jesters. And first let me record my conviction that there is no one 
golden rule as to working or not working one’s flies in salmon-fishing. In lakes, 
of course, some motion must be given to the fly. In some rivers, at particular 
seasons of the year and under certain conditions of light, wind, and water, nothing 
seems so attractive to the fish as a fly agitated in its diagonal course across the 
stream by a series of sharp, short jerks rapidly repeated. Under other conditions 
a few slow, long drags administered when the fly has completed its orbit, and the 
line is parallel to the run of the water, is more efficacious ; while at times the 
most killing plan is simply to let the fly drift round at its own sweet will, vexed 
in its placid course by neither jerk nor draw. 

‘All these methods of working or resting the fly have their appropriate times 
and seasons; but the two last are alone consistent with the maxim, ‘‘ deep and 
slow,” or “fish deep,” as it is sometimes expressed. The formule are in effect 
identical, for if you wish your fly to sink you must of necessity fish slowly, un- 
less, indeed, you have bitten a shot or two on to your casting-line—a practice I 
never adopt myself, save when casting against a gale of wind ; but one that I 
am credibly informed is at times not without its attendant advantages, albeit 
some hypercritical purists do consider it in some sort savouring of the pot. 

And now for the rationale of fishing deep. Those who, on Tay or other big 
rivers, where boat-fishing is de rigewr, have had much experience in ‘ haling” 
must have observed that nearly two out of every three fish that take hold of the 
fly do so at, orvery nearly at, the turn of the boat. I say take hold advisedly, 
for the fish here, as a rule, take the fly when it is all but stationary and well 
under water, and the rises are, consequently, not so visible as the-swirl of a 
salmon in mid-stream dashing at a fly as it is dragged diagonally across the 
current near the surface of the water. 

There can, I think, be little doubt that the frequency of rises at these par- 
ticular movements is due to the fact that the fly is then fishing deeper and 
moving more slowly than at any other time during its zigzag course down the 
river. Fish that are too lazy, or too suspicious to break at a fly moving rapidly 
near the surface, will often follow it slowly, watching it keenly from below ; 
and when it sinks and is at rest, will inspect it more closely. Should the fly 
show an inclination to rise and depart before Mr. Salar has completed his 
examination—the latter is apt to take forcible means to detain the object of his 
curiosity, and then is the biter bit. Should the fly, however, remain too long at 
rest, the salmon will often strike it or lift it with his nose, as a dog tosses a bit 
of biscuit, sometimes repeating the operation several times, and with a majestic 
wave of his broad tail, turn in scorn, and slowly fin his way to his resting-place. 

This I have seen more than once from the vantage ground of a high rock 
overhanging one of the best pools on the Guul at Guuldalen, near Trondhjem, 
and once from the Chain Bridge at Kerney’s Commander, near Betiws Newydd, 
on the Usk. Again, I have lately suffered from neuritis in the left shoulder, 
and have been strictly enjoined not to fish. The exceptionally bright, sunny 
weather that prevailed for a fortnight or more at the end of April and the begin- 
ning of May tempted me to inspect a salmon pass that was being erected on the 
Test, near Romsey. The water was fairly high, but abnormally clear and 
bright even for the Test, and the blazing sun had driven out of the resting-pools 
te streams such fish as had not run up to the shady pools in Broadlands 

ark. 

Not a fin was to be seen; not a break in the water. An experienced Tay 
fisherman had been conscientiously flogging the water for ten days, and had 


only caught one fish. The keeper had tried the Garden Fly and the Pale Lemon, 
or “Palyemon,” as it is more properly called (a most useful lure, of which I give 
the dressing in a note*), but all in vain. 

My neuritis meanwhile developed new and alarming symptoms, induced no 
doubt by my remaining too long by the river. I became restless -and excited. 
A violent itching of the palms supervened, from which I could get no relief, 
save by tightly clutching the butt of a rod. I go into these personal details as 
some of my readers may be similarly afflicted. If so, they will be glad to 
know of this simple remedy, that acted like a charm. 

Taking a double-handed trout-rod that I could manage with one hand, using 
the other only as a rest or fulcrum for the butt, and despising all doctors — 
other than Silver Doctors—I mounted a very small fly, sparely dressed on 
double hooks of extra thick wire, and caught three salmon, besides losing 
another (while the keeper was absent) through being unable, with only one 
sound arm, successfully to manipulate both rod and gaff at the same time. 

Why did these fish, that had earlier in the long spell of bright weather, and, 
therefore, under more fayourable conditions, persistently refuse to rise, take my 
fly in that blazing sunshine? Simply because I was obliged to rest at the end 
of every cast to ease my crippled arm, and thus the heavy double hooks had 
time to sink the fly. These salmon, one and all, followed the fly out of the 
stream into the slack water under the bank from which I was casting, and there, 
like Mamillius, in ‘A Winter's Tale,”— 

i eee i | tookitdceplys, 
Fasten’d and fix’d,” ; ‘ - 





_* The Palvemon Serratus is usually dressed as follows ; Boil in hotiwater with a 
little salt, The Palyemon is in some localities known as the Prawn, 
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Three out of thefour did not seize it until I began to raise my rod-point, in 
order to get the fly well on the surface before making a fresh cast. Does this 
not illustrate and enforce my text? It may be urged, per contra, that in the 
hottest weather, when fish seek the shelter of high, overhanging banks, sport 
may often be obtained by dragging a fly backwards and forwards over their 
heads on the actual surface of the water, the fly being only partially immersed, 
as it is moved to and fro. 

A short line must, of course, be used for this purpose, and very little of the 
rod should extend over the water. If a fish takes, mind the reel-line is all clear, 
and raise the point of the rod immediately, or the top joint will inevitably be 
smashed against the bank by the sudden downward plunge of the fish before 
the strain on the line is sufficient to overcome the vis inertie of the reel and to 
set it in motion. A Nottingham reel is best for this “ fiddling business,” which, 
after all, can hardly be called fly-fishing, and is legitimate only in rivers running 
from south to north, or, in other words, when the fish are always looking 
towards the sun. In all other rivers, during the finest, brightest, and hottest 
weather, when the water is as clear as crystal and unruffled by the faintest breath 
of wind, I still put my faith in fine gut, very small bright flies or grubs tied on 
heavy double hooks, and, more than all, in fishing Deep and Slow. 
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FISHING FOR POLLACK. 
Bye" EeaG aes 
(Continued from page 2.) 

WueEn you have bought your bait-box, get a carpenter to make you one to the 
pattern, but of a large size; if it isa yard long it will not matter, as you will 
not have to carry it about. These store boxes are most required in places where 
the best worm grounds do not uncover at all tides. Of course, only residents 
by the sea would care to have them, but the small sizes even the casual visitor 
should have ; they do not take up much room, and may be filled with other 
things when travelling. When you are not going to use the boxes, well wash 
them with fresh water, and then thoroughly dry them (in the sun, if possible) 
before putting them away ; they will then be perfectly sweet when you want 
to use them again. A stinking, mildewy box will soon kill rag worms. Mr. 
Wilcocks recommends the worms kept in stock to be put in layers between the 
leaves of the sea lettuce; this grows on stones at the mouths of rivers, and is 
otherwise called the “ green laver.” Where you can get this perfectly fresh it 
is a very good thing, but do not pick the dead or partially decayed leaves ; wet 
it before you put the worms in it. The white worms are to be kept the samo 
way as the red, but are not, I think, quite so easily preserved. The lug worm— 
which is something like a big caterpillar with a tail stuck on to it, which looks 
as if it had got there by mistake—is found in the same places as the rag worms ; 
but it is of little value as a whiffing bait, being clumsy-looking and stiff in the 
water. If you get any never put them with the rags, for if they are injured 
their blood will kill the others, being of a fetid and acrid nature. The latter 
quality you will soon find ont if you handle a cut one when you have any 
scratches on your fingers. I once got some in my eye, and shall not forget it as 
long as I live. 

If you are compelled by circumstances to dig your own bait, the best tool, if 
the mud is stiff, is a five-grained steel dung-fork ; in soft mud or sand, use a 
spade, with the blade square at the bottom. Those heart-shaped shovels they use 
in the West of England and in Wales are no use, as they only bring up the top 
of the mud, and not the bottom, where the worms are. Here note that it is 
best to dig as soon as the tide leaves the place, as they will then be nearer the 
surface ; as that dries, or they feel the heat of the sun, they descend to a greater 
depth ; but you seldom have to go btlow Yin. or a foot. If in a place where 
no one ever tries for them, look out for the sort of ground mentioned in my 
last ; or if you see any large worm casts somewhat like those of the garden lob, 
try there. These casts are made by the lugs, and the rags are generally close to 
them, though not always, for I know some places where a foot of sand or more 
overlies the mud, and the lugs only are to be found. However, I hope none of 
my readers will have to go ‘a-diggin’ for wums.” I think itis Mr. Pennell 
who says that ‘“‘a man who can manage eel-spearing may aspire to getting five 
shillings a day as a nayvy” ; and I am sure the same remark applies to worm- 
ing. I would rather row twelve hours than dig one, I know one man who 
says he is fond of it ; but I always class him with another eccentric, who once 
gravely informed me that feeding pigs was a most delightful amusement. 

I will presume that the worms are obtained, and now comes the question of 
the best way to use them. The usual and the least effective plan 
is to put them on a rather small-sized hook of the ordinary sea- 
fishing kind that is covered with tin. I do not care about these tinned 
hooks for pollack-fishing—I think they show too much ; besides, the quality of 
the steel, from the very low price they are sold at, cannot be expected to be first 
class ; therefore, I recommend the use of Limerick, black and of stout wire, 
running from salmon to sea-trout size. Get the best you can, and the difference 
in cost will be only a few shillings in the course of the season. There is rothiug 
more annoying than to lose a good fish through the hook snapping or drawing 
out straight, which will continually happen with the common ones ; besides, the 
river hooks have much finer points, which makes it easier to get the worms on. 
You had better not whip or (as it is more correct to say of things used at sea) 
seize the gut to the hook, but prepare it as the Nottingham barbel ones are 
done—that is, seize a small loop of double or treble gut or snooding to the hook, 
and varnish the seizing with shellac dissolved in methylated spirit ; this dries 
very quickly, and resists sea-water better than anything. The gut may then be 
attached to this loop in any way you think best ; another one on the end of the 
gut will perhaps do as well as anything. Remember to tie all gut loops on Mr. 
Pennell’s plan ; it is much the strongest knot, and lies, as sailors say, “ snugger ” 
than any other I have ever seen. His Buffer Knot, too, should always be 
used on the fly-cast for sea-fishing, as the droppers can be looped on between 
the knots, and will not then chafe the gut. 

The next plan is to use a Baby over the hook. ‘This is far better, and when 
the water is at all discoloured, or the day dark, almost as good as any ; but 
Hearder’s Jim Crow is better. ‘Lhis, as before mentioned, is made from a strip 
of red or white rubber tied on the head of the hook, and a small spinner like a* 
Baby running on the gut over it ; these, with a good bunch of rag worms on 
the hook, are splendid baits. I sometimes vary these by cutting a dagger-shaped 
piece from an old black tobacco pouch, and substituting it for the other rubber. 
Here note that old pouches come in very handy if you make your own baits ; 
the red ones, when they have had a lot of wear, are good, as they assimilate in 
colour to the red rag worm, which is really not a true red but a reddish brown, 
and sometimes of a kind of dirty green. These I don’t like at all ; they always 
look as if, as the old women say, they “ enjoyed very bad health.” 

The next, and the best of all, is made as follows : Get a piece of rubber tubing 
insize such as is used for babies’ feeding-bottles, but of a cheaper quality (it can 
be got at any of the shops where they sell rubber goods, or in the country any 
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ironmonger will order it for you—it is very cheap, about 3d.a yard) ; then cutoff 
a piece jin. to }in. over the length of your hook, take a diagonal cut at one end 
with the scissors, and when this is done the appearance will be that of a quill 
when the first cut has been made in commencing to make a pen—or, perhaps, to 
make it clearer, it should look like the tail of one of the red rubber spinning 
eels; at the other end, which will be the head, cut out two 
small bits, which will enable you better to fasten it on the hook, 
and give the bait a more finished appearance; then, having fastened the loop, of 
whatever material it may be, and left about din. of the thread or silk hanging at 
the head of the hook after fastening-off securely, pass the rubber tube on to the 
hook, letting the head of the hook pass in at the tail end, which is the most 
simple way, though, with the perversity innate in human nature, I have observed 
that most people try to do it by putting the point of the hook in at the top,and 
then try to work it through the tube, as they would bait a worm for fresh-water 
fishing. Having got the tube into proper position, with the head just reaching 
to the top of the hook, turn it so that the sliced part at the tail shall be down- 
wards, and then seize the head down tightly to the hook. I should have 
mentioned before, that after having fastened-off the thread, it should have been 
brought back about a sixteenth of an inch towards the bend of the hook, and 
then passed through one of the nicks, which should be of that length ; then, by 
working up to the head and finishing-off neatly the head will be nicely tapered, 
in consequence of the pieces cut out being wider at the top. The rubber should 
lie quite straight on the hook, as it is not required to spin, as if it did when 
using it with fine silk snooding it would either unlay it, or, if not that, cause 
fearful fouls when hauling in to the boat. I hope I have made a clear explana- 
tion of the mode of manufacturing this most valuable adjunct to the rag worm ; 
it is the best bait I have ever met with. This is no invention of mine ; the same- 
shaped bait was brought out many years ago by Mr. Hearder, of Plymouth, and 
was, in fact, the first rubber bait made. It was, if I remember rightly, meant 
for bass-fishing with a rod ; but when the spinning eels came out it was quite 
driven out of the field. The first man I saw use it with rag worms was John 
Middleton, of Budleigh Salterton, who is by far the best pollack-fisher I ever 
met with. Of course, others may have used it with worms ; but I should not 
think the inventor did, as he never mentioned the fact in his catalogues or 
letters to the Feld, as far as I can recollect. 

However, even if Mr. Hearder did not know what an important adjunct the 
rag worm was, to him alone is the credit of inventing the rubber bait. These 
baits should be made of three different colours—red, white, and black—and the 
tail may be varied in shape, either left as it is after the first cut, or slit once or 
twice. Sometimes I have tried them in the following shape :—Take a piece of 
rubber tube fin. longer than the hook ; do not take a slice off the end, but cut 
it straight across ; then make a slit’up it from the lower end, as far as the bend 
of the hook, and tie it onas before. This slit is to save trouble, as it is a difficult 
job to work the hook up through the tube, and bring it out in the exact position. 
To finish the bait, make a lot of cuts with the scissors up as far as the bend of 
the hook, and then the rubber will present a fringed appearance. These little 
tails, though being all the same length, give it hardly a good appearance ; so 
take the scissors again, and cut a little off some of them and leave others ; so that 
they are of irregular lengths. : 

When the fish are in a nibbling humour I think this is the best one to 
use. The little tails have some resemblance to rag worms, and when they have 
tasted the real article they will generally follow on by trying to swallow the 
rubber, and so get hooked. Now, as to the quantity of worms to put on this 
bait. It depends entirely on the size of the rags, and also the size of the fish. 
Where the pollack are of a fair size you may use any number from three to 
eight ; where very large ones are, have a large hook and as many worms as 
you can get on it—‘‘the bigger the bait the bigger the fish.” When the 
little fish are only to be expected, one or two worms and a small hook 
will do the most execution—a small-sized sea-trout hook is the best. Here note 
to always have a small, fine file with you, and keep the hook points as sharp as 
possible. This much facilitates baiting the worm, to say nothing about hooking 
the fish. Do not file the points too long and thin, or they will break off if they 
come in contact with a bone. I have tried triangles instead of single hooks, but 
cannot say that I found them any better, and they are much more likely to be 
broken off in extracting them from the fishes’ mouths. There have been several 
attempts to improve on this bait by putting tinsel on the body, using a Baby 
over it, or sometimes tying two little cut rubber bands in at the head ; but there 
is nothing better than the plain pattern. Occasionally I make a bait as follows, and 
have found it answer wellif towed on an unleaded line when the fish are on or near 
the surface. Bass will also take it :—Take a good-sized Limerick hook, and 
make on it a body of scarlet wool, with ribbing of silver or gold tinsel ; the tail, 
a piece of feather the same colour as body ; tie in two short bits of Berlin wool 
about jin. long at the head to serve as legs, and bait the hook with rag worms or 
the biggest soldier worm you can get. If you have this out when using the 
other lines, have a bobber stick about 6ft. long at the stern of the boat—you can 
wedge it into the place for the mizzenmast with a thole-pin ; but it is best to 
have a little brass clamp for the purpose. When you get a fish of any size on 
this line, your companion had better haul in the others, or a foul of the first 
magnitude will be the result. This line can be the same as before recommended 
for using near the shore, with silk snooding on it. 


(To be continued.) 





SEVEN FLIES FOR THE SUTHERLANDSHIRE LOCHS. 
By, W. Murpoou. 


LAST week I promised to describe the seven flies which, in my 
opinion, and from personal experience, form the best range, and 
provide the most complete change, for the trout in the lochs fished 
from Loch Inver, Inchnadamph, Altnacealgach, Lairg, Invershin 
(Portinleck), Overscaig, Forsinard, and Melvich—hotels in Suther- 
landshire. 

There were twenty-four patterns, which I, and a gentleman who accompanied 
me, fished with for over a fortnight. My choice, for variety and usefulness, 


rests with the following seven, which, named pretty nearly in their killing order 
~—at least, as we found them—are :— 


1, ZuLv.—Tag, silver tinsel ; tail, scarlet silk or scarlet wool ; body, black 
floss ; ribbed, silver tinsel ; black Spanish hen hackle (as full, flobby, and glossy- 
green hued as possibly can be obtained) from tag to head. 

2. THE GREEN (about as good as the Zulu, and first-rate for sea-trout).— 
Tag, gold twist ; tail, a topping ; body, bright green mohair and hackle to match ; 
ribbed, oval gold tinsel ; wings, dark brown mallard. 


-. 8. Tur Craret.—Tag, silver twist and yellow silk floss; tail, a topping ; 


body, bright claret mohair ; hackle, claret majenta ; ribbed, oval gold tinsel ; 
wings, dark brown mallard. 

4, THE ORANGE AND BustarD.—Tag, silver twist ; medium orange mohair 
body ; ribbed, oval silver tinsel ; red cock hackle ; bustard wings. 

5. THE SCARLET AND TEAL.—Tag, gold twist ; tail, fibres of mallard ; body, 
scarlet mohair ; ribbed, oval gold tinsel; hackle, red cock ; wings, distinctly 
marked teal. 

6. Tur Wuite-Tre.—Tail, a topping ; body, two turns yellow mohair, the 
rest black mohair ; ribbed, oval silver twist; hackle, black cock ; wings, 
white-tip. 

7. Toe HeatHerR Motu.—Tail, fibres of mallard ; body, mouse mohair ; 
ribbed, oval silver tinsel ; grey hen hackle, full in the lists, from tail to head. 

All these flies ought to be fat—that is, they ought to be well picked out in 
the body. 

Although the Heather Moth is the last-mentioned fly, it is one that ought 
always to be on the cast, as when nothing else is taking it will sometimes lure 
E many as three or four trout in succession. This, at least, is my experience 
of it. ' 

I recommend three sizes of irons—viz., No. 6 and 8 sproat, and No. 8 round- 
bend. There is an intermediate size between the larger and the smaller sproat 
and between the smaller sproat and the round-bend. Mr. Garden, 1224, Union- 
street, Aberdeen, supplies the above-noticed patterns ; but I think that from the 
description given anyone will be able to have them properly dressed on whatever 
kind of irons is thought best. There may be better patterns than those which 
I have described, but I did not chance to come across them in the course of my 
tour. Anglers are welcome to the descriptions if they consider a few good 
patterns better than a confusing multitude. 





DERWENT FISHERY BOARD. 


Tue quarterly meeting of the members of the Derwent Fishery Board was held 
at the Court House, Cockermouth, on Saturday. There were present—Mr. T. S. 
Dodgson (Chairman), Mr. J. Crozier, the Riddings; Mr. G. 8. Wilson, 
Broughton ; Mr. J. Wilson, Lorton; Mr. R. Adair, Workington ; Mr. R. 
Mitchell, jun., Cockermouth ; and Mr. T. C. Burn (secretary). 


REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR. 

On the 15th of May, Mr. Berrington, Inspector of Salmon Fisheries, made an 
inspection of the passes in the Derwent, and his report was submitted. He 
reported on the first pass at the Lower Weir at Salmon Hall, and recommended 
what would be most suitable to erect. He approved of the restoration of the 
Yearl Weir, near Workington, providing a proper fish pass was made. He also 
condemned as obstructions the Weir at Keswick, near Greta Bridge, and a small 
weir in the Cocker, erected by Mr. John Bowr, cooper. At the entrance to the 
canal at Barefoot, he recommended that a grating to prevent fish getting in should 
be set _up, and also one at the outlet to prevent them going up canal. It was 
also pointed out that the sawmill above Keswick destroyed large numbers of fish 
by the sawdust that was put into the river. With regard to the pollution of the 
rivers, he referred to the alleged pollution by the Lead Mining Company at 
Threlkud, and from the coal wastings at the Camerton and William pits. 


THe Sarmon Haur WEIR. 

The Secretary reported that he had consulted Mr. Vickers, Cockermouth, 
with respect to cost of erection of fish pass in the Lower Coop, as recommended 
by Mr. Berrington, and found it could be erected for £5. Most of the members 
of the Board were of opinion that the pass was absolutely unnecessary, though 
they were willing to do something by way of carrying out the recommendation 
of the Home Office. Mr. Adair pointed out that it was only when there was a 
heavy water that fish would attempt to take that portion of the weir, and if the 
draw-gate of the old coop of the river were lifted up at timesit would be quite 
sufficient to meet all that was necessary. He had no doubt that Lord Lonsdale, 
through his agent, would allow their bailiff to lift the draw-gate when neces- 
sary ; this would obviate the expenditure necessary for the erection of a fish 
pass, Mr. Crozier seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


THe YEARL WEIR. ; 
Plans of the proposed restoration of the Yearl Weir were submitted. They 
showed that proper facilities for the fish to pass up the river were provided, The 
plans were approved by the Home Office, and were now agreed to. 


Banx’s WEIR. 

The obstruction by the weir near Greta Bridge, Keswick (Bank’s Weir); and 
reported upon by Mr. Berrington, was considered. This, however, was erected 
before the passing of the Fishery Acts, and the Board had no power to interfere 
with it. Ifit were ever rebuilt they could see that a proper pass were con- 
structed. The chairman said that in that case they could do nothing unless 
Providence were kind enough to wash the weir away. 


THE WEIR IN THE COCKER. 3 

The owner had promised to give a written guarantee at any time he might be 
required to put in a pass to the satisfaction of the Home Office ; this was con- 
sidered all that was necessary. A copy of the guarantee would be sent to the 
Home Office. 

THE CANAL AT BAREFOOT. 

Mr. Wilson and Mr, Adair were appointed to see what would.be the best 
means to carry out the inspectors’ recommhendations for the prevention of fish 
getting into the canal which goes through the Barefoot Works, and to report to 
the Board. 

Tue PoOLLUTIONS. 

The same two gentlemen, with the secretary, were appointed to report upon 
the alleged pollution of the Derwent by the Camerton and William collieries ; 
and the secretary was to ask Mr. Philipson (the owner) to discontinue putting 
sawdust into the Greta. With regard to the Threlkeld Mining Company, it was 
decided to let the matter stand over till it was seen what course for the preven- 
tion of the pollution of the river the company would adopt. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

The secretary reported that along with Mr. Warwick (Clerk to the Local 
Board), Mr. Murray (Engineer to the Waterworks) he had made an inspection 
of the in-take chamber of the Workington Water Supply. There were no fish 
whatever. A letter was also read from the Home Office as to the transference 
from the Home Office to the Board of Trade of matters relating to fisheries. 
Mr. Berrington would be inspector. J. W. 


RE SERINE si Ba VERO es 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectiully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 28, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to,—(ADYT.) 
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NOTES. 


We hope none of our readers will be deterred by its title from reading the 
charming idyl, “A Lay Sermon,” which we publish this week. The Council of 
the Society for the Prevention of River Pollution ought to circulate it as a 
leaflet. 

* * ae * oF 

At our suggestion, Mr. W. Murdoch has fully described the seven loch-trout 

flies which, on his recent angling trip in Sutherlandshire, he found killed best 
out of twenty-four flies carefully selected from many good sources. He has 
them dressed by Mr. Garden, Fishing-tackle Maker, Aberdeen, on a No. 6 sproat 
hook—one of the most sensible hooks ever invented. Mr. Garden always keeps 
a stock of Mr. Murdoch’s seven killers. 

* * * * * 


Mr. Murdoch’s description of the Ythan, which we published some time ago, 
should be studied by anglers in search of sea-trout fishing, who would also do 
well to write to Mr. Ritchie, Undy Arms Hotel, Newburgh, Aberdeenshire. 
Anglers staying at this hotel have the privilege of fishing some of the best sea- 
trout water in Aberdeenshire. 

London anglers who may think of visiting the Ouse in the neighbourhood of 
Offord should take care not to fish in private water. John Peake, a labourer, 
was last week fined 20s. and 18s. 6d. expenses for using a spinning bait in that 
part of the Ouse which is in the parish of Offord Cluney, said fishery having 
been let by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for fifteen years from the 25th of 
March, 1872, to Mr. Priestly and the Rev. E. C. Holt. The defendant admitted 
he was fishing, but thought it hard that no one could take a few fish from the 
river because it was “always running.” This is the most extraordinary reason 
we have heard yet for fishing a private water. 

* * * * % 


Of all kinds of fly-fishing, good sea-trout fishing is one of the most enjoyable. 
Many of our readers are now looking up their sea-trout flies. They should not 
forget the Wickham, dressed on a No. 6 hook, and if they get a few ‘“Stokers” 
from Mr. James Ogden, 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, we venture to say 
they will not regret doing so. The Stoker (invented by Mr. Fred Yates) is a 
Palmer, dressed thus: Body, ruby-frosted tinselled chenille ; hackle, a fiery 
claret coch-a-bondhu. If you hold this fly up to the light the hackle assumes a 
most brilliant transparent amber and red colour, which, combined with the 
lively working of the points, must prove most attractive. 

% & % S ES 


Messrs. J. Gillett and Son, 40, Fetter-lane, London, send us a dozen round- 
bend barbel hooks on excellent stained gut. This is the hook used by Mr. Alfred 
Mackrill, one of the best amateur Thames fishermen living. Indeed, these are 
part of a lot specially tied for him by Messrs. Gillett. He has them mounted 
on drawn gut and also on fine undrawn gut. We can recommend this hook to 
all who use the leger. 

aS ae as te a3 

Our correspondent who wanted to know last week if an eel had anything to do 
with the riots in Holland had some reason for his query. For some time past 
there have been a large number of revolutionists in Amsterdam, and the prohi- 
bition of an ancient custom, which we may term eel-baiting, was made the occa- 
sion of an outbreak. For centuries it has been the habit of the worthy burghers 
of Amsterdam to collect once a year on the banks of the river and watch the 
efforts of numbers cf the younger generation to hold an eel which was suspended 
above them by a string. The sport was doubtless cruel, but not so cruel as 
what has taken place in consequence, partly, of its prohibition, Many of the 
arrested and wounded rioters were found to be armed with loaded revolvers, so 
that it would appear that the suppression of the eel-baiting was more a pretext 
for, than the cause of, the riots. 4 

* * i * * 

A memorandum on English fisheries, signed by the Duke of Argyll and many 
of the leading scientific men of the day, has recently been circulated. Its chief 
object is to point out the best mode in which scientific knowledge can be made 
useful to English fishermen. It is by far the most thorough and important docu- 
ment of the kind that has ever been issued. Its object, we take it, is to induce 
the Government to form a Fishery Department, and to indicate the best manner 
in which it can be constituted. The administration of our marine and fresh- 
water fisheries, says the memorandum, should be based upon thorough or scien- 
tific knowledge of all that relates to them, and the department should consist of 
a chief scientific authority, a staff of six working naturalists, and clerks. 

* * * * * 


While we concur in the main with the suggestions contained in the memo- 
randum, we must confess that it is somewhat ominous to find practical men 
altogether left out in the cold. Scientists are too apt to ignore facts if they 
cannot fit them with theories, and in the same way practical men frequently put 
no faith in theories which are not fully borne out by facts. In a Fishery Depart- 
ment scientific men and practical fishermen are required to balance one another. 
Only a few months ago one of the lights of the scientific world was Inspector 
of Fisheries for England and Wales, and even he was far from being a success 
in that position. We doubt, however, if Professor Huxley was able to give suffi- 
cient time to his duties. If he had remained in office longer he might in time 
have seen the incorrectness of some of his theories, and have become a model 
inspector. But it takes a long time for a very clever man to find out his own 


mistakes. 
* * * * * 


A correspondent writes that pike are rapidly increasing in the Henley district. 
In an hour's paternostering he had ten runs from small jack, only one of which 
was sizeable. Baby jack are being caught by dozens by the trailers just now. 
Those who take an interest in the preservation of the Thames must be rather 
puzzled whether they ought to encourage the jack or not. It certainly seems 
folly to breed trout and yet preserve jack. 


a ae at He st 


A Hicu Fissway.—lInspector Rogers‘informs us that both shad and alewives 
have successfully passed through his fishways over the falls at Magaguadavic 
River at St. George, N.B. It will be remembered that he built his patent fish- 
way there last fall, and for the first time in the history of the world fish have 
been successfully passed over a fall of sixty-eight feet in height, and the most of 
it perpendicular.—Halifax Herald. 

Pe ; 


a t 4 sy 


Mr. Brady, Inspector of Fisheries for Ireland, has received the well-deserved 
honour of Knighthood. _We wish Sir Thomas long life and success in his 
endeavours to improve Irish Salmon Fisheries. It is to be hoped it will not be 
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long before Mr. Young, the Scotch Inspector, is honoured in a similar manner— 
it is well merited. 
* a ) * ’ 
The following is part of a letter which appeared recently in that most delight- 
ful of general sporting papers, Morest and Stream. It refers to a wood which 
we hope Mr. James Ogden will make experiments with :— 


“The rod I used this afternoon is one I made last year of the bois d’are, or so- 
called Osage orange wood, which I think superior to any rod I have ever handled, 
I have found itto beanadmirable working rod in bass-fishing, but never tried it before 
ontrout. I have no doubt in my own mind that this is by far the best wood in the 
world for rods. It is little heavier than red cedar, excessively strong and tough, 
with more pliancy and spring than any other wood. ‘The colour isa beautiful 
orange, requiring no stain, receiving the highest polish, and curving beautifully. I 
have rods of ash and lancewood, of bethabara and hornbeam and cedar, and have 
tried every known material for tips, and I would choose a bois dare rod over and 
above all other known material. The rod I have is rather short—only nine and a 
half feet ; I prefer a rod of ten anda half feet, and I see no sort of occasion for 
having one rod for bass and a different one for trout. I think everything in excess 
of ten anda half feet is in the way in a trout or bass rod; under ten feet they begin 
to get too short. Nevertheless, I have a cedar and hornbeam rod only eight anda 
half feet long I made about twelve years ago, and with which I sometimes cast a 
bait & Ja Henshall, and often use also as a fly-rod on difficult water to cast over. I 
have killed many bass and trout with it at long range, 


“ Rawley Springs, Va. “M, G. Evuzny, M.D.” 
ae a 
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A Human Saumon.— The Halifax ail reports : A small invited company of 
ladies and gentlemen left the lumber-yard wharf yesterday afternoon at four 
o'clock for McNab’s Island to witness Lieut. Edmonds, of the Royal Artillery, 
perform an interesting swimming feat. Arriving at the Government wharf, all 
landed, and in a few minutes the lieutenant, clad ina bathing suit, was ready to 
enter the water. The feat which he was about to try is very popular with 
swimmers in England, and is simple yet difficult. It is called “playing the 
salmon,” and is simply a trial of strength and endurance while in the water, 
A belt is placed round the swimmer’s body, and to this is attached a salmon 
line. He then enters the water and endeavours to break away. The fisher- 
man on this occasion was Lieut. Kent, of the Royal Engineers, who is a 
salmon-fisher of much experience. Mr. Edmonds, when he had once got in 
the water, by vigorous strokes went out about one hundred yards. At this 
point he found that the fisherman evidently intended he should go no 
further. And here the swimmer performed such manceuvres as he thought 
were calculated to break the line. It was a strong one, however, and would 
not snap. After being in the water about ten minutes the belt to which 
the line was attached came off, thus freeing the swimmer, Mr. Edmonds 
came ashore and was quite fresh, notwithstanding his struggle. He expressed 
a desire to try again after five minutes’ rest; but the spectators were of 
opinion that he had already had enough of that particular kind of exercise 
for one afternoon, and at their request he gave up a further trial. Mr. 
Edmonds certainly showed himself a powerful swimmer. In the water he 
appears thoroughly at home. He can make very rapid progress swimming 
straightaway, and dives like a duck. He was loudly cheered after coming 
ashore at the conclusion of his struggle with fisherman Kent, and after 
bowing his acknowledgments he took a header off the wharf, much to the 
alarm of the ladies present. The party returned to the city before six 
o’clock, well pleased with the little sea trip and the novel exhibition, 








A LAY SERMON; OR, ALL ABOUT A RIVER. 
By “NEMO.” 
To MY BRETHREN OF THE “ANGLE.” 


“ Sermons in stones, 
Music in the running brooks, 
And good in everything.” 


THE materials for this paper, or rather lay sermon, I picked up at 
the riverside, and strung them together as we string pearls, until 
they formed a chain, more or less imperfect, as such chains are apt 
to be, however perfect their separate entities. If it is unsatisfactory 
in the manner in which it is strung together, I, the compiler, must 
take the blame. The pearls I only gathered, but did not make. 
Most of our rivers yield pearls if you will but search for them, and they, 
once found, will but encourage you to pursue the search, for the supply is 
inexhaustible. Gather them, then, but remember the words of wisdom, ‘Cast 
not your pearls before swine,” for, assuredly, “ they will turn again and rend 
ou.” 
y We are familiar with such figures of speech as “ Life flows on like a river.” 
Did you ever, dear brother, reflect how like human life is the flowing river we 
are daily fishing? To many, like Wordsworth’s Peter Bell— 


“ A primrose growing by the brim 
A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more,” 


Look with reverent eyes, and you will fathom the hidden mysteries of the river 
by reason of the Spirit of Love which is in you, and the Faith which seeth the 
Unseen in all its infinite beauty. : 

There is the River of Life and the River of Death. May you, dear brother, 
glide in peace along the former, and be piloted in safety across the other! 

Behold the babe! Springing from the bowels of Mother Earth, see it lies 
asleep in its moss-girt cradle-bed, pure as ever was infant. The heather bells 
and the blue bells are dancing in the morning breeze, and would seem to be 
ringing out to the gladsome earth the tidings of its birth. Soon, however, like 
small birds when they become fledglings, it crawls over the side of its cradle, 
its moorland nest, a tiny, strengthless thing ! : 

The age of progress once fairly begun, there is no turning back, no halting ; 
and when you next sce it, it has grown into the mountain brooklet, the hill- 
“burn” of our boyhood ; the jolly, noisy, splashing, dashing, leaping, tumbling, 
boisterous “ burn.” ¢ 

See how it jumps over the rocks, brawling the while, and making the echoes 
resound again to the music of its mirth ! There it bubbles in the sunlight a little 
Minnehaha of laughing waters, and anon, as if wearied out, sleeping 
quietly in the silent pools, or dreaming, as babes only can dream away their 
existence, self-intoxicated in its own sweet, gurgly eddies ! } 

Its dreaming over, it awakes invigorated, and pursues its way, flowing and 
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growing, growing and flowing, until the brooklet is a thing of yesterday, and the 
River is of to-day. How proudly its waters flow onwards, now receiving the 
homage of the tributary streams with a kingly dignity, which befits well its 
growing self-importance. The sun is overhead, and its rays search out the small 
pebbles in its deepest pools. The birds, too, are singing, and their song mingles 
harmoniously with the “music of the waters.” The flowers, too, lend their 
loveliness to the banks, and the sky ‘“‘bends blue over all.” Softly and sweetly 
it meanders as it passes through the level meadows— 


“ Flowing so softly that scarcely 

It seems to be flowing ; 

But the reeds by the low-lying islands 
Are bent to its going. 

And soft as the breath of the sleeper 
Its heaving and sighing, 

In the coves where the fleets of the lilies 
At anchor are lying. 

Tt seems as if fallen asleep 
In the lap of the meadows, and smiling 

Like a child in the grass, dreaming deep 
Of the flowers, and their golden beguiling.” 


_ Westward looms a growing haze, and towards that the river slowly, but surely, 
is going— 
* Like as the waves make te the pebbled shore,” 


Nearer and nearer yet, deeper and deeper still the haze—it is a curtain ae 
smoke! Onwards the current impels its forces. Swiftly now, as if confronting 
a foe, it rolls along, facing the future, dark though it be, proudly and defiantly. 
It nears the walls, and with a rush and a roar it has entered the city. Where 
now the bright sun, the glowing cornfields, the verdant pastures, the song of 
birds, and the hum of bees? Overhead all is gloom, around—an atmosphere of 
impurity ; even within how sadly the brightness of its sparkling waiters is already 
tarnished. Oh, how it chafes ; howit chokes! Nobly battling for the mastery, 
it goes on. Twill be a sharp struggle, and then, perhaps, out beyond the city, 
purity once more, the glorious country, and the golden sunshine. 

Alas ! step by step it grows foul and turbid, and the odours are those of death 
and decay, not of life and health. It has entered “the valley of the shadow.” 
Deeper the shadows fall, and yet more deep.” On every side is heard the din of 
the city. The clang of honest labour mingles with the shout—the drunken 
shout, alas !—of sensual dissipation. The bells of one church are ringing to a 
wedding ; those of another are proclaiming, with iron tongue, that one more 
mortal has put on immortality. Bim! boom! they go. Stern-faced men are 
going toand from their places of business, with no sense of joy from the one 
sound, or fear from the other. Women, too, are going about, thinking of ribbons 
and lace, and the death bell tolls on, to ears as deaf as those of the dead. 

From his altar the priest pronounces his benediction, and outside his church 
stand men and women cursing their own existences by self-indulgence ; and as 
night sweeps on the demonof Vice himself is abroad, and reigns supreme. 

Overwhelmed by the foulness without and within, it still pushes on, as one 
might see some brave warrior cleaving his way through the enemy’s ranks ; but 
for the time being mingled with them confusedly, and yet, inch by inch, 
struggling to free himself and cut his way through the hateful throng. Noble 
strife! Must it be allin vain? Hush! What is this sound from the sea? 
And what this strain of Heavenly music, as if played by angels away above 
the clouds, the smoke, and the din? Hush! here it is again— 


* Love is stronger than Death ! 
Many waters cannot quench love, neither shall the floods drown it.” 


Ob, the pure, brave love, which has battled so with impurity—must it yield ? 
Alas! Has it not already yielded ? The river is no longer beautiful and pure, 
but foul and loathsome. It has emerged from the city bearing its stain. All 
the transparency—all its brightness, gone. The sun shines once more, but its 
rays find no reflection in the river. They only serve to show how foul a thing 
itis. How sadly, how painfully it flows now. But see! Bursting upon the 
gaze, the broad expanse of the mighty ocean ; the blue sea, and the azure sky 
overhead. There is a growing sound as of many voices. That sound increases, 
and we hear once more the angels’ music borne on the wind. 


“Yea! though thou walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, J will be 
with thee!” 


Murmuring at first, that sound gradually increases! To the choking, dis- 
tressed river, as to a beleaguered garrison, comes the welcome voice of her sister 
from the sea. The tide—the resistless tide! How like a mighty angel sent from God 
it comes, holding out its loving arms ; not standing aloof from the impure 
river, but going right into the thick of it, overwhelming with its own purity the 
impurities of the city’s taint, and leading its weaker sister (already much puri- 
fied) backwards to that mighty ocean where impurity dwells not, and where her 
stains shall be all washed away, leaving her as pure as when she glided along 
amongst the meadows in innocence and in peace. 

Brothers, what is our life but that of a river, from the cradle:to the heaven 
we all seek ? Well for us if we, too, struggle against the loathsome surround- 
ings of our our existence, that God’s angel may at last meet us with a glad “ Well 
done !” and lead us safely into the desired haven. 





THREE OZ7JHER FISHERS. 


Three fishers went trailing out into the West, 
Off by the railway and out of the town: 
Each thought of the fly that would kill the best, 
In the moer-tinted fresh that was just coming down : 
For wives must work while husbands fish, 
Though they don’t catch one-tenth of the trout they wish, 
And an angler’s always groaning. 


Three wives sat up to the midnight hour, 
And longed for the fish that would come to the town ; 
They looked at the clock, and they thought of the show’r 
From the creel, of the bonnie trout, speckled and brown : 
For men will fish, and wives can’t sleep, 
When husbands are wading in waters deep, 
And chill’d by the night-wind moaning, 


Three fishers came home as the clock struck three, 
In the morning pale, when the fresh went down : 
And the women were waiting ; but none of the three, 
Saw aught that the fishers brought back to the town. 
And women must laugh, if men can’t fish, 
4 And they don’t tell the truth quite as oft as we wish ; 
, So drat the whole lot, and their groaning. ree 


CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 

and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope. ] 
ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly committee meeting will take place on Monday evening next, August 
9th, at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening, August 
13th, at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

' ALBION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society have been having a gay time of it among the roach, 
dace, perch, and jack, to say nothing about bream and chub; nearly 200lb. of fish 
has been exhibited here since Monday evening. At the time of writing (Wednes- 
day night, 11.30) a basket of roach and dace has just arrived from Waterloo ; 
among the are several roach weighing 2Ib., all in splendid condition, The names of 
the prize-winners will be given out on Thursday evening, but among them, I am 
sorry to say, will not be—PIx1In. 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members were busy on the Ist and 2nd inst., G. Mumford weighing bream and 
roach from Amberley ; Mr. T. Gloster, sen., and Mr. T, Gloster, jun., roach from 
Woking ; Mr. H. Martin, roach from Woking ; Mr, A. Musure, roach from Amberley ; 
Mr. G. Austis and Mr. H. Ford, roach and dace from Wraysbury. Our next 
contest will take place at Woking, Broad Meads, for three prizes, on August 8th. 
A special meeting on Tuesday next, for “important business, All members are re- 
quested to attend._Gro. Mumrorp, 

; BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday last we had a fair muster of our members, and also had a few visitors, 
amongst whom were Mr. Flowers (Rodney), Mr. Daws (Anglers’ Pride), and Mr. 
Grosvenor (Silver Trouts). Another gentleman was proposed as a member—viz., 
Mr. W. H. Thomas, late of the Clapham Junction Angling Society ; he will be 
balloted for next week. On Bank Holiday, the following members weighed-in :— 
Mr. Massey, sen., three bream, 7lb. 60z.; Mr. Massey, jun., two bream, 51b, 502. ; Mr. 
H. Brian, 1lb, 90z. roach ; Mr, G. Salisbury, 1lb. 90z. bream ; Mr. J, Smith, one roach, 
l4oz, ; and Mr. 8. Bryan, one perch, 100z. We have had a challenge from Ye Olde 
Blacke Friars through their secretary, Mr. Smith, that six of their members are 
willing to fish six of ours, for a sum from £1 to £10 aside ; we think we can accom- 
modate them. Conditions of match to be arranged. Iam very sorry to write that 
our late host and brother, Tom Keeble, is down on his luck; a committee is being 
formed to get a benefit of some sort up for him; full particulars can be had at the 
club on Fridays, at 8.30 p.m.,at the Brunswick Arms, Brunswick-street, Blackfriars. 
—STEWART BRYAN. 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in fish on July 25th: Mr. Chapman, roach, 21b. 
14oz.. dace, 4oz.; Mr. Turner, roach, 41b, 40z ; Mr. Colwell, roach, 1lb. 5}0z., dace, 
640z.; Mr. Franklin, barbel, 5lb. 100z., bream, 3lb. 330z., and roach; Mr. Ray, 
bream, 180z., roach, 60z.; Mr. H. Long, roach, 5lb. 3}0z., bream, 41b. O40z., largest 
3lb. loz., one roach ; bream, 1lb. 3$0z., and dace, 9oz.; Mr. Gowans, roach; Mr. 
Norris, bream 11b, loz.. roach, 100z.; Mr. Jones, roach; Mr. Walter, bream, Ilb. 
60z., roach, 1lb. 30z., dace, 130z.; and W. Burwash, roach, 1lb. Total, 441b. 6302. 
Mr. Walter wins Mr. Davies’ prize for the gross weight of all fish taken during July ; 
Mr, Chapman wins Mr. H. Long’s prize for the gross weight of roach taken during 
July ; Mr. H. Long wins Mr. Franklin’s prize for the Jargest roach taken during 
July. The members will compete at St. Margaret’s on August lst for prizes given 
by Messrs. W. Long and Gowans. Any member wishing to start on Saturday night 
must report himself at the club-house after 6 o’clock, according to rule 10. On 
Wednesday, Aug. 4th, the members will compete at Horley for prizes given by 
Messrs. Penn, Rogers, and Burwash. No member to start before the first train on 
the morning of the competition. Miss Laura Linden has kindly given a handsome 
prize for the gross weight of barbel taken during August.—W, H. BURWASH, sec. 


CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The following are the registered takes of members on Bank Holiday last :—Mr. 
Barker, at Malling, one tench, 2lb. 120z., and one perch, lb, 30z.—total, 31b, 150z. ; 
Mr. Lugenberg, public water, twelve roach, 8lb. 50z., and three dace, 60z.—total, 
3lb. lloz.; Mr, Lugenberg, private water, one roach, 150z., seven roach, 3lb., and 
two bream, 2lb. 100z.— total, 61b. 90z.—F. E. LONGLEY, hon. sec. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The members have been busy during the holidays,!having shown some decent fish. 
Mr, Jackson had chub (the largest 2lb. 120z.), Mr. Fry a good show of barbel and 
dace, Messrs. T, C. and G. Hands nice takes of roach, chub, and gudgeon; Mr. 
Ansell, bream ; Mr. Weaver, bream ; Mr. Brooks, barbel and perch ; and Mr. Marshall 
bream, At our last meeting we made one new member, and another is on the books 
for next week. Last Wednesday being quarterly night, members in arrears will 
kindly note Rule 5.—M. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a large attendance of members and friends of this society on the Ist 
inst., when some good takes of fish were weighed-in. Mr. Alfred Barrett, from 
Thames, a nice bream, 4!b. 1540z., one 21b., and a barbel 2lb, ; Mr. Frederick Barrett, 
two bream, one 34]b. and one over 21b. ; Mr. Young, one jack, 3lb. 13$0z. ; Mr. Allen, 
dace, 1lb. l5oz.; Mr. Langton, roach, 4lb. 120z.; Mr. Caswell, roach and bream, 
2lb. 940z. ; Mr. Palmer, bream, 1lb. 7%0z.; Mr. Severn, 331b.; and Mr. Newburn, 
roach, 1430z. We have to remind the members of this society that we should be 
glad of the attendance of as many members as can make it convenient to attend at 
our next meeting, as there is business of an important nature to bring forward on 
that occasion ; likewise to take into consideration when and where our next outing 
shall take place. We should be much obliged to secretaries to forward the petitions 
together with the subscriptions they may have for the assistance of the widow and 
children of the late Henry Parsons, who died suddenly while fishing at Weybridge 
on Sunday, the 7th of July last, as we wish to close the list with a view to for- 
warding her the money. The guinea season ticket kindly given by Mr. W. Warner 
to be fished for was won by Mr. Charles Severn.—H. PALMER. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in on the Ist inst.:—G. Watling, 13lb. 1loz. 
bream and roach; Graves, 16lb. 40z. bream and roach (one bream 41b., will be pre- 
served by Mr. Gibson) ; S. Smith, 17lb. 140z. bream and roach ; Mr. Smith also had 
8lb. 6oz. roach and bream, taken on Saturday evening ; J. Hewitt, 7lb. ; C. Holmes, 
41b. loz. ; J. Cartwright, 8lb. 40z. ; Hambridge, 5lb. 60z,; F. Watling, 12lb. 4oz. ; 
and A. Barnes, IIb. 150z. ; total, 86lb. loz. G. Watling showed some nice roach 
from the Thames on Monday evening; and Messrs, G. Watling and Cartwright, 
15lb, roach on Tuesday.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

Only four of our members returned home to weigh-in on the 1st inst.—viz., Messrs. 
A. Fish, Glover, J. Whitmore, and Wilson, amongst whom 23$lb. of nice roach and 
dace was put on the scales.—C. J. MILLIE. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was some good shows of roach and dace on the Ist inst. by Messrs. 8. Cole, 
W. Pledger, T. Haycox, A. Hattemore, and H. Steadman, The members will fish for 
seven valuable prizes on the 8th inst. in the river Lea, the boundary being from 
Ratty’s Lock to Carthagena Lock ; to start by first train from Liverpool Street. The 
annual dinner will take place on August 29th, at the Five Horseshoes, Hoddesden,.— 
R, GHURNEY, sec. 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. — 2 

On August 1, several of our members were out. The following weighed in :— 

Messrs, E, Pyne, dace and roach ; F, Page, dace and roach ; R. Clark, bream, roach, 
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dace and gudgeon ; G., Geale, perch, roach, and gudgeon; J. Phillips, gudgeon, On 
Bank Holidayjno one weighed ,in, as the jrain sent us all home the day before.— 


_ BR, CLARK, sec, 
LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our competition in the Vyrnwy on Bank Holiday was favoured with very fine 
weather,a bright sun shining brilliantly most of the day, somewhat militating 
against successful fly-fishing, but most enjoyable. There was a fair volume of water, 
though a little too dark or peaty coloured. The prize-winners were :—Fine Fish : 
Ist, Mr. Noon; 2nd, Mr. Woolfall. Coarse Fish : Ist, Mr. Davies ; 2nd, Mr. Wilson ; 
3rd, Mr. R. Roberts.. A good dinner at Mr, Baugh’s, Cross Keys Hotel, was an excel- 
lent wind up to a pleasant outing, and a six-mile drive through the lovely Welsh 
scenery to Oswestry rounded off most appropriately.—R. WooLFaL1, hon. sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 2nd inst. we had a pretty show of fish, consisting of roach, dace, perch, 
_ and jack, from various quarters, principally the Thames, several of the roach being 
fine fellows of over llb., the principal takes being by Messrs. Savage, King, Golt, 
Bechtel, Taylor, and Rook. Some other members had fish, but unfortunately 
arrived too late to weigh-in.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec, 
NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the Ist inst. Mr, 8. W. Brown had a good show of chub, roach, and dace, and 
Mr. Billings barbel from the Thames. Thursday, Aug. 12th, will be quarterly night. 
Members not clearing the books on that night will not be eligible to weigh-in for 
prizes.—W, GREENWOOD, sec. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The competition for the tackle-case, given by Mr. R. Sharpless, took place on the 
1st and 2nd inst., and ended in a victory for Mr. W. Wildey with 4lb. $oz. of roach. 
The following members also weighed-in : Mr. R. Sharpless, 3lb, 240z. ; Mr. Mallard, 
2lb. 1030z.; Mr. Piggott, 1lb. 15$0z.; and Mr. Rbt. Sharpless, 11b. 10}0z, Mr, H. 
Draper also had some fish, but did not weigh-in.—C. PIG GOTT, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 1st, Mr. G. Dodd visited Bedford, and managed to get a nice show of 
bream, perch, and roach ; Messrs, 0, G. and C. A. Pocock, at Shepperton, had barbel, 
roach, and dace ; Messrs. Lines and Wigley, at Twickenham, had barbel and roach. 
On the 2nd, Mr, J. Smith had bream and roach from the Medway, and I. Davis had 
' dace from the Thames. Several other members had fish, but could not reach the 
society in time to weigh in, Mr, G, Dodd was declared the winner of the prize 
offered for the largest roach taken on the Ist or 2nd of August.—PIXIE, 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the Ist inst. Messrs. J. and H. Hewett weighed in some roach and dace from 
Henley. On the 3rd Mr. Chart had some splendid dace weighing 61b, Several 
other members had reported good takes while away, but did not keep their fish to 
_ weigh in on their return to town after the holidays. Amongst these were two 

trout, one caught by Mr. Carter weighing 5lb. 120z., which took the greater part of 
half an hour to bring to bank, and the other by Mr. H. Hewett, weighing 41b.—S. 
A, HAWKINS, 
SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The next return visit on the above list will take place on Tuesday, August 10th, 
at the Peckham Royal Angling Society, Duke of Edinburgh, Shards-road, Peckham, 
when I hope to have the pleasure of seeing as many anglers and friends as can make 
it convenient to attend.—J. CouRT, hon. sec. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

We are having better shows of fish as the season advances, the following members 
having weighed-in during the last fortnight :—On the 18th ult., Mr. T. Millington, 
9b. 940z. bream and roach; Mr. 8, Orrow, 2lb. 150z. roach and dace ; Mr. T. Harris, 
13$0z. roach. On the 25th ult., Mr. T, Millington, 111b, 40z, bream ; Mr. 8. Orrow, 
41b. 640z. roach ; Mr. E. Hagger, 101b, 7?0z. bream and roach. On the 2nd inst., 
Mr, S. Orrow, 101b, 230z. roach, heaviest fish 1lb. l$oz.; Mr, T, Gretton, 41b, 20z, 
roach, heaviest fish 1lb, 20z.—T. GRETTON. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

The prophecy of your correspondent last week 77 the show of fish on the United 
Brothers’ trays has not been verified to the extent anticipated ; but, nevertheless, 
a good show. Mr. Wise (hon. mem.), angling at Windsor on July 30, secured a chub 
3ilb. weight, which has been sent to the taxidermist. On August Ist, Mr. Beak, 
2lb. 70z.; Mr. Edmett, 5302. On August 2nd, Mr. Beak, 3lb. loz.; Mr. J. Currans, 
3lb. 130z. ; Mr. Climpson, 2lb. 150z,; Mr. Morse, 3lb. 120z.; Mr. Payne, 4lb. Goz. ; 
Mr. Windred, 11lb. l5oz. August 3rd, Mr. Wm. Tyler, one bream, 331b., and some 
roach; Mr, Penton, bream and roach not weighed.—L. 

WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a fair attendance of members on Thursday. Most of our members were 
out on the Ist inst., Messrs. Clegg, H. Ilsley, and W. Ilsley having some nice barbel 
and roach from Chertsey. Mr. Clegg and Mr. H. Smith are the successful members 
for the monthly prizes—J. Russ, sec. 

WALTONIANS. 

Upwards of a hundredweight was weighed-in Bank Holiday. Mr. Hunt headed 
the list with 26lb. 14oz. of roach ; Mr. Jefferies had 161b. 4oz. dace and roach ; Mr, 
Morris, 121b. 1540z, roach ; Mr. W. Dodge, roach, 8lb, 50z.; Mr. Good, jun., roach, 
7b. 1loz.; Mr. Burton, roach, 6lb. 1}0z. ; Mr. Skeats had a show of chub, 131b. 740z., 
one fish 4lb, 6oz., and perch, 11b. 630z, ; Mr. Sims, jack and perch, 101b. 80z. ; Messrs. 
Marriott, T. Watkins, Jos, Moore, and Morgan also weighed-in. On August 1st, Mr, 
Roland had dace and roach, 18lb. 1140z.; and on the 4th Mr. Marriott had roach 
and dace, 91b. 90z,—A, J. MARRIOTT. : 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of the above club held their usual meeting this evening (5th inst.), 
when another member was elected. Mr. Benham’s prize will be fished for on the 
12th and 15th inst. Notice to be given at the club-house by members intending 
to fish on Thursday. Members have been fairly fortunate during the past week. 
Mr, G. 8, Benham and Mr, Stock were out with HE. Clark, jun., at Sunbury, captur- 
ing a fine show of roach and dace, also barbel.—B, 





EXTENSIVE FISH-POISONING IN THE EDEN. 


AN extraordinary meeting of the Eden Conservancy Board has just been held, 
to take into consideration two cases of fish poisoning on a large scale which have 
recently occurred in their district. Mr. F. Parker, of Fremington, presided. 
The first case had reference toa discharge ‘ot chloride of lime from Allenwood 
Paper-mill, by which a great number of fish in the Eden had been poisoned. 
The second case had been at the Goods Station of the Midland Railway Com- 
pany. It appeared, from what could be ascertained by the Board, that a tank 
of creosote was being conveyed on a waggon from Yorkshire into Scotland. As 
it was found that the tank was leaking the servants of the Company placed the 
waggon in the Goods Station, and during the night the whole of it leaked out, 
and found its way into the river Petteril, poisoning all fish for a long distance 
down the stream. Fortunately the Eden was in flood at the time, so that the 
fish in that river were not so injuriously affected. The Board will hold an 
adjourned meeting for the further consideration of the cases. 





HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Thongh it is impossible, in this climate of changing 
temperature, to prevent ill-health altogether, yet its form and frequency may be much mitigated by 
the early adoption of remedial measures. When hoarseness, cough, thick breathing, and the attending 
slight fever indicate irritation of the throat er chest, Holloway’s Ointment should be rubbed upon 
these parts without delay, and his Pillls taken in appropriate doses, to promote its curative action. 
No catarrhs or sore throats can resist these remedies, Printed directions envelop. every package of 
Holloway’s medicaments, which are suited to all ages and conditions, and to every ordinary disease 
to which humanity is liable, 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


SECRETARY.—We have not the slightest objection to receive your reports on post- 
cards, and wish all club secretaries would use them, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


WORM-FISHING FOR SALMON. 

Srr,—I was much interested in the essay on “ Worm-fishing,” by “ Dun Scotus,” 
and shall certainly give his system a good trial when I get an opportunity ; but as I 
think that no fisherman can know too many legitimate methods of taking fish, I 
am tempted to try and explain how to fish for salmon with a worm in a fashion not 
much known, but which I have proved to be fairly successful. The rod and line ar2 
exactly similar to that described by “Dun Scotus”; but the tackle consists of two. 
hooks of an average size, with sheet-lead rolled over the shank, and carefully 
smoothed, so as toallow the worm to be easily drawn over it. 

One hook is fastened to each end of a piece of gut about Yin. or 10in. long, which 
is doubled and tied into a loop, by which it is attached to the cast-line ; I generally 
use two worms on each hook. (The general appearance of the tackle with one hook 
baited may be guessed at from the engraving.) The modus operandi is as follows : 
The bait should be thrown a little above where a fish is known to be lying, and 
allowed to come down past it, being kept rising and sinking by the motion of the 
rod ; but it must be always close to the ground. Ifa salmon touches it, give him 
about twenty seconds, and then hit thoroughly hard. I believe this mode of fishing 
is of no use except when the river has run very low, so that one can tell to a nicety 
where the fish are to be found, and it is of very little use except when the fish lie 
wigs e where one can stand, as the bait must be kept pretty well under the point of 

e rod. 

A rather curious thing happened to me when fishing in this way last year. I 
hooked a fish of 91b., and had it on for a minute or two, when it made a run and 
threw itself ; the keeper and I then saw the hooks fly right out of its mouth, and 
catch in its back near the tail, where they were firmly fixed, one on each side, so 
that the tackle had clipped it in just the same way as a barrel is held by slings. 

One great advantage in the method I have described is that the salmon never get 


j 
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the hooks down out of sight, and in nine cases out of ten are only hooked by one 

hook, so that they fight quite as well as if they were caught bya fly.—Iam, &e., 
Barnstaple. C. W. 8. GouLD, 
P.S.—The appearance of the tackle I try to describe is roughly as in sketch. 





WORM-FISHING FOR SALMON.—KELTS FEED IN FRESH WATER, 

Str,—Most of your readers, I fancy, will concur in the hope that the first of your 
Prize Essays will not induce many anglers to practise the cruel art of fishing for the 
lordly salmon with the loathsome worm.’ The pity of it is that such a clever and 
instructive article is sure to attract considerable interest, and will probably lead 
some despairing fishermen to try the unnatural bait, which otherwise they would 
never have thought of in connection with salmon-fishing. Even if the writhing 
worm excites no pity, it is,at any rate, an unpleasant bait to handle andimpale ; but 
uae there must be few members of the gentle craft who can tolerate the idea of 
murdering with a gorged bait and a stiff trolling-rod the generous king of fishes, 
who furnishes such grand sport in fair contest with the delicate weapons of fair fly- 
fishing. ‘Dun Scotus,” it is true, bids his disciples to wait till the fish are “ set up” 
to the fly ; but if it is so absolutely needful to kill a salmon somehow when they will 
not take a legitimate bait, perhaps the art of snatching would be more profitable, 
and certainly less cruel, than choking the good fish with a bundle of worms and two 
great hooks in its intestines. Ihave seen the science of snatching brought to high 
perfection on the quay in Galway, and the foul-hooked salmon had, at any rate, a fair 
fight for their-lives, and suffered little more pain from a hook in their skin than if 
they had been fairly caught by the lip. Yet snatching is regarded as poaching, 
while worm-fishing for salmon is explained as a legitimate sport. Why, oh, why, 
Mr. Editor, did you elicit such an able essay on such an ignoble practice ? ; 

“ Dun Scotus ” alludes to the old question of salmon-feeding in our inland streams, 
and quotes the authority of early writers on the subject. But the migrations and 
the habits of the Salmonid@ were all unknown to Dame Juliana and Izaak Walton ; 
and all the ancient history of the fish seems to show that more kelts than fresh- 
running salmon were caught and used as food by many generations after them. I 
think it is generally admitted now that the fresh salmon come up from the sea so 
congested with good living, that they simply live on their own fat for some time ; 
but of course they require some food after a lengthened sojourn in the fresh water. 
It is known also that their digestive powers are so wonderfully powerful that it 
rarely happens that anything they may have lately swallowed can be found un- 
digested in their stomachs, which, by the bye, 4re not commonly opened for examina- 
tion. But every salmon that drops down towards the sea on the winter floods is 
simply ravenous for food, and an old kelt who lingers on the way, and remains in 
some river pool, is about as destructive as a pike; and some conservators would 
willingly pay several shillings per head’ for every kelt that might be killed in the 
river after March. These are the fish that the worm-fisher might be welcome to 
murder, for there isno “legal prohibition against killing such fish,” though some 
river conservancies may forbid the practice, Luckily the fresh-running fish will 
never look at a worm, and probably rise at a fly in play, or for mere curiosity ; so 
the worm-fisher will neyer get hold of anything better than a fish that has been 
at least some time in the river, and the fewer. he gets of them the better.—I am, &e., 

: : »Witnuy Bop. 


[“Withy Bud” raises a question of angling ethics which is not easily disposed of, 
Anglers who have plenty of opportunity for fly-fishing for salmon will probably. side 
with him, although some of the best and keenest fly-fishermen for salmon we know use 
the worm, and the prawn, and the minnow when the fly will not kill. On some trout 
waters a man would, most deservedly, be expelled from the clubif he used a worm ; in 
others it is a perfectly fair and sportsmanlike lure to use, up-stream, in clear water, 
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We confess we do not like the gorging business, even in the case of the pike, and if 
salmon cannot be caught with worm unless they are allowed to gorge it, we should 
say, do not use the worm. Another correspondent describes a worm snap tackle 
which does away with the cruel gorging business.—ED. | 


HOW TO PUT ON A WORM.—LEGERING WITH A FLOAT, 

Sir,—lI really must apologise to your correspondent, “ T, H. C.,” and I am very 
much obliged to him for pointing out the error, for error it undoubtedly is. What 
IT did say was, “then pnsh the point of the hook in about jin. from the end of the 
tail, just making the point come through.” ‘ 

I ought to have said, “just making the point come through on the opposite side of 
the worm,” for that is really what I meant, and not through the end of the tail— 
certainly not. I prefer the point just through. 

I must gently remind your correspondent that many of our cleverest anglers 
leger with a float with great success. It isa favourite method at the Welsh Harp 

‘ishery. — 

I have always contended that a suspended worm is in an unnatural posi- 
tion ; but; don’t let your correspondent forget that, when legering with the worm 
where there is a considerable amount of soft mud, the worm is very liable to become 
part and parcel of the mud—so to speak.—I am, &c., 

THE AUTHOR OF THE ARTICLES “ ANGLING NEAR LONDON.” 





RANDOM NOTES.—A WORMERY. 

5ik,—If your correspondent wishes to form a wormery on a rough scale (and from 
what I have experienced I pronounce it better than all the artificial methods, being 
natural), where almost every kind of garden worm will accumulate, and in due 
course of time breed to an enormous extent, let him dig two or three holes in his 
garden—the richer the soil the better, if possible in the shade—three or four yards 
square (say three), 18in. or 2ft. deep at most, and fill them up until they are a little 
higher than the surrounding soil with decayed vegetable refuse, three or four 
barrow-loads of well-rotted horse dung, pieces from the house, old bones, egg shells 
smashed up, pieces of stale bread, bits of fat, and more especially old rags, house 
cloths, oran old rotted sack ; to this conglomeration add three or four barrow-loads 
of fine road scrapings ; into the midst of this—and this is very important—let him 
place two or three pieces of solid hen dung—must be solid—as large as his head, as 
these are for breeding purposes, and should not be disturbed, simply cover them well 
over, and shove a pointed peg through each to show their position. In about six 
or eight weeks he may always obtain enough worms for immediate use, but after the 
first breeding season is over a great number. In hot weather the whole mass must 
be kept damp, but not toowet. Worms detest too much wet, especially when the 
weather is cold; they cannot stand it in November and December. I have seen 
hundreds crawling on the paths in yery wet weather. In J anuary, February, and 
Mavch he will find many worms close to the top of the refuse in yery wet weather. 
In course of time the pieces of hen dung—which must be solid—will be completely 
alive with young worms about tin. long, looking like pieces of dirty cotton. I saw 
plenty in a heap last month—thousands of them! They livein, and probably on, the 
_ dung until ready to take to mother earth in earnest.—I am, &c., M. A. 

N.B.—Try one hole and see how you get on ; it isimpossible to fail. I can always 
command 400 or 500 worms even without the holes. 


\ 





MR. TOD’'S METHOD OF CARRYING LANDING NET WHEN WADING.— 
NEEDLE EYED-HOOKS. 

Sir,—Doubtless numbers were, like myself, charmed with the simplicity and 
efficiency of Mr. Tod's device for holding and manipulating the landing-net whilst 
wading, illustrated so admirably as it was in the “I'. G.” of the 31st ult.,and would 
be glad to invest in a basket so fitted. I hope some enterprising tackle maker will 
take up the idea at once and supply anglers with what will, without doubt, prove a 
great convenience. 

Could any of your readers tell me where I could get a few of Warner's needle eyed- 
hooks, round bend, small size, already tied to gui? I got some at Messrs. Carter and 
Peek’s a couple of years ago, and found them so useful in mullet-fishing (in that 
they did not miss the smelt that robbed most forms of hooks) that I want some 
more, I find that firm are not keeping any more now. 

T have not seen any notice during the last three years, since the opening of the 
Fisheries Hxhibition, of the very pretty collection of Chinese flies, Their hooks 
were certainly feeble and defective, but the tying was very natty and pretty, and I 
should have thought our tiers might have picked up some points from them. 

I see in your index of the last volume of the “* F, G.,” your ingenious compositor 
has got down “ Veracity of the Pike.” This will be news to most of the minnows, 
dace, and small fry, in wait for whom Hsow Jucius has long been reputed to lie—I 
am, &c., Ge By M8; 


BEST HANDBOOK ON ROACH-FISHING—FISHING NEAR LONDON. 

Srr,—What is the best handbook on roach-fishing? Are there any fairly good 
subscription fishing grounds within a short time by rail of London Bridge Station ? 
—I am, &e., INQUIRING COUNTRYMAN, 

[The “ Book of the Roach,” by Greville Ffennell, is the only book. You can get 
a copy post free for 2s. 6d. by sending stamps to the publishers, Sampson, Low, and 
Co., 188, Fleet-street, London. The lower lakes in the Crystal Palace grounds and 
_ Wimbledon Lake contain good fish of all kinds. Our correspondent should get a 
copy of the Anglers’ Diary and Guide, published at the Field office, Strand, price 
1s. 6d.—ED. | 





CREED WHEAT, &c.: HOW TO PREPARE IT. 
_. Sir, —(1) Now that I hear the season of creed wheat and malt (or grains) is 
approaching, I should be glad if you would explain a little about it. Where can I 
get the wheat, and how much should I pay for about a pint of it? Is “creed 
wheat” the right name for it? I should like to know about malt in the same 
manner. 

(2) Is there any good fishing at Roydon on the Stort, in Essex? If so, what part 
of the river is best for roach? I have heard a great deal about the place. 

(8) Can you recommend me to a good and certain shop to get live dace for bait? 
Ibis very seldom I can cet any at the tackle shops —most of them are “going to have 
them in to-morrow, certain”; but to-morrow never comes.—I am, &c., A 

SNAP. 

“M. A.” kindly replies to this as follows :— 2 


S1R,—In reply to “Snap” (1) Let him purchase a pint of the best white English 
wheat of any corn-dealer, which he must allow either to simmer in a clean saucepan 
—adding a little water now and again for evaporation, boil in the kitchen boiler ina 
bag, or stew in a mash-tub, also ina bag (but this applies more to malt), until the skin 
or husk cracks, and the white kernel protrudes. Bag must be large enough to allow for 
swelling of grain, oritmay burst. Half of half-a-pintis ample for one day’s roaching. 
Always ground-bait with fresh grains; crushed or chewed malt when using malt, 
When using wheat some ground-bait with one thing,some another ; but fresh grains 
mixed with a little bread and bran is not amiss. You don’t want to feed them. If 
“Snap ” objects to the above methods, then let him get some wheat prepared in the 
same manner asit is prepared to make {urmenty, or frumenty, or “ frumetiy,” as itis 
called in the Midlands—i.c., boiled in new milk, when he may add a little sugar. 
Lovely. The kernel must protrude. The same remarks apply to malt. Only cut 
_ off long ends of malt—i.c., acrospire—with ‘a sharp pair of scissors. (See “ Walton 
on Roach.”) I prefer one grain of wheat on a No. 10 or 11 hook. Keep wheat ina 
clean linen cloth or bag, and wipe hands on another cloth after baiting ; itis very 
Sticky. . Best period, August ard September. (2) Apply to Mr. Hull, Station 
Master, Roydon, Essex, who, I have no doubt, will give “Snap” every information. 

3) Read advertisements in the “fF. G.,” one in particular ; but I seldom fail at My. 

Wland’s,in Crooked-lane. Mr. Paul, 177; Ruston-road, always has bait of all kinds, 

and queer ones some of them are,—I am, &c., MAS 
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MAHSEER-FISHING IN INDIA.~ 4 : 
_Sir,—Dr. Roche-Rahilly’s letter in your issue of the 31st July may perhaps be a 
little misleading as to the months for Mahseer-fishing in India to anyone unac- 
quainted with the country, 

It should be explained that, when the Doctor says March and October are the 
best months for mahseer-fishing, he is referring to the rivers which flow down from 
the Himalayas, and which are, for several months in the year, spoilt for fishing by 
the snow away up in the hills melting; but there is many a river and stream in 
India in which first-rate mahseer-fishing can be obtained from J anuary to such time 
June as the rains commence, and the best months are February, March, April, and 

ay. 

3 fi The Rod in India,” by Mr, H. 8. Thomas, of the Madras Civil Service, gives every 
information about fishing in India, and every angler going out there should buy 
the book before leaying England, and study it during the voyage,—I am, &c., 


CHARALAH, 





; ; ANGLERS’ TACKLE SEIZED. 

S1z,—Will -you kindly answer through the medium of your paper the following 
question : Two of the members of the Izaak Walton Angling Society were fishing 
in a piece of water near Rye House, and they were surprised by two persons—one of 
them the owner of the land—who, without asking any questions, seized the whole 
of their tackle, a parcel of food, and an umbrella, and refused to return them on any 
condition, Now, we should like you to inform us whether it is legal for them to 
take such proceedings. If not, what course you would advise us to take? By reply- 
ing to this as early as possible, you will greatly oblige —I am, &c., H. Burt. 

|The owner of a fishery, or some person actually authorised by him, has the right 
to seize rods and tackle—no occupier or tenant of the fishery can do it, This act of 
seizure prevents the owner taking any action at law against the trespasser, ashe 
could have done if he had not taken the rod and tackle; but the law only permits 
the owner of the fishery to take the actual implements used in fishing—rod, reel, 
line, hooks, baits, &¢.—he cannot touch the basket or any fish that may have been 
caught with rod and line, and the seizure is legal only when made on the owner’s 
own land. In the present case, it seems clear that the anglers whose food and 
umbrella were seized have cause for action against the party who took them.—ED. | 


A FINE ROACH. 

Srr,—I am sending you by post a fish which I think isa roach, caught on the 
2nd inst. in the river Stour at Stratford, near Colchester. I do not understand the 
orange-coloured mark about the mouth. The fish, when caught, weighed Ilb. 10}0z. 
Thave not lately noticed the weights of fish caught in your paper, and registered 
for the different prizes ; but if this weight has not been as yet exceeded by a bigger 
roach, I should be glad to have it noted. 

I do not wish the fish returned, but will look for an acknowledgment in your 
next issue. The fish was caught with a No, 9 hook and small worm, I find your 
paper most interesting.—I am, &<., 


Colchester. CHARLES H, WHITAKER. 


[The fish Captain Whitaker sends is a very handsome true roach’; its weight, two 
days after capture, was 1lb.100z. We haye seen roach over two pounds, and these 
big fellows often have a reddish orange tinge about the jaws. We hope the captain 
will catch the parents of this fine fellow.—Ep. | 


A VERY FINE SILK LINE WANTED. 

Sir,—I have been much interested in the silk line question, and think that good 
will come from yentilating the subject. My angling has been extended over a 
tolerably lengthy period, and has been mainly for roach, in what is known as the 
Nottingham style (though why “ Nottingham ” any“more than “ Sheffield” I am ata 
loss to understand). It has always been my object—as it should be every true 
angler’s—to kill the heaviest fish on the lightest tackle possible. Lines have been 
to me a source of much speculation in endeavouring to obtain the, greatest strength 
in the least amount of substance, and I never could understand how it was that 
lines for which [have paid a fair price at tackle shops were generally so poor in 
quality—some breaking with the slightest strain after having been once or twice in 
the water. Using as Ido single hair, I have had on many occasions the luck to 
catch my hook in some bush or bramble behind me when making a long throw. 
Something had to break, and anyone not accustomed to test the strength of wet 
hair would naturally conclude the hair would part. Not so’; almost always it has 
been the line, said to be pure silk. I got quite disgusted with these shams, and 
have now taken to using “ sewing-machine silk,” which I find both cheaper and 
better—it is silk, and the other is simply rotten cotton. I should take itas a favour 
if any reader could tell me where I could get a really good silk-plaited (not twisted) 
line, strong enough to hold a 5lb. chub, and fine enough to go through the eye of an 
ordinary needle,—I am, Xc., ROTHERWOOD. 


CARLTON OR SUTTON-ON-TRENT. 
Sr1r,—Will any of your numerous readers state whether the above places are good 
for a few days’ coarse fishing for barbel, chub, &c.? and is it true that it is con- 





stantly netted about there ?—I am, Kc., LANCASTRIAN. 
[Our contributor “ Mark Antony” knows this water, and kindly replies as 
follows :—‘In reply to ‘Lancastrian,’ I beg to say he” could not choose a better 


place than Carlton-on-Trent for roach, barbel, flounders, eels, and gudgeon. 
either leger or float fish for flounders. Just be/ow the mill there are some splendid 
roach swims. My brother had two days’ fishing there last week. First day, from 
three in the afternoon, twenty-four flounders, one eel, one perch ; second day, forty- 
five flounders, two eels, one perch, caught in about 6ft. of water. Bait, twil-end of a 
well-scowred lob in slow swims. Water in good condition. N,B,—Capital accommo- 
dation at the Railway Hotel.” ] 


He can 





BROWN’S LEADED PHANTOM AS A BASS BAIT. 

Srrn,—It may be useful to some of your readers to know I had great sport among 
the bass off Ilfracombe last week with Brown’s Leaded Phantom when they would 
look at no other bait. I was out with Barbary on two mornings, and took some 
heavy fish on each occasion. In fact, the minnow was no sooner in the water than 
it was taken. I found the same result last autumn at Gairloch (Ross-shire) with 
the Lythe, when I took forty to fifty fish of a day, many of them heavy fish of 8b. 
and 91b.—I am, &c., 


Wells, Somerset. S. Hoss, Jun. 





A WRECK AT SHEPPERTON. 

S1r,—Many anglers who have enjoyed much pleasure in angling with poor old 
Fred Purdue, of Shepperton, will be sorry to hear that, from old age and infirmity, his 
punt has become a perfect wreck, and he is quite unable to obtain another craft with- 
out some little assist ince to the extent of about £8, It has been proposed that a sub- 
scription list should be opened for this purpose. I shall be glad to start it with a 
sovereign, feeling sure that anglers who know him will respond, no matter how 
small the donation may be. Any sums for this object may be sent to me, or Mr, 
Brougham, of 7, Ironmonger-lane, H.C.—I am, &c, 


13, Cannon-street, H.C. T, SPRECKLEY. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR CLUB AND RIVER REPORTERS. 


WE must request our Cluband River Reporters kindly to make their 
reports as short as possible, and not to mention trivial matters and 
unimportant catches, as they crowd out matter of general interest to 
all our readers, whereas a local report is only locally interesting. The 
Piseatorial Society has adopted the excellent rule of only sending 
reports on occasions of importance, such as annual dinners, &c, 


» 
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EIGHT 


INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 


Steeled Rods, &c. 


METAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘ Acme’ 


put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business ‘ 
I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. 


for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


oF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR iT,” 


THe REV 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months wear. cs 


Editor of the FIELD :— 
of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of 


“J have used the Improved ‘Acme’ Line last season and this. The dressing wears per 


“ ACME” LINES 





FIRST TIME 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE. 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


that T ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and me 
They 


the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
fectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD 


Mr. Cholmondeley Penuell’s New Patent “ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured 
by us with and without Metal-Centre. 


These Lines will Cast 


more readily than e eles tes 


SKERCHESHOWING 545m 


——— . They are supplied in 
all lengths and sizes. 








/ 


any other make. . 





SAMPLE TROUT LINE, POST FREE, 5S. 


LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH OUR 


isle Nie 





The Fly as seen by the Fish. 


Manufactured by D, ani W. 
The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FORTHE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TW E ED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 
SELL 











COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
bee EST mice nee ORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
usiness solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
THY COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tee at 2s., 


at 2s, 6d., and at 3s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year 's import, and the finest im the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate favour; 


TGA 


Thr 


Wop 


others, again, possess immense strength aud pungency ; in fact, 

among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
Ren ATA ra Pi ° ‘ s 2 neg 

they are all alike in this, that each is incomp.wrably the best of its 


respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
eareful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will bey THERE IS NO BETTER TEA 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and co. 


Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Brid UC 
C : 4 wm-s 7 dge,E.C. Branch 
Progyg ae 2 pe gee a iiee oa oe Within, E.C. : 268, Rozedi 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-gr I. 884, Hig 
es Holborn, W.C., London. aha? Pe a ea ate 


COOPER COOPER & CO., 


LONDON. 









SPECIALITIES. 
NONE GENUINE WITHOUT TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD 


INVISIBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


KILL WELL cn the most HEAVILY WHIPPED WATERS, when ordinary Flies, having the clumsy old style hook outlined 
of tbe fly, fail. From the position of the two bends of the new hook in the fly's body it is invisible when placed on a tum 





Tne Position cf the Hooks. 


Whon Fish are RISING SHORT it is found to KILL WELL. when water and weather are DEAD AGAIN 
skilled fly-fisher is usually non-plussed and disheartened, the Invisible Ifooked Fly is found to kill. Price 3s. per dozen. 


FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


BEWARE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS. 
“PATENT” ON LABEL. 


as boldly as the legs and wings 
bler of water and viewed from beneath. 





Viswed from below when on water 


ST SPORT it is SUCCESSFUL ; in short, when the most 
Samples posted free for 12 stamps. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 





‘BUILT CANE*SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNER’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi ‘Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 


This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT’ 


QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to ll o’clock. Table d’Hote 
linner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
ep ht Pe) ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 

ay, 1s. 6d. 

A Jarge and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 4s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters alwavs in attendance. French. German. and Italian spoken. 


F. T. WILLIAMS &CO., 


10, GT. QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C. 
WILLIAMS'S Celebrated Guinea FLY RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Unequalled 303. SALMON RODS. 
WILLIAMS’ § JZatchless TROUT FLIES, Js. 6d. per dozen. 


WILLIAM S’S Jmproved es BOX, for Carrying Casts 
made wp, 6s. 
WILLIAMS’S PatentFLY BOX, for carrying Flies separate,6s. 


WILLIAMS’S Improved Method of Carrying the Landing 
Net, 10s. 6d. to 25s. 
WILLIAMS’S Patent ROD JOINT FITTING. Most 
perfect Lock Fitting invented. 
WILLIAMS’S Celebrated « CRYSTAL” ROACH HOOKS, 
10d. per dozen. 


All Gacdz Guaranteed of ths Best Quality. Catalogues Post Free. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 
Ma. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 


FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN, 


NEW GIRTH. 


(Rd. No. 25,835.) 


1 Worn over left shoulder, with 
\|| another band round the waist, 
|| thereby distributing the weight 


| equally, and keeping the basket in a 
jirm position. 

“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
| (Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
| IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


| Weight of Handle complete, about 120z, ; 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. 











4H New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. & ¢ 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 8 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new andimproved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


Sa Oa C SRe 
ee ee ee =F = 
PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


“ An excellent fly-rod,”—FISHING GAZETTE. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 


TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s ‘ Multum in Parvo , 
Rod :—‘‘ You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which Lam very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 
three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you cau make 
any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so, I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 
praise I have given it.” 
































N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 








GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SAUMON 
RODS, as used by the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment, These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod. [rom 21s. 

EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s, for 25 yards, 
will not kink, 

BRONZED CHECK REBLS from 2in, to 23in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 3s, 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD'S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and whera to 
use them, 4s, and 6s. each. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 5 Putney. 
= ip Hammersmith, 
5 Fe Barnes, 

Ane 55 s Kew. 
75 *Y Richmond, 
80 rs Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will he high water 


at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times or HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. _Afternoon, 

Saturday, August 7 oe vee 7.3 eae aaa 7.30 
Sunday, Pe 8 noe coe 7.58 Ane naa 8.30 
Monday, " 9 Bus ic 9.4 ie eA 9.44 
Tuesday, fe 10 aaa Ae 10.22 ea mae 11.0 

Wednesday, Fr 11 ae ne 11.36 “er ant 12.0 

Thursday, ‘ 12 oe, aac: 12.10 tee eee 12.37 
Friday, am, 1s Aw Fi 11 eet Wie 1,23 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

The river is now in good order, and sport in abundance. The report from the 
tidal waters adds, “ The fishing at Richmond is now in perfection, and the dace are 
like herrings.” Fly-fishing for dace is worth practising now. Mr, W. H. Nicholls, 
one day, in five hours and a half at Twickenham, caught ten dozen, weighing 24lb. 
The banks of the river on Bank Holiday were largely frequented by the bank anglers ; 
but owing to the constant interruption by pleasure boats, the captures of fish were 
comparatively small. A great number of Thames anglers are gone to Bloaterland, 
and with the facilities afforded by the Great Eastern Railway both as regards the 
cost of the journey and the time occupied, it is no wonder they should spend their 
holidays on the Broads of Norfolk and Suffolk, where there are plenty of fish and 
good business being done. 





ANGLING RESULTS, 

RICHMOND.—Kit Brown, during the week, twenty-five barbel and seven dozen of 
good dace. Job Brain, sen., thirteen barbel and 601b. of roach and dace, and Henry 
Mansell, five barbel and a large quantity of roach and dace. Henry Howard, in a 
couple of days and three half-days, sixteen dozen of dace and two barbel. J. Brain, 
jun., in three days, nine and a half dozen of roach and dace. 

TWICKENHAM.—Samuel Cole, during the week, four barbel, four bream, a trout 
of 2lb., and seventeen dozen of roachand dace. Pert Hammerton, in three days and 
one half-day, six barbel ard fourteen dozen of dace. R. Moffatt, in two and a half 
days, fourteen dozen and one bream. William Spong, in one day, one barbel 
and six dozen of dace. H. Spiers, in five and a half days, three barbel and twenty- 
three dozen of dace. J. Dobbin, in six days, twenty-two barbel, four chub, and 
twenty dozen of dace, J. Spong, in five days, seventeen dozen, and G, Coxen, in three 
days, twelve dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—J. Baldwin, in four days, ten barbel, four chub, and ten dozen 
of dace. 

Kine@ston.—John Johnson, sen., writes :—‘ There have been some good fish taken 
this last week. J. Wilkes has caught from sixty to seventy barbel, and some fine 
roach and eels. John Johnson, jun., has got some good bream up to 5lb. 100z.— 
fifteen in one day, and seven barbel, besides some fine roach. I saw seven 
good bream taken this morning, some of them full 5lb, each, with one rod. The 
bank fishers have been getting some good fish at different times. There are plenty 
of fish in the river. 

THAMES DiITToN.—W. Storey, who has been fishing principally for eels, got, 
one day, three of 2lb. each ; and another day four eels, weighing 6lb., and four 
barbel. John Lawless, in one day, thirteen dozen of gudgeon and dace, and a jack 
of 741b. 

HAMPTON Court.—Thomas Wheeler, during the week, 115lb. weight of barbel. 
William Milbourne, in two days, eleven dozen of roach and dace, and a couple of 
barbel. T. Millbourne, in the same time, thirteen dozen of roach and dace, two barbel, 
and one bream ; and another day, three jack. A gentleman fishing at the back bay 
of the Weir on Monday took a very pretty trout of 331b.; Mr. Woods, on Tuesday, at 
the big Weir a handsome trout of 81b, ; and Thomas Wheeler, on Wednesday evening, 
a trout of 3lb., in barbel fishing. 

SuNBuRY.—Thomas Stroud, in two days, five barbel, seven dozen of roach, two 
bream, and five dozen of gudgeon, Alfred Stroud, in three days, seven barbel, six 
dozen of roach, twelve dozen of gudgeon, and five brace of perch. John Stroud, in 
six days, with Mr. Lander in one day, fourteen barbel, seven jack, and twenty dozen of 
roach ; and T. Stroud, jun., who has been out three days, got, on his best day, four 
barbel and six dozen of roach. Edward Clarke, jun., in four days, twenty-four dozen 
of roach, four barbel, sixteen dozen of gudgeon, one brace of perch, sixteen chub, and 
five jack. Mr. Morgan, jun., in two days, thirteen dozen of roach, four barbel, anda 
perch of 1lb, 50z. J. Herbert, in one day, eight dozen of roach. 

WALTON.—John Hone, in two days, ten bream, ten dozen of roach, and three 
barbel. H. Searle, in three days, twelve dozen of roach and dace, six barbel, four 
bream, three chub, and one eel. Mr, Wheeldon, in one day, five barbel and one 
bream. 

SHEPPERTON.—W. House, during the week, five jack and three brace of perch. 
F. Purdue, in one day, ten dozen of gudgeon and two brace of perch. A gentle- 
man staying at the Anchor Hotel caught a trout of 44lb. David Hackett, in 
four days with Mr, Winton, forty barbel, nine chub, one trout, one carp, and twenty 
dozen of gudgeon. 

WEYBRIDGE. —J. Upsdell, in half a day, five chub. 

CHERTSEY.—H. Purss, in one day, eight dozen of gudgeon, one brace of perch, 
and one jack. Messrs. F. R. and E. T. Ryan, in two days with J. Poulter, fifty- 
two dozen of gudgeon. Messrs. Allen and Sutton, with the same fisherman, another 
day, twelve dozen of gudgeon, three bream, and four dozen of roach. Mr. Wastell, 
in three days, 424lb. of roach, and one barbel. L. Hackett, one day with Mr. Roake, 
one jack and one chub ; another half-day, seven perch ; and another day, in one hour, 
a bream of 31b. loz. 

LALEHAM.—Mr, and Mrs. Pansch, fishing with Alfred Harris, caught six 
bream (the largest 41b.), three chub (the largest 3lb.), and Mrs. Pansch landed a 
roach of 1lb. 

STAINES.—J,. Keene, jun., in four days, thirty-seven barbel, twenty-three dozen of 
roach and dace, and one brace of jack ; and another day, with Mr. Northcote, thirty 
barbel, three chub, and one brace of trout, weighing altogether 84lb. F. Collyer, in 
one day, eighteen barbel and one chub. J. Keene, sen., in four days, sixteen barbel ; 
another day, 14lb. of chub, one jack, and one barbel ; and another day, six barbel. 
Mr. Robb, one day in three hours, four dozen of roach and dace ; another half 
day, 35lb. weight of barbel ; andall the fish of both days were put back again, 


UPPER THAMES. 


The river continues in the best possible summer condition, and all classes of fish 
are feeding fairly, more especially roach and chub, with which kinds of fish the 
Thames seems now to swarm. Barbel have again regained their appetite, some very 
fine takes being reported from Bray, Maidenhead, Windsor, and Cookham. At 
Wargrave, seventeen jack were taken on the Ist inst, few of the fish being retainable. 
Mr. Chester, with Crampton, has lately had some twenty-one dozen roach, six jack, 
and some fine perch, in four days’ fishing. At Henley, the gudgeon have been 
having a bad time of it, thirty-three dozen, and twenty odd dozen being the order of 
the day. At Aston, some bankers have taken three trout, going 431b., 341b., and 3lb., 
and also a fine-conditioned tench of 441b., shown at the Flower Pot Hotel in the 
village. In the Hurley Weir pool, a trout of 31lb. has caved in to the rod of a Londoner, 
and Messrs. Agent, Rodwell, and other piscators have done well with roach and 
chub. Thursday evening—Weather very fine, and seemingly settled, Wind 8,W.— 


MARLOW Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). ; 
The water to-day is very low, 2ft. lower than it was last week, in consequence of 
which there is not much doing, The gudgeon come well to the rake, and the 
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chances are some good perch may be got gudgeon fishing. The sky looks like rain, and 
as I shall be out every day next week, it is to be hoped they will bite a little better, 
—G. LUMSDEN. 

Out five days this week, largest day 301b. of barbel and a nice lot of roach; next 
day, twelve dozen of roach and dace and two barbel; next day, sixteen dozen of 
gudgeon and two brace of perch ; next day, fourteen dozen of gudgeon and a brace 
of perch ; next day (three hours), twelve dozen of gudgeon and four brace of perch, 


Water very bright at present.—J. HOARE. 


Thames (Goring). 
Water keeps very good. Have been out six days ; three best days—two dozen of 
perch, four jack, and ten dozen of gudgeon.—_JOHN RUSH. 


Thames (Henley). 

The water is now in rare order for all-round fishing, gudgeon, perch, pike, and 
chub biting freely. Geo. Arlett, out with patrons every day, has had. first-rate sport, 
capturing as many as twenty jack one day, only five being sizedble. Mr. Robert 
King has been among the trout again, having captured two nice trout, one Wick- 
ham and one, Thames, each weighing about 43lb. The Wickham trout was caught 
with an Alexandra fly with very light tackle when fishing for Bleak, The Thames 
trout was caught with the Blue Phantom minnow, a favourite bait of Mr. King’s, 
also of the trout, for of the 108 Thames trout caught by him, 80 have been captured 
with this bait—W. CLisByY. 

Thames (Monkey Island). 

There has been some very good fishing this last week. Bank anglers have been 
doing well. Mr. Hulbert, member of the Westbourne Park, had an excellent day ; 
his take must have been over lewt. ; he had two barbel, one 6lb. 6oz., the other 
(lb. 340z. Many others over 41b. He turned a great many fish back over 3lb. each. 
Lsaw them myself turned in from off the landing steps at the hotel. My son has 
been out several days and had some very good all-round fishing.—R, PLUMMER, SEN, 


Thames (Windsoz). 

Though the water is very bright, all-round fishing is good, jack, roach, and 
gudgeon being well on the move. With the former fish fair sport has been had, 
considering density of weed and brightness of water. Bunce, of Surly Hall, in one 
day, took seven fish, largest, 8lb. ; Mr. Brewer, of the Friendly Anglers, out with 
Richard Gray, from Windsor Weir, five, going 141b. ; Mr. Carver, of Windsor, had four 
from Surly Hall, one of which was taken with a plummet, whilst plumbing depth 
for roach. A brace of very handsome barbel have been taken by a gentleman out 
with Lumsden, of Datchet, going 101b. and 7lb. respectively. Mr. Sydney Evans, 
of Eton College, has been successful with barbel, taking from the Oak Tree swim 
five to ten fish of an evening. Several smaller bags of barbel and jack have been 
made, Roach are taking paste and gentles well ; Mr. Harbard, of Hton, bank-fish- 
ing, having, after 6 p-m., on five occasions, eighty-three fish, largest llb. Trout are 
still being sought for, and a brace have been taken during the week from Boveney 
Weir, weight 41b. and 231b. Gudgeon are coming to the rake now, and for the 
next eight weeks will afford capital sport, when from ten to twenty dozen per rod 
can be taken in one day. Mr. Walter Wright and Mr. Brooks, of Sandy, Beds, have 
tried them, taking in a very short day 224 dozen.—B. R. BAMBRIDGD, 


Ancholme (Caistor). 

The water has been in capital trim during the past week, anda good many anglers 
were outon Monday. The east winds have been against very heavy bags ; but a fair 
sprinkling of good bream have been taken. Perch bite fairly in the evenings ; but 
the roach are not yet on the feed. I took five brace of nice trout on a local beck be- 
tween 4 and 7 o'clock on Monday, and yesterday went to another water some miles 
away, and, in connection with some friends, took 30 trout and Fontinalis. On Thurs- 
day, some gentlemen took a few eels and perch at Croxby Pond.—THOMAS ForpD, 


Bure (Norwich). 

Some first-rate catches of bream have been had here. Host Jimson informs me 
that upwards of five stone were taken by one boat on the Isb inst. Several boats 
have been out, and taken from two to four stone. I was at Wroxham last night, 
and whilst waiting, a boat in which were about ten stone of bream came up, and 
we were. of course, all pleased to see a catch, as ibis the first of the season. I have 
very little doubt if others would start at the same time—viz., 2.30 a.m,.—they would 
also catch plenty of fish ; but as a rule most visitors start about 10 or 11, just when 
the fish are off the feed. Prospects good.—RoBERT MOouL, 

Chichester. 

The past week has been very uneventful as regards angling operations, Heavy 
rain on Sunday has again clouded the waters generally. Chichester Canal remains 
in good condition, but fish are not feeding well. Ten pounds of roach and bream is 
the largest takes I hear of in one day. The upper waters of the Ouse are swarming 
with good fish, yet anglers are few with the water out of trim. Lower down, near 
Barcombe, some good roach have been landed, and from the Rother (Selham) fair 
takes of roach and dace haye come to hand. Weather fine ; wind south-west. 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

Sport has been pretty good on the whole during the week on the above streams, 
Some decent takes of fish are reported from both up and down streams with the fly 
and minnow, the latter more particularly on the brooks, The killing flies have been 
the Little Coachman and July Dun ; also the Red Palmer Caterpillar ; the latter at 
the conclusion of the evening's rise. Some fair-sized fish have been taken during the 
week, but nothing exceptionally heavy. The water is again low and clear, though 
the weather is dull, and inclined for rain to-day (Thursday). A day’s rain would 
again put all in trim for a few days amongst the wary trout and grayling hereabouts. 


—Foster Bros., Ashbourne, 
Eden (Carlisle). 


The whiting or herling are now in fair quantity both in the Eden and Esk, and 
they are of good average size, Some nice baskets were made with worm on Satur- 
lay, when the Eden was in flood, the best take I have heard of being 141b. by Sam 
‘Wright, the angling poet. On Monday Mr, H. H, Budd, of London, got 16 fine fish 
with fly in the Esk, and other anglers had from eight toa dozen, Since then the 
weather has been too fine for day-fishing, and the rivers are not low enough for good 
night-fishing. From this time till end of the month should be the cream of the 
whiting fishing. The Eden Conservancy Board have a special meeting on Saturday 
next to consider a rather serious case of pollution of the Eden. Iam told that a 
good many fish of various kinds have been found dead.—SrLv ER-GREY. 


Esk (Whitby). 

Thanks to the recent heayy floods, the river Esk and its estuaries are in splendid 
order for fishing. Every day during the week the riverside has been visited by the 
‘local anglers, and also by a number of strangers, and good baskets of fine trout have 
been their reward. Among the most successful were Captain J. Drisdale, Mr. R. 
Calvert, Captain Hay, Mr. Hf. K. Williamson, Mr. R. Hay, Mr. C. Proctor, Mr. 
Keighley, Mr. E. Anderson, Mr. Readman, Mr. Urwin, Mr. Watson, Mr. Robson, and 
Mr. Robson, jun. Large numbers of salmon have been able to get into the upper 
reaches of the river ; but, so far, comparatively few have been landed.—J. J. J. 


Ilfracomhe. 

Sea-fishing.—Glorious summer weather has prevailed during the past week, and, 
as a consequence, the fishing has been good. Parties fishing from the boats have 
caught some fine bass, bream, and whiting pout, while others, from the rocks, with 
hand-lines, haye caught some good strings of pout. Weather still fine and prospects 


good.—H, COMER. 
Lake District. 
The present has been the best fishing week of the season ; 
had, and these have been general. Ve have had a continuous 
now nearly two weeks back, and the rivers are all in capital angling order. 
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run of sea-fish still continues great, and anglers are haying good sport among them. 
Trout-fishing has again come round, and the best takes of the season have certainly 
been had this week. \ There is abundance of food on, especially of. the large-winged 
class. Istill continue to see, and have reported to me diseased fish ; but these as yet 
appear to be isolated eases, To-day I was shown a beautiful fresh-run mort, with 
its head covered with the white fungoid growth. At Kendal, in the Kent, Mr. 
Nelson had twelve and twenty-four trout below the town upon two respective occasions 
and also eighteen good fish at Akrigg End ; these trout made 17lb. In Underbarrow 
Beck, upon three occasions, Mr. J. Fleming secured twelve, thirteen, and eighteen 
good trout ; whilst in Stainton Beck, Mr. Ridley had7$lb,. Hutton Beck during the 
recent freshes has afforded good fishing, the following takes having been had : 
Mr. Richardson 51b. ef brook trout, Mx. Askew 5lb. and 431b., and Mx. T. Askew 5alb. 
In the Kent, among thé sea-fish, Mr. R. Garnett had four morts and some sprods, Mr. 
H. Beadle four morts, whilst Messrs. Fisher, McGowan, Park, and Fulton have 
also taken morts and sprods. The river Bela is just now affording good fishing, 
Mr. Fleming having had sixty trout, weighing 141b., whilst other gentlemen 
have had capital takes. EPHEMERA. | Held over from last week.—ED. | 

The waters are still in good angling condition, and the rivers are yet running 
pank full, The nights are frosty, and during the warm, bright days there is abund- 
ance of food on. Sea fish.—Morts and sprods are still running in almost unprece- 
dented quantities, and anglers are busy among them. This year, too, exceptional 
quantities of young trout are coming forward in all favourable localities. Disease 
as yet makes but little headway, although it unquestionably exists. There have 
been two or three serious poisoning cases in the district, but the Board of Conserva- 
tors are doing all they can to bring the depredators to justice. Among the sea fish 
this week Messrs. Gamut, Whitehead, Fisher, and Park have been most successful.— 
EPHEMERA. 

Lake Windermere and Tributaries. 

There is not much of interest to record in this locality since the last report, but 
it may be stated that the perch-fishing in Windermere at present is exceptionally 
good, and large hauls are being made daily by visitors of all descriptions, who are 
now thronging the neighbourhood ; and it is a sport which not only pater and 
mater can enjoy, but the youngsters and nursemaids can compete with equal suc- 
cess, Pike-fishing is also good, and on Bank Holiday we observed some fine fellows 
which had been captured by entire novices of the craft. The net-fishermen are 
making very fine hauls of trout and perch, but will persist that the size of mesh 
insisted upon by the conservators (1lin.) is too large. The heavy rainfalls of last 
week have put the becks in grand “ fettle,” and numerous good panniers have been 
made, especially in the Rothay and Troutbeck, where. what are locally termed the 
Lammes trout are now on the run; these fish vary from #lb. up to 3lb., and are 
splendid fish, A few salmon and grilse have been captured in the Leven, but 
until the close time for netting in the lower part of the water ; these are few and 
far between.—W. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are low and clear, but fishing is carried on with success. The best 
killing flies are the Pale Dun, Sky Blue, Red Spinner, Silver Horn, and Orange 
Palmer. For bottom fishing the wasp-grub has been the principal bait, and good- 
sized trout are continually caught. In the Lugg anything of a fly-fisher can take 
daily four to six brace of grayling, and occasionally a brace of trout or so as well. 
Littie has been done with the Grasshopper as yet. The Pinsley is low ; little fishing 
done in it of late—GWYNNE,. 

Little Ouse (Brandon). 

This river is now in splendid condition for angling, roach and dace biting freely. 
Three anglers, in four days last week, had capital sport. making heavy baskets each 
day, the dace being exceptionally fine, On Monday last a local fisherman took with 
his rod.1341b. of roachand dace. Plenty of chub, fine fellows, five and six-pounders, 
are to be seen in the river. ‘This water is close to the Ram Hotel, two minutes’ walk 
from the Brandon Station (G.E, Railway), where every comfort and accommodation 
can be had on the most economical terms, 


Lea (Rye House). 

The water is in good order, and there have been some nice roach taken from Black 
Pool. Mr. Marsden had a nice show of perch from the Forty Guinea water.— 
Wm. CowELt. 

Medway (Tunbridge). ) 

The water is still in capital condition, though rain subsequently improved matters. 
During the holidays anglers have been out in all directions, and some good bags, 
principally roach, have been made. Messrs. T. Jempson and A. G. Hewitt, above 
the weir, had between 301b. and 401b, of roach ! Mr. Creasy, some good roach, chub, 
and bream; Mr. Ede, fishing with Messrs. J. and H. Crowhurst, had 35lb. of fish, 
principally roach and bream, and also one tench of 2lb. weight in the pink of per- 
fection. Bream are not well on the feed yet, but roach take boiled wheat and malt 
well.—YE MepWAY WATER Rat. t 

Ouse (Brandon, Norfolk). . : 

The past few days has been productive of heavy wind and rain, but the water is 
in good condition. Dr. Cahill, staying at the Ship Hotel, Brandon Creek, during 
the past week, 108lb. weight of bream, averaging from 2lb. to 4lb. each, besides over 
50lb. weight of roach. River teeming with fish. To fish here tickets must be taken 
from Liverpool-street to LittleportMEDICUS. ; 

[This independent testimony confirms Mr. George’s notes ; but he was certainly 
mistaken about those seven-pound chub. We will pay him 5s, a pound for every 
chub over 71b. he can sand us.—Ep. | : 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Anglers have been among the roach and bream during the week, and several good 
takes have been made, for 1 have never known such quantities to have been caught 
for some years. With the exception of Tuesday evening, every day fish have been 
taken in great numbers, The water came down very rapidly on Tuesday, which put 
a stop to fishing till Wednesday, when the rods went. to work again. On Saturday 
évening I was out, and landed about 50lb. of bream and 5lb. of good roach, and a 
friend with me landed 281b. of bream and 6lb. of good roach, and several other good 
takes were made the same evening, so it is a certainty the river is well stocked, and 
no one could wish for better sport ; and, to add to the number, a fine rudd was caught 
last Friday, going 2lb. 20z, As I mentioned in Mr. Woodford’s take of roach last 
week, one weighed 21b, 1oz., and one 1b. 90z.—two splendid fish, which have gone 
to be preserved. Anyone fishing is expected to subscribe. Prospects exceedingly 
good,—H, Rout. [Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


The unsettled state of the water has made sport rather slack this week, but a few 
good fish have been taken with wheat. I caught some good roach, one going 
1lb. 100z., and the other averaging 311b, LT hear of a splendid roach being caught 
by one of our local gentlemen weighing 2lb. 7oz., and several other gocd ones. Bank 
Holiday was rather a bad day for fishing, the morning being wet and cold, which 
put a stop to a great many. The water and weather are very favourable at present, 
and it is to be hoped that sport will be better than it has been the last few days.— 
H, Rout, 

Reservoir (Elstree). = 

Water in good condition, and brighs for fishing. On the 30th of July a Freach 
gentleman hada good take of fish, about three dozen, twelve fish weighing over 
half a pound each, which consisted of roach and perch, Some good ones have been 
caught through the holidays. One tench, weighing 251b., was taken on August 3. 
Some very good takes were had, and if the wind will keep in the right quarter there 
will be good fishing in a few days.—G, CHESHER. 


Severn (Gloucester). 


All waters in this neighbourhood are in first-class condition for angling. Some 
good sport has been had in the Severn during the past few days with the roach, 








- bait being gentles. 
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- dace and chub by Messrs. W. Boughton, J. Barnes, W. Packer, and A. C. Faville, the 
Mr, T, Allen a good basket of roach, dace, and chub, with 


. Worms, taken from the Upper Leadon. The same angler has gone to the same water 


_ again to-day (Thursday). On the 24th inst. I went to Sharpness Point to try the 
bream. I found them off the feed, but found a large roach well on the gentles, and 
landed 29 good ones, Shepard’s Patch and the Junction in the Berkeley Canal are 
still the favourite places for roach. Mr. H. Chritchly had 91 in one day. My. J. 
Wood has been well to the front with roach. King’s natural bait mixed with bread 
is the bait for this water—SINGLE HArr. [Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


Severn (Kidderminster). 
Since my last note, the weather has continued fine, and the rivers very low. There 
have been some yery. good catches of fish, and a good few rods have been out, the 
takes varying from 3lb. to 16lb, per rod per day, chiefly roach and dace, and best 
part of them from the Stour. Very few trout have been taken from the Stour at 
present ; I know there are good fish in the river,and a good number of them. 
’ Anglers visiting the Severn have done fairly well with the trout, catches yarying 
from a brace to 5lb, per rod, with the fly, being the rule ; but the Severn has never 
been the same river for angling purposes since the locks and weirs were introduced. 
Now that the Board of Conservators have determined to prohibit the small mesh 
nets, the river may once more hold its own, and there will be a greater inducement 
toanglers to purchase licenses, Anglers who visit the Severn regularly, cannot be 
too profuse in their thanks to Messrs. Wingfield and Griffin for the great boon they 
have been the means of procuring for anglers, and, as Mr. Lacroix observes, the 
‘two gentlemen named are worth something more substantial than thanks from 
‘anglers generally, as a memento for their perseverance. I fancy the United 
Brothers will not be last to acknowledge the services of Messrs. Wingfield and 

*Griffin.—E. H, [Received too late for last week.—ED., ] 


Stennes and Harray (Orkney). 

The trout-fishing in the lochs of Stenness and Harray promises to be a success 
‘this season. The upper, or Harray loch, which was almost a failure last season, 
owing probably to the unusual brackishness of the water, is this season giving very 
‘satisfactory results, The trout are numerous and in splendid condition. Baskets 
‘have been made in three or four hours varying from 7 to 101b., and a fair proportion 
of these trout have weighed from 1} to 2lb. each. The lower, or Stenness, where 
the best fishing is obtained during August and September, has, as far as trial has 
been made, yielded satisfactory baskets. The flies most successful on Loch Harray 
-are the green body, black wing with white tip, red body with black and white wing, 
Professor, Zulu, and Blue Hare Lug.—NorsEMAN. [Held over from last week.—Eb. | 


f Teme (Ludlow). 

This stream is a little higher than last week, owing to the rain, which has im- 
‘proved the water, and the fish have been rising well at the fly, and taking the wasp- 
‘grub and maggot freely. The best flies are the Red Spinner, Coachman, Pale Blue, 
‘and Twisted Blue. In the water above the New Bridge some very fine trout and 
_grayling have been caught, The Ony was fished at the latter end of last week by 

Mr. Bowles, who took l4gbrace of fish with the fly in a short time. The Clun, 
Corve, and Ony have been visited by a few, and nice sized trout have been caught,— 
8. LupLow. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

Little fishing has been done in this district, the water being low, but those 
anglers that have been out have met with good success. For top fishing, the Red 
Spinner, Silver-Twisted Blue, Sky Blue, and Pale Dun have been the best killers. 

_ There has been some capital sport had with the wasp-grub, and fine trout and gray- 
ling landed. There was a nice dish of fish caught on Monday near Little Hereford 
with the Red Spinner. But few visitors to the Berrington quarter. The Rea, 
Kyre, and Ledwyche are all very low; little done in either of them.— WonrcrESTER. 

Test. 

Until the last few days fishing has been very poor, especially in the evening ; 
there has been no fly, but since the rain fish have taken better. Colonel Gaythorn 
‘Hardy has been killing a fair amount on the Priory water. I was just in time this 
morning to see Lord Sandwich get hold of a fish 541b., which after the usual amount 
of play was most skilfully landed by a lady (Miss Somerset) staying at the Priory ; 
She got him into the net at the first attempt ; the fish was a very old stager, but no t 
in bad condition. However, he was well out of the water. I think the fly was a 
large Red Quill Gnat,—H AMPSHIRE, 

Trent (Newark). 

The water during the past few weeks has been remarkably low and clear, and 
fishing, except in some exceptional cases, has not been a very marked success ; still, 
according to all accounts, those anglers who know how to go about their business 
have had nothing to grumble about, One remarkable thing this season has occurred, 
and that is; During the last week or two large quantities of coarse fish have been 
taken in the eels nets, the water in what is locally known as “the Dyke” haying 
been partly run off for repairs to a wall, no doubt being the cause of this, Some of 
the members of the Muskham Fishery have been haying good fun among the bream, 
these fish having been “on” this last week or so in the “dead water,” some of the 
anglers getting from one to four stone each, in a few hours’ fishing, However, it 
would take up too much space to give particulars, so I will merely mention the cir- 
cumstances. Barbel are comingon. I have heard of one or two little catches of 
those fish, scratchings being the successful lure. If the rain we have had causes us 
to: have a little extra water down the Trent, I should advise anglers to get ready for 
baiting the barbel swims, and worms are the bait I should recommend. Chub have, 
in one or two localities, been rising very fairly to the fly, the most killing pattern 
being a large fly with peacock body, ribbed with gold tinsel, and having a pair of 
very large wings, made of the feathers of the grouse. A few very nice catches of 

‘chub have also come under my observation, taken bottom-fishing, To-day (Thursday) 
the river has come ona bit, and a little colour with it ; but I anticipate some capital 
sport will behad on Bank Holiday, as I think the river will be in fine trim by then, 
—TuHE TRENT OTTER, [Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


ia Trent (Nottingham). 

The river in this district on Thursday was running at a very low ebb, and was 
clear and bright for almost any description of angling. Bank Holiday was very wet 
in the early part of the day, but the rain did not prevent a large number of anglers 
from following their favourite pastime. Barbelling has occupied plenty of attention, 
and at Halford many fish were taken on Tuesday and Wednesday ; but if report be 
true, nearly all were got by the snatching process. What a pity it is some of these 
pothunters cannot be watched, caught in the act of hauling out the fish, and made 
an example,of! Barbel have only been showing moderate sport at Shardlow, and 
there has probably been less doing amongst them downwards. Roach have daily 
taken kindly to bread and maggots, and in the Beeston length several handsome bags 
have been made with the former bait. Fly-fishing has scarcely been attended with 
so much success as in the previous week, and perch angling has fallen off—THE 
MAN AT THE CLUBS, ‘ 

Usk (Usk). 


The weather during the week has been cloudy, and the slight rise of the water 
has been favourable for the angler. On Monday some nice clean fish were captured, 
and the following anglers were successful :—Col. Rocke, three; Rev. W. Bruce, 
three ; Mr. Pochin, one; Mr, Seymour, one ; General Barnard, one; Col. Seaton, 
one ; General Mignon, two; Mr. J. Roberts, one. On Tuesday, Col. Rocke, one ; 
Rev. W. Bruce, two; Lieut.-General Barnard, two ; Mr. Seymour, two; Mr. Marsh, 
one. On Wednesday, the river was netted in the upper water, and twenty-eight were 
caught—six of which, weighing 81lb., were disposed off at the Volunteer encamp- 
ment for the luncheon on Friday (to-day). On Thursday, the river from a short 
distance above the bridge and the Bell Pool was dragged, and forty-five were 
captured, fifteen of which were taken from the pool. ARGUS. 

[Received too late for last week.—Ep. | 





Wimbledon Lake. 

July 26th, Mr. Robinson, 101b. bream ; July 27th, Mr. Lewis, 7lb. bream ; July 
30th, Mr. Montague, 103lb. bream; July 26th, Mr. Palmer, one carp, 61b. ; 
Mr. Knight, one carp, 5lb.; July 28th, Mr. Newman, of Putney, one carp, 
5lb. ; August Ist, Mr. Newman, of Harl’s Court, some fine eels, both sharp-nosed and 
broad-nosed, and one lovely carp weighing 43lb—a wonderfully game fish, and 
afforded some rare sport for about fifteen minutes. The potent observations tendered 
by some of the crowd must have been highly appreciated by Mr. Newman ; 
unfortunately, it turned out a dreary, wretched, soughing, soaking, wet night. I 
always notice this is sure to be the case whenever I invest in a new hat, and forget 
my umbrella. Later, Bank Holiday, Mr. Clark, one carp, 51b. 20z. ; and Mr, White, 
one carp, 6}1b.—a splendid fish, N.B—The charge for jack-fishing at Wimbledon 
Lake is 1s, 6d. per day, not 2s. 6d.,as stated in a former letter.—M. A, 


Wye and Derwent. 

We have had a great deal of heavy thunder; vain fell all over Derbyshire since 
my last report. The Derwent had a most beautiful nut-brown colouring water on 
it last Saturday (a very killing water for the bottom anglers), which was the cause 
of a very many fishermen turning out on both the Darley Dale and Matlock Bath 
club waters, The local anglers had fair catches on the latter club’s water. Mr. 
George Else, of Matlock Bridge, had a larger basket of fish off the Matlock Bath 
Club water, near to Matlock town, than all the fishermen put together killed off 
the Darley Dale Club waters. The fish were taken mostly with maggots and ant 
eggs for baits ; both trout and grayling have been running a good size lately, many 
fish being taken that were over lb. a-piece. One angler had six fish that weighed 
nearly 91b. the lot, on the Matlock Bath Club water. Fly-fishing is now first-class 
on the Derwent, both trout and grayling rising very freely at Ash Dun, Honey Dun 
Bumble, Yellow Dun, and Little Black flies.. The Red Ant is just making its 
appearance on the Derwent river.. Sport on the Wye—viz., Buxton length and the 
lower lengths near Rowsley—has been much better since the rain fell; Honey Dun 
Bumbles, Yellow Duns, and Dotterel flies all killing fish, There are very mahy 
gentlemen fishermen down on the Derwent just now, all doing fairly well. Fishing 
prospects looking first-class for next week, both trout and grayling rising well to- 
night (Thursday).—Gro. JAs, HAToN. _ [Held over from last week.—Ep. | 

The Bank Holiday piscators have had a very fayourable week of it for fishing on 
both the Wye and Derwent, and decent creels have been the order of the day by 
those who have had the proper flies to use ; baskets from four to eight brace have 
been about the average catches. The Wye has yielded much better sport since the 
rain fell; in fact, good large-sized trout have been killed off the Buxton length, 
also below Bakewell down to Rowsley, a Bakewell angler. taking a handsome trout 
of nearly 2lb. below Bakewell ; and several others have had trout to about a pound 
a-piece. Mr. W. H. Davis, a London angler, has had by far the handsomest basket 
of trout off the Derwent Chatsworth club water last Monday. On that day, Mr. 
Walter Glossop killed a magnificent trout of 2lb. loz. off the Derwent Whatstand- 
well length, also one grayling, 1lb. weight, besides some more smaller fish, and 
several other anglers had decent catches. I myself had a day at 
Whatstandwell yesterday (Wednesday), and -killed eight brace of good 
sized fish with fly. The best killing flies now are: Ash Dun Point, Little Keg, 
first drop, Honey Dun Bumble, second drop. These flies will kill well on any of the 
Derbyshire rivers when the fish are inclined to rise. The Yellow and Light Dans 
are good flies for late evening fishing. I have just received a letter from a gentle- 
man who has had 1+ days’ fly-fishing on the Derwent, Hathersage length, He 
killed sixty-one brace, chiefly with my Whirling Dun. We had a very sharp frost 
here on the 3rd inst. ; the thermometer registered 37 degrees at 4 o'clock in the 
morning. -We have many fishermen down here at the present time; on both the 
Wye and Derwent. Fly-fishing prospects looking first-class for next week.—GEO. 


JAS, HATON, 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). ; ; 

The Bank-holiday anglers mustered in great force upon all the favourite stations 
in Yorkshire ; but, although the waters were in a very favourable condition from 
recent rains, no very heavy baskets came under my notice. Mr. J. Marston, of Pool, 
and myself had fairly good sport above Aysgarth, on the Yore, but nothing out of 
the common. The small Red Ant and August Browa should now be the best killers 
for a fortnight or three weeks, with the Brown and Red Owl as evening flies,— 


FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 
Yare (Norwich). 

Roach-fishing in this river is now at its best; from Brundall down to Cantley 
(many miles), it’s all the same—large and plenty is the result of a day’s angling. 
T’ve been to Buckenham Ferry to-night, and Host Garrett tells me that about two 
stone of roach per boat has been the sport. This is not up to what we looked for ; 
kut it is very fair for the class of anglers who have been down. I fully expect 
during the next three weeks to record some extraordinary catches on this river, 
Prospects excellent.—-RoBERT MOLL, 








SCOTCH NOTES. 

ALTNACEALGACH HoTEeL, SUTHERLAND.—July 26th : Rey.- A. Faber, Doncaster, 
on Loch Cama, 83 fish, 191b. ; Mr. George Beith and friend, Musselburgh, on Loch 
Urigall, 104 trout, 28lb, 27th: Mr. G. Beith and friend, on Loch Boarlan, 61 fish, 
15lb. ; Rev. A, Faber, on Loch Veyatie, 63 fish, 151b. ; Colonel Stewart, on Loch Cama, 
48 fish, 1231b. 28th: Mr. G. Beith and friend, on Loch Awe, 24 fish, 8lb. ; S. Smith, 
M.P., of Liverpool, on Loch Cama, 38 fish, 101b.; Rey. A. Faber, on Loch Urigall, 73 
fish, 191b. 29th : Colonel Stewart, on Loch Urigall, 120 fish, 28lb, ; S. Smith, M.P., 
on Loch Urigall, 84 fish, 21lb.; Mr. J. Miller, Musselburgh, on Loch Cama, 67 fish, 
201b. ; Rev. A. Faber, on Loch Boarlan, 73 fish, 201b, 30th: Mr. R. Symmons, Col- 
chester, on Loch Cama, 34 fish, 12lb.; Rev. A. Faber, on Loch Urigall, 40 fish, 1241b. 
31st : Mr. Symmons, on Loch Urigall, 96 fish, 22lb.; Rey. A. Faber, on Loch Cama, 
40 fish, 121b. Weather unfavourable for fishing.—JoHNn M‘DoNALD. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Since my last report the river Nith has been fuller, and there 
has been a good run of sea fish. Herling have appeared in large numbers, and as 
General Johnstone’s tickets have been issued, some fair,baskets have been made in the 
water adjoining the town. Still, I must say, that in the upper reaches of the river, 
herling and sea-trout are somewhat scarce. This is easily accounted for by the 
almost nightly use of the shackle, which intercepts the fish in their run up the 
river. One morning this week the police waylaid three “ gentlemen of the shackle,” 
and secured their nets. They had had anight of it, and no mistake, about four score 
of herling being found in their possession. A little action of this kind vigorously 
pursued on the part of the river watchers would be attended with the best results. 
There can be no doubt that if wholesale shackling is indulged in without a check, 
our streams will soon be depopulated. The successful anglers during the last few 
days have been Messrs. Morley, Reid, and Murray, Dumfries, in the lower portions ; 
while in the upper portions, good baskets haye been made by Mr. P. B. McKill (one 
trout of 2}1b., two sea-trout, and nine yellow trout) ; and the Rev. J. W. McKinnon, 


~ Dumfries, in the Cairn, on Thursday ; Mr. Kennedy, Dumfries, in six hours, landed 


141b.of beautiful trout. In the Annan anglers haye been very busy. On Monday 
morning a good many herlings were caught near the town of Annan. Mr, W. 
Wright killed a splendid lot with the Stewart tackle on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
The water was getting very small; but rain appears to-day, and the rivers will 
be raised and put into good fishing condition. I may add, too, the Solway fishermen 
have had a good time of it, and that salmon is very cheap in the towns,—B. [Re- 
ceived too late for last week.—ED. | f 
DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY.—Angling is in full swing just now, the recent rains 
having put the rivers in splendid order, There is an abundance of new-run grilse in 
the Dee (Kirkeudbrightshire), large numbers having been killed with the rod during 
the past few days. It is a common thing for workmen to kill a fish before starting 
the labours.of the day, In the upper and middle reaches of the Dee some grand 
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hauls are being made. I hear that in the Esk (Langholm) anglers are doing 
well, some excellent baskets of sea trout rewarding their efforts. Coming nearer 
- Dumfries, the general centre of the southern counties, I am able to report the 
Annan and Nith in fine trim. From daybreak the banks are dotted with 
fishers, and I have seen some capital baskets being carried off before the sun’s 
rays became too powerful for successful angling. It will interest Dumfriesians 
abroad to hear that the public have liberty to fish free and at any time (barring 
Sunday and the annual close periods), for white fish from the lands belonging to 
the town and from the lands of Kingholm, belonging to the War Department, 
This gives a great stretch of water, and makes a convenient rendezvous for those 
who do not care to tramp to the upper portions and the tributaries of our famous 
streams.—B. . f 

HALLADALE (ForsINARD HoTEL).—On Wednesday Miss Jamieson had a grilse 
of 5lb.,and Mr. Jamieson one of 33lb. On Thursday the same party had twenty-two 
trout on Loch Shealg, and Mr. Murray a grilse of 51b. on the famous Bridge pool. 
On Friday Mr. Walsh had six trout on Loch Coorach, and Mr. and Miss Jamieson 
ten trout on Loch Shealg. On Tuesday Mr. Toope had a grilse and two sea-trout, 
and a basket of brown trout ; and Capt. Henderson had a basket of brown trout. 
Miss Jamieson brought a grilse and a salmon to the gaff in real sportsman style, 
weighing 34lb, and 74lb. respectively. 

ISLAND OF CoLL, ARGYLESHIRE.—Gentlemen going to some of the numerous 
trout lochs on the island met with good sport, notwithstanding that the weather 
till now has been very much against anglers. Mr. Turner and party, London, 
Dr. Smith, and the Rev. H. Bolton Smith, London, had good baskets this week. Mr, 
Fleming, Stirling, killed eighteen fine trout on the Gallanach lochs in a few hours. 
Should the weather continue mild, good sport may be had netting the shoals of grey 
mullet that frequent the creeks and bays close by the Hotel—DoNALD CRAWFORD, 
Coll Hotel. 

OVERSCAIG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE, N.B.—By parties out from the hotel here the 
following takes were got during the week—viz.: Mr. Veasey, 26th July, Loch Shin, 
lb. trout ; 27th, 11lb. ; 28th, 5lb., one grilse, 51b.; 31st, Mr. Cumming and friend, 
9lb. trout, one ferox, 91b. Loch Merkland, Mr. Veasey, 51b, River Merkland, on 
the 28th, D. McKay, innkeeper, caught a fresh-run salmon, 11}1b,—DUNCAN 
McKay. 

SHIN, SUTHERLAND Hore, LarrG.—Mr. Copeland, 1031b. of trout ; Mr. Cope- 
land, 741b. of trout ; Mr. Humphreys, 1431b. of trout ; Mr. Copeland, 61b. of trout ; 
Mr. and Miss Jameson, 8}1b. of trout; Messrs. Goldie and Reed, ten trout, 641b. 
and one grilse, 6lb.; Messrs, Copeland and Cummings, 1141b. of trout; Mr. and 
Mrs, Gillespie, 7lb. of troutand one grilse, 4}1p. Weather very cold and changeable. 
—J. A. BUTTERS, Lairg. 

TWEED AND TEVIOT.—The angler’s “ winter of discontent” is still hanging out 
here. Rivers getting smaller and smaller day by day, and, as a natural consequence, 
the beds of the streams are rapidly filling with filth and ground weeds. Although 
we had a good deluge of rain during last week, still the land is so dry that it takes 
all the rain in as soon as it falls, and these pluvial descents have not in the slightest 
degree improved the fishing in these rivers. Until we have fully forty-eight hours’ 
heavy rain we cannot expect to have the much-desired requisite to good fishing —a 
heavy flood. Of course, now and again a small basket is taken ; but these takes 
are like angels’ visits—few and far between. On Wednesday night, fishing for 
about two and a half hours, Mr. A. Steel, on the Tweed, killed about 41b. of trout, the 
number of trout in the basket numbering exactly one dozen. On the Eden we have 
been informed that a basket of 5lb.and one of 34lb. have been got; while on the 
Teviot, for four hours’ fishing, a disciple of old Izaak was rewarded with 31b. As far 
as is possible to ascertain up to time of despatching these notes, the above are all the 
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takes for ten days. Of course, salmon angling is ata standstill, albeit there are 
a good few fish seen at intervals in the various fastnesses. The net salmon fishings 
on the Tweed are still much the same as they have been for a month back, the only 
noticeable feature being that a few more grilse are being got. The fish at the 
present time are mostly being caught on the sea-coast and at the mouth of the river, 
very few having been killed in the stations further up. Prices just now are: 
Salmon, Is. perlb. ; grilse, 10d.; trout, 9d. At the corresponding period last year 
they were : Salmon, 11d. per lb. ; grilse and trout, 9d. per 1b—MAXWHEEL, Kelso, 
July 29. [Received too late for last week.—E. | 





IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LOUGH MELvIN,—At last we are having a spell of summer weather. 
In the beginning of the past week the wind shifted round to north and the rain 
stopped, and since then the weather is all that one could ask, The following are 
the particulars for the Erne for the past week :—Mr. 8. B, Thomas, on the 26th, two 
salmon, 101b, and 91b., and a grilse of 8lb. ; on the 27th, one salmon, 1841b. ; on the 
29th, one salmon, 10lb., and two grilse, 7lb.and 6lb, Captain Barry, on the 26th, 
one salmon, 21lb., and two grilse, 6lb, and 5lb.; on the 28th, one salmon, 91b. ; on 
the 29th, two salmon, 9b. and 8}lb. Dr. Ward, on the 26th, two grilse, 8lb. and 
441b. ; on the 27th, one salmon, 101lb. ; on the 28th, one grilse, 8lb.; on the 29th, one 
grilse, 831b.; on the 30th, one grilse, 8jlb.; on the 31st, one grilse, 83lb. Mr. J. 
Browning, on the 28th, one grilse, 7lb.; on the 29th, two grilse, 8lb. and 7lb. ; on 
the 30th, two salmon, 121b. and 83lb, General Beresford, on the 26th, three salmon, 
12lb., 1141b., and 101b., and a grilse of 7lb.; on the 31st, one grilse of 8lb. Mr. R, 
Crawford, on the 28th, one grilse, 73lb. Mr. W. B. May, on the 28th, three salmon, 
141b., 121b., and 111b., and a grilse of 6lb. The trout rose freely on Lough Melvin 
during the past week, and some good baskets were taken.—M. RoGAN, JUN., Bally- 
shannon, Co. Donegal. 

Moy AND LAKES, BALLINA.—Much rain has fallen during the past week, which 
has kept the river rising, and in a dirty state. A few salmon have been killed by 
the rod on the shallows; sea-trout are now running in large numbers up the river, 
and some good baskets were captured last week in light water—fish weighing from 
db. to 241b. I have seen a nice gillaroo trout that was captured a few days ago on 
the Lough ; he weighed 6}1b. Next month is the best month of the season for 
getting large trout on the lakes, and it is not unusual to get fast in a trout of from 
6lb. to 121b. weight, trolling. We have had now quite enough of rain for river and 
Lough, and should the weather settle fine we expect good sport on the river.— 
FRANK HEARNS, Ballina, co. Mayo. [Received too late for last week.—ED. | 

SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—The water is now in splendid order, 
the floods of last week having subsided, leaving it a nice beer colour, and just the 
right height for the fly. During the flood a considerable number of peal, with some 
small sized salmon. ascended the river, and have afforded sport every day since. 
They are still running up with each tide ; the numerous takes on the lower waters, 
where they are met with in snaps of from four to ten—principally peal. Strange 
to say, the great run of fish when they came to the mouth of the Tar—a considerable 
tributary which joins the Suir about seven miles above Clonmel—diverged from the 
main river, and went ina body up the tributary, which they ascended some four or 
five miles. This most unusual circumstance may thus be accounted for, The rain 
coming from a south-westerly direction, flooded the Tar considerably more than any 
of the other tributaries, and the fish naturally followed up the heaviest waters.— 
RICHARD BRADFORD. [Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL),—River in splendid order. Good sport 
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with peal ; Mr. Brown (Munroe) killed seven in two days. The Clonmel men during 
one haul got eight, three, two, and one (all peal) in four snaps. Trout-fishing has 
greatly improved, good baskets of from six to eighteen, averaging 31lb., are had 
every evening and on any dull day. There is generally a rise at about two or three 
o’clock, during which some good sport may be had.-RICHARD BRADFORD. 

BALLYNAHINCH FIsHERY.—(By Telegraph.)—Since last report the following are 
the takes :—Col. Bide, 56 trout ; Col. Beresford, 110 trout ; Mr. Debenham, 2 salmon 
and 86 trout; Mr. Curtler, 72 trout; Sir G. Booth, in four days, 2 salmon and 80 
trout; Mr. Bailward, jun., same time, 2 salmon and 30 trout; General Davis, 2 
salmon and 67 trout; Mr. Lawson, in three days, 61 trout; Mr. Hone, 76 trout ; 
total for the week, 8 salmon and 716 trout, which are very numerous but taking 
short.—ROUNDSTONE, 





MR. GLADSTONE AND HIS CORRESPONDENTS. 


HOWEVER much they may agree or disagree with Mr. Gladstone’s 
policy generally, editors of all newspapers will be most willing to 
accede to his desire that the following letter to Mr. Arnold Morley 
should be published :— 

“ August 4th, 1886. 

“My dear Morley,—It is a pleasure to me to think that if it be agreeable to 
our party the relations which I have held with you during our short tenure of 
office will be continued now that we have resigned. But, even apart from the 
action of permanent causes, the strain of the last six years upon me has been 
great, and I must look for an opportunity of some change and repose, whether 
in or beyond this country. 

“But in one important respect I feel that relief must be sought at once, and 
must be made permanent. From circumstances it has been my fate to be 
charged with a personal correspondence, in part highly interesting, but far 
greater, I am inclined to suppose, than has ever fallen to the lot of any other 
individual. My private secretaries, when I have been in office, have, by hard 
labour, carried on what I may call the work of a department. I can neither 
maintain the establishment, nor promise the devotion of time and the surrender 
of personal liberty, which the efficient conduct of intercourse by letter, with not 
less than twenty thousand persons in each year, would require. 

“JT am, therefore, obliged to give, once for all, a general notice to many 
correspondents of my inability, which I am sure will be readily understood, either 
to make replies to letters, or to return manuscripts or other enclosures which may 
be addressed to me, and my silence will be kindly interpreted to signify that I 
have nothing to say in the particular case. 

‘‘T am well aware of the courtesy of the conductors of our public journals in 
matters suchas this, and all those of them who may be kind enough to insert this 
letter in their columns will at once confer a favour upon me and materially con- 
tribute in most instances to the convenience of some portion of their readers.— 
IT remain, my dear Morley, sincerely yours, ‘W. E. GLADSTONE.” 

Some time ago we heard indirectly that a gentleman felt so aggrieved because 
a letter sent to the Editor of this paper was unanswered that he felt it quite 
impossible to communicate with us again. On our explaining to him that, as we 
received nearly as many letters as Mr. Gladstone says he does, and that it was 
a physical impossibility to reply to them all, he accepted our explanation at once. 
Up t> the time of this little affair we had been under the impression that 
editors were not expected invariably to reply to correspondents, or take notice 
of their communications, and that, as Mr. Gladstone puts it, silence would be 
kindly interpreted to signify that there was nothing to say in the parti- 
cular case. f 

As far as it is possible, we notice or reply to all correspondents. Here is the 
reply of a “brother Editor” toa question of ours on this point : “ Answer all 
letters?!!! Good heavens! If I answered all letters I should have nothing 
else to do—literally. No ; on principle I have to let half the letters I receive, 
privately and otherwise, answer themselves. The post-card is, 
however, a good institution : it enables you to make an acknowledgment, which 
is out of the question if you have no alternative but to write a letter.” 








NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


Tux following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 

for the FisH1nG GAZETTE by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 

and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 

tion may be obtained :— 

9609.—JoHN CouLson, of Baron-street, Buckie, Banffshire, for an invention of 
“ Propelling by Manual, Foot Power, or otherwise, Fishing Boats or other 
Vessels when Becalmed at Sea, or otherwise Requiring Propulsion, and for 
Driving Capstans, &c., on such vessels.” 

9802,—Isaac Knipp Rogers, of London, for an invention of “ An Improved 
Bait-hook for Fishermen and Anglers.” 








A (REPORTED) 3LB. Roacu.—A roach, weighing 3lb., was caught on Wednesday 
by Mr, S. Russell, of Walsall, in the Keeper’s Pool, Sutton Coldfield, near Birming- 
ham. Messrs. Nutting and Co., of Edgbaston-street, Birmingham, have been com- 
missioned to get the fish preserved, and have sent it up to Cooper, of London, for 
that purpose.— Birmingham Post. {We must see this fishif we get a chance—it is 
probably a rudd.—Ep. | ; } 

CAPTURE OF A STURGEON IN THE SurR.—On Monday last, the 2nd inst., just 
below Carrick-on-Suir, the Ballylynch men captured a fine specimen of this rare 
visitor in a seine net. It measured 8ft. 9in. in length, by 53in. in girth, and weighed 
36 stone. It is many years since we had such a visitor. 

Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition. Terms according to requirements. Highest references given 
and required. Address, Mrs. MAROUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks, Reference kindly 
permitted to Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE. 


AN AMUSING INCIDENT. 

Srr,—In the May Fly season of last year I was trout-fishing with a friend ina 
tributary of the Avon near Malmesbury ; the river was so weedy and bushy that no 
other mode was practicable but dapping. We were about fifty yards apart, when 
my friend exlaims: “lve got him!” To whichI replied: “So have I!” We had 
no assistance, and the landing-net was a hundred yards down the stream. What 
was to be done? I told my friend to hold on carefully till I got to him, and with 
great difficulty I piloted my fish down the stream till I reached my friend. I then 
took his rod in my left hand and held my own in my right, with a line between 
each finger and thumb, while my friend raced for the net. Both fish were big and 
strong, and each jumped, at least twice, a yard out of the water; they tried hard to 
cross lines, At one moment, wanting a third hand to shorten one line, I found 
my teeth would answer the purpose. After what seemed an age, my friend arrived 
with the net, and after about ten minutes of the hardest work I ever had, we had 
both fish on the grass ; each was over two pounds.—I am, &c., 

dba Ele By, 


Malmesbury, 
(RE eR EL ANSE EE SE ia 





A FIGHT witH A WHALE.—The Queenstown correspondent of the Liverpool 
Journal of Commerce says :—The mail despatches from New Orleans, which were 
landed at Queenstown from New York, furnish the following details relating to a 
combat between monsters of the deep. Captain Grimes and officers of the Liver- 
pool steamer Humboldt, which arrived here from Rio de Janeiro with a cargo of 
coffee, relate an account of a marine combat witnessed by them on the morning of 
the 10th of last month. The vessel was ploughing ahead in lat. 13 25 S, lon. 36 16 W, 
off San Salvador, Brazil, when the attention of the crew was attracted bya furious 
commotion of the waters a short distance ahead. As they neared the spot they saw 
that a terrible combat was going on between monsters of the deep. The sea was 
lashed into a seething foam ; it fairly boiled within a circumference of 100 yards, 
and myriads of mad whitecaps floated away beyond this circle. Moving up and 
slowing down they stopped to watch the battle. It was one to the death. A sword- 
fish and a thrasher had attacked a tremendous sperm whale. The strength, size, 
and force were with the broad-backed sperm, that, wheeling round and round, as if 
working on a swivel, swung its huge tail with mighty power. It would raise itself 
aloft clear out of the water, blow spray through its nostrils, and make frantic 
efforts to annihilate its foes ; but science, skill, and manceuvring were on the side of 
its enemies. The thrasher is supplied with a “sucker” that enables it to stick to 
whatever it attacks. The laches adopted by the pair were successful. The 
thrasher springing upon the back of the whale clung there, at the same time lashing 
the unfortunate creature with its tail, actually whipping it to death. The great 
sea animal with the most gigantic efforts was not able to cast it off. There it held 
and lashed, while the swordfish drove his sword time after time into the side of the 
big antagonist. The waters were dyed with the blood of the leviathan, and in the 
course of a short time he had succumbed to the effects of the beating and the stabbing, 
and floated upon the sea a lifeless mass, The vessel at the termination of the con- 
flict steamed away. 
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the world. Hard cable waterproof, hook-resisting landing nets. 


All faulty lines replaced with new ones, 


Hundreds of Testimonia's that these Lines are not only the best, but the cheapest in 


Used and recommended by the Right Honourable Earl Ducie, 


Earl of Mars, Lord Stormont, His Grace the Duke of Argyle, Duke of Athole, Duke of St, Albans, Duke of Marlborough, Marquis of Lansdown, Sir Wm, Elliott, Capt. 


Spencer Vansittart, and hundreds of eet Anglers of the day, 
TWINE-SPINNING COMPANY,” MANCHESTER, 


As our samples are of some value, two stamps must be sent with application,—Address, “ COTTON 


THE FISHING GAZETTE, 


Ava. 7, 1886. 
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SERIOUS GUN ACCIDENT TO A FISHERMAN. 


On Monday last Mr. Payne, who rents a fishing right on the Chilbolton Common 
water, was asked to join a party for duck-shooting. It was a pouring wet 
morning, and after the shooting was over the several gunners were conversing 
outside Mr. Smoker’s house on the Common, when the gun of Mr. Tilbury, jun., 
went off, and the contents of one barrel passed into and through the calf of Mr. 
Payne's right leg ; he was standing only seven yards off at the time... Fortu- 
nately the bone was not touched. Several of the shots were extracted the same 
day ; but the leg swelling it was deemed advisable to discontinue the search. 
On inquiry this morning I was pleased to hear that the patient was going on 
very favourably, and the inflammation subsiding. The accident was caused by 
Mr. Tilbury trying to draw out a cartridge that had jammed in consequence of 


the wet. HAMPSHIRE. 
rr 
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Boys WHIPPED BY SPARROWS.—A crowd of boys attempted to amuse themselves 
by throwing green apples into sparrows’ nests on the Hill last evening, and suc- 
ceeded in creating a very lively fight. The trees were filled with thousands of 
birds, which stood the fun until it became monotonous, and then organised and 
made a full swoop upon their tormentors. They flew straight for the face, and it 
began to look serious for the urchins. Some of the latter ran to a safe distance and 
looked on, but the more adventurous waged the battle. Two boys were pecked at until 
their faces and hands were covered with blood, and they were obliged to defend 

_themselves with clubs in order to save their eyes. They tired before the sparrows, 
however, and at last were obliged to beat a retreat to some more thinly-populated 
bird district, while the feathered army huddled together on a long limb,— Fall River 
Globe, July 22. 











THE “FISHING GAZETTE” PLIERS, 


DESIGNED BY R. B. MARSTON. 


These Pliers will be found extremely useful to all classes of Anglers, as they 
combine’ SLX USEFUL TOOLS IN ONE, viz. :— 


<g> A. Strong round-nosed plier 

“a for every purpose of 
pliers. 

. Knife for splitting shot 

large or small. 

Fine wire cutter. 

. Strong wire cutter 

. Screwdriver. 

. Rimer for making hole 
in wood, leather, &c., 0 
clearing out a ferrul 
when the top or other 
joint is snapped off 
short in it. 

The Pliers weigh only three ounces, and are made in the best manner and of the best 

steel, and will be found thoroughly reliable. 


CASH PRICE, 2s. 6d., or POST FREE, 2s. 9d. 


Sole Makers: WILSON and SON (late Barron and Wilson), 
7, KING WILLIAM STREET, STRAND, LONDON, 






w 
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(This cut is HALF THE SIZH of the Pliers.) 





THE SOLESKIN 
PATENT PHANTOM, 


Made from the real skin of the sole, are now much improved in shape and durability 
They were the best killing baits during last season, ; 


Sold by all the principal Tackle Makers throughout the Country, and the trade 
only supplied by 


M. CARSWELL & CO., GLASGOW. 


THE ONLY MAKERS AND PATENTEES. 


TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES (of good quality), KILLING BAITS (for all kinds of fish). 
Price 1g, per Pint, Free, on receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of 
C. BRADLY, 62, JACOB STREET, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE. 
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ABBEY’S CELEBRATED BEST HEXAGON SPLIT BAMBOO 


SALMON ARD TROUT RODS. 
BEST QUALITY ONLY. 


Manufactured by ABBY and IMBRIE, NEW YORK. 
Agent: W. & OC. Scott & Son, Premier Gun Works, Birmingham. 
arn cn ne en 


BUILT -CANE FLY RODS /E, F, PRICKMAN, 
REDUCTION IN PRICE. 12, NORTH ST., EXETER, 


THREE MEDALS AND DIPLOMAS. London, MANUFACTURER OF 


1883, specially for Built Cane Rods, Warranted ADDS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 


equalto any rods made Mr. Malloch, of Perth, 

made a champion cast of 284yds. with one of these | AWARDED 2 PRIZE MEDALS, LONDON, 1883. 
rods, measuring l0ft. 3in.,at the FISHING GAZETTE 
Tournament of 1884, probably the longest cast by 
some yards ever made in England with arod at 
similar length, 

Price of 10ft, 6in.. with two tops, lock joints 
Two Guineas. Solid fittings and cork handle 
5s. 6d. extra. 

Any Rod failing to stand the severest test at the 
end of 12 months. will be exchanged, or a new 
part fitted free. 


PRICE LIST FREE. 











SPECIALITIES :— 


BEST PLAITED WATERPROOF 
SILK LINES 


The smoothness, flexibility, and strength of these 
Lines cannot be beaten, as they are manufactured 
from pure silk and _ thoroughly waterproofed 
DURING making. 
30yds, TROUT LINE, 8s. Sample Cards, post free. 
Best TROUT FLIES, Is. 6d. per dozen. 





SOLE MAKER Sole Mak 
y er of the celebrated “ ANGEL” or 
T L. ANDREWS “TOTNES” MINNOW, which obtained the 
é . 4 HIGHEST AWARD for Spinning Baits at the 
HIGH STREET, UPPINGHAM. Fisheries Exhibition, London, 1883, 
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FISHINGS TO LET 
The “SWAN? HOTBL,|LYAMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 
WALTON-ON-THAMES. LYNDALE HOTEL and 


: FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 
Proprietor, J, P, WHEELDON, /ate| rirst-cLass FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 
Angling Editor of “ Bell's Life in 


and under the same management. 
London” and “ Land and Water.” 


Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
sceneries in. the North of Devon, with about 20 
Close to Sunbury Weir, and. immediately | miles of good Trout ae rind ee ee 
A A mencing outside e otels, and including e 
facing one of the best angling reaches Of | Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams. 
the Thames, Splendid TROUT-FISHING | Permission for Fishing cau be obtained at the 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish | Hotels. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 
being known to lie in Walton reach and | Position of Hotels. i 
the celebrated “deeps.”” Punts, fishermen, WM: BEVAN, Proprietor. 
and baits always ready, upon giving one oe IN THE NORTH AND 
clear day’s notice. Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house -having been 
entirely refurnished ands put in order 


{' WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 

from top to bottom. The Proprietor 
desires to make his house “an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 


West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 

ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire to learn the 


make their wants known through the medium 
of the ‘ 

many mysteries of the “contemplative 

man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all 

styles and varieties of angling, and espe- 

cially in the little known practice of cast- 

ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 

Nottingham reel. 


ROACH AND BREAW 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e, 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous.” 
—Anglers Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


WANSTEAD, ESSEX, 
FISHING TO LET. 


Limited number of Subscribers required for fish- 
ing in Hight Acres of Strictly Preserved Water 
known as the “Basin,” plentifully stocked with 






























Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton‘in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


Barle Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 34 miles, from Dulver- 
ton Bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets : 
Day, ls.; Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s. ; Season, 10s. 6d. 
An additional 10s. 6d. for Salmon Fishing. Tickets 
can be obtained at “ Lion and Lamb Hotels” and 
«Carnarvon Arms.” Good Hotels aud Private 
Lodgings. Plenty of free Fishing near, iu Exe and 
Barle. Iurther information of 


J. H. BERE, Hon. Sec., 
DULVERTON. 


TROUT FISHING.” 


Five miles water of Right Hon, Earl of 
Carnarvon (Exe and Barle), free to 
Anglers staying at 
CARNARVON ARMS HOTEL, 


DULVERTON STATION. 
Fine bracing air, wild scenery 
billiards, tennis Five hours from London 


TROUT FISHING! TROUT FISHING ! 
ONLY 16 MILES FROM LONDON. 
11 Miles of Water, well stocked and pre 
served. Free to Visitors stopping at the 


Tench, Carp, Roach, Pike, and Eels. ] M 
Twenty Minutes from Fenchurch-street and pa. BOT Blass Pade bal [shale 
Li «street Stations. Fort nder manag "i en i 
iverpool-street Stations. For terms apply to class Wines... Moderate Tariff, : 


J. W. SIMMONS, ; 
62, WELLESLEY Roap, WANSTEAD. 
Stamp for reply. 


NAS LAKE HOTEL, TY-CROES, 

near HOLYHEAD.—Excellent Trout-Fish- 
ing in Lakes ani Rivers close to the above; also 
Sea-Bathing and Fishing (sea close to hotel). Ex- 
tensive Shootings. Boats in Lakes and Sea. Splendid 
Billiard Room newly opened. Lawn Tennis. Terms 
most moderate.—Apply, Proprietor. 


OULTON BROAD FISHERY, 
LOWESTOFT 


(Preserved under the Bite and Suffolk Fisheries 
‘ ct). 


UARTERS,WHERRY HOTEL, Mutford Bridge. 
Beautifully situated. G. MASON, Proprietor. 
Bstablished nearly a century. Boats 2s., full bait 
1s,, men 4s. per day. Terms for stopping visitors 
on application. Gravel and sandy soil. , 


g MALLOCH’S New Patent 
// ~~ GASTING REEL. 


See the Field, November Ist; the FISHING 
GAZETTE, Nov. 9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 
Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an-_ 

hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. 
Tt can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 





impossible. 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel. 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run. ope} 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application. 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards in the World atthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for “lies; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; Gold Meda) for 
Trc it Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
for Salmon Rods ; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 
gpevial Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels, Also, set 
Diplomas of Honour. 


TIE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


\ a: P. D. MALLOCH, 
— 209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET.’ 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 


J. W. MARTIN 


“Trent Otter”), Wholesale, Retail, and Export Fishing Rod, Reel, and 
Tackle Manufacturer, 


24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, Notts. 


Salmon and Trout Rods of best quality ; Nottingham Reels made'‘on the premises by new improved and 
accurate machinery, Special attention given to the famous Nottingham Rods and Tackle. Descriptive 
Catalogues sent post free to any ‘address, Forty per cent, saved by baying of a practical fisherman 
and direct from the workshop. $- * . 


(the 





Ave. 14, 1886.] 


GREAT EASTERN RAILWA He 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer- 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE —Excursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver- 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal green, London-fields, &c. Fares, 33,, 1s. 9d., ts. 6d. 

For full particulars see Bills, 

London, August, 1886. 





WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER'S 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, Xc., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


MISSION 10 DEEP-SEA FISHERMEN, 


The Offices of the Mission have been Removed to 
181, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Sir EDWARD BIRKBECK, Bart., M.P., Vice-President. 
Cc. S. READ, Esq., Chairman of Finance Committee. 
E. J. MATHER, Esq., Director. 









The spiritual and philanthropic effort organised in 1881 on 
behalf of the thousands of Smacksmen who, with very brief 
intervals of rest, are engaged all the year round in the Deep- 
== === Sea Trawling Fleets has, by the blessing of Almighty God, 
; roved of the utmost value. Srx Mission Vessels are cruis- 
ing amongst the North Sea Trawling Fleets. 12,000 smacksmen are engaged all the 
year round in providing our tables with fish. These men, who for us toil through 
furious blast and sleety storm—who hazard their lives and fall victims, hundreds of 
them, to the pitiless waves, that markets at home may be well supplied—may rightly 
claim some small share in the privileges we so richly enjoy and so highly prize. 

THIS THEY CAN ONLY HAVE THROUGH THE 
PRESENCE OF THE MISSION VESSELS 
Carrying to the fishermen the message of Divine mercy and pardoning love, bringing 
the pleasure of books to while away the weary hours, affording relief in case of sick- 
ness and injury, and cheering and brightening dull and monotonous lives by their 
presence and ministry. The Director will gladly attend drawing-rooms and other 
meetings to tell the story of the interesting work and exhibit his Dissolving Views. 


Gifts of Books, Tracts, and Periodicals are most acceptable. The demand for Mittens 
and Mufflers being very great, the Director will send samples to any ladies willing to 
assistin supplying them. FUNDS are GREATLY NEEDED to enable the Mission 
to place a Vessel with each of the 12 Fleets.” 

N.B.—The Offices were removed to the present address in December last. 
change will save much trouble, time, and expense tothe Mission. 


eT 


Ji $52, gr Bd Ea aly 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but asa guarantee of good faith, Unleis 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 
THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith ané 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


and the Provinces, — 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 





Attention to the 

















For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland 10s. 6d 
» Six Months i ” ” ” Pp ety 5 4 
3, Three Months ,, _ oe e a Ginssewetela 2 8 

To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 


188, Fleet-street, London. 
TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 1886. 











AN ALL-NIGHT FIGHT WITH A SALMON. 


THE Hon. Major Hill had a great battle with a big salmon in his 
fishery on the Wye the other evening. He hooked what appeared 
to bea very heavy fish at 7.45 p.m., and had him on the whole night. 
Every angler will understand the feelings of the Major when, after 
a twelve hours’ struggle, at 7.30 next morning the hook came away. 
The fish has been seen since—at least, it is presumed to be the 
ae Sr ia Builth, and is estimated by good judges to weigh from 
Co) : 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
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A WEEK AT A FARMHOUSE. 
By “ THE AMATEUR ANGLER.” 


“ Here, at least, I'll stay no longer—let me seek for some abode, 
Deep in some provincial country far from rail or turnpike road ; 
There to break all links of habit, and to find a secret charm 
In the mysteries of manuring and the produce of a farm.” 
—*«LowEsBy HALL” (BROMLEY DAVENPORT). 


WHERE shall I spend my holiday ? It is now just two years since 3 
performed those piscatorial exploits in pleasant Dovedale, which I 
ventured to record in a small volume entitled “The Amateur 
Angler’s Days in Dovedale.” Last year my destiny carried me across 
the Atlantic to “ Frank’s Ranche,” in the Rocky Mountains. All the 
long months which have intervened have been spent in the usual 
mill—months long enough and weary enough to make me quite 
forget all the disasters that befel me in my angling experiences, but 
far too short to make me forget the delightful time I spent in that 
charming Dale. Those pleasant recollections have only served to 
inspire me, as time rolls on, with new and ardent enthusiasm for 
further adventures with rod and line. Let others, I say, wander off 
to Alps or Apennines ; they change their sky but not their minds who 
cross the sea ; they may come back laden with artistic lore from all 
the galleries of the Continent, or they may, and perhaps mostly do, 
come back as empty as they went. As for me, I prefer to spend my 
rare and precious holiday “far removed from noise and smoke” in 
some quiet, sequestered spot in my own country. Whither shall 
I go? 

One of the small dreams of my old age has been to go down to 
Herefordshire for the purpose of fishing in one or other of the 
prolific streams that percolate through that fertile and leafy county. 
My recollection of these streams goes back to boyish days, full 
fifty years ago and more. 

One’s boyish remembrances are most vivid as regards the most pleasant times ; 
and it is pleasant to forget the disagreeable ones. Well do I remember many 
a delightful ramble by the side of the sometimes slow and sometimes swift- 
flowing Lugg. I know it is a custom of some writers to depreciate the attractions 
of this stream—it has been called sluggish and unpicturesque ; in my opinion 
there is nothing so ugly about it as its name (the origin and meaning of which 
I should be glad if some ancient Briton would make known to me), and I know 
of many as picturesque bits of quiet woodland scenery on its banks as can 
be met with on almost any stream, where of a genial summer’s evening I have 
watched the big trout flopping up here and there, and it seemed to me in that 
peaceful scene as if it were all one to the trout whether he took 
a bait provided by bountiful Nature, or a tinselled hook obscured 
by artful man; he was equally happy whether he was caught or not 
caught—it was all a part of Arcadian bliss. The trees were alive with 
a variety of song birds; on the thistle heads, especially down about 
The Tarrs, one might see dozens of the pretty little golden linnet, so rarely seen 
elsewhere ; rabbits hopping across one’s path ; the lowing herd winding slowly 
homewards to the milking yard, or flapping their dappled sides in some cool and 
shady corner of the river. That is the sort of thing which a treacherous 
memory—spanning a period of half a century—led me to look for now with 
too much certainty. Not that such scenes of felicity did not exist then, nor do 
not now ; but things are not always in this happy state, and I am sorry to be 
obliged to record that my present visit has by no means realised my dream. 
Romance has given way to reality ; the weather has been dead against me. I 
carne down here with the intention of blessing these charming scenes and streams ; 
but I cannot do it—my week’s experiences do not justify it. 

Let me, as briefly as I can, tell you the story of my week’s holiday. I 
took train at Slough on Monday morning, and travelled vid Gloucester and 
Hereford. I wanted to see how Herefordshire looks now that it is ploughed up 
by railways in every direction. In my time no railway had dared to approach 
it. Then old Dick (I think his name was Dick) Morris used to drive a slow- 
and-sure four-horse coach from Hereford to Lemster and back, over Dinmore 
Hill. Dick was a real specimen of a coachman, and weighed twenty-five stone. 
Now the train cuts through Dinmore Hill, and one only catches glimpses of the 
surrounding country as it dashes along. 

The weather had been fine and genial till I left the train at Kingsland to take 
a ten-mile drive across country to the old farmhouse, which was to be my head- 
quarters for the week. As we approached the hills, in the midst of which this 
pleasant old homestead nestles, storm-clouds lowered over them, distant thunder 
was heard, and we reached the friendly shelter of the farm ina downpour. 

The rain was not only plentiful, it was cold, coming as it did off a biting north 
wind. It was pleasant to meet with a warm and genial welcome from my 
friends. 

On Tuesday I started at 10 o'clock for the Teme, being my nearest stream. 
I was well equipped with tackle and flies of the best, and accompanied by a 
youth who had driven me to the water—about four miles from the house. The 
weather was extremely unpleasant, speaking mildly. Heavy black clouds hung 
round, and “shadows like the wings of death were out upon the gale,” which 
blew in cold and chilling blasts from the north, frequently bringing angry 
showers with it. 

I began at Leintwardine bridge, on the north side of the river, with the north 
wind blowing at my back. I wore a thick black mackintosh and overalls to 
match. The stream, in spite of the rain, was low; I whipped it carefully, 
throwing, as I thought, very artistically into all the likely currents, whirls, 
eddies, and pools as I struggled along. By four o'clock I had reached Walford 
bridge, and then I yowed I would fish no. more. T had had six hours of hard 
toil, for I conscientiously left no part of the water uncovered by my doughty 
flies; but beyond the three small grayling which I caught I never saw a single 
rise during the whole time ! 

“What can be the meaning of it?” I asked myself. What could you or 
any other angler have done that I have not done? I did my best to keep well 
out of sight, and, having the wind with me, I threw with the utmost delicacy 
and precision ; perhaps it was a general disadvantage that I had the higher or 
banky side of the water, and could not so well get at the deep holes, which 
mostly trended under the banks on my side. 

I fished up-stream and down-stream, as circumstances seemed to warrant ; 
sometimes I fished with a dry fly, deftly laying him on the water, floating 
proudly with wings spread out and jaunty tail : nothing could be more like 
nature. Sometimes I allowed the flies to sink, and float down a few inches 
below the surface, thinking that, as it was too cold for the fish to come 
to the surface, they may be feeding on a plentiful supply underneath ; 





but it was all to no purpose! I will go home now, and try again 
to-morrow. I may say that, during my fishing, notwithstanding the cold 
wind, I had become very hot, and had for some time, when the rain ceased, 
fished without my mackintosh. When I got into the trap to return home I 
began to feel the biting wind again—my feet were wet, of course ; and that 
night I went to bed with a chill and fit of shivering. 

On Wednesday morning I was too ill, and, truth to say, not very enthusiastic 
about fishing ; so, instead, I strolled round the farm with mine host. He is a 
breeder of pedigree Hereford cattle, and possesses a herd of something over a 
hundred of as fine animals as one might wish to see. I was shown four two- 
year-old cows and their bull-calves, which, on Saturday morning next, will be 
on the broad Atlantic (in charge of my host’s son), on their way to found a 
colony of pure bred Herefords in South America. 
of pocket in landing these eight animals at their destination will be about £205, 
or £25 12s. each ; yet, in spite of this heavy outlay, my friend is sanguine of 
making £25 a head more for them all round than if he sold at home in the 
present very depressed state of the market. Tet us hope that his unusual pluck 
and enterprise may not result in disappointment. 

Tt seems that the United States, which until lately was such a fine market for 
pedigree Herefords, is now virtually closed. The Americans have their own 
Herd-book, and unless imported Herefords are entered therein, they are tabooed, 
inspite of whatever heraldic claims they may show in their own country. 

Herefords are no longer wanted in the States, and there being no import duty 
on breeding cattle, the acute Yankee dodge has been resorted to of exacting a 
charge of 20 per cent. of the value for the privilege of entering pedigree Here- 
fords in this Herd-book, without which record American farmers will not buy. 

Hence it is that our farmer is now seeking ‘fresh fields and pastures new ” 
for his beautiful cattle, and I trust he will find them. 

In the evening I felt better, and the old mania revived. I remembered that 
you had supplied me witha large black fly for evening fishing, with special in- 
structions as to mode of using him on the stream. Armed with this and fall 
of hope, we drove off again to the Teme at six o'clock. This time we com- 
menced at Walford Bridge, where we had yesterday left off, and I fished for 
about two miles up stream under circumstances just as disappointing as ever. 
No longer am I permitied to doubt that it is duck, and not skill, that fills the 
basket. 

I plied that big black fly with unremitting care and attention to rules laid 
down. I placed him jauntily on the water, and succulently I drew him under 
it ; but he had no attraction for trout or grayling—not a single rise did [ get or 
see the whole of that cold, damp evening. I have not the least doubt but that 
the river swarms with fish. Pray don’t let me disparage the river ; but I want 
to know why I cannot, or rather why I do not, catch them ? 

And yet how easy a thing it would have been for me to have told you of the 
“spotted beauties ” that weighed down my creel ; of the fights I had had with 
a pound trout in yonder swirl, and still larger grayling in the running stream. 
What a week of sport I could have recorded ; but Lrefrain. J leave that kind 
of interesting verisimilitude to your more experienced writers—to anglers who 
know how to do it. 

I wonder if your readers can stand much more of this sort of thing. I know 
they prefer, andI hope it is not uncharitable to suggest that they sometimes get, 
provincially speaking, ‘‘ whoppers” about floppers. I have no such tale to tell. 
Magna est veritas; andif you think they care for just a little more of that 
ancient and homely quality, I will in your next tell something of my doings 
on the Shobdon water. 





AN ANGLER’S HOLIDAY IN SUTHERLAND. 


By W. MURDOCH. 


A FRIEND accompanied me on my angling tour. Monday morning 
was grey and cheerless, a cold north-wester blowing, and black 
squalls at intervals scudded along. Prompt at eight we started off 
in a four-wheeler drawn by Mr. Murray’s pair of fine browns. Our 
destination was Loth Coorach and Na Sealg (Shallag). 

On the horses sped a#a nimble pace, while we, having lit our pipes, 
chatted away with Mr. Murray about the merits of his whiskey, about 
fishing and farming, the Pictish forts along the strath, and whatever 
other topic first came uppermost. ; 

Arrived at Gordon’s we were met by a friend and Morrison, the 
hotel keeper at Melvich and Reay. Mr. Murray left us here, and 
Mr. Morrison agreed to accompany us to the fishing. 

Old Donald Gunn, crofter and boatman, was soon in attendance, and away 
we went up the face of the brae, Donuiél leading at a brisk pace. Half an hour’s 
walk took us to the lochs. My friend (Munro) went to Coorach with Donald, 
while I went on to Na Sealg along with my other friend and Mr. Morrison. I 
rigged up my rod the time the boat was being baled, and we started to fish about 
half-past 10 o’clock. 

My cast consisted of the Zulu for the trail, and the droppers were the Green, 
the Claret, and the Heather Moth. In our first drift—in the bay near the old 
boat-house—I soon got hold of a good trout of 3lb., which, on being taken into 
the boat, Morrison declared was a “‘real Loch Na Shallag trout.” These trout 
(Loch Na Sealg) fight most gamely, are firm, and, when cut up, show quite as 
pink as a salmon in good condition. 

The day, as we had anticipated, declared itself squally and cold. There was 
altogether too much wind, and black squalls came on with frequency. The 
trout were not rising to the natural fly, and I found that a great many came 
short, and that few of those that missed came at the fly a second time, no matter 
how quickly I repeated the cast over them. The result was not a little dis- 
appointing, as, considering the high reputation of Loch Na Sealg, I had expected 
that I should have made a very heavy basket. 

Morrison advised us to tramp over to Acron, which he said “never dis- 


appoints.’’ We went, and in half an hour I had nine trout, the largest 1lb. We’ 


left off fishing about five, as the wind was getting very cold and the trout 
declined to look up. 

When we reached the road where our trap was waiting we met Munro. He 
had had a very good day on Coorach, which, being only a small loch, did not 
carry such a tremendous wave as Scalg did. Unfortunately for him he broke 
his rod about three in the afternoon, otherwise his basket would have been much 
heavier. His take was fifty-four trout, 2341b. ; and my take consisted of forty- 
two trout, 2211b. » 

Donald Gunn was in high spirits, not with the day’s sport, but over the fact 
that 4’s man had had the best of it, Donald got a big drink from me before 
we parted, but that same did not prevent him from going up to Morrison, and 


remarking, with seeming great satisfaction to himself, “ Ye see noo, man, that I 
can aisily beat ye!” 
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A good dinner was ready for us at Reay Inn, which we reached about nine 
o'clock. Overhauling my tackle later in the evening, I found that I had tried 
eight patterns of flies during the day. 

Next morning I went up to Loch Coorach. Again the weather was bad ; worse 
even than it was the previous day. Donald Gunn didna like the “black squalls Oe 
he niver saw the troot tak’ weel in that kin’ o’ wuther. We did all the principal 
drifts of the loch, and to very little purpose ; we smoked, lunched, tasted the 
“craiter,” buttook very few trout. Gulls gyrated about ; scarffs, black and red- 
throated divers floated around, and one Great Northern diver entered appear- 
ance about midday, while now and again in the distance we observed— 


“The stately drake 
Lead forth his brood upon the lake.” 


The weather got wretched about 4 o’clock ; we fished Loch Na Sealg there- 
after, but very soon had to give it up. I tried nearly all my flies on Coorach, 
and the best killing ones I found to be the Claret, the Green, and the Heather 
Moth. When the Green Drake came on the Green did far the best, and the 
Heather Moth was the deadliest during blusters of wind. The imitation Green 
Drake was a perfect failure. My basket was 42 trout, 23)1b.—a poor result ; 
but the fact that the weather was dead against me has to be borne in mind. 
Shallag (Sealg), Coorach, and: Acron are splendid lochs, and in dullish weather, 
with a fair breeze and a moist warmth in the air, they yield wonderful baskets. 
Sealg is the largest, and perhaps the best loch of the three. Eighty-five trout, 
weighing 53lb., have been caught on it by one rod in the course of eight hours. 

IT had other three days before leaving the Forsinard and Melvich waters, and 
my baskets were : Wednesday, 50 trout, 341b. ; Thursday, 32 trout, 22alb. ; Friday, 
40 trout, 15lb. The Baddan Loch (which I fished for only five hours and got 
the 15lb.) was a sea of waves, and hail fell during the day. We could not manage 
to get through the narrow neck to fish Loch a’ Olar, the best fishing loch in this 
chain of lovely lakes. I got one trout of 2lb., but the rest were much smaller 
than the usual run of pink-fleshed trout to be got off these lochs, especially Loch 
a’ Clar ina good day. Although, on one occasion, as we were crossing the loch 
I felt almost certain that we were to be capsized, I must not omit to state that 
old Donald Gunn managed the boat with great coolness and skill. 


Metyicu Hore is nicely situated, pretty high in the face of a hill fronting 
the Bay of Bighouse, where capital sea-bathing may be enjoyed. From 12 to 15 
lochs are attached, and on the best of these the innkeeper has boats for the use 
of his guests. Hereabout, and at Forsinard as well, the lochs are early and the 
trout run large, while most of them are pink-fleshed. A great proportion of 
the trout get into good condition by the middle of May, and sport continues 
good from that time till the end of September. Several lochs, which have been 
preserved for half a century, are now attached to the Hotel, and a good road 
leading to them has been made through the centre of the Armadale shootings. 
For size and quality the trout in one or two of these lochs can hardly be beat. On 
the 17th of July one gentleman caught seven trout, 133lb. The chief lochs are 
Baligal, Auchredigil, Hileanach, Breack Beg, Breack Mor, Meala (Mall) Mop, Na 
Gall, and Craskach. It is best to drive to Melvich from Forsinard Railway 
Station, at which is 

Forstnarp Horst, a nice, snug little place, standing out, white and distinct, 
on a flat in the uplands, eighteen miles from the sea. Hill and moor surround 
it, and the air is bracing. The Halladale is close by, and some salmon and grilse- 
fishing in the season can be got, as the innkeeper has a rod for the accommoda- 
tion of his salmon-fishing guests. Early in the spring I gave a full description 
of the Halladale in the pages of this paper. Along with several others, thirteen 
lochs, containing beautiful sporting trout, are fished from Forsinard. Verified by 
an independent authority who has often fished these lochs, the following state- 
ment by a friend of mine, giving the average basket in a day, and the average 
size of the trout, will doubtless be of interest to the intelligent readers of the 
“F.G.” Clach na Gal 20lb., average size 2lb. ; Na Sealg 25lb., two to the Ib. ; 
Coorach 22lb., two to three to the lb. ; Leir 201b., two to three to the lb. ; Sivie 
18lb., two to three to the Ib. ; Acron 20lb., three to the lb. ; Loch a’ Clar 25lb., 
three to the lb. ; Crosgach 12 to 15lb., two to the lb. ; Baddan Loch 20lb., three 
or so to the lb., with the chance of a few big ones. The uniformity in size of 
the trout in most of these lochs is noticeable. My. Murray, the hotel-keeper, 
is a great hand at the salmon-fishing, and his belief is that no fly yet invented 
approaches the Yellow Eagle. He has some capital stories about fishing in big 
waters. The use of the boats on the lochs at Forsinard is given free. 

We rusticated at Forsinard on Saturday morning, aud by the forenoon train 
went on'to Brora. The Helmsdale was dead low. Old Norman Fraser, head 
keeper and fisherman, was at Kildonan Station. At Brora I saw some very fine’ 
salmon, 20lb. and over, that had been taken in the nets. Robertson, the 
Duke’s netsman, showed me over the place, and into the ice-house. There 
was not enough water in the Brora for angling, but the nets at the mouth of 
the river were doing first-rate. We had a glorious day for our long drive up 
Strath Brora. The scenery at many points along the Strath is very pretty. 
It was rather early for the sea-trout fishing on Loch Brora, and but few anglers 
were out. We went on by the night train, and carly in the morning reached 


Larre Horen.—After breakfast I had a long and pleasant chat with a well- 
known angler regarding matters piscatorial. He was going on next morning to 
Overscaig, to stay there for a few weeks, and he hoped, he said, to take a few of 
Mr. Duncan Mackay’s four and five-pounders before he left the place. Lairg is 
a capital centre. Loch Shin is at the door, so to speak. Some fine ferox have 
been got in it this year by trolling. One or two hill lochs out from Lairg yield 
fine sport. Loch Beannach is rather a famed loch, and its trout average almost 
®Jb. Ata little distance from the Hotel the Shin flows out of its cognominal 
loch. About mid-day we went down to see the falls of the Shin. Lots of grilse, 
salmon, and sea-trout were bent on clearing the fall. Most of them succeeded 
best at the left side. A good run of fish was on, owing, I have no doubt, to the 
fact that it was the weekly close time. There is some very fine scenery along 
the banks of the Shin. Out some distance from Lairg, on the way to Altna- 
harra, is the place where Wm. Black, the novelist, said the Yankee remarked 
“that for a good wholesome dose of Godforsakenness this about takes the cake.” 
Mr. Butters, the hotel-keeper at Lairg, is very popular among his guests. His 
charges for drives and excursions are remarkably moderate. One could spend a 
few days about Lairg very pleasantly either fishing or sight-seeing. 

My friend Munro left me and went oa to 

OverscaiG. At that place he met with great attention at the hands of Mr. 
Duncan Mackay, the hotel-keeper. From Overscaig a number of excellentlochs 
can be fished, and nine boats belong to the hotel. The fishing on Griam and 
Merkland is capital, and the Overscaig end of Loch Shin gives wonderfully good 
baskets in favourable weather. Several small lochs in the hills hold very large 
trout. On one of these lochs Mr. Mackay, one day, had nine trout weighing 
36lb., the largest 71b. The Garvie and Merkland rivers hold plenty of grilse in 
August and September. The Butcher is about the best killing fly. In the 
Overseaig lochs very heavy ferow are got at times. In Shin, Griam, and Merk- 
land the ordinary loch-trout run about three to the pound ; but in the hill lochs 








' splendid weapons they found them—perfection to cast with, giving 
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the average weight is much above that figure. Ina small loch about two miles 
out there is a very fine kind of trout—thick, firm, of a delicate flavour, and 
averaging about Ib. Loch Gorm contains grand large trout, and no one going 
to Overscaig should omit fishing it for a few times in really favourable weather. 
The flies I recommend suit it particularly well. Tourists have been notably 
slack in coming up this year ; but Overscaig has been particularly well patronised 
notwithstanding. Anglers can get to Overscaig by the Scourie Mail car, which 
starts from Lairg 6.30 in the morning. 

Westward from Lairg is 

ALPNACEALGACH Horen, to reach which one makes the journey in the Loch 
Inver mail car. Trout running about three to the pound are got in any number 
in the lochs about Altnacealgach, whilst there is the additional attraction of 
ferox fishing. Loch Awe gives salmon and grilse, but seldom before the month 
of August. This season the fishing at Altnacealgach has proved remarkably 
good, not only for trout, but for feror as well. Lochs Awe, Calma, Boarlan, 
Veyatie, Urigill, and one or two more lochs are all within easy distances of the 
hotel. Over the whole of these lochs the baskets daily for the whole season 
average about 201b., from May to September. The hotel people are remarkably 
attentive and kind, and the boatmen on the lochs are very efficient hands. 
Altnacealgach is a capital place for rusticating, and the air is very bracing. 

Our next stage was INCHNADAMPH. 

We tried Loch Assynt, trolled and fished with fly, but had little luck the 
few hours we were on it. The weather was wretched. Angus Macleod 
gillied us. The Gillaroo Loch, which we fished for a couple of hours on 
Tuesday forenoon, yielded us only nine trout—the largest 1lb. The Gillaroo 
are fickle. Angus told us that they take best on a fine day after a spell of bad 
weather. The Loanan, when in ply, affords pretty fair grilse and salmon- 
fishing from the middle of July onward. The Traligill and it both flow into 
Loch Assynt quite close to the hotel. The Traligill contains plenty of fine 
trout, and on a good day fishes well. Mr. John Sutherland, the hotel-keeper, is 
a genial old soul. He is rather stiff now, but otherwise is wonderfully hale. 
Get him in the mood, and you will get grand stories from him about stalking, 
trapping, shooting, and fishing. He came through the hard in his younger days, 
having then, “ unaided and alone,” had to watch and go over a tract of Suther- 
land ground, on which there are now no fewer than nine keepers. His campaign 
is over now, so far as the hills are concerned, and, as Artemus Ward said of 
himself after returning from his summer campaign, “he is now resting in the 
bosom of his family.” I enjoyed my short stay at Inchnadamph. Good sport 
can be got there, and Angus is a good man to have for boatman. John Mac- 
leod, another boatman, is very fond of having a try fora sawmon. A very fine 
cammach, which I had fancied, was presented to me by Mr. Sutherland as a 
souvenir of my visit. 

Once on to the top of the Mail car we were not long in reaching Locu INVER 
Horer. At that place I met some London friends, and spent several days very 
pleasantly. On Wednesday I fished the Kirkaig river for four hours, and got 
2 grilse. The angling isin the hands of the hotel-keeper, and the river is 
divided into two beats, arod going to each beat. There are about a dozen good 
pools in the four miles of water, and the Kirkaig scenery is charming. August 
and September are the best angling months, and’ the flies principally used are 
the Jock Scott, Butcher, Black Doctor, and Blue Doctor. I liked the Kirkaig. 
Old Norman Macleod, otherwise Black Norman, who was my gillie, told me that 
he was sure I had “ fished before for salmon in bigger waters nor this.” Norman 
is an obliging old chap. He has a boat of his own, and he offered to take me 
out for some sea-fishing or a dip in the “briny.” Loch Inver has many attrac- 
tions. Char are got in Loch Potee: the best fishing loch near by ; sea-trout 
are plentiful in August and September ; trout, not very large, but in any 
number, are got the whole season in the many lochs about ; salmon-fish- 
ing in the Kirkaig—lovely little river—is available ; and the scenery is grandly 
wild. In one day, on Loch Skin-a-Skink, Roderick and Kenneth Stewart 
oaring, and myself and friend fishing, a basket of 36!b. weight of trout was 
obtained. Large trout and ferow in any number are got on this loch ; but 
salmon cannot reach it, as the falls of the Polly (24ft.) completely bar their 
ascent. Unless, therefore, the salmon of the Polly can fly, there is no possibility 
of the feror of Loch Skin-a-Skink being Methusaelic or out-of-condition 
specimens of the genuine Salmo salar. 

At Inversuin Horet, where I wound up, I had good sport, getting one 
evening five trout, 12lb.; my friend three, touching on 8lb. On the Kyle, 
which my friend fished for three hours, and had eight sea-trout, the fishing is 
first-class in August and September. The sea-trout run from 3lb. to 3lb., and 
the best stretches of fishing water are just beside the Hotel. The lochs in the 
vicinity are excellent for trout.. 

Anglers going to Sutherland by the Caledonian Canal ought to break the 
journey at Invergarry, and see what there can be seen—“ the wondrous beauty 
of the pride of Scotia’s Highland scenery,” and enjoy some trout and ferow fish- 
ing on Loch Garry, one of the loveliest lakes in Scotland. 








JAMES OGDEN’S- NEW BLUE MAHOE ROD. 
“ CHELTENHAM”’ PATTERN. 


MR. JAMES OGDEN, of 28, Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, sent us a 
few weeks back a 10ft, 3-joint blue mahoe fly-rod, “double brazed, 
and with two tops for trial. We were very doubtful about his being 
able to make a light, stiff, powerful fly-rod entirely of blue mahoe ; 
but his “Cheltenham” pattern at once proved to us that he can do 
it, and it also proved that our previous experience of blue mahoe 
had given us an entirely wrong impression about it. Friends who 
had been using salmon-rods of Mr. Ogden’s mahoe had told us what 


great power over a fish, and retaining their spring and shape for 
years without change. We have given the “ Cheltenham ” a severe 
trial—in fact, in order to test its strength we tried to break it by 
using a heavier line than was reasonable with so light a rod ; but it 
showed no signs of strain in any*way ; altogether, we never handled 
arod which fulfilled our idea of what a single-handed 10ft. fly-rod 
should be better than this. The “Cheltenham ” is not only a“ good 
one to go,” but also a very handsome rod to look at, and in the 
ferrules we are glad to see Mr. Ogden dispenses with almost all the 
taper, thus getting over the tendency to throw out inseparable, as 
Mr. Wells so well points out, from the ordinary British wedge-shape 
ferrule. The next time any of our fly-fishing readers wish to make 
themselves or any friend a handsome present, we should advise 
investment in a 30s, 10ft. “Cheltenham.” It is delightful to use 
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a light, “quick-recovery ”’ rod Jike this as compared with a rod 
which seems to gasp for breath all the time you are casting, and 
feels as limp as a girl in a faint when you get a fish on. But Mr, 
Ogden will make them of any action; the “ Cheltenham.” is the 
pattern he uses himself. 
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CANADIAN SALMON Fisuinc, —Resticoucue SatmMon.—July 26,—Editor 
Forest and Stream.—Please find herewith the salmon score at Indian House 
Camp, River Restigouche, 18 days, 6 rods :—Total number of fish, 264 ; weight, 
6,220lb. ; average, 2341b. per fish. The rods stood in numerical order, 107, 74, 
30, 30, 12,10. One lady in the party killed 30. Heavilest fish, 36lb. ; several 
from 30 to 35Ib—AN O1rp Hanp.— The St. John (N.B.) Globe, July 21, 
reports :—Dr. F. W. Campbell, Mr. H. R. Ives, Mr. T. H. Stearns, of 
Montreal, and Mr. W. M. MacPherson, of Quebec, members of the Upsal- 
quitch Salmon Club, have returned from their fishing grounds on the Resti- 
gouche, and report the fishing good. Dr. Campbell and Mr. T. H. Stearns 
had nine days’ fishing, Mr. MacPherson eight days, and Mr. Ives (who had. to 
return home ill) three days. The following was the catch :—Dr. F. W. Camp- 
bell killed nineteen salmon, weighing 22, 18, 25, 21, 20, 24, 20, 22, 21, 22, 12, 
27, 12, 22, 26, 28, 24, 26, and 12lb. Mr. Stearns killed fourteen salmon, weigh- 
ing 23, 24, 20, 22, 25, 23, 27, 28, 19, 26; 20, 25, 20, and 18lb. Mr. MacPherson 
killed eleven salmon, weighing 22, 24, 25, 12, 11, 24, 26, 22, 28, 12, and 26lb. 
Mr. Ives killed four salmon, weighing 21, 24, 24, and 25lb. 
3 & o % 
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It is a curious fact that anglers who use lures which are not universally 
admitted to be perfectly fair lures have a curious knack of calling them by any- 
thing but their plain English names. Dr. B. is giving a glowing account at the 
Whiskeytorial Society of a great take of trout, when some member cries, ‘ What 
did you kill them with, Doctor?” The Doctor pauses a second, and then— 
instead of, like the well-known rustic angler who, on being asked what he had 
in his mouth, said “ Wums”—replies, ‘I took them with the Gardenia.” If he 
has been using the “ Alexandra,” he says, with a twinkle in his eye, “ Painted 
Lady.” Then last week Mr. Basil Field, in his delightful ‘Stray Notes,” 
remarks that the keeper had tried the garden fly and “Pale Lemon” in vain, 
and points out that Pale Lemon is a euphuism for prawn. Unfortunately, the 
printer spoilt the effect by giving Palvemon serratus as the Latin for prawn, 
instead of Palemon serratus. 

ae 3 a aS ae 

Tn our notice of the Tournament prizes we find we omitted to mention the 
following from Messrs. Allcock and Co.,—a patent collapsible bait-kettle, a most 
useful little affair, especially to the peripatetic angler. They also gave a dozen 
gut casts, 50 yards of pike line, 35 yards of tapered fly line, and 50 yards of 
flax line—a very handsome gift. Mr.W. Robertson (whose address we should like 
to have) sent a gross of Scotch trout flies of most excellent make on capital 
hooks and fine selected gut. We never saw a better selection of small Scotch 
trout flies. Mr. I’. R. Sachs and Mr. Frank Sachs each gave a magnum antique 
Black Forest spirit bottle of quaint design. Messrs. Watson and Hancock an 
excellent rod, reel, and line, specially made for punt and boat fishing. Messrs. 
Lambert and Butler, the celebrated tobacco manufacturers, kindly gave a pound 
of their “Jessamine” tobacco. If this is as good as their sun-dried honeydew, 
then, in our opinion, anglers will not easily find a tobacco to equal it. -We say 
this after over thirteen years’ trial ; in fact, the only fault we can find with the 
sun-dried honeydew is that, as it never bites the tongue, you are tempted to 
“light up” too often. (N.B.—Insist upon having it in the 1s. or 2s. tin-foil 
packets with the firm’s label on it, as many tobacconists pretend to keep it in 
bulk and sell what is not Messrs. Lambert and Butler's sun-dried honeydew, 
and several makers give this name to their own makes.) Messrs. Edmiston and 
Co., of Cockspur-street, sent a pair of first-class wading stockings. Unless we 
are mistaken, they are the agents for Captain Berthon’s patent collapsible 
boat, which is admirably adapted for fishing otherwise inaccessible Scotch and 
Irish lochs. Messrs. Gaynor and Son, of Richmond, tell us that there is a 
great demand again for their dace flies for the Tifimes. Tly-fishers for dace 
become more numerous every year, and Messrs. G. and Co.’s flies are found to 
kill well ; they gave a very useful box of spinning tackle. Mr. A. W. Parker 
gave two books. ~ Mrs. Routledge, of Carlisle, an excellent three-inch revolving 
plate ebonite reel. Mr. Sage a framed photograph ; and Messrs. Jamieson and 
Son two salmon flies mounted as brooches. Mr. Stephen Grant an elegant 
silver-mounted claret jug. Mr. Alfred and Son, of Moorgate-street, a valuable 
“Sun” reel. Messrs. Izod and James a well-made, well-balanced light roach 
rod, There was also a book by Victor Hugo, which we venture to say was given 
by Mr. Marriott. 

a cs 3 at % 
A Norwegian correspondent sends us the following note :— Recently an 
Englishman, Mr. Sturdy, who leases the right of fishing on lower part of the 
river Voss, on the west coast of Norway, caught, with rod and line, a salmon 
which weighed fifty pounds. Naturally, it was a severe tussle to land it ; but 
it was eventually accomplished, The fish, which measured six feet in length, 
was forwarded to England to be stuffed and exhibited. The peasants say 
that a 62lb. salmon was taken in the same stream a few years ago.” 

a a as ae ; 
Six feet in length! A salmon that length would weigh 150lb. Must have 
been an infant’s footsteps. All the same, we congratulate Mr. Sturdy. 

ae aS ae a 


We are glad to hear that the prospects of sport on the Tees are good, and 
the river is being greatly improved. At the last meeting of the Tees Fishery 
Board, the Finance and Watch Committee reported that out of the 158,000 
salmon eggs laid down in the hatchery last spring they had hatched successfully 
138,000, and that number of young salmon were turned into the Tees. At the 
suggestion of the Rey. Scott Surtees, the Board decided that for the future, 
whenever watchers had occasion to go upon private land in the execution of 
their duty, they must obtain an ordersigned by the chairman. Mr. T.M. Barron 
hoped to get the Board to establish a 2s. 6d. license duty for trout-fishing, 
and devote a considerable portion of the proceeds to stocking the river with 
trout. f 

* * a * oe) 
This season at Ballina has been one of the worst for the fishermen that has 
ever been known, not from lack of fish, but from the total absence of English 
anglers. “Mike” Hearne, the inventor of the famous “Goshawk ” fly, says he 
has not had a customer since March, and his two brothers have fared quite as 
badly. As the L. & N.W.Ry. issue return tickets to Ballina and back, available 
for a month, for 35s., this falling-off in the number of visitors is very unaccount- 
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able. Have the cross lines on Loughs Con and Cullen anything to do with 


it ? 
* * * * - 

Mrs. A. Bullmer, of 62, Wandsworth-road, sends us some casting-lines done 
up on a new plan—or perhaps it is a very old plan, with new materials. Dame 
Juliana Berners describes how a hair-line should be made—of three hairs, and 
two hairs, and tapering thus to that “single hair” on which Walton showed his 
disciple how to take a great chub or trout. Dame Bullmer deserves almost as 
well at the hands of anglers as her illustrious ancient predecessor in the art and 
mystery of fine “cast,” “collar,” or “leader” making. She was the first to 
introduce, at the price of eight pennies, a three-yard gut-cast so fine that we 
christened it “Gossamer.” An improvement on this. was her ‘tapered 
Gossamer,” and now she sends a twisted tapered Gossamer (price Is. 6d.), which 
is very attractive in appearance—to the angler we mean ; but we should say 
that two tapered Gossamers at half the price weuld be preferable as an invest- 
ment, unless the twisted taper fishes better than the single taper—which we 


doubt. 
2 E e a a 


There is an unusually good head of water in the Thames for the time of year, 
and, in consequence, far better sport is being had than generally falls to the lot 
of Thames anglers in August. On the upper river, those who have boats or 
punts at their disposal will undoubtedly find the best sport in fishing for chub. 
From our own observations, we should say that there are fewer boating men 
on the river than usual, and that the fly-fisher for chub really has a chance just 


now. 
* * * * % 


On the Thames, owing to the disturbance from boats and launches, chub do 
not take kindly to shallow water, but are generally to be found in some tolerably 
deep hole under the willows, or by some steep clay bank. Ona hot summer’s 
day they will often rise to the surface and bask; but the first passing boat 
sends them all to the bottom again. When the fish are basking, the ordinary 
fly-fisher who casts his fly over them lightly lets it rest a few seconds on the 
water, and then whisks it off again, has some little chance of catching something 
more than an overhanging withy ; but when the fish are some distance below 
the surface he may cast again and again without rendering his creel one whit 
the heavier. Asa general rule in Thames chub-fishing, it is essential to let the 
fly sink, and with this object some chub-fishermen have the fly slightly weighted. 
While the fly is sinking it should not be worked like a salmon fly, for the chub 
is very cautious about taking anything in the least “uncanny.” Of course, no 
rise is seen ; but immediately the fly is taken a slight tightening of the line— 
which should be carefully watched—will be noticed. 
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The great difficulty in fishing after this fashion is to obtain a boatman who 
can and will keep the boat or punt quite steady during the time that the fly is 
sinking. If the boat moves there is certain to be a corresponding movement 
in the fly, and as often as not chub refuse it in consequence. A good boatman 
is half the battle. 
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It may be remarked that this is not fly-fishing, but bait-fishing, and ought to 
be ignored by every true fly-fisher. ‘‘ Why, certainly,” as our friend the Colonel 
used to say. But it has as much right to be called fly-fishing as hath the 
somewhat similar method followed by salmon fly-fishers. In the good old 
days, when fish were many and launches few, the Lond-ide fly-fisher had more 
than a fair chance of success on the Thames ; but now, as we have explained, 
the chub seek deeper water, and must be angled for in a somewhat different 
fashion. Of course, there are still secluded spots where a chub may be found 
which will rise as gaily to a fly— Came up with a splash like a pig, sir ! ”— 
as of yore ; and now and again chub really rise well all over the river, and can 
be taken after the method beloved by the true fly-fisher. But such secluded 
spots, and such happy days, are few and far between; and the general rule is 
that, to be successful in fly-fishing for Thames chub, the fly must be sunk. 

* a se * * 


There is one point about flies which chub-fishers should bear in mind—always 
to use flies made of feathers and wool in preference to any indiarubber imita- 
tions of beetles, &c. The only advantage of these latter is that they sink 
quickly ; but when they are under water the chub, as a rule, after seizing them, 
expel them so quickly that*ho movement of the line is to be noticed, while fly or 
imitation beetle made of feathers will often be retained long enough for the 
angler to strike. In chub-fishing, whether with fly or bait, it is a good thing, if 
using a large hook, to file down the barb to about half its usual dimensions. 
The barb frequently prevents the hook going through the lip of the fish. 


The Conservators of the Wye have been successful in obtaining a conviction 
in what looks like a bad case of poaching. On the 28th of June two men named 
Williams were seen netting the river Monnow. ‘Their net was seized, and also 
a few trout and grayling which they had netted. On the case coming before the 
magistrates a few days back, the men were charged with netting and fishing 
for trout without a license. A conviction, of course, was the result, and a fine, 
with costs, amounting to £2 18s. 9d. The net, which was about twenty feet 
Jong, was ordered to be destroyed. 


ee 


EDEN FISHERY BOARD. 


A SPECIAL meeting of the Eden Fishery Board was held on Saturday, to take 
into consideration the question of protection of the river Eden and to decide 
what steps should be taken in reference thereto. Mr. T. H. Parker (Warwick 
Hall) presided, and there were also present the Venerable Archdeacon Prescott, 
Messrs. J. B. Slater, R. H. Horrocks (Eden Brows), G. H. Dixon, J. Robinson, 
W. Fell (Cordurnock), and Isaac Waite. Before commencing the special busi- 
ness for which the meeting had been called, the Clerk read a correspondence 
which had taken place between himself and the officials of the Midland Rail- 





way Company respecting the creosote which had been allowed to 
leak from a tank in the company’s yard, and which had poisoned 
the fish for miles down the Pettril. It was taken that this 


was purely an accident, over which the company’s servants had no 
power, and the question was, therefore, allowed to drop. The Board then 
came to the question of the pollution of the Eden by discharges from the 
Allenwood Paper Mills. In this case it also appeared that an accident on a 
large scale had occurred, and had this been an isolated one it would have been 
overlooked ; but it appeared that the pollution was regular, and it therefore 
became the duty of the Board to consider seriously what steps should be taken 
in the matter. The clerk said that the matter had been brought before the 
Carlisle Urban Sanitary Authority, and the town clerk had decided that that body 
had power to take proceedings against the mill-owners, always with the sanction 
of the Local Government Board. The mill people, on their side, claimed that 
they had run the refuse into the Eden for 30 years.—In reply to Archdeacon 


Prescott, it was stated that the only formal communication with the mill-owners 
was one to the effect that Inspector Nicholson had taken samples of water, and 
that officer would prove that poisonous matter ran into the Eden daily. Arch- 
deacon Prescott further suggested that the owners should be informed that the 
Board intended taking legal proceedings, and asking whether they cculd not 
change their system and avoid pouring poisonous matter into the river. It was 
pointed out that although the fish were poisoned below the mills, this was 
never so above; and Mr. Slater, who had information on this point, here 
described the process of paper-making, the chemicals in use, and the refuse 
which arose.—Inspector Nicholson submitted nine samples of water taken 
from above and below the mills. Nicholson could not swear that the 
dead fish found were killed by the filth, of which the bottles produced were 
samples. The Carlisle Urban Sanitary Authority had not seen the samples.— 
Archdeacon Prescott thought that if the Urban Authority saw them they would 
be a little moved. (Laughter.)—Ultimately, Messrs. Slater, Dixon, and the 
Chairman were appointed a committee to confer with the Urban Sanitary 
Authority with a view to the prevention of the pollution.—In reply to ques- 
tions, it was stated that the fishing of the river had been seriously injured since 
the mills began to run their refuse into it, and a story was added of a cow 
which crossed the beck when it wanted to drink, and went somewhere else.— 
The Chairman: Avery wise cow! (Laughter.) 

The Fishery Committee of the Corporation of Carlisle has just sanctioned 
the payment of an account of £269 4s. 6d. in connection with the recent hearing 
at the Assizes of the action by the Duke of Devonshire against the Corporation 
for trespass. Vs 





ANOTHER “DEPTH-GAUGE.” 


Messrs. J. WARNER AND Sons, Hewell Works, Redditch, send us a sample of 
“ Hooker’s Patent Angler’s Depth-Gauge.” This is the third ingenuity of the 
kind which we have noticed recently. Although apparently a complicated affair, 
it is in reality very simple, and it possesses these advantages: You can put it on 
and take it off the line without disturbing the gut bottom. It is advisable to 
use a rather large plummet with these depth indicators, otherwise there is not 
enough tension to prevent the line-float sipping down the line. The following 
are the inventor’s instructions as to use of the gauge :— 

“ Having affixed the plummet to the line, release the knob of the lever from the 
cavity in the side of the gauge, which will cause the cam to impinge against the 
roller. Then take the gauge in the left hand, and with the right pass the line 
into the radial slot, and by a twist of the hand through the top spiral wire 
guard, bringing the line down between the cam and the roller to the bottom 
spiral wire guard ; pass it through this guard by another twist of the hand, and 






































the gauge is affixed to the line. See that the line is now nipped between the 
cam and the roller. Throw your line into the water with the plummet and 
gauge attached. The gauge will float, and allow the line to run down through 
it till the plummet reaches the bottom. The act of pulling up will immediately 
cause the line to be nipped between the cam and the roller, and the gauge will 
remain on the line at the exact depth of the water. 

“The actual depth being now ascertained, the ordinary float can be adjusted on 
the line at the depth it is desired to fish. 

“The gauge is released by untwisting the line at the top and bottom spiral 
guards. Replace the knob of the lever in the cavity at the side, which is done 
by slight downward and inward pressure, and the gauge may be placed aside 
without fear of injury until again required.” 





FELT SOLES FOR WADING BOOTS. 


Our readers will remember some correspondence on felt soles for waders which 
appeared in our columns early this year. Messrs. Anderson, Anderson, and Co., 
of 37, Queen Victoria-street, E.C., made us a pair of black rubber fishing boots 
with felt soles and nails in the heels. We fully expected to find the felt sole 
wear away very quickly. One correspondent said it would only last a fortnight. 
We have used these boots since April, including an almost continuous spell of a 
month wading in streams of all kinds, and walking long distances on gravel 
roads, and the felt soles show not the least sign of wear, while they 
are more comfortable than nailed soles, and do not slip at all. One 
of our correspondents, Major-General Alex. D. Clay, bears out what 
we say about these felt soles. In a letter to Messrs. Anderson, Anderson, 
and Co., he says, “ The felt soles you applied to my waders answered to my entire 
satisfaction ; they were subjected to months of exceptionally rough usage, 
wading in stony rivers, and rough shore walking. They give a perfectly secure 
footing on slippery moss-grown stones, and have saved me manya fall. Iam 
still wearing those you put on my waders, and the felt soles are practically as 
good as the day I first wore them.” It may be useful to our readers to know 
that Messrs. Anderson will cement felt soles to any fishing boots. 





First STRANGER: “Slow, isn’t it?” Second Stranger: “Yes, very.” First 


Stranger : “ Let’s go home.” Second Stranger: “I can’t; I’m the host.” 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—The Great Need.—The blood is the life, and on its purity depends our 
health, if not our existence. These Pills thoroughly cleanse this vital fluid from all contaminations, 
and by that power strengthen and invigorate the whole system, healthily stimulate sluggish organs, 
repress over-excited action, and establish order of circulation and secretion throughout every part of 
the body. The balsamic nature of Holloway’s Pills commends them to the favour of debilitated and 
nervous constitutions, which they soon resuscitate. They dislodge all obstructions, both in the bowels 
and elsewhere, and are, on that account, much sought after for promoting regularity of action in young 
females and delicate persons who are naturally weak, or who from some cause have become 80, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to aequest Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed, * Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. ] 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The committee met on Monday evening last, the 9th inst., at the Foresters’ Hall, 
at 8.30, the vice-president, Mr. W. H. Beckett, in the chair. A telegram from the 
president, Mr. P. Geen, was read, excusing his absence, as he is at Lowestoft enjoying 
a well-earned rest, The minutes of the committee meeting of July 5th were read 
and confirmed ; the secretary (Mr. Ghurney) informed the meeting that the new 
visiting lists were ready for distribution among the clubs. Several matters of 
interest to the committee were next taken into consideration. A letter was received 
from Mr. Gafney regretting his inability to continue to fulfil the office of tyler to 
the Association. A vote of thanks for his past services, and regret at the necessity 
of his resignation, was unanimously accorded him, upon the proposition of Mr. New- 
man, seconded by Mr. Parker. An important discussion took place as to the ad- 
yisability of renting sundry fisheries, in addition to those already rented by the 
Association. It was unanimously decided that this was the right thing to do, and 
the secretary was commissioned to take steps to secure them. The sub-committee 
appointed to consider the alterations (in the interest of anglers) to the by-laws of 
the Lea Conservancy presented their report, and the remainder of the evening was 
passed with a most interesting discussion upon it. The committee, while thoroughly 
endorsing the spirit of the alterations, made several important suggestions as to the 
mode of effectually carrying them out. Nearly the whole of the members present 
spoke upon this important subject. A vote of thanks to the chairman brought the 
meeting toa close at a few minutes to 11 o’clock.—H. J. TIBBATTS, 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, August 16, 
at 8.30. Thenew District Visiting Lists are now ready, and may be had on applica- 
tion.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 





WESTERN DISTRICT. 

Owing to the Acton Piscatorials being unable to receive a visit at present, the first 
visit of revised list will be paid to the Bostonian Angling Society, at the Dalby 
Tavern, Dalby-street, Prince of Wales-road, Kentish Town, N.W., on Monday, 
August 23rd, when I hope to see a large muster for the new landlord to welcome.— 
J. JENNINGS. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my. last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 3s. 3d. 

from the donation-box of the Anglers’ Pride Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On August 8th the following gentlemen weighed in fish : Messrs, Medcalf, Fare- 
brother, Willis, and Moir.—J. WoRLEDGE. 

ALBION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 6th and 7th some very nice roach were on view, all in prime condition. 
Some I saw on Saturday weighed 21b. loz. each, the like of which to have ona long 
roach-pole would make many a old roachman’s heart beat again, especially if the 
same could be got within 30 miles of London. The principal contributors of fish 
during the past week were Messrs. T. Hughes, H. Smithers, J. Cooper, T. Gilbert, 
J. Frith, C. A. Beckett, and several other gentlemen well known for their piscatorial 
abilities. The next competition will take place on the 19th, for prizes offered by 
Messrs. A. Stribling, W. F. Grimmett, and C. A. Beckett.—PIXxIE. 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club fished a match on August 8th for three prizes at Woking, 
Broadmeads. A good number of members mustered at the headquarters, the Crown 
and Anchor, Woking village, kept by that obliging caterer for the working-man 
angler, Mr. G. H. Fox, of the Walworth Piscatorials, who provides all creature com- 
forts at a most reasonable charge. On taking our swims, fish came very slowly ; but 
on time being called Mr. G. Mumford was found to have taken first prize ; Mr. A. 
Mesure, second; the others not having the required weight of fish. At a special 
meeting on Tuesday last, extension of time was given members for weighing-in fish 
on week nights, and three valuable prizes was presented to the club. The next con- 
test at Staines, August 29 ; three prizes.—Gr0. MUMFORD, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting of this society on Friday was again well attended, and a very enjoy- 
able evening spent. Amongst the visitors were Messrs. Atchison and Aaron from 
the Anglers’ Pride; Mr. Grosvenor, Silver Trout; and Mr. Grinsteed, a Brixton 
Wanderer. The takes of fish were very poor, very few anglers seeming to have many 
fish. The following members weighed-in :—Messrs. Massey, sen., Massey, jun., 8. 
Bryan, H, Bryan, G. Salisbury, W. Robbins, H. Weed, S. Wertheim, and W. Temlett. 
Our weigher also had the pleasure of weighing a small jack for a member of the City 
of London Angling Society. On Tuesday five of the Brunswickers paid a visit to the 
Peckham Royal, it being the night of the South London United Visiting List. 
There was a fairly good muster, and 13 clubs answered to the roll-call. The next 
visit goes to the Marlborough’s, Marmont-road, Peckham, where I hope to see a good 
muster, We have room for one or two members, so any gentleman wishing to join 
us can do so on making an application on Friday or Sunday evening, 8.30, at Bruns- 
wick Arms, Brunswick-street, Blackfriars, S.E._STEWART BRYAN. 

[Cloth reading covers can be had, price 2s. 6d.—Eb. } 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of this society and its friends on Friday, the 6th inst., was posi- 
tively acrowded one. Mr. Harry Dunn presided, with Mr. Walter Hutchins in the 
vice-chair. The usual routine of business was consistently disposed of. Two gentle- 
men in nomination—Mr. E. Coleman, of Whitefriars, and Mr. J. Carter, of Black- 
friars, were balloted members. The secretary takes this opportunity to contradict 
the current rumour that this society is bombastically issuing challenges right and 
left against other kindred societies. So far from this being a fact, it is the intention 
of Ye Olde Blacke Friars to confine themselves this season to improving themselves 
and endeavouring to adorn their club-room with some good piscatorial trophies. 
Mr. Harry Dunn, on the 9th inst., was again successful with the barbel, and Mr. E. 
Coleman had a good show of perch and dace.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At our weekly meeting, August 6th, Mr. D. Dodson weighed in four nice fish— 
three bream and one barbel, the heaviest fish being a bream of 4lb. 1}o0z. ; total 
gross weight 12lb. 202, On the 15th inst. our members compete for three prize, the 
place to be selected at the next meeting night—Friday, the 13th inst.—A. CONN, 


sec. 
BIRMINGHAM WEST-END FISHING CLUB. 

This club held their annual contest at Pershore on August 2nd. The following 
members were prize winners :—lst, Mr. Gold, 3lb. 140z.; 2nd, Mr. Peters, 21b. 10402. ; 
3rd, Mr. Jones, 2lb. 340z.; Mr. Heywood, llb.; Mr. Woodall, 1330z.; Mr. Coleman, 
1240z.; Mr. Cockbill, 10$0z, ; Mr. Lawrence, 6}0z.; Mr. Deminge, 6}0z. ; Mr. Randle, 
4807, ; Mr. Careless, 1joz. Mr. Wainwright caught 3lb, 1loz., but was disqualified 
for using two bottoms on one line, The competitors fished two hours,—T. H. 
SANDERS, sec., Lamp Tavern, Bishopsgate-street, Birmingham. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

There was a nice show of fish at this young and flourishing club on the 8th inst., 
consisting of perch and bream, contributed by Messrs. Clark, Grimaldi, and Garratt, 
the largest bream being a nice fish weighing 4lb. 15}0z., taken by the last-named 
gentleman, This being the first specimen fish weighed in, it was at once decided to 
have same set up, and is now in the hands of Mr. Lancaster for that purpose. Mr. 
Garratt also had a fine eel weighingclose on 2lb. On Tuesday evening Mr, Grimaldi 
weighed in bream from the Welsh Harp, 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2nd inst, several members had good shows, Mr. Granfield weighing in 

211b, bream and roach, Messrs, Field, Maynard, Charles, and others also contributed, 








On the 8th inst. Mr. Brett had a specimen perch IIb. 8}0z., also jack and roach ; 
Mr. Granfield, a specimen tench, 41b. loz., and rudd, roach, and perch ; Mr. Hallett, 
chub; Mr. Charles, roach and dace ; Mr. Field, ditto. Secretaries of societies will 
please note that we have returned to our old quarters, the “ British Lion,” Caven- 
dish-street, New North-road, where all communications should be addressed.—C. 


CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last at the Swan, Mr, H. J. 
Hall in the chair. The minutes of the 26th ult. were read and signed, and general 
routine business transacted. Our chairman reported having, with another member, 
had a good day up the Thames, securing a heavy weight of fine dace, &c. The 
writer, with Mr. A. J. Oliver, hadan excellent day’s sport on the preceding Monday 
at some private waters ; we weighed-in a nice bag of perch and roach, heaviest perch 
Toz, ditto roach 130z, Mr. Colls had 8lb. barbel from the Thames on the 6th ; and 
Mr. H. J. Beck some fine trout, chub, and dace, with a fly in some private waters, 
one dace scaling $1b. This gentleman also took some small jack witha fly. Mr. 
Rogers had a jack of 31b., whilst angling from the garden of a member, in the New 
River. Mr. G. Bashford, a 5b. jack from the Thames. Mr. Graham Bennett had 
some large roach at Day’s water ; these were taken legering very lightly in the 
Copper Mill Stream, the water in which is now very low. Mr. H. J. Tibbatts had 
7lb. of heavy roach from this water lately. Members please notice that a meeting 
has been arranged for Tuesday next, the 17th inst., for a friendly competition at our 
waters at Tottenham; we meet at the “ Ferry Boat,” at 12 o’clock, when the few 
necessary preliminaries will be arranged ; these settled, we shall “goa angling.” 
Cold collation at the “ Ferry Boat” at eighto’clock, at which hour weighing-in will 
be the order of the day. I trust we may have a “fishy afternoon,” and that 
members will assemble in force. It was proposed that a regular Club 
outing be held the first week in September next, details of which 
are to be brought forward at our next Monday’s meeting. The secre- 
tary reported that the Lea was again flushed for two hours on Sunday 
morning last. Our old friend, member, and_ pianist, Mr. C. J. Winterbottom, was 
with us on Monday. His late visit to the Isle of Wight has worked wonders in 
his favour ; he was most warmly congratulated on his return, and sincere hopes 
were expressed on all sides for his continued improvement in health. We have 
had to deal with more trespassing and poaching in our exclusively private water 
at the Copper Mill, several persons being caught, who will have to answer for their 
misdeeds before the proper legal tribunal. A cordial vote of thanks to the chair- 
man closed the meeting, which I am pleased to say was very well attended.— HENRY 
Howsg, hon. sec. 

BASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

The society held its usual meeting at the club house, 162, King-street, on Monday, 
9th inst., when all arrangements were made for the match which took place on the 
10th at Ormesby from the Sportsman's Arms. There were twenty-three entries, but, 
owing to the unfavourable weather which prevailed, rain falling in torrents, only 
sixteen competitors put in an appearance, and all stuck to their places in earnest- 
ness the full time arranged, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. At intervals, when the rain 
eased, the fish bit fairly well, although many of them did not come up to the 
standard size and were consequently returned again to the river. The following is 
a list of the successful competitors :—First, Mr. Tooley ; second, Mr. Hannant ; third 
Mr. Harbord ; fourth, Mr. Lowrie ; and fifth, Mr. C. Harrison. The prizes will be 
presented to their respective winners next meeting night, Monday, August 16th.— 
W. Lowrisé, hon. sec. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On August 8th, Mr. G. Watling, roach and bream, 7lb. 140z., from Pullborough 
and Amberley. The following members weighed-in roach, bream, and dace :—S. 
Smith, 3lb. 30z., one roach 11b, 13oz. ; J. A. Fitch, 3lb. 130z. ; C. Painter, 21b. 140z. ; 
S. Baker, llb. l4oz.; J. Cartwright, 3lb. 4oz.; Messrs. Graves and Barnes, bream, 
from Welsh Harp ; Mr. Scott, jack, from the Wey ; C. Holmes, three Prussian carp. 
On the 22nd inst. we fish at Yalding for seven prizes. Arrangements will be made 
with the 8.C.R. for cheap fares and reserved carriage. All brother anglers are 
welcome to join us, Harly application requested.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street. The attendance was not large, many of 
the members being absent from town. Several good reports were received from 
them, Mr. Bentley being especially fortunate with roach on the Lea, The minutes, 
correspondence, &c., having been disposed of, a vote of thanks to the chairman, 
proposed by Dr. Defriez and seconded by Mr. White, brought the meeting toa 
close.—H. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of fish at the club on the 8th inst. Mr. R. Murphy, dace ; 
Mr. Hackett, jack ; Mr. Maybury, roach and jack ; Mr. Haines, jack ; Mr. T. Murphy, 
jack ; Mr. Holmes, roach ; Mr. Sampson, tench. The members will dine at the Rye 
House Hotel, on Monday next, the 16th inst., when I hope to have a large attend- 
ance. Mr. Solomon, one of our members, had the misfortune to lose his privilege 
card and case, with other papers. If any angler has found it, they would be doing 
a kindly act by forwarding it to the club-house.—R. MURPHY. 


GOLDEN BARBELL, 

On the 29th ult., Messrs. De Perran and Chapman exhibited 154lb. of roach and 
barbel. On August Ist, Mr. E. Lockmuller had 841b. of bream; Mr. J. Roach, 441b. 
of bream ; Mr. C. Chapman, 31b. ; Messrs. C. Stoner, A. Crow, C. Crow, and C. Bowring 
managed to get, between them, about 101b. of roach, bream, and dace, On the 2nd, 
Messrs. J. Green, De Perran, and J. Roach had about 16lb. of roach, On the 3rd, 
M. de Perran, Mr. E. Harrison, and Mr.8. Perkins had about 22lb, of roach and dace. 
Several members arrived too late both on the 8th and 9th inst., thereby losing to 
their brother members and friends the sight of about 40lb. of nice fish, Members are 
reminded that August 3rd was quarterly night.—PIXxIE. 

On August 8th the following had fish :—C, Chapman, 18lb. of bream ; C. Lock- 
muller, 141b. of bream; A. Crow, 6lb. roach, barbel, and bream; J. Green, 18lb. 
of bream, barbel, and chub; J. Stanton, 61b. of jack and roach ; S, Perkins, 5lb. of 
roach and dace ; Messrs. Perran, Shaw, Henrie, C. Crow, and Manley had about 101b. 
between them. The first sweepstake of the season will take place at Amberley on 
the 22nd inst., particulars to be had of J. Stanton, at the society's house, ‘* York 
Minster,” Foley-street, Portland-road.—PIXxIE. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the Sth inst. twenty-six members competed for seven prizes in the river Lea— 
boundary, from Carthagena Lock to Ratty’s Lock. Several handsome roach were 
taken, many over 1lb. each. The winners were as follow : First, Mr. A. Hattemore, 
7b. 120z. ; second, Mr, W. Pledger, 7lb, 83oz. ; third, Mr, H. Steadman, 4lb. 840z. ; 
fourth, Mr. J. Jevans, 41b. 520z. ; fifth, Mr. J. Merrick, 2lb. 10oz. ; sixth, Mr, R. 
Ball, 2lb. 8}0z. ; seventh, Mr. T, Haycox, 2lb. 7{0z, The next outing for prizes will 
take place on the 22nd inst.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. , 

On the 8th inst. several of our members were out, The following weighed in :— 
Messrs. F. Page, E. Pyne, F. Pain, S. Holder, R. Clark, T. Underwood. At our last 
meeting it was decided that we shall have a competition on the 29th August. 
Members please attend on 17th inst. to decide where we shall go. I am very pleased 
to say that we proposed four new members last Tuesday eyening.—R, CLARK, sec, 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 5 

Our trays have been fairly filled the last two weeks, some of our members. having 
fair sport, the show of roach by Mr. Blackman on the 8th inst. being particularly 
fine. The following members weighed in :—Mr. J. McDermott, roach (heaviest one 
going 1lb, 240z.) ; Mr. J. Comber, perch and roach; Mr. J. G. Feaks, roach ; Mr. 
Blackman, bream and roach; Mr. J. Bunn, roach ; Mr. W. Gillies, bream and roach ; 
and Mr. A. May, roach,—A, May, hon, sec., Radnor Arms, King Henry’s Walk, Balls 
Pond-road, W, 
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NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 6th inst. Mr. Brown, jun., weighed-in one jack, 51b. 14}0z., and on the 8th 
bream ; Mr, Hayes, roach—one going 1b, 20z.—from the Welsh Harp; Mr. Brown, 
‘sen.,a good show of roach, perch, chub, and dace from the Thames.—W. GREEN- 
Woop, sec., the Lord Southampton, Haverstock-hill, N.W. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only one of our members weighed-in fish on the 8th inst.—Mr. Goll, a very nice 
take of 121b. of perch, chub, and roach, and a barbel of 3}1b. Next week I hope to 
have some big takes to report, asa number of the members fish for prizes on the 
15th inst.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. , 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

Mr. C. A. Pocock, fishing at Shepperton, only managed to get a chub and a roach, 
thanks to several anglers fishing the same shop, through hearing that he had been 
getting some good fish during the holidays. Mr. R. Smith, fishing for half a day 
at Twickenham, managed to get some roach and barbel. Mr, G. Dodd had from the 
Ouse about 251b. of bream, roach, and perch ; Mr. R, Chantry exhibited bream from 
the Thames; Mr. Wigley also had bream and dace; and Mr, Storr has had 1lb, of 
gudgeon from the Stort.—PIxiB. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The members of the above met on the 11th inst., at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C., when Mr. W. Hawkins was elected a member. Very few 
members were out on the 8th, the only fish weighed being 3lb. 10}0z. of roach, by— 
C, PIGGOTT, sec, 

ST. ANDREW’S PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our return visit will take place at the Two Blue Posts, Mount Pleasant, Gray’s 
Inn-road, on Monday, August 23rd, The company of brother anglers will be 
esteemed a favour.—J. MILLWoop, hon, sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The last return visit on the above list took place on Tuesday last at the Peckham 
Royal Angling Society, Duke of Edinburgh, Shards-road, Peckham, when a good 
muster of clubs were present—namely, Bermondsey Brothers, Second Surrey, 
Rodney, South London, Anchor and Hope, Wellington, Battersea Friendly, Grange, 
Marlborough, Brunswick, Brixton Wanderers, Walworth Waltonians, Waggoners, 
Crown Perseverance. The next visit will go to the Marlborough, Marlborough 
Head, Marmont-road, Peckham. A meeting of delegates will be held on Thursday, 
August 19th, at the Pitt’s Head, Grange-road, to make arrangements for the second 
competition of the season, when I hope to see delegates from each club present.—J. 
CouRT, hon. sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

Several societies enrolled on the above paid a visit to the Peckham Royals on the 
10th inst. A grand display of vocal abilities took place; and on the roll being 
called by Mr. Vield, in the absence of Mr. Court through indisposition, the follow- 
ing societies responded :—Bermondsey Brothers, Second Surrey, Rodney, Peckham 
Brothers, United Brothers, Grange, Marlborough, Brunswick, Brixton Wanderers, 
Crown Piscatorials, and the Peckham Royals. The next return visit will be paid 
to the Marlborough. Secretaries and parties interested in these visits will greatly 
assist the committee if they will forward their notices so that each society has one 
clear week’s notice of the same, thereby giving secretaries and others the oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging the same in their weekly reports to the various papers 
interested in angling, and by this means ayoid the difficulty arising from not receiy- 
ing the notice in time ; and likewise, as complaints have been received of not receiv- 
ing any notice at all.—PIxik. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our trays have been well filled with good fish for several club-nights past. On 
August Ist, Mr; Davis had a very good lot, comprising one perch 11b. 15oz., another 
of llb. 80z., roach 831b., dace 3lb. 120z.; which he followed up on Aug. 9th, with 
11lb. 12$0z, bream (largest 2lb. 140z.), roach 2lb. S$0z., all taken with gentles. Mr. 
Brady, whipping for dace, took 1lb. 940z. On Tuesday, Mr. Gibson, from the Colne, 
3lb. Toz. dace, 1lb. lloz. roach. Our learned member, Dr. Part, is mounting, as 
objects for the microscope, a series of the scales of British freshwater fish, which he 
intends exhibiting in the club-room at some future date.—CHRASUS. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members were out on the 8th inst. and were well rewarded for their 
trouble ; but some of them-travelling such a long distance, returned too late to 
weigh-in. Mr. J. Payne, two days, a nice show of bream and gudgeon; F. Morse, 
two.days, some nice roach and dace; J. Currans, roach and bream ; W. Tyler,a good 
show of roach and bream ; Dr. Watts, a good show of roach and bream; J. W. Free- 
man had a nice lotof rudd; but it was too late to weigh-in. But it is never too 
late to mend,—W. TYLur. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few members were out on the Sth inst. Messrs. Church, Dartnall, and 
Jenner weighed-in roach and barbel. Mr. Newbury had 161b. of barbel on Monday. 
On the 15th we fish a roving match from Rye House to the Fish and Hels for three 
prizes, £1 1s., 10s., and 5s. From Liverpool-street at 8.2, returning by 7.17 p.m. from 
Rye House. Our annual excursion (by brake) and dinner will take place on Monday, 
Sept. 6th, to the Ship, Sutton-at-Hone, Kent. Any member desiring to attend will 
oblige by an early application.—W. W. ALEXANDER, sec., Prince George, Hill-street, 
Walworth, 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Since the last report I am pleased to say that the members have been very suc- 
cessful, and although many of them have not been out, we have had some 
splendid shows of fish in the club-room. On the 29th, Messrs. Hibble and Crisp had 
a good take from the Thames. On the Ist and 2nd of this month Messrs, Allard 
and Smith had some good takes, the former about 2tlb. of good roach, and the latter 
had four good jack, On the 2nd, Mr. Delhaye had some large roach from the Med- 
way. Onthe 5th, Messrs. Crisp and Hibble again had a splendid lot from the 
Thames, The majority of our members haye been unable to afford the time to go 
out lately, and there is a good chance for anyone joining this society to take a fair 
share of the many and valuable prizes which we have for competition, and they are 
equally divided for both the weekday and the Sunday angler. Any gentleman 
desirous of becoming a member of this old-established and select club can obtain 
every information from—W. L. GRIFrIn, sec. 

WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
CHALLENGE Cup MEETING. 

The members of the Worcester United Anglers’ Association had a series of three 
days’ fishing on Saturday, July 31st., Monday, Aug. 2nd, and Tuesday, Aug. 3rd, for 
the challenge cup offered by Alderman W, B. Williamson, J.P., and hon. member of 
the Association. The rivers selected were :—First day, Teme ; second day, Severn ; 
third day, the Avon, The challenge cup was for the heaviest basket of fish caught 
during cither of the three days, There were four prizes besides the challenge cup, 

offered by Messrs. A. Barrs and G. Meapp, members of the Association, The result 
was as follows:—Heaviest basket of fish, and winner of the challenge cup, Mr. J. 
Berch, heaviest aggregate weight caught during the three days, Mr. H. Hollings- 
head ; second, Mr,'l. Williams ; heaviest fish caught during the three days, Mr. H. 
Griffiths ; second, Mr. M. Holloway. The best basket of fish wascaught in the river Teme, 
and the two heaviest fish in the river Avon. It has been demonstrated once more 
that our beautiful river Severn is no more to anglers what it was in years gone by, 
and that the anglers were right in asking for the abolition of netting. It is to be 
hoped that the by-law carried by the unanimity of the members present at the last 
meeting of the Severn Board of Conservators will be approved by the Board of 
Trade, We feel convinced that such an authority as Mr. Berrington will not allow 
the wholesale capture of coarse fish to be carried on any longer, Only one fish caught 
in the Severn turned the scale at 30z. Mr. M. Holloway, one of the best anglers in 
Worcestershire, caught 19 fish in the Severn, and all were under 30z, The rules of 
the association do not allow fish to be weighed-in under 30z. The members were 
pegged-down 15 yards apart ; the pegging out, judging, and weighing of fish were 
intrusted to Messrs, T, Collins, treasurer, and—A, LACROTS, see, : - 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


ALTNACEALGACH Horrt, SUTHERLAND.—The following are the takes for this 
week :—August 3rd, Mr. Leigh and friend, of Preston, Loch Cama, 29 fish, weight 
9b. 4th, Mr. Symmons, Colchester, Loch Veyatie, 69 fish, weight 181b., and one 
Salmo ferow, 5\b. ; Mr. Masson and friend, Canterbury, Loch Urigall, 31 fish, weight 
8lb.; Mr. Leigh and friend, Cama, 58 fish, weight 153lb, 5th, Mr. Leigh and friend, 
Urigall, 100 fish, weight 23lb. 6th, Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, of Sunderland, Loch 
Cama, 45 fish, weight 1241b. ; Mr. Halcro, of Sunderland, Loch Cama, 39 fish, weight 
lllb. 7th, Mr, Campbell, Loch Urigall, 21 fish, weight 7lb.; Mr. Halcro, Loch 
Urigall, 28 fish, weight 8lb.; Mrs. Campbell, Loch Boorlan, 22 fish, weight 61b. 
Weather very unfavourable for fishing.—JOHN McDONALD, 


DUMFRIESSHIRE.—So far as the Nith is concerned anglers have, during the past 
few days, been doing very little. There is plenty of water—sometimes rather too 
much of it—but with soft, muddy banks the sport is attended with uncomfortable 
circumstances. Where the water is“ thick,” the floating worm has lured a good 
many herling, and, after dark, near the town, where the water is tolerably clear, the 
fly has been successfully used. Reports from the upper reaches are encouraging, 
Every day this week anglers haye been out and obtained respectable baskets, but the 
catches are not of such a nature that call for individual notice. To-day the Annan 
and the tributaries of the Nith are being fished under favourable conditions, and I 
am looking forward to hear of good catches. It is discouraging to lovers of the art 
to know that the shackle net is used as extensively as ever, despite the strenuous 
efforts of the river watchers to put it down. Recently several apprehensions have 
been made, and I trust the punishment which will be visited upon offenders will 
serve as a deterrent against a practice which is spoiling our streams and interfering 
with the sport of gentlemen who look upon angling as something above a mere 
business.—B. 


Kirk aiG, Locu Inver, SUTHERLAND,—August 3rd, Messrs. Powell and Janson, 
three salmon, 18%, 143, and 7lb.; Mr. Rogers, Loch Beannoch, 221b, trout. August 
4th, Mr. Halady, Kirkaig, one grilse, 7lb.; Mr. Brand, Inver. one salmon; Mr, 
Rogers, Loch Assynt, 141b. trout; Messrs. Powell and Janson, Loch Fewin, 12lb. 
trout. August 5th, Mr. Rogers, Kirkaig, four salmon, 6}, 6, 6,and 5lb. August 6th, 
Mr. Rogers, Kirkaig, one salmon, 71b.; Mr. Hally, Loch Culag, one salmon, 5b. ; 
Mr, Buckle, Loch Beannoch, 101b. trout. August 7th, Mr. Moiliet, Inver, one grilse, 
7lb.; Mr. Rogers, Kirkaig, four grilse, 84, 63, 64, and 6lb. The above are takes by 
parties out from the hotel here. Rivers im very favourable condition.—GHORGE 
DUNNET. 

KYLE oy SUTHERLAND.—Sea-trout in great numbers are coming up the Kyle. 
Most of the good catches here are well stocked already. The sport is good mean- 
time, anf all appearances point to a splendid angling season. The lochs are still 
yielding well; but the sea-trout fishing is now likely to come in for the greater 
share of the angler’s attention_INVERSHIN Horan, Portinleck. 


Locu Awe.—The following gentlemen—Col. Worsley, Rev. —. Worsley, Messrs, 
J. D. Dixon, Wollaston, Livisay, Storey, and Ireland—have fished Loch Awe and 
the hill lochs near the Taycreggan Hotel last week, and in addition to good takes of 
trout—especially on the hill lochs—haye taken the undernoted salmon: Mr. J. 
Dixon, salmon of 7lb.; Mr. Livisay, Lancaster, three salmon, averaging 61b. each. 
The latter were caught spinning, with a lure of Mr. Livisay’s own make and inven- 
tion.—A. Munro, Taycreggan Hotel. 


Locu AWE.—The sport obtained lately, especially after the run of middling luck 
which anglers had for some time experienced, has been very encouraging. Although 
a few salmon were being obtained in the end of July, yet not till the beginning of 
the present month was it that really good sport was obtained. Towards the end of 
July, Messrs. Steel, Chambers, Govan, and Wynne, and Miss Jackson were successful 
in landing one salmon each. Since the beginning of August the following are the 
details of the best baskets :—On the 3rd, Mr. R. Millar had one grilse, 6lb.; Mr. J, 
Millar, one grilse, 53lb.; and Mr. Venables, one grilse, 5;lb. On the 4th, the Rev, 
Father Wynne had one salmon, 1241b.; Mr. Venables, one salmon, 7#lb.; and Mr. 
Hewat, one grilse, 641b., and one sea-trout, 131b. On the 6th, Dr. Weeks had one 
salmon, 8lb., and one Salmo ferow, 5lb.; while on the 9th; Dr. Weeks had one salmon, 
641b., and Mr. J. McGregor, two salmon, 631). and 531b. Besides the above, a large 
number of salmon are reported as having been hooked and lost. Baskets of trout, 
varying from two or three to half-a-dozen, were obtained additionally —TuHos, 
CAMBRON, Port Sonachan Hotel. : 

Locu-Na-Crata.—Mr. Horace Philips fished this loch on Monday, and got a nice 
basket of trout weighing 741b. 


OVERSCAIG, SUTHERLANDSHIRE, N.B. — Mr. Veasey, out from the hotel here, 
had fair sport during last week, the following takes being got—viz: Loch Merk- 
land, August 2nd, 51b. trout (blown off). Loch Shin, August 3rd, 91b.; 5th, 17Ib. ; 
6th, 9b. ; 7th, 13lb. Loch Gorm, August 4th, 12lb. Weather cold and changeable, 
—DunNcAN McKay, Overscaig. 


TWEED AND Trv10T.—Fishing in these rivers during the past ten days has been 
fairly good. On the Hendersyde Water last week Mr, James Kerss killed four fish, 
while on the Birgham Water two salmon were also got. On Monday this week Mr, 
Thornburn, The Elms, Southport (lesse2 of Newthorn House), while fishing on 
Hendersyde Water, killed a very nice grilse of 6lb. Mr. Main, fishing-tackle maker, 
Jermyn-street, London, while fishing in the Scurry Pool on Tuesday evening for 
salmon, having on a very small Silyer Grey, hooked what was supposed to be a 
grilse, and after a short run he landed his fish, which, to the astonishment of him- 
self and the onlookers, turned out to be a pike of 55lb. weight. ‘Trout-fishing in the 
immediate neighbourhood is being continued with but little success, In the Till, 
however, where they have had a deal of rain,-a great many sea-trout and whitling, 
weighing from 14lb. up to 6lb., have been killed; while on the College, Wooler 
Water, and other hill streams, as many as two up to five and six dozen of trout have 
been got. The Tweed salmon net-fishings are decreasing in produce, the largest fish 
got this season up to the present time weighing 421b. A good flood is much wanted 
to improve fishing all round. Salmon and grilse, 11d.; trout, 10d. Same time last 
year: Salmon, 1s. ; grilse, 11d.; trout, 94—MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 


YrHAN.—The weather is all that could be desired, consequently sport, which for 
some time has been improving greatly, is now very good. On Saturday, M. Morton, 
Esq., and G. Hodgkinson, Esq., Shrewsbury, killed of sea-tront and pinnocks 231b. 
weight ; on Friday, 21lb. weight ; and on Thursday, 12lb. weight. J. F, W. Reid, 
Esq., Aberdeen, had a good basket of clean run fish on Friday afternoon. For the 
past week the finnocks caught have run from 6oz. to {lb., and the sea-trout from 
about 1lb. to 2lb. The grey tube and the Devon have been the best killing lures for 
some time back. From the present time on to the end of October is the best season, 
and already fish are exceptionally plentiful. News weekly from the Udny Arms 
New Burgh Sea-trout Fishery.—J. RrTcH1eE, lessee. 








NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. : 
Tue following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 
for the FisHinG GazettE by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may be obtained :— 


10,027.—BenJamin Enauisu, of Tamworth-road, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for.an 
invention of ‘Improvement on Tricycles, Velocipedes, and Fishing 
Punts.” ; 

10,076.—ANTOINE Bourour, of Corporation-street, Manchester, for an inyention 
of “ A Process for Making the Bones in Fishes Eatable,” Gite 
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Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c. 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns. 





Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 


‘SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


To be obtained in London of WATSON & HANCOCK, 308, HIGH HOLBORN, 
WHOLESALE AND FOR EXPORTATION. 


eee op WHOLESALE AND SOR EXPORTANO__—— 
PURIFIGATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 
The NATIVE GUANO COMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTEE Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &c., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29, New Bridge-st., Blackfriars, London, E.C. 


“There is no doubt Mr. S.’s goois are giving general catisfaction, for we have met many anglers 
who tell-us so.”—FISHING GAZKITE, July 24, 1886, 


UPRIGHT SPLIT-WING TROUT FLIES 


On Eyed-Hooks, 1s. 9d. doz. On Finest Drawn Gut, 1s. 6d. doz. Postage extra, 
“An excellent selection, . . . . Mr. Shrubsole’s flies on gut are beauties,"—FISHING GAZETTE: 
April 10, 1886, és 
THE “MARSTON” TAPER TROUT CASTS. 
8d, each; 7s. 6d, per doz. Postage extra. 
“ The ‘Marston’ gut collars are excellent.”—FISHING GAZETTE, September 12, 1885, 


CHUB FLIES. DACE FLIES. 


2s. per doz. Postage extra. 1s, Gd, per doz. Postage extra. 


“ As good a chub fly as one can put up.”—FISHING GAZETTE, July 24, 1886, 
“The dace flies are perfect."—Land and Water, July 3, 1886. 


BRIGHT ROUND-BEND AND SNECK-BEND ROACH HOOKS. 


To Finest-Drawn Gut. 1s. per doz, Postage extra, 


“We have used these hooks In taking bream up to 6lb., and heavy tench and eels, and never used 
better.”—FISHING GAZETTE, Juy 24, 1886, 


EDGAR §. SHRUBSOLE, 49, TUNBRIDGE ROAD, MAIDSTONE. 


HARDY’S CELEBRATED GOLD MEDAL 
67> BUILT CANE 
7 RODS. 


From 8 Guineas cach. 


ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 
ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. 








Gta 23 


Before cementing. After cementing. 


Awarded 25 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 
1881. QUR GREAT SUCCESS with these celebrated rods 


has started a host of imitators. BEWARE OF IMIT A- 
_ TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” 
advertised by pretended manufacturers, but who are in truth only 
buyers and sellers of anything they can make into money. 


SIGNIFICANT FACT. We were awarded THE 
ONLY GOLD MEDAL for Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for 
Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition, London, 1883. 
Hither single built, double built, or steel centre. The lightest, 
most powerful, and durable rods made.) WE GUARANTEE 
that they will stand uninjured the most severe angling test that can 
be applied. Only Makers of the Special “ Alnwick” Greenheart 
Salmon and Trout Rods, which may be had with our Patent Lock- 
Fast Joints and Improved Serrated Ferrules, The “ Hotspur ” and 
the “Guinea” Trout Fly Rods, all Hand-made from the finest 
seasoned materials only. Salmon and Trout Flies from Stock or 
made to Order for all parts of the World. Gut Lines, Reels, Reel 
Lines, Fishing Baskets, Brogues, Waders, &c., all in our own Special 
Patterns, which cannot be supplied by any other house. 
Send for Illustrated Catalogue for 1886, Post Free, 3 stamps. 


HardyBros,*<="Alnwick, Northumberland 
FLOATING FLIES 


COBWEB DRAWN GUT 
7% WITH UNBROKEN SKIN. 

“Bxamined by the microscope the gut is much 
rounder and more perfect in structure than any I 
have geen, also’ smaller in diameter; some of the 
lengths are 3-1,000ths of an inch oply. Its trans- 
parency is algo very great, and there are seen no 
fibres along the length, which ig ¢¢’ common with 
the ordinary drawn gut, Pleaye ‘send two more 
| hanks.”—J, HAWKSLEY, Eeq.. Loniton. 

Ld P.0.0. to be payabis te Failsworth. 

4 - ae @ 


“Tam very much pleased with the flies ; they are 
‘Mr. Holland, under. Mr. 


\ 





G. HOLLAND, 4, COOKE STREET, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


FLIES ON GUT (Mr. Tod’s Prixciple), 


just what I wanted.”—From FRANOIS FRANCIS, Esq. 
H. 8. Hall’s ivstruction, 
special excellence,”—H, OHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq 

* I never saw anything more life-like op perfect 
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W. BARTLEET & SON 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


,_ TESTED FISH HOOKS. 

THE  ARGHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES. 
FISHING RODS AND TACKLE, &, &e. 

IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTORY: ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH (Wholesale Only). 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 
American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & Trout Rods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES, 


: 








w A Se; 
IN SECTIONS OF 
EQUILATERAL TRIANGLES. 
THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE POWERFUL ACTION, AND 
; COMBINATION. UNEQUALLED FOR DURABILITY. 
Particular attention is given to the Manufacture of these Rods, selected Canes 
only being worked up, and first-class skilled workmen employed. A waterproof 
cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be separated. Specially-prepared 
varnish is also used, which renders the rods absolutely waterproof. 
A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected 


by means of a NEW AND REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULE, draw- 


ings of which are herewith given :— 


SECTIONS UNITED.) 
PERFECT BALANCE, 
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Fig. A shows the Serrated ferrule as fixed, before the silk bindings are put on, 
Fig. B shows the same ferrule with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the 
metal from cutting through the cane. 

With these unprecedented advantages the “MALLESON” are the very Best 
and Cheapest American Cane-Built Rods in the Market, They can be obtained 
from any Fishing Tackle Dealer in the United Kingdom. 

















Lonpon HovsE (Wholesale Only) : 
H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, E.C. 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Leaded or Unleaded, 


DOES NOT DOUBLE UP WHILE CASTING. 

The Improved Leaded Minnow requires no sinker on the trace, curries out a long line, inflates as 
«before, fishes deeper, and spins better than ever. 

In the Improved Unleaded Minnow, as in the other, the hooks cannot get entangled in each other 
while casting, otherwise the bait is the same as formerly made, and practically as light. 

Supplies a decided want to Anglers, and is highly approved of by the FISHING GAZETTE and many 
experienced fishers, 

Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROV &D Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make, 

None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on the spinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. Gd. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, George Street, ABERDEEN. 


SPECIALITIES 10 BE HAD OF ALL TACKLE MAKERS 


THESTANDARD WATERPROOF BRAIDED TROUT AND SALMON LINES. 
Warranted Pure Silk of the Very Best Quality. 
TANNED PLAITED FLAX FOR PIKE FISHING, &c., &c. 
SPLIT UPRIGHT WING TROUT FLIES. 


S. ALLCOCK AND CO’S 


t Trout and Salmon ods. 


ALL THE MOST RELIABLE WOODS. 


Well Seasoned. 








Cang-Bu 


TROUT RODS MADE IN 


The New Registered Princess Brook Rod for Trout. The Leveson Patent 
Salmon Book. The Patent Collapsing Bait Kettle. The Patent Tube Fishing 
Stool. Mr. Marston’s Rod. The Patent Depth Register for Ascertaining Depth of 
Water. 

Sole Proprietors of 5 
WILLIAMS’ PATENT LANDING RING AND HANDLE SOCKETS. 
AWAPEDS—GOLD M EDALS:—PARIS, BERLIN, WURSBURG, 
NORWICH, CALCUTTA. 
HIGHEST AWARDS :—TORONTO, MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, 
ADELAIDE, MURCIA, SOUTH AFRICA, &c. 

All our Best Gut Cast Lines bear our Trade Mark. Made 
from specially selected Spanish Gut from our 
Manufactory in Spain. 

8. ALLGOCK and CO.’S Goods can only be had from 
Tackle Makers. 

STANDARD WORKS, REDDITCH. 





rt y 
Sheets Sete) 
TRADE MARK. 
Sole Agents for CAPTAIN INGLIS’S PATENT SALMON FLY CASE, which can be bad from all 
Fishing Tackle Makers. 


ON EYED - HOOKS. 


ae 


FLOATING FLIES AND HOW 
TO DRESS THEM. 
By F. M, HALFORD, Esq. 


“ Detached Badger” of the FIELD. 


Guaranteed correct Patterns of the ahoye can 
HOLLAND, the only porson 
Floaters on eithey 








has carricd this department of fly-tying to 
,in the Badminton Library, 
»"— FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, Esq, | 


| only be had from G. 
FAILSWORTH, SEAR MANCHESTER, 





{ in the Kingdom who ties RBAY 
} gut or eyed-hook, 
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Tate NEV 


Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
ed Rods, &c. 


Stee 


METAL-GENTREL 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 
Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 


BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Ava. 14, 1886. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


 AGME LINES | 





FIRST TIME 
satisfactory after Twelve Months wear. OF 


EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE, 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another 


for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“T have used the IMproveD ‘AcME’ LINE last season and this. 
oF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR tT.” 


The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. 


You HAVE GOT HOLD 


Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell’s New Patent “Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured 
by us with and without Metal-Centre. 


These Lines will Cast 


SKETCH SHOWING TAPER. 


a Le They are supplied in 





more readily than é 


{ 


any other make. be 


all lengths and sizes. 
SAMPLE TROUT LINE, POST FREE, 5s, 





LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH OUR 


SPECIALITIES. 


BEWARE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “ PATENT” ON LABEL. 


THE NEW 


INVISIBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


KILL WELL cn the most HEAVILY WHIPPED WATERS, when ordinary Flies, having the clumsy old style hook outlined as boldly as the legs and wings 


of the fly, fail. 





The Fly as seen by the Fish. 
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The Position of the Hooks. 


From the position of the two bends of the new hook in the fly's body it is invisible when placed on a tumbler of water and viewed from beneath. 


AB 
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Viewed from below when on water 


When Fish are RISING SHORT it is found to KILL WELL, when water and weather are DEAD AGAINST SPORT it is SUCCESSFUL ; in short, when the most 


skilled fly-fisher is usually non-plussed and disheartened, the Invisible Hooked Fly is found to kill. 


Manufactured by D. and 
The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TW HED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. - 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


OOPER COO Ss 
SEL COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 


FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
THR 


business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported, 


COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at Qs., 


at 2s. 6d., and at 38s, a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
Woz 
Pr YD 
d OdUcag 














prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER THA 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Oflice —50, King William-street, London Bridge, E.C. Branch 
enon ente £0, See rene ee seet Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
r , W.; 35 rand, W.C.; 7, Wes rne-gr + 20 fae 
Petteen we. ant ; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 884, High 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. J 





Price 3s. per dozen. Samples posted free for 12 stamps. 


W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, GHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


| MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 





BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 
Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 
SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTRES 
Adelphi ‘Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to llo’clock. Table d’Héte 
jinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d, FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, Js. 6d. : ih: oy 

7 large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French. German, and Italian spoken. 


F. T. WILLIAMS &CO., 


10, GT. QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C. 
WILLIAMS'’S Celebrated Guinea FLY RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Unequalled 30s. SALMON RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Matchless TROUT FLIES, Js. 6d. per dozen. 
WILLIAMS’S Improved CAST BOX, for Carrying Casts 


made up, 6s. 
WILLIAMS’S PatentFLY BOX, for carrying Flies separate,6s. 


WILLIAMS’S Improved Method of Carrying the Landing 
Net, 10s. 6d. to 25s. 
WILLIAMS’S Patent ROD JOINT FITTING. Most 
perfect Lock Fitting invented. 
WILLIAMS’S Celebrated ““ CRYSTAL” ROACH HOOKS, 
10d. per dozen. 


All Goods Guaranteed of the Best Quality. 





Catalogues Post Free. 
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Me. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH. 


(Rd. No. 25,835.) 


H Worn over left shoulder, with 
\\another band round the waist, 
\ thereby distributing the weight 


equally, and keeping the basket in a 
firm position. 
“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
| LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


H | Weight of Handle complete, about 1202, ; 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. 














1 New Catalogue now ready, Gratis’ 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. . 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy, 13th,1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s, 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


6p ORE Fe ann Ee 
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PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
« An excellent fly-rod,”—FISHING GAZETTE. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 


TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s ‘“‘ Multum in Parvo 
Rod :—“ You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 
three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 
praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLERT STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL AND FOR EXPORTATION. 











GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SALMON 
RODS, as used by the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment. These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod. From 21s, 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s, for 25 yards. 
* will not kink, 
BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 23in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD'S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and where to 
use them, 4s, and 6s. each. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by nonein the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”’—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING, 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See Zhe Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish, 
SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c,, &e, 

WHOLESALE ONLY, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 


time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 rf Putney. 
45 + Hanis eae 
50 a arnes, 

Add 55 . Kew. 
75 a Richmond, 
80 +) Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


” 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 
For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, August 14 ae wae 1.45 ass aa 2.3 

Sunday, : 15 aaa wae 2.21 ase Act 2.36 
Monday, fF 16 hee mele 2.54 dine eae 3.10 
Tuesday, Fo 17 aac ace 3.26 anc mare 3.41 
Wednesday, i 18 cine was 3.56 scr ee 4.14 
Thursday, ~ 19 sae aC 4.30 nee Ants 4,45 
Friday, - 20 as : 5.1 mae ot 5,16 


4 River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
AOE EI i ee ee 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The most notable event, as recorded in the week’s fishing, has been the capture 
of a fine pike of 2321b,. at Sunbury by Mr. Landerlindon fishing with John Stroud. 
As it is seldom that fish of that weight fall to the lot of the anglers, at the same 
time there can be no doubt the Thames contains plenty of large fish, and some 
seasons the river has been remarkable for their capture. In one week, the late Mr. 
John Harris, of the Lincoln Arms, Weybridge, piloted two of his clients to the 
capture of one each, weighing 20lb., and it is still on the books the monster pike 
that years ago was said to weigh 30lb. is at large in the neighbourhood of Walton. 
What.a grand day for that portion of the river if it is caught by an appreciative 
angler and taken to to the piscatorial hostelry of The Swan. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RICHMOND.—Job Brain, during the week, 80lb. of roach and dace and a couple of 
Barbel. H. Howard, in five days, thirty dozen. H. Mansell, in one day, with the 
three Master Ratcliffs, twelve dozen, and remainder of the week, a good lot of roach 
and dace, and F. Brown, in seven days, 901b. and six barbel. 

TWICKENHAM.—S. Cole, in five days, 901b. of roach and dace and five barbel. E. 
Finch, in one day and three part days, twenty-two dozen dace, five bream, and two 
barbel. Richard Moffatt, in three part days, ten dozen. Pert Hammerton, in four 
days, twenty-two dozen and five barbel. J. Dobbin, in three and a half days, seventeen 
dozen and three barbel. J. Spong, in two days, seven dozen. I. Coxen, one day 
with Mr. Tarrant, eight dozen and three barbel, and in two other days, eight dozen 
and four barbel, and George Coxen, in four days, 321b. and four barbel. 

TrEDDINGTON,—C. Baldwin, in two days, four dozen of dace, a chub of 41b, and 
another of 2lb. W. McBride, in two days, eleven dozen and two barbel. 

Krneston.—John Johnson, sen., reports :-—“ There is not much news this week. 
John Johnson, jun., has been getting some bream and barbel, roach and dace, 
and a good quantity of gudgeon. J. Wilkes has caught some nice barbel and twelve 
dozen of roach and dace, and some perch. There has been a carp of about 6lb, taken, 
but how Icannot say. There has not been so much night-fishing from the banks, as 
the nights are getting cold.” 

THAMES Dirron.—W. Tagg, in one day, ten dozen of gudgeon and two dozen of 
roach, W. Storey, in one and a half days, one brace of jack, weighing 8}lb., and six 
chub, weighing 12lb. 

Long Drrron.—H. Buttery, in three days,‘twenty-six barbel, one jack, and six 
dozen of roach and dace. 

Hampron.—E. Langshaw, during the week, twenty-four dozen of gudgeon. 

SunBuRY.—Thomas Stroud, in two days, four barbel, twelve dozen of gudgeon, 
and three brace of perch. Alfred Stroud, in one day, fourteen dozen of gudgeon and 
two brace of perch. John Stroud, with Mr. Landerlindon, a very fine pike of 23{lb., 
seven barbel, and twenty-two dozen of roach ; and another day, with Master Morgan, 
three brace of jack. Thomas Stroud, jun., in three days, six barbel and twelve dozen 
of roach, EH, Clarke, jun., during the week, six jack, thirty-one barbel, the largest 
631b., twenty-eight dozen of gudgeon, and eighteen dozen of roach and dace. 

WAuTon.—Mr. Wheeldon and Mr. Blamey, on Thursday in last week, fishing a 
swim that had been previously baited with 8,000 worms, took ten barbel, one bream, 
four chub, and some perch ; on the following day Mr. Wheeldon tried the same swim, 
and got four barbel. Mr. Woods and friend, with H. Searle, in one day, two barbel, 
twelve dozen of roach and dace, and one bream. S. Rosewell, in three hours, three 
dozen of roach, 

SHEPPERTON.—F, Purdue, in two half days, nine dozen of roach and dace. IL. 
Purdue, in one day, eight dozen of gudgeon and one brace of jack. F. Poulter, 
in three days, twenty dozen of roach and dace. W. House, during the week, thirty- 
seven dozen of gudgeon, four brace of perch, one brace of jack, and four dozen of 
roach and dace. 

DockeTT Potnt.—Mr, Hughes, with James Haslett, has taken a nice barbel 
of 8lb. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, one day with Mr. Wastell, 171b. of roach ; another day 
with Mr. Cartwright, three dozen of roach and dace in two hours ; and another day 
with Mr. and Mrs. Peters, 301b. weight of barbel, Mr. Peters taking the largest 
barbel, weighing 3lb. 6oz. Captain Poole and Mr. Allen, in_one day, nine dozen of 
gudgeon, and some roach and dace. Mr. H. T. Ryan, in one day, three bream, weigh- 
ing 111b., and some fine roach, Mr. Sutton, in one day, got a nice quantity of fine 
roach, A gentleman fishing from a boat caught a trout of about 1lb., which he 
carefully returned to the river, 

SrarnEs.—F, Collyer, in one day, eight barbel, and one brace of jack ; and another 
day, seven dozen of roach and dace, and one jack. John Keene, jun., during the 
week, reports a total of forty-seven barbel, the largest 61b., five jack, seventeen perch, 
twenty-eight chub, the largest 41b., and one trout. 

EGHAM.—Mr. Robb, of the Chertsey Angling Association, in one day, seven dozen 
of roach and dace, 
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UPPER THAMES. 


The river is ina very bright condition, and requires the best and finest of fishing 
toinsure success, Roach are fairly on in the early morn and late evening ; but de- 
cline to be approached in mid-day, and general anglers would do well to descend to 
gudgeon work from 10 a.m, to7 p.m., with a certainty of catching hundreds of these 
little delicacies, besides the chance of getting a dozen or so of decent perch, which I 
am glad to report seem once again to be “in stock.” Every station sends mea report 
of the takes of roach and gudgeon ; but as the enumeration would be monotonous 
and uninteresting, I save your readers, Mr. Editor, the pain of details. At Temple, a 
trout of 311b. has caved in to the rod of a London angler ; but I do not hear of 
another trout being hadin any portion of my Thames. Thursday evening : Weather 
inclined to be stormy; a good downpour of twenty-four hours would do the river 
good, Wind, 8.W.—MAR.Low Buzz. : 

Thames (Datchet). r 

The past week has not been prolific in sport, but I am happy to say that barbel 
have now commenced to feed again, my patrons having a nice catch to-day, and 
several good fish broke away. P.S.—We passed one punt, and they had done well 
with roach ; another gentleman having caught dace over llb, weight, Gudgeon 
biting ravenously.—S, LUMSDEN. 2 

Thames (Goring). : 

Water low ; but not in bad order. I have been out four days ; two best days, four 

jack, and two dozen of very good perch, and a lot of gudgeon.—J OHN RUSH, 


Thames (Walton). 

Somehow, although the weather has not been absolutely bad, it has been so change- 
able and erratic in its character that fish generally have been off their feed. It is so 
sometimes with ourselves, and either a “ warmish night ” before seeking the suburban 
delights of home, sweet home, or a prolonged course of Caudle when, one gets there, 
may either of them be just cause and impediment against a thorough and complete 
enjoyment of the matutinal rasher and egg. So with the fish Waltonwards. Thunder- 
storms have been threatening day after day—that is probably their idea of Caudle— 
whilst the thermometer has been up and down like a jack-in-the-box. Wind has 
blown, too, from all points of the compass, one day, mayhap, from the sweet and 
balmy south, and the next day probably due north, with a touch of easting in it. 
Small wonder, therefore, that the records have been small. Baited liberally with 8,000 
worms, a grand barbel swim failed most dismally to the united efforts of myself and 
my old friend Blamey. We got ten fish only,‘and the next day I got five. These 
could only be got upon drawn gut, and that, let piscatorial “ gapers” say what they 
may aboutit, is not the tackle to kill big fish upon. When I got five I lost an equal 
number, and that is a very small percentage. Bream within the last day or two have 
been feeding well, and Mr. Lavey, amongst others, has had a fair sample. Gudgeon 
have been “mad on,” and my fisherman, Searle, out with Mr. Moseley, of Ipswich, 
gota rare bag of these toothsome delicacies, besides a capital lot of roach, dace, and 
bream. I expect Mr, Knechtli down to-day with 6,000 lobs from Nottingham, I 
don’t quite know what to prophesy just yet; but ifanyone has them ; he will, and that 
is the act, word, and deed of—J. P. M. 

Thames (Windsor). 

A yery bright water, with cold nights and mornings, has been detrimental to all- 
round angling, though the more persevering have been successful, The Friendly 
Anglers’ barbel competition, open tothe Thames, came off on the 8th inst. ; the best 
bag from this district, comprising thirteen fish from the Windsor Bridge swim, taken 
by Messrs. Howard and Woodall, out with James Gray. Roach are still feeding 
well: the best basket I know of being sixty-two fish, taken by Mr. J. Gray, of 
Chalvey, from the bank opposite Surly Hall hotel. This angler also killed a jack of 
21b. on a single hair line, whilst roach fishing with paste, Sergeant Collins, of the 
Grenadier Guards, has also had some fine roach; and on one occasion topped his 
basket with a nice brace of barbel, going 51b. 2oz., and 41b. 7oz., which he succeeded 
in landing, on fine roach tackle ; one of the fish had three hooks in the mouth. An 
intruder in his roach swim, a jack of 441b., was also soon brought to grass. Several 
fine trout have been moving in the Windsor Weir stream; but only one has been 
taken since my last in this district to my knowledge; it weighed 41b., and was 
caught in Bell Weir by Mr. T. H. Tacker, of Staines, whilst jack fishing with a roach 
on snap tackle. Gudgeon are coming well to the rake now, though.warmer weather 
would greatly enhance this branch of sport.—B, R. BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

A goodly number of bream have been taken during the week, and the roach have 
likewise begun to feed, though not in the numbers they will do in a month’s time. 
A match was fished on Monday, and the chief prize won with only 4$1b, Another 
trout has been taken. At the Riverhead one visitor took, in a day, a mixed lot of 
130 fish, whilst others have done badly. Seven brace.of /ontinalis have been taken 
at Thoresway.—THOMAS FORD, 

Bala Lake (North Wales.) 

The lakes and rivers have been in good fishing condition for Some time, and with 
the last floods a fair amount of salmon have run up the Dee. Very little has been 
done with the fly on the rivers, this being considered the bad time of the season. 
In another fortnight trout ought to be on the rise again. The perch-fishing on the 
lake has not been as good as it ought, owing to the cold wind for August. The 
pike have done fairly well. Last Saturday a fine pike of 18lb. was taken by an ex- 
cursionist, and two smaller on Monday weighing 61b, and 8lb.; also a fine specimen 
of the lake trout was taken on Tuesday weighing 33}lb. With a south wind, there 
ought to be some good pike taken during August, as it is considered the best month 
for pike on Bala Lake.—GWyYNIAD. 

Chichester. 

The Canal here is in capital trim, but large fish are not feeding well, any number 
of small fry may be takey ; the largest bream I hear of scaling 2{lb. In the old 
disused canal there are a few clear spaces where large tench may be had; but tackle 
must be strong and little law given, as weeds are numerous. Mr, Willisson writes 
me from Selham : “ Fish have been feeding well during the evening. Mr. G. Budd, 
among a nice basket of dace, had four weighing 12o0z, each ; Mr, Pines, of Midhurst, 
a splendid lot of roach and dace.” Mr. Willison intends giving a couple of roach 
rods, by Williams and Oo., to be fished for on the 25th and 26th. There will doubt- 
less be a good muster at the Three Moles. Some good roach have been taken from 
the upper waters of the Ouse, a visitor getting 1331b. on Monday. Weather unsettled, 
wind southerly, 

Colne (Thorney Weir House). 


The water this week has been in very good condition, though few members have 
been down. Amongst the fish weighed in at the club-house are—Mr. S. H. Scott, 
Ang, 4th, three dozon roach (biggest 111b.), one perch, {lb. Mr. F. 8. Hoblyn, 
Aug. 6th, eleven roach (biggest 1lb.). Mr. W. L. Goldsworthy, Aug. 7th, one jack, 
2Ub.; Mr, R. A. Hoblyn, Aug. 7th, one roach 11b,. Besides a lot that were returned 
to the water.—J. L. MURRAY SHIRREFF. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

The water of the above streams is of a good colour. Prior to yesterday (Wednes- 
day) it was low, and clear as crystal, with a bright sun, and no fish on the rise. Since 
the day named, however, tolerably good sport has been had by such few fishermen 
as have been out, We hear of decent takes being had with the fly particularly. But 
as these reach us mainly as pure hear-say, we decline to particularise, as we are 
always desirous of being able to verify in some more satisfactory way than a mere 
verbal report amounts to. A dish of nine brace was taken near Rocester with the 
Coachman and the Black Gnat, We mention this “take” particularly, as we have 
faith in it being correct.—Foster Bros,, Ashbourne, 


Esk (Whitby). 
Notwithstanding the extremely heavy rains of a fortnight ago, the river is again 
running low, and angling operations haye not been carried on with so much vigour, 
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There was a fine rain on Tuesday, which mended matters a little. Several good 
salmon-trout have been landed, and the other day the following gentlemen landed 
one each of the weights (approximate) indicated :—Captain Hay, 9lb.; Captain J. 
Dinsdale, 541b.; Mr. John Smith, 51b. ; Mr. R. Love, 7lb.; Mr. R. Hay, 41b.; Mr. 
Chapman, 41b. ; Mr. Wm. Black, 41b. ; Mr. Jas. Brockett, 921b. ; Mr. Wm. Readman, 
9lb, A visitor also caught one weighing 7lb. A few good trout have also been 
taken by Mr. Alfred Haines, of Glasgow, the best weighing a little over 1lb.— 


J.J. a. 
Ilfracombe. F : 

Sea-fishing ; Weather still fine, and the fishing good. Parties whiffing have 
caught some good mackerel, while others, fishing with ground lines, have caught a 
lot of bream and whiting pout. On Friday a gentleman, fishing from the jetty, 
caught a large cod in prime condition, The prospects of fishing never better than 
at the present time.—H, COMER. 

Lake District. ; 

The weather is cold and autumn-like, with the water getting low. Owing to the 
cold, there is much less feed on. The sea-fish still continue to run, but mot in such 
numbers as before. The nets at Low Levens are still fairly successful ; but, with 
rod and line, not so many fish have been taken as during the past three week. There 
is now little doing among trout. Mr. H. Beadle has had some capital takes of morts, 
grilse, and sprods ; whilst Messrs. Whitehead, Fisher, Park, McDonald, Atkinson, 
Head, and McGowan have also been fairly successful, To-day the Board of Conser- } 
vators are netting Windermere for char, conducting a series of experiments with a 
view of settling the long-vexed question of the size of mesh of nets for trout and 
char.— EPHEMERA, , 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams are very low and clear. Rain has fallen here, but has not altered 
the state of the water. A few anglers have been out during the evening, but the 
sport with the fly has been very quiet. With the wasp-grub in the deep water good- 
sized trout have been caught. The flies are Pale Blue, Green Insect, and Red 
Spinner. The Pinsley is very low, and but few fish caught from it—GWYNNE. 


Lea (Tottenham). . 

On Saturday Mr. Dodd killed a jack weighing 41b. On the8th inst. Mr. Puck got 
one over 5lb. ; and on the following day two, 4}lb. and 4lb, The same day one of 
41b, was taken by Mr. Perkins. On Tuesday two were captured by gentlemen whose 
names I failed to obtain. A good perch, weighing nearly 1%lb., was taken by Mr. 
Passmore, and one over 1lb. by Mr. Bensley.. The fish are now rising fairly well at 
the fly. Messrs. D. and J. A. Bennett have taken (whipping) over twelve dozen 
roach, dace, and chub during the week. Water in capital order in the old river,— 
HACKLES RED, ‘ 

Leicester, i 

Angling in Leicestershire has been very tame since Bank Holiday, only those 
anglers who are fishing daily seem to have any good takes. In the Leicester Angling 
Society’s waters the best part of the fishing has been had from the canal ; but 
although in no instance were any of the lots shown very large, all the fish taken 
were of good size. Messrs. Bird, Pinnock, Bampkin, Sedgley, and Taylor had the 
pest lots. The largest roach was one weighing 1{1b. Perch were all of good size, a 
number going over I1lb. Dace have also afforded some good sport. Pike-fishing only 
moderate. Several anglers have been successful in taking some good eels from the 
brook at Aylestone. The heavy rainfall of Monday night and the whole of Tuesday 
caused the waters to rise very rapidly ; but this would most materially benefit them, 
as a flush was much needed. Prospects of better sport for the next few days good, 
Weather to-day (Thursday) dull. The annual fishing contest of the Leicester British 
Workman Club will take place on Saturday near Brooksby.—ALERT. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). " 

The water is in better trim and the weather more favourable than it has been 
lately. Bream and roach are still feeding well and several good takes have been 
had. Mr. J. Measures has beenamong the bream this week, catching a great many 
(the weights not obtained), and a few more have been among them, which shows 
good prospects. Subscriptions are required for fishing, Mr, J. Howard was among 
the jack last Friday.—H. Rout. 

Stennes and Harray (Orkney). 

There are a number of boats out now every day when the weather permits. On 
Loch Harray the trout are still taking the fly well, and good baskets are being 
made, In Loch Stennes the very rainy weather we have had is favourable for the 
sea-trout coming up, and some fine fish have been caught. On the 5th inst, Mr, 
Burnside, London, had a basket of 141b., one trout weighing 6lb. and another 41b. ; 
same day, Mr. McDougall, Hdinburgh, 16lb., one trout weighing 4b. Onthe evening 
of the 4th Mr. McDougall landed a fine trout weighing 5lb, A large number of 
trout have been caught ranging from 231b. to 33lb,—NORSEMAN, 


4 Severn (Gloucester). 

The river and all other waters in this neighbourhood are in first-class order for 
bottom-fishing. During the past twelve days I have seen some very good samples 
of roach and daze taken from the Severn with gentles. The following is a list of 
roach taken from the Berkeley Canal, with paste :—Mr. H. Field, 17lb.; Mr. E. High, 
101b. ; Mr. Bretherton, 8lb.; the Brothers Woollmer, 121b. ; Mr. E. Critchly, 98 fish, 
weight not givenin. List of trout :—Mr. F. Moreland, 8 brace; “ Single-Hair,” 94 
brace ; Aldermin J. Knight, 6 brace. At a general meeting of the Local Angling 
Club, held on the 5th inst., it was decided to form a library, and a sum of monty 
was voted for that purpose; and Messrs, W. Lukes, J, Mills, and T. Harris have 
promised the loan of some good works on angling. It was also decided to have the 
annual outing on the 19th inst., starting from Westgate Bridge at 9 a.m, sharp, by 
the steamboat Berkley Castle, for Wainload’s Hill, and arrangements are being 
made to meet some of the Cheltenham anglers for a friendly match,—SINGLE-HAIR. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


Little has been dono in regard to fishing this week ; but those who have been out 
lave met with very fair success, the fish being sporting well. For fly-fishing the 
trout bite well, and for bottom-fishing maggot and wasp-grub have been well used. 
In the Ony a good few visitors have been about. The Ledwyche, Clun, and Corve 
have been visited, but few fish caught. The trout are selling in the shops at 1s, 2d. 
per lb., and grayling at 10d,—S, LupLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

Little fishing has been done, the water being so very low. On the streams the 
fish have sported well during the evening at the fly ; but they have been chiefly 
small fish. Some few good lots have been landed; but no good fly-fishing can be 
expected until there has been some rain to make the water rise. The Rea, Led-. 
wyche, and Kyre are all low, Little has been done in them.—WORCESTER, “ire 


Trent (Nottingham). 


The river since our last has undergone a change in the Nottingham district, 
Heavy rain fell more or less throughout Tuesday, and on Wednesday there wasa rise 
of nearly a couple of feet. Scores of anglers availed themselves of the opportunity 
afforded by the change of trying the roach and bream swims; and at Barton some 
decent bags of the fish named were made with the worm. Roach, perch, and bream 
were also feeding at Weston, where a rise was much required. Fair takes were also 
obtained at Holme Picrrepoint, where, on Monday, several barbel were caught with 
the worm, ‘These fish showed sport in the upper lengths, and one killed at Shardlow 
and weighed-in at the Alexandra Association, turned the beam of the scale at 5}1b. — 


_There was some colour in the river on Thursday, but no very large takes were 


chronicled, the failure being due to high winds and passing showers. Salmon-fish=\_ 


ing still remains stationary, and recently the weather has been against the chances 


of those fond of throwing the fy. Some very fine eels were caught during the rise 
in the Dover Beck —THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, » a ee 
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Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 
The river is low and clear at present, but there have been some good takes of gray- 
ling, trout, perch, and roach this week, most of them being taken in the evening. 
We are having some rain, which will greatly improve the condition of the river— 


BORDERER, 
: Whitadder (Ellemford). | , 

Owing tothe thundery weather and the lowness of the river, there has been little 
doing with the trout fishing during the last fortnight. On Tuesday night, however, 
there was a heavy rain, which has caused the river to rise, and, as more rain is ex- 
pected, it is probable that there will be a good flood. A change of water will induce 
the trout to rise freely, so that good sport is now expected. There will not be many 
gentlemen fishing this week or next, as their time will be taken up with the 
grouse, 


Wye and Derwent. 


Fly-fishing is now good both on the Wye and Derwent, and fair baskets of both 
trout and grayling are being killed daily with Ash Dun, Honey Dun, Bumble, and 
Little Red flies. The best baskets have been made on the Derwent, both Whatstand- 
well and Chatsworth Club waters; both on last Friday and Saturday fish were 
rising very freely. 
trout and grayling. On the days named Mr. Hale had also 5} brace off the Chats- 
worth Club water one evening in a very short time in the millstream, and several 
others haye had decent catches. There haye also been some fair catches had on the 
Wye Buxton length. On Tuesday, we hada thoroughly wet day, which discoloured 
both the Wye and Derwent a little, and set the fish nicely on the feed at both top 
and bottom. ‘The bottom-fishers.on the Darley Dale and Matlock Bath Club did 
fairly well with both wasp-grubs and maggots for baits while the river was dis- 
coloured, Fishing prospects looking well for next week,—GnEo, JAS, EATON, 


Yare (Norwich). 

Reports from all stations are good ; especially from Buckenham Ferry, which has 
been honoured by the visit of Mr. Philip Geen, who has had unusual luck, no doubt 
owing to his great experience and skill ; but, from whatever cause, his luck has been 
unprecedented ; for after catching a first-class lot of roach on Friday last, he suc- 
ceeded in hooking and landing a carp weighing 611b. I can remember the stream 
for many years ; but do not call to memory anyone catching one of these fish. That 
they are in the river was fully proved after the salt tide, when Pearce, our river 
watcher, found several large ones in his boot dyke, and on the Rond picked up a 
considerable number. I trust Mr. Geen will, during his stay, have the best of luck, 
which J am sure he deserves ; and as one always wishing to learn, I hope for a 
lesson how to catch large roach ; and when I say he had caught in a new method 
some running up to I1lb, 120z., you will understand that we locals would like to 
profit by the experience of such a past master. His sons on Saturday last brought 
a skep of lovely roach ashore, and surprised our worthy host, Garrett. The Norwich 
Angling Club, and one or two of the foremost clubs in the city, hold their annual 
matches there shortly, and I fully expect some good reports. Prospects first rate. 
—Rosbert Moun, 





IRISH NOTES. 


THE ERNE AND LouGH MELvin.—During the past week the weather was very 
changeable—one day bright and hot, the next day dark and pouring rain, with a 
squally wind from the north-west ; the river is now in good order, and, considering 
everything, sport was fair. The following are the particulars for the Erne :—Capt. 
Barry, on the 2nd inst., one salmon, 101b., and two grilse 631b. each ;on the 3rd, one 
salmon, 91b.; on the 4th, one grilse, 631b.; on the 5th, one salmon, 91b., and two 
grilse, 731b, each ; on the 6th, one grilse, 4b, ; on the 7th, one grilse, 6}1b, Mr. H. 
8. Kerr, M.P.,on the 2nd, two grilse, 8lb, and 6lb.; on the 3rd, one grilse, 7lb. ; on 
the 4th, one salmon, 91b. ; on the 5th, one salmon, 111b. ; on the 6th, one grilse, 51b. ; 
on the 7th, three grilse, 8lb., 7lb., and 41b. Dr. Ward, on the 2nd, two grilse, Slb. 
and 731b., ;on the 3rd, one grilse, 8lb.; on the 4th, one grilse, 8 b.; on the 5th, two 
grilse, 831b, and 8b. ; on the 6th, one grilse, 5lb. Mr. 8S. B. Thomas, on the 3rd, one 
salmon, 101b, ; on the 5th, two ‘salmon, 12lb. each, and two grilse, 41b. each ; on the 
6th, one salmon, 111b. Mr..I', Moore, on the 4th, one salmon, 121b., and a grilse, 71b. ; 
on the 6th, two grilse, 8lb. and Gib, ; on the 7th, one salmon, 91b. Mr. R. Crawford, 
on the 2nd, two salmon, 15lb.and 101b., and a grilse, 841b. General B——, on the 
6th, one salmon, 14lb. The trout-fishing on Lough Melvin is improving, and good 
sport was obtained during the past week.—M. RoGAn, JUN., Ballyshannon, co. 
Donegal. 

Moy AnD LAKES (BALLINA).—Now that all nets are off the river for the rest of 
the season salmon and sea-trout can ascend without being molested. At present the 
run of salmon is small, but in a week or so a good number of big fresh fish will be 
running, and they generally take a fly well. There are large numbers of sea-trout 
in the river, but not rising well to fly; a little fresh water would stir them up. 
Trout on the lakes were rising fairly well last week. Mr. J. Gilchrist Clark and 
Miss Clark, Pontoon Lodge, in two days killed thirty-eight trout, weighing 241b.; 
Mr. Joe Pratt, in one day, killed twenty-six trout to his own rod. Several others 
had fair baskets. Free fishing in river and lakes. Any of your readers wishing for 
information respecting the angling in this locality can have it from me with pleasure, 
—FRANK HEARN, Ballina, co. Mayo, 

-9ECIAL NOTICE TO PROPRIETORS OF HOTELS AND 

_» INNS WHERE FISHING IS TO BE HAD. 

WH beg to call the special notice of proprietors of hotels, inns, 
&e,, in the neighbourhood of good fishing waters to the value of the 
GAZETTE asa means of making them known, our charges being 
very moderate. Full particulars on application to the Manager, 
The FISHING GAZETTE, 188, Fleet-street, London. 








“ILLEGAL Fisnine oN THE EARL of WaARWICK’s ESTATE IN THE AVoN.—At 
the Warwick Borough Police-court, Thomas Alfred Butler, son of the landlady of 
the Castle Arms Inn, was charged with unlawfully taking fish by angling in the 
river Avon on the 27th ult. Defendant and another young man were caught in tho 
aet-by the gamekeeper Hubbard, while on the estate of the Harl of Warwick, near 
the ¢astle,between four and five o’clock on the afternoon of the date mentioned. 
Defendant, who expressed regret for what had occurred, promising that it should 
not occur again, ‘was fined 15s., including costs. 


“ THE most successful minnow I ever used was one made by. an Indian who was 
with me after moose. It wasia common large trout-hook, thickly bound round with 
white worsted, a piece of tinfoil covering the under part, and a good bunch of 
peacock’s herl iaserted at the head, bound down along the back, and secured at the 
end of the shank, leaving a little projection to represent the tail. It was light 


as a feather, and could be thrown accurately anywhere.”—From “ Forest Life in 


Acadie.” 


“WELL, what have you got for supper?” asked Mr, Snaggs, last night, as he 
entered the dining-room. “Why, I have some biscuits that I made myself, dear,” 
replied his wife. ‘Well, bring them on,” said Snaggs, in a resigned tone, “I’m 
hungry enough to eat anything,” ; 


GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
ees: may) ee pennies oF = Pb a Some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 

ed on the endal hooks, Prices: Point Flieg 2, €d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen. 
_-Qrderd punctually attended to.—(ADvT.) . re te: pe 


One of our local fishermen here killed 164 and 10 brace of both : 


- ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

X.—* Pater” says: ‘ Your new line is a highly-dressed specimen of moderate 
quality. The bulk is swollen by an excess of ‘ core,’ which is one of the common 
defects in lines manufactured with more regard to profit than either strength or 
durability.” 

E. P. L.—Your sample of salmon line has been submitted to “Pater,” who reports 
it to be of very poor quality, a coating of raw silk being woyen over a thick 
core of inferior material to give it bulk. 

R, C, D.—“ Pater” says: “ Your line is pure silk of excellent quality,” 

W. H. (York).—Yes ; the phantom is a very good pike bait, but the size you name 
would only take small fish asarule, For fish over 5lb, use one double the 
size, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


PRACTICAL TESTIMONY TO THE HOOKING AND HOLDING POWERS 
OF HYED-HOOKS, 

Sir,—When fishing the Derwent a few days ago I had an opportunity of testing 
the eyed-hooks known as “ Hall’s eyed-hooks,” and described by the makers, Messrs. 
Woodfield and Sons, as “ Snecky Limerick (twist point).” 

The water was clearing after a flood, and the trout were rising fast upon a long 
length of deep, still water, I tried them in vain with flies supplied by local men. 
At last I put on one of Mr. Holland’s Olive Duns with detached rubber body (No. 00 
hook). J rose nine fish—one missed the fly, one just touched it ; seven I bagged, and 
they were very firmly hooked. The last fish gave me some trouble. As I was 
returning home along the bank I saw arise. Throwing over some alders, I hooked 
the fish ; but it seemed to be a case of “ catching a Tartar,” for the bank was so high 
and steep, and the alders were so thick, that I was puzzled how to land the fish. 
Holding my rod in my left hand, and leave the trout to flop and flounder at his 
sweet will, I managed, with the hook of my landing-net stick, to pull the boughs to 
me and break them off. After spending about twenty minutes in this work, I 
managed to get the fish through some lower boughs close to the bank. Pushing 
back the rod until I had nearly reached the top piece, I pulled the fish to the net, as 
I thought (for it had become so dark that I could not see clearly) ; but I missed my 
chance, for the landing-net stick was not quite long enough. At the next attempt 
I lifted the fish a few inches, and got him into the net. If [had not hadan American 
split-cane, I do not think I should have landed that fish. Iam sure that no wooden 
top would have stood the great strain. 

When I proceeded to extract the fly I found it very firmly fixed, and I may say 
much the same of all the others caught, I thus enter into details because they show 
that this hook has considerable holding power. 

The next morning, on examining the fly, I found it as goodasnew. Finding that 
the fish did not take the local flies well, I tried it again, and with much success. 
When I threw it fairly over a rising fish if was seldom refused. - At last I left it in 
a trout—and serve me right, because I had not taken the trouble to put afresh piece 
of gut to it. ; 

This is the first time I have given Holland’s flies a good trial. ‘The ordinary flies 
quickly came to pieces—the legs, in most cases, got loose after the capture of twoor 
three fish ; but Holland’s fly was perfect to the last. It required very little drying, 
and floated for long distances, even in roughish water, Messrs. Woodfield and Sons 
sent me lately some new hooks, wide in the bend, and without the twist point, made 
at Mr. Holland’s suggestion. They are beautiful hooks—I hope an improvement ; 
but nothing could have been more satisfactory than the trial I gave the old hooks, 
—I am, &c., 

London, Aug. 9. W. J.C, 
HOOKS IN WRONG PLACES, 

Sir,—The following is my method for removing hooks from fingers, hands, &c,:— 

Seize the shank of the hook firmly between the thumb and first finger, press the 
shank backward by a quick but steady motion, without jerk, so as to cause the 
point to make a second hole in the skin opposite the hole of entrance ; through that 
second hole bring the*barb well and entirely out of the flesh ; now take small pliers, 
place one of the jaws horizontally between the shank of the hook and the face of 
the barb, the other jaw being, of course, on the outside of the barb, so that the 
whole of the barb be caught between the jaws of the pliers ; then break the barb off 
by squeezing it sharply with and between the jaws of the pliers, giving the latter a 
slightly outward motion, Then seize the bend of the hook with fingers or pliers, 
and gently pull the hook backward out of the hole it made on entering. Press the 
wound lightly so as to make it bleed a little at both holes, and—continue your 
fishing. The whole operation will take fifteen or twenty seconds at the very most ; 
it is perfectly safe, and the pain is xi/—absolutely nil, 

In bringing the point and barb out, care should be taken not to change the posi- 
tion of the hook, so that the point should be made to travel outwards exactly in the 
same plan as it got in. 

An angler ought never to go fishing without small pliers. I always take mine 
with me; they cost me ls., are highly polished and finished, and measure a trifle 
under 4in, in length ; the thickness of each jaw at the end is a good deal less than 
the distance between the barb and the shank of a No, 12 Carlisle; they go into my 
tackle book with the greatest ease, are very handy to add lead to or take it from the 
line, and are useful in various other ways.—I am, Ke., 

OLD ANGLER. 

[This isa most valuable hint, especially for users of eyed-hooks. We should be 
obliged if our correspondent would tell us where he gets his pliers for 1s. We have 
bought shilling pliers which were perfectly satisfactory in every way until you 
came to use them, then they collapsed utterly—the slightest pressure on the handles 
made them bend like lead.—Ep. | ae 


A LOCH-TROUT QUERY. 

Srr,— Would you, or any reader of the FISHING GAZETTE, kindly inform me if 
it is a good plan to use double hooks in fly-fishing for loch-trout ?—I am, &c., 

July 28. Ave Be 

[Unless the trout run very large, it is not only quite unnecessary to use double 
hooks, but prejudicial to sport, because they are more clumsy than the single hook, 
and, unless the trout are unaccustomed to the artificial, this consideration must 
always tell in favour of the single hook.—ED. ] 








AUTUMN SALMON-FISHING ON THE SHANNON. 
Stk,—You will much oblige me by giving me any information as to the autumn 
ae on the Shannon, especially in the neighbourhood of Castleconnell?— 
am, &e, 
Blackheath, C, CAFFIN. 


[Our correspondent, “Hi Regan,” kindly replies to this as below. If any other 
reader can give information we shall be obliged.—ED. | 


“The autumn salmon-fishing in the Shannon is good, but the fish are light in 
comparison with the big spring fish, This promises to be an exceptional grilse year, 
Below Killaloe it is not easy at this season to “get on a rod” so late as this; but 
probably Enright, at Castleconnell, or Grace, the station master at Killaloe, 
can get Mr. Caffina “stand.” There is some sport to be got, at small charge, near 
Limerick. Nestor, the tackle man there, is reliable on such matters. For myself, I 
should prefer consulting Grace and Nestor for lower waters, haying given Meelick 
on upper Shannon a trial before September ; till then the trout will be as heayy as 
grilse in many other quarters,—H1 REGAN, 
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WAT a 1 TIN 7 TROUT-FISHING AT FARNINGHAM 
MR. TOD’S METHOD OF CARRYING LANDING - NET. i a : ; : : 
Srr,—I claim to have acd a similar rig for carrying the landing net over twenty Srr,—I saw, a week or two back, in the “F, G.” a notice that the fishing in the 


ars azo as that show ou in last week’s GAZETTE from Mr. E. M. Tod, and | Darenth, at the Lion, Farningham, had been raised to 3s. I thought that someone 
ak Paar). as «tees - but I prefer a long handle, as I told you at the might have told you that the PTISORS 33. 6d. per diem, and “fixings accordin’ oan 
time, and I also have my coat straps on the lid of basket, as, after a heavy shower, the house. It is the last straw ” which does the thing. The 38. 6d. 1s not too 
it is then away from my back, and no chance of getting damp with the wet mack, | much to charge for a day ifa person goes down in, the morning, takes his lunch 
pressing on one’s coat. As to getting through gaps, over stiles, or running away with him, stays till night, and pot-hunts the fish, without being any good to the 
from pugnacious bulls, only try it, and you will find it a boon. Mr. EH. S. Shrubsole house ; but the case is different when a fisher, for the enjoyment of the country, 
has seen me use it for years. By the bye, I got him to build mea oft. * Marston,” | takes a compa lunches in the house at a cost, for cold meat and a bottle of 
and I can assure you “t is the best rod I ever handled, and as to his flies they are | Mere Medoc, of 12s., spends some half-dozen shillings on traps, and goes to this cost 
simply perfection. I got him to dress me some large for the lakes I wrote to you | 1? addition to railway fares, with 3s. 6d. in the bargain, for just the afternoon and 
about, and had a good catch with them, landing several trout over 1lb., my son, peu fishing. F ; ; 
eleven years old, getting one 11b, 20z, on one of Shrubsole’s large sedges—his maiden The lion is not we placed for railway travelling. It costs nearly as much to get 
trout. Trusting you will give this a line next week, and also put in that query to Farningham by L.C. and D.R. as it does to Rochester, and more (about half as much 
about bronzing,—I am, &c., again) than to Gravesend by the same line. The trains are few, and unless one 
105, Week-street, Maidstone. T. R. PRICE. goes exceedingly early, it must be mid-day or afternoon before a fisher can get 
[Mr. Price ‘wishes to Know how to bronze brass ferrules, &c. We fancy there is | there. Thus a fisher, with his daughter or sweetheart for company, has to fork out 
a preparation sold for this purpose. We remember his sending the sketches, They about 30s. for the privilege of throwing a fly into the Lion water for a few hours. I 
showed a long handle, and we objected to that being carried horizontally on the | consider that when one has food in the house he “stops” there, even if he does not 
creel, as likely to get smashed in getting through gaps, &c.—ED. } sleep there, Ishould, moreover, not mind the 3s. 6d. for the hour or two's fishing if the 
’ © proprietors would put some fish in ; but while he considers it necessary to seed his 
land in return for his crops, he seems to think that trout need no care.—I am, &c., 








Srr,—The FIsHInG GAZETTE, always interesting, is especially so in a HOARY DEUX ETOILES. 
Number of 31st July, where several first-class articles or essays are given by men 0 ; aera : 
eminence in matters ‘piseatorial, which every angler would do well to read. One S1r,—Perhaps the landlord of the Lion Hotel will, in his future advertisements, 


of these—by Mr. Tod, “ Landing a Trout in Mid-stream Made Easy ”—is so usefuland | state definitely that visitors spending the day only with him will be charged 3s. 6d. 
practical that I would beg to be allowed, as a humble follower of the gentle art for fishing in his preserved waters. Saturday last I visited the above, and, much to 
(doubtless the representative of many more), to thank him very cordially for his | ™y disgust and disappointment—more especially after travelling quite 20 miles by 
method so lucidly explained. Acting on it, I have already had my pannier rigged rail, besides walking from Farningham-road Station to this fishery—I discovered on 
up in grand style by our village saddler, with straps for waterproof, and rings, Xc., | MY arrival the facts as described ; and although lunch and tea was ordered for two 
for landing-net, and finding everything so very comfortable and comeatable when I | persons, besides sundry cooling draughts, this imposition was offered me as “‘ Hobso.’s 
had buckled on my accoutrements experimentally, there arose a certain pardonable choice. Preferring the Jatter, I walked to Eynsford Station, and then took the train 
longing for the warpath leading on to the trout stream. After the course of drill | to London once more, being very much fatigued and annoyed. The sum itself was 
suggested by Mr. Tod’s remarks, all seemed fairly within one’s reach—rod, tackle, insignificant ; but no brother fisherman under the circumstances would allow 
net, fish brought smartly to pannier, and the development of a “third hand” to “blackmail” to be levied on him, Trusting, Sir, you will insert this as a warning 
help forward the sport.—I am, &e., to others who might go upon the same errand,—I am, Xc., 
tawdon, near Leeds. F. Lewisham High-road, 8.E. : G.G. A. 
: a a - LWe have heard several complaints of this kind from visitors to the Lion Hotel. 
a x S ‘ es = 7 ccording to the advertisement, there is 1} miles of water “free to visitors to the 
RANDOM NOTES.—BRANDLING AND LOB WORME: Hotel.” The proprietor ought to explain what, in his opinion, constitutes a 
Sir,—I forgot to say in my last letter that brandlings are breeding now, and that | visitor.—ED. ] 
they most affect well-rotted horsedung ; they will breed in it when it is pretty 





fresh, but they prefer it well rotted, and when first put down a little peat mould or : FINE ROACH.—A CLEVER CATCH. 

aon earth Let be added ; but if he sticks to the horsedung pure and simple he will Sir,—I note in your last issue that Captain Whitaker caught a fine roach of 
not be far wrong. . I obtained over 300 splendid worms this morning from under a 1lb, 10$0z., haying orange-red marks on its jaws, which you refer to as being not 
heap of well-rotted wood refuse—not a large heap. uncommon in large specimens. I have often remarked this in large fish, and the 


T must not forget to mention that only a few lobs can be obtained by these other day, while fishing with bread paste, on finest gossamer gut, I took four going 
preparations—they go far deeper down, especially in dry weather ; but any number 5lb. 20z.—largest, 11b. 90z.—on which the colours spoken of were very bright. 
of red garden worms, cockspurs, and other worms may be obtained with a very little A local angler made an interesting eapture the other day. While roach-fishing 
ronnie: wey with bread paste on No. 12 hook, the bait was taken by a little jack 13in. in length. 

If I take out 300 or 400, and use only half, I always return them to the heaps. | This was in turn attacked by a jack of 3lb. 2oz., and our angler bid a mental fare- 
They should be well scoured in clean fresh moss a week or ten days before using.— | well to his fine tackle. However, determined to get all the sport possible, he 
Tam, &e.. M. A. played his unhooked fish carefully, and it carried its cannibalistic propensities a 

P.S.—Flounders, for instance, like a worm scoured to the utmost; they detest a | little too far, as it was eventually led over the landing-net and landed.—I am, &e., 
fat, floppy, “ poshy ” worm—at least, so I have found it. A CoGGESHALL YOLUNTEER. 


ANDERSON’S WATERPROOFS 


__ THE IMPROVED Water proof FOR THE WATERPROOF =‘ THE INVERNESS FISHING & SHOOTING CAPE 
BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. Storm Caps for CARTRIDGE The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorough ventila- 


; ; tion and perfect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be BAGS. has elastics to put arms through. 
a ] \ 5 


shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
Game Carriers 


elastic cufls and storm-proof fly. 
AND 


Cartridge Belts, 
aterprooft 


GAME BAGS,6 


Leggings. 


































Ent, Sta. Hall. 


INDIARUBBER LEATHER - LINED 
SHOOTING BOOTS. 


WATERPROOF SHOOTING 
COATS, 


THOROUGHLY VENTILATED. : s 
Illustrated Priced Catalogues on Application. 


SON, ANDERSON, & ANDERSON, 


INDIARUBBER AND WATERPROOF MANUFACTURERS, 


owe. 37, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, CITY, LONDON, E.G, acces erezan 














ALWAYS SOFT AND PLIABLE. 
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AN AMATEUR’S ARTIFICIAL MINNOW. 

Srr,—Having for some time been reading your interesting paper, I find that 
everything of interest to anglers, if in any way an improvement, is welcomed. I 
take the liberty of sending you a minnow I have been making for four or five years 
past, and, as I am only an amateur, almost solely for my own use. I think the 
principle on which it is made is new—at least, it is to me, as far as my inquiries 
go; but as you are a high authority, would you kindly let me know through the 
medium of your paper ? 

The size of the one Isend you is small, but it can be made, practically, of any 
size ; has a swivel incorporated with it ; can be made heavy or light (when makingj 
as wanted, and is unusually brilliant. I can always kill with it ; and on the Gala 
twice this season, when the water was very low and trout “ dour,” I had baskets of 
5lb. and 41b., beginning to fish at 8 a.m. and finishing in the afternoon, 

Trusting you will pardon the liberty I have taken,—I am, &c., 

Dalkeith Angling Club. W. RUSSELL. 


[The minnow is a little beauty, very ingeniously made of horn, with the curved 
tail like the “Sylph.” The body is of two pieces riveted together, the heads of the 
rivets forming the spots on the sides of the bait ; the novelty consists in an internal 
swivel, one eye of which projects at the mouth of the bait. It would bea capital 
minnow for casting overhand, or as a fly is cast. We hope Mr, Russell will get some 
firm to take it up.—ED. ] 





WORM-FISHING FOR SALMON. ls 

Str,—As the unfortunate perpetrator of the essay on this subject, I feel it in- 
cumbent on me to say a few words in defence of the system. And first, I would 
thank “ Withy Bud” for the courteous tone of his remarks; I fear that I as little 
deserve his praise as I feel that Ido not deserve his blame, In fact, I am but little 
concerned to defend a system of angling to which I must confess myself little 
addicted, only I hope that my censor is jesting when he compares worm-fishing to 
snatching. To my mind the essence of all fair angling consists in the voluntary 
taking of a bait by the fish. Itisa case of take it or leave it, and so long as this 
choice is given to the fish I think the fisher justified in using his knowledge of fish 
nature and habits, provided he is not debarred from so doing by legal or moral 
restrictions, There are many anglers whose sole chance of alittle fishing is restricted 
to a few days, and surely it would be hard were such to be confined to fly-fishing 
when, as has happened to myself, the river to which they have access is utterly un- 
fishable, from being either too high or too low, during their brief holiday. Put 
yourself in their place, and say would you not be tempted ? 

“Withy Bud” is mistaken in thinking that fresh-run salmon will not take the 
worm. I have seen it happen several times, and I am told that on the west coast of 
Scotland they show a decided preference for it in certain streams. I fear also that 
“Withy Bud” is mistaken about the legality of taking kelts after March, as I can 
find no reference to any such law, I would it were so, as I quite share his opinion 
on that point. 

As to allowing the salmon to gorge the bait, I must confess to not liking that 
part of the business much, and preferring to strike as soon as the fish seems to have 
settled after his first rnn at the bait; but I felt that, as the gorging system is 

‘certainly the more deadly, it was right to mention it. Mr. Gould’s tackle 
would, I think, obviate that objection ; though, if one is to judge by the behaviour 
of the fish when hooked, he suffers far less pain when hooked in the throat or 
stomach than when caught by the more sensitive surfaces of the skin or mouth. It 
has been several times recorded that salmon haye taken a second worm bait almost 
immediately after haying broken away with a former one; and the same has twice 
happened to the writer of these lines with sea-trout. Hence I think the cruelty is 
more apparent than real, always excepting the worm, and it is questionable te what 
extent an animal of so low a nervous organisation feels pain.—I am, &c., 

Dun Scorvs. 


WARNER'S NEEDLE EYED-HOOKS, 


Sr1r,—We notice one of your correspondents inquires where he can obtain Warner’s 
needle eyed-hooks. We beg to say that either Messrs. Farlow, of the Strand, or Mr, 
Bigg, of Russell-street, Covent Garden, will procure them for him, as they keep all 
our specialities.—We are, &c., ; 


Redditch. WARNER AND SONS, 


SEA FLY-FISHING, 


Str,—Will some reader of the “F.G.” kindly let me know if mullet and other salt- 
water fish can be caught with flies at the mouth of rivers? If so, what flies are 
best for August and September, and where can they be procured? Grey millets are 
to be seen jumping in scores round here, I haye tried some fancy trout flies on 
various occasions, but without success.—I am, &c., 


Swansea, H, Morton, 





A GOOD CATCH. é 

Sir,—Not long ago I was trout-fishing at Foxley, near Malmesbury, in one of the 
two rivers which form the Avon at the latter place. My only companion was my 
wife, who, as an entomologist, followed her own pursuit, and landed my fish, being 
a “dabster”’ with the nets. I had a big fish on, and the bank was so steep, that my 
wife, when she had slid down it and planted her heels well in the mud, was out of 
my sight. Aftersome time I tired out my fish, and was towing him slowly towards 
the bank when, to my horror, the line cameaway. I groaned out, “ He’s gone!” and 
threw my rod on the grass with the anguish that none but a fisherman knows 
when he loses a big fish. I didn’t swear, nor even think of “ Godfrey Daniel's blast 
and furnace works” ; but my agony had only lasted a few moments when @ voice 
“from below” exclaimed, “‘ No, he isn’t,” and up came the landing-net with a good 
three-pounder in it, which I soon turned out on the grass, and then landed my 
wife by the aid of the net stick. She then recounted what had happened to her 
“down below.” She had kept her eyes well on the fish, and was eagerly watching 
him being slowly led towards the bank when she heard my forlorn cry, “ He’s gone !”’ 
Past experience had told her she could then do no harm ; and eventually exclaiming, 
* As you have done, now it’s my turn,” the fish, not knowing he was free, slowly 
followed on the impetus given him by the line until he had drifted within reach of 
the net, which was quickly slipped under him, and up he came. No fish ever gave 
me so much pain and so much pleasure, He was a splendid fellow, and didn’t we 
drink his health !—I am, &c., Ades ELS 
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AN EAST COAST QUERY. 
Sr1r,—Can any of your readers inform me which of the following places is best to 
stay at for fishing—Felixstowe, Aldeburgh, or Southwold—and any hints 7—I am, 
&o.; M 





IN RE SILK LINES, 

Str,—I would recommend “ Rotherwood” to get one of the “ Gossamer silk ” live- 
bait lines advertised by the Bros. Foster, of Ashbourne, at 1s, 3d. ascore. I bought 
100 yards of it last January for Thames trouting, and,after a fair trial, I call it the 
best line I ever had in my life. It entirely fulfils ‘“ Rotherwood’s” conditions, 
being a silk plait fine enough to go through the eye of a needle, and strong enough 
to hold any chub that ever swam, Mine, when new, pulled over 6lb. on a steel 
yard, which, as most anglers are aware, is only about one-seventh of what it would 
lift in water.—I am, &e., GREENHEART. 

P.S.—I cannot analyse a line as “Pater” does, but one like the above is qrite 
good enough to satisfy me. 





BLUE MAHOE RODS. 

Srr,—I have been from home, and have only just seen “N.S, W.’s” letter in your 
issue of the 17th ult. 

I have had, for several seasons, in my possession a “Blue Mahoe” rod, made by 
Mr. James Ogden, of Winchcomb-street, Cheltenham, and I cannot speak too highly 
of the good qualities of the same. It isa beautiful rod in every respect, and I con- 
sider it quite as powerful as greenheart, and much lighter in the bargain. It has 
undergone some very severe tests, but it is as tough as steel, and none the worse for 
them, I have no hesitation in strongly recommending blue mahoe rods to my 
brother anglers.—I am, &c., 


Neath. Preis 





WORM-FISHING FOR SALMON. 

Sir,—I am truly glad that somebody has taken the first opportunity of expressing 
his disgust at taking salmon in the above manner, and every true sportsman should 
heartily thank “ Withy Bud” for not allowing “ Dun Scotus’s” essay to pass with- 
out comment. “ Withy Bud,” however, is wrong in supposing that fresh-run 
salmon will not look at a worm, as I saw only last March and April several good 
fish fall easy victims to this lure with the sea lice fresh on them, when they would 
not look at a fly. 

“Dun Scotus” cautions the man with the rod (1 will not say fisherman) to look 
out for squalls when he strikes his fish, evidently meaning the fish will fight hard. 
This, in my opinion, is simply ridiculous, for how can a poor beggar fight and show 
sport with a bunch of worms in his belly and a lead about 31b. in weight a yard in 
front of his nose, keeping the poor devil down and giving him no chance what- 
ever! 

Why, Sir, it is no sport at all,as even an old professional remarked to me the 
other day ; “but then,” observed he, “I fish for my living and not for sport.”—I 
am, «c., 

Bath. 
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KIDNEY AND LIVER: 
BRIGHT’s = AS 
URINARY DISORDERS ‘+1! 
FEMALE COMPLAINTS:} 
‘GENER 


ONE-EIGHTH FULL SIZE, 


—_ 
Sey 
oH 


te JOT.2CENUINE! 
y) LONLESS CUT OF 


EXACT FAC-SIMILE OF WRAPPER. 


THIS WRAPPER HOLDS THE LARGEST 4/6 BOTTLE IN THE MARKET. 
< 


< 
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. Gipsying. Poem. 


VII. A Bit of Racing. 
WARNER’S SAFE CURE By Arthur Coventry and 
Is made from a simple tropical leaf of rare value, and is a alee 2 no 
positive remedy for all diseases that cause pains in the ; 
Ower part of the body ; for torpid liver, headache, jaun-| VIII, The Last Voyage of the 
dice, dizziness, gravel, and all difficulties of the kidneys, “Surprise.” IV 
liver, and urinary organs. For Female Diseases it has no E Srneeratad 


equal. Itrestores the organs that make the blood, and hence 

is the best Blood Purifier. It is the only known remedy Jee 

that cures BRIGHT’S DISEASE. 

(For Diabetes use Warner's Safe Diabetes Cure, 4/6 per Bottle.) 
Take WARNER'S SAFE CURE and no other. For sale by all 

Chemists and Druggists, and at the Stores. Price 4/6. Ii your 

chemist does not keep it, and will not order it, send your 


orders to H,H. WARNER & C0., 47, FARRINGDON ST., LONDON, E.6. 


The Sunset Land. V. 


Of all Booksellers and at Railway 
Bookstalls, de. 
London : SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON 
SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 188, 
Fleet Street, H.0, 
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‘5 Spun 
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MANUFACTURED BY THE COTTON AND SILK LINE SPINNING COMPANY, MANCHESTER, 


Sole Inventors of the 16-PLAIT ENAMEL WATERPROOF 


WIRE GENTRE LINE for Salmon and Trout. 


As Tested Fourteen Years ago by FRANCIS FRANCIS, Esq., Capt. SPENCER VANSITTART, Capt. DUNBAR, Ke. 


ALSO THE 
ONLY PERFECT 


eer: Sid ; Ae 
i 1 all noted waters, and recommended for long, fine cast, no splash, switching, and casting against wind. 
Se eee ee cin 1 Hundreds of Testimonia's that these Lines are not only the best, but the cheapest in 


to remain strong after five years’ use, and re-dress equal to new at a nominal cost. 
the world. Hard cable waterproof, hook-resisting landing nets. 


All faulty lines replaced with new ones, 


TAPER SALMON AND TROUT LINES sanotiPivt? orivcteve 


Warranted 


Used and recommended by the Right Honourable Earl Ducie, 


: rquis of Lansdown, Sir Wm, Elliott, Capt. 
Lord Stormont, His Grace the Duke of Argyle, Duke of Athole, Duke of St, Albans, Duke of Marlborough, Marquis o isdown, , Cay 
Bete vanhiteare id ait aveda of the first Anglers of the day, As our samples are of some value, two stamps must be sent with application,—Address, “ COTTON 


TWINE-SPINNING COMPANY,” MANCHESTER, 


ARTIFICIAL SALMON ROE (!) 

A CORRESPONDENT of the American Angler says :—“ Can you not suggest to some 
of the manufacturers the propriety of making artificial rubber ‘salmon roe’? 
Roe is the most killing bait for trout, salmon, and every fish I know. In fact, 
it is almost poaching to use it ; but sometimes, you know, we've got to use bait 
when they won't rise to a fly, and the angler has travelled all day for a few 
hours’ fishing. I am convinced that an artificial bunch of roe attached to a hook 
would do quite as well as the genuine thing, because I have used bunches of red 
berries with great success. I never use roe now. I would sooner do without 
the fish, for it is the dirtiest stuff imaginable, gets all over one, and smells for a 
week afterwards on hands and clothes. An artificial article would have a large 
sale on this coast, as all Pacific coasters swear by “ salmon eggs.” Iam going 
to Yakima this month to meet the sea-trout as they come up ; will let_ you know 
my success. 

Portland, Ore., July 2. LAW <2 Wise 
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RECIPE FOR BRONZING. 

(We copy this recipe from “ The Techno-Chemical Receipt Book,” price 
10s. 6d., just published by Sampson Low, Marston, and Co., 188, Fleet-street.) 
GREEN Bronzp ror BRAss. 

No. 1. Mix 80 parts of strong vinegar, 1 of mineral green, 1 of red umber, 
1 of sal-ammoniac, 1 of gum Arabic, and one of green vitriol, and add 4 of 
Avignon berries (fruit of Rhamnus infectorius). Boil the mixture, and strain 
when cold. The articles to be bronzed should be cleansed with weak aquafortis, 
then rinsed, and the fluid applied with a brush. Should the colour not be dark 
enough, heat the article until it cannot be held in the hand, and then give a coat 
of spirit of wine mixed with a little lampblack. Finally, apply a coat of spirit 
varnish. 

No. 2. Add to a solution of 8} drachms of copper in 1 ounce of strong nitric 
acid, 103 fluid ounces of vinegar, 34 drachms of sal-ammoniac, and 6% drachms of 
aqua-ammonia. Put the liquid in a loosely corked bottle, and allow it to stand 
in a warm place for a few days, when it may be used. After applying it to the 
articles, dry them, by exposure to heat, and when dry apply a coat of linseed 
oil varnish, which is also dried by heat. 














Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition. Terms acc ording to requirements. Highest references given 
and required. Address, Mrs. MAROUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks. Reference kindly 
permitted to Hditor of the FISHING GAZETTE, 


THE “FISHING GAZETTE” PLIERS, 


DESIGNED BY R. B. MARSTON. 


These Pliers will be: found extremely useful to all classes of Anglers, as they 
combine SIX USEFUL TOOLS IN ONE, viz. :— 


_ age =A: Strong round-nosed plier 








me for every purpose of 
er liers 
PA ears phlers. ae 
Aven ye B, Knife for splitting shot 





& large or small, 

Gc, Fine wire cutter. 

D. Strong wire cutter 

nr. Screwdriver. 

r, Rimer for making hole 
in wood, leather, &c., 0 


; “ HR clearing out a ferrul 
; when the top or other 
(This cut is HALF THE SIZE of the Pliers.) joint is snapped off 


short in it. 
The Pliers weigh only three ounces, and are made in the best manner and of the best 
steel, and will be found thoroughly reliable. 


CASH PRICE, 2s. 6d., or POST FREE, 2s. 9d. 


Sole Makers: WILSON and SON (late Barron and Wilson), 
7, KING WILLIAM STREET, STRAND, LONDON. 


j MALLOCH’S New Patent 
i CASTING REEL. 


See the Field, November 1st; the FIsHIna 
GAZETTE, Nov, 9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9. 


Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 
hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be east than by any other Reel. 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible, 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass. 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel, 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application, 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards inthe World atthe Great 








International Fisheries Hxhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for "i.es; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; Gold Medal for 
Trc tt Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 
Special Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. Also, set 
Diplomas of Honour. 


TITLE TRADE-SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, Hy, WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 


J. W. MARTIN 
(the “ Trent Otter”), Wholesale, Retail, and Export Fishing Rod, Reel, and 
Tackle Manufacturer, 


24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, Notts. 


Salmon and Trout Rods of best quality ; Nottingham Reels made'on the premises by new improved and 
accurate machinery. Special attention given to the famous Nottingham Rods and Tackle. Descriptive 
Catalogues sent post free to any jaddress, Forty per cent, saved by buying of a practical fisherman 
and direct from the workshop, 
















LEE FARM FISHERIES, PULBOROUGH. 








Ten Miles of Well-Stocked 


and Preserved Water amid 


Beautiful Scenery, 


All kinds of Coarse Fish in abundance, with Trout in the Tributaries. 
few Rods at Two Guineas per season, 


Room for a 
Excellent Hotel accommodation, 


Apply, Captain G. R. WYKEHAM ARCHER, CHURCH HOUSE, PULBOROUGH. 


The “SWAN” HOTBL, |LY®MOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 


WALTON-ON-THAMES, 


Proprietor, J. P, WHEELDON, late 
Angling Editor of “ Bell’s Life in 
London” and “ Land and Water.” 


Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately 
facing one of the best angling reaches of 
the Thames. Splendid TROUT-FISHING 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish 
being known to lie in Walton reach and 
the celebrated “deeps.”’ Punts, fishermen, 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice. Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house having been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 
from top to bottom. The Proprietor 
desires to make his house “an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire t> learn the 
many mysteries of the “contemplative 
man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all 
styles and varieties of angling, and espe- 
cially in the little known practice of cast- 
ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 
Nottingham reel, 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 
CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“Pike, perch, roach, &.,are numerous,” 
—Anglers Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET, 


Barle Fishing Association. 


The Barle is preserved for 33 miles, from Dulver- 
ton Bridge towards Torr Steps. Capital Trout 
Fishing. Salmon come up about May. Tickets : 
Day, 1s.; Week, 2s. 6d.; Month, 5s.; Season, 10s. 6d. 
An additional 10s. 6d. for Salmon Fishing. Tickets 
can be obtained at “ Lion and Lamb Hotels” and 
“QUarnarvon Arms.” Good Hotels and Private 
Lodgings. Plenty of free Fishing near, in Exe and 
Barle. Further information of 


J. H, BERE, Hon. 
DULVERTON, 


TROUT FISHING. 


Five miles water of Right Hon, Earl of 
Carnarvon (Exe and Barle), free to 


Anglers staying at 
HOTEL, 





Sec., 


CARNARVON ARMS 


DULVERTON STATION. 
Fine. bracing air, wild -scenery ; 
billiards, tennis. Five hours from London. 


LYNDALE HOTEL and 
FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 


FIRST-CLASS FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 
and under the same management, 

Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
sceneries in the North of Devon, with about 20 
miles of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 
mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 
Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams. 
Permission for Fishing can be obtained at the 
Hotels. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 
position of Hotels. 


WM. BEVAN, Proprietor. 


a 
{ ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
i WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 

visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Creta, Wenning, 

Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 

West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 

ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 

make their wants known through the medium 
of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 

neighbourhood of these rivers, 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


To Fishermen and Others, 


Very good ACCOMMODATION for Fishers 
men can be had at Mr. WOOD'S, Anchor 
Inn, Hartford, HUNTINGDON, where 
splendid Pike, Perch, Roach, and. Bream 
can be caught. N.B.—About. Twenty 
Minutes’ Walk fromany railway station 
in Huntingdon. r odd of beseca 


TROUT FISHING !. TROUT: FISHING | 
ONLY 16 MILES FROM LONDON. 
1} Miles of Water, well stocked and pre- 
served, Free to Visitors stopping at the 


LION . HOTEL, FARNINGHAM. 


Under new management. French Chef. .First- 
class Wines. Moderate Tariff. , 


QOULTON BROAD FISHERY, 
LOWESTOFT 


(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk Fisheries 
Act). ; 
UARTERS,WHERRY HOTEL, Mutford Bridge, 
Beautifully situated. G: MASON, Proprietor. 
Established nearly a century, Boats 2s., full bait 
1s., men 4s, per day. Terms for stopping visitor: 
on application. Gravel and san@ly soil. : 


peel 96 Siena 

AELOG LAKE HOTEL, TY-CROES, 

near HOLYHEAD.—Excellent Trout-Fish- 

ing in Lakes ani Rivers close to the above; also 

Sea-Bathing and Fishing (sea close to hotel). Ex- 

tensive Shootings. Boats in Lakes and Sea. Splendid 

Billiard Room newly opened, Lawa Tennis. Terms 
most moderate.—Apply, Proprietor. ; 


PRESERVED SPECIMEN FISH 
FOR SALE, 


ENLARGEMENT OF PREMISES. 


Mr, BAMBRIDGE, of Eton-on-Thames, has for 
Sale Nine Cases (eight by Cooper), bent glass 
fronts, inside gilt edgings, comprising—Pike : 
17lb., 16ib., and 131b.; Trout, 5glb.5 Barbel : 
10lb. and 63lb); Carp, 63lb.;,Chub, 43lb.; Perch, 
2lb. 140z. All handsome specimens,, Would suit 
Hotel, Coffee, or Club Rooms. Price on application. 


TO ANGLERS.. 


GENTLES (of good quality), KILLING BAITS -(for all kinds of fish). 
Price 1g, per Pint. Free, on receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of 
C. BRADLY, 62, JACOB STREET, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE, 


ALL WHO 


REQUIRE 


GOOD PRINTING,» 
SARUM ears, | 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 
PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICES, &c., &., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 


2, Grocers’ Hall Court, 


Poultry, London, H.C. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVIOR of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE.—Excursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver- 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 1s. 9d., 1s, 6d. 

For full particulars see Bills, 

London, August, 1886. 





WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE. 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can-be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &e. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but asa guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 
THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces. 

















TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 





For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland...... ++ 10s. 6d. 
» Six Months ” ” » ” 7 : < 5 4 
= Three Months ,, , Bs ~ pe on ma 5 2 8 

to Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


aa ; ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE, 
188, Fleet-street, London. 


_ Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


The Fishing Gazette. 
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PRIZE eee Sony: 


FLY-FISHING FOR SALMON. 
By C. W. S. GOULD. 
(This Essay won our first prize, £3 3s.) 


MAny fishermen have already gone forth and done battle with the 
lordly salmon ; but many others, like myself, have to reserve our- 
selves until the year gets older before we shall be able to get an 
opportunity of trying our luck, and every year there are many who 
have never yet killed a salmon, but who now, for the first time, are 
determined to see what they can do, and itis for them principally 
that these practical hints are written. However, I hope that some 
remarks may be of use to more experienced hands, though, as a rule, 
we salmon anglers are very conservative in our notions, and do not 
like departing from well-trodden paths. Some take to fishing almost 
naturally, while many, though they have fished for years, never 
really attain proficiency, merely managing to take a few fish more 
by luck than skill. 

The great thing is to begin well, and not to fall into a careless or slovenly 
way of fishing, or it will be most difficult to get out of it, while, if the beginner 
from the outset is made to fish the “catches” through fairly from head to tail, 
without skipping any of the water, and at the same time throwing a nice “clean ” 
line, the habit will become a second nature, and I can assure him that his sport 
will be increased to a large extent. The true fisherman is he who, at the end of 
along day’s fishing—a day, perhaps, during which not a fish has been moved— 
makes each cast just as carefully, and fishes just as pluckily, as when he began in 
the full expectation of making a good bag. To go on thus “from smiling morn 
till dewy eve” requires a deal of determination ; but the reward is often ample, as 
salmon are most capricious in their appetites ;—and how often is it the case 
that when all those who have been dancing attendance upon them the whole day 
have gone home, having lost patience, time, and perhaps temper, some indefatig- 
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able disciple of the rod, thrashing away as hopefully as ever, manages to land 
fish after fish ? Beginners should never despair, as their luck is proverbial, many 
of the heaviest fish falling to their rod. The heaviest salmon I have ever killed, 
and most likely ever shall, was one of the very first fish I had the luck to hook); 
and how well do I remember the pride with which I held quite a levée of those 
who wished to see the monster and hear the history of his capture ; and I have 
poe the same good luck occur to many novices who knew little of salmon 
shing. 

I will not waste any more space with introductory remarks, but will at once 
go into practical details of how to fish for salmon with the fly, which, however, 
I must preface with a description of the instruments and tackle used for that 
purpose. 

To begin with the most important, namely, the Rod. This must, of course, 
be of a size proportionate to the strength of the wielder, and, naturally, if the 
river be wide, and long casting be necessary, a long rod will have an advantage 
over a shorter one. Rods are of all shapes and sizes, some as whippy as willows, 
while some are quite the reverse, in each of which many firmly believe ; but the 
rod that I strongly recommend is a Castle Connell, with an enlarged butt, about 
seventeen to eighteen feet in length. Such a rod as this I saw at the Fisheries 
Exhibition at Messrs. Farlows’ stall. It should bend equally from butt to top, 
and it is surprising how little exertion is required to throw with it, and what a 
length of line may be thrown ; alsothey are very powerful when fighting a fish, and 
that is a most important element in their favour, particularly when the fish run large 
or the current is strong. I very rarely use any other rod than one like what I 
have described, made of greenheart, or greenheart with top joint of Washaba. 
(This wood ought to be used a great deal more than it is for making salmon 
fly-rods. It never snaps suddenly as greenheart sometimes will, does not warp, 
and has great power.) Cane rods are powerful and light, but are expensive, and 
will not stand the knocking about which a rod in constant use must get, and, 
moreover, are very difficult to get mended in out-of-the-way places. Let the 
rings on the rod be upright, not folding, as with the former several yards more 
line can be thrown by letting it shoot through the rings than could be managed 
with the folding ones, especially if the line be thoroughly wet. In nearly all 
fishing a deal depends on the extent of water that can be covered, and in fishing 
for salmon this is of the highest importance ; so that every contrivance whereby 
an additional yard or so can be added to one’s length of cast should at least be 
considered. 

Next we come to the Reel Line, which must, of course, be of a size and weight 
to suit the rod ; and for one such as I have described, a rather heavy line will 
be found to be required ; but do not have ita bit heavier than is absolutely 
necessary. There are so many good, pad, and indifferent lines sold, that I shall 
make no particular remark except to say that the taper lines of the Manchester 
Spinning Company are very strong and nice to fish with. The length of the 
line, of course, varies according to the size of the river and the size of the fish 
expected to be met with ; but, as a rule, one will not come to grief through not 
having enough rope if there be a hundred yards on one’s Reel, which is the next 
article to be spoken of. It should be as light as possible consistent with strength, 
and must be large enough to carry the line easily. Reels are made of many 
different materials, from ebonite to papier maché, the best being, I think, those 
of ebonite bound with German silver, as they are very light, and the metal 
binding protects the ebonite, so that with ordinary care they will last several 
seasons. Above all things, do not have a winch with a hard check, as nothing 
is so likely to produce a smash with a somersaulting salmon as to have a reel 
with a pull of more than is sufficient to prevent overrunning. 

Having now considered what may be called the permanent part of the fly- 
fisher’s tackle, I now come to the other portion that is continually being changed 
to suit different circumstances, and which consists of the Gut Casting Line and 
the Flies. The gut casting-line is made of two or three parts ; that next the 
reel line being of treble gut twisted or plaited. The plaited trace being without 
knots is preferable ; but the ends have a tendency to work out, which, of course, 
tends to weaken it. However, if the cast be from time to time examined and 
its strength tested, the plaited one will be perfectly trustworthy, and I do not 
remember to have ever been deceived by one, although I rarely use any other. 
The length of this part of the casting line should be about 3ft. or 4ft., and is 
succeeded by a similar length of double gut twisted. To the latter is attached 
the single trace, varying in length from 3ft. to 6ft. It should be composed of 
carefully-selected strands of gut (all flat or shrivelled pieces being discarded), 
tied after being soaked for some days in rain water, or milk and water. No 
whippings should be used at the knots, and the gut should be of its natural 
colour, as its transparency renders it almost invisible to anything looking upward 
through the water. (Try the experiment in an aquarium. It can hardly be 
tried in a globe, as the size of the gut becomes so magnified.) 

If the river be high or discoloured no single gut need be used ; and I believe 
that a fish, if really eager for the fly, will not be deterred by the vision of a 
little of the connecting link between the rod and the hook. At the same time, 
if the river be low and clear, I have no doubt that the finest tackle should be 
used, as the salmon are then almost always off their feed, and require a deal of 
tempting before they will take anything. Under such circumstances, the best 
thing to be done is to discard all the treble gut, using only the double anda 
very long cast—say, 6ft. or 8ft. of fine single. At no time should a longer 
casting line than 11ft. or 12ft. be used, as in bringing a fish to gaff it might be 
wound up within the rings of the rod, and many a break has been caused 
thereby. 

Last, but, I am sure, not the least important, is that wonderful combination of 
fur, feather, and other matérials which together form the Fly—the cause of many 
a tragedy in the history of the Salmo salar. Many fishermen believe only in 
certain set patterns, and would not think of fishing with flies of a nondescript 
character ; but I believe that pattern counts for very little, while size 1s of the 
greatest importance. There is no doubt that some colours are, under certain 
conditions, more visible in the water than others ; as, for instance, if the river 
be discoloured, red or black will show more plainly than other colours, and, 
therefore, flies of those hues should be used. The point to be aimed at is to 
make the salmon sce the fly. If he sees it, and is a feeding fish, he will come at 
it, whatever may be the pattern. It is a very different matter with regard to 
trout-flies, as they have to imitate to a nicety the natural insect which is on the 
water ; but it is hardly necessary to say there is no insect the least like an 
artificial salmon-fly. Certain patterns are said to be certain killers, and, in time, 
get to be called standard flies ; but I think the reason is this : Suppose the river 
is in splendid trim, well stocked with fish, which are fresh run, and, therefore, 
eager to feed on whatever is offered, I tie up a fly of quite an original design, and 
have capital sport, as, indeed, I could hardly fail to, with all the conditions so 
favourable. Coming back I meet B., who asks what was the fly which did the 
mischief. I show him, Heimmediately ties one like it, and all the conditions being 
equally favourable, perhaps he also has goodsport. The pattern thus spreads, and 
very likely is christened, many fish being taken by it for the simple reason that 
so many fishermen are using it. Anyhow, I have always found that flies of a non- 
descript pattern kill just as well as standards, always supposing that they are not 
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of an unreasonable description. Another point to be considered is what size flies 
ought to be made. In this one has to be guided almost entirely by the locality, 
as in many rivers the fish will not rise at anything smaller than a humming 
bird, while in others the smaller the fly the better. As small a fly as will move 
the fish should be used, as they often take a large fly very “ short,” that is, just 
getting into their mouth, but not sufficiently for it to take a good hold, whereas 
onchanging to a small one it will be taken properly. The best way, if you have 
plenty of time, is to fish down the catch with a small fly first, afterwards using 
flies of a larger size. Have nothing to do with double hooks, for they are in 
every way inferior to the single : they are difficult to throw against a breeze, 
catch all rubbish, such as floating leaves, &c., are generally rendered brittle by 
the brazing, and, as there are two hooks, are twice as likely to run against a bone 
in the fish’s mouth. One matter I have forgotten to mention. The attractive 
part of a fly is the Hackle, therefore always have plenty of it ; in fact, flies made 
without any wings at all are often very killing. 

The articles used in fly-fishing having been described, the next thing to be 
done is to explain how to use them. Ishall suppose that the beginner is able 
to throw a fairly long and light line, as he cannot learn how to throw from what 
is written ; but must pick it up from practical teaching by the river-side. 
Besides, there are so many different styles of throwing peculiar to different 
places, that it would require a deal of space to discuss them all. 

Having arrived at the head of the pool or catch, and fastened on a fly suitable 
for the conditions of the water, notice whether it swims truly under the surface. 
Should it do otherwise, or “skirt” the surface, take it off and replace it with 
another that will not make any ripple, as nothing so effectually scares a salmon 
as a fly which leaves a wake like a small steamer. 

I find I shall first have to describe how to fish a catch through which a good 
stream (that is, at not less than about three miles an hour) is running, and after- 
wards one which consists of slack water, as one will require very different 
treatment to the other. 

To begin with the former. Go to the head of the catch, and throw well 
down stream and across, covering all the likely water you can manage. Of 
course, this will necessitate casting a long line ; but the advantages over throw- 
ing straight across the river, or nearly so, are: first, the fly will romain longer 
over any fish that may be lying there,so that it will be likely to attract its 
attention ; secondly, the line will be kept more taut by the current, and there- 
fore more motion can be imparted to the fly ; and, lastly, should any salmon 
snatch at the fly, he will be more apt to hook himself than if he had to race 
across the pool after the fly. 

As regards the Jerking Motion imparted to the fly, I belicve it isa great 
element in success, for surely a salmon’s sight must be somewhat like our own, 
and all who have seen the advertisement of the Nubian blacking at the London 
underground stations know how its moving letters force themselves on one, 
whereas if they were still we should not notice them ; and I believe that it 
is much the same with a salmon, and that he is bound to notice a fly properly 
“worked” which he would not pay attention to if it came round over him 
steadily. This “work” is put on the fly by raising the rod’s point two or three feet 
and letting it fall again. More play than this is not good, for if the rod be 
waved wildly many a fish may be missed if they come short. In working the 
fly round after the cast is made, keep the point of the rod in its direction and 
very low, so as to have as much as possible the line and rod in ene and the same 
straight line, as Euclid has it, when if a salmon does take he has a dead pull on 
the line, as the spring of the rod is not brought into play, and he is pretty certain 
to hook himself, and no strike is necessary. Fish on carefully, taking a step 
between each throw, and gathering in a yard or so of line before making a fresh 
cast, as salmon not unfrequently make up their minds at the last minute. 

Now I must go back to show how to fish a Slack, which is much more difficult 
than to fish a swift-running, stream. Here a long line cannot well be used, as it 
will sink so deep that it would only be recovered to make a fresh throw, with 
great risk to the top joint, so we must perforce content ourselves with a short 
line and throw almost straight across, and instead of keeping the rod point low 
as in fishinga stream, it must be pointed more and more upwards, so as to keep 
the line at all taut. Ifa salmon should take the fly, he must be struck, and 
struck hard, as there is no current to make him ‘hook himself. In all cases, 
should a fish rise at the fly and not take it, do not snatch it away, but remain 
standing exactly where you were ; then, having waited half a minute, throw 
over him again, and if there be another refusal, try a change of flies (putting on 
a smaller one). Ifno answer, mark the place where the fish rose from, so as 
to remember it again, and finish the catch, and the chances are if you try him 
again half an hour later, he will be ready and waiting. If the river be inclined 
to rise, I have generally found that if a fish does not take the first time he rises, 
he will not come again. 

A salmon now having been hooked, I should advise that he be dealt with 
thus : First of all, hold your rod pointing upwards, so as to bring the spring of 
it to bear with all its power on the fish ; then “hang on” to the fish, and do not 
let him have any more line than you can possibly help, as the less line there is 
between you and the fish the better for you, and the worse for your quarry, as 
if there is much line out it may get foul of some obstacle, and the force 
of the current will put a heavy strain on. If the fish is determined 
to run, he will take line, and should he take to somersaulting, at 





each jump, the line must be quite loose, and the rod’s point dipped ; 


but in any other case, it is best not to give a foot of line 
provided the rod be kept upwards, as no rod (or at any rate no ordinary rod) can 
put on more strain than three or four pounds, so there is little or no danger of 
a break, In this manner many a little fish of not more thansix or seven pounds 
weight may be speedily killed without allowing a great deal of water to be 
disturbed, and by keeping such a tight line fish may be landed into which the 
hook has not gone over the barb, whereas if they had not been held in tight, 
the hook would have dropped out. I need scarcely say that a fish, if small, 
must be kept ; if large, coaxed away from any obstacle. Should he go to the 
bottom like a log, as large ones sometimes do, get below him if possible, and pull 
hard’at him. If this does not start him, pelt him with stones. This will 
generally succeed ; but sometimes more severe measures have to be taken, as at 
Llangrwyney, in the Usk, last season. A salmon weighing 421b., on being hooked 
sank to the bottom, and was only moved by a gallant colonel who was present, 
stripping and swimming in after it. 

The fish having been fairly tired out, may be brought to Gaff, or if a 
sloping gravel be convenient, may be pulled out on to it; but a large one, 
I think, should always be gaffed, as the strain réquired to pull him out 
might be too much for the hold of the hook. If you have a gillie to use 
the gaff, and he is an adept (as unfortunately, very few are), he will advise 
you what to do; but in nearly all cases they are worse than useless, as 
they get so excited that they scarcely know what they are doing. Under these 
circumstances, it is better to gaff your fish yourself, unless the place is such as 
to preclude your doing so, The way to manage it is to wind the salmon in 
until the line is yery short ; then put the gaff in the water, and pull him over it. 
Do not strike wildly at him, unless it be a case of “now or never,” and never 
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try at a plunging fish, or you will be very likely to gaff the line, when an almost 
certain result isa smash. A gaff should have a slight barb,-as it is sometimes 
necessary to gaff a fish when wading deep, when he will not unfrequently spring 
off the hook unless it be barbed ; but a large barb is sometimes very difficult to 
extract from a salmon, and always disfigures it. 

A few remarks on the best time for fishing may not be out of place. Salmon, 
as I said in the beginning of this paper, are most capricious ; but still they 
generally feed more at certain times. 
sionally, but a good many clouds are about; if the weather has, been cold, with 
an east wind, as soon as ever the wind changes to a warmer quartér ; on windy 
days, after still weather ; on rough days, after fine weather, and generally 
when a strong wind is blowing, except it be from the exst, there is a chance of 
taking salmon. 
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PARTICULARS OF THE ALL-NIGHT FIGHT .WITH A 
SALMON. 


KNOWING that our readers would be greatly interested in it, we 


wrote to the Hon, Major Geoffrey R. C. Hill, of Maesllweh Castle, - 


Glasbury, asking if he would give us an account of the affair, and 
he very kindly replies as follows :— 


‘ Dear Str,—In reply to your letter of yesterday, asking me to give you 
some account of the fight I had with the salmon, I beg to say that, as you wish 
it, [ will give you an account of what happened. On the 8th of June I went 
up to the fishing cottage—at the Nyth—close to Elwood Station, Radnorshire, on 
the Wye. The river was in pretty good order, but rather high, if anything. I 
began by hooking and killing a fish of 11/b.; then one of 22Ib., and another of 
23lb, At 7.30 p.m. I went to fish a catch called ‘Never say Die,’ which is a 
very rapid stream, and almost always holds one or two very large fish. I fished 
the catch carefully down, and when I reached the tail of it where the fish gene- 
rally rise I saw one come right across the stream at me, and he showed himself 
distinctly, and I put him down at once to be over 401b., and a good deal over, 
too. With one rush he went into the pool below, called the ‘ Agen,’ which is 
a very deep hole indeed. I had to get out of the water and follow him as best 
I could, for the river was too high and rapid to cross over the planks, which I 
have had put up to get round, to clear the line from under a very bad rock ; 
but, luckily, he passed this corner without getting fast, and I then crossed, 
though with some difficulty, on to some other planks, and got pretty well over 
him again ; for at the Nyth, and, indeed, on most of the upper part of the Wye, 
there is a narrow gutter, and unless you can get well over it, the fish are sure to 
cut you against the sides of the rock. 

‘He ran me well down to the tail of the pool, and I was in hopes he was 
going down into the catch below ; but, unluckily, he turned up again and got 
into the very deepest part of the gutter, and there he went down to the bottom 





} and sulked. At last I moved him and got him again down to the tail, and 


knowing that I could never land him in that pool, I got off the planks and into 
the river, and determined, though much against my will, to try and pull him 
down stream to the next catch, where I could have got him out easily ; but he 
would not be pulled down, and back he went to where he was before. I had 
now had him on for nearly two hours, and my arms had begun to feel the 
weight that there was at the end of the rod. ~ It was beginning to get dusk, and 
my keeper and myself agreed that it would never do to stay on the planks in 
the middle of the river till it got dark, as we should never find our way out ; 
and as it had been raining during the day, we were afraid that the river would 
rise ; so we decided to get a little nearer to the bank, so moved back and took 
up our position on a rock, 

‘‘T then handed the rod over to my keeper, and we both sat down on a small 
rock, on which there was just room for us by sitting with our feet in the water. 
Very little happened for some time, except that the fish kept quietly sailing up 
and down the pool. What we were frightened of was that he would make a 
sudden rush, and as it was now quite dark this would have been fatal, as we 
could not see the line. It was now about 10.30 p.m., and we were beginning to 
get hungry ; so I sent my under-keeper up to the fishing cottage (about 150 
yards away) to get us something to eat and drink, my keeper and myself taking 
turn and turn about at the rod, and when I tell you I was fishing with a very 
stiff 18ft. rod, made by Forrest, of Kelso, anda very strong casting-line, which 
I had put on expressly to fish the catch I hooked the fish on, that the rod was 
at times almost bent double, you may imagine we had no light pressure on him. 
Twelve o'clock came, and then we thought the river was rising ; so sent up for 
a lantern to make certain, and sure enough it was, and we were afraid we should 
have to get on to the bank; but we decided to stay as long as we could where 
we were, for if we had got off the rock we should have been too far away from 
the fish, and we knew that if the river camedown much we must lose the fish, as 
we could not have got near him when daylight came ; but, luckily, it only rose 
a very little. . 

‘One o'clock a.m. came, and 2 a.m. ; then we could see a little better, and at 
about 3 a.m. we determined to see if we could not move him somewhere. First 
I tried to pull him down, then my'keeper did the same; but only once did we 
get him to the tail of the pool, and had we been able to have got out quickly 
enough—which we were not able to do, owing to the height of the water and 
the very bad wading—I think we should have this time got him down stream ; 
but at last he went back to the old place, and all we could do was to keep a 
tremendous heavy strain on him, as we knew the tackle would not give way. A 
few times we managed to lift him a yard or two off the bottom, but only to 
sink down again the next moment. It was now 6 a.m., and both my keeper’s 
and my arms and back were getting a bit tired, so I gave my groom, who was 
up there with me, the rod to hold for a bit. 

“I had arranged a meet with my otter hounds on the Llyfni, and had intended 
to go down by the 7.19 train to meet them ; but I did not like to leave the fish, 
so wrote a letter and sent it down by train to tell my huntsman that Iwas fast 
in a fish and could not get away, and that he must go to the meet without me, 
and that, if possible, I would get down by the next train, Haying now had 
the fish on for nearly twelve hours, I was beginning to think it was rather too 
much of a good thing, so determined to see if I could not move him by some 
means, so sent for another rod and fixed a good-sized brass ring on to the end of 
the line, and then, as the ring opened witha spring, clasped it on to my line in 
the hopes that the ring would have gone down on to his nose, which, if it had, 
would, without doubt, have made him move. But, alas ! the ring was not heavy 
enough to go down through the very heavy stream, for, owing to the height of 
water, we were not able to get quite straight over the fish. Now that plan had 
failed, I sent two people across to the other side (by a boat some distance up) 
with long poles, to try and move him with them ; but_the river was too high 
for them to get near the place. It was now 7.30, and I did not want to have a 
day’s sitting on the rock, and perhaps another night ; so I got back with the rod 
on to the bank and put my keeper as close to the stream as he could get witha 


On days when the sun comes out occa- 
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“better ?) than a dish of broiled ham and eggs. Not being able to drink beer, and 
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gaff, and then told him to take hold of the line beyond the rings and try and 
pull the fish gently to him, and, if possible, gaff him, He came very nicely, 
but very slowly, for some little time ; then my keeper called out to me that he 
was shaking his head badly, and the next moment the hook came out of his 
mouth, No doubt the length of time he had been on had worn a hole, and 
when a different pressure was put on the hook came away. I only saw the fish 
once the whole time, and that was when he rose. 

“Tt is a mistake that the fish was supposed to have been scen at Builth. 1 
believe, from what my keeper tells me, that the very same fish was, till this last 
flood, in a pool just above my water ; at least, he says he saw a fish there which 
he is quite certain is between 401b. and 50lb. I had an hour or two to wait 
till my train went, so after I lost this fish I went and tried for another, but 
did nothing, so had my breakfast (which I was not sorry for), and went down 
to meet the hounds; and when I got to the river soon heard them, and as I 
was walking along’the railway I got on to the embankment to see what they 
were doing, and I saw'three or four couples of old hounds hunting down the 
river, and thought I saw them put an otter down close to me ; but I waited till 
my huntsman, ‘Joe’ (whose horn I now heard), came down, and asked him 
what he had done. His answer ‘was, ‘Lost her, Sir.’ I said, ‘I do not think 
so ; the hounds have put her down from here now.’ I tried them down and 
soon hit her off, and after a real good hunt of two hours killed. Tried on down 
and found another, but could do nothing with him, and, it is needless to say, I 
was not sorry to get home that evening. 

_ “The names of the people who were with me almost the whole time I had the 
fish on were my keeper, 8. Chrismas ; under-keeper, J. Dance ; my groom, W 
Vaughan ; my keeper’s wife, and a nephew of hers. I never knew a night pass 
away so quickly, and, as luck would have it, it was a lovely night. The fly and 
casting-line were as good as ever, and not a bit rubbed, which shows, I think, 
that the fish was merely at the bottom of the pool, and not near a rock. I cannot 
help thinking that the fish must have been hooked under the jaw, for I cannot 
believe thata fish, let him be what weight he may, could ever have stood the very 
heavy strain we had on him for twelve hours if he had been hooked in the mouth. 
—Yours truly, “Grorrrey R. C. Hine.” 






which the forefathers and mothers of all the varieties of fish which now inhabit 
our salt and fresh waters were preserved ! 

“ Before the flood” in this case meant that other great flood which occurred 
in the month of May last, which had carried away many of the old stone 
bridges of this and the adjoining counties, and which had set afloat all the beer- 
parrels and claret bottles in the inn cellar. The bottle which she brought me 
was one of these, with the label still damp ; but it was none the worse for that. 
The oldest inhabitant has no recollection of such a terrible flood as that of last 
May ; indeed, it is supposed to be over a hundred years since one like it occurred. 
Many a time, as a boy, have I seen the old river come down in its fury, cover- 
ing miles of meadowland, and carrying on its expanded breast stacks of hay and 
huge timber-trees ; but never had there been, in my early recollection, anything 
like the scenes of destruction which the floods of last May wrought. 

‘After lunch I was sufficiently infatuated to try again at the river. I was told 
by the landlady that a veteran in the neighbourhood had, only a few days 
before, brought in seventeen fine trout—and why may not 1? ‘It is true, he had 
everything in his favour : he knew the water, he had a personal acquaintance 
with all the flies, he had a full river and charming weather ; whilst I had the 
worst possible weather—a sleety day with a cold north wind—and water which, 
in spite of the rain, was bright and low. 

My few hours’ fishing in the Lugg was a failure. Iam certain that no one 
could catch fish in such weather ; but that there is good fishing in the Shobdon 
water I know full well, and I still hope for some future opportunity of vindi- 
cating the truthfulness of my ancient recollections. 

Your readers may reasonably ask, What is the advantage of this record of 
perpetual failure? It is not for me to say. I trust it has its advantages, if 
only as a curious contrast to the perpetual successes which mostly inspire your 
writers. It seems to be my special mission to tell of failures. When, out of 
the fifty-two weeks of the year, one chooses one week for piscatorial exploits, 
and that one week turns out to be the most unpropitious of all the weeks of the 
year, is it not my misfortune, rather than my fault, that I am not permitted to 
tickle the ears and make restless the arms of your enthusiastic readers by tell- 
ing them of abounding success ? 

T have still to record three days of my doings at the Farm, which record I 
will, if you care for it, place at your disposal next week. 











ib i 6 A WEEK AT A FARMHOUSE. 
By “THE AMATEUR ANGLER.” 


NOTES. 

Ar the suggestion of Mr. Willis-Bund, who, in spite of numberless other calls 
upon his time, is indefatigable in his attempts to improve our salmon fisheries 
by collecting, practical information about them, the Fisheries Preservation 
Society are now sending out a circular asking questions which anglers are 
invited to answer. ‘These questions, which will be found in a separate account 
of the Society which we publish this week, are accompanied by diagrams drawn 
up by Mr. Willis-Bund, showing the rise and fall during a period of nineteen 
years (1867 to 1885) of the yearly catches of salmon with nets and rod in 
England and Wales. These diagrams are most interesting, and furnish some 
apparently insoluble salmon problems. 


(Continued from page 92.) 


ON Thursday, notwithstanding the haziness of the early morning, I 
started for the Shobdon Water, accompanied by my young friend 


Christy. We had a long drive of nine miles in a drizzle of cold 
rain. 

The Shobdon Water embraces that portion of the river Lugg 
which passes through the estate of Lord Bateman from above 
Aymestry to Mortimer’s Cross, and another portion some three or 
four miles down the river between Kingsland. and Leominster, 
called “The Wegnalls.” This latter portion I had not an oppor- 
tunity of visiting ; but I hope to be able to do so ona future occa- 
sion. 

Tt may be that I am prejudiced in favour of the quaint old river Lugg ; but 
Tecan recall no more beautiful bit of meadow and sylvan scenery than that 
through which it runs from above the village of Aymestry down to Mortimer’s 
Gross, and thence onwards through the rich and pleasant meadows of the Croft 
Castle Estate, past the wooded banks and copses of the Tarrs, and onwards, 
leaving the pleasant villagé of Kingsland to the right. 

On reaching “The Wegnalls” it loses much of its beauty. Here it certainly 
becomes sluggish and unpicturesque ; but here, probably, in certain seasons, 1s 
to be found some of its best trout-fishing. Of this, however, I have no present 
experience. 

The meadows on the south of the river below Mortimer’s Cross have a 
celebrity of their own. On these fields a bloody battle once did rage, in the 
Wars of the Roses, between the forces of Edward, Duke of York, and Henry 
of Lancaster, in which the Lancastrians were severely defeated. This battle 
was fought Feb. 2, 1461,and proved to be the turning point in the tide in favour 
of'the young Duke of York, who was shortly afterwards proclaimed King under 
thé title of Edward IV. 

A brief account of the battle is recorded on a handsome monument which 
stands in the turnpike road at the entrance of the village of Kingsland. The 
inhabitants are proud of this monument. I have not seen it for many, many 
years. It used to be kept well painted and in excellent order, and doubtless is 
so still as a lasting record of a famous battle. 
.« 1 began fishing just above the old bridge at Mortimer’s Cross, and I fished 
right up to Aymestry. It rained some of the time, and all the time it was wet 
and sloppy in the long grass of the aftermath, and of the meadows still unmown. 
We reached Aymestry wet-footed and tired, but not the ghost of a fish had we 
seen—not a single rise afforded us any encouragement whatever. But it did not 
much matter, for is it not pleasure enough for a smoke-dried Londoner to ramble 
along that lovely vale of Aymestry, even in wet and windy weather ? Here it 
is that the Lugg lingers through its pleasantest scenes, winding its way amongst 
hazel and alder bushes, underneath the Pokehouse wood which, on the opposite 
side, rises abruptly for many hundreds of feet above, and from within a few 
yards of its margin. That leafy wood on one side, the low-lying water-meadows 
and the undulating corn-cropped hills on the other, and the grey tower of 
Aymestry old church in front of us, form as pretty a variety of scenery as one 
might wish to see. Here, for the most part, the Lugg runs deep and slow, but 
with such transparent clearness that the pebbles can be clearly seen at depths of 
eight or ten feet. Lattribute my want of success to the extreme clearness, as 
well as unusual lowness, of the water. I caught nothing ; I did not even see a 
rise or heara splash. We returned to our inn hungry and disappointed. Our 
dandlecy could furnish us with nothing better (and who would want anything 


a 


In 1867 the nets caught 33,736 salmon ; in 1871 they caught 165,131 salmon 
(the highest ever made) ; the number fell gradually to 114,135 in 1874, then 
suddenly to 48,802 in 1875, going up in the next two years by 20,000 a year, 
and in 1878 and 1879 falling as much again ; 1883 has been the best. year since 
1874 + its catch was 105,662, while’1884 and 1885 show only about half this 
number. The recorded takes of salmon by anglers with rod and line vary 
almost as much as those for the nets, the highest number being 7,889 in 1879, 
and that does not include the fish taken in the Tyne that year—probably at 
least a thousand fish. 

ae ae a ae ae 

That kingfishers possess aremarkable instinct to avoid those fish proving harmful 
to them issupposed to be exemplified by the following incident :—A correspondent 
of the Observer states that, being infested with these birds, he set traps for 
them in two of his ponds, one containing minnows and the other perch. A 
capture was effected daily where the minnows were located, but on no occasion 
was a kingfisher caught near the perch pond. f . 

i % os : 

We should like to ask the correspondent of the Observer what size the perch 
were. Unless they were no larger than minnows, or the kingfishers were as 
large as herons, we do not think his experience very sirange! 
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Roach anglers should make a note of the Red Lion Hotel, Whittlesford 
Bridge, Cambridgeshire. It is close to the station and to theriver. Amonga 
fine take of roach had there last Thursday week by Mr. E. Beavan were four 
which weighed four and a half pounds. . 

aS ae a as 

A reviewer in the Academy speaks of the tench as a fish which ‘‘comes up 
to the angler’s hand like a log,” and calls it “at best a muddy, worthless 
creature.” We venture to ask the Rev. M. G. Watkins if he ever caught a 
tench, and if he ever tasted one properly cooked? The tench is one of the 
pluckiest fish that swim, and, weight for weight, fights as well as any trout ; 
in fact, we have often had as much sport out of a 2lb. tench on a stiff rod ina 
pool as we have with a 2lb. trout on a fly-rod in a stream. We have never 
tasted a tench; but we never met anyone who had who did not say itwas @ 
delicious fish. No less an authority than “ Redspinner” declares it to be so in 
the first edition of “ Waterside Sketches.” r ¢ 

* * ar 3 

An angler who has fished often for tench, and tested its table qualities in 
every possible way, writes, in reply toa question : ‘ When in prime order, and 
properly cooked, the tench is equal to any freshwater fish, other than salmon 
and trout. Though not quite so rich as the eel, it much resembles that fish, 
and it may be cooked in a variety of ways. It is always safest to place the 
live fish, if possible, in a tank or pail of clear water for two or three days 
previous to cooking, and for pond fish this is an essential. Try it plain boiled, 
with parsley sauce, or fried or stewed, or even as souchy, and you will thence- 
forth laugh at anyone who denies that the tench is not only good eating, but 
a delicious dish. Years ago a Manchester fishmonger kept a trough of clean 
water under his slab full of live tench for sale to customers. There was no 
more popular fish, and it always sold readily. It was then I began to turn my 
attention seriously to the tench. This was a quarter of a century ago, and since 
then Tinca vulgaris has afforded me many a prime pit of sport and many a dish of 
splendid food.” 
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haying a fearful recollection of the strength and roughness of Herefordshire 
cider, Lasked for claret. The hostess reached from an upper shelf a small 
bottle of St. Julien, out of which she told me only one glass had been taken, 
which she would allow me for. I asked how long it had been uncorked. She 
did not quite remember, but'it was some little time before the flood! Lsaid I 
-would prefer an unopened botile. 
» It.is proper to explain that “before the flood” did not mean that Antedilu- 
vian period during which Noah was preparing for the great Deluge in which 
every living thing on the face of the earth was destroyed. ‘The Mosaic record, 
by 6 way, makes no special mention of fishes. If they, too, were included in the 
niversal destruction, that must haye been an extensive tank in the Ark in 


“<0¢T 
< 


* * Line * 


A splendid pike is now being set up by a Birmingham naturalist. Itisa female 
fish, 49}in. in length, and weighed 301b. It was caught in the Usk, near Brecon ; 
but by whom, or by what method, we have been unable to ascertain. The fish is 
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said to have been in bad condition ; but as a well-fed pike of 44in. only weighs 
about 251b., this monster cannot have been so very much “off colour.” Wedo 
not often record captures of big pike in Wales, and shall be glad if any corre- 
spondent would give us particulars as to how this fish was caught. We have since 
received the following about this fish from the Birmingham Post :— 

CAPTURE OF A BiG PikE.—On the 11th inst. there was landed from the river at 
Hay, Brecon, a gigantic pike, which measured just over 4ft. in length, 2ft. in girth, 
and, although an underfed fish, turned the scale at 301b. This fine old buffer is now 
in the possession of Mr, F, Coburn, Holloway Head, Birmingham, who is preserving 
it. The age of a pike cannot be safely judged by its weight; but in the specimen 
under notice the fins are twisted and distorted in a remarkable manner, which makes 
it safe to assume that the fish is a very old one. e , 

tt a: % Lt G 

A fine exercise of one’s temper and patience is to fish all day ona weedy trout 
stream, and out of four brace to lose all but one fish in the weeds. This was 
our fate last Wednesday, the very few fish that were rising cheerfully accepted 
a small dry fly on very fine gut, and then took a perpendicular dive into the 
weeds and a vertical run up under them, then comes the clever “half hitch” 
and all is over in the twinkling of an eye. ‘ You doeslose ’em, sir, and no mis- 
take !” says the small boy who carries our traps, “ Don’t he, Bill?” Bill is too 
deep in a meat pie to do more than nod, but it’s a nod that speaks 
volumes. These boys entered so heartily and sincerely into the ‘‘fun” 
of the thing whenever a trout broke away, that we could have gone 
on “losing ’em” merely for their amusement, it was so genuine. To toil and 
sweat in the blazing sun, standing over your head in rushes, with trees all 
round you, and finally to hook a fine trout and be laughed at and chaffed for 
losing him by two ragged little urchins while they ate your pie, is rich. “ Broke 
his cat-gut agin, Jim ; costs you a sight o’ money for flies and tackle, don’t it, 
sir?” A roar of laughter from a friend who has come quietly on the scene is 
the only answer. 

x * * * * 

“Those boys will kill me,” our friend says. “I haven't laughed so much since 
T brought Harry C—— here for a day’s fishing. Of course, nothing but artificial 
fly is allowed here ; he had a good rise, and I asked him why on earth he 
didn’t strike ? ‘Oh!’ he said, quite seriously, ‘I always give ’em time to eat it!?” 





A NOTE FROM ICELAND. 


THE salmon-fishing in the West Coast rivers has continued good 
since date of last report. Onthe Laxa and Bugda, General Chalmers 
and party caught 146 salmon, besides large numbers of sea-trout, 
between the 26th June and 14th July. The Messrs. Stirling and 
Mr. Burnett have likewise had very good sport, notwithstanding the 
recent dry weather, which has rendered the rivers rather low. 





PISCATORIAL AND OTHER ATTRACTIONS OF 
WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE. 
AmMonGst the numerous sea-side resorts which are of easy access from the Great 
Eastern Railway in Liverpool-street, that of Walton-on-the-Naze has long been 
a favourite one ; but more especially with the Londoners since the extension 
from Colchester ; and with this facility of getting there now the fame of its 
salubrity and surrounding attractions is being spread far and wide. The journey 
from Liverpool-street by the Summer Service of trains is accomplished in a 
couple of hours in through carriages, and the scale of charges is of a tempting 
character. The railway station at Walton is on a point of high land within 
sight of the sea, and two or three minutes’ walk from the beach. The shore is 
both firm and extensive ; the ebb tide leaving a great width of sand, affording a 
most agreeable walk to the mouth of the rivers Stour and Orwell on the one side, 
and the estuary of the Colne on the other. The promenade.is considerably over 
1,000ft.in length. The beautiful and sloping form of the beach admirably adapts 
it for the refreshing indulgence of bathing, and machines and attendants are 
always in readiness—the north sands being patronised for bathing by those who 
prefer greater privacy. At one time there were two piers on the beach, but 
recently one has been washed away, and in 1796 the whole of the old church 
with the graveyards were swallowed up by the ravages of the sea. The other 
pier is now in close proximity to the hotel. It is only justice to add that no 
one has done more to improve the character and prestige of Walton than Mr. 
Dorling, the proprietor of the hostelry. Mr. Dorling is not only a guide himself, 
but has published a guide book of a most useful and interesting character. The 
following extract from it, in regard to piscatorial attractions, will be read with 
some interest : ‘The pleasures of long-line sea-fishing may be indulged in 
during suitable weather, and great quantities of cod, codling, and whiting are 
caught in this way by amateurs during a single tide. The fishermen are civil, 
quiet, and sober fellows. They find tackle and bait, and will soon render the 
tyro almost as keen and successful a hand at the sport as his preceptor. Lobsters 
are also caught in great numbers. Inland fishing can be obtained for roach, &c., 
some three miles to the west of Walton, in a little and apparently insignificant 
river, where as much as 40lb. weight of roach has been caught to a single rod 
in a day, many of the fish competing, for size, colour, and flayour, with those of 
the Thames. The naturalist, as well as the angler, will not fail to visit this 
stream, as it contains that remarkably scarce fish in the British Islands, 
the Azurine or Blue Roach. Its habits are said to be much like 
those of the chub, and especially it is highly retentive of life.” On the beach 
are to be found any quantity of shells. Walton, in every sense, to the pleasure 
seeker possesses all those outdoor amusements familiar to the seaside, including 
beautiful drives. There is also this particular charm to those who prefer 
quietude to bustle : it can be enjoyed in one portion of the beach without much 
interruption. The place altogether is splendidly suited to families, lodgings 
being easily obtainable. There is a capital Saturday afternoon train, leaving 
Liverpool-street at two o’clock and reaching its destination at four, with the 
return journey on Monday morning at 7.2, and arriving in London at 9.1. 
Nothing could possibly be more convenient than this to men of business, who 
can only spare the week ends for their rest. There is no tediousness in the 
journey, and no need of a conveyance at the other end—they at once get into 


salubrious and bracing air. 
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Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition. Terms according to requirements. Highest references given 
and required. Address, Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks. Reference kindly 
permitted to Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE. 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—The chief Wonder of modern times.—This incomparable medicine increases 
the appetite, strengthens the stomach, cleanses the liver, corrects biliousness, prevents flatulency, puri- 
fies the system, invigorates the nerves, and reinstates sound health. The enormous demand for these 
Pills throughout the globe astonishes everybody, and a single trial convinces the most sceptical that 
no medicine equals Holloway’s Pills in its ability to remove all complaints incidental to the human 
race. They are a blessing to the afflicted, anda boon to all that labour under internal or external disease. 
The purification of the blood, removal of all restraint from the secretive organs, and gentle aperitive 
action are the prolific sources of the extensive curative range of Holloway’s Pills, 


CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed,“ Hditor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. ] 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

Four men were charged before the Chertsey Bench of magistrates on August 18th, 
convicted, and fined for unlawfully taking fish from the Anglers’ Association water 
in the Wey navigation, between Walsham Lock and Weybridge Lock. R, Ghurney, 
secretary, attended on behalf of the association. 

EASTERN District Visiting List—No. 2. 

The next return visit on this list will take place at the St. Andrew’s Piscatorials, 
held at the Two Blue Posts, Mount Pleasant, Clerkenwell, when the company of 
anglers and friends will be esteemed a great favour by—F. THORLING. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening, Aug. 27th, 
at 8.30.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this fishing club had a competition on Monday last in the Grand 
Junction Canal, near Uxbridge. Mr. W. Howell was declared the winner of the 
first prize with a pretty trout of 3lb. 430z. (which the club is going to have set up), 
Mr. Sellers the second prize with five roach, and Mr, Williams the third prize with 
two roach, the latter also taking a special prize for the heaviest specimen roach. 
Mr. Stockwin also weighed-in. Most of the other competitors were unsuccessful. 
At the general meeting of the members, which took place on Tuesday evening at the 
George and Dragon Hotel, it was resolved that the next competition, which is for a 
handsome cup presented by the hostess, shall take place on the 22nd and 25th of 
August in the Grand Junction Canal, anywhere between the Swan and Bottle, 
Uxbridge, and the Halfway House, Harefield, to fish from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., with 
one rod only, and for bottom or fly fishing only. All members wishing to take part 
in it must give in their names at the club-house on or before Saturday next, which 
day they intend to fish. Next Tuesday evening there is to be a special meeting to 
consider the report of the committee as to the alteration and revision of the rules. 
All memhers are requested to be present at 8.30 sharp.—W. E. 

ANGLERS’ RECREATION SOCIETY, HULL. 

The members of this society held their annual match at Newport on the Market 
Weighton Canal on Monday last, The following were the successful competitors : 
—Ist. Mr, H. I. Jackson ; 2nd, Mr. Thomas Spours ; 3rd, Mr. Jno. Cheeseman ; 4th, 
Mr. John Lee; 5th, Mr, H. Chapman; 6th, Mr. E. T, Harrison ; and 7th, Mr. 
Thomas Sellers. ‘he club-room is now fitted up with cases of stuffed fish, case con- 
taining tackle on sale to members, and a library of 30 vols. of angling works, For 
the eighteen prizes at the end of season, the following have weighed-in :—Largest 
trout, 5lb, loz., by Mr. J. W. Boville ; pike and bream, Mr. Walter Cheeseman ; perch, 
gudgeon, and eel, Mr. E. T. Harrison; roach, Mr, Thomas: Spours; dace, Mr. F. 
Charlton ; and flounder, Mr, H. I. Jackson. The three top-weights are —Mr. J. Cheese- 
man, 21lb. 13j0z.; Mr. H, I. Jackson, 141b. 340z.; and Mr. W. Cheeseman, 131b, 3402. 
—Tommy RUFFE, 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 15th, the following members weighed-in fish :—Messrs. Medealf, Fare- 
brother, and Mr, Robinson, jun.—J. WORLEDGE. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of this society, on Friday, the 13th inst., was not remarkable 
for good attendance of members, but it was very select. Mr. John Smith presided, 
Mr. W. Poole filling the vice-chair. Anglers, no doubt, have noted from the reports 
of the Brunswick Piscatorial Society that Mr. T. Keeble, their late treasurer and 
host, has recently suffered severe reverses in business, and is now entirely without 
means. The writer of this notice has known Mr. Keeble for a period of eighteen 
years, and can vouch for the fact that in the days of prosperity he was always ready 
and willing to assist an unfortunate brother. Ye Friars, conjointly with their old 
colleagues, the Brunswickers, and other friends, are forming a committee, with Mr. 
John Smith as chairman pro, tem., for the purpose of giving Mr. Keeble a sub- 
stantial benefit. The committee will meet on Tuesday evening at 8.30, at the 
Brunswick Arms, Brunswick-street, Stamford-street, Blackfriars, S.E., to receive the 
names of gentlemen willing to assist in giving a helping hand. Those friends who 
cannot attend personally are earnestly requested to communicate through the post 
with the chairman, who will be pleased to give any further information on the 
subject. There are already thirty gentlemen who haye kindly promised their 
assistance, and their names have been enrolled on the committee. Most of Ye Friars 
were out on the 15th and 16th inst., but from some causes, meteorologically or other- 
wise, experienced bad sport.—JOHN SMITH, hon, sec. 

BROTHERS WELL-MET ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The members of the above club, whose headquarters are at the Hen and Chickens, 
Spencer-street, Birmingham, held their annual contest on the 3rd inst. at Shenton. 
Nineteen members competed for the numerous prizes, chief of which was a silver 
centre-seconds chronograph stop-watch, There were 127 fish taken in two hours, 
though small. The sport was fairly good, and the competition close, excepting the 
winner of the watch, Mr. T. Kimberley, who took twenty-one fish, being one-sixth 
of the whole number, and averaging three to one of the other competitors. The 
second and third prizes were won by Mr. C. Hartwright and Mr. A. Barlow with 
thirteen fish and nine fish respectively.—W. W. EMBURY, sec. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above are informed that a special meeting will be held next 
Wednesday, the 25th inst., for important business, The club will also have a day’s 
outing on the 29thinst. Members wishing to join will please give in their names on 
the Wednesday previous.—W. DuT TON, sec. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 15th inst., the members of the above society fished a match at Pangbourne 
with the following result :—Mr. Davison, first, 31b. 100z. roach ; Mr. Dodson, second ; 
Mr. Frost, third. Mr. Conn also weighed in 51b. of roach and a barbel 2b. 7oz., but 
did not take part in the competition.—A. Conn, sec. 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our return visit will take place on Monday next, August 23rd, when I hope to see 
a large muster of friends. Our new host and treasurer, Mr. J. J. Horner, gave a 
dinner to the club members on Wednesday last, everything being of the best, and 
served up in a very handsome manner. You can guess ample justice was done. 
After the cloth was cleared, toasts and harmony was the rule of the evening. We 
fish at Bourne End on the 22nd inst. for five prizes,—J. JENNINGS, hon, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting on Friday was well attended, ten members being present, besides 
Messrs, Fetcham (Metropolitan), Wright and Buckley (Second Surrey), Atchison 
and Aarons (Angler’s Pride), and several other friends. Twelve members were out 
on the 15th inst., but only the following weighed-in : H. Massey, senr., bream and 
roach, 91b, 120z.; G. Salisbury, one bream, 21b, 6oz.; S. Bryan, one chub, 2lb. 40z. ; 
and H, Bryan, one roach, 11b. 20z. Our next club outing takes place on August 
29th, All members please attend next week to arrange conditions and prizes. We 
hold an open lodge concert on Friday 20th inst., at the Brunswick Arms, 
Brunswick-street, Blackfriars, S.E.—StEwArt BRYAN. 


BRISTOL GOLDEN ,CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The annual general meeting of the above association was held on Monday, August 
16th, at the White Hart Hotel, Old Market-street. Mr. J. Hadden presided, and 
theré was a very fair attendance of members. The business of the evening was set 
apart for the election of officers for the ensuing year, auditor’s report, &c, The 
chairman proceeded at 8.30 p.m. sharp, as there was a lot to be got through in little 
time, the firstitem of theevening being the principal minutes of the year, which 
were read and passed, The auditor (Mr, D, M, Ford) having read the balance-sheet, 
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said he was pleased to see such a handsome surplus, and hoped before long to report 
a still much better balance. Several suggestions were thrown out for the welfare of 
the association, anda vote of thanks accorded to the officers and committeemen for 
the able manner in which they had conducted the business of the year. The election 
of officers resulted in the following being re-elected :—Mr. J. Hadden, president ; Mr. 
H. Inch, vice-president ; Mr. Lewis C. Wride, secretary ; Mr, W. G. Leigh, treasurer ; 
Mr, D. M. Ford, auditor ; Messrs. J. Inch, F. David, W. H. Stephens, F. Groves, H. 
Powell, and A. Hamilton, committeemen ; and the newly-elected officers being Mr. 
S. Harvey, Auditor ; Messrs. Harrison, G. Rawle, Deeble,and J. Clements, committee- 
men. This brought the evening to aclose, which passed off satisfactorily —LE WIS 


C. WRIDE, sec. 
BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our members have not done very well, although almost all have been out. On the 
Sth, Mr. G. Hands just saved a blank. We did better on the 18th, Messrs, G@, Hands, 
eae Ansell,and Marshall, making up a decent show of roach, dace, bream, &c. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The following takes have been weighed-in since last report: Mr. Hodgkinson, 
Thames, tench, roach, and jack, 6lb. 6oz.; Mr. Millbourn, Thames, one trout, 3lb. 
1540z. ; Mr. Millbourn, public water, bream, 101b. 14oz., jack 1}lb. A special com- 
petition will be held fora prize presented by Mr. T. Clark for the largest gross 
weight of roach and dace taken between Bray Lock and Cookham Lock, on Thurs- 
day, Sept. 9th. Further particulars on application, The subscription is one guinea 
per annum.—F’,, E. LONGLEY, hon. sec, 


CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

Only two of our members, Messrs. Curson and Garratt, weighed-in on the 15th 

inst., the former having bream, and the latter roach. On Tuesday evening Mr. 
Grimaldi exhibited bream, the largest fish scaling 331b.—JACKO, 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a very fair meeting of the members and friends of this society on the 
15th inst., when the following gentlemen weighed in some fair samples of the finny 
tribe :—Mr. Severn, 101b. 1530z. bream and 5lb. 130z. jack ; Mr. Palmer, 11b. 15302. 
bream ; Mr. Caswell, 2lb. 1540z. roach ; Mr. Langton, 141b. 100z. of roach, one weigh- 
ing llb.; Mr. Stainsby, Ib. 14302. of roach; Mr. Pilgrim, 7lb. 1402, roach, one 
scaling 15}0z. ; Mr. Barrett, one barbel, 2lb. 10i0z.; Mr, Allen, 1b. 8}0z. dace ; and 
Mr. Newburn, 31b. 830z. roach, one scaling 15}0z. I have to remind secretaries of 
the different angling societies that they have not yet returned the petitions I sent 
them in aid of the widow of the late Henry Parsons, and should be greatly obliged 
to them if they will send them in directly. Our next meeting nights will be on the 
22nd and 25th inst., when we hope to have the attendance of as many members as 
can make it convenient to attend.—H. PALMER. 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

At the meeting held at the Club House, St. George’s Wine Vaults, 162, King-street, 
Monday, August 16th, when the prizes were distributed to their respective winners, 
who were successful at the last contest, it was suggested that we should hold 
another contest in about a fortnight, as several prizes are offered, amongst them two 
specials, for the heaviest bream and perch taken during the match. Further 
particulars will be gone into next meeting night, August 23rd. The president, Dr. 
Mitchell, reported taking forty-one perch, weighing 171b. at Potter Heigham on the 
13th inst. Mr. Crowther reported taking 23lb. of bream at Fritton on the 13th inst., 
largest fish weighing 4b. 20z., which he presented to the society, and is now being 
preserved by Mr. Lowne, Fullers-hill, for the society’s club-room. Several good 
takes of bream have been made in some of our local waters, one bream measuring 
22hin, long, weight 431b., taken at Reedham ; another, weighing 41b., taken at 
Somerleyton. Both fish are now heing preserved by the same taxidermist as the 
former specimen.—W, Lowng, hon. sec, 

GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The eighth annual excursion and dinner of this society took place on the 15th 
inst. at the Black Dog Inn, Bury, near Amberley, Mr. F., France, President of the 
Society, in the chair, and Mr. W. Fitzgerald in the vice-chair. We were favoured 
with the presence of several visitors, among whom were Mr. J. Fitch, Mr, Fretwell, 
and Mr. CG. Small. Precisely at six a.m., about thirty of the members started by 
break from headquarters to London Bridge Railway Station. Having arrived there, 
a second-class saloon carriage was provided for our express use by Mr. Clout, which 
greatly added to our enjoyment. A very excellent menu was provided by Mr. 
Henly, host of the above-named inn, and thirty-six sat down and did ample justice 
toit. The weather being beautifully fine everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
Having returned to club the following members weighed-in :—Messrs. 5. Howell, 
H, Lake, F, Lawrence, H. Jeffries, and G, Brown.—J. J. HOLMES, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Masons-avenue, Basinghall-street; Mr. Bentley in the chair. 
those present were Captain Alfred, Messrs. Chambers, Norman, and White. The 
minutes having been read, and there being little or no business to transact, a pleasant 
evening was spent in a discussion upon angling subjects generally. The usual vote 
of thanks was accorded to the chairman,—H. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of roach and dace at the club on the 15th inst. brought in 
by Mr. Maybury and R. Murphy. Our annual dinner took place on the 16th at the 
Rye House. There was a large muster, 75 sitting down to a splendid dinner served 
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INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 15th inst. only a few of our members were out ; the following weighed-in : 
Messrs. I, Page, roach and dace ; E. Pyne, perch, barbel, and dace ; F. Pain, carp ; H. 
Bigsby, daceand gudgeon. On Tuesday, Messrs. Clark and Geale were out ; but re- 
turned with only a few roach and dace, as the water is very bright in the Thames, 
At our last meeting the four new members were duly elected and one more pro- 
posed. It was decided that our competition on August 29th should be fished for at 
Burnt Mill, all to start by the first train; 8 o'clock from Liverpool-street.—R. 
CLARK, sec. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 8th and 15th, the following members 
having a fair show of roach and dace, but no big weights :—Messrs, J. Conroy, H. 
Cann, J . Spratley, D. Keep, and C. Smart, A meeting will be held on the 22nd, 
when it is hoped that all members will try to be present, to arrange for future pro- 
ceedings.—C. SMART, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Messrs. T. Dennison, ©, Hayward, W. Clarke, and R. Monks will each give a prize 
to be fished for on September 5th, between Cook’s weir and the Gate Swim, in the 
Rye House water, all kinds weigh according to rules. No competitor to leave London 
before the morning of the competition. Mr. J. K. Charters weighed in bream and 
roach on the 15th inst. ; Mr. W. H. Wheatley had a tray of handsome roach and dace 


on Monday.—H., B. 
MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next visit of the societies on the South London United Visiting List will be 
M4 the atone society, Marlborough Head, Marmont-road, Peckham, on Tuesday, 31st 

ugust. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual monthly meeting took place on Wednesday evening, the vice-president, 
Mr. W. Gillies, in the chair. The minutes of previous meeting were passed as read, 
The delegates, Messrs. C. S. Blackman and J. Bunn, reported their attendance at the 
meeting of the Anglers’ Association last Monday evening. The report of the 
Thames Preservation Association was received, and distributed amongst the mem- 
bers. Of the members who were out on the 15th inst., only two turned up with 
fish, Mr, John Bunn haying chub and roach, and Mr. W. Gillies, roach and dace, all 
from the Thames. One of our members reported his sport amongst perch in private 
water, and although he brought over a hundred on to the bank, not one of them 
would go the stipulated length.—A. May, hon. sec. 


NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 14th Mr, Cartright had a very nice tray of perch and roach, 5lb., from 
the Lea. On the 15th Mr. Savage weighed-in 10lb. 9}0z. of handsome roach ; Mr. 
Clark, a carp of 41b. 13}0z.; Mr. Jones had a good take of bream ; but somehow 
failed to weigh-in. Some others had fish, but in small quantities. Members are 
requested to be in attendance on Thursday, the 26th inst., to settle the Boundary 
match, set down for the 29th.—G, T. FLETCHER, sec. 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 15th inst. the following members weighed-in : Mr. Hill, bream ; Mr. S. W. 
Brown, perch and roach from the Ouse; Mr. Holman, bream ; Mr. J. Brown, jack 
and bream from the Welsh Harp ; Mr. Underwood (honorary member), roach from 
Elstree.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of this society was held at the Arboretum Hotel on the 16th 
inst., the chair being taken by Mr. J. Cadman. After the auditors had reported that 
they had thoroughly examined the books, and found them to be correct, the balance 
sheet for the 12 months just ended was read by the secretary, and adopted. The 
total receipts amounted to £114 17s., and the expenditure to £51 3s. 1d., leaving 
a balance in hand of £63 13s. 11d. Mr. Charles Fox Roe was re-elected president 
for the ensuing year. The present vice-presidents, the chairman (Mr, J. 
Cadman), and the secretary (Mr. T. Whyman) were also unanimously 
re-elected. The society has now the right of fishing from Derby to the weir ati 
Sawley in the river Trent, with the exception of a small piece. The chairman 
referred to the very satisfactory condition of the society, and as the waters are now 
fully protected, fair sport no doubt will be the result. It was decided to use every 
endeavour to preserve the waters, and as the work of stocking, &c., will involve con- 
siderable expense, it was hoped that some of the gentlemen in the neighbourhood 
would assist the society in their undertaking. The society now musters 200 members. 
The annual angling match will take place at Swarkestone, by kind permission of 
Sir Vauncey Crewe, on Sept. 4. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Messrs. Brown and Kemp (“Our Poet”) had a splendid lot of roach and barbel 
from the Thames on the 15th inst. ; Mr. J. Stidolph also had a fine carp of 431b. from 
Wimbledon Lake on Tuesday. Messrs. Page and White, who spent last week at Yar- 
mouth, tried the fishing at Ormesby Broads, and came to the conclusion that itis not 
worth while going so far to gain so little. The members will compete in an open 
match on the 22nd inst. for a series of prizes, ranging from £1 1s. to 4s. Members 
may leave town on Saturday evening, but must not commence fishing until the next 
morning.,—GADEFLY. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 18th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C., when Mr. C, Columbo and Mr. Wheeler were proposed as 
members. Very few members were out on the 15th inst. Mr. Piggott weighed-in 
6lb. 230z. of roach, largest fish, 12}0z.; Mr. G. Bedford also weighed-in roach, We 


in Mr. Teale’s best style, and gave every satisfaction, Mr. H. J. Tibbatt proving a 
most excellent chairman. Several toasts were most heartily responded to, the most 
marked being the Good Intent Society and the Anglers’ Association, After the 
dinner the sports began, the first being the 120 yards handicap foot race, and it 
brought out some capital running, the final being won by Mr. H. Lord. The half- 
hour’s go-as-you-please, seven entered, and proved very exciting, being a very close 
race, the winners being Mr. Guntrip first, Mr. Nelson second, and Mr. Ellam third, 
the races being for two silver cups. The members wiil fish at Waltham on the 29th 
inst. for a valuable lot of prizes given especially for. that day, pegged down. All 
start by the nine o’clock train. The next return visit will take place on Monday, 
the 30th inst., No. 1 District, I hope our brother anglers will give us a bumper. 
R. Murpuy. 


live in hopes of a better show next week.—C, PIGGOTT, sec. 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 15th inst. Mr. Chart weighed in roach, 121b. 4o0z. (fifteen of which turned 
the scale at 8lb.) ; Mr. J. Hewitt, dace, 44lb. ; Mr, Holden, roach, 5lb, 2oz.; and Mr, 
Kennard, dace, 24lb.—S, A. HAWKINS. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 15th Mr. J. Smith led the way with 14lb. of bream from the Medway. 
Messrs. C. A. Pocock had barbel, chub, and roach ; O, G. Pocock had roach and dace ; 
Mr. J. Davis had two barbel ; Messrs. Wigley, Moulton, and Lines had perch, dace, 
and gudgeon from the Thames; Mr. Storras had roach, dace, chub, and gudgeon 
from Burnt Mill. Notice of the Central Association visit to the Second Surrey on 
the 25th has been received. The first visit of the Southern District of the Anglers’ 
Association will go to the Anglers’ Pride on the 30th, Members of this society that 
can make it convenient to attend either of these societies will be made welcome, 
Tickets have been received from the Hoxton Brothers for the benefit of John 
Huntley, a member of that society, to take place at the Cherry Tree, Kingsland- 
road, on the 23rd. Members of this society that are interested are requested to 
attend on Wednesday next to decide the where and how our August outing shall 
take place. Mr. Robert Chantry was elected a member of this society this evening 
unanimously.—PIXIE. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

All members intending to fish in the sweepstakes arranged for the 5th of Sep- 
tember, will oblige by giving in their names not later than August 24th, Will 
members kindly defer payment of the quarterly subscription till the second Tuesday 
in September instead of the first, as is usually the rule 7/—CERASUS, sec, 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The following is the record of the last fortnight :—On the 8th, Mr. S, Orrow, 
5lb. 6%0z. roach, heaviest fish 11b. 30z.; W. Webb, 2lb. 3402, roach ; S. Wilkinson, 
2lb, 240z. perch ; T. Harris, 1b. 4oz. roach, and W. Watkins, roach. On the 11th 
ult, our host, W. OC. Barnes, and his friend, Alf. Organ, both members of the S.N.A.S., 
went to a quiet spot with the roach pole to decide supremacy. The takes were not 
large, but W. C, Barnes proved victorious. Sam Orrow was referee, both competi- 
tors using a plentiful supply of chaff for groundbait. On the 15th inst. we fished 
at Sawbridgeworth for three prizes, 8. Orrow winning the first with 2lb, 8$oz, roach ; 


GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of this society have had some very good sport the last fortnight, 
notably Mr. Brook, in two days, 18lb. 15oz. of dace; Mr. Haigh, in one day, 9Ib. 
15o0z. of dace ; and Messrs. J. H. Rich and W. Kayes, 51b. 2}0z. and 41b, 6402. of roach 
respectively. Messrs. W. Rich, Gibbons, Tagg, Russell, A, G. Smith, and Ashley, 
have also had some very fair takes.—W. K. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 15th inst., G, Watling had 11lb. 80z. roach; J. Cartwright, bream and 
roach, 8lb. 1loz., two bream weighing 5lb. 80z., from Taplow ; Richard Hughes, jack, 
5lb. 100z. ; C. Painter, 2lb. 90z. roach from Amberley ; F. Watling, 7lb. roach from 
the Thames ; Messrs. Baker and Graves also had bream. We start on Aug. 22 by 
the 7,20 a.m. train from Cannon-street for Yalding to fish for eight prizes. We shall 
be pleased to have the company of any brother angler. Return reduced fare, 3s, 3d, 
—J.A, FITcH, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had splendid shows of fish on the 15th, the trays being well filled. Messrs. 
S. Cole, roach and dace; W. Cooper, roach; A, Dean, roach, dace, and bream ; 
S, Mead, Carp; A. Pollard, carp: Jeffries, roach; S. Gillett, bream ; T, Haycox, 
roach anddace, On August 22nd the members will fish for the remaining prizes in 
the Rye House water. The annual dinner will take place on August 29th, at the 
Five Horse Shoes, Hoddesdon, which is the last day of our season. Anglers wishing 
to become members should join at once, as our new season commences on Sept, 5th, 
—R, GHURNEY, 
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W. Webb, second, 21b. 840z. roach ; BE. Hagger, third, 1lb. 40z. roach. T, Gretton and 
T, Millington also weighed-in roach.—TI. GRETTON. 
ST. ANDREW’S PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following members were out on the 15th inst, :—Messrs. H. King and Mill- 
wood, roach ; H. Marchant and H. Long, perch and roach, but arrived too late to 
weigh. Our return visit on Eastern District No. 2 will take place on Monday, Aug. 
23rd, at the Two Blue Posts, Mount Pleasant, Gray’s Inn-road, when the company of 
brother anglers will be esteemed a favour by—J. MILLWOOD, sec. 

UXBRIDGE ROVERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 18th inst. sixteen members of the above society fished below the Bottle 
Bridge, Uxbridge Moor, for six handsome prizes, the following being the winners : 
Messrs. Skillin, Kemp, Payne, Rose, Wallington, and May, with a good show of 
roach.—THOS. SKILLIN, sec. 

UNITY ANGLING CLUB. 

Mr. E. Benton, of the above society, caught 561b, 4oz. of roach on Saturday last 
in the club waters on the river Avon. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

A good muster of members out on the 15th, but the majority of them had very 
tame sport. The following gentlemen weighed-in some very good fish :—Mr. W. 
Tyler, a good show of roach; W. Wendred, some nice roach and bream ; Dr, Watts, 
roach and bream ; G. Currans, roach and bream; F, Morse, roach and bream ; J, 
Payne, roach, and the old favourite gudgeon. Several members went to the Medway, 
but I am sorry to say the river was bank-high, and the colour of pea-soup, so the 
result was a total blank, bar Mr. Campion, who caught a perch and won a sweep- 
stake, but did not show up to weigh. Sorry, alas, I am to say good-bye to the 
Medway Angling.—W, TyLpR. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern on Thursday, Aug. 12, Mr, Bayley in the 
chair. Members present : Messrs. Bayley, Smith, Hibble, Allard, Crisp, Crisp jun., 
Delhaye, Wood, Beale, “ Pixie,” Bryan, and two other Brunswickers, and several 
friends. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The secre- 
tary announced that he had just received some tickets about a visit to the Peckham 
Royals on the 10th, and Mr. Bryan said that his club had not yet received theirs, 
and there were several other cases mentioned where clubs had not received the in- 
vitations until it was too late; and the members resolved that it was very neglect- 
ful on the part of those whose duty it was to send out the notices in not sending 
them in time for the clubs to pay a visit. Mr. Hibble was appointed delegate to the 
South London Visiting List tomake arrangements for the next competition. The 
result of this day’s competition for two prizes was—Mr, Allard first, with a splendid 
show of jack and roach from the Thames; Mr. Delhaye second, with a beautiful 
lot of roach from private waters ; Messrs. Hibble and Crisp, sen., also had a nice 
show of roach. For the competition on Aug. 22, it is resolved that we pay our old 
friend and member, Mr. G. H. Fox, a visit at Woking, when we shall be happy 
to have any friends join in an outing to one of the prettiest parts of Surrey. The 
train leaves Waterloo at 8.45 a.m., main-line platform. We have arranged to make 
a party of twenty or more, and the fare will be half-a-crown to friends the same as 
members.—W,. L. GRIFFIN, sec. * 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

The usual meeting of the above club took place at the club-house, Windsor Castle 
Hotel, King-street, Hammersmith, on the 19th inst, Mr. G, Benham’s prizes were 
fished for last week, the highest prize being taken by Mr. W. Bowles (fishing with 
Ted Clark atSunbury), with a nice show of bream, the largest 41b. 50z., also others 
scaling 51b. 130z. There was a splendid show of roach, rudd, and a bream of 51h, loz. 
by one member, and a good tray of dace by the fly. Another member was elected 
this (Thursday) evening.—B. 











THE FISHERIHS PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION. 
(From the Zeid, Aug. 14.) 


Srxcu the publication of the report of the Fisheries Preservation Association for 
1885 two gentlemen who, as far back as 1861, took part in the foundation of the 
society, have died, viz., Lord Saltoun and Mr. Higford-Burr, Lord Saltoun was 
the earliest president of the association, and Mr, Higford-Burr was well known as 
a Berkshire gentleman deeply interested in the welfare of our freshwater fisheries, 
The first. paragraph, therefore, of the report of the council for the present year 
records with much regret the deaths of these two valued colleagues. Unfortunately, 
on the question of river pollution the old tale has to be told. It is recounted that 
the association has made many and strenuous, though unsuccessful, efforts to 
abate the great evil of river pollution, and that it was at their instance that the 
National Society was formed the more effectually to carry out the desired object. 
Ever since the formation of the society gallant though fruitless attempts have been 
made every session to get a Bill passed through the House of Commons ; but from 
one cause and another never a Bill has passed a second reading, . The Fisheries 
Preservation Association have now turned their attention to another matter. As 
the result of much consideration, they are of opinion that in no way can the asso- 
ciation promote the interests of the salmon fisheries, especially those of England 
and Wales, better than by collecting from all valuable and reliable sources facts 
and information on various points connected with our salmon fisheries on which 
our knowledge is still very imperfect, The immediate object, as acknowledged in 
the report, is to solve, if possible, some of the questions concerning Salmonid, 
propounded by Mr, Willis-Bund in “Salmon Problems,” and also in his paper read 
before the Society of Arts, on “ The Proposed Fishery Department for England and 
Wales.” The council of the Preservation Association therefore have addressed to 
the fishery boards, angling societies, and others, a number of questions on definite 
points connected with Salmonide. Premising, in the letter which accompanies the 
form, that one of the first things to be done is to ascertain clearly the various 
kinds of fish found in each river, and their different local names, the questions are 
thus propounded : 
QUESTIONS FOR ANGLERS AND FISHERMEN, 


(1) What are the names of the rivers in your district, or in the district fished by 
you, which are frequented by migratory Salmonide? (2) What are the names, as 
well the popular local as the scientific names, of the different kinds of Salmonide, 
which frequent each river in your district, or in the district fished by you? (3) 
Under which, if any, of the following or other local names for Salmonide, viz., 
salmon, cock or kipper, kelt, laurel, girling, grilse, botcher, blue cock, blue pole, 
fork tail, mort, peal, herring peal, May peal, pug peal, harvest cock, sea trout, 
white trout, sewin, buntling, guiniad, tubs, yellow fin, sprod, herling, whiting, 
bull trout, whitling, scurf, burn tail, fry, samlet, smoult, smelt, skirling or skarling, 
parr, spawn, pink, last spring, hepper, last brood, gravelling, shed, scad, blue fin, 
black tip, fingerling, brandling or brondling, are Salmonide in your district, or in 
the district fished by you, known? (4) What are the largest and smallest sizes of 
migratory Salmonidee recorded as haying been taken in your district, or in the 
district fished by you, naming the place where the fish were taken, the person by 
whom they were seen; and, if possible, giving the measurements—length and 
girth, and sex of such fish? 

A history of official legislation in the session which came to an abrupt end about 
midsummer is given in the body of the report, andit may be useful to many readers 
if we epitomise it: The Freshwater Fisheries Bill to declare the meaning of Section 
11 of the Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1878, as far as regards eels, received the royal 
asscat on the 15th of March last. The effect of the Act is to abolish the close 
time for eels. The Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Bill, to amend the law re- 
lating to Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries, brought inby Mr. Mundella, has like- 
wise received the royal assent, This Act transfers the powers and duties of the 
Home Office, under the Salmonand Freshwater Fisheries Act, to the Board of Trade ; 
but the utility of such transfer the Council, with many others, including several 





of the fishery boards, consider to be very questionable. The council, however, are 
glad to find that Sir Eiward Birkbeck succeeded in obtaining the insertion in the 
Bill of a clause—now part of the Act—rendering it obligatory on the Boardof Trade 
to make a return as to all fisheries—sea, inland, and coast—under its jurisdiction. 
A Bill relating to Sea Fishing Boats in Scotland, presented by the Harl of Dal- 
housie, and the Merchant Shipping (Fishing Boats) Acts Amendment Bill, have 
also received the royal assent. The Salmon Fisheries (Scotland) Amendment 
Acts Bill, presented by the Marquis of Huntly, came on for second reading in the 
House of Lords, but, after debate, was withdrawn, as were also a Bill to extend the 
Acts relating to Fishing Piers and Harbours (Ireland), introduced by Mr. Carew, 
and the Salmon Fisheries (Ireland) Bill, introduced by Mr. Hooper. Lord Abinger, 
wemay add, is still president of the association, Sir Edward Birbeck vice-president, 
Dr. Peter Hood hon. treasurer, and Mr. H. A. Kinloch secretary. The headquarters 
of the association are at 11, Seymour-street, Portman-square, W, 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





G, F. B.—The fishing from the pier at Hastbourne is wretched—wee dabs and 
whiting-pout are the chief fish, Go to Deal, if you want sea-fishing from the 
pier, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


MR. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED-DOWN EYED SALMON- 
HOOKS. 

Srr,—As a good many fishermen are giving their experiences with eyed-hooks, I 
venture to trespass on your space with an account of mine, 

When I first read of these hooks, and saw drawings of them in the “ Badminton 
Series,” I was at once struck by two advantages—viz., the direct pull given by the 
shape of the eye and the straight point (instead of that essence of stupidity, the 
turned-out point which hook-makers still insist_on). ] eile 

I immediately ordered a lot from the A. and N. Stores, and tied some salmon flies 
with a view to trying them on the first opportunity. Eee 

About the middle of May I went to the Bann, at Kilrea, for some salmon-fishing, 
and on my arrival showed the new hooks to Dan O’Fee, the well-known premier fly- 
tier of Ireland. He approved of the straight point, but pointed out that the barb 
was too high and deeply cut, thus weakening the hook at that place, and also that 
the point was too long. 

I only stayed at Kilrea a week, as the river was not in order, and did not rise a fish 
during that time. On the 5th inst, I returned and went down to the river, where I 
met the loch-keeper, and showed him my flies. He told me thata Mr, P. had been 
fishing there about a week before, and broken a lot of these very hooks, and was so 
disgusted with them that he had thrown the whole lot into the river. Unfortunately, 
I did not take warning, but put up the fly, which I now Linclose. I very soon 
hooked a good fish, which took out about forty yards of line, when the line came 
back with the fly in the condition in which it now is—viz., broken off at the barb. 
Now this could not have been from striking too hard, for, as a matter of fact, I did 
not strike at all, as the fish took within 4in. or din. of the bank, and for a moment I 
thought I was caught on a stone as I did not see the rise. Neither was it caused by 
a jump or plunge, as the fish was running steadily, and I was very easy on him. It 
was simply the fault of bad design, in cutting away the wire to make an un- 
necessarily high barb and bad temper. 

Lam quite aware that it will be said [ shoutd have tried the hook, I know that ; 
but one does not always do everything that one should do, and I do not think that 
it is too much to expect of makers that they should send out hooks which will not 
snap like glass. I do not know from what firm the hooks came, but I have written 
to find out, and will let you know, as fishermen should be warned. ; 

Though my experience has been very limited with these hooks, I certainly will 
not trust them again, and I think anyone who has undergone a similar experience 
would say the same, 

I may add that I never before broke a hook ina fish—except once, by striking too 
hard at the first salmon I ever rose.—I am, &c., si 
GREEN WREN. 

[This letter may usefully draw attention to the fact that Mr. Cholmondeley- 
Pennell’s hooks are being made and copied by firms who have no authority from 
him to make them. Mr. Pennell examines himself many thousands of the hooks 
made under his directions by Messrs. Harrison, Bartleet, and Co., of Redditch, who 
are now his sole agents for the turned-down eyed-hooks. In a letter just to hand, 
Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell, who is fishing in the north of Scotland, says: “ All)this, 
so far as appears from ‘Green Wren’s’ own experience, is that he has had one hook 
break, This is an accident that might happen in a score of different ways, without 
any fault of the hook, or it might be entirely the fault of the hoox—one badly- 
tempered or badly-barbed specimen, perhaps out of 10,000! Just back from 
the loch ; dead calm all day till two, then caught 141b., 2 rods, 40 fish, Yesterday, 
86, 2 rods, weight 25lb. Needless to say I fished with my eyed-hooks, which are the 
comfort of my life, and answer beautifully. Wish you were here, I should soon 
make you a convert—if, indeed, you are still amongst the unbelieving.” —ED. ] 





A NOTE FROM IRELAND. ; 

Srr,—The salmon in most of the lakes and rivers in the west of Ireland are, as local 
fishermen term it, sick with pea. The dry summer has lowered the waters consider- 
ably, and the fish are either gathered in the deep pools or in the estuaries, or have 
been and are captured in the nets. There is, therefore, a lull in angling, and that 
will continue until there is a good fall of rain, and a fresh sufficient to induce‘the 
fish to run, when they will again become greedy for the fly. This may be expected 
verysoon. The trout-fishing will soon disappear in the smaller rivers unless vigorous 
efforts are made to prevent what is called teeming holes in the months of March, 
April, and May. This process is simply wholesale destruction of both’ trout and 
salmon fry, and is beginning to be extensively and systematically applied in the 
western rivers. I abstain from describing it in the columns of your extensively- 
circulated journal, as it might give the hint in regions where it may happily be yet 
unknown,.—I am, Xc., WALTONIAN, 





FINE SILK LINE. : pas 
Srr,—If “ Rotherwood” willapply to Tom Harris, fishing-tackle maker, Gloucester, 
he will supply him with a fine silk line such as he requires, I inclose a piece 
which I have had in wear four years; price, I believe, is 1s, for twenty yards. 
—I am, &c,, is dase 
Gloucester, Wa. LUKER.: 
[This line ought to satisfy “ Rotherwood,”—Ep. F 














VARIOUS ITEMS. of hoarely 
Si1r,—Has the wood called *‘ blue mahoe ”—which is, I believe, alight olive-brown 
coloured wood—completely changed in its nature the last yearor so? I had expe- 
rience of three rods, and heard of others about four years ago, all of which snapped 
in using just like a carrot. One was a salmon-rod, the others trout-rods. I fear 
that things often get praised in print on insuflicient testimony, which is the cattse of 
continual disappointments. , set 
By the bye, I wish you could tell me if some brogues which were mentioned‘Gnade 
by a man in Lamb’s Conduit-street) in the “ F. G.” of Dec. 6th, 1884, p. 277, still bear 
the high character there given them—viz., that the feet of fishing stocking’s.worg 
three times as long with them than with other brogues? XIASORD d— 
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Ave. 21, 1886. 


Your correspondent, “ An Old Angler,” in this week’s “ F.G.,” p. 101, gives what he 
considers, I presume, a method of taking hooks out of fingers as an improvement on 
mine ;_ but, [ think, if he will only try my plan, especially if the point has pene- 
trated perpendicularly to the surface, that he will find it very much quicker, more 
simple, and far less painful, to say nothing of the fact that he will not have spoilt 
Ms fare matter of some consequence if it is one of Holland’s detached bodies at 

. a dozen, - ; 

Can nothing now be done to induce hook-makers to simplify the numbering of 
hooks? One has only to look at Mr. C. Pennell’s pages in the Badminton Series on 
“ Salmon and Trout Hooks” to see the state of perfect bewilderment to which anglers 
are now reduced on this point. It is now absolutely useless to attempt to under- 
stand the size of a salmon hook, especially as given by any one writer. I appeal to 
all brother anglers to hammer away at this subject till we get something done. By 
the bye, Mr. C. Pennell’s turned-down eyed-hooks (trout size) as hitherto supplied 
have all been too weak in the wire, and break continually. Rubbing lines with fat 
has been much recommended lately. Does not fat dissolve the dressing? Best 
‘pronzing fluid for brass is chloride of platinum, 1 drachm, in water loz. Make brass 
hot after cleaning well, and brush on. Done at once.—I am, &c., Fue GO. 8, 


[Did “ F. R. C. 8.” get his blue mahoe rods of Mr. James Ogden, 28, Winchcomb- 
street, Cheltenham? We were careful to point out exactly what amount of experi- 
ence we had had with this wood, and we quoted the very favourable opinions of 
gentlemen who haye, we know, used James Ogden’s mahoe for several seasons. We 
would remind “F. R. 0. S.” that he uses a stiffer rod than any other angler we ever 
met, and that Mr. Ogden claims to have a stock of extraordinarily good mahoe. We 
“can only repeat that his “Cheltenham” pattern entirely altered our opinion of 
the wood, and the probability is our previous experience was, like that of“ F. R. C.S8.,” 
with inferior mahoe,—Eb. } 





AN EXPLANATION, 
Srr,—I notice in your last week’s issue of Club Reports (Birmingham West-End 
Fishing Club), that I was disqualified for using two gut bottoms on one line. [have a 
number of angling friends in Sheffield and Birmingham, and I know many of them 
take in the FISHING GAZETTE, and I should like them to know that I did not do 
such a ridiculous thing as fish with two bottoms. I used a fine gossamer gut 
bottom, with a hook and about two inches of gut attached to it about six inches 
above the bottom hook. Ata meeting called to settle the question of using two 
hooks, a proposition was made and seconded that the Editor of FisHINcG GAZETTE 
should decide the matter. An amendment was also made that the committee of our 
club should decide it. It was carried for the committee to decide. Iasked the chairman 
if it was seconded ; he appealed to the secretary, who answered it had not been 
seconded. Iobjected to the committee deciding, but they did decide against me. I 
sent the letter I received from Mr. Ghurney, saying I fished in an honest and legiti- 
mate manner; alsoone from the secretary of the Sheffield Angling Association to the 
same effect. Four out of five committee men take 2nd, 3rd, 5th, and 6th prizes. Allow me 
to thank you and Mr. Ghurney sincerely for the interest and trouble you have taken 
on my behalf.—-I am, &c., C, WAINWRIGHT, 
N.B.—I was declared the winner by the referee. 





MR. TOD'S METHOD OF CARRYING THE LANDING-NET, &c. 

S1r,—The letter signed “ T. E. Price” is another instance of the well-known fact, 
which is abundantly proved at the Patent Office (in devices far more intricate and 
elaborate), that two or more people very often hit upon the same ideas. I in no way 
doubt Mr. Price’s story ; indeed, I think it very natural that others should have 
taken up the same idea as myself. 

Certainly, I have had no one to show me anything of the kind, and, as I say in 
my paper, I have used but one ring (the landing ring) for years. The two carrying 
rings are 7¢cent inventions. Formerly, the handle was constantly tripping me up 
in walking ; now it is impossible. : 

When I first brought out “Mr. Tod’s System” of attaching fly-hooks to gut, I 
showed how I‘had tied them on a double loop (not as in dressing a salmon-fly). 

- Instantly someone from Inverness wrote to the “F. G.” saying that he had used 
this method for years. Well, the question was, Did he find it a good thing? For if 
he did, he should have given his brother angler the benefit of his little invention 
‘long ago, and not put him to the bother of finding it out for himself. Was his 
letter ever published in the “ F. G.,” even if his drawings were rejected ? 

I agree with Mr. Price as toa long rather than a short landing-net handle for the 
system I so warmly advocate. It cheers one to receive from various parts of the 
country, and, in some instances, from perfect strangers, letters thanking me for my 
little contributions to the FISHING GAZHTTE. 

_ Icertainly have always had a very warm side to brothers of the rod and reel who 
fish fair and without jealousy, which latter spoils everything ; and if I, in any 
measure, have given pleasure to the least “ of these my brethern,” I am amply repaid. 

The only man I really dislike—and I detest him—is the tellow who is always 
fishing with the sole idea of crowing oyer his neighbour. 
the real and lasting pleasures of fishing? No! a thousand times, no! 
such a man in Hood's admirable words (1 quote from memory) :— 


“There's Morbid, all bile, and verjuice, and nerves— 
Whilst all other folks are making preserves 
He turns his preserves into pickles ; 
Jealous, envious, and fretful by day, 
By night to his ownsharp fancies a prey, 
He lies like a hedgehog rolled up the wrong way, 
Tormenting /imse/f with his prickles.” 


The healthful appetites of most fishermen are safeguards, asa rule, to such “sharp 
fancies” ; but the kindly and the true angler is he who is ever ready to praise the 
friend or foe who can “lick his own head off,” be it at fishing or cricket, or in 
courtesy. The jealous and envious miss the true mark, which means happiness—and 
serve them right. 

What I desire most is to be a help to others. I can only add that I think no one 
who is handy with his hands will repent a fair trial of the device I have now 
brought before the fishing public for carrying, and, still more, for using, the landing- 
net whilst wading in a broad river—mid-stream. 

I am very pleased to read testimony such as Mr. Price’s. Itshows that there ?s 

-something in the idea, and is an additional hint to fishermen to try for themselves. 
I will vouch for the result. 

Besides, the cost is all but ni/. F. has had his basket rigged up by the village 

saddler, I have had mine rigged up by village saddlers and shoemakers, and, of 
-evurse, well done. Cost—a bagatelle.—I am, Xc., E, M. Top. 


I think of 





‘FISH POISONING IN THE RIVER EDEN. 
S1r,—On Tuesday last the sub-committee appointed by the Conservancy Board, 
consisting of Mr. T. H, Parker, Mr. J.B. Slater, and Mr. G. H. Dixon, had a con- 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
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committee. The Conservancy Board are almost powerless in the matter, asy 
accordiny to the Salmon Fisheries, it is necessary to prove that “the proprietor 
knowing'y allows poisonous matter to be placed in a river, and that fish have 
been actually poisoned by such matter,” whereasa sanitary authority does not re- 
quay \e prove any actual result of the pollution, It is enough that it exists.— 
am, XC., 
Carlisle, Aug. 18. 


REALLY GOOD AMATEUR SEA-FISHING- WANTED. 

Srr,—I shall be greatly obliged if any reader of the GAzeTTE would inform 
me where I could get some really good sea-fishing for large fish in the month 
of September—a place where one could enjoy one’s holiday, besides having good 
fishing at hand.—I am, Xc., 

Bayswater. : GEN 

[Perhaps our contributor, “ F, G.,” will answer this? The Isle of Man would 
probably suit “ G. N.”—Eb.] = 


WORM-FISHING FOR SALMON. 

Srr,—My letter on this subject was written in no spirit of captiousness, but as a 
simple protest against the capture of the sportive salmon with a cruel gdrge bait. 
“ Dun Scotus,” like a good counsel with a bad brief, makes the best of his casé\;.but 
I think the verdict of a jury of anglers would be‘given against any encouragement 
of sucha barbarous practice. To the plea that an angler-may be driven to adopt it, 
if he finds that salmon can be caught in no other way during his brief visit toa 
river in bad condition, I would reply in the words of the judge to the convicted 
criminal, who urged that a man must live somehow or other, “I don’t see the 
necessity.” In all seriousness, I think snatching isa much less cruel method of 
catching salmon, and I must confess to haying taken a hand at that illegitimate 
game. I have touched pitch, but avoided defilement. With loaded hook, veiled 
under an innocent prawn, I dropped my infernal machine in a pool where the 
salmon were known to be crowded together ; but when my guide and instructor 
advised me to strike I resisted the temptation, much to his surprise and annoyance, 
and was rewarded with the fair capture of a splendid grilse of 101b., which was 
foolish enough to take the prawn in his mouth. Most anglers have had experience 
of foully-hooked fish, and found that the fish can make a better fight than if he had 
the hook in his mouth, But neither in the mouth, nor in any exterior portion of 
his body, can the fish experience the torture that mus: be inflicted by a hook gorged 
in his intestines ; and this, I maintain, is unworthy treatment for the king of fishes, 
and abhorrent to the prejudices of most brethren of the gentle craft. 

I confess I must be altogether mistaken in my suggestion that fresh-running 
salmon will not take a worm, and am sorry to find my supposition controverted by 
the experience of other anglers. I may also be wrong in my impression that there is 
no legal enactment against taking kelts in the open season. They are taken, to my 
knowledge, constantly ; and who can decide, with legal accuracy, between a well- 
mended kelt and a salmon that has been a month ortwo inthe river? I cannot 
speak by the book at present ; but I think that the Salmon Acts only protect salmon 
in general during the fence months, and their infant progeny while they remain in 
fresh-water streams, but make no distinction between kelts and other salmon during 
the open season.—I am, &c., WitHy Bup. 

[Was it not Robespierre who made the cynical remark “ Withy Bud” quotes? 
—ED. ] 


J. B.S. 
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SALMON-FISHING WITH WORM. 

Srr,—Why does Mr. Stone object so strongly to worm-fishing for salmon? Is it 
because it is too deadly ? Not so, certainly, as in many.rivers the salmon are rarely in 
a mood for worm, Is it because it affords less sport?’ That is purely a question for 
the angler. 

Salmon-angling yields three species of enjoyment: First, hooking the fish ; second, 
playing it ; and thirdly, possessing it either for use of self or friends, Now, the 
worm angler has the two latter pleasures. 

When the river is in fly order, and the fish are disposed to rise, few anglers would 
select worm in preference, and it is all very well for the fortunate man who resides 
near the river to wait till it gets into fly order; but how about the unfortunate, 
who travels 100 miles and spends a considerable sum to find the river not in fly, 
and not likely to be during the few days at his disposal ? I say let him try fly, and 
if that fails, then worm ; better a fish or two a day with worm,than hanging about 
idly grumbling at the weather. 

As regards scientific angling, worm-fishing is a deal more so than rowing about 
all day on a loch with two rods and phantom minnows, where the boatmen have 
more to do with the chance of sport than the angler ; yet we never hear tirades 
against thisas unsportsmanlike. 

The only exception I entertain as to fishing with worm is in cases where other 
anglers are fishing the same water with fly, and in such cases worm must either be 
interdicted or restricted to following after the fly anglers’ late in the day.—I 
am, &c., A.M. 





HOOKER’S DEPTH GAUGE. 

Srr,—In your notice of my patent depth gauge in this week’s FISHING GAZETTE, 
you say “ It is desirable to use a rather large plummet with these depth gauges ; 
otherwise there is not enough tension to prevent the line-float slipping down the 
line. If you will kindly test mine, you will find that it will hang on the line without 
a plummet being attached. The nipping of the line does not depend on the tension 
of the line, but upon the action of the cam against the roller ; you will find that the 
float will slip one way but not the other. 

This T consider one of the chief features of the gauge, as the line may be handled 
without fear of the gauge slipping down. 

In other depth gauges I have seen the least touch on the line which allows any 
slack cause the gauge to slip to the bottom of the line. 

The smallest plummets may be used with my gauge ; all that is necessary is that 
the weight shall be sufficient to carry the line to the bottom.—I am, Xce., 

Lancaster-place, Beccles, Suffolk, Aug. 17. J. HooKER. 





FLY-FISHING FOR MULLET. 

Str,—H. Morton will find a good deal about fly-fishing at the mouths of rivers if 
he refers to the “ Shore Fishing ” articles by me published last year in the FISHING 
Gazerry. Grey mullet seldom take a fly in the day, but will rise at a white-winged 
silyer-bodied fly if it is used at night. 

Linclose a pattern. You will observe the body in this is gold; but silver is best, as 
it shows better at night. To use it go to the river after dark, and when you hear 
them play throw in the direction of the sound. In some places large takes are made 
in this way, and occasionally when fishing on the ebb you may get hold of a sea- 
trout.—I am, Xc., 

Aug. 16. LE. GOSLING. 

[The fly is dressed on a hook Sin. length. The body is plain silver tinsel, with 


‘ference with a sub-committee of the Carlisle Sanitary Authority as to what steps | White hackle at shoulder, and white wings like a Coachman, —Eb. | 
_ should be taken to put a stop to the systematic pollution of the river by the refuse 
from Allenwood Paper Mills. Inspector Nicholson produced a number of samples of 
water from the clear pure water of the Faugh beck above the mill through the 
_ different shades of black and brown, opaque white and milky below the mill. The 
_ Mayor of Carlisle was horrified at seeing the stuff the inhabitants were drinking, 
and accordingly agreed to co-operate with the Conservancy Board in getting the 
matter remedicd. For the benefit of the members of the Sanitary Authority, Mr. 
’ Slater again described the precess of disintegrating and bleaching the Hsparto grass 
and straw used for paper-making, and explained that the black fluid came from the 
-caustic soda.used in the first process, and the white fluid from the chloride of lime 
«used in the second. ~ He also stated that the refuse from the mill could be made 
comparatively innocuous, and this by a very paying process. It was decided that 
the clerk shonld write to the proprietor, asking him to meet the joint sub- 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. ‘ 

Srr,—The unsettled weather for the past week has been all against the angler ; 
still, some good baskets of fish have been caught. Mr. Wood, at King’s Mills, has had 
some specimen fish—a roach over 2Ib., and two perch, one 21b. loz. and 1lb. 15oz., 
with some very fine bream. On Saturday I saw several good baskets of roach from 
Weston. In the Shardlow length an angler had 201b. of, roach and dace, another 
half-a-dozen barbel ; in fact, all the fishermen had very faircatches. 

In a pegged-down match of two hours’ fishing I took first honours with 21b, 3}0z, 
A few saimon have been caught at Collingham—a friend of mine saw two, 14ib. and 
16lb. ; Mr. Webber had one last week 121b.—I am, &c,, 

Aug. 17, A. W, 





[ Zor remainder of CORRESPONDENOK, see page 116,] 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 


Steeled Rods, &c. 


METAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Trae NEw 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE-— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


“ ACGME” LINES 





FIRST TIME 
OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


““ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that T ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another 


for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best limes I ever had.” 


I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886.. They 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“J have used the IMprovep ‘Acmm’ LINE last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD 


oF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR ITs? 


Mr. Cholmondeley 


Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured 


by us with and without Metal-Centre. 


SKETCH SHOWING TAPER. 


These Lines will Cast 
more readily than —— 
any other make. @ 


They are supplied in 
all lengths and sizes. 


SAMPLE TROUT LINE, POST FREE, 5s. 





LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH OUR 


SPECIALITIES. 


BEWARE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. 


THE NEW 


INVISIBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


KILL WELL cn the most HEAVILY WHIPPED WATERS, when ordinary Flies, having the clumsy old style hook outlined as boldly as the legs and wings 


of the fly, fail. 





The Fly as seen by the Fish. 





The Position of the Hooks. 


From the position of the two bends of the new hook in the fly's body it is invisible when placed on a tumbler of water and viewed from beneath, 





Viewed from below when on water 


When Fish RISING SHORT it is found to KILL WELL, when water and weather are DEAD AGAINST SPORT it is SUCCESSFUL ; in short, when the most 
odkitled fly-fisher is usually non-plussed and disheartened, the Invisible Hooked Fly is found to kill. Price 3s, per dozen. Samples posted free for 12 stamps, 


Manufactured by D, and W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND GAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES ~ 
AND BAITS. 






















Se eee 
COOPER COOPER AND CO. not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported, 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour ; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO, after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA, 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, E.C. Branch 
ea ee ae en oe ee Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; ; strand, W.C.; 7, Wes rne-rr 5 pe 
Holborn, W.C. London, 3 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; $34, High 


COOPER COOPER & CO 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 


THR 






#5] 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, GHURGH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


' MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 





BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 
Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 
SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi ‘Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hoéte 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o’clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Kvening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 1s. 6d. P a se 

ae large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s, per day. , 
“Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 


F. T. WILLIAMS &CO., 


10, GT. QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C. 
WILLIAMS'’S Celebrated Guinea FLY RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Unequalled 303, SALMON RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Vatchlessi3TROUT FLIES, Js. 6d. per dozen. 


WILLIAMS’S Jmproved CAST BOX, for Carrying Casts 
made wp, 6s. 
WILLIAMS’S PatentFLY BOX, for carrying Flies separate,6s. 


WILLIAMS’S Jmproved Method of Carrying the Landing 
Net, 10s. 6d. to 25s, 
Most 


WILLIAMS’S Patent ROD JOINT FITTING. 
perfect Lock Fitting invented. 
WILLIAMS’S Celebrated ““ CRYSTAL”’ ROACH HOOKS, 
10d. per dozen. 


All Goods Guaranteed of the Best Quality, 





Catalogues Post Free. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO.,. 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


Me. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH. 


t (Ra. No. 25,835.) 

+H Worn over left shoulder, with 
|| another band round the waist, 
| thereby distributing — the weight 
|| equally, and keeping the basket in a 
Jirm position. 

“ DESIDERATUM” 


FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No, 25,692), and our 

IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 

LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


Ht] Weight of Handle complete, about 12oz. ; fF NERY 
| length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. ! 























N — 
H New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s, 6d. ; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


ase gee Th era oa6 "Cama oO =% 
= > = SS ee 
PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


; « An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZEITH. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 


TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum in Parvo 
Rod :—t You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which I am very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 
three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 


praise I have given it.” 
N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STRERT, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 


Py 
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GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SALMON 


RODS, as used by the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment, ’These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod. From 21s. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, ls. for 25 yards. 
will not kink. 
-BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 23in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD'’S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and where to 
use them, 4s. and 6s, each. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined.’—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885, 


PATENT BIGKERDYKE ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping: 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 
SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &e., Xe, 

WHOLESALE ONLY, 


CONTENTS. 
; ——_+¢4— 
(N.B.—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 

PAGE, PAGE. 
Prize Essay.—Fly-Fishing for Sal- Club Reports ... ies see een LOS 

mon .,. oe dey fab ... 105 |The Fisheries Preservation Associa- 
Particulars of the All-Night Fight tion ... ae Be noe SLO 
witha Salmon... ee ... 106 | Answers to Correspondents... pare LO 
A Week ata Farmhouse ... ... 107 | Correspondence set: OFS ae EW) 
Notes ... Bete Sac oe ... 107 | River Reports... aAn aes cory a} 
A Note from Iceland... Abc ... 108|Scotch Notes ... tee ae soo yas 
Piscatorial and Other Attractions of Irish Notes... de ACE oes 
Walton-on-the-Naze ... 108 |New Piscatorial Patents... necy LOWE 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 r1 Putney. 
45 . Hammersmith, 
50 i Barnes, 

Add 55 nf Kew. 
75 rr Richmond. 
80 $ Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times of HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, August 21 eee bbe 5.35 neo 500 5.52 
Sunday, 6 22 ack BOC 6.11 nor oct 6.33 
Monday, re 23 tee fine 6.58 oan 960 7.24 
Tuesday, - 24 eee ae 7.56 3tn an 8.29 
Wednesday, a 25 one Rok 9.6 Sof 300 9.51 
Thursday, me 26 aE dtc 10.32 Adc Bhd 11.10 
Friday, * 27 noc Bor 11.47 oc 5ee 12.0 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, Londom 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 
The most important intelligence to communicate this week is that the portion 





of river between Richmond Bridge and Isleworth Church Ferry is now exclusively 
devoted to angling purposes, as the new Conservancy by-law in regard thereto has 
received the signature of Her Majesty in Council, and the moment that is done it - 
is in force. Mr. Spreckley tried this new extension of water last week, and 
secured a nice take of dace, his opinion being formed there were plenty of fish in 
it. It was in the year 1866 the late Mr. J. S. Moon and Mr. J. R. Berry, as 
members of the committee of the T.A.PS., first ventilated the question of obtaining 
this same portion of river for the exclusive use of anglers, and a deputation waited 
upon the Thames Conservators, but failed to accomplish what has now been so suc- 
cessfully completed, 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicumMonp,—Christopher Brown, during the week, has taken 401b. of roach and 
dace and ten barbel. F. Brown, in two days, 251b. J. Brain, during the week, twenty- 
five dozen, and two barbel ; and Henry Mansell 1001b., and four barbel. Henry 
Howard, in six days, twenty-six dozen. 

TWICKENHAM.—Pert Hammerton, in three days, six dozen of roach and dace, and 
a couple of barbel. C. Hennessey, in two days and three half-days, nine dozen, one 
bream, and one barbel. John Spong, in four half-days, thirteen and a half dozen, 
and seven barbel. S. Cole, in one day and three half-days, fifteen dozen, and three 
barbel. Edward Finch, in six days, eight dozen, three bream, and four barbel. R. 
Coxen, one day, with Capt. Adams, one dozen, and also four bream, weighing 104Ib. ; 
and in two other days, six dozen, four bream, and one barbel. George Coxen, in four 
days, twenty-eight dozen, and six barbel. J. Dobbin, in five and a half days, twenty- 
eight dozen, and eleven barbel. Richard Moffatt, in three and a half days, seventeen 
dozen, a couple of barbel, and three bream. 

TEDDINGTON.—Charles Baldwin, in four days, eight dozen of dace and nine dozen 
of gudgeon. Joseph Baldwin, above the lock, in five days, forty dozen of gudgeon 
and fifteen perch. Joseph Stevens, in three days, six dozen of dace, and a few 
parbel and chub. Mr. Kendall, in a private boat, a jack of 351b ; another gentleman, 
from the weir, one barbel of 741b., one of 451b., and two of 41b. A young gentleman 
also caught a barbel of 8lb. The roach and dace are now coming up well in the 
tideway, and the water isin very good condition. 

KinGston,—John Johnson, sen., writes :—‘'The barbel have not been feeding 
well this week, John Johnson, jun., has had fourteen barbel, two bream, ten dozen 
of roach and dace, andsome gudgeon. J. Wilks, seven barbel, about seven dozen of 
roach and dace, and a nice lot of gudgeon. There has not been much bank fishing, 
and not any great takes, The water wants a change, as it is full of insects ; 
nothing but heavy baiting will do now, and to move as soon as the fish leave off.” 

SunpuRY.—Thomas Stroud, in three days, eight dozen of roach, twelve barbel, 
and five perch. Alfred Stroud, in four days, six dozen, fifteen barbel, and twenty 
dozen of gudgeon. John Stroud, in the week, with Mr. Landerlindon, thirty-one 
parbel, seven jack, five brace of perch, and fifteen dozen gudgeon. Thomas Stroud, 
jun., in four days, fifteen dozen of roach, twelve barbel, and three jack, Master A. 
Lukyn, in one day, one barbel of 911b,, and one of 6lb. H. Clark, in four days, 
seventeen dozen of roach and dace, seven barbel, six jack, and nineteen perch. 
Edward Clark, jun., in six days, fourteen dozen of roach and dace, thirty bream, and 
seventy barbel. Mr. Streatfield, with H. Herbert, in two days, four dozen of dace, 
eleven barbel, and nine dozen of gudgeon. Mr. Morgan, in one day, three dozen of 
dace and five barbel. 

WALTon.—H. Searle, the fisherman attached to the Swan Hotel, one day, with 
Mr. Moseley and Son, ten dozen of roach and dace, seven dozen of gudgeon, and 
three bream; another day, with Mr. Knechtli, fishing swims baited by Mr. 
Wheeldon, ten-barbel and three chub ; and another day, with Mr. Knechtli, 
thirteen barbel, three chub, and one roach. Mr. Brown, and party, from the Swan 
Hotel, fishing in three boats piloted by H. Searle, G. Hone, jun., and J. Smith, 
made a total result of ten dozen of roach and dace, and seven bream. George Hone, 
jun., in two other days, employed by the Swan Hotel with Mr. Wilcox and friend, 
caught eight barbel, four chub, one jack, and eight dozen of gudgeon. Mr, Close, 
staying at the Swan Hotel, in one day, fishing at the head of the deep with 
J. Smith, got four barbel, three bream, a good take of gudgeon, and lost four 
good jack. Mr. Dee and Mr. Tudgey, in one day with John Hone, thirteen bream 
and one jack. §S. Rosewell, in two half-days, four jack, two bream, and four 
barbel. 

HALLIFoRD.—Mr. W. A. Cababe, with H. Rosewell, in one day, nine barbel, a perch 
of 14]b., a roach of the same weight, and two chub. 

SHEPPERTON,.—F. Purdue, in one day, three dozen of roach, 

WEYBRIDGE,—Herbert Curr, in three days, twelve dozen of roach and dace, 
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eight dozen of gudgeon, and six brace of perch; all being returned to the river 
eeceearam Poulter, one day with Mr. Ryan, six dozen of roach and ten dozen 
of gudgeon ; another day with Mr. 0. Lawrence, ten dozen of gudgeon; another 
day with Mr. Elliott and friend, seven dozen of roach, one bream, one perch, and one 
eel ;.and another day, four dozen of fine roach, the largest 141b. L. Hackett, 
employed by the Chertsey Bridge Hotel, one day with Mr. Roake, fifteen roach, one 
perch,.and one bream ; another day, four dozen of roach and two barbel ; and another 
day, five dozen of roach, two barbel, one bream, and one perch, ; 

LALEHAM,—Mr. Pansch, with Alfred Harris, in one day, nearly 60lb. weight of 
barbel. 

‘(Penton Hoox.—F. Collyer, in one day, ten barbel and three jack ; another day, 
‘six barbel and two. jack ; and another day, seven dozen roach and dace, and one jack. 
\A'gentleman, from the bank, got a bream of 6}1b., and four barbel. Several good 
barbel have been taken from the banks, 

STAINES.—John Keene, in two days, eleven barbel. H, J. Clarke, in one day, 
fifteen barbel ; and John Keene, jun., in six days, twenty-three dozen of roach and 
dace and fifty-four barbel ; and one other day, with Mr. and Mrs, Jarvis, twenty 
barbel, three chub, and three perch. 


UPPER THAMES. 

Taking into consideration that rain has fallen somewhat heavily all up the Upper 
Thames for the past fortnight, the water seems very uninfluenced thereby, and as 
I write is the brightness of unwashed gin, and fish of all sorts are, in consequence, 
difficult to obtain. Roach are feeding best in the evening and taking kindly, like 
all well-bred fish should, to paste, with a red gentle just to add a little attraction to 
the glistening morsel. Chub are being had with the fly best (Alexandra for choice) 
and do not seem to care for cheese, lobs, or even cray-fish tails. Barbel are again 
difficult to obtain in well-chosen and baited swims—continuous fresh fields and 
pastures new having every hour to be resorted to to insure a decent take. Moulds- 
ford.—Mr. B., on one occasion, three dozen roach and a nice sample of perch. War- 
grave,—Crampton has here been very busy with Sir W. Hardman and other patrons, 
and at Henley, Messrs. Johnson, Marshall, King, and Holland have had big sport, 
chiefly amid chub, the latter gentleman nobbling 501b, Aston.—Messrs. Parry and 
Kirke, with “The Boy,” a pretty take of perch and chub on the 15th inst., losing 
a pike of at least 71b.—silence for a time reigned around, but, then, somebody said 
something. G. Arlett, with two patrons, on the 15th inst., chub, perch, and as 





pretty a 5lb. trout as ever glamoured the een of anangler. Rain falling fast. This 
will improve prospects for the coming week —_MArLOW Buzz, 
Thames (Datchet). : 
The water is very clear, and good sport is being had with the gudgeon, I have 


‘not heard of much being done with the larger fish, My patrons have had very fair 
sport with the barbel every day since I wrote last. Best day, sixteen fish, the two 
largest over 51b,—S, LUMSDEN. 
Thames (Goring). 
Water low and clear. I have been out four days. Three best days, ten jack and 
two dozen of perch and a good lot of gudgeon.—_JOHN Rusu, 


Thames (Windsor). : 

Sport has been very quiet this last week, the early part being very boisterous, 
and gudgeon anglers were unable to keep their punts broadside to the stream, the 
only fair catch 1 know of being seventeen dozen and four to two rods by Messrs, 
A.and G. Wright. At Oakley Court, the Countess of Wilton and Lady EH. Edgerton, 
out with Plummer, jun., have had capital sport among the dace, taking on one occa- 
sion five dozen, averaging 7oz, Large bags of barbel have been scarce, Mr. Toulmin, 
of the Fishery, having the best sport I know of, taking at various times twenty- 
nine fish—largest about tb. Jack are running fairly well but small, Mr. A. Simonds, 
of Egham, from Bell Weir having one 734lb., taken on single-gut perch hook ; and 
from the same water Mr. Short had one 7lb., and a troutof 53lb. From a tributary 
of the Thames (the Colne), in 10 days, Mr. Bennett, of Wraysbury, has had one 
hundred and thirty jack with the “Comet” bait — largest 7lb. — another 


gentlemen, in three days, taking thirty-eight. - It is rarely the angler 
has to exercise much skill on anything beyond fish, but one of these 
exceptional cases took place on the 14th inst, when, after sitting 


patiently a long time, Mr. Styan, of Windsor, found himself suddenly called upon 
to manipulate in a quick water a lady’s parasol, which he fouled by the tassel 
in his barbel swim, and which persisted in opening in the water. The article is 
silk, apparently quite new, with silver mounting and buckhorn handle. I need 
hardly state Mr. Styan says fish did not feed that day in this swim.—B. R. 
BAMBRIDGE, 


Ancholme (Caistor). 

The weather has been showery during the greater part of the week, so that many 
anglers have not turned out, These that have fished have been rewarded by a good 
many small fish rather than a few fine ones. Bream are getting well on the feed, 
and some nice roach have been taken in the upper parts of the river. As an instance 
of the varying character of the fishing at the Riverhead, on one day a juvenile 
visitor caught nearly one hundred mixed fish ; the next day two Caistorians went 
down, and between them caught one trout, one pike, one roach, and one perch, all 
small.—_THOMAS Forp, 

¢ Berwick-on-Tweed. 

Since May there has been no flood of any consequence on the Tweed ; the land was 
so dry the rainfall was absorbed. It will readily be understood by this that the 
river is small and dirty, so that it has been very unfavourable for the salmon net- 
fishers of the river. The coast fishermen haye had more success, showing there is 
fish in the bay waiting for a spate to make a rush, Angling has gone with varied 
success on the Tweed and Whitadder, though the trout now obtained are usually 
small and not too plentiful ; however, this does not deter anglers from far and near 
trying their luck. With angling, much is done for honour and glory, and not only 
for the mere weight of fish in the basket. On the Tweed, fish or no fish, there is 
pure air and pleasant scenery, consequently health to be got; with a good spate we 
shall have a better condition of affairs to report.—J. J, HIuLs. 

Chichester. 

As the season wears on the larger specimens of bream are feeding better. At 
Cuichester during the past week several fish of over 2lb. have been landed, with 
small fry ad libitum, and in many spots ad nauseum, especially when paste fishing. 


At Selham the water is of a good colour, and fish feeding well in the latter portion | 


of the day. Some excellent roach and dace have been landed. In my report last 
week I stated that the proprietor of the Thre Moles had given a couple of roach 
‘rods to be fished for in August, 


district —-GrorGe F, SALTER, 
Colne (Thorney Weir House). 

The water is in very good condition. Some very fine roach have been taken at 
the Shoulder of Mutton by the following: Wright-Anderson, thirteen ; Scott, 
‘twenty-one, one over 14lb,; F. Hoblyn, six; W. A. W. Scott, sixteen. Hoblyn 
caught one over 141b., a very fine-looking fish. There have been afew jack taken; 
Lloyd had four, all over 2b, ; and Murray-Shirreff, one. There is every prospect of 
good sport for the ensuing week, as the weather looks favourable. Whilst writing 
this, Wright-Anderson brought a fine specimen roach to the club-house, weighing 
2lb—J. L, MuRRAY-SHIRREF?. 

Dove and its Tributaries. : 

The above streams have had a, first-rate colour on the best part of this week ; but 

though.the weather has heen dull, and therefore fayourable to sport ; but little has 


fish It should read on the 25th and 26th of September, | 
The Ouse is yielding some good roach ; but fish are not feeding freely in the eastern 


been done, for some unaccountable reason or other. Some few decent takes have 
been made, but they have been few and far between. An odd brace or two of fish 
has been the usual result of—in many cases—some hours’ patient and persistent 
whipping. The minnow, worm, and gentle have been tried also somewhat extensively, 
and with but a similar—if we except an isolated case or two—result. Some fisher- 
men hold the thunder responsible for this dispiriting state of things, and this is 
doubtless the true cause of the sulkiness of the fish. The Derby Killer, Pearl, and 
the natural minnow have done the best spinning, whilst the Yellow Dun of May 
and the small Coachman have landed most fish for the fly-fishers——FosTeR Bros., 
Ashbourne. : 
Eden (Carlisle). 

For some ten days whiting-fishing has been in full swing, both in the Eden and 
Esk. Favoured by dull, breezy weather, anglers have made good baskets during the 
day, some of the more expert getting 12 and 141b.ina few hours. But, as usual in 
the month of August, the best average takes have been made at night, especially in 
the Esk, which was very low and clear all last week. Colonel Wybergh, Rey. H. 
Whitmore, and Mr. Slater got some fine baskets, and the fish were a good size. When 
the water is very clear it is astonishing to notice the difference of size between those 
killed in the daytime, however favourable the weather may be, and those killed after 
sunset. The rivers were considerably freshed by Monday’s rain, and the Eden isnow 
in splendid trim for day-fishing —SILVER-GREY. 


Esk (Whitby). 

Thanks to the recent heavy rains, the upper reaches of the river Esk are now 
well-stocked with salmon, and day by day anglers are busy plying the rod. On 
Monday, Mr. Edwin Westgarth landed a salmon-trout weighing 43lb. ; Captain J. 
Dinsdale, 5lb. ; Mr. H.C. Briggs, 51b.; and Mr. J. H. Long, 44lb. The other day, Mr. 
Robson, Glaisdale, while fishing for trout, hooked four salmon ; but failed to land 
any of them.—J, J. J. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing. The weather has been rather unsettled, consequently the fishing 
from the boats has been slack. Rod-and-line fishing has improved this week. On 
Saturday evening, Mr. German, fishing from the rocks at Shallow Path, caught two 
bass, weighing 541b. and 6}1b, each, and a mullet 2}lb. A gentleman fishing from 
the jetty with rod and line on Friday, caught seventeen pout and pollack ; on 
Saturday, thirteen; on Wednesday, twenty-tree ; the largest weighing 2$lb. The 
bait used was mussels, To-day (Thursday) I saw some gentlemen pass with large 
strings of pout, pollack, and eels, Weather at present mild, and prospects good. 


EK, COMER. 
Lake District. 

The present week has been showery, and the rivers now are in capital angling 
condition. There is a fair amount of “feed” on, and in the tributary streams some 
capital takes of trout have been had; in the Kent, however, six or seven fish have 
been the average baskets, A poisoning case has occurred in the upper reaches of 
the Kent, by which a large number of trout haye been killed, The pollution con- 
sisted of chloride of lime. fea-fish still continue to run in almost unprecedented 
numbers, and good takes have been general. Nice morts have got up the Kent so 
far as Akrigg End, whilst numbers are in the Mint. Messrs. Whitehead, Atkinson, 
Beadle, Park, R. Atkinson, Fulton, Garnett, Bleaze, McDonald, McGowan, and 
Fisher have all had nice takes of morts and sprods, whilst some have had good 
grilse. Mr. H. Beadle, yesterday, had twenty sea-fish and to-day eight. Mr. Fisher 
had a fine grilse,as had also Messrs. Garnett and Fulton. The prospects for sea- 
fish are now capital, and the waters daily improving.—EPHEMERA, 


Lake Windermere and Tributaries. 

So far as lake-fishing is concerned, it is at present principally confined to perch 
and pike-fishing, and some good catches are being made daily in both classes. Last 
Saturday we accompanied some friends for a few hours’ chase after the pike, but 
were not very successful as regards numbers, as we only totalled five at the finish, yet 
we had the satisfaction of claiming the “ biggest of the season,” a fine fellow scaling 
1921b., and in splendid condition—in fact, this is considered the season when pike 
are at the best here. In the rivers and becks of the district there is plenty of rod- 
sport, as the recent heavy rains have afforded opportunity for good fish to leave the 
lake, and few fishermen return without boasting of having creeled at least one or 
two pounders. Illegal fishing appears to have been practised in some of the small 
streams, which now literally swarm with trout, and the conservators offer a reward 
of £5 to anyone informing of such offenders. In the Leven there have been some 
fair catches of sea-trout, and one or two salmon of good proportions, and altogether 
appearances speak favourably for a good conclusion to the rod season,—W, 


Leicester. 

The past week has been rather quiet as regards angling in Leicestershire, although 
at this period of the year this kind of sport should be atits best. The roach seem 
never fairly to have come on the feed anywhere in this locality, and those anglers 
who are successful in securing bags just now of anything over 5lb. or 6lb. are very 
fortunate. In the Leicester Angling Society’s waters rodsters have done fairly well 
since Saturday, as the fish that have been caught, if few, are all above the average, 
ranging up to 141b.,and a number of perch going over 41b. have been shown at the 
clubs. Messrs. Sharples and Harrison, more especially, had some good lots of roach 
several days. From the distant waters no large takes of fish are reported, with one 
exception, that of Mr. Bonner, who had a good take of bream last Friday, 
several of the fish weighing nearly 5lb. each. The weather on Thurs- 
day was mild, a gentle rain falling throughout the day. Not many 
anglers out. Waters in first-class condition. The members of the Leicester 
Independent Anglers Club had a very enjoyable day’s fishing in the waters 
of Mr. Chaplin at Brooksby on Saturday, The occasion was their annual outing. 
The weather was fine, and the arrangements made by Mr. Wells anda few assistants 
were satisfactory. The result of the first six prizes of the 13 fished for were as 
follows :—Mr. F. Pratt, first, 3lb. l4oz.,; Mr. K. Staples, second, lloz.; Mr. T. Green, 
third, 1030z.: Mr. G. Hartshorn, fourth, 9}0z.; Mr. 8. C. Green, fifth, 840z.; and the 
sixth resulted in a tie between Messrs, Herrill and Wells, who each had 8}oz, 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in good condition now, and there have been some nice fish taken. The 
bottom is very free from weeds. The best and clearest places is by the watercress 
beds, and at the Halfmoon swim.—Wm. CowELu, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

But few anglers have been out and little fishing done, both streams being coloured 
and only in order for bottom fishing. The trout are biting well atthe wasp-grub, and 
occasionally a good dish is taken. The Pinsley is coloured, but few fish taken from 
it of late—GWYNNE, 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The late rains have greatly improved the water, and sport has been good, Mr. 
J. Measures and Mr. G. Philps have been among the bream, taking about 164 stone 
—the weight I obtained since my Jast report—and J. M. made another catch,on 
Wednesday of 5 stone, and is on the work again; and several other catches have 
been had. A. N. Bromley, Esq.,and W. F, M. Webb, Esq., from Nottingham, have 
been with me, and have had decent sport with the roach, and a few bream ; taking 
nearly one hundred roach, some very decent ones amongst them. Providing we 
don’t get too much rain, sport will be good, Subscriptions are required for fishing. 
—H. Root. 

Severn (Gloucester). ; 

River fine and low. Some good roach and dace haye been taken with gentles and 
paste, Some good catches of roach have been registered during the past week, taken 
with paste, from the Berkeley Canal. Trout have been rising well at the fly in the 
Upper Leadon. I will report next week what is done to-day (Thursday) by the 
club members at Wainloads Hill—SinGLE HAtr, 
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Teme (Ludlow). 

_Fishing in this part has been very quiet of late. Rain has fallen very heavily, 
and has made the water rise'slightly and colouredit. There has been no fly-fishing 
done, but some good grayling and trout have been caught with the wasp-grub and 
maggot, Fishing in the Clun, Ony, and Ledwyche has been quiet. Some good fish 
have been caught from the Corve with the wasp-grub this week,—S. LUDLOW. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


~The Teme in this part has risen a little, and is coloured, owing to the heavy down- 
fall of rain we have had. Several anglers have been out, but little sport has been 
had. In the Little Hereford district last week a salmon 3ft. long was seen stranded 
on the rocks of the side of the river, being no doubt left there high and dry in con- 
sequence of the water being turned for the Pound at Barrets, Three women took 
the fish away.— WORCESTER. ; 
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’ é . Torridge (Torrington). 3S 3 
~ There has been capital fishing this last week, lots of peal, trout, dace and eels, &c., 
have been taken ;. also mullet, bass, and flounders in the tidal water. Mr. J. Bastard, 
from Middlesbrough, took four peal, largest over 141b., and lots of trout and dace ; 
Mr. H. Bangham has taken lots of trout. I weighed one a pound, caught by him 
last evening, Water getting rather low again PRACTICAL ANGLER, 


teatsiesT Trent (Alrewas). 

Reports from, this excellent fishery continue very good, some fine baskets of roach 
haying been secured by old hands. Barbel continue to feed well, and some good 
ones have been taken with lob worms. At present fly-fishing seems to be at a stand- 
still. The water during the past weck or so has upon several occasions been too 
cloudy for this sport to be carried on with any degree of satisfaction, although from 
time to time several fine grayling have been taken.— ANON. 


hotaare rw Trent (Nottingham). 

The weather has again’been unsettled in this district during the week ; but when 
‘this report was despatched on Thursday, the river was running ata low ebb, and 
was in first-rate condition for all-round angling. Barbel anglers have mustered in 

strength at Shardlow, Sawley, Barton, and Holme Pierrepont, and from the last 
named place Mr. H, W. Cooper, of the Nottingham Waltonians, had some heavy fish 
on Tuesday and Wednesday ; all were got with the worm, The roach have been 
taking creed-wheat splendidly, and many handsome lots have come from the upper 
waters. Astranger, in one day, caught 461b, near the mouth of the Dove. A very 
fine otter, weighing 231b., has been killed in a meadow adjoining the Trent, above 
Burton. . Perch continue to take a live minnow, and the fly experts have daily met 
with plenty of success.on the shallows at Wilford, Radcliffe, and Stoke. Rain fell 
on Thursday ; but there was not sufficient to produce any rise.—THE MAN AT THE 
LUBSin po) 62 : 
E > Vyrnwy Culanymyneech). 

The river has plenty of water init now ; but it is rather a bad colour. There has 
been some good fishing during last week, Messrs. Wilson and Morton, of Liverpool, 
had a good day on Thursday last, taking twenty good trout, besides .a lot of dace 
and roach. The largest trout taken by Mr. Morton was 2glb. There has also been 
some nice grayling taken, —BORDERER, 


~ Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


Until the present week there has been very little to report during the last fort- 
night or so. Since Monday, however, there has been a very nice moorland water in 
the Wharfe.. The weather has been dull and heavy, causing the fish to rise anything 
but freely. I got afew with fly the other eyening below Pool Bridge, and Smith 
“Suttle also has taken a few-with the same ture. We both of us soon found that only 
one fly-was of any use, and that was Fog Black, This fly is so diminutive that 
about three out of every four fish that are hooked only come to basket. Two anglers 
fishing in the reservoirs last week caught about thirty good trout between them 
with wasp grub. I have heard to-night of a rather strange incident, which is said 
to have occurred at Otley yesterday. A lad saw a large eel struggling in the water, 
and managed to get it ashore, when it was found that in trying to swallow a 6oz. 
trout it had choked itself. ‘he eel was an unusual size for the Wharfe, viz., 
3lb. 120z. I hear that the Kendal Otter hounds are coming to hunt this district 
shortly. They have been” having good sport on the Nid during the past week.— 
Francis M. WALBRAN. 

_ Wye and Derwent. 

Last Friday afternoon there was a very heavy thunderstorm here, which was the 
cause of the Derwent rising a little, with very muddy road water; in fact we have 
had contifual rises on the Derwent, more or less daily, from the thunder-rain that 
has fellmpiin the woodlands, ‘These flushes have given the bottom anglers a first- 
class time of it, and some very handsome creels of mixed fish have been 
taken,//nostly by the aid of Wasp-grub and maggots for bait. Fish killed 
have beén tench, grayling, barbel, chub, eels, roach, and dace. The Chatsworth 
club waters, about Chatsworth, have very, great quantities of dace and coarse fish 
in Het fee one London angler taking a great quantity of coarse fish out of this 
water lately. This water should by all means be netted, to rid the river of the coarse 
fish, ‘This rain has scarcely ever affected either the Wye or Lathkill, and both streams 
hayé been in: good condition for fly-fishing the whole of the past week. 
Baskets=from ¢hree to four brace of fish per angler have been daily made below 
Bakewell, mostly by the aid of Ash Duns, Honey Dun Bumble, and Little Red flies. 
. onthe Derwent with the fly during the past week has been bad, the river being 
too, thick and muddy for successful fly-fishing. To-day (Thursday) the Derwent has 
@ most beautiful porter-coloured water on it—i.e., very killing water for either top 
oY and no. doubt good baskets will be the order of the day.—Gero, JAMES 
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a * HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
{th following circular, which speaks for itself, has been issued to the secretaries 
jonni engine clubs, We hope it will be successful in causing a large 

ttendance at the concert.—Ep. | i} 

“Dear SiR AND BRoTHER,— Our old and, I trust, well-esteemed: brother angler, 
John Huntley, of the above society, having from adverse and unforeseen circum- 
stances been brought to almost absolute‘destitution, his home being taken from him 
last week, added to which the melancholy fact of the death of his daughter through 
the Villany of her seducer haying rendered him for some time unfit for work of any 
description, we the members of the Hoxton Brothers) Angling Society, feel satis- 
fied and assure .that in appealing to our brother angters for, assistance, without in 
any way wounding the feelings of a brother we would benefit and giye a fresh start 
to, have decided to hold at our hall, the Cherry Tree, Kingsland-road, on the 23rd 
of August, 1886, a.concert, the proceeds of which will be presented to him to assist 
him in again making a start in business, Trusting to your kind co-operation in this 
most deserving case—Believe me, yours faithfully, 

. FREDK, GREEN, Secretary to Committee, 


















" A WoMAN never makes much of asuccess in getting anything on her feet anyway 
unless she can sit down on the floor, 


AN Irishman, mourning his. wife, tearfully exclaimed: “Faith, an’ she was a 
good woman : she always hit me with the soft end o’ the mop.” 


QEORGE JAMES EATON, of. Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up put what 
he himself -has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 

dressed on thé best. Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2a; 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 28. pex Dozen, 
prders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) ~ 9: : EEO oe 5 é 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


ALTNACEALGACH HoreL (SUTHERLAND).—The following are the takes for this 
week :—August 9: Mr. —— and friend, London; Loch Cama, 86 fish, weight 25lb. ; 
Mr. Leigh and friend, Preston, Urigall, 77 fish, 231b. ; Dr. Lockwood and friend; of 
London, Loch Urigall, 50 fish, 13lb.; Mr. and Mrs, Campbell, of Sunderland, Loch 
Veyatie, 50 fish, 141b.; Mr. Halero, of Sutherland, Loch Cama, 30 fish, 11lb. August 
10 : Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, Cama, 45 fish, 201b. ; Mr. Halero, Loch Veyatie, 27 fish, 
8lb. ; Dr. Lockwood and friend, Cama, 20 fish, 71b., and one Salmo ferow (5lb,) ; Mr. 
—— and friend, Loch Urigall, 40 fish, 14lb. August 11 : Mr Campbell, Urigall, 48 
fish, 13lb.; Mr. Halcro, Urigall, 32 fish, 101b.; Mrs, Campbell; Loch. Boarlan; 12 
fish, 4}lb, August 12 : Mr, —— and friend, Loch Boarlan, 46 fish, 141b. ; Mr, Leigh 
and friend, Loch Urigall, 78 fish, 18lb.; Dr. Lockwood, Loch Awe, 30 fish,.101b. ; 
Mr, Campbell, Loch Cama, 42 fish, 101b.; Mr. Halcro, Loch Cama, 30 fish,-10lb. 
August 13 : Mr. Campbell, Urigall, 80. fish, 184lb.; Mr. Halcro, Urigall, 52 fish, 
111b. ; Mrs, Campbell, Loch Cama, 30 fish (not weighed)—had one brown trout 131b. 
August 14: Mrs. Campbell, Loch Boarlan, 19 fish, 51h, ; Mr. Campbell, Loch Urigall, 
42 fish, 101b.; Mr. Halcro, Loch Urigall, 24 fish, 8lb. Weather very unfavourable 
for fishing.—JoHN McDONALD. ; ee 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY.—Angling in the rivers and streams in the southern 
counties of Scotland during the past week has been attended with fair results, ,, All 
sorts of weathershas been experienced by anglers—one day rain, another sun, while 
the next again makes one imagine winter is upon us all at once. A. large number 
of anglers have been out, not a few taking advantage of the War Office conceéssions 
to the Nith at Dumfries. Some fair takes of trout and herlings have been had-with 
the fly, but on the whole not much has been done. There are a large number of 
érout in the Esk, On Wednesday, Mr. R. Reid, in the “ Skipper’s. Pool” in that 
river, had a fine new-run salmon of 131b, This is the first fish caught in the, upper 
reaches. ree 

Forstnarp Hore, (SUTHERLAND).—On Friday, the 13th, Mr. Davidson had 
three fish on the Halladale weighing 83lb., 6lb., and 3lb. ‘respectively, and lost 
another after a run of 15 minutes, On Saturday, Mr. Murray hada fish of 10Ib. ; 
and Mr. Toope a basket of 20 trout, heaviest 1jlb. On Monday, Major ,Grant-had 
nine trout on “Clachen Geal” ; and on Tuesday, on the same loch, 12 trout weigh- 
ing }lb.each. Mr. Toope, on Tuesday, had a basket of brown trout, and two sea~ 
trout, weighing 1}lb. each.—_Guo, MuRRAY. 

LocH INveR (SUTHERLAND).—Aug. 9, Loch Fewin, Mr. Rogers, -141b. trout ; 
Mr. Hawkins, 101b. trout; Loch Beannoch, Major-General C. Irvine, 251b. ‘trout ; 
Loch Crogach, Mr. Buckle, 81b. trout. Aug. 10, Loch Crogach, Mr. Rogers, <14 1b. 
trout ; Kirkaig, Mr. Brand, one grilse, 7}1b.; Loch Fewin, Major-General C. Irvine, 
141b, trout. Aug. 11, Upper Inver, Mr. Hawkins, two salmon, 611b, and 5lb. ; Loch 
Culag, Major-General Irvine, two grilse, 71b. and 5lb.«; Loch Fewin, Dr. Rogers, 91b. 
trout ; Lower Inver, Mr. Buxton, one salmon, 8lb.; Lock Beannoch, Mr. Bankart, 
201b. trout ; Kirkaig, Mr. Almond, one salmon, 91b, Aug. 12, Kirkaig, Mr. Rogers, 
three salmon, 8,7, and 61h. ; Loch Fewin, Major-General Irvine, 121b, trout ; Loch 
Badinine, Mr. Gough, one Salmo ferow, 231b.; Loch Fewin. Mr. Barber, 16lb. trout. 
Aug. 13, Kirkaig, Mr. Sheriff, one salmon, 8b. Aug. 14, Loch '‘Fewin, Mr. Sheriff, 
121b, trout ; Loch Fewin, Dr. Graham, 91b, trout; Inver, Mr. Bankart, 2631b. trout ; 
Inver, Mr. Gough, 51b. grilse ; Loch Assynt, Messrs. Irvine and Buckle, 15lb. trout ; 
Loch Beannoch, Messrs. Barber and Percival, 251b, trout. Water in very good order 
for fishing.—GEORGE DUNNET. Fc. 

NEwBURGH (ABERDEENSHIRE),—Sea-trout fishing still good ; fish very plentiful, 
anglers who know the water and how to fish it getting very satisfactory sport. 
Average kill for rod for day, 16 to 44 fish ; average weight for basket, 5, 16, and 
23lb.; average weight of trout, 60z. to 131b. Devonshire and tube as usual favourite 
baits. The following lady and gentlemen fished from the hotel during the 
week—viz., Messrs. J. E, and J. W. Crombie, Balgownie Lodge; John Leslie, Don 
Bank; E. T. Johnstone, Seville ; Aitken, London ; Thomson, Banchory; Elmslie, 
Dundee; Troup, Edinburgh ; Wright, Calcutta ; Thomson, Mackay, Henderson, Dr. 
Burr, Wm. M. Milligan, J. Stephen, and Mr, and Mrs. Charles Wilson. Aberdeen 
sea-trout and finnocksare coming up with every tide, and salmon are beginning to 
run.—J.-RITCHIE, ‘ 

TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Since last notes not much has been done in the way of fish- 
ing, and the disciples of the rod and line are at present on the verge of disconsolation, 
the ever-expected flood never coming; while, now and again, just as it were to 


tantalise the followers of Old Izaak, rain fell for some time, and as the piscator gets 


up his spirits a bit with the continued pluyial descent, it then rains hard for about 
a couple of hours, and then as suddenly shuts up, much to the chagrin and disgust 
of the trout and salmon deyotee. The rivers are at present very low and exceedingly 
dirty, and we will require a flood of fully 6ft. to clean the streams, and make fishing 
what it ought to be ; but, as I heard one angler remark to the other one day lately, 
“T say, Bill, nil desperandum, the clerk of the weather can’t for ever keep his water- 
wheels under control, and, depend on’t, we'll havea rare flood one of these days, or ’m 
a Dutchman.” Of the takes got during the past week little can be said ; the best was 
one of 441b., got on the Teviot, and one of 331b., got on the Tweed, These are all 
that have come under our notice. The Northumberland streams still seen: to 
yield a fair amount of trout, according to the reports from the various districts ; hut 
on the whole, fishing is very meagre. The salmon net-fishings at Berwick, and on 
the sea coast and river stations, do not improve much, and they also feel the effects 
of the want of a flood. Prices are much the same as last week, and grilse are not 
coming in so fast as the lessees could wish. The weather is very mild and warm, 
withthe wind in the Hast, veering southwards—MAXWHEEL, Kelso, 
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Erne AND LouGH MELVIN.—For the greater part of the past week the weather 
was very wet and stormy, with wind from south-west and occasional heavy thunder. 
However, salmon rose well, and considering the few rods on the river the returns 
are first-class. The following are the particulars for the week —Mr. H. Seton-Karr, 
M.P., on the 9th inst., two salmon, 1llb. and 91b., and a grilse of 81b. ; on the 10th, 
two salmon, 9Ib. each, and three grilse, 8, 54, and 5lb. ; on the 11th, one salmon, 91b., 
and a grilse of 8lb.; on the 12th, two salmon, 91b. each, and a grilse of 8lb. ; on the 
13th, one salmon, 101b. Capt. Barry, on the 10th, two salmon, 19} and 91b., and two 
grilse, 7} and 5lb. ; on the 11th, one salmon, 201b. ; on the 12th, one grilse, 6lb, ; on 
the 13th, two grilse, 7lb. each; on the 14th, one salmon, 91b. Dr. Ward, on the 
11th, two salmon, 17} and 1231b. ; on the 12th, two grilse, 8lb. each; on the ‘13th, 
one grilse, 741b. ; on the 14th, one salmon, 161b. Mr, A. Stubbs, ‘on ‘the 12th,*two 
salmon, 144 and 1041b. Mr. F. Moore, on the 9th, one salmon, 11lb;, and a grilse of 
7b. Trout-fishing on Lough Melvin improved a good deal during the week, and 
some good baskets were obtained.—M. RoGAN, JUN, Ballyshannon, co, Donegal, 
August 18th. 


TH SUIR AND Its TRIBUTARIES.—The nets closed here on the 16th (in reality on 
the 14th, Saturday and Sunday being weekly close time), so that for the remainder 
of the season, two months longer, the rods will have it all to themselves. We may 
expect some good sport now, for since Saturday we have had heavy rain every other 
day, and the consequent freshets will surely bring up the autumn fish, which, being 
unobstructed by nets in the tidal waters, will all the more readily take to the fly or 
artificial bait. I hope, therefore, in my next to have some good captures to report, 
especially on the waters about Clonmel, which, from the beginning of the season 
until now hayvé been: fished with nets,’ andj in consequence, not much value for 
angling. Trout fishing is now at its height, and the sport simply splendid. Good 
baskets are had every day, especially on the maim rivery where it,is, no rarity. to get 
from a dozen to two dozen in a day's fishing, averaging from }lb, to 1b, or upwards, 
—RICHARD BRADFORD, “9 : "5g 2 acne beaeneet 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


FULL LOCHS AND “SPENT” LOCHS. ; 

Srr,—I beg to thank Mr. Murdoch for his instructive and really exhilarating 
account of his fishing tour in Sutherlandshire. It has inspired me with a desire to 
be amongst the lochs he found so full of trout, and, if spared, I hope to be able to 
spend some time there next year. It is refreshing to find there is yet some fair 
sport to be had in Scotland, and that the sad decline in the trout stock of many once- 
famous lochs is not universal, or perhaps even general. : 

For the past fortnight I have been fishing lochs which I fished over thirty years 
ago, and I am bound to say that, compared with that time, when they were full of 
fine trout, they have fearfully fallen away. There are not now more than a tithe 
of trouts in number, and of not more than half the size. 

The deterioration of these lochs is frankly admitted by the hotel proprietors, who 
depend almost solely upon anglers for their incomes. These hotel-keepers are im- 
peratively called upon to take some steps towards replenishing the stock of trout in 
the lochs, for old anglers will cease to come to fish in empty waters, whilst the crop 
of novices, which develops each season, is not big enough to support those lochs 
which have only old traditions to rely upon. A few days ago, an old angler, stay- 
ing at the same hotel, observed to me that these lochs (he referred more particularly 
to the one we were then fishing) are bled to death. All going outy’and none being 
put in, with a continually-increasing number of anglers each year, we can expect no 
other issue than the desertion by anglers of these “spent” lochs, and also of the 
anglers’ retreats—the hotels. The very existence of these hotels depends upon a 
good stock of trout in the lochs, and the proprietors must needs bestir themselves 
(they may reckon upon the co-operation of anglers) to extensively breed and stock 
the lochs with trout of the best kind. Effort or expense applied in any other enter- 
prise would not yield so good a return to both hotel-keepers and anglers—to the one 
in money, and to the other in pleasure—as they would in fish culture and stock- 
ing the lochs to the full capacity of their feeding resources. 

I have no wish in the interest of the hotel-keepers, whose houses I found to 
be exceedingly well-conducted, to indicate the locality of these “spent” lochs ; 
but I do hope, for the good of all concerned, that steps may be taken not only 
to prevent the extermination of the trout, but to repopulate the lochs with the 
finest “race” of trout which can be obtained. A few more Loch Levens would 
be a blessing to all the anglers of the nation, and there is practically no diffi- 
culty in making them. Everyone has a rod in these days, and it takes a lot of 
fish to keep them employed. It is the failure to appreciate this*fact which is 
accountable for the lack ef effort and enterprise to keep up artificially the 
supply which a million artificial flies and other lures constantly being placed 
before the fish are as constantly decreasing.—I am, X&c., 

Lancaster, August 16. AN ANCIENT ANGLER. 

[Mr. MacFayden, of Cuilfail Hotel, Kimelford, N.B., has for some years past 
put a large number of Loch Leven trout into his lochs, with the result that 
every season now he gets more visitors, and they get better sport. We wish 
there were more Mr, MacFayden’s among our fishing hotel-keepers.—ED. | 





A SIMPLE FISH. 

Srr,—I don’t remember ever having read in any book on angling, or in any pisca- 
torial lucubration, of a fish silly enough to be caught with a bare hook. Sucha 
thing could no doubt be vouched for, amongst the other veracious and wonderful 
accidents perpetually occurring to the confirmed angler ; but I fancy it has never 
been asserted that for any particular species of fish an undisguised steel hook is a 


sufficiently attractive bait. Yet there is such a fish, and it is caught in thousands 
every year simply by angling with a bare hook. 

On the north-east coast of Scotland just now the seas are swarming with untold 
millions of herrings. To such density do the shoals sometimes attain, that about 
Stonehaven the fishing-boats have in some cases lost their nets through inability to 
haul them on board,the dead weight of strangled fish carrying all to the bottom. 
There is, however, a species of herring accompanying these large shoals similar in 
appearance, yet quite different in its habits of travel. While the prospective bloater 
revels in the open sea—often many miles from land—his similar I speak of hugs 
the coast, and swarms about the rocks and salmon nets planted in the sea. He is 
smaller in size and, if possible, brighter in appearance than the ordinary specimen, 
and inthe north of Scotland goes by the name of the “Dandy Herring.” His 
method of capture is most peculiar and simple. A common tinned haddock-hook, 
about the size of No. 4 or 5 Limerick, is whipped to a short thread of gut—the 
whipping being not much more than an }in., so as to show the long white shank. 
This you dip into the water—in short, angle with; and if you happen on a small 
shoal of them you will require all your fingers to attend to half-a-dozen hooks on a 
line, and every fish lawfully caught by the mouth, too! They simply go for the 
hook like mad, and in such numbers that a few nights ago two men had fifteen 
score inabout a couple of hours—not at all an uncommon thing. 

They come with the herring and go with the herring ; but whether they are ofa 
different species, or only a lost fringe of the great shoals, [cannot say. Their taste 
for a bare hook is, at any rate, peculiar, and if it could only be developed in their 
various freshwater brethren, what a simple affair angling would be !—I am, &c., 

Aberdeen. W. B. 

[This isa novelty certainly. The best “bare hook” story we have heard was 


when fishing recently on an Al club water on the Upper Lea with two members of. 


the Fly-Fishers’ Club. Oneof them, a member of the Club, was pointing out to us 
where monstrous trout had fought anddied. “There is,” said he, ‘a curious history 
about a big trout which used to live in that hole ; he was well known, everybody 
had tried him in vain with every bait, until one day an angler cast in a big, bare 
salmon-hook and the trout took it like a shot—he weighed 7lb. 530z.” “ Red-Spinner ” 
looked at us, and we looked at “ Red-Spinner”; but no word broke the stillness of 
the sultry atmosphere.—ED. | 





SPIDERS v. WINGED FLIES. 

Srr,—There is one pointin Mr, Cadman’s instructive essay on ‘‘ Wet Fly-Fishing ” 
to which I would call attention, as being so opposed to my own experience, that it 
is but right I should do so. Hesays, ‘‘ The hackled fly certainly kills more fish than 
the winged fly early in the season, before many flies appear on the water. Now I 
have always found the reverse—vyiz., that winged flies are the more deadly in the 
early spring, fine-dressed spiders in- the later part of the year ; and this seems to be 
the experience of all my friends who have noticed any difference. So much is this 
the case, that I have arrived at a theory the exact opposite of that advanced, not only 
by Mr. Cadman, but also by Mr. Pritt in ‘“ Yorkshire Trout Flies,’ who says that 
“Trout undoubtedly take a hackled fly for the insect just rising from the pupain a 
half-drowned state.” My own idea—and I advance it with all due deference to such 
an authority as Mr, Pritt, and one who is evidently a close observer like Mr. Cadman 
—is that the exact reverse is the case, and that the winged fly is taken for the Dun, 
or sub-imago, leaving its case under water; whereas the spider, or hackled fly, is 
taken for the perfect insect resting on the surface of the water, whose wings, being 
folded upwards from its back, can hardly be visible at all to the trout underneath. 
Of course my remarks apply chiefly to ordinary wet fly-fishing, and I may point out 
in corroboration of them how, when fishing with a sunk fly, there is nothing better 
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than “ Greenwell’s Glory,” almost the identical fly mentioned at the very end of Mr. 
Cadman’s able essay, except that gold twist is used as tinsel ; and that, so far at 
least as my own experience goes, it is of but little use except when deeply sunk, and 
is best when few fish are rising, as stated by Mr. Cadman. 

I hope that Mr. Cadman will not be vexed at my differing from him, but I have 
more and more given up the use of spiders in dull, cold weather during early spring, 
finding that I can do better with winged flies. It does not, of course, follow that 
what suits one person will suit another ; yet asa very strong advocate of spiders 
generally, I feel entitled also to point out the occasional advantages of winged flies 
even when sunk.—I am, Xc., 

Edinburgh. 


TO PREVENT HOOKS STICKING IN LANDING-NETS—A YARE QUERY. 

S1r,—Will you kindly inform me how to keep hooks from sticking in the meshes 
of a landing-net? Also whether leger-fishing for roach is better than float-fishing 
in the river Yare at Buckenham ?—I am, Xc., BUCKENHAM. 

[The only way to prevent hooks sticking in a landing-net is to have the net made 
stiff with varnish. Here is a cheap andsimple waterproof varnish which, we believe, 
will be found to answer admirably for landing-nets. We hope “ Buckenham” will 
try it and let us know the result. A few experiments should be made with string 
before a net is tried. Weshould prefer using the float at Buckenham for roach, as 
in experience of the Yare, there and at Brundall we have always found the float 
answer best. “Soap Varnishes.—These varnishes are valuable on account of their 
cheapness, their resistance to water, and their elasticity. The simplest mode of 
preparing them is as follows :—Tallow soap is boiled in rain water until a clear 
solution is formed, and the hot solution filtered through a cloth. It is then again 
heated, and after diluting with an equal volume of rain water precipitated with 
boiling solution of alum. The precipitated stearate of aluminium is washed several 
times with boiling water and dried, heated on a water-bath until transparent, and 
stirred into hot turpentine until it forms a thick varnish, which, if too thick, can 
be thinned with hot turpentine.”—This receipt is from the “ Techno-Chemical Receipt 
Book,” just published by Sampson Low and Co.—ED. | 

EE 


T, SPENCE. 





SALMON FisHEery Prosecution.—At South ‘Stockton recently, Robert and 
George Stockesley were charged atthe instance of the Tees Salmon Fishery Board 
with fishing in the Tees at Stockton with an improper net. Mr. F, L. Dodds prose- 
cuted. It was proved by Sergeant Mabon and Water-Bailiff Hankey that on the 
8rd inst. the defendants fished with a net the meshes of which were only lin. to 
18in. in size, whereas they should have been 2in. The consequence of this was that 
the defendants caught smaller fish than was desirable, the improvement of salmon 
fishing in the river being thereby retarded. The defendants pleaded that they were 
not responsible, since they were fishing for one Cowell and not for themselves. 
Cowell was called, and measured a mesh by thrusting a 2in, solid square into it, but 
Sergeant Mabon pointed out that this method of measurement was illegal, for it 
diminished the size of the four adjoining meshes through the forced expansion of the 
mesh into which the solid square was put. The defendants were each fined 23s, and 


8s. costs, and the net was ordered to be forfeited. 
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The “SWAN” HOTEL, 
WALTON-ON-THAMES, 


Proprietor, J. P, WHEELDON, late 
Angling Editor of “ Bell’s Life in 
London” and “ Land and Water.” 


Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately 
facing one of the best angling reaches of 
the Thames. Splendid TROUT-FISHING 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish 
being known to lie in Walton reach and 
the celebrated “ deeps.’’ Punts, fishermen, 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice. Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house haying been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 
from top to bottom, The Proprietor 
desires to make his house “an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire to learn the 
many mysteries of the “contemplative 
man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all 
styles and varieties of angling, and espe- 
cially in the little known practice of cast- 
ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 
Nottingham reel. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 
GAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 

“ Pike, perch, roach, &c.,are numerous.” 
—Anglers Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 





LYRMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 
LYNDALE HOTEL and 
FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 


FIRST-CLASS FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 
and under the same management. 

Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
sceneries in the North of Devon, with about 20 
miles of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 
mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 
Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams. 
Permission for Fishing can be obtained at the 
Hotels. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 
position of Hotels. 


WM. BEVAN, Proprietor. 


A 
4 ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
& WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 

visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 

Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 

West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 

ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 

pars their wants known through the medium 

0) e 

Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 

neighbourhood of these rivers, 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 
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served, Free to Visitors stopping at the 


LION HOTEL, FARNINGHAM. 


Under new management. French Chef. First- 
class Wines. Moderate Tariff. 


QULTON BROAD FISHERY, 
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(Preserved under the Norfolk and Suffolk Fisheries 
Act). 
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FISHING. 


- WANTED, FISHING in Subscription 
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Full particulars to F. W. FRANK, 
Redlands, Teddington. 
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Earl of Mars, Lord Stormont, His Grace the Duke of Argyle, Duke of Athole, Duke of St, Albans, 
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, fine cast, no splash, switching, and casting against wind. Warranted 
s that these Lines are not only the best, but the cheapest in 
Used and recommended by the Right Honourable Earl Ducie, 
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ANGLERS’ REGISTER FOR SCOTLAND, 


“ABERDEENSHIRE. | INVERNESS-SHIRE 
DEESIDE HYDROPATHIS 


ESTABLISHMENT, Invergarty Hotel 


; (* CHARMING RESOR Lord) 
Heatheot, near Aberdeen, N.B. Now open as rebuilt and enlarged. 
The Patients and Visitors at Heathcot have the 


ve the] Superior Accommodation and perfect 
privilege of Preserved celmon av Front iehing quietness. Very beautiful Highland 
Free over more than a mile of the far-famed River 
Dee (both sides of the river), which runs through | SCenery. Reasonable charges. Reduced 
the estate of Heathcot. In the constructing,furnish- | Tariff for Boarders for a week or longer. 
ing, and surroundings of the house no expense has | Excellent Trout and Ferox-Fishing. Boats 
been spared to secure the comfort and convenience . we a 
of Patients and Visitors. Particulars as to terms, free. Lawn Tennis. Post Horses. Drives 
&e., can be had from Dr. STEWART, Resident | to scenes of interest and pleasure parties 
Superintendent, Heathcot. arranged. Route, per Steamer to Cullochy 
Locks, Caledonian Canal. Hotel close by. 


IMPERYAL HOTEL, |Pectest tees: otccsstnane 


JOHN McINNES, Lessee. 
ABERDEEN. : 


“Personally patronised by the Royal Family. 


The “IMPERIAL” is close to the Railway Sta- 
tion, and within easy access of the fishings on the 
rivers Dee and Don. 











SALMON FISHING, 
RIVER EARN. 
STEWART’S HOTEL, 


CRIEFF, N.B. 


All particulars regarding state of 
River, &c., forwarded on application. 


DUNCAN FORBES, Proprietor. 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
Sutherland Arms Hotel, 


Lairg, Sutherlandshire. 


J. A. BUTTERS, late of the Sligachan Hotel, 
Skye, has taken a lease of this comfortable Hotel. 
It is pleasantly situated close to 


Loch Shin, 


on which Boats are kept for the use of visitors, who 
have the privilege of fishing on it and other lochs. 
Flies kept in stock, Post and Telegraph Office at 


the Door, 
POSTING. 
*BUS MEETS TRAINS. 


LOCH AND SALMON 
FISHING. 
Forsinard Hotel, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

This comfortable Hotel, now a favourite resort 
of Anglers, is within fishing distance of a number 
of famous Lochs, including BADEN LOCH, Loch 
NA-SEALG, and Loch COORACH. 


BOATS FREE. 
HOTEL CHARGES MODERATE. 


Telegraph ad dress—“ Hotel Forsinard.” 


MELVICH HOTEL 


REAY HOTEL, 
SUTHERLAND. 


Parties staying at the above Hotel can {have 
splendid Trout Fishing in upwards of twelve of 
the finest lochs in Sutherland Free of Charge, and 
within Drivable Distance. Boats kept. Also 
excellent fea-Fishing and Bathing. Reautiful 
Scenery. Route, by Highland Railway to Thurso 
or Forsinard. 


POSTING IN ALLITS BRANCHES. 


ANGUS MORRISON 
(Late of Forsinard), PROPRIETOR. 


INVERSHIN HOTEL, 
SUTHERLAND 


(KENNETH MACKAY, Proprietor), 


Situated on the shore of the Kyle of Sutherland, 
amid scenery of the loveliest description, is a first- 
rate fishing centre. Fishing on the Lochs for 
Trout, and Sea Trout-fishing in the Kyle, FREE. 
No charge for boats. Posting. Excursions ar- 
ranged. Pike fishing. Special Tariff for Anglers 
from July to end of October. One minute’s walk 
from Invershin Station, Highland Railway. Salt- 
water Fishing and Bathing. 


FEROX AND TROUT FISHING FREE, 
OVERSCAIG HOTEL, Sutherlandshire 


Situated on the shore of Loch Shin, amid scenery 
of the loveliest description in the Northern 
Highlands, is a favourite resort for Anglers, 
Tourists, and Valetudinarians. The angling on 
several Lochs, including Merkland, Griam, and 
Shin is first rate. Fish caught from May to 
October—Trout from 2]b. to 41b., and Ferox from 
8lb. to 12lb. See Guide Books. Good Boats and 
Boatmen on all the Lochs, HIiverything done to 
insure the comfort of Visitors. Daily Mail, Post- 
ing. Partie; Boarded by the week or month, 
Route—by rail to Lairg. 


Gentlemen are boarded during the Season. 


Trout, Pike, and Perch Fishing. 


RITCHIE’S COMMERCIAL HOTEL, 
~-DINNET, DEESIDE. 


Unrivalled Mountain Scenery and Bracing Air. 
Points of interest at hand—Rob Roy's Cave, 
King Malcolm Canmore’s Hunting Seat, Morven 
of Snow; Glen Tanar. 

Parties boarded by the week or month. 


Sea Trout Fishing, 


~ RIVER YTHAN. 


UDNY ARMS HOTEL FISHERY, 
NEWBURGH BY ABERDEEN, 


BEST SEASON: FROM PRESENT TIME TILL 
OCTOBER. 

References to Mr. Murdoch, 164, Crown-street, 
Aberdeen, and Mr. Wm. Garden, 1224, Union- 
street, Aberdeen. The finest of Sea Bathing on the 
Newburgh Sands. Anglers Boarded during the 
season at a reduced tariff. Posting. 

J. RITCHIE. Lessee. 


FORBESARMSHOTEL, 
BRIDGE OF ALFORD, 


ABERDEENSHIRE, NB. 


J. MITCHELL - - Lessee. 


Visitors to the above Hotel have the privilege of 
salmon and trout-fishing free over three mile: of 
the river Don. For size and quality of trout the 
Don is well known to be one of the best rivers in 
Scotland, and on this section of the river good 
anglers might fairly calculate on securing baskets 
of from 20 to 25lb. daily. The Hotel has undergone 
a thorough renovation, and is now replete with 
every. comfort, combined with strictly moderate 
charges. Conyeyances to and from the water when 
desired. Particulars as to terms, &c., on applica- 
tion to the lessee. 


ARGYLLSHIRE. 
DALMALLY HOTEL, GLENORCHY 


Parties staying at the Dalmally Hotel can have 
excellent SALMON FISHING on the river ORCHY 
free, 


Loch Awe Hotel 


(Under the same Management). 


Excellent TROUT FISHING on LOCH AWE 
free. Experienced boatmen kept. Boats towed by 
steam-launch to the best fishing ground on the 
Loch, 


OCH AWE —FREE TROUT, 
SALMON, and SALMO-FEROX FISHING 
on LOCH AWE.—TAYCREGGAN HOTEL, North 
Portsonachan. First-class Hotel for Families and 
Anglers, close to Loch Awe at Portsonachan, half 
an hour's sail from Loch Awe Station, and one 
hour’s drive from Taynuilt Station. Replete with 
every convenience, Is the newrest first-class Hotel 
to Loch Awe, Loch Avich, Loch Nant, and ten 
other Hill Lochs, all Free to Visitors, and mostly 
within easy walking distance, and some of which 
have been stocked with Loch Leven Trout, and can 
only be fished by staying at this Hotel. ALL 
Steamers call at the Hotel Pier. Baths. Good 
Boats. Best Fishing Tackle, - Post Horses, 
Families Boarded, Lawn Tennis, 
A. and A. MUNRO. 
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CALASAIG INN, Island of Colonsay, 
DONALD M’NEILL is now ready to receive 
is Summer Visitors. His charges are strictly 
moderate, A run to this Island will be the 
happiest recollection in a man’s terrestrial career. 
Colonsay, in the Atlantic, is one of the most westerly 
of the Argyllshire Islands; has the purest atmo- 
sphere and mildest climate inthe West of Scotland; 
its scenery is beautiful and varied. Numerous 
sandy beaches and pools for Sea Bathing. Its 
grand gigantic cliffs, in front of which the Sea 
Gulls, Cormorants, and Hider Ducks float and 
scream continually in countless thousands; its 
pure yellow sandy beaches—some a mile wide—on 
which the never-ceasing Atlautic swell tumbles 
in and expends itself in white foam all over itssur- 
face ; its endless and extensive Caves, are sights 
that should be seen. Boats for Sailing and Sea 
Fishing kept. Parties staying at the Inn have 
permission, free of charge, to fish Trout on one of 
the Lochs, on which boats are kept. Connected 
with Colonsay during four hours at low water is 
‘the Island of Oronsay, on which are ancient and 
extensive buildings erected by St. Columba, being 
his first on arrival in Scotland. The Oronsay Cross 
is the finest specimen of early Christian seulpture 
in, the. West Highlands. Conveyances kept. 
Route.—To and from Glasgow, Oban, Jona, and 
Islay direct weekly. 





SUTHERLANDSHIRE, is situated in the 
centre of one of the best Trout-fishing districts, Six 
boats kept on the different loclis for the convenience 
of fishers. A Daily Mail Car from Lairg to Lochinver 
between which places the inn is about midway, 
passes the door. There are two steamers from 
Glasgow to Lochinver three times a week. To 
real lovers of trout-fishing this quiet spot requires 
only, to be known to be appreciated. There is 
accommodation for nine or ten, } uitable flies kept 
in stock. 
For particulars apply to 


CATHERINE A. McDONALD, 
Altnacealgach, Lairg, N.B, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. | 
SHOOTING! FISHING! SEA BATHING!| WILLIAM GARDEN, 





ALTNACEALGACH HOTEL 
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The Lochinver Hotel, 


; GUNMAKER, 
_ putherlandshire, | | -jo4;v@ ROD AND TACKLE 


ably enlarged, and the whole newly furnished. 

Salt water, hot and cold freshwater baths. SHOOT- MA NUFA G TURER, 
ING and SALMON FISHING by agreement. Trout 

Fishing, unsurpassed in Scotland, on over Forty ] 223 Uj Ni | OW ST A BERD EEN 
Lochs, Free by staying at the Hotel. Fourteen 2? y J ‘ i] 
Boats for the use of my guests. Steady boatmen and —————$——— 

gillies. Daily mail. Telegraph office and resident Large stock of Salmon, Trout, % and 
doctor next door. Board, per week, £3 3s. Attend- | Loch Flies to choose from. Ammunition 
ance, 10s, 6d. Route—By D. McBrayne’s steamers, | ofevery description. Special quotations 
almost daily in the season, to the Hotel Pier, Loch- | for a quantity. Cash with order Guns, 


inver, or by rail to Lairg Station, Highland Rail-| Fishing-Rods, and. Reels repaired or 
way, thence per Mail Car. made to order. 


TORE DU ANE Ee aneee. FLIES DRESSED TO PATTERN, 


THE “FISHING GAZETTE” PLIERS, 


DESIGNED BY R, B. MARSTON. 


These Pliers will be found extremely useful to all classes of Anglers, a8 they 
combine SIX USEFUL TOOLS IN ONG, viz, :— 


A. Strong round-nosed plier 
for every purpose of 
pliers. 

B. Knife for splitting shot 
large or small, 

co. Fine wire cutter. ° 

Dp. Strong wire cutter 

BE. Screwdriver. 

r. Rimer for making hole 
in wood, leather, &c., 0 
clearing out a ferrul 
when the top..or other 

(This cut is HALT THE SIZE of the Pliers.) joint is snapped off 
: shortinit. . 

The Pliers weigh only three ounces, and are made in the best manner and of the best 

steel, and will be found thoroughly reliable. 


CASH PRICE, 2s. 6d., or POST FREE, 2s. 9d. 


Sole Makers: WILSON and SON (late Barron and Wilson), 
7, KING WILLIAM STREET, STRAND, LONDON... 
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gMALLOGH’S New Patent 
#/ ‘CASTING REEL. 


See the Ficld, November 1st; the FISHING 
GazettE, Nov.9; Pictorial World, Oct. 9,. 
Any Angler can learn to cast well with it with Half-an- 

hour’s practice. 
A longer line can be cast than by any other Reel. a 
It can be used in situations where coiling on the ground is 
impossible. - 
There is no risk of fouling with sticks or grass, <A 
It will cast a lighter bait than a Nottingham Reel, 
In casting, the Reel cannot over-run, } ; 
Descriptive Circular and Price on Application, 
Prize Medals Awarded—National Fisheries Exhibition, 
Norwich, 1881, for Fishing Reels ; International Fisheries 
Exhibition, Edinburgh, 1882, For Fishing Reels and Gaffs. 
Received the Highest Awards inthe Worldatthe Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, 1883; Gold Medal for 
General Collection of Rods and Fishing Tackle ; Gold Medal 
for "i.es; Gold Medal for Salmon Reels ; Gold Medalfor 
Trc it Reels; Silver Medal for Trout Rods; Bronze Medal 
for Salmon Rods; Special Money Prize for Salmon Flies ; 
gpevial Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. Also, set 
Diplomas of Honour, 


TILE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. £ 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffts, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET.. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 


J. W. MARTIN 


(the “Trent Otter”), Wholesale, Retail, and Export Fishing Rod, Reel, and 
Tackle Manufacturer, 


24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, Notts. 


Salmon and Trout Rods of best quality ; Nottingham Reels made on the premises by new improved and 
accurate machinery. Special attention given to the famous Nottingham Rods and Tackle. Descriptive 
Catalogues sent post free to any address, Forty per cent, sayed by baying of a practical fisherman 
and direct from the workshop. : 


TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES (of good quality), KILLING BAITS (for all kinds of fish), 
Price 1g, per Pint. Free, on receipt of Stamps or Postal Order, of 
C. BRADLY, 62, JACOB STREET, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE. 


are | AN EXTRAORDINARY LURE, 
aM ns OO OEN "KING'S NATURAL 
FLY-TYING,) 


(REGISTERED) 
‘This most useful little work gives | Surpasses all others in ie reais ; has earned the 
° . * * approbation of all anglers,’ being admitted by 
very clear instructions in the beautiful | them to be most enticing for all bottom fish, and 
art of artificial fly-making, as well as} is one that never disappoints. 


much other practical matter, by a master, OF TACKLE DEALERS IN PACKETS, 


: i . 3d., 6d., and. 1s. each. 
a ado we and fish catching Wholesale by Allcock and Co.; Harrison, Bartleet 


and Co.; Woodfield and Sons, Redditch; H 
Oun be had, post free, by sending 23. 6d. in stampsto Walker, 53, Gresham-street, E.C., and others,” 


SAMPSON LOW...and CO,, Sh. do ehoubensW Din BddbdeagY -scasar 
188, Fleet Street, London!) 0). 57," COMMBRCIALAR OAD, LONDON, E. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE —Excursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver- 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, Londonefields, &c. Fares, 33,, 1s. 9d., 1s. 6d. 

For full particulars see Bills, 

London, August, 1886. 





WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

: MAY BLOSSOM. 
PRIZE MEDAL BIRD’S EYE, 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom, 











Ne Geehe ts CENT, 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &ec. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 


_Corresjiondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 


addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 








TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs, Sampson Low, Marston and Co. 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d. 
» Six Months Pe 5 4 
5, Three Months ,, oe s = re! rts 
To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE, 
188, Fleet-street, London, 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


” ” » ” see ceecencee 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


aS hOuncraZetle: 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 1886. 














PRIZEe ESSAY. 


AN ESSAY ON THE BEST PLACES FOR SEA-FISHING 
ROUND OUR COASTS, NAMES OF FISH, AND TIME OF 
YEAR WHEN FOUND. 


By F. S. PERKIN. 


IN my humble effort to compile an Essay at all calculated to do justice 
to the above heading, I may say, that being an ardent lover ofangling 
in any form whatever, it has always been my custom, when making 
arrangements for our annual holidays at the seaside, to select a place 
beat suited to combine the several attributes of beauty, health, and 
fishing ; and were I not going to invite the ladies and the rising gene- 
ration of piscators—or, in other words, our wives and families—to 
accompany us on this pleasing excursion, I should have reversed the trio and 
written the last first. But do [hear a bachelor brother ask, What are we to do? 
I answer, with all the modesty I can command, “ Go where the ladies go!” 
Taking it for granted, then, that the sea has a charm and attraction for all, 
and that in nine cases out of ten those who go there go not only for fishing, 
but for scenery, for change, for rest from toilsome labours, and to see much 
to please the eye and gladden the heart, where, then, is the man in this selfish 
world in which we live and move and have our fishing who, whilst making 
choice of happy hunting ground for his favourite sport, would not gladly com- 
bine the two ? 

In my annual visits to many of our English and Welsh watering-places, I 
have found no spot to equal Tenby, on the Pembroke coast, S. Wales, and if 
I have proved that a double attraction is desirable to the majority (and it would 
be admissible to the primary object in view), I will give a little outline of its 
character. 

Tenby was originally called Dynbych-y-Pysgod, or the Precipice of Fishes, 
or Denbigh the Fishy, and was occupied in ancient times by the Britons as an 
important fishing town. The coast-line from Pembroke, on the one side (distant 
eleven miles), and as far as the eye can reach round the Caermarthen coast on 
the other, is rock-bound, rugged, and beautiful, offering rare, varied, and un- 
limited research to the naturalist, the geologist, the tourist, and the fisherman 
alike. The cliffs are rich in ferns—between twenty and thirty varieties (some 










of them very rare) are found there. The sands are famous for the shells washed 
up from the Atlantic. Valuable specimens are often found, and it is said they 
comprise nearly half the entire number found in Great Britain. The town 
itself stands upon a rocky peninsula stretching out into the Bristol Channel, 
thus forming two distinct bays for bathing, called the North and South Sands. 


Before, and in, the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Tenby was of much commercial 
importance, and during her reign was fortified and strengthened as a military 
post. Interesting remains of the high and massive town walls, with their arch- 
ways, are still objects of curiosity. 

St’ Gatherine’s Rock—an island at high water, and which is still fortified— 
stands boldly out in the foreggound at a little distance, whilst at low water it 
is accessible from the beach, and from its curious natural formation, pierced 
by several caverns, and ablaze with crustacea, is an objection of great attrac- 
tion. 

The Castle Hill, so called from a castle having stood there, and of which 
portions still remain, is another mass of huge, and in some places precipitous, 
rocks, circular in shape, and nicely laid out with walks and seats. It forms the 
basking ground of the tourist and the headquarters of the bass-fisherman. 
Some two miles further out in the foreground is Caldy, an island of some pro- 
portions, on the tableland of which is a farm, and whose rocky outline affords 
fine bass-fishing. 

Nearer to the mainland, on the west, is St. Margaret’s Island, equally interest- 
ing to the fisherman and the tourist, as shoals of bass and other fish take refuge 
in its pierced and rugged sides. Opposite St. Margaret’s, and on the mainland, 
is a bold and conspicuous mass of rock called the Gilter Point, from which 
numbers of bass are caught, and between the two the fresh tides from the 
Atlantic sweep with terrific force. I have considered it necessary to give an 
outline of the numerous and lovely surroundings of this, the habitation of the 
wild birds, the dream of nature, and the garden of the fisherman, in order that 
one may see how varied and beautiful Nature has cut out for him his happy 
hunting ground. 

The waters round Tenby swarm with fish, and, if my memory serves me 
since August, 1884, has a fully-equipped fishing fleet of between twenty and 
thirty vessels. Tons of fish are landed weekly in favourable weather, varying 
from the sturgeon to the sprat (the former are rare ; but having seen, I can 
believe) ; whilst the primary sorts taken are turbot, dorey, conger, soles, plaice, 
whiting, brill, halibut, gurnet, mullet, mackerel, wrasse, lobster, crab, and oysters. 
Cod is largely caught in winter, and it is noteworthy that the Tenby cod are 
famed for delicate eating, being thick, fleshy, and fat, and are often sold in 
winter at a halfpenny per pound. The oyster fishery there was formerly of 
considerable importance, and oysters were largely exported ; but over-dredging 
has rendered the industry of less importance. Nevertheless, the Tenby oyster, 
when tasted, is something to remember. 

It may be inconsistent with the subject I have undertaken to dilate upon 
the charm this place has had for me—other than my own success—by watching 
the unloading of the fishing vessels, where tons of fish of all sizes, shapes, and 
descriptions are thrown in heaps upon the sands of the quay and conveyed in 
carts, baskets, and some dragged by ropes, up to the fish-houses by men, women, 
and children, where they are sorted, weighed, and consigned. Still, it proves 
to demonstration that we anglers have much to encourage our efforts, and if 
we fail the fault is our own. Preliminaries (will it be said unpardonably 
lengthy ones ?) over, let us dive into the sea and catch a fish! 

I think it is a recognised fact that of all shore-fishing the bass aftords the 
best sport. Let us deal with him first. April, May, August, and September 
are the best months. He is a most determined, strong, hard-fighting fish, and 
there is not a promontory or serrated rock round Tenby or its islands where he 
is not to be found ; but if your tackle is faulty, leave the consequences ta him 
and blame him not. A long, strong salmon rod, with a shortened top, is best, as 
in many places here (and those the very best) you have the strong tides to con- 
tend with, which more than double the strain, The choice of line, my reader, 
is yours, provided it be long and strong enough * an unwaterproofed one is best, 
as the salt water makes it brittle—the reel in proportion. An ordinary star- 
back pike-reel is a fair substitute when a salmon one is not at hand. You need 
not trouble about a single salmon gut casting-line—it is of no use. I found it 
out to my cost. The first time you try to hold him, smash it goes! His drives 
are furious, A yard of strong twisted gut, and a single bass hook, bring us to 
the bait, and their name is legion. The mussel, the sand-eel, or worm, a piece 
of his own skin (when you can get it!), or that of a sole or plaice, are each 
good in their way ; but there is a dainty morsel which is worth the lot put to- 
gether—it is only procurable at few places, but at Tenby it is very cheap and 
eommon, It is the liver of the wrasse, or there called the “ wray ”—an ugly 
flat fish, with a long tail, like that of a greyhound, minus the hair. If you treat 
the fishermen to a glass, or even ask them civilly without that accessory, they 
will allow you to cut open several of them and fill your bait-box with a quantity 
sufficient to last you several days by keeping it in a cool place and sprinkling it 
with a little salt. 

Take a piece half the size of the palm of your hand and tenderly pass the 
hook through and back again a time or two, so twisting it as to cover the bark 
and shank. A piece—say a couple of feet—of fine orange-coloured silk should 
now be whipped round the liver so as to form a nice compact bait about the 
size of a small hen’s egg. The silk is an excellent preventive against the strong 
tides washing off your bait, which is very tender, and also to prevent the bass 
sucking it away without getting hooked, as I have often found them do. Take 
now your lead bullet, or sinker, which must not be less than two ounces, or, in a 
strong tide, a three-ounce weight would be better ; tie it fast upon the bottom of 
your line, or at the junction of the yard casting-line ; no float is required. In 
making a cast, first coil out fifteen or twenty yards of line upon the rocks at 
your feet, and with twovor three yards let out from the point of the rod, take 
hold of the line in the left hand and gain an impetus by several underhand 
swings of increasing velocity ; then let go the line, and the bait is delivered to 
the desired spot, be it ten, fifteen, or twenty yards, and which should be two or 
three yards from the base of a ragged or serrated rock, which spot might be 
marked out by the eye at low water. 

The best time to fish for bass is in the spring tides and in rough and stormy 
weather. You should commence two or three hours before the tide is fully in, 
and if these fundamental signs occur in the early morning, so much the better 
—say from four to eight o'clock. In August, 1884, before six o’clock I landed 
three bass from the Castle Hill rocks, weighing exactly thirty pounds, losing 
three others equally large by smashing my tackle against the rocks ; and the 
morning previously a friend took five fish, upwards of fifty pounds, from the 
same rocks. The manipulating of the fish when hooked I will not dilate upon 
further than to say that by keeping the line between the finger and thumb you 
feel his touch the moment he takes the bait, and you must strike quick, and not 
lightly. He will soon make known to you his great strength, and you must 
look to him, or his first manoeuvre will be to rush in amongst the rocks. Here 
a long and strong rod is an advantage. Get him to the gaff as soon as practical, 
prepare another bait, and whilst admiring his sturdy proportions, light your 
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pipe, make another cast, and sit down upon the rocks, your pulse vibrating to 
the tune of another run, 

The bass is a bold fish when on the feed, and the fact of your having landed 
one five minutes before will not in amy way hinder your chance for another. 
There are days when the bass do not feed so well at the bottom, and float- 
fishing is best. Select a projecting point of the rocks where there is a strong 
current seaward, Use a two-ounce lead anda float large enough to carry it; 
adjust the former one foot, and the latter four feet, from the hook ; give your 
bait to the current, and let off line ad libitum. You may now play him to 
advantage, and the sport is scarcely inferior to the bold rushes of the lordly 
salmon. The rock bass are seldom caught under five pounds, and run up to 
fourteen. 

Now for the shoal bass. ‘These are caught out at sea, and I can never forget 
the exciting sport I have had with them at Tenby. They feed and move in 
shoals, and vary in size from four to eight pounds. Select a sailing or a rowing 
boat ; if the latter, a couple of strong and trustworthy men are necessary, and 
with your tackle and refreshments, run out with an ebb tide for.a couple of 
miles, fishing for mackerel as you proceed. ‘The men will find you baits and 


tackle, if required. Cast anchor off Caldy Island, and wait for the return of* 


the tide. Now is the time to prepare tackle and refresh the inner man. There 
is a bar or sandbank stretching from Caldy Island, and although too deep at 
low water to be visible, still it is excellent feeding-ground for the fish, and as 
the strong tides wash over it, the seas are something to remember. You must 
just keep your boat clear of this, or a disagreeable sensation is felt. My friend 
and self had two good men pulling hard for two hours, until the perspiration 
rolled off their faces, simply to hold our ground against the rush of the tide, 
without making a yard of headway. 

The signal for the sport is grand. The sea-birds, after resting upon the rocks 
during the ebb, now ravenous for food, will be seen perhaps a mile westward of 
you, in flocks, sailing about in the air and following the current, which they 
well know is bringing down the bass in shoals. ‘These latter make a sudden 
rush at the small fish, literally driving them up in the air, and following them 
out of water. This I have seen within eighty paces of the boat, until the sur- 
face is all in commotion. Now is the time for the birds ; down they come with 
a swoop, screeching and fighting in heaps of four or five for the dainty morsels 
of this truly interesting eruption. ‘They now ascend again into the air and 
await the next opportunity. The bass have now passed under our boat, and a 
scene lke the last takes place in our lee. Now it is our turn. The lines are 
let out, and drifting quickly in the strong current a run is momentary ; steadily, 
but surely, we haul them to the gaff, and in less than two hours we count twelve 
fish, weighing over sixty pounds. Ten of these were caught with the Colorado 
spoon-bait, two others with a piece of skin taken from the side of a captured 
bass. A quarter of an hour's steady pulling, broadside on, brings us to smoother 
water, and we run in with the tide, thankful for safety, and highly gratified by 
the few hours’ really exciting and exhilarating sport. 

Mackerel abound, but are small, in the Tenby waters, are very delicate eat- 
ing, and afford excellent sport during the summer months. Gurnet are also 
plentiful, and by fishing off the rocks, or mooring a boat close inshore, are 
often caught, weighing several pounds. Plaice are exceedingly numerous, and 
caught in great nnmbers some little distance out in the smooth waters of the 
bay ; indeed, it is not too much to say that the waters of Tenby abound with 
almost all kinds of fish, and it is seldom you try for them in vain, 

Barmouth, on the Welsh coast, I propose to nominate as my second string, 
possessing as it does every feature to please both the holiday seeker and the 
fisherman alike. It is situate upon the estuary of the river Mawd-dach. Its 
scenery is bold, striking, and beautiful. The houses seem to stand upon each 
other’s heads, built into, and upon, immense rocks on the background, and the 
principal streets and buildings of the town nestling at the foot. The sands are 
excellent for bathing, and the sea comparatively smooth and safe for boating 
and fishing, excepting on the bar, or sandbanks. An enormous group of moun- 
tains (the highest, Cader Idris, rising to a height of 2,500 feet) rise from the 
opposite or eastern side of the estuary, the views from which are sublime. The 
promoters of thé Cambrian Railway have thrown an immense bridge over the 
estuary upwards of a mile in length, over which trains are continually passing, 
alongside of which isa pleasing promenade and seats, which forms admirable 
ground for the bass and other fisherman, and at low water hundreds of large 
bass can be seen with their heads and shoulders stuck beneath the wooden cross- 
beams of the bridge. They are to be caught during the same months, and by 
the methods I have recommended under the head of Tenby. Other sea-fish are 
very numerous here, and plenty of trout-fishing (free) can be had in the 
numerous little streams and lakes in the neighbourhood, whilst the Mawd-dach 
and the Dovey afford fair trout and salmon-fishing. 

Ilfracombe, on the North Devon coast, is just one of those places which, once 
seen, is not easily forgotten, and although, from a piscatorial point of view, the 
boating part is not so attractive as those I have described, on account of its 
dangerous and rock-bound shore, yet it has a charm for the bold and adyen- 
turous fisherman. In winter good sport is to be had amongst the cod, conger, 
ling, and skate, fish of immense size being caught from the rocks, pier, and 
jetty, or in calm weather by boating, whilst whiting, pollack, dabs, brill, &c., 
are exceedingly plentiful inshore. Herrings are caught in winter also. In the 
spring, summer, and autumn months bay soles, plaice, bream, tamlin, eels, pout, 
mullet, and bass afford fine practice, both inshore and boating. Lobster and 
crab are also caught of great size with Rand-lines, or at low water in the clefts 
and holes in the rocks. The bass-fishing off Morthoe in autumn is very good. 
The angler will find numerous litile streams in the neighbourhood, such as the 
Tors, Landleigh, and Wilder, where numbers of trout are to be found ; but they 
run small. There are, however, I believe, trout of good size in the reservoir 
some two miles out, to fish for which you have to pay (if I remember right) 
2s. 6d. per weekly, or 5s. monthly, ticket, which are issued by the Clerk to the 
Town Council. ‘This reservoir is immensely deep, and although I have caught 
fish in it with the artificial lure, the water is too bright for its use, and I would 
strongly recommend the real minnow upon very fine tackle ; or if these are not 
procurable, a bottle of nicely-preserved ones would be the best substitute. 
There is also very nice trout-fishing in the streams at Lynton and Lynmouth, 
some miles away, coaches to which places run from Ilfracombe several times a 
week, ‘The scenery there is scarcely to be equalled in England. 

If my readers would like to go in for larger fish than those I have enumerated, 
and they have the necessary tackle, I may say that “shark” are occasionally 
taken when deep-sea fishing, and the sight of a “whale” is not unusual, on 
some curious mission of his own up Channel. 

_Ufracombe, with her bold, rocky outline, is a lovely spot, finely chiselled by 
Nature from the huge block of her foundations of old, and I would fain dwell 
upon the charm her many and ever-varying scenes of interest have had for me, 
did space permit ; but suffice it to say that the angler and the naturalist will 
find her coffers rich in treasures to see, to partake of, and’ to remember. Mr, 
Gosse’s work, “ Naturalist’s Rambles on the Devonshire Coast,” would be a 
useful guide thereto, 


Having, in our last selection, endeavoured to make choice of a spot exactly 
suited to the requirements of our bold and vigorous brother, let us try to find 
one suited to him whose zeal for sport is yet equal, but to whom it becomes a 
necessity to seek it— 

“Where sunshine warms the wintry air 
And cliffs defy the eastern breeze, 
Where man may sniff the fragrant dew 
And breathe the air that flowers breathe.” 


Such a spot is to be found upon the South Devon coast—i.e., Salcombe and 
Kingsbridge. These places nestle in a deep inlet of the sea on the South Deyon 
coast, the inner margins of which wander about in the most fantastic shapes of 
rocky coast, and so sheltered from cold winds that the myrtle and other equally 
tender shrubs clothe the shore in winter, whilst in summer the orange and lemon 
trees blossom and fruit in the open gardens. The mean winter temperature is 
only two degrees below that of Montpelier or Florence, and consequently the 
warmest of any place in England. The waters here are free, and flow in direct 
from the Atlantic. Shipbuilding and the fisheries are the staple industry of 
the people, whilst the shore-fishing in winter is not to be surpassed in England. 
The kinds of fish caught savour much of Ilfracombe. 

Asimple mention of Teignmouth, Devon, and Whitby, on the Usk, Yorkshire 
(a description of which space will not permit), completes a list of places which, to 
my mind, are not to be equalled by a similar number round our coast for sea-fish- 
ing, and although the language in which I have clothed my description of them 
may be considered below the standard of par excellence necessary to qualify the 
effort, still I claim to have written without ostentation, with a simple and honest 
desire to please and to edify, and to have guarded myself against exaggeration. 
And to those of my learned brothers whose duty it will be to sit upon meas critics 
Icommend my best efforts, in the hope that they will deal with meas though they 
loved me, and be 

To my faults a little blind, 
But to my virtues very kind. 





A WEEK AT A FARMHOUSE. 
By “ THE AMATEUR ANGLER.” 
(Continued from page 107.) 


WHEN the shadowy Captain Cuthbert Clutterbuck had retired from 
being buffeted up and down the world in the service of his country 
on the enjoyment of a clean shirt and a guinea four times a week, 
and before he found his true vocation as the antiquarian and 
historian of the ruins of the monastery of Kennaquhair, he made the 
great discovery that, “in order to enjoy leisure it is absolutely 
necessary that it should be preceded by occupation.” 

“For some time,” says he, “it was delightful to wake at daybreak 
dreaming of the reveille—then to recollect my happy emancipa- 
tion, turn on my other side, damn the parade, and go to sleep 
again! But even this enjoyment had its termination, and time 
began to hang heavy on my hands.” 

The Captain adds that he angled for two days, during which time he “lost 
twenty hooks and several scores of yards of gut and line, and caught not even a 
minnow.” Other experiments for killing time he tried, and at length had 
nothing for it but “to walk in the churchyard and whistle till it was dinner 
time.” 

Friday was a terrific day for me ; a steady downpour with no cessation. For 
a busy man “the happy vacuity of all employment” was delicious enough in 
anticipation ; but how to spend this “ happy vacuity” in a farmhouse on a 
rainy day was a problem time helped me to solve somehow. It was a 
day to be remembered at the farm. Two sons were busy in 
preparing for their voyage to South America—the one in charge of the 
animals I have previously mentioned, and the other in charge of a similar lot of 
animals for a neighbour. Packing sacks of chopped provender for the cattle, 
branding the animals, and starting them off to the railway made a busy time. 
All were cleared off at an early hour. The master had gone with his sons to 
Liverpool, and I had to get through the wet day as I best could. I, too, was 
almost reduced “ to whistle till dinner time.” 

I well remember a similar day spent in another farmhouse many years ago, 
and this is how we spent it :— 

It rained in torrents all day ; there was no cessation of the steady, straight 
downpour from early morning till late at night. On that occasion we were a 
houseful of visitors, young and old, and we were weatherbound. I might, it is 
true, have gone a-fishing, as I have done before on a wet August morning ; 
but then there were glimpses of hope, bits of blue breaking now and then 
through the clouds. On this occasion there was no such hope; the sky was 
leaden all around, and so we stayed at home. 

There were a dozen girls and boys, ranging from 7 to 14; a country parson 
and his wife, come on a visit from a distant county ; and two other married 
couples What could be done to amuse such a party on such a day in such a 
place + 

A bright.and enthusiastic youngster of 10 suggested that we should all go to 
the barn and have a swing !—and to the barn we went. The distance was only 
across the fold, but mackintoshes and umbrellas were needed for this short 
excursion of a hundred yards. The barn floor was soon cleared; a strong 
waggon rope was attached to the crossbeams on each side, and so a capital swing 
was made, a whisp of straw being tied on to form a comfortable seat. 

Our venerable, bald, and fat friend, the parson, entered into the fun with zest, 
and it was voted that, as he was the oldest and by far the heaviest of the com- 
pany, he should have the first go! If the rope and timbers would bear his 
enormous weight they would certainly be quite safe for all the rest; so the 
parson was the first to mount the swing. Under his weight the timbers creaked 
and the rope seemed to stretch ; but all held firmly. The youngsters swung 
the parson, and the parson swung the rope till his toes before and his heels 
behind kicked the rafters front and back, and it certainly was amusing to see 
this jolly old boy of twenty stone and upwards swinging through the air to the 
children’s song, varied for the occasion : 


“The Parson, the Baker, 
The Candlestick maker, 
Spick, span, randerry Dan, 
One for the Master, and one for the Man, 
One for the King, and one for the Queen, 
And a last toss over the bowling-green.” 


Our parson laughed at the ludicrous exhibition he was making till he grew 
red in the face ; but it was not till he began to show gasping signs of apoplexy 
that he was gradually allowed to die down, and descend from his perilous 
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position, Then his wife, as jolly and almost as fat as himself, was urged to 
take her turn : but she would not be persuaded. 

When, “barring all pother, ‘twixt one and the t’other,” we had all 
been kings and queens of the swing in our turn, and had had 
enough of it, we turned our attention to “Egg in the Hat,” “Turn the 
Trencher,” ‘‘ Blindman’s Buff,” and other juvenile games. Our parson was a 
grave and severe divyine—a local celebrity as a preacher and worker—and we 
feared he would have lectured us on our lightmindedness and frivolity, for he 
had begun by patting a bright little girl, and assuring her that “ folly is bound 
up in the heart of a child,” and the youngsters all feared lest he should seek to 
improve the occasion in a more serious way ; but he proved to be what they 
irreverently called “a jolly old cock.” He acknowledged that he had not spent 
a merrier or pleasanter day for many a year than this time of forced relaxation 
from thoughtful study and hard work on a rainy day in an old farmhouse. 

That was the way we spent a wet day long ago. Of the children of that time, 
some, alas! are dead ; some are fathers and mothers, and are scattered hither 
and thither over the wide world. Now, let me tell you how I spent last Friday. 
I had somehow to get through a day as like that other day for steadiness of 
downpour as could well be. 

Playing at chess with a young lady for two hours helped us along agreeably 
enough till lunch time; then, covered by my mackintosh, I went out to the 
farmyard to look at the animals and the bedraggled poultry, and to watch three 
swallows feeding their lazy young ones. They could fly just as well as the old 
birds ; but they preferred to sit on a rail in a row for ten minutes at a time, 
now and then fluttering their wings to shake the rain off, whilst the old birds 
busied themselves in the pelting rain by flitting round for flies, which, whilst 
flying, they would drop into the greedy maws of the idle young birds, twittering 
and fluttering their expectant wings on the rail. 

Then I took an axe with the intention of performing some Gladstonian feats 
in the woodhouse ; of that operation I soon tired. As a last resource and a 
happy thought, I found an old scythe, and, in spite of rain, I sallied forth into 
the orchard to mow thistles, of which there was a too plentiful crop. Now at 
last have I found my true vocation, I astonished myself at the neatness with 
which I could swing the scythe and “lay low the slender” thistles! I worked 
till the perspiration poured through my mackintosh. I came upon a strong bed 
of nettles. I was going to attack them, but I was warned off. There was a sad 
tragedy connected with those nettles : they formed the covering of a sepulchre ; 
they sprang from the bodies of a hundred ewes buried underneath ! 

These splendid Shropshire Downs had fallen victims to an epidemic which ran 
through the country four years ago. They all died in two days—a sad and 
euaday loss to the farmer of full £300. I did not venture on that bed of 
nettles. 

After dinner, another game of chess, and so to bed, but not to sleep—my 
bones ached too much for that. Swinging an axe or a scythe is splendid exer. 

cise for the muscles, but then the muscles have to become used to such exercises 
—imine had not. 

The doings of two more days have I still to relate, a further instalment 
whereof shall, if desired, be sent to you next week. 


(To be continued. ) 





A FEW CURSORY REMARKS ON LEGERING FOR CARP IN 
STILL WATERS. 


(Concluded from page 66.) 


Pray.—The great mistake many anglers make when they hook a fish is in 
attempting to get it into the net long before it is exhausted. In their determina- 
tion to land it at all risks, they give it every opportunity to escape. A good deal 
of this is the result of nervousness. I have seen precisely the same thing occur in 
jack-fishing—once at Stoke Newington Reservoirs in particular, where, one 
October, I landed a lovely fish of about 11lb. with the naked hands for an old 
4 pop ets obstinate friend of mine, and for which I had to pay pretty 

early. 

My motto is, get all the play out of your fish possible, for what on earth is 
the use of hooking a fish unless it is properly played? No sooner has a fish been 
struck, and almost before it could be considered in play, I have heard them bawl 
out, “ Now, then, get the net ready!” But they very often reckoned without 
their host, for before the net has been required, Mr. Carp has broken away and 
retired into some quiet corner to contemplate over his past folly, wondering how 
he could have been such a confounded fool. 

Directly a fish is hooked the line should always be kept taut, and humour your 
fish until you see with what kind of customer you have to deal. To a novice 
these may seem strange words ; but sometimes a good-sized carp, after coming 
very quietly along for a certain distance, is in the habit of going off ata tangent 
with a terrible rush that will make the reel scream again, the blood mount to 
your temples, and every fibre of your body thrill, and upset all your calcula- 


if there is the slightest “‘ hitch "—something must go smash, and something very 
often does. You might just as well attempt to stop an express train going at 
full speed with an umbrella as try to stop a geod carp under these circum- 
stances ; therefore, all you have to do is to let him go—take your time, and do 
not get flurried, and when you are getting him pretty close to the shore, should 
he make a plunge, instantly give line. I have seen several carp lost at this 
critical moment. 

CasTING.—In nineteen cases out of twenty, in all still waters—and more 
especially where there are many trees, flags, reeds, rushes, &c.—there is always a 
considerable amount of mud on the bottom, and as the great object of the angler 
is, or should be, to keep his bait thoroughly exposed (be it gentles, paste, or 
worms) and well on the top of the muddy bottom, he should fish as light as pos- 
sible, and seldom use a weight of any kind, except the three or four shots 
alluded to in my last letter. Even in float-fishing, in my opinion, the shots are 
better on the ground and out of sight, both in carp and tench-fishing ; there- 
fore, whoever you are, you will find it far better and more convenient to adopt 
the Thames style when casting—there can be no question that, in this particular 
instance, there is less likelihood of getting “hitched” and throwing off the 
groundbait than when casting from the reel: longer distances can be covered, 
and the bait thrown more neatly and with much greater ease and _ precision. 


Some anglers can cover forty, fifty, and even sixty yards with a little care. 


When you hold the rod in the right hand (unless you are left-handed), with the 
loose line held in the left, do not put more force into the throw than is abso- 
lutely necessary (more especially when casting from the reel), and make sure and 
let go the line held in the left hand the instant the cast is made with the right. 
A steady, neat, careful swing of the rod-top will be found sufficient. Of course, 
the force of the swing or ‘“‘sweep” must entirely depend on the distance you 
wish to throw ; but do not throw out as though you had got on a 60z. or 80z. 
dace, or you will probably see your pellet of groundbait flying in quite a different 
direction to which you wish it to go, and endeavour to get the bait nicely “ on 
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the swing” before attempting to make the cast, This is half the battle. Be 
very careful here. If you find you cannot throw in this style (though nothing 
can be easier), then squeeze the groundbait into as close a ball as possible, pay 
the line very carefully out, and throw or pitch the bait with your hand, only be 
very careful the line does not get round your ears, or you may find yourself 
minus a portion of those useful appendages. 

When I say “there is less likelihood of throwing off the groundbait,” you 
must be good enough to remember that nearly every fisherman who angles for 
carp in this water dispenses with a lead or bullet, &«. To compensate for this, 
he simply uses a piece of very stiff groundbait ; and, with your permission, I will 
now refer to the notes which Mr. Newman so kindly sent me—a most successful 
angler for carp, being first for gross weight at the above water both last season 
and this. He says :— 

Anour GrounpBAIt.— The best and cleanest groundbait—or, rather, what 
is used to carry out the line by squeezing the same round the shots—is plain bran 
and bread kneaded well and hard ; it will soak and fall from the gut ina few 
minutes, leaving the tackle and baits perfectly free, which is very important, as 
the slightest check sends Mr. Carp off in a terrible fright ; but my groundbait 
proper is precisely the same as that I put on the hooks. At intervals I throw 
about six or seven pieces, about the same size that I put on the hooks, as near 
my bait as possible. It does not disturb the water, being small and light, and 
the carp pick up some of these pieces, and it gives them courage and confidence. 

; Tt would be impossible to throw the ordinary groundbait such long dis- 
tances.” 

I quite agree, for I do not hold with such heaps of groundbait, for it is very 
seldom that more than two or three carp are taken in a day—not one time in 
twenty ; then, why all this groundbait ? 

Best Time and Wrnp.—He says: “The most favourable time to take carp 
I have always found is from 3 until 7 p.m. ; but on dull days I have had bites 
all through the day. The state of the wind is one of the very points which the 
angler should study. You can nearly always catch carp when the wind is blow- 
ing from the south-west. I have found it the best wind for carp-fishing. From 
the end of March until the end of July I think is the best time of the year, not 
forgetting the end of September and the first half of October.” 

Unfortunately, much of this time would be lost to those anglers who re- 
ligiously observe the close months, though I think Mr. Newman is about right. 

In carp-fishing it should always be the chief aim of the angler to keep the fish 
in the locality they most affect, and, if possible, never disturb them. You 
must, of course, put on a large measure of patience, and sooner or later you will 
be rewarded. 

Referring to the silly and excessive use of groundbait, Mr. Newman told me 
he was at the lake one day and he saw a youth fishing for carp near the Cottage 
who had got three half-quartern loayes, half a peck of meal, and a peck of bran, 
enough groundbait to last for a month—i.e., when fishing for carp. Ground- 
bait sufficient to fill a quart pot is ample. I refer to that used to carry out the 
line ; whilst much less paste would be sufficient, say, half a pint. 

The enormous quantity of groundbait that is thrown into the lake from 
time to time goes bad and sour, and must have a deleterious effect on the 
swims. 

Posrrion or Line.—After you have made the cast, wind up the slack in the 
most gentle manner until you feel a slight resistance from the groundbait, then 
stop, and allow about 12in. or 15in. of line to hang loose from the top of the 
rod, and on that bit of line you must keep your eye ; in fact, you should look 
upon that as though it were the float. My friend says : “Do not wind up the 
line directly after casting ; wait until the bait is well on the bottom, and then 
you can tighten the line very gently, and do not have more than 8in. or Yin. of 
slack between the rod top and the water.” “ May difference of opinion never 
alter friendship,” say I. 

Brres.—Mr. Newman says, and says very truly, (1) ‘‘ The carp angler ought 

never to take his eye off the line. When the angler perceives a bite the line will 
often be seen to go out about 3in. ; then look out, perhaps it will go another 2in. 
or 3in.; look out sharper”—the carp is what we term in the Midlands 
“niggling ”—“ presently the line will become quite tight, then strike rather 
sharply, and if you do not hook a fish blame yourself and not the fish.” I have 
hooked nine out of ten fish from bites of this kind. (2) “If the carp rushes off 
with the bait do not strike him, but pick the rod up and tighten upon him ; 
if you strike he will probably bolt, and you will most likely get smashed 
up.” (3) “Sometimes carp will take the line out steadily like a sail ; then strike 
gently, as they are always the best fish.” So you will perceive that there are 
several different ways in which to strike, all of which should be carefully studied 
by the novice. : 
His Paste.—He says : “The most deadly bait that I have ever used is made 
in the following manner : Take an arrowroot biscuit and soak it until it is soft ; 
afterwards squeeze out the water and put the residue into a clean cloth ; then 
take a Neville’s loaf one day old, crumble sufficient of the inside into the wet 
biscuit to enable you to work up together until it is a hard, stiffish lump—never 
use it when soft. T have found this the best of pastes, and I have taken 
some of my best carp with it after it has been on the hook quite two hours. 
; It is very binding to the hook, and when a fish takes it and you strike it 
flies off easily. Many anglers only use the inside of the biscuit ; others swear 
by the inside of a French roll and potato paste.” His paste can be made up-at 
the water-side ; the great secret is to work in the crumbs of the loaf well into 
the biscuit. 

TRIANGLES.—I do not use triangle hooks in paste-fishing for carp. The 
three hooks hold the bait too tightly, and many good fish are lost for this reason.” 
I quite agree with this idea. 

‘A few words on the use of worms and I have done. Fine, large, fat, red, 
garden worms well scoured are the worms I should use ; but sometimes they 
preferacockspur. Those taken from underneath old heaps of rubbish, vegetable 
refuse, horse dung, and scraps from the house are the worms I mean—about 
1}in. long, with a lovely silver streak running down the back, having quite a 
metallic lustre. 

Whether you use a float or not, the bait should be well on the bottom. I 
certainly prefer a float. Be sure you never strike until the float is well on the 
run or sailing away, and then not too hard. What I mean is, be certain he has 
gone with the bait, for carp will sometimes take the float almost under several 
times ina very careful, artful, cunning manner, but it will instantly rise again ; 
they are merely sucking or “ testing” the bait. ae 

They may be struck a little sooner when using gentles. Tn my opinion they 
should not be struck until the float has gone clean out of sight, or 1s sailing 
away, when a miss should be next to impossible. 

I may just mention that it is quite impossible to throw out the pellet ‘of 
ground-bait with a rod too whippy. Better use a jack rod than such a weanpr 


[eRe we cere SEES OAT 
ee 


GirToN girls are said to be so modest that they will not work out improper 
fractions, 
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NOTES. 


WE understand, from a subscriber at Hull, that there is a great want of a good 
strong local Fisheries Preservation Association to take up the stocking and pre- 
servation of the river Hull and its tributaries. We hope that our correspondent 
will get a few others to help him in calling a meeting of anglers to con- 
sider the matter, and have no doubt that such a society could be established, 
and would prove most useful. We never advise fry being put in to stock 
a river if yearling fish can be got. One yearling is worth many hundreds of 
fry. 
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T. H. GC. writes :—“ Not long ago I was, with my son, trolling for jack from 
a boat on Bowood Lake, the seat of the Marquis of Lansdowne. Cleverley, 
the boatman, was rowing, when I and my son almost simultaneously hooked a 
fish each. I told my son to get his in first, and I laid down my rod and landed 
his fish—a strong jack of 5lb. I then proceeded to get in mine, and as I wound 
on and on all slack, I exclaimed, “ He’s let go!” However, I wound on 
until I finished in the mouth of the fish in the boat. He had taken both 
baits.” 

* * * * * 

The Perthshire Advertiser is responsible for the following :—A gentleman, 
angling on the Tay, in the neighbourhood of Dalguse the other evening, met 
with a rather unusual experience. After fishing for some time with artificial 
fly with only fair results, he put a bait-hook through the lip of a small trout, 
made it fast to his cast, and threw in at the head of a large pool. <A fish must 
have been on the outlook for food, as no sooner did the bait touch the water 
than it was seized witha gulp. The angler, forgetful of the fact that his tackle 
was rather light, struck somewhat sharply, with the result that the gat broke. 
He secured another small trout, and fixing it in a Stewart tackle, agaiu tried the 
stream. Once more the bait was seized with lightning-like rapidity : but 
greater caution was on this occasion exercised, and the tackle proved sufficient 
for the strain. The fish was strong and powerful, and made several rapid runs 
up and down the whole length of the pool, the struggle proving so severe for 
the angler that large beads of perspiration rolled down his face. After some 
time the fish temporarily gave up the fight and sulked in the slack water near 
the head of the pool, evidently trying to wear through the tackle. During this 
time a bat in search of his evening meal—breakfast rather than supper, perhaps 
—came flying along the surface of the water, and being accidentally caught on 
a fly hook which had been left on the upper part of the cast, flew wildly about 
both in and out of the water within a couple of feet above the nose of the 
hooked fish. ‘This once more caused the voracity of the latter to get the better 
of it, as, leaping clean out of the water several times, it made desperate but 
unsuccessful attempts to seize the unlucky bat. The excitement of the gentle- 
man on the bank was thus naturally greatly increased, and being now anxious 
to make sure of his prey with as little delay as possible, he gently persuaded 
the fish into the strong water, where it was soon worn out, and after being fast 
for twenty-five minutes, it at last, in the grey gloaming, lay panting on the 
bank, along with the bat, which was still making strenuous efforts to escape. 
Then, to his no small disappointment, the angler discovered that, instead of the 
10 or 12lb. newly-run grilse which the fight had led him to expect, he had cap- 
tured a pike of nearly three feet in length. His pikeship, however, was in fine 
condition, and, with good cooking, proved a very palatable portion of the next 
day’s table supply. On being opened up, not only broken cast and the small 
trout upon it, but three other trout were found in the pike’s stomach, thus 
exemplifying to some extent the remark of old Izaak that “the pike is the 
most voracious of fish.” 

* * & Ea 

This story “takes the cake” this week. Here is a pike which, after swallow- 
ing one hook, immediately takes another, and then, in the middle of a long 
fight for life, stops to try and catch a bat, making “desperate but unsuccessful 
efforts ” to do so. 

% S a % Es 

No wonder “The Amateur Angler” despairs of ever attaining to anything 

but a back seat ‘among your honourable and intelligent contributors.” 
“ 2 ae a 

The elaboration of true fish stories has not been reserved entirely for the 
moderns. We find the following in a musty old chronicle of Giraldus, a writer 
of the 12th century :—‘‘In Normandy, a few days before the death of Henry 
the Second, the fish of a certain pool near Sees, five miles from the castle of 
Exme, fought during the night so furiously with each other, both in the water 
and out of it, that the neighbouring people were attracted by the noise to the 
spot, and so desperate was the conflict that scarcely a fish was found alive in 
the morning—thus, by a wonderful and unheard-of prognostic, foretelling the 
death of one by that of many.” 

* ° a * * 

The question of permitting angling in the ornamental waters of the London 

parks has been referred to again in Parliament :— 


“ ANGLING IN THE PARKS, 


“ Mr, Lawson asked the First Commissioner of Works why the public were pre- 
vented from angling in the ornamental waters of Regent’s Park and the other parks 
of the metropolis, and whether he would rescind the prohibition ? 

“Mr, Plunket : I can assure the hon,.member that it is my wish that Regent’s Park 
and the other parks of the metropolis should be made available for the recreation of 
the public as much as is possible. But there are very great difficulties in the way 
of allowing angling in these ornamental waters. In the first place, it is obvious 
that it would be impossible that all the inhabitants of London should be allowed to 
fish there. (Laughter.) And it would be a very invidious and difficult matter to 
arrange any system of selection of particular individuals, I am informed that the 
main reason why the prohibition was originally introduced was that it was found 
by experience that the banks of the waters, and, indeed, all the grass in the neigh- 
bourhood, were seriously damaged by people tearing up the ground in search of bait 
and in other ways ; and it was considered that the disfigurement thus caused to the 
appearance of the parks was quite out of proportion to the enjoyment of those 
actually engaged in the sport of angling. (Hear, hear.)” 

a & a 

The only anglers who would care to fish in the ornamental waters of the London 
parks are those whose means prevent them going farther a-field. It seems hard 
that they should be shut out because a few tufts of grass were pulled up many 
years ago by urchins in search of worms wherewith to beguile sticklebacks. 
Angling before eight o'clock in the morning might be permitted without damage 
being done to anything, and with great good to hundreds of men who ought to 
be encouraged to get fresh air. 

a & & it e 

The great value of our parks is to provide healthy recreation grounds for the 
poorer classes of the metropolis, and not merely a pleasant lounge for the 
“ upper ten.” Any amusement likely to lead to the increased use of the parks 
by the labouring classes should be encouraged. What if the grass is trodden 
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down a little (we cannot swallow the “pulling up” statement), and the trim 
appearance of the borders of the lake lost.. Some thousands of mortals, whose 
paths are not strewn too deeply with roses, will have experienced the pleasure 
derived from the pursuit of the contemplative man’s recreation, and surely that 
is sufficient compensation. We hope the question will not be allowed to rest. 
The prohibition of angling in the parks might at least be rescinded for a few 
months as an experiment, and could be reinforced at any time, if found 
necessary. 
& % ES cs cS 

We have often heard people say that the prohibition of steam-launches on 
the Thames would render that river one of the most charming pleasure resorts 
in creation. To all whom it may concern, therefore, we give notice that, accord- 
ing to rumour, Marsh Lock will be closed for three weeks, commencing on the 
1st of September, and that the portions of the Thames in that district will, 
in consequence, be tolerably clear from the demon steamboats during that 


period. 
% 
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The people of-Westray have made a noble basket of fish. A boat homeward 
bound from the Lammas market of Kirkwall was passing through the Firth, 
when her crew sighted a large shoal of whales. Notice was at once given to 
the people on shore, who, jumping into their boats, surrounded the whales, and 
among an indescribable scene of excitement drove them on shore. <A party of 
English tourists who had been seal-shooting brought their guns into play and 
helped to increase the general din. No less than one hundred and thirty whales 
were captured, averaging in length about twenty feet. Ina day or two Westray 
will be odoriferous, if we mistake not. 

= % 3 % 2 

There have been two cases recently of illegal fishing with fixed engines. At 
the Tynemouth Petty Sessions two fishermen, of Newbiggen, named Robinson, 
were fined 2s. 6d. cach, with costs ; and at the Troedegram Petty Sessions John 
Morgan, of Cilgerran, was fined £5 for using fine fixed nets in the Tivy. This 
last individual has been twice before convicted. if 

Bream seen to be very plentiful at the present,time in the river Bure, Mr. 
Cutcheside, of the White Horse Inn, Coltishall, caught, yesterday, near his own 
house, nine bream, weighing 40lb., the largest scaling lb. BOI O.Cun Gees 

* %* * * 


All anglers who know that fine trout stream, Lunan Waiter, will regret to 
heir that it was poisoned with lime last week, and large numbers offine troat 
de stroyed. 

o % i % 

Mr. Paul, the live fish importer and editor of Fish Culture, is getting up a 
company for the purpose of renting ponds and other waters within ten or 
twenty miles of London. He advertises for waters in our columes this week, 
and offers a commission to anyone who gives information which leads to his 
securing suitable waters. The ponds are to be used for fish-culture ; bat we 
can assure Mr. Paul that he will make a mistake if he does not use a portion of 
them for angling purposes—we mean, to let rods to anglers by the day, week, &c. 
We are certain this would pay better than fish-culture. - 

* * * * * 

The note we published a fortnight ago about Major Hill’s fight with the 
salmon has been copied into nearly every paper in the country. The Scotsman 
publishes the following letter :— 


“THE ANGLING ‘RECORD.’ 

“ Srr,—In a paragraph which appeared in your issue of this morning, and which 
is taken from the Frsuing GAZETTE, it is claimed for Major Hill—who, having 
hooked a salmon, stuck to it for twelve hours—that he has ‘certainly established a 
“yecord” among his fellows.’ Twelve hours is certainly a lonz time to hold on to 
a fish; but a similar feat has been accomplished much nearer our own doors than 
the river Wye. About two years ago a gamekeeper, who was well known to the 
writer, hooked a salmon in the morning while fishing for trout in the river Doon, 
and it was half-past eleven at night when the stubborn fish gave up the struggle. 
During the time it was on, the salmon frequently lay at the bottom of the stream 
for more than an hour ata time, and could only be driven from its retreat by the 
use of a boat, from which a pole was thrust into the water. The tackle being ex- 
tremely fine, the gut was severed during one of the sulking fits and attached to a 
much stronger line. The angler was dragged over rocks and stones, up to his waist 
in the water, and ultimately had to be relieved by his brother, who successfully 
landed the fish. But I believe he was more than twelve hours at it himself, and 
that the ‘record’ might fairly be claimed for him, especially as the hook was a small 
one for trout, and as the fish was in the end overcome, and did not escape, as in the 
case of Major Hill. Lregret that I do not recollect the weight of the fish ; but I do not 
think it was of a very uncommon size. I suppose the time it takes to land a salmon 
would depend very mtich on how it is hooked, though I have known one which had 
been caught by the tail to be landed ina short time.—I am, &2., ¢ 

“ Wdinburgh, August 23. SE We) Wistons 
2 * * * 

According to the Globe of the 19th ult., an exemplary fine of £70 has been 
imposed upon the owner of a salmon weir on the Shannon, below Limerick, for 
breaches of the close season restrictions. The punishment is by no means too 
heavy, for the owners of weirs are the very last persons who should break laws, 
the observance of which probably benefits them more than any other persons. 
The peasant who gaffs a spawning fish can plead poverty, and perhaps ignor- 
ance, as his excuse ; but the owners of weirs have no excuse whatever. The 
Limerick Fishery Conservators are to be commended for their action in the 
matter. 4 

* * * * * 

Mr. E. 8. Shrubsole, of Maidstone, informs us that in consequence of the 
large amount of business he is doing through advertising in our paper, he has 
had to remove to more convenient and central premises at 15, Mill-street, Maid- 
stone. Mr. S. has arranged to describe in the GAzeTrE some good angling 
stations on the Medway, and we can promise our readers they will be reliable 


in every way. 
Ta 





Tue voracity of both cod and pike is proverbial; and the appetite of the eel 
appears unfailing. The trout isa shy and timid feeder, and at times, as fly-fishers 
well know, will “no feed awa.” But the Earl of Tankerville had an experience the 
other day while angling in the river Till, using worms as bait on the favourite 
Stewart tackle, which shows that sometimes after a drought the trout can be ravenous 
indeed. He hooked a fish, and, the gut breaking, put in another tackle ; hooked 
a fish again, and broke, and again renewed the tackle. A third time he hooked, and 
this time landed; when to his astonishment he found the three tackles or nine hooks 
in all in the mouth of the same fish.—St, James's Gazette. 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies*sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices; Point Flies 2, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen. 
orders punctually attended to.—(ADYVT.) 
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THE “BICKERDYKE” ROD-TOP END RING. 


THIS novel invention is intended for the benefit of anglers, and is 
calculated to save rods, tackle, and temper. ‘Though extremely 
simple in its construction—and the simplicity has only been arrived 
at after a lengthy series of experiments—it has several advantages 
which are not at first sight apparent. 

*In the first place, it reduces friction, for the stout, smooth ring through which 
the line runs, working on pivots, adapts itself to whatever angle the line may 
make with the rod, and, in consequence, the line always works fairly in the 
centre of the ring. Fouling is also rendered almost impossible, for immediately 
the line catches round the top of the rod a slight pull causes the ring to go flat 
with its supports, and any obstacle to the line slipping off the top of the rod is 
removed. With the old ring it often happens that when a fish is about being 
landed the line has a tendency to work on the side of the ring, and this is 








frequently the cause of the warping of rod-tops. This is, of course, impossible 
with the Bickerdyke ring, as the line always works in the centre, and cannot by 
any possibility get to the side. The old-fashioned ring also cut through very 
quickly, especially if on a spinning-rod. To prevent this the Bickerdyke rings 
are made with an interior revolving steel ring (not shown in the cut), which can 
be turned round immediately it gets a little worn in any place. As a matter-of- 
fact, this interior ring is hardly necessary, for the ring as shown is too thick to 
wear quickly, and when one side is worn the other side can be used. With 
regard to the special uses of this ring, it seems to be adapted for all kinds of 
rods, for the manufacturers, Messrs. Warner and Sons, of Redditch, inform us 
that they have received a number of letters from anglers—salmon, pike, and 
bottom-fishers—who express themselves highly pleased with the working of the 
invention. Messrs. Warner and Sons are using the smallest sizes of this ring on 
all their hexagonal split-cane fly-rods. With the revolving steel centre they are 
made in five sizes, beginning with the large rings so loved by many pike and sea- 
fishermen, and going down to a small size, suitable for salmon, heavy trout, and 
roach rods. Without the steel centre the rings are made in six sizes, the smallest 
of which are being used for light fly-rods. Specimens of the rings are to be seen 
and purchased of Messrs. Charles Farlow and Co., 191, Strand. New inventions 
in fishing-tackle usually take some time to get known, but we shall be surprised 
if these rings do not come into general use within a year or so. 





ANGLING RIGHTS IN THE TRENT. 


At the last delegate meeting of the Nottingham Angling Association the 
secretary, Mr. F, Wilkinson, was called upon for a statement as to the business 
of the meeting. In his opening remarks he called the attention of the meeting 
to the action they had taken some years ago in connection with the Clifton 
waters, and the result of that action. He said: The business for which we 
have met to-night is to consider what steps shall be taken in the action brought 
against two of our members for fishing in a boat in the Colwick waters. 
These men haying, along with a number of others in the exercise of their rights, 
gone down to fish, have been summoned by the same informant who had sum- 
moned two other men some months ago, and having lost his case, he, instead of 
interfering with them, summoned two others on exactly the same grounds, and 
we (the association), in defending these men, wish to be prepared to carry the 
case to a final issue, as we consider that, having fought this same case only a 
short time ago, it is time we had it settled in such a manner that it will not be 
in the power of the informant to be continually harassing men with repetitions 
of similar summonses, on a charge which was decided against him in a case just 
before, and in the event of you deciding to support these men, I would ask you 
to pass such resolutions as will enable us to take important witnesses down to 
Bingham, and to instruct our solicitor, Mr. Norman, that in the event of the 
justices deciding to convict, he ask them to state a case for a Superior Court. 
There is no doubt that if this case is conducted in anything like 
a determined manner, and every use is made of the assistance so 
kindly offered by the law authorities of the Thames Defence Association, the 
assistance of the Maidstone and other associations, we shall be able to take a case 
to the Queen’s Bench, prepared in such a manner that probably no other case of 
this kind will be taken. I will not now weary you with a repetition of the 
statement made at our last meeting, as to how we stand as regards our rights of 
fishing in navigable rivers, but would like to inform you that since then we 
have decisions, never more strong in our favour, and that we have also aroused 
our Town Authorities to recognise we have a right to their assistance in this 
matter, and that influential gentlemen throughout the county are willing to 
assist in this matter, and in the event of us not being able to obtain all that we 
require in Courts of Law, we have M.P.s pledged to use every endeavour to 
obtain by legislation those rights that we have undoubtedly, until this last few 
years, held undisputed, and to which we contend we are entitled, and which we 
are determined to enjoy. We ask for nothing but that which is ours by every 
law and obligation that should exist between man and man. We do not seek to 
disturb the squire or lord of the manor in the exercise of his right ; we do 
not wish to fish from his banks or to trespass on his rights ; we only ask 
that where we enjoy the opportunities of taking a boat on a navigable river, 
there we may, without offence or favour, reasonably expect to follow our re- 
creation, which is healthy and lawful—that of fishing. I appeal to every one of 
you here to work determinedly in this matter, remembering that these rights 
have been obtained and preserved for us in years gone by by those who had to 
sacrifice both home, position, and country even to obtain them, and we should 
not sit idly by and allow them to be lost, but to steadfastly work to hand down 
our trust as we received it, remembéring that our forefathers have fished, and so 
shall our children’s children. This address was well received. Several members 
here gave accounts of having fished in Colwick and other waters undisturbed 
for 45 years. Proposed by Mr. Spencer, and seconded by Mr. May—* That this 
Association defend the prisoners summoned at Bingham, and in the event of the 
Justices convicting Mr. Norman, apply for.a case to be stated for a Superior 
Court.” This was carried unanimously, It was proposed by Mr. Allcock, and 
seconded by Mr. George Kirk—“ That Mr. F. Wilkinson and Mr, Spencer be 
elected to represent this Association as members who have fished this water for 
45 years,” general meeting will shortly be held, at which Mr, Norman, the 


solicitor, and other gentlemen will address the members. A vote of thanks, 
proposed by Mr. Kirk, was passed to Mr. Heald and Mr. F. Wilkinson for their 
work in this case. 
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THE ROD. 


My first acquaintance with the rod 
Isa sort of recollection 

Which gives me pain—that rod was ‘‘ Cane- 
Split ”—after much correction. 


A fishing-rod was in my hand 
Before I knew the bliss, Sir, 

Which came from being thought too big 
The other rod to kiss, Sir. 


For it’s one thing to grasp the rod, 
Just as you go a-fishing ; 
And quite another when you bend, 
And get a thorough ‘ swishing.” < 


And, oh! my trusty “ Forrest ” rod, 
What joys we've shared together ; 

I loved but you, my Greenheart true, 
*Mang Broom, or blooming heather. 


I’ve gone with you where barley grew, 
Or wheat our paths surrounded, 

And fished away by night and day, 
My faith in thee unbounded. 


Now, as I wander by the banks, 
More thoughtfully, more slowly, 

And, far from home, prefer to roam, 
‘“¢ Among the poor and lowly,” 


I heave no sigh as night draws nigh, 
Nor think it cause for pity, 

To leave the din, the glare, the sin, 
Of that “ big smoke ”—the City. 


My rod is a “ divining rod,” 
For if I seek a river, 

T follow, and it leads me straight 
To where the rushes quiver. 


Now Moses’ Rod which smote the Rock 
Made water forthwith spout, Sir ; 

I wave my rod the water o'er, 
And straightway come the trout, Sir ; 


Which clearly shows (what I suppose 
No one but me supposes) 

That anglers, as a body, are 
The followers of Moses. 


Some fishermen, whene’er the stream 
Ts calm as any lake’s, Sir, 
Somehow have had a habit bad, 
Well known as “ making snakes,” Sir. 


I mean no slur when I infer 
They are the sons of Aaron ; 
Tn our last “ fix” let’s cut our “Styx,” 
And give the slip to Charon. BE. M. T-. 








SPECIAL NOTICE TO PROPRIETORS OF HOTELS AND 
INNS WHERE FISHING IS TO BE HAD. 


WE beg to call the special notice of proprietors of hotels, inns, 
&e., in the neighbourhood of good fishing waters to the value of the 
GAZETTE as a means of making them known, our. charges being 
very moderate. Full particulars on application to the Manager, 
The FISHING GAZETTE, 188, Fleet-street, London. 





FISHING IN PRIVATE WATERS—IMPORTANT CASE.—At Carlisle on Tuesday, 
before a full bench of magistrates, Alex. Beaty was charged with fishing in a 
private fishery in the Eden, the property of Thomas Irving, Esq., of Bowness. Mr. 
Errington prosecuted, and Mr. Ryley defended.—F arquhar, the water-bailiff, saw 
Beaty fishing on land of the Knockupworth Farm, and produced the deed by which 
the Carlisle Angling Association claimed a private right to the water at that place. 
Mr. Irving, the lessor of the land, was the trustee for the association, There was a 
footpath through the field, but not near to the river. Mr. Ryley asked for the 
“ right of fishery ” to be put into Court, and Mr. Errington contended that the deed 
which had been produced was the document referred to. The Bench supported Mr. 
Errington and his contention, Mr. Ryley then claimed a right of fishery for his 
client on the land in question, as the river at that particular spot was “tidal,” as 
prescribed by Act of Parliament. He called Mr. Rycroft, who had fished in the river 
near to Knockupworth for nearly 70 years, and Mr. Robt. McAllister, who had fished at 
the same spot for fifty years, to prove that they had never been molested by anyone, 
and he again requested Mr. Errington to put the “ right of fishery ” in evidence. Mr. 
Errington said they had better adjourn the case for a week to enable him to bring 
Mr. Irving, who could give evidence on the question of title to the fishery, and to 
this the Bench agreed. 


Tur Canadian correspondent of the Liverpool J ournal of Commerce says : 
Despatches having appeared in several United States and Canadian newspapers 
stating that the Dominion Government had, in response to appeals, sent out vessels 
carrying provisions for distressed fishermen in Newfoundland and Labrador, the 
officials of the Marine and Fisheries Department at Ottawa have been interviewed 
respecting the matter. They state that no vessel has been sent out, and that the 
department have no official knowledge of the matter, which is beyond their jurisdic- 
tion, the Canadian Government having nothing to do with Newfoundland, The Mayor 
of Toronto, having written to the department inquiring what steps were being taken, 
received an answer to the above effect, 

Mrs. MAROUS H, LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition, Terms acoording to requirements. Highest references given 
and required, Address, MRs. MAROUS H, LEWIS, Woodspeon, Newbuty, Berks, Refarence kindly 
permitted to Hditor of the FismING GAZETTE, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed, “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 12s. from 
the donation-box of the South Hornsey Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
'The show of roach this week on the trays has improved both in size and quality. 
Messrs. Medcalf, Morin, Robinson, jun., and Say weighed in over 211b., many of the 
fish going over #lb. each.—J. WORLEDGE. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The takes during the week were very small. Mr. Gisbourne, 6lb. roach and bream 
from Maidstone ; Messrs. Pepall and Meacock, dace from the Thames ; Mr. Edwards, 
jack from Uxbridge. The next contest, for three prizes presented by Mr. G. Edwards, 
will take place on the 29th inst. at Staines, starting by 8.45 from Clapham Junction, 
returning by 7.58 from Staines.—GrnO, MUMFORD. 


BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT UNITED ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The clubs belonging to this association are busy with their annual contests, some 
taking place every week. The Bird-in-Hand fish theirs on September 6th, and the 
Old Green Man fish theirs on September 13th at Penkridge. Brother Pegg and the 
secretary of the Old Green Man (I forget his name) were out on Saturday in private 
water and brought back a fine show of roach, both having their baskets gol a 
went to Bearley the same day and I never caught any.—JOHN ROWAN, 


BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual friendly gathering of the above society on Friday, the 20th inst., was a 
fair average considering the heat of the weather. Mr. Harry Dunn presided, and 
was faced by Mr. Walter Hutchins, Mr. John Dacres was balloted a member. The 
members are informed that a general meeting is appointed for Friday, September 
4th, to consider important business. Messrs, John Smith and S. Bryan (Bruns- 
wick) thank those gentlemen who have favoured them with their names for 
enrolment on the committee of the Keeble Benefit Fund, and in reply to numerous 
inquiries, are happy to say there is every prospect of their efforts in this direction 
being rewarded with success. A general meeting for this laudable object is called 
for Tuesday, the 31st inst., at nine o’clock, at the Brunswick Arms, Brunswick- 
street, Blackfriars, The co-operation of brother anglers is earnestly solicited. The 
“Friars” are not recording of late very great takes of fish, although Messrs. H. 
Dunn, W. Hutchins, H. Coleman, E. Green, W. Pool, Chapman, W. L. Innocent, and 
Oscar Fisher have travelled far and wide in their endeavours to secure a good show. 
—JOHN SMITH, hon, sec. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In consequence of a report at Kingston that one of our members (Mr. Alcock) 
had bought a barbel weighing 71b., at that place, and weighed it into the society, 
a special meeting was held last Wednesday, August 25th, when, I am pleased to say, 
that it was proved beyond a doubt there was not the slightest cause for sucha foul 
slander, it being proved, on the testimony of several independent eye-witnesses, that 
the fish was caught in a fair and legitimate manner, showing that river-side reports 
(catches and otherwise) are not to be relied upon. We meet on the 29th inst. at 
Paddington, to fish at Taplow fora supper.—W. DUTTON, sec. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Friday last being the occasion of our quarterly distribution of prizes, and an open 
lodge for the members’ wives, we had a room full, there being nearly 70 people 
present at one time ; everyone seemed so thoroughly to approve of the idea that it 
was resolved to throw open the club once a month for a ladies’ concert, the next 
one to take place on Friday, Sept. 17th, when members of other clubs and their 
wives will be welcomed. Messrs. Aaron (A.P.), Grant (R.P.), Wade (A.H.), Fare- 
brother (A.B.), Fitch (G.N.B.), Culley (1.B.), and J. Wright (S.S.) were amongst 
the visitors. In the course of the evening the Brothers Wiggs and Mr. B. Langham 
were proposed as members, to be balloted for next week. The following ladies and 
members give prizes for the next outing, on the 29th:—Mrs. J. Smith, Fk. Ham, 
Mrs. T. Smith, Mrs. Bryan, Mrs. Millar, Mr. S. Wertheim, Mr. Messervey, 
Mr. G. Salisbury, /Mr. 8. Bryan, Mr. W. Robbins, Mr. G. Langham, and Mr. 
Gold. The business was finished at 10 o’clock, ~and the rest of 
the evening was devoted to harmony. The band was in full force, 
comprising cornet, Mr. W. Robbins ; piccolo, Mr. 8. Smart; violin, Mr. W. Baker ; 
violoncello, Mr. G. Taylor; banjo, G. Bryan; piano, W. Temlett ; harmoniums, 
Messrs. Brown and Robberts. The overture was from ‘‘ Mignon,” and was rendered in 
fine style. The following ladies and gentlemen distinguished themselves during 
the evening :—Messrs, S. Brown, S. Smart, J, Cole, L, Robberts, W. Robbins, S. 
Bryan, Razors, Grant, G. Bryan, T. Wright, W. Robbins, W. Temlett, Mrs, Smith, 
Mrs. Bryan, and Mr. J. Cole. The following members were among the fish on the 
22nd inst. :—Mr, Massey, jun., 12lb. 1530z.; Mr, Massey, sen., 41b. 130z.; Mr. J., 
Smith, 4lb. 80z.; Mr. H. Bryan, 3lb. 80z.; Messrs. G. Salisbury and 8. Bryan 
roach,—_ STEWART BRYAN. 


CHAMPION ANGLING CLUB (NORWICH), 

The annual match was held on Tuesday, 24th inst., at Buckenham Ferry, and a 
splendid day, as far as weather is concerned, was enjoyed. Sport was indifferent, 
with one exception, for upon weighing-in at night the lst prize was declared to be 
won by Mr. Clark, with an excellent catch of 211b. and upwards of roach and bream ; 
2nd prize, Mr. Rice, 13lb. ; 3rd, Mr. Boughen ; 4th, Mr. Goreham ; 5th, Mr. R. Moll ; 
6th, Mr. Stannard ; 7th, Mr. G. G. Whincop, and others, numbering in all, I think, 
14 prizes, were won by various members with small catches, A pleasant ride home 
by bus and four terminated a very happy and successful match,—R. M. 


; THE CLAPTON, 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. George Colls in the 
chair. In my unavoidable absence, Mr. H, J. Tibbatts kindly officiated. Our 
bailiff, Mr. T. Verdun, attended to report the terrible condition of the Lea—large 
quantities of fine roach and eels turned up dead through the contamination by the 
Tottenham sewage, which still runs its deadly outflow into the poor Lea. I walked 
along the banks on Sunday morning last, and the sight of the poisoned fish I shall 
never forget. Roach of a pound were there in hundreds. I saw lots that would 
have scaled more than that weight considerably, eels that would haye made many a 
toothsome dish. I was somewhat surprised not to see other fish also dead, but with 
a very few exceptions roach were the principal fish turned up. From Verdun’s 
boat-house to the Tottenham Sewage Works I would guarantee the dead fish might 
be placed in an unbroken row, The other bank would, I presume, be the same, and 
I saw lots of fish dead, floating on the river in the middle! I am really sick of so 
constantly having to write on this continued poisoning. I hear that a new chemist 
has lately treated the sewage at Tottenham. I cannot wish him a greater harm than 
a compulsory swim for a quarter of an hour amongst the water which he has 
operated on. Were he to survive, it would be a miracle. Several visitors were pre- 
sent, notably Dr. Defries, whom all anglers will givea genuine welcome to. Two new 
members were proposed, Catches reported: Mr. ©. L, Tidbury, roach and gudgeon 
from Ford’s Water ; Mr. Moll, 40 dace from the Thames at Richmond with afly. A 
ie vote of thanks to the chairman closed a pleasant evening HENRY Howsn, 

. BEC. 
: GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 
’s There was a good show of fish at the club on the 22nd, brought in by the follow- 
ing members :—Messrs. Haines, roach, bream, and dace; Devon, roach and bream ; 
ae) roach ; Sampson, tench ; ‘Maybury, ‘roach; R. Murphy, dace. There was 
a large attendance of members on the 24th, when seyeral important questions were 
decided, The members will fish a pegged-down match at Waltham on the 29th 
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inst., when I expect a large muster to compete. Our return visit takes place on 
Monday next, the 30th ; we shallbe glad to welcome all brothers of the rod.—R, 


MuRpPHY. 
GOLDEN BARBEL. 

On the 22nd inst., Messrs. Perkins, Stoner, Allen, Green, Lockmuller, Harrison, 
Shaw, Manley, Lawford, Adams, and Trowbridge exhibited fish, consisting of trout, 
jack, roach, bream, chub, and dace, from various parts of the country; the total 
weight reached nearly 40lb. On the 24th, Mr. de Perran had a nice lot of barbel 
and roach from a favourite swim he knows.—PIXIk. ‘ 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 22nd inst., thirty members fished for eight valuable prizes in the Rye 
House water. The following were the successful winners :—First, Mr. A. Hatte- 
more ; second, Mr, A. Brockett; third, Mr. W. Brandon ; fourth, Mr. 8. Cole; fifth, 
Mr. R. Ghurney ; sixth, Mr. 8S. Mead; seventh, Mr. G. Hunt; eighth, Mr. B. 
Brockett. Our season will commence on September 5th. The annual dinner will 
take place at Mr. T. Coomes’s, the Five Horse Shoes, Hoddesdon, on August 29th., at 
2 p.m.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 22nd inst. several of our members were out. The following weighed-in 
roach : Messrs. A. Morgan, E. Pyne, H. Bigsby, G. Geale, F. Page, and R. Clarke, 
roach ; Mr, W. North, jack and bream, which were not weighable, as he was not duly 
elected until Tuesday last. Iam very sorry to state that we have lost our worthy 
host after a very short illness. Members please note that we start by the 8 o’clock 
train from Liverpool-street Station on the 29th inst.—R. CLARK, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. J. K. Charters had bream, dace, and roach on the 22nd inst.; Mr. A. Bass, 
roach, dace, and jack on the same day. On the 25th inst. Mr. T. Goodwins had six 
very handsome roach, the heaviest one weighing 1b. 4}oz. ; Mr. R. Perrin had some 
good roach on the same day; Mr. 0. Hayward also had a tray of roach and dace. As 
a reminder to the members, there are four prizes to be fished for on Sept. 5 ; for 
particulars see last week’s issue of the FISHING GAZETTE. BiB. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on the 25th inst., the president, Mr. F. 
Ashton, in the chair, The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed, with 
the exception of one clause, which was slightly altered. It was arranged to have a 
day’s outing on September 5, and members are requested to attend early next Wed- 
nesday night, when the water to be fished will be decided on. The following mem- 
bers weighed-in during the week: Mr. J. McDermott, roach and dace; Mr. J. F. 
Feaks, roach ; Mr. W. Gillies, roach ; and Mr. J. Bunn, roach and dace, Other mem- 
bers were out, but they did not show up with their fish. Your humble servant was 
out, but failed to get a sizeable fish, thanks to the effective way the Stort is netted at 
Harlow.—A. May, hon, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

We had a good show of fish on the 22nd inst. Mr. Grindley weighed-in bream 
and perch ; Mr. J. Brown, jack; Mr. Ward, jack and perch from the Welsh Harp ; 
Mr, Aldis, jack from Elstree; Messrs, Billings and Greenwood, roach from the 
Canal.—W, GREENWOOD, sec, 

NORWICH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual match was held this day (Thursday), August 26th, at Buckenham 
Ferry, and thirty members competed for a silver challenge cup and numerous 
valuable prizes. I arrived in time to see the weighing-in, and can send you the 
result, which is as follows:—First prize, Silver Challenge Cup, Mr. Charles 
Daniels (president) ; second, Mr. F. Chapman ; third, Mr. Spalman ; fourth, Mr. 
Hinds; fifth, Mr. A. Dim; sixth, Mr. Pashley ; seventh, Mr. Butler ; eighth, Mr. 
Peronne; ninth, Mr. Corbyn; tenth, Mr. R. Page; eleventh, Mr. O. B. Wilson ; 
twelfth, Mr. Barnes ; thirteenth, Mr, Gathercole ; fourteenth, Mr. Smith ; fifteenth, 
Mr. Clark ; sixteenth, Mr. Cubitt; seventh, Mr. E. H. Capon. The heaviest catch 
was 11lb, 1530z., and then lower and lower down to a very small catch.—R. M,. 

NORWICH ANGLING CLUB. Poy 

The annual match of this old-established club was held at Buckenham Ferry, 0 
Thursday, 19th. The early morning saw a steady downpour of rain, which lasted the 
whole eleven miles, from Norwich to the fishing-station. After arrival, the weather 
cleared up, anda fine bright day was experienced; but sport was not, nor has it 
been lately, very exciting. The competitors stuck to their work from 10 a.m. to 
5.30 p.m., and upon weighing-in, between six and seven o’clock, the following were 
declared the winners :—1st, the Silver Challenge Cup (presented by J.J. Colman, 
Esq., M.P., and 8. Gurney-Buxton, Esq.), Mr. Robert Moll (the cup now becomes his 
property, this being the second time of winning it, after it has been angled for 10 
years) ; 2nd, Mr. J. J. Hunt; 2rd, Mr. Charles Daniels; 4th, Mr. T. E, Gunn; 5th, 
Mr. CG. Clowes ; 6th, Mr. Mace; 7th, Mr. G. G. Whincop ; 8th, Mr. Lacey ; 9th, Mr. 
J.B. Pearce; 10th, Mr. J. D. Beeston ; 11th, Mr. Bush; 12th, Mr. Riley ; 13th, Mr. 
Bailey ; and 14th, Mr. Morgan. The heaviest catch was 131b. 80z. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above fished an open match on the 22nd inst. for a series of 
seven prizes, with the following result :—Mr. Turner, 1st ; Mr. Brewer, 2nd; Mr. 
Kemp, 3rd; Mr. Beard, 4th ; Mr. Parsons, 5th; Mr. Brandur, 6th ; and Mr. Matthews, 
7th ; Messrs. Duke, Durant, Fairclough, Gardham, Luff, and Gatty also had fish, 
Next club match on Sept, 5th, Members must clear the books to compete—— 
GADELY, 

ROYAL GHORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Some remarkably fine roach have been weighed in lately at our club-room, 
notably by Mr. Chart, who again on the 22nd,inst. brought home 8lb. 140z. ; Messrs 
Holden and J. Hewett also exhibited some nice fish from the Thames. Mr. Chart, 
who was also out on Tuesday afternoon last, weighed in 3}1b. of good roach from 
Goring. Next Tuesday being quarterly night, I hope to see a good attendance for 
election of officers, &c,—S, A. HAWKINS. 

; RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 22nd inst. Messrs. ©. A, Pocock and R. Chantry, jun., succeeded in getting 
a nice show of barbel, bream, roach, and dace; Mr. J. Davis had chub ; Messrs. 
Wigley and Lines had gudgeon and roach ; Mr. J. Smith, roach and dace. Notice of 
the S.L.U.YV. to the Marlborough on the 31st inst, has been received. At the meet- 
ing held on the 25th inst. it was decided that three prizes be added to those offered 
for competition on the 29th inst. Intending competitors for that competition are 
informed that it will take place at Ware, where they can fish where they like with 
one rod, to commence as soon as possible after the arrival of the first train on the 
morning of the 29th inst., and leave off at 6.30’sharp. Members are informed 
that September 1st will be quarterly night. Subscriptions to be paid, and officers 
elected for the ensuing quarter, and likewise selecting prizes for the month. Will 
J. Clarke, if returned safe and sound from the Medway, return to the wings of the 
old duck of a—PIXxIz, : 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 25th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, when Mr, C, Columbo was elected a member; Mr. T. Columbo 
was also proposed. Sport was had onthe 22nd. Mr. Richard Sharpless, sen., 
weighed-in roach, dace, and perch, 2lb, 2}0z. ; Mr. Robert Sharpless and Mr. Piggott 
had roach (a small catch, in consequence of thesclearness of the water and the hot 
sun), The fish could be seen in hundreds in the water, but very few were brought to 
bank,—C, PIGGOTT, sec. 

STOCKTON ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The members of the Stockton Angling Association held their annual competition 
on Thursday last at Tanfield, on the Yore. The party, to the number of thirty-one; 
left Stockton at 6.30 a.m, in the midst of a perfect deluge of rain, but by the time 
Tanfield was reached the weather had improved wonderfully and kept pretty fine 
all day, Fishing was commenced about 10 o'clock and finished at 4.30 o'clock, 
after which the party and a few friends sat down toa splendid and substantial 
dinner, prepared by mine host of the Bruce Arms, to which ample justice was done, 
The usual toasts were drunk, including the “ Stockton Angling Association,” which: 
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is in a very flourishing condition, and votes of thanks passed to the Stockton tradesmen 
who had given prizes, and to Mr. Rendall, of the Bruce Arms, The baskets run un- 
usually small, the first prize being secured with 1lb. 140z. by Mr. Bowron. The 
principal prize-winners were Messrs. John and James Nicholson, Gains, William and 
8. Dunn, Robson, Mainwaring, Day, &c.—W. T. Puscon, sec. 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A well-attended meeting of members of the above society took place on Wednesday 
evening last at their head-quarters, the Station Hotel, Richmond. Mr. E, V. Powell 
ably performed the duties of chairman, as did Mr. H, Davis those of vice-chairman. 
A copy of the schedules of the Act rendering it illegal to carry on any netting 
between Richmond Bridge and Isleworth Ferry was received from Mr. Brougham, 
Secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and read. Many will be 
interested to know that Messrs. G. P. and C. R. Larkins have been haying good sport 
among the barbel at Windsor, they, during the evening, weighing-in some good fish, 
the largest, weighing 141b, 40z., being taken by Mr. C. R. Larkins. During the even- 
ing Mr, Matthews kindly gave a very handsome cup to be competed for during next 
season.—H. CLIFFORD TAMAN, hon. sec, 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On August 22nd our trays were rather light ; but on Tuesday, the 24th inst., 
we made up for it, our hard-working member, Mr, Gillson, bringing up a nice show 
of bream—total weight, 10lb.; the largest, 2Ilb. 8i0z. Members and visitors 
mustered well. The outing for September 5th will take place at Ware (all fish to 
weigh bar eels), no limit as to weight. Prizes to be settled next Tuesday.—W. B., 
sec, pro tem, 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 


Several of our members were out on the 22nd, and had some nice sport. Mr. J. 


Payne, roach and bream ; Mr, J. Currans, roach and bream ; Mr. F. Watits, roach; . 


Mr. F. Beak, roach ; Mr. F. Morse, roach. Several of our members visited the 
Medway, but returned with blanks. On Monday last Mr, F, Watts had a nice show 
of roach.—H, TYLER. F 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Next Wednesday, Sept Ist, will be quarterly night, when I hope to see a good 
muster of members, especially as it will be the last night for settling up for the 
excursion by brake and dinner at the Ship, Sutton-at-Hone, on Monday week, 
September 6th, On the 22nd inst, Mr. Sloper was again successful in winning first 
prize, Mr. Dartnell taking second. The third prize was not taken, and is left over 
till the 29th inst—_W. W. ALEXANDER, sec. 

WALTONIANS. 

The above society has removed from the Jew’s Harp, Red Hill-street, Regent's 
Park, to the Swan, Gosfield-street, late George-street, Great Portland-street, W.— 
A, J, MARRIOTT, Chairman. 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday evening last, when by far the 
best sample of a day’s roach-fishing seen for some time was weighed-in by the hon. 
secretary, Mr.H. Thompson. They consisted of twenty-eight roach weighing 311b., 
the largest being 11b. 530z., and were greatly admired by those present. The other 
fish that have been weighed-in since the last meeting have been chiefly barbel, of 
which an unusual number haye been taken by members this season. The largest 
worth recording is one by Mr. H, C. Beatley, of 6lb. 7oz., and one by Mr. T, Oatley, 
of 5lb. exactly. 

WALWORTH WALTONTANS. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Mr. Bayley in the chair, On the 22nd 
inst. the members and their friends made an excursion to Woking, to see our old 
friend Mr. Fox, and to compete for two prizes, the first of which was taken by Mr. 
Allard with a nice show of roach, Mr, Delhaye being second ; Mr. Hibble being very 
close to him in weight ; nearly all the members having fish. Twoof the members 
had their roach seized by jack, and one of them not only lost his fish, but part of his 
line as well. The members returned home in time for weighing-in, somewhat tired, 
but having spent a most enjoyable day.—W. L. GRIFFIN, sec, 








LINES TO A PISCATORIAL PROFESSOR OF 
MATHEMATICS. 


, Professor of Mathematics in E University, has been having 
good sport on Loch Tummel. | 


You have gone to the Highlands for sport 
From the dull city’s turmoil and wrangle ; 
So here’s all success to your rod, 
Professor of line and of angle! 


In the circle of each rising trout 
Project a straight line to the centre ; 

Let your rod quickly bend to a curve 
Till a captive your basket shall enter. 


May the fish show of shyness no sine (sign) 
As your flies o’er the ripples you dangle ; 

May you evermore fish “‘on the square ”— 
Of course, I mean “at a right angle.” 


And if with the minnow you troll, 
May your line never get in a tangle ; 
And I hope that no sunken square root 
May fall foul of your ‘flying triangle.” 


[Mr. C 








August 2. Dun Scotus. 





THE YANKEE SpARRows.—All the wonderful tales come to us through the 
medium of the American press. I don’t know whether each considerable local 
paper keeps a Baron Munchausen on the premises, or has got the like kind of cor- 
respondents. The sparrows must have wonderfully altered since their transportation 
te the United States to have attacked boys who were pelting the birds’ nests with 
green apples. Where? Onthe hill near the “ Fall River!” No town, or village, 
or settlement given. The English sparrow in this country will appropriate the 
martin’s mud-made nests ; and starlings will sometimes tear the sparrows’ nests to 
pieces, if not also steal the eggs. It is not at all an infrequent occurrence in the 
spring to see a starling being pursued by a hen sparrow, and the latter can push the 
* chatterer » pretty hard until she drives it off. Maternal instinct is doubtless very 
strong in birds ; but I have watched men while trimming the ivy growing on river- 
side old red-brick mansion-houses, at Stoke Newington especially, and pulling out 
lots of sparrows’ nests—some with eggs, others with young birds from the callow to 
the feathered growth, but there was no flying at, much less pecking, the intruders’ 
faces, See ordinary English cock or hen sparrows in a garden or roadway, while 
feeding their flown young, and the parents’ heads and eyes are here, there, and 
everywhere, and at the slightest noise or even rustle or suspicion thereof, they are 
up and off, followed by the young ’uns. “The trees were filled with thousands of 
sparrows!” If the “ Fall River” folk find that these birds are too numerous, why 
don’t they catch them at night with the clap-net and a lantern ; or, spreading some 
wheat on the ground, drive “ lanes” through the “ thousands ” with a double gun 
and wie ee Capea mae ae the “ Fall River” sparrows might attack. the 
gunner, break his gun, and peck his eyes out, or k ing il his face wa 
g covered oo al fms a y' f eep on pecking until hig face was 

HE Foresters’ Great Féte will take place at the Crystal Pal an Monda 
August 30th. The proceeds will be devoted to the Distress Git, Fund and the 
Asylum for aged Foresters, their wives and widows. Ak 












































OUTING. | 


THE 


GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE OF 
OUTDOOR SPORTS. 


Conducted by POULTNEY 
BIGELOW. 

General English Editor : 
RICHARD GOWING,. 
English Angling Editor : 
R. B. MARSTON. 


Very finely Illustrated by the bes’ 
English and American Artists, ~ 


PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
CONTENTS of AUGUST 
NUMBER :— 
Frontispiece: HrAVING THE 
LEAD. 

I, The History of Ameri- 
can Yachting. III. 
Illustrated, 
II, Ranch Life and Game 
Shooting in the West. 
VI. Illustrated. 
III, A Challenge. Poem. 


IV. Around the World ona 
Bicycle. XI. 
Illustrated. 
V. After Geronimo, VI, 
VI. Gipsying. Poem. 


VII. A Bit of Racing. 
By Arthur Coventry and 
Alfred H, T. Watson, 




















EXACT FAC-SIMILE OF WRAPPER. 
ONE-EIGHTH FULL SIZE. 






THIS WRAPPER HOLDS THE-LARGEST 4/6 BOTTLE IN THE MARKET, 


WARNER’S SAFE CURE 


Is made from a simple tropical leaf of rare value, and is a 


hese remedy for all diseases that cause pains in the illustrated. 
ower part of the body ; for torpid liver, headache, jaun- o 

dice, dizziness, gravel, and all difficulties of the kidneys, Vit, Pade yoyeenet the 
liver, and urinary organs. For Female Diseases it has no urprise, iy 
equal. Itrestores the organs that make the blood, and hence Mlustrat2 1. 


is the best Blood Purifier. It is the only known remedy 

that cures BRIGHT’S DISHASE. 

(For Diabetes use Warner's Safe Diabetes Cure, 4/6 per Bottle.) 
Take WARNER'S SAFE CURE and no other. Fe le 

Chemists and Druggists, and at the Stores. Price 4/8. If your 

chemist does not keep it, and will not order it, send your 


orders to }], H. WARNER & C0., 47, FARRINGDON ST. LONDON, E.6. 


IX. The Sunset Land. V. 
Of all Booksellers and at Railway 
Bookstalls, de. 

London: SAMPSON Low, MARSTON 
SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 188 

Fleet Street, H.C. 














THE LEE-FARM FISHERIES, Pulborough, Sussex, 


Extend over Ten Miles of the famous RIVER ARUN 
and its Tributaries 


in the most picturesque districts of the County. The waters are well stocked, and 
being STRICTLY PRESERVED, afford varied and abundant sport. 

A limited number of Subscribers can be enrolled on payment of £2 2s. per Rod, 
available from 1%th June, 1886, to 15th March, 1887.—For conditions of Member- 
ship, apply to Captain G, WYKEHAM ARCHER, “Church House,” Pulborough, 
Sussex.—May Ist, 1886. 


The “SWAN” HOTEL, 
WALTON-ON-THAMES. 


Proprietor, J. P, WHEELDON, late 
Angling Editor of “ Bell’s Life in 
London” and “ Land and Water.” 


Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately 
facing one ofthe best angling reaches of 
the Thames. Splendid TROUT-FISHING 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish 
being known to lie in Walton reach and 
the celebrated “deeps.” Punts, fishermen, 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice, Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house haying been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 
from top to bottom, The Proprietor 
desires to make his house “an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire to learn the 
many mysteries of the “eontemplative 
man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all 
styles and yarieties of angling, and espe- 
cially in the little known practice of cast- 
ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 
Nottingham reel. 

SNE Li a Ra oe 


OULTON BROAD FISHERY, 
LOWESTOFT 


(Preserved under the Norfolk aud Suffolk Fisheries 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 


LYNDALE HOTEL and 
FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL. 


FIRST-CLASS FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 
and under the same management. 

Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
sceneries in the North of Devon, with about 20 
miles of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 
mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 
Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams. 
Permission for Fishing can be obtained at the 
Hotels. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 
position of Hotels. 


WM: BEVAN, Proprietor. 













ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 

{ WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating 
visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the medium 
of the 

Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), ’ 

which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 

Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Ss E ’s fishing in the 350 
eed che oles preserved, belong- 
ing to 

THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 
GAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 

BOATS, PUNTS, &e. 

“Pike, perch, roach, &ec.,are numerous,” 

—Angler's Diary. 





ct). 

UARTERS, WHERRY HOTEL, Mutford Bridge. 
Q Beautifully situated. G. MASON, Proprietor. 
Established nearly a century. Boats 2s., full bait 
1s., men 4s. per day. Terms for stopping visitors 
on application. Gravel and sandy soil. 


‘ 

AELOG LAKE HOTEL, TY-CROES, 
near HOLYHEAD.—Excellent Trout-Fish- 

ing in Lakes ant Rivers close to the above ; also 


; x i litan 
Sec-Bathing and Fishing (sea close to hotel). Hx-| Frequent Trains from all Metropolit 
tensive Shootings. Boats in Lakes and Ben. Splendid stations to Welsh Harp. nari 
Billiard Room newly opened. Lawna'Tennis, Terms (Book for the Welsh Harp Station. ) 


most moderate,—Apply, Proprietor. 
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aterproo ines 

Steeled Rods, &c. Poe ONAL 
AWARDS. 


METAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp ¢ 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months wear. 


BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 
entre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 
ked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another 


" AGME™ LINES 





FIRST TIME 
OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE, 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


ds under a strong magnifying-glass, and they loo 
Pe eentiy salted P cithis sraslee & T have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They 


for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“J have used the ImproveD ‘AcME’ Live last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, You HAVE GOT HOLD 


OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.” 


Mr. Cholmondeley Penuell's New Patent 


“Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured 


by us with and without Metal-Centre. 


SKETCH SHOWING 


These Lines will Cast 


TAPER. 


They are supplied in 
all lengths and sizes. 





more readily than ieee 
any other make. Le 





SAMPLE TROUT LINE, POST FREE, 5s 


LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH OUR 


ieee N EV: 


KILL WELL on the most HEAVILY WHIPPED WATERS, when 
of the fly, fail. From the position of the two bends of the new hook in 





The Fly as seen by the Fish. 


SPECIALITIES. 
NONE GENUINE WITHOUT TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. 


INVISIBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


ordinary Flies, having the clumsy old style hook outlined as boldly as the legs and wings 
the fly's body it is invisible when placed on a tumbler of water and viewed from beneath. 





The Position of the Hooks. 


BEWARE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS, 





Viewed from below when on water 
; in short, when the most 


When Fish are RISING SHORT it is found to KILL WELL, when water and weather are DEAD AGAINST SPORT it is SUCCESSFUL 
skilled fly-fisher is usually non-plussed and disheartened, the Invisible [Looked Fly is found to kill. Price 3s. per dozen. Samples posted free for 12 stamps. 


Manufactured by D, and W. H., FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 
ne a ee 
The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods &Tackle,! J. BERNARD AND SON, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KHLSO-ON-TWEHED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 

































COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL th 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCKS, but thoy confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s ; 
at 2s. 6d., and at 8s, a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour ; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; put 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this ‘season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of oné or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will ba THERE IS NO BETTER TEA 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—50, King William-stmet, London Bridge, E.C “Branch 
pereuenecnte 68, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C. Z 268, Regent- 
Hope we. ooh a ead ; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 


ER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TRAMEN, LONDON. 





















COOP 





5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi ‘Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 





This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 


OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 
ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 1lo’clock. Table d’Héte 
Jinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d, Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 1s. 6d. 
yu large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, 


Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. : 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Ttalian spoken. 


F. T. WILLIAMS &CO., 
10, GT. QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C. 
WILLIAMS'S Celebrated Guinea FLY RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Unequalled 30s. SALMON RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Matchless TROUT FLIES, Js. 6d. per dozen. 


WILLIAMS’S Improved CAST BOX, for Carrying Casts 
made up, 68. 
WILLIAMS’S PatentFLY BOX, for carrying Flies separate,6s. 


WILLIAMS’S Improved Method of Oarrying the Landing 
Net, 10s. 6d. to 25s. 
WILLIAMS’S Most 


Patent ROD JOINT FITTING. 
perfect Lock Fitting invented. _ 
WILLIAMS’S Celebrated “ CRYSTAL” ROACH HOOKS, 
10d, per dozen, 


All Goods Guarantesd of the Best Quality, 


spacious Dining, Billiard, and 


Gataloguas Post Free: 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


Me. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH. 


(Rad. No. 25,835.) 
Worn over left shoulder, with 
another band round the waist, 
thereby distributing the weight 
equally, and keeping the basket in a 
jirm position. 
“ DESIDERATUM” 


FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No. 25,692), and our 

| |MPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
| LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


|| Weight of Handle complete, about 1202. ; 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. 








4 New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


re a 


























PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fly-rod,”—FISHING GAZETTE. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 


TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s ‘‘ Multum in Parvo 
Rod :—“ You gent me a Spliced Rod, with which Iam very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 
three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so, I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 


praise I have given it.” 
N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 





GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SALMON 
RODS, as used by the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 


ment, ’These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod, From 21s, 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s. for 25 yards, 
will not kink. 
BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 23in., 2s, 6d., 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD'S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and where to 
use them, 4s, and 6s. each. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885, 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING, 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art, 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &o,, &o, 

WHOLESALE ONLY, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 + Putney. 
45 i Hammersmith, 
50 Barnes, 
Add 55 _ Kew. 
75 i Richmond. 
80 i. Twickenham, 
(85 + Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, August 28 "08 ome 12.18 Sas ses 12.46 
Sunday, * 29 See age 1,12 aes tee 1.39 
Monday, re 30 ae aa 2.2 Ace ane 2.25 
Tuesday, " 31 toe aaa 2.48 oD eee 3.12 
Wednesday, September 1 eae eee 3.34 Was ae 3.57 
Thursday, % 2 tee eae 4.19 ay eee 4.41 


Friday, - 3 mes nok 5.3 ses G00 5.23 
GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, Londom 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


i GENERAL REMARKS. 

The present is proving an unusually good season for gudgeon-fishing ; in fact 
there has not been the like during the last ten years, and the sportive little fish have 
been running of a good size. Last week two anglers got over two hundred and fifty 
gudgeon in one day, and kept them all, As an article of food they are very delicious, 
especially when cooked as smelts. It is not unfrequently the case that many a good 
perch is caught in a gudgeon swim, and their presence is easily detected by the 
youngsters ceasing to bite. The Paternoster and live minnow is then called into 
requisition. The value of sinking punts, as protection for the fish in the deeps, has 
always been regarded as an important arrangement, and each punt literally becomes 
a silent keeper, being well covered with tenter hooks. This is frequently being done 
when old punts can be purchased, or as was the case not very long ago, when Mr. 
Alfred Mackrill presented a couple which were sunk in Walton Reach. During the 
last week the T.A.P.S. have been again engaged in this business, and three boats or 
punts have been sunk in suitable places at Hampton, Sunbury, and Shepperton. 
More old punts are needed, and will be gladly purchased or accepted if the informa- 
tion is given either to the president or secretary of the T.A.P.S. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMOND.—Kit Brown, in three days, 301b. of roach and _ dace, and three barbel. 
F. Brown, in seven days, 84lb., and four barbel. George Platt, during the week, 
60lb, Henry Howard, in seven days, forty-two dozen. J. Brain, sen., in the same 
time, 80lb., and four barbel. J. Brain, jun., in four part days, twenty dozen. 
H. Mansell, one day, with Mr, H. Marston, 25lb. of roach and dace ; and in six other 
days a total of 70lb. 

‘TWICKENHAM.—John Spong, in one day, with Messrs. Battle and Kilby, six dozen 
roach and dace, and nine barbel ; and, in three other days, nine dozen, two barbel, 
and one bream. J, Dobbin, in four days, twenty-nine dozen, four barbel, and one 
bream. C. Hennessey, in two-and-a-half days, eight dozen. R. Moffatt, in four and 
a half days, seventeen dozen, and three barbel. H. Spiers, in five and a half days, 
twenty-one dozen, four barbel, and one brace of perch. J. Dunn, in three days, 
fourteen dozen, and a couple of barbel. George Coxen, in three days, ten dozen. 
James Coxen, in two days, eight dozen. Edward Finch, in two days, four dozen of 
dace, and one jack. S,Cole,in three days, ten dozen, Mr, T, Pratt,in his own punt, 
eight and a half dozen of roach and dace. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, five dozen of dace, fifteen dozen of 
gudgeon, and a jack of 41b. ©. Baldwin, in two days, twelve dozen of gudgeon, and 
four brace of perch. Mr. McBride, in one day, four dozen of dace. <A gentleman, 
from a punt, nine barbel, and a perch of 2lb. The water is in good order. 

Kin@ston.—John Johnson, senr., writes: ‘‘ There has not been much doing here. 
John Johnson, jun., has been baiting heavily, and got a few bream and barbel, and 
some good roach, J. Wilkes has taken about forty dozen of gudgeon, a few perch, 
some large dace, and a fine lot of eels.” 

THAMES Dirron.—B. Buttery, one day, three barbel, eighteen roach and dace, 
and three and a half dozen of gudgeon; and another day, in two honrs, four and a 
half dozen of gudgeon. B. Buttery, jun., in three days, thirteen barbel, aut nine 
dozen of roach and dace. 

Hampron.—J. Langshaw, in two days, twenty-two dozen of gudgeon, and five 
brace of perch. 

SunBuRY.—Edward Clarke, one day, seven barbel, and four dozen of roach and 
dace ; another day, ten barbel ; and another day, four jack. H. Clarke, in two days, 
seyen and a half dozen of roach and dace, and fourteen dozen of gudgeon. 

WALToNn.—R, Watford, in seven days, eleven barbel, nine bream, one chub, nine 
roach, the largest 141b., a jack of 5lb., and some good dace. H. Searle, one day, with 
Mr, Brown, from the Swan Hotel, one bream, six dozen of gudgeon, and some roach 
and dace ; another day, with Mr. Jarvis, five bream (the largest 431b.), three barbel, 
four dozen of roach and dace, and one jack ; and another day, with the same gentle- 
man, five dozen of roach and dace. George Hone, with Messrs. Meyrick and Lee, 
from the Swan Hotel, six dozen of roach and dace; another day, with Mr. Sachs, 
eight barbel; and another day, with Mr. Butler, four bream and one trout, all re- 
turned to the river ; another day, with Messrs. Markham and Wheeldon, nine barbel 
(the largest 51b,) Dr. Seaman, one day, with H. Searle, a nice basket of roach and 
dace. John Hone, in three hours, with Mr, Rawson, four bream and three dozen of 
roach and dace, p 

HALLIFORD,—B. Rosewell, with Mr, Bishop, in one day, six jack and three brace 
of perch, 

SHEPPERTON.—W, House, iniseven days, twenty-five dozen of gudgeon, four 
brace of perch, four dozen of roach and dace, and eight jack, the largest Selb, Fs 
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Poulter, in four days, thirteen dozen of gudgeon, seven dozen of roach, and two 
dozen of dace ; and another day, seven dozen of gudgeon and one dozen of roach. 

Dockerr Pornt.—J, Haslett, in three hours, five barbel ; and another day, four 
jack and three barbel. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, one day, nine barbel and four dozen of gudgeon ; another 
day, four dozen of roach and one barbel; another day, in one hour, two barbel ; 
another day, in two hours, three barbel and one dozen of gudgeon ; another day, two 
barbel, one bream, one chub, three jack, and three eels ; and another day, a barbel of 
7ilb. J. Hackett, one day, six dozen of roach and dace ; another day, four chub ; 
another day, with Mr. Ignes, seven dozen of gudgeon, six dozen of roach and dace, 
and one chub ; and another day, thirteen dozen of gudgeon. 

Sraines.—J. Keene, jun., in seven days sixty-four barbel (largest 6lb. 20z.), one 
trout, four jack, and eight dozen of roach and dace. H. J. Clarke, in one day, nine 
barbel (the largest’ 8lb) ; and another day, seventeen dozen of roach and dace. G. 
Osman, in five days, twenty-four barbel, twelve dozen of roach and dace, two chub, 
and one bream. 





UPPER THAMES. 


The water is particularly bright, and any fish worth catching most difficult to 
obtain, the only exception possibly being gudgeon, which succulent rascals may be 
obtained for the asking by the twenty or thirty dozens per days, if the swims are 
well chosen. Roach can only be approached early and late, and even then the 
whereabouts must be found between beds of weeds in from 3ft. to 4ft. of water. 
Perch are now best had in gudgeon swims, or by spinning a minnow in sharp streams 
over the weeds. Barbel are difficult to obtain except in well-baited swims, and even 
in these the game is hardly worth the candle, the fish biting very shyly, and half a 
dozen small ones, as a rule, being the result of a thousandlobs. Jack are well inthe 
weeds, and will be best left there for two months: when the eviction comes 
and the roof is taken from over their heads, they will be likely to 
acceptany tenancy on their own or the angler’s hook. Goring.—Rush has had, 
with patrons, in three days, some ten jack, twenty-two brace of perch, and gudgeon 
uncountable. Wargrave.—Wyatt, Tuesday, six barbel, perch, and chub, the 
bag scaling 30lb. odd. Henley.—Winsdale, seventeen dozen gudgeonand four perch 
on Tuesday. Aston.—Collins, a pretty jack of 4lb., and Mr. Parry eleven dozen of 
gudgeon, and few perchand chub. Hurley.—T. Street (the “ Black Boy” of yore, 
but now the Miller of the Thames), with friends, a grand dose of gudgeon and 
chub, daylight failing only spoiling the sport. Thursday night.—Water bright as 
gin ; fish very ungetatable. Anglers should be up with the lark and out with the owl 
for sport just now.—MARLOW Buzz. 4 

Thames (Datchet). 

The water still very bright. My best days have been ten barbel and sixteen dozen 
of gudgeon, and some very nice perch. My son Harry’s best days haye been nine 
barbel ; six another day, and five, and have had some very good sport with the 
gudgeon and perch,—J. HOARE, 


Thames (Goring). 


Water low and clear, have been out four days; two best days four jack and a 
dozen of perch and ten dozen of gudgeon.— JOHN RUSH, 


} Thames (Windsor). 

Though water is extremely bright, anglers have been getting fair sport, those 
using the finest tackle, of course, making the best bags; the Countess of Wilton, 
Lady H. Wilton, and Sir Frederick Johnson having, with Plummer, jun., of Monkey 
Island, miscellaneous baskets, comprising barbel, perch. roach, and dace, the best 
take being seven dozen and five gudgeon, and five dozen and two roach in five 
hours, Lady H. Wilton also took a dace with an unbaited hook, which, attached 
to a gut-cast, was lying over side of punt to soak ; and an enormous perch cheated 
Sir Frederick by getting into the weeds. Messrs. G. R. and J. P. Larkins, of the 


Richmond Piscatorials out to-day with James Gray have just shown me a nice basket | 


of barbel, seven fish going 18lb. 140z.—largest, 41b. 140z. They also had a nice 
eel of about 2lb., the first I have ever known taken with greaves. 
sport has been had with the roach, Mr, “ Bow ” Atkins, of Windsor, and friend having, 
after 4 p.m., on one occasion, a bag of over 14lb., including a fine chub of 3}Ib., 
which Mr. A. very skilfully handled on his fine roach tackle, and eventually 
landed. Numerous bags of gudgeon have been made; but the record of years gone 
by—viz., 63 dozen in eight hours to three rods—has not been reached. Jack are 
also feeding well, though weeds interfere very much with the sport in open places 
where the paternoster can be worked, Thisis a very deadly tackle to use now. Mr. 
Lea, of the Windsor Castle, Mayall-road, Brixton, out to-day with Bunce, jun., has 
just shown me a nice bag of six barbel, the largest fish 41b. : 


“a Ancholme (Caistor). ee 
Weather and water are now in the most perfect condition for bottom-fishing, both 
at the Ancholme and Riverhead. Roach are coming better on the feed, whilst the 
way the bream take hold in the early morning leaves little to be desired. A few 
visitors have been to Riverhead, and the sport has been in most cases fair. The water 
in trout becks is running low.—THOMAS Forp. 


: ; Bure (Norwich). 

Sport,on this stream during the past fortnight has yaried very much with the 
direction of the wind, which for some days was unkind, and blew steadily from E. 
and N.E.; but on other and warmer days some excellent bream fishing has been’ had 
at Wroxham, I was there last night, and catches of six stone and eight stone are 
reported both by host Jimpson and host Whittaker ; the latter also informs me some 
capital catches of perch and jack have been had by customers of his, One London 
gentleman, who is staying in Whittaker’s cottage, took eleven jack in one day ; and 
on other occasions eight down to 3 o’clock yesterday. Reports from Horning Ferry 
and Acle are good, as also from upper parts of the river at Coltishall. Bream are 
large and plentiful. A Norwich angler caught seven the other evening, weighing 
291b., the largest going 6lb. A few days before, forty large bream were caught, 
some 51b,.—ROBERT MOLL. 

Chichester. 


Anglers seem to be having better sport from the reports which have reached me. 
In the upper waters of the Ouse Mr. Colgate, on Friday, the 20th inst., took a small 
jack, and on Tuesday had capital sport with a pike in the Mill Pool at Fletching. 
After a quarter of an hour’s play he succeeded in landing the fish, which was in 
excellent condition, weighing close upon 8lb. Some good roach have been taken in 
the lower reaches. At the Lee Farm Fisheries roach have been plentiful, Captain 
Archer landing several good specimens, some scaling 13lb. A brace of good pike 
were taken last week, scaling 2Ulb. At Chichester bream are feeding better. A 
pike of 34lb. was taken with gentles, At Brighton Old Pier, on Tuesday, Mr, 
Beasley took a fine bass, scaling 1431b. At Selham fish are feeding well in the even- 
ing. Weather fine—GrorGsE F, SALTER, J 


Colne (Thorney Weir House). 

The water is very low on account of putting new machinery in the mill; but 
nevertheless some very fine roach have been taken at the Shoulder of Mutton by S. 
Udale, ten, one over 13lb, There has been but few members down ; hence such 
small report.—J, L, MURRAY-SHIRREFP, 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

There has been fine water and a clear sky the whole of this week, but in spite of 
these undesirable conditions some decent bags have been taken, We hear Mr. 
Bullock, of Derby, took seven brace from near the Dove Dale length yesterday (Wed- 
nesday) with the Derby Killer. A dish of five brace was taken by a somewhat 
youthful fisherman with the same bait and on the same water. On Tuesday, the 
17th inst,, we hear of other takes that are very good, when the condition of weather 
and water is considered, Two trout sealing 3lb, the brace were taken from near 


Some excellent ~ 


Mayfield yesterday with the Golden Dun. Other fish have been landed with this 
fly this week, Itisa fly admirably suited to a fine water.—FosTER Bros., Ash- 


bourne, 
_ Derwent (Matlock). ‘ 
Mr. Geo. Else had the nicest basket of fish on Wednesday evening I have seen 


this season. He had seven fish—three brace of grayling and one trout—with 
maggots, The exact weight I send: one fish, 11b. 30z. ; one, 1b. loz. ; one, 11b. 2oz. ; 
one, 1lb, O0z. ; and the other three fish under l1lb. Altogether, he had 6$1b. of 
fish. I must add that Mr. Geo, Else is the most successful amateur angler we have 


residing in Matlock.—C. 8. 
Esk (Whitby). 


The waters of the river Esk are in splendid fishing order, and anglers are busy day 
after day, the sport being most excellent. There haye been several heavy floods 
lately, and many thousands of salmon-trout have been enabled to get easily over 
the various dams and into the upper reaches of the river. The other day, Mr. 
Edwin Westgarth caught a salmon weighing 431b.; Captain James Dinsdale, three, 
weighing altogether 17lb.; Mr. R. Linton, two, weighing 12lb. ; Mr, Keighley, jun., 
one of 5lb.; Mr. Briggs, Arncliffe Hotel, one of 611b.; Mr. D. Green, two, weighing 
15lb, and 101b. respectively ; Mr. Robert Love, one of 2lb.; Mr. Robert Calvert, one 
of 2}1b. Another gentleman, a visitor, had hold of a beauty, a sixteen-pounder , 
but failed to land him, though he struggled and tried all his art for four and a half 
hours.—J. J. J. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing : Plenty of sport this week for lovers of boat fishing ; a quantity of 
bream is being caught by boating parties to the westward, while those fishing to the 
eastward have had some good catches of whiting pout, codlin, pollack, and gurnard 
Souch reports fish plentiful both to the eastward and westward, biting free, and in 
prime condition. Some good strings of fish have been caught by amateurs fishing 
from Britton’s Rock, Shallow Path, the Pierhead, and Jetty. Weather fine ; with 
good prospects for the next few days,—E, ComEr, 


Lake District. . 

The rivers are in nice angling condition, though the weather is somewhat cold. 
There is, however, abundance of food on, mostly large-winged flies. Trout-fishing 
has had a new start. Good baskets have been made both in the Kent, Mint, and 
Sprint. In the first-named, Mr. Head had twelve, and twelve upon two other occa- 
sions, Mr, Milward eleven, whilst in the upper reaches, upon two occasions, Mr. H, 
Mann had 921b, and seven fish respectively. The nets at Low Levens and Ainside 
have both been doing well. Anglers, too, have had good sport among the sea fish, 
especially Messrs Park and Beadle at the Waiste, on the Kent. Messrs, Atkinson, 
R. Atkinson, Bleaze, Whitehead, Garnett, and Fisher have also been successful 
among sea fish, The rivers and angling are daily improving in condition— 


EPHEMERA, 
Lea (Tottenham), 

Several jack have been taken since my last report, one over 51b, falling to the rod 
of Mr. Tuck. Some good eels have been taken sniggling in the Copper Mill Stream, 
the water being so low in consequence of the improvements being made by the East 
London Water Works Co. There is no difficulty in introducing the bait into the 
open doors of the eels’ homes. Mr. Denny captured several on Saturday last, one of 
them weighing 3lb. The roach are now (daily) on the surface, and wielders of the 
fly-rod, so long as the present weather lasts, need not return home witha blank. 
The most killing flies are small Governors, with Red Tag, the Adopted, or any small 
red hackle flies, with green, peacock herl bodies, and red or claret tags. Mr, 
Thomas, of the Clapton Anglers, Mr. Brieden, and Messrs. D, and J, A. Bennett have 
captured many dozens the last fortnight.—HACKLES RED. 


Leicester, : 

We have been favoured with the most delightful weather lately ; it has caused a 
large influx of anglers to the waters in this district. Sport has been anything but 
profitable, roach continuing to bite very shyly, and old anglers complain of this 
being the tamest season for some years. In the Leicester town waters the best fish- 
ing has been had from the canal and brook, and the takes averaged from 3lb. to 51b. 
each. White creeded wheat and paste is the most killing bait. Perch just now have 
afforded better sport than has been the case for some time, the Maiden Dew Worm 
and May Grub being irresistible to our voracious friend. A large number of chub 
have been eagerly feeding at the fly in the brook late most evenings; but, owing 
to the clearness of the water, immediately anglers get anywhere near them 
they instantly get down again. There has been very little pike-fishing. Angling 
in the Wreake and Narborough rivers has shown no improvement. To-day (Thurs- 
day) the weather has continued fine, and the half-day’s holiday, as usual, has allowed 
a large quantity of rodsters to indulge in their favourite pastime. Next Saturday 
(September 4th) the usual thirty prizes will be fished for in the preserves of the 
Leicester Angling Society, when there is no doubt but that there will be additional 
reed shown in the eyent, which has always been extensively patronised.— 

LERT, 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these rivers are clear, but low. Little fishing has been done with the fly. 
With the Wasp Grub a few good trout have been caught. In the evening the Maggot 
has been successful, The Pinsley is low and clear; fishing in it very quiet,— 
GWYNNE, ; 

Medway (Tunbridge): 

The water is in first-class trim, but for some reason or other fish are not on the 
feed as they should be, or else the anglers are not subtle enough to get hold of them, 
That the fish are in plenty anyone can see on a bright day, when they are up 
priming. There have been no heavy takes, though two or three small baskets of 
roach and bream have been caught.—YE MEDWAY WATER-RAT, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Sport has been rather slack since my last report with the exception of roach. 
Although the water is in good condition the fish have gone off. Squire Bromley and 
Squire Webb have had very good luck since they first came, including to-day (Thurs- 
day), taking 300 roach, largest 131b. 5 perch, 24 bream, largest 221b., 11 pike, 1 tench, 
23lb., and 21 eels, making a total of 362 ; but a few pike have been taken during the 
week by other fishermen, showing they are coming on, windy weather being more 
favourable. I omitt ed Mr. T, P. Trever of Kingsland’s take of bream on the 16th, 
which was very good; the weather turning out so unfavourable at mid-day put a 
stop to it. One fish was a decent one of nearly 3lb. Subscriptions are required for 
fishing.—H, Rout. 

Severn (Kidderminster). 

There have been several slight rises in the river during the last fortnight, and 
those anglers who took advantage of the opportunity have done well, baskets vary- 
ing from 6lb. to 101b. per rod of roach and dace being the rule ; trout are more 
notable for their absence of late in the Severn. Anglers visiting the Stour have 
done well with the roach, and several fishermen angling above the town have had 
nothing to complain of, a brace or brace and a half of trout falling to each rod, 
beside white fish. One of our honorary members secured a beautiful fish of 131b. 
it must be understood that the water above the town is nearly always clear and 
sweet, but below it is altogether another thing. One of our members at the last 
meeting night introduced another class of hook—l have heard of turned-up and 
turned-down eyed hooks, but I was not prepared to see a hook with two eyes,a 
sample of which I have inclosed with a hair attached, so that you should not lose 
it in opening the note. Our friend says the hook is patented. Perhaps, Mr. Hditor, 
you may have heard of, or seen something, of this class of hook ; I amof opinion 
it would be useless for fly-tying, but with the shank considerably shorter, it would 
do for paste or maggot fishing, being so much neater than tying with the finest silk. 
It would be possible, no doubt, to get any size or bend of hook you may require from 
the maker, and putting the hair or fine gut to pull (from the inside), the shank of the 
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hook, the strain would be, I think, as‘straight as though the hook were tied on with 
silk, and so do away with carrying a/lot.of hooks ready tied on. A small box with 
different sized hooks may be carried in the waistcoat pocket with a few 
lengths.of drawn gut in the other, and all is complete—that is, if the hooks would 
do.—E. ; 

[The hook is eyed like a needle, only has double eyes, 
the maker.—ED. | ; 


We should like to know 


Severn (Gloucester). 

During the past week very little has been done in the above river. The Berkeley 
Canal has been visited by some well-known anglers, who have had good sport with 
the roach, their takes being from 101b. to 301b.per man per. day, all taken with 
paste. Very little was done by the club members on the 19th inst. at Wainloads Hill. 
The best take was 41b. of roach. In reference to the friendly match that was 
announced to take place on ‘the 19th, owing to the Cheltenham week the secretary 
was unable to get his men’ together; but it is probable that the match will take 
place at an early date-—SINGLE Harr. 


ie Ale Teme (Ludlow). 

This stream is very low, and but little has been done init in the daytime ; during 
the evening fine trout have been caught with the fly, and nice ones with the Wasp 
Grub. The Corve, Ony, Clun, and Ledwyche are all very low, and few anglers have 
been on the banks.—S, LuDLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


The water in this part keeps very low, and fishing has been very quiets, ,There 
have been a few good trout taken; with the Wasp.Grab. Fly-fishing has been: best in” 
the evening... The Rea, Kyre; and Ledwyche aresall-very low and clear ; little has. 


been done in them+—WORCESTEROn. o_ sorte orlt ect & 
a odd asid-7h -o Trent (Nottingham). . eb doerpeer 
The river in this district on Thursday was ‘lower than it had been’'for months 
past, and anglers for barbel have ‘daily been pounding away at the ‘fish. In the 
Shardlow length most of the swims were baited'in the early part of the week, and 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, Messrs. Theaker, of Nottingham, killed sixteen fish, 
besides dace, perch, and chub ; ten were got from the salmon swim, and two Derby 


gentlemen enjoyed rare sport. On Tuesday, Messrs. Coxon and Alfred Shaw (of, 


cricket celebrity), were favoured with a day at Sir Henry Bromley’s, at Stoke, when 
they caught one barbel and nearly sixty very fine dace. Above Stoke some good 
lots of roach were got with creed wheat. Plenty of coarse fish have been got in the 
evening above Beeston, where, however, the bottom weed is exceedingly troublesome. 
There has not been much doing in the Weston districts-THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


There has been very little doing since my last report. I was down at Ripon last 
Saturday, and killed good dish of trout on the club waters. I had thirty-two fish, 
weighing 83lb. Nearly all of them were taken with August Brown and Small Red 
Ant. The weather during the last few days has been intensely hot, and quite against 
fly-fishing during the day-time.—FRancis M. WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the latter end of last week and the beginning of this, the Derwent had a 
most beautiful woodland “ coloured ” water on it, a very killing water generally for 
either top or bottom, and good baskets was the order of the day. Sport with the 
fly has been very good in the Chatsworth, Darley, and Matlock Bath Club waters, 
especially by good fly fishermen, most of them having faircreels of fish. The bottom 
anglers during the week have done fairly well,—GEORGE JAMES HATON, 


: Yare (Norwich). 

Roach-fishing on this river has been fairly good ; most luck, of course, falling to 
those best acquainted with the stream, although some first-class catches have been 
made by a London gentleman—viz., Mr. Philip Geen, who succeeded by legering in 
landing, on every occasion he tried, some very fine roach ; he has also been very 
successful with the bream at Somerleyton on the Waveney. Your readers, if they 
refer to the local matches, of which I send you an account, will see what sort of 
sport has been had, and the heaviest catches. Buckenham Ferry has certainly had 
a lion’s share of the clubs this season, and also been as full as possible of visitors, 
both artists and anglers, who oneand all express every satisfaction with the treatment 
they receive at the hands of Host and Hostess Garrett. Both at Brundall, and down 
at Cantley, sport is now in full swing, and those wishing for bream cannot do better 
than communicate with Host Goldspink, Cantley Red House, Prospects good.— 
RoBeRT MOLL, 

poe oe Yor (Hawes). 

Angling matters in this district have been very quiet lately, owing to every available 
effort being made to secure the hay crop, which, owing to the dampness of the season, 
has been most difficult to do ; and, indeed, much of the hay yet remains out of doors. 
Since my last report we have had a few freshes, but few anglers have been out. 
Visitors have had the water almost to themselves ; I do not hearof much being 
done, except by floating the worm and fly—float-fishing is rising into great favour. 
Mr. James Hesseltine took a nice dish angling thus a few days ago. The best dishes 
I have had for many weeks have been 11,9, and 13 brace ; in the 11 brace Thada 
brace of roach—these were taken at Semmerwater foot. A party of five of us went 
over, and the result was 11, 94, 65, 43, and 1 brace ; four of us each had a brace of 
roach. Roach and bream are very numerous in thislake. Grouse shooting has been 
in full swing; but, owing to the unfavourable winter, the birds are small, 
Barometer falling ; wind, S.E.; prospects good.—J. CoRRY. 
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_ SCOTCH NOTES. 


ALTNAGEALGACH HoTEn, SUTHERLAND.—The following are the takes for this 
week :—August 16th, Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, of Sunderland, Loch Cama, forty-five 
fish, 13lb.; Mr. Halcro, of Sunderland, Loch Veyatie, thirty-six fish, 831, ; Mr, —— 
and friend, of London, Loch Urigall, sixty-six fish, 17lb. August 17th, Mr. 
Halcro, Loch Urigall, thirty-three fish, 10Ib. ; Mr, Campbell, Loch Urigall, thirty-six 
fish, 841b. ; Mr. and friend, Loch Cama, seventy fish, 201b,; Mr, Brown and 
friend, of Glasgow, Loch. Urigall, sixty-seven fish, 18lb. August 18th, Mr. Halcro, 
Loch Boarlan, twenty-two fish, 7lb.; Mrs. Camptell, Loch Cama, eighteen fish, 








13lb. August 19th, Mrs, Campbell, Loch Boarlan, fifteen fish, 53lb. August 20th, 


Mr. Brown and friend, Urigall, sixty fish, 201b. August 21st, Mr. Campbell, Loch 
Urigall, fifty-five fish, 1431b. ; Mr. Tarver and friend, of Bristol, Loch Cama, thirty- 
six fish, 121b, Weather very unfavourable for fishing.—JoHN McDONALD, | 

THE ANNAN.—The river and tributaries have been in good condition during the 
past week, On Tuesday Mr. McLaughlan, Lockerbie, had a nice salmon of 91b., and 
on the following day he had good fishings of sea-trout, Mr. W. Ballantyne had, on 
Tuesday, 14 herlings, whilst on Thursday Mr. Lamonbie, Kirkpatrick, had a good 
salmon and another angler 12 sea-trout. Yesterday the rivers were in better con- 
dition, and anglers were out in considerable numbers. Fishing in Swindale Beck, a 
tributary of the Eden, near Musgrave, on Thursday, Mr. Wm. Watson, of West View, 
Brough, basketed 16lb. of trout with the worm, and Mr, T, Birbeck, of Church 
Brough, killed 40 good trout with the same bait. —W. 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAyY,—Anglers in the rivers in the South of Scotland 
during the past week have been pretty successful, In the early part of the week 
the rivers were in flood, and some good takes were had, several salmon being landed, 
The weather in the middle of the week was fine, and a large number of anglers 
were out all having more or less good sport. Fish are, as a rule, more plentiful in 
the lower reaches of the riyers.. In the Langholm waters, Mr. 8. M‘Millan hada fish 
of 7lb,,and Mr. James Laidlaw one of blb. Yellaw trout are plentiful, and all 
round the rivers, are well stocked, Among good baskets of yellow trout may be 
mentioned those,of Mr. B, Niven, London, and Mr. A, Park, Langholm,’in the Esk. 

Esk (DUMFRIESSHIRE),—In the Canonbie waters of this riyer, in ‘the early part 
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of this week, during the flood there were good takes of sea-trout and whiting, and 
some good salmon were also landed. In the Langholm waters there have also been 
good takes of trout and whiting, and several salmon have also been landed, but fish 
are not so plentiful in the upper reaches of the river as lower down. In the Lang- 
holm water Mr. Robt. Reid had a fish of 13lb. weight ; Mr. Sam M‘Millan had one 
Daas and Mr. Jas. Laidlaw one of 5lb, The river is now fairly stocked with 
salmon, : 

ForSINARD HOTEL (SUTHERLANDSHIRE).—On Wednesday, Major Grant and:Mr. 
Toope had 28 trout on Loch-en-ruar; Mr. Jeakes had 13 trout on Shealg, heaviest 
1lb. ; Mr. Cook had 12 trout on Coorach, On Thursday, Mr. and Mrs. Cook had:21 
trout ; and Major and Mrs, Grant had 22 trout on Loch-en-ruar ; Mr. Toye and Mr. 
Richardson had 60 trout on Forsinain Burn; Rev. J. Jeakes and friend had 16 trout 
on Loch Acron, heaviest 1b. 20z. ; day much too bright. On Saturday, Major Grant 
had 25 trout on Loch-en-rnar, and again on Monday, 27 trout, heaviest lb, 2oz. 
Trout on the lochs here are now in splendid condition, and anglers should lose,no 
time in coming north, as the season is now far advanced. 


KIRKAIG (LOCHINVER, SUTHERLAND).—August 16, Mr. Chamers, one grilse; 831h., 
one trout, 41b.; Mr. Jones, Loch Fewin, 231b. trout ; Mr. Bankart, one Salmo ferox, 
August 17, Mr. Sheriff, Loch Assynt, 91b, trout; Mr. ‘Rogers, Lower Kirkaig, two 
grilse, 91b. and 6lb.; Mr. Smith, Loch Beannoch, 7b. trout ; Mr. Booth, Loch 
Crogach, 91b. trout ; Messrs. Bankart and Gough, Loch Veyatie, 421b. trout, averaging 
three to a pound. , August 18, Mr. Booth, Loch Assynt, 7lb. trout’; Major-General 
Irvine, Loch Fewin, one dozen trout, 9b. ; Mr. Rogers, Loch Fewin, 8lb. trout; 
Messrs, Smith and friend, Loch Veaytie 151b. trout. August 19, Mr, Ohamers, Loch 
Fewin,” 101b. trout; Mr. Watson, Little Loch, Beannoch; 7lb. trout ; Major- 
General Irvine, Loch Kirkaig, two salmon, 91b. and 8lb. ; Mr. Bankart, Loch Assynt, 
one Salmo feroa, 41b.; Messrs, Jones-and Gough, Loch Assynt, 16lb. trout: August 
20, Mr, Rogers, Loch Roe, eight sea-trout, weighing 6lb.; Major-General Irvine, 
Loch Kirkaig, three sea-trout, 4, 2, and 2b. To-day very stormy. Boats cannot’be 
kept on the lochs with wind. August 21, Mr. Dawson, Loch Fewin, 13}1b. trout ; 
Mr, Gough, Loch Assynt, 101b. trout; Mr. Rogers, Loch Roe, 41b. sea-trout. ~Very 
bad weather for fishing ; rivers very low._JoHN DUNNET. 


Locu LupnaiG.—On Thursday, Mr. Smith, Liverpool, killed 19 trout ; and on 
Friday, Messrs. Lawson and M‘Dougall, Alloa, 11. se 

LocH RANNOCH.—On the 17th, Mr. Ward, from the Macdonald Arms Hotel, had 
15lb. of trout ; on the 18th, 41b.; on the 19th, 8lb.; and on the same day, Messrs, 
Ballingall, Dundee, had 181b. 

Loce LEVEN.—AMATEUR (EDINBURGH) CLUB CoMPETITION,—The weather on 
Friday was dull all day, with a strong boisterous wind from the south-west, which 
caused most of the boats to fish from the lee of the islands. There were five com- 
petitors in the club, who reported fifteen trout 15lb. 140z., the prizes being gained 
as follows :—Ist, Mr. R. P. Wilson, three trout, 4lb. 7oz. ; 2nd, Mr. L. Spence, four 
trout, 3lb. 6oz.; 3rd, Mr. J. G. Mason, three trout, 3lb. 40z. The prize for the 
heaviest trout fell to the rod of Mr. Wilson with IIb, 11302. Private parties reported 
the following :—Mr. Paul, Edinburgh, ten trout, 11lb.; Mr, Lawrence, six trout, 
6lb,; Mr. Allan, ten trout, 111b. 80z, ; Mr. Paterson, Rothesay, five trout, 6lb. 802. ; 
Mr, Jones, Liverpool, ten trout, 101b. 80z. ; Mr. Bawden, London, five trout, 
6lb, 120z.; Mr. Ednie, Edinburgh, six trout, 71b. 1202. 

Locn Awr.—Sport fair. On Monday, Hanan, one salmon, 6lb. Hill lochs very 
good.—TAYOREGGAN Hore. 

YTHAN TrpAL.—Although anglers continue to aflirm that the river is teeming 
with beautiful fish, the sport has not been so satisfactory as on the previous week. 
Various causes contribute to this, the chief of which have been low, dead tides and 
cold easterly winds. Tides now improying, and good sport anticipated. The follow- 
ing lady and gentlemen fished from the hotel during the week :—Mr. Nares and 
Mr. Ewen, Oldmeldrum; Mr, Charles White and Mr. Morrison, Aberdeen; Mr. 
Aitken, barrister, London ; Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood and Mr. J. H. Smith, Hdin- 
burgh; Mr. J. F. Burton, Fife Arms, Braemar; Mr. Murray, advocate, and Mr. 
Jamieson, Aberdeen. Average weight of fish, 60z. to 141b.; average baskets per day, 
6, 8, 10, 12, and 16lb.; white tube and Devonshire favourite baits. The weather dry 
and bright ; is suitable for bright tackle and small flies. In‘a fortnight hence the 
nets will be off, and the fishing at its very best. Weekly reports given, and parti- 
culars supplied on application.—J. RITCHIE, lessee, Udny Arms, Aberdeenshire 
Fishery. 
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IRISH NOTES. 


Erne anp LouGH Metyin.—The heavy rain and strong south-west wind con- 
tinued all through the past week. The river was a good deal discoloured, and it 
was only fished for an odd day during the week, consequently the returns are small. 
Mr. R, Crawford, on the 16th, one salmon, 10lb., and three grilse, 7, 5, and 41b. 
Captain Barry, on the 19th, one salmon, 22lb. | Master L. Moore, on the 21st, one 
grilse of 7lb. But three anglers were on the river last week, and only for an occa- 
sional day. The wet and stormy weather did not affect the trout-fishing on Melvin, 
which improved a good deal, and capital sport was obtained—M, RoGAN, JUN., 
Ballyshannon, co. Donegal. 

Moy AND LAKES (BALLINA).—Since last report only few salmon were taken 
with fly. We have had very dead, heavy weather, with overhanging clouds. Many 
fish rose, but would not hook. On Monday there came a change, and Mr, P. Atkinson 
killed four salmon and Mr. W. ©. Wilson killed three. On Tuesday Mr. Johnson 
killed two salmon and Mr. Ormsby three. Trout are rising fairly well on the lakes, 
considering the weather we have had, and some fair-sized ones have been got on 
the troll, the largest I have heard of weighing 8lb,—FRANK HeEARNS, Ballina, 
co, Mayo. 

Tub SUIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES.—I have no salmon captures to record this 
time. The superior attractions of the grouse have caused all the favourite stands on 
the river to be, for a time at least, deserted in fayour of the moor and mountain ; 
but these attractions will, as the feathered game get wild and scarce, soon lose their 
entire hold, and the gentle art resume its sway, especially as reports of a good run 
of autumn fish are spreading ; already one can hear, long after darkness sets in, the 
heavy fish “ throwing themselves,” time after time, on the different stands, now 
left free from nets till the end of the season. The trout-fishing, which was for the 
summer months chiefly confined to the main river, is now recommencing on the 
tributaries. On Monday, Mr. J. H. Lonergan killed three dozen on the Nire, andon 
Tuesday Capt. Le Terriere two anda half dozen more; but these trout run small, 
about six to the pound. On another water “ Barney ” killed half a dozen, averaging 
41b. each, yesterday. He also killed two pike, 6}1b. and 71b,, and lost athird. The Suir 
still heads them all for size, quality, and numbers. W. Dwyer killed fifty-four one 
evening (but this was far and away an exceptional take) ; thirteen of them averaged 
over lb, each_— RICHARD BRADFORD. 
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LAND-LocKED SALMON.—Three fine specimens of this Canadian fish of about 
14in, in length, which have been presented to Mr. Thomas Spreckley by the Science 
and Art Department at South Kensington, were taken to Chertsey on Thursday last, 
and placed in one of the tanks belonging to Mr. James Forbes, of Chertsey Bridge, 
prior to their being turned into the Thames in that neighbourhood. 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Few persons are so favoured by circumstances, or so 
fortified by nature,as to enable them to pass unscathed the sore trials of an inclement season. With 
catarrhs, coughs, and influenzas everywhere abounding, it should be universally known that Holloway’s 
Ointment, diligently rubbed upon the chest, checks the worst assaults of these maladies, and securely 
wards off more grave and dangerous diseases of the throat and lungs. _The truth of this assertion 
must remain unquestioned in the face of thousands of unimpeachable living witnesses, who have per- 
sonally derived the utmost possible benefits from this treatment when their present sufferings were 
appalling, and their future prospects most disheartening. Both remedies act admirably together. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. | 


[ We do not hold owrselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


SALMO FEROX, ko. 

Srr,—In answer to “W. M.,” I must again quote Mr. Stoddart’s “Angler’s 
Rambles,” p. 119: “There is one circumstance worthy of notice in regard to the 
Loch Awe ferow—in fact, it may be held as characteristic of that particular breed. 
It is this that, when impelled to congregate and pair off for spawning purposes, 
instinct, instead of guiding them to the tributaries of the lake—the Urchay or 
Avich—leads them to its lateral outlet, the Brandir Pass, a defile through which 
the waters of the loch make their escape to the sea, forming, as they do, a river of 
about four miles in length. The accommodation sought for by the ferox on the 
course of the river Awe seldom, if ever, extends to more than the hang or main 
throat of the river, or the one or two streams in connection with it. Here, in the 
months of September and October, they haye been known to rise at and take the 
salmon fly. Two individuals, some years ago, were taken in succession by the late 
Mr. Robertson, of Kelso, at this point, with a large Tweed pattern.” 

Anyone acquainted with the habits of the Salmonidé on. reading this will see 
that Mr. Stoddart was not deceived, as ‘“ W. M.” alleges, but that “ W. M.” has come 
to a somewhat rash conclusion ; for, in supposing that the larger ones were salmon 
kelts, as your correspondent at first suggested, and that the smaller ones were sea- 
trout kelts, as he now suggests, can he now produce a particle of evidence as to kelts 
migrating seawards in September or October, or even of the existence of kelts at 
such a date? That is the very time when all the migratory species are on, or pro- 
ceeding to, the spawning beds, We are getting into a very pretty muddle, if we 
accept the kelt theory. 

Now, as to his being an “‘ ill-conditioned ” fish, and not “ toothsome ” (an assertion 
of “W. M.’” in a previous letter), I may quote a few passages from Colquhoun’s 
“Rocks and Rivers,” p. 20, on a run with a Loch Awe ferow. “A pull that bent 
my rod’s top to the water, and spun around my large wooden pirn, brought me to 
my legsataspring. To seiz3 the rod and place the butt above my knee, witha 
good bend at the top, was the work of an instant. The gorgeous fish sprang a yard 
out of the water, coming down with a splash that made the rocks echo.” . . . “‘ The 
JSerox bored like a harpooned whale. Sometimes he would change his course and go 
down to the bottom, taking forty yards of line, which he made swirl through the 
water with a humming noise, like a low sound of the telegraph wires. When I 
shook him up, he would fight away for the middle of the loch. At length he grew 
weaker, and I got him under command of a short line. It was a beautiful sight, 
that noble fish sometimes showing his glancing scales fora moment, and then try- 
ing to bore under the boat. He now began really to fail, and I felt I could lead 
him ; so, directing Sandy to a shingly part of the shore where there were no rocks, 
I determined to land him there. I was now on terra firma, but my fish was by no 
means done up yet. Every time I brought him to the shallow he dashed away with 
as much vigour as before. This could not last, and the bursts became shorter and 
slower, till my victim was unable to get down at all, and only struggled on the top 
of the water. I had time to admire his dimensions, colour, and shape, and was 
determined that no rashness or eagerness to obtain it should rob me of so rich a prize. 
At last he turned upon his broad and gleaming side. Now was my time, and like a 
wrecked and gallant vessel, he lay stranded on the beach. Arrived at Cladich, my 
first step was to order in the weighing machine, when my fish proved 1531b. odd. I 
had killed in Loch Vennacher the year before, with single gut, a clean salmon, which 
weighed 17lb. This salmon did not make near so fierce a run as the Loch Awe trout 
with gimp.” 

This rather long extract proves that the /evow is not always an ill-conditioned 
fish, and that he is not a kelt; and the two extracts, without further comment, 
show how wide of the mark are “ W. M.’s” suggestions about him. Now, as to the 
Carham experiment, which I quoted merely to show the difficulty of distinguishing 
certain smolts from common trout. The discrepancy between my account, derived 
from sources previously given, and “ W. M.’s” account, and the discrepancy between 
“W. M.’s” first and last statement, do not affect my remarks on that difficulty ; for 
as two such thorough sportsmen as the late Mr. Stoddart and Major Dickins—both 
residing on the banks of Tweed—differed in opinion from the committee and the 
practical fishermen about those young fish, that difficulty exists. 

Your correspondent says that there is no structural difference between the two 
trouts, and suspects that I have made a blunder about there being two trout smolts 
in Tweed. Healso says that I must see that there is strong evidence in fayour of 
the orange fin being the young of the bull-trout. Now, I must say that I fail to see 
that evidence. As to structural difference, Yarrell’s “ British Fishes,” Vol. II., p. 5, 
gives a plate showing the structural difference of the gill covers of the bull and sea- 
trout. Then follows a minute description of the same, into which I cannot here 
enter, but refer ‘‘ W. M.” to that work. There is also a structural difference in the 
tail fin—the tail of the bull-trout being square, in some of the old fish convex ; 
the tail fin of the sea-trout being forked, and, after the end of the third year, 
square. 


Fin rays of the bull-trout :— 
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Fin rays of the sea-trout :— 
D., 12); P., 13; V.,95 A.) 103 'C., 19. Vertebrea, 68. 


Now, as I said in my last letter, Mr. Stoddart, as long ago as 1836, at the mouth of 
the river Nairn, proved that the orange fin changed into the finnock, acknowledged 
to be the same as the black tail of Tweed—in fact, the young sea-trout—the next 
stage being the whitling, with forked tail in both states—a fish distinct from the 
bull-trout. In the whitling season in Glen, in 1877, I caught, in a day’s fishing, 
along with a basket of trout, two whitlings—llb. and 141b.—and a bull-trout of the 
first year—l#lb. The two first, with forked tail, were very pretity silvery fish, and 
the last, with square tail, not so pretty, and its flesh inferior in flavour to the former. 
The last is precisely the kind of young bull-trout which we have in great numbers 
in Coquet in autumn, where we have no true whitlings and no sea-trout proper, and 
no orange fins. We have the big bull-trout smolt in Coquet, with pale orange 
pectoral fins, and dirty white fins below. 

Iam afraid that I shall seem to “ W. M.” to be repeating my blunder; but I 
repeat that there are a bull-trout and a sea-trout smolt as I described them in my 
last letter, and I do not find myself in any muddle about them. Well-defined speci- 
mens of orange fins, and also of the big bull-trout smolt, are taken in Glen and 
Whitadder in any quantity. To compare the pectoral fins of the bull-trout smolt 
with an orange brought for the purpose would be ridiculous, as well as irrelevant, 
as I will grant that its pectoral fins may be yellowish, as it is not the smolt in 
question ; andit would be as fair to compare what ‘ W. M.” calls a white trout with 
a piece of chalk as to compare the fins of the orange fin with an orange. 

The late Alex. Russel (editor of the Scotsman), in his masterly work on the 
Salmon, p. 70, has:— Mr, Mackenzie says: ‘The Tweed bull-trout, commonly 
known as the black-tail—a very conspicuous fish—may be intercepted on its way 
from the North, but it has never yet been seen to the south of the Tweed ; and if its 
instinct was not perfect, the Dee, Don, and other rivers, by this time of day, would 
abound with it, as the Tweed does.’” Onthis Mr. Russel remarks: ‘There ate here 
two serious errors in matter-of-fact, as well as a correct statement, which goes quite 
against Mr. Mackenzie’s argument. One of the errors we are not much concerned 
to correct here, black-tail is the local name, not for the bull-trout (Salmo erioay, 
but for a very much smaller fish—one of the tribe of the Sa/mo albus, now generally 
held by naturalists to be only the young of the Salmo trutta, or whitling.” And 
again, he says, “ that in the Forth, the Tay, and other large and accessible rivers to 
the North, the species is almost a stranger.” 

Now, sea-trout are numerous in the Highland rivers andin Ireland, There are 
ho bull-trout in Ireland, and, as Mr, Russel says, virtually none in the North of 





Scotland. The Salmo eriox and Salmo trutta are therefore distinct fish, according to 
the best authorities, and have distinct smolts. About four years ago I saw a bull- 
trout 26lb. weight taken in a net at Norham-on-Tweed. The fisherman who showed 
it me said that they had taken one at the same place the year before of 281b.—the 
heaviest bull-trout I ever heard of. Do the sea-trout of the Highlands, and the 
white, 7.¢., sea-trout of Ireland, ever approach such a weight?—and yet the salmon 
there are as heavy—nay, heavier—than the Tweed salmon. If the ¢tr-wtta and eriow 
are identical, how does “ W. M.” account for the difference of weight between the 
sea-trout of the places mentioned and the bull-trout of Tweed and Coquet ?—I am, 
&e., PISCATOR. 


MR, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED-DOWN EYED, AND “ PENNELL 
LIMERICK” BEND, TAPERED SHANK SALMON-HOOKS, 


Sr1r,—My attention to the above hooks was attracted also in much the same 
manner as “Green Wren” describes his to have been in your last issue. I got some 
of the eyed-hooks from Farlow, and some of the tapered shank, through a tackle 
dealer, from Messrs. Harrison and Bartleet, of Redditch. I have tied all the new 
flies I required for this season on one or other of these hooks, and, so far as my ex~ 
perience of them goes, I consider them the very best hooks I ever fished with for 
taking a hold, keeping the hold, and not breaking. One hook did break with me ; 
but, if it did, it was after the fish was landed and struggling in the net. One of the 
tapered shanks I have landed nine fish with, and both fly and hook look good for 
another nine. It is a No. 4 hook. 

My experience of Mr. Pennell’s new hooks has been greater with the tapered 
shank than with the eyed ; but the bend, depth of barb, and length of point in both 
hooks being the same, and probably also the temper, I presume if one description of 
hook was faulty, so would be the other. I also inclose the broken hook, and with 
all respect to “Green Wren,” suggest that before he dubs any fly-tier the “ well- 
known premier fly-tier of Ireland,” he should, in justice tot h Rogans, Harrold, 
Haines, Martin Kelly, and many other well-known fly-tiers, qu his authority for 
granting such a high-sounding, and it may be quite undeserved, title. Nor in my 
humble opinion, does it it follow that, even if the individual in question 7s entitled 
to be called the ‘ premier, &c., &c.,” he has any practical knowledge or experience 
of what metal hooks should be made from, how they should be tempered, or why 
they should, or should not, take and keep a good hold.—I.am, Xc., 

ORANGE CLARET. 





Srr,—As I think I am mentioned in “Green Wren’s” letter last week on this 
subject, may I give my experience with these hooks ? 

On seeing them about a year ago in the Badminton series, I ordered 1,000 from a 
well-known maker, and on asking when they would be ready, they replied that it 
would be some weeks, as in the present state of things these hooks had to be sent 
to Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell for his inspection, In due time they arrived, and I 
was much pleased with the look of them. 

This year at Kilrae, early one morning, after killing a fish on an old gut eyed- 
hook, I hooked a fish about 15lb. on one of the new ones, and after a run or two got 
him well in hand, when the line came back with the hook broken off behind the 
barb. There was no reason for the hook going, as the fish was simply swimming 
round the boat quite quietly. Iwas much disgusted, but put it down to a solitary 
bad hook. ; 

Soon after this a friend broke another under more unfavourable circumstances, 
but not circumstances under which a first-class hook would have gone, I then tested 
again all the flies I had on these hooks. They all stood the test I usually give—viz., 
placing the point in a piece of wood and giving it a sharp pull. Later on I tried 
sinking the hook, over the barb, ina piece of soft wood, where it would be ina 
salmon’s mouth, and the murder came out, for every hook broke at the same spot. 
On returning to town, thinking that, having last confidence in the hooks, I had 
perhaps been too hard on them, I tested some more in the following way: Taking a 
hook I knew to be sound, I bound it to one of the eyed-hooks with waxed silk, and 
sinking both into a deal table, tested them, when the eyed-hook broke at the old 
spot, and the other was sound as ever. 

Now, these hooks were reported to have been sent to Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell 
for his inspection, and I have no reason to doubt it. If Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell 
would like the balance I shall have much pleasure in making him a present of them, 
as I am afraid of them; but if Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell would tell me where to 
get some sound ones, I should be much obliged, as they are very handy, and one 
knows that an old fly on these hooks is as sound at the head as a new one, and how 
often it happens an old washed-out fly will kill in preference to a new one. 

IfI may point out one thing, it is that the eyes are rather small for strong salmon 
gut to go through twice without tending to flatten the gut, and I can’t see the 
advantage of the wire tapering so much at the eye, as it makes the eye rather weak, 
In the trout hooks this taper is a disadvantage, for, unless the wings are put on right 
up to the eye, the tie becomes slack in sliding them into position.—I am, &c., 

Mr. P. 

[Mr. Pennell is always glad to have suggestions from practical anglers. We 
feel convinced that the knife is put too deep into the metal when the barb is made. 
We have had samples from three different anglers all broken at the barb-cut.—ED. ] 


S1r,—My experience of the Cholmondeley-Pennell turned-down eyed salmon-hook 
does not agree with your correspondent, ‘“‘ Green Wren’s,” inasmuch as I never had a 
breakage with any of his hooks, and I fished with them occasionally in Norway this 
year. 

Up to last spring I had been trying to find a really good eyed-hook, and when I 
saw the drawings in the Badminton Library I at once ordered some of Mr. Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell’s from C. Farlow. I thought at the time that a slight alteration 
in the loop which formed the eye would be an improvement, and I wrote to Mr. 
Cholmondeley-Pennell to this effect, receiving a very courteous letter in reply. I 
then wrote to C. Farlow, and he had me some hooks made with the desired altera- 
tion in the eye, the hooks being some of Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s bend and 
pattern,and some of * Limerick.” With these hooks towards 1,0001b. weight of salmon 
were caught, including a 37, a 41, and a 42Ib. fish, all in heavy water in Norway, 
and on no occasion did either the hook or the eye, or the gut where it joined the 
eye, break. 

I inclose you a sample hook of Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s pattern as to bend, 
but with the eye or loop altered to suit my wishes. You will observe that the shank 
is returned so far that the head of the fly will cover it, and that all possibility of 
friction with the gut-end is avoided. I find, also, that it is easier to dress a fly on 
these “ loop-eyed”’ hooks, as I call them, for you have a broader surface to tie the 
wing on to, and therefore you can fix it in position more securely and with less 
trouble, 

I do not intend to use any other than a turned-down eyed salmon-hook again, and 
though, personally, I prefer the “ loop-eye,” as made for me by Mr. C. Farlow, I 
am much obliged to Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell for putting me on the right tack._— 
I am, Xc., 

Dudmaston, Bridgnorth. F, A. WopycHn-WHITMORE. 

[Our correspondent’s idea seems to be a good one, If the short end were left a 
little longer, and then turned sharply back at an acute angle, it would makea 
splendid bait-hook (we suggested it to a Redditch house two years ago, and 
showed it to Mr. Pennell), as the point would act like the slice in the sliced hook, 
and yet not weaken the hook in any way.—ED. | 
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MR. G. J.EATON ON LOCAL FLIES v, EYED-HOOKS. 
&n2.—Having seen “ W, J. C.’s” practical testimony to the hooking and holding 
powers of eyed-hooks, &c,, please allow me space to make a few practical remarks 
on what “W. J. ©.” says. First of all, Mr. O, states that he was fishing the Derwent 
with local fi’ gS Alpes to him by local men, and found they would not take, He 
then put one o(f Holland’s Olive Duns on with detached rubber body (No, 00 eyed: 
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hook) ; rose nine fish, &c, Seven he bagged, and they were very firmly hooked. Now, 
Sir, is there anything extraordinary about this, either in the number of fish that 
«“ W. J.C.” killed, or the holding powers of theeyed hook? On the day in question that 
“W. J.C.” was fishing the Chatsworth water he only killed six anda half brace of 
small fish all day long with Holland’s floating flies, while the local fishermen, with 
their local flies, killed large baskets of fish, up to thirteen brace per angler. If I 
had been fishing the day “W. J. C.” was fishing, I should no doubt have taken 
twenty brace at least of both trout and grayling, as the fish were rising very freely 
and very sure. Will “W.J.O.” kindly state who the local man was who gave 
him the local flies he triedin vain, as I met himatthe Edleston Hotel on the day in 
question, and he never got any flies from me on that date? As to the holding powers 
of the eyed-hooks against those tied on gut, it’s all rot. There is scarcely 
a practical fly-fisherman in either Derbyshire or Yorkshire, where the 
best fly-fishermen of the day come from, that scarcely ever uses 
eyed-hooks now. They won’t have them—you miss so many fish with them, and 
after hooking your fish you lose many. When the eyed-hooks first came out, I tied 
some thousands of dozens of different kinds of flies on them ; now I scarcely ever 
make any for these for either Derbyshire or the Yorkshire streams. Only look at 
the holding powers of hooks tied on gut. I have this week been attending on a 
London angler, bottom fishing; he killed a great creel of coarse fish, including 
parbel, 341b., chub up to 2b. each, besides other fish, and one large eel, all with a 
small Kendal sneck-bend, No. 3 hook, on gut, only losing three fish all day after 
being hooked. I can give you hundreds of cases where the hooks tied on gut are far 
superior to those on eyed-hooking for holding purposes. I never use them myself 
now ; I tried them well, and found they did not act, so I gave them up altogether. 
GEORGE JAMES HEATON. 


[This letter arrived just as we were going to press last Friday, too late for last 
week, We had decided, in Mr. G. J. Haton’s own interest, not to putit in; but he 
writes pressing us to do so, “as several gentlemen asked him to send it.” Our corre- 
spondent, “ W. J. C.,” isa gentleman, and has absolutely no interest in hooks or 
flies, except to get the best. He merely said the local flies did not kill, and that 
Holland’s detached-bodied Olive did (a fact we can quite understand), and Mr. 
Eaton rushes in to make the “ local fly” cap fit himself, as though he were the only 
Derbyshire fly-maker, and boasts that if he had been fishing while “ W. J.C.” killed 
six and a half brace, he could “no doubt have taken twenty brace.” Finally, after 
supplying his customers, according to his own statement, with “thousands of 
dozens” of flies on eyed-hooks, he says they are “all rot.” This is the most bumptious 
letter we have had from Mr. Eaton since he said that, except his father, he had 
never met such an accomplished fly-fisher as himself.—ED. | 





NETTING THE RIVER ARUN. 

Srr,—Some time ago in the FISHING GAZETTE it was mentioned that a rev, 
gentleman—I think the name was King—had a right to nine miles of the river Arun 
for netting purposes. It was then stated that the rev. gentleman did not care about 
the fishing, and never troubled to net. Last Saturday week some men were netting 
the river from Houghton Bridge to the bends near Arundel Park ; they were said to 
have come from Watersfield. As this netting was done in darkuess after 
9 o'clock p.m., I fancy these men could have had no legal right. Now this being a 
tidal river, the fish going up in a shoal, fish netted out at Watersfield or Houghton 
must affect even Pulborough, where, I believe, the Lee Farm has lately been taken by 
a gentleman and preserved, or rather, I should say, made into a subscription water, 

Now my contention is that netting the river Arun at any portion of it between 
Arundel and Pulborough must affect even a preserve, as fish work up and down as 


the tide ebbs or flows, I, for one, trust that your valuable paper will take this 
matter up, and thus hope in time to put a stop to the netting of roach and bream— 
fish that afford sport to the London angler, bringing many pounds into the coffers of 
the L.B. & S.C.R. Company’s pockets, who ought to be the people most interested in 
preserving the fish.—I am Xc., AN ANGLER IN Sussex WATERS. 
P.S.—This netting occurred on Saturday, August 14. If Mr. King does not care 
for his nine miles of river, why does not Mr. Clout, or someone interested, obtain the 
right, and then prevent all illegal netting ? ‘ 





A WRECK AT SHEPPERTON. 
Srr,—Will you kndly allow me to acknowledge the receipt of the following 
donations, and to express my thanks to those who have responded to my appeal? 





Mr. H. C. Henderson De Ome OF Nir Ea SAChAes.c...ccecseteteaces 0 0 
Mr. ls Spreckteygs nausea tcoces 19 Ome 0) Ne AG Ba Hay accra sexe 7 Oneom, O 
My- Je eae W HOGldOMecn:sticccras ee 010 0} Mr, W. H. Brougham... 2.05 OF 0) 
Mire MH Bane ye .senctsencssns sens 010 0| Mr, Alfred Nuthall FeO 
Minh Robert hin tater eranasen tou saree 010 O| Mr. John Knechtli..............000 0 56 0 
—I am, &e., 


13, Cannon-street, August 25, THOMAS SPRECKLEY, 


RANDOM NOTES—“ WORMS, CARRIAGE PAID.” 

Srr,—To anglers about to purchase worms advertised for ls. 4d., carriage paid 
(and the number not mentioned), I say, dear friends—Don’t. 

I saw one of these boxes opened the other evening by an acquaintance who had 
bought them to sell again, and I must say [ never saw such a swindle. 

I have no hesitation in saying you could go to almost any tackle shop in London 
and get far better worms, and many more of them, for a third of the cost. You 
can go to Mr, Gold’s, for instance, in the Waterloo-road, and get as many cockspurs 
for 4d. or 5d. at least. 

“Someone ought to write to the papers,” said the acquaintance, savagely ; and I 
hope and trust someone has not written in vain. 

The box to which I refer really cost 1s. 6d., an extra charge of 2d. being made for 
semething or the other—I forget what ; perhaps it was for the box. Personally, I 
should be very sorry to have to pay 4d. for such an extraordinary mixture. 

In case of this being answered, the acquaintance, who is very sore on the subject, 
will reply.—I am, &c., 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 

Srr,—Will you kindly allow me space to acquaint the many customers I have 
made through the medium of my advertisement in your columns with the fact that, 
owing to the large increase in my business, I have removed to more convenient and 
central premises at 15, Mill-street, Maidstone, where it is respectfully requested all 
future communications be sent? 

I would like also to take this opportunity of sincerely thanking them for the 
many kind expressions of approval they have favoured me with, and assuring them, 
and you, that my intention is to continue, if possible, to please all,—I am, &e., 

EDGAR 8. SHRUBSOLE, 


AN AMATEUR’S ARTIFICIAL MINNOW. 

Srr,—Seeing in the “F. G.” a notice of an amateur’s artificial minnow, if your 
correspondent, Mr. W. Russell, will forward me pattern of same, I have no doubt I 
should be able to make them, having had a long experience in the manufacture of 
artificial baits.—I am, &c., } 
Harborne, Staffordshire. 





A. W. WARNER, 
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SEA-FISHING FROM PIERS, 
Srz,—In answer to your correspondent, “G. F. B.,” you say, ‘ The fishing from 


the pier at Eastbourne is wretched.” Whatabore! . ‘ 
You tell him to go to Deal ; but won’t he be a good Deal board there ?—I am, Kc., 
A SUBSCRIBER, 


[De’il a bit, unless he meets “ A S."—Ep. | 





THE TOWEY AND THE TIEFTI. 

S1r,—I should be much obliged if you, or one of your correspondents, could in- 
form me where I should obtain the best sport with “ sewin” in the Towey or Tiefi, 
South Wales, and also the name of a good local tackle-maker from whom to get the 

-necessar'y flies, &c,?—I am, &c., COHEIAR. 





ANGLING AT GROVE FERRY-ON-STOUR. 

Srr,—Having had my attention drawn to a letter you published, emanating from 
“T, R. Sachs” (copy inclosed, as I do not know date), I think his opinion should 
not go unchallenged, as, living in the neighbourhood as I do, I have quite a 
different one as regards the fishing in the Stour at this place, In the first place, 
the “ residents” he got his information from must have known very little about it, 
for there are millions of “small eels” in the river, and I-should say tons of large 
ones too, Ihaveseen hundreds, ranging from 41b. to about 20z., which were taken in 
the Stour; and as to other fish, I need only give you a few instances which have 
occurred within the month to prove that other fish do exist, unless we have caught 
them all. A young gentleman arrived one morning by train, and went at it at once, 
and before noon he had had the good (or bad) luck to hook five very fine bream ; but 
he only succeeded in landing one of them, which I saw scaled—it weighed 41b, 8toz. ; 
he no doubt would have landed some, if not all. of the others, but came without a 
landing-net, I presume he had been reading Mr. Sach’s letter, and came prepared 
to catch a “ few small eels” only. 

Another day, not three weeks since, another member of the craft, who understood 
his business, landed a dozen or fourteen fine roach, some weighing over 13lb.; the 
next day he came again and took 38 roach, the lot weighing 14lb. Another angler 
was fishing on the same two days, and had the good fortune of taking home a fine 
basket each time. 

I tried next day for a short time—i.c., from 2 to 4 o’clock, landing in that time 
12 roach, one weighing 11b. 100z., the othersranging from 13lb. to about i1b. I then 
had to give up for that day ; but next morning, before breakfast, I took four more, 
the four weighing 4lb. 

-Ido not think I need give other instances to prove there are other fish than 
‘hsmall eels” to be caught—in fact, I have this day heard from an old fisherman, 
who has fished this river for twenty years (but who to-day had no luck), that it is 
his positive opinion that you can get no better or larger perch and roach in any 
other English river than you can in the Stour, if you can only catch them; but of 
course this river is like a good many more—you want to know how to fish, when to 
fish, and what to fish with, and even then the best at the work will fail sometimes, 
as, if the fish are not on the feed, you won't catch them. 

The instances I have given above happened only a few days after the blow-boat 
had been over the ground several times, so I cannot think that can greatly interfere 
with the fishing, for, in my opinion, if they are driven down the river one tide they 
come back by the next, as the blow-boat can only work a mile or two at the time as 
the tide serves, 

I must also inform your readers generally that Mr. Sachs is most positively 

wrong in his statement that there is now no charge for fishing ; the charges are 
still as follows—é.c., 1s. per day, 2s, 6d. per month, 10s. six months, and £1 per year, 
and woe to the fisherman that is caught by the water-bailiff without his ticket. 
The proprietor of the hotel has nothing whatever to do with the fishing, with the 
exception that he sells tickets for the bailiff. 
_._I should not have written to such a length, but thought a letter of facts would, in 
a measure, at least refute the misleading letter that caused me to write at all, and I 
therefore trust you will find space in your much-sought-after paper to give it 
publicity.—I am, Xc., A RESIDENT. 

{“ A Resident ” sends us his full name and address, and, from his official position, 
has the best opportunities of knowing what is done. Mr. Sachs will be glad to hear 
that the fishing is better than he thought it was.—ED. | 





WIMBLEDON LAKE. 

S1r,—Angling has been very quiet here lately, On Aug. 10th Mr. Southwood 
took one carp, 6$lb. ; Aug, 16th, Mr, Beaven, one carp, 4#lb. ; Aug. 17th, Mr. Stidolph, 
one carp, 53lb., and I believe one good jack has been taken, Yesterday (Monday) 
numerous eels were skudding and circling all over the surface of the lake ; the same 
thing took place in the basin at Wanstead last Saturday. What their “little game ”’ 
is “is unbeknown” to me.—I am, &c., M, A. 

N,B.—Are they after the flies, or what? 


DRESSING FOR A LANDING-NET. 
S1r,—In answer to “ Buckenham,” I would recommend him to dress his landing- 
net with raw linseed oil. 

-. The process is simple and effective. Soak thoroughly the net in the oil ; shake it, 
and hang up to dry in the sun for about a month, and the dressing will be quite dry 
‘and hard, 

-In drying, do not let the oil collect too much in any one part of net.—I am, &c., 
STi leh WW 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

S1m;—The weather being more settled, barbel fishermen have been busy during 
the past week in the Shardlow water. Mr. Miles Leake had 14 fish one day, and on 
Saturday most of the anglers had from 5 to 8 fish each; myself, on Saturday, 5 
barbel, and on Monday I and a friend had 10 more, with other scale fish. Mr. Drury, 
201b, of roach and dace on Tuesday. 

A Nottingham angler had a salmon, 142lb., from the long swim while barbel- 
fishing ;a good basket of bream has been caught at Sawley. Mr, Cooper had some 
fair lots of barbel from Colwick.—I am, &c., 

43, Southey-street, Nottingham, Aug. 25, A. W. 


ORANGE RIVER, CAPE COLONY, 

Srr,—Will some reader of the FisHina GAZETTE kindly say what fish are to be 
met with in the above riyer, and what tackle would be suitable for their capture.— 
Iam, &e., SEVERN. 

[The “ Angler’s Diary,” that invaluable book of reference, published at the Field 
Office, Strand, London, price 1s. 6d., gives a page to Africa, and we advise “Severn ” 
to get a copy. It does not refer specially to the Orange river ; but the information 
will be none the less useful. Perhaps some reader has had personal experience of 
the river. A pike rod and tackle and large perch hooks will be wanted. There isa 
cat fish which grows to an immense size.—BED. } 


TIE YOUR OWN HOOKS ON, 

Srr,—I was fishing the other day in a private reservoir containing some good 
perch ; I caught several, the largest loz. under 2lb. Two I lost through the gut 
drawing from the hooks. An old man angler came to me while fishing ; I stated 
the circumstance to him. His reply was, ‘‘ You are no angler if you don’t lap your 
own hooks, and a man is not a sportsman if he does not fill his own cartridges.” I 
am quite satisfied the old man is right, I hope this bit of information may prevent 
disappointment,—I am, &c., 

Hyde. Ri... G. 

{ We presume the “old man” would say a fly-fisher was no angler unless he could 
tie his own flies, which is going too far; but certainly everyone ought to be able to 
whip a hook securely to gut, make up a gut line, splice a broken rod, and make a 
winch plate fit into winch fittings too small for it; and yet one constantly meets 
anglers who are quite ata loss if any of these simple troubles happen to them. 
—ED. | ; 





INFORMATION ABOUT SALMON-FISHING IN IRELAND. 
WILL our correspondent who kindly offered to send information about the above 
to a correspondent kindly give us his present address, and oblige ?—En. 





SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR CLUB AND RIVER REPORTERS, 


WE must request our Cluband River Reporters kindly to make their 
reports as short as possible, and not to mention trivial matters and 
unimportant catches, as they crowd out matter of general interest to 
all our readers, whereas.a local report is only locally interesting. The 
Piscatorial Society has adopted the excellent rule of only sending 
reports on occasions of importance, such as annual dinners, &c. 





AN OTLEY ACROSTIC. 


By aN EntHustrastTic Izaak WALTON. 


[The following acrostic appears in the Wharfedale Observer. Wehave reason 
to know that Mr. Pratt, Hon. Sec. of the Otley Club, fully deserves the kind 
words here poured over him by an anonymous admirer.—ED. | 


“ Receive from me a tribute well-deserved, 
I n that our finny friends you have conserved. 
C hance sent you to the Valley of the Wharfe, 
How, matters not. Had I your virtues half 
And all the blameless record you can claim, 
Right honoured should I be to bear a name 
D enoting all that’s kindly in its aim. 


“‘M any a thousand living fish have been, 
U nder your guidance, placed in Wharfe’s bright stream, 
N or should it be o’erlooked you simply sought 
T o increase every fisher’s love of sport ; 
O f services like these we've not too many, 
N or, unrequited, shall we scarce find any. 


“P ermit me, then, to greet you, brother P., 
Renowned with hatching-troughs, as all may see ; 
An expert with the rod, a kindly friend 
T o whom we turn. May some chance send 
T o Otley such another Angler’s Friend.” 





ConTESTS ONE WOULD Likr To HAVE SEEN.—How very interesting it would 
have been to have seen or heard Tom Sayers saying to Alexander the Great when he 
got drunk after finding no other countries to conquer, ‘* Come on!” Or Fred Archer, 


on the back of Bucephalus, over the Beacon Course at Newmarket,and Tom Cannon . 


making “play” on Bendigo, Or to have seen an Archer (not Fred) in the old days, 
bring down a wildswan witha single shot,or shaft. Or to hear a Thames swan sing 
itsown death lay. Or to haveseen Dr, Johnson gudgeon-fishing in the Thames, and 
Boswell baiting the hook with brandling, and taking the fish off the big man’s little 
hook. Or Pheenix rising out of its own ashes, Or to hear the mutual congratulations 
of a few river Thames barbel over the “ fresh and fresh” ground-bait, until the fish 
got so gorged as not to look or smell at the better stuff fixed on bits of steel. Or to 
have seen the little birds pecking at the Greek painter’s painted cherries, and then 
for the “screen” man to have won the prize! (if this had occurred at Burlington 
House, sceptics would have vowed that the birds must have had three months’ 
training at the cherries down Spitalfields way.) Or to observe Mercury selling the 
Evening Standard or the News “ special” editions in the City and the W.C. districts, 
Or to witness the fight between the thresher shark, the swordfish, and the whale— 
very much wealed and prodded—in Astley’s amphitheatre, or on the “boards” of 
old Drury-lane, Or—oh! that’s enough at present.—RUSTIO, 
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season. As regards scenery, there is nothing in the neighbourhood of the Gonar 
that calls for notice. 

From the point where it ceases to be known as the Gonar the river has no 
local name till it almost reaches the village of Strichen, when it takes the name 
of the Water o’ Strichen. For the most part the upper or larger portion of this 
stretch is surrounded by moor and moss, and the whole length is fairly good for 
fishing. Provided with the lures described as suitable for the Gonar, and 
furnished with a few greys and duns for summer use, the angler is thoroughly 
well equipped for fishing this stretch of the river. Trout are plentiful, and the 
stream almost everywhere courses pretty quickly over a pebbly or stony bed. 
When the water is low and clear, it is best on the brightest of sunshiny days to 
work up stream, approach the casts cautiously, and use tackle considerably finer, 
and flies a good deal smaller, than the ordinary. 

The deep dammed-back water above the mills at Strichen usually yields 
capital sport when ruffled on the surface by a good strong westerly or north- 
westerly breeze. It fishes best in May and June, but, later on, circumstances 
being favourable, it yields fairly gratifying sport. The village of Strichen, 
which is near at hand, contains a couple of inns, having ample accommodation, 
and a particularly reasonable tariff. The most noteworthy object in the neigh- 
bourhood is the White Horse, on the Hill of Mormond. Strichen House is 
within a short distance of the village. It is an elegant, large, and commodious 
pbuilding, Grecian in its style of architecture, and relieved in front by a portico 
with fluted Doric pillars. The policies are rich ina variety of fine trees, and 
contain a beautiful artificial lake well stocked with Loch Leven and brook trout. 
Permission to have a stroll through the grounds may readily be obtained. 

Fly-fishing on the several reaches seaward from Strichen is best during the 
months of May, June, and July. Immediately below Strichen, and, indeed, for 
a couple of miles downward, the fishing is of little account, as, trouty-looking 
though the water is, abounding in pools in lovely shingly shallows, it 1s flogged 
incessantly morning, mid-day, and evening by Tom, Dick, and Harry. Good 
trout, notwithstanding, are plentiful, and early in the season, before they get 
too accustomed to the angler’s cunning temptations, a fair basket may certainly 
be counted on, provided, of course, that the weather is favourable. On this 
reach, few anglers ever succeed in capturing more than twelve or fifteen really 
good trout ina day. Small fry should not be retained ; but here, as elsewhere, 
they, alas! are too often basketed. It is simply destruction, not sport, to kall 
small trout. 

By far the finest portion of the river, either as regards the variety of its 
water, or the number and size of trout to be obtained on it, is the long stretch 
extending from the dam dyke some distance above the Bridge of Gaval to the 
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SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXIII. 


By W. MuRDOCH. 


THE UGIE (ABERDEENSHIRE). 
(Continued from page 45. 


NortTH UGIE. TROUT-FISHING.—Although the North Ugie is little 
more than an ordinary burn till after_it has run half-a-dozen miles, 
the trout-fishing in its upper reaches, which are known first as the 
burn of Glasslaw, then as the Gonar burn, is excellent in comparison 
to the volume of water usually running. Most of the trout are 
darkish in colour, consequent on much of the water which feeds the 
stream coming from the peaty wastes and moorland of the parishes 
of Tyrie and Aberdeen. Worm is very deadly over the entire length 
of the two stretches referred to, and in the lower of these fly also is 
killing, but in the upper it cannot be worked with much success on 
account of the general narrowness of the stream. 

_ The Gonar floods quickly and subsides quickly, and during protracted droughts 
it runs remarkably low. Worm-fishing may, as a rule, be said to answer best in 
the summer-time. Earlier in the season it 1s practised with most success, Just as 
the water commences to flood. In the summer evenings, after sundown, some 
of the best and largest trout are got with small-sized parr tail. Getting the 
stream as it is finmg down, the angler will find that the trout rise freely, but 
somewhat shyly, at the fly, although showing but little taste for the worm. The 
deep, dark, porter colour of the water is thought to account for this. On favour- 
able days the best sport with the fly is got between the middle of April and the 
end of June, as during that period the water, in the absence of unusual drought, 
is running in good colour and volume. Flies of a medium size, with brownish 
or yellowish bodies, are suitable at most times. Ona thoroughly favourable 
day—the wind in the west, and a fresh warmth in the air—a really capital 
basket is sure to be obtained in the course of a few hours’ fishing, if the angler 
is at alla hand at the rod. It is necessary to use fine tackle, and to strike 
quickly. Two burns uniting form the Gonar, which is three miles distant from 
New Pitsligo, the nearest_place where inn accommodation can be got. The 
fishing is not preserved. In average weight the trout are a little under ?lb., but 
large ones are not unseldom met with, especially in the earlier part of the 





“ meetin’s” of the waters, or confluence of the North and South Ugies in the 
Haughs of Rora, below Longside. Salmon, sea-trout, and finnocks are fairly 
plentiful in this reach by the middle of October, if, as is generally the case, the 
water for several days in succession continues sufficient in volume to induce 
their ascent. Most sport is got, and the pools are usually best stocked if several 
spates occur, early in October. The salmon-fishing is of little account, but by 
fishing always when the water is in good ply the angler is pretty certain to occa- 
sionally obtain a good basket of finnocks and sea-trout. Of the latter not afew 
run from 2 to 3lb. weight. The trout-fishing in this extensive stretch of 
beautifully-varied water is first-rate for several months every year. April, 
May, and June are the best months for fly-fishing, and July and August the 
best for worm-fishing, and after sundown fishing with fly. About Hythie 
there are several lovely long runs and gently-curling currents. The numerous 
likely-looking lengths in the Rora district all yield remarkably good trout. The 
lowermost of the lot, extending from the footbridge or stepping-stones down- 
ward, fishes particularly well early in the season, but somewhat later on one’s 
labours are better rewarded on several of the other lengths. Although the 
stream varies in width from ten to twenty-five yards, most of the catches in the 
Gaval, Hythie, and Rora sections of the river can be easily commanded by using 
a 10ft. rod with a good bone in it. East winds are dead against sport ; but, the 
day being softly warm, with a fairish breeze from the west or south-west, and 
the water just a little brown, the trout take very freely, one or two popping up 
at almost every cast. By moderately skilful anglers from eight to ten dozen 
are often got ina day. Half of these are usually good trout, running on an 
average about midway between Jb. and 3b. ; butif light and fine fishing with 
the finest of tackle is practised, a few of 1lb. and over generally grace the creel. 
Some of the trout exceed 2lb. in weight. From the smallest to the largest the 
trout of the North Ugie are free risers and lively enough, but inferior in quality 
to those of the South Ugie. During the time the angler is fishing the reaches 
just referred to, he ought, if possible, to secure lodgings in the neighbourhood 
of Hythie, Ardlawhill, or Rora, as residence near to the water implies many 
advantages, and tends to the cutting down of expense. The inns at Longside 
and Mintlaw village are fairly convenient. 

The Uain, in many places, is similar to the lower lengths of the South Ugie— 
sluggish and meandering. 1t, nevertheless, contains a number of fineruns. The 
trout-fishing is moderately good during the earlier months, Hels, large and 
aud small, are everywhere very numerous; but Ugie anglers despise the eel, 
and scorn eel-fishing. Sea-trout fishing engages the attention of the “locals” 
for the greater part of the season. 

Salmon and sea-trout ascend the river in greatest number about the same 
season of the year. Of the latter there is seldom any appearance on_ the coast 
till the month of June, and but few enter the fresh water earlier than July. 
Most of the earlier fresh-run fish that escape the sea-nets rest well in the tidal 
and lower reaches of the river, and are only induced to push further inland on 
the occurrence of the first autumn spates. The chief runs of the best and 
largest fish take place in September and October. In August, however, there 
are sometimes good runs, but in consequence of the netting operations being in 
full swing, the angling is not so encouraging at that time as later on, There 
will doubtless by-and-by be a great improvement in the rod-fishing, as last year, at 
the instance of Col. Ferguson, of Pitfour, the river netting was discontinued. 
The “ back-end” fishing for salmon, too, ought in good years to be better than 
it has been hitherto. 

Onward for three months, from the beginning of August, good sea-trout 
fishing may be got in the Ugie. It is scarcely certain enough at other times 
to be worth recommending—nay, the fishing in spring for spents returned from 
the upper waters, of which there is far too much, ought to be condemned. 
Through ignorance, or a want of taste, on the part of anglers, coupled with 
remissness on the part of the Fishery Board, unseasonable sea-trout are killed 
wholesale. A late river, the Ugie does not yield one really fresh-run sea-trout 
before the month of June. Why, then, are so many seaward-bound fish allowed 
to be killed in spring ? Kelt salmon are protected, and kelt sea-trout ought also 
to be protected. , j 

The tide at high water flows up the Ugie as far as the bridge of Inverugie, a 
distance of one mile and three furlongs. The tidal waters and the stretches 
above the bridge afford the best sea-trout fishing. Some years moderately fair 
sport is got in July. In that month and in August the angler should use 
remarkably fine tackle and small flies, and remain on the water till late in the 
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evening. Nota few of the local anglers—who, by the way, are great hands at 
the worm—remain out almost the whole night. At high water the fish do not 
take in the tidal stretch, and the sport is but very indifferent at low water. The 
trout take more and more freely as the season advances. If one uses small flies 
in July or August, larger ones in September, and still larger ones in October, 
good sport is certain to be got, and not only good, but very good, sport, provided 
the water is right and fish are plentiful, as is generally the case for six weeks 
onward from 10th September, when the net-fishing in the district ends for the 
season. 

The Ugie sea-trout run large, averaging most years quite 2lb., taking the 
whole season from beginning to end. Many scale from 3lb. to 41b., and nota 
few considerably more. Seven, eight, and nine-pounders are occasionally got 
after the close of the net-fishing at sea. 

As remarked before (under Ugie), salmon-fishing with fly in the Ugie is very 
indifferent. The only flies much used are the Jock Scott, Butcher, Brown 
Bumble, Silver Doctor, and several sombre-looking local specimens. The largest 
are dressed on 2/0 irons and the smallest on No. 5 or 6. 

In fishing for sea-trout flies fat in the body and well picked out are preferred 
by the local experts. The following—dressed small, medium, or large—are 
general favourites :—Hare Lug, Bumble, White Tip, Green Mantle, Black 
Palmer, Red Palmer, and Teal and Red. When the water is low and clear 
in summer Midge flies answer well. Biggish sizes are used in the heavier waters 
of autumn, and Dandies are a great medicine in the tidal stretch. The trout- 
flies used on the South Ugie (vide list given in the description of that river) 
are suitable for the Ugie or North Ugie. For salmon and sea-trout the best 
local fly is undoubtedly the Ravenscraig, which is thus described :— 


RAVENSCRAIG. 

Tag : Gold twist. 

Tail: A small topping and fibres of tippet. 

Body : Brown mohair. 

Ribbed : Gold tinsel. 

Hackle : Brown. 

Wing: Bustard, mallard, and brown mohair with broadish stips of teal on 
either side, topping over all. 

Cheeks : White tip. 

Head : Brown wool. 

The Ugie intersects a good agricultural district ; the scenery, however, is 
poor, and, except the ruins of Ravenscraig, there is little in the neighbourhood 
to interest sightseers. 

The artificial propagation of salmon and sea-trout is not now carried on at 
Ravenscraig Castle. At one time it received considerable attention ; but latterly, 
through the opinion prevailing that the fishings were not much benefitted, the 
hatchery gradually fell into disuse. 

The angling on the Ugie and most of the best stretches of its two branches is 
let to rods at a small sum, which is payable to the factor at the Estate Office, 
Pitfour-by-Mintlaw, N.B. The angling begins on 25th February and ends on 
31st October. Parties fishing the Ugie (lower) can obtain good hotel accommo- 
dation in Peterhead, the herring capital of the North-east Coast. (Mr. Garden, 
fishing-tackle maker, 1223, Union-street, Aberdeen, will supply further informa- 
tion concerning the flies and fishing if required.) 





A WEEK AT A FARMHOUSE. 
By “THE AMATEUR ANGLER.” 


(Concluded from page 121.) 


SATURDAY was a fine and pleasant day, but my old bones ached go 
badly from the unwonted exertion of mowing and wood-chopping 
of the previous day that I did not care to go a-fishing. I wandered 
aimlessly about the farm; I watched the haymakers, but was too 
lazy to take pike or rake in hand myself, although in this catching 
weather hands were badly wanted. There were meadows of hay 
still out that had been cut for weeks, and, all but spoilt, now being 
hastily opened out to wind and sun. This day should see a good 
deal of it in stack or piled in large cocks ; some meadows still to mow. 
Hay harvest unusually late ; but crops, if saved, very heavy. Corn harvest 
will come close upon its heels, and give the farmer but little chance of his brief 
holiday at the sea between the harvests. The grass land on this farm is of the 
sort that nourishes and fattens those beautiful cattle, some of which are at this 
moment moaning and groaning on the Atlantic Ocean. I felt pity for those 
cows as I saw them for the last time innocently and unconsciously cropping 
their last meal from their native meadows. I wonder what they think of it all 
now! What a “muddle” the whole system of creation must seem to them ! 

The workmen on this and the neighbouring farms are very fine, and some of 
them uncommonly handsome, fellows. There is nothing of the yokel about them ; 
they know perfectly well what their duties are, and they go about them ina 
business-like way. They despise the “ Three-acres-and-a-cow ” theory, and 
think themselves far better off as they are. 

On this farm the men get 13s. a week all the year round, a good, well-built 
roomy cottage and garden rent free, and a sufficient patch of potato ground ; 
a supply of cider all the year, except from November to January—quantity 
from four to six quarts a day, according to the heat or thirst of the individual ; 
also £2 extra for harvest work. The cowman gets his Sunday dinner all through 
the year ; the shepherd an extra sovereign and a bottle of gin for the lambing 
season ; and the waggoner gets 5s. for every live cart colt that is foaled. These 
various items, put together, are considered to be equal to a clear 18s. a week. 

I met with a jolly old lady of 85 who seems to have great contempt for the 
luxuries and effeminacy of the present times. 

“My feyther and mother,” said she, “ were good, pious people ; they reardened 
ten children, most on ‘em in heayen now. Iwas married very young, and I began 
to work ‘ith mytwohonds. TI have had twelve myself ; ten lived to be married, 
and some have died since. I have 62 grandchildren, and laws! I canna tell how 
many—I think about 40—great-grandchildren. We hadn’ no flowers nor flouncesin 
them days ; it was as much as I could do to get summutclane to puton’em. My 
husband worked for twenty year on eight shillin’ a week, an’ now tha’ binna 
satisfied wi’ thirteen shillin’! We gotten one cow first, an’ then after we gotten 
three cows an’ a bit more lond, and then we gotten a small farm. My 
children and gran’-children bin all doin’ fairly well. Ive got enough to keep 
me, thank God! I worked as hard as ever till I was eighty, and 
then I thought it was time for me to give up, and take it easy-like for the 
rest of my days, nobbut what I can doa day’s work an’ get my livin’ now as 
well as ever, if needs be.” 

T was surprised to see the immense flocks of plovers, or, as they are variously 
called, Lapwings or Peewits, that hover about this farm. In every country 


where this bird is found it seems to get a name after its peculiar cry. The 
French say the ery is perfectly characterised by the two syllables dix-huit ; 
it is sometimes called re-wit and tre-wit. I have never tasted plover. 
There is a French proverb which says, “He who has never eaten the 
right wing of a lapwing has not eaten de bon morceau.” Bewick says that in the 
month of October they are very fat, and are then “ said to be very excellent 
eating "—from which it may be inferred that he had never tasted one. I have 
not met with anyone who has eaten plover. ‘‘ There’s some kinds of fishes that’s 
better than others,” says Mr. Alenside, “ but, as a general rule, a fish is a fish, 
and if you catch ’em you can eat ‘em ; but it’s a very different thing with birds. 
When you've never seen ’em before, how are you goin’ to tell but what they're 
some kin to an owl, a pigeon-hawk, or a crow?” JI had an idea 


that a plover was tainted with some such relationship, but opinion 
seems to be divided on this subject. But of plovers’ eggs, who 
does not remember the delicious flavour? The young farmers are just 


becoming alive to the fact that plovers’ eggs are worth 3d. each or more 
in the market. Knowing gamekeepers used to monopolise them by scouring the ~ 
furrows in the early morning ; but now that the boys have discovered that during 
the season they can make 10s. or 12s. a week before breakfast by keeping an eye 
on the plovers, the gamekeepers’ game is up. Plovers, like quists, are ignorant of , 
the art of nest-building : they deposit their eggs on a few straws or dried grass 
in the furrows of a ploughed field, and then seem to trust to their own ingenuity 
for their protection. They lay four eggs of a dirty olive, spotted black. The 
young run about swiftly as soon as they are out of the shell. It is quite 
amusing to watch the antics of the old birds to decoy you or your 
dog away from their nests; their pretence of lameness or of a broken 
wing, rolling over and over on the ground, always keeping just out of reach of 
the exasperated dog, is quite ludicrous—anything to make you believe the nest 
is somewhere else than just under your feet. This, of course, is not the season 
for eggs, but it is funny enough to note how these cunning birds strive to keep 
their practice up by making believe that they have still something to draw your 
attention from. ‘They seem to know exactly what a dog can do, and how far a 
gun will carry, and they flutter and hover about, always quite innocently, but 
just out of range of dog or gun. 

Owls used to be very plentiful about here ; but since the old barns were pulled 
down, and new ones erected, they have almost disippeared. They seem to 
belong to a dying-out race, and cannot put up with such innovations as brick- 
built and slate-roofed barns. Old thatch-covered, tumble-down buildings, with 
plenty of mice about, are what suits them best, and as these old buildings give 
place to new ones the old-fashioned race of barn owls will disappear from the 
country. 

Sunday was a dies non, so far as this record is concerned. By Menday , 
morning I am myself again, beginning to feel quite at home on the farm 
just_as I am compelled to leave it. This was really my day of return ; 
but I was reminded that it was Bank Holiday, and the weather, hitherto so 
disastrous, being such as made it a pleasure only to exist ; and the pretty 
little bright-eyed scarlet pimpernel, here known as “the poor man’s - 
weather-glass,’ ablaze on the banks by the roadside, told of a con- 
tinuance of this fine weather, so I was easily tempted to post- 
pone my departure till the morrow, and in the evening to make a final 
and farewell attack on the fish. It was too hot and bright, and the water too ° 
low for even the most mendacious fisherman to avow, with any hope of being 
believed, that he had caught, or could catch, a creel full of fish on such a day, so 
I postponed my last visit to the Teme till the evening, the river Lugg being, I 
am sorry to say, too faraway, I cannot describe what I have not seen of the 
Teme, and I have only now seen that bit of it which winds through the water 
meadows from Lingen Bridge to Leintwardine. It rises in the mountains that 
divide Radnorshire from Montgomeryshire, flowing eastward, past Knighton, 
and through the Vale of Brampton Bryan. Here it is but a small stream, 
and in dry seasons is almost absorbed by its gravelly bed. Of itself it possesses ‘ 
no special claim to beauty or attractiveness ; but its surroundings are very 
charming. It has a lovely background formed by the village of Brampton Bryan, 
the handsome brick-built mansion of J. Harley, Esq., the owner of the estate, 
and the ruins of an old castle, half hidden amongst the abounding tall trees and 
lower foliage which encompass it; the pine-clad heights of Brampton Bryan 
Park limit the view in that direction. It is to the courtesy of the owner of this 
beautiful estate that I am indebted for permission to fish in this stretch of the 
Teme. 

Looking to the south and east, the wide, open valley of Leintwardine is 
bounded by the hills which surround the old town of Ludlow, and the range 
which trends southward to Bircher. Common, Croft Ambrey, and Pokehouse 
Wood. The grey tower of Leintwardine church stands well up from the village, 
which nestles in the north-eastern corner of the valley. Just above Leintwar- 
dine Bridge the river Clun pours its waters into the Teme, and thenceforward. 
the Teme becomes a large and important stream, wending its crooked way 
amongst the hills, beneath Cxsar's Camp, past and amidst the lovely scenery of 
Downton Castle, to Oakley Park, the scene of Milton's “ Comus,” and so on to 
Ludlow, to Worcester, to the Severn, and to the sea. 

Now to my fishing. I set up my tackle in a meadow on the Buckton Park 
farm. My leading fly was probably a novelty in this water—a small Dun fly 
with a Red Tag, called by the learned ‘“ Yates’s Fancy” ; my second was a fly with 
a bright green body and light wings, called the ‘Emerald Dun.” At my first 
throw I rose a fish, which filled me with courage and hope. I threw again in a 
rippling stream, and allewed my flies to float gently down over the spot where 
they had before attracted a rise ; and now he comes again! I gaye a firm but 
quick upward movement to the rod, and hooked him. Off he darted up stream 
till I gradually wound him in (my trusty and too enthusiastic young friend 
Chris. had gone to the Post-oflice). I had nearly brought him within reach, 
when the sight of my net gave hima fresh start, and off he went again. I 
gradually hauled him in, and a beautiful grayling swam into my net with 
‘“ Yates’s Fancy” firmly hooked in his upper lip. This was encouraging. Instead 
of confining myself to the bank, I waded for the most part up the shallow 
streams, and before Chris. arrived I had two more fine grayling in my basket— 
all victims to the seductiveness of the Red Tag on “ Yates’s Fancy.” 

On we went, buoyant with hope ; but I fished for an hour without another 
rise. Juck seemed to desert me when Chris. came on the scene ; he was too 
eager, and kept too close behind me. Once I made a beautiful cast intended to 
captivate a rising fish ; luckily it was but a gentle throw, for it hooked poor 
Chris. by the chin, and only gave him a slight scratch. Had it been one of my 
long and vigorous casts, “ Yates’s Fancy” would certainly have been imbedded 
in his flesh, and I should have been compelled to perform a severe and doubtless 
clumsy surgical operation ; it was a Jesson for both of us. 

Shortly afterwards I had another rise, and hooked my fish ; this time it was a 
trout, having a fancy for my green-bodied insect, and we got him ashore nicely. 
Again I fished for half an hour, and was rewarded with another grayling, and so 
my fishing ended. 

It becometh me not to boast of the size and weight of these fish. Suffice it 
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to say that they formed the basis of an excellent breakfast for six of us next 
morning, and their quality, well cooked as they were, was delicious. By eleven 
o'clock the same evening I was in my suburban home. 








NOV S: 


Tis is good. A correspondent writes :—‘ While on the way to some fishing 
the other day, one of our party told us of a funny experience of jack-fishing. 
As night drew near he had used all his live bait, and there being plenty of large 
pike in the mill-pool, he determined to put two or three trimmers in for the 
night ; but what to bait with? His live bait all gone, he had to be contented 
with afew frogs he found in an adjoining garden. These he put one on each, 
with the hook just through the skin of the top of its back, and retired to rest. 
His trimmers were made of a large flat piece of cork about din. diameter, round 
which the line was wound, and when the jack took the bait, of course he un- 
wound it. Early in the morning, armed with gaff-hook and landing-net, he 
made his way to the pool ; but instead of finding any jack on his trimmers, he 
found all the frogs sitting comfortably on the top of the bungs out of danger.” 
at ts at as a 


Anglers who have been in the habit of fishing the Teddington Ballast Pond 
Fishery should make a note of the fact that these waters have been stocked and 
preserved by the proprietor for the private use of himself and personal friends, 
and he is “ not prepared to give fishing orders to strangers.” 

* * oe * 


Mr. Archibald Young, the Inspector of Scotch Fisheries, in a letter to us 
dated August 28, says :—‘‘I have only recently returned from an inspection 
of the fisheries in the Orkney and Shetland Islands, which will form the sub- 
ject of my next Report to the Fishery Board. The rod-fishing for sea-trout 
in the Shetlands is excellent, and is as godd at the head of the Voes, or deep, 
narrow salt-water bays which everywhere indent the islands, as in the freshwater 
lochs which communicate with the sea. The best season is from the beginning 
of August to the end of October. The sea-trout have been caught as heavy as 
16lb., and 6, 7, and 8lb. are no uncommon weights.” 

* * * * * 

Messrs. Hardy Bros. have had the honour of supplying Prince Albert Victor 
with one of their 10ft. 6in. split-cane rods. His Royal Highness fished the 
Bransbury Common and Wherwell water, on Saturday last, with Major Turle, 
and was very much pleased with the lightness and power of the rod. He hopes 
to give it a further test on some of the Scotch rivers. 

* * * 

A correspondent of Forest and Stream writes in that paper of August 12 :— 
T send you scores of two rods on the Restigouche river. The river was un- 
usually low and clear, and the fish very shy. I was compelled to use leaders 
of double the usual length, and the smallest ‘Forrest’ fly he makes. I caught 
one large black bass in trap and had a lively canoe chase with another one ; 
but, unfortunately, he landed out of rifle shot. Among some of the amusing 
antics of the salmon was one instance where a 25-pounder must have started a 
neighbour, and both jumped at same instant clear two or three feet of the water 
and within one foot of each other. On several occasions I could see (the water 
was so clear) that other salmon would swim up to the fish I was harnessed to, 
and apparently inspect hint and swim around him ; I could also plainly note the 
muscular motion with which the fish make (as they always do during the fight) 
the trying and provoking tugs so destructive to the hold of the hook by their 
force and rapidity. The scores:—A. R.’s rod (mouth of Kedgewick to Little 
Cross Point, Restigouche river). Five days’ fishing, 37 salmon ; weight, 870lb.; 
average, 2341b. ; largest, 2831b., 311b., 341b. Fly, smallest double Jock Scott and 
black do. made. Every fish killed without gafting. HE. P. R.’s rod (mouth of 
Kedgewick to Little Cross Point, Restigouche river). Fourteen days’ fishing, 
56 salmon ; weight, 1,168lb. ; average, 203Ib. ; largest, 241b., 25lb., 261b. Other 
pools on river, 12 salmon ; weight, 2301b. Twenty-seven killed with double 
J. Scott, 16 with single J. Scott, 5 with Ranger, Butcher, and Titus, 8 with 
smallest double J. Scott, 12 with smallest double black do. Fifty gaffed, 18 
not gaffed.” 

* ae fa: ae 

Mr, Philip Geen, president of the Anglers’ Association, has been enjoying 
some very good sport among the roach and bream in Norfolk, astonishing not 
only the fish, but also the natives. One of the best Thames anglers living is 
Mr. Geen, and we should have liked to have seen him among the “brim” and 
roach of the “‘ Broads and Rivers.” 

ma: rg * * * 

P. T. Barnum, “of America,” sends us a copy of the Bridgport Republican 
Standard of Aug. 13, in which he offers “twenty thousand dollars for a speci- 
men of the sea-serpent a hundred feet long, or ten thousand dollars for one 
fifty feet long.” This ought to scotch the snake. Some of the Highland 
lochs are said to be “fairly infested wi’ ’em.” 

* * * * * 

Mr. ©. Parfidd, of Norwich, called on us the other day with a pretty brace of 
coarse fish—a half-pound dace and a roach of a pound anda quarter ; they were 
caught, with many others, ina tributary of the Waveney. The bait used was 
creed wheat. Mr. P. got a 22b. sea-trout when roach-fishing the other day. 
When fishing a preserved water recently, he took twenty-three roach all over 
one pound in weight. Mr. P. is a single-hairist. 

e i & % 

The Right Hon. John Bright, M.P., killed a grilse weighing 6lb. on the 
Stanley House water on the Tay last Friday. The river is now so low that 
very poor sport is being got with the rod. 

R a8 ae at at 

Tf any of our readers get their sausages in Leith, they will be interested to 
know that the flesh of the one hundred and fifty-three whales which were caught 
recently in Westray Bay has been bought by a pork merchant of Leith—ait 
least, it seems very probable, judging from an account of the capture which we 
publish this week. 

= , * *® * a 

The following letter, received by the Hon. W. H. Harper, is sufficiently 
explanatory :— 

“ Mic-Mac Salmon Club, 
“Metapedia, Province of Quebec, August 5. 

“DEAR HARPER,—I sent you by express a 301b. salmon which I killed to-day in 

the Restigouche river after an exciting contest of two hours and three-quarters by 


the watch. He was hooked in one of the ventral fins, having missed the fly in | 
rising, which gaye him full play with all his strength, You may infer something 


of the nature of the contest when I tell you that he pulled my canoe, containing 
myself and two Indians, three miles down the river before he was brought to gaff, 
and fish and fishermen were almost equally exhausted when the struggle was over, 
T haye had him frozen, and hope he will come through in good shape, Please dis- 
tribute him among my friends on Prairie Avenue, and, if possible, let them see him 








before he is cut up. Iam fully persuaded that a man who has killed a301b.salmon _ 
has not lived altogether in vain. J trust that you may make as good a race for 
Congress as the fish did for the Atlantic Ocean. “James L, HIGH.” 
“ P.S.—He measures forty-one inches in length.”— Chicago Tribune. 
28 oo a ae St 


A Sutherland correspondent writes :—“ On the 25th ult. I had the honour of 
killing, in Cama Loch, Sutherland, a splendid lake trout, weighing 63Ib. I was 


fly-fishing with light trout tackle, and the fish fought furiously for thirty-five 
minutes. The gillies tell me this is the largest trout killed in Cama with the fly. 
I killed 526 trout, weighing 14831b., in seventeen days on three of the lochs at 
Alinacealgach, and my wife killed 297, weighing 87Ib., all with the fly, except 
pee a dozen fish. In addition to the 64lb. trout, I had a brace going 4lb. 
each,” 


% te a % % 
The Deutsche Fischerei Zeitung quotes a note from the Linnean Society’s 


Transactions to the effect that a salmon thirty-three months old gives the best 

milt, and the femalé should be at least as old to give fertile eggs, and a visit to 

the sea is no physiological necessity. The eggs are not always of the same size, 

and the largest produce the best brood. 
a a 


a ® 
On Thursday week the great or central lake at Osterley Park, the residence 


of Earl Jersey, was emptied for the purpose of cleaning. His lordship 
superintended the arrangements for removing the fish, and the proceedings were 
very successful, all being safely removed. About 70 large pike were seen, and 
3,000 or 4,000 carp, with innumerable small fry. Large numbers of eels were 
seen, some 4ft. or 5ft. in length. The lake will be restocked after cleaning. 


a a e a 
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The Thames Fishery By-laws of 1883 have been amended by the prohibition 


of netting between Richmond Bridgeand Isleworth Ferry. This alteration in the 
law has been brought about by the exertions of the Richmond Piscatorial Society 
and the Committee of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and willno doubt 
be very popular with anglers. Any person who takes, or attempts to take, any 
fish, or the spawn, brood, or fry of fish, between Richmond Bridge and Isle- 
worth Ferry is now liable to a penalty not exceeding £5. The framers of the 
amendment have been careful to except the minnow, landing, well, and casting- 
nets, which may be used below Richmond as on other parts of the river. No 
casting-net is allowed over 30ft. in circumference. - 
ae ae a8 


> 
Roach anglers should not forget our remarks of last summer about using 


wheat asa bait for roach. The rather elaborate modes of preparing it with 
which we have been favoured by correspondents from time to time may perhaps 
deter some from using this grain. Personally, we never fail when we follow 
the plan of standing a jar or jug half-full of wheat, and filled up with water, in 
an oven. The jar should be covered over, and the water drained off imme- 
diately the wheat appears ready for use, which will be at the end of three or 
four hours. The slower it is cooked the larger it swells. 
* * 


ak a8 * 


Wheat should always be carried in a bag. We had some in a tin with a cover 
the other day, which was sour before the evening. Small, short-shanked hooks 
can be wholly concealed in a grain of wheat ; but they do not hook so well as 
those with longer shanks (for preference, the crystal bend), and these longer 


shanks are quite unobjectionable if painted with a mixture of white-lead and 


shellac spirit varnish. This gives them a pale yellow colour, hardly distinguish- 
able from the wheat. We generally use the same paint on the shanks of the 
hooks used in cheese-fishing for chub. 
Es % % s 8 
One or two roach anglers who tried wheat in the Thames last year, in conse- 
quence of what appeared in the FisHING GAZETTE, complained to us that they 
did not meet with the success they anticipated. The cause of their failure was, 
however, very easily explained. They not only over-baited at the time they 
fished, but neglected to bait up the swim for a couple of days previously. Wheat 
is not taken readily in the Thames unless this is done. Last September we kept 
one swim in the Upper Thames baited for over a fortnight with wheat, and 
fished it every two or three days with excellent results. This was the more 
noticeable because at the time the local anglers would rarely bring home a dozen 
fish, and those we took were above the average size of Thames roach. 
a ae ae ut 
Chub-fishers would do well, while they have the chance, to try the merits 
of frogs. Big or little, it matters not—chub will take them. A man who 
knows how to use an 18ft. salmon rod, and can cast a medium-sized chub under 
the boughs, can do tremendous execution ; but few anglers are sufficiently skil- 
ful to fish that way. 
Ded * * % Ad 
Here is a fish story which even “The Amateur Angler” would hesitate ere 
criticising :—We recently had two days’ fishing on the Warwickshire Avon. 
The second day we rose at five, tramped two miles to a favourite portion of 
the river, and were soon carefully fishing a well-baited roach swim. It wasa 
lovely morning, and we could easily devote a column to describing how the 
sun gradually rose through the mist, lighting up the tops of the trees, and so 
on. Well, we fished and we fished, but nothing came of it. We tried wheat, 
paste, gentles, wasp-grubs, and worms ; but not one shiver of the float did we 
perceive from the time we started until the time we crossed over to the mill 
for breakfast. Our companion—as good a fellow to be out fishing with as one 
could wish for—seemed quite distressed at the behaviour of the fish, for he 
was an old habitué of the place, and confidently expected showing us some good 
sport. After the first hour he grew serious, and continued so until breakfast 
appeared, which caused bis, face to light up wonderfully. 
M4 





After breakfast we went at them again ; but it was not until late in the after- 
noon that we caught a fish. The Avon, where we were fishing, literally teems 
with roach ; the condition of the water was perfect, the weather was admirable, 
and we were fishing betimes. We can solemnly declare that this is the very 
first instance which has come under our notice of anglers failing to catch fish, 
and having no reason to assign for their lack of success. : 

* * * * 

Thames barbel-fishers are not having a good time of it just now. The water 
is so clear that the bottom can be seen at a depth of eight or more feet. Barbel 
are feeding, but only at daybreak and at nightfall. The game 1s hardly worth 
the candle. Gudgeon, however, are biting wonderfully, and those who like 
to bask in the sun and pull out a few dozen fingerlings to the accompaniment of 
claret-cup or “ shandygaff,” cannot do better than visit the Upper Thames for 
a few days. We have heard of some wonderful takes ; one, in particular, was 
enormous—over forty dozen fish to vhree rods. 2 

% % 

“ What is a good thing to preserve baits in?” is a question we are often 
asked. We know nothing so good or so clean and pleasant to use as the “ fish 
preservative” sold by Mr. King, Chemist, 1, New-road, Commercial-road, E. 
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We have baits in it now which were exhibited all through the 1883 Fisheries 
Exhibition, and they are as bright as when caught, and tough. The secret in 
using this preservative is not to put too many fish into too small a quantity of 
it. It is very cheap. 
= = = 

Last week we published a letter from Mr. Whitmore, in which that gentle- 
man described a modification in the make of the eye of the eyed-hook. In 
order to illustrate it clearly, we have had an engraving made, and repeat Mr. 
Whitmore’s description :— 


“T inclose you a sample hook of Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s pattern as to bend, 
but with the eye or loop altered to suit my wishes. You will observe that the shank 
is returned so far that the head of the fly will cover it, and that all possibility of 
friction with the gut-end is avoided. I find, also, that it is easier to dress a fly on 
these ‘loop-eyed’ hooks, as I call them, for you have a broader surface to tie the 
wing on to, and therefore you can fix it in position more securely and with less 
trouble. 

“T do not intend to use any other than a turned-down eyed salmon-hook again, and 
though, personally, I prefer the ‘loop-eye,’ as made for me by Mr. C. Farlow, I 
am much obliged to Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell for putting me on the right tack,” 

* * * * * 


A client of ours writes us to know if we can give him hints which may enable 
him to produce a perfect fisherman’s coat. We know of no other means than 
to ask our readers for any garments (?) or ideas they may have which we can 
forward to him—the former he will take care to return to their owners. We 
have eften felt the want of such a coat, and if this leads to it we shall feel we 
have done a good turn to our fishing friends. We need scarcely say it should 
have every facility in the way of pockets, be thoroughly ventilating but water- 
proof, pleasant to the wearer, and without one inch of superfluous material, and 
should combine, for winter, warmth without weight. Other points will doubtless 
occur to our friends. 

ae od at a a 

Messrs. Sweeting, Westminster; H. O. Hamborg, Westminster; F. Tate, 
Worthing ; M. P. Edwards, Godalming ; J. Harman, Pimlico ; W. Woodall, 
Stafford ; B. M‘Callan, Leicester-square ; and F. Noydes, Ealing, call attention 
“to the good thought and wisdom of some unknown gentleman who yesterday 
(Monday) was out fishing close to the Needles, Isle of Wight. About two 
o’clock, as the steam packet Heather Bell, laden with between four hundred and 
five hundred passengers, was rounding the Needles from the Channel into the 
Solent, a very sudden fog came over, and in less time than it takes to describe 
it, the vessel was within a few yards of the centre of the rocks. The gentle- 
man referred to rose in his small boat, took off his coat, waving the same in 
his hand, also his hat in the other hand, and himself, and the boatman who was 
with him, most frantically called to the captain to stop and back water, which 
was instantly done. On recovering from the shock the passengers gave one 
spontaneous cheer ; and should this meet his eye, it is hoped he will accept the 
same as sincere thanks to him from all on board for his courage and coolness ; 
for to his prompt action we, on behalf of the passengers on board, consider we 
owe our safety.” 

+ 9 2 * -* 

A correspondent who has been having good sport in the North of Ireland, 
writes : “I took your tip about the ‘Stoker’ as a sea-trout fly, and found them 
very deadly both for white and brown trout, the latter taking them well in the 
stickles.” Mr. James Ogden, of Cheltenham, makes the “Stoker” from the 
pattern of the inventor, Mr. Fred. Yates. 

* * * * * 

The late Bishop of Lichfield was one day taking a walk in the “ Black 
Country,” and came across three colliers sitting round a new copper kettle, and 
being curious to know what they were doing was told, in answer to his inquiry, 
that “they were telling lies for the copper kettle.” This greatly shocked 
Bishop Selwyn, who told them that he had always had a great horror of telling 
falsehoods, and finished by saying that he had never told a lie in his life. 
Immediately on this, one of the colliers exclaimed, “Give the Guy’nor the 
kettle !” 

* * * LJ ™ 

A correspondent who sends us the above anecdote, insinuates that, judging 
from some true angling tales we have recently published, we might offer a big 
copper kettle for competition. We fear the nature of the prize is rather too 
suggestive of getting into hot water, but we will consider the question. 

* * a 


Some reports sent to us of great takes of fish in the Ouse at Brandon, 
Suffolk, including the historical 7lb. 20z. chub, appeared to us to be misrepre- 
sentations of facts, and we wrote to say so, only in plainer language. In reply 
¥e Did the following letter from Mr. J. Ralph, of the Ram Hotel, Brandon, 

uffoll. 
ss Srr,—In reply to yours of the 31st ult. respecting my River Reports, which, 
using your own words, “are all Lies,” and which, I beg to inform you are not so but 
are Iacts, which I can substantiate. Why don’t you pay us a visit and see for 
yourself? The 7b. 20z. chub was caught by Mr. Barnard, a porter at our station, 
and there are lots of them to be seen in our river. I can guarantee 
my report Jdeing correct. The 40lb. of fish caught by the fly were 
roach and dace by a gentleman who was stopping with Mr. Pearson at Milton 
for ten days. I can also state for a fact that Mr. Boughen, photographer, and 
his two sons, of this town, caught seven stone of roach and dace in three days, 
for the fish were brought to my house on their return home each day ; and Mr. 
Smythe caught seventy-five fish in six hours (roach and dace). These are 
gentlemen residing in this town, and who you are quite at liberty to write to, 
and who can substantiate what you term lies. In conclusion, I beg to state that 
our river at the present time is in splended condition for fishing. —I remain, 
yours obediently, J. RAupu. 

* * * * 

_ The italics in the above are Mr. Ralph’s; there is such an air of truth about 
his statement that we really must try and pay him a visit—if it is only to take 
down a C——R KE. 








a “parade JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
Sa i entlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
peed jened has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
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FLIES WITH THE HOOK-POINT TURNED UP. 


WHEN Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell brought out his turned-down 
eyed-hooks last year, we wrote to him suggesting that it might be a 
good plan to dress flies on this hook with the point turned up towards 
the wings, and we got Messrs. Woodfield, of Easemore Works, Red- 
ditch, to make some hooks for us specially for dressing flies with 
the hook in this position. Mr. Holland dressed some flies on them 
for us, and we found that they floated splendidly, and in ten casts 
out of a dozen “ cocked ” on the water, wings up, like life, the point 
of the hook being out of the water, and, therefore, less visible to 
the fish. Fig. A represents a Natural Dun with our artificial hook 





in it, and is only given to show that a fly dressed on this hook looks 
more natural than one on an ordinary hook. Fig. B represents a 
May Fly, from Mr. Halford’s book “ Floating Flies,” dressed on one 
of our hooks, and Fig. C represents the Alder, which suits the hook 
best of all, because on it and the other flat-winged flies the wings 
almost entirely hide the hook. We cannot say that we found these 
flies kill better than the ordinary kind, but our experience of them 
has been but small at present. Mr. Holland says they are more 
difficult to dress, and he has to charge 33.a dozen forthem. Curiously 
enough, three or four months back a correspondent wrote suggesting 


the same idea. 
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GUDGEON FISHING. 


Tur present season has yielded some capital sport among the gudgeon in this 
part of the Thames, these dainty fish being both numerous and large. On 
Tuesday a most pleasant afternoon was enjoyed by some of the members of the 
Reading Angling Association and friends in this pretty amusement. The party 
left the headquarters (the Great Western Hotel, Reading), in a break provided 
by Mr. Flanagan, and after luncheon at the “Roebuck,” Tilehurst, embarked 
from the landing-stage of that well-known riverside hotel in five punts which 
werein readiness. Sport was fairly good, the total catch amounting to between 
two and three gross, besides several perch, which, by the way, greatly disturbed 
the gudgeon swims. On returning the party sat down to a capital dinner, served 
by Mr. Noyes, the host of the “Roebuck,” in first-class style. Mr. H. Creed 
presided, and was faced in the vice-chair by Mr. W. W. Ridley. The company 
also included Messrs. F. C. Parker (Editor of Land and Water), Goodwin 
(Tilehurst), C. R. Hoffman, W. Ferguson, T. J. Pulley, Pulley, jun., W. Hickie, 
T. Mackrill, J. W. Lindars, H. J. Noyes, John Bright (Sonning), and Arthur C, 
Butler (hon. sec.). The toasts of the “ Queen,” “The Chairman,” “The Vice- 
Chairman,” “ The Hon. Sec.,” “ The Visitors ” (coupled with the names of Messrs. 
Parker and Goodwin), and “ The Host” having been drunk, the party returned 
by break to Reading. . 
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THE RIVER LODDON, 


NEAREST station, Earley (L. and S.W.R.); walk, about three-quarters of a mile to 
the George Hotel, Loddon Bridge; landlord, an old piscatorial named Crichfield. 
Charges to anglers most moderate ; punts, boats, baits, Xc., always ready. I would 
advise intending visitors to drop a line beforehand, so that there may be no disap- 
pointment. 

This is a really beautiful little river, about 3ft. to 10ft, deep, full of nice holes, 
chub haunts, and rare lay-byes for the freshwater shark. 

Mr. Crichfield is only a new comer ; he is a jolly host, but I must point out to him 
one gross mistake he ismaking—viz., laying “ night lines.” Take my advice: If you 
want to keep your angling connection together, Mr. Crichfield, drop that vile 
practice of laying night lines, The old tale of “Oh? it’s only to catch eels” will not 
do ; every practical angler knows the very cream of the river is taken off by these 
night lines. Drop it, sir, and at once, or, depend upon it, your business will not be 
worth a jot in the winter months, The angleris a good customer then. Trimmers 
and night lines are the abomination of every true sportsman. At present the river 
abounds in roach, chub, jack, perch, Xc, MuutuM IN Parvo. 


SO EER ERT TES eT 
————— eee 


ILLEGAL FIsHING AND PoACHING IN THE EpreN.—During the past month 
poaching has been carried on to an alarming extent in the Elen, and without 
detection. The engine used is generally the shackle-net, and at midnight Police- 
constable Baker captured’a poacher in the Willow Holme with one in his possession, 
It was nearly new, and yesterday the city magistrates granted permission to destroy 
it, The other morning, about 5 o’clock, five poachers were seen at the riverside, 
near the Willow Holme, with nets in their possession, and each carrying a bag, 
which, doubtless, contained the spoil of the night’s illegal work. The important 
case of fishing in private waters, which was reported last week, and in which the 
Carlisle Angling Association prosecuted Mr. Alex. Beaty, has ended in the latter 
being fined a nominal sum, and so the Association has vindicated its right. Mr. 
Errington now produced the lessor, and proved the “right of fishery.” Mr. 
Ryley again appeared for Mr. Beaty. 


“Do you know the nature of an oath, ma’am?” inquired the judge. “Well I 
reckon I orter,” was the reply ; “ my husband drives a canal boat.” 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Sure Relief.—The weak and enervated suffer severely 
from nervous affections when storms or electric disturbances agitate the atmosphere, Neuralgia, 
gouty pangs, and flying pains, very distressing to a delicate system, may be readily removed by rubbing 
this Ointment upon the affected part after it has been fomented with warm water. The Pills, taken 
occasionally in the doses prescribed by the instructions, keep the digestion in order, excite a free flow 
of healthy bile, and regenerate the impoverished blood with richer materials resulting from thoroughly 
assimilated food—wanting which, the stronger must inevitably soon sink into feebleness, and the 
delicate And it difficult to maiutain existence, Holloway’s Ointment and Pills are infallible remedies, 
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SIR THOMAS F. BRADY 
(H.M. INSPECTOR OF IRISH FISHERIES). 


THE announcement of the honour conferred by his Excellency the 
Lord-Lieutenant on Mr. Thomas F. Brady, her Majesty’s Inspector 
of Irish Fisheries, will, we are sure, be received by all who know 
that gentleman, either personally or through the medium of the 
press, with feelings of pleasure. Mr. (now Sir Thomas) Francis 
Brady has done good work in Ireland ; indeed, there are few men 
in Ireland at the present time who have so persistently and devotedly 
followed up a philanthropic purpose, and if the fishermen round the 
Irish coast are not the most prosperous in the United Kingdom the 
fault is not attributable to him, for he has spent most of his time and 
energy in the effort to improve their condition. Even during the 
present year, and since the distress became so acute along the western 
coast, there was no lack of evidence of Sir Thomas Brady’s sincere 
desire for the welfare of the poor men who, through long, laborious 
nights, and in fair weather and foul, find their bread in the depths 
of the sea, and readers of the newspapers will not have failed to 
notice his numerous appeals on their behalf. Indeed, his great 
exertions during the recent distress imperilled his life on more than 
one occasion. 

Sir Thomas Francis Brady is the son of the late Patrick William 
Brady, Esq., of Cavan. Educated at Trinity College, he was intended 
for the Bar, but in 1846 he entered 
the office of the Board of Works 
in Ireland. His stay at the Board 
of Works was not long, and from 
it he went to the Fishery Depart- 
ment, and in 1860 became Inspector 
of Fisheries. Soon afterwards, on 
the passing of an Act which placed 
in the hands of special commis- 
sioners the Irish salmon fisheries, 
he was appointed secretary to the 
commission, the Lords of the 
Treasury at the same time testify- 
ing by a special minute to his past 
services. A similar appointment 
in connection with the English 
Salmon fisheries was subsequently 
given to him, and both these offices 
were held by him until the work 
of the commission was completed, 
when the Lord-Lieutenant made 
him Permanent Inspector of 
Salmon Fisheries in Ireland. Soon 
afterwards he became a member 
of the department created by the 
Act combining the sea and inland 
fisheries, and of this office he at 
present fulfils the duties. In 1880 
a sum was voted by Parliament 
for the construction of fishing 
piers and harbours in Ireland, and 
under the Act Mr. Brady was made 
one of the commissioners for its 
administration. In 1868 he visited 
almost all the oyster fisheries in 
Ireland, England, and France, 
having in that year been appointed 
a member of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Sea and Oyster Fisheries. 
In 1883 he became one of the 
Royal Commissioners to inquire 
into trawling in the United King- 
dom, and, by anAct passed during 
that session, one of the Fishery Piers and Harbour Commissioners 
of Ireland. Three years previously 100,000 dollars had been voted 
by the Canadian Parliament for the relief of distress in Ireland, and 
the services rendered by him to the committee of noblemen and 
gentlemen appointed by the Secretary for the Colonies to administer 
it were subsequently recognised in the committee’s report to the 
Government, and on a tablet placed in the Mansion Honse. Asa 
member of the committee of the Great International Fisheries Ex- 
hibition, Mr. Brady rendered considerable service, having acted as 
chairman of six juries, besides doing other difficult work in conne:z- 
tion with this office. It was through him that 159 Irish fishermen 
visited the Exhibition ; and for the splendid fishing map of Ireland 
(the largest ever exhibited), which, he explained, he was awarded a 
gold medal and diploma, Sir Thomas Brady’s labours on behalf of 
fishing industries have not been confined to his own country, nor to 
the United Kingdom; and on a recent occasion the ‘Tasmanian 
Government recognised his services in sending out to that colony 
several consignments of salmon ova, the collection of which involved 
much care and trouble. 

Sir Thomas has contributed to piscatorial literature in the shape 
of two valuable works on the Irish fishery laws; he isa M.R.DS., 
and honorary representative and agent-general for Ireland of the 
Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ Royal Benevolent Society, 
honorary secretary to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, and a Justice of the Peace for county Dublin. He has 
been presented on several occasions with illustrated addresses from 
fishermen and municipal bodies, and many proofs of the well- 
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deserved esteem in which he is held by all classes of his countrymen 
for his valuable services in the cause of the Irish fishermen, and not 
less on account of the admirable manner in which he has always 
discharged his official duties, have been given to him since he entered 
the public service. 

TT I TE PT 


THE RECENT CAPTURE OF WHALES. 
By ONE OF THE CAPTORS. 


ON Wednesday, the 18th August, my friend, J. H., and myself were 
seal-shooting on a skerry near Tuquay Bay, in the Island of Westray, 
when our attention was drawn to a boat about two miles off which 
appeared to be signalling to the shore for help, and we observed 
several boats going out to her. Shortly afterwards we heard con- 
tinuous shouting, and our boatman told us that he thought a shoal 
of whales must be in the Bay, and that the islanders were endea- 
vouring to drive them ashore. 

On hearing this we at once left the seals and rowed to the scene of action, 
where we found that about thirty boats had formed a cordon outside a shoal, and 
that by shouting and splashing the water with their oars the men were driving 
the whales before them towards the shore. As soon as the whales found they 
were in shallow water they suddenly made for the open, breaking through the 
line of boats and churning up the water in a most curious way as they simul- 
taneously went to theright-about. The 
boats at once followed in pursuit of 
them, and with considerable difficulty 
again turned the shoal shorewards ; this 
happened three times. On the third 
occasion the whales were driven within 
thirty yards of the land, and were just 
passing our boat, making for the sea, 
when J. H. and I shot at them several 
times with our rifles—of course, hitting 
them, and soon afterwards one with 
bullet holes in his body was hauled ashore. 
I should explain that our boatman had 
previously informed us that if we could 
succeed in killing, or seriously wound- 
ing, one out of the shoal, it would insure 
the capture of the lot, as whales will not 
leave a wounded or dead companion. 
This statement proved to be correct, 
and after one was captured, as above 
mentioned, the others did not make 
much further effort to escape. Twomen 
with knives now commenced to kill the 
whales in the shallow water by sticking 
them with their knives just below the 
side fin, which is the only vulnerable 
point, and as I had used up all my cart- 
ridges I assisted them. Asa whale has 
no neck it is not difficult to wade up to 
them in the shallow water, taking care 
to keep clear of their tails, with which 
they can lash the water with great force. 
None of the islanders appeared to have 
the proper implements of destruction ; 
one of the two referred to only had a 
sickle, the other had a thin iron instru- 
ment about a foot in length, resembling 
agouge! Ihad ahunting-knife. 

As the whales were killed, the men 
on land proceeded to haul them up above 
high-water mark, forty or fifty men 
being engaged with each whale. One, 
which was thought to be dead, but had 
some life left in him, showed his objec- 
tion to leaving his native element by 
lashing his tail, to which the rope was 
fastened, and he speedily sent his 
captors flying in a most amusing 
manner. ; 

On the following Saturday the whales, abovt 150 in all, were sold by auction, 
and realised from 35s. to 40s. each. The proceeds, less expenses, were divided 
equally amongst all those engaged in the capture, but the boat which first noticed 
the shoal received £5 extra. I understood that in all thirty-four boats were 
engaged, each on the average carrying five men. 

The next operation was to cut off the blubber, which was boiled down for oil 
at Kirkwall. The flesh I observed was carefully stowed away in barrels, and 
one native informant told me it was intended for dogs’ food, but another stated 
that a pork merchant at Leith had purchased a great part of it ! 

The whales were of the bottled-nose species, and measured from 16ft. to 21ft. 
inlength. There was one baby whale, or cub, as the islanders called it, which 
measured 6ft. only, and was supposed to have been born only a few hours 
before. 

We were told that the islanders often go after whales, but they seldom 
succeed in driving them ashore. The last capture in Westray was made twenty- 
four years ago, and upon that occasion upwards of 500 were taken. L. 








NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 

Tux following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 
for the FrsuinG Gazerre by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may be obtained :— : / 
10,616.—Joun Coutson, of Baron-street, Buckie, N.B., for an invention of 

“ An Improved Steering-gear for Fishing-boats and other Vessels.” 
10,840.—FREeDERICK JULLIEN ROBERTS, of Pinder-street, Hulme, Man- 

chester, for an invention of “Improvements in the Manufacture of Fishing- 

Lines.” 

SS 
Husspanp : “That fence wants painting badly ; I think I'll doit myself.” Wife: 

“ Yes, doit yourself if you think it wants to be done badly,” 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed, “* Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB RxEport outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 





ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly committee meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Sept. 
6th, at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY. 
WESTERN DISTRICT. 

A successful visit was paid to the Bostonian Angling Society on August 23rd. 
Upon the roll being called the following fifteen clubs responded :—Bostonian, 
Burnaby, Hammersmith Club, Hammersmith United, North-Western, Phoenix, 
Prince Arthur, Turnham Green, Sun Dial, Waltonians, City of London, Camden and 
Kentish, Little Independent, Lincoln, Rodney, and Seymour Brothers. The next 
visit will be paid to the Burnaby Piscatorials.—J. JENNINGS. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

The next mecting of the committee will take place on Friday, Sept. 10th, at 
8.30 p.m,—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On August 29th the following members weighed in fish : —Messrs. Harding, Moir, 
Medealf, and Farebrother. Mr. Medcalf won Mr. Farebrother’s prize for the gross 
weight of roach during the month. The next return visit on the Central Associa- 
tion will take place jin the club-room of the above society, the Bald-Faced Stag, 
Worship-square, Finsbury, when we hope to see some of the old faces, and also new 
ones, on Monday, September 20th. The annual dinner will take place on the 
26th inst—J. WORLEDGE. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 29th ult., but only two weighed in—Mr, 
Dodson, bream and roach from the Medway; A. Conn, roach and dace from the 
Thames. On the 5th inst. we fish a match for three prizes at Twickenham from 
punts.—A, Cony, sec. 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The magnificent weather had its usual effect upon the attendance of the weekly 
meeting of the above society on Friday, the 27th ult., many of the members prefer- 
ring to take the opportunity of enjoying the sea breezes. Mr, H. Dunn occupied the 
chair, with Mr. W. Poole in the vice-chair. Mr. T. Feecham, of the Metropolitan, 
favoured the society with a visit, and took part in a general discussion on angling 
prospects, the principal topic ibeing the refusal of the Hon. D. Plunkett to permit 
fishing in the London parks. The feeling of the meeting was in favour of an alter- 
native—the waters to be netted, and the fish transferred to the Lea or elsewhere. 
On Monday, the 30th ult.,the society was represented, at the Anglers’ Pride, by 
Messrs. Harry Dunn and John Smith, and a pleasant evening was spent. A general 
meeting of the committee of the Keeble benefit fund was held at the Brunswick on 
Tuesday, the 31st ult, for the purpose of arranging details in furtherance of the 
object.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A very poor show last week. J. Hands a jack, 2b. 1loz., and C, Hands roach and 
chub. The next return visit will take place as above on Monday next, Sept. 6th, 
when we shall be glad to welcome Brother Bobs.—M. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting on Friday was again well attended, twenty members being present, 
with Mr. J. Smith in the chair and Mr. W. Weed in the vice-chair. Mr. A.J. Weggs 
and Mr. R. Langham were duly balloted for, and Mr. A, H. Alexander was proposed 
asamember. After business was done we spent a pleasant evening. Our peg- 
down match on the 30th ult., for eleven prizes, value five guineas, was not so suc- 
cessful as we anticipated, for out of the twelve competitors only three took prizes— 
Mr. H. Bryan, 1st; Mr. J. Norris, 2nd; Mr. H. Massey, jun., 3rd. Mr. J. Smith 
acted as umpire and pegger-down, and he did his work satisfactorily ; for everyone 
had a good swim, the only drawback being that the water was too fine.—STEWART 
BRYAN, 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

On the 22nd August, Mr. Goss, one of our novices (I think I can safely call him 
thus, it being but his third attempt at handling a rod) had the honour of saving 
the club from a blank with bream. Onthe 29th ult. he was again to the front with 
a nice show of bream, his largest fish being a very handsome fellow which scaled 
51b. 20z. Thisis now in the hands of Mr. Lancaster for preservation, and when 
finished will make a suitable companion to the one he has already in hand for us, 
Mr. Curson, on that day, exhibited perch_—J ACKO. 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. C. Graham Bennett in the 
chair, when the general business was carried out ; two members were balloted for 
and duly elected, and three new members proposed. Catches reported : Mr. G. Colls, 
8lb. of barbel from Penton Hook ; Mr. J. Wood, a small jack from Stone’s water, 
anda good take of fine roach from the Lea ; Mr. H. A. Beck, some large dace with 
the fly from Stone’s Water ; Mr. W. H. Thomas, 7lb, of roach from the Silkweed 
stream (Day’s), Tottenham, Several visitors paid us a visit, Dr. Defries again being 
welcomed. We have arranged for a club outing to our old favourite waters at 
Chelmsford on Saturday, the 11th Sept.; all arrangements will be similar to our 
outing there last summer, leaving Liverpool Street Station (G.H.R.) at 9.3, reaching 
Chelms‘ord at 10, where conveyances will meet us to take us to the waters. I shall 
be glad to hear as early as possible from members their intention to accompany, and 
friends would also be welcomed, but, of course, could not compete for the prizes. I 
ean, however, promise them a welcome anda jolly day. Return from Chelmsford 
10.2 p.m,, reaching Liverpool Street at 11 p.m. A hearty vote of thanks to our chair- 
man closed a very pleasant evening.—HENRY Howsg, hon. sec. 


CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Several members have weighed-in since my last report. The priz2 given by Miss 
Laura Lindin for the gross weight of barbel taken during August has not been won, 
so the members are requested to attend the club next Wednesday to make further 
arrangements respecting the same, likewise to settle the place where the match for 
the 19th inst. is to come of. It is the intention of the members to pay a friendly 
visit to the Eustonian Angling Society, held at the King’s Head, Swinton-street, 
Gray’s Inn-road (two minutes’ walk from King’s Cross), on next Monday, Sept. 6th. 
—W. H. BuRWASH, sec. 

DERBY PERSEVERANCH ANGLING CLUB, 

This club held their principal competition for the year on Saturday last, the con- 
test taking place in the Canal at Hggington. Prizes were offered to the value of 
£13. About forty anglers took part in the contest, the prizes being won as follows : 
—First, Mr. H. Swingler ; second, Mr. C. Roome ; third, Mr.J. Wetton ; fourth, Mr. 
J. Fellows; fifth, Mr. Bramwell, sixth, Mr. Jeffrey ; seventh, Mr. H. Woollatt ; 
eighth, Mr. HE. Gilbert; ninth, Mr. J. Tomlinson ; tenth, Mr. 8. Fellows.—G. R. 

ROWN. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society met in full force on the evening of the 29th ult., 
when a good show of fish was weighed-in, the Brothers Barrett heading the list with 
five fine bream, weighing nearly 201b.; Mr. Alfred Barrett, two bream, weighing 
7lb. 7402. ; and Mr. Frederick Barrett, three bream, 1]1b. 440z., one scaling 41b. 950z. ; 
Mr. Langton, 101b, of roach ; Mr. Severn, 41b. 4402. bream; Mr. Palmer, 21b. roach ; 
Mr. Harris, 2lb. 100z, dace; Mr. Stairsby, 2lb. 100z. of perch, one scaling 1lb.; Mr. 
Allen, 2lb. roach. I may mention that the bream caught by Messrs. Barrett were 
taken off the banks of the Thames, which I think a rather creditable performance. 
Our next meeting night will be on Wednesday evening next at nine o’clock sharp, 
when we should be happy to have as many members and friends present as can make 
it convenient to attend.—H, PALMER, 
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GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished at Waltham for nine prizes on the 29th ult. ; fifty-one com- 
peted. All the prizes were taken, Our return visit took place on Monday last ; 
eighteen clubs answered the roll-call. Mr, Grey, of the Edmonton and Tottenham, 
took the chair, I beg tothank all brother anglers that favoured us with their com~- 
pany. Our distribution of prizes takes place on the 14th inst.—R, MurpHy, 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Mason’s Hall 
Tavern, on Tuesday evening, Dr. Defriez in the chair. Among those present were 
Capt. Alfred, Messrs. Chambers, Norman, White, Beevor, and Bentley. ‘The minutes 
of the preceding meeting were read, and some formal business transacted. A general 
discussion on angling topics occupied the evening, The usual vote of thanks to the 
chairman terminated the proceedings.—H. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 29th inst. the following members weighed-in roach and bream from Pul- 
borough and Amberley :—J. Smith, 41b. 50z.; J. Cartwright, 51b. 150z., one bream 
41b. 140z.; 8. Baker, 4b. 1oz.; C. Painter, 3lb. loz. From the Thames: F. Watling. 
roach, 6lb, loz. ; Hambridge, roach, 41b. 6oz. ; J. Watling, 131b.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We shall esteen it a favour if you will please forward to the treasurer (at the 
Cherry Tree Music Hall) the amount for tickets sold by your society, and kindly 
return all tickets not disposed of, on or before Thursday, Sept. 9th, as the com~- 
mittee are desirous of settling the matter up. All tickets not returned up to that 
date the committee will consider sold. The treasurer will kindly receive any sub- 
scription from any club or any angler not having tickets in this deserving case.— 
S. MAD, treasurer; F. GREEN, sec. 

The distribution of prizes will take place on Monday, Sept. 20th, Members who 
have generously promised prizes will oblige by forwarding them to the club-house 
not later than Saturday, Sept. 18th.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Pleased to say that we had a nice show of fish on the 29th. Mr. C. Layton, 51b, 
roach; A, Fish, 43lb. bream ; Mr. Ford, 24lb. bream, 21b. roach, and 7oz. dace ; Mr, 
Pleydell, jun., 141b. bream and 7oz. roach; Mr. Jones, 90z. roach. The annual 
dinner of the above society will be held at the Five Horseshoes, Hoddesdon, on the 
5th September.—C. J. MILLIE. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on Aug. 2Ist, but were not very successful, 
Messrs. Spratley, Keep, Conroy, Cann, and Smart having a fair show of dace. On 
Sept. 5th our members fish a roving match for four prizes, all fish to weigh-in 
according to Thames measurement, one of the prizes being kindly given by Mr, 
Marjason.—C, SMART, sec. 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Aug. 29th only nine members competed for the five prizes, which were all 
won. ‘The following is the result:—H. Bigsley, first; R. Clark, second; A. 
Morgan, third; E. Pyne, fourth; and G. Geale, fifth. Messrs. Phillips, Page, 
and Pain also weighed-in from the Stort. Messrs. Whitely, North, and Putt 
weighed-in dace from the Thames. We proposed two new members last Tuesday 
night.—R. CLARK, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. J. K. Charters weighed-in roach and bream on the 29th ult.; Mr. H. Butt 
roach on the same date; Mr. Chas. Hayward had some handsome bream on Wed,» 
nesday, Sept. Ist, the heaviest one scaled 41b. 1}0z, For particulars of the prizes to 
be fished for on the 5th inst., see the last two issues of the FISHING GAZETTE,— 


H. B. 
MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting took place on Wednesday evening, the vice-president, Mr. W. 
Gillies, in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, 
It was decided to postpone the day’s outing till the 12th inst., when we shall fish at 
Elstree. Members can go down either on Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning, 
when the secretary hopes to meet a good turn out. The following weighed-in during 
the week: Mr. J. McDermott, roach, and Mr. W. Gillies, bream and roach, from the 
Medway ; and Mr. J. Bunn, roach, perch, and dace, from the Lea,—A, MAY, hon. sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

On the 22nd ult. we had but a poor show of fish, only two members weighing-in, 
On the 29th we had a splendid show of roach, bream, dace, &c., from the Thames, 
Ouse, Wey, and Chelmer. Several members fished a match in the Wey for three 
prizes, the result being Mr. Fletcher first, Mr. Cartwright second, and a dead heat 
between Mr, Rook and Mr. Goll for third.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

Our trays were well filled on the 29th ult. Mr, Grindley weighed-in jack and 
bream, My. J. Brown jack, Mr. Holman jack from the Welsh Harp, Mr. Billings 
roach and dace from the canal; Messrs. H. and J. Underwood (hon. members) had 
a good show of roach, perch, and tench from Elstree, some of the latter fish going 
close on 31b.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

PHG@NIX ANGLING SOCIETY, MANCHESTER. 

On Wednesday evening, August 25th, the members of this society kept up their 
second anniversary by partaking of a really first-class dinner, provided by Host 
Lingard, at the club-house, the Markland Arms, Mason-street, Swan-street, and to 
which several friends and officers of the Amalgamated Anglers’ Association had been 
invited. After the cloth had been removed, the secretary read the minutes of the 
previous meeting, which contained the names—with the weights of fish caught—of 
the prize winners on the occasion of the annual match at Chrystleton, near Chester, 
on the 28th July, and which were as follows :—lst, Mr. J. Siddy, 11b. 4502. ; 2nd, 
Mr. T. Garner, 1540z.; 3rd, Mr, H. Linsley, 9$0z.; 4th, Mr. W. A. Hllis, 90z. ; 5th, 
Mr. W. Wardle, 640z.; 6th, Mr. T, Isherwood, 6oz.; and 7th, Mr. B. J. Pickering, 

loz, One feature of this society is that every member who took part in the match 
had his expenses paid out of the funds, and which included the railway fare to and 
from Chester, conveyance to and from Chrystleton and Chester, and a capital dinner 
at the Red Lion Inn at Chrystleton, besides numerous other refreshments. The 
winners of the prizes for specimen fish are as follows :—Bream, Ist and 2nd, Mr. J. 
Siddy, 1b. 840z. and 11b. 60z. Perch, Mr. J. Siddy, 80z. Roach, Ist, Mr. T. Garner, 
1lb. 540z.: 2nd, Mr. W.L. Crawford, lib. loz, Tench, 1st, Mr. J. Thomas, 2lb. 6$oz. ; 
2nd, Mr. R. Lingard, 2lb. 440z. After the secretary had read the balance-sheet and 
given a résumé of the business of the year, two new members were proposed and 
accepted (thus increasing our number to 20), and the election of officers for the 
ensuing year had been gone through, the evening was devoted to harmony, which 
was continued till 12 o’clock p.m. Any gentleman wishing to join this society may 
obtain particulars from Mr, Lingard, at the club-house, or from the secretary, Mr. J, 
Thomas, 2+, Medlock-street, Hulme. 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Last Tuesday being quarterly night, the election of officers for the ensuing 
quarter took place. The following is the result: Mr. Healey re-elected in the chair, 
Mr. J. Hewett elected vice-chair, Messrs. Carter and Chart elected as auditors, 
Messrs. Healey and J. Hewett, as delegates for the Anglers’ Association, and the 
treasurer and secretary were re-elected. There will be a special outing on the 12th 
inst. to Bourne End, for which there are many prizes offered. Full particulars can 
be learned at the club-room next Tuesday.—S. A. HAWKINS. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 29th ult., fifteen members of the above visited Ware. The following 
managed to get fish :—Mr. 0. A, Pocock, about 61b. of roach ; Mr. J. Davis, roach ; 
Mr. J. Smith, dace and gudgeon; Mr. R. Chantry, roach; Mr. Rigley, roach ; Mr. 
Storrar, roach ; Mr. /T. Line, dace ; Mr. ©. G. Pocock, dace. Mr. G. Dodd had a nice 
show of bream from the Ouse, going about 12lb, The sport and the size of the 
roach at Ware greatly exceeded expectations, and had one member been used to the 
Lea styles of roach fishing instead of the Thames, he must have had over 201b. of 
good roach, Several old Lea roachmen envied him the “shop,” not so much because 
he was getting some good fish, but because he lost six to nearly every one he 
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“by gentlemen from this hotel—viz., Messrs. Wollaston and Riddle, and Dr. Freeman, 


good baskets of trout off the hill lochs —A. Munro. 
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es The largest landed turned the scale at 11b. loz. and the smallest 120z.— 
IXIE. 

Visiting the Marlborough at their headquarters, the Marlborough Head, Marmont- 
road, Peckham, on the 31st ult., I was pleased to see that the members of the 
§.L.V.L. mustered in good force and gave this society a bumper. Among the 
gentlemen present were Messrs. Field, Court, Conn, Briant, Laws, Page, Bennifield, 
Palmer, Becknall (“Sailor”) and many other gentlemen well-known in the South 
of London. Atthe meeting held on Wednesday evening the following were elected 
officers for the coming quarter :—Chairman, Mr. R. Chantry; vice-chairman, Mr. 
0. G. Pocock ; the committee of the past quarter was re-elected ; auditors, Messrs. 
W. Flower and Storrar. The prize winners of the 29th ult. at Ware are the follow- 
ing :—Ist, Mr. I. Davis; 2nd, Mr. T. Hill; 3rd, Mr. J. Smith; Mr. C. G. Pocock 


came fourth, Mr, R. Chantry, sen., has just returned to town, and requests me to - 


state that he is sorry that he could not answer the letter addressed to him from the 
Brompton Angling Society before, in reference to the barbel taken by Mr. Alcock, a 
member of that society, at Surbiton in July. The fish was taken in a fair and 
honest manner, and caught by Mr. Alcock with rod and line, punt fishing ; the fish 
affording him very good sport.— PIXIE. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The last return visit was paid to the Marlborough Angling Society on the 29th 
ult. Considering the weather being so hota very good muster of anglers were pre- 
sent. On the roll being called thirteen clubs responded. The next visit will go to 
the Brunswick Angling Society on Monday, September 20th, when I hope to 
have the pleasure of seeing a crowded room. All who go will receive a cordial wel- 
come,—J, COURT, 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

August 29th. Fish were conspicuous by their absence. August 31. We had a show 
of barbel brought up by Mr, Poole, about 6lb. The prizes for our outing at Ware 
on Sept. 5th were settled. Mr. Cannon’s prize for the heaviest take ; the entrance 
fees for the second heaviest take, Start from Liverpool-street about 8 a.m.—W. B., 
sec, pro tem, 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several of our members were out on the 29th ult. and had some nice sport. Mr. 
W. Tyler, a nice show of roach and bream; Mr, H. Tyler, roach and bream; Mr. W. 
Freeman, roach ; Mr. J. Payne, roach ; Mr. W. Windred, bream ; Mr. S. Smith, roach ; 
Mr. F. Morse, bream ; Mr, J, Currans, bream and roach ; Mr. F. Beak, roach and a 
small jack; Mr. Lenney, roach. On Monday, the 30th, Mr, J. Payne, roach and 
bream ; Mr. W. Windred, roach. Members will please take notice that the next 
match will take place on the 12th of September. All information to be obtained at 
the club-house.—H. TYLER. 

WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a fair attendance of members at our weekly meeting on Thursday. Mr. 
G. Wright was balloted for and made a member. It was decided to fish a peg-down 
match on September 12th at St. Margaret’s. Several of our members were out on 
the 29th, but with little success. Brother anglers always welcome.—J. Russ, sec. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting took place on Tuesday evening, when the largest perch at 
present was credited to Mr. G. Evans, who also had some very handsome golden 
tench. W.G. Archer, who has been spending his holiday at Lowestoft, went with 
R. Castle, Esq., to a piece of private water, and got fairly among ye breame. The 
first day’s take in five hours, in the heat of the afternoon, amounted to 901b. On 
the Friday following (to show there was no ill-feeling), they paid the bream 
another visit, and from noon till six o’clock in the evening they beat the former 
record, having 1071b. of fish, after returning all apparently under 2I1b. to the water. 
On each occasion the largest fish, 5lb., fell to the rod of Mr. Castle, Mr. Archer's 
largest weighed in the club being 4lb. ljoz. G,. A. states it is by far the best two 
days’ sport he has ever had, and will doubtless look upon them as red-letter days in 
angling recollections. He describes the place as a sedgy lake in the middle of a 
wood, the home of the partridge and the pheasant, far from, and obscured from, all 
human habitation, partially covered by the water-lily and other aqueous plants, 
and shadowed by far-reaching trees, whose giant arms dip into the cool and quiet 
waters, and afford harbour to mighty pike, the absolute monarchs in this paradise of 
solitude.—U. C, I, 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


ALTNACEALGACH Hote, (SUTHERLAND).—The following are the takes for this 
week, August 23rd :—Mr. Halcro, of Sunderland, Loch Veyatie, 1 Salmo ferow, 51b. ; 
Mr. and Mrs, Campbell, of Sunderland, on Loch Cama, 37 fish, 10lb.; Mr. Fowler, of 
Edinburgh, on Loch Urigall, 45 fish, 12lb. 24th : Mr. Campbell, on Loch Urigall, 31 
fish, 71b. ; Mrs. Camptell, on Loch Urigall, 29 fish, 63lb.; Mr. Halcro, on Loch Uri- 
gall, 16 fish, 6lb.; Mr. Fowler and party, on Loch Cama, 45 fish, 13lb., and 1 Salmo 
Jerow, 5lb, taken with the fly. 25th : Mr. Campbell, on Loch Cama, 32 fish, 91b.,and 1 
brown trout, 641b., taken with the fly ; Mr. Fowler and party, on Loch Urigall, 61 
fish, 20lb.; Mr. Smith and friend, on Loch Urigall, 50 fish, 15lb—JOHN 
McDoNALD, 

DEE AND Don.—The net-fishing season closed on the 26th ult. The Dee fished 
only middling, but the Don fished more than up to an average, and better than 
any other river on the east or north-east coast. The autumn rod-fishing for 
salmon has not begun; the rivers, meantime, are too low for fish running— 
doubly so for their taking the fly. 

LocHAWE (TAYCREGGAN HoTEL).—Trout-fishing was poor last week; but a 
few salmon have been taken. Among others that I have heard of were three taken 


weighing 6,7, and 91b. respectively. Dr. Freeman and Dr. Goodwyn have taken 


MELVicH Hote. (SUTHERLAND).—Trout-fishing has been very successful here 
during the past fortnight ; an average of 141b. per rod each day has been got on the 
lochs recently opened at Melvich. Deep-sea fishing has also proved well, and of an 
evening some of the gentlemen have landed over 200 cuddins with the fly. 

New Bure Upny Arms SEA-TROUT FISHERY, ABERDEENSHIRE.—Throughout 

the past week continuous easterly gales prevailed, the worst possible for anglers, 
as they give to the river, through the action of the sea, a very milky colour, 
The fishing, therefore, notwithstanding that it was largely engaged in, was 
rather disappointing, and all the more so as it was easily seen that 
the river was very well stocked with capitally-conditioned trout, The highest kill 
for one day was 12lb., the average weight of basket 41b. to 6lb., andof trout from 
4oz. to 1lb, More minute and full particulars would have been desirable if they 
could have been got. The tides this week run very suitable for boat-fishing, and 
with suitable weather good sport may be expected. ‘The following parties fished over 
this hotel water during the past week :—Deputy-Inspector-General Dr. Messer, R.N., 
A. J. W. Storie, Hsq., 8.8.C., G. Davidson, Esq., and Mrs. Davidson, of Wellwood ; 
Mr. Allan, Bristol ; Mr. Wilson, Birmingham ; Messrs. Hay, Young, Burton, Mitchell, 
Jamieson, and another. Boats androoms should be secured, in order that unneces- 
sary disappointments may be avoided.—J. RITcHI®, lessee. 
_ STENNIS AND HARRAY (ORKNEY).—Some unusually good baskets have been got 
in lower end of Harray Loch this week. On Tuesday, August 24th, Mr. Alport 
(London) had twenty-one trout weighing 211b:, the six largest weighing 13lb. On 
Thursday, August 26th, the same gentleman had twenty-four trout weighing 191b., 
the six largest weighing 12lb. The dry weather we are having just now has 
lessened the catch on Loch Stenniss considerably, as it generally does, Notwith- 
standing this, Mr. Whitehead (London) had, in nine days, 96lb. of trout, averaging 
about Ilb.each. The largest trout weighed 41b, Most of these were caught with 
bait, —NORSEMAN, 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


E. L. P.—“ Pater” says the samples of undressed line are of good quality ; but they 
bear no resemblance to your first sample, 

GREEN WreN.—Your three samples have been submitted to ‘ Pater,” who reports 
No. 2 to be made of medium quality raw silk, with a core of tinsel-covered 
gimp, which may add to the weight, but detracts from the strength. No. 1 is 
of same quality, but is packed with a plaited line of inferior quality, 
as a core, to swell the bulk. No. 4 contains a core of tinsel-covered 
gimp, which adds little or nothing to the weight, but seriously reduces 
the strength of the line, as was proved by comparison with others of equal 
bulk in the dead-weight breaking test. Sample No. 3 has been mislaid, or left 
pola in Ireland, where “Pater” has been salmon-fishing during the past 
month, 


8S. U.—Try Messrs, F. T, Williams and Co., Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 





FISHING AT RAMSGATE AND GROVE FERRY. 

S1r,—I shall be greatly obliged if you, or any of your correspondents, can give 
me any information as to what sea-fishing is to be obtained at Ramsgate in October, 
and what method of fishing baits, &c., it is most advantageous to adopt? I should 
also be grateful to “A Resident” if he would tell me what is the most successful 
bait for the large perch he speaks of at Grove Ferry-on-Stour? I should like the 
names of professional fishermen there and at Ramsgate.—I am, &c., 

Wipes 

[A friend living at Ramsgate kindly supplies the following information :—‘ The 
fishing here is very poor. A friend took my two sons out aday or two ago, and they 
never got so much asa biteamongst them. They go out trawling here on excursions, 
and the ground is torn up and the fish scattered. I can recollect, in years gone by, 
catching magnificent plaice, nearly as long as my arm, off the same Hast Cliff upon 
which I am now living ; but of all that old sport there is nothing now left but the 
crabs. The fish to be taken in September are pouting, one or two kinds of very 
small flat fish, and small, insipid codling ; now and then a dab may be caught by 
fishing from the end of either pier.”.—ED. } 





SILK LINES. 

Sir,-—Having seen in the “F.G.” some time ago that you received from several 
persons samples of fishing-lines for examination, the result of which showed that 
some very inferior articles were being sold as genuine, I take the liberty of 
asking you, in the interest of anglers, to have the inclosed samples of line 
examined, as I believe them to be made of pure silk, and the maker of them tells 
me that he will be happy to supply lines of any strength required, from the finest 
roach lines to the strongest salmon lines, warranted to be made of pure silk. I 
shall be pleased to forward to you, or any other gentleman, the name and address of 
the maker.—I am, Xc., 

1, Horton-street, Derby. H. BANKS. 

[The samples are pure silk, of fine quality. Does this maker make plaited lines? 
—HEp. | 





THE NETTING OF THE RIVER ARUN. 

Str,—I am glad attention has been called by a Sussex angler to the netting of 
the River Arun at Amberley, &c. 

I can vouch for much he says being perfectly correct. A friend of mine recently 
staying there for a week saw continual netting going on at Houghton Bridge—a 
number of bream being taken out lb. each. Another of my friends suggests (as 
bream and roach are not fish that would fetch much price for eating purposes) that 
the fish taken out at Amberley and lower down are sold to stock the Lea Farm 
fishery. I merely mention this suggestion ; but do not think it would pay Captain 
Archer, as the fish put into the water could easily work out, as your correspondent, 
the “ Sussex Angler,” remarks. The river being tidal, the fish work up and down 
in shoals, therefore never stay long at any given point ; thus the netting at Burpham, 
Houghton, Bury, Watersfield, must seriously affect a Pulborough preserve. I trust 
all persons, shareholders of the L.B. and S.C. Ry. Co., lessees of fisheries, angling 
clubs, and last, but not the least, an old friend, Mr. Clout—in fact, all who derive 
benefit in sport or otherwise, should form a committee to see into the netting of the 
Sussex Arun, a river that, if thoroughly preserved, would afford the finest of coarse 
fishing, so much beloved by London anglers, All those interested should see into 
this matter at once. It is a well-known fact that the roach from this river run ex- 
ceptionally large—in fact, too good to be caught in any other way than fair rod and 
line fishing. 

The Arun fish, unlike Thames or Lea, feed best in hot weather, and anglers are 
not disturbed by boats or steam launches,—I am, &c., 

Sussex ANGLER No, 2. 


BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT UNITED ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Srr,—In reference to a report in the FISHING GAZETTEH, Aug. 23th, a member of 
the above association, Mr. John Rowan, says_he went to Bearley, and never caught 
any fish. 

Now Sir, on that particular day, a few of the Highland Laddie members went to 
Bearley, and brought back a very good catch of fish—bream, roach, dace, and eels. 
Had Mr. Rowan visited the above club on return, he would have seen Mr, T, Gilman 
with 20lb. of fish. Also, Mr. H. Chambers with 301b. of the same kind. 

Our contest will take place on Monday, September 6th, at Bearley.—I am, Xc., 

T, SANDERS, Secretary. 


THE TERM “ WHITLING.” 

S1r,—Your correspondent, “ Piscator,” in last week’s GAZETTE, refers to the above 
term as being taken in the Glen, The following extract is from my book, “ By Lake 
and River.” I fished the Glen in 1861 :—- 

“The next day, taking our rods, Mr. T. and myself sallied forth to the water 
belonging to Sir H. St. Paul, on the Ewart, which is the lower part of the Glen. 
We had tried a cast or two for whitling, which, I believe, is a term applied indis- 
criminately to the common white or salmon-trout, and what may be called the grilse 
pull-trout. How this may be I cannot positively determine, but I am sure that 
under the name of whitling I have captured very different fish.”—I am, Xc., 

‘FRANCIS FRANCIS. 

[We think there can be no doubt that, as Mr. Francis points out, the term 

whitling is given to various fish in various places.—ED. ] 


CONTESTS ONE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SEEN. ; 

Srr,—Will you allow me to supplement “ Rustic’s” list under the above heading 
with another “contest one would very much like to have seen ”—viz., “ the Battle 
of the Giants” foreshadowed in the following extracts? . 

TIsHInG GAZETTE, Sept. 19, 1885.— I hereby challenge anyone In England to a 
match at barbel-fishing in the Thames, the greatest weight caught by either com- 
petitor upon one day to determine the issue of the match.—M. H. B. ha 

Land and Water, Nov. 7, 1885.—* It is, I am afraid, too late now for a baiting of 
worms or greaves to be thoroughly relied upon, and chance work with lampern is no 
criterion of excellence ; but if Mr. B. renews his challenge next year, and gets no 
worthier antagonist, I myself will try to beat him.—J. rene 
Lam, &¢,, 











GIANT. 


——_—_ ee, 


[ For remainder of CORRESPONDENCE, see page 144, ] 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 





IETAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


Tet es WE ve 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. OF 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


" ACGME” LINES 





FIRST TIME 


EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE, 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acmé’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that T ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another 


for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


T have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“T have used the ImproveD ‘Acme’ LINE lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD 


OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR 1s 


Mr. Cholmondeley Penuell’s New Patent “ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured 
by us with and without Metal-Centre. 


These Lines will Cast ~ 
more readily than 
any other make. ( 





SKETCH SHOWING 


ie See They are supplied in 
pe). opens alllengths and sizes. 


TAPER. 


SAMPLE TROUT LINE, POST FREE, 5s 


LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED 


WITH OUR SPECIALITIES. 


BEWARE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. 


THE NEW 


INVISIBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


KILL WELL cn the most HEAVILY WHIPPED WATERS when ordinary Flies, having the clumsy old style hook outlined as boldly as the legs and wings 


of the fly, fail. 





The Fly as seen by the Fish. 





The Position ofthe Hooks. 


From the position of the two bends of the new hook in the fly's body it is invisible when placed on a tumbler of water and viewed from beneath, 


\ air 7 






Viewed from below when on water. 


When Fish are RISING SHORT it is found to KILL WALL. when water and weather are DEAD AGAINST SPORT it is SUCCESSFUL ; in short, when the most 


skilled fly-fisher is usually non-plussed and dishearteacd, the Invisible {fooked Fly is found to kill. Price 33. per dozen. 


Samples posted free for 12 stamps. 


Manufactured by D, ani W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 





The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND GAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 








COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
ee ace pe. Ag PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea a 
at 2s. 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s iniport, and the finest in the world at their respective 
vices, Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 

n, possess Immense strength and pungency; in fact, 


ire sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 




















are alla this, that each is incompsrably the best of its 
respective kii lected by COOPER COOPER He CO. are 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this ‘season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 


Tip varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TBA. 

Wo Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and Co. 

R D Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, E.0. Branch 

Prog He a eg -63, HE eee Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 33: ig 
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COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 





| 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURGH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. : 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.O. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Héte 
jinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRUS.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, Js. 6d. 

rg large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French. German, and Italian spoken. 


F. T. WILLIAMS &CO., 


10, GT. QUHEN STREET, LONDON, W.C. 
WILLIAMS'’S Celebrated Guinea FLY RODS. 
WILLIAMS’S Unequalicd 303. SALMON RODS. 
WILLIAMS’ S§ Idaichless TROUT FLIES, Js. 6d. per dozen. 


WILLIAM S’S Improved CAST BOX, for Carrying Casts 
made up, 6s. 
WiLLEARNS’S PatentFLY BOX, sor carryingFlies separate,6s. 


WILLLAMS’S Improved Method of Carrying the Landing 
Net, 10s. 6d. to 25s. 
WILLIAMS’S Patent ROD JOINT FITTING. Most 
i perfect Lock Iritting invented, 
WILLIAMS’S Celebrated ‘ CRYSTAL” ROACH HOOKS, 
10d. per dozen. 


All Goods Guaranteed of the Best Quality. 








Qatalogues Post Free 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


(Ra. No. 25,835.) 
Worn over left shoulder, with 
another band round the waist, 
thereby distributing the weight 
equally, and keeping the basket ina 

jirm position. 

“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
f (Rd. No. 25,692), and our 
IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


HI] Weight of Handle complete, about 12oz, ; fi 
i length when closed, about 2ft, 4in, 











New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th,1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new andimproved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 


ce) 

















PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
« An excellent fly-rod,”’—FISHING GAZEITH. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading an glers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s ‘ Multum in Parvo 
Rod :—< You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which Iam very highly pleased. IT have been using nothing else for the Inst 
tnree weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I hive expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 
praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 





GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SALMON 


RODS, as used by the Editor of the FisHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment, ‘These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod, From 21s. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s, for 25 yards, 
will not kink, 


BRONZED CHECK REBLS from 2in. to 2$in., 2s, 6d., 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD'S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and wher3 to 
use them, 4s, and 6s, each. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish, Surpassed by nonein the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


ree most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See Vhe Meld of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886, 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 


CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 4. 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &e."} 
_ "seven jack, the largest 51b, 


WHOLESALE ONLY, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 + Putney. 
45 a3 eepunerent es 
50 ” arnes, 

Add 55 * Kew. 
75 + Richmond, 
80 “1 Twickenham, 
85 * Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 


at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 


that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 
For Times or H1G@H WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, September 4 cee ee 5.45 eee se 6.7 

Sunday, is 5 ees eee 6.31 oes ea 6.57 
Monday, i 6 oes ae 7.24 003 “OC 7.53 
Tuesday, 5 Ks 8.28 mee wee 9.8 

Wednesday, $ 8 eee sas 9.52 Be ee 10.33 
Thursday, es 9 ae see 11.10 “86 Go 11.46 
Friday, $ 10 ASG, ove 12.0 se: “iC 12.15 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

It is satisfactory to know, whatever their numbers may be, the young fry of the 
Jand-locked salmon, which were placed in the Sunbury Rearing Stream last year, are 
doing well. The place is so well sheltered from the scorching sun it is difficult to 
find a space large enough to find them; but when the sub-committee for sinking 
punts in the Thames went up the river last week, they saw a considerable number 
of the youngsters, about 5in. in length, looking both healthy and strong. One of the 
three fish that were brought down to Chertsey from South Kensington did not 
appear quite so healthy as the other two, and Mr. Spreckley determined, by permis- 
sion of Mr. James Forbes, to put them for a time in one of his tanks, and it would 
then afford an opportunity to those who would like to see this Canadian fish the 
chance of seeing what they are like. This hot weather, with the low and bright 
state of the water, is not good forangling ; but, still, it will bo seen the anglers will 
get on the war-path, as may be gathered from the 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicumMonp.—Christopher Brown, in seven days, eighty-four dozen of roach and 
dace, fifteen barbel, and 301b. of flounders. F. Brown, in six days, 72lb. of roach and 
dace, ada barbel of 6lb. 100z. Henry Mansell, in five days, sixty-one dozen. J. 
Brain, jun., in three half-days, twelve dozen of roach. J. Brain, during the week, 
has had some good takes of roach and dace. George Platt, one morning before 
breakfast, took seven roach, one 23}0z.; and Henry Howard, in six days, thirty-six 
dozen. 

TWICKENHAM,.—J. Dobbin, in four and a half days, thirty-two dozen of roach and 
five barbel. J. Spong, in one day, with Mr. Wallace, five dozen of roach and three 
barbel ; and in five other days, nineteen dozen of roach and one barbel. R. Moffatt, 
in three days, twelve dozen of roach and a couple of barbel. H. Spiers, in four‘and a 
half-days, twenty-four dozen. Samuel Cole, in seven days, forty dozen, one jack, 
and four barbel. Edward Finch, in five days, 38}lb., and three barbel. George 
Coxen, in four days, 32lb. Captain Adams, in one day, five bream and three dozen 
of dace. Mr. George Wright, in one hour's fly-fishing, caught fifty-one good dace. 
Pert Hammerton, in five days, twenty-eight dozen and eight barbel; and C, Hen- 
nessey, in three half-days, nine dozen and one barbel. 

_ TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, during the week, twelve dozen of dace, ten dozen 

of gudgeon, five barbel, fifteen perch, and one brace of jack. The water in the tide- 
way is described as low and bright ; the bank anglers have had very little sport, as 
the fish can see them and they can see the fish, The spring tide is bringing the fish 
up well, likewise the mud. 

Ktnaston,—John Johnson, sen., writes :—‘‘ There has been little done here except 
for gudgeon, and they are being taken in quantities of from ten to twenty dozen in 
the day. The perch at present asa rule run small; two out of three not being 
sizeable. A few jack have been caught; but I have not seen anything over 5lb.” 
John Johnson, sen., has got a good eel ; I saw it weighed, and it made 3lb. I 
have seen some small trout near the shore about nine inches in length feeding 
on the small fry. I counted eight in one place. The water wants a change 
badly. 

THAMES Dirron.—C. Buttery, in two days, eight dozen of gudgeon and one 
brace of perch. 

HAmpton,—James Langshaw, in one day, four dozen of roach and a couple 
of barbel; and in two other days, twenty-five dozen of gudgeon, three bream, and 
one chub. 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in one day with Mr. Martin, three barbel and eight 
dozen of roach; and another day, seven barbel and twelve bream. Alfred Stroud, 
in four days, sixteen barbel, twelve dozen of roach, and a trout of 5lb. John Stroud, 
in five days with Mr. Landerlindon, eighteen barbel, twenty-two bream, and 
twelve dozen of roach. Thomas Stroud, jun., in three days, eleven barbel and 
twenty-three dozen of gudgeon. Edward Clarke, in four days, thirteen dozen of 
roach and dace ; and H. Clarke, in three days, six brace of perch and six dozen of 
roach, 

WALTON.—R. Watford, in one day, five bream and two chub ; another day, in 
two hours, five dozen of roach ; and another day, with Mr, Alderson, five bream and 
one jack ; and J. Rosewell, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace. 

SHEPPERTON.—H. Purdue, in one day, twelve dozen of gudgeon and two dozen of 
roach; another day sixteen dozen of gudgeon and one brace of jack ; another day 
ten dozen of gudgeon and four bream ; and another day two dozen of roach and a 
jack of 5lb, F. Purdue, in one day, twelve dozen of gudgeon. W. Howse, during 
the week, forty dozen of gudgeon, four brace of perch (one of the fish weighing 1lb.), 
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WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, during the week, fifteen dozen of roach and dace, 
201b. weight of barbel, six brace of perch, and a trout of 24lb. 

DockEeTt Pornt,—James Haslett, in one day, ten dozen of gudgeon, and one 

erch. 
: CueErtsry.—J, Poulter, in one day, ten dozen of gudgeon, eight dozen of roach, 
and two barbel. 

PENTON Hoox.—F. Collyer, in one day, seven barbel, the largest 53Ib. ; another 
day five dozen of roach and dace ; and another day three jack, one barbel, and three 
dozen of roach and dace, several of the roach weighing Ib, each. 

STAINES.—John Keene, jun., in six days, fifty-three barbel, twelve dozen of roach 
and dace, thirteen perch, five jack, and one trout ; all the barbel were taken in roach- 
fishing. C. Hone, in two days, 501b, of barbel; another day 501b, ; and another 
day sixteen, weighing 35lb., and all were put back again. H. J. Clark, one day in 
two hours, with Mr. Woods, five barbel ; and another day, in four hours, eight barbel, 
the largest 5lb. 100z. 








UPPER THAMES. 


Rain is much wanted, and in a goodly dose, before the fishing condition of the 
Thames will be up to the worth of a first-class ticket down to any station between 
Oxford and Staines, The water is as clear as unwashed gin, and little, if anything 
finny, can just now, with any certainty, be obtained, most fish, with the exception 
of gudgeon, being seemingly inextricably stuck in the weeds, which are now 
luxuriantly growing in the well-manured bed of the Thames. Roach will hardly 
look at a bait ; barbel cost about 5s. each, except by accident ; dace are shy ; jack 
are doing the lazy in the rushes and lilies, only a dead gorge occasionally enticing 
them therefrom. Chub rise to a fly fairly well, and the anglers who can throw a 
fly, or work Nottingham tackle far and fine, will find this fish just now afford the 
best sport. Gudgeon are, of course, feeding, and are a grand dernier ressort for both 
male and female fishists in the Thames, in the present bright condition of the river. 
The reports from the various stations only tell of gudgeon takes, with here and 
there a few perch and barbel—notably, of the latter fish, 291b at Wargrave, and a 
ten-pounder at Aston on the 29th ult. Thursday Evening.—Rain falling at last. 
It is the fervent wish of an angler that it will last for many hours, or even days, 
which his name is—MARLOw Buzz, 


Thames (Bourne End). 

The river is very low and bright, and full of weeds; but, with judicious baiting, 
the anglers’ patience is sure to be rewarded some time during the day. Messrs. 
Stevens and friend, out on Wednesday with David Brown, the fisherman, had a 
splendid specimen of a bream weighing over 6lb.; and Messrs. A. George and R, 
Mills forty roach, weighing 201b., some over 1lb, each—ACT ON THE SQUARE, 


Thames (Goring). 


The water still very bright. My best days have been a dozen of good perch and 
five jack, and thirty dozen of gudgeon.—_JOHN RUSH. 


Thames (Marlow). 
Mr. Bastick and friend fishing with Tom Barnes, have had some good sport among 
the barbel and chub last week, and up till last night the best day being thirteen 
fish, scaling 40lb, Water very bright. 


Thames (fonning). 

A few weeks ago there were taken a good many fish of all sorts, but I am afraid 
there will not be anything worth speaking about for some weeks. I hear they have 
closed Marsh Lock, so Isuppose we shall have low water until it is finished. At the 
present time the water is very low and bright. Ihave taken the Elephant and 
Castle at Pangbourne, and mean to reduce the tariff the same as here for fishermen 
in the winter. I cannot hear of anything being done there at present.—W. H. 


Thames (Sunbury, &c.) 


Last week Messrs. Rogers, Garratt, and Haslewood, who were on a trip up-Thames, 
caught at Sunbury one jack, weight 14#lb., and six of small size. At Windsor, 
with Massey in punt, Haslewood one jack, 6lb., and two perch weighing 3$lb. At 
Cookham, on the 29th August, Sir Roger Palmer, in his genial way, gave the party 
atow up behind his launch to his charming residence near Bourne End. How 
different some launches treat fishermen! At Henley, near the lock, Mr, Garratt 
two dozen very nice roach ; Haslewood, two jack, weight 91b, : 


: Thames (Windsor). 
The tropical heat of the last few days has given the water a sickly hue, and but 


little sport has been had ; even gudgeon have lost all appetite, and come lazily to the 
rake. A few chub have been had whipping witha piece of skin of beef, gentles, 
and the imitation black slug. Barbel require a lot of coaxing ; but this is just the 
weather for greaves, and, I believe, if properly baited, they are to be had. Before 
this intense heat, Mr, Barwell, of the Friendly Anglers, out with Richard Gray on 


the 26th and 27th ult., had just over 401b. of barbel, but small, in addition to which . 


ten fish, going about 12lb., were returned. Mr. Toulman, of the “ Fishery,” had, in 
one evening, ten barbel, largest about 4lb., anda chub. Roach have been taken by 
fishing the sharp waters close to weed with gentles; but of no size, the best bag 
coming under my notice being one of 20]b., had by Mr. Pond, jun., of Slough, and a 
friend. Jack are now running ; but a few small ones have been taken spinning, the 
heavier fish being now in the weeds, where a properly-worked dead gorge bait would 
doubtless be found killing. ‘Till a good storm of rain but little can be expected. I 
noticed last evening several trout taking fly ; but, as the season for them closes on 
the 10th inst., these will probably live to fight another season.—B, R. BAMBRIDGE, 


: Ancholme (Caistor). 

Angling continues very good in the early morning, but it falls off during the heat 
of the day, which, for the time of year has been quite excessive. Many good bream 
and roach haye been taken, also some fine eels. Pike taken during the week, so far 
as reported, have been small, Nothing much has been done on the trout becks,— 


THOMAS Forp. 
Bure (Wroxham). 


Some capital sport with the bream has been enjoyed during the past week, both 
from Hosts Simpson and Whittaker. I hear of catches of from three to six stone 


per boat, and Whittaker also informs me some very fine perch have been taken on ' 


Wroxham Broad. All along the river from Coltishall down to Acle accounts are 
good for the class of fishing this stream affords. Visitors will be pleased to know 
that Captain Dawson, to whom the rights of shooting and fishing belong, is a most 
generous owner, and, as far as I’ve heard, never refuses any “ respectable” person 
leave to fish, although he has lately been justly annoyed and vexed that strangers 
have taken the liberty to fire off guns on the Broad. I mention this so that intend- 
ing visitors may not place themselves (perhaps through another’s fault) in an 
unpleasant position, Prospects, rainyw—R. MOuu. 


“ Tes Chichester. 

The canal here is still in excellent condition, and the largest members of the 
bream family feeding more freely, Some good baskets have been made, but nothing 
exceeding 2?lb, has come under my notice. Hels are plentiful, and afford good sport 
to those who prefer fishing for the pudding. The Adur, near Steyney, is yielding 
good roach and good carp in the well-known carp-hole above, In the upper reaches 
of the Ouse a pike of 54lb, and some fine specimens of roach have been taken. At 
Selham, roach and dace are feeding well in the evenings, and excellent specimens of 
pike can be seen below the bridge. On Wednesday, in sultry weather, I looked over 
the Lee Farm Fisheries, where swims innumerable invite the angler, My impres- 
sion is that the waters are oyer-stocked. With but few anglers, the fish have 
enormously increased the past few seasons. Large pike are numerous, and with the 
weeds down, should yield good sport,—Gnro, F, SALTER, 


Dove and its Tributaries. hr 

Weather is now dull and cloudy. The watercourses hereabouts are lower perhaps 
than has been the case before this year. Rain is badly needed to put things fairly 
favourable for the legitimate fishermen, This last week or so the fish have had it 
practically their own way, and in consequence fishermen of all grades have generally 
been disinclined to attempt anything. Expert fly-fishers have succeeded in bagging 
a few brace towards evening by dint of skill and well-dressed artificials. One 
gentleman describes his having taken four grayling weighing 41b. (in the lot) with 
a Winter Dun in the middle of the hottest and brightest day we have had of late— 
viz., last Tuesday, in water low and transparently clear. Other fish have been killed 
with the same fly when others have failed of late. The fly named resembles the 
Golden Dun in colour; though it differs in having nothing but gold on the body 
When the fly is made neatly it proves, on the lower part of the Dove, where grayling 
so largely predominate, one of the best fancy flies for a bright water that is used, 
Old Birch, of piscatory fame, of Uttoxeter, used to say this fly would kill better 
than any other grayling fly made, and grayling fishing was his forte.—FostER Bros, 


Ashbourne, 
‘ Eden (Carlisle). 

Angling has been very slack during the last week. The days have been too fine, 
and the nights too dark. As the rising moon gets on a bit night-fishing should 
improve, but there is always a fear at this time of the year of it turning out clear 
and frosty, in which case we get a mist on that water, which is fatal. One angler 
had a piece of luck the other evening. Fishing in the Coop stream (part of the 
Angling Association water), he hooked a grilse of 54lb. by the tail, which ran out 
nearly all his line, and would probably have broken him had not the inevitable 
“Sammy ” gone to his assistance, and netted the fish for him. I hear very poor 
reports from the Esk. Four or five anglers spent a day below Longtown last 
week, and had not a fish amongst them. We can beat that in the Eden,—SILVER 


GREY. 
Esk (Whitby). 

Glorious weather has prevailed during the last week, and though there has been 
no rain to speak of, the river is in splendid fishing order. In no previous year have 
there been so many salmon-trout in the upper reaches of the river, the floods of a 
fortnight ago enabling many thousands to pass over the dams easily. There is no 
fear of hundreds being killed for want of sufficient water, as, unfortunately, was the 
case last season. All the anglers have had good sport during the week. Lhe best 
catch of trout which I have heard of is that made by Mr. W. Coulson, of Liverpool, 
who caught, in one of the Fylingdale streams, 102 fish in a couple of days; they 
were caught, for the most part, with the worm. Mr. Wm. Harland, Egton Bridge, 
landed two salmon-trout, weighing 15lb. and 102lb. respectively, and other two, 
weighing together 13}1b. Captain Dinsdale, Mr. G. Elliot, M.P., Mr. Keighley, 
Mr. John Hall Long, Mr. Calvert, Mr. Readman, Mr. Robson (Glaisdale), and other 
local anglers have had fair sport.—J. J.J. 

Ilfracombe. ! 

Sea-fishing.—There has been some excellent catches of fish during the past 
week, Boating parties fishing off Popple Cove Point, after a few hours, have 
returned with catches varying from 40 to 70lb. of whiting pout, codlin, bream, 
&e. Others have caught from 20 to 40lb. each boat. On Wednesday I saw some 
gentlemen pass with fine catches of pout, pollack, and bream. I also saw two 
boatmen pass with about 70lb. of large bream, and one, fishing with ground 
lines, caught a large crayfish. Visitors who are fond of strolling about the 
rocks in search of shell-fish,-can have a good run here, the tides being low and 
the weather warm. Shell-fish haye left the deep water and come to the shore. 
Several gentlemen fishing daily from the promenade pier with rod and line, 
have got some first-class sport. This pier extends a considerable distance into 
the Bristol Channel, therefore it affords excellent accommodation for visitors who 
do not care for boating. Anyone fond of deep-sea fishing can obtain some first- 
class sport by paying us a visit just now. Weather very fine—H, CoMER. 


Lea (Tottenham). , 

Big bream, barbel, and carp have been showing themselves in large numbers 
during the hot days of this week, giving anglers the satisfaction of knowing there 
are plenty of fish. Mr. Hazlewood took an eel of 3lb., and a sizeable jack on Friday 
last. On Monday Mr. Evans killed a jack a little over 6lb, The same day Mr, 
Dodd got an eel of 221k, Mr. Thomas, of the Clapton Anglers, fishing the~ Lower 
Pool, in the evenings, with his favourite roach fly, the Bracken Clock, has been 
getting some good roach. Some capital trays of roach and dace have been taken by 
Messrs. Breeden and Bennett with fly (whipping) during the week. Water very 
low.—HACKLES RED, 

Leicester. : 

The almost tropical weather that we have experienced of late continued until 
Wednesday, when there was a complete change. Towards the evening of that day 
rain commenced to fall, and continued throughout Thursday without ceasing. The 
alteration atmospherically will be most acceptable to anglers, the waters having got 
remarkably fine and low, bottom-fishing being very much interfered with in con- 
sequence. The state of the waters last Saturday had a very disappointing effect on 
the members of a local club, who assembled at Brooksby for the purpose of fishing 
their annual match in the Wreake. The contest, which otherwise was held under 
favourable circumstances, was a complete failure, owing to the meagre takes of fish, 
In the Leicester waters, roach-fishing has been far from successful, the takes in 
most instances being small. A large number of anglers were using both natural and 
artificial flies for chub and dace. One of the members of the local society showed a 
nice lot of chub from Aylestone, the largest going over 21b., and taken with a killing 
fly for chub in these waters—the Coachman. A few good pike have been had during 
the week, taken with alive gorge. The Leicester Angling Society hold their annual 
match to-day, and prospects of a successful contest seem fayourable.—ALERT. 


Little Ouse (Brandon). 


The river is now in splendid condition for fishing. There are a lot of roach, dace, 
and perch ; also some large chub and pike. Last week a gentleman of this town 
caught 291b. of fish in four days; and three gentlemen from Cambridge caught 
yesterday 30lb. of roach and dace; another gentleman, with the fly, caught 421b. 
Several more have made splendid catches. ' 

[We have asked the sender of this report if he will guarantee it—42lb. with fly— 
ED. ] 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are now clear, but low, and fishing in the daytime is almost useless, 
until the sun goes down in the evening, when a few fish may be taken with the fly. 
The sun has been very hot and bright, and the fish will not rise. The flies are the 
Sky Blue, Red Ant, Green Insect, and Red Spinner. The willows are coming on; 
but the grayling will not take them as yet, This season has been the worst trout 
season ever remembered. Poaching still continues to go on with nets and whet- 
hooks ; but worst of all is the systematic liming of the tributaries of the river near 
Pembridge. Otters have been seen on the banks of the Lugg and Pinsley. — 
GWYNNE, 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The sport in this portion of the river during the week has only been of a moderate 
character, owing to the clearness of the water, which has been running very low. 
Bottom fishermen have not been able to do much, and only in isolated cases have 
there been any good catches. Gentles have been the principle bait in this water, 
creed wheat and worms not having been brought much into requisition. There is a 
great scarcity of the wasp-grub this season, one angler having given 1s. for a small 
cake, which the roach rayenously took, The streams between Cromford and Amber- 
gate have been well whipped daily, with a fair amount of success, The 
best killing flies have been Yellow Willow, Brown Dun, and Light 
Snipe, On Saturday last, Mr, Allfrey, of Ripley, killed a creel of 
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fine grayling near Whatstandwell; and Messrs. Glossop and Musgrave, resi- 
dent in the neighbourhood, have had some sport amongst the trout. In 
the Belper and Duffield waters, mixed baskets have been taken by bottom-fishermen. 
The Trent Fishery Board have drawn the attention of the Local Government Board 
and the Derby Town Council to the refuse from the town sewers, &c., which 
pollutes the Derwent, and renders the river almost useless for fishing in its course 
through the town. With the exception of Thursday, when there were some nice 
showers, the weather has been fine and hot, the heat of the sun during the day 
causing the fish to bask under the bushes. Dibbing has been tried with success ; 
some trout haye been taken in this way. The next few days prospects are promising 
after the nice cooling rain,—G, R. U. B. 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is all right, and there have been some nice fish taken, both roach and 
perch, perch with red worms and roach with gentles. Mr. Walker bagged some nice 
roach on Monday evening. Very few jack taken.—WM. COWELL. 


; i Lake District. 

The bright, genial weather by day, and close, muggy nights during the past week 
have been highly favourable to insect life, and, as a consequence, “ feed” has been 
plentiful on the rivers and lakes in the district, though the waters are now too low 
for successful angling in the daytime. The latter fact accounts for the fewness of 
the fish found above the obstructions on the Kent—a state of things which must con- 
tinue until the next “fresh.” Notwithstanding numerous drawsat the Fishery on the 
estuary, absolutely nothing has been done—one salmon being the take of the week. 
Anglers, however, have not much to complain of, despite the scarcity of trout. 
Capital takes of sea fish have been had almost nightly, two baskets, of four and 
seven respectively, falling to the lot of Mr. H. Beadle on the Kent. Others on the 
same river have done equally weil, three decent-sized fish being about the lowest 
basket of which I have heard. Sport in the lakes and various small streams con- 
tinues good, though rain is now much wanted—from an angler’s point of view.— 
EPHEMERA, 

Medway (Tunbridge). 

The water is still bright, and bream are beginning to bite better, but yet they are 
most eccentric, not two days alike. Both above and below the town good bags have 
been made, and a few pike reported, but nothing of any size, Anglers are likely to 
haye a good time of it, particularly in judiciously baited swims——Yu MepwAy 
WATER RAT, 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The weather being hot, put a stop to sport in the daytime ; morning and evening 
have been the best, and some very nice bream have been taken. The change of 
weather is in favour of anglers, and prospects are good for roach and bream ; there 
will be a better chance for daywork. Squire Bromley and Squire Webb concluded 
their fishing on Friday with good sport, catching 42 roach, 15 bream, 2 perch, 1 dace, 
1 pike, and 1 cel, making 62, and fishing only a short time. Subscriptions are re- 
quired for fishing.—H. Rout. 

Reservoir (Histree). 

Water in good condition for all-round fishing this last three or four weeks. We 
have had some good sport amongst the roach and perch and jack ; but there is nota 
great show of tench at present. Roach fishing has been very good, and the best 
show that I have seen since I have been there, but not the largest, as we have not 
had any over 1lb. ; but perch have been up to 2lb., and tench up to 2lb., and plenty 
of jack at 4lb.; one pike. On the 29th ult. of tench, roach, and perch there were 
plenty up to 1lb. each, and one jack of 141b, 50z, On the 30th ult. there 
were some good takes of perch and roach ; and on the 31st ult. and on the Ist inst. 
there were some very fine takes of roach and perch. One gentleman had four jack 
weighing 41b, each, and I hope I shall have more to report next wéek.—G. 
CHESHER. 

Severn (Gloucester). 

Angling in the Severn during the past week has been impracticable, owing to the 
tides. Wind and weather permitting, it will be in good order by the 6th inst. Trout 
have been well on the Palmers in the Upper Leadon. The Berkeley canal is still 
the fayourite water for roach. I have seen some good takes ; and some good sized 
bream taken with paste and gentles. Mr. J. Wood landed a 941b. pike from the Cam- 
bridge Arm, on August 26th.—_ SINGLE HATR, 


Severn (Shrewspury). 

With the waiter very low and fine few fish have been taken in this district of late. 
Mr. Dixon succeeded in taking one or two good chub with the fly ; he hooked a very 
large one on Wednesday, but unfortunately his rod broke, and the fish got away. 
Mr. Breeze has been the most successful fly-fisher, having taken some fine chub and 
dace. Mr. Pescall took a nice trout 141b., and a perch lb. 20z., spinning with a 
gudgeon. A gentleman, bottom-fishing near Severn Bank, caught a few nice perch, 
largest about #lb. There are plenty of ‘good perch in the river, and good sport 
should be had this winter. Chub, too, are in great numbers, and of large size; in 
fact, the river is teeming with fish of all kinds, and with a good flush of water some 
good baskets are sure to be made. he angling society had their second outing on 
Thursday last, Llanymynech being chosen as the scene of operations. A good number 
of members turned up, and a most enjoyable day was spent. The Cross Keys was 
patronised, and, needless to say, its old reputation was fully maintained. Anglers 
in this district will be pleased to learn that Mr. F. H. Morgan, the hon. sec. of the 
Shrewsbury Angling Society (through whose efforts in the cause we have enjoyed 
splendid trouting this season), who has been suffering from a serious illness, is 
progressing very favourably, and we hope to have him among us shortly in greatly 
improved health and increased vigour, wielding the greenheart as of yore, and giving 
us hig valuable aid in preserving our splendid water,—FLOREAT SALOPIA, 


Tees. 

This being an autumn salmon river, very little fishing up to the present has been 
done. The nets finished their season on Tuesday last, having had a very fair time of 
it. There is now every chance for fish to come direct up the river, which, no doubt, 
they will with the next flood, of which we stand in great need, the river at the pre- 
sent time and for a fortnight past being dead low. The only captmres with the 
rod that I hear of are Mr. Scurfield, one fish, about 15lb. ; Mr. T. Wilkinson, two 
fish ; Mr. R. Brown, one, about 3lb. I hope to send you list of many more captures 
next week, as there is every indication Tr fresh weather.—G. J. 8. 

est. 

Fish rise fairly well all day long, and in the eyening take boldly. A well-known 
angler, fishing on the Priory Water, Wherwell, yesterday, killed, I hear, three and a 
half brace, put back a brace about 2lb. each (which were not quite up to the mark), 
and lost several others. I had to leave before the evening rise came on. Consider- 
ing the very bright, hot day, this was not a bad performance. The whole secret lies 
in using the very finest of fine gut. The old-fashioned Red Rail was on very strong 
on Monday evening ; it isa fly not often used, but at this time of the year is most 
killing HAMPSHIRE, 

Teme (Ludlow). 

This water keeps clear and very low, and fishing in the daytime with the fly has 
been quite useless, the weather being very hot, and the sun shining brightly. The 
fish have been seen on the top of the water in the sun; but as soon as you throw 
the fly towards them they disappear. During the evening a few good-sized grayling, 
and occasionally a trout or two, have been caught with the Hare’s Har and Red 
Spinner. The best fish have been caught bottom-fishing with the wasp-grub. The 
Clun, Ony, and Ledwycke are alllow. Some good trout were taken from the Corve 
at the beginning of the week with the wasp-grub._S, LuDLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


The water in this district still remains very clear, but low. But few anglers 
have been out during the middle of the day, as the sun has been so hot and bright, 


and the fish are shy, and will not touch the fly. ‘The best flies are the Hare’s Ear, 
Sky Blue, and Red Spinner. In the evening part of the day good sport has been 
had, and several lots of fish have been taken, but they are very small. With the 
Wasp-grub several good grayling and a few trout have been landed in the deep 
water. <A nice dish of grayling were taken with the fly at the end of last week near 
Easton. The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are all clear and low. A few fish taken 
from the Kyre with the wasp-grub.—WORCESTER, 


Trent (Nottingham). 


The river continues very low and clear, although rain on Thursday may produce 
a slight alteration, Barbel angling has again engaged plenty of attention, and at 
Colwick on Tuesday, Messrs. Browne and Forward, of Nottingham, killed fourteen 
fish in a few hours. The latter hooked one foul, and had a tough struggle until it 
broke away ; it was estimated at 7lb. On the same day, Mr. H. Hawley had eight 
from Shelford, and ten on Wednesday ; when also Mr. A. Bull got seven below 
King’s Mills Weirs, and Mr. Drury a couple. On Saturday, Mr. F. Ley, of Manor 
House, Barrow, took seven barbel (2641b.), besides dace, &c., amounting to 35lhb. ; 
and on Monday his catch consisted of one barbel, fifty-five roach, chub, and dace, 
weighing 301b, Mr, H. Horne, of Nottingham, has caught at Winthorpe above 20Ib. 
of dace with the fly, and here recently the salmon nets accounted for two good fish. 
Chub have been killed with the wasp-grub, and plenty of roach have again suc- 
cumbed to creed wheat. Barbel anglers might now with advantage try a baiting 
of greaves instead of worms. <A trout caught on Monday in the Dove by a Notting- 
ham gentleman weighed 23lb,—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Vyrnwy (Lianymynech). 

The river is low and clear. On Saturday last Mr. Francis, Liverpool, took a 
nice basket of fish, which included four trout, three grayling, and a number of 
roach and chub, one chub weighing 2lb, 40z. There were also two salmon taken 
ef about 101b. each.—BORDERER, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Beyond an hour or two in the evening there is very little doing in the way of fly- 
fishing at present ; the fish rise freely at the natural flies, but owing to the immense 
amount of surface food, they are very bad to get hold of with the artificial. Ihave 
killed a few fish with Light Watchet, Fog Black, Brown Owl, and Stone Midge, but 
they have been principally coarse fish ; grayling have not started yet to take the 
fly freely —FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 

Sport on the Derwent the latter end of last week was first-class, both on the 
Hathersage, Chatsworth, and lower lengths of the Derwent. I was fishing last 
Friday and Saturday near to Whatstandwell ; I killed twelve and thirteen and a 
half brace of principally grayling with Honey Dun Bumble, Ash Dun, and Needle 
flies, and several other anglers had good catches on these days. Since then the 
weather has been excessively hot, which has completely taken the fish off the rise in 
the middle of the day. Harly morning and late evening are the best times to kill 
your dish of fish while this hot weather lasts. Sport on the Wye still continues but 
middling, only a solitary brace or two of fish being taken daily—mostly the last 
thing at night. The Jenny Spinner has been out a little on both the Wye and 
Derwent during the week. There has been a little rain falling to-day (Thursday), 
which is sure to improve fishing on both the Wye and Derwent,—GrorRGE JAMES 
HATON. 

: Yare (Norwich). 

Bream haye at last put in an appearance both at Cantley and Buckenham Ferry. 
The past few days have been the best of the season, as far as I can ascertain, though 
no large catches are recorded, Still, the fish caught have been fine, and as much as 
three stone per boat in several cases, and others of three or four large fish, I have 
just met several fishermen home from the various stations, and their report is— 
Roach slow, but have got some nice large bream, The wind has gone round to 
N.E., and itis very cloudy, and much cooler. No rain in Norwich yet, although we 
just hear it hes been raining all the afternoon in London, and down as far as Thet- 
ford. Our glass is very steady, and I do not expect much wet here. Sport should 
be good allthrough this month, according to my past experience.—ROBERT MOLL, 











IRISH NOTES. 


BALLYNAHINCH FisHery.—Since last report the following are the takes 
on the above :—Ool. Biden, one salmon and 116 trout ; Col. Beresford, four salmon 
and 106 trout ; Messrs. Debenham, one salmon and 121 trout ; Mr. Bailward, sen., 
six days, 51 trout; Mr. Bailward, jun., three salmon and 37 trout in seven days ; 
Major Malone, in ten days, 121 trout ; Mr. and Mrs. Power, eleven days, one salmon 
and 234 trout; Mr. Smith, in twelve days, one salmon and 166 trout ; General Hay, 
in ten days, two salmon and 74 trout; Dr. Whipham and son, in five days, 545 
trout ; Messrs. Dimsale, in two days, 45 trout. Mr. E. W. B. Holt and party, on 
Gowla Fishery, in nine days, over 300 trout. Hada heavy fall of rain, which ought 
to improve the fishing. Total, 13 salmon and 1,378 trout_—ROUNDSTONE. 


ERNE AND LOUGH MELVIN.—The weather did not improve any during the past 
week, and rained almost incessantly. The river was dirty, and but four anglers 
were out. The following are the particulars :—Mr. R. Crawford, on the 24th ult., 
two grilse, 641b. and 6lb. ; 26th, one salmon, 9b, ; 28th, one salmon, 10lb. Rey. 
J. P. Mahaffy, 24th, one salmon, 1441b. ; 26th, two salmon, 181b, and 931b. ; 27th, one 
salmon, 25lb. Mr. 8. V. 'Yhomas, in the week, killed seven, averaging 8lb. each. 
Mr. J. A. Thomas, one salmon, 12lb. Some good trout-fishing was had on the Erne 
last week. Mr. R. St. George Johnston, on the 26th ult., killed twenty, averaging 
1b. each ; 27th, fourteen, weighing 8lb.; 23th, twenty, averaging 4lb. each. TT. 
Clarke, on the 25th, fifteen, weighing 81b, ; 26th, one of 451b., and seven averaging 
41b, each. Trout-fishing on Lough Melvin last week was not so good as was expected; 
still, some fair-sized baskets were captured, the following amongst them :—R. 
Coulter, on the 26th, nineteen, averaging lb. each; Mr. J. H. Hamilton, on the 
26th, seventeen, weighing 11lb. ; Captain Green, on the 26th, fifteen, weighing 12lb. 
—M., RoGAN, JUN., Ballyshannon, Co, Donegal, Sept. 1. 
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THREE DAYS WITH THE HoNOURABLE GEOFFREY HILu’s OrreR Hounps.— 
The above celebrated pack visited the neighbourhood of Ludlow on Monday last. 
The meet took place at Newsham Bridge, three miles below Tenbury. A most lovely 
morning caused a considerable number of the lovers of the sport, about 300, to 
assemble, amongst whom we noticed the following :—Sir F, Withington Lowe and 
party ; Messrs. Sitwell, Charlton, &c. The hounds arrived at Newsham, below 
Tenbury, and drew the water up to Ashford Court Bridge, but failed to kill, although 
they had several drags. On Tuesday they met at Sir W. Curtis's Caynham Court, 
and again failed to kill. On Wednesday met at Burway, the seat of C. W. Wicksted, 
Esq., and after two hours’ good sport the otter was beautifully potted, a bitch 
weighing nearly 20lb. Dragged the water up to near Forge Bridge, where the dogs 
were called off for the day. We hope the hounds will visit us more often, as there 
are plenty of otters about here. 


CASSELL’s NATURAL History, now in its 34th instalment, calls for a word of 
praise for the able manner in which it is edited by Dr. A M. Dunean, F.RS., 
Professor of Geology in King’s College, London, the variety of its letterpress and 
careful illustrations, ae ; 

FAMILIAR WILD Brrps is produced in the same excellent way, its illustrations 
being charmingly executed in colours. F 

“ Au,” said Jehokus, taking his friend’s baby, “he has got his mother’s eyes— 
and my hair,” he added, as the infant prodigy grabbed him by the foretop. 


144 THE FISHING GAZETTE, 


Sepr 4, 1886. 


enn == 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(Continued from page 139.) 
WADERS. 

Srr,—Anglers are often perplexed in coming to a decision as to what description 
of waders they should provide themselves with. Now, it may be said with truth of 
waders, as well as of rods, lines, and flies, that one description will not prove 
adapted for all purposes or parts of the fishing season. 

In Devonshire, and in some other counties in England, this begins early in 
February, when the water is very cold and easterly winds prevail. While such a 
state of things exist many fisherman refrain altogether from wading, contenting 
themselves with fish’ng from the bank; but there are those who have sufficient 
confidence in the strengsh of their constitutions to wish to do so. 

For such waders must meet these requirements: To keep out the water, to exclude 
the cold, and to retain the heat emanating from the human body. The Messrs. 
Cording, 125, Regent-strect, provide fishing boots which admirably mect all the 
above. They are made complete, in the first instance, in the same way as fishing 
stockings, soles with nails being afterwards added. Water is thus effectually ex- 
cluded, and,as the material of which they are composed is a thick leather water- 
proofed outside, they both exclude cold and retain heat. 

The objection often made t these boots is that they cannot be turned inside out, 
so as to be easily dried when the insides have become moist from condensed perspira- 
tion. But when we consider the season of the year for which they are recommended, 
it will be found that as the insensible perspiration emanating from the human body 
is then very slight, this will hardly be perceptible ; and if the boots are made 
sufficiently large and easy, the greater part of it will escape in the form of vapour 
between the boots and stockings, and not become in any degree condensed on the 
stockings worn under them. A pair of flannel bags filled with sawdust is supplied 
with these boots, and if put into the oven for a few hours and then placed within 
them, the boots will soon become perfectly dry on the inside. The boots should 
afterwards be put on boot-trees, so as to keep them of full size, as otherwise they 
shrink, and become tight and troublesome to put on. 

Being mae of a stiff and somewhat unyielding material, it will be found that 
they are apt to run into holes on the inside the knees by the friction of one surface 
of leather against the other, if much walked in. 

This is easily remedied by having a pair of covers made for then of woven flax 
cloth, extending from the tops of the boots to a few inches below the knee, with a 
ines loop for the strap of the fishing boots to pass through and keep them in their 
places. 

They will thus be completely protected from all injury, and last many seasons, 
The great ease with which these boots are put on and taken off is alone a great re- 
commendation : instead of having to put on fishing stockings, then socks over them, 
and afterwards brogues, two pair obviates all objection to them, as while one pair is 
being dried the other pair can be used. 

As the weather becomes milder, a lighter description of waders becomes desirable, 
and the Messrs. Cording have met this want in the shape of wading stockings made 
of stout black felt waterproofed outside. These will be found warm and comfortabie, 
posers the great advantage that they can easily be turned inside out to be 
dried. 

This kind of fishing stockings is especially recommended because they are composed 
of soft and pliable material, and if accidentally injured, the waterproofing being 
on the outside, the damaged spot can be immediately discovered and repaired with a 
piece of waterproof material attached to the outside. Ordinary fishing stockings 
consist of double-cotton fabric with a thin layer of waterproof between ; and as 
this is a solution of indiarubber in mineral naphtha, which is very volatile, the 
latter soon evaporates, and when long exposed to the air, its waterproof qualities 
disapneir, and the stockings les in water in many places, the attempts to remedy 
this soon making them resemble patchwork; when this happens, the sooner they 
are discarded the better. Thus, while one pair of the thick felt fishing stockings, 
waterproofed outside with due care, will last several seasons, those generally 
parolees on account of their low price will seldom last one season, and often not 
so long. 

When the hot weather of summer arrives, a still lighter description of waders would 
be found advantageous, but they should be made of black waterproof material. 
White is as improper for this purpose as for any other article comprised in the 
equipment of the angler, owing to its presenting when in the water a glaring and 
conspicuous appearance. 

The two latter descriptions of waders are to be worn with brogues with worsted 
stockings over them to protect them from friction. 

As to fishing trousers for wading when trout-fishing, it would be well if every fishing 
association, having the power to do so, strictly forbid their use in every trout stream 
of moderate size in England, They certainly give those who wear them considerable 
advantages over those only provided with fishing stockings ; but fishermen who come 
behind one of these amphibious sportsmen have very little chance of success for 
several hours afterwards, the fish having been thoroughly disturbed in their most 
secure retreats. 

_ While objecting to wading trousers for trout-fishing in trout streams of moderate 

size, it must be added that they are quite indispensable when fishing for salmon in 
wide and deep rivers, in order to enable the fisherman to reach the haunts of salmon, 
often inaccessible by any other means. 
_ It must not be forgotten that grease of any description has a great affinity for 
indiarubber, immediately combining with it; grease of any description must not 
therefore be used to soften either fishing boots or fishing stockings. Now it will 
probably be said that these suggestions with regard to waders for fishing are all 
very well; but that the expense of providing three descriptions for the season 
would prevent many persons from adopting them. 

For those who are of this opinion, the intermediate felt fishing stockings, water- 
proofed outside, will be the best to purchase for use for the whole season ; but for 
those able and willing to incur the outlay, the three pairs of the different kinds re- 
commended will prove advantageous. 

The most expensive outfit we can possibly procure for trout-fishing will not 
amount to a ruinous amount; and cheap fishing-tackle being a delusion and a snare, 
those who obtain everything of the very best quality will never regret having made 
such an investment.—I am. &c., Jinenry Downes, M.D. 


A DEVONSHIRE ANGLER ON EYED-HOOKS. 

Sir,—l should like to know the secret of the success of some of your correspondents 
who continue to recommend the use of the eyed-hook for trout. I have tried 
these hooks over and over again, and the result has been so unsatisfactory that I 
shall use them no more if I can possibly help it. Ido not come to this conclusion 
simply after a day or two’s fishing, but after a prolonged trial, as I fish nearly every 
day, and have done so for years. When I first used them I stuck to them, in spite of 
the bad luck I met with in losing fish after fish. At last, disheartened, | wrote to a 
brother angler whose knowledge and experience of these hooks are, I believe, un- 
equalled, asking his advice about them, and the record he sent me of his success 
with them caused me to try them for time longer in the face of each day's sad 
experience, 

The last time I used one of the turned-up eyed-hooks was in the summer of 1885, 
when fishing some private ponds in this locality, in which were a few big trout and 
some smaller ones, After basketing some of the smaller fish, I went in search of a 
feeding big trout. The only one I could find was a large fish that had worked his 
way into very shallow water at the top of one of the ponds, where a small stream 
trickled in. From this place he darted down the pool every time I approached, till 
at last I found my only way of getting over him was by sitting down on the gravel 
at the head of the pond and waiting till he came into shallow water again. While 
waiting thus I unfortunately took off my fly—a small dun dressed on gut in the 


ordinary way—and put on one on an eyed-hook. Directly the fish had got back into 
his old position I dropped the fly above him, floating, cocked, on the water; the 
small stream carried it down to where he was feeding, and ina moment he had it 
fixed in his jaws, showing a side like a salmon when I struck him smartly, and as he 
made his way down the pool at a rapid rate. 

My experience with the small flies on gut I ordinarily use enables me to tell pretty 
well what chances I have of landing a fish after I have played him a short time, and 
in this instance I certainly thought my fish was fairly and securely hooked ; but it 
was the old tale again. 

After keeping well down in deep water and fighting stubbornly for a few moments, 
the eyed-hook quietly came away, for no apparent reason whatever, as it had done 
many atime before, and I sat down and anathematised my own stupidity in using ib. 
T never used a turned-up eyed-hook after this ; but when the turned-down eyed-hooks 
were introduced, eagerly tried them, since it was shown so conclusively (in theory) 
that they must necessarily hold their fish. But they didn’t (in practice) ; by bad 
luck or bad management I lost just the same percentage of fish as before, and had 
to drop the turned-down eyei1-hooks as I had done the others. I am exceedingly 
sorry that such is the case, for eyed-hooks possess many advantages that it is not 
necessary to enumerate, their great one in my opinion being that they may be 
carried so conveniently in a small box without becoming entangled or being crushed 
—a most important matter in dry-fly fishing ; but, of course, these advantages are 
worthless when the holding powers are at fault. 

I daresay I may be told that my want of luck was due to my method of fastening 
the hook to the collar. Perhapsit was. I only know that I used all the knots [ 
have seen published in the FISHING GAZETTE, including the jamb knot for the hook 
with turned-down eye. 

At times, when fish are taking well, I daresay these hooks may be used with only 
a moderate percentage of loss. I see one of your correspondents speaks, in a recent 
issue of the FISHING GAZETTE, of killing on them seven fish out of nine rises. But 
this, so far as I can gather, is only a detail of one day’s fishing. Besides, he does 
not say what size the fish were. Heavy trout that pull hard are much more 
likely to get off a hook that has an uneven strain than smaller fish are. 

I remember one day killing six trout in six consecutive rises on an eyed-hook, 
but they were all small, and I certainly believe that had they been big ones the 
record would have been far different. 

I sce Mr. Eaton in last week’s issue makes the same complaint. I gather from 
his letter he is the well-known fly-dresser, and that he is a professional angler. The 
strong terms in which he condemns these hooks are, if not elegant, very expressive, 
and I wouldn’t mind betting a trifling sum that stronger expressions still have been 
used about them, if not on paper, by disconsolate anglers on the riverside, who, as 
the Yankees say, “have been left.” I take it that it is to such anglers as Mr. 
Eaton we must look for a sound practical opinion on these so-called improvements, 
and, for my own part, I fully endorse all he says in his letter about the eyed-hooks, 
—Iam, &e., 

Tiverton, Aug. 31, R. A. 


MR. G. J. EATON AND EYED-HOOKS. 

Srr,—Will you allow me to trespass on your space for a few minutes, that I mvy 
comment upon Mr. G, J. Eaton’s letter in your last issue? 

In the first place, “ W. J. ©.” did not assume that there was anything “ extra- 
ordinary” in rising nine fish, or in killing seven out of this number—he merely 
quoted it as a proof that eyed-hooks “ hold” well; nor did he infer that the hooks 
on which the “ local” flies were tied would not have “held” as well, if the local 
flies would only, as a mild preliminary, have tempted the fish. 

Then there is nothing in Mr. Eaton’s statement, as it stands, to show that the 
average size per fish taken by local anglers with local flies exceeded the size of 
“WJ. 0.’s”; and the phrase “up to thirteen brace” is ambiguous, and might, 
perhaps, on examination be found to consist in, say, a dozen rods out, and catches 
varying from nothing to thirteen brace. Besides which, by Mr, Eaton’s own show- 
ing, they were all local anglers, whose chance of success should be as two to one; 
and, therefore, their performance might be on an ayerage only level with * W. J. 
C.’s” after all, and very probably, if eleven other gentlemen had been fishing with 
Holland’s detached olives, they might have caught thirteen brace also. 

In the next place, “ W. J. C.” does not say that the date on which he purchased 
his “local” flies corresponded with the day he met Mr, Eaton—it was probably 
previous to this; and are there no other “local” fly-tiers of Derbyshire flies than 
the self-trumpeting Mr, Eaton? 

With regard to the holding powers of eyed-hooks, versus what, for brevity’s sake, 
I will style “ whipped” hooks—i.e., eyeless hooks on to which the gut is whipped—L 
believe, after an experience of twenty-five years in the use of the latter, and of 
about seven in eyed-hooks, that if the hooks are exactly similar, bar the eye, and in 
the one case the gut is well “ whipped” on, in the other well “ tied” on (after Hall's 
original method, or Major Turle’s, vide “ Halford on Floating Flies,” pp. 4—5), they 
each “hold” equally well ; but (and here we have two great advantages of “eyel” 
over “whipped ” hooks) when a fish or two have been caught with the same fly, and 
the gut at the fly-head has become sodden and weak from constant drying, in the 
case of the eyed-hook you can simply break off the gut at the sodden place and tie 
it on again to the same fly, whereas the whipped hook is comparatively useless, as it 
cannot be retied on, and the gut is likely to smash in a good fish, and, moreover, the 
eyed-hooks do not crack off half so easily as whipped ones. 

Tam sorry to be obliged to take exception to so many points in such a pleasant, 
gentlemanly letter, couched in such polished and courteous language, as that of Mr. 
Eaton ; but without wishing to institute invidious comparisons between the relative 
merits of individual fishermen, I may perhaps be allowed to say that, having fished 
several Yorkshire rivers, in company with good representative Yorkshire fishermen, 
and also Southern trout streams—notably the Itchen, Hampshire Avon, ani Test 
(this latter the hardest river in England probably on which to make a gool bag, 
and often impossible)—it is news to me to learn that the best fly-fishermen of the 
day come either from Yorkshire or Derbyshire. ; 

Why, until within the last few years—perhaps ten or so—such a thing as dry-fly 
fishing, the “acme” of fly-fishing skill, was either unheard of or laughed at on such 
streams as the Wharfe, Nidd, Ure, &c., whilst it had been well established on the 
above-mentioned Southern waters for myny years previously. 

I well remember, one very cold day in March, 1873, going over fora day to fish at 
Grassington-on-the-Wharfe ; there was a N.l. wind, and cold at that. I began with 
one fly, red quill, fishing dry—and fishing the rise, not the water—and was well 
laughed at by the keeper, who advised a four-yard hair cast and eight flies! ‘* Ye'll 
do just nowt with a gut collar and one flee,” said he. [owever, after vainly trying 
to persuade him that the whole science of fishing diln’t begin and end in Yorkshire, 
I stuck to my single fly and thre2-yard gut cast, much finer and stronger than the 
hair he showed and recommended ; and the fish coming fairly on the rise, in the 
middle of the day I got 63 nice fish, no other rod getting more than a dozon in 
approved local fashion, 

As a rule, the pure and simple North-country fisherman can’t touch the Southerner 
for skill in fly-fishing, unless he has practised the “dry-fly ” art in its southern home, 
Probably far and away the best fishermen are to be found on the Tesi, lichen, and 
Avon; and Mr. Malloch, of Perth, told me once, ab the Fisheries Exhibition, that he 
had so profited by his visits to the Itchen, that he could easily hold his own, and 
more tog, on Scotch waters against all competitors with the fly. 

I cannot say what the Derbyshire or Yorkshire fishermen may do or think in the 
matter of eyed-hooks ; but Ido know that a very large majority of Challestream 
fishermen use nothing else. And to mention one incident only, while fishing the 
evening rise on the Test on August 6th last, between 8.15 p.m, and 9 p.m., I rose five 
fish only, and hooked them all: the first one was.a grayling, weight 21b. Goz., which 
I landed quickly ; the second was a trout, weight unknown, as he weeded and broke 
me in his first rush, carrying off the fly and a foot anda half of gut ; then came 
another trout, a beauty of 2lb, 6oz. ; then a grayling of 21b. 4oz, ; and lastly, as it was 
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getting too dark to see my fly, a trout which turned the scale subsequently at 
8lb. 1loz., the four fish weighing 10lb. lloz. The largest fish I was obliged to take 
down stream for more than 600 yards from where I hooked him, to the nearest 
shallow, as I could not see to land him before that. I was fishing with Holland’s 
cobweb drawn gut and aNo. 2 eyed-hook, and twice on this memorable journey 
he got hung up in the weeds. 

If reference be made to the Ficld of May 12, 1883, an account will be found 
of a capture inthe Nadder of a jack and grayling together (aggregate weight 61b.), 
and this I happen to known was on an eyed-hook, a No. 1 if I remember rightly; 
in this case the eyed-hook held well, and the same fly a quarter of an hour pre- 
viously had hooked and landed a trout 2lb. 1202, 

It may beargued by Mr. Eaton that these are the exceptions that prove the rule ; 
but I do not find that I lose more fish, or that other fishermen lose more, with 
eyed-hooks than with whipped ones, so that possibly with Mr, Eaton the wish is 
father to the thought, and he can neither tie a first-class fly on an eyed-hook as 
well as on a whipped one, nor use it as well when tied; besides which, as the 
whipped hooks crack off so much more easily than the eyed, of cours, it pays 
better to tie on whipped hooks ; and, lastly, it is not quite so easy to tie a good fly 
onan eyed as on a whipped hook. 

I should be very glad to give Mr. Eaton a few days’ fishing on South-country 
water ; although he must make up his mind to limit his take to six brace a day of 
sizeable fish (not under 1lb.) as we take thent here, even if they are “rising very 
freely and very sure,’ and he might perhaps fail occasionally to reach the limited 
number, and have to return whence he came out a sadder if not a wiser man. 

Let me add, in conclusion, that I have not the slightest idea who “ W. J. C.” 
may be, nor am I interested in the sale of eyed-hooks ; but only wish, as you say of 
“W,J.C.,” “to get the best article,’ and to relate my experience on the subject. If 
eyed-hooks will do for holding big fish, they will, « fortior/, hold the smaller ones, 
suchas seem more suited to Mr. Eaton’s capacity. Apologising for trespassing so 
long on your attention,—I am, &c., 

Aug. 28. WYKEHAMICUS, 

MR. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED-DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 

Srr,—I am glad to see by your issue of the 28th inst. that some fishermen have 
been more fortunate in their experiences of these hooks than myself. Of course, as 
Mr. Pennell observes in your footnote to my last letter, my experience simply is 
“that I have had one hook break”; but as this one hook was the only one which 
came in contact with a fish, it is rather long odds against it being the only bad one 
out of 10,000! Except for the one fault which you mention to-day—viz., “* that the 
knife is put too deep in the metal when the barb is made’’—I think the hooks are 
admirable, The shape of the bend, &c.,is perfect, and the eye all that could be 
desired, “But why is it that hooks are always made with so large a barb? Does it 
not stand to reason that the higher the barb the more difficult it is to drive the 
hook home, and the larger the hole made by the hook in penetrating? A pike, no 
doubt, may often shake out a hook, assisted by the weight of a heavy bait ; but Ido 
not believe that this happens with a salmon, except very rarely. Most salinon are 
lost by the hold breaking, and this would be rarer if the barb were smaller, as the 
large barb enlarges the hole made by the hook, and thus weakens the hold. I feel 
sure that if Mr. Pennell’s hooks were made with the barb smaller and nearer to the 
point they would be greatly improved, and naturally much stronger. 

With reference to “Orange Claret’s” objections to my designating my friend, 
Dan O’Fee, as the premier fly-tier of Ireland, I am speaking not only of my own 
experience, but of nearly every fisherman I know who has used his flies, and I can- 
not help thinking that if “Orange Claret” tried some of his flies he would agree 
with me. Ihave used flies from Rogans (six), Harrold (six), and Martin Kelly, but 


still adhere to my opinion, though I admit they all turn out excellent flies. Haines’ 
I have never tried, but [ have always heard them highiy spoken of, All the makers 
named employ tiers who may be, more or less, good; but O’Fee’s are all tied by him- 
self. A proof of the excellence of his workmanship is that he supplies flies for 
every river in Ireland, and many in England and Scotland, 

I would again differ from “Orange Claret” when he appears to state that a 
practical fly-tier should know less about the proper shape, &c., of a hook thana 
wholesale tackle manufacturer, who is probably never in direct communication with 
the fishermen who use his hooks, whereas the fly-tier would very soon hear from 
his clients if his hooks turned out badly, and, besides this, is constantly in the way 
of seeing fishermen, and talking over any new improvements in all their bearings, 
and is generally a practical fisherman himself.—I am, &3., 

GREEN WREN. 


t ANGLING AT GROVE FERRY ON STOUR. 

S1r,—In a previous number I answered one of your correspondents, to the best of 
my knowledge, about sea-fishing at Deal, and freshwater-fishing near Deal. I wrote 
favourably of Grove Ferry as it appeared to me some fifteen years or more ago ; but 
being told I was in error, I took the trouble to go there with two daughters, each 
provided with roach tackle; but we caught nothing but small cels, and, as your 
correspondent, “ A Resident,” writes, I believe there are millionsof them. I noticed 
one man bobbing for eels with a bunch of worsted and worms, and those I saw him 
catch were about the size of those we caught—not 12in. in length, and just the size 
used for eel pies. I have not the slightest desire to underrate the fishing at Grove 
Ferry. Why should I? I would rather it were better than I found it to be. 

The blow boat no doubt must drive the fish away, and when it is resting the 
bream, roach, &c., gather confidence and visit the Ferry again. I asked the Ferry- 
man, who, as a resident, ought to know, and his reply was, that there were no other 
fish than small eels to be caught. I asked the resident young ladies at the hotel— 
daughters of the proprietor, [ believe—what daughters and self had to pay for 
fishing? The answer was, that there was no charge for angling now, as the fishing 
was so bad; so I saved three shillings. This does not agree with the statements of 
your correspondent, “‘ A Resident.” Perhaps he means at Canterbury, where there is 
an angling association where anglers have to pay. A member of the Piscatorial Society 
(Mr. T. H., well known to you) has fished the Stour several times, and has 
occasionally caught some good roach nearer to Canterbury, and once a brace of 
trout in two days, and no other fish, and walked several miles to get them. The 
blow boat has settled his fancy for the Stour; it clears the river of mud and drives 
the fish away, and he is a fortunate angler who meets with their,whereabouts. As 
Tam a frequent resident at Deal, and if there is really good roach-fishing to be had 
at or near the Ferry, I shall be glad if your correspondent will inform your readers 
at what time of tide to come, and where to go. I will try again, and give the 
Grove Ferry the benefit of my experience, which I hope will be favourable for the 
anglers. We had high tea at the hotel, and were much pleased with the daughters’ 
attention to our wants. Grove Ferry and country around is well worth a visit.— 
Tam, &c., T. R. SAcus (the Piscatorial Society). 











FISHING ON WINDERMERE. 

S1r,—Would you be so kind as to state whether there is anything to pay for fish- 
ing on Windermere, and, if so, how much a day? And please also state whether 
Kennard’s spinner bait would do for fishing there? A reply in your next issue 
would much oblige.—I am, &ec., 

Farm Yard Inn, Bowling, Bradford, Yorks. W. ATKINSON. 

[The fishing is free. We do not know Kennard’s spinner—a’ any rate, by that 
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THE WRECK AT SHEPPERTON. 

Srr,—Will you kindly allow me to acknowledge the receipt of the sum of £5 15s. 
from T. Spreckley, Esq., who was kind enough to appeal to gentlemen on behalf of 
Frederick Purdue ; the wreck at Shepperton? I beg to return my sincere thanks to 
those gentlemen who so kindly responded, and also to Mr. Spreckley for his kindness, 
—I am, &e., FREDERICK PURDUE, 





FISH PARASITES. 

Srr,—Fishing the other day at Poole, in the Wharfe, I took two trout with 
minnow, in the same stream, in good condition, weighing 9oz. each. On their backs 
T found about a dozen parasites of various sizes. I inclose a large and a small one 
for your inspection. With a long experience of trout-fishing, I cannot remember 
having seen anything of the kind before.—I am, &c., 

Leeds. S. M. MILNE. 

[It is the common fish parasite, Argulus Soliaceus. We have very rarely seen them 
on trout, and neyer so large as one of the specimens sent, which is half an ineh in 
length.—ED. | 





“DREDGING FOR PRAWNS.” 

Srr,—In all bays around our coast where the bottom is composed of sand or weed, 
prawns and shrimps can be caught in great numbers. Amongst the pools on the 
rocks they can be taken with the ordinary spoon-shaped net at dead low water ; but 
dredging for them from a boat is a more wholesale way of taking them. 

The dredge or trawl is usually about 4ft. wide, but of course they can be made 
larger if wished. The one I used had an iron beam and an ash hoop spreader, which 
formed a D-shaped opening, the iron beam acting as the scraper on the bottom. The 
net was a fine mesh—fine enough to prevent sprawns or shrimps from getting 
through—and was of sufficient length in proportion to the width of the mouth. It 
was furnished with three bridles—one on each end of the scraper, and one in the 
middle of the D. These were attached together at the further end, forming a bight, 
to which is fastened the towing line, which should be about the size of a clothes 
line. The length should be guided by the depth of the water in which you fish. 

I generally allow the length of tow line to be equivalent to four times the depth 
of the water. You can either row or sail in a small boat, towing the trawler after 
you; orif you are ina boat too light for towing the net, you can drop it over the 
stern to the bottom, and pay out your bridles and tow line, at the same time pulling 
the boat away from the net ; when you have got to the extreme end of your tow 
line, throw over a grapnel or small anchor, which will secure the boat; then haul 
on your tow line gently and steadily until your trawl comes to the boat. This latter 
plan is very good if you are single-handed ; I find it so, especially when dredging 
with my naturalist’s dredge for crustacea and other specimens. 

Besides taking prawns and shrimps, it is no uncommon thing to catch flat fish, 
crabs, and lobsters—indeed, anything that is in the way of the trawl must be taken 
by it as it scrapes along the bottom. Any boat from 12ft, upwards will suit for the 
purpose.—I am, &c., 


Plymouth. WILLIAM HEARDER, 


FISHING IN CAPE COLONY. 

Srr,—I have fished in the undermentioned rivers in Cape Colony—viz., Orange, 
Buffalo, Vaal, Crocodile, Blood, and Elephant, and if the scant information that I 
can give on the subject required by “Severn” is of any use, I shall be glad. In one 
and all of the rivers I have mentioned, the best fish, I consider, in every way is 
called the “yellow” fish (I give the names as called out there, as I do not know 
their scientific ones), in shape like a salmon, perfectly yellow the under part, and 
something of the colour of the Thames trout (the Upper). I have caught them up to 
141b. with paste and worm; the former bait they will take readily at any time. I 
would suggest a good light salmon rod, stiffish tip, fine’ but good silk line, and a 
No. 4, 5, or 6 Limerick hook on single salmon gut, quite three yards in length 
—four would be better. They are rather shy, and require rather fine tackle, which 
affords capital sport, as they fight hard and die game. It is a most delicate fish, not 
unlike a salmon when cooked like one ; rich and fat when in condition. * 

The barbel run to a large size (or, at any rate, a fish just like one); but they are 
coarse, and the large ones full of worms. They give fair sport, for all that—heavy 
and stubborn. I found any coarse, heavy gear would do for them, and bait with 
worm. 

You also get a very handsome fish, called the silver fish, not unlike the dace. I 
fancy they don’t run large, never having captured one over 2lb. They also afford 
pretty sport with fine tackle, a light rod and fly; almost any fly will do. I used 
some flies for the streams in Devonshire, and found that they had little choice for 
one more than another. 

Eels run to a large size in abundance—more like congereels. Ihave caught them 
from 7lb. to 10lb., baiting with a frog, a small fish, a piece of raw meat—in fact, 
anything “ fresh.” 

When fishing in the above-mentioned rivers, look out for a large, heavy, and 
voracious fish (probably the cat-fish mentioned by you) ; they think very little of 
parting your gear. Ihave often, when fishing in the Colony, seen my line go slowly 
but steadily away, until, perhaps, it has nearly reached the opposite side of river, 
when I have struck, and found fast hooked a water tortoise (not bad eating, but 
smell most dreadfully of musk when alive) ; a nice job you have then to get out the 
hook, as he will keep his head inside his shell, I have not tried live bait-fishing, but 
should fancy it would answer, as I have often seen some monster on the feed, chasing 
the smaller fry. I may mention that I never used a float when fishing for yellow 
fish or barbel, allowing the bait to remain on the bottom — in fact, legering.—I 
am, c., 

Shillingford. ELBon Mts. 
y Berne plenty of gear out with you; it is not procurable anywhere near at 

and, 








ARGYLLSHIRE, 

S1R,—Would any of your subscribers kindly tell me, if I made Dunoon head- 
quarters for ten days or so, is there any trout-fishing convenient? Or, if I stopped 
at Rothesay (Bute), is there any good trout-fishing to be had on the island? I had 
some good sea-fishing here last year, but would much prefer loch or river, if to be 
had in this district.—I am, Xc., 

Dublin, 1B), Djesa\ 





SKULL-DRAGGING ON THE WITHAM. 

S1r,—Public notice ought to be called to the Witham and Fen Drains. Lately 
various accounts have been current of gentlemen in Boston and district catching a 
large number of small pike by illegal fishing, called skull-dragging—that is, trail- 
ing a line froma boat. A “would-be” fisherman in Boston caught several large 
ones last week by the above illegal method. Our “friend” never gave a farthing 
to an association in his life, and boasted of the quantity of fish he killed at Newark. 
—Iam, &c., GoLD WATCH, 





FISHING AT DEAL. 

Str,—Some friends of mine are now at Deal, and have caught, with rod and line, 
large quantities of pouting, whitings, flounders, dog-fish, and a few codlings, which 
latter are coming in; they will soon be followed by silver whitings, pollack, shad, 
and an occasional lobster, which latter, of large size, are occasionally caught on 
hand-lines, There are usually about thirty anglers—ladies and gentlemen, boys 
and girls—angling with all kinds of tackle, anditis surprising to see what luck some 
have with very coarse tackle, mostly cod or conger, The higher class of fish are 
more discriminating, and gut tackle produces the most fish. Baits are sold on the 
pier. Raw cockles are best for whitings, and the cleanest bait to handle ; boys sell 
them in the town ata penny a quart. Codlings prefer lug worms; but they are a 
peculiar, nasty worm to handle. Probatwm est. 

The charge on and off the pier all day is threepence. The charge for angling, 
threepence each extra, These charges keep the pier select, and, as it is a private 





enterprise, I wish the proprietors more successful results than hitherto. I will 
only add that the piermaster, toll collector, and other officers are most efficient in 
the duties they have to perform, and treat the visitors with the greatest respect 
and politeness it is possible to observe,—I am, Xc., 

T, R. SAcus (the Piscatorial Society). 





Our Own Country (Cassell and Co.) continues the illustrated description of 
Queenstown, and gives an historical sketch of the famous city of Cork, subjoining 
which article are views of Shandon-on-the-Lee, St. Finbar’s Cathedral, The Queen’s 
College, “ On the Lee,” and Blarney Castle. It next treats in an interesting manner 
of Hatfield House, showing a small plan of the estate and views of the mansion as it 
stood in former times, and also its latest architectural features, with interiors and 
sketches of the surroundings, all which go to make an agreeable number, 
© Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition. Terms according to requirements. Highest references given 
and required. Address, MRS. MARCUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks. Reference kindly 
permitted to Wditor of the FISHING GAZETTE. 
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Spevial Money Prize for Salmon and Trout Reels. Also, set 
Diplomas of Honour. 


TILE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH FISHING 
REELS. 


) Biew. fom P. D. MALLOCH, 
re eas 209, High Street, Perth. 


London Wholesale Agent, all kinds of Reels and Gaffs, H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET. 


ARE YOU LOOKING 


For a small NOVELTY which shall be both economical and useful ? 
Tf so, inquire for DANGERFIELD'S PATENT SELF-LIGHTING MATCH 
CASE, a most ingenious little arlicle, which entirely does away with that 
indiscriminate striking of Matches on Walls, Furniture, &c, and at the 
same time gives great satisfaction to the possessor. Everyone who sees it 
is delighted and most anxious to use ii. The Case is made of Nickel Silver, 
peautifully finished, with Cigar Cutter, 2s. each ; also a cheaper form in Tis, 
without Cutter, ls. each. Sold everywhere, or Post Free direct from the 
Sole Wholesale Agents for Great Britain and Treland, 

F. G. BRANDON & CO., 16, Red Lion Square, London 


TO ANGLERS. 


GENTLES (of good quality), KILLING BAITS (for all kinds of fish), 
Price 1g, per Pint. Free, on receipt of Seamps or Postal Order, of 


C, BRADLY, 62, JACOB STREET, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE, 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEASIDE. 


An IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the~Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE.—Excursion Tickets are issued daily by any train from Liver- 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, &c. Fares, 3s., ls. 9d., 1s, 6d. 

For full particulars see Bills, 

London, September, 1886. 





WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


tObBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE, 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom, 


EXOT ELS. 


IMPORTANT TO TOURISTS, ANGLERS, &c., 


VISITING THE 


WEST OF IRELAND. 


The Proprietor of the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA, has much pleasure in announcing 
that he has just now OPENED the 


LOUGH CONN HOTEL 


in connection with the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA. 


The Lough Conn Hotel is the Beautiful Mansion, Gortnor Abbey House, and is picturesquely 
situated in a handsome park of considerable extent, and within two minutes’ walk of the shore of the 
Lough, which is one of the best in Ireland for Salmon and Trout Fishing. 

All Guests visiting this Hotel have the privilege of FREE SALMON and TROUT FISHING. 

The Hotel is situated within one mile of Crossmolina, a postal telegraph station, and six miles of 
Ballina, a terminal station on the Midland Great Western Railway. 

Postal commands delivered at the Hotel daily at 8am. 

The great advantage the Lough Conn Hotel possesses will be obvious to Tourists and other visitors, 
who can proc2ed there direct from the Moy Hotel. 

BOATS and VEHICLES in connection with Hotel for the accommodation of visitors ALWAYS 
IN READINESS. 
All applications, as to terms, &c., addressed to the Proprietor, 


MOY HOTEL, BALLINA, 


will receive prompt attention. 
Moy Hotel, Ballina, 22nd July, 1886. 


HORNSEA MERE HOTEL, 
EAST YORKSHIRE. 


' This Hotel, under the management of Miss DoRMER (late of the Royal Hotel, 
Scarborough), is one of the most comfortable on the East Coast, commanding an 
almost uninterrupted view of the German Ocean, with private walk direct to the 
Mere, the magnificent Lake so far-famed for its Pike, Perch, and Roach Fishing, 


Boating, ko: FIRST-CLASS RESTAURANT. 
LAWN AND WINTER TENNIS COURTS, BILLIARDS, &c., &. 


Terms for the Hotel, Boating, Fishing, &c., on application to the 
Manageress. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THU FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, oS 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


‘The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co, 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 





For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s, 6d. 
» Six Months cn F ts LA ce Cre ° 5 4 
», Three Months ,, = Pe “A Pe essences aes 28 

To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE, 
188, Fleet-street, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


The 


Fishing Gazette. 
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THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 


By EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE. 


“Tt fortun’d then a solemn feast was there, 
To all the sea-gods and their fruitful eede, 
In honour of the spousalls which then were 
Betwixt the Medway and the Thames agreed, 
Long had the Zhames (as we in records read) 
Before that day her wooed to his bed ; 
But the proud nymph would for no wordly meed, 
Nor for entreatie to his love be led: 
- *Till now, at last relenting, she to him was wed.” 
—FAIRIE Q., Canto 2, Book IV. 


“For umbrageous nooks, for sylvan scenery, for leafy shades, and 
for prolific swims,” said an old and rugose angling friend of ours, 
whose vocabulary betrayed his literary taste, “give me any day 
‘Mother Medway ’ before ‘ Father Thames.’ ” 

In the rapture of his enthusiasm, our poetical friend may have been lured 
into an exaggeration, whither we will not follow him; but we may venture 
soberly to say that those who delight in true English landscape and charming 
colour-tints (as what angler does not ?), will not be disappointed if they accom- 
pany us on our projected journey between the banks of the river which spreads 
abundant fertility around the valleys through which it flows ; the river than 
which many a London angler—aye, and many a fisher from the North—will agree 
that there are few more beautiful in the late summer; the river that is 
maternally designated above. 

The Medway is not so well known as it should be by the vast horde of 

iscators ; and it is with a view of imparting some useful information, of direct- 
ing attention to the many quiet pools and weedy depths, where capital sport 
may be had by the ordinarily talented angler, that these articles are penned. 
Those who combine other tastes with that of rod-handling will find a deal to 
interest them on this historic old river. 

To the travellers by the steamboats which pass along the Essex coast the 
Medway is familiar only by their remembrance of having skirted its embouchure 
past Southend, Sheerness, and the Nore Lightship. To the patrons of these 
steamers the Medway presents a wide and uninviting expanse of occasionally 
turbulent waters, studded with battered old hulks, and bristling with frowning 
forts containing heavy cannon. Those who are “in the know” are aware that 
beyond that unromantic and dispiriting space, where the river narrows down to 
more reasonable limits, where the banks begin to rise and the woods begin to 
gather, there are many charming spots and prolific corners where the true 
fisherman may follow his enchanting pursuit with a gladful heart and every 
hope of success. 

As we propose a fisherman's holiday, let us make it as pleasant and as useful 
(perhaps the terms should be reversed) as possible ; and let us begin, therefore, 
by acquiring some little knowledge of the river upon whose bosom we are about 
to embark. We will not be prosy ; we will be practical, but not ‘‘ dry.” 

Before, however, entering into a detailed account of the beauties and pisca- 
torial attractions of the grand old river, with every portion of which we are 
familiar, and could almost pursue its various meanderings in a blindfold condi- 
tion, let us impress upon our readers two very important points. 

First : We would like to draw attention to the judicious advisability of main- 
taining friendly relationships with the riparian owners of the land on both sides 
of the river. These gentlemen are, in our experience, as a rule, actuated by 
chivalrous feeling, and when approached in a respectful manner never fail to 
grant the modest request made by the genial and courteous angler. We need 
scarcely say that the pleasures of a day’s angling are always greatly enhanced 
when “ piscator ” is conscious that he is in perfect amity with the owners of the 
land on whose banks he is seeking the delights so dear to his heart ; the old idea 
that a man sitting under his own vine and fig-tree can never be made afraid is, 
allow us to say, especially pertinent to this our first practical hint. 

The other point we wish especially to bring before the notice of the angler is 
the immense importance of using as fine tackle as he can safely handle when in 
quest of the various fish in this river. Although you may, of course, at times 
encounter the proverbial rustic with his “ hop-pole” and “‘clothes-line,” doing a 
rare good business, and “chucking” the fish in rapid succession behind him, 
nevertheless the careful and patient angler, fishing fine, will in the end show by 
far a better record, and can always depend upon getting some fish. 

Next week we shall enter more practically into our subject, and give some 
useful information respecting a few favourite fishing haunts on this well-stocked 
river ; meanwhile, we feel sure our brother anglers and lenient Editor will grant 
us a little space to enlarge upon a few of the most important parts of the river 
that do not specially concern the angler, but which we believe will prove in- 
teresting to him. 

The Medway, originally denominated Vaga by the Ancient Britons, from 
the Saxons received the additional syllable of Med, signifying Mid, or Middle, 
to denote its course through the centre of the kingdom of Kent, and hence its 
compound appellation Med-vaga, or Medwage, which is now modernised into 

edway. 

OF ‘the several rivers,” says Samuel Ireland, “ which lend their aid in fertilis- 
ing this celebrated county, the Medway is deservedly in the first rank ' 
though in extent and consequence inferior to the Thames .. . . In 
point of romantic scenery it justly claims a pre-eminence. . . . . The 
beautiful meandering of its course affords that perpetual diversity of objects 
which cannot fail to attract and yield gratification to the admirers of rural 
scenery.” 

Sailing along the Medway from the point where it touches the waters of the 
Thames, you pass on the left Sheerness with its dockyard (vainly endeavouring 
to rival the more stupendous establishment at Chatham). The site 
on which this fort was built, in the reign of Charles I., was only 
a swamp. It was afterwards drained and made capable of receiving a 
small fort of 12 guns. Since then our readers know to what a large defensive 
station it has grown. On the right we have the primitive pier of Port Victoria. 
The land all around has a desolate aspect, and vegetation is scant and unhealthy. 
Higher up the river you come to the two round forts against which the waters 
hurl themselves with unceasing plash, and upon one of which you may see a 
solitary artilleryman, who waves a kindly greeting as you pass. Then comes 
the vast arid space upon which the pale and weary convicts spend their enforced 
labour, watched by the sturdy warders, gun in hand, who are stationed in elevated 
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sentry boxes. Many a felon has made a desperate rush for the rolling waters, 
only to be brought back by the watchful guardians, or to become the mark for a 
rifle bullet as he battles with the waves in a vain attempt to reach the other 
shore. We believe there are very few instances on record of conyicts escaping 
by means of the Medway. ; a 

Here, also, is Queenborough, a town that bears no traces of its original form. 
Let us hope the remark we have just made is correct in every way, for an old 
poet of this town, long dead, once said— 


“ Our life is nothing but a winter's day. 
Some only break their fast, and go away ; 
Others stay dinner, and depart full fed ; 
The deepest age but sups and goes to bed, 
He’s most in debt that lingers out the day. 
Who dies by times, has less and less to pay ! ” 


(To be continued.) 








FISHING NOTES FROM SALTASH, CORNWALL. 


HERE, as elsewhere, the fisher by river and on sea has met, go 
far, with but little success this year. The why or wherefore 
is difficult to understand, other than that the fish are becoming 
cunning, and will not be enticed from tbeir homes, either by 
flies or baits. Very likely the law of heredity could tell us 
something about it. Taking one year with another, I know of 
few places more convenient to make a resting-place for the followers of dear 
Old Izaak than Saltash, whether they be fresh or salt-water anglers. 
Lodgings are numerous, and the prices are moderate, and information respecting 
them can always be had from the postmaster. It is only four miles from 
Plymouth, to which access can be had from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. by steamer every 
hour, and there is a train that runs several times a day. The evenings can be 
wiled away at the Star Billiard Room, which contains a remarkably good table, 
and some very fair playing may be had on it. The lodgings have all good 
views, either up the river Tamar, with the wilds of Dartmoor in the background, 
which is always pretty no matter how the elements are behaving ; or, on the south 
side, the eye is pleased with the living picture of the Hamoaze, on the surface of 
whose waters are studded old war hulks, and which is constantly being disturbed 
by the numerous steam and torpedo launches belonging to them. “ Enough of the 
place,” you are saying, perhaps, although a great deal more of interest might be 
written about the old borough town. 

The nearest river, and most accessible is the Tavy, which by road is about 
six miles distant, and five by boat. I generally commence fishing at Marystow 
Quay, which is just below the residence of Sir Massey Lopes. From this spot 
to Denham Bridge the river is preserved, and permission must be obtained from 
Lord Mount Edgeumbe, who is always most liberal with his carte de permit. The 
fly is the only allowable bait, and in the early spring, or when the autumn rains 
swell its pool, splendid sport may be had with the peel, which often weigh 
11lb., the greater number averaging 2lb. There are also plenty of salmon, but 
theyare seldom caught. The trout are small, but very numerous, and on a good 
day one always may rely on catching from three to six dozen, varying in size 
from 4oz. to 1lb. The rest of the river above Denham Bridge is under the 
jurisdiction of the Conseryators, as well as all the other rivers that empty them- 
selves into the Sound. Tickets may be purchased for 1s. for the day, or £1, 
including salmon license, for the year. The river Tayy runs through Tavistock 
from its source on the Dartmoor. About two miles above Denham Bridge, a 
stream called the Walkham runs into it, and the pools and stickles, of which there 
are many, contain very nice trout, some weighing as much as 7Ib. having been taken 
from them. The angler is deserving of all he catches, for its banks are very 
oyergrown. The next most accessible river from Saltash is the Inney, which 
is my ideal of what a trout stream should be. That is, it is not too broad, fairly 
clear of trees on one side or the other, very tortuous in its course, and con- 
stantly varying in character—from the dark and silent pool whose surface is 
unrippled, and the tumbling and rushing stickle characteristics of the shiny 
beauties which may be enticed from its depths. This stream is literally full of 
fish running to a fair size. The greater portion is preserved by the Conservators, 
and the rest may be fished by permission from the proprietors. 

There are several small streams running into the Nottar, within easy walk 
of Saltash, and they afford capital sport in the summer months with the grass- 
hopper or natural fly as a bait. These are the best streams that are nearest 
Saltash ; but of course the Erme, Avon, Teign, Tamar, Plym, Dart, Fowey, 
and Camel are all within easy access to the wanderer to whom time is no object. 
During the summer months it is great fun to fish from a boat moored above the 
piers of the Albert Bridge, for the “ rock-whiting” will keep you pretty lively. 
Then, again, the early morning may be enjoyed by towing aspinning bait behinda 
small boat, your reward, as a rule, being from four to six dozen bass, averaging 
6oz.,.and occasionally a whopper may be caught. If my piscatory friend is 
troubled with restless nights, let him hire a boat and go conger-fishing, for the 
bed of the river close to Saltash is a favourite prowling ground for these snake- 
like but very toothsome fish. If you are fond of mackerel or deep-sea fishing, 
plenty of it may be had in the Sound and neighbourhood, Are you tired of 
wielding the rod and waiting anxiously for a nibble at your deep-sea line ? 
Then supply yourself with tobacco and whisky enough for two, make friends 
with one of the fishermen, and get him to take you with him when he goes out 
with his stop-net. Of course, this is not sport, but pure business ; nevertheless, 
it,48 amusing and passes the time away, which is made the more pleasant if your 
companion is of a garrulous nature and can spin a yarn or two. 

Saltash, August 26th. H. Boyitp RUNNALLS. 
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PROSECUTION BY THE BRADFORD WALTONIAN ANGLING CLuB.—At the Skipton 
(Yorkshire) petty Sessions, on Saturday, William Driver and John Tillotson, of Silsden, 
were fined 5s, and costs for illegally fishing in one of the tributaries of the Silsden 
reservoir, which is preserved by the Waltonians, The defendants were found on the 
10th of August wading up the beck, which was very low, in search of trout—a 
common custom amongst the village loafers. They pleaded guilty, and were fined 
in the sum stated. During the last five years the Waltonians have exp ended (under 
the supervision of their energetic secretary, Mr. Hall Ward) about £120 in their 
efforts to preserve the Silsden water, and it is hoped this prosecution will have a 
salutary effect on the poaching gang. 

“GEORGE JAmus EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season, No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not, Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 


dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; D ies, 23, per Dozen, 
Mrders punctually attended to.—(ADyt,) :  alhest hedaiioe 


A GLANCE AT THE OLD POOL, AND ANGLING FOR 
TENCH IN STILL WATERS. 

THE old pool. Although it is twenty long years since I sat upon its 
banks, the old pool is just the same as ever. There still stands that 
remarkable patch of bulrushes opposite the favourite swim, with the 
water-rats popping in and out of their runs on its black and peaty 
sides. How gracefully the rushes bow their tufted heads, dip in the 
pool, or sway to and fro to the breeze, 

This is the water in which, nearly forty years ago, I caught my first tench. 
Forty years! Just consider for a moment the remarkable changes that have 
taken place in that space of time. No matter; the old pool and its surroundings 
remain just the same as ever. The reeds softly whisper, and the sword-like 
water-flags rustle in the cool, fresh, crisp morning air as of old. Crows hoarsely 
caw and call from the topmost branches of the dead and weird ash standing at 
the entrance of the field, forcibly reminding one of Bryant's words where 
he says :— 

z “And from the wood-top calls the crow, 
Through all the gloomy day.” 


By exercising a little caution a solitary heron may be plainly seen at the further- 
most end of the pool, standing on one leg silent as a statue, intently eyeing the 
water, patiently watching for the approach of its unsuspecting prey ; innumerable 
swallows dip in and skim along its surface, performing the most wonderful 
evolutions—now curving, circling, suddenly dropping witha grand swoop, now 
lightly rising or darting and sweeping along. 

Magnificent white and yellow water-lilies ride in majestic splendour on the 
bosom of the lake, and bedeck its deep and dark waters. 

Wagtails may be seen running about the legs and under the bodies of the 
cattle, the said cattle quietly standing chewing the cud near the oozy marge, or 
whisking off the flies with their tails ; you can see the birds running about like 
so many mice, in and out and round about, feeding on the flies. Ah! what was 
that? Upon my word, I thought I saw the float quiver ; no, it was merely the 
the wind. 

If you sit remarkably still you may be rewarded by seeing a kingfisher perch 
upon your rod, I have witnessed the circumstance on several occasions ; or 
perhaps you will see him shoot past you like an arrow, and for a moment display 
colours of the most dazzling beauty. 

Here a tench comes up to the surface, shows his dusky fin, and, instantly dis- 
appearing, makes the water boil again. : 

Dragon Flies, some of which are of an enormous size, with wings of the most 
delicate texture, swoop and dart here and there, suddenly stopping in their zig- 
zag course as if shot, hover over the water in a remarkable manner, or settle on 
a flag, or even on your quill. Rather a dangerous experiment, by the way, my 
gauzy, gay, and elongated friend ! 

Huge masses of fleecy clouds, piled up like mountains of driven snow, slowly 
sail across the sky, and are faithfully reflected on the bosom of the lake. And 
in the words of Parnell :— 


“So when a smooth expanse receives imprest, 
Calm Nature’s image on its watery breast, 
Down bend the banks, the trees depending grow, 
And skies beneath with answering colours glow.” 


Hulloa, there! Yes, a touch at last ; by Jove! No!—yes! No;I expect it 
was merely the fin of a passing bream or perch just grazing the line. 

The peculiar cry of a moor-hen, the scream of a heron overhead, or the call 
of a partridge in the distance may sometimes be heard; and just as you are 
putting your second rod together, all at once the float rises perpendicularly, 
similar to a gnome coming out of a trap-door in a pantomime ; you drop a reel 
like a red-hot cinder, rush to the rod like one possessed, for there is a bite at 
last. Now the float falls sideways, like an inebriate ; you carefully raise the rod 
from the forked stick, and prepare to strike ; now he is off, for the tell-tale glides 
gently over the surface and partly descends. How serenely it sails along, cutting 
through the water like a thing of life. “ Whish!” Ah! TI have him ; no mistake 
this time. The rod bends to a good fish, and in spite of his first grand rush, his 
terrific “‘ boring ” down for the weeds, and all his brave tugs and plunges, at last 
the dusky-finned, golden olive beauty lies gaping and gasping on the bank—a 4- 
pounder if an ounce. And so the sport continues: now a grand carp bream, 
after a quick, sharp rush or two, comes rolling up to the surface with a dead, 
heavy pull, and is soon brought carefully along on its broad side to the net shor 
a golden rudd or a bright-eyed perch rewards our patience. 

As time goes on the homely buzz of the bluebottle and the pleasing hum of 
innumerable insects are no longer heard, the wind goes down, and the pool is 
like a sheet of glass, the float standing out in bold relief like a beacon on the still 
surface of the lake, for not a ripple frets its placid waters dimly gleaming‘in the 
silent lonely vale, peaceful as a sleeping child. By-and-by swallows congregate 
in immense numbers over the pool in the calm serene air, whilst the sun goes 
down like a globe of fire in a sky of crimson and gold. And in the words of that 
sweet poet, Warton :— 

‘Meantime, a thousand dyes invest 
The ruby chambers of the West, 
That all aslant the village tower, 
A mild reflected radiance pour. 
While, with the level-streaming rays, 
Far seen its arched windows blaze ; 
And the tall grove’s green top is dight, 
In russet tints and gleams of light: 
So that the gay scene by degrees 
Bathes my blithe heart in ecstasies ; 
And Fancy to my ravished sight, 
Portrays her kindred visions bright, 
At length the parting light subdues 
My soften’d soul to calmer views ; 
And fainter shapes of pensive joy, 
As twilight dawns, my mind employ, 
Till from the path I fondly stray,” &e, 


The shadows deepen, and in the words of another sweet poet (Collins) :— 


“Now air is hushed, save where the weak-eyed bat, 
With short, shrill shriek flits by on leathern wing; 
Or where the beetle winds 
His small but sullen horn,” &e, 


You do not care about it! Then, you miserable man, what in the name of 
fortune, may I ask, do you care about ? 
(To be continued. ) 
i a a ere ere ee 
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Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition, Terms acc ording to requirements. Highest references given 


and required. Address, MRS. MARCUS H. LEWIS Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks, Ref ce kind] 
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, AN ANGLER’S DREAM. Each fish he catches daily larger grows, 
. ‘ é< ey, And those that always ‘ break’ him (Heaven but knows) 
> (The Shade of “ Old Izaak.”) I grieve, indeed, the unwholesome truth to state 
By “STREAMS 0’ THE NORTH.” He is sadly given to—well, exaggerate. 
i ; ; : Seldom his mind is filled with thoughts divine, 
WILD is the night ; without the snow lies deep, Fou should hw lost x: fiahvodshreals a line! 
And biting winds across the wild moors sweep. Or get ‘hung up "—ah, me ! instead of prayers, 
ly I sit me down beside the ruddy blaze, He sits him down upon the brink and swears. 
Soothed by my pipe. I muse of bygone days, Nor can his vexed spirit calmly rest 
Sigh for a sunbeam, and spring’s genial rain, — Till pipe and bottle soothe his ruffled breast. 
And welcome hours by favourite streams again, There is one Marston—a right jovial sort, 
Till softest slumber fancy turns to dreams Who is skilled well, and loveth much the sport ; 
Of trout and salmon leaping in the streams. His goodly paper well doth play its part 
‘Tis now on Shannon’s banks, in Erin's Isle, To spread the love and knowledge of the art. 
Or in Killarney fair the hours beguile, Major Traherne hath all the feathered race 
With rod in hand, adown the noble Tweed Lending their wings his glorious flies to grace. 
Or rapid Tay, the mimic fly I lead. There’s Cholmondeley-Pennell, too, of world-wide fame, 
By Coquet’s lovely stream—queen of my heart— Hath deadly tackle, curious as his name ;* 
I wander on and ply my angling art, In that dread name if patents more appear, 
Where silver Dove winds down her dales of fame, Tis said the fish in Thames will die of fear. 
Whose beauty is as gentle as her name. F That Jardine mayn’t live long’s the wish of pike. 
By well-known haunts I see swift monsters glide, Kelson’s a name that salmon do not like. 
And drag them, gasping, from the crystal tide. ‘Redspinner’ famous, deadly as the fly, 
By many a rolling stream, in many a clime, A ‘Senior’ in the art none can deny ; 
Pursue with ardour still my sport sublime. His name in angler’s breasts will e’er abide 
Swift as each vision swept before my view, In pleasant ‘ Sketches by the Waterside.’ 
Each moving scene brought victories anew ; Halford hath cunning hand in ‘ watery toils’ ; 
Until at last my eager footsteps stray His floating flies oft swell the angler’s spoils. 
Where Father Thames rolls on his kingly way, Tis said a ‘ Badger’s’ very hard to draw ; 
And fancy, musing on his ceaseless flow, His ‘ninety drawings’ stultify that law. 
Transports me back two centuries ago. Wells from the land of wells and mighty things, 
I wander on, the hours did pleasant seem, Great as the land in knowledge whence he springs ; 
Where ancient Lea winds to the parent stream, His varied mind o’erflows with angling lore, 
And to the “'Thatched House” at Hoddesdon Wrinkles in rods and flies an endless store. 
I swift repair, and there I sit me down The ‘Silver Doctor,’ doctor-like, ean trace 
Within those walls where angler’s song and tale The ‘ haunts and habits’ of the finny race ; 
i Beguiled “ye merrie nights with nut-brown ale.” So deep his knowledge, it would almost seem 
Upon the oaken bench an old man sat, He'd lived with trout and grayling ‘neath the stream. 
Clad in strange ancient garb and slouched hat ; The ‘ Amateur’ we love—his charming tales 
: So strange and ancient was this man to see, Recall. sweet memories of Dove's fair dales, 
1 My mind was filled with curiosity. Of all the angling tribe I ever knew. 
; * Pardon,” good sir, “but may I ask your name ?” He tells the naked truth, and prints it, too ! 
“ Walton,” said he ; “perhaps you know the same ?” With hearty candour truthfully he'll say, 
“ Walton!” I cried, in mingled joy and fear, ‘ He never caught a fish throughout the day.’+ 
“* How the devil, Walton, came you here re Such purity of soul, I have no doubt, 
The old man sighed, and faintly gave a smile— Makes up for lots of bad I hear about. 
“ Pve just come from below a little while. That ‘ Amateur’s’ no amateur, we all know well ; 
I’ve wearied oft, and longed to see once more He knows a ‘ thing or two,’ though slow to tell. 
The much-loved angling haunts of days of yore. Francis Francis, too, whose powers renowned 
I’m rather sad, because I find to-day Will e’er remain long as a reel runs round ; 
The old-loved angling spots have passed away ! : The angling world doth consecrate this wish— 
Where are the banks where wantonly I’ve strayed ? Long may the veteran live to write and fish ! 
Where the fair bowers beneath whose leafy shade Our noble art can boast the rich and great : 
I once did rest, or by the margin stand, John Bright can wield the rod or guide the State ; 
And cheat the wary fish with cunning hand ? There is Lord Churchill, too, amongst the grand, 
It seems but yesterday since I have stood Who loves on Norway streams to try his hand— 
And conversed with the Muse by Thames’ clear flood ; At angling keen, in politics no fool, 
Discoursed with Cotton on our much-loved themes, 


2 é : Though fishing now an Irish stream—Home Rule ! 
Catching the music of the flowing streams. "Tis deep and strong. They say before he’s done 
But this is now the past, and to my ear He'll wish he really never had begun. 

Strange are the tales brought from this upper sphere. The same old fly he has, dressed from a goose, 
Rivers that once flowed clear through flowery dells ‘Coercion’ called, on Irish streams no use ; 
Are now distinguished for their ‘ sewer smells.’ Tho’ wading deep, I hope it won’t be found 
They tell me now you scarce can cast a fly He'll ‘ top his waders’ or get nearly drowned: 
Save ‘neath a jealous bailiff’s watchful eye ; Folks say it’s best if he would drop that fly ; 
That notice boards by every stream are found, The ‘ gentle’ is a certain bait to try. 

Warning the angler this is hallowed ground ! Walbran, whose writings purest pleasures yield, 
If in this stream you dare to cast a line, Hath looked abroad in Nature’s varied field. 
’Tis fourteen days or certain £2 fine. His ‘ British flies’ display a science rare, 

The cheap and humble joys I once did praise A wondrous kingdom shows in land and air. 
Are cheap no longer in these modern days. Wheeldon, of Bell's Life, we'll always own, 
The poor man’s sport has now become so dear, With all respect, where’er the line is thrown ; 
He often leaves the rod and turns to beer. The Avon roach know well that deftly hand, 

A day’s sport now, if all is true that’s told, And many a gallant barbel drawn to land. 

In fishy ounces oft hath cost in gold! Francis, M.A., a master of both arts, 

Now, mighty lords, ‘Gods of Creation ’ they, Seems with his pen to angle in our hearts ; 

O’er glorious rivers hold despotic sway. His polished diction, stream-like, flows as pure, 
If, for ‘ permission’ craving, you should write, The dullest soul to angling would allure ; 

‘My lord and friends,’ your answer, luckless wight ! And if to Ireland you an angling go, 

The rich, you see, have always friends at Court— Bedad ! ‘ Hi Regan’ is the bhoy to know. 

The poor man stays at home and dreams of sport. Scotia, whose angling sons are men of worth, 
Still, I rejoice that anglers do abound, Can boast a Murdoch in her breezy north, 

That fishing clubs o’er all the land are found ; Pritt, Tod, the ‘ Cotswold Isys ’—men of skill— 
The spirit of the past doth still abide, Can snare the finny race most when they will. 
Flowing its course as ceaseless as the tide. 


* * * * 
In spite of boards, restrictions, bailiffs, laws, Yet, spite of all their patent baits and flies, 
Our brethren number thousands in the cause.” The wary trout will oft refuse to rise. 

* x * * The tempting bait, on line like maiden’s hair, 

; : Won’t rouse the cunning carp from out his lair. 
The old man’s voice now husky seemed to get ; Suspecting modern lures, the cautious bream 
I, angler-like, suggested something “‘ wet.” . Prefers the honest pastures of the stream. 
“Thanks, kindly friend,” said he ; “Ihave a mind The grayling often laughs all arts to scorn, 

To try some liquor of a modern kind. And leaves the angler on the bank forlorn. 

Ll try some ‘ Irish,’ and, if it please you, hot, The royal salmon, too, becoming sage, 

For things I’m told are warm in that green spot. Hath caught somewhat the ’cuteness of the age. 
In days of yore ‘twas barley wine and ale * * * y 

That moved the ‘merrie song and angling tale.’ But hours speed on apace, and I must go 

Alas ! alas! I grieve I cannot praise To meet Frank Buckland and the lot below. 
The modern angler and his modern ways. Let’s drink a bumper ere I say adieu— 

The angler of the past was modest, mild, : I scarce should say farewell, my friend, to you. 
Calm in his spirit, peaceful as a child ; The angler’s millenium will soon be here, 

Bore in his bosom oft a holy book, We'll meet and fish then in a better sphere. 
And prayers oft said, when by the babbling brook ; The streams will always then in order be, 
Truth in his heart and lips were ever found, And, as of old, all fishing will be free. 

While godly quiet did his soul surround. 


The modern angler, strangely, cannot tell 


* Pronounced Chumley-Pennell. 
The difference ’tween six inches and an ell. 


Tt Vide FisHinge GazeTrez, “A Week ata Farmhouse,” 
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Then shall the fish be ever on the feed, 
No mundane spirits shall the angler need, 
No notice board shall warn us from the ground, 
For bailiffs as ‘ water-ouzels’ shall be found, 
No sewers then shall taint the crystal flow, 
No rods shall break, or anglers ever know 
Cause for strong epithets, nor ever feel 
The heavy sorrow of an empty creel ; 
Never to get ‘hung up’ or lose a line, 
The sport will then indeed be sport divine. 
The ‘ old smolt question’ then we'll all agree ; 
The eyed-hook shall all its weakness see.” 
Great Heavens! what’s that? I hear a dreadful din. 
Izaak dissolves ! the walls seem falling in! 
I'm going too, and paralysed with fear, 
When lo! a voice (my wife’s) falls on my ear. 
“ Why, John, you stupid man, I do declare 
You've been asleep and fallen from your chair, 
Broken your pipe, and let the fire go out ; 
Whatever have you been, my dear, dreaming about ? 
If from this fishing you will not refrain, 
You'll get both fish and water on the brain.” 
The truth now on my vision thus flashed forth— 
A “ fresh” must have come down 
STREAMS 0’ THE Norru. 





NOTES. 


Mr. Pavt, editor of Fish Culture, writes :—“ DEAR Srr,—My attention has 
been drawn to your kind advice in FisHinc Gazerre, August 28, about 
setting aside a portion of my proposed fish farm for angling purposes, which 
was already under consideration, and which will be done, to suit the most san- 
guinary expectation of any angler. With regard to your other remark about 
fish-culture, I beg to state that trout, salmon, and eels will first only be cul- 
tivated, and that we intend to establish a separate branch for smoking, pickling, 
rollading, &c., of eels, and for which I have in view a contract which alone will 
secure a very substantial benefit. As your remarks may lead your readers astray, 
kindly give this explanation in your valuable journal, and oblige, yours truly, 
TEA AW Ley up EE! 
* * * * * 

A correspondent on the Aberdeenshire Dee writes :—‘‘I am afraid we are to 
have a very poor ‘back-end’ fishing. There is little sign of fish on the coast, 
and the rivers are dead low. Another ten days will decide. Anglers are in 
uneasy suspense meanwhile.” 

* * * * * 

Another correspondent, who is fishing on the Spey, writes :—‘‘ Grouse shoot- 
ing has been fair for us. The partridges are very numerous ; but we can do 
nothing with them till the corn has been cut, which it will hardly be for a 
month. Spey is too low to do any good at present. We have excellent accounts 
of there being great numbers of large fish about the mouth of the river in readi- 
ness to come up, and a little rain would give us grand sport; but it often 
threatens, yet will not come. This morning I thought it really was coming, for 
the glass fell, and heavy clouds came up ; but we only had a slight shower, and 
now it has cleaved off and is fine again. JI have mastered the Spey cast—that is 
to say, I understand the’theory fully, and can do it fairly well ; but I have not 
yet got the ready facility which can only come of lengthened experience. But 
{ do not—nor does anyone here—understand the difference between the ‘switch’ 
and the Spey cast, which, in-my opinion, is only one of the new-fangled notions. 
Every angler here calls the Spey cast ‘switching,’ and knows no other name for 
it. I have no doubt that one thing may be done and called a ‘switch,’ and 
another very different which might be called a Spey cast; but I think the two 
are merely extreme instances of one generic mode of casting, admitting of all varia- 
tions between them.” , 

* * * * “ 

Weare glad to hear from Mr. Geo. Holland, of Failsworth, Manchester, that, 
in consequence of the great increase in his business, he has had to seek larger 
premises, and is coming to the South of England, so as to be in the heart of 
the dry fly district. His address now is 96, Crane-street, Salisbury, within ten 
yards of the river Avon. Mr. Holland will do a general business in fishing 
tackle, in addins to his special dry fly-making department. 

* cs % * 

Some years ago, when Mr. H. 8. Hall was describing some dry flies and how 
to make them in the GAazETTE, we expressed a wish that some professional fly- 
maker would go to school again and learn how to make flies as Mr. Hall made 
them. Mr. Hall very kindly offered to teach any professional who was not too 
prejudiced to learn of an amateur. Mr. Geo. Holland saw Mr. Hall’s offer in 
the GAZETTE ; he wrote a letter, which we forwarded to Mr. Hall, and the 
consequence is that Mr. Holland has one of the finest connections among the 
best fly-fishers of the day, and is now emigrating to the dry fly country, where 
he will be able to get the natural flies and study the improvement of his art 
far better than he could in the North. We wish him continued success, be- 
cause we know that his conscientious, careful work fully deserves it. 

* * * * * 


The Pittsburg Dispatch says: “ There was diplomacy and presence of mind 
shown in the case of the young lady who sat in an alcove at an evening party 
with a bright young military man, her little niece on her knee to play propriety. 
Suddenly the company is electrified by the exclamation of the child, ‘Kiss me 
too, Aunt Alice !’ but the sudden shock is succeeded by a feeling of relief as 
Aunt Alice calmly replies, ‘You should not say ‘Kiss me too,” dear ; you 
should say, ‘“ Kiss me twice.”’ We recognise the young lady. She was up in 
the Adirondack region the present season. She struck a fine trout, which could 
not vie with its fair captor in beauty, and in sadness over the fact broke the 
hook. Instead of being angry, she kissed her hand to the retreating fish. We 
welcome her to the anglers’ guild,” 

a. cS 9 % 

Miss Stewart, aged 13, daughter of Mr. A. Y. Stewart, of the City Carlton 
Club, caught a seven pound salmon in the Esk last Monday, at Glaisdale, near 
Whitby. Mr. Stewart had a fish of 12lb., and another of 16lb., and Mr. 
Briggs, of the Arncliffe Hotel, has landed three fish in two days, weighing 
together 26lb. For the past six weeks the fishing in -his locality has been 
remarkably good. 

Ata 


* * & 2 
Mr. L. T. Johnson, hon. sec. of the Lowestoft aad Oulton Angling Club, 
writes :—“ Dear Sr1r,—Herewith I beg to hand you balance-sheet of the Fisheries 


Exhibition recently held by us at the Public Hall, Lowestoft, for the purpose 


of aiding the Waveney and Oulton Fisheries’ Protection Society, and regret to 
inform you that through the meagre attendance and lack of interest the deficit 
amounts to £53. Having no guarantee fund wherewith to meet the very 
serious loss, the Committee are compelled reluctantly to appeal for assistance to 
enable them to wipe off the debt.” 
° 3 2 ° % 
A correspondent says that the frog and trimmer story which we published 
last week has appeared “in print” before, in Punch for Nov. 13, 1858. 
Possibly ; but it was worth trimming up again. ‘The same correspondent 
talks about killing himself, or somebody else, because the printer put “a 
medium-sized chub,” instead of “‘ a medium-sized frog,” into one of our “ Notes” 
last week. If he really is.so dense as not to see at a glance it was a clerical 
error, then the best thing he can do ¢s to kill himself. 
38 ae ae 23 
Hardly an article or “ Note” appears in the Fisuine Gazette which is not 
copied into one or other of the American sporting papers. 
* * * * 


The Annual Report of the Tweed Commissioners says that there was a con- 
tinued prevalence of salmon disease in the river. Its effects have been specially 
noticeable amongst spawned male salmon and grilse, whereas last year spawn 
female salmon offered in much greater proportions. The very large number of 
diseased grilse forms an unusual feature in the tables for the past year. 

2 % o % 2 


On Tuesday, during three hours’ fishing in Hornsea Mere, Mr. J. Walton, of 
West Parade, Spring Bank, Hull, caught 35lb. of splendid roach, We believe 
this is the best catch of roach this season in the Mere within so brief a space of 
time. 

ue at ue ae ae a 

Angling on Loch Leven closed on Thursday for the season, which has been 
the most unproductive for years. The total capture was 11,938 trout, weighing 
11,294lb. The heaviest trout, weighing 341b., was killed by Mr. Bethune, of 
London. The champion of the loch for the season is Dr. Telfer, of the Dur- 
fermline Club. To the cold weather is ascribed the falling off in the sport. 

* * * * 


The Loch Leven average size is again as nearly 1b. as one could imagine it 

possible to be. 
* * * * * 

Mr. H. Hayman, Fishing-tackle Maker, Weymouth, writes :—‘“ During the 
last few weeks I have noticed in your columns inquiries from gentlemen wanting 
sea-fishing. A gentleman who has been fishing here during the last six weeks 
has caught six thousand mackerel single-handed.” xi 

* * at “1 

Has “F.R.C.S.,” who writes to us suggesting that the air-pump should be 
used to force dressing into lines, made a valuable suggestion? It sounds well ; 
but we are not practically acquainted with the action of the air-pump. 

* * 


The World says :— Lord Heytesbury’s water on the river Wylye, which was 
often fished by the late Duke of Albany when he lived at Boyton Manor, has 
just been dragged for the first time for many years, and upwards of three 
thousand fish were taken, principally roach and perch.” 

* * * * * 

A True ANGLER.—It has leaked out that President Cleveland, during his 
present fishing trip in the Adirondacks, refuses to allow his special reporter to 
weigh the fish as caught ; he must take the President’s word for their avoirdu- 
soe * * * * * 

Thos. L. Pritchard, winner of the championship honours at American fly- 
casting tournaments, is dead. Mr. Pritchard was an Englishman ; his fayourite 
cast was the “switch.” 

% % ES ES 

There is some chance of getting a few ‘“‘ worms” after the very-much-wanted 
showers of the past few days. There is considerable art in catching lobs, and 
for the benefit of the younger members of the angling community, whose backs 


are still supple enough to spend an hour or two, half doubled up, minutely — 


inspecting the lawn, we will devote a few lines to unfolding the mysteries of 
lobworm-catching. 
e ® a % 
Every angler knows, or ought to know, that lobworms live in holes in the 
ground, and only come up to see how the world is going on after dark. This 
preference for nightly promenades is, no doubt, owing to a wonderful instinct, 
for were they to show themselves boldly by daylight they would soon cease to 
exist, thrushes, blackbirds, and starlings meanwhile fattening apace. Every 
angler, also, ought to know that by taking a lantern and walking over the grass, 
he will see, and may be able to catch, afew of the desired baits. But there is 
more than this in lobworm-catching as a fine art. 
% % @ CS) 
Lobs do not appear very sensitive to the light of the lantern, but they feel 
the lightest concussion of the ground, and when so startled quickly make tracks 
for subterranean abodes. The lobworm-catcher should, therefore, doff his boots 
and put on indiarubber-soled lawn tennis or gymnasium shoes, the latter for 
preference. He will then be surely rewarded for his trouble by catching his 
lobs with ease and rapidity. The rate at which an alarmed lobworm retires is 
something marvellous. On a fairly damp night half or three-quarters of his 
body is exposed on the grass, the remainder being in the hole. Asarule, novices 
in lobworm-catching go for the end most remote from the hole. The best way 
is to sharply place the thumb or a finger of the right hand on the hole itself, so 
pressing the middle of thé worm’s body that he can neither retire nor go 
forward ; then with the other hand take hold of him, and slowly—very gently 
and slowly if he is far in—draw him out. The advantage of this system is that 
there is a fixed object to go for, whereas if the end of the worm is the object, 
unless the hand falls on it with lightning rapidity it will be found that the 
object has disappeared, and that a blade or two of grass between the thumb and 
first finger is the sole result of a frantic swoop down on the lob. Our plan is 
especially successful in dry weather, when the lobs put a very small portion of 
their noses above ground. 
t ® 9 % % 
When worming it is best to have an assistant to carry the lantern and the 
bucket to hold the worms ; but he must tread lightly. When we have wanted 
afew worms suddenly in the daytime, we have never had any difficulty in 
getting them by watering the edges of garden paths with hot water in which 
mustard is dissolved—about a teacup of mustard to a pail of water. Worms 
{on’t like mustard and water, and soon come up if they find it entering their 
anoles. Another plan for getting lobs in a hurry is to dig a spade in the ground 
ip to the hilt and work it to and fro. This causes a miniature earthquake, and, 
like the blacks at Charleston, the worms come out of their homes from fear. 
Needless to say, it is no use either watering or digging a spade into ground where 
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there are no worms. On windy nights lobs are very hard to get, and only the 
most sheltered places should be searched. 
* oy at * * 

Thames trouting is now over for the year. The past season has been a fairly 
good one. Perhaps the most interesting event of the year was Mr. Keene's 
capture of the 3lb. Loch Leven trout at Henley-on-Thames. We recently had 
the pleasure of a chat with Mr. Keene, and assured ourselves that there was no 
doubt as to the species of the fish. 

Bt a a ae a 

The West of Ireland is a very favourite fishing ground with English anglers, 
and many of them will be glad to know that the proprietor of the Moy Hotel, 
Ballina, has opened an hotel on Lough Conn. The hotel was formerly the fine 
mansion, Gortnor Abbey House. Several English anglers have been staying at 
the Lake Hotel, and since the 1st of September have had good sport ; the salmon 
and trout fishing is free. Lough Conn is one of the finest lakes we have seen, 
and affords grand trout fishing, and often good salmon fishing, and now that the 
trouble and expense of having to drive six miles to it, from Ballina and back, 
every day is done away with, it will doubtless become more popular than ever as 
an angling resort, especially if the otter is abolished. ‘ 

a ™ t 

A five-pound trout was caught in one of the. reservoirs of the Birmingham 
Corporation the other day. The Corporation permits angling on payment. We 
wish other corporations would do likewise. é 

ae 3 aE at 

We used to read with wonder and some little incredulity, in Jules Verne’s charm- 
ing book, of gigantic cuttle-fish, so large that they could pull a small boat under 
the water. These immense beasts are, however, not altogether fabulous, for an 
octopus, weighing nearly 660lb., has been captured by fishermen in the Gulf of 
Medolino. We should be glad of further particulars of this interesting capture. 

ae at a ae ae 

Talking about busy men who leave their homes early and get back after dark 
and never see their children, a man of that sort was hurrying along one morning 
when he found that his little boy had got up before him and was playing on the 
sidewalk. He told the child to go in. Child wouldn't. Pa spanked him and 
went to business. Child went in howling. The mother said, “ What’s the 
matter?” ‘Man hit me!” blubbered the youngster. ‘What man?” “ That 
man that stays here on Sundays!” 





WARNER’S BULGARIAN SPINNER WITH HIS PATENT CLASP. 


Mr. A. W. Warner, artificial bait manufacturer, of Harborne, Birmingham, 
sends us a new bait which he has brought out. It is made ina variety of sizes, 
and the chief novelty is the patent clasp at A (see Fig. 1). This clasp holds 





Fic. 1.—Showing gimp of tail and side triangle held in the patent clasp A. 
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Fic. 2.Showing how the gimp of tail and side triangles is released when a fish 
strikes the bait. 


the gimp sufficiently tight to keep it in place while you are spinning ; but 
directly you strike a fish, if he is hooked, as is generally the case, on the tail 
triangle, the bait is released, only the hooks remaining in the mouth (see Fig. 2) 
of the fish. This is a great advantage, because a pike often shakes the hooks out 
when he has a heavy artificial bait attached to them to help him. In addition to 
this important improvement, the bait spins on a strong metal centre. You can 
make it spin either fast, or slow, or wobble simply by bending the tail more or 
less. (N.B.—It should never be bent equally; the top of the tail should be 
bent in a little more than the lower part, or the bait simply hangs in the water.) 
It is thoroughly well made and not at all expensive. 








é NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 
THE following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 
for the FIsHING GAZETTE by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may be obtained :— 
11,053.—J OsEPH GEORGE Burne, of High-street, Portsmouth, for an invention 
of “ An Adjustable Safety Friction Reel for Fishing Purposes.” 


{ES aes of London, for an invention of ‘Improvements in 
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_ MEssrs, SpRECKLEY BROTHERS, brewers, Worcester, gave their employés an out- 
ing to London on Monday last, which they very much enjoyed, and during their 
visit managed to get to St. Paul’s Cathedral, the Tower of London, the Crystal 
Palace, and the Colonial Exhibition, returning to Worcester the same evening by the 
Great Western Railway. The men were under the charge of Mr. Bennett, Mr. 
Tanner, Mr. Stockley, and Mr, Ustick, and all the arrangements for a pleasant day 
were satisfactorily completed. Messrs. Spreckley Brothers are sons of Mr. Thomas 


Spreckley, of 13, Cannon-street, and, as brewers, haye established for themselves a 
very high reputation, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


THE TERM “WHITLING.” 

S1r,—The above term isa veritable bone of contention amongst Northern anglers 
on rivers where the migratory species of trout exist. In my last letter it is used in 
the limited seuse as applied to sea-trout of the second year. The quotation from Mr. 
Russell shows that he understood it in that sense. Mr. Stoddart (“An Angler's 
Rambles,” p. 78), speaking of the Ruchil, says: “In August, 1842, while residing at 
Comrie House, I renewed my acquaintance with this romantic stream, with results 
which induce me to look favourably upon it as a haunt for the whitling, or Tay sea- 
trout, kc.” And further on: “On Tweed, for instance, the early sea-trout which 
comprehend what are left of that greatly-reduced species, the whitling, show a 
marked preference for the Whitadder and Till, the latter especially.” Mr, Stoddart 
here uses the word in the same sense. I beg to thank Mr. Francis for the very 
important extract from his charming book, “By Lake and River.” I should most 
certainly have quoted that very passage in my last letter if I had had the book at 
hand, I read it for the first time when living in Glendale in the winter of 1874. 
To any angler who has not already read the book, there is a treat forthcoming in its 
perusal. Mr, Francis is quite right as to the general use of the term in Glendale, 
although I have met with observant anglers there who used the word in the limited 
sense, which I conceive to be the true sense of the term. If we adopt the term bull- 
trout grilse, as used by Mr. Francis, for the young bull-trout of 14 to 231b., then all 
confusion disappears. I am glad that Mr. Francis adds by this quotation the weight 
of his testimony to the fact of there being a bull-trout and a sea-trout as distinct 
fish, An angler and lessee of net-fishings on the Tweed, a man of decided opinions, 
says that the whitling has no connection with the bull-trout. His words are, “ Ye 
see he’s fork-tailed, and a far finer fish than the bull-troot”; finer, é.c., better 
flavoured. In asking the opinion of Mr. Leighton, a Coquet angler of repute, who 
has had some experience of sea-trout fishing in Ireland, he said: “We have no 
whitlings in Coquet.” Now, there appears to be a difference in the habits of the 
two species. The young sea-trout from } to #1b. ascend the mouths of rivers to some 
distance, as I have taken them in the lower part of Till as black-tail. On the other 
hand, the young bull-trout of a similar weight hang about the mouth of the Coquet, 
the Wansbeck, and the Blythe, but do not seem to advance beyond the tideway—at 
least, [never heard of any such small bull-trout being caught above the tideway, 
The river Glen takes that name at the mouth of the College at Kirknewton, and 
retains it until it falls into Till. The three sections of it are sometimes called from 
the estates through which it flows—Ewart Water, Coupland Water, and Lanton 
Water. 

I hope that Mr. Francis will pardon my alluding to a matter so very trifling, as 
the river and its scenery, the neighbourhood and its inhabitants, are most faithfully 
and felicitously described in his book, “ By Lake and River.”—I am, Kc., 

PISCATOR, 





RANDOM NOTES.—WHITLING. 

Sir,—As you truly observe, different fish are called “whitling” in different 
localities. The-lively bleak, for instance, is often called by that name, both in 
Notts and Lincolnshire. I have heard it repeatedly. Perhaps some of your readers 
can tell us why ?—I am, &c., M, A. 


TWO HOOKS OR ONE IN CLUB MATCHES? 

Srr,—In reference to Mr. Wainwright’s letter in your last issue concerning the 
West End fishing contest at Pershore on August 2nd, I consider he contradicts him- 
self. He says he did not use two bottoms ; but he mentions that he used two hooks 
and a piece of gut attached to each hook, and I think (and many anglers will bear 
me out) that they constitute two gut bottoms. During the contest he was told, 
when he caught two fish at one strike, that it was illegal to fish with two bottoms 
on one line, as we have in our contest rules, “ Tight-line fishing: no live baits 
allowed.” 

When the dispute arose, we postponed our distribution of prizes for nine days, in 
order to get information from other Birmingham clubs, and I do not find one that 
decides in his favour. Mr. Wainwright wrote to the Sheffield Association, and they 
sent a copy of their rule relating to the above, which is totally different to the rules 
of the Birmingham clubs. The letter he refers to from Mr. Ghurney, I believe, 
contains the following : “Ido not know the rules of your locality,” or something 
to the same effect. Iam surprised at Mr. Wainwright, being a member of the Birming- 
ham*United Angling Association, that he did not consult them in the first place, 
instead of corresponding with other towns, whose rules Birmingham anglers do not 
recognise, 

As regards the amendment which he objects to because it was not seconded, for 
the matter of that, I do not see why it should be proposed and seconded, as we have 
a rule which reads as follows :—‘‘ Should anything occur which these rules do not 
provide for, the decision of the committee shall be binding.” Mr. Wainwright has 
fished in previous contests of our club on the same level as other members. No 
other member in Birmingham ever attempted to gain a prize in such a manner.— 
Tam, &e., 


Birmingham. §. Perers (President West-End Fishing Club). 


[To avoid disputes of this kind, it would be best to state clearly, before the match, 
how many hooks an angler might use. In deciding legal disputes of a commercial 
nature, when there is no definite agreement between the parties, it is usual to refer 
to “the custom of the trade.” In the present case Mr. Wainwright says the general 
custom in London and Sheffield clubs is to allow two hooks, as in ordinary angling. 
According to Mr. Peters, the Birmingham clubs only recognise one hook; but he 
brings forward no rule to that effect, for we fail to see what a “tight line” or 
“live bait” have to do with the question of the use of two hooks. We often use two 
hooks on a tight line—one for paste, and one for worm. The most satisfactory end 
to this dispute would be to get the winner and the claimant to fish for the prize 
again under strict conditions as to number of hooks. In clear water, where fish are 
shy, it is distinctly against the angler to use two hooks.—ED. | 


FISHING AT GROVE FERRY. 

S1r,—Having had several days’ good roach-fishing at Grove Ferry, three and four 
years ago, I went there again, in company witha friend, last August. We hireda boat 
for 4s., and we bought two ls. tickets, which “allowed the bearer,” &c., and, after doing 
our very best, were rewarded by the capture of two small roach—at least, I was, my 
friend being much too disgusted to continue fishing. Having a boat, and the water 
being fine, I made a careful examination of the water, and am sure the fishing was 
all over then. If, since then, the charge of 1s. has been removed, and the angling 
has deteriorated in like degree, then I am sure your correspondents will be better 
away; Mr, Sachs particularly I should like to ask not to go this year, as by so 
doing I may make some little reparation for haying taken him over to that pond 
after the pike which we found not,—I am, &c., 


Hampstead. Frank L, Morr, 


FISHING ON WINDERMERE. ; ‘ 

S1r,—In your issue of last week W. Atkinson inquires if there is anything to pay 
for fishing on Windermere ; but he does not describe what description of fishing he 
means, I presume he means by rod or trolling line, as he mentions a spinning 
bait. I will, however, endeavour to give your correspondent such information on 
the point as [am able. In the first place, the water of Lake Windermere is free for 
all fishing, excepting by net ; but there are licenses imposed by the Board of Con- 
servators for salmon, trout, and char. The license for a single rod and line for 
salmon is 10s. for the year, or 5s, per week, and the close time for salmon is the 
31st of October. The license for a rod and line to fish for trout and char is 2s, 6d., 
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which includes all tributaries where good trout are now to be had ; but the last day 
of the season is October Ist. ; é 2 

For pike-fishing there is no license to pay, neither is there a close time, and 
good fish can now be had by perseverance and an attendant who knows the favourite 
haunts of these fish. I know nothing of Kennard’s spinner, but would say, trust to 
a native for choosing the bait, and give any other a trial you like. Anyone on a 
fishing tour for pike will not be far wrong if, when at Bowness, he gets a Kirkbride 
—and there are lots of them—to accompany him. toy 

Should “ W. A.” be wishful to confine himself to a lesser “ waste of waters ” in 
quest of his pikeship, he cannot do better than apply to mine host Mr, Swainson 
of the Sawrey Hotel, Windermere, for two or three days’ fishing on Esthwaite Lake 
where there is abundance of pike, though not very large. It is a private lake of 
about three miles, and the charge is 1s, each per day for the privilege of fishing. 
Mr. S. will supply the necessary tackle and boat, also excellent accommodation at 
moderate charges.—I am, &c., 

Windermere, Sept. 8th. J. W. 


USE THE AIR-PUMP IN DRESSING LINES. A j 
Srr,—From Major Traherne’s account of dressing lines in the Badminton Series, 
it appears that from one to three weeks altogether is required for soaking them in 
the oil to induce it to penetrate. I will make anglers and tackle-makers a present 
of a means of effecting the same in as many hours ; at any rate, 1 believe it has not 
yet been thought of. Let the lines be placed in the mixture (which I think should 
be warm, not hot) under the receiver of an air-pump, and when the air is exhausted 
the dressing must at once penetrate thoroughly, whether the line is solid or hollow, 
IT am convinced that if this is once tried, all lines in future will be dressed in this 
way. By the bye, is not Major Traherne’s proportion of varnish very large? It 
used to be always about a teaspoonful only of varnish to a wineglassful of oil._— 

Tam, Xc., FB. R. C.S. 








A NOTE FROM THE DOVE. 

Srr,—As a member of the Birdsgrove Fishing Club, on the Dove, I should feel 
obliged if you will kindly insert in your valuable paper the following—viz., Our 
respected secretary, Mr. Geo. L. Lilliss, killed, with other good trout, a very fine one 
of nearly 41b., on a XXX fine gut trace, with Stewart tackle. This trout, one of the 
best in quality ever seen, was brought to bank, after a tug of sixteen minutes, in the 
presence of Mrs. Briggs, of London, and very ably landed by Mr. Booth, Royal Oak 
Inn, Hanging Bridge, Ashbourne.—I am, Xc., FRANK WILSON. 





SEA BASS IN RIVERS. 

Srr,—I should be very much obliged if you would give me any information on 
fishing for bass in rivers in your next issue. During the last week the river Cuck- 
mere has been full of them, and I have tried all the usual spinners, such as artificial 
sand eels, baby spinner, &c. I have also tried a white fly and bait-fishing with rag- 
worm and shrimp, but can only catch a few small ones with the last-mentioned 
baits. 

Can you tell me what it is they feed on in the river? Thanking you in anticipa- 
tion,—I am, &c., AvePs We 

{They probably run up the river after some small fish, or fish fry. Try a live bait 
on Nottingham tackle ; also a very bright spoon bait if the water is coloured.— 
ED. | 





SALMON-FISHING AT KELSO-ON-TWEED. 

S1r,—I should be much obliged if you, or any of your correspondents, would 
kindly inform me if,in going to Kelso-on-the-Tweed for salmon-fishing about the 
second week in October, I should be going to the right place at that time of the year? 
Thanking you in advance,—Lam, Xc., C.0, RB. 

[Our Kelso correspondent, “‘ Maxwheel,” kindly answers as follows :—‘ As regards 
salmon-fishing in the Tweed at Kelso, ‘C. C.°R.’ could not choose a better time than 
he states in hisquery. The netscoming off at the mouth ef the river, and on all river 
stations, on the 14th inst., therefore by the second week of October itis to be inferred 
that the river will be pretty well stocked with fish, and with fayourable weather good 
sport ought to be obtained at the above time. ‘C. C. R,, however, ought to write at 
once to the lessees of the fishings here—Mr, Jas. Kerss, Sprouston, or Mr. Charles 
Kerss, Sprouston—so as to be able to secure water for that time, as there is no free 
salmon-fishing in this district, although we have miles of open trout water for any 
one wishing to come this way.”—ED. | 





FOWL HOOKED FAIRLY. 

Srtr,—The following might be eligible for the kettle competition, were it not that 
the incident is absolutely true :— 

On Monday, 30th August, I was fishing for white trout at the mouth of the Bann 
with two rods with spoon baits over the stern of the boat. I saw a good many terns 
flying about, and suddenly one of them dropped into the water astern of the boat, 
and emerged firmly hooked on one of the spoon baits (a small gold one), There was 
a fresh breeze blowing, and it was some time before I could land (1) it. 

I had about 20 yards of line out, but no sinker; the bait could not have been 
more than a foot or 18in. from the surface, as the tide was strong.—I am, &c., 

GREEN WREN. 

P.S.—I see that in my letter in the “F. G.,” of 4th September, there is a printer’s 
error. Iam made to say “I have used flies from Rogans (six), Harrold (six), &c.” 
What I did write was “ flies from Rogans (s?c), Harrold (sic), &c.”—meaning to dis- 
claim “ Orange Grouse’s” peculiar spelling of the names of these well-known tackle 
makers, whose names are Rogan and Harold respectively. 

{Dr. Brunton tells a story of a great fight he had with a sea-gull, which took his 
bait when fishing in some Scotch loch. We wonder such incidents do not occur 
more often. A Yorkshire angler once told us he had caught a wild duck and a trout 
at one cast on a hair line—(sic / as “ Green Wren” says).—ED. | 








PLACES FOR SHA-FISHING—FILEY. 

Si1r,—I have read with great interest and pleasure Mr. Perkin’s able essay upon 
the best places for sea-fishing round our coasts, names of fish, and time of year when 
found, 

I feel greatly surprised that he omitted to mention the name of the small and 
picturesque village of Filey, situate only a few miles south of Scarborough, the 
fame of which for fishing, both as an industry anda pleasure, is, I will venture to 
say, unequalled even by thatof ‘Tenby. As regards scenery, what can be more beautiful? 
Here, as { sit writing this on the cliff in front of the village, I see, looking seawards 
to the right, a magnificent stretch of majestic cliffs from three to four hundred feet 
in height, and reaching far away to Flamborough Head, a distance of 15 miles ; to 
the left cliffs again, for a few hundred yards, terminating in the well-known natural 
pier of rocks called Filey Brigg, which juts out for over a quarter of a mile into the 
sea, and is completely bare at low water, the whole forming a splendid harbour of 
refuge and a most lovely picture. 

Now, as regards the fishing of the industral portion I will say butlittle. There is a 
fleet of 32 yawls besides numerous other small craft belonging to Filey, which takes its 
herrings, &c., to Scarborough, Whitby, Bridlington, Hull, and Grimsby. An enormous 
quantity of cod and other fish is taken in the winter time by the fishermen, and 
though sad havoc is caused by the steam trawlers and the depredations of innumer- 
able birds (which are the mortal enemies of the fishermen here), they do exceedingly 
well in most cases. Now, as regards the amateur fishermen. They come up here year 
by year in shoals, and the sport they obtain, as a rule, makes them return again the 
next season. 

_ Off the rocks at the back of the Brigg the fishing is good, but not so good as 
in past years. A fair quantity of mullet, codling, and rock perch are to be 
had, Five-years-ago two friends and myself literally covered the rocks around 
us, with ‘heaps of ‘good-sized codling, many of them weighing 5lb, and 6lb. 


Sepr. 11, 1886. 


apiece, in a very short space of time. The bay swarms with gurnard, mullet, and 
a variety of flat fish, of which thousands are caught daily by amateurs, 

The best sport to be obtained is in trolling, or ‘‘ railing” as it is termed here, 
for pollack and coal-fish. This is done from a boat, and the fish are mostly 
caught in the tideway at the end of the Brigg. The same tackle appears to be 
used here as at Tenby for bass-fishing, but the best bait is an artificial white 
rubber sand eel, I use one of Slater’s (Newark-on-Trent) 12ft. sea rods, 
which, I may say, are unequalled for quality and price. They are all greenheart, 
and cost only 12s. 6d.—a truly marvellous rod for the money. When the fish are 
on the feed, which is generally at slack water, the sport is splendid. My best day 
was in August, 1884, when one friend and myself, in about two hours before 
breakfast, brought home our 16 stone weight of pollack and coal-fish, the smallest 
one of which weighed nearly 6lb., and the largest 13lb. This season I have not 
done quite so well; but the same friend, one evening last week when I was away, 
taking a mean advantage of me, secured 21 fish averaging close on 8lb. apiece. 
One fine pollack was caught last week by a Mr. Jukes, of London, scaling 181b, It 
broke his rod, but he luckly managed to get him on the gaff. 

I am afraid I have trespassed very much on your valuable space ; but if I may be 
allowed a concluding remark, I would mention that the Inn where I am staying, is 
just the right place for a bachelor sportsman who likes to do as I do when I get out 
of London—viz., rough it and enjoy himself. The host, Mr. Fountain, is a thorough 
sportsman, and a “ jolly good fellow.” —I am, Xc., 

Ship Inn, Queen-street, Filey. A.S, C, 

P.S.—August and September best fishing months. Splendid bathing. 





THE ANGLER’S GRAVE. 
Where should he lie at rest but where he loved it best ; 
There, where the murmur comes up from the stream. 
Could he sleep better—-say—hearing by night and day 
That soothing melody come as adream ? 


Oft has he silently stood ’neath the willow tree 
Which by the beautiful rivulet grew ; 

Now he lies—ah ! so still, close by the dear old mill, 
Under the deepening shade of the yew. 


When springtide comes, with its key-note so changeable, 
When the trout ‘go for” the big, fat March Brown, 

“ Johnny” will come, with his ‘rig out” unblameable— 
“ Charley ” arrive from his “ place up in town.” 


~ Everyone happily (life alla holiday) 
Making his “ basket ” as fast as he can ; 
Over the churchyard wall, lies there the king of all, 
Close by the margin—friend, fisher, true man ! 


Do we act thoughtlessly, if we fish busily ? 
Presently shadows of evening will fall ; 

Then, as the night draws nigh, brothers will heave a sigh 
As they pass close by the yew near the wall. 


Now, as we step along, carols the lark’s loud song, 
Wild flowers bloom in the meadows around : 
Nothing without alloy, sadness wé// mix with joy, 
Sorrows still spring (with the flow’rs) from the ground. 


E. M. Top. 





BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
ANNUAL ATHLETIC SPORTS. 

Wednesday, the Ist, was quite a red-letter day with the members of above associa- 
tion, Starting from RBri¢hten aid o'clock, about 70 made their way to Leonardslee 
Park, Cowfold, where, through the kindness of H. E. Hubbard, Esq., a most enjoy- 
able day was spent. 200 Yards Flat Race: Ist, Mr. G. Stevens. 120 Yards Hurdle 
Race : 1st, Mr. Newnham. 100 Yards Flat Race: Ist, Mr. G. Stevens. Sack Race : 
lst, Mr. Newsham, Throwing Cricket Ball: 1st, Mr. F. Heathorne. Bat and Trap 
Match : Ist, Mr. G, Heathorne, sen. Cricket Match—Gentles v. Worms: Gentles, 
Mr. N, Clark’s side, 31 ; Worms, Mr. Dolton’s side, 58. A prize for highest individual 
score was won by Mr. A. H. Dolton, 25. Fishing Competition: Ist, Mr. G. Artis; 
2nd, Mr. G. Lawrence. These gentlemen also took an extra prize for the largest 
specimen fish. There being only aboutan hour for fishing, the other six prizes offered 
will be fished for on some future occasion. Fishing over at 5, the company made steps 
to the famous old Crab Tree Inn, where host Brown had provided a supply of good 
things. Mr. Councillor Belcher presided, and was supported by Messrs. G. Stevens 
(chairman of association) and W. Dolton (hon. sec). Dinner over, Mr. Belcher pro- 
posed the toast of the evening, “Success to the Brighton Anglers’ Association,” 
which was received with great applause. In the course of his remarks, he congratu- 
lated the chairman on having such a large muster answering his call to make the 
day a success, and thanked him for giving him (Mr. Belcher) the honour of pre- 
siding. Mr. G. Stevens, on rising to respond, was received with loud applause ; he 
assured all present that his heart and soul were with the members of the B.A.A., and 
should do all he possibly could to further the interests of the association. Referring 
to the day’s sport, everything, he was sure, had been done to make the outing a 
success, and he was happy to say that it was the best and largest they had since the 
first, which wasin 1878. Other toasts followed, and the remaining hour was passed 
away by some capital songs.—A. H. DoLTon, hon. sec. 





IRISH NOTES. 

ERNE AND LouGH MELYVIN.—During the past week the weather was very bright 
and hot, with a light breeze from the south-east. The river is very low, and but 
little fishing is being done. Mr. 8S. V. Thomas, on the 30th ult., killed one salmon, 
16lb.,and Mr, A. J. Thomas, on the same day, gota grilse of 6lb. Trout have also 
been very sulky, and would not look at anything, either on the Erne or Lough 
Melvin. On Saturday it began to rain very heavily, and continued until last night, 
and good sport is expected for this week.—M, RoGAN, jun., Ballyshannon, co. 
Donegal. 

SUIR AND ITs TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—Angling for the past fortnight has been 
almost completely at a standstill ; the only kind that has been any way successful was 
trout fishing on the tributaries. In the main river, although swarming with salmon 
and trout, they will scarcely look at an artificial fly or bait, no matter what fly you 
put over them, They may be rising all round and apparently at it ; sometimes you 
would feel the faintest touch, but only by the merest chance would one be hooked. 
One day last week Mr. Wise (Rochestown) rose and touched fourteen salmon, and 
only succeeded in killing two, and everywhere the same story may be told— 
Ardfinnan, Lacken, Neddins, &e. No one seems able to account for it, for the river 
seldom held so many fish, and all apparently in the most taking humour—until you 
try them. On the tributaries, Mr. Joseph Mooney got eighteen half-pounders one 
day on the Anner; Messrs, Lonergan and Fitzgerald, same day, got five dozen 
on the Colligan, and Tom Power forty to his own rod on the Nire.—RICHARD 
BRADFORD, 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Rheumatism and Rheumatic gout are the most dreaded 
of all diseases, because their victims know that they are safe at no season, and at no age secure. 
Holloway’s Ointment, after fomentation of the painful pirts, gives greater relief than any other applica- 
tion ; but it must be dil gently used to obtiin this desirable resalt. ijt bas been highly commended by 
rheumatic subjects of ali ag2s and both sexes, for rendering their attack: less frequent and less vigorous, 
and for repressing the sour perspirations and soothing the nerves. In mvny cases, Holloway’s Ointment 
aud Pills have proved the gceatest blessings in removing rheumatism and rheumvtie gout which has 
assailed persons previously and at the prime of life, 
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Vienna............ 1873 

Philadelphia. 1876 

Paris's ..%0%-i = 1878 

Sydney.......... ” 1880 

Melbourne .. Sem 1881 
Sah 


ce. 
W. WOODFIELD & SONS, 
fFASEVORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITCH. 


LONDON OFFICE—385, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, EC. 


Manvfacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c, 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HAUL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes. 


PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 
The NATIVE GUANO COMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTEE Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &c., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29, New Bridge-st., Blackfriars, London, E.C. 


“There is no doubt Mr. S.’s gooils are giving general satisfaction, for we have met many anglers 
who tell u3 so.”—FISHING GAZETTE, July 24, 1886, 


UPRIGHT SPLIT-WiNG TROUT FLIES 


On Eyed-Hooks, 1s. 9d. doz, On Finest Drawn Gut, Is. Gd. doz. Postage extra. 


“An excellent selection, . .. . Mr. Shrubsole’s flies on gut are beauties.”—FISHING GAZETTE, 


April 10, 1886, ms ' § 
THE “MARSTON” TAPER TROUT CASTS. 


8d. each; 7s. 6d. per doz. Postage extra. 
The ‘Marston’ gut collars are excellent."—FISHING GAZETTE, September 12, 1885, 


CHUB FLIES. DACH FLIES. 


2s. per doz. Postage extra. 1s. 6d, per doz. Postage extra. 


As good a chub fly as one can put up."—FIsHING GAZETTE, July 24, 1886, 
The dace flies are perfect.”—Land and Water, July 3, 1886. 


BRIGHT ROUND-BEND AND SNECK-BEND ROACH HOOKS. 


To Finest-Drawn Gut. 1s. per doz. Postage extra. 


*“ We bave used these hooks in taking bream up to 6lb., and hcavy tench and eels, and never used 
better.”—FISHING GAZETTE, July 24, 1836. 


EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE, 15, MILL STREET, MAIDSTONE. 


HARDY’S CELEBRATED GOL) MEDAL 
“7. BUILT CANE 
RODS. 


From 3 Guineas each. 


2 ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 
Before cementing. ABLE SPLINT-END FERRUL&S. 


Awarded 25 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 
1881. QUR GREAT SUCCESS with these celebrated rods 


has started a host of imitators. BEWARE OCF IMITA- 
TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” 


advertised by pretended manufacturers, but who are in truth only 
buyers and sellers of anything they can make into money. 


SIGNIFIGANT FAGT. We were awarded THE 
ONLY GOLD MEDAL for Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for 


Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition, London, 1883. 

Hither single built, double built, or steel centre. The lightest, 
most powerful, and durable reds made WE GUARANTEE 
that they will stand uninjured the most severe angling test that can 
be applied. Only Makers of the Special “ Alnwick” Greenheart 
Salmon and Trout Rods, which may be had with our Patent Lock- 
Fast Joints and Improved Serrated Ferrules. The “ Hotspur” and 
the “Guinea” Trout Fly Rods, all Hand-made from the finest 
seasoned materials only. Salmon and Trout Flies from Stock or 
niade to Order for all parts of the World. Gut Lines, Reels, Reel 
Lines, Fishing Baskets, Brogues, Waders, &c., all in our own Special 
Patterns, which cannot be supplied by any other house. 

Send for Illustrated Catalogue for 1886, Post Free, 3 stamps. 














After cementing. 


London and 


Hardly Bros, #z:*Alnwick, Northumberland 


WITH UNBROKEN SKIN. 

“Bxamined by the microscope the gut is much 
rounder and more perfect in structure than any I 
have seen, also smaller in diameter; some of the 
lengths are 8-1,000ths of aninch only. Its trans- 
parency is also very great, and there are seen no 
fibres along the length, which is so common with 
the ordinary drawn gut. Please send two more 
banks.”—J. HAWEKSLEY, Hsq.. London. 

P.0.0. to be payable to Failsworth. 





FLOATING FLIES ON HYED - HOOKS. 


FLIES ON GUT (Mr. Tod’s Principle). 


‘Tam very much pleased with the flies ; they are just what I wanted,”—From FRANCIS FRANCIS, Esq. 

“ Mr. Holland, under Mr. H. 8. Hali’s instruction, has carried this department of fly-tying: to 
special excellence.’—H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNALL, Haq , in the Badminton Library, 

“ I never saw anything more life-like or perfect.” —FRANOIS M, WALBRAN, Esq. 


W. BARTLEET & SONS 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


_,.TESTED FISH HOOKS. | 
THE — ARGHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES, 

FISHING ROD3 AND TACKLE, &., &c. 
IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTORY: ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH (Wholesale Only). 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDEK. MALLESON’S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & TroutRods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES. 
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SECTIONS UNITED.:' °4 249, 
PERFECT BALANCE, 





EQUILATERAL TRIANGLES. 
THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE POWERFUL ACTION, AND 
{ COMBINATION. UNEQUALLED FOR DURABILITY. 
Particular attention is given to the Manufacture of these Rods, selected Canes 
only being worked up, and first-class skilled workmen employed. A waterproof 
cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be separated. Specially-prepared 
yarnish is also used, which renders the rods absolutely waterproof. 
A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected 
by means of a NEW AND REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULE, draw- 
ings of which are herewith given :— 
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Fig. A shows the Serrated ferrule as ead before the silk bindings are put on, 
Vig. B shows the same ferrule with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the 
metal from cutting through the cane. 

With these unprecedented advantages the “MALLESON” are the very Best 
and Cheapest American Cane-Built Rods in the Market. They can be obtained 
from any Fishing Tackle Dealer in the United Kingdom. 





Lonpon House (Wholesale Only) : 


H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, EC. 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River.” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Leaded or Unleaded, 


DOES NOT DOUBLE UP WHILE CASTING. 

OTICE.—BROWN’S PHANTOM MINNOW®2.—Haying: heard of some excellent 

sport lately obtained in still running simon pools and other waters, with one of 

these artificial minnows, I sent to Aberdeen for one, and have now re3eived the following 

report of it :—‘ I obtained permission, but the keeper accompanied me; and after getting 

three splendid autumn salmon, each one over 201b., the ba t was f barred,’ for fear of my 

emptying the pool. I think the hooks should be a triflestouter.” The minnow in question 

somewhat represents a small salmon pink, and is four iaches in length, tail hooks in- 

cluied.—G. M. K.—ZLand and Water, August 2lst, 1885. , 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 

IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None eon unless stamped “ W. B.”’ on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


BROWN, 36, George Street, ABERDEEN. 


Now ready, demy 8yo, cloth extra, bevelled edges, price 10s, 6d., post free. 


NORTH COUNTRY FLIES, 


By T. E. PRITT, Angling Editor of the Yorkshire Post, and Hon. 
Sec. of the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association. 
Comprising Eleven Plates of Hanp-Co.ourep Illustrations of over Sixty 
Flies, from the Author’s own Drawings, with Particulars of the Dressings and 
Season of each Fly ; and Chapters on Fishing the Minnow, the Creeper, the 
Stone Fly, and the Worm in Clear Water, with an Extra Plate showing the 
Hooks necessary therefor. Second Edition. 
PREFACE TO NEW EDITION. 

The first edition of this work was published under the title of ‘‘ Yorkshire Trout 
Flies.” It was very generously received, and was quickly exhausted; but it was 
pointed out in quarters entitled to high respect that the title was too local, that the 
patterns of flies would do good service on all northern waters, that they would kill 
grayling as well as trout, and that the remarks upon Yorkshire streams would apply 
equally to all similar rivers. In view of these representations it was therefore 
decided to alter the title to “ North Country Flies,’ the text remaining identical 
with that of the first edition. The explanation is necessary in view of a perplexity 
which might arise in the minds of readers owing to the distinctly Yorkshire colour- 


img which pervades the book. 
The following are some of the Flies fully Describ:d aad Illustrated in Colours in this work :— 








Water Cricket | Brown Drake Sand Fly Thorn Fly Dun 
Little Black Red Clock or Pheasant Dotterel Curlew 
Winter Brown Red Palmer | Yellow Sally Starling Bloa 
Little Winter Brown or | Little Dark Watchet Poult Bloa or Light Bloa Small Ant 
Light Woodcock Dark Spanish Needle Old Master Fog Black 
Brown Owl Light Spanish Needle Stone Midge Cubdown Bloa 
Fieldfare Bloa Light Watchet Grey Midge Cinnamon 
Dark Moor Game or Olive Bloa Knotted Midge Smoke Fly 
Orange Grouse Yellow-Legged Bloa Sandy Moor Game Grey Partridge 
Water-Hen Boa Yellow Partridge Blu; Partridge Large Ant 
Dark Llea Snipe Bloa Red Owl Sea Swallow 
Dark Snipe Brown Watchet Stone Bloa July Dun 
March Browns Orange Partridge Small Blue Bloa Black Gnat 
Great Brown Greentail Greensleeves Black Snipe 








Published by SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, AnD RIVINGTON, 
Crown Buripines, 188, Funet STREET, LONDON, 
Who willsenda copy to any address on receipt of Postal Order for 10s. 6d. or stamps. 


FLOATING FLIES AND HOW 


TO DRESS THEM. 
By F. M. HALFORD, Eso. 


“Detached Badger” of the FIELD. 


Guarantee 1 correct Patterns of the above can 
only be had from G. HOLLAND, the only person 





G. HOLLAWD, 4, GOOKE STREET, FAILSWORTH, NEAR MANCHESTER, iL ete ties REAL Floaters on either 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 


METAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
enuine. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


LTE RNiEsVvWw 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


" ACGME” LINES 





FIRST TIME 
OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE, 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 
“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I 
put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another 
for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasonsago. I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They 


are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


R. B, MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“T have used the ImproyeD ‘AcmB’ LINE last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. You HAVE GOT HOLD 


oF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.” 


Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured 
by us with and without Metal-Centre. 


SKETCH SHOWING TAPER. 


These Lines will Cast ~ 
more readily than = ant 
any other make. c 


They are supplied in 
all lengths and sizes, 


SAMPLE TROUT LINE, POST FREE, 5s 


LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED WITH OUR 


SPECIALITIES. 


BEWARE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. 


THE NEW 


INVISIBLE HOOKED  FEIES. 


KILL WELL cn the most HEAVILY WHIPPED WATERS, when ordinary Flies, having the clumsy old style hook outlined as boldly as the legs and wings 


of the fly, fail. 





The Fly as seen by the Fish. 





The Position of the Hooks. 


From the position of the two bends of the new hook in the fly’s body it is invisible when placed on a tumbler of water and viewed from beneath. 





He / 





Viewed from below when on water. 


When Fish are RISING SHORT it is found to KILL WELL, when water and weather are DEAD AGAINST SPORT it is SUCCESSFUL ; in short, when the most 
skilled fly-fisher is usually non-plussed and disheartened, the Invisible Hooked Fly is found to kill. Price 3s. per dozen. Samples posted free for 12 stamps, 


Manufactured by D. and W. H, FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND, 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CQ. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 
SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 


AND GAFFS. 
SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND GAST LINES. 
SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


Dee Eee 
COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
COOPER COOPER and COQ. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s. 
at 2s. 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour: 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO, after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China, Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—50, King W illiam-street, London Bridge, E.0. Branch 
Establishments—63, Bishopsgate-street Within, H.C.; 268, Regent- 
cireus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-groye, Wis 384 High 
Holborn, W.C., London, ag 


















J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


atent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 1lo’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o’clock, Servant’s board, 6s. perday. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 1s. 6d, 

fh large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken, 











ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


E.C, 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


Me. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 


FLI&8S DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH., 
(Rd. No. 25,835.) 
Worn over left shoulder, with 
another band round the waist, 
thereby distributing the weight 
equally, and keeping the basket ina 
Jjirm position. 
“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
| IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


|| Weight of Handle complete, about 12oz. ; bi 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. 











New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy, 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT, Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
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é PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
© An excellent fly-rod,”—FISHING GAZEITR. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 


TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esgq., respecting James Ogden’s—‘‘ Multum in Parvo 
Rod :—‘ You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which lam very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 
tnree weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 
praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


J. GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 


LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 





GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SALMON 
RODS, as used by the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment. These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod. From 21s. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s, for 25 yards, 
will not kink, 
BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 23in., 2s. 6d., 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD’S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and where to 
use them, 4s. and 6s. each, 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by nonein the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885, 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RINC, 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Feld of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886, 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 
For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 

SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 

SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. . 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silkk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c,, &c, 

WHOLESALE ONLY, 
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RIVED mite hO rio: 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 “f Putney. 
45 ~ Hammersmith, 
50 op Barnes, 

Add) 55 Ps Kew. 
75 x Richmond. 
80 " Twickenham, 
85 ¥, Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 
Saturday, September 11 ose oo 12.39 stir a 1.2 
Sunday, ets 19 ee 1.22 eae? 1.42 
Monday, Be 13 ae a 1.58 oa ose 2.14 
Tuesday, 14 a one 2.28 “as ane 2.43 
Wednesday, FF 15 ae cae 2.58 oe Ace 3.13 
Thursday, 5 16 aC see 3.29 ane eee 3.44 
Friday, «Peay, : 4.0 AS, re 4,15 


a= River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

In the tideway the report is that the water after the rain has much improved, and 
the roach and barbel are now well on the feed. The river in other portions requires 
a considerable quantity of rain, as it is still described as being very low and the 
water very bright. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMOND.—Christopher Brown, in four days, 301b. of roach and dace, and four 
barbel. There was a mistake last week in the report of C. Brown’s fishing, as he 
was stated to have taken 301b. weight of flounders instead of thirty fish. The fault 
was, however, his own. Henry Howard, in four and a half days, twenty-four dozen 
of roach and dace. Henry Mansell, during the week, 601b. J’. Brown, in four days, 
36lb., and four barbel. Mr.J. P. Larkins, of Richmond, fishing above the lock, caught 
a brace of jack, weighing about 91b. 

TWICKENHAM.—Edward Finch, in three days, twenty-four dozen of roach and 
dace. Samuel Cole, in seven days, 70lb. and two barbel. Henry Spires, in three 
days and two half days, twenty-six dozen. Pert Hammerton, in five days, thirty 
dozen and five barbel. George Coxen, in five part days, fourteen dozen, and in one 
whole day, 17lb. and one barbel. J. Dobbin, in five days and one half day, thirty- 
six dozen, one of the roach weighing 1lb. 20z., and ten barbel. John Spong, in six 
days, forty-one dozen, six barbel, and three bream. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, fifteen dozen of dace and three 
barbel. Mr. M’Bride, in four days, twenty dozen of gudgeon, four perch, and one 
barbel. B.Stevens, in four days, some good bream, roach,and dace. J. Stevens, in 
one day, six bream, and four dozen of roach and dace. A gentleman fishing 
under the weir caught a jack of 5lb., two carp of 3lb. each, and one barbel. 

Kineston.—Joh2 Johnson, sen., writes :—‘ There has been any quantity of 
gudgeon fishing done here this last week, one gentleman, fishing with Wilks, getting 
over eight dozen before lunch with one rod. Wilks has also got eight jack, but 
nothing over 5lb., and some good roach. John Johnson, jun., has taken eight bream, 
and any quantity of gudgeon; the bream were all good ones, the largest 6lb. The 
bank fishers have not been doing much, as the nights are getting too long for them, 
and the fish get out wide.” 

HAmpToN CourtT.—William Milbourne says: “The gudgeon are still feeding 
well, and the roach and dace are coming better on the feed, the punts getting from 
five to six dozen in the day, with three and four barbel, some of the dace running 
very large. The water is still very low and bright, and it will take a lot of rain to 
make any difference.” 

SuNBURY.—The barbel appear to be well on in this neighbourhood. Thomas 
Stroud, in three days, twenty-eight barbel, seven bream, and eight dozen of roach. 
Alfred Stroud, in two days, nineteen barbel and six chub. John Stroud, in five 
days, with Mr. Landerlindon, twenty-seven bream, the largest 541b., fifteen barbel, 
and sixteen dozen of roach. Thomas Stroud, jun., in four days, twenty-six barbel, 
seven bream, and sixteen dozen of roach. Edward Clarke, in three days, forty-eight 
barbel and nine brace of perch ; and R, Clark, during the week, ten dozen of roach 
and dace. 

Wauton.—R. Watford, in five days, sixteen dozen of roach and dace, and thirty- 
four bream, one of the days getting fourteen bream. Three gentlemen fishing from 
the bank 301b. of bream each. 

SHEPPERTON.—W. Howse, during the week, thirty dozen of gudgeon, five brace 
of perch, and five jack. F. Purdue, in two days, ten dozen of gudgeon and five 
dozen of roach. H. Purdue, in two days, seven dozen of roach and dace, and a jack 
of 5lb. 

WEYBRIDGE.—H, Conn, in four days, thirteen dozen of roach and dace, twelve 
barbel, sixteen dozen of gudgeon, a chub of 31b., and a bream of 3lb. : 

Docket? PorInt.—James Haslett, one day, in three hours, five barbel ; and in two 
other days, four jack, eight barbel, one chub, and a few fine dace. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, in two days, ten dozen of gudgeon, ten dozen of roach and 
dace, one barbel, and one bream. 

STAINES.—George Osman, in four days, twenty-four barbel, four chub, and four 
dozen of roach and dace. John Keene, in five days, twenty barbel, and twenty dozen 
of roach and dace ; and another day, with Mr. Blackman, one brace of jack, three 
perch, and one trout. Charles Hone, in two days, sixteen barbel, two chub, and 
some fine roach. H.J. Clarke, in one day, with Mr. Green, five barbel, one chub, 
and some good roach and dace. F. Collyer, in two days, five dozen of roach and 
dace, ten dozen of gudgeon, and eight chub. A gentleman from the bank at 
Penton Hook gota trout of 4lb. The trout season closed yesterday, the 10th of 
September. 
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UPPER THAMES. 


The rain which has fallen during the past week has somewhat improved the feed- 
ing proclivities of the fish, but the water still keeps very bright, and the finny tribe 
are consequently wary and difficult to induce to keep up a continuity of biting. 
Punt anglers just now would be well advised to avoid the punching in of rye-pecks 
or the letting down of weights, but should, where possible, quietly fasten to the 
shore, or to any friendly sedges, withies, or overhanging boughs. The noise made by 
the ramming in a rye-peck on a hard bottom scares in this water roach, chub, and 
barbel to an ungetatable distance. The very look also of a bright pole and the 
vibrating of a weighted cord does not induce the fish to come within a 
killing distance of rod and line, fish however far off and fine the angler may 
Moulsford.—Two London piscators, in two days, eleven jack, eighteen dozen of 
gudgeon, and twelve brace of perch. Wargrave.—Mr. Grant, with Crampton, has 
done well with barbel and chub, and other visitors, amid the gudgeon and perch, 
have played havoe. Henley.—Mr, Winsdale, in three half-days, forty-one dozen of 
gudgeon and four perch. Aston.—Mr, Askew, one jack, and other anglers fairly 
well with roach, chub, and ‘barbel, one of the barbel scaling 10lb. Medmenham,— 
Bob Young, gudgeon in galore, of goodly size. Hurley.—Mr. Fletcher, with Coster, 
twenty-four dozen gudgeon and twelve brace of perch. Messrs. Groves and Rodwell, 
a pretty miscellaneous basket of gudgeon, roach,and perch. Bourne End.—A gentle- 
man, with D. Brown, one bream, 6lb., and Messrs. George and Mills forty roach, 201b., 
Marlow.—Mr. Davenport, 28lb. of barbel, and Capt. and Mr. Frazer 30lb. of barbel. 
Thursday evening : Weather fine, with wind S.W.; river very bright, but judicious 
fishing and baiting bring success—MARLOW BUZZ. 


Thames (Goring). 
Water very low and clear. Gudgeon biting well. Thirty dozen a day have been 
taken here by one rod. My best two days, a dozen of very good perch and two jack 
(largest jack 41b.), and ten dozen of gudgeon.—_JoHN Rusu, 


Thames (Henley). 

Rain has fallen freely during the last few days, which has improved the fishing to 
some extent, although the fish do not seem to take the bait very kindly. Small jack 
seem to be the only fish that are on feed, with two exceptions only. Perrott, jun., 
out with a patron, hada nice trout, spinning with natural bait; Mr, King took a 
trout of 3lb. with the Alexandra fly.—W. CLISBY. 


Thames (Hurley). 

Of rain we have had a good supply. The fishing condition of the Thames is first- 
class. The water is bright, and the finny can now certainly be obtained. Perch, 
roach, and chub are well on, and with judicious baiting the anglers’ patience is sure 
to be rewarded with good bags. Messrs. Goodge and Mitchell, from the Bell, got 
some fine fish, largest sample going 31b., bulk weight, 25lb. Chub are rising fairly 
well, and we have very large takes of gudgeon, largest being 30 dozen, with two 
rods, and three gentlemen fishing the other morning caught a beautiful trout weigh- 
ing 341b., together with some fine roach, in the new lock weir waters, This morn- 
ing the same party caught a jack weighing close upon 8lb. Thursday was fine, and 
everything that the angler could desire.—H. GROVEs. 


Thames (Monkey Island). 


Fishing prospects are a little better. There have been various takes this last fort- 
night of roach, dace, and barbel, and some very good perch, No doubt, later on, we 
shall have some good roach and perch fishing. Thereare plenty to be seen; but the 
water has been too low and bright to do much with them, and until the weeds 
begin to get dirty and rotten the fish will liein them. My son, with Lady Wilton, 
various days this last fortnight, has had very fair sport amongst the dace, barbel, 
and roach. A gentleman staying in my hotel got a very nice barbel, 541b, and some 
fine perch. The same gentleman, with a lady, fifteen barbel in one day ; they ran 
small, but most of them takeable. The next day, the lady out with myself, nine 
barbel and two chub, the largest barbel 431b., and one jack just upon 4lb. We are 
going to bait the barbel well to-day (Thursday), and I hope to give a good report 
next week, as there is no expense spared for worms, which are supplied by Mr. Wells, 
of Nottingham. I consider the Nottingham worms far better than those in our 
neighbourhood, as they come much brighter and cleaner than we can get them here. 
I heard of a good take of barbel in the Bray Weir on the 7th inst., but I do not know 
the particulars. H. Wilder has been down two days’ fishing opposite the Island, and 
has caught a great quantity of fish, but most of them running very small, I will 
say more about them next week.—R. PALMER, SEN. 


Thames (Walton). 


There has really been so little to talk about in this neighbourhood lately, from a 
piscatorial point of view, that I have preferred to exhibit the larger wisdom of 
silence. Norhas the last week brought about any improvement in ‘either the con- 
dition of the water, or the character of the angling therein. Hverything remains, 
therefore, in the ‘as you were”’ stage. The water is low, and intensely bright, and 
full, besides, of weeds and aquatic vermin. The fish, as a consequence, are as “done” 
as they possibly can be. Nothing is biting, save roach and dace, and those at the 
last thing at night, saving always, and excepting gudgeon, which may be had in any 
quantity. Until we get some rain, and plenty of it, itis simply qualifying for a 
straight waistcoat to attempt to go after barbel ; while bream-fishing, with any hope 
of success, is highly dangerous toa person of bilious or excitable temperament. Jacking 
is likely to produce jaundice, and chubbing cholera, so that I would strongly advise 
intending visitors to “ bide a wee,” and wait at least until the threatening rain-clouds 
have discharged their watery cargoes. All that can be spoken about in the shape of 
“catches,” has been a few of the singularly bulky “ bags” that came under the head 
of “ dozens,” and which invariably mean a “ fry,” more or less small, generally more 
so. I except the single instance of some bank fishers fishing in the Sule, who are 
said to have taken something like 301b. of fish each. But they fished all night, and 
this identical night-fishing is giving rise to grave and serious dissatisfaction amongst 
the punt men, who are obliged to leave off at a stated hour. I do not wonder at it, 
and, in all fairness, most certainly think that the same sauce which is meted out 
to the gander should apply equally certainly to the goose.—J. P. W. 


Thames (Windsor). 


Cooler weather has made but little difference in piscatorial matters here. Barbel 
are very shy and hard to get, the best bag of the week being seven fish, going 
191b. 100z., taken by Mr. Barwell, of the Friendly Anglers, out with Richard Gray, 
Mr. Brewer and friend, of the same society, having 18lb. on the 5th inst. A very 
handsome trout (probably the last of the season, their retention being illegal after 
the 10th inst.) has been taken by Mr. Marsh, of Eton, just below Windsor Bridge. 
Roach, owing to brightness of water, are very shy, but few being taken. The best 
specimen of the week, which I weighed, was one of 11b. 1loz., taken by Mr. Hall, of 
Thames-street, Windsor. Worthy of mention is a miscellaneous bag of sixteen 
dozen, comprising roach, dace, and gudgeon, all taken from one swim in one day by 
Mr, Shorter, of Eton, and Mr. Day, of Slough. Jack still require a deal of searching 
for, and none of any size have been caught ; one angler ran a fine one in Windsor 
weir, which seized a pope he was just on the point of taking out of the water. A 
quantity of rain required to clear off weed and give colour and tone to water ; till it 
comes, ‘ fineand far off” must be the rule-—B. R. BAMBRIDGR, 


Ancholme (Caistor). 


The fishing has been tolerably good during the past week. Some fine bream and 
roach have been taken, and also a sprinkling of pike. During the prevalence of 
warm weather some large bream have been seen disporting at the top of the water. 
Wasp-3zrub, creed wheat, gentles, and paste are now the chief baits. I have only 
heard of one trout being taken on a local beck this week.—TuHomas Forp, - 
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Berwick-on-T weed. 

We have at last got a spate on the Tweed, though not so large as the salmon-net 
fishers would have liked ; however, as this is their last week for the season, they 
must be thankful. Already there has been an improvement in the catches of 
salmon, Some anglers left for Whitadder this morning, but I have not heard what 
success they have had, To-morrow the river will most likely be fining down, and 
so more favourable to the wielders of the rod. At this time of year the catches on 
the Whitadder are small, both in size and quantity. This season a number of the 
fishermen at the various salmon shields have engaged in the catching of eels: as 
these fish are very voracious, especially of spawn, no harm can be done by them 
(the fishermen’s) action ; in fact, it must ke beneficial. There are abundance of 
eels in the higher reaches, which are not much fished. Few of the natives would 
taste an eel at any price, so they are sent to London.—J. J. HIis. 


Chichester. 

We cannot complain here of dearth of sport ; but during the past week the largest 
members of the finny tribe seem indulging in a fast. Few large fish have been 
taken. Ina basket of forty roach and bream the heaviest was 13lb. A pike of 
over 10]b, was taken at the basin on Saturday by Mr. Wright, but was not, I hear, 
in very good condition. A few good roach have been taken from the Ouse ; but 
several anglers have returned fishless. From the Rother I have no news this week, 
or from the Lee Farm Fisheries. Pike are plentiful in both waters, and later on 
should give good sport. A bass of over 10lb. was taken at Clim ping, on the coast, 
on Saturday. The large bass at Brighton Pier seem to have departed ; there is no 
record worthy of notice this week. Weather stormy ; wind south-west.—GEORGE 
F, SALTER, ; 

Colne (Thorney Weir House). 

The weather has been dull and the water a little coloured, but notwithstanding 
some very fine specimen perch have been taken by the following members of the 
club :—Mr. Volck, one perch, weighing 2!lb.; Mr. Burges, one perch, weighing 
2i1b.; Mr. W. H. Wright-Anderson, one perch, weighing 2tlb., also one roach 
weighing 13lb. Unless the weather clears up, and the wind drops a little, there 
will be but little done this week. Mr. Burges, who has just come in from fishing, 
is to be credited with two perch weighing 2}lb., and twelve roach weighing 141b, 


—J. L. MURRAY-SHIRREFF, 
Churnet (Leek). 


Owing to the continued dry weather, there has been very little to report lately ; 
but I am glad to say that during the past week things have greatly improved. In 
the waters of the Working Men’s Fishery the trout fishing has been very good, 
averaging two and three brace for the members who have turned out, the fish being 
chiefly caught with wasp-maggot. On Monday last, Sept. 6th, Mr. J. Furby hooked 
a large fish, with which he had an hour’sexcitement. He had gone down without 
his net, and immediately on hooking the fish it sprang clear out of the water. See- 
ing the size of it, he allowed it to sink again to the bottom, keeping a tight hold of 
his line. No other members of the club being near to assist him until, an hour 
after he first hooked him, Mr. J. Carruthers happened to pass by with his net and 
landed it forhim. On weighing it on his balances it turned the scale at 3lb. The 
following members of the club have had fair baskets during the week: Messrs. J. 
Harris, A. Bayley, M. Foster, J. Pegg, S. Plank, and R. Hill. M. Foster had a brace 
of roach on Sept. 5th, which weighed 11lb. and 120z. respectively. On private waters 
in the district I hear Messrs, J. Broster, A, Crompton, S. Henshaw, and W. 
Shutt have been having very fair sport. I have just heard of the death of Mr. 
Henry Brunt, a gentleman well-known to all anglers of this district. He was a 
keen sportsman as well as fisherman, and it appears caught a chill last Friday after 
an afternoon’s shooting, which has resulted fatally. Always genial and ready to 
help any brother angler, we shall all mourn his loss. He was one of the keenest 
and best fly or bottom fishers in our district ; was always ready to grant permission 
on his waters to his poorer townsmen, and always ready tocrack or take a joke with 
any of them,—CATERPILLAR. 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

The grayling on the lower part of the Dove have risen well to the fly almost 
daily of late, and some good takes have been made, from Rocester downwards par- 
ticularly. Mr. W. Hill Cooper, fishing on Mr. Woodward’s length above Uttoxeter, 
on Thursday, Friday, Saturday last, and on Tuesday this week, took 6, 5, 7, and 94 
brace respectively on the days named. The length of water referred to is an open 
one. It is some four miles in length, and when one wades it affords—especially this 
and next month-~really good sport to the fly-fisher for grayling. No mors than 
four tickets are issued by the proprietor (Mr. Woodward, of Carter-street, Uttoxeter), 
daily. The cost is 2s. 6d. for a day ticket. The length lies a mile or so above Ut- 
toxeter, terminating aboutthat distance below Rocester. Mr. Wm. P. Gibb, fishing 
his own private water adjoining, on Friday last took, between 9.30 a.m. and 1 o’clock, 
ten brace of good fish, 83 brace being grayling and 14 ditto trout. Several of the 
first named scaled close on Ilb. each. After 6.30 in the evening, turning out again, 
Mr. Gibb took 13 brace more fish, bringing up the total for the day to 
113 brace, the most useful fly being an origination of Mr. Gibbs, dubbed 
by that gentleman’s angling friends ‘Gibbs Fancy.” The other flies that have 
done execution in the handsof a number of fishermen are the Silver Dun, General 
Black, and the Primrose Dun. The first-named is a first-best fly for grayling in a 
fine water, being rather a lively combination even fora fancy fly. A trout scaling 
over 4lb. was taken the latter end of last week from near Mayfield with the worm 
—a Stewart worm-tackle being used. The fish was in goodcondition, we hear. The 
largest trout we ever remember being taken in the district was one of 72lb., 
and that was taken from the mill dam on a stream one could stride over 
at Woodeaves. The mill hands had tried to poison, to snatch with striking hooks, 
and to hang with wire ; but in vain. Someone then very unfairly turned the water 
off, and, of course, murdered the monster without any further effort of skill. 


Foster Bros., Ashbourne. F 
Esk (Whitby). 


There have been several heavy showers of rain during the past week, and the river 
looks in prime condition for fishing. The sport, however, has been somewhat indif- 
ferent, probably in a great measure owing to the thunder. The season for fishing 
at sea for salmon with the net closed at the end of last month. Some of the fisher- 
men have been successful; but, as a general rule, the season has not been very 
remunerative. There are again rumours of an agitation for the extension of the 
time allowed for fishing at sea; butthe Conservators continue to be opposed to the 
project, and, seemingly, with very good reason.—J. J. J. 


2 Ilfracombe. 
Sea Fishing. The weather during the past week has been rather unfavourable 


for sea-fishing ; but notwithstanding this, several boating parties have secured fairly - 


good catches of bream, whiting pout, codling, &c. ; in some instances, 35lb. and 401b. 
have been caught by visitors on fishing excursions. The largest catches for the 
week amount to about 300lb. the boat. Weather to-day, squally ; wind, W.S.W.— 


E. CoMER. ee 
Lake District. 


A series of freshes has brought the rivers to good angling condition, and the 
prospects for the coming week are as good as has been the angling of this. In the 
Kent, Mint, and Sprint, good takes of trout have been had almost every day, Mr. 
McGeorge having 16 and 27 trout; Mr. R. Park, 33; and Mr. H. Mamn, 10 and 15, 
upon two occasions respectively. There is abundance of “ feed” on all the streams, 
Owing to the semi-flooded state of the rivers, the nets at the estuaries have done 
nearly nothing ; the takes of sea-fish with rod and line still continue to be good and 
general. There are enormous numbers of morts and sprods now in the rivers. At 
the Waiste, on the Kent, Messrs. G. Atkinson, McDonald, R. B. Lee, Beadle, White- 
head, Bannerman, and Park, have each had good takes of sea-fish. Some nice grilse 
have also been obtained here ; the watchers report no signs of disease—EPHEMERA. 
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Lea (Rye House). 


There has been a little sport these last few days. A gentleman bagged three 
jack weighing 12lb. ; and there have been some roach taken out of the lower water 
with gentles, The water is rather bright.—Wm. CoWELL. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams continue low and clear, and are a little improved since the heavy 
fall of rain which we had in this district at the end of last week. During the 
day the fish have been more on the feed, since the sun does not shine so brightly 
nor the weather so warm. ‘The flies are on the water in good numbers, and some 
nice lots have been taken. Wasp-grub and maggot fishing has been successful in 
the deep water, and occasionally a trout 4lb. weight is landed, but they are fast 
running out of season, though they are sold about the town, and peopl2 buy them, no 
matter what condition they are in. Some coarse fish have been caught from the 
Lugg with the worm, The Pinsley is low ; but few anglers have been on its banks, 
—GWYNNE. 

Leicester. 

The weather has been of the most varied character, at times warm and fine, and 
quickly changing to heavy rains. Several of the nights have been frosty, which 
seems to have been the means of keeping the fish from feeding. Sport all round 
has consequently suffered, being very moderate. In the Leicester town waters the 
angling competition promoted by the Leicester Angling Society was fairly suc- 
cessful; but this interfered with the general fishing during Friday and Saturday, 
and since then but little has been done. What sport has been had this week was 
confined to the canal and the back waters at Aylestone. Roach and perch-fishing 
have been the chief mediums ; but baskets, in the majority of instances, were any- 
thing but large. The district waters have not received much attention this week ; 
the only catch worth recording was one by Mr. H. Pocklington, who secured a nice 
lot of pike, the largest going over 10lb., whilst others were from 5lb, to 7lb. The 
rains have been the means of slightly colouring the waters, which will be all in 
favour of bottom-fishing. The weather of Thursday was fine, with cold winds,— 
ALERT, 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

Since my last report many fishermen. have tried conclusions both with natural 
and artificial baits with varying success. On Saturday, a large number of anglers 
were out below Derby, and in the early part of the day the catches were fairly good, 
consisting for the most part of roach, perch, and dace. The wasp-grub has been 
welltried throughout the week with but poor results. The river was running 
exceedingly low on Saturday and Monday, and was as clear as “ Hollands,” rendering 
sport almost an impossibility. At Darley the water was shallow, and the day being 
hot, several nice trout averaging 60z. were taken under the bushes by dibbing. 
The Duffield length, together with the Hcclesbourne, has been fished 
by members of the club during the week, but nothing particular has 
been done. The preserved waters at Belper have not yielded much sport 
to those favoured with tickets. Many lovers of the gentle art for Derby, Belper, 
&e., have made Ambergate and Whatstandwell their rendezvous,andin the majority 
of cases have returned with empty creels, this being to a great extent accounted for 
by the close atmosphere and the thunder about. Scarcely any fish wére rising on 
Saturday last in these waters, and the few that wereon the rise were only small, Mr. 
Musgrave, who so successfully whips the streams hereabouts, has lately played havoc 
amongst the grayling, having one morning placed to his credit 134 brace. Little can 
be done in the afternoon with the fly here, the morning and evening being the most 
destructive time. The flies tried during the wees have chiefly been Black Gnat, 
Appie Green, Brown Dun, Summer Dun, and the Yellow Willow. Rain has fallen at 
intervals during the week ; but the water is still low. The prospects for the next 
few days are more encouraging, as there is now a fresh on the water.—GRUB. 


Medway (Tunbridge). 
The river is still in good condition, and bream and roach are on the feed at places 
put not what I call biting well; but they should do so, as the weather is b ecoming 
much cooler.—Y& Mepway WATER RAT. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

It being rather dull on the 5th, it was a good day for bream. One party was out 
and landed forty decent fish, but nothing of importance has been done since, for the 
bright weather shows the water too much, and the rough winds are all against fish- 
ing. The water is too bright to do any good only for jack, of which a few have been 
caught, but should a little dull weather set in bream will be on again. A few good 

- roach have been taken with creed wheat. Subscriptions are required for fishing.— 

H, Rout. 

Ordnance Fishery (Sewardstone). 

This water is in capital condition for angling, many of the swims having been 
cleared of roach, and a large quantity of the rushes, &., having been cut out, more 
is being done. There have been several good flushes of water sent down from the 
upper part of the river ; this has stirred the fish (of which there are immense num- 
bers) up. Some splendid roach (several scaling 1lb. each) have been taken by Mr. 

Gordon, who was twice broke away with large fish ; a fine tench of 21b. 6oz. and 
some eels by Mr. Sweasey; 4b. of roach and dace by Mr. W. Garbudt, who was 
twice broke away with large chub. Several otheranglers have met with the same 
misfortune. Jack-fishing commences here on Oct. 1st by season ticket, wheu I hope. 
to report some good takes.—J. C. 8. 

Reservoir (Hlstree). 

Water now in good condition for all-round fishing. On the 2nd inst. a good take 
of roach was had. On the 3rd, some fine roach, weighing 4lb. each. On the 4th, a 
good show of fish of all kinds. On the 5th, some fine tench were caught, some 
weighing 34lb. each. On the 6th, one gentleman had some pretty little jack, some 
weighing 51b. each ; and on the 8th two roach fishermen were out, and caught 931b. 
of nice fish, the heaviest weighing }lb. each. Hope to have more to report next 
week, —G, CHBHSHER. 

Severn (Gloucester). 

What with winds, heavy falls of rain, and a big fresh in the Severn from up 
country, the angler has had no chance of trying his skill. To-day (Thursday) the 
river is rapidly fining down, and I anticipate some good sport with the roach, dace, 
and chub. Angling inthe Berkeley Canal, at the Junction, a local man landed five 
bream, total weight 15lb. In this water the roach are well on the feed. The 
favourite places are the Junction, 8 miles from Gloucester ; Frampton lower bridge, 
10 miles ; Cambridge Arms, 11 miles ; Shepherd’s Patch, 12 miles ; Purton, 14 miles. 
The best way to get to any of the above waters is by steamboat, which leaves Glou- 
cester Docks every morning at eight o’clock, returning in the evening at 6.45. Fares 
for the double journey is—iirst-class, 1s. 6d. ; second-class, 1s. —SINGLE HAIR. 


Tees. 

Up to Tuesday night this river was dead low. A slight fresh made it fishable on 
Wednesday and Thursday ; but I do not hear of any captures. Nothing will be done 
till we have a good flood to clear the river of the moss, &c., which has accumulated 
during the recent dry weather. Salmon have been compelled to keep to deep pools 
for about three weeks, and consequently would not look at the flies of several of the 
more enthusiastic wielders of the greenheart. I hope to have better results for you 
next week,—G. J. S. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme in this part remains in fair order for angling, having improved a little 
since the fall of rain, which we had on Saturday and Sunday. The water keeps 
clear, but low. Fishing has been better since the sun has not been shining so bright, 
and the fish have been sporting at ths fly more freely. The best flies are the Sky 
Blu2 and Red Spinner, and a few nice grayling have been caught. Some good sport 
has been had with the Wasp-grub and maggot in the deep water, and some trout 
(small ones) and rough fish have been killed, Near the Little Hereford quarter 
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some good grayling have been landed with the Red Ant. The Kyre, Rea, and Led- 
wyche are all low, and have had but few visitors this week.—WORCESTER, 


ae Teme (Ludlow). 

This stream is still keeping low, although there have been some very heavy showers 
of rain, accompanied with thunder and lightning, but it has made scarcely any differ- 
ence to the colour of the water. Since the rain the fish have been sporting more 
freely at the fly, and a few nice lots have been caught. The best sport has been had 
bottom-fishing with the Wasp-grub and maggot, and good-sized grayling have been 
taken. Good eels have been landed with the red worm. The Corve, Ledwyche, and 
Onyare low and clear, A few fish taken from the Corve and Clun bottom-fishing.— 


8S. LupDLow. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


Anglers have again mustered in considerable force during the week, and a rise of 
a few inches on Monday and Tuesday set the fish better on the feed. At Shardlow, 
on the latter day, J. Theaker, attending on Mr. ©. Taylor, of Nottingham, caught 
with the maggot 2631b. of handsome roach and dace, and the take was supplemented 
with a second of 23lb. on Wednesday, when the weather was of a very boisterous 
character. At Weston, Mr. E. Goodhead, of Nottingham, has been amongst the 
brrbel with the worm, and three taken by Messrs. Coxon and C. Stokes (Sheffield) in 
one of the lower reaches weighed 153lb., heaviest 5lb. 930z. Bream have been showing 
sport at Weston and Clifton, and some nice lots of chub have fallen a victim to the 
wasp-grub. Creed wheat has again been used with a moderate amount of success 
above Beeston Weir at Barton and Sawley. The extra water soon ran off again, and 
on Thursday most of the barbel swims were again fishable, although, as the weather 
was exceedingly boisterous, not much sport was associated with any of the districts 
round about here.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 

Barbel-fishing has been in full swing since I wrote last in the Shardlow district, 
some good catches having been made ; the Brothers Leake caught 1 cwt. in two days, 
and on Friday 601b. more. Two Derby anglers got a good basket the same day. A 
friend had a salmon from King’s Mills of 7lb. whilst dace fishing ; another Notting- 
ham angler had one, and after three-quarters of an hour lost him in landing, having 
no one to assist him ; it put him insuch a terrible sweat that he gave over fishing for 
the day. On Saturday 1 had two barbel, two jack, two chub, and twenty dace. On 
Monday all the coarse fishermen had a lot of roach and dace. Ihad a nice lot of dace 
in the Colwick water on Monday. Mr. Weston had a good basket of barbel and 
bream.—A. W. 

Trent (Alrewas). 

During the past ten days some heavy bags of fine roach haye been taken, quite a 
number scaling upwards of 1lb. each. A few good grayling have been taken with 
the fly ; but the nights have not been cold enough to make them feed very freely. 
Some good perch have been taken during the past week, and an occasional barbel or 
two, Altogether, the season so far has been very good,— ANON. 


Vyrnwy (Lianymynech). 


There has been a nice flush down the river, which is now in good order,— 


BORDERER. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Still very little doing ; have killed a few odd fish with Fog Black and Brown 
Owl just at the edge of dark during past week. I inclose for publication a report 
which appeared in the Yorkshire Post of September 8th, respecting pollution of the 
Wharfe near Otley. I much regret the decision arrived at, for I am quite certain 
that the time must come eventually when some action will have to be taken—that 
is, if the Otley Club water is to retain its prestige, and Mr. Pratt’s praiseworthy 
efforts to increase the stock of fish are not to be frustrated by the serious pollutions 
to which attention has been repeatedly drawn.—FRANCIS M, WALBRAN. 


Windermere Lake and Tributaries. 

Since writing last, what may be termed the “ busy season » has been upon us with 
tropical splendour, and the fishermen have found but little leisure to ply their nets, 
the attention to visitors being more profitable, and when at their own work are 
exceedingly chary in letting the public into the secrets of their labours. There is 
one thing these men most strenuously persist in denying—which is, that no salmon 
are found in the lake until after the close of the netting season, notwithstanding 
that the reverse has been proved again and again; though, we will allow, they are 
not in large numbers. Two or three weeks ago, as George Robinson (Menses), a 
boatman, was out on the lake with a gentleman, and the latter being desirous of 
purchasing a lake trout, they rowed to some fishermen, who, in reply to an inquiry, 
said they “ had got a very nice lake trout,” and passed it over for inspection, when 
the gentleman, seeing at once that it was a grilse of some 61b. or 71b., passed it back, 
telling them he did not wanta salmon. Netting ceases in the lower waters on the 
15th, after which there will be plenty of salmon in the lake, and eventually sadly 
too many in the breeding streams. It has been a grand time for pike and perch 
fishing, and quantities of the latter have been captured. This sport has been 
temporarily interfered with by the rapid rise of the water; but it has proved 
glorious for rod-fishers in the upper streams since Sunday, when a violent thunder- 
storm brought the rivers out with a rush, and rain fell copiously on Monday. 
Tuesday was fair, but dull, and a number of rods were out in the Troutbeck, and 
we hear of none, even the greatest tyros, but could boast of some one or two- 
pounders, besides hooking that “ whopper,” which got off. Sproat had a good 
basket of 84lb., which he topped on Wednesday by a couple of pounds, Whilst 
writing, we were shown a good trout, 3lb., by Bethom, caught on Wednesday after- 
noon with worm. It rained heavily all day.—W. 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the above rivers are beautifully low and clear, and are in first-class order for 
fly-fishing ; but only small baskets have been the order of the day, with the excep- 
tion of last Saturday, when the fish rose freely,and good baskets of fish (principally 
grayling) were killed. The best takes have been made off the Derwent, Chatsworth 
club water, about Baslow, by Edward Moon, Esq., who has been killing daily from 
six to eight brace of large grayling, with a very small Dun fly. Last Friday I 
went down to Whatstandwell along with three London anglers ; I worked 
hard all day and only killed six small-sized grayling. The fish were 
dead off the feed, although there were great quantities of natural flies 
out on the water, principally Ash Duns, Blacks, and Needle flies, 
The bottom fishermen have done fairly well during the week, mostly by the aid of 
maggots for baits, killing trout, grayling, and coarse fish, There have also been 
several eels killed with wasp grubs while bottom-fishing, one person taking three 
out of one hole, the largest fish weighing 2lb. 60z., smallest fish about 141b, The 
weather is much colder, fly-fishing prospects looking better for both rivers next 
week.—GEORGE JAMES HEATON. 

Yare (Buckenham Ferry). 


Sport here has been moderate, though some have been quite satisfied with their 
catches. Bream are moving, and several of 41b. and upwards have been caught. 
have just this minute been called to look at an eel, weighing upwards of 41b., which 
a fisherman picked up close to Buckenham Ferry, and a bream of over 4lb., which 
the gentleman informs me he caught with white paste ; he also says he had a fight 
with a pike of about 51b., which took a worm on his ledger immediately he threw it 
into the stream. A party of anglers from Norwich whom I met this evening all 
expressed themselves as pleased, and said they had got some good bream, as well as 
roach and perch. Pike are evidently on the move, and the spoon may now come into 
operation with increasing chance of success, and a natural bait must not be despised 
for trailing. On the Bure anglers have met with much the same luck as usual on 
this river, plenty of fish, large numbers small, fewer fair, and few large. Jack are 
affording excellent fun all the way from Coltishall down past Wroxham, Salhouse, 
Horning, and right away to Thurne, Month, and Acle; the spoon seems the most 
killing bait. The wind and weather are now such as ought to insure good angling 
resultsx—ROBERT MOLL, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 

DRUMPRIES AND GALLOWAY. — Last week there was really nothing to report 
regarding angling in the south-west of Scotland, and now I must say that the past 
fortnight has been a total blank. On Sunday we had a tremendous fall of rain— 
liin. in twenty minutes—which swelled the streams and stirred them up to such an 
extent that it will be some time before they present their normal aspect. The rain 
did not cease on Sunday. We have not had one fine day this week, and as I write 
(Thursday night) the rain is still steadily falling. A few have ventured 
out occasionally “between the drops,” as they say; but neither profit 
nor recreation has been their reward save in two solitary instances, where 
a 7b. grilse was taken out of the Annan at Shillahill, and a 23lb. grilse 
persuaded to leave its native element in the romantic district of 
Hightal. The Incky anglers are exceedingly fortunate men, and, all things con- 
sidered, richly deserve their prizs. But there’s a good time coming. To-day is the 
close of the netting season in the Solway, and we may now expect to make the 
acquaintance of some big salmon in the many streams which run to “ fair Solway’s 
swelling tide.” Between this and the 14th of November there will be grand sport, 
unless the times get out of joint, and affairs take a phenomenalturn. Altogether the 
season for netting has hardly reached the average. For a long period after its com- 
mencement few fish were caught in the Annan, Nith,and Urr. During the summer 
grilse and sea-trout were fairly plentiful, and it was only inthe course of the past few 
weeks that salmon were largely caught.’ The Solway is the last netting place in Scotland, 
and epicures who prefer their salmon from Scottish waters, will have to pay pretty 
smartiy for it. There has been a good deal of poaching about here of late, and many 
persons convicted hold tickets granted by the town of Dumfries to “respectable 
persons.” <A bona-fide angler, with a spark of enthusiasm in his soul for his art, will 
hardly recognise as a ‘respectable person” a man who visits our rivers during the 
small hours of the morning with a gaff hook anda small-meshed net in his pocket ; 
and it is to be hoped that free tickets will be refused to those against whom convic- 
tions have been recorded. I trust, also, that our new local association, whose office- 
bearers talk and write so much in condemnation of poaching or illegal fishing, will 
adopt the practical method of showing their displeasure of such practices by re- 
fusing to recognise as members those who have made their appearance before the 
justices of the peace.— B. 

KrrKAIG, LOCHINVER (SUTHERLAND).—Aug, 28, Mr. Piggott, Loch Crogach, 
121b. trout ; Mr. Peel, Loch Beannoch, 101b. trout. Aug. 30, Mr. Piggott, Loch Fewin, 
101b, trout ; Messrs. Booth and Chamers, Loch Crogach, 201b. trout ; Mr. Peel, Little 
Loch Beannoch, 121b. trout. Aug. 31, Messrs. Booth and Chamers, Loch Fewin, 151b. 
trout ; Mr. Peel, Little Loch Beannoch, 16lb. trout; Dr. Oliver C. Shaw, Loch Roe, 
one sea-trout ; Mr. Hobbs, Loch Culag, one grilse, 5lb. Sept. 1, Mr. Piggott, Loch 
Beannoch, 141b. trout ; Messrs. Booth and Chamers, Lochs Roe and Manse, five sea- 
trout, 6slb. Sept. 2, Mr. Peel, Kirkaig, one salmon, 91b., and sea-trout24lb. Sept. 
3, Mr. Peel, Loch Fewin, 121b. trout ; Mr. Rouse Ball, Loch Crogach, 6lb. trout ; Mr. 
Piggott, Loch Beannoch, 131b. trout. Sept. 4, Mr. Hobbs, Kirkaig, two salmon, 151b., 
and 7lb.; Mr, Piggott, Loch Crogach, 1241b. trout.—Grorcse DUNNET. 

LocuAws.—The sultry and calm weather of last week caused a complete suspen- 
sion of all fishing on Lochawe ; but heavy falls of rain have succeeded, and the air 
is now light and crisp, and with a favouring wind good takes of trout and salmon 
are almost a certainty. The following gentlemen, out from the Taycreggan Hoiel, 
Messrs. Wollaston, Cameron, Livisey, Hon. H. Herbert, Col. Wahab, and Drs. Free- 
man and Goodwyn, have taken baskets of trout ranging from 3oz. to 14b. off the hill 
lochs ; the latter weight off Col. Thorp’s private lochs—R. Munro, Taycreggan 
Hotel. 

LocH LEVEN.—COMPETITION FOR THE CHAMPIONSHIP.—This annual competition 
took place on the 2nd inst. The weather was dry and moderate, with a south-west 
wind. The competition was open only to a representative from each of those clubs 
who had held two or more competitions on Loch Leven during the season. The 
number of clubs thus represented was 25, and as the competitors were the champion 
anglers from each of the clubs engaged, great interest was manifested in the result. 
Shortly after six o’clock the baskets were all weighed at the pier, when the cham- 
pion was declared to be Dr. Telfer, of the Dumfermline Club, his basket conta‘ning 
ten trout, weighing 8lb. 120z. The total number of trout caught was 94, weighing 
951b, 140z., the respective takes being as follows :—Amateur, Mr. Wilson, 3lb. 2oz. ; 
Bridge of Allan, Mr. Ure, 2lb. 20z.; Coatbridge, Mr. Conner, llb. 80z. ; Cockburn 
(Edin.). Mr, Younie, 51b. 14oz. ; Clackmannanshire, Mr. Knox, 4lb. 1}0z.: Dunferm- 
line, Dr, Telfer (champion), 8lb. 120z.; Dundee, Mr. Ireland, 41b. loz. ; Dundee 
(West-end), Mr. Campbell, 21b. 120z.; Dundee (Walton), Mr. Peters, 11b.; Edina 
(Edinburgh), Mr. Clark, 31b. loz. ; Kinross-shire, Mr. Fortune, 2Ib. Goz. ; Kirkcaldy, 
Mr, A. Johnstone, 4lb. 7oz.; National, Mr. Spence, 7lb. 6oz. ; Perth, Mr. Malloch, 
2lb, 120z.; Perthshire, Mr. Pople (nil); Pollokshields, Mr. Pringle, 3lb. 7oz. ; 
Stirling, Mr. Melvin, 61b. 130z.; St. Mungo, Mr. Harley, 5lb. 4oz. ; Stenhousemuir, 
Mr, Gair, 21b. 140z.; St. Andrew, Mr. Guthrie, 41b. 5oz. ; Waverley, Mr. Morton, 
41b. 80z.; Walton, Mr. Low, 7lb. ; West of Scotland, Mr. Bowie, 41b. 84oz. ; Western, 
Mr. Steel, 2lb. ; The Wanderers, Mr. Anderson, 11b. 14o0z. 

STENNESS AND HARRAY, ORKNEY.—A series of very high tides about the first of 
last week filled both the Harray and Stenness Lochs, and since no heavy baskets 
have been made, although some very fine fish have been killed. ‘On Monday Mr. 
Burnside, London, had ten trout, weighing 164lb., on Loch Stenness ; on Wednesday 
Mr. Allport, London, had 13lb. in Loch Harray ; on Friday, in the same loch, Dr.and 
Mrs. Rae had 23 trout. A number of very fine sea-trout have been killed on Loch 
Stenness. Mr, Burnside had one weighing 641b. ; a surgeon from Worcestershire had 
one which was only a few ounces off 6l1b.; Mr. Allport had one of 43lb.; and Mr. 
Cowburn had one of 4$1b, An unusual number haye been caught weighing about 
3lb. each. 

TwrED AND TEVIOT.—Since last week we have had a variation of weather—first 
rain, then sunshine; next harvest weather, and then back to pluvial descents. 
Marking back, however, some ten days, we may state that not for many months 
back have the rivers run so low, and so continuously small. Taking this circum- 
stance into consideration, it could not be wondered at that the beds of the streams 
get into a most filthy condition, the bottom of both rivers being very much covered 
with what is known here as “ eel-bed,” and other filthy matter. Angling, therefore, 
was, to all intents and purposes, only a thing in name, and it was not till a week ago 
that any takes came under our notice; and these were two baskets, one 
of which scaled 33lb., and numbered three nice trout ; while the other 
creel boasted a baker’s dozen, and scaled 44lb. On the Tweed, two salmon 
have also been killed lately. One of these, however, had been a very long time in 
the water, and was much discoloured, although by no means a bad fish—good 
enough to “kipper.” On the whole, however, and generally speaking, fishing has 
been about as bad as it really could be; but, what with the late rains and 
also the torrents that we have had to-day, things are looking brighter, 
and the spirits of the angler have risen very much with the downfall of 
the rain. On Sunday last we had a very slizht rise, and on Tuesday both 
rivers were flooded to the extent of 1}ft., which flood was further increased 
to 3ft. on Wednesday night, and to-day (Thyrsday) the water has fallen 
again to 14ft., but to-night we have had a rare good soaking rain, and 
the disciples of Old Izaak are in high glee, foreshadowing in their mind’s eye a 
glorious day or two when the river settles. With such broken weather as we are 
experiencing, these small floods are sure to allow of plenty of fish to get to the 
upper reaches, and as the nets are all off on the 14th (Tuesday), things look pretty 
well in the mean time for a good back-end fishing, both for salmon and trout. The 
tweed net fishings hive by no means done well, and the long drought has told most 
severely on their production. The takes of salmon and grilse are very much below 
the average, while there is only a fair supply of trout. A few large salmon have 
been got, one of 44lb. having been killed on the Meadow Haven Station, while one 
of 38lb. was caught at the Yarrow Station. As nearly all the salmon rivers are 
now closed, prices have risen pretty much lately, and now are—salmon, ls, 84. ; 


grilse, Is. 9d. ; and trout, 1s. 5d. per pound. Same period last year they were 1s. 
per pound all round. The weather to-day is very changeable, with downcast sky, 
and appearance of more rain, with a nasty, choppy wind from the south, veering 
east.—MAXWHEEL, Kelso, Sept. 9th. 

Upny ARMs SEA-TROUT FisHEeRY, RIVER YTHAN, ABERDEENSHIRE.—The past 
week's angling was not satisfactory, only a real good basket being secured now and 
again ; the water was, if anything, rather low, and easterly winds prevailed. Fish 
are very numerous, a fact quite evident ; but they won't now take well, till there’s 
some rain to freshen the water, which has too long continued without any change. 
The nets are now off, so, as is always the case, the first freshet after this time will 
bring in shoals of fine heavy fish from the sea. If good sport is not got very soon, 
the circumstance will be entirely unusual for the season. The following gentlemen 
fished during the week :—John H. A. Whiteley, Esq., The Close, Biggleswade ; 
Herbert Gething, Esq., Belgrave Mansions, London ; 8, Palmer Tebb, Esq., Syden- 
ham ; Major Fagan, Edinburgh, 








CLUB REPORTS. 


We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible, | 


: ANGLING COMPETITION. 

A pegged-down match will take place in the River Medway (between Hast 
Farleigh and Wateringbury) on Oct. 3. Full particulars can be obtained from Mr. 
Edgar 8, Shrubsole, 15, Mill-street, Maidstone. 

ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The committee meeting took place at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, on 
Monday evening, September 6th, the chair being taken at 8.30 by the president, Mr. 
P. Geen. The minutes of the committee me-ting held on the 9th of August were 
read and confirmed. Some time was taken up in the investigation of a charge of 
misuse of a privilege ticket, and the case was adjourned for the production of a 
witness. Pleasanter business by far was to enrol a new society, some members of 
which attended with their rules and all necessary particulars. The new society is 
called the Campbell United, and is held at the Sir Colin Campbell, 
High-road, Kilburn. Mr. W. Noble is the secretary. Several questions 
having been asked, and satisfactory replies given, it was resolved to enrol the new 
club with the Anglers’ Association. The secretary (Mr. Ghurney) stated that we 
have now issued 2,758 privilege tickets, and the cry is “still they come.’ It had 
been decided at a previous meeting that steps should be taken to secure more water 
for the exclusive use of members of the Anglers’ Association. Following this up, 
the secretary caused an advertisement to be inserted in the Essex County Chronicle 
stating our requirements, A reply was received from a gentleman stating he had a 
fishery that he thought would suit, and inviting Mr. Ghurney to inspect it. This 
he did, accompanied by Mr. Field. Their report was of a most satisfactory character, 
and as the place was known to several committeemen present, and the terms were 
of a most liberal description, it was resolved to rent the fishery. This new acqui- 
sition is within 13 miles of Maldon (Essex), and will be strictly preserved. 
Without doubt, it will be one of the finest waters the Association 
possesses. A member of the Izaac Walton, who was travelling a few days ago per 
rail for a day or two’s fishing, discovered, in course of conversation, that his fellow- 
passenger had an angler’s ticket, but did not belong to a club. It seems thata 
member of the Clerkenwell Piscatorials had lent him his privilege card. This 
gentleman was summoned to attend the committee, and, in reply to questions, stated 
he did not know he was doing any harm. It was unanimously decided to forfeit 
his privilege card, and a hearty vote of thanks was tendered to the member of the 
Izaac Walton for the trouble he had taken in the matter. Complaints were made 
as to undersized jack being taken at Hoddesdon, and, after discussion, it was decided 
to write to the offender for an explanation. River Stort Preservation.—Everything 
with respect to this important business is progressing slowly but surely, and the 
Association is sanguine of success eventually. Several other matters of importance 
engaged the attention of the committee until an unusually late hour, the chair not 
being vacated until 11.20. A cordial vote of thanks to the president, whom every- 
one was pleased to see again, brought the mesting to a close.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

NoticE.—On and after September 29th, members holding privilege tickets from 
the Anglers’ Association will be entitled to angle in the private waters of the Guy’s 
Farm, Maldon, about one anda half miles from Maldon Station (Great Eastern 
Railway), which has been rented for the exclusive use of our members, The King’s 
Head fishery is not now rented by the Association. N.B.—Members are earnestly 
requested to close all gates after them.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

EASTERN DISTRICT VISITING List No. 2. 

A return visit was paid to the Star Angling Society on the 8th inst., but, owing to 
some unforeseen circumstances, the meeting was a failure, only seven clubs being re- 
presented ; it was therefore proposed that they should have a complimentary visit, 
date and particulars of which will be announced shortly. The next visit on their 
list will be to the St. John’s Angling Society ; the committee are already arranging 
the programme, so that brother anglers who can favour us with their company will 
be sure to spend an enjoyable evening.—F. THORLING. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Sept. 5th the following members weighed in roach, dace, and bream :—Messrs. 
Medcalf, Farebrother, Moir, and Pedley (a coming member) had a nice show of 
roach. The following meetings will take place :—Quarterly night, Sept. 15th } 
return visit, Central Association, on Monday, Sept. 20th, ; general meeting, Sept. 22nd, 
—J. WORLEDGE. 

BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT UNITED ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The Bird in Hand Club fished their annual contest on Monday last near The 
Chequers at Hopwas. The first prize, a very handsome cup (given by “ My Christian 
Friend”), was won by Mr. Mark Rollason: the second by Mr. Amos Birkin, Eighteen 
prizes were taken out of a total of thirty fishermen. With the exception of the first 
three, the takes were very small. After the contest some good fish were taken ; 
some taken by the brothers Jay being very fine; in fact, the fish were biting very 
freely towards night. Apart from the fishing, we passed a very enjoyable day ; one 
part of the day’s amusement, intituled “The Travelling Clockman,” and the 
“Egyptian Mummy,” performed by the Brothers Heath and Davis being very funny. 


—JOouHN Rowan. 
BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Takings on Sept. 5th :—Mr. Gloster, roach from Woking ; Messrs. Mumford and 
A, Mesure, bream and roach from Amberley. The next contest will take place at 
Woking Broads Meads, pegged down, on Sept. 12th, for four prizes presented by Mr. 
Chas. Newman, to start from Clapham Junction at 8.57, returning by 7.58 from 
Woking. Members are requested to attend next Tuesday to arrange for several new 


matches, 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

It is gratifying to report that the attendance of members and friends at the 
weekly meeting on Friday, the 3rd inst., was decidedly an improvement on the past 
few weeks. Mr. Harry Dunn presided, with Mr. W. L. Innocent in the vice-chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting, cash accounts, and Tyler and Registrar's report 
were submitted, confirmed, and signed. It having come to the knowledge of the 
secretary that the “ Eminent Ally Sloper” was an enthusiastic lover of the “gentle 
art,” he wrote him on behalf of the society asking permission to enrol him as an 
honorary member, in accordance with a rule empowering the committee to enrol 
distinguished anglers. To which he replied, accepting the offer and promising to 
pay an early visit to the society. The “ Hminent” was duly elected with the unani- 
mous approval of the members. Messrs, W. Smith and W. Stonehouse were balloted 
members, and two other gentlemen were nominated. The business of the evening 
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haying concluded, some excellent harmony was rendered by the genmtleen present. 
Itis the intention ef Ye Friars to institute a glee club for pleasant recreation on 
winter evenings, and for that purpose many members and friends have promised 
their talented support. Ye Friars will be pleased to receive the assistance of any 
gentlemen, although non-members, possessing the necessary vocal ability—alto, 
tenor, or bass. Application should be made to the secretary at the club-house, who 
will be pleased to give further information. The weighing-in on the 5th, 6th, and 
7th inst. was far from satisfactory. The non-success has somewhat put Ye Friars 
on their mettle, and it is anticipated that a good show will be recorded in next 
week's report. Messrs. John Smith and Stewart Bryan (Brunswick) request the 
gentlemen who have so liberally supported them with regard to the Keeble Benefit 
Fund to attend the Brunswick Arms on Tuesday next, the 14th inst., for the purpose 
of making finalarrangements. They also take this opportunity to thank the editors 
of the angling press for the publicity given to their announcements, which has 
materially aided their efforts—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Another busy night on Friday; 22 members present. Messrs, W. Wiggs, A. J. 
Alexander, W. G. Ersser,and J. Deplidge were duly balloted for, and Mr. W. J.Staff, 
6, Manor-place, Marsland-road, 8.E., was proposed ; ballot to take place on Friday 
next. Mr. James Smith was again asked to take the chair, with Mr. H. Massey in 
the vice-chair. They accepted, and a hearty vote of thanks was passed to them for 
services last month. We had os visitors the Bros. Jones (S.S.), Mr. Dawes (A.P.), 
Mr. Grant and Son (R.P.), and Mr. Blundell (St. Alban’s). After business was 
finished we had our usual dose of amusement, Messrs. Wertheim, Wiggs, Donaldson, 
Temlett, Alexander, Grant (R.P.), Robbins, Baker, and-Bros. Bryan kept the ball 
rolling till 12 o’clock. It was arranged that we should finish fishing forthe remain- 
ing eight prizes of the 29th August in a go-where-you-please match, punt or bank, 
the three winners on the 29th to be barred, except for Mr. Robbins’s perch prize. 
The arrangement resulted in Mr. Massey, sen., taking Ist prize with two bream, 
5lb. Goz.; Mr. S. Bryan, 2nd, two bream, 21b. 14oz. ; Mr. J. Smith, 3rd, one bream and 
one barbel, 21b. 202. ; Mr. Robbins, 4th, with three roach, lloz.; Mr. Ersser, 5th, two 
dace, 320z.; and Mr. A, Wiggs, 6th, gudgeon, 3}0z. The 7th and perch prize fall 
over to the next series. On the Sthinst. Mr. J. Harvey, 55, Beckwith-street, Hast- 
street, Old Kent-road, was proposed ; ballot to take place Friday. Mr. Salisbury was 
well in among the fish on the 5th, 6th, and 7th, his take on Monday weighing 301b., 
amongst which there were some fine roach weighing 11b., and several dace 31b, Mr. 
Deplidge was at Bourne End two days this week with very poor sport, only four 
jack weighing 13}1b. and several undersized perch falling to his lot. Brother anglers 
please note that the South London United visit comes to us on Sept. 20th, at the 
Brunswick Arms, Brunswick-street, Blackfriars—STEWART BRYAN. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 5th inst. our members fished a match at Twickenham, from punts, for 
three prizes. The successful competitors were :—Mr. Kilsby, Ist; Mr. W. Fowler, 
2nd; Mr, A.J. Bryan, 3rd. The following also weighed-in :—Messrs. Dodson, Fell, 
Rushworth, Frost, Scott, Sherval, Downey, H. C. Bryant, and Conn.—aA. Conn, sec. 
, : CLAPTON. 

fhe ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H.Hall in the chair. 
Minutes of preceding meetings were read and signed, and general business transacted. 
Weighings-in by Messrs. Colls, Hall, and Tidbury ; jack, roach, and dace from the 
Thames. Mr. Thomas had three roach of 120z. each with a fly, amongst others, 
from the Copper Mill stream and the Ferry Boat waters. Mr. Hall had a fine take 
of roach from the Mole, the heaviest scaling 14lb. A letter was read from the secre- 
tary of the South Hackney Angling Society, asking if we would receive a deputation 
from their members on Monday next, requesting our assistance in furthering a proposed 
testimonial to a well-known and highly-respected angler. I was pleased to put the 
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proposition, which was unanimously and very heartily carried. When this is in the 
hands of your readers, I presume we shall be on the warpath at Chelmsford for our 
prize outing. I trust we shall be able to render a good account of our takes. We 
fish for three special prizes given by Messrs. Colls, Kidd, and Binks,—Hmnry Howse, 
hon. sec. 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary fortnightly meeting was held on the 2nd inst.. a very fair number 
of members and some friends being present. Mr. W. Rich was yoted to the chair. 
The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, the secretary an- 
nounced that Mr. Needham, who was balloted for a fortnight since, made the one 
hundred and first member who had been elected into the society since same was first 
established a little over four years ago. This announcement was received with 
cheers, and the chairman stated they had cause to be proud of the success the society 
had achieved. Dr. Bull was elected an honorary member, and Messrs. Bessell and 
Jones as active members. The health of Mr. Bessell, who is a rare Izaak Walton, 
was drank with musical honours. Mr. Stonestreet, who has just returned from 
Persia after an absence of several years, and who has had some very good experience 
of angling in Persian waters, was nominated as an active member, and will be 
balloted for at the next meeting. A match was arranged for, and will take place at 
Waltham on Tuesday, the 28th. Tour prizes will be given by Messrs. J. H. and W. 
Rich, Russell, Hosken, and Pettitt, the first three being for the heaviest and second 
and third weight of all fish (except: pike), and Mr. Pettitt’s prize for 
the largest perch. The Anglers’ Benevolent Box having been passed round the 
room, a vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings.—W. K. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of fish brought to the club on the 5th inst. Mr. Maybury, 
roach ; Mr. Holmes, bream and roach ; Mr. Murphy, dace. On the 7th there wasa 
good attendance of members, and two propositions received. Our yearly distribution 
of prizes takes place on Tuesday next, the 14th inst. The secretary will be at the 
club-house on Saturday and Monday evenings, from 7 p.m., to receive prizes. We 
shall be glad to see all friends on Tuesday evening next.—R. MURPHY. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

W. High, a member of the Hoxton Brothers, and River Lea water-bailiff, is lying 
now in the London Hospital with acute rheumatism. If any brother anglers 
would like to see him, they can at No. 12 bed, George’s Ward, London Hospital.—A 
FRIEND. 

Several of our members were out on the 5th inst. Mr. A. Dean had roach, bream, 
and dace; Messrs. Pledger, Jeffries, and G. Hunt, roach and dace; Mr. G. Lotcho, 
hon. member, showed 13}1b. of nice roach. The distribution of the prizes will be 
postponed till Monday, September 27th.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

GOLDEN BARBREL. 

The following weighed-in fish at the society's headquarters on the 5th inst. :— 
C. Stoner, C. Manley, C. Chapman, C. Harrison, J. Green, M. de Perran, J. Allen, 
C. L. J. Lawford, A. Crow, J. Shaw, J. Trowbridge, E. Henrie. The takes consisted 
of barbel, bream, dace, chub, roach. ‘The total weight amounted to 35lb, Visiting 
this society on the 7th inst., I saw a nice carp about 101b. and some fine bream taken 
by Mr. Bowring. The carp he presented to the society for preservation. Taere was 
also a nice show of dace taken by M. de Perran. A competition will take place on 
the 3rd of October for a series of prizes, a roving commission from Boveney 
Lock to Taplow. Members wishing to take part in it are requested to give in their 
names to the secretary. Among the visitors to this society on this evening I was 
pleased to meet was M. L. Bonvoisin, who looks well and hearty, and the pleasures 
and cares of matrimony sit lightly on his brow. Members and friends will be sorry 
to hear that Mr. G. Hannaford died on the 8th inst. of consumption, at the age of 
41 years.—PIXIe. 
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Trousers. The Inverness Cape being so loose, gives thorozh ventila- 
tion and pertect freedom to the arms of the sportsman, and 
has elastics to put arms through. 


Fishing 
Stockings. 


Fishing 
Socks. 


Fishing 
Brogues. 


Fishing 
Boots. 


Fishing 


KE RRR ES 
MG GI SSS 


N 
SS 





Yj Bags. 
Yy Fishing 
Yj, Rod Cases. 
Fishing 
Coats. 
Fishing 
Capes. 
Fishing 
Hats. 


INDIARUBBER 


FISHING BOOTS, 


With our Celebrated 


FELT SOLES. 


See Fisosnc Gazerre, August 14th, 1886. 





AND 





ERSON, ANDERSON, 


AND ANDERSON, 


INDIARUBBER AND WATERPROOF MANUFACTURERS, 


osnsmse: Oly QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, CITY, LONDON, £.6, ones stss 


CORNER OF 


160 





HULME ELLESMERE ANGLING SOCIETY, MANCHESTER, 

The members of the above club fished their second match this season at Lostock, 
near Northwich, the train leaving central station at 8.50, The muster of members 
was not so good as on former occasions, but sickness unfortunately prevented several 
from being with us. There were six prizes to be competed for. After the call of 
time we adjourned to the Broken Cross Hotel, and after weighing the successful 
competitors were—Ist, Mr. J. Siddy ; 2nd, Mr. J. Hampson; 3rd, Mr. J. Coxon ; 4th, 
Mr. J. Buckley ; 5th, Mr. J. Bethell; 6th, Mr. W. Tweedle. After a pleasant day’s 
outing we reached home at 8.30, Several of our members returned back from Wales 
on Friday last and weighed some good specimens of perch and chub. I might add 
that one of our members on August 22nd found a fishing-rod and umbrella on the 
river bank near the Towns Bridge, Northwich, which the owner can have by giving 
a description of same on application at the club-house, Grey Parrot, Bedford-street, 
Hulme.—T. R., sec. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On Sept. 5th the members fished a roving match for four prizes, which were won 
in the following order :—Mr. Marjason, 91b. 1loz. dace and barbel, 1st ; H. Howard, 
6lb, 120z. roach and dace, 2nd; C. Smart, 5lb. 6oz. roach and dace, 3rd; H, Cann, 
4lb. loz. roach and dace, 4th. The following members also weighed-in: Messrs, 
Spratley, Conroy, and Kohlman, roach and dace ; D. Keep, chub.—C. SMART, see, 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 5th inst. only a few of our members were out. Mr. F. Pain had a very 
nice roach weighing 1lb. 51b., also some dace and perch; Mr. H. Bigsby, roach; Mr. 
R. Clark, barbel, dace, roach, and gudgeon; Mr. North, roach ; Mr. Pyne, roach. 
On the 7th inst. Mr. Stevens weighed-in one barbel. Last Tuesday evening we pro- 
posed three more new members, for which, Iam happy to say, we are in a very 
flourishing state.—R. CLARK, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished for four special prizes on the 5th inst. Mr. G@. Manning 
secured first honours, Mr. B, Crook secend, Mr. W. Mecham third, Mr. H. Auburn 
fourth. The members and friends of the “ Doctor” will be glad to hear of the 
addition to his already grand collection of specimens, which can be seen any even- 
ing at his private residence.—H. B. 

LEICESTER ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A meeting of the members of this society was held in the Mayor's parlour, Old 
Town Hall, on Tuesday night, to distribute the prizes to the successful anglers in 
the competition that took place in the society’s waters between Leicester and 
Aylestone. Mr. E. C. Lings, chairman of the committee, who had charge of the 
match, presided, and their was a good attendance. The prizes, which were ranged 
on the table, consisted of useful fishing tackle and requisites, and a number of other 
valuable articles—W. MAgsor. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 2ud inst. Mr, Greenwood weighed-in perch. On the 4th, Mr. J, Brown, 
one jack, 8lb.630z, On the 5th, Mr. Grindley, jack ; Mr. Ward, jack and perch ; 
Mr. J, Brown, bream—all from the Welsh Harp, Mr. Billings, roach and dace ; Mr, 
Swain, roach and dace, from the Lea, some of the roach going 1lb. and over. Mr, 
Aldis, perch and tench, largest 21b. 10}0z.; Mr. Underwood (hon. member), tench, 
from Elstree—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

OLD GREEN MAN PISCATORIALS (BIRMINGHAM). 

The above society fish their annual contest at Penkridge on Monday next, the 13th 
inst, ; the prizes will be on view on the 12th inst. Any member of the association 
can accompany us by seeing the secretary ou the evening of the 12th__JAmeEs T., 
ALLEN, sec. 

PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Roach competition, Wednesday, Sept. 8th. Mr, Winton showed 301b. 120z. of fish 
from the Hampshire Avon, and won the first prize; Mr. Robinson, 25lb. 7oz. from 
Christchurch (Avon), and took the second prize; Mr. Walker, 141b. 80z. from the 
Avon ; Mr. Harden, 101b. 20z. roach, one chub, and one dace, caught with the fly in 
the Welland, Mr. Sachs fished at Twickenham, but caught no fish that reached 
the standard, Next competition, pike, 13th October, Thames only.—J. L. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The match for three club prizes on the 5th inst. at Weybridge met with the fol- 
lowing result :—Ist, Mr. Gibbs ; 2nd, Mr. Otjen ; 3rd, Mr. Parsons. Mr. G. Stidolph 
had three nice carp from Wimbledon Lake (largest fish 41b. 8302z.), weighing 111b. 8oz. 
The match for the next series (seven prizes) will be fished on the 19th inst., from 
Staines Bridge to Laleham Ferry ; all members leave town by first train. Amongst 
the prizes is one giyen by Mr. Frank Grigg, who, I believe, will be with 
us on this occasion. Members can obtain tickets for the South London match at 
Ware on the 26th inst. from the secretary.—GADFLY. 

PRIDE OF DERBY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This flourishing club held their annual contest on Saturday last in the canal at 
Chellaston, near Derby, by the permission of Sir Vauncey Crewe, Bart. There were 
102 competitors, and the contest lasted one hour and three-quarters. Some excellent 
prizes were given by Mr. Martin, fishing-tackle manufacturer, Messrs. Peach and 
Son, Cadman, and others. The catches were not very heavy. The following took 
the first twelve prizes :—1. J. Heaton; 2, G. Jeffrey ; 3, F. Tunnicliffe ; 4, H. Hall ; 
5,G. Herrod; 6, J. Tomlinson; 7, W. Elliott; 8, W. Toft; 9, G. Hardy; 10, T, 
Hinks; 11, J. Saxton; 12, T. Peet. The following acted as stewards :—Messrs, 
Dawson, Blood, Sculthorpe, Blackburn, Round, Walker, Potter, Townsend, and 
Knight, The weather was fine, and an enjoyable day was spent.—GRUB. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 8th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, when Mr. T, Columbo was elected a member. The following 
members weighed-in on the 5th inst.:—Mr. R. Sharpless, roach, 3lb. 90z.; Mr. 
Piggott, roach and dace, 2lb. }oz. ; Mr. H. Draper, roach, 11b. 1230z. On August 29th, 
Mr. R. Sharpless, roach and gudgeon, 2lb. lloz.; Mr, Piggott, roach, 1b. 830z.— 


C, PIGGOTT, sec. 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 5th inst. there was a nice show of barbel, chub, bream, and roach from the 
Thames, Lea, and the Mole, exhibited by Messrs. C. A. Pocock, J. Smith, and the “Baron.” 
At the meeting held on the 8th inst. Mr, Walker King was proposed as a member. 
Tickets for the South London United competition at Ware on the 26th inst. can now 
be had of the secretary or—PIXIn. 

ROYAL GHORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Messrs. Chart, Holden, A. Hawkins, and Healey weighed-in some splendid roach 
on the 5th inst, Mr. Chart was again out on the 7th inst. with his usual good luck (?) 
among the big roach, and brought home 7lb. 40z. Members wishing to join the 
special outing on the 12th inst. to Bourne End should be under the platform clock 
at 8.30, the train starting from Paddington at 8.40. Plenty of prizes.—S. A, 


HAWKINS. 
SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The competition at Ware on the 5th inst, resulted in Mr, Bradshaw winning the 
first prize, with 61b. 9}0z. roach, eight of which weighed 51b, 1240z,; Mr. Kelly took 
the second, with about 21b. of fish. COrRASUS. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Since my last report only small catches of roach, bream, perch, and carp have 
been weighed-in by Messrs. S. Orrow, T. Harris, T. Gretton, E. Hagger, P. Godfrey, 
and W. Webb. On the 5th, Mr. S. Orrow, 4lb. 1340z. roach; W. Webb, one bream, 
21b. 100z., roach, 6oz.; W. Watkins, 1lb. 1440z. perch and roach, Three prizes, pre- 
sented by Messrs. A. Organ, P. Godfrey, and S. Orrow, willbe fished for at Yalding 
on the 12th. The heaviest gross weight of any kind of fish to take the prizes in rota- 
tion. On the Ist, Messrs, W. Bedford, E. Bedford, and H. Towndrow were elected 
competing members of the above society.—T. GRETTON. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD, 

Several members of the above society had some very nice takes of roach and 
bream. Mr. I, Watts, roach and bream; W. Tyler, bream; H, Tyler, roach and 
bream ; J, Payne, roach and bream ; J, Currans, roachand bream; W, Bathe, roach } 
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Lenney, bleak. Members of the above fish a pegged-down match on the 12th inst. 
at West Drayton for several money prizes.—H. TYLER. 
UNITED BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY (KIDDERMINSTER), 

Our annual contest came off on August 28th, in a pool situated in the picturesque 
park known as Spring Grove, belonging to R. Moat, Esq., distance from Kidder- 
minster two miles, and one from Bewdley, for a splendid assortment of prizes. The 
start was made from the club-house, the Swan Hotel, at 2.30 p.m. ; time for fishing, 
three hours. Arriving on the ground, a photograph of the anglers was taken by 
Mr. T. Ball, of Kidderminster, the ground being staked out the previous evening, 
The competitors then drew for their respective places. The signal being given, forty- 
six lines dropped into the water simultaneously. Some of the anglers stealing a 
march ky dropping ground-bait into the water unobserved were the first to take 
fish—one, being caught red-handed, was disqualified. A few friends from Worcester 
joinedjin the sport, and though taking the opposite side of the pool, were soon busy with 
the others. The fish were very small, and chiefly roach, 1,773 fish being taken, and 
weighing less than 1001b. It would be well if one-half of the fish were taken out 
of the pool, so that the remainder may thrive, the pool being insufficient for such a 
quantity of fish as there are at present in the water. The signal being given to cease 
fishing, the referee commenced to weigh-in, which took a considerable time on 
account of counting the fish belonging to each competitor, so that the numbers 
should agree with what were booked at the finish of the competition. The winners 
were—Mr. J. Brooks (cup and medal), the medal being his own property, Ist; 
Mr. E. Hartiwell, 2nd ; Mr. C. Briggs, 3rd ; Mr. Mossop, 4th ; Mr. Crisp, 5th, Mr. E, 
Earp, 6th ; Mr. T. D. Sheldon, 7th; Mr. H. Gill, 8th, 1202. only separating the Ist 
and 8th, Other valuable prizes. were taken. The weighing being over, we made 
the best of our way to the breaks, which were waiting, and in a little time those 
who thought fit were doing justice to a cold collation which had been provided by 
the worthy host and hostess. Thus a very pleasant half-holiday was spent. Mr, 
Editor, would you please explain what is meant by peg-down? TI cannot make our 
members understand that they must stick to their peg and number, and not shift 
either way.—E. E. 

[Peg-down is just as “E. H.” describes it.—Ep. | 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 
‘i Meeting held at the St. Paul's Tavern, Thursday, Sept. 2nd, Mr. Bayley in the 
chair, several members and friends present. Mr. Crisp had a nice show of roach and 
dace from Walton-on-Thames, Mr. Delhaye also had a nice sample from Egham ; 
Mr. Hibble some very pretty roach from private waters. There was a good amount 
of business disposed of during the evening. A deputation from the South London 
Angling Society attended to challenge the Walworth Waltonians to fish the usual 
annual match for a supper, which challenge was accepted, and after a little discus~ 
sion Pangbourne was selected for the scene of action. The contest will take place 
on the 12th inst. On Thursday last our annual weekly grand outing took place at 
Pangbourne. The water was very bright, and the wind made the water like a sea ; 
but a very pleasant day was spent, and the takes, though not large, had some 
splendid roach anfong them, no other species being taken except by Mr, 
Griffin, viz., a bleak and a dace under size. Mr. Hopkins was first, Mr. Hibble 
second, Mr. Piolaine third, Mr, Allard fourth, Mr. Delhaye fifth, and W. S, Griffin 
sixth.—W. 8S, GRIFFIN, sec. 
WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

The quarterly meeting of the above club took place on Sept. 2, when there wasa 
numerous gathering of the members. Mr, C. R. Stock was re-elected chairman, and 
Mr. A. Peart vice-chair for the ensuing quarter. The hon. secretary, Mr. G. S, Ben- 
ham, placed the accounts of the club before the members, when it was shown that 
the funds of the club were in a highly satisfactory state. Mr, Rogers and Mr, Far- 
man weighed-in some good fish—the former from the Cran, and the latter from the 
tidal waters.—B, 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Our annual excursion took place on Monday last to Sutton-at-Hone, where a first- 
rate dinner was provided by Mr. Brown, of the Ship Inn. Nothing could have 
occurred to make the day more enjoyable, weather, scenery, eatables, and drinkables 
leaving nothing to be desired. A game at cricket occupied the greater part of the 
afternoon ; but, I am bound to say that much more vigour than skill was displayed 
by the majority of the members. Sutton is evidently the place to spend a happy 
day. We had the pleasure of looking at hundreds of trout inthe Darent ; but that 
was ourshare, On Tuesday Mr. Newbury and Mr. Crisp were out up the river, and 
got about 25lb. of roach and dace, and afew barbel. Several other members have 
been out this week ; but their takes have been not up to much, Mr. Dartnall wins 
the roach prize for August.—W. W. ALEXANDER, sec, 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 


SEASIDE. 
Au IMPROVED SERVICE of FAST TRAINS is now RUNNING to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 


Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the~Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST, FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY 
or SATURDAY to TUESDAY TICKETS 


ARE ISSUED BY ALL TRAINS. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE —Excursion Tickets are issned daily by any train from Liver- 
pool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London-fields, &c. Fares, 3s,, 1s. 9d., 1s. 6d. 

For full particulars see Bills, 

London, September, 1886, 


LA 





WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 








JHSSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. 

PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE, 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. 

SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


© 
IMPORTANT TO TOURISTS, ANGLERS, &e., 


VISITING THE 


WEST OF IRELAND. 


The Proprietor of the MOY HOTEL, BALLINA, has much pleasure in announcing 
that he has just now OPENED the 


LOUGH CONN HOTEL 


in connection withthe MOY HOTEL, BALLINA. 


_ The Lough Conn Hotel is the Beautiful Mansion, Gortnor Abbey House, and is picturesquely 
situated ina handsome park of considerable extent, and within two minutes’ walk of the shore of the 
Lough, which is one of the best in Ireland for Salmon and Trout Fishinz. 

All Gues's visiting this Hotel have the privilege of FREE SALMON and TROUT FISHING. 


The Hotel is situated within one mile of Crossmolina, a postal telegraph station, ani six miles of 
Ballina, a terminal station on the Midland Great Western Railway. 
Postal commands delivered at the Hotel daily at8am. 
The great advantage the Lough Conn Hotel possesses will be ob vious to Tourists and other visitors, 
who can proc*ed there direct from the Moy Hotel. 


BOATS and VEHICLES in connection with Hotel for tha asconmodation of visitors ALWAY3 
4 IN READINESS, 
All applications, as to terms, &c., addressed to the Proprietor, 


MOY HOTEL, BALLINA, 


will receive prompt attention. 
Moy Hotel, Ballina, 22nd July, 1886. 


HORNSEA MERE HOTEL, 


EAST YORKSHIRE. 


This Hotel, under the management of Miss DORMER (late of the Royal Hotel, 
Scarborough), is one of the most comfortable in the East Coast, commanding an 
almost uninterrupted view of the German Ocean, with private walk direct to the 
Mere, the magnificent Lake so far-famed for its Pike, Perch, and Roach Fishing, 


Boating, &c. FIRST-CLASS RESTAURANT. 
LAWN AND WINTER TENNIS COURTS, BILLIARDS, &, &e. 


Terms for the Hotel, Boating, Fishing, &c., on application to the 
Manageress. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &«c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Uala:s 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W. H. Smith and 


Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 














TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland 
» Six Months ” as Ae 7) ” evees 


», Three Months ,, > ; 2 2 8 
* 1 © ’ 2 Gs he 33 teste aee eee 
To America and the Continent, the annual subscription, including postage 12 6 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
88, Fieet-street, London, 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A VETERAN FLY-FISHER. 
By H. R. FRANcIS, M.A. 


(Continued from page 16.) 


THE waters on which the fly can be thrown with success are, no 
doubt, much the same as they were “sixty years since.” Two or 
three lakes might, perhaps, be named in wkich the pike, inju- 
diciously introduced, has “ catawampously chawed up” the trout. 
Here and there some slow reaches of a good trout stream have become 
worthless for the fly from the same cause, But, on the other hand, 
there are many lakes in which the trout-fishing has been actually 
improved by the presence of the “fell tyrant of the watery plains.” I quite 
agree with the accomplished author of ‘The Moor and the Loch,” that the 
capture of a fair number—say, from three to six brace—of really handsome 
trout rewards the true sportsman better than a creel filled with the “ finny 
multitude” from some tarn whose population has never been thinned. And for 
rivers and brooks, ‘‘once a trout stream always a trout steam” is generally, if 
not universally, true ; while the gain from stricter preserving, aided by artificial 
breeding, may be fairly set off against the water pollution which grieves the 
angler’s heart in some mining districts, and in the neighbourhood of populous 
towns. But all this, the logical reader will remark, only shows an unaltered 
supply to meet a tenfold demand. Nor does the great improvement in all 
kinds of tackle, of which I may say something’ hereafter, go for much in the 
account, as it does little more than balance that higher education of the 
Salmonide, on which I have before remarked. It is in the comparative accessi- 
bility of the thousand lakes and streams of what we are still permitted to call 
“the United Kingdom” that the fly-fisher now finds a substantial set-off against 
the increased competition in his favourite sport. The iron horse has brought 
about a saving of time, fatigue, and expense in long journeys which only 
veteran sportsmen, who, like “ Nestor,” have marked the disappearance of two 
generations, and are moving in the midst of a third, can fully estimate. This three- 
fold saving is, of course, most notewortby in long expeditions. At the present day, 
if I had a design on some Highland stream or loch, I might start at nine 
on Sunday night, and after a sound sleep in a comfortable carriage, might find 
myself by eight o’clock on Monday at Edinburgh or Glasgow, and after three 
or four hours more be pursuing my sport by lake or river, burn or tarn, in 
Perthshire or Argyleshire. But I well remember the time when I had to wait 
for the Monday night's mail from London, and thought I had done well if I ate 
a late dinner in Edinburgh on Wedf®esday evening, having yet a long journey 
before me ere I could weta line. A week’s holiday would thus yield about a 
day and a half of sport in central Scotland, while Caithness, Sutherland, Ross, 
and Inverness waters were practically out of the reach of anyone not having an 
almost unlimited command of leisure and money. Again, leaving Cambridge for 
North Wales by the early day-coach to Birmingham, and travelling all night to 
Shrewsbury, I was still unable to reach my Welsh fishing-quarters at Bettws-y- 
Coed (then an unfrequented village, though now a general rendezvous for 
artists and anglers) till late on the following evening. The Cantab of to-day 
might accomplish the same journey in the course of the night, and be fishing the 
Machno, Conway, Lledr, Llugwy, or Ogwen after his breakfast the next morning. 
A similar comparison would hold good as to the Londoners fishing in the South- 
West of England or Wales, or the more remote rivers and loughs of Ireland. 
In fact, where distant fishing was in question, the man of scanty leisure and 
slender purse had in my youth to surrender no small portion of his short holiday 
and his limited funds in the mere to and fro; whereas in the present day he 
saves full two-thirds both of time and cost. As I have mentioned the third 
item of fatigue, I may fairly add that the rising generation of fly-fishers can 
hardly conceive what travelling was when we of the old school, 


“Whose winter now 
Draws on, were in our spring.” 


I am not such a “laudator temporis acti me puero” as to allege that the 
British sportsman of to-day is inferior in strength or endurance to his precursor 
fifty years ago. The “record” of athletic feats and competitions, the eager 
pursuit of active sport in every form, and the increasing popularity of athletic 
games, both old and new, unite in refuting such a statement. It is, however, 
true that travelling at the present day is almost luxurious, whereas in my youth 
we had to “rough it” on eur journeys ina style which would now be deemed 
intolerable. We always made it a point of honour, apart from any question of 
economy, to travel outside the mail, and thought little of starting at 8 p.m. for 
a drive al fresco of twenty-four or forty-eight consecutive hours. Travelling 
rugs, such as are now deemed necessary inside a first class railway-carriage, were 
then unknown, and a stout great-coat or cloak was our sole protection against 
the chill of the night, or (what I always found more trying) that of the early 
morning. It was great luck to get the box-seat, where one enjoyed room to 
stretch one’s legs forward at an easy angle and a share of the coachman’s 
capacious apron. There was no doubt much enjoyment in these old-fashioned 
journeys. You saw the country at leisure and to great advantage ; you noticed 
the changing aspects of the landscape— 


“From morn till noon .. . . from noon till dewy eve.” 


You picked up all manner of anecdotes touching persons and places; for the 
two great railway resources, reading and sleep, were, of course, unavailable, and 
a friendly chat with your neighbour “came quite natural.” How enjoyable, 
too, was the occasional hearty meal! How unlike that which employs the ten 
statutory minutes at Swindon! Good was the old “ coach dinner,” with its sub- 
stantial joint, well-fed poultry, and huge apple-pie, not to mention a “ modest 
quencher” of home-brewed. Good, too—perhaps even better relished from its 
aiding your resistance to the first approaches of chill—was the late supper of 
poached eggs and hot coffee, or perchance mulled ale. But best of all was the 
ample breakfast, to which’his long exposure to the night air enabled the traveller 
to do thorough justice. The George Inn at Grantham was then in 
its glory, and it spread such a board for the passengers by half-a- 
dozen different mails as the railway tourist may dream of in his 
easy arm-chair, but will not behold with waking eye, and could but half relish 
if he did. And when you started again after your well-earned meal, washed, 
rested, and refreshed, how you enjoyed the crowning cigar in the brisk morning 
air! But, apart from the enjoyment of such journeys, I cannot but think they 
furnished a healthy training in the endurance of petty hardships, such as would 
scarcely be found in English travelling at the present day, were it not for the 
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growing popularity of “cyclism.” The value of this training I have myself 
again and again recognised on my long and wearisome Australian circuits, often 
performed in extreme heat or through the heaviest sub-tropical rainfall, when I 
seemed to suffer less than younger and stronger men from long exposure and 
scanty rest. But admitting this ‘‘seasoning” process as some set-off against 
the superior comfort of modern travelling, there 1s nothing to counterbalance 
the gain in time due to the railway. And though this gain is most conspicuous 
in long journeys, like the “far cry to Loch Awe,” it is very observable when the 
fly-fisher in one of our great towns, with, perhaps, only a single holiday at his 
disposal, would fain try a trout-stream some forty or fifty miles from the scene 
of his daily work. He can now go and return between six and ten, and have 
ten hours for the water; whereas, in old coaching days, the same excursion 
would have occupied three days, reducible to two by the sacrifice of a night’s 
rest. Even smaller distances used to be a serious obstacle. I remember some- 
where about 1840 sitting up over papers all night to earn a Saturday’s holiday 
at Driffield. I breakfasted at 4.30, drove twenty-three miles in a gig, and was 
on the beck at 8. I fished a long day, basketing nearly two stone of trout, dined 
very late with a friend at the Bell, and started homeward after ten. I kept 
awake till I was well over the bridges. and had left the stream behind me ; but, 
then, what Bully Bottom calls ‘an oxposition of sleep” came upon me, and I 
was some five miles further on my road ere I awoke with a start, to find myself 
in the very pitchiest of darkness. I fact, I was between a very tall hedge with 
overhanging elms on my left, and a broad-wheeled waggon on my right. 

All’s well that ends well. I emerged safely from that ‘pass of fear,” but 
how my nag had steered so far safely, finally avoiding the ponderous wheels, or 
by what happy instinct I had retained the reins, I am still at a loss to guess ; 
but I took care to keep awake for the rest of my journey, which ended about 
1 a.m. 

As I have spoken of the comparative cheapness of travelling to the angler of 
to-day, I ought in fairness to admit that the average expense of his board and 
lodging has increased. In this respect, however, much will depend on the beat 
he takes, and on the extent of his desires in the way of ‘“ creature comforts.” 
Generally speaking, the further he quarters himself from a railway the better 
for his pocket. In summer and early autumn, too, he will do well to avoid the 
regular tourists’ tracks, where a few overgrown hote!s try to make four fat 
months balance eight lean ones. 

I do not expect ever again to fare as well and live as chiefly as I did on my 
first visit to North Wales, when mine hostess of the Cross Keys thought a guinea 
per week a good payment for a bedroom and _ sitting-room looking on the 
beautiful Llugwy above Pont-y-Pair, with capital board, including home-brewed 
cwrw; but doubtless there are yet many cheap retreats for the angler on the 
Scotch border, among the wilder Welsh hills, or in those romantic 

“ Yorkshire dales 
Among the rocks and winding scaurs, 
Where deep and low the hamlets lie 
Beneath their little patch of sky, 
And little lot of stars,”® 


The last spot in which I have myself fared right well at a minimum of cost 
was the little inn at Trentishoe, some 14 miles by a rough but picturesque road 
from Ilfracombe. Mine host was farmer as well as innkeeper, and I record “ for 
self and partner ’—my wife was with me—that we had the best of poultry, eggs, 
bacon, and butter, with super-excellent bread, to say nothing of any number of 
delicious little brook-trout, at a figure so low that I felt ashamed when I paid 
it ; and the fly-fisher who relishes this sort of rustic comfort cannot do better 
than look out for a friendly farmer near some remote trout stream. 

Tt is easy, in these days of agricultural depression, to get boarded and lodged 
in acosy farmhouse, where “the missus” will cater for you, not only cheaply 
and liberally, but with a cheerful alacrity which you may look for in vain ina 
crowded hotel. This hint, of course, refers to places away from great industrial 
centres or fashionable resorts. 

In speaking of modern facilities for fly-fishing, I ought to refer to the great 
increase in the number of angling clubs. Some of these, and notably those of 
the oldest date—in Hants, for instance, or the Hast Riding—are practically 
inaccessible, as far as membership is concerned, to the rank and file of fly-fishers. 
But a day’s fishing even in these is generally obtainable, with a little pains- 
taking, by anyone who comes, like St. Patrick, “of a dacent people.” Happily 
there is no lack of that charity which is said to consist in ‘A. getting B. to do 
something for C.” Be it remarked, however, that in this matter of angling 
privileges such charity is genuine and thankworthy. Of course, if you have 
an intimate friend among the members the question does not arise; but if the 
friend of a member asks for fishing on your behalf he lays himself under an 
obligation in order to gratify you, and perhaps obtain for you what he would 
gladly have had himself. I confess to a nervous shrinking from asking. for 
favours ; but have often reluctantly become a petitioner for others when I would 
not have asked on my ownaccount. In sucha case, therefore, in spite of the 
taunting proverb, C. is truly indebted to A. 

There are, however, plenty of club waters to which occasional access may 
be obtained without difficulty, and where a good hand may still have fair 
hopes of good sport. There are others where a simple half-crown will clear 
the way to the water, or where the guest at a neighbouring inn has the right of 
fishing the streams. 

Any form of puff is out of my line, but for sheer love of the picturesque I cannot 
but mention as examples the hotel at Bakewell, whence you may fish the windings 
of the well-stocked Wye down to Haddon Hall, and that at Rowsley (still nearer 
the same romantic spot), from which you may fish either Wye or Derwent. After 
all, however, much of the fly-fisher’s pleasure lies in finding out these “ happy 
valleys” for himself. Apart from these streams, which a very small silver key 
may open, and from the numerous preserves which may be made accessible by a 
civil note to the proprietor, there is still open to the enterprising angler a wide 
range of really good lakes and streams which he may fish unquestioned— 
notably, in Yorkshire, Devon, Cornwall, Wales (both North and South), the 
North-Western Highlands, Donegal, and the West of Ireland. As this is by no 
means an exhaustive list, and as the districts indicated have in these latter days 


been brought within easy reach of any “ well-girt man,” I think the complaints | 


we hear of ‘“‘ No water to fish” might well be dropped or toned down. Why, 
the pages of the FisH1nG Gazurre bear weekly witness to almost unlimited pos- 
sibilities. The fly-fisher who keeps his eyes and ears open will assuredly find that, 
like Artemus Ward’s escaped tiger, he is “not so much confisticated after all.” 
Even without going far afield, how much a skilful trout-fisher may do on Father 
Thames during a short holiday! But here I find myself in a maze of angling 
memories, which I must explore in a future number. 


(To be continued.) 
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SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 

OF SCOTLAND.—XXIV. 
By W. MURDOCH. ' 
THE KIRKAIG (SUTHERLANDSHIRE). 
(Continued from page 133.) 
THE Kirkaig forms the boundary between the parish of Assynt, in 
Sutherland, and that of Loch Broom, in Cromarty, and in import- 
ance, from an angling point of view, is the second river in the Assynt 
district. In volume it is ordinarily less than the Inver, but its 
water catchment area is of greater extent. It is fed by streams and 
several noted angling lochs, and drains about eighty-one square 
miles of wholly moorland and mountainous country. Its course is 
almost everywhere rapid ; and, although it is a good-yielding river, 
it is rather a late one, the ascent of by far the greater bulk of the fish 
and all the stronger runs taking place between the middle of July 
and the end of September. 

The Kirkaig proper issues from Loch Fewin (/%onn), and flowing westward 
33 miles in a pretty straight line enters the sea (Loch Kirkaig) at the south side 
of Inverkirkaig Bay. It has no tidal stretch, as, except at extremely high 
water, it is wholly above sea level. At a distance somewhat over 2} miles from 
the sea, the further progress of fish up-river is completely checked by a fall. 
Between this fall and the sea there are no fewer than twenty-six named casts, 
ranging in quality from capital to indifferent, but all deserving of the angler’s 
attention when the state of the water exac'ly suits. Tish ascend the Kirkaig 
well at high water during spring tides ; with spates, too, there is often a very 
good run. It is usually, however, at the time of the full flow of the very high 
tides, provided a good volume of river water is entering the bay, that the best 
runs of the season take place. A land breeze is a most important factor in 
bringing the fish inshore. Grilyé and sea-trout, when very plentiful, and the 
river is. too small in volume to induce them to ascend, are occasionally caught 
in the bay by angling. Se 

It is more than probable that the lateness of the Kirkaig as a salmon river 1s 
chiefly due to the fact that till well on in the season the temperature of the 
river is lower than that of the sea. Fish never ascend in great number so long 
as snow in any quantity is lying on the hills. It is, therefore, pretty evident 
that the salt water, warmed as it is by the influence of the Gulf Stream, is 
considerably more to their liking than the icy-cold water of the river. This 
idea seems feasible enough, and as serving to strengthen it, it is only necessary 
to remark that the earlier in the season that the snow disappears the earlier 
the runs of some importance begin. It does not follow, however, that in two 
seasons equally early the runs are alike pronounced, as it so happens that some 
years fish are plentiful on the coast three weeks to a month earlier than usual. 

In fishing the Kirkaig, there is no necessity whatever for wading, as by using 
a rod of no greater dimensions than 16ft. the angler can satisfactorily command 
from the bank every part of each and all of the pools without any laboured 
effort. Scarcely any of the casts exceed 25 yards at the widest part, and 
precious few have an average width from top to bottom of over 20ft. When 
the water is very low the necks of the streams ought always to receive the 
most attention. With the fly well sunk, and not allowed to travel too quickly, 
every inch of the rapid water ought to be carefully fished, On bright days a 
Black or Blue Doctor is as tempting to the fish lying in the streams as any fly 
that can possibly be mounted. The angler should use a very fine salmon gut 
cast, and have out as much line as will enable him to keep a good distance off 
from the water he is fishing. By taking his stand low down on the stones or 
shingle at the water’s edge, well up from the catch, he can play the fly most 
beautifully, and is in no danger of being seen by the fish. 

Although the Kirkaig is undoubtedly less productive nowadays than it was 
at one time, it can still be depended on to give reasonably good sport, condi- 
tions being fairly favourable. It generally fishes best when somewhat flooded, 
or, at any rate, running in pretty strong volume, and the angler’s success is all 
the more certain if the weather happens to be roughish. Seldom, indeed, is the 
river too heavy or discoloured for angling, and, unless it is dead low and the 
weather particularly bright, there is always a fair chance of fish being caught. 
In waters perfect in trim the grilse and salmon fresh from the sea take very 
freely, and with such boldness as io leave no doubt concerning their inten- 
tion. Fly is the nicest, deadliest, and decidedly most popular lure used on the 
Kirkaig. Of the patterns which, if properly used on appropriate occasions, 
seldom fail in their mission, the very best are Jock Scott, Blue Doctor, Black 
Doctor, Wasp, Poinder, and Mrs. Hogg. Possessing a good assortment of 
these patterns, ranging in size from No. 6 up to 2/0—or 3/0 for very heavy 
waters—the angler will be able to fish any and every day during the season with 
a proper size of the fly best suited to the conditions existing. For above 
medium-sized, or high-running, or much-swollen waters the Jock Scott, the 
Wasp, and the Poinder are the best flies; while for waters from medium to 
small Mrs. Hogg, the Blue Doctor, and the Black Doctor are decidedly the 
best—the last-named being a particularly noted killer on dull days late in the 
season. Flies dressed on double irons are condemned in no measured terms by 
the gillies. 

The Kirkaig fish are nicely shaped—deep, thick-set, small-headed—and of 
excellent quality. In weight (reckoning for the whole season) the salmon 
average about 1031b., and the grilse fully 6lb. There is only one really distinct 
“run” during the year, but in that run salmon, grilse, and sea-trout are in- 
cluded. The salmon, unless the season is all the more backward, are usually 
the first to commence ascending. In June—sometimes earlier—drappit fish push 
up, but the river is never stocked to any extent till the month of July, from 
which time onward for fully a couple of months shoals of salmon and grilse 
ascend with almost every spate. The first really good run of the season always 
takes place between the beginning of the last week in June and the end of the 
second week in July. 

The right to the angling belongs exclusively to the Duke of Sutherland, not~ 
withstanding that the left bank of the river is in Coigach, which is part of the 
property of the Duchess of Sutherland. The casts are most conveniently, and, 
as a rule, most easily, fished from the Assynt bank. In July the fishings and 
Loch Inver House, the duke’s West country seat, are generally let together; but 
if no let is effected for that month, the hotel-keeper at Loch Inver has seldom 
any difficulty in arranging for a rod, ‘The river is divided into two beats, a 
rod going to each beat ; and when two gentlemen fish, the understanding is that 
they have to change beats daily, unless they arrange otherwise between them~ 
selves. At no time are more than two rods allowed on the river, and no gentle- 
man is permitted to fish both the beats in one day, even supposing one should 
be unoccupied. The angling during August, September, and October is rented 
by the lessee of Loch Inver Hotel, and the charge per rod is 12s. 6d. a day, 
anglers retaining their fish if they choose. The fee for gillies is 3s. 6d., with 
lunch and flask—the larger the latter the more to the Hielanman’s liking. 
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There is usually a great scramble for a rod, as anglers, “so anxious to take a 
salmon,” are always very numerous at Loch Inver during the flush of the 
tourist season. One should, therefore, if he really means to fish salmon, and 
has no other object in going on holiday to the north-west coast, write to the 
hotel-keeper as long beforehand as possible, and state when and for what length 
of time he wants to be accommodated with a rod’s fishing. The charge is 
reasonable, as, when the river is in ply, two fish usually, three often, and four or 
five at times, fall to one rod in a single day. Hight fish (salmon and grilse) 
have several times been caught in as many hours by one angler ; but such takes 
are neyer got, and but seldom approached, nowadays—a circumstance attribut- 
able in a measure to the fact that so few anglers perseveringly fish the whole 
day long. 





A GLANCE AT THE OLD POOL, AND ANGLING FOR 
TENCH IN STILL WATERS. 


(Concluded from page 66.) 


Angling for Tench: Different Methods.—There are no fewer than five 
different methods of angling for tench, so you cau take your choice: 
(1) with a running line and float in the ordinary style ; (2) with the 
slider float—it will be very convenient to follow this style in all 
places where the water is much deeper than the rod is long, when 
you wish to fish a particular spot, or a spot difficult to get at, and 
where the water is very deep; (3) tight-line fishing, very often per- 
formed witha Learoach-pole or a stiffish canerod, using either a hair or 
gut line, but more often with a long, strong, rather flexible rod, with tackle suffi- 
ciently strong to prevent the fish from taking much liberty ; in fact, when fishing 
places where a great pressure can be put ona good fish without fear of being 
smashed up—when, for instance, you wish to fish certain holes and open spaces 
in and over the weeds ; (4) legering without a float, which will be founda 
very useful plan when you wish to fish a hole or any deep water in the teeth of 
a strong wind—such a wind you will often have to contend with at Hendon, 
when your rod-top is often blown about and bent very much ; (5) legering 
with a float in the manner they do at the Welsh Harp, and other places, for 
bream, &c.—a species of bastard stret-peggirg or semi-legering in still waters, 
if I may be allowed the expression. 

Position of Bait—In following the first three above-mentioned styles, a very 
great difference of opinion seems to exist as to whether it is better to allow the 
bait to be two or three inches off, just touch, or rest on the bottom. I was 
fishing ina peculiar water the other day, when the lessee, in course of conversa- 
tion, said, ‘‘ You should always allow your bait to be three or four inches off 
the bottom” ; but the reason did not appear. Another very experienced angler 
whom I know always allows his bait just to touch the bottom ; whilst a third 
says, “ Always allow the bait (no matter what) to rest well on the bottom” ; 
and taking one occasion with another, I incline to the latter opinion, and for 
two very good reasons—(1) fish have less cause for suspicion than when the 
bait is suspended ; (2) the ground-bait being scattered about the hook bait, the 
fish have more difficulty in detecting the lure, and consequently are more 
easily deceived. I have proved this repeatedly. Again, the bait is easily and 
readily taken. Both roach, barbel, and bream, for instance, sometimes seem 
to prefer taking their food off the bottom—especially the two latter fish—whilst, 
strange to say, tench sometimes prefer to take their food off the ground. 

An Objection.—There is one serious objection when legering with a worm in 
still, dead waters, where there is a vast accumulation of very soft mud or ooze, 
for, adopt what measures you wili, it is all Lombard-street to a china orange 
against your preventing a lively worm burying itself in the soft mud, &c., and 
once out of sight, there is little or no chance of the angler getting a bite ; and 
I cannot help thinking that this is one reason why legering with worms in 
these still and dead waters is so unsuccessful. Carp, for instance, as a rule, are 
taken with either paste or genitles. 

A Digression.—W hilst on the subject of carp, I may mention that your rotund, 
chubby, sleek, top-booted, tobacco-consuming, bibulous Hollander betakes him- 
self to his favourite canal, not 100 miles from Amsterdam—or, say, to the river 
Amstel (which is more like a canal than a river)—ties a bit of string to a piece 
of bamboo about 4ft. long, and witha feather for a float, or a feather pushed 
through a piece of cork, baits his hook (which is large enough to fish for pike) 
with a live shrimp, drops his bait in the open spaces always to be found amongst 
the timber rafts in the river above mentioned, or in a quiet part of his dark, 
peaty, slow, lazy-flowing canal—i.e., when the mills are ‘‘on” (as one might do 
at the docks—the Surrey Commercial for choice), and simply lugs out carp as 
fat, round, sleek, glossy, and chubby as himself. “ Think of that, Master Brook.” 
What an attractive bait for carp your live shrimp must be in that locality, and 
how very accommodating those fish must be. I wonder what your ancient and 


grey-headed carp in some of the strictly-preserved London waters would think 
of such a lure ? 


To proceed, 

Winding up Slack Line-—One great mistake the tyro makes when angling for 
tench in still waters where there is a particularly soft, muddy bottom: he 
will often persist in winding up so much of the line after making the cast that 
he drags the lead or pellet of groundbait two or three feet through the mud, 
and, as far as catching fish is concerned, he might just as well fish in a water- 
butt. I haye been legering in similar waters, and after reeling in I have looked 
at my bait and found both worms and paste completely smothered with black 
mud, or covered with a decayed piece of flag, rush, rotten leaf, weed, &c., as 
black as your hat, and horribly repulsive. When angling for tench in such 
waters it is quite possible for novices and others “not in the know” to fish for 
a whole day where there is plenty of sport to be had without the fish having 
the slightest chance of seeing the bait. A carp, rudd, bream, or tench might 
accidentally run his nose or rub his dorsal fin against the gut and make the line 
shake and tremble, to the great joy of the angler, after patiently waiting for 
some seven or eight hours for such a contingency ; but the trembling would (as 
it very often does) only turn out a delusion and a snare—the whole thing forcibly 
reminding me of what actually took place many years ago at Highgate Ponds. 
One of those peculiar high-crowned, long-coated, hook-nosed, parchment-faced, 
straggling, ancient, and withered anglers—a sort of Signor Riccabocca without 
the “ gaudy umbrella”—one meets with sometimes had been fishing the whole 
day without so much as the semblance of a bite, when all at once the old boy 
suddenly pulled up, and after carefully examining his bait, said aloud, “ Ah, 


v-e-r-y satisfactory—a nibble!” Well, I have spent some very trying days ° 


myself ; but if any human being can bring before my notice a more wonderful 
display of patience than the above, I shall be exceedingly delighted to hear it ; 
but it is just possible that the ancient and withered angler had a better chance 
of obtaining a “knock” than the anglers to whom I refer. 

The Rod.—The rod recommended for carp-fishing in the FisHin¢ GAZETTE 








of July 31st will do admirably for tench-fishing—from 10ft. to 12ft. long, 
light, and flexible, neither too whippy nor too stiff, and with plenty of spring 
and play—I mean, when using a running line. 

Tackle and Line.-—You cannot do better than use one of our best Nottingham 
twist roach-lines—the one eighty yards long for 1s. 8d. will be found a good 
line (Martin, of Newark, is a good man to go to for these lines)—a 3}in. Not- 
tingham reel, and the same tackle we use for dace-fishing with the worm, 
attached to two or three yards of fine but strong gut, with precisely the same 
kind of float—the smaller the float the better—a red-tipped goose-quill, or a 
goose-quill with a red cap. I seldom use caps. 

Line Sinking. —These lines will not sink and drag the float towards the shore 
if rubbed with a bit of suet or deer’s fat ; but should your line sink and persist 
in twisting round the float, attach a tiny pilot of cork on the line about 18in, 
from the float, which will at once put a stop to the nuisance, without interfering 
with the stroke. 

Fine Line.—The finer the line the further you can get out ; in fact, it is 
quite impossible to cast properly with a line that is in the least degree too 
thick. This is one reason why so many anglers fail when trying the Notting- 
ham style, because neither their lines, rods, floats, nor weights suit each other ; 
they either use very fine tackle with a very stiff rod, or great heavy, thick, 
coarse tackle with an extremely whippy one, and very often a rod much too 
long—the result, failure. 

Shots.—The bottom shot should be twelve or fifteen inches from the hook at 
least ; but if you make up your mind to fish dead on the bottom, two small 
shots or a tiny bit of wire artfully placed on the gut about three inches from 
the hook (I prefer a No. 8 or 9 crystal) may then be used. These bottoms 
can be obtained, beautifully got-up and made of either hair or gut, at Mr. 
Sowerbutt’s, 151, Commercial-street, London, E. Those made of hair are 
simply perfect, and marvellously strong. 

Groundbait.—On to this wire or shots carefully squeeze a pellet of ground- 
bait about the size of a walnut; on to this again well squeeze as much fresh, 
clean, dry bran as possible. For some little time the bran keeps flaking off, and 
it proves very attractive to either bream, roach, tench, &c., and it also enables 
you to throw out the smallest float and tackle of the finest description with the 
greatest ease and precision. If the water be at all clear, I prefer using only 
one hook ; but if two hooks are used, the bottom one should most decidedly 
rest on the ground ; then the uppermost hook, which should be two or three 
inches off the bottom, may be baited with gentles, paste, a cowdung bob, or even 
a green pea about half-boiled, but not more. 

Period.—On p. 44 of the Fisu1nc GazeTrE these words are used, which, I 
think, will bear repeating on this occasion :—‘‘ The best period for tench-fishing 
in ponds is from the middle of June to the end of September ; but tench may 
be taken in rivers from September to March, and often are.” 

Also with regard to worms :—‘‘ Bait with a maiden lob, cockspur, or brandling 
worm ; try all three, for sometimes they will take one when they will not look 
at another.” But “ would you be surprised to hear” that they often prefer a 
well-scoured marsh worm to either of the above? 

Another Groundbait.—It is almost impossible to get tench together without 
resorting to groundbait. Mashed potatoes, well mixed with bread and bran, is 
a very good groundbait, and lob-worms cut up pretty small without any mix- 
ture is also a good groundbait, more especially when both wind and water are 
favourable. Sufficient time should be allowed to elapse to give the fish time to get 
over the gorge, and I may here observe that the same remark applies to all 
ground-baiting. On many occasions, what trouble and expense might have 
been saved, and disappointments avoided, if the fish had only been allowed suffi- 
cient time to regain their appetites. Eels, for instance, will make themselves 
sick with an overdose of worms in a summer flood. I advocate dismembering 
the worms, because if you throw them in whole they will either crawl in all 
directions on a hard bottom, or bury themselves in a soft one. The ground- 
bait should be thrown over a space of, say, three or four square yards, and so 
attracting the fish equally on all sides ; and I need scarcely tell you that it is a 
good plan to obtain the exact depth when the baiting takes place. 

Letting out Line.—Give tench plenty of time, and always be prepared to let 
out fifteen or twenty yards of line in an instant, as the first terrific rush of a 
heavy fish when he feels the cold steel is something to remember. Tench differ 
in this respect in different waters ; but, as a rule, he gives plenty of sport, dies 
game, and it is absurd to say that he is a chicken-hearted fish, affording no sport 
to the angler. ay 

Bites.—Tench, as you no doubt know, are very peculiar in their biting, and 
play all sorts of games with the float ; but whether they raise the float half out 
of the water, lay it down flat, make it topple over on its side, so to speak, like a 
drunken man, or make it wag, wag, wag like the tail of a wagtail, I think it is 
better to wait quietly until it calmly sinks or glides away along the surface. 
Carefully lift the rod from the forked stick, and strike gently, with sufficient 
force to send the hook home ; but do not strike as though you had got a run 
when spinning for jack. After the first rush or two, as arule, tench up to 3lb. 
may be kept well in hand ; but always be prepared to give line to @ strong 
lunge, a sharp dive down, or first mad rush, or a good fish will smash you up, 
reel or no reel. You may then laugh at his after-tugs and lunges—I mean, of 
course, when using fine tackle. Dr. Leapingwell, for instance, tells me he has 
seen a clever old angler take tench up to 24lb. in weight in the Thames ona 
single-hair line. 

Colowr.—Though the tench does not possess the magnificent golden glow of 
the carp, the lovely metallic lustre of the rudd, the beautiful burnished silver- 
like appearance of the roach in winter, or the splendid sparkle of a 12o0z. dace, 
the grand golden olive of a 3lb. tench in September, to my fancy, is very beau- 
tiful, because it is unique ; and when compared with the dusky colour of its 
sturdy fins and tail, without doubt this fish may be pronounced a very handsome 
fellow. 

A Blank Day.—t have sat from nine o'clock in the morning until four o’clock 
in the afternoon by the side of one of the most patient old tench-fishers that 
ever lived—seven mortal hours. How many? Not a touch! Not one single 
bob, quiver, shake, wag, knock, nudge, sliding off, rising up, sinking down, or 
falling flat of the tell-tale in all that time, and the place, you may rely upon it, 
well baited and full of tench. As time went on, in sheer desperation, lob, 
maiden lob, brandling, cockspur, marsh, and the red garden-worm were all tried 
in turns, and put on the hook in every possible shape and style, not forgetting 
his celebrated “ragged” bait. Result, nil. Finally, paste and gentles were 
resorted to, with the same result. It was maddening! I will tell you why. 
Old Squire J n, the peppery and terrible (it was fearful to see that man in 
a passion), expected a couple of brace that evening without fail, and at 
6.30 p.m., when the great iron gate leading into the field closed with a tremen- 
dous jarring noise, and the old, dark-featured, weather-beaten shepherd entered 
on his sturdy cob, with a basket on his arm, for the express purpose of trans- 
porting the said tench to the squire, the last words I recollect being said, or 
rather shouted, were ; “It’s all very well for thee, Jarge, my lad; but what 
be I to say ?”. A. 
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SOME YARNS, RUN OFF THE REEL OF LIFE. 


WHEN a boy I remember my pride when I first discovered how to 
angle scientifically for sticklebacks in the “ Pow Burn,” which flows 
by the village of Morningside, near Edinburgh, the village where I 
first saw the light. I had, till then, used a crooked pin ; but finding, 
by experience (!), how I still caught them when the pin was not in 
the fish’s mouth, I tied my worm with a piece of cotton thread by the 
middle (my rod being a willow wand), and deftly putting my lure 
into an opening amongst the weeds, I was rewarded by finding on 
bringing it out that two sticklebacks were “on,” each having 
swallowed his own end of the worm, both face to face. From that hour I could 
double on my opponents, who used hook and pin, and all mine being uninjured, 
lived happily ever after in.a large barrel which lay on its side in our garden, full 
of water. Doubly happy, indeed, if being perpetually fished for and put back 
again was their ideal of real and abiding happiness. : 

I have had many a droll experience since then. I was once fishing on Loch Ure, 
in Perthshire, with a friend, now a magistrate and county gentleman, then, like 
myself, a young fellow not yet in harness. I have by me the old diary still, 
which I kept with the accuracy of a young “ fisher,” to whom everything con- 
nected with angling was of infinite importance. I quote my diary :— _ 

“4 July, 1860.—Fished Lochs Dochart and Ure, with fly. X. Z. killed one, 
141b., which had been previously hooked and run, as we found a piece of gut 
trailing behind out of the vent, the other end being in the mouth—a very 
curious coincidence.” 

I notice that we only got about 7lb. each that day, both fishing from the 
same boat, and, so far as J can recall the circumstance to mind, the end in the 
fish’s mouth had the short gut of the ‘‘dropper” without the fly, which may 
have possibly got dislodged during the run ; but the fact was, and it is beyond 
all doubt, that the fish had been hooked in the mouth and swallowed the casting- 
line—possibly whilst swallowing a small fish or something solid. Had it not 
been true, it never had been recorded in my diary. My friend was, and is, a 
high-minded man, and I never was a fish liar—always despising lying as one of 
the fine arts. It is to myself a puzzle, partly because I do not know the con- 
struction of the viscera of a trout. 

And this experience brings back my youth vividly. I was living in Peeble- 
shire, and followed out my natural instincts by fishing in every possible manner 
for every possible fish. 

One day I was “ Guddling ” trout in a burn, too shallow to catch them with a 
worm. (Anglice, “ tickling trout.”) Suddenly I saw something dart under a 
projecting bank. To take my coat off and roll my sleeves up to the shoulder 

‘was the work of a few moments, and then I lay down prone, and began to 
“Guddle.” I could not feel a trout! In despair I passed my hand into the 
very remotest corner of the shady “hideyhole,” when, lo! it terminated in a 
water-rat’s den, rather wide. ‘Can he have got in here?” thought I; sol 
passed my finger in. I speak the truth—the simple truth—when I say that I 
distinctly felt one of my fingers go right into the open mouth of a water-rat. 
Instantly I withdrew the hand, and then came the boyish love of “a lark.” 

“Tl grab him by the head, and haul him out,” thought I, and, opening two 
fingers and thumb, I cautiously passed them round his head, as I thought, with 
great cunning. 

Have you ever been stung by a wasp, when in fancied security ? If so, you 
know how you draw your hand away; but, “I tell yew, stranger,” it was a 
caution to wasps, the way that ’ere warmint sent his long incisor teeth right 
through the nail of my forefinger ; and itis a matter for speculation, how 
quickly I was on my feet, looking at the bleeding member—beaten/ actually 
beaten, and glad to retire from the hole of a harmless water-rat. It was a 
nasty bite, and—no, not even £5 would have tempted me to try the same thing 
again. 

The burn was an artificial cutting below a mill, with no pools or 
resting-places for trout, and only a few small fellows lurking about, and many 
a house and water-rat indwellers of its steep banks. 

I cannot do better than relate a little story which occurred a good many 
years go, and which I deem in no way incredible, and yet the relation of which 
once provoked mirth at my expense at a friend’s dinner-table. Now, I may not 
be able to boast of astounding performances ; but I have always prided myself 
on my accuracy in all matters relating to angling. The reader can judge for 
himself. 

I was on a visit to my friend ——; king of fishermen, truest of men and of 
friends. One afternoon found me wading in mid-water, at the bottom of 
Crailing Tofts Pool, a few yards below the post where the farmer chained up 
his boat, in the crystal waters of the river Teviot. The pool is still, but towards 
the lower end, as it begins to flow into the stream beyond, has something like 
a good, though still-looking current, which, in wading, causes the water to boil 
gently around your wading stockings. 

It was a sunny day, with a nice bright wind up stream, just the day for 
minnow-fishing in June—or July—in a clear water. Lused my 12ft. “ Forrest ” 
rod, with fine gut anda small minnow. My first throw was right across to and 
under the opposite bank, then I began to draw the line in a kind of semicircle 
across and down the river, the minnow being first thrown above, not below me, 
three, four, or five steady “draws” being sufficient; the cast being repeated 
frequently. I stepped a yard lower to each successive throw. Suddenly I noticed 
a fish follow from under the opposite bank. 

With my rod point close to the water, I made my first “draw.” Then came 
a momentary pause, and the trout turned back. Again the minnow started 
spinning, and again the trout followed, and turned and followed, until, at last, 
the fish was below me, lost to sight. I could only pass my right hand over 
towards my left side, and make one despairing last draw. Still no result ; and 
now I fancied that I saw the fish gleaming near me. I knew that I myself 
must not budge one inch, and yet how could I give further play to the minnow, 
seeing that my right hand was up to and touching my left shoulder! The next 
second I grasped the rod in my /eft hand, giving a poke with the point directly 
up stream, which brought the minnow into the very water bubbling around my 
legs. Then I seemed to see the line grow taut ; and now I rushed backwards 
with all speed to learn the result of my manceuvre. 

To my delight and surprise I had hooked one of the wary Teviot trout— 
hooked it actually amidst the waters which “ boiled ” about my long legs, and it 
proved to be a nice fishof 1jlb. To my thinking there is nothing very unlikely 
in the story, which is absolutely true in all essential particulars, and yet was 
Seis with considerable mirth “across the walnuts and the wine” ata friend’s 

ouse, 
_ To relate a real fishing yarn requires but little of the inventive faculty. I 
was once fishing for trout in the broad, rapid waters of River Tay. I was 
using a small Blue Dun as my tail fly, when a very tiny parr seized it. As I 
was trailing the parr lazily to the side, a trout of half a pound seized and made 
attempts to swallow it. With my 10ft. rod I began to reel in my trout, when 





suddenly a large fish seized the trout, and my reel line paid out to an alarming 
extent. Madly I dashed in to save a break, and slowly recovered the line by 
recling up the slack. Itwasa jack of about 4lb. or 5lb. As he approached me 
and saw who I was (I suppose he must have recognised me), off he went with 
another rush ; and then, oh, horror! I discovered that he had gone, carrying 
away my trout, but still leaving my parr—now dead—dangling at the end of 
the line, and at the far side of a famous salmon “ cast.” 

Crestfallen, I reeled up once more, when, to my amazement, I saw a large 
fish approach my little parr ; and then there was a steady pull down stream, 
altogether irresistible. Away I tumbled in pursuit ; but why weary my readers 
with the oft-told tale? For two mortal hours did I run this fish, wondering 
what size of pike he must be. Splash! flash! out he came, head and shoulders, 
a magnificent Tay salmon of 20lb. I felt my heart in my mouth, but I very 
quickly swallowed it, as the lordly fish had swallowed my parr and the small 
Dun fly thereto attached. 

Down he dived, and out went my reel line ; and then, all of a sudden, some- 
thing seemed to have gone wrong. The salmon had gone out of sight entirely 
Now his motions became quite abnormal. “ What has happened ?” said I, inwardly. 
There was a dead weight going down stream, and now, as we came into a 
shallow, going steadily across. I followed till Iwas up to my waist, and there 
I stood, giving out line as far as my forty yards would permit of my doing. 
At last the gleam of his silver side showed me that he was giving in. Giving 
in? Then how the d l was he going across to the far side? All seemed 
inexplicable. I was nearing the end of my tether, when suddenly out came my 
salmon, dead as a herring, and yet sailing away to the far side, where the wood 
came to the very water's edge. He was gripped in the jaws of a huge dog otter, 
whose head boldly appeared as he entered the thin water on the far side, 
when—bang! There was a frothy mass of foam around the otter’s head, and 
then otter and salmon lay floating in the shallows, lifeless. _ 

Out of the wood came the old keeper, and, rushing into the water, seized both 
otter and salmon, dragging themashore, where he danced with delight. “Eh, 
mon !” he said, “ I’ve tried for that auld thief for mony a day ; but I’m thinkin’ 
he’s killed his last fush noo.” 

We divided the spoil, I claiming the salmon I had fairly hooked and run, he 
the otter he had so skilfully shot. 

Now, if any man doubts the truth of this story, I shall treat him with all 
gentleness, as becomes a lover of “ ye gentyll art.” If he believe it, I shall con- 
sider hima fool. I want merely to show that when I do want to make up a 
good fisherman’s yarn I don’t go fooling around with any of your ordinary 
“common or garden” fisherman’s stories. I'll have one of my own, bearing in 
mind that when you really do tell a yarn about a good bit of fishing, just think 
what you are about, and treat the story as if you were invited to select the size 
of your next fish, and let it be, a thumper / 

The other narratives are strictly true, just as the concluding one is what the 
children would call “A naughty, naughty story.” KE. M. Top. 








NOTES ON THE ROD-FISHING, &c.,. ON SCOTCH RIVERS— 
SPRING AND SUMMER, 1886. 


Tue rod-fishing season of 1886, so far as it has run, has proved on the whole 
moderately good. The results, however, have been rather uneven—not in a single 
river, or in one part only, but in several parts of one and the same river ; and 
while in several rivers of very good repute the angling in spring was notably 
good, in others again of equal if not greater reputation erstwhile, 1t was poor to 
a degree, probably poorer than ever it was known to have been before at the 
same season of the year. 

Tue Spey angling was very—nay, wofully—disappointing. It has been 
falling off visibly for a great many years, but in miserable results the present 
year about crowns all. The total number of fish killed on the best reaches of 
the whole of Spey up to the end of August would be more than liberally 
estimated if put down at 250. Such a yield for such a splendid river is a 
mere trifle. Kor the most part the twisty whipped flies were used this season, 
but next year the Spey fish are to get a look of the natural minnow, as nota 
few anglers strongly believe that this lure will kill better in the strong swift 
streams. 

THE Don.—This early and very fine, but sadly dyke-dammed, badly used, 
river, yielded poorly to the rod, as is now its wont. Its net fishings have, how- 
ever, kept up ; and this alone is proof enough that the Don would still be one 
of the best salmon angling rivers in Scotland were it to receive better treat- 
ment. 

TuE Dkr has not yielded so abundantly to the nets this year as usual. The 
grilse-fishing, with both rod and net, was a comparative failure; the same, 
however, was not the case in regard to the rod-fishing in spring, as all over it 
came up to a good average. In the early part of the season several of the 
reaches about Kincardine O'Neil yielded better than they have done for many 
years, while a little later on some very remarkable sport was obtained on the 
Glen Tanar fishery. Between 4,500 and 5,000 fish have been killed in the Dee 
this season up to the end of July. Ever so many patterns of flies were used, 
but in the upper waters the Dunt was far the deadliest for more than a couple 
of months. The natural minnow was a singular failure, but in June and July 
good sport was got fishing with the prawn. 

THE DrEvERON.—No sport of any account was obtained in the spring, but 
in summer a few grilse were got pretty well up the river. 

Tue BEAULY.+3pring fishing is declining perceptibly, so far as angling is 
concerned, and it was this year very poor in the earlier months. The summer 
angling still continues to keep up to a good standard as sport goes ; and this is 
more than is the case in most rivers, in which the angling in spring is fast fall- 
ing off. 

Tue Brora.—The rod-fishing on this fine river was very good in spring ; 
many beautiful fish of a good size were caught, and the sea (bay) net-fishing 
was attended with much success in June, July, and August, heavy fish from 
20lb. to 301b. being caught at that time in as large numbers as are usual. The 
MacIntyre fly was the best killer. 

Tue HELMSDALE (no netting till May) was fished by the several tenants 
with great success during spring. Among other fine takes, fifteen and sixteen 
respectively were caught by one rod in a day, but this stroke of grand luck fell 
to different anglers. For its size the Helmsdale is at present unquestionably 
the best very early river in Scotland. The flies that suit best are the Helms- 
dale, Improved Helmsdale, and Silver Canary. 

Tue THurso.—-This well-known river was splendidly stocked with fine fish 
during the past spring, and the angling for a time was very superior. The 
previous best record for one day's fishing was broken—a piece of good fortune 
—by sixteen fish falling to Mr. Adam’s rod. Another good year is likely to 
follow, as hitherto one good year has usually been succeeded by another about 
equally good. The fish are now pushing on to the natal waters, 


(To be concluded next week.) 
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TRENT FISHING RIGHTS. 


On September 9 the Nottingham and Notts Angling Association held another 
meeting to consider the question of Trent fishing rights, and passed the follow- 
ing resolutions :—Mr. Farrands proposed, “That this meeting considers that by 
user, prescription, ancient charters, statutes, and grants, the public at Notting- 
ham and at large have a right to fish in the river Trent at any place from the 
hauling path side of the river, and from a boat, and we do hereby resolve that 
Mr. J. E. Norman, of this town, solicitor, shall be instructed to defend the two 
men (Baxter and Withey) who were summoned for fishing in the river Trent at 
Holme Pierrepont, in which water it is alleged that Earl Manvers has the private 
and exclusive right of fishing, and in the event of the justices feeling it their 
duty to convict, they would respectfully ask for a case to be submitted to the 
opinion of a superior court, as, if such conviction takes place, it is for the 
reasons aforesaid bad in law.” He said that in arguing this case out they would 
not be fighting exclusively for Nottingham, for it was almost a national auestion, 
and he was prepared to support the movement. Mr. Goodwin seconded, and 
the motion was carried unanimously. Mr. Heel proposed the second resolution, 
which was, “ That this meeting pledges itself to use every legal endeavour to 
retain the borough’s ancient rights as aforesaid, of fishing in the river Trent, 
and to raise subscriptions for the purpose of obtaining such legal assistance as 
the committee of our association may think proper or be advised.” Mr. Benson 
seconded, and the motion was unanimously agreed to. Mr. Wilkinson sub- 
mitted the third resolution, which was seconded and carried—viz., ‘‘ That this 
meeting hereby requests our committee to appoint a deputation to wait upon 
the Town Council of Nottingham, and to solicit their co-operation with our 
endeavours to retain such ancient rights and privileges, and to dispute the un- 


lawful claims made by riparian owners from time to time.” This concluded the 
business. 
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A NOVEL MATCH-BOX. 


Messrs. Y. Branpon anp Co., 16, Red Lion-squate, London, sends us a most 
ingenious invention in the shape of a patented Combined Match-Box and Cigar- 
Cutter, By simply pushing a slide a lighted match emerges from the box, 





which also holds it in place while you light your pipe ; by pushing the slide 
back the machine is set again, and by simply pushing the slide backwards and 
forwards in this way you can go on lighting matches until you have emptied 
the box. Being flat, it is a very convenient shape for carrying in one’s pocket, 
and we are not surprised to hear that there is a great sale for this useful and 
amusing novelty. In selecting matches for filling the magazine, the inferior 
spluttering sorts should be avoided. 
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VISIT OF THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION TO THE 
STANDARD WORKS, REDDITCH. 


Messrs. 8. ALLCOCK AND Co.'s fishing-tackle works were visited 
by the British Association on September 9. The firm employs 500 
operatives, in addition to those engaged at the branch houses in 
Toronto, and in Murcia, in Spain, where the manufactory for the 
preparation of the silkworm gut used by the firm is established. 
The group of buildings forming the Redditch works consists of some dozen 
separate structures, which, from the nature of the work carried on, are divided 
into a score of various departments. To take first the manufacture of fish- 
hooks, which are here turned out by the million, in sizes ranging from those 
large enough for sharks t» those adapted to the tiniest minnow, of which latter 
hooks about 9,000 weigh loz. No machine will do the best kind of work in this 
department, though for the simplest the work is facilitated by a machine worked 
by girls, by which from 25,000 to 30,000 hooks can be twisted in one day. In 
another series of rooms operatives were at work barbing, pointing, and bending 
a different class of hook for a totally distinct market, the barbing operation 
being done by machinery. When the hooks are complete as to form, other pro- 
cesses, perbaps more important than any which merely give shape, are applied. 

These are principally hardening, tempering blueing, and polishing or japanning. 
These processes were all witnessed by the visitors, as also the various operations 
connected with the manufacture of fishing-rods—from the most expensive and 
finished articles to those retailed at a few pence—floats, reels, and all the other 
paraphernalia of the fisherman. The most interesting work, however, was the 
manufacture of artificial flies, mainly engaged in by girls. Mr. Samuel Allcock 
personally superintended the inspection. 

_ As a memento of the visit, the firm issued a neatly got-up leather-bound card, 
showing specimens of hook-making at various stages, with an account of their 
establishment, which is well known in all parts of the world where fishing- 
tackle is used, 
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PAPER-KNIFE POEMS. 
(By Our Special Book-Marker.) 
“TH SpoRTING FISH OF GREAT BRITAIN.” 


Tf you look in this book, you'll find out all about 

The salmon, the grayling, the perch, and the trout ; 

Of the carp and the barbel you'll read, if you like, 

And the bream, and the roach, and the dace, and the pike. 
CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL will tell you as much as you wish 
Concerning each species of fresh-water fish. 

While their portraits in colours with joy you will hail, 
They’re correct to a fin, and a tint, and a scale | 

Though the work is exhaustive, it never is dry,— 

‘Tis a right pleasant volume for anglers to buy ! 


“NortH Country FLIES.” 


If you fish in the North, I should strongly advise 
You to study the volume called “ North Country, Flies,” 
Well arranged and well written, you soon will admit 
That fishermen all should be grateful to PRiTT! 
With sixty fly-portraits—you'll speedily see— 
How welcome this Second Edition must be? 
— Punch, Sept, 11, 1886, 


NOTES. 


WE regret to hear that, in consequence of being obliged to reside at the seaside, 

Mr. A. J. Little has resigned the chairmanship of the Richmond Piscatorial 

Society, which position he has held with such benefit to the society and satis- 

faction to its members. 
% * © % 

While the society cannot fail to feel the loss of one they hold in such respect 
and esteem, they are fortunate in having secured the services of a gentleman 
under whose guidance the club cannot fail to prosper exceedingly. Ata largely 
attended meeting on Wednesday evening last, Mr. Philip Geen was unanimously 
elected chairman, and accepted the position. With his strong, steady hand at 
the helm, and seconded by such an able hon. sec. as Mr. H. Clifford Taman, we 
shall expect to see this foremost of suburban angling societies continue in- 
creasingly the good work it is doing in river preservation and in other directions. 
ie Geen is not only full of energy himself, but knows how to impart it to 
others. 

” r) * * + 

Mr. T. R. Sachs writes :—“I notice in the prize essay by Mr. Perkin that he 
gives us a dainty morsel to catch bass with—the liver of the ‘ wrasse,’ or there 
called ‘wray,’ an ugly, flat fish with a long tail, &c., &c. Surely, the common 
ray is meant ; wrasse is quite a different fish—by some called ‘rock-tench, I 
shall be at Deal all next week.—Faithfully yours, T. R. Sacus.” 

* % % * * 


Mr. Siegfried Scherer got a barbel of 7lb. when fishing at Richmond railway 
bridge the other day. We like to hear of these takes on the lower reaches, and 
now the netting has been abolished they will become more frequent. 

% ES % % % 


“Wanted, Trout, Perch, Roach, Dace, Bream, and Eels for Stocking Purposes.” 
So runs an advertisement in our columns this week. We should like to know 
where all but the trout are to be got. 

at at * * 

Marsh Lock continues closed, and is likely to be so for some time. The 
result is that the chub between that place and Sonning are taking the fly well, 
being but little frightened by launches. Chub-fishermen should make the most 
of this opportunity. What a delightful place the Thames would be without 
the launches. 

ae Se aid * 5 

We hear of an action between a half-drowned stockbroker and a launch owner, 
which will probably be decided before this reaches our readers, and will, it is 
said, have a by no means pleasant termination for the launch-owner. Details 
next week. 

ae at st a 

Mr. Harry Davis, hon. sec. of the Tournament Committee of the Richmond 
Piscatorial Society, says :—“ That idea of ‘F. R. C. 8.’s’ about placing lines in 
the dressing mixture under the air-pump is simply splendid : the dressing would 
be bound to penetrate right to the centre of the line. Why it has not been 
thought of by line dressers I cannot imagine. It is as simple and efficacious as 
the idea of perforating postage-stamps to render their separation easy.” 

* * a * a 


Another correspondent says : 
‘F.R.C.S.’ ; the air-pump has been used for dressing lines. 
any varnish in the dressing the result will astonish you ?” 

* * * * 


“There is nothing new in the suggestion of 
N.B.—If there is 


* 


Mr. F. Gosden, 5, Park View-terrace, Reading, has some small cases of 
“ otholiths” (brain ivory or ear-bones of fish) for sale, also the jaws of various 
kinds of rare fish. If any of our readers collect these things, they would do 
well to apply to Mr. Gosden. Mr. G. is an experienced pisciculturist ; but 
since the death of the late Duke of Wellington, when the Strathfieldsay fish- 
breeding establishment was given up, Mr. Gosden has been out of employment. 
He understands coarse fish culture as well as that of Salmonide. 

* * * * * 


In the 16th century Philip Il. of Spain paid £1,000 a year for permission to 
fish on the Irish coasts, and the Dutch Government paid £30,000 to Charles IT. 
for a similar privilege. In the 17th century the Swedes were allowed to send a 
hundred boats, and about the same time some three hundred French boats were 
in the habit of fishing off the shores of Kinsale. At the present time boats 
hailing from France, Scotland, England, and the Isle of Man catch the fish which 
should swim into Irish nets, and the sales of which should go along way towards 
restoring prosperity to a poverty-stricken country. Treland, with a coastline of 
2,000 miles, has only 516 first-class fishing boats, with a tonnage of 12,000 tons. 
Scotland and England possess 7,000 boats, with a tonnage of 215,000 tons. Note 
the difference. While in Scotland one in every 75 isa fisherman, in Ireland 
the proportion is only one in every 200. 

* * * * ae 

From time to time there is a talk of something being done to develop the 
Irish fisheries ; but the subject is almost as much neglected in the present day 
as it was in the time of Charles II. There have, indeed, been efforts made by 
philanthropic individuals to improve this state of things, and in the case of the 
Baroness Burdett-Coutts the results have been very satisfactory. Sooner or 
later, Parliament may be induced to continue what the Baroness has com- 
menced. Inthe North of Scotland most of the crofters living at all near the 
sea take part in the great herring fishing industry, and by that means are enabled 
tolive. Inthe West of Ireland the conditions of soil are much the same, while 
the climate is more temperate. The people, however, neglect the fisheries, and 
endeavour to obtain a living on a few acres of land, which, even if they had no 
rent to pay, would be insufficient to support them. The result we all know 
only to well. If these unfortunate people could but obtain nets and boats, with 
the knowledge how to use them, their position would be very different. 

o % o 


Boats and nets can be provided with money, but the requisite knowledge is a 
more difficult matter. Mr. Davis, the parish priest of Baltimore, County Cork, 
who has done much to further the fishing interest in his district, bas always 
found one great obstacle in his path, which is, he writes to a contemporary, 
“the want of even elementary skill or knowledge in- the management of the 
large boats and the recent improved appliances for fishing. As for the attendant 
industries—viz., boat-building, net and sail-making, and other necessary gear— 
we are lamentably deficient. Our boats have been procured from the Isle of 
Man.” ‘The reverend gentleman and some others have stirred themselves to 
remedy this lamentable state of things, with the result that the Government 
have promised a capitation grant when the necessary buildings for a National 
Fishing School have been erected. The site has been given, and £1,800 has 
been subscribed for the purpose. This sum, however, falls far short of what is 
required, and all well-wishers to Ireland are invited to contribute. The school 
being of such national concern, we should think that the expense of erecting it 
should be borne by the nation ; but rather than wait for the Government to be 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Srpr. 18, 1886. 


_ 166 
=== 





converted to our views, we say, Put the shoulder to the wheel, the hand into the 


pocket, and do some real good to the “ distressful counthry.” 
2 a a at 


The school will be situated near Baltimore Harbour ; fishing craft of every 
description will be attached to it. Instructions will be given in net, sail, rope, 
line-making and repairing, and boat-building. Bait grounds will be planted and 

Sir Thomas Brady, the Irish 


Inspector of Fisheries, Dublin Castle, will receive applications. The institution 


cultivated. The boys will also learn navigation. 


a st at as 


is the first of its kind. 


We read in a ‘‘society” paper: “Among other absurdities proposed as a 
means of saving farmers from the inevitable ruin which seems to stand before 


them is the suggestion ‘to breed freshwater fish.’ This is adding insult to 


injury.” 4 3 F 3 

A Yankee fisherman, according to his own account, had a remarkable adven- 
ture with a sturgeon which he hooked in the Pocomoke. He called upon a 
friend to help him land his fish; but the friend, not liking the look of the 
caviare casket, ‘pretended not to hear the appeals for help, and walked off. 
Upon this the gallant angler, being afraid of losing his prize, sprang upon the 
back of the fish, caught it by the gills to keep its head out of water, and with 
kicks and yells drove it ashore. This is nothing to what sometimes happens to 


American anglers. 
* * * * * 

A National Exhibition of Fine Arts will be opened in Venice in April, 1887, 
under the patronage of Her Majesty the Queen of Italy, for which extraordinary 
preparations are being made. English artists residing in Italy can exhibit. 

* * * * * 


At the invitation of the Weardale and Shildon Water Company, some hundreds 
of ladies and gentlemen were conveyed by special train from Darlington to see 
the Waskerley reservoir, of fifty acres, netted. Members of Parliament, 
justices of the peace, doctors, lawyers, bankers, their wives and sweethearts, 
squires of high and low degree—in fact, ‘‘ everybody” was present on this ever- 
memorable occasion. The reservoir was known to contain trout in large 
numbers, and of great size. It was proposed, after stocking other reservoirs, to 
turn the surplus fish caught into the river Wear. An eye-witness of the affair 
gives the following graphic description of it :— 


“On the spot wasa huge tank, full of water, ready to receive the big fish and transfer 
them. There was alsoa gang of labourers, with buckets to carry the fish from the 
nets to the tank, in their own element—all standing pail in hand ready for the 
large draughts which were expected to be hauled up from the depths of the reser- 
voir, About 11 a.m. operations commenced. A net, perhaps fifty or sixty feet long, 
was placed in the narrow part of the reservoir, and was suspended by bladders full 
of air. Then the fishermen proceeded to the west-end of the reservoir, threw in a 
trawl net, hoisted sail, and made towards the other net, thinking to drive the trout 
with their heads through the meshes and have them sticking by their gills, as do 
the herring in sea-fishing. But Mr. Trout is much ’cuter than most of his sea 
brethren, as the fishermen found out. Some experienced anglers gaye him the credit 
of being the slyest fish going, and in respect to Wear trout they are not far wrong, 
After the boat arrived at the end of the herring-net, the fishermen hauled up their 
trawl-net—a process which was closely watched by the hundreds on shore—but 
never a fish was there in it! Then a Member of Parliament, in his shirt sleeves, 
stepped into the other boat, along with a few more big guns,.and in an authoritative 
style gave orders right and left. But the Waskerley trout cared no more for an 
M.P. than they did for the old shepherd living close by. They instinctively made 
tracks when they saw the splashing going on around them, and sought the seclusion 
of deep water. A few more hauls had a similar result. Then the trawl-net was 
abandoned and the herring-net brought into requisition, one end being pulled by a 
boatful of the ‘upper ten,’ and the other by fishermen and keepers. When hauled 
to shore there was a rush to see the big fish ; but never a fish was there! The best 
part of the story, however, remains to be told. When the net was being hauled 
another time, crowds rushed to see the big fish again. A poor, unlucky frog had 
managed to get his foot entangled in the meshes of the net, and was hauled ashore, 
under the eager gaze of a motley crowd. This was the only fish caught the whole 
day. Ifever a mountain laboured and brought forth a mouse, surely it was at 
Waskerley reservoir on this day! If ever a gallows was erected fifty cubits high to 
hang a mouse, surely it was there. A special train was run from Darlington. There 
were hundreds of ladies and gentlemen to witness it. Redcar fishermen with boats, 
trawl-nets, and herring-nets—all to catch poor froggy! ... After spending a long 
day in trawling and netting the reservoir the company dispersed. If our neighbours 
across the Channel had to pay as much for that dainty dish as this particular froggy 
cost, it would cure them of their frog-eating with a vengeance. After seeing the 
last haul I struck right across the moors for Stanhope, among the blooming heather, 
After an hour’s walk I arrived on Crawley Edge. and struck in by the Ashes Quarry, 
where I fell in with two well-known Stanhope anglers, who were engaged in seek- 
ing worms among the heaps of soil. They expected some of the big fish from the 
reservoir coming down the Wear, and they were preparing a bait for them. They 
calculated that the fish would be unsophisticated, and would greedily spring at a 
worm after having been cooped up for years in a place where worms are seldom 
seen, and where they were compelled to resort to cannibalism for subsistence. When 
I told them of the result of the day’s fishing, we had a hearty good laugh together, 
They discovered they were not the only ones that day who had been counting their 
chickens before they were hatched. Their case is no worse than the case of the 
wife of a Stanhope tradesman who had the frying-pan ready against her liege came 
home from the big fishing.” 

* * * * * 

Our readers generally, and especially our contributors, who are frequently 
getting “ proofs” from him, will join us in an expression of deep sympathy 
with our head printer, Mr. Alexander. On Tuesday evening last his wife was 
lifting a paraffin lamp, when it exploded, setting fire to her and to the bed on 
which their youngest child lay. Both Mrs. Alexander and the child died from their 
terrible injuries. It was only after great exertion that Mr. Alexander stifled 
the flames, getting himself severely burnt in doing so. This terribly sad affair 
18 a warning to those who use oil lamps. An almost identical fatality took place 
at Bournemouth the other day, only in that case it was caused by the most 
dangerous practice of endeavouring to extinguish the lamp by blowing down 
the glass tube. We have often thought that in cases of this kind the manu- 
facturer of the lamp ought to be tried for murder. Hardly a week passes but 
some so-called “ accident” takes place, which, with a properly-constructed lamp, 
ought to be impossible. 


PE 





DEATH OF MR. JAMES MAONEE. 


WE regret to say that Mr. James Macnee, of Bohally, Pitlochry, N.B., 
died on the 4th inst. Mr. Macnee was the inventor of the Pike 
Scale Fly, and contributed some interesting and useful articles on 
Scotch tront-fishing to our columns. Mr. Macnee had been an invalid 
for a long time. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
» should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” * 
jand marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible.] 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

, HASTERN District VisITInG List, No. 2. 

The next return visit on the Eastern District Visiting List, No. 2, will take place 
at the St. John’s Angling Society, on Monday, September 27. The committee have 
arranged a very nice programme for this occasion, so that anglers and friends 
favouring us with their company may spend an enjoyable evening.—IF’. THORLING. 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Sept. 20th, 
at 8.30,—R, GHURNEY, sec. : 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening, September 
24th, at 8.30,—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

, AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 12th inst. the following members weighed-in roach :—Messrs, Harding, 
Farebrother, Willis, Medcalf, Lewis, Moir, and Say. The next central return visit 
will take place on Monday, Sept. 20th. Mr, Say will occupy the chair, faced by Mr. 
Partrick. We shall be pleased to see any brother anglers or friends on that occa- 
sion, General meeting, Wednesday, 22nd ; and the annual dinner will take place at 
Mr. Coome’s, the Five Horseshoes, Hoddesdon, Herts, on September 26th,—J, 


WORLEDGE, 
BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Onr members fished a pegged-down match on the 12th inst. at Woking, for prizes 
presented by Mr. Charles Newman, the first being won by Mr. G. Mumford, the 
second by Mr. R. Sewell, and the third by our respected president, seventeen mem- 
bers competing. Mr. J. Johnson having a bream from the same place 41b. 80z. ; Mr. 
W. Excell, from Wraysbury, 41b. 70z. roach and dace, and a gudgeon lfoz, Members 
are requested to attend next Tuesday for important business, 


BRISTOL CENTRAL ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The outcome of the great meeting of anglers held in Bristol in July has been the 
formation of the above association. It is composed of two representatives sent from 
each of the local fishing clubs, and two others representing non-club men. Mr, 
R. D. Frost, of the Bristol United, has been elected chairman; Mr. J. A. Jones, of 
the Spotted Trout, vice-chairman ; Mr. E. B. Villiers, of the Avon and Tributaries, is 
the treasurer ; and Mr. J. W. Cundall, of the Bristol City, is the honorary secretary. 
The association has more particularly in view the protection of the public waters in 
the neighbourhood, and active steps are being taken to effect this and other objects 
peculiarly affecting the welfare and convenience of local anglers in the pursuit of 
their favourite sport. The committee meet every other Friday at the Drawbridge 
Hotel, which has been selected as the head-quarters.—J. W. CUNDALL, hon. sec. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meetinz last Friday was well-attended, 22 members being~present. Messrs, 
Flowers and King (R.P.) and Bob Cassidy (Irish Comedian) paid us a visit. Mr. J, 
Staff was duly elected a member. Two more gentlemen were proposed as members 
—viz,, Mr. J. Moncor, 9, Clifton-street, Stainsby-road, Poplar, and Mr. ©. Brooke, 5, 
York-terrace, Astbury-road, Peckham, ballot to take place Friday. Business being 
finished at 10 o’clock, we had some good songs from Messrs. King and Flowers (R.P.), 
Bob Cassidy, Robbins, Donaldson, Alexander, Ersser, Temlett, Cole, and Bros, Bryan. 
We spent a very pleasant evening, winding up with the “ Anglers’ Chorus” at 12.15. 
We had a poor show of fish on the 11th inst., most of the best members coming in 
with a blank. The weighers in were—Mr. Massey, jun., 3lb. 20z.; Mr. Ersser, 
2lb. 1002. ; Mr. Robbins, 2lb, 50z.; Mr. W. Wiggs, llb. 40z.; Mr. S. Bryan, 130z. ; and 
Mr. H. Bryan, 60z. Members, do not forget the ladies’ night is on the 17th. The 
South London United Visit to us takes place on Monday next, Sept. 20th. All clubs 
on the list have been communicated with. We anticipate good support, and have 
made suitable arrangements. We shall commence at 8.30, roll to be called at 11 
sharp. My only wish is that everyone will enjoy themselves. It won’t be my fault 
if they don’t. The committee have decided only to return the yisit to those that 
support us on Monday.—STEWART BRYAN, hon. sec. 


CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS, 

Since my last report the trays at the above club have been well filled with roach, 
dave, gudgeon, perch, jack, and bream, principally contributed by Messrs, Clark, 
Curson, Goss, Grimaldi, and Garratt, the best fish, a bream, scaling 5:b. 5oz., falling 
to the rod of the last-named gentleman, which has been duly forwarded to Mr, Lan- 
caster for preservation.—J ACKO. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The first competition this season took place on Thursday, Sept. 9th. The prize 
was given by Mr. Sydney Clark for the gross weight of roach and dace taken be- 
tween Cookham Lock and Bray Lock between the hours of 10 am. and7 p.m, 
Messrs. C, Millbourn, E, Bond, G. Reeves, G. R. Reeves, F. E. Longley, C. Brown, J. 
Seigenberg, jun., W. Perry, W. Hodgkinson, and T. Roebuck competed. The fish 
weighed in were as follows :—Mr. Longley, 2lb. 1440z. ; Mr. Bond, 2Ib. 1330z.; Mr. 
G. Reeves, 2lb. 330z.; Mr. Seigenberg, 1lb. 12}0z. Mr. Longley was, therefore, 
declared the winner of the prize. The following takes have been weighed in since 
the last report :—Mr. Seigenberg, three bream, 2lb. 2oz. ; thirteen roach, 41b. 2hoz. ; 
one. ditto, 1002. ; one ditto, 9302. ; thirty-four dace, 6lb. 1loz.; one perch, 7oz. Mr. 
G. Reeves, fifteen roach, 6lb. 50z.; five dace, 1540z.; one ditto, 50z. ; one ditto, 30z. 
Mr.\G. R. Reeves, one chub, 1b, 740z. Mr, Millbourn, one perch, 830z, ; one tench, 
lb. lloz.; one roach, ll30z. Mr. Mayman, one bream, 3lb. 7oz.; one ditto, 
2lb,, 1502, one ditto, 2lb. 130z.; one chub, 41b, 100z,; one ditto, 11b. 7oz. ; one rudd, 
1lb, 60z, There still remains forty-six guineas worth of prizes to be fished for. The 
subscription is one guinea per annum.—F. H. LONGLEY. 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a very medium display of fish on the 12th inst, with the exception of a 
specimen chub taken by Mr. Brett from the Thames, and which scaled 5lb. 2}0z. 
This, of course, will be put up. Mr. Granfield weighed in barbel, dace, and bream ; 
Mr. Field, dace and roach ; and Mr. Clarke, roach. One of the members of this 
society, Mr. C. Elliott (well known round about Amberley and district), has taken 
the Star and Garter, Colnbrook, where any of his numerous angling friends will be 
sure of a good glass of grog, and possibly a decent roach swim.—C, 

CLAPTON, 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in the 
chair. The minutes of the preceding meeting were signed, and general business 
transacted. I reported the outing of our society to Chelmsford on Saturday last, 
which, although a thoroughly enjoyable one, was sadly below the mark as regards 
sport, sizeable fish being “few and far between.” The writer could have claimed 
two prizes, but declined to do so, on account of the ridiculously small catch which 
entitled him, Mr. Geo, Colls’s prize for jack was not taken. Mr. Woodhead (hon. 
members not competing) had several fine roach, and many small fry were taken and 
returned to the water. I hear sad accounts of the netting which goes on so con- 
stantly at Chelmsford, 201b, fine roach being offered for sale at the Plough for Is. 6d. | 
Mr. Tregenza weighed-in three handsome perch, heaviest llb. l4oz., a jack of 
3lb. 120z., and 41b. roach, taken at Badder on Friday last, Mr. Tibbatts had a fine 
bag of roach from Hoddesdon, and Mr. Kidd had a good take of roach at Hatfield 
Peverill. The deputation from the South Hackney Angling Society was received 
by us as arranged, Mr. J. Cotterell, secretary, Mr. John Burrow, Mr, Fredk. Webb, 
and Mr, John Seaney being the representatives. A long discussion ensued on the 
subject of the proposed testimonial, which our society were unanimous in cordially 
supporting. We found the representatives “ good men and true” in all respects, and 
they appeared as satisfied with their reception as we were at receiving them. I find 
the jack credited to Mr, J, Wood as from Stone’s water at Sewardstone came from 

‘ 


ee 


a: 


ee OD nr ome a 


mae « 


im. 


—— 


a 


ig a A IF 


wr 





Si PETE ORI nk PIN 





_) 


pa 


gh 


Spr. 18, 1886. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. — 


167 


fe es pee pe ee_rlee 


adjacent waters. At Stone’s jacking only commences on the 1st October. Ialso 
hear that the “little German” has disappeared. A cordial vote of thanks to the 
chairman closed a very pleasant evening.—Hrnry Howss, hon. sec. 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On September 19th our members will fish a match at Harlow in the river Stort 
towards Burnt Mill, for a series of valuable prizes, kindly presented by Messrs. 
Pleasent, Attridge, Liley, and Carlo Grant, of the Rodney Piscatorials. All members 
are allowed to go down as they like; but the match is to be peg-down, from 
10 o'clock in the morning till 5.30 in the evening, when I hope to see a good 
muster, likewise plenty of sport.—W. H. BuRWASH, sec. 

DARLINGTON SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

By the kind permission of Sir John Lawson, Bart., the Silver Trout Anglers’ 
Association, Darlington, held their first contest at Catterick on Saturday. Owing to 
the unfavourable state of the water large baskets were not made, but a most enjoy- 
able day was spent, and on returning to Darlington the members assembled at their 
clubroom, when the prizes were presented by their president in the following order :— 
1st prize, C. Gillam, J. Ayton, G. Moses, W. Cockburn, E. Farrow, F. Hall, F. Temple, 
1, Hindle, J. Wilson, T. Watson, I’. Varey, J. Timms, J. Robson, T. Johnson, T. Lloyd, 
J. BE. Taylor, T. Hooper ; a special prize for the heaviest fish being won by G. Moses. 
A yote of thanks was passed to Sir John Lawson, Bart., and also to those ladies and 
gentlemen who had sent several additional prizes. 

EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above club have been having some fine shows of roach from the Lea. On the 
12th inst. Mr. Foster headed the list with 22lb., Messrs. Smyth, Warner, Gray, and 
Tracey all having takes. The latter gentleman takes Mr. Gray’s prize for specimen 
fish with a roach 1lb. 6oz. Mr. Collyer also had a fine jack. Altogether we had 
not enough trays to lay the fish out.—J. GRAY. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 
& Our distribution of prizes took place on the 14th inst., and was a grand success, 
there being close upon £100 worth of prizes distributed to the winners, the most 
fortunate being Messrs. Bell, Devon, Maybury, Gadbury, J. Smith, E. Pluckrose, G. 
Vezey, J. Pluckrose, &c. About 40 members received prizes. After the prizes were 
given up, Mr. H. J. Tibbatts, being chairman, made an appeal to members for prizes 
for the coming year, and most heartily it was responded to ; at the finish close on 
£60 was booked by the chairman, and many more to come; in fact it was the most 
successful night we ever had, and mainly owing to the energy of our esteemed 
chairman. I hope the members will muster in strong force on Tuesday next, as 
there is business of great importance to be brought on.—R. MurpPHY. 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

An unusually full and interesting gathering of the above took place on Tuesday 
last, Mr. Taylor in the chair, After the usual routine business, a suggestion to have 
an outing of the members was discussed, and it was resolved to decide the place 
and date on Tuesday next, the 21st inst., when all members are specially invited, 
the undersigned acting for the secretary being requested to make certain inquiries 
on the subject. A long and important discussion then ensued as to the advisability 
of appointing two hon. secs., and eventually two gentlemen then. present promised 
to state on the 28th inst. whether they would offer themselves for these positions. 
It may be as well to state here that the present secretary has fulfilled all the duties 
of the office in a most commendable manner, and deserves the thanks of every 
member of the society. Aftera very enjoyable evening, a cordial vote of thanks to 
the chairman was passed.—GnEO. CHAMBERS. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society had their annual dinner at the Five Horse Shoes, Hoddesdon, 
on the 5th inst., when a very pleasant day was spent, the members having a beautiful 
drive down, starting from Mr. Maybury’s, fish dealer and tackle manufacturer, next 
door to the club-house—viz., the Dolphin, Church-street, Shoreditch. A good dinner, 
which was done full justice to both by members and friends, and enjoying themselves 
immensely coming home.—C. MILLIE. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 12th inst. Messrs. Pledger and Jeffries had some splendid roach and dace ; 
R. Ghurney a brace of jack. The annual distribution of prizes will take place on 
Monday, Sept. 27th.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 12th inst. several of our members were out. The following weighed-in :— 
Messrs. F. Pain with a very handsome barbel weighing 41b. 50z,, likewise roach, 
chub, and dace; G. Geale, barbel ; BH, Pyne, roach; H. Bigsby, roach ; R. Clark, 
roach, dace, and gudgeon ; W. North, chub; T. Whiteley, roach and gudgeon. 
Members please attend next Tuesday evening to arrange for the competition on the 
30th of this month. The 28th inst. is quarterly night, when all members will oblige 
by attending.—R. CLARK, sec. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 12st inst. our members turned out well; but none of them were rewarded 
with very heavy takes. The best shows were made by Messrs. Gillies, May, and 
Comber, who had roach ; Mr, Bunn, perch ; and Mr, Blackman roach and dace. The 
general complaint was the great number of small fry that were feeding. Three of 
our members, fishing from one punt, had to return about ten dozen, owing to their 
being under size—A. May, hon. sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 
On the 12th inst. the following members weighed-in : Mr. Ward, 


perch, heaviest 
1b. loz. ; Mr. Holman, perch ; 


Mr. Hayes, perch, from the Welsh Harp ; Mr. Aldis, 
perch and roach, from Elstree ; Messrs. Swain and Billings, roach and dace, from 
the Lee. Our outing to Bexmoor takes place on Sept. 26th, when we fisk for six 
prizes.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

OLD GREEN MAN PISCATORIALS (BIRMINGHAM). 

This club fished their annual co_test on Monday last at Penkridge. There were 
35 prizes taken. The first prize was taken by Mr, J. T. Allen, the second by Mr. G. 
Kinder, and the next ten by the following gentlemen in the order named : Messrs. A. 
Davis, W. Taylor, J. Jinks, J. Mason, H. Day, W. Homer, G. Garratt, W. Pegg, Js 
Parker, and C. Evans. The prizes are a very fine lot, and will be handed to their 
respective winners on Wednesday, Sept. 22nd. After the contest we sat down to a 
capital dinner, provided by the host of the Cross Keys, Penkridge, to which ample 
justice was done, and then the members gave themselves up to angling in real 
earnest, and some very good, roach, dace, and bream were taken, Messrs. Heath, 
Jays, Day, Hodghetts, and Haven having very good shows. One of our members (J. 
Foley) had a pike take his plummet, and had a good run with him—in fact, it was 
thought at one time he would land him; but just as he touched the net he blew 
the plummet. A concert followed the fishing ; the singers who most distinguished 
themselves being Messrs. Pegg, W. Taylor, Rose, and BE. Thorn. Mr. S. Duddlestone, 
as usual acted as referee, and gave every satisfaction. We returned to Birmingham 
by 9.30, after a very pleasant and enjoyable day.—J, 'T. ALLEN, sec. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club fish a match on the 19th inst. at Staines, leaving 
Vauxhall at 8'20a.m, On arriving at Staines members will please proceed to F. 
Collyer’s, the Pigeon and Wheat Sheaf, when the members will be photographed. 
Mr. 5. Prichett will attend for that purpose. Mr. Brodie has been doing very well 
amongst the barbel with J. Gray at Windsor—301b. on the 9th. inst. for the second 
time this year. All these fish were disposed of for the benefit of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Fund. I rather think “A,B.” will add very largely to that fund 
before the close of the season. J. Stidolph had another carp from Wimbledon on 
the 12th inst. Next Tuesday will be quarterly night.—GADFLY. 


RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
ELECTION OF Mr, PHILIP GEEN AS CHAIRMAN. 

On Wednesday cvening last the committee of the above society met together to 
solve the difficult problem of finding a gentleman to occupy the position of chairman 
of the society, so ably and so long filled by Mr. A. J. Little, whose resignation has 
lately caused the deepest regret among members of the society, After thoroughly 


Great Bath-street, E.C., when Mr. Beecham, Mr. 


Mr. 
Several of our members fished the Stort on the 12th, but they took very little ; the 


continual netting of that prolific river is slowly but surely rendering it useless from 
an angler’s point of view.—C. PIGGOTT, sec. 


hearty applause of the assembled company. 





discussing the matter, they came to the conclusion that no gentleman was so capable 
of carrying out the duties attached to the position 
unanimously elected. 
ordinary meeting, the decision of the committee was communicated to him, and he, 
in a speech which left no doubt in the minds of his auditors-that no better choice 
could have been made, accepted the position, and immediately took his seat as chair- 
man to carry out the ordinary business of the evening, 
influential and powerful men in the society, 
Griffiths, Matthews, Michells, Powell, Terrill, Henry Taman. and others, whose* 
support will be completely given to the 

business, Messrs. Dickinson, Davis, Griffiths, and others sang some good songs, bring- 
ing a most pleasant evening to a close-—H, CLIFFORD TAMAN, hon, sec, 


as Mr. Philip Geen, who was, 
As he entered the room shortly afterwards to attend the 


surrounded by the most 
including Messrs. Dickinson, Davis, 


new chairman, After transacting the 


RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members of the above met on the 15th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Benton, and Mr. H. Irwin were 


proposed as members, The following members weighed-in on the 12th, 
inst. :—Mr. H. Draper, 4b. 13}0z.; Mr. Wilday, 3lb. 6%0z. 5 Mr, - 
Piggott, 3lb. 5}0z.; Mr. Rd. Sharpless, 11b. 1802. ; Mr. Mallard, lb. 30z2.: 
Mr. Bedford, Ilb. O}0z.; and Mr, Rt. Sharpless, 1030z., all being roach. 


C. Columbo had some roach from Ponder’s End on the 13th inst. 


SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The best show of fish on the 12th inst. was that of Mr. C, Davis, comprising 


111b. 140z. roach, from the Colne ; other members also had fish. Tuesday, the 14th 
inst., was a very pleasant meeting. 


The senior member of the “ Circassian Gluika 
selections on the piano and cornet, eliciting the 
Members intending to visit the 
Amicable Brothers will please remember that event is for Monday, the 20th inst., 
and that on Tuesday, the 21st, we hold a general meeting concerning club business 
of some importance, when I hope to see a full gathering of “Trouts,’—CERASUS, 
sec. 


Family ” performed some capital 


SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The sixth annual match between our society and the Walworth Waltonian 
Angling Society took place on the 12th inst. at Pangbourne, when our old member 
Mr. Field kindly carried out the arrangements in a most satisfactory manner. The 
respective competitors got to work about 12 o'clock, twelve competing—viz., six on 
each side—and the match terminated at 7 p.m. Fortunately the day was everything 
that could be desired, and the result was eminently satisfactory, there being between 
60lb. and 701b. of. fish weighed-in ; but it is impossible to state exactly to a pound, 
as there were no scales available, and the fish had to be weighed on a steelyard ; but 
the quality of the fish was excellent, none being less than 31b. ; therefore, it will be 
seen that this match was the most successful one that has taken place between 
these two societies. The weights disclosed the fact that the Walworth Waltonian 
Society had taken the largest quantity, and they were therefore declared the winners. 
Everything went off in a most satisfactory manner, and proved a most enjoyable 
outing, and we trust that these matches may long be continued between these two 
societies. The dinner will take place at the club-house of the Walworth Waltonians, 
particulars of which will be duly announced. Our next weekday outing will take 
place at Broxbourne on Monday next, members to start by the train leaving Liver- 
pool-street at 8.45 a.m.—J. KIRWAN, sec. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. , 

The next return visit will take place on Monday, Sept. 20th, at the Brunswick 
Angling Society, Brunswick Arms, Brunswick-street, Blackfriars, when I hope to 
see them have a good bumper, for all anglers and friends who can make it convenient 
to go will be well repaid for their trouble. The Brunswick Blackbirds will be in 
full song. The clubs on the South London List will fic: a pegged-down match at 
Ware on the 26th inst., to commence from Ware Bridge to the Engine House. A 
meeting of delegates will be held on Friday, Sept. 24th, at the Pitt’s Head, Grange- 
road, to make final arrangements for the match, to commence at 8.30.—J. COURT, 
hon, sec. : 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our fish account for some weeks past has been a very poor one ; but as we are 
making new members every week, and some of the right sort, I hope to be able to 
give a good account of the takes of fish in a few weeks. On the 30th ult, the mem- 
bers of this society had their annual dinner at the Black Dog, Bury, near Amberley, 
which wasa great success ; thirty members sat down, and it was placed on the table 
in very nice style by Mr. and Mrs, Henley, there being ample of everything. Any 
society thinking about their dinner could not do better than give Mr, Henley a turn, 
as everything is of the best and his charge is moderate. During the day several of 
the members went fishing, and all were successful. One gentleman had a nice run 
on his leger in the afternoon as the tide was running out, and he struck his hooks 
well home into a something that was not fish, fowl, or floating weed ; but when he 
did get it to the surface of the water, in the presence of about twenty gentlemen, 
they thought it was the remains of a dead sea-serpent, as it was about 8ft. long, but on 
a closer inspection it proved to be some offal from the slaughter-houseat the river; and 
when he got this monster to bank to try and remove his hooks the gentlemen that 
were looking on moved also, for the scent was very strong and not atall pleasing.— 


F, THORLING. 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

On September 4th, Mr. Moore, roach and bream. On September 11th, W. Windred, 
bream. Members of the above society fished a pegged-down match at Uxbridge ; 
but the sport was something shocking, only one prize being taken by Mr. R. Lawes, 
sen., with three roach. Other members had fish, but not enough to take a prize. 
Mr, Champion and Mr. G. Belton had a nice show of roach; Mr. J. Currans roach. 
J hope our matches to come will be roving, and then we might take all the prizes or 
stand a better chance, Several members Will fish in the match at Ware on the 26th. 
—H. TYLER. 

Mr. W. Wise (hon. member), New Cross-road, fishing at Windsor with J, Bunce 
on the 10th inst., took 10lb. of barbel; on the 13th, 161b. barbel and two chub, A 
friend with him had a barbel 5}1b. Mr. F. Stewart, on the Broads at Great Yarmouth, 
had a fine perch 241b., which is being preserved, and will be duly shown in the club- 
room.—L, 

WAGGONERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There wa; a good muster on Thursday at our weekly meeting. We fished a peg- 
down match at St. Margaret’s on the 12th inst., but the takes of fish were very small, 
there being only a few ounces among 12 members, only two of the prizes being won. 
—J. RUSS, sec. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

On Sunday, the 12th inst., a match took place at Pangbourne between six men- 
bers of this society and six members of the South London Angling Society fora 
supper. They hada splended competition, between 60lk. and 70lb, of roach being 
taken, the Walworth Waltonians winning by about 8lb, On the 19th the grand 
outing of the season will take’place at St. Margaret’s—roving match, Any gentle- 
man wishing to become a member can obtain full particulars from—W, L, 
GRIFFIN, sec. 
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HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Autumnal Remedies.—Towards the fall of the year 
Countless causes are at work to lower the tone of the nervous system, | which will be followed by ill- 
health unless proper means be employed to avert that evil. Holloway'’s far-famed preparations supply 
a faultless remedy for both external and internal complaints connected with changes of season, | All 
affections of the skin, roughness, blotches, pimples, superficial and deeper-seated inflammations, 
erysipelas, rheumatic pains, and gouty pangs alike succumb +o the exalted virtues of Holloway’s 
Ointment and Pills ; which will effect a happy revolution in the patient’s condition, though the symptoms 
of his disorder are legion, and have obstinately withstood the best efforts of science to subdue them. 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 


METAL-CENTRED 





THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE-— 
Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 


Sept. 18, 1886. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


" ACME” LINES 





! FIRST TIME 
moi Lined loroua nee satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. OF 
Genuine. EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE, 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 
‘‘ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs, D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I 
put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1 ), and another 
for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasonsago. JI have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


‘“‘T have used the ImproveD ‘AcmgE’ LINE last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. You HAVE GOT HOLD 


are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


OF AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.” 


Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell’s New Patent ‘ Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured 
by us with and without Metal-Centre. 


SKETCH SHOWING TAPER. 


These Lines will Cast ~~ 


They are supplied in 
espe alllengths and sizes, 





more readily than 
any other make. ( 


SAMPLE TROUT LINE, POST FREE, 5s. 





LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


THE®, TRADE “SUPPLIED? “Wile Pour 


SPECIALITIES. 


BEWARE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. 


Tih ane EVV. 


INVISIBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


KILL WELL cn the most HEAVILY WHIPPED WATERS. when ordinary Flies, having the clumsy old style hook outlined as boldly as the legs and wings 


of the fly, fail. From the position of the two bends of the new hook in the fly 





The Fly as seen by the Fish. 





The Position of the Hooks. 


’s body it is invisible when placed on a tumbler of water and viewed from beneath, 





Viewed from below when on water. 


When Fish are RISING SHORT it is found to KILL WELL, when water and weather are DEAD AGAINST SPORT it is SUCCESSFUL ; in short, when the most 
skilled fly-fisher is usually non-plussed and disheartened, the Invisible Hooked Fly is found to kill. Price 33. per dozen. Samples posted free for 12 stamps, 


Manufactured by D, ani W. H. FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 





The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best . Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 








COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 

THR COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 

" at 2s. 6d., and at 3s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour ; 






others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 

among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 

they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 

respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 

{ careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 

from India and China. Those who are fond of a good enp of Tea 

Tip cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 

BR varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TRA. 
Wo Samples post fre* on application to COOPER COOPER and CO, 
RT Chief Of 0, Koug William-street, London Bridge, E.G. Branch 
Pro E-tiblis iments—63, Bishop-gate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
2Uea¢ cireus, W.; 85, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 


oD q Holborn, W.C., London. 
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COOPER COOPER & CO., 














J. BERNARD AND SON, 
0, GHURGH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


-atent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.O. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immeliately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hdte 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 4.80 o’clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day, Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s,6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls, 6d, FIRES.—EHvening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 1s. 6d. 

z A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken, 








ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manutacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 
(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


7, CROOKED LANE, LONDJH BRIDGE, EC, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO.,| 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


Me. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH., 
(Rd, No. 25,835.) 

Worn over left shoulder, with 

another band round the waist, 

thereby distributing the weight 

equally, and keeping the basket ina 
jirm position. 

. “DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND RET. 


Weight of Handle complete, about 120z, ; By 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. ¥ 














New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S WEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy, 13th, 1883, This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT, Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, Ke. 


JAMES OGDENS MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS, 
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. 
PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
« An excellent fly-rod,”—FISHING GAZEITR. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum in Paryo 
Rod :— You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which Iam very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 
three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 
praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


TeGIeUE Tre CO:; 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 
- LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 








GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and_ SALMON 
RODS, as used by the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 


ment, These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod, From 21s. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LING, fine and stouter, ls. for 25 yards. 
, will not kink, 
BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 2fin., 2s. 6d., 3s., 33. 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD'S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and where to 
use them, 4s. and 6s. each. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SIKGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS, 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined.”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING, 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan. 23:d, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 
SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner's Registered Fishing Fanniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &e., &e, 

WHOLESALE ONLY, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 





40 ny Putney. 
45 " Hammersmith, 
50 fe Barnes, 

ae 55 AA Kew. 
75 Richmond, 
80 - Twickenham, 
85 ; Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, September 18 500 ses 4.32 ose aes 4.49 
Sunday, - 19 anc con 5.4 ane vas 5.22 
Monday, rf 20 eee ses 5.42 ta spt 6.3 

Tuesday, - 21 ees aro 6,27 aes Soc 6.55 
Wednesday, Ph 22 Ar ant 7.26 Ane Ae 8.2 

Thursday, " 23 ace as 8.40 Aaa 880 9.27 
Friday, . 24 aa aa 10,10 Bat Act: 10.52 

GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 





Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The river is still very low, and the water too bright for angling, and on that 
account few anglers have been on the war path. A good rainfall would be of great 
service ; but so far the anglers have no occasion to complain of the deficiency of 
sport, although there has always been plenty of grumble when they have not had 
the slightest occasion to do so, and they are invariably of a class who never give a 
penny towards the preservation, and make it a miserable excuse for not con- 
tributing. 





ANGLING RESULTS. 

Ricumonp.—C. Brown, in six days, 70lb. of roach and dace, and in one other day 
eight barbel. F. Brown, in five days, 601b. and one bream. J. Brain, sen., during 
the week, 60lb. and ten barbel, the largest 621b. H. Mansell, in four days, 601b., and 
J, Brain, jun., in three days, 351b, and one barbel. 

TWICKENHAM.—Edward Finch, in four days, thirty-six dozen and two barbel. 
Charles Hennessy, in.one day and four half days, fourteen dozen and one bream. R. 
Moffat, in two and a half days, twelve and a half dozen,and one bream. J. Dobbin, 
in four days, twenty-nine dozen and four barbel. Pert Hammerton, in four days, 
thirty dozen and three barbel. Samuel Cole, in five days, 701b., one brace of perch, 
and a barbel of 6lb. H. Spiers, in two days and five half days, thirty-five dozen of 
dace and fourteen roach. John Spong, in seven days, forty-one dozen of roach and 
dace, and eight barbel. : 

TEDDINGTON.—Mr. McBride, in one day, five dozen of gudgeon and one barbel. 
Joseph Baldwin, in two days, five barbel, one jack, and nine dozen of roach and dace. 
C. Baldwin, in one day, five dozen of dace and six dozen of gudgeon. B, Stevens, in 
two half days, sixteen bream. 

Krxaston.—John Johnson, sen., says :—‘‘ There has not been much doing here. 
John Johnson, jun., has got a few barbel, some good perch, and plenty of gudgeon. 
Wilkes, one jack, some fine perch up to 11b. each, and any quantity of gudgeons.” 

HAMPTON CouRT,—William Milbourne writes : “ A gentleman, fishing by himself 
in a private boat, has taken six barbel, the largest 8lb. 20z., in Hampton Deep. I 
have taken in one day six dozen of roach and three barbel ; another day, four dozen 
and three barbel ; and another day, with Mr. Nichols, twenty-three dozen of gudgeon. 
The gudgeon seem to bite better than ever ; where they have all come from is a 
mystery, for we have lost the gudgeon for the last three or four years. Thomas 
Milbourne, one day, thirteen barbel, and another day, seven, the largest 7zlb. There 
is still a good show of barbel at Hampton Court. The river is full of roach, and 
the water being so very bright, you can see them in large shoals, and there is a great 
quantity of trout left this season at Hampton Court. I saw three fish feed to-day 
on the Weir Hill, and they were feeding freely. Mr. Spreckly said he wanted to fill 
the river with fish, and I think his words are coming true.” 

Lone Dirron.—C. Battery, in three days, twelve barbel, three dozen of roach, 
and some gudgeon. 

SUNBURY.— Thomas Stroud, in two days, thirteen barbel, six bream, and eight 
dozen of roach. Alfred Stroud, in three days, twelve barbel and fourteen dozen of 
roach, John Stroud, in five days, twenty-one barbel, eighteen bream, and nine 
dozen of roach. J. Stroud, jun., in two days, eleven barbel and eight dozen of roach. 
Lock, in four days, eighteen dozen of dace and five barbel. 

WALTON.—H. Searle, one day, with Mr. Callaghan, seven dozen of roach and dace, 
and another day, with Mr. Hughes, three chub and two bream. Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, 
spinning for jack with the finest gut possible, with dace, caught three fish, one of 
which he returned. George Hone, one day, with Messrs. Meyrick and Potter, five 
barbel, two bream, and some good roach. John Hone, in three days, six dozen of 
roach, six bream, six barbel, five chub, one perch, and two jack. R. Watford, in 
three days, twelve bream, four barbel, and three dozen of roach and dace. S. Rose- 
well, in one day, with Mr, Moore and Mr, Harry, ten dozen of gudgeon and one 
brace of perch. 

SHEPPERTON.—W. Howse, during the week, thirty dozen of gudgeon and five 
brace of perch. I’, Purdue, in three days, twenty dozen of gudgeon, one jack, and 
six dozen of roach and dace. H. Purdue, in two days, thirty dozen of gudgeon, 
three brace of perch, and four bream. 1", Poulter, in three days, thirteen dozen of 
roach, a jack of 51b. and nine dozen of gudgeon. 

WrYBRIDGE—John Upsdell, in one day, one brace of jack. 

Docxrerr Pornt.—James Haslett, one day, with Mr. Thurston, seventeen dozen of 
gudgeon ; and another day, with Mr. Brooks and friend, eighteen dozen. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Hackett, in three days, twenty-five dozen of gudgeon and three 
dozen of roach and dace. J. Poulter, half a day, two jack and one brace of perch. 

STAINES,—Charles Hone, in two days, fourteen barbel, the largest 5lb, H,J, 
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Clark, in three days, nineteen barbel, eight chub, and some roach and dace. J. 
Keene, jun., in five days, twenty-eight barbel, twenty-seven dozen of roach and dace, 
and eight jack, largest 6lb, G. Osman, in four days, eleven dozen of roach and dace, 
eleyen barbel, four chub, and five jack, 


UPPER THAMES. 

The reports from all the Thames angling quarters tell of fish being fairly on the 
feed. Barbel are particularly worth baiting for, and roach of good quality being 
had early and late, mid-day being more profitably employed with gudgeon and 
perch work, At Hurley, Mr. Rodwell, with The Boy, on Monday, in two hours’ 
fishing, had a pretty basket of roach and dace. At Henley, a trout of 3}1b. was just 
taken within the season, and an angler has succeeded in recording thirty-three dozen 
gudgeon from one swim, Thursday Night.—Water very bright, but the late rain 
has evidently improved its angling qualities, as respectable takes are being 
negotiated in all directions. Weather settled fine, with westerly breeze.—MARLOW 


Buzz. : 
Thames (Datchet). 

Rain is much wanted before there will be anything to mention in the way of fish- 
ing. Ihave not sent for some time, for this simple reason—have not had much to 
talk about ; been out most days and taken a few barbel. They feed a little, and 
want catching. The best fish I have seen for some time was taken on the 13th inst. 
by Mr. J. Vaughan, a member of the Friendly Anglers—a-barbel something over 
6lb. The weeds are beginning to rot, and jack ought to be on the move,—G, 
LUMSDEN. 





Thames (Goring). 


Water still very bright. Have been out six days since last report—four best days, 
ten jack, largest jack 5lb.,a few good perch, and a lot of gudgeon._JoHN RUSH, 


Thames (Monkey Island). 


Fishing continues fairly good. Myself out with a gentleman on the 12th, hada 
very good take of barbel, fifteen good fish, some of them 4]b.,and a quantity of small 
ones, which were returned. On Tuesday out again with some young gentlemen and 
had ten dozen gudgeon, nine barbel, three of the nine very good fish, beside chub, 
dace, and perch. On Wednesday out witha lady and gentleman. A capital day’s 
sport with the gudgeon. To-day (Thursday) twelve dozen gudgeon in about four 
hours, and a brace of very fine perch, and one chub of 2lb. My son, with Lady 
Wilton, has been doing well all the week ; but Ido not exactly know what the takes 
have been,—R, PLUMMER, sen, 

Thames (Windsor). 

The heavy rain which fell after my report left last week has made, owing to 
dryness of land, no difference to the river, which is still very clear and weedy, 
though weeds are showing signs of decay, and as soon as the frost sets in will 
quickly disperse. Anglers for jack can then manipulate their spinning baitsand pater- 
nosters with pleasure, when some heavy fish will come to light in this neighbour- 
hood. That the water is too cold for greaves to be successful for barbel I have 
little doubt ; two swims, which I recently took a great deal of trouble about, yield- 
ing but a brave, though the fish were there. Anglers with worm have done much 
better. The Countess of Wilton, out with Plummer, jun., on 10th inst., at Water 
Oakley between 4.30 and 6.30 p.m., taking twenty-one barbel and chub, 
from 13]b. to 51b. each, nineteen of the fish falling to her ladyship’s rod. I 
also hear of good takes of barbel with worm lower down river; but above 
is best catch of the week. Mr. Dewe, of Eton, had a good basket of chub from the 
Windsor weir stream on the 11th, which were taken with a piece of skin of beef 
round a triple hook. There were nine fish (best brace 741b., largest fish, 441b.) A great 
many jack have been taken, but small; the larger fish, being of a less roaming 
disposition, are not yet get-atable. Mr. Taylor, of the Friendly Anglers, out with 
Richard Gray, yesterday, had six fish, but none over 3lb. Yam almost daily being 
told of whereabouts of good-sized jack, or, correctly speaking, pike; but none are 
taken, and are not likely to be for another month. Perch and roach have been 
very scarce, and the latter figures so rarely in the basket, that I am afraid the species 
is gradually becoming extinct, though during summer months he is always a rover. 
—B, R, BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

Sport is improving on the Ancholme, and some nice pike have been taken during 
the week, whilst larger fish have been the rule. The water has been run down at 
Riverhead to make repairs at South Kelsey Mill : as a consequence there will be no 
fishing there for some time to come. Trout-fishing ends with the month ; but some 
good fish might be taken in October, A month should be cut off in the spring and 
October be added—_THomaAs Forp. 

Berwick-on-Tweed. : 

We have had a good spate Gn the Tweeds which, having occurred during the 
weekly slap—i.e., on the 11th and 12th inst., a large passage of fish up the river has 
taken place. The net-fishers whose season has now come to the finish have got their 
share, The greatly-increased catches have brought up the total catch of the season 
to ‘as near as possible the yield of the previous year. This was scarcely expected, 
asthe season has been a poor one almost throughout, owing to prolonged droughts. 
There is thus a grand prospect for the rod-fishers, and we may expect news of suc- 
cesses on the upper reaches of the Tweed, which will now be the theatre of war on 
the salmon and trout. The poachers will also be commencing full blast. They 
labour not in yain,—J, J, HILus. 

Chichester. P 

With yariable weather, the past week’s angling has not been brisk. In two days 
at Chichester the temperature varied 30 deg. Bream have not been feeding well 
here ; but few of the larger members have come to hand, and smallfry may always 
be taken ad libitum; some good roach have been caught in the Ouse, and at the 
Adur, near Steyning, The Rother has not been well patronised this week, although 
fish have been feeding well. The contest fixed for the 25th and 26thinst., at Selham, 
bids fair to be well contested ; all entries must be made to the proprietor of The 
Three Moles by the 24th, and, as the entrance fee is but 6d., a large number of entries 
are expected, Weather fine, wind southerly —GuorcE F, SALTER, 


Dove and its Tributaries = .s— sig, 

The fish continue to rise pretty well at the artificial, the killing flies being, for the 
most part, the Silver and Orange Duns. A dish of seven brace of fine trout and 
one grayling was taken with the last-named fly mainly, by a rod on the Okeover 
water, on Monday last, Other respectable bags have been made by the flies named, 
Weather dull and inclined for rain at the time of writing (Thursday evening). We 
have had clear watercourses for some little time now. For the pursuit of the gray- 
ling, howeyer, this is no particular detriment.—FosTER Bros., Ashbourne. 


Eden (Carlisle). <a 

Some good sport has been had since St. Partridge’s day among the whitings. At 
the beginning of the month the river was very low and clear, and night-fishing was 
prosecuted with energy, and in the case of the knowing hands, with much success. 
On the 9th inst. we had heavy rain, and all the rivers were in flood next day, which 
let in the worm-fishers for the best baskets they have had this season ; and the 
whitings were the real old-fashioned kind, running half-a-pound on the average. 
The net-fishing season closed in the river on August 31st, and in the Solway Sep- 
tember 10th. The strong west winds we have had have brought up some fine big 
fish, which may be seen rolling about the pools, and giving promise of good autumn 
sport for the anglers. The river is just getting into order for salmon-fishing, which 
will begin as soon as ever the weather is suitable-—SILVER GREY. * 

Esk (Cumberland). 

Anglers in the Angtown district have enjoyed good sport during the past week. 
On Tuesday Mr. Tweddle had twenty whitings and a sea-trout of 23lb. On Friday, 
fishing with worm, Mr. Routledge, Carlisle, filled his large creel, as did also Messrs. 
Baty and Underwood, Longtown, The same day Colonel Wybergh also succeeded in 


filling his basket, as did Mr. Wilkie, who added to his lot of whiting a fine grilse of 
nearly 7lb. weight. The two last-named gentlemen fished with large whiting flies. 
On Saturday, owing to the stormy state of the weather, little was done. Mr, Wilkie 
hooked and played a splendid grilse of about 8lb., but lost his fish owing to an acci- 
dent whilst landing. The river is now full and well stocked with fish,—J. W. 

: : Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—Since our last report the weather for sea-fishing has been catching. 
Wind veering from E.S,E. to W., and W.N.W., and oftentimes enough of it at that. 
Monday : During a lull some boating parties (visitors), determined for deep sea- 
fishing, steered for the westward (prominent amongst the fleet being the Saucy 
Lass and the Village Belle), and were rewarded by small but lively catches of 
conger eel, bass, &c. Rod and line-fishing from the pier and jetty not so good 
during the past week. Wind, E.S,E.—E. ComEr, 


King’s Mills (Near Weston-on-Trent). 

There has been some large takes of barbel, bream, and especially large roach in 
this part of the river Trent this last week. Mr. Goddard, of Nottingham, and 
others have had very good catches of barbel in the channel at King’s Mills; and 
Mr. Wood, of Nottingham, the lessee of this part of the river, has had some splendid 
sport amongst the roach and carp, bream being caught, some over 5lb. weight, and 
many roach weighing over 13lb. There have also been some good catches of bream, 
roach, chub, and barbel at the Weston portion of the river. Messrs. Goddard and 
Messrs. Barrowcliffe, of Nottingham, caught two baskets full of roach, many over 
1lb. in weight, all caught with the worm. The river Trent here is in splendid con- 
dition, and fish bite well; salmon very quiet. A fresh of water required to bring 
some fresh fish up.—Gr0. OXOLME, Water-Keeper, Weston-on-Trent, 


Lake District. 

There are capital angling prospects and plenty of water. There is also good 
weather, abundance of “ feed,” with touches of frost at night. The season for salmon 
nets in this district closed on Tuesday, and although the run of sea-fish has this year 
been exceptionally large, the takes have only been of an average nature. This is 
owing to the fact of prevailing big waters, and the difficulty of using nets during 
the time of the greatest running of fish. Among these, with rod and line, anglers 
are having general and good sport. These continue to run in great numbers, and 
the running fish are increasing in weight. Messrs. W. Thompson and H. Mann have 
had baskets of heavy trout in the Kent, whilst Mr. H. Beadle has been most success- 
ful in Hutton Beck. Among anglers the following gentlemen have been most 
successful with morts and sprods :—Messrs. Park, Bannerman, Curwen, Whitehead, 
Bleaze, McGowan, Garnett, Beadle, and Cheesman.—HPHEMERA. 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water isin good order, and several nice perch and roach were taken on 

Monday afternoon at the swims at Black Pool—W™m. CowELL. 
Lea (Tottenham). 

The water continues very low, but capital sport may be had with the fly-rod on 
favourable days, and few good roach have beeu taken by the bottom-fishers, A 
couple of jack were taken by a gentleman on Saturday last, and on the following 
day Mr. Cater took five, the heaviest fish weighing nearly 41b. A good fish of 12Ib, 
was taken in the Water Co,’s Canal on Wednesday, the 8th inst—_HACKLES RED, 

Leicester. 

Prospects have brightened considerably the last few days. There has been more 
interest manifest among anglers in this district than has lately been shown. The 
weather having taken a favourable turn, there has been a great increase in the 
attendance at the riverside, both at the waters near the town, and those at a distance. 
In the preserved waters of the local society, the best fishing has been obtained from 
the Aylestone portion of the stream, chub and gudgeon each affording excellent 
sport, Messrs. Rylott and Bird taking five dozen of the latter on Wednesday morning. 
Pike have also shown good sport, and although the fish have not been very large, a 
number were had between 4lb. and 5lb. each. Several nice lots of perch were taken 
from the canal and brook. The waters at Narborough and the river Wreake have 
had plenty of attention. Messrs. Pocklington, Scotney, and Watts fished some private 
waters near Leicester, and took a fine lot of pike on Wednesday. Waters fine, butin 
fair condition for angling, Owing to the exertions of the police, a gang of men 
who were netting the Abbey Park waters on Sunday morning last were surprised, 
and one of them secured, together with a trammel net thirty or forty yards in 
length, and about nineifeet deep. The case has yet to come before the bench,— 
ALERT, 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The weather during the past week has been more favourable to fishermen than 
was the case last week. Saturday was a busy day with bottom fishermen, who lost 
no opportunity of indulging in the gentle art. Now that the days are drawing in 
rapidly, the large number of artisans can only look forward to the half-day’s holiday 
on Saturday, hence the number who frequented the river on that day. Around Derby, 
members of the various clubs were active in their respective waters, and a fair 
amount of sport was met with. At Darley, nothing particular has been done. The 
Derwent and Ecclesbourne at Duffield have been fished by members of the Duffield 
Club, but no weight of fish has been landed. A few nice trout have been taken with 
the fly near Shottle. The ticket-holders in the Belper waters have not done much. 
At Ambergate, many fishermen were out on Saturday, the majority trying the 
bottom. Mr. Musgrave was again busy whipping the streams between Ambergate 
and Whatstandwell, and killed several brace of nice grayling. In his opinion 
(although the other fly anglers did not do much), the day was splendid for fishing, 
On Sunday last rain fell heavily during the day, and on Monday morning a good 
fresh was on, much to the delight of anglers with the worm and gentles. Bemrose 
and Sons, publishers, Derby Fishing Club—over twenty held a contest in the Amber- 
gate Canal on Saturday last, but not a solitary fish of any kind was caught.— 
GRUB. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams still keep low and bright. Rain has been had in this district and 
slightly coloured the water for two days, but did not stop the fishing. The Arrow 
has been thrown off above the town, and several times it has ceased to flow at all. 
This plays sad havoc with the fish, and the idlers have been busy with their nets and 
other unlawful appliances. The weather has been a little dull, and the foggy nights 
have been favourable for grayling fishing, and nice lots have been taken with the 
Willow Pale Dun and Red and Black Ant. With the wasp-grub and maggot, 
bottom-fishing, trout have been landed, which look all very well when just out of 
the water ; but, lookat them a short time after—their head are black and flesh flabby, 
For all that, people purchase them in the town.—GWYNNE. 

Ouse (Huntingdon). ; 

The best take of bream this season was made on the 12th. John Ashley and his 
son, two local men, were fishing together from a boatin Houghton Whale. The fish 
began to feed about nine, and up to one o’clock they landed 85 good fish, weighing 
12 stone. Iwas onthe bank opposite for an hour and saw them landing them very 
freely, and, strange to say, they fished and used all the worms they had, and the fish 
were left feeding when they were obliged to stop. Very little other business has 
been done with the bream and roach, <A few good pike have been taken from 5lb. 
to 7lb. The water is rather too bright for much sport. Subscriptions are required 
for fishing.—H. Rout. =n ; 

Severn (Kidderminster). 

We have had a great many changes of weather of late, but they have proved very 
favourable piscatorially. A good few rods have been out, and those anglers who 
watched the water have had most excellent sport ; catches, varying from 61b, to 15lb. 
per rod of roach and dace, have been general, A few anglers visiting the 
river on the 12th inst. found the water too high and very dark ; a few fish were 
taken, but nothing of any consequence. I putinacouple of hours for twodozen roach 
(paste for bait). Two or three days without rain will put the river in capital con- 
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dition once more, and anglers will give a good account of themselves—only a brace 
of trout occasionally being taken ; waters too dark. I have not been able to ascer- 
tain at present the maker of the double-eyed hook ; I shall probably see the party 
who gave me the sample,—E. E, 


Tees. 

A heavy flood last Thursday brought a plentiful supply of salmon up this river. 
On Sunday they were leaping over Dinsdale Dam at the rate of one per minute. 
Fishing commenced in earnest on Monday, although the river was a trifle too strong. 
In the Croft district the following fish have been landed:—Monday, Sept. 13th, 
Mr. R. Thornton two fish, weighing 173lb.; Mr. R. Simpson one, 13]b. ; Mr. R. 
Brown one 43lb.; Mr, Webster three fish. Tuesday, Mr. RK. Thornton one, 10Ib. ; 
Mr. S. Bryant one, 44lb. Wednesday, Mr. 8. Bryant one, 6lb, River is in good 
order, but fish are not rising well.—G. J, 8. 

Teme (Ludlow). 

This stream is now in fair fishing order, and has greatly improved since the falls 
of rain which have been had in this part. The watery has risen a little and is slightly 
coloured ; but it does not interfere with the fly-fishing, which since the water has 
risen has been more indulged in. The flies used have been the Willow, Red Ant, and 
Blue Winged Coachman, There has been some good sport had with the wasp-grub 
and maggot, bottom fishing. The small grayling sport well. A few days ago Mr. 
J. Jones took a fine trout 2lb. lloz. weight, bottom-fishing in the Corve. In the 
water above Corve Bridge, a well-known angler took a perch, 3lb. weight, with the 
wasp-grup. The Clun, Ledwyche, and Ony are all low, and a little stained ; a few 
fish taken from the Ony and Clun.—S. LuDLow., 


Teme (Tenbury). 

The water in this part is a little stained, and alittle higher than last week, owing 
to the rain which has visited this part. Fishing has improved since the rain and 
more anglers have been out, and a few nice lots of grayling and, occasionally, a 
trout have been taken ; a few have used the Willow, Pale Dun, and Red Ant with 
success. The best sport has been had with the wasp-grub and the maggot in the deep 
water, and several lots of trout and perch have been caught. In the water below 
the town some grayling were taken on Saturday with the wasp-grub ; near to Ber- 
rington, with the Willow, a nice dish of fish was taken at the beginning of the week, 
The Rea; Ledwyche, and Kyre are all a little coloured and low, but few visitors.— 


WORCESTER. 
Trent (Nottingham). 

The weather has scarcely been so favourable for angling pursuits during the week, 
owing to the wind having changed to the east; but members of the craft have 
mustered strongly up and down the river, which on Thursday remained exceedingly 
low, and as clear as gin in colour. In the Shardlow length Mr. Miles Leek, generally 
a successful wielder of the rod, has taken between 70lb. and 801b, of barbel from the 
Railway Bridge swim, besides a chub going nearly 41b, Chub and barbel were caught 
off Barton Island on Tuesday and Wednesday with» greaves, although this once- 
famous reach is not so prolific as in years gone by. Creed wheat fishing has suffered 
from the cold change in the weather, and the bream anglers complain of meeting 
with very little sport.- In a sweepstakes competed for by members of the Notting- 
ham Larkdale Society at Shardlow, on the 11th inst., the first prize was won by Mr. 
J. Greaves (the worthy host), with Mr. J. Dallison second, and Mr. E. Saywell 
third ; the catches were small. Fly-fishing has attained less attention, and anglers 
of all grades are agreed that a substantial rise of the Trent would improve sport all- 
round.—_THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 

Usk (Usk). 

The angling in this river during the past week has been good, and among the 
number of salmon landed are the following :—Tuesday, Rev. W. Bruce, two; Mr. 
Hare, three ; Mr. T. Reece, one; Mr. Marsh, one ; General Straton, two; Mr. E. S. 
Getting, one ; Mr. Christie, one ; General Mignon, one. Wednesday, General Mignon, 
three ; Mr. Humphey, two ; Col. Rocke, one ; and several others. The water is now 
in good order, and good sport is anticipated during the ensuing week,—ARGus, 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 


The river is in very good order at present. There were some very good perch taken 
taken this week, when the river was rather thick.—BORDERER, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

A nice fresh down several of the rivers in this district has resulted in rather better 
sport ; but until the swarms of minute insects now upon the water are cleared away 
by the agency of a few frosty nights, fly-fishers cannot expect large baskets. Mr. 
H. A. Moore, of Leeds, has killed several nice dishes of trout and dace down at 
Arthington, during the past week,—FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the Wye and Derwent still keep in first-class trim for fly-fishing, and gray- 
ling has been rising very freely, and good baskets have been made by those who 
have had the proper flies to kill fish with. Mr. E. Moon killed on Thursday and 
Friday nine anda half and nine brace off the Chatsworth club water; and I myself 
killed 14 brace on Saturday off the Matlock Bath club water, near to Cromford ; 
and several other anglers (mostly natives) have had good catches. Killing flies are 
small Ash Duns, Bumbles, and small needle flies; large-sized flies are no use what- 
ever for either the Wye or Derwentat the freshet time. Thereare many gentlemen 
(visitors) anglers down in Derbyshire at the freshet time.—GxEO. JAs, EATON, 


Yare (Norwich)... 

No good sport has been had on this river during the past week, though several 
have had what we should call fair catches, Small roach have put in an appear- 
ance with all those who use gentles for bait. This evening I met many anglers at 
Buckenham Ferry, and the majority were not satisfied with their sport; but I met 
one member of the Norwich Angling Club who had caught a few nice bream, the 
largest, I should guess, about 3lb. From all I can hear, sport on the Yare during 
the past week has been only moderate. On the Bure some good sport has been had 
amongst the pike, one gentleman taking eight, trolling, the largest weighing 12lb, 
Angling for roach, bream, and perch is, as usual on this river, always plenty and 
always small, Prospects bad, without a change of wind.—ROBERT MOLL, 


; Yore (Hawes). 

Successive freshes on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday last week, kept the river 
in good ply ; but unfortunately glutted the fish with feed, so that anglers had only 
a sorry time, The best dishes I hear of were made by Messrs. R, Hunter, 10 brace ; 
J, Hesseltine, 41b. ; “Sproats,” 5lb. 60z.; J. Dimsdale, 6lb. Others had from one to 
three brace. Ido not hear of any “big ’uns” coming to hand; but, at the same 
time, I hear of many smashes ; in fact, one angler was broken three times one day, 
and another twice. The fish are now busy running up and pairing. Re grayling 
making up stream, I am sure they do so, for they are found in the Yore as far as 
they can possibly get above Aysgarth Force, unless they be put up above Yore 
Force, which is situated behind the Moorcock Inn, Hawes Junction, and some 25 
miles above Aysgarth Force. The monks of old scarcely took them so far up; but 
I doubt not the placing of them above Aysgarth, and then leaving them to find 
their way forward, Grayling are also found in the Cotter, as far as the Force, In 
the Force itself I have taken them fully up to a pound.—J. Corry, 
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IRISH NOTES. 


ERNE AND LoucH Mrtyin.—The angling in this district is now all but over 
for this season, and for the past week was at a standstill, owing to the 
heavy rain, which continued all through the week. Salmon and trout were rather 
sulky, and although a number of anglers were out, but few fish were taken,— 
M, Rogan, JUN,, Ballyshannon, Co, Donegal, : "Rian 8 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


Locu Awz.—From the excessive closeness and calm of the week before last, the 
weather, last week, went over to the opposite extreme in a manner very dis- 
appointing to anglers. During the whole week there were but a few hours in which 
a fishing boat could live. On two occasions Mr. Levesey Lancaster, from the 
Taycreggan Hotel, ventured out, killing a salmon and a few good trout on each 
occasion ; but few, indeed, if any other angler, cared to face the storm, and the record 
for the week is but a poor one. The weather has now moderated, and as the loch 
descends from its present high level, good sport is looked for.—A, Munk, Taycreggan 
Hotel. 

STENNESS, ORKNEY.—The past week has been very stormy, which made the loch 
so muddy that, during the end of the week, the trout could not see the fly. A day 
or two, however, will clear it again, when, undoubtedly, good fishing can be had, 
The best day for trout-fishing was Tuesday, when Mr, Cowborn, London, killed 16lb, 
The same day two gentlemen from Worcestershire had five trout weighing 131b,, two 
of which weighed 91b. 

NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE.—Angling (notwithstanding that the largest trout 
of the season up till now were killed), both from bank and boat, was practically a 
failure last week. A very choppy wind blew almost continuously, sometimes with 
hurricane force. It was only at brief intervals, therefore, that a snatch trawl or 
cast could be got; added to this, too many sultry clouds kept floating about. The 
following lady and gentleman fished—or rather, I should say, attempted it: A. B, 
Dingwall, Esq., of Renniston, and friend ; Mr. W. H. and Mrs. Wordsworth, White, 
moor, Offerton, Notts ; Capt. Caflin, R.N., H.M.S. Fresident ; Professor Niven, J. E, 
Crombie, Esq., Balgowrie Lodge ; HE. F. Johnstone, Esq., Seville, and H. H, Johnston, 
Esq., London, Largest fish killed on Wednesday, by Rey. Mr. Hawkins, from the 
bank with fly, 4{1b. Largest from boat, trolling on Thursday, by Capt. Caffin, 2}1b, 
and 14lb, Expect good fishing this week.—_J. RiroHin, Lessee, Udny Arms Hotel, 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Bait-fishing has been most successfully pursued during the 
past few days ; but now that the sun has appeared, and the rivers are more settled, 
this mode will be abandoned for the fly, and I expect to hear of excellent baskets. 
Already the Annan, since the heavy floods I alluded to last week, has been well 
fished, a large number of anglers having been. out every day. Since Monday there 
has been a good run of salmon up stream. Heavy baskets of trout and herling have 
been taken by Mr. Roddick and Mr. Wilson, Ecclefechan, and Mr, A. Maclean, 
Lockerbie, killed a 71b. grilse near Shillahill. In the Hightal water two salmon of 
about 141b. each were hooked by Mr. Rogerson ; while I hear that catches of yellow 
and sea-trout have been common, both in the upper and lower reaches. Messrs, R. 
Jardine, James Johnstone, and T, Smith have killed several heavy fish. In the 
Esk capital sport has been had, the most successful anglers being Messrs, 
Robt. McGlasson, Rowanburn (1231b, fish) ; John Wylie, Forgebrahead (14lb.); J. 
Ninian, Cross Keys, Canonbie ; Rey. R. Snodgrass, and Fairbairn, Marsh Cottage. 
All these were in the waters at Canonbie. In the neighbourhood of Longtown 
many fine grilse and whiting have been killed, the most successful bait being large 
whiting flies. The yellow trout fishings in the upper district of the Nith have now 
closed for the season ; but owing to the stormy weather all along it has been an 
unusually poor one. In the river itself hardly a basket worth speaking of has been 
got, and in the tributaries, such as the Scaur, Caple, and Cample, the hauls, com- 
pared with former years, were small indeed. However, some sea-trout and herling 
have been caught, asiwell as a few salmon, Mr. Dunsmuir, Trigony, Closeburn, 
secured a nice clean-run fish of 101b., after an hour's play, with small fly and trouting 
tackle. With the heavy rains of the past week anglers are looking forward to having 
good sport, as with the rise in the waters plenty of fish should have found their way 
into the middle reaches of the Nith. 

Pann, N.B.—Well stocked with fresh-run fish. The following were caught sincs 
Saturday last:—P. Jack, two on Saturday; one on Monday. J. Brough, one, 
Monday, 16lb. I get one on Tuesday 211b., and two to-day, 13lb. and 7}1b, ; Major 
Hoskins, two to-day ; Mr. Neilson, three to-day ; party from Ferntower, two yester- 
day and two to-day.—T. ForBes, Sept. 15th, 








AMALGAMATED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, MANCHESTER. 


ON Saturday last the officers and delegates of this association had arranged to 
have @ friendly angling contest among theniselves, and to wind up by partaking of & 
knife-and-fork tea, and punetually at three o’clock the first contingent arrived at 
the Windmill Hotel, Pendlebury, that being the trysting plade, atid in less than 
fifteen minutes all had arrived, with the exception of the treasurer (Mr. Isherwood, 
Farnwerth) and three delegates ; but, as the places of these were filled up with 
friends, the party numbered 19, all teld, The president (Mr. T. Smith, Bolton) and 
the vice-president (Mr. W. Wardle, Manchester) at once chose sides, with the result 
that the president had nine on his side and the vice-president ten, Atrangements 
had been made to fish in one of the mill dams at Messrs, Knowles’ close by, so an ad- 
journment was then made to the water-side, and the ground pegged out at a distance 
of five yardsapart; but a few minutes before starting one of the invited friends had 
the misfortune to break his rod, so the secretary, to prevent any disappointment, 
gave up his rod to the unfortunate angler and took up the position of umpire, thus 
leaving the sides equal, as follows: Messrs. Smith, Woodcock, Cribb, Holt, and 
friend, Bolton ; Howcroft and Ryder, Farnworth; Beauland, Rochdale; and Leigh, 
Salford. Messrs. Wardle, Bailey (ex-president), Rock, Mitchell, and Isher- 
wood, Manchester ; Atkinson, Pendlebury; Mort, Patricroft; Wild, Ashton; 
and Jas. Leigh. On the call of time the total catch on each side was 
weighed against each other in the scale, with the result that the president’s side 
were the winners by the weight of two shot, The party then went on to the Robin 
Hood Hotel, Clifton (one of the eclub-houses in the Pendlebury district), and 
punctually at 6 p.m. satdown to a most excellent repast, both for quantity, quality, 
and the manner in which it was served. On the’ cloth being removed the president 
remarked that this was the first occasion in the history of the association (20 years) 
of the officers and delegates having met together for any purpose other than busi- 
ness, and he hoped it would not be the last. He was very glad to meet his pre- 
decessor in office, and said, in the event of any future gathering of this description, 
he should expect to be an invited guest, or he should feel he was slighted. He was 
very glad the gathering had been a good one, and thanked the vice-president for 
suggesting theidea for it. The vice, in reply, said he thought that in an association 
like this, and numbering about 2,000, it was a most singular thing that there had 
never been a gathering of this sort before, and he was very happy to have 
been the originator of it, and trusted that in future there would 
be a similar one each year. He had great pleasure in moving a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Atkinson for providing them a suitable sheet 
of water to fish in, and for his arrangements iu providing the capital repast they had 
just partaken of, and also to the seoretary for the very admirable manner in which 
he had made and carried ont all his arrangements for the day’s outing, which, he 
was very happy to say, had culminated in a grand success. A vote of thanks was 
then given to the host and hostess, and their healths drunk with musical honours, 
for the really handsome manner we had been catered for. The evening was then 
given up to harmony, and some first-class singing, &c., was the result, and, on the 
time getting late, the gathering was brought to a close with mutual good wishes to 
each other, and hopes for the future welfare of the association.—JOHN THOMAS, 
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GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove: 
whether they may be genuiné or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen; 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT.) \ ; . ~~ en 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions ewpressed by our Correspondents. | 


IS THERE FISHING AT DANBURY, NEAR CHELMSFORD? 
S1Rr,—I shall esteem it a great favour if you, or any of your readers, will kindly 
inform me if there isany fishing, and if so what sort, and if free, in the neighbour- 
hood of Danbury, near Chelmsford ?—I am, &c., MILEs. 
[Chelmsford is a good centre for fishing.—Bp. | 





PRAWN - FISHING FOR SALMON. 

Sir,—I should be much obliged if you will allow me, through your valuable 
paper, to ask some one of your numerous subscribers to give me a hint or two on 
the above. Are prawns considered as deadly a bait in autumn as Iam told they are 
in spring fishing? Can you give me the address of a tackle maker, or anyone else, 
who could supply me with.some (I mean the natural prawn prepared and ready for 
use) 7—I am, &c., GREENHEART, 


THE WAVENEY AND OULTON FISHERIES PROTECTION SOCIETY. 

Sir,—Kindly permit me to say a few words in favour of the appeal which 
appeared in your last week’s issue from the secretary of the above society. Asa 
witness of the untiring efforts of Mr.Johnson to make a success of the Iisheries 
Exhibition at Lowestoft, Iam prepared to say that a very different financial result 
was deserved. The only reward of such labours as those in which the committee of 
this society are engaged is a measure of success, and, unfortunately, as far as the 
exhibition is concerned, this is denied. Every angler’s sympathy is due to them, 
and something more substantial from those who have derived sport and pleasure 
from the waters over which the society so carefully watches, I have much pleasure 
in sending my mite.—I am, Xc., PHILIP GEEN. 

[Mr. Geen incloses a cheque for £1 1s. We shall be glad to acknowledge other 
subscriptions.—ED. | 


THE AIR-PUMP FOR DRESSING LINES. 

Sr1r,—In your notes in last “ F. G.” you say you do not quite understand the action 
of the air-pump as applied to dressing lines. A twisted line, or anything of the 
same nature—/.¢., anything containing in its substance minute spaces or pores, has 
these small spaces, of course, filled up by air, and when the line is put into a fluid, 
especially anything viscid, like oil, the minute particles of air adhere to the line and 
refuse to be displaced by the fluid, and I have no doubt thata great part of them, 
even with prolonged soaking of several weeks, never become displaced. Now, ifa 
line immersed in a dish of the oil is placed under the receiver of an air-pump, as 
soon as the handle is worked thousands of minute bubbles of air will at once be seen 
to arise from the line through the fluid like bubbles in a glass of soda-water. This 
is the air entangled in the substance of the material of the line, Then, as—as the 
old books used to put it—‘‘ nature abhors a vacuum,” the spaces which were occupied 
by the air must be at once filled by something else, and the only thing that they 
can be filled by is the surrounding fluid in which the line is immersed, and it is thus 
at once thoroughly impregnated with the dressing.—I am, &c., 








F, R. C. 8, 


ANOTHER KNOT FOR EYED-HOOKS. 

Srr,—I am much interested in the discussion still going on in your paper on the 
eyed-hook question. Opinions differ certainly, and I am pleased to see that you are 
now asking more for practical experience by the water side, for practical perfection 
is only, I suppose, correct theory, with the various disturbing causes taken proper 
account of. 

T have lately tried Pennell’s eyed-hooks on some lochs in the North, and I was 
very well satisfied with them. 

I tie my flies, and in this respect there is no comparison, and I hope I shall never 
have to use the old style hooks again. 

If, however, there is any disadvantage in hooking or holding powers, as some 
assert, I feel convinced that the defect is not inherent in the principle, but is simply 
owing to some defect in some detail of construction or the method of fixing the gut, 
This, however, is rather like begging the question. 

I give a sketch (ona large scale for clearness) of the knot I use, and which I 
believe is far the best ; the diagram also sufficiently explains the method of making. 
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Of course, in practice with the actual fly you must make the knot close up against 
the head, taking care that it does not slip over the head of the hook, to prevent which 
it is necessary to keep the end of gut held down under the nail against the side of 
the fly when drawing tight. , 

I have no doubt this knot is quite well known, but I do not remember seeing it 
described or illustrated I do not think it is the same as Mr. Pennell’s, It is, in fact, 
just a simple knot round ‘the shank of hook; it is easy to tie and is very neat, 
and is also a good knot for hair.—I am, &c., Je EleoW 





THE LANDLORD AND THE EEL LINES. 

Sr1r,—On reading your last issue of the FisHING GAZETTE I find someone, who 
signs himself ‘‘ Multum in Parvo,” made some very strong remarks towards myself 
respecting night-lines for eels. I must agree with him upon several points. When 
he says the cream of the water is sometimes caught on eel lines, such is the case : 
and I do also admit laying eel lines, but I do not admit allowing any other kind of 
fish, should there be any on the lines when taken up, to be put in the boat, for, as 
an angler, I would not give sixpence for all the fish out of the water unless I caught 
them myself fair, and I think there are anglers who I have fished with for years 
can testify to my statement being correct, and I assure the gentleman who wrote to 
your paper of last week that all the eel lines I have in my possession are six, and as 
I have ladies and gentlemen, I am pleased to say, staying here who are worthy of 
my greatest attention, I have endeavoured to get them some eels, but the quantity 
has been so small it is not worth speaking of. I sometimes think “ Multum in 
Parvo” must have had good intentions towards myself, for he speaks of me ina 
very kind manner ; he also advertises my house for the attention and moderate 
charges, and admits the river abounds with fish, and I can only say if ‘“ Multum in 
Parvo ’ will pay me a visit, with as many friends as possible, I will prove to them I 
have added many hundreds of fish to the Lodden waters since I have had the George 
Hotel, and I can positively say I do not believe a fish has been taken from the 
waters but what has been taken fair with rod and line.—I am, &c., 

- A. C, CRITCHFIELD, 

The George Hotel, Lodden Bridge, Earley, Reading. 





' A NOTE FROM ISLAY, NB. 
Sr1r,—-A curious instance of how fish affect certain pools and places in pools, and 
how these places are always occupied by fish, came under my notice the other day. 
I fished over a good deal of likely-looking water on one of the rivers here, but rose 


nothing until I reached a certain pool. In it I rose, hooked, and lost a sea-trout ; 
some way further down stream I killed a sea-trout of 1}1b.; further down I killed 
a salmon of some 8lb, The next day I fished the same stretch of water, and only 
killed fish in the pools and places in the pools where I had killed them the day 
peters, A a theory this does not hold, save when the water is in its normal state, 
—I an, &c., 

Islay. DHUNNIE Monr, 





THE GREAT LAKE TROUT CONTROVERSY. / 

Sir,—Allow me, as a trifling contribution to the very interesting discussion on 
this subject which has lately appeared in your columns, to send you photographs of 
a Salmo ferox (Great Lake Trout) and a Salmo fario (Common Brown Trout), which 
were lately taken on the same day and in the same loch—Loch Cama, in Sutherland, 

The ferow weighed 5lb. and the fariv 4lb., and a glance at the fac-similes will 
show how completely dissimilar are the two fish. The feror has a long head, and 
is in appearance almost pike-like ; the fario, with but a small difference in weight, 
has the ordinary short symmetrical head, and is in every respect like any other 
common river or loch trout. 

The measurements of the heads of the two fish as compared with their bodies 
were :—Head of ferow, very nearly 6jin. Head of fario, a trifle over 4sin. Total 
length of ferox to extremity of tail-fin, 23}in. Total length of fario to same point, 
202in. a 

I am indebted for these photographs to the courtesy of Mr. John Leigh, of West- 
leigh, Preston, who took them at my request. 

The ferox was caught trolling by Dr. Lockwood, and the fario, also trolling, by 
Mr, Campbell, of Sunderland.—I am, &c., H, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 


FISHING NEAR MONMOUTH. 


Str,—I am about to spend the last fortnight in September in South Wales, and I 
should be much obliged if you can give me any information as to the chances of 
getting good trout-fishing near Monmouth and Usk, and also when the fishing for 
trout closes on the rivers in that part of the country.—I am, &:. 

Bedford Park, Chiswick, W. SWANNANOA. 

[There is fair fishing according to the “ Angler’s Diary” near Monmouth, By 
staying at the Beaufort Arms, fishing can be got in both Wye and Monnow.—Ep. ] 





QUERIES, 

Sir,—What breed of trout would be most suitable to turn out in the upper waters 
of the Hampshire Avon? If let out as yearlings in April, what size may they be 
expected to grow in a year ?—I am, &c., LIMESTONE, 

[We should advise Hampshire trout, which, with good food, would be 12in, or 
14in, in length at end of two years.—Eb. | 





WHAT WILL KILL SEHA-TROUT IN SALT WATER? 

S1r,—I sha!l be glad if any of your readers can inform me what is the best bait or 
minnow for catching sea-trout in salt water. The bays here swarm with sea-trout 
and salmon, but none are ever caught with the rod, probably because the right 
means are not tried.—I am, &c., 

Sunderland. HAco, 

PRIZE ESSAY ON SEA-FISHING. 

S1r,—May I be indulged with space to acknowledge the compliment paid me by 
“A.S.C."? That my efforts have been pleasing to at least one brother is a source of 
gratification to me; but, Sir, the fault is yours that I did not enlarge upon the 
subject—the line was too short to catch big fish, You must remember that 4,000 
words, even in your largest type, will not reach round the British Isles. If ever 
you hook me again, pray let out line, and I will run you e’en where the GAZETTE 
has never reached. We may at least congratulate ourselves that we have broken no 
tackle at present, for our friend’s description of “ Filey” is so admirably expressed 
as to more than compensate for my omissions.—I am, &c., 


Stowe Cottage, Sept. 15. F, 8. Perkin, 


BOSTON AS A PORT AND FISHING CENTRE. 

S1r,—This pleasant country town was once of considerable pretensions as a port, 
but, for lack of enterprise, Grimsby and Lynn were allowed, till quite recently, to 
monopolise the shipping trade, and Boston fell into very low water—indeed, a few 
small smacks and barges were all that could come up the Witham till our late 
esteemed and lamented M.P., Thos, Garfit, Esq., set the ball of enterprise in motion, 
which led to such improvements in the outfall that ships of 1,500 tons can now 
come up with safety ; a dock has also been made, and the trade bids fair to return, 
and again make our good old town take its place as one of the first ports on the 
East coast. Within the past ten days two large ships grain-laden have arrived —the 
Clackmannanshire, 1,583 tons register, from Calcutta, with a cargo of 12,500qrs. of 
linseed for Messrs. J. C. Simonds and Son, and the Oakdene, 1,681 tons register, from 
Ibralia on the Dannbe, with 9,500qrs. of maize for the same firm. At the time the 
latter ship entered the dock she was drawing 18ft. of water, and there was a depth 
of 25ft. 6in. on the dock sill, proving that a much larger vessel could have passed up 
and entered with safety. In addition to these ships there were a barque and a 
brigantine discharging timber, and three steam trawlers—one section of the fleet of 
nine—owned by the Boston Deep-Sea Fishing and Ice Company, were unloading 
cargoes of fish. Two yearsago cod, ling, plaice, hake, &c., could not be bought for 
less than 5d, and 6d. per lb. ; now they can be had for 3d. and sometimes less, and in 
much better condition. 

The Fen drainage schemes are noted for their magnitude,and without doubt have 
been the making of the Fen country ; what was once the land of bog, swamp, and 
ague is now second to none as a.healthy resort. The land is of fine quality, produc- 
ing an abundance of grain, roots, fruits, and vegetables iof splendid sample ; but it 
is more particularly as a fishing station that Iwould draw your readers’ attention 
to Boston. Besides the local contingent of anglers, we have lately had from 2,000 
to 3,000 every week from Sheffield, Chesterfield, Bradford, Nottingham, Leicester, 
Manchester, &c., and there have been some good takes, made principally of pike 
and bream. Mr. Emmerson, of the Royal George, and late of Manchester, has 
already killed 78 pike, weighing 390lb.; and William Day, one of the most 
patient and enthusiastic anglers going, over 100 pike up to 11lb.—not bad 
results for public waters. Baskets of 301b. and 401lb. are quite ordinary catches to 
those who know their way about. A friend of mine, whose veracity is beyond 
question, describes the quantities of fish in the Forty-Foot at millions, and he is not 
the man to exaggerate. He says, “ The sight is worth a day’s journey to see; 
he never saw anything like it!” A fishery district has been formed for the entire 
watershed of the Witham, and the first meeting of the Board takes place at 
Grantham on the 12th of October. Hitherto the fishing has been preserved by 
public subscription, collected and applied by the Boston and Lincoln Angiing Asso- 
ciation ; but now the Fishery Board takes charge the “hat” will cease to go round, 
and preservation will be carried on by that body, who will levy a small charge by 
licenses, so that all who fsh will now have to contribute towards the expense of 
stocking and preserving. This is as it should be; no one with a grain of self- 
respect in his composition will grudge giving 3d. for a day’s fishing in such well- 
stocked preserves. The poachers are dead against the scheme, as we may naturally 
expect ; but their day of reckoning is nearat hand—their occupation’s gone ; all nets 
will now be swept out, bag and baggage, to sea, their proper place. Our fresh- 
water fish will have a chance to increase and multiply, and lovers of the gentle art 
will now ply the rod, feeling confident that success will reward their skill—I am, 
&e., THE Boston BITTERN, 


—— 
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THE LEA FARM FISHERIES. 


THE picturesque village of Pulborough, reached in little over an 
hour from Victoria, may be regarded as the headquarters of the Lee 
Farm Fisheries. Here neat, clean, and homely quarters can be 
secured, with charges suited to the pockets of the middle-class fisher- 
men, as well as first-class hotel accommodation for the more luxur- 
ious requirements of the wealthy. The beautiful dells and dales of 
Sussex will provide unbounded satisfaction to the angler-tourist. 
There he can revel in the aqueous scenery of the Arun, now rushing joyously 
into light, now bashfully hiding awhile behind some luxuriously-wooded knoll. 
Here and again are small reedy inlets, which should be tried for jack, and are 
always well stocked in early autumn when the weeds are down, and then deep, 
shy-looking places amidst the gnarled roots of trees where chub of heavy weight 
are known to hide, and occasionally, when the water is slightly coloured and 
the small frog in season, fall an easy prey to the cautious angler. The ten miles’ 
run of water is an open brook, in which those who walk along its banks can 
read as they go. There are many places where the fly, in due season, can be 
used with telling effect, and bottom-fishing pursued to the profit and pleasure 
of the patient angler, the water being mostly deep under the banks, with here 
and there a sharp run over a gravelly scour. A chapter might well be written 
on the Arun ; but even then its beauties and attractions to the artist and the 
angler would not be half told. 

There is not a more lovely or sequestered river in the three kingdoms pos- 
sessing every charm of nature : its banks are adorned with the richest under- 
wood, and its waters laving ; knotted and entangled roots impart renewed life 


and verdure to the wild and luxuriant foliage which overhangs. 


“ Glide gently, thus, for ever glide, 
Arun, that other bards may see 
As lovely visions by thy side 
As now, fair river, come to me ; 
O, glide, fair stream, for ever so, 
The quiet soul on all bestowing, 
Till all our minds for ever flow 
As thy fair waters now are flowing.” 
A popular author, pointing out several nooks and corners not generally known 
in and around the valley of the Arun, writes thus :—‘ I found a divergent of 
the stream from the main river a most charming piece of water, surrounded 
with scenery as truly English as the most ardent lover of the picturesque could 
desire, It should be much frequented by those who love solitude and like to 
fish among the music of birds and the soothing murmur of the rippling 
stream.” 

Meandering around the old, but almost disused, canal is a fine, dashing stretch 
of swift and sparkling water, full of life and vigour, creating on its way many 
productive deepsand scours, while all along its banks first-class fishing of every 
sort may be procured. It is a wonderful sight to see the roach in springtime 
in an accumulation of niany thousands, glistening in the sun like molten silver. 
The whole of this well-known and productive fishery has been let to responsible 
lessees chiefly for their own private sport ; but its extent is so great that they, 
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while preserving it strictly, have been induced to admit a limited number of 
rods for the approaching season, and Captain W. Archer, of Pulborough, has 
laid himself out personally to look after the pursuits and afford information 
and advice to subscribers. In fact, every contingency has been anticipated by 
that gentleman with a view to provide comfortable quarters and excellent sport 
to those lovers of the rod who are now making their arrangements for the 
season, and they should not miss an opportunity so excellently favourable and 
so seldom met with. 8. 
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THE FOUR-POUND DOVE TROUT. 


Mr. Seiiersasks us to insert the following, as his name was givenas “ Lellers ” 
last week :— 

Mr. Geo. L. Sellers, Secretary to the Birdsgrove Fishing Club, Mayfield, 
Ashbourne, succeeded in hooking and landing a splendid specimen of a Dove 
golden trout nearly 4Ib. in weight, and has been acknowledged by very many who 
have secn him the most beautiful trout, as far as quality is concerned, ever seen 
in this neighbourhood. It was brought to bank ona very fine XXX Stewart 
tackle in the presence of Mrs. Briggs, of London, and very ably landed by Mr. 
Booth, Royal Oak Inn, Hanging Bridge, after a grand fight of sixteen minutes. 
Tt was taken on the Birdsgrove Club water, in the grand pool above Messrs. 
Simpson’s boat-house. 

F. Wilson, Esq., Clifton, Ashbourne, D. Ward, Esq., Ashby Cottage, J. A. 
Hutton, Esq., Manchester, and other members, have taken grand dishes of fine 
trout this season, but I am only sorry to say some of your reporters, who have 
repeatedly thought well to extol other portions of our beautiful Dove for 
reasons best known to themselves, throw cold water on the Birdsgrove length, 
which is, without doubt, one of the best reaches on the river. 
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Apout a mile from the shaft of the Blaydon Burn Colliery, some of the pitmen, 
whilst at work, had their attention attracted to certain movements in a pool of 
water. On looking closely, they found them to be caused by an eel 2ft. 4in, long, 
about the thickness of a man’s wrist, and weighing 1}1b. The men took it out of 
the pool and brought it to bank. It is now gyrating, hale and hearty, in Colonel 
Cowen’s fish pond. This eel must have been underground two or three years, as that 
part of the pit is little frequented. 


How vo Burst A Gun.—In bravado, a young man placed tne muzzle of his 
fowling-piece under water and fired the charge. The result was the bursting of 
the barrel near the breach and the mutilation of his hand. Another placed and 
held the muzzle of his gun square against a piece of plate window-glass and fired 
the charge—powder and bullet. The glass was shattered—so was the gun-barrel. 
Another instance was that of an experimenter who had heard that a candle could 
be fired from the barrel of a gun through an inch board. He drove a candle into 
the muzzle of the gun, fired, and the explosion split the barrel almost its entire 
length, and did not even drive the candle from the muzzleof the gun, Still another 
burst of a gun-barrel was caused by the use of wet grass as a wad, well rammed 
down over a charge of shot. 
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EEL CULTURE IN TANKS AND PONDS.* 


THE fry of eels can easily be made to grow in closed tanks, but it isbest to put in 
some older eels—e.g., some measuring from 8 to 15in, in length. Aneel-tank should 
be carefully constructed and should be thoroughly tight. Wooden tanks are best, 
having a lid with a network of steel-wire, so that the fish cannot escape. At the 
top they should have a ledge about a couple of feet broad, with fine sand, and out- 
side of that a tight wall of boards about a yard high. ; 

The quantity of water in such a tank should be about 6 pints to 1 pound of large, 
live fish, but for fish that are a year old about ten times as much w ater is needed. 
The tanks would best be placed in summer in fresh running water, or in a lake, so 
that the waves may have some influence on the inclosed space. In winter it is best 
to have the tank in a weak current. 

At the bottom of tanks for small eels stones (about the size of a fist) are placed ; 
and over it a coarse cloth is fastened, so the young fish can hide under it. For 
larger eels there should be at the bottom flat stones, roots of trees, &c., so they can 
hide. els can be fed.in these tanks all the year round, but in September a 
layer of clean sand should be put on the bottom, so that the eels can hide in it in 
winter, 

Hels may be fed on all kinds of animal food, even if it is almost decayed, such as 
dead animals, entrails, refuse of fish, &c. In the tanks it is best, however, to use 
fresh food, and to take care that no decaying matter accumulates. From the be- 
ginning of October to the middle of April eels do not take any food, because they 
are in a state of torpor. But as soon as the eels again begin to take food, they 
should be fed every other, or at least every third, day at sundown, because eels 
generally rest during the day. For young eels the food should be chopped, or it 
should go through a sausage machine, and be mixed with flour so as to form a 
dough, then cut in small pieces or rolled out in worm-like strings. Worms, snails, 
&e., also form good food for eels. Larger eels may be given small shells, such as 
Leuciscus rutilus, &e, When well supplied with food eels will increase in weight 
from 1} to 2lb. in the course of a summer. 

Ponds are best adapted to young eels. They will grow well in them; and there 
are instances that about 3,500 young eels, weighing in all 231b., which were placed 
in peat-bogs, near Abbeville, France, after five years yielded eels to the weight of 
6,0001b. Any stagnant water, such as peat-bogs, marl-pits, puddles, &c., may be 
used as eel ponds, on account of the many insects, larve, and different aquatic 
animals found in them. The only condition is, that these ponds should not freeze to 
the bottom in winter, or dry out in summer. 

Along the banks there should be pits for hiding places, and for the same purpose 
there should be near the banks roots of trees, stones, &c. The steeper the banks of 
the ponds the less chance will there be for the cels to escape. All channels, either 
of influx or outflow, should be stopped up, so that the eels cannot escape. Care 
should be taken that the ponds are never exposed to the danger of inundation. 

In this kind of pond eels measuring 24 to 3in, in length may be placed, or better 
yet, eels measuring 8 tol5in. These latter are better able to seek their own food, 
to resist the changes of the weather, and to escape from their enemies. When eels 
are placed in these ponds in April or May, from 200 to 300 of the smaller size should 
be counted to an acre of pond area, If the eels are Gin. long, 50 to 100 should be put 
into the pond, and of the largest size 25 to 50 per acre. 

Many of the young eels placed in a pond are of course lost—some escape, others 
die, and some are devoured by other fish, frogs, and other aquatic animals ; so that 
one may count on 25 to 30 per cent. of the smallest eels (from 2} to 3in.) reaching 
a marketable size ; 40 to 50 per cent. of the larger (Gin.) ; and 70 to 80 per cent. of 
the largest, Two thousand young eels weigh about one pound. 

In these ponds there should be placed the year after the large eels have been put 
in, or two years after small eels, a number of shell-fish, say 10 to 15 to every 160 
eels. When these begin to propagate the eggsand the young are an excellent food 
for the eels, 

In spring the eels begin to get hungry, and it will be found an advantage to put 
into the ponds artificial food, such as manure, or a carcass in a basket, so that larve 
and worms may develop. There may also be a ditch or pit at the bottom of the 
pond, at one end of which there is placed a wooden box (6 to 10ft. long, 1} to 2ft. 
broad and deep) in which the food may be placed. If there is enough food in the 
ponds the eels will increase in weight 2 pounds apiece in one year. If eels are 
placed in good growing ponds for carp the yield of these ponds may be increased 


very considerably, 
SE ES 





PINKINESS.—It has, I believe, never been satisfactorily solved what makes the 
flesh of the salmon “cut pink.” The wag might suggest it was “good living.” 
That might be a reason, but not tic reason, because the question also arises, What 
causes the ‘“pinkiness” of the Thames and Kennett true-bred trout? ‘ Good 
living,” again? We know that our own-little crayfish, and the salt water crawfish 
and lobsters, the sea and the freshwater shrimp and prawns, all boil pink. But do 
the large and small ocean crustacea also boil pink while in the ever-hungry belly of 
the “priming” salmon, and do the red mullet—those delicious ‘ woodcocks of the 
sea”’—also contribute to the pinkiness of the salmon when at sea? There is an 
abundance of natural food in the Maames and Kennett—myriads of shrimps and many 
crayfish and caddis, and the flies in their various stages, besides minnows and dace, 
and bleak, and the rest. But the question again forces itself, Whence 
comes the “pinkiness” of these increasingly-famous fresh-water trout, save but 
from the shrimps and crayfish in the process of “ boiling,” with a leaven of fat from 
yellow May Flies and silvery bleak and dace and washed-out worms to complete the 
pinky “assimilation”? Another cynic might suggest, ‘‘ What goes in the ‘priming’ 
of a representative Lord Mayor of the City of London.” Tirst, he gets elected a 
member of one of the rich City companies noted for good feeding, if not also for 
“flimsies” folded with the French roll in the napkin, or hidden under the first 
plate. His next step is to endeavour to get into the Common Council by aid of the 
“livery.” The“ priming ” now begins in earnest. Some candidates for the “ chair ” 
had probably attained Falstaffian proportions before the lesser dignity of ‘‘ Alderman 
and Sheriff of the City of London” was reached. If so, all the better, because an 
attenuated Lord Mayor would look ridiculous in the gilded coach on Noy. Nine. 
Really, in these days of fast steamships and refrigerators, it is possible for 
a thorougly “primed” Lord Mayor and his chief guest, the Prime Minister 
for the time being, to partake of wild fowl that might have searched among the 
Seaweed that had clung to the marble palaces of the city that Dante loved ! 
Do not think the Yankee canvas-back ducks could boast such a “ record,” even if a 
very old and ’cute bird had once upon a time visited the spot where the last of the 
Mohicans departed for the happy hunting grounds and salmon-spearing rivers. 
The Americans boast they can serve a better and more varied dinner at Delmonico’s 
and at the tables of the millionaires than can be done in England. Still it is 
altogether improbable that Delmonico, or Jay Gould, and the rest could boast, like 
the Lord Mayor of London, of having partaken of a quail that had fed in the 
grounds of Rubens’s chateau, or of a “fowl” that might have dived in the canals of 
Venice, and then listened at moonlight to the love lays of the gondoliers, and that, 
too, with rapture! Mrs, Beecher Stowe had certain qualms as to breaking the 
boiled plover’s eggs in the “nest,” when served at Stafford House, because wherever 
she went in England she saw birds, and loved to listen to their songs. The Yarikees, 
who fancy they can “lick Creation,” had not yet solved the pinky problem of the 
salmon that crowd some of their own magnificent rivers,—W. F, 


“ILLUSTRATIONS,” for October, commencing a new volume, will contain the 
Opening chapters of a story by Mr, Francis George Heath, entitled “ Dragon 
Hollow,” the beginning of a series of portrait biographies of “ Railway Men,” and a 
series of illustrated articles on “The Press and Press Buildings.” 


*« Aal i Beholdere og i Damme.” From the Norsk Fisheritidende, Vol, V., No. 1, 
Bergen, January, 1886, Translated from the Danish by Herman Jacobson, 





IN POSSESSION OF A SHACKLE NET AND SALMON ROF. 


Ropinson Bont, a fisherman living at Monkhill, was charged at Carlisle with 
unlawfully having salmon roe in his possession at Kirkandrews on the 6th of 
September. Superintendent Sempill conducted the case on behalf of the police, 
and said that, the house of the defendant having been searched, a quantity 
of salmon roe and a shackle net were found, both being illegal under the 
Salmon Fishery Act, 1861, and he asked the Bench to make an order to destroy 
the net. Defendant, who pleaded guilty, was fined £2 for having the salmon 
roe in his possession, and the net was ordered to be destroyed. At Cocker- 
mouth, Wm. Thompson was fined for unlawfully fishing for salmon with a 
spoon-bait whilst only holding a trout license. “Mr. T. O. Bun prosecuted on 
behalf of the Derwent Fishery Board. 
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THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 
By EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE. 
(Continued from page 148.) 


IN our last we promised to enter more fully in our next instalment 
into the more practical part of our task, and speak of the fishing to 
be enjoyed inthe Medway; but we may be pardoned for mentioning 
one or two additional facts in connection with this interesting stream 
which will make the series of articles more complete. 

For instance, it is not generally known that the Isle of Sheppey, at the mouth 
of the Medway, acquired its title, according to legendary record, from the 
number of sheep which at one time swarmed upon its slopes and meadows. 
Then, again, the number of castles upon the banks of the river render an excur- 
sion, piscatorial or otherwise, all the more pleasant; and the angler with anti- 
quarian instincts may ruminate what time he keeps his eagle eye upon his float 
on the days of doughty knights and their dwelling-places close by. 

There is Upnor Castle, where Samuel Ireland, the historian, himself a fisher 
of the old school, was granted permission by Mr. Commissioner Proby ‘‘ to amuse 
himself by taking views.” 

At Strood, too, there was once a famous oyster fishery, worked by a company 
under the title of the “ Free Dredgers,” and seven years’ apprenticeship were 
required before anyone could become a member and take oysters from the river. 
Any poachers were subjected to a beavy penalty, and were dubbed “ cable- 
hangers. All this is now changed, and the “Strood native” knows its lair 


At Rochester Castle, also, the angler, stifling his eagerness to be on the fishing 
ground, will pause awhile, for can he not, for what Mr. Montague Tigg would 
have termed ‘‘ the ridiculously small sum of threepence,” mount the stately, 
ancient keep, and inspect a magnificent sketch of purely English scenery? Re- 
cently a sailor, urged on by the bet of a pot of beer, mounted the topmost stone 
of this keep, 125ft. from the level, and stood with outstretched arms. 

We will not, however, linger over this part of the river. We will let Cobham 
Park, with its noble oaks, “‘slide” ; nor will we ponder sadly by the mausoleum 
of the Darnley family. Let us push our eraft along towards Wouldham and 
Snodland. At the latter place we find the first indication, in the form of the 
humble smelt, that there are fish to be had for the taking. Every year, up to 








within the past two years (when thé supply has fallen somewhat short), there 
have been extremely heavy catches of smelts. The fishing is, of course, by net— 
a rough but not unprofitable method of acquiring heavy catches. The months 
for this “ exercise” are March and April, although it has been known that the 
fish has been taken as early as February. Several thousands per day represent 
some of the “ takes.” 


ae have now reached hop-land—the locality of that cone-like, dainty 
plant— 
“ Which, in the malt’s fermenting tuns infused, 
To mellow age preserves that potent draught.” 


And many a time have we seen the unpolished, slangy hop-picker from the 
wilds of Whitechapel beguiling the Sabbath hours with rod and line on the 
Medway banks. At Aylesford we get right into the heart of the lovely 
scenery, with a vast range of wooded hills on the left, dotted here and there by 
huge fissures, whence the chalk has been cut, and here and there by lonely farm- 
houses and simple village churches. Here also is the ancient Priory, or “ Friars,” 
and close at hand the stately residence of Mr. H. A. Brassey—Preston Hall. 
Then we come to Allington Castle, and here some fishermen would advise you 
to begin operations. 

Our object being, above all, to be reliable, we will simply refer you to the 
immortal word of advice given some years ago by Mr. Punch to those about to 
marry. Unless your patience be of that exemplary order which would qualify 
you to rank on equal terms with a certain personage whose sufferings are 
recorded ina not too well-known Book, we say yield not to the temptations 
afforde 1 by the apparent character of the stream, and spare your rod and temper 
for more fitting fields of operation, where the expert angler will find sport to 
his heart’s content, and derive that compensatory pleasure which money cannot 
purchase. 

Two miles from Allington Castle you will reach Maidstone, and here you may 
begin to look around you with anangler’s selective eye, first premising that you 
have landed and paid a visit to Mr. A. Hutson, Star and Garter Hotel, in the 
High-street, close to the river, for in this hostelry you may negotiate for 
the hire of boats, and be provided with the necessary bait. Here, also, you will 
chance to meet some of the local anglers engaged in the pleasing pastime of 
discussing bitter beer and the latest catches. 

This being a serious task upon which we are engaged, we will not waste time 
and type in describing the idiosyncrasies of many of these Kentish Knights of 
the Fly and Gentle, albeit the subject is enticing enough. 

The Medway, in its upper portions beyond Maidstone Bridge, has always been 
a favourite with the anglers of the “hop county.” Every taste can be con- 
sulted, and whether your penchant lies in the direction of ‘‘ chubbing,” ‘ roach- 
ing,” ‘“ pikeing,” or any other “ing,” here you may have the opportunity to test 

our skill. 

; You need not be afraid of shocking the susceptibilities of any of the local 
folk by Sunday fishing. They are not like the “unco guid” man who never 
went a-fishing on the Sabbath without previously offering up a prayer. Many a 
time on a Sunday morning early, as we have taken a meditative stroll along the 
beautiful banks of the river in this locality, have we seen scores of rough, 
corduroyed working-men, with rods and lines improvised as best their limited 
means will allow, doing their level best to lure the finny prey from its native 
element ; and all along the banks, too, have we noticed the more affluent angler, 
with artistic tackle, occupied in the same interesting pursuit. Many a time, 
too, have we, in company with sundry choice spirits, full of song and story, of 
tun and fishing, hired a punt at the boathouse of Ned Avery, of Tovil—as bluff 
a boniface as any honest angler need desire to shake hands with—and had a 
pleasant fishing excursion among the shady retreats of the river. Of Ned and 
his rustic hostelry, the Anchor and Hope, we may have more to say anon. 

The Medway is full of roach, bream, chub, pike, perch, tench, dace, gudgeon, 
and eels ; so here, my merry masters, is a bill of fare to suit your varied tastes. 
Many years ago salmon could be caught in the river, and even now occasionally 
the angler meets with a lusty trout ; sturgeon, also, were at one time numerous. 
In June, 1879, a splendid specimen of the sturgeon was shot at Maidstone ; it 
weighed 132lb., and measured 7ft. 9in. But as our business is not with the 
rare and mighty sturgeon, which are not anglers’ sport, we will at once proceed 
to point out some of the swims in immediate proximity to the town. 


(To be continued. ) 





ANGLING NEAR LONDON.—THE BASIN, WANSTEAD, 


ESSEX. 

THE Basin, Wanstead, as its name indicates, is a round, artificially- 
made pool about eight acres in extent, and is situated about three- 
quarters of a mile from Leytonstone Railway Station, and within a 
stone’s-throw of Wanstead Ponds. Formerly it had a solid brick 
causeway across it, with trees all aroand it. The causeway was, in 
fact, a grand carriage drive. 
Pass down the turning next to the Red Lion, and keep straight on along the 
road until you come to Bushey or Bush Park, which is in reality part and parcel 
of Epping Forest. Take the pathway to the left nearest the red brick wall, past 
a well-wooded and picturesque district, interspersed with clumps of holly, gorse, 
bramble, and thorn, &c., until you come to the Ranger’s Cottage, and a little 
further on, on the opposite side of Blakehall-road, leading to Ilford, you will see 
painted in large letters on a board, ‘ lhis park is private” ; a very pleasing 
contrast to the ride past chemical works, tallow and tar factories, dirty ditches, 
filthy canals, mud shoots, dye works, piggeries, and so-called food manufactories, 
&c. Chops, steaks, tea, new laid eggs, milk, &c., can be obtained at the 
Ranger’s Cottage by giving notice on your arrival of the time you wish them 
to be got ready. The Basin is so extremely secluded and quiet, and the out- 
skirts surrounded by trees (especially the portion near the entrance), with here 
and there a mansion peeping through, that you might easily imagine you were 50 
miles from town. The parish church of Wanstead stands out in bold relief on 
the opposite side of the entrance gates, and a well-kept and well-appointed 
cricket ground borders the western side. The Basin contains plenty of jack, eels, 
roach, and tench, but perch and carp are not numerous. Out of five or six roach 
I caught there the other day, no fewer than three had been “marked” by 
“Master John.” ‘he eels are very fine, and of excellent flavour. They shou’d 
be eaten stewed, and on no account should the skin be removed. ‘There are 
shoals of small roach, and there are also plenty of a good size. Isaw a good 
sample the last time I was there. The best roach are taken on the bottom. 

The following remarks, kindly forwarded by Dr. Leapingwell, a gentleman 
who has fished in this water for nine or ten years, can be thoroughly relied 
upon, and will, I feel sure, prove interesting to your readers. He says: ‘‘ There 
are any number of tench. I have taken them with white paste in about 7ft. 
of water up to 2}lb. in weight. Roach abound ; I have taken them up to 180z., 
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and there are plenty over 4lb. Thave had a carp that weighed 3}Ib., and have 
often been broken away when fishing with a tight line.” The old, old story. 


He goes on to say: “Eels are to be had with small roach, fishing 20 or more 


yards from the side. One was caught the other day by Mr. West that weighed 
4lb. 20z., and reported in the FisHinc GazeErrTe. 
taken with dace. 
4}lb., largest 6lb. 


wire being placed 2in. from the shank of a No. 10 round-bend Carlisle hook. 
This proves a most attractive groundbait. The water is best fished in an 


E., 8.E., S., S.W., or West wind. A N.W., N., or N.E. wind is very little good 


except for live-baiting. Early and late are the best times, but I have taken 
fish all day long.” The water varies from 4 to 20ft. in depth, and is principally 
fed by springs, aided by land drainage, and I believe this is one reason why the 
roach are in such excellent condition. On September 1, 1886, Mr. Reim took 
four tench and three dozen roach, all with gentles, and two large eels, live- 
baiting. Hels are to be caught with worms, of course, only they are not so 
large ; but, as a rule, worms are very little use in this water, the two best baits 
being gentles and paste—gentles for choice. Mr. Gilbert often does good 
execution amongst the roach and tench with the above baits. Three anglers out 
of four stick to the tight line and roach pole proper; but I still say where a 
roacher can get, so can the Nottingham man, but the latter can get where 
the roacher cannot, and from what I have observed, the “ordinary ” roacher 
misses nearly as many bites as your Nottingham man. I say nearly as many. Mr. 
Simmons, the lessee, says it is a notorious fact that the worm is not a good bait 
to use in this water. I quiteagree. For some cause or other, worms in these 
still, dead waters do not seem to be a favourite lure—perhaps excepting the 
Welsh Harp Fishery and the Elstree Fishery at the latter part of the season ; 
but there is no doubt a scarcity of food at the former place when the water is 
low. No question there is some very good reason for it, but I have never heard 
it explained. For instance, over 120 good carp have been taken in Wimbledon 
Lake this season, and yet not a dozen have been taken with the worm, Weeds 
abound all along the side opposite the entrance, and there is very little chance 
of fishing this portion of it from the shore ; but on certain days, more especially 
in July and August, you will see tench constantly rising, and this is just the 
place where tench ought to be taken tight-line fishing in 2 or 3ft. of water, using 
very strong tackle, with a rather long, strong, stiffish rod, cane or otherwise, 
Wooden stages are fixed at various points to enable the angler to get a better 
command of the water, and in case it rains there is a good old primitive 
substantial shed, into which you can retire and smoke your pipe in peace. I 
may mention that the lessee contemplates putting in 12 or 14 dozen rudd, and I 
should think they would do remarkably well in this water. Why this beautiful 
fish is not more cultivated in our ponds, lakes, and rivers, and more especially 
in the private waters in the neighbourhood of London, is one of those things I 
cannot understand ; and the same remark applies to tench. Most anglers fish 
with a tight line for tench, and provided you are sufficiently skilful to play a 
good fish, there is no doubt it is a very killing and taking method. Personally, 
I prefer being “provided” with a Nottingham roach-rod from 9 to 11ft. long, 
with a fine running line, 3in. Nottingham reel, small goose quill or porcupine 
float, or a mixture of both, with the red-tipped goose quill uppermost, a 4ft. gut 
bottom, fine, tapering, and strong, anda No. 7 or 8 hook. With the pellet of 
ground-bait referred to above, you can get out 30 yards if you wish, but 20 is 
quite far enough in this water—i.e., when float-fishing—and you can easily 
arrange the shots to suit the float. For my part, I like the float to be about lin. 
out of the water. Mr. Sowerbutts, of 151, Commercial-street, N.E., sells a line 
made of either hair or gut beautifully adapted for this sort of fishing at a very 
moderate charge. Those made of hair are very strong, and simply perfection. 
The hair is the very best that can be obtained. Although the Basin abounds 
with tench, do not imagine you can go and pull them out just as you please; if 
you do you will make a very great mistake. You may be the very best angler 
the world ever produced. Choose the most glorious day, use the most beautiful 
tackle, adopt what method you please, bait your hook in the most artistic 
manner, throw out in the most neat and approved style, ground-bait in the 
most careful and cunning manner, or you may not ground-bait at all, but 
resolve to carry out some fine dodge to get them together on the quiet—for 
together they should be got somehow ; and after you have sat there for seven 
or eight hours without so much as a touch—and constantly seen tench rise to 
the surface, show their dorsal fin, and disappear in the manner of bream—in 
sheer desperation you scratch your head and begin to think the “ Doctor” one 


too many for you—in fact, you feel very much inclined to wish the “Doctor uh 


—well, no matter. 


Now, this is what I call the chief charm of angling, and depend upon it if we. 


always succeeded we should get perfectly tired of it. And how supremely happy 
you feel when you arrive home (when the youngsters make a wild rush for your 
basket), thoroughly puzzled, perplexed, weary, and done; and the wife of your 
bosom, instead of showing you the slightest sympathy, keeps repeating in sweet 
and dulcet tones, “ Call yourself an angler? I could angle better myself.” And 
Ihave not the least doubt about it, 

Good roach and tench are sometimes taken when legering a long distance 
out with gentles. A pellet of ground-bait should be used to get the bait, &c., 
out ;a pellet, say the size of a walnut without the shell, will take a fine line out 
any reasonable distance. In these cases cast in the Thames style, and you will 
not be far wrong ; but if you prefer using a bullet, let the hole be as large as 
porns, and the sharp edges should be rounded off with a knife to enable the 
ine to have free play without the least resistance, also to prevent its getting 
frayed. Some anglers use a piece of gimp for the bullet to travel up and down 
upon. For my part, I do not feel at home with it ; in short, I prefer the weight 
on the line. Tench are seldom taken in the middle of the day in hot weather, 
but usually from about 5 o'clock until dusk, or very early in the morning. 
When legering in this and similar waters, either with or without a weight, after 
making the cast, wind up your slack as gently as though you were winding up a 
very valuable watch for the first time, and the moment you feel the slightest 
resistance from the weight or pellet of ground-bait, as the case may be, stop ; 
and you can never be guilty of dragging the bait a foot or two into the mud 
clean out of sight of the fish. To all intents and purposes—whether you 
believe it or not—you might just as well fish on the Ist of April. To anglers 
contemplating paying a visit to the Wanstead ponds, and more especially 
the Leg of Mutton, or Shoulder of Mutton pond, whichever you 
please—open free to the public—situated within a stone’s-throw of the 
Basin as stated, I say—don’t. That they contain roach, rudd, eels, jack, 
and tench, with a few carp and perch, there is not the least doubt; but as 
anglers are not allowed to fish until 8 o’clock in the morning at any 
Period of the year, and the park is closed at four o'clock in the winter, again [ 
say—don’t. If youstill ask me why, my answer is that all through June, July, 
and August—especially the latter month—you will find from a dozen to twenty 
nursemaids with their charming charges ; a score or two (more or less) of young 
Waltonians splashing and dashing about, not to mention a fair sprinkling of 
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In the winter jack can be 
LT haye known nine taken from 11 until 4 o’clock, the smallest 
I always fish with a tight line with a pellet of groundbait 
squeezed on a piece of lead wire in coil, or a couple of small shots, said shots or 
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onlookers of an extremely miscellaneous description, who, the moment anyone 


happens to take a fish, be it 2oz. or 2lb. in weight, make a fearful rush to the 
scene of action to view and criticise the same. When such a scene takes place, 
that it would require the pen of a Dickens to describe, I do not intend to inflict 
such a description upon your readers ; what I saw was quite enough for me. 
But in spite of all that I have said, if you are determined to try your luck, there 
is the Leg of Mutton Pond, containing, for the most part, roach, eels, rudd, and 
tench ; and there is the Long or Perch Pond, containing the same description of 
fish, with a few jack and perch in addition, but no live-baiting is allowed on any 
pretence whatever, so you will have the extreme gratification of catching your 
jack, &c., with worms, or a good bunch of gent'es, &c.—the former for choice, 
You will not find ita very lively occupation, I can assure you. 

In the Basin no fishing is allowed on Sandays. The subscription is £1 1s. 
per annum, with the privilege of taking a friend on payment of 1s. The 
number is limited to two dozen, and there are still a few vacancies left. No 
charge for use of punt. No night lines allowed. Tworods allowed. The close 
time is the same as that observed on the river Thames. Tickets can be obtained 
from the lessee, J. W. Simmons, Esq., 62, Wellesley-road, Wanstead, Essex, to 
whom all applications should be made. A; 
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THREE DAYS ON THE LUGG. 7 


LEAVING Tiverton in search of fishing is much like going from 
Newcastle to find coals; yet, in the hope of finding some sport in 
the Herefordshire streams, I- last week visited Leominster, The 
journey is rather a tedious one from Tiverton, involving prolonged 
stoppages at the different stations where a change of train was 
necessary ; and it was late in the day before the white-faced “ Here- 
fords,” grazing in the meadows, as the train sped on its way, showed 
me I was nearing my destination. 

It was about 6 p.m. when I reached Leominster, where a friend who had 
kindly offered to procure me fishing met me at the railway station, and being 
an angler himself, he at once took me to see the river (the Lugg) which runs 
immediately behind the station. I found it to be a very likely-looking stream, 
in fair condition as regards water, and in the stickles were fish rising rapidly to 
the fly. Unfortunately, I had just sent on from the station my rod and fishing- 
gear, or I should have at once proceeded to offer the fish a change of diet, but 
Timmediately went after them into the town. When I got back again to the 
river the sun had set, a mist was creeping over the waters, and the evening rise 
had quite died away. 

The arrangement for the next day was to fisha portion of the Lugg some milesabove 
Leominster, and thither we went by road. A drive of halfan hour orso brought 
us to the monument on the roadside spoken of by “The Amateur Angler” in 
a recent number, recording the battle of Mortimer’s Cross. It is an interesting 
erection, and a hasty glance was all I could give it, as a heavy squall was just 
coming up, which made my companions more desirous of getting out of the rain 
than reading historical records. So far as [ remember, the inscription set out 
the details of the fight at pretty considerable length, enumerated all the general 
officers intrusted with an important command, including Mortimer (was he the 
Mortimer whose name, some fifty years before, young Hotspur was going to 
teach a starling to cry?) anda Welsh chieftain—not “dam’d Glendower,” for 
he had been dead many a year. The inscription further intimated that the 
result of this battle was to fix firmly on the throne Edward the Fourth. My 
idea is that for a firmly-fixed monarch Edward gota pretty considerable shaking 
at Barnet fight some time afterwards, when Warwick had gone over to the 
opposition. About a mile further on we found another “Mortimer’s Cross,” 
with another inscription (over the door), in which my companions found greater 
interest, and, after a brief stay there, a few minutes’ further journeying brought 
us to the Lugg, where permission had been obtained for our day’s fishing. The 
river here is a splendid trout and grayling stream ; magnificent deep pools and 
stickles abound in rapid succession, and the scenery around is most beautiful, 
reminding me strongly of that in the valley of the Upper Exe above Tiverton. 





I was soon at work with the fly, using a cast consisting of Willow Fly, Red ~ 


Tag, and a fly known as the “ Rutting Stag,” directions for dressing which I had 
taken from a back number of the Fisuinc Gazetrs. The grayling that rose 
were small, the biggest not over }1b., and I managed to secure fifteen of these 
before the day was over, besides one or two decent trout that I saw occasion- 
ally rise in odd corners. These latter I cajoled with dry fly, although the 
grayling I hooked were those known as Shott grayling ; my companion, who 
knew the stream well, killed some grand fish, running from llb. to 2lb. We 
might have had better sport if the weather had been favourable and not so 
windy, it being almost impossible at times to keep the cast of flies on the 
water. 

Our second day’s fishing was much like that of the first day, the water we 
fished being a preserved portion of the Lugg just below Mortimer’s Cross. 
When we commenced at 11 o’clock there was a decent rise of fish to the Willow 
Fly, which lasted only a short time, and then the wind sprang up again, blowing 
even harder than it had done the previous day, and the sky had all the appear- 
ance of heavy rain coming on ; so, for the afternoon, I contented myself with 
looking about me and by chatting with the keeper, who evidently knew a good 
deal about flies, until my companions were ready to go home. I had about a 
dozen fish in my basket (chiefly Shott grayling), while my friends, who had 
stuck at it in face of wind and weather, showed much better baskets. 

We had now only one more day to fish, and it was with feelings of mortifica- 
tion that I heard during the night rain coming down very heavily, to such an 
extent that I felt convinced the river must be too much discoloured for the fly next 
day, and in the morning I made up my mind to return at once. My host told 
me, however, there was still a chance of sport, as it took a lot of rain to bring a 
fresh down ; so, taking the rod, we set out for the Association water below 
Leominster. The stream was much discoloured, but the appearance of a fish 
rising here and there showed it to be still fit for the fly, and 1 put up the same 
cast as before, except the Point fly, which I changed toa Honey-Dun Orange 
Bumble, dressed on a No. 1 hook. The fish were principally trout that were 
rising, with “here and there a grayling,” and up to 1 o'clock I had takena 
dozen good fish ; then the sun broke out bright and hot, and fish ceased moving. 
Passing back again up the river while the sun was bright, I met another angler 
coming down (the only one I saw out that day), and, seeing I was a stranger on 
the water, he kindly gave me some hints as to the best casts, flies, &c. After 
passing some distance up stream, I arrived at a sluggish stretch of deep water, 
overshadowed on both sides by trees,and here some good fish were rising, and by 
sticking to them persistently I managed to add eight of their number to my 
basket (they were killed principally with the Bumble) ; then I moved up to the 
head of the water where the Pinsley brook runs in,and sat down to a rather late 
lunch. During my luncheon my acquaintance of the morning came up ; he had 
only secured one fish during the day, so I gaye hima Bumble and told him to 
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wait for the evening rise, which he declined to do. Soon after this the evening 
rise began, and the fish took well. The only fly I used was the Bumble, and I 
cast it dry over rising fish, after I had taken off my droppers, and in scarcely 
any instance was it refused, except just as it was becoming dark, when the fish 
seemed to be feeding to the August Dun, but it was then too late to change 
the cast. I had added ten more good-sized trout to the basket, which was 
quite heavy enough to carry home ; so I tackled up and bade the Lugg adieu. 
Tiverton. R. A. 





A POISONED RIVER. 
By “THE CHERWELL OTTER.” 


LAST season, although the pollution of the Lea caused the convention 
of several public meetings, at which resolutions more or less con- 
demnatory of the existing state of affairs were passed, and also 
formed the subject of a lengthy correspondence in the daily papers, 
no steps appear to have been taken by the authorities to abate the 
nuisance. In fact, the condition of the river along the whole of its 
course, from the outfall of the sewage works at Tottenham to below 
Lea Bridge, is so filthy that the fish are literally dying in thousands, 
and the noxious effluvia arising from the water, combined with the 
stench of the putrefying fish, renders the vicinity of the banks un- 
bearable, if not dangerous to human life. 

A few days ago I found myseif for the first time in my pilgrimage through 
this vale of tears at Tottenham. Having brought my business to a satisfactory 
conclusion, and being free for the remainder of the afternoon, I walked over 
to the Ferry Boat Inn to make my acquaintance with the stream I had so often 
read of but never seen. I was not disappointed in the anticipations I had 
formed of the famous resort of the London roach fishermen : it was picturesque, 
and every yard spoke of fish as plainly as water can speak to those who know 
how to read the face of a river. I paused fora moment on the wooden foot- 
bridge leading to the inn to contemplate the picture of still life presented by 
the long stretch of meadows through which the river wound its sinuous course 
like a thread of silver. With all a fisherman's yearning I saw a carp sunning 
himself out in the stream, but, alas! I was tackleless, and, with a regretful sigh, 
I passed on into the house. Whilst I was soothing my feelings at the bar, 
three very rough-looking customers, dressed in suits of corduroy, which had 
become polished and glossy from long wear, came in and called. for a pot of 
“six arf.” After a while they commenced criticising the stuffed fish in the 
glass cases ranged round the walls. Their knowledge of angling, judging by 
the general tenour of their remarks, did not appear to be very extensive, but the 
strength of their language amply compensated for a few of their piscatorial 
shortcomings. 

“ Strike me fat, Chorley,” observed one of the trio, who certainly, as far as 
outward and visible appearances were concerned, did not require any additional 
development of his adipose tissue, pointing to a large carp in one of the cases 
opposite the door, “ thet’s a rare fine fish, now. I'll bet he give the bloke what 
caught it a rare doing—what do you think ?” 

“Yes, mate,” replicd the other, “you're abouht right there. Why, don’t you 
remember how that little ‘un smashed me up a week ago come last Sunday ? 
They are blooming orful things to pull when you do get ‘em on, and that, mind 


you, ain't mor’n once in a blue moon, for they’r about as artful as sin, and twice — 


as hard to ketch hold on.” 

Finding they were, except for the slight fault I have mentioned, very decent 

specimens of their class, I joined in the conversation, and related a few anecdotes 
of my own prowess amongst the carp. 
~ “Did you ever git hold of one as large as that there big ’un?” asked one of 
my newly-made acquaintances. 

'T modestly replied in the affirmative, and so the conversation went on, until 
at length, noticing I was interested in the Lea, and a total stranger to the neigh- 
bourhood, one of the three remarked : 

“Lor, sir, you ought’er walk along the banks as far as Lea Bridge an’ see the 
-fish as have bin turned up by the stuff as comes from the sewage works, If 

‘you'll believe me there’s millions on ’em.” 

I ventured to doubt the accuracy of this last assertion. 

“Very well, then,” he rejoined, rather emphatically ; “if you don’t b’lieve 
me, you arsk Jim or Chorley there, and they'll tell’ee the same. If I never 
chawks another bloomin’ load o’ winkles it’s gorspel.” 

“ He’s quite right, governor, it’s summut orlful to see ’em,” replied the pair 
almost in a breath. ‘ P’raps there ain’t quite millions on ’em, ’cos that’s a lot ; 
but there ain’t no doubting the fact as sich is the case.” 

“Look ’ere, Chorley,” said the first speaker, “if the gent thinks we're a-string- 
ing him, let’s give hima seat in our boat (it'll hold four comfortable if Bill 
sits fair in the middle), and then he'll be able to jedge for hisself whether we 
ain’t right.” 

The proposition having been assented to con amore, we drank bon voyage in a 
glass of something “short” (at least, that was the name given it by “ Chorley”), 
and proceeded to the spot where our craft was moored. I cannot truthfully 
assert that I looked with satisfaction on the prospect before me, for, as I have 
said, my companions were anything but a prepossessing set of beings ; but, 
-putting aside my qualms, I got into the boat. The process of embarkation was 
a somewhat difficult one, attended by a considerable amount of danger. On the 
fat gentleman endeavouring to get aboard, the vessel gave a violent lurch, and 
we were all but capsized. At first starting the stream was beautifully clear and 
in prime order for roaching, but as soon as we had passed the sewage works it 
assumed a totally different hue. A milky-coloured stream of water, which I 
have a strong suspicion was highly impregnated with chloride of lime, was 
pouring from the mouth of the outfall of the works, and whilst we were within 
afew yards of the culvert from whence this delectable solution was flowing, 

J im, pointing to a dead fish, exclaimed, ‘ There you are, sir—there’s the first on 


I requested the two oarsmen to take the boat across, and on picking it up I 
found the fish was a small roach, which, though it had only been dead a few 
hours, was already in an advanced state of decomposition. The next victim 
was an eel weighing about 41b., and when an eel gives up the game the state of 
the water must be bad indeed. The sight which met the eye on every side was 
pitiable in the extreme. Dead fish averaging from 2oz. to 1b. were floating in 
“countless numbers, some singly, others in shoals of fives, tens, and twenties. In 
“the quiet bogs, amongst the stems of the clumps of rushes, and in the indenta- 
‘tions of the banks, or wherever the current lost its power, the fish lay in scores, 
“and all down the river white buoyant specks showed where the unfortunate fish 
“had succumbed to the poisonous matter. I have seen a brook in which some 
“wretched scamp, under cover of the night, had thrown a bushel of lime and 
“poisoned the trout in all directions ; but,in the whole of my experience—and I can 


look back to something like a period of five-and-twenty years by the riverside— 
I have never witnessed anything which should call forth such a strong and 
decided protest from the whole of the metropolitan fraternity as this. 

During one of our stoppages to count the fish in an eddy, a young fellow on 
the bank inquired if I had seen the quantity of the victims to someone's mis- 
management, in what he described as a big pool higher up the reach. I answered 
in the negative ; what I had already come across was quite enough for one day, 
and he, amidst many protestations of regret, assured me that the mortality here 
was a mere nothing, the water at the point he indicated simply being a mass of 
putrid matter. What particular chemical it is which causes the mischief, or who 
is responsible for its introduction into the Lea, Ido not pretend to give an 
opinion. The people on the towing-path, some of whom were fishing, although 
I imagine their efforts only resulted in disappointment, asserted it was entirely 
due to the sewage works ; but there is one thing certain—whoever the person or 
persons are, they deserve a heavy punishment for their misdeeds. The worst 
sight of all was along the strip of gravel foreshore immediately above Lea 
Bridge. Here the edge of the field was along line of weeds and dead fish, 
which rose and fell with every ripple from the pleasure boats. 

Great and frequent efforts have been made to overcome the fiat of the 
dunderheaded red tapeism which, without rhyme or reason, precludes the 
London anglers from enjoying the use of the ornamental water in the public 
parks. But here isa case which even more urgently calls forth a decided protest. 
I have fished many streams, but I have never known a piece of water so 
thoroughly depopulated as the reaches hetween the two points I have named, 
for I am open to lay a very heavy wager that, had the river been dragged, we 
should not have found a single living specimen of any kind of coarse fish or eel 
in the whole of the distance we had come. It isa trite and a true saying that 
one half of the world does not know how the other half live, and it is equally 
true that one half of the world don’t know what the other half will eat—that 
is, if our corpulent friend is to be believed. “ Ah!” he exclaimed, at the same 
time heaving a portentous sigh whilst he regretfully smelt a fine roach which 
he had just picked up ; “it’s an orful pity they're a bit too far gone for cook- 
ing.” 

‘CA bit too far gone for cooking!” I remarked. ‘‘ What, do you mean to say 
you would cook any fish from here ?” 

““ Why, bless your innercence !” he replied ; “if they warn’t quite so high Td 
pick up a barrer load, and I knows where I could plant ’em proper to-morrow 
morning.” 

“Do youreally mean what you say 
countenance. 

“T do jest a bit, mister. Why, Lord love you, they'd sell like steam.” 

By this time we were at our destination, and with just one more glass to our 
future meeting, I left my three companions, piscatorially speaking, a sadder and 
a Wiser man. 












































2” LT inquired, with a rather horrified cast of 





NOTES ON THE ROD-FISHING ON SCOTCH RIVERS, SPRING 
AND SUMMER, 1886. 
(Continued from page 164.) 
Tux Forss.—The spring fishing on this river was again quite up to expectation. 
It has proved very good ever since the time that the effect of the artificial 
breeding in the hatchery began to be manifest. The sport throughout the 
summer was very encouraging on the whole, and the days that fished blank when 
conditions were thoroughly favourable were few and far between. The best 
killing flies were the Macnicol, the Silver Doctor, and the Childers. 

Tur HALLADALE gave some very fair sport early in the season, as good waters 
at that time were of pretty frequent occurrence. This river is not much to be 
depended upon, however, as it soon floods and soon runs out. Anglers from the 
Forsinard and Melvich Hotels had some runs of encouraging sport during the 
summer. On the whole, the fishing this year has been above an average ; but it 
would have been even better had spates occurred oftener, as fish were very 
numerous on the coast during the summer. Jock Scott, Fra Diavola, the Silver 
Popham, and the Halladale Eagle were the best flies. 

Tp NAvER.—Several of the rods on the Naver had capital sport during the 
past spring. The river was often running in beautiful volume, the weather as 
often was very favourable, and fish were plentiful. Nothing need be said of 
the’grilse-fishing in summer—it is always a success. A rod on this lovely river 
is well worth securing for the summer months. Many fish are now in Loch 
Naver, and a good few up the Mallert. In the heavy waters which were 
running during spring, fancy Eagle flies were used with a great measure of 
success. The Bruce is getting to be a recognised fly on the Naver. 

Tur Carron fished about an average. Fishing on this river is now obtained 
by staying at the Balnagown Arms, Ardgay. But for the close and incessant 
netting of the Kyle, into which the Carron falls opposite Bonar Bridge, the 
angling in summer would undoubtedly be far better than it is. 3 
Tun SHIN gave good sport as usual during the spring months, and about an 
average year’s yield of pretty heavy fish were obtained by the rods on the lower 
reach. in summer the river flowed in good size, and there being fine runs of 
grilse, the sport, considered all over, was quite up to that of an average year. 
The Shin is a beautiful river, but it is over-rated, notwithstanding that it can 
always be kept in good angling trim by regulating the sluice at Loch Shin to 
admit of an exactly sufficient outflow of water. The angling is let by the month 
at a pretty high figure. ; 

Tie CASSLEY was occasionally in very good ply during the summer, and on 
these occasions some very fair sport with grilse was got. j 
Tun OYKELL.—One or two of the gentlemen who put up at Oykell Bridge 
Inn had several capital days during the summer months. This nice river is very 
easily fished, and though it does not now carry the number of fish it once did, it 
is still of fair repute as a grilse river. June, July, and August are the best 
angling months, and the charge per rod is £20 a month. : 
Tun Saxrorp and Loca Stack have again more than maintained their repu- 
tation as the best sea-trout waters in the North. 
Tir INveR.—Anglers on this river enjoyed a tolerable amount of good sport 
during the summer. Fish were plentiful all over the river. Anglers fishing 
with fly killed a good many salmon on Loch Assynt. : 
Tur Kirk aic.—On this river several anglers have met with good sport this 
summer. The lower beat has yielded fully better, up to date, than the upper. 
The angling, for which 12s. 6d. a day is charged, is in the hands. of the hotel- 
keeper at Loch Inver. : 
Tu Lociy.—Late in spring and early in summer several of the beats yielded 
very well. The Lochy is in high repute. It has the name of being the most 
beautiful and best angling river on the west coast, and its fishing. is sweetly 
aid for. 
i Tip GARRY of Loch Ness was opened a fortnight later in spring this year 
‘than usual. T'wo rods had first-rate sport for a time, and the fish, as usual, were 
of a large size for the most. This is the best early river in Inverness-shire, and 
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i hare considerably heavier on an average than those caught early in spring 
arr other Scotch beer: The salmon of the Garry run the Ness and Loch 
Ness about the time the Loch Tay salmon run the Tay—in the winter months. 

Tur Griversta (Lews).—Very superior sport was obtained for awhile this 
summer. The water kept in wonderfully good fishing order at the best time for 
fish ascending, consequently the pools were exceedingly well stocked. This 
river, though but a grilse rod brook at the best, is equal, if not better, for summer 
fishing than any river in the mainland. The Lews fishing is yearly being more 
and more run upon. Old anglers affirm that the Lews is overrun. This may be 
quite true, but this year its fishings have been up to the mark. ; 

“ Tur Carron (Locu Carron) has been fished with a good deal of fair success. 
The grilse-fishing is the most important sport obtained in summer. 

Tur Awr.—Heavy fish have been caught in this river since June. The upper 
reaches, taken all over, have yielded better than the lower. A good many very 
fine sea-trout have been caught. The flies once more to the front were the 
Auburn and Thunder and Lightning. i 

Tue Orciy.—Late in spring the lower beat yielded very well several days ; 
but the fishing on the whole was not up to an average. This river could be 
much improved by judicious artificial pooling. ; 

Tur Frucu was fished with very meagre success this summer. Tew grilse 
and sea-trout ascended, and the water was altogether too low for angling. 





MORRIS’S “ECLIPSE LIVE BAIT SPINNER.” 


WE recently noticed a very capital artificial bait, “The Balgarian Spinner,” 
brought out by Mr. Warner, of Harborne, Birmingham, and now _Mr. Morris, 
of Marston Works, Redditch, sends us by far the best natural bait spinner we 
have yet seen. All who have tried the “ Devon” or ‘“ Angel” minnow know 
that it is one of the best spinning artificial baits you can use. This arises from 
the fact that the position of the fans on the head and their flat shape cause the 
water to act far more powerfully in turning the bait than when the fans are 
curved, as in the Caledonian Minnow, even though the fans in the latter are 
much larger. It will be seen clearly from our engraving that Mr. Morris has 
adopted the head and fans of the Devon bait, and he could not, in our opinion, 
have chosen a better model. To bait the Eclipse, you take a gudgeon, roach, 
dace, minnow, or other fish, according to the size of the spinner you are using ; 








| 
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SOME FLIES FROM ASHBOURNE. 


Axout this time of year for many years past we have received some samples of 
flies suitable for pra ling naling from Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire. This year, for the first time, we find flies on eyed-hooks in the 
packet, and very nice they are, especially a little ‘Dark Spider,” as Messrs. 
Foster call it—we should have said it was meant for a Red Spinner; any 
way, it is an excellent pattern. A Golden Dun and some oliveand grey quills, 
with upright split wings, are patterns we should put up with the utmost confidence. 
Then there is our old favourite, the Honey Dun Bumble, one of the best fancy 
grayling flies ever invented. Messrs. Foster keep honey dun fowls almost 


| chiefly for this fly. The Mulberry Bumble is not only a grand autumn fly, 


but is taken well in the early spring months, when the February Red is on 
the water ; in our opinion it is a more killing copy of the natural fly than the 
winged orthodox pattern. Dr. Sanctuary’s “ Fancy” is another patternin the 
lot. We recently spoke well of its killing powers; it is a good fly to try 
when you are at your wit’s end to find something which will kill. A small 
Grey Palmer with silver twist is a fly we have occasionally done well with, but 


| have never tried it very much. 


FLUTTERING OR “ REVERSE WING” FLIES. 


In 1883 Messrs. Foster brought out flies in which the wings were reversed, 
as shown in the cut : 





and for nearly 40 years —in fact, since the 1851 Exh ibition—flies have been made 
in this way in this country. An American firm has recently taken out a patent 
for flies dressed on this plan, and we think the idea is more likely to be useful 
among the unsophisticated trout of America than in our ‘hard-thrashed streams ; 





MoRRIS’s “ ECLIPSE LIVE-BAIT SPINNER.” 


push the barbed wire, W, down the bait’s mouth; push the head into the cap, 
fix one of the hooks of the top triangle in the back of the bait ; and, finally, 
make all quite secure by means of the holdfast hook H, which is pressed through 
a hole in the metal cap, into the head of the bait. 

In general idea there is nothing new in this Spinner. Mr. Pennell has 
described a similar contrivance, and so have others; but the details are new, 
and, in our opinion, Mr. Morris deserves the thanks of all who use spinning 
baits, natural or artificial, This Eclipse Spinner will spin anything. A spratis 
a beautifully bright bait, but too delicate to use with a flight’ of hooks merely. 


silvery strip from a herring ; push the wire through one end of it ; run it up 
and into the head ; fasten with the holdfast Hook H ; then twist the strip of 
herring round the wire, keeping the silvery side outside, and finish off by pushing 
the point through near the end of the strip. In fact, there is no end to the killing 
baits you can extemporise with the aid of this spinner—even to a bit of carrot 
roughly shaped to show a red back and yellow belly. Mr. Morris has made 
several little improvements in the “ Eclipse” at our Suggestion, and we can 
recommend his work as being sensible and conscientious, and the material strong 
and good. As the “ Eclipse” will probably be pirated, anglers should be sure 
they are getting those made by Mr. Morris. This caution is necessary, because 
we find disappointment is often caused through our readers having inferior 
imitations of things we have noticed palmed off upon them—when they doubt- 
less wonder how we can have recommended them. 


TE OEE IS TE SRE 





DON’T WORRY. 


[The Editor of the Brooklyn Eagle, 
“Don’t worry ” ; 
Don’t.”—Ep. | 


‘‘ Don’? worry, my son, don’t worry. Don’t worry about something that you 
think may happen to-morrow, because you may die to-night, and to-morrow will 
find you beyond the reach of worry. Don’t worry over a thing that happened 
yesterday, because yesterday is a hundred years away. If you don’t believe 
it, Just try to reach after it and bring it back. Don’t worry about anything 
that is happening to-day, because to-day will only last fifteen or twenty 
minutes. If you don’t believe it, tell your creditors you'll be ready to settle in 
full with them at sunset. Don’t worry about things you can’t help, because 
worry only makes them worse. Don’t worry about things you can help, 
because then there’s no need to worry. Don’t worry at all. If you want to be 
penitent now and then, it won’t hurt you a bit to go into the sackcloth and 
ashes business a little. It will do you good. If you want to cry a little once 
in a long while, that isn’t a bad thing. If you feel like going out and clubbing 
yourself occasionally, I think you need it, and will lend you a helping hand at 
it, and put a plaster on you afterwards. All these things will do you good. 
But worry, worry, worry, fret, fret, fret—why, there's neither sorrow, peni- 


tence, Strength, penance, reformation, hope, nor resolution in it. It’s just 
worry. 


A. Burdette, is an angler. He says, 
and we join him in saying, “To those about to worry,— 





it might prove too fluttering here. At the same time, we frankly confess we 
never tried it. These “ flutterers” would evidently dry well, and the wings 
would stand out well ; they are really beautifully made. Anglers love a novelty, 
evenif itis only tolaughat ; audif there is nothing new under the sun it is not 
Messrs. Fosters’ fault. Yes, we recommend enthusiasts to get a few fluttering 
red and grey quills. 

FLies ON InvistpsLE Hooks. 


We said just now it was not Messrs. Fosters’ fault if there was nothing new 


: : : : | ; th i ivi : 
The Eclipse is the very thing for it; or you can, when short of Laie eukia under the sun ; they are continually striving after novelty. The amateur angler 


sighed for an invisible hook on invisible gut, and here, according to Messrs. 
Foster, is the very thing. If trout have eyes like other mortals, then we greatly 
fear, Messrs. Foster, they would call you “visionary enthusiasts ”—instead of one 
hook you give us two, and call them invisible! ‘J oking apart, these flies are 
dressed on extra fine wire double hooks, and very good ones, too. We have 
seen genuine testimonials from anglers who speak most highly of these fine 
double-hooked flies, and we hope to give them a personal trial later on. 


EE 





THE SALMON BACKHOUSE PATENT FLY-BOOK. 


Mr. R. SALMON BACKHOUSE, St. Andrew’s Chambers, Park-row, 
Leeds, has patented a fly-book, which is becoming very popular 
among North-country anglers; indeed, Mr. T. E. Pritt, author of 
“ North-Country Flies,” considers it “a long way the best thing of 
its kind in the market.” 

While admitting readily that it is in some respects an improvement, we must 
point out to Mr. Backhouse that in the main features of his book he has been 
anticipated by Major Carlisle (* South-West,” of the Field), who last year, or 
the year before, gave Messrs. Eaton and Deller his design of a fly-box, which 
consists of a case to hold two or more wooden frames, on which felt is 
stretched. You can arrange your flies for the season on a series of these 
frames (like small school slates in appearance), and take out with you in the 
case the two or three frames containing the flies in season. We have used one 
of Major Carlisle’s boxes for some time now for eyed-hooks, and find it answers 
admirably. 

Mr. Backhouse’s “ book” consists of felt in wooden frames like Major Car- 
lisle’s, in a box or case ; but in several ways it is an improvement on the Major's. 
The frames are not so thick, and a thinner, softer felt is used, which makes it 
easier to extract the flies. By means of a very ingenious brass hinge at top 
and bottom of each frame the latter can be taken out of the case and exchanged 
for another frame in a moment. When hinged in the case the frames are like 
the mounts in an album or the leaves of a book—a very convenient arrange- 
ment indeed. The leather case contains two large pockets for collars, &c.—a 
band for scissors. The whole thing is beautifully made, very light, and, for 
its size, will hold twice as many flies without crushing as any other book or 
box we know. One Tin. by 5in., and 1Jin, thick, with three frames, will easily 
hold a thousand flies on eyed-hooks. The curious part of it is that this book, 
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which one would say was essentially for dry flies, was designed, and is used in 
the North, for flies on gut. The inventor says : “I stick my flies on separately, 
and by ranging the flies lengthways next the frame (the gut being towards the 
centre), I find that three to four dozen flies, with gut attached, can be carried 
on each page, or six to eight dozen on each leaf. The gut has, of course, to be 
looped in the case of ‘ tail’ flies. An indiarabber band is stretched across two 



































of the pages for holding made-up casts.” The following are the advantages 
claimed for this book, and we must candidly say it possesses them, and that we 
can confidently recommend it :— 


“1, It will carry the most delicate flies and made-up casts for an indefinite time 
without crushing them. 
“2, It is equally suitable for flies tied on eyed-hooks, or on ordinary hooks with 
gut attached. ! 
‘" ‘ It will hold the flies and made-up casts securely when opened in a high 
wind, 
“4. It is lighter and more portable than ordinary fly-books, and it will not sink 
or suffer material injury if dropped into the water. 
“5. It facilitates an orderly arrangement of flies for the different seasons, and also 
for different rivers or lakes, 
“6, The flies can be seen at a glance, and any fly abstracted without the least 
difficulty. 
“7, It is simple in design and construction, and calculated to last a lifetime. 
*§, The frames fitting tightly together, moth cannot get in,” 
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TuE following extract from a private letter from Major Traherne will be read 
with interest. We congratulate the major on his splendid sport :—“ T daresay 
you may like to know what we are doing here (Stanley-on-the-Tay). Upto the 
week ending the 11th inst. sport was indifferent, owing to the low state of the 
water ; but a big flood came, and during the week ending the 18th we (two rods) 
killed 47 fish, 34 of which were salmon from 12lb. to 25lb., and 13 grilse, average 
about 8lb. I hada great day on Thursday, the 16th, killing nine salmon, of 
25, 21, 18, 17, 16, 14, 13, 13, and 11]b., and four grilse of 8, 6, 5, 5lb. This week 
sport is not so good. We have 12 fish for three days’ fishing, none over 24lb. 
At Stobhall, which is the cream of the Tay as far as autumn fishing is concerned, 
they kill three to one almost in proportion to what we do here. One day Mr. 
Barclay Field and party had 43 fish, and Mr. Munro, of Taymont, 
and party, another day, 31 fish ;—extraordinary sport! I see in 
your last edition ‘ Greenheart” wishes to know if salmon like grains in autumn, 
as well as spring, and for his information I can say that from this time out, 
they should be quite as deadly. They can be had by writing to Scott’s Oyster 
Rooms, Coventry-street, Haymarket, where they are sold at a reasonable price. 
They should be packed in salt, and kept in brine, which I think is preferable 
to glycerine, and costs nothing. The most approved tackle can be had of Mr. 
W. Hayse, 63, Patriok-street, Cork.” 7 
bt 
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_ Le Temps of Sept. 17 has a long article describing the manner in which the 
rivers of France in all parts of the country are being ruined by poachers, who 
use quicklime and other more subtle and deadly fish poisons, and dynamite with 
impunity. Our French contemporary bewails the inaction of the authorities, 
and points out that it is impolitic in the extreme to allow the natural resources 
of a country to be ruined in this way. 

% c % Es ° 

Mr. Percy Lindley has just issued a new edition of his “ Walks in Epping 
Forest,” containing a chapter on the “Forest Birds,” by that well-known 
ornithologist, Mr. J. E. Harting. This gives increased interest to a delightful 
little book. Millions of Londoners are quite unaware of the existence, within 
an hour's run by train, of some of the most beautiful sylvan scenery in England. 
This little book will help to enlighten them ; the illustrations are, for the most 
part, very good. 

aa aS % as * 

Anglers are at present getting splendid sport on the Tay. During two days 
at the end of last week Mr. Barclay Field and party landed on Stanley water 
twenty salmon and grilse, the total weight being upwards of 500lb. Mr. W. 
Cunninghame, of Lames Law, also fishing at Stanley, landed in one day eight 
beautiful salmon, the aggregate weight of which was 120lb. 

a * 


The Sheffield Independent says: “Apparently the fishing in the middle, or 
what might be termed the Bakewell, length of the Wye will, by next year, have 
greatly recovered its former condition, and there is no denying that the fish 
have come up stream, and that the river here, so far as the trout are concerned, 
did not suffer from the disastrous liming as much as was feared.” We regret 
that we hear a very different story from trustworthy correspondents. There 
was some talk at the time of the accident—if it can be called an accident—of 
poe some thousands of yearling trout into the depopulated parts of the river; 

ut so far we have not heard of a fish being put in. 
% te ES % ° 

We are often asked to give a recipe for staining gimp. We do not know any- 
thing which stains properly and does not affect the silk. Why will not the 
gimp manufacturers stain the copper or brass wire before it is wound on to the 
floss silk, and why do they insist upon using floss silk? The wire hides flaws 
in the silk, and a break is the consequence. The best plan is to dispense with 
gimp entirely. Salmon gut stained is far stronger, and the hooks should be 
mounted on Messrs. Farlow’s plaited annealed wire. You only require a few 


‘ 


inches of wire to keep the gut at a safe distance from the pike’s teeth. Gimp 
is very deceptive : it has an appearance of strength which is half of it mere 
metal covering, and anglers would do well to remember this, especially when 
fishing where fine pike tackle is necessary. 
% a 3 * * 
“J.P. W.” perpetrates the following amusing bull in one of his interesting 
“ Jottings” in the Morning Advertiser (Sept. 18). Speaking of the approach of 
winter, he says: “The autumn months are fast creeping on apace with giant 
strides.” 
# * x * * 
Mr. J. Wilson, of the Edinburgh Evening News, has had good sport recently 
among the yellow trout and finnock in the Spey. 
2 
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The climax of absurdity appears to have been reached by the Yorkshire 
Fishery Board. It seems that in adopting a scale of licenses for killing trout 
by nets and nightlines, they have rendered every fair rod angler in the district 
liable to a prosecution for using a rod without a license, no such licenses being 
in existence. Anglers can only protect themselves by obtaining a mandamus 
against the Board. As the Yorkshire anglers appear to be in fora license on 
rods whether they like it or not, let them wake up and see that they have a real 
and efficient protection for their money. 

% % % % o 

“ Sums received from trout licenses ought in fairness to be applied to the pro- 
tection and for the benefit of trout waters.” All trout anglers who live in fishery 
districts should remember that this is the opinion of Mr. A. D. Berrington, 
H.M. Inspector of Fisheries, as expressed by him in his recent report on the 
Yorkshire Fishery District. 

ae ae ae a 23 

Why is it that poaching is so rife in Yorkshire, especially in the neighbour- 
hood of Pickering ? We have the best authority for saying that every year, for 
the last six years, from seven hundred to a thousand trout and grayling have 
been murdered by poachers with click hooks, sniggles, and nets. The unfortu- 
nate part of it is that the worst sinners are “ gentlemen,” though how a gentle- 
man can find sport in such accomplishments we do not understand. One would 
have imagined that the gentry of a district would have been the first to put 
down poaching and wholesale depopulation of the rivers. : 

ae * * * 

The Birminghum Daily Post says: “Immense quantities of pike, bream, 
tench, and other fish have been poisoned in the river Nene, in the vicinity of 
Wellingborough, Northamptonshire. Thousands were discovered on Thursday 
morning, the 16th inst., in a condition of stupefaction, floating on the top of 
the water. A search revealed that for miles the fish were apparently all dead 
or dying. Tons were found at the lock gates, and in some instances, where it 
was ascertained that they were not all dead, they were conveyed into mill-ponds, 
and a good many apparently recovered. How the river has been poisoned is 
unknown.” 

* * at * ue 

The following note is from the Scottish Border Record : “ GALASHIELS.—The 
trout in the Tweed and its tributaries are now rising well to fly, which, as usual, 
has not been the case for the two past months. Last week and this takes from 
six up to ten pounds have been got on the Tweed, both below and above Gala- 
shiels. There are some salmon in the river ; but we have heard of only two 
being caught. Unless the rivers get too fine—which is not likely to be the case 
—some good fly-fishing will be had for some weeks. On Sunday an angler was 
out on Tweed, near Galafoot, and got a good basketful, we have been told. 
This is the first case of Sunday angling of which we have heard in this district. 
He seems to have had better luck than one of our townsmen famous in angling 
feats, who was heard the other day complaining, “ Every troot costs me six- 
pence ha’penny a-piece, wi’ trains tae Thornilee an’ back.” 

* * * * # 

This must bea relative of that Scotchman who thanked his stars when the 
salmon got off—his fear being, not that he should lose the fish, but that the fish 
would take his “twa an’ saxpenny flee.” 

a * * ae as 

The magistrates of Youghal have been somewhat bothered lately how to deal 
with charges brought by the Blackwater Fishery Conservators against the Hon. 
More Smyth and Thomas Barry with fishing illegally during the weekly close 
season in June last. The case was, on a former occasion, dismissed ; but the 
Conservators’ brought it on again, saying that it was owing to Mr. Smyth's 
position that a conviction was not given. This time the magistrates fined Barry, 
who was in the employment of Mr. Smyth, the sum of £5. 

* * * * * 

It seems a very disgraceful thing that the Conservators should have been 
obliged to literally force the magistrates to do their duty. It would seem, 
indeed, as if there was one law for the rich and another for the poor in Ireland. 
Will the peasants refrain from poaching while their superiors in position openly 
defy the law? From our experience, and from what we have heard of such 
matters, we say emphatically that a vast amount of illegal fishing is done in 
Ireland by the very men whoshould set the example to their poorer neighbours, 
and who, in some cases, probably administer the law, or something which passes 
for it. Not long ago, it will be remembered that certain wealthy owners of 
stake nets in the tidal portions of the Shannon were heavily fined for fishing 
their nets on days when they should have kept them idle to allowa fair number 
of fish to get up the river to the spawning beds. These cases were not at all 
exceptional, except as regards the conviction and fine, and we do not hesitate to 
say that any attempts at fish preservation in Ireland will be almost useless until 
the landlords and fishery owners cease to disobey the law. 

ue ie ae ae 
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We commend the matter to the attention of Sir Thomas Brady, with the 
suggestion that if he finds the magistrates reluctant to do their duty where the 
offenders are of the better class, that he at once report the matter to the 
Government, who can, of course, remove the names of those particular members 
of the great unpaid from the roll of the magistracy. 

i ak a at at 

There has been some doubt as to whether the Mill Avon, at Tewkesbury, did 
or did not come within the district of the Severn Fishery Board. The Board 
have recently prosecuted a man named Joseph Wickes for using a cast-net with- 
out a license on the Mill Avon. The case had to be adjourned, and when it 
came on for hearing, Mr. F. Moore, who appeared for the Board, produced a 
certificate from the Secretary of State to the effect that all tributaries, if tribu- 
taries of the Severn, were within the jurisdiction of the Board, and thus cleared 
up a vexed point of some importance to anglers of the Midlands. The magis- 
trates fined Wickes 14s., and 12s. costs. 

ae * * * * 

It is rather rough of the clerk of the weather to send us a continuance of cold 
north-east winds in September. Have we not enough and to spare of north-east 
winds? Meanwhile, what can theangler do? The trout-fisher, anxious to make 
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the most of the last few days of the season, finds his favourite streams fined down 
to their lowest limit, while the bottom-fisher probably has similar experiences. 
Chub-fishers alone have a good time of it, and they, either with fly, frog, cheese, 
or any of the hundred and one baits on which chub are to be taken, may, with 
care, fine tackle, and cautious fishing, bring home well- filled creels. 

* 

Tt is about time that those who intend piscatorial operations this winter should 
be arranging their apparatus and sending in orders for eggs. In more than one 
fish hatchery last year more orders were received than could be carried out. 

* 


Messrs. Sutton and Sons, Queen’s Seedsmen, Reading, send us a copy of their 
beautifully got-up autumn catalogue. From personal experience of their grass 
and flower seeds and bulbs, we can safely say it is impossible to procure better 
than those supplied by the great Reading firm. At page 42 and onwards are 
given most useful monthly notes on bulb culture, giving complete information 
as to what particular kinds of bulbs are suitable for planting at different periods 
of the year, and full particulars as to their successful cultivation, descriptions, 
height, colour of all the principal kinds of hyacinths, narcissi, tulips, anemones, 
&c. A handsome coloured plate, illustrating the cultivation of hyacinths in 
Holland : this view was taken on one of the large bulb farms where Messrs. 
Sutton’s choice hyacinths are annually selected. At pages 6, 7, and 8 are parti- 
culars of their collections of flower roots, which are made up for gardens of 
various sizes, according to the wish of the purchaser. The catalogue is inclosed 
in a handsome illuminated cover, rendering it an attractive addition to the 
drawing-room table. The work may be had gratis and post free on applica- 


tion. 
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Jefferson, the actor, was an enthusiastic angler ; his love of angling, indeed, 
once nearly got him into trouble. He was playing his great part of Rip Van 
Winkle at Chicago, and though fatigued with a long railway journey, spent the 
whole of his first day at that place in fishing on the lake. He arrived at the 
theatre a little late and thoroughly exhausted, and he very naturally did not get 
any fresher as the piece proceeded. In the third act, the curtainrises and discovers 
the grey-haired Rip just completing his twenty years’ sleep, andat the end ofabouta 
minute he awakes and begins to grumble at having grown old in a night—a long 
one, indeed—and at his position generally. Well, the curtain went up, and there 
lay the sleeping Rip on the ground, his decayed gun by his side, and his clothes 
in tatters. A minute passed—two minutes—three, ten, and even twenty, and 
still Rip slept on. The audience became impatient and the prompter uneasy. 
Doubtless the great actor knew what he was about, but this was carrying things 
too far. Then the gallery began to shout, and one of the “gods” wanted to 
know if there were going to be ‘nineteen years more of the snooze business.” 
Just then Jefferson began to snore, and the prompter, in desperation, pushed 
out a walking-stick through a small trap in the stage, and began to prod him 
with it. Jefferson’s thoughts at once Hew to the railway car, and he muttered, 
drowsily, ‘“ Going right through, ductor!” This was hardly a suitable comment 
on the situation for Rip to make, and the audience, who did not understand the 
true state of affairs, were full of amazement. Just then Jefferson sat up sud- 
denly with a loud shriek, and clearly in considerable pain. The prompter, 
driven to desperation, had used a pin! After that the play proceeded with some 
celerity. 

% 6 e 3 @ 

Tho Thames steam-launch cas? we mentioned last we:k has been decided 
against the launch-owner. The plaintiffs were a Mr. Charles Oliver and a Mrs. 
Francis, whom he was rowing up the river when the affair happened, and the 
defendant was Bond, of Maidenhead. On the 27th of June, about 12 o'clock, 
asteam-tug was taking a bum-boat through Boulter’s Lock, and the delay 
thereby occasioned caused some forty boats to congregate below the lock, wait- 
ing to go through. Among these was the boat containing Mr. Oliver and Mrs. 
Francis. Suddenly the lady and gentleman, without the least warning, found 
themselves in the water, and their boat capsized. Mrs. Francis was helped to 
shore in a fainting condition. Mr. Oliver, while struggling in the water, received 
a severe blow on the back, which fortunately did not do him any serious injury. 
At the hearing, at Windsor, a witness, who was sitting on the bank at the time 
the accident happened, related exactly what took place. The Gem steam- 
laurich, he said, came up stream at a great pace, and tried to reach 


a pile in advance of the boats, so as to get into the lock first. 
In this, however, she failed, and made the attempt several times. 
Finally, the steersman left the wheel to try and get hold of the pile. The 


launch at once became unmanageable, ran into Mr. Oliver’s boat, and then came 
up to the charge again, hitting that gentleman in the back. Mr. Oliver, who 
is a gentleman of property, acting purely in the interests of the public, took 
proceedings in the County Court, and the jury awarded him £10 damages. 
In addition to that sum Bond will have to pay somewhat heavy costs. The 
affair will cost him much more than if he had been merely fined in a police- 
court for driving his launch too fast or recklessly. It appeared from the 
correspondence that he had ihe coolness to offer the large sum of 3d. as com- 
pensation for all injuries sustained. If there were more gentlemen like Mr. 
Oliver, we should hear less of reckless conduct on the part of steam-launch 


drivers. 
ES se ee 





J. F. SM1TH’s story, “ Minnigrey,” has proved a great success, and the proprietors 
of the London Journal are wise in continuing the same policy. They now announce 
‘Woman and Her Master,” by the same graphic pen. The opening chapters 
appear in No. 145, published Wednesday, September 22, the novel being illustrated 
throughout by the pencil of Sir John Gilbert, R.A. This story raised the circula- 
tion of the London Journal to more than half a million, and its republication can- 
not fail to attract the countless readers of wholesome fiction at the present day. 


CONVICTION UNDER THE FisHERY AcT.—At the Malvern Police-court, Thomas 
Dadson, of Brandsford, was charged with fishing without a license in the Leigh 
Brook on the 15th ult. Mr. J. Stallard prosecuted on behalf of the Worcester 
(Severn) Fishery Board, and Mr. Deauchamp defended. The secretary to the 
Worcester Angling Society proved watching the brook, with two assistants, on Sun- 
day morning, Aug. 15, and saw the defendant in the water with a net in his hands; 
when called to, heran away. For the defence, it was alleged that defendant was ill 
in bed onthe morning in question, and had been unable to go to work on Saturday, 
The Bench fined defendant £1, and 17s. 6d. costs. 


_ COCKNEY SPORTSMAN (out West): “Good shooting here, stranger?” Farmer : 
“You bet. This place can’t be beat for shooting. Yesterday four men were shot ; 
to-day three, so far ; and itlooks as if there would be a fourth purty soon.” 


GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozeh, 
orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 


Mrs. MAROUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition. Terms according to requirements. Highest references given 
and required. Address, MRS. MARCUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeea, Newbury, Berks, Reference kindly 
permitted to Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


H, L. C. (Threadneedle-street).—The blue mahoe “Cheltenham” pattern which you 
send us to examine is decidedly stiffer than the one we noticed some time ago ; 
in fact, it is too stiff for us. Doubtless it was sent in mistake, It could be put 
right by having the butt and second joint scraped down. It is magnificent 
wood. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. ] 


THE SIXTH “FISHING GAZETTE” TOURNAMENT. 
Srr,—I beg to acknowledge, on behalf of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, the sum of £15, being a first donation from the proceeds arising from the 
recent Tournament held at Twickenham, under the management of the Richmond 


Piscatorial Society.—I am, &c., 
7, Ironmonger-lane, Sept. 20. W. H. BroucHam (Sec. T.A.P.S.) 





Srr,—I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of £15 on account, from H. 
Davis, Esq., Secretary of the Richmond Piscatorial Society's Tournament Committee, 


being part of the proceeds of the Tournament.—I am, Xe., 
R. GHURNEY 


Foresters’ Hall, H.C., Sept. 22. (Sec. the Anglers’ Benevolent Society). 
P.S.—I also beg to acknowledge a donation of 5s. from Mr, Hellens, of the Good 
Intent, 





WIMBLEDON LAKE. 

Srr,—Since my last report, no fewer than fourteen carp have been captured by 
various anglers, weighing 64#1b., as follows :— 

Aug. 10, Mr. Southwood, 1, 6?1b.; Aug. 16, Mr. Bevan, 1, 43lb.; Aug. 17, Mr. 
Stidolph, 1, 53lb.; Aug. 23, Mr. Sampson, 1, 71b.; Sept. 5, Mr. Stidolph, 3, 12$Ib. ; 
Sept. 6, Mr. Johnson, 1, 221b. ; Sept. 9, Mr. Lewis, 1, 421b, ; Sept. 11, Clark, 2, 8lb. ; 
Sept. 12, Mr. Cowley, 1, 431b.; Sept. 12, Mr. Stidolph, 1, 221b. ; Sept. 13, Mr. Calleti, 
1, 51b. 

Tt is supposed that Mr. Padbury, whilst jack-fishing the other day, had hold of the 
jack that killed the cygnet, for Harper informed me it smashed up his strong salmon 
gut as though it had been hair.—I am, Xc., MARK ANTONY, 

N.B.—Nearly all the above carp were taken with paste. 





LOWESTOFT FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 

Sir.—l beg to acknowledge your esteemed favour of yestorday, inclosing 
cheque value £1 1s.asadonation from Philip Geen, Esq., towards the loss we sus- 
tained by our late Fisheries Exhibitior. : ; 

May I beg of you to hand Mr, Geen my receipt for same, with many thanks for 
his kindness ? 

Will you please accept my acknowledgments for mentioning onr loss in last week’s 
Gazerre? I beg to inclose you a list of donations received towards reducing our 
loss :— 

E. Whitmore Jones, £5; G. Mason (Wherry Hotel), £223. ; J. Botteley, £1 1s, ; 
J. G. Ling, £1 1s.; L. T. Johnson, £1 1s.; Lowestoft Standard, £1 1s.; P. Geen, 
£1 1s,; A. T. Clarkson, £1 1s.; Holbrook and Co., £1 14s, 6d.; R. C. Cook, £1 63.8d.; 
BR. Burges:, £1; Rev. OC. J. Steward, £1; J. D. Farrer, £1; J. EH. Crisp, £1; W. P. 
Garrod. £1; .W.S. Everitt, £1; DoW. Harvey, £1; A. Stebbings, 15s. 6d.; B.V. 
Winch, 10s.; T. Bedford, 10s.; A. C. Vaughan, 10s, 6d.; G. Mallows, 10s.; J.E, 
Pretty, 5s.—I am, &c., 


Sept. 17. Lewis T. JOHNSON, 








SEA-TROUT IN SALT WATHR. 

Srr,—In reply to “ Haco,” he should try a small spoon bait. I have found a small 
gold spoon, sold by Carter and Peek, 137, St. John-street-road, as a *‘ perch spoon,” 
kill very well at the mouth of the Bann in salt water. The white trout also take 
an ordinary No. + spoon and a gilt scaled spoon of Farlow’s; they are ofjen killed 
out at sea, some dis’ ance from the month of the river, on mackerel baits.—I am, &e., 

GREEN WREN. 





ATR-PUMP FOR DRESSING LINES. 

Si1r,—I have read with much interest the letters-in your GAZETTE on the above 
subject. In the letter signed “F. R. C.8.,° the writer states that the air-pump acts 
by extracting the air entangled between the meshes of the material of which the ° 
lines are made. This takes place when air is extracted from the receiver of the air- 
pump, soas to create a partial vacuum within its interior ; but the writer has omitted 
to state that there is another action of the air-pump, which is to add several atmo- 
spheres to the air in its receiver, so as to convert it into air, having a great power of 
compression, After, therefore, extracting from the meshes of lines all the air within 
their substance, this power of the air-pump might be resorted to with advantage, as 
py putting it into operation any oily or viscid substances might be completely in- 
corporated with any lines with which they might be placed in contact.—I am, &e., 

Springfield, Tiverton, Sept. 18. Henry Downes, M.D. ~ 


PRAWN-FISHING FOR SALMON. 

Sir,—I think I can pretty well furnish your correspondent, ‘ Greenheart,” with 
the information he seeks under the above heading in the “ F, G.” of the 18th inst., 
by giving him the following little narrative :— ; 

I went to fish, at the end of July of this year, on the Blackwater, parts of which 
I have fished for the last ten years, and at times with great success, On this occa- . 
sion my sport was most indifferent, killing only three fish with the fly, the heaviest 
turning the scale at 131b. c 

I tried prawn and worm ; but the fish would not condescend to look at either. So 
I made up my mind to put up my rod, and started for Galway, where I had not been 
before. In consequence of the incessant rain, I only fished three days—the 23rd, 
24th, and 25th August. On the first day I killed two fish with the fly ; on the second 
I killed seven, two with fly, and five with prawn ; but on the third day I landed one 
with a fly, and sixteen with prawns—seventeen in all, Mr, Brown, jun., gaffed all 
my fish. 

wine to the shallowness of the water at the time, every fish made a splendid 
fight, one—a 201b. fish—taking thirty-two minutes to kill, The average weight of 
my fish was 7lb., excluding the twenty-pounder, The fish played well, and I worked © 
hard. As with the worm, so it is with the prawn—both mustbefresh. The salmon 
distinguish, in the most unmistakable way, a freshly-boiled prawn from a stale 
one. The prawns kept in a saturated solution of salt, or in glycerine, or prepared in 
any other way, are, comparatively speaking, useless,—I am, &c., 

Southampton. J. W., F.R.C.S, 





[See also our Notes this week.—Ep. | 


THE LANDLORD ON THE LODDEN. 

Str,—The landlord of the old Inn (why “ hotel” 4) will do well to at once destroy 
those eel-lines. His house afforded in other days special accommodation for those 
engaged in the sale and distribution every Monday of many fat cattle, sheep, &e., 
among the Reading and Wokingham butchers, and a wide district besides, 

Hel-lines nightly laid are as incompatible with fair angling and sport, as would be 
the toleration of a poacher in a pheasant or hare preserve, or in a rabbit warren. 

In these days of ‘angler multiplication,” a river,famed as the Lodden has always , 
been for big perch and good pike, should become a desirable resort for gentle. 


———— 


ame 
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anglers other than the numerous local ones included in the nearly 50,000 inhabitants 
of prosperous Reading. 

Respectable anglers who prefer privacy and beautiful surroundings should know 
that there is, or used to be, the Rose and the Bush (both, without a thorn) at 
Wokingham, where they might enjoy the pleasures of “ mine inn,” and angle in the 
Lodden besides—it being reached by a short drive or walk. Indeed, the jaded 
Londoner and the capable artist might each be charmed, a few weeks hence, with 
the reds, and the golds, and the yellow tints on wood and pleasaunce, copse, 
and hedge prior to the fall of the leaves. An artist with even a tithe of the genius 
of Claude or of Turner (“ Puggy Smith,” of the Chelsea watermen—such is fame ! ) 
might produce a painting of Bearwood, for instance, with its “ Stately Home,” its 
noble woods, including a bit of the forest primeval, which, if taken a trifle west of 
oe Lodden and road, might well be “hung on the line” next year at Burlington 

ouse, 

The days are probably past when a number of so-called “anglers ’—chiefly of the 
lower type of ’Arry—invaded a riverside, and began “ picnicing,” with wood for their 
fire stolen from trees, hedges, and “ dead” fences, wherewith to boil the kettle and 
cook problematical fish. ‘The conditions to be observed when angling in or on the 
banks of a private stream are—to respect all property, to abstain from using firearms, 
to interfere with no water bird or game, and generally to act as if the water, and 
everything near and on it, was the angler’s own, Failing these observances, the 
permission to fish the Lodden, for instance, might be withdrawn. 

The landlord of the George Inn should at once substitute baited eel-traps for 
catching eels, to be got probably at Cooke’s, at Reading, Indeed, Mr. Critchfield 
should know that 

Fel-lines to angling’s like fire to water ; 
And if he don’t, he certainly oughter, 
—I am, &c., 


Sept, 22. Rusticus. 





A DISCLAIMER. _ 

Srr,—In a report of the Anglers’ Association, published in your issue of the 11th, 
there is a statement made of the misuse of a privilege card by a member of the 
Clerkenwell Piscatorials, I wish to point out that there is another angling society 
in Clerkenwell with a very similar title; and Mr. H. J. Tibbatts, in his report, by 
the omission of one word in the title of that society, has contrived to throw the dis- 
grace incurred by a member of a society enrolled on that association upon one that 
has no connection with it whatever. A mistake of this kind is apt to cause some 
unpleasantness.—I am, &c., J. W. Power, Sec. 

(The Clerkenwell Piscatorial Society.) 
The Sir Hugh Myddleton, Sadler’s Wells. 





TENCH-FISHING IN STILL WATERS.- 

Sir,—I have read with interest the letters on the above subject published in the 
FISHING GAZETTE, and having had some experience in this description of fishing, 
wish to add the following suggestions, as being essential for success :— 

The rod used to be light and pliable, and not less than 14ft. in length. The reel 
line to be of the iightest possible description ; a thin cotton line, well waxed with 
bees-wax, has been found most suitable. A fine gut casting-line, not less than three 
yards in length, stained to match the colours of the water fished in. The hooks to 
be of moderate size, but of the finest wire possible, whipped on to the finest gut in 
the finest manner. A float of small size, not painted of a conspicuous colour likely 
to attract the attention of the fish. One hook thus whipped on fine gut to be 
attached to the end of the gut casting-line, and a second about 4in. above, in the 
same manner as the drop flizs on a fly-cast when fishing for trout. Two split shot 
about 6in. above the upper hook. With this description of tackle the angler for 
tench is to repair to the water-side and there wait until he sees a number of bubbles 
of air rising in one spot from the bottom to the surface of the water. These are 
caused by the tench, with their snout-like noses, stirring up the mud at the bottom 
when feeding. I should no more think of attempting to (sh for tench until I saw 
this take place, than I should of casting with the dry fly over places where I did not 
see a rising fish feeding. ,ilaving seen this occur, the tench fisher is then, as quickly 
and with as little disturbance as possible of the surrounding water, to drop his 
baited tackle into the centres of the bubbles of air thus rising to the surface, and 
allow his bait quietly to sink to the bottom, the depth having been previously 
ascertained by trying at what distance from his bait the float will cock, and keep- 
ing the point of his rod directly over his float, and striking as soon as it palpably 

obs. 

Like the postscript of many letters, the most important condition for success in 
tench-fishing remains to be named, and that is that his worms, of whatever description 
they may be, must not only be alive when put upon the hooks, but also lively. 
When worms are dead, hinging in lengths from the hooks, they seem to lose all 
attraction for tench, They must, therefore, be changed as frequently as is necessary 
to insure their remaining in this lively state. This may all seem very cruel ; butas 
many fishermen console themselves by asserting that fish have no feeling, so they 
must also resort to the same argument to warrant their impaling worm after worm 
alive when fishing for tench. If the above-named conditions are strictly fulfilled, I 
do not think it possible that any angler for tench, fishing in waters where these fish 
exist, will ever sit on the bank of a pond or canal from morn to dewy eve without a 
single nibble, as narrated in some of the letters published in the FISHING GAZETTE 
on the subject of fishing for tench in still waters.—I am, &e., 

Henry Downes, M.D. 





WHEN DO EELS COME DOWN FROM SCOTCH LOCHS? 
Srx,—Would you kindly inform me in what month the eels begin to come down 
from the lochs, and how long they continue to run? I have tried it here at the end of 
August and beginning of September, but never got any. By supplying the informa- 
tion through your GAZETTE, you will much oblige.—I am, &e., 
Dumbarton, Sept. 21. Gro. McPHAIL. 
[Hels run down to the sea in August, September, and October, chiefly on stormy 


nights, but they are caught at the weirs in the eel traps. You might get them in 
the spring in eel baskets placed in the open river.—ED. | 





SOME PARTICULARS ABOUT THE FISHING AT BRANDON, IN SUFFOLK. 

SrRz,—Attracted by the accounts in some of your recent issues of good fishing at 
Brandon, in Suffolk, and receiving some encouragement from you, I went down to 
Brandon and stopped there a few days. 

The river, which is sometimes called the Brandon river and sometimes the Little 
Ouse, runs rather swiftly over a sandy bed, forming a succession of shallows and 
pits. There are plenty of fish in it, but it is awfully weedy. Numerous open spaces 
can be found amongst the weeds, or long runs between two beds of weeds, and 
wherever such spaces or runs are found, there can be seen fish, principall y roach and 
dace, many of them good, thumping specimens of their kind. 

I found the water as clear as crystal. I could see every grain of sand at the 
bottom ; I could see my tackle and the bait on my hook travelling down the swim, 
and the fish coming to look at it, as plainly asif I were fishing ina glass globe in my 
drawing-room. Nevertheless, the fish fed fairly well. 1 took 400 of them during 
my stay—the largest roach about 11b., the largest dace between 7 and 80z. There is 
a fair sprinkling of perch in the water. A gentleman residing in the village showed 
me several of about 3lb. each, and one of about 141b., which he had just taken 
spinning with aspoon. As to chub, [ should certainly not callit a chub water, Chub 
are to be found, but they are far and few between, In one hole, about two miles 
from Brandon, I saw several chub sailing about. I estimated their weight at 
between 3 and 41b. apiece. A boat is necessary to fish the water properly. 

Anyone who wantsa very quiet place and pure air, combined witha little fishing, 


will find it at Brandon. The Ram Inn, where I stayed, is two minutes’ walk from 
the station and the river ; the landlord, Mr, Rolph, and his family are attentive and 
obliging. The fare is good, plain country fare ; everything is scrupulously clean and 
the charges are reasonable.—I am, Kc., 


75, Mark-lane, London, R, CULLEN Dewy. 
’ 





BARBEL AND SALMON-FISHING AT NOTTINGHAM. 

Str,—Anglers were very numerous on the Shardlow water on Saturday, all 
anxious to get a weigher-in before the clubs close for the summer season. With one 
exception, very little was done. Mr. Leake had the best catch, half-a-dozen barbel 
from 5lb. to 6lb. each. feveral others had a few pounds of dace and roach; two 
locals had four jack. The best catch of the week was by Messrs. Hazard, five stone of 
barbel, chub, and roach in two days. 

At Colwick on Saturday Mr, Baker made a good basket of barbel and bream, 
besides hooking two salmon, which, after showing some rare sport, made off over the 
weir and broke him. Mr, Fields Weston had two salmon on, but not being prepared 
they served him the same. Water dead low and fine.—I am, &c., 


Sept. 21. A.W. 








A THREE-POUND ROACH. 


MESSRS. COOPER, the well-known fish preservers, of Radnor-street, 
St. Luke’s, sent up for our inspection the’ finest roach we have ever 
seen. It weighed 3lb., is a true roach, and was taken—so Megsrs. 
Nutting and Co., of Birmingham, inform us—by Mr. Samuel 
Russell, of the Hollies, Walsall, on August 4, on the Keeper’s Pool at 
Sutton Park. It is a splendid specimen in every respect. 





SALMON-FISHING IN YORKSHIRE. 


A CORRESPONDENT in Yorkshire, who is a good fisherman and reliable, sends us 
the following :— 

“As regards the Esk district, if any of your readers want a week or two 
minnow, prawn, or worm-fishing for salmon at a little cost, let them betake 
themselves to Egton Bridge. Royal Oak Inn on the river; plenty of salmon 
within one hundred yards of house ; Post-office opposite ; railway station, three 
minutes’ walk. Another inn close to, called, I think, the New Inn; another 
hotel close to railway station, another at Glaisdale, and also two at Grosmont. 
Season ticket on the Hisk Association water, £1 ; salmon license, 10s. ; if taken out 
together, £1 7s. 6d. 

“The Twenty-fitth Annual Report of Inspectors of Fisheries, 1885, gives 573 
as the number killed by rod in this river in 1885. There is a good stock in the river 
now, and, at a guess, I should say that about one hundred have been killed up to 
now. My friend Metcalfe killed thirty in twenty-six days’ fishing there last year 
—twenty-six grilse and salmon, four sea-trout—and had four blank days ; but 
then he had lived some years at Nottingham, and was aw fait at that kind of 
fishing. 

“Tn the misty grey of an October morning last year two miners were perched on 
a ledge of shale at the foot of Ben Slagheap practising the art of salmon-fishing 
with worm, with tackle about strong enough to hook a cart colt—salmon ever and 
anon rolling upall round. ‘Did thee see Mr. M Jill them two fish ower 
there at that rock last night, Bill?’ ‘No!’ quoth Cloggey—an excellent salmon- 
fisher with fly, by the way ; ‘I was in t’ mine.’ ‘ Why, it licks allI ever saw ! 
He had a line no thicker than a grey thread !—and that makes him fourteen 
within a fortnight.’ Poor Cloggey nearly tumbled off the ledge with astonishment 
and distress at the news of the continued success of the grey thread man. 

‘The Rye now holds a good many salmon and grilse ; but they are never fished 
for—at least, not in any way likely to succeed. 

“ The Esk has always been a bad rising river, but the last two seasons very bad. 
Tf it had not been for worm-fishing last year, very few fish would have been killed. 
Morning and evening were the only chance with fly. 

“<The Amateur Angler’ would find much amusement in a week spent among 
the anglers on the Esk. “PEAT WATER.” 











IRISH NOTES. 

SuIR AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—The Suir during the early part of last 
week was overflowing its banks with a thick yellow flood, so that no angling could 
be done except bait-fishing for trout, during which a great number of autumn fish 
came up the river. On Wednesday itcleared off a little, but still very high ; however, 
on that day, Mr. Richard O’Donnell succeeded in killing a salmon in Poulakerry, 


Since then the water has gradually been fining down, and yesterday 
(Tuesday) was just in proper order everywhere, with a strong breeeze 
up stream, curling the still ponds with wavelets, and rendering many 
places most fishable which otherwise could not be approached. The few 


anglers who took advantage of this favourable state of things (and they were very 
few) had excellent sport. At the rabbit-burrow stream, near Ballymackie (Capt. 
Cobden’s waters) Major Dixon (18th Royal Irish) killed a splendid 181b. autumn 
fish, fresh-run, with fly; and, strange to say, although the fly was a large spring 
pattern, the trout never ceased rising to, and being hooked on it all the time. Capt. 
Park was also successful on same water, getting asalmon of 131b. on the same day. We 
may now expect to have good sport till the season closes, which will not be till the 
16th of October. The trout-fishing is getting into full swing again. On favourable 
days the rise begins at about nine o’clock, and continues the whole day till darkness 
setsin. Ofcourse, there are intervals when the rise is slack, intervals of sunshine 
when the lull gives the angler time to rest and refresh the inner man. The most 
taking rise is from 9 a.m. till 1 p.m., and again from 5 p.m, till dark. On the Suir 
one day this week, Tom Power killed nine ; Mr. J, Mooney, eleven ; Mr. Torpey, five ; 
Ed. Dwyer, nineteen ; J. O'Neill, thirteen ; J. McCarthy, ten; ““ Barney,” sixteen ; 
&e., &e., averaging 1b, While on the tributaries, Nire, Anner, Tar, Glenarry, &c., 
the takes ranged from a dozen to five and a half dozen of all sizes, The Anner 
ranked first as to size, 4lb. being the average, while the little beauties of the 
Glenarry may be put down at about six to the pound; as a general rule, what was 
lost in size was made up in quality. The killing flies were Gold Wren, Green Wren, 
Orange Grouse, Silver Black, and Red Hackles (winged for heavy waters and spiders 
for the clear streams),—RICHARD BRADFORD, Clonmel, Sept. 22. 





“ Minnigrey,’ J. F. Smith’s world-renowned romance, will be published by Messrs. 
Bradley and Co., 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, E.C., early in October as a two- 
shilling volume, handsomely bound in picture boards. 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS combine both sanitive and sanative powers in a high 
degree ; by the former term is understood their ability to preserve health, by the latter their capability 
to restore health. With these remedies at hand, no invalid need be at fault to guide himself or herself 
safely through the many trials to which every one is subjected during our long and ofttimes inclement 
winters, Coughs, colds, ulcerated throats, quinsey, whooping cough, can be successfully treated by well 
rubbing this Ointment upon the chest,and by taking the Pills, During damp, foggy weather asthmatical 
sufferers will experience the utmost possible relief from the inunction of the Ointment, and all tender- 
chested persons will save endless misery by adopting this treatment, 


=~ 


182 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Szpt. 25, 1886. 








Inventors of Silk 
Wateiprecf Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 


METAL-CENTRED 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


Te Rew 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 


" ACME” LINES 





FIRST TIME 
OF 
EXHIBITING. 


SAMPLES & PAMPHLET POST FREE. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


On receiving sample lengths, I 


put the ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1 ), and another 


for trout fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
are, in short, the best lines I ever had.” 


I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. 


They 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“T have used the IMpRovED ‘ACME’ Linz last season and this. 
or AN Al LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.” 


The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. 


You HAVE GOT HOLD 


Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell’s New Patent “Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured 
by us with and without Metal-Centre. 


SKETCH SHOWING TAPER. 


These Lines will Cast 
more readily than oe 
any other make. Lg 


They are supplied in 
all lengths and sizes. 


SAMPLE TROUT LINE, POST FREE, 5s, 


LARGEST RETAIL & LARGEST WHOLESALE LISTS IN PRINT, SENT FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED 


WITH OUR SPECIALITIES. 


BEWARE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS. 


NONE GENUINE WITHOUT TRADE MARK, AND THE WORD “PATENT” ON LABEL. 


THE NEW 


INVISIBLE HOOKED FLIES. 


KILL WELL cn the most HEAVILY WHIPPED WATERS, when ordinary Flies, having the clumsy old style hook outlined as boldly as the legs and wings 


of the fly, fail. 





The Fly as seen by the Fish. 





The Position of the Hooks. 


From the position of the two bends of the new hook in the fly’s body it is invisible when placed on a tumbler of water and viewed from beneath, 





Viewed from below when on water. 


When Fish are RISING SHORT it is found to KILL WELL, when water and weather are DEAD AGAINST SPORT it is SUCCESSFUL ; in short, when the most 
skilled fly-fisher is usually non-plussed and disheartened, the Invisible Hooked Fly is found to kill. Price 3s. per dozen. Samples posted free for 12 stamps, 


Manufactured by D, and W. H, FOSTER, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FORTHE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEHED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 








Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND GAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


COOPER COOPER & CoO. 


SS 
COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
FINES! TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea inrported. 
THD COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
Tr cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
Th varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA, 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—60, King William-street, London Bridge, E.C. Branch 
“riper pea pao Rete cima ad Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 

circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; Westb -gr Z a 

Holborn, W.C., London. te SDOPERE TOES Was Boer 





























COOPER COOPER & CO. 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. J 








CO. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE, 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 
SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 

SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and bein 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the prisioitel 








theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11o’clock. Table d’Héte 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s, per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d, FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s, Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, ls, 6d. 7 

Vik large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken. 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


E.C, 


~ 
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equally, and keeping the basket in a 
firm position. 

“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
| IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 

LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


|| Weight of Handle complete, about 12o0z. ; i 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in, 








— ee 
New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. t= 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
4 DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy. 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d,; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, Xc. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


+ 6 tae: So Se a 

















PRICE ONE GUINEA. 


«“ An excellent fly-rod.”—FISHING GAZE1TE. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading anglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’s “ Multum in Parvo 
Rod :—* You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which Iam very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 
three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I haye expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 
praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


J GILLETT & CO., 


40, FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle Manufacturers. 
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, AND FOR EXPORTATION. 


GILLETT’S CELEBRATED WHOLE-CANE TROUT and SALMON 
RODS, ag used by the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE at the Fishing Tourna- 
ment, ‘These Rods are superior toany glued-up Rod, From 21s. 


EXTRA STRONG WATERPROOF LINE, fine and stouter, 1s. for 25 yards. 
will not kink, 
BRONZED CHECK REELS from 2in. to 24in., 2s, 6d., 3s., 38. 6d., and 4s, 


RONALD'S FLY BOOK, with description of Flies for each month, and where to 
use them, 4s. and 6s. each. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS, 


‘ oan most perfect Hook that can be imagined.”—See FIsHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
rd, 1885, 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING, 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Noy. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water-in which he may be about to fish. 
SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FUIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art, 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silkk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &e., &c, 

WHOLESALE ONLY, 7° 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 


30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 - Putney, 
45 " Hammersmith, 
50 if Barnes. 

Add’) 55 i Kew. 
75 mt Richmond. 
80 " Twickenham, 
85 : Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 


For Times oF High WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, September 25 11.30 ap 12.0 
Sunday, ~ 26 12.3 12.30 
Monday, = 27 12.54 vas ae 1.20 
Tuesday, + 28 1.44 one aes 2.4 
Wednesday, ns 29 aae eae 2.27 aoe nee 2.50 
Thursday, “f 30 0 ees 3.11 ace ser 3.33 
Friday, October 1 3.55 : 4.16 


@= River Peporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

Whatever statements may be made to the contrary, the anglers have no common 
ground of complaint respecting deficiency of fish or the want of sport in the Thames. 
The correspondence which has appeared in a contemporary the last two weeks has 
proved how unjustifiable a statement was made of the entire barrenness of 
results on a certain day. both anglers and fishermen having, upon the strongest 
evidence, given abundant proof to the contrary. It is always a pity to make stace- 
ments that cannot be corroborated, and anyone doing so must assuredly feel that the 
men who most suffer will be those who get their living by attending upon the 
anglers. The present season, in every portion of the river, has been one of the best 
for years, and, although the river has been for some time suffering from the want 
of rain, the anglers have been doing remarkably well. When there has been a good 
rainfall, they will do very much better. A great number of Thames apglers have 
been lately visiting the broads and rivers of Norfolk and Suffolk ; but their com- 
plaint has been that the fish have run very small ; and this is likely to be the case 
when there is no standard as to size, nor any law fora close season. There is, how- 
ever, in the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, a growing desire for the establish- 
ment of fence months, and by many of the members the Thames rules, both as 
regards the seasons and sizes of fish, are strictly adhered to. This is, without doubt, 
a move in the right direction. 





ANGLING RESULTS. 

Rrcumonp.—C. Brown, in six days, 721b. of roach and dace, and nine barbel. J. 
Brain, in five days, 601b., and some good barbel up to 61b. each. Henry Mansell, in 
four days, 50lb., and a few fine barbel. F. Brown, in six days, 80lb. Henry 
Howard, in four days, twenty-four dozen. Mr, C, Smart and Mr. Spratley, in one 
day, 141b.; and Mr. Cann, six dozen. 

TWICKENHAM. —J. Debbin, in three days, eighteen and a half dozen of roach and 
dace, and four barbel. J. Spong, in four days, seventeen dozen, and a couple of 
parbel. Richard Moffat, in three days and one half-day, twenty-three dozen, and 
one barbel. E. Finch, in six days, forty-eight dozen, three bream, and two barbel. 
Sarhuel Cole, in six days, forty-four dozen. George Coxen, in three days, 30}1b, 
J. Dunn, in two days, eleven dozen of dace, and five and a half brace of perch. 
Henry Spiers, in three and a half days, twenty-five dozen of roach and dace, and a 
barbel of 441b. 

TEDDINGTON.—Charles Baldwin, in five days with Mr. Duncan, thirty dozen of 
gudgeon, and twenty dozen of roach and dace; and another day, four dozen of 
roach and dace. Mr. McBride, one morning under two hours, five bream ; and another 
day, eight dozen of gudgeon. Benjamin Stevens, during the week, fifteen bream, a 
carp of 5ib., and eight dozen of dace. The water in the tideway is still very low and 
bright, both for bank anglers and those in the punts. The fly-fishers are having a 
good time of it. 

Kinaston.—John Johnson, sen., writes :—‘“ There has been but little fishing here. 
There has been plenty of gudgeon taken, and.a few small jack. Some bream have 
been taken from the banks in night-fishing. The water is too bright for roach and 
dace fishing.” 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in two days, sixteen barbel, six bream, and four 
dozen of roach, Alfred Stroud, in three days, twelve barbel, and sixchub, John 
Stroud, in five days, thirty-one barbel, and twelve bream, Thomas Stroud, jun., 
in four days, twenty-two barbel, seven chub, and ten dozen of roach. Mr. Morgan, 
in four days, forty-eight barbel ; and Mr. Streatfield with Herbert, in three days, 
twenty-seven barbel. . 

WALTON.—George Hone, jun., one day, four barbel, and five dozen of roach and 
dace ; and another day, six dozen. H. Searle, one day, ten dozen of roach ; another 
day with Mr. Gardener and friend, two dozen roach and dace, seven dozen of gudgeon, 
and one brace of perch ; two other days with Mr. Hughes, five bream, and seven 
dozen of roach and dace ; and two other days with Mr. Callaghan, six dozen roaeh 
and dace, five dozen gudgeon, and a couple of bream, S. Rosewell, in two days, 
twelve dozen roach and dace. 

SHEPPERTON.—F. Purdue, in two days, five dozen of roach, ten dozen of gudgeon, 
and one barbel. 

Dockrerr Pornt.—James Haslett, one day, thirteen dozen of gudgeon, one brace 
of perch, and two barbel; and another day, with Mr. Brooks, twelye dozen of 
gudgeon. James Haslett, jun., in one day, thirteen dozen of gudgeon. 

CuertsEY.—L. Hackett, with Mr. Roake, in one day, ten bream and a fine roach. 

LALEHAM.—Alfred Hains, with Mr. Pausch, in two and a half days, twenty-five 
barbel, the largest 821b. 

STAINES,—F. Collyer, in four days, eleven jack, the largest 94lb, Charles Hone, 
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injone day, six jack. John Keene, jun., in six days, nineteen barbel, nine jack, four- 
teen dozen of dace, and six and a half brace of perch. George Osman, one day, nine 
barbel and four chub ; another day, five barbel and six dozen of dace ; another day, 


one brace of jack ; and another day, in one hour, a couple of barbel. 


UPPER THAMES. 
- The good effect of the late rains has once again subsided, the river at present being 
very bright and stale, the fish difficult to obtain, and anglers consequently left 
lamenting. Chub just now are decidedly affording the best sport, especially to those 
who can deftly throw a fly, the Alexander and White Palmer coming in for the 
taking honours. Roach are very difficult to keep on the feed even in the best of 
swims, a few fish being had after first baiting, after which the expectant angler may 
as well fish in a water-butt. Gudgeon are biting still very freely goes without say- 
ing, and have been had during the past week by the 20 to 40 dozens per rod. Jack 
are at last poking their noses from the already beginning-to-rot weeds, and may now 
be tempted with a lively dace or roach as bait. Barbel again seem gone coons, the 
frosty nights seeming to knock them off any beguilement—a brace from the Windsor 
waters lately going 73lb. proving the exception to the blanks from many other well- 
tenanted stations. Aston.—These grand upper Thames waters have been yielding 
some nice takes of chub, one angler yesterday (Wednesday) getting two fish in two 
casts, going respectively 2?1b. and 51b., and another piscatorial a jack of 531b., and 
a Mrs. and Mr, Faber nine dozen gudgeon and two perch in two hours with “The 
Boy ”’ as instructor-general. At Wargrave, Sonning, and Caversham decent takes of 
chub, gudgeon, and perch have been had, and at Goring Rush has killed ten jack, 
some excellent perch, and wells full of gudgeon. Thursday night.—Interviewed 
Father Thames two hours ago, and found him in a bright and cheerful state, with 
lovely autumn surroundings ; but his piscatorial condition is most decidedly wnpro- 
fishious until after a dose or two of heavy wet—at least, so judges—MARLOW Buzz, 

Thames (Goring). 

Water low and clear; have been out four days—four jack, a dozen of perch, and 
ten dozen of gudgeon.—JoHN Rusu. ; 

Thames (Windsor). 

A keen north-east wind and water as clear as crystal has deterred many anglers 
from going out, consequently records of sport are very scanty ; though, had they 
tried, baskets would have been heavier than anticipated, as by the following (if well 
and judiciously baited) ; barbel are not yet in a torpid state ; the Countess of 
Wilton and Sir Frederick Johnstone, out with Plummer, jun., near Monkey Island, 
having, 18th inst., 14, heaviest fish, 41b. ; 19th inst., 15 and two chub, heaviest 531b., 
this bag weighing 51j1b.; 20th inst., 11 barbel, largest a handsome fish of 631b., 
which fell to Sir Frederick’s rod, A good fall of rain and change of wind required 
to induce barbel to feed well, unless prepared to go to the expense of largely baiting 
with worms, which are now undoubtedly the best bait. A few small catches of 
chub, gudgeon and roach have been made ; but in a boisterous, cold wind there is 
little pleasure in fishing for them, the exercise of spinning for jack being preferred, 
though these, too, are still very difficult to get at, and but few are taken in the 

~open, owing to brightness of water just now.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 
Ancholme (Caistor). 

Despite the cold north-east winds, the fishing has been very fair in the Ancholme ; 
bream and roach are the chief fish on the feed. We don’t hear much about the 
perch ; but pike are taken in passable numbers when properly fished for. Iam truly 
sorry to say the river-head fishing is at an end for three or four years to come, Owing 
to the folly of the South Kelsey miller, the whole of the water in mill-dam was let 
off, and the large stock of fish lost. The lessee had made full arrangements for the 
supply of coarse fish to the general public during the coming winter, and the loss to 
him is a serious one ; his lease of the water is perforce at an end.—THOMAS Forp, 

Bure (Norwich). 

Jack-fishing is now the principal item worthy to record, if worthy it can be called 
at this time of the year. I prefer waiting until roach and bream-fishing is fairly 
over ; but I am told that at Acle a large number of jack have lately been killed, 
and that size has seemed no object. Our visitors and locals would do well to re- 
member that if small jack are left in the river they will grow larger and afford 
better sport than giving breakfast to one person. Angling at Wroxham, Coltishall, 
and stations lower down is now very good in regard to numbers, and occasionally a 
specimen fish may be caught. Prospects good, especially spinning or trailing for 
jack.—RosBert MOL. 

Chichester. 


Although the water here is in excellent trim, fish are feeding badly, Thecold 
nights and mornings may, perhaps, have some influence. Small fry afford sport, but 
nothing overa 2lb. bream has been noted; pike are plentiful, but not feeding, 
Recent rains have greatly improved the Selham water. The competition for roach 
rods, given by the proprietor of The Three Moles, takes place on the 25th and 26th 
inst. We hear a great number of anglers have promised toattend. The magnificent 
scenery is alone worth a visit. A few pike have been taken from the Ouse, one fish 
of 841b., and three smaller ones—also some good roach, but all anglers complain of 
dearth of sport. There is every prospect of a good pike season, fish being reported 
numerous in all waters, With the weeds down, I am looking forward to a raid 
among the big pike at Lee Farm Fisheries, Pulborough, where there are several 
known heavy specimens. Weather fine, wind southerly—GrorGEe F. SALTER, 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

_ Trout have been doing but little these few days. ‘The fine and low state of the 
water renders one’s chances of success very slender. Grayling, on the other hand, 
have been giving good sport. A dish of 94 brace was taken in five hours yesterday 
(Wednesday) by a holder of a half-crown (day) ticket on the length we alluded toa 
fortnight or so ago as being rented by Mr. Woodward, of Uttoxeter, The above were 
taken by Mr. W. H. Cooper, of this place, who, as we write, has just called after 
another day on the same water, with 12} brace of fish. The Silver Dun and the 
small Yellow Dun of May, together with the Light Blue Bumble, proved the killing 
flies. Mr. Wm, P, Gibb, who has been too ill to fish for some days, had sufficiently 
recovered to venture for an hour or two to the river on Saturday last, and nine brace 
of good fish (three brace being trout) were taken with the Blue Bumble referred to 
above. The weather is now dry and sufficiently chilly to bring on the grayling to 
prime condition for sport.—FosTER Bros., Ashbourne. 
Esk (Glaisdale, Yorkshire). 

For the past 10 days the river has been very low. Mr. A. G. Stewart had a 6lb. 

salmon on the 14th inst., and on Saturday last landed a fine fish, which scaled over 


16lb, 
Esk (Whitby). 

There has been very little doing on the river Esk during the last week or ten days, 
and everything seemingly denotes the approach of the end of the season. Mr. 
Stewart, Captain Tinsdale, Mr. Long, Mr. Donlin, Mr. Calvert, Mr. Readman, Mr. 
Geo. W. Elliot, M.P., Mr. Robson (Glaisdale), and several other well-known local 
anglers have been recently industriously plying the river ; but sport, on the whole, 
has not been good.—J, J. : 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—We have had rather a changeable week; but those who have not 
been afraid of a stiffish breeze have been rewarded with some nice catches of conger, 
&e, Several parties are out to-day, and there is every prospect of their having good 
sport, the weather being beautiful and fine.—E, Comer, 

; Lake District. 

The weather in the North continues dry and cold, and most of the streams are 
becoming low, though the same cannot be said of the lakes, which continue almost 
bank-full. Windermere Lake has not been higher for many years, and visitors (who 
are becoming fewer) have had fair sport. On the 19th I noticed several persons 
char-fishing with rods on the above lake—the surface being literally as smooth as a 
sheet of glass—but could not learn how they had succeeded. In the Kent and its 
tributaries feed continues fairly plentiful, notwithstanding the east wind and frosty 





nights, and mainly consists of the common stone fly. Sea fish are running hard up 
the Kent as far as Kendal, but further than this they do not apparently care to go 
in the present low state of the river. Underbarrow Beck is more favoured, fish of 
all kinds being plentiful and in good condition. The Mint and Sprint are not so 
favoured. Good takes have been obtained by local anglers. Messrs, Grayson and 
Evershed had twenty-seven nice fish one day this week; Mr. R. Park, forty-seven 
trout ; Mr. H. Beadle, seven sea fish and four trout, and many others have done 


equally well.— EPHEMERA, 
Lea (Rye House). 


The water is very bright, and the north winds very cold, which has knocked the 
roach off their feed. There have been a few nice perch taken out of the Forty Guinea 
water with worms,—WM. COWELL, 

Leicester, 

Very little angling has been done in Leicestershire during this week. The cold 
north-east wind which has prevailed since Monday caused angling to become any- 
thing but a source of pleasure, and, consequently, materially affected the sport. 
Most of the anglers fishing the home waters were old hands at the game, and are 
industrious in catching baits for pike-fishing, for which there is at this period of the 
year a great demand. At the brook at Aylestone the chief of the fishing has been 
for pike and chub ; but the sport was but moderate. Waters, although not particu- 
larly low, are very fine, and a copious fall of rain would be of service to the large 
angling community, ALERT, 


Lodden (Lodden Bridge.) 


The river is still very bright, although we have had heavy rain ; it assumes its 
proper appearance, as the water is at its right height, and I have no doubt next week 
Ishall be able to record to you some good takes. Mr, Hinde, of London, hada very 
fine basket of chub yesterday, nine weighing 25lb. Also some good perch were taken, 
one weighing 2lb, lloz., which was taken by a country boy I gave permission to fish 
from my nearest meadow, and his line was as thick as whip-cord ; close to the boy a 
gentleman was fishing very fine for the same kind of fish, but the perch preferred 
being taken on the whip-cord, much to the disappointment of the angler and the 
delight of the country boy. Some good jack were taken last Tuesday by Mr, Freyer, 
of Reading, one weighing 71b., and three others weighing 12lb., making 191b. for 
his day’s sport ; he kept to one swim, having seen a very large one, but was some- 
what disappointed in not getting the one he was trying for. I have seen the jack 
myself, and it is, I am sure, much over 20lb,—A. C. CRITCHFIELD, The George, 
Lodden Bridge, Karly, Berks. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


The water very bright, but it is at proper height. Some good fish have been 
taken this week, especially among the chub, two young gentlemen of Reading, 
having been very fortunate, have had the good luck to bag thirteen large ones, the 
smallest weighing 2}lb, and the largest 3$lb. There are great quantities of very 
large chub here ; but the anglers have been most unfortunate ,in capturing any, a3 
the parts in this river where they resort is somewhat different to other rivers, 
according to my experience. In other rivers they choose the hard-running parts, 
but here you will find them most in the sluggish parts, and the two young gentle- 
men I have referred to were very excellent in whipping a small frog, and that was 
the secret of their success. I have not seen a frog used before in the river since I 
have been here, but always looked upon a frog-bait as a very capital one, and the 
river Lodden isa good river to use it. Messrs, Gandon iand Lawrence have had some 
very fine specimen roach ; and Mr. Woodman, of Notting-hill, has again been among 
the perch, having taken seventeen very fine fish, one scoring (211b. ; also I have to 
record to him three jack, the heaviest 73lb. It looks like rain ; prospects very 
good.—A, C. CRITCHFIELD. 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The past week has been disappointing for fishermen, as no rain has fallen, and, 
with the exception of the 19th inst., cold north-east winds have prevailed. Owing 
to the near approach of the close time for trout, the numbers of fly whippers have 
diminished, and even what trout are taken cannot be considered in good condition. 
Grayling have been well on the rise during the week. The Derby clubs fished their 
respective waters on Saturday last, and in no case was any weight of fish taken. 
A few jack were captured in the Chellaston Canal, the heaviest scaling 51b. Fisher- 
men around here are longing for a good downfall, as until there is a rise and colour 
on the water bottom-fishing cannot be pursued with much success. The baits used 


by bottom fishermen during the week have been chiefly maggots. In the Darley ~ 


water, near the mills a few brace of grayling have fallen victims to the fly. The 
Duffield Club waters have been fished by the members, but nothing worthy of note 
has been done. The Derwent, at Belper, has not been much fished, but what has 
been done has been fairly good, consisting of roach, dace, and perch, At Amber- 
gate, bottom-fishing has been tried without much sport, as the condition of the 
river has been unfavourable. Messrs. Musgrave (Fritchley) and George Beardesley 
(Belper) were fairly successful with the fly on Saturday last. At Whatstandwell 
the streams were whipped, and some good grayling taken, At the Stone Hole (What- 
standwell) three brace, averaging 31b., of grayling were taken with the maggot. 
Unless there is an early downfall of rain the bottom-fishing prospects will be mii, 
—SG. R. Brown. 
Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are both running low and clear, but are in fair order for the fly, 
The Lugg has greatly improved since the rains in the upper country. There have 
been some very cold and frosty nights, which have made the fish more on the feed, 
—GWYNNE, 

Medway (Tunbridge). 

Whatever is the reason, I cannot say ; but the fish refuse to bite as they should do, 
though everything appears favourable, the water being first-rate, and the weather 
everything that can be desired. A few roach have been taken; but bream do not 
feed at allwell, A few well-conditioned pike have been captured ; but the big ones 
are, as usual, reserving themselves till later in the season—YE MmpwAY WATER 
RAT, , 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Some very good bream have been taken this week, also some good chub. One 
gentleman from Cambridge took five good fish, the largest 441b. Pike are moving 
a littie in windy weather. Two ten-pounders were taken on the 18th, and several 
other good ones have been landed since. <A little fresh water would be good for 
pike-fishing, for it is rather bright at present. Prospects are very good for pike- 
fishing, Subscriptions are required for fishing.—H, Rout, 


Severn (Gloucester). 

Since my last report very few anglers have been seen on the banks of the above 
river, Mr. J. Wood got eight chub. Ihave seen some good-sized dace taken with 
gentles, and two gentlemen with a good bag of roach, dace, and chub, taken with 
wasp-grub, At Ashleworth, Wainloads, Haw Bridge, and Apparley the piscator 
will find the Severn in first-class condition, and with a little patience and a little 
ground-bait he will have his chance of success. The Berkeley canal is still the 
favourite waters for roach fishing, Mr. J. Harris, eight bream ; Mr, J. Edwards, a 
basket of roach ; Mr. Faville, roach ; Mr. T. Morris, roach ; Mr. Havuland, roach ; 
Mr. W. Boulton and two friends, 301b. of roach anda 6lb, pike. In my last week’s 
report I should have stated that the steamboat leaves Gloucester Docks every morn- 
ing at 8 o'clock, except Sundays.—SINGLE HATR. 

[Received too late for last week. Please post earlier. ] 


All waters are in good angling condition; my anticipation in your issue of the 
11th inst, having been fully realised. Mr. G. Sutton and a friend (members of the 
Kinnington Angling Club) have been distinguishing themselves by their good takes 
of roach and dace from the river at Wainloads Hill, and Mr. J. Barnes with perch 
from the river at Haw Bridge; the best bait to use in the Severn is the worm or 


_—— 


— 


_ littlé colder; but the fishermen haye visited the water in good numbers. 


_ of small Honey Dun Bumble, Ash Dun, and little black flies, 
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gentle, the Berkeley Canal paste or wasp-grub. The Gloucester Mutual Club will 
fish a pegged-down match on Sept. 30 in the canal at Shepard’s Patch.—SINGLE 
Harr, 


ees. 

\ Salmon-fishing has been very quiet during the past week, owing to the river being 
very low and clear, The only captures in the Croft district are Mr. 8. Bryant, one 
on Thursday, 5lb., and one on Saturday, 11lb. The river is full of fish ; but they 
refuse to be tempted from their hiding-places. A flood is much needed, and with it 
I venture to predict a heavy run of fish, together with good sport.—G. J. 8. 

. Teme (Ludlow). 

This water'is now running very low and clear again. The weather has been a 
Since the 
frosty nights and foggy mornings the grayling have been well on the feed, and have 
been sporting well at the fly. The chief flies are the Blue-Winged Coachman, 
Willow, and Red Ant, and some nice lots haye been caught. A few trout are taken 
now and then, but they are getting out of condition. Bottom-fishers have not been 
very successful’; the fish will not take the maggot and wasp-grub. A few fish have 
been caught with the worm. The Corve, Ony, Clun, and Ledwyche are all keeping 
very low ; little fishing has been had in them.—S. LuDLow. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


- This water still keeps very low.and clear. The weather has been cold, the nights 
frosty and foggy, and in the morning the fish have been rising well at the fly. There 
have been a good number of rods out on the water ; but there have not been any very 
large’baskets of fish taken. The trout are not on the feed, and it is but seldom you 
hear of one being caught. The chief flies are the Red Ant, Whirling Blue, and 
Willow. Wasp grub and maggot fishing is very quiet, although a few rough fish 
are caught occasionally. Near the town a dish of small graying were taken on 
Monday, averaging 7oz. each. The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are in good fishing 


order, but low.— WORCESTER. A 
Trent (Nottingham). 


Anglers have not been so numerous as in the previous week. The weather since 
Sunday has been bitterly cold; with a boisterous wind blowing from the north-east. 
Some activity has been displayed at Shardlow, and small fish have been biting well 
in the more sheltered swims at the maggot. Not many barbel are reported to have 
been.caught. Some chub, roach, and dace were killed in the Fiskerton length on 
Thursday, and on Monday five barbel were bagged at Radcliffe with greaves. Bar- 
belling will soon be over for the present season, and there is no doubt that Shardlow 
stands first as regards the number of catches. Singularly enough, however, the fish 
have not run large, There has not been much doing of late amongst our fly fisher- 
men, who have received a check through the cold nights, and roach do not seem to 
take so kindly to creed wheat. Piking will soon bein full swing,—THr MAN AT THE 
CLUBS. 

EE gi Wye and Derwent. 

“Both the’above rivers are exceedingly low, and are in first-class condition for 
grayling fly-fishing, and good fishermen are getting decent baskets daily by the aid 
Hackle flies have 
killed much better than winged flies during the week. Most fish are being killed 
in the-flats’and smooth slidings, very few being taken in the streams, There was a 
sharp frost this morning (Thursday) which will greatly improve grayling fly-fish- 
ing, and will kill many of those nuisances, the midges, which haye been out in 
thousands lately —Guro. JAS, HATON, ; 
Yare (Norwich). 

Cantley seems to have been the spot where most luck nas rewarded the efforts of 
the angler. Bream have given good sport the past week ; some catches of several 
stone have been made, and one Norwich gentleman caughta splendid lot last Friday, 
the largest weighing 541lb., and a London gentleman hada good catch here, the 
heaviest weighing over 6lb. At Buckenham Terry sport has been very moderate, 
the bream that have been taken not running larger that 3!b., and roach do not seem 
at all on the feed. Higher up stream the same experience seems to be the rule ; 
therefore it appears that Cantley is just now the best spot for sport. Mr. Culling- 
ford, I hear, has been down to Buckenham Ferry, and tried Mr. Geen’s plan of 
ledgering for roach, and has been fairly successful, landing several upwards of 11b. 
Prospects will improve if wind shifts——Robrert MOLL, 

- Yore (Hawes). ; 
*,.The water is very low at present, but during the latter part of last week it was 
in good trim, and several nice dishes were taken, although they consisted mostly of 
grayling. The latter fish, up to a pound weight, are plentiful, Jimmy Sproats per- 
formed the remarkable feat of killing a brace of fish weighing 2lb. 5o0z, on a hair 
cast at once. He was occupied fully an hour. He said he was so nervous after 
landing them, he could hardly take the hooks out.—J. Corry. 








: SCOTCH NOTES. 


STENNESS, ORKNEY.—The calm and dry weather of last week has reduced the 
anticipated takes on this loch considerably. The best basket was made by Mr, 
Allport, London, on Tuesday, who had 173lb. Several baskets were made on Loch 
Stenness, weighing 5, 6, and 7lb., but no single trout over 3lb. was caught. 

*HoTEL FORSINARD (SUTHERLAND.)—The lochs in this district are still producing 
fair sport, in spite of frosty nights. On Tuesday last Mr. Williamson 17 trout on 
Loch Coorach, and on Wednesday 25 trout on Forsinain burn. On the same day Mr, 
Pilkington had 36 trout, on Thursday 28 trout, and on Friday 30 trout, all on Baden 
Loch, averaging }1b. On Tuesday Mr. Lyon had 18 trout on Loch Na Sealg, heaviest 
141b. On Thursday Mr. Greig had nine trout on the same loch. 

DEE.—On the Heathcot Hydropathic waters good takes of sea-trout have been 
got lately. One gentleman had twenty fine fish in a few hours, The famous Ardoe 
pool, in which the 56lb. fish was caught last autumn by the rod, is now open to 
visitors at Heathcot free. 

Upny Arms FIsHERY (YTHAN).—The fishing improyed very much in the end of 
last week.- -A great heavy shoal of fine finnocks and sea-trout came in fresh from 
the sea. The nets are now off, so grand sport for a month or so is sure to be got, as 
fish will be coming in with every tide. The following gentlemen fished from the 
hotel last week :—Commander Crawford Caffin, R.N.; J. H. Johnston, Esq., barrister, 
London ; Major Franklin, Captain Downman, Gordon Highlanders ; H. W. Gordon, 
Esq.; younger, of Eglamont ; A. B. Dingwall, Esq., of Rennieston, and friend ; Mr, 
Belk, Sheffield ; Mr. Merton, Aberdeen ; Mr. Ritchie,and Mr. Williamson and friend, 
Aberdeen. The best baskets were 57 trout, 2731b. ; 29 trout, 164lb.; 26 trout, 13}1b, 
—JOHN RITCHIE, Lessee. 

Don.—Not a single bit has the Don risen this autumn, and there are not even yet 
any indications of a fresh. The outlook is not promising, to say the least. The 
upper of the lower stretches of the river are not likely now to give much sport, 
unless, before this appears in print, a heavy fresh comes down. As the river is 
sadly foul and uggy, the fish are not even taking to the stretches which they have 
fairly good access to. ; 

DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE), BALLATER.—The water is now in good condition, and 
some decent sport was obtained during the past week. Clean fish have lately been 
run on the lower reaches of the river. Cold winds just now render sport in a slight 
degree unpleasant. Jock Scott, Blue Doctor, and Gordon best killing flies. Results 
of past week’s sport :—Monaltrie Water.—Capt. Hackett, Sept. 16th, three fish, 5, 5, 
and $lb.; Sept. 17th, one fish, 8lb. Mr. Johnston, Sept. 14th, one fish, 7ib. Hotel 
Water.—Sir Henry Clavering, Bart., Sept. 16th, three fish, 7, 8, and 91b. ; Sept. 17th, 
one fish, 841b. ; Sept. 20th, one fish, 11lb. Major-General McGuire, Sept. 16th, one 
fish) 8}1b. ; Sept. 20th, two fish, 8} and 91b, Mr. Bonsor, Sept. 16th, one fish, 9b. 
Mrs.:Bonsor, Sept. 17th, one fish, 8lb. Mr, Brice, Sept, 18th, two fish, 7 and 8lb,— 
GkorRGE SMITH, Fishing-Tackle Maker, 


DUMFRIESSHIRE,—Owing to recent heavy floods there has been very little fly- 
fishing in our rivers. Sea-trout and herling have been caught in large numbers 
with the worm ; but salmon is the favourite “game” just now. Ihave seenra 
great many big fish, which will afford grand sport to anglers who care for an 
exciting run—and who does not? I can promise a most successful day’s salmon- 
fishing on the Annan and Nith now that the nets are off. Any angling notice from 
this district would be incomplete if no allusion were made to the most unfair 
practice of dragging our pools with large hooks, which is being indulged in, espe- 
cially in the Nith near Dumfries. Of course it is illegal, and ought to be stopped; 
but who will drag to light the offenders? Iam waiting to see if our local associa- 
tions have the moral courage to speak ont on a subject which is exercising the minds 
of all true sportsmen—B, 

TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Since my last notes to you, the weather has been more in 
favour of the disciples of the rod and line, the elements having been disturbed, and 
pluvial descents ag a consequence have been of pretty frequent occurrence, thereby 
raising the rivers from the very low condition they were in, up to from 2ft. to about 
5ft., at the most. As these floods occurred just before the nets were off, the amount 
of good done to the rivers (in the way of allowing a free run of fish from the sea) 
cannot be estimated after the long spell of dry weather we had experienced ; and 
now the soul of the angler rejoiceth, as in his mind’s eye he pictures visions of grand 
sporta little later on. To-day, however, the rivers have again run in pretty low ; 
but they are of a good colour, and in fair condition for angling, The 
salmon casts on many of the waters in this. immediate neighbour- 
hood have all been tried within the past ten days, and although the 
sport got has been nothing to bounce about, yet afew good salmon have been killed, 
and several good baskets of trout as well, On Saturday last, on Boldside water, in 
the Galashiels district, Mr. Lang, Broad Meadows, killed three nice salmon. On the 
same day, on the Hendersyde water (Kelso district), Captain Bridges had one fish ; 
and on a good “cast” further up a mile or two, another gentleman killed three, 
weighing respectively 12, 10, and 7lb. Mr. Drummond, on the Ednam House water, 
has killed two fish of 6lb. each; while Mr. J. R, Hay-Gordon, Liverpool, on his 
water at Carham, killed a grilse on each of the days he angled there. The Duke of 
Roxburgh’s water at Floors Castle has not yet been fished, but good sport is antici- 
pated there once the lines are thrown over their splendid “casts,” as the fastnesses 
are reported to be full of fish. Of the baskets of trout killed, the weights have 
ranged from 2lb, up to 6lb, and 8lb.; but the average of the baskets would be from 
3lb. to 5lb. To-day the weather is dull, with a cold northerly wind, and the glass 
steady. The reports from all quarters, on the close of the salmon net-fishing in the 
Tweed, prove this season to have been a very bad one for lessees of fisheries, as well 
as for the Berwick Salmon Fishery Company, the latter having caught less fish than 
they did in 1885, and that season was a bad one. The season opened fairly well, 
but got worse all through the season, and a most noteworthy feature of the past 
season’s fishing was the scarcity of grilse, although salmon and trout remained much 
the same in numbers. More large fish, however, had been caught during the season 
than is generally tlie ease ; but early fishings were productive of a great number of 
small size fish. ‘The heaviest caught during the season was 441b. From the second 
week of August, however, right on to the close, the catches began to decline, owing 
to the want of floods in the river. This was all the more serious, as that part of the 
season is usually the harvest time. In consequence of the decrease the supply fell 
considerably behind that of last year, while the pecuniary returns were very deficient, 
because the best fishing was got last yearin the month of August, Towards the close 
of this season—that is at the end of last week, when a spate oceurred—the best 
fishing of the year was got, but even this was not equal to the catches at the close of 
1885. Prices in the spring were lower than those of last year ; but in the summer they 
became better, and have remained so till the close. Yesterday they were :—Salmon™ 
Is. 3d. per lb. ; grilse, 1s. 4d.; trout, 1ld. At the closing day last year they were :— 
Salmon and grilse, ls. 3d. perlb.; trout 1s, The result of the year’s operations must 
again be a loss to the lessees of fisheries, several of whom, although they have paid 
working expenses, have not made sufficient to meet their rents. On the closing: of 
the netting season in the upper reaches, a Coldstream correspondent writes :—The 
netting season closed at midnight on Tuesday. The late heavy rains having raised_ 
the river several feet above the ordinary summer level, net-fishing greatly improved. 


The flood has held for several days, and _ operations at all the 
upper stations have been very successful. On the different waters. 
good takes have been got since Monday, and had the open season 


continued for a week or two longer the lessees would, in many instances, 
have considerably recouped themselves for the dearth of fish during the greater part 
of the past season. The fact that the last few days of each season invariably show 
good returns emphatically urges the necessity of a prolongation of the netting 
period, at least, till the eud of September. Some heavy fish have been caught since 
the “ spate,” and large and small have been found in the finest possible condition. 
The following are the takes up to the close: Great Haugh, 40 salmon, 30 grilse, 40, 
trout ; Lennel Haugh, 18 salmon, 20 grilse ; English water, 12 salmon and 15 grilse, 
The season just closed has been the most unproductive for many years, at least, in 
this district. Partly owing to the dry summer and building operations going on at 
Norham Bridge, fish have not been able to reach the upper districts. Since the 
present Act came into force, 26 years ago, the fish have been decreasing gradually, 
—MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 





FISH AND FISHING IN NEW ZEALAND. 


Mr. JAMES WILKIE, of Dunedin, hon. sec..of the Otago Acclimatisa- 
tion Society, sends us the 20th Annual Report for the year ending 
December 31, 1885, from which we take the following extracts. It 
will be seen that the Society is doing splendid work, and it is not 
too much to say that in a short time—if, indeed, it cannot do so 
already—New Zealand will be able to boast the finest trout-fishing 
in the world :— 


During the past year our operations have as a matter of necessity been almost 
entirely confined in piscicultural channels. In this direction, however, 
we have accomplished much, and there is still ample room for the expenditure 
of our energies, for, to speak of nothing else, the salmon and the herring have 
yet to be numbered among the fishes of New Zealand. 


OroHo GROUNDS, 


At our last annual meeting we reported the purchase of nearly five acres of 
ground on Opoho Creek, and the building of a house there for our manager. 
Since then the hatching-house and ponds have been constructed, and the place 
put in a very efficient state by Mr. Deans. He has made it altogether a very 
charming place, and those of our friends who have not yet visited the grounds 
would find an hour or two well spent in going over them. 


WAIWERA GROUNDS. 


Since our last meeting the purchase of these grounds, comprising about 43" 
acres, has been completed. The place is eminently suited for the stud farm for 
the various species of Salmonide we propose constructing there. It is about 
two miles this side of Clinton, on Marshall’s Creek—a small tributary of the 
Waiwera. At the height of the dry season there was a beautiful run of water 
in the stream—more than sufficient to keep sweet a large system of ponds. 

We have erected a neat five-roomed cottage on the place, immediately over- 
looking the site for the ponds, and have installed Ranger Burt as manager there. 
He is now busily engaged cutting a race from the creek. This race when com- 
plete will be about twenty chains long, and will feed a succession of parallel 
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ponds—five or six, or more—each about 100ft. long by 8ft, or 10ft. wide, and 
running from 2ft. to 5ft. deep. In these ponds, when completed, we propose 
keeping separately our breeding stock of salmon, Loch Leven trout, Fontinalis, 
burn trout, &c. 

TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Our treasurer's report is, as usual, very satisfactory. Our vested funds have, 
of course, been very considerably reduced, but we have the equivalent in two 
valuable properties from which we hope to derive yearly increasing revenues. 


ENCOURAGEMENT OF ANGLING. 


Our chief sources of revenue are the sale of ova and of trout-fishing licenses ; 
the sale of shooting licenses having, for reasons before stated, fallen off during 
the past two years—about fifty were issued last season, As a set-off to this 
falling off in the shooting, it is pleasing to note that each year adds some new 
members to the discipleship of Walton, and it is especially gratifying to see a 
gradually-increasing number of youths taking to this health-giving recreation. 
The action of the council in granting 10s. licenses to boys under sixteen has no 
doubt contributed in a great measure to this effect. 

Last year we issued close on 400 fishing licenses ; this season we expect to 
issue thirty or forty more. 

For the encouragement of fly-fishing, the council have renewed their grant of 
a gold medal to the Otago Anglers’ Association, to be fished for in the Lee 
Stream by the members of that body. 


ACCLIMATISED FIsH. 

Salmo Salar.—We have as yet no report of the reappearance of salmon in any 
of our rivers. From time to time rumours have reached us of a fish supposed 
to be a salmon having been caught ; but in no case have we been able to find our 
wish realised that such rumour might be true. 

As the experiments of Sir James Maitland, at Howietown, and the investiga- 
tions of Dr. Francis Day appear to point conclusively to the fact that the Salmo 
salar will breed in confinement—that it is not a physiological necessity that the 
fish should go to the sea to qualify them for reproduction—we propose keeping 
a limited number of these in confinement at our ponds in Marshall’s Creek. If 
we succeed in hatching out healthy fry from the ova of these confined parents, 
the stocking of our waters will be a mere matter of time. With regard to the 
large number, however, it is propesed to retain them only until they assume 
their smolt livery and show signs of desiring to escape to salt water, and then 
to liberate them under conditions favourable to their reaching the sea. It is 
thought that if this is done the fish will have a much better chance of escaping 
their natural enemies, and surviving to return as grilse, than if they were turned 
into the river while of small size and in the parr state of existence. 

Loch Leven Trout.—Of Loch Leven trout on December 31, 1884, we had in 
our ponds 1,100 healthy yearlings. During the year we have distributed 800, 
the principal portion going to the Waikawa River. This river was fixed on as 
there were no trout of any kind in it, and we desired, if possible, to have at 
least one place where we could be certain of the purity of the stock being 
maintained. 

Burn Trout.—In the belief that the common Scotch burn trout might prove 
more suitable tosome of our streams than the larger variety we already have, we 
got from Sir James Maitland’s ponds a box of ova containing about 15,000. 
Only 1,700 of the eggs hatched out, and from deficiency of water only about 
500 were reared successfully. Those we have left are, however, vigorous and 
healthy, and are sufficient to form a good parent stock, and in the course of a 
few years we hope to turn out thousands of this game and lively fish into the 
various streams suitable for their reception. 

Brown Trout.—The past year has been one of the most successful we have 
yet had with our brown trout. During the spawning season Mr. Deans succeeded 
in collecting, from various streams, about 340,000 ova. Of these ova 82,000 
have been sent away, chiefly to the Acclimatisation Societies in the North Island. 
In all cases the shipments reached their destination in the usual satisfactory 
condition. The additional accommodation we shall now have at Marshall's 
Creek will put us in a position to supply an almost unlimited demand for ova, 
as well as to provide most liberally for the requirements of our own streams. 

Salmo Fontinalis—The Society possesses a few specimens of this fish, which 
in another year will probably become parent fish. [We advise the Society to 
put them into lakes and not rivers.—ED. | 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

The fishing season opened as usual on the Ist October, and the fish in the 
majority of the rivers were in very fair condition, and more numerous than 
in any previous year. The Southern rivers appear still to bear the palm in 
the production of trout of beautiful shape and fine flavour ; the Waipahi, 
above Arthurton, being, perhaps, in this respect unequalled. 

As evidence of the continued success of fish culture in Otago waters, the 
following, among many other good baskets made during the season, may be 
worthy of mention :— 

In March, last season, Mr. Burt had some capital fishing in the Pomahaka 
with natural minnow. On the 23rd he killed four fish, weighing 16lb.; on 
the 24th, seven fish, weighing 33lb.; on the 26th, six fish, weighing 254Ib. ; 
ret 30th, eleven fish, weighing 483lb. ; and on the 31st, four fish, weighing 
16lb. 

On the opening day of the current season a number of good baskets were 
made in the Shag River. Mr. P. Snowden had twenty fish, weighing 22lb. ; 
Mr. W. Aitken, twenty fish, weighing 20lb.; Mr. R. Chisholm, fourteen fish, 
weighing 1641b. ; Mr. W. Carlton, eight fish, weighing 12}1b.; Mr. J. Wilkie, 
twenty fish, weighing 30lb. On the 2nd, Mr. W. Aitken had twenty fish, 
weighing 25lb.; Mr. R. Chisholm, twenty-three fish, weighing 24lb. ; Mr. 
Snowden, twenty-two fish, weighing 20}lb,; Mr. Wilkie, seventeen fish, 
weighing 213]b. In the same river Mr. G. M. Marshall had, on October 8, 9, 
and 10, forty-four fish, weighing 5841b. 

On November 11, Mr. J. P. Maitland, in the Waipahi, killed nine fish, 
weighing 34lb. 

On December 8, in the same river, Mr. W. D. Smith killed six fish, 163Ib. ; 
Mr. R. Chisholm, five fish, 154lb. ; and Mr. W. Carlton, four fish, 10%lb. 

On December 7, Mr. W. Carlton, in the same river, killed seven fish, 
weighing 302lb., the heaviest being 7ilb.; and Mr. W. Yuill got four fish, 
weighing 18lb. 

Many other good baskets were made during the season, but these are sufficient 
to show the capabilities of our waters. 

We have again to express our warmest thanks to Sir James Gibson Maitland, of 
Howietown, for the cordial manner in which he has, by gift or otherwise, seconded 
our efforts in the acclimatisation of Salmonide. 

_Inconclusion, we desire to say that the state of the law in regard to our acclima- 
tised Salmonide isnot quite what it ought to be, and it is desirable that some joint 
action by the various societies should be taken to have this somewhat amended, 
especially with a view to stopping the trout-poaching, which is carried on toa 
large extent. JAMES WILKIE, Hon. Secretary. 


CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to. post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible.) 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The delegates met on Monday last, the 21st inst., at 8.30 p.m., at the Foresters’ 
Hall, the president, Mr. P. Geen, in the chair. The secretary read the minutes of 
the last delegate meeting, which were duly confirmed, after which a letter was read 
from Mr. George Corble, informing the meeting that the alterations suggested by 
the Association in regard to the by-laws relating to fishing in the Lea would receive 
due consideration. A letter of apology was received from Mr. Puddicombe, regarding 
the annoyance caused by a barge driven ata very high rate of speed, which con- 
siderably interfered with the pegged-down match of the Good Intent Angling 
Society upon a late occasion at Waltham. Mr. T. Skillen was duly appointed keeper 
at Uxbridge of the water rented by the Fisheries’ Society. His salary will be paid 
entirely out of the funds of the Anglers’ Association. It was suggested, and unani- 
mously agreed that a stamp should be provided for stamping all documents. A 
letter was read from Mr, A. F, Douglas, of 107, Leadenhall-street, offering to give 
permission to fish his pond situate near Eden Bridge, jack only to be taken. The 
president reported that the preservation of the River Stort was proceeding satis- 
factorily, if slowly, and that he has ascertained that Squire Phillips is anxious to 
see this river strictly preserved, and that he would assist us in doing so. Mr, 
Weaver, the secretary of the Midland Angling Club, meeting at the Prince of Wales, 
King’s-road, Camden Town, attended in support of an application to enrol his society 
on our books ; the rules having been examined, and sundry questions answered to our 
satisfaction, it was unanimously resolved to enrol the new society. The secretary 
next announced the receipt of £15 from the Richmond Piscatorial Society. This is 
a first instalment of the tund raised at the late Tournament at Richmond on behalf 
of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society and the T.A.P.S. (Applause.) Mr, Manning 
(trustee) stated that we now had a balance at our bankers of £153. This gave the 
members much satisfaction, and the president made a very appropriate speech in 
regard thereto, A letter was read from the Prince of Wales’s Angling Society, of 
Kilburn, giving some very important information respecting some portion of the 
water at Uxbridge. Immediate action was resolved upon. Mr. Gafney has with- 
drawn his resignation of the office of tyler, as another delegate has kindly offered to 
assist him, The honorary bailiffs were next called upon to make their reports. Mr, 
Page had taken from Broxbourne to St. Margaret’s, and was happy to inform the 
meeting that the bream which the Association had placed in the water at the last- 
mentioned place had spawned. He had also discovered several would-be anglers 
with bank runners, one having three of these unlawful engines, which 
were, of course, duly confiscated. One gentleman at first refused to be over- 
hauled, but at last succumbed to a little persuasion. At Waltham, on another occa- 
sion, he came upon 51 members of the Good Intent actively engaged in a peg-down 
match. Mr. Clark reported he had perambulated the river from Broxbourne to Hert- 
ford ; he found several anglers in possession of some good fish taken at Ware. Mr. 
Midson stated he found a man with an undersized perch, and returned it to the 
water. Mr. Manning, in his travels, had come across a number of lads with tins— 
biscuit, meat, or any other they could appropriate—which they used for bring- 
ing home their catches alive ; but as they retained all the fish they caught, large or 
small, there was usually a grand and sorrowful return of the small fry to their 
former haunts. One youth had five perch, another a jack of 12in.; but another of 
these young gentlemen managed to evade him, and got off by the train with a jack 
reported to have been of the same dimensions. Mr. Manning also reported that he 
had a very pleasant meeting at the Dalston Angling Society, and had spoken to the 
gentlemen present of the good work that was being done by the Anglers’ Benevolent 
Society. On the 30th August he had visited the Good Intent, and explained some 
of the objects and work done by the Association ; also that on the previous Monday 
he had attended a very pleasant meeting of the Cavendish Society. Mr. Jennings 
had visited the Burnaby Angling Society. Mr. Thorling visited the Little Inde- 
pendent, where 17 clubs were represented ; also the Rising Sun—a flourishing society 
—and had good meetings at each club-house. He had also been to the St. Andrew’s, 
where eight clubs were represented. At the Star Angling Society he was not so 
well supported. A vote of thanks to the chairman brought the meeting to a close at 
11 p.m. Thirty-nine clubs were represented.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

ANGLING COMPETITION IN THE MEDWAY. 

The following arrangements have been made for the above competition, which 
takes places on October 3 :—The competitors will be pegged-down above East Far- 
leigh Bridge, the first peg being just this side of the reservoir. The restrictions as 
to size of fish, &c., are to be the same as last season’s competition; in fact, the 
arrangements are exactly the same, only the place of pegging-down is shifted to the 
above-mentioned spot. Entrance-fee, 1s.,can be paid to any of the committee, or to 
Edgar 8. Shrubsole, 15, Mill-street, Maidstone, or or before October 2, We shall 
be pleased to see as many of our London friends as can make it convenient to come. 

ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of this society took place on Tuesday last at the 
George and Dragon Hotel. There was an excellent attendance of the members. 
The secretary having read the minutes of the previous meeting, the chairman said 
the members had had a special summons to attend that evening to take into con- 
sideration when, where, and how their next competition was to take place for 
the valuable cup presented by their hostess, as they no doubt were all aware that 
when it was last competed for not sufficient fish was caught by any competitor to 
entitle him to it; so that they must now have the pleasure of fishing for it over 
again. After a long discussion, it was resolved that it take place from the banks of 
the Thames, anywhere between Teddington Lock and Windsor Lock, and from the 
banks of the Grand Junction Canal, between the Swan and Bottle, Uxbridge, and 
the Half-Way House at Harefield, to take place on the 29th of September and the 
3rd of October, from 9 a.m. to 6 p,m., one rod only, and all competitors wishing to 
take part in it must give in their names on or before the 28th inst., stating which 
day they intend fishing. The secretary then read a letter from Mr. Hobden, hon. 
sec. of the Hammersmith United Angling Society, in which he said that the members 
of his club would like to have a friendly competition with the members of the 
Acton Piscatorial Society in a day’s fishing similar to those friendly competitions 
which took place last year. After some discussion the chairman was instructed to 
write and thank Mr. Hobden for his kind invitation, and to state that the members 
of the Acton Piscatorial Society would send thema reply on the 3rd October as to what 
day and the number of their members who could take part init, All seemed anxious 
for the fray.—W. EH. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 19th inst. the following members weighed-in fish :—Mr. Harding, roach 
and jack ; Mr. Haynes, roach ; Mr. Medcalf, jack ; Mr. Say, roach; Mr. Robinsen, 
sen., jack ; total weight, 25lb, The annual dinner will be held at Mr. Coomes’, Five 
Horse Shoes, Hoddesdon, on September 26th, and will be placed on the table at 
one o’clock sharp. The central visit of angling clubs proved a very great success, 
The room was filled to excess. The following answered to the roll call :—Amicable, 
Waltonians, Anchor and Hope, Alliance, Barbican, Crown and Buckland, Cavendish, 
Hearts of Oak, Independent Brothers, Islington Brothers, Little Independent, North 
Western, Odds and Evens, Piscatorial Society, Second Surrey, Stoke Newington, 
Izaak Walton, Hand-in-Hand, and Great Northern Brothers. Mr. Say occupied the 
chair. A letter was read excusing Mr. Crumplen, and also his son, from attending. 
Mr. Murray made a few remarks respecting the Central Association, which he said 
was doing so much good by the issue of cheap angling tickets, and also stated that 
by having two associations, it would prevent a monopoly which would be done by 
one, and most likely to cause the tickets to be sold at a higher rate, and out of the 
reach of the humble angler.—J, WORLEDGE, 
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BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT UNITED ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The members of the Highland Laddie journeyed to Bearley on Monday, Sept. 6th, 
by the 7.30 train, and the morning was everything that could be desired. We 
arrived at Bearley Cross for refreshments, whilst arrangements were made by the 
referee, Mr. T. Reeves, and members, and agreed for the members to fish from 12 to 2, 
the ground being measured out by the referee, and by 11.30 ready for 12 o’clock. 
All being ready the signal was blown, and everything went on merrily till time 
being called ; then every member came up to weigh-in, when the referee declared Mr. 
Hartwright first, and Mr. Sydenham second. The annual supper took place on 
Monday last, the 13th inst. Everything went off with credit to all concerned. 
After supper the usual toasts were given, and several members sang, and the rest of 
he business went off all that could be desired.—T. 8., sec. 


BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting, on Friday, the 17th inst., was well attended. Mr. 
Harry Dunn presided, with Mr. E. Coleman in the vice-chair. Business having been 
disposed of, some excellent music, both vocal and instrumental, was rendered by 
the members and friends, closing with the “ Anglers’ Chorus.” The weighing-in on 
the 19th, 20th, and 2Ist inst. was more satisfactory than has been for the last few 
weeks. The Glee Club is in course of formation : gentlemen wishing to join should 
make early application to the secretary.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ladies’ night on Friday last was well supported, there being more present than 
atthe concert last month. Some good songs were rendered by Mrs. J. Smith, Miss 
Smith, Mrs. G. Bryan, Mrs. Gold, and several members and friends. Messrs. J. 
Harvey and J. Moncar were duly made members. Fish were again scarce on the 
19th, the Kaffir coming in first with one bream, 41b. 20z. ; W. Wiggs, bream, I1b. 11o0z. ; 
G. Ersser, 1lb. 30z.; Massey, sen., 1lb. 240z.; and Messrs. Smith and Bros, Bryan, 
2lb. On Monday there was a large attendance, overflow tickets being issued for 
Friday, nevertheless a very pleasant evening was spent. Sixteen clubs on the 
S.L.U.V.L. answered to the roll at eleven o'clock, also three clubs not on the list— 
viz., Richmond Piscatorials, Silver Trout, and Independent, making nineteen in all. 
Mr. Geen, the worthy President of the Anglers’ Association, and Mr. Field, Presi- 
dent of the S.L.U.V.L., were both present, also several leading members of the various 
clubs. Mr. Geen spoke of the gratification it gave him at seeing so many South 
London Anglers met together enjoying themselves, also the pleasure it gave him 
coming to the Brunswickers, for when he did he always received a hearty welcome 
from them. Mr. Field and Mr. Page spoke on the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund. One 
of the features of the evening was a handsome roach, caught by Mr. H. Cullingford, 
weighing 2Ib. 4oz., which was greatly admired by Mr. Geen and the gentlemen pre- 
sent,—_STEWART BRYAN, sec. 


BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

Not much doing lately. On the 13th we had a few fish from the Lea and Colne 
shown by Messrs. C. H. and G. Hardy, and Marshall, On the 18th a few members 
tried, but nothing done. Members are requested to attend on Wednesday next, the 
29th, to arrange a day’s outing for three prizes.—R. MARSHALL, sec. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS, 

The following fish have been weighed-in since report last week :—Mr. Seigenberg, 
six roach, 2lb. 13}0z., twenty-two dace, 51b, 8oz. ; Mr, Millbourn, nine roach, 41b. $02, 
—F, E, LONGLEY, hon, sec. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The next delegate meeting will take place on Friday, Oct. 1, at 8,30 o’clock.—J. 

A, FiTcu, sec. 


CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. George Colls in the 
chair. The minutes of the last meeting were signed, and business transacted. 
Catches reported :—Mr. H. A. Beck, trout and chub from St. Margaret’s, with a fly ; 
from the same waters I had some fine roach ; Mr. Geo, Colls and the writer had some 
perch from the New River; Mr. Rogers had two jack from the Copper Mill stream ; 
and Mr. Kidd one jack from the same. Angling matters were generally discussed, 
aut a vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings.—HENRY HowsE, 

on, sec, 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were not many fish at the club on the 19th inst., Mr. Devon having good 
roach and dace, Mr. Maybury roach, and Mr. R. Murphy dace. There was a large 
attendance of members at our last meeting ; one member enrolled, and three propo- 
sitions taken. The members decided to fish a pegged-down match at Waltham on 
October 3rd, when I hope to see a large number compete for ten good prizes.—R. 
MuRpHy. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street, Dr. Brunton in the 
chair, Among those present were Capt. Alfred, Messrs. Sims, Norman, Beevor, 
Sowerbutts, Parker, Ghurney, and Bartlett. The minutes of the previous meeting 
having been read and confirmed, letters were read from Mr. Chambers and Mr. 
Ghurney having reference to the proposed outing, the date of which it was proposed 
to fix at the next meeting. Mr. C. Anderson, having been duly proposed and seconded 
at a former meeting, was unanimously elected a member of the society. The re- 
mainder of a very pleasant evening was devoted to chat on recent angling, the chair- 
man giving a most interesting account of his-experiences in Scotland and else- 
where. th yote of thanks to Dr, Brunton for presiding terminated the proceed- 
ings.—H. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society fished for seven special prizes on the 19th inst., 
three of which only were won, and these with very poor shows indeed—viz., 2{oz., 
210z., and 2oz, respectively. The next return visit will take place at the Dolphin, 
Church-street, Shoreditch, next Tuesday night, when, as it is probable this will be 
the last visit to this house, we should like a bumper.—C. J. MILLIE, 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few good roach on the 19th inst., only two members weighing-in. The annual 
distribution of prizes will take place on Monday next, Sept. 27th, at 9 pm.—R, 
GHURNEY, sec. 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 19th inst. several of our members were out ; but on account of the bright- 
ness of the water our takes were small. The following weighed-in :—Messrs. G. 
Geale, barbel and bream ; R. Clark, dace and gudgeon; A, Whiteley, gudgeon ; W. 
North, gudgeon ; W. Putt, dace. On the 2Istinst., Messrs, Pain and Purviss weighed- 
in some roach and dace. It was decided at our last meeting that our competition 
for the 26th inst. will be fished for at Langley ; all members wishing to compete 
must start by the first train from Paddington Station, returning by the 6,41 p.m. 
Next Tuesday, 28th inst., is quarter night, when I hope all members will attend.— 
R. CLARK, sec, 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 19th inst., and had very fair sport. 
Messrs. S. Smart and J. Spratley, fishing together, got 103lb, of roach and dace ; 
Messrs. H. Cann and J. Conroy, six dozen of roach and dace; and Mr, W. Kohlman 
had some good roach, one scaling 11b, loz.+C. SMART, sec. 
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. a JOLLY ANGLERS, CAMBRIDGE. 3 
This flourishing society has had four splendid days’ fishing for prizes before the 
second annual prize day, which took place at Swavesey on the 16th inst. Although 
a'cold N.E. wind was blowing hard up stream all the time, the anglers, which num- 
‘ered forty, stuck to their work well from 11 a.m. to 5.30. The takes were good, 
considering the’ weather, and a very pleasant and jolly day was spent, all good 
tempered, although the elements were unfavourable. The prizes were distributed 
at the club-room (the Foresters, Burleigh-street) by R. Russell Hall, Esq., on Mon- 
day, the 20th inst., when a very large number of members were present, After the 
distribution of prizes, the committee arranged for a special prize day for next week, 
for perch only. The club now numbers 115 members; all paid entrance fee. The 
following were the first three winners of the club prizes for gross weights :—I1st, 
Mr. C. Thorogood; 2nd, Mr. H. Bell; 3rd, Mr. H. Jerman. Special Prizes.—For 
heaviest perch, Mr. D. Cowell ; for heaviest roach, Mr. C. Thorogood ; for heaviest 
bream, Mr. Bendall. We have held over for next week six special prizes ; amongst 
them is a splendid winch, given by a gentleman angler.—JOHN O, GEORGE. 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Wednesday evening, the 22nd inst., the 
vice-president, Mr. W. Gillies, in the chair. The minutes of the previous meeting 
night were read and confirmed. The delegates then gave their report of attendance 
at the meeting of the Anglers’ Association on Monday evening last. Mr. Short was 

- then proposed as a member ; the election will take place next meeting night. On 
the 17th inst. Mr. J. G. Feaks had a show of bream, perch, and roach ; but on the 
19th our trays were very small, Mr, Gillies saving us from a blank with roach.—A. 
May, hon. sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 16th inst., Mr. Grindley weighed-in bream. On the 19th we hada good 
show ; Mr. Grindley had a brace of jack, heaviest 4lb. 100z., from the Welsh Harp ; 
Mr, Aldis, jack, heaviest 3lb. 7oz., and a few roach from Elstree; Mr. Billings, 
dace ; Mr, Swain, roach and dace from the Lea; Mr. Proehl, roach from the 
Thames. The outing to Boxmoor will take place on the 26th inst. Members and 
friends will please be at the Adelaide by 6.30 a.m.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

~PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Twenty-two members of the above club took part in a match for seven prizes at 
Staines on the 19th. The winners were as follows:—Mr. J. Stidolph, lst; Mr. G. 
Durant, 2nd; Mr. Gatty, 3rd; Mr. Duke, 4th ; Mr. Watkins. 5th: Mr. Brancher, 
6th ; and Mr. Page, 7th. The shows of fish were small. On Tuesday night the 
following gentlemen were elected officers :—Committee : Messrs. Brewer, Otjiss, and 
Gatty ; Messrs. Matthews and Turner auditors. The nextclub match will be fished on 
Oct. 3rd. Members must clear the books to entitle them to compete.—GADPFLY, 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Although it has been my pleasurable duty during the last nine months to write 
many reports of the meetings of the above society, I have certainly never sat down 
to write one with feelings of deeper satisfaction, for.on Wednesday evening last the 

“members gave undoubted approval of the action of their committee in electing Mr. 
Philip Geen as chairman, and when a committee has. taken action regardinga 

_ question of a most vital character, it is necessarily a matter for congratulation to 
find their decision approved by the members of the society. At 8.30, when the chair 
was taken, there were nearly forty members in the room, a number largely increased 
during the evening, while on the table before the chairman lay a pile of letters from 
members, all expressive of the writers’ regret at being unable to be present. Messrs. 

‘King (Richmond and Twickenham Times), Sachs (Land and Water), Temple 
C1llustrated Sporting and Dramatic News), attended, and Mr. Dickinson, the vice- 
chairman of the society, was at his usual post. Amonst the members present were 
Messrs. Cockburn, Plant, Davis, Terrill, Taman, Griffiths, Matthews, Perkins, 
Williams, Larkins, and others well-known, but too numerous to mention. One of 
the first acts ofthe meeting was to elect Mr. A. J. Littleasa vice-president of the 
society, proposed by Mr. Taman, and, itis scarcely necessary toadd, carried unanimously. 
Some deficiencies in the prize list having then been filled up by the kindness and genero- 
sity of Messrs. Bingley, Brett, and Williams, the last-named gentleman called attention 
to the inconvenience caused to anglers by captains of steamers when passing up and 
down the river not slackening speed when going by punts moored in the river for 
the purpose of fishing, and it was resolved to write a letter to the Steamboat Com- 
pany calling their attention to the matter. The admiration of the meeting was 
called forth by three barbel weighed in by Mr. C. R. Larkins, taken the same day at 
Moulsey, the largest weighing 6lb. 150z, The business portion of the proceedings 
having been brought to a close, Messrs. Dickinson, Griffiths, Larkins, Rollison, and 
Perkins sang some good songs. affording great pleasure to their auditors, and the 
healths of the chairman and vice-chairman being enthusiastically drunk, brought 
the meeting toa close. A roach and dace competition will take place on the 13th 
October, and the prize list for the present season haying been approved, will be 
almost immediately sent out to members.—H. CLIFFORD-TAMAN, hon. sec. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 22nd inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street. Three new members were elected. On the 19th inst. the club 
wassaved a blank with 5lb, 130z. of roach, weighed-in by—C. PIGGOTT, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 12th inst. Messrs, C. A. Pocock, R. Chantry, jun, J. Smith, T. Hill, Wigley, 
and I. Davis exhibited a nice show of barbel, roach, and dace from the Thames and 
the Lea. On the 19th Messrs. Wigley, Hill, Lines, and J. Smith hada nice tray of large 
roach from the Lea. Messrs. C. A. Pocock, R. Chantry, jun., Moulton, and R. Chantry 
had barbel, roach, dace, and gudgeoy that turned the scale at 2oz. from the Thames. 
Members are informed that a proposition has been laid on the table for the purpose 
of allowing one week day as well as Sunday fishing. Members interested for or 
against are requested to attend on the 29th inst. and discuss the question : this notice 
to be deemed sufficient. The following weight of fish has been weighed in the 

“gociety : since 20th of June last up to the 19th of September, 3501b. ; to which the 
following have contributed in rotation: C. A. Pocock, R. Chantry, G. Dodd, 
J. Smith, Wigley, C. J. Pocock, Moulton, and J. Clarke, the principal portion. 
At the meeting held on the 22nd, it was decided that the monthly outing take place 
at Ware, for three prizes given by Messrs. Wigley, Chantry, and J. Flower, on the 
26th ; only members clear on the books allowed to take prizes. Mr. T. Lines will 
give a prize for competition among the members of this society for the gross weight 
of fish taken in the South London United Competition at the same place and on the 
same date,—PIXIE. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The clubs on the above list will fish a pegged-down match on the 26th inst. at 
Ware ; to start from Ware Bridge to the Engine House. The train leaves Liverpool- 
street at eight o’clock—J. Court, hon. see. 

0 ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next return visit on the Eastern District Visiting List No. 2 will take place 
at the above society on Monday, September 27th, when I hope to see a good muster 
of clubs, as the committee of this society has arranged a very nice programme for 
this evening of vocal and instrumental music, and as they never miss a visit on this 
list, { hope the clubs will give them a bumper.—F,. THORLING. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Small takes of fish have been weighed-in during the last fortnight, the following 
being the record :—On the 12th we fished at Yalding for three prizes, Mr. T. 
Gretton winning the first with 3lb. 7j0z. roach ; S, Orrow, second, 60z, roach; W. 
Webb, third, 50z. roach, not a bream being taken. On the 15th, Messrs, Godfrey and 
Vincent weighed-in a few perch, On the 19th, Mr. W. Bedford, sen., one barbel, 
lb. 14}0z., and Mr. E. Bedford, i1b. 930z. bream and roach. A special meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, September 29th, to revise the rule with regard to the time of 
weighing-in fish. All members are requested to attend.—T. GRETTON, 

. THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. 

The last monthly meeting of the Central Association was well-attended, and a 

considerable amount of business transacted, the president, Mr, J, C, Murray, being 








in the chair. Some important correspondence with railway companies was readand 
discussed. A new angling club, the 'unny Folks, meeting at the Rose and Crown, 
Goswell-road, was enrolled (Mr. H. Hunt, secretary), and the president has also 
another society, to be known as the Borough of Finsbury Piscatorials, which it is 
intended to enrol at the next meeting, It was resolved that in future no tickets 
should be issued to any society withouta remittance of the cost—a regulation tend- 
ing to save trouble to all secretaries, and enabling the work of the Association to be 
carried on in the most satisfactory manner. A complimentary visit to the Wool- 
wich clubs, who so faithfully supported the Association in its successful efforts to 
prevent a monopoly of the railway privileses being granted to the detriment of 
angling interests, was resolved upon, and it is hoped the meeting will be the success 
it deserves to be.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD.. 

Several members of the above club were out on the 19th inst. Mr. J, Currans 
had a nice show of roach, and Doctor was close behind him with a nice show of 
roach ; other members travelled some mi'es, but returned with blanks. Several 
members of the above club will fish in the match at Ware on the 26th inst,—H., 
TYLER, sec, 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Thursday, Sept. 16th; Mr. Hibble in the 
chair ; several members and friends present. The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed. A gentleman attended, and said that he had recently 
become a follower of Old Izaak, and was desirous of becoming a member, whereupon 
he was informed that he would be proposed next meeting night, and that the society 
would be pleased to receive any eligible gentlemen desirous of joining. The business 
was soon disposed of, and the remainder of the time spent in a most enjoyable 
manner, some excellent songs and recitations being rendered by Messrs. Allard, 
Hopkins, Curtis, Wood, Crowne, Bayley, Rumbelow, and Griffin. On the 19th last, 
the members (about ten) competed for five prizes at St. Margaret's, but with the 
most disappointing result, the first prize only (presented by Mr. Frank Grigg) being 
taken, with about 130z. of roach by Mr. Delhaye, the other members not haying 
sufficient weight to entitle them to a prize.—W. L. Grirrin, sec. ae 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. xg 

The usual weekly meeting was held on Thursday, Sept. 23rd. when Mr. J.. Hunter 
was elected a member, and another gentleman proposed. There was a fine show of 
roach from private water, and a few barbel from the Thames,—B, 


Agi OUTING. 


A WONDSR?FUL STATEMENT, GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE OF 


SHOWING THAT THE BENEFICIAL ETFECTS 
OUTDOOR SPORTS. 


OF “WARNER'S SAFE CURE” 
ARE NOT TEMPORARY, BUT PERMANENT. Condacted by POULTNEY 
BIGELOW, 


Tue objection is often made that the beneficial effects of 
General - English Editor : 


proprietary medicines are only temporary, and that the 
RICHARD GOWING, 








oe FSS ET DE ETE 


WoTVED RT OR 
PER WAL 








NENT, 











disease returns as soon as the use of the medicine is discon- 
tinued. To meet this objection in the case of ‘ Warner’s 


Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years after the cure was wrought, 

Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 81, 1882, says: 
—Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
ended in abseess of that organ, resulting from inflammation. 
with a copious flow of pus. I purchased about 15 bottles of 
‘Warner's Safe Cure,’ the contents of 13 only of which I 
have taken, Itbroughtaway about two ounces of stone; the 
pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water 
is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. 
Ihave long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men 
in South Wales, but they failed to treat the ease success- 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

Writing under date of APRIT, 27, 1886, this gentleman 
says: “ Itis now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heavy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ In my case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it. 


“Yours faithfully, 
: f 
. M ‘ta > 


“Station Master Navigation Station, Taff Vale Railway, 
Treharris, R.S.O. Glamorganshire, Wales.” 





Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond the shadow ofa doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of “ Warner’s Safe Cure” are permanent. This 
permanency of power over disease gives it the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
many thousands? For sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and at the stores, Price, 4s. 6d. If your chemist does not 
keep it, and will not order it, send your orders direct te 
H. H. WARNER & CO., 47, Farringdon Street, London, E.€, 
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“THE SPORTING FISH OF GREAT BRITAIN.” 
“ THE Sporting Fish of Great Britain,’ with Notes oa Ichthyology. 
By H. Cholmondeley-Pennell, late H.M. Inspector of Sea Fisheries. 
Illustrated by sixteen lithographs of fish in gold, silver, and colours. 
London: Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, and Rivington, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. Demy 8vo., 15s. 

Some reviewers of this work have blamed Mr. Pennell for not 
including in it all the “newest fashions” in ichthyology; for our 
part, we think Mr. Pennell has done wisely in not bewildering his 
readers by recapitulating the countless theories respecting fish life— 
especially as regards the Salmonidw which have been broached of 
late years. If anyone is anxious to see the present position of affairs 
as regards our knowledge of the life and habits of the migratory 
Salmonide we advise him to study Mr. Willis Bund’s “ Salmon 
Problems.”* Mr. Pennell has confined himself to what are pretty 
generally acknowledged facts respecting the life history of the 
salmon and his relatives, and we really know no general view of the 
subject which is at once so attractive in form and reliable in matter 
as these chapters on the salmon, bull-trout, sea-trout, common 
trout, and great lake trout. Mr. Pennell considers thai Salmo ferox 
and Salmo fario are distinct species, but we cannot find any evidence 
in his book which shakes our firm belief that they are one species. 
Doubtless, in the fulness of time we shall hear of some enterprising 
pisciculturist having taken a male and female ferox from their 
spawning bed, secured ova and milt, and successfully hatched out 
thousands of little /ferox, all with, as” compared with trout fry, 
abnormally large heads. Mr. Pennell says fervor spawn in Sep- 
tember, and common trout from October to the beginning of the next 
year. This is the only instance we remember where the spawning 
time of the /erox is mentioned, and we should be greatly obliged to 
Mr. Pennell if he would inform us in what waters this fish spawns 
in September ; also if he is quite certain in his own mind that 
S. ferox is anything but S. fario with characteristics modified by 
natural circumstances. 

Of the chapters on other British sporting fish, we will only say 
that they are most delightfully written ; and if we meet with a few 
old friends in the shape of anecdotes of pike, or carp, or perch, why 
so much the better—they are so daintily re-served as to appear like 
fresh dishes. We know no work which gives such exact descriptions 
of British sporting fish, combined with practical information re 
garding the various methods of catching them, and gossipy accounts 
of matters noteworthy respecting them, as this. The plates are on 
the whole admirable ; they were drawn and coloured from life, and 
if here and there one may take exception to the colouring, that is a 
point on which opinions will always differ ; but as regards the shape, 
we know no illustrations of fishes which are so true to nature- 








* London : Sampson Low, Marston, and Co, 


| bring his rod, and try his hand at a 


Anglers are indebted to Mr. Pennell for many works on their 
favourite subject ; indeed, we question whether any books are more 
generally known or read. His “Sporting Fish of Great Britain ” 
cannot fail to add to his reputation, for whether we regard it from a 
literary point of view or for the practical nature of its contents, it is 
equally satisfactory and valuable. 





PROPOSED STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN WINCHESTER 
CATHEDRAL. 


SUGGESTED SUBSCRIPTION BY ANGLERS. 


Mr. H. T. JENKINS, of the Portsmouth Waltonian Club, Southsea, 
writes the following letter to the Zvmes :— 


Izaak WALTON AND WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL. 
To the Editor of the “ Times.” 

Sir,—The Dean of Winchester, the Very Rey. Dr. Kitchin, has intimated 
that, should a vacant niche be left in the great screen in Winchester Cathedral 
it shall be occupied by a statue of the friend of the good Bishop Ken, and the 
Father of Anglers (who lies buried in Winchester Cathedral), Izaak Walton. 
I am sure such an occupation would give universal satisfaction to my brothers 
of the angle, and I should hope that it might be their privilege to contribute to 
the cost of the statue. Asa humble member of the fraternity I would willingly 
contribute my mite.—Your obedient servant, 


Sept. 23. H. T. JENKINS. 


We quite agree with Mr. Jenkins, and as soon as it is decided that 
a place will be reserved for it in the great screen in Winchester 
Cathedral we shall open an “ Izaak Walton Statue Subscription List,” 
and subscribe towards it, and have no doubt sufficient funds will 
soon be forthcoming. 

In connestion with this tardily proposed tribute to the great F.¢her 
of Angling, we give below a photographic reproduction of the in- 
scription on the simple tombstone in the floor of Prior Silksteed’s 
chapel, Winchester Cathedral, which for over two centuries has 
marked his resting-place. 
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The verses were evidently written by or for the great angler’s 
children, and are not particularly remarkable or different from the 
general run of graveyard poetry. On the tomb of Mrs. Walton, 
however, are lines which must surely have been penned by Izaak 
himself. “Here lyeth,” they run, slightly modernised, “as much 
as could die of Anne, the wife of Isaak Walton, who was a woman 
of remarkable Prudence and of the Primitive Piety : her great and 
general knowledge being adorned with such true humility, and 
blest with so much Christian meekness as made her worthy of a 
more memorable monument. She died (alas! that she is dead) 
the 17th of April, 1662, aged 52. Study to be like her.” Walton’s 
wife was buried in Our Lady’s chapel, in Worcester Cathedral. 


SS 


THE JOYS OF AN EVENING RISE. 
By WYKEHAMICUS. 


By the middle of September the days are rapidly shortening ; the 
light, which is bad for dry fly-fishing at 6.30 pm. makes it im- 
possible by 7, and there is an autumnal chilliness about the air 
which makes it an additional pleasure to get out of waders and into 
warm slippers, and this though the days may be as hot, and the 
-water as brilliantly fine and clear, asin July. | L ; 

A friend, whom I will call L., was spending part of his holiday time with 


: d dk ing he was a bit of a fisherman, I had asked him to 
ete eaeecgeeeniey, his. he Wiltshire, and, perhaps, a Hampshire 


rayling ; so, on the 14th of September, we had an early breakfast, caught the 
750 re and were on the Houghton Club water by 10. As we neared the 
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mill, I ran into S.,of the Field, who was on his way to fish some private 
water higher up the Test ; he predicted sport with the grayling, which were just 
coming on the rise. 

It was a blazing hot day, the water very clear, and the fish all over the place 
if youcame within five-and-twenty yards of them. ‘Precious little chance,” 
thought I ; “ but here goes,” and so I rigged up a fine cast with one of Holland’s 
exquisite duns, and commenced to look for a rising fish. We found two other 
rods on the water—an elderly metropolitan M.P. and his son, whose acquaintance 
subsequently we had no cause to regret, and, as I walked up the mill pond, I 
could just discern the rim of the Member's hat behind the herbage as he was 
perseveringly, but vainly, endeavouring to delude a roving ‘‘ member” more wily 
than himself. 

“1.” (short for “Lumber !”), who is rather of the dolce far niente style, de- 
termined to stick to the Sheep Bridge for the morning, at any rate, as it afforded, 
he said, a comfortable seat, from which he might contemplate the rising fish, 
and fish up or down, wet or dry, as he pleased. 

I wandered on to the Sheep Bridge hut, and saw one or two fish put up at the 
top end of the shallow ; but only succeeded in getting one, Ib. 6oz., and couldn't 
get another to look at my fly. There was nothing doing by North Head ; and 
though I saw an old friend rising above the Boot Island, he declined to taste and 
see, &c. All through that sultry day, with the exception of half an hour for 
lunch and forty winks afterwards, we fished, or rather looked for arise to chuck 
at; but the water on which the Ancient Mariner was becalmed must have been 
a fool to the unruffled mirror of the Test that afternoon, and no nose or fin 
broke the stillness of its polished surface. 

We had decided to leave by the 6.30 train, as it was most important that I 
should get home that night, and, unless we drove four miles, there was not 
another train available. However, as we had done so little in the day, we deter- 
mined to wait for the evening rise and drive the four miles. From this decision 
dated the “cussed” luck—I can call it nothing else—which dogged our steps 
for the next 18 hours. 

As I was having a cast over the mill poolabout five o’clock, the M.P., whom I 
will call “M.,” appeared with his son, quite exhausted with the heat and tired 
of fishing, and suggested a drink, which proposition was carried nem. con. We 
all adjourned to the mill ; and never did a whisky and soda go more swimmingly 
down a dry swallow than that one down mine. By-and-by, “ L.” turned up, 
melting, languid, and fishless, and was refreshed likewise. He had toiled all day, 
and had caught nothing but a thirst. One miserable fish to four miserable 
rods! Behold our bag ! 

Having despatched a small boy to the inn at Horsebridge to order a trap for 
the 8.30, we made tracks up stream, to see what the evening rise might bring 
forth. M. was flailing away merrily below Sheep Bridge with M. junior. L. 
was dreaming through his eyeglass at the fish above, and I had just spotted a 
grand fish on the feed, by the poplars beyond the hut, when my messenger ran 
up to say that the trap had gone to fetch some gentlemen back from shooting, 
and whether we could have it afterwards or not was doubtful. No time was 
to be lost if we were to return to Slumberbury that night ; so, casting a look of 
disappointment at the eddying circles under the opposite bank, and witha 
pious ejaculation at our ill-luck, I soon disposed of reel, cast, &c., in their respec- 
tive places in less time than it takes me to write it. And here I may remark 
what a Godsend those lock-fast joints of Hardy’s are : keep them soaped, and 
they will never stick ; and there is no trouble in untying them, as in the old- 
fashioned rods, nor can the line catch in any little wire loops. 

Everything being snug, away I bundled as fast as my waders would allow me, 
passing my sleepy friend, still painfully toiling above Sheep Bridge ; shouted to 
him to pack up, and hurry to the mill, or we should lose the train. He replied 
—though this was nihil ad rem—that he had one trout ; whether it was sizeable or 
not he didn’t know, and so had kept it. (It was the required length we ascer- 
tained later.) Poor victim! an ill-conditioned wet fly had somehow got 
entangled in its mouth as my friend was aimlessly dragging his line up stream. 

On reaching the mill I was informed the trap had just gone by, so I hustled 
the boy off again to say they must send it down at once. At ten minutes to 
eight came a “ flat and decided negative” ; the horse was too tired to go out 
again that night, and we couldn’t have it. There was only one more chance: if 
a friendly farmer could be found to lend us a horse and trap—for a considera- 
tion—and be sharp about it, then we might just catch the 8.30. No such luck, 
however ; word was brought that the farmer was willing but his son not, and 
while they were discussing the train was moving. This plan having failed, our 
dernier ressort was to get a vehicle, and drive seven miles to another station 
and catch a midnight train which would get us home just afterlam. It was 
now past telegraph-time in that one-horse, out-of-the-way place, so our respec- 
tive spouses were doomed to wait and wonder, while we were dinnerless, and 
had enjoyed the pleasure of seeing M., senior and junior, and S., whom I have 
mentioned before (a good-hearted fellow, who takes a broad view of life, and 
does not aggravate his friends’ miseries by philosophising when he is able to do 
so in comfort), absorbing beef and champagne, while we were in momentary 
expectation of cart wheels, and dared not sit down and feed. 

A village two miles off was next requisitioned ; no go here, either. Horses 
out at work all day, &c. Then M. sent his card to a farmer he knew close by. 
Farmer very sorry, and all that sort of thing; but horses very tired, or he 
would with pleasure. It was the old story ; the stars in their courses were 
fighting against us. Finally, the Winchester carrier was appealed to; but 
he was more deaf to our woes than the proverbial serpent, and 
explained that the next day was market day, and he couldn’t spare 
his horse. So there was no help for it; stay we must for want of means 
to leave, and we decided to put up, much against our will, at the Station 
Inn. But, miserabile dictu ! we were fated not to have the luxury of a bed that 
night. Would you believe it ?—three gentlemen were staying at the inn, and 
occupied all the available sleeping room! Then, for the first time in this 
strange, eventful history, M. smiled, 8S. laughed out aloud, and L. yawned 
drearily. We were welcome to the sitting-room for the night, and this we accepted 
with thanks. Then, having ordered the pony-trap to be at the mill in time 
to catch the 7.40 train at D, the next morning, we sat down to arubber, with the 
exception of L., who said he didn’t know how, and smoked himself to sleep ins 
the corner. At eleven the rest of the party toddled off to bed. L. and I were 
left in possession of the room. I tumbled into a low Downton chair, he into a 
fold-up cane ditto, and tried to sleep. The mill was grinding all night, and the 
walls and floor in a state of continuous vibration. Neither of us were blessed 
with that happy torpor which is the result of a square meal, and, consequently, 
sleep came not. It requires a comfortable bed to neutralise the jarring effect of 
a rotating millstone sufficiently to ensure sleep ; and when, in addition to the 
want of this, you are possessed of a friend who asks you every ten minutes if 
you are awake, is constantly creaking about on his chair, striking matches, 
knocking lamps over, and making various other unnecessary sounds, you may 
Imagine what a lamentable position I was in. 

At last a quarter of an hour's veritable snoring inspired me with hope that L. 
was happy in the land of Nod, andI crept out of the room to fill an aching 


yoid with a pint of milk in the kitchen ; but on my return was greeted with the 
news that he had not slept a wink, and had heard every hour strike. It was 
now 3 o'clock, so I curled up again, begged him to be quiet, and shortly after- 
wards became oblivious to everything, even to the crawling things on the floor, 
and the damp, musty odour that came up through the carpet ; and when at last 
Mary came, at a quarter toseven—the wretch !—instead of a quarter past six, to 
call us for breakfast, I was sufficiently refreshed to talk to her calmly and 
quietly, and remind her that we were to start at ten minutes to seven, and that 
five minutes was not time enough to get into waders and breakfast in comfort. 
She managed to put some hot tea and eggs on the table, and L., who, if he 
can’t sleep under difficulties (he vowed he hadn’t closed his eyes all night), 
can swallow, managed to make four eggs anda good plate of bread and butter 
disappear before we jumped into the one-hoss shay, and felt that at last our 
troubles were ended. But he is a rash man who dares to anticipate! We 
reached the station one minute before the appointed time, and as I rushed for 
the tickets I was greeted by an oily-visaged porter with the remark, ‘ Next 
train, Sir, 9.21 ; 7.40 only runs market days, Sir.” You may imagine—words 
certainly cannot describe—our feelings. But we were helpless, and had to wait ; 
and, to make it worse, L. was due to shoot that day at 9.30, whilst our train 
couldn’t arrive till ten ; so we invoked the telegraph, rearranged the shoot an 
hour later, and the train having at last arrived, we reached our destination after 
fifteen hours of suspense and misery, not much inclined to wait for another 
Evening Rise—in 1886, at all events. 





THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 
By EDGAR 8S. SHRUBSOLE. 
(Continued from page 175.) 


IN the early part of the season the lover of the more scientific 
department of angling—viz., fly-fishing, can obtain good sport 
amongst the numerous shoals of dace which congregate between the 
Bridge and Hutson’s boathouse at Maidstone. (We may here remark 
that in the descriptions which are to follow we shall make use of the 
local designations of various places, but these being so well known 
along the river, anglers from a distance will find no difficulty in following our 
directions.) The best flies at the spot indicated above are the Richmond Fancy, 
red or black ; a Black Gnat tipped with a gentle i3 also very killing, and we 
have taken several good catches on this ground with the Red Spinner and 
Governor. A boat is necessary, the flies must be small, and we would especially 
advise the angler to fish fine in this immediate locality. It is no uncommon 
thing to take two or three dozen good dace here in the early morning. 
Later on in the day the passing boats, &c., disturb the fish, but it is marvellous 
how soon they will again rise behind the receding craft. , 

A little further on, at Wakefield’s Tallow Works, good bottom-fishing can be 
had for roach, and the best bait is a well-scoured gentle. A boat is necessary, 
which should be moored away from the wall; fish between it and the wall. 

At the mouth of the river Len (which joins the Medway at this point) some 
capital sport can be had among the perch, which frequent this spot in large 
numbers, providing that small live-bait be put into requisition, as, strange to 
say, the perch do not seem to care for worms here. 

In the hot summer weather large shoals of bream, up to 61b. and 7b. weight, 
assemble near the Bridge, but never seem to feed there. Large takes may be 
had higher up the river, and as we come to the spots we will enumerate them. 
One of these, however, is close by the place of which we have been speaking, 
and is under what is known as Cutbush’s wall, near the site of the late College 
Lock. 

When this ground is well baited for a day or two beforehand, good sport 
can be had, and is almost certain. It was here that at an opening day com- 
petition of a local society—the contest being for members only—we remember 
taking, in conjunction with a friend who was in the same boat, several very 
decent roach and bream ; while the catches of our brother members fishing 
elsewhere were almost nl. We would recommend a lobworm or boiled wheat 
as baits here. 

The next place of any importance is at the crane opposite to the bathing- 
house of the Maidstone Church Institute Swimming Club, and this is an excel- 
lent swim for roach and bream, but is rather difficult to fish, owing to the very 
incenvenient formation of the bank. All the wayup the river we would advise the 
angler to be cautious in striking his fish, as frequently a carp comes along, and 
unless he be very careful tke inevitable result is a ‘ smash.” 

Several tolerably good swims are situate between this place and the next, 
which we shall specially mention ; but the angler will easily find these out for 
himself by reason of the trodden banks and the broken twigs which have served 
for rod rests and been discarded. 

Next we come to what is popularly known as ‘‘ The Bream Hole,” and this is 
at the back of the Rope Walk and opposite Mr. Sill’s stone wharf. In the early 
morn and dewy eve this is a certain find for bream. Although this hole can be 
comfortably fished from the bank, it is preferable to have a boat and fish near 
the wharf, as the swim is not so much frequented there. We would also advise 
the angler to leger here, although the ordinary float-fishing is likewise effective. 
For our own part, however, the leger has operated with most success, The 
best baits here are lobworms, brandlings, and boiled wheat. We have known” 
several local anglers to take 201b. or 30lb. of bream here in the early morning, 
the fish running up to 4lb. in weight. 

Having thus far had, to use turf phraseology, a kind of “ preliminary 
canter,” we will proceed to deliver a round, unvarnished tale of a morning’s 
chub-fishing on the river which is the theme of our praise. 

Our journey in pursuit of the chub will start immediately above the swim 
just mentioned, and, par parentheuse, we may here observe that the chub of 
these modern days does not carry out the idea of the chub anent which the im- 
mortal “Ike” (pardon of his shade we beg) discoursed in days of old. Call it 
flat heresy if you will ; but the ancient notion of what the chub is has, in our 
opinion, long ago exploded. The chub is not a “ logger-headed fish” ; it is a fish 
with a keen sense of danger, and yet a love of adventurous biting. You don’t 
catch a chub any more inclined to somnolence than the proverbial weasel. 
Moreover, the chub is an exceedingly pretty fish ; if not one of the “dudes” of 
the finny tribe, he has pretensions to symmetry and delicacy of colour to which 
many of his brethren cannot aspire. He has plenty of pluck, too, and it is not 
the verdant angler who can assure a good day’s chub-fishing. 

We should like to put in just here an appeal on behalf of scientific angling. 
The species of fish in the Medway which take the artificial fly are not too 
numerous, and therefore we should be happy to see them left for the amuse- 
ment of the fly-fishers. A more general cultivation of the higher branch 
of angling would probably follow. Fly-fishing would have many more devotees 
if the delicate manipulation of the winged bait were better studied, for then 
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the spicy excitement of watchful fishing would receive an additional element. 

The ground over which we are about to take our readers is by no means the 
best on the Medway ; but it will serve as an introduction to other grounds, and 
stand as an illustration of what may be done on this river. Let us only add 
that what follows is fact. 

It is a typical Kentish autumn morning, and while sluggards are still dream- 
ing we are out in the fresh, early air, and have reached the little hamlet of 
Tovil. Tovil isa place known to the paper-maker, and, indeed, may be reckoned 
a suburb of Maidstone. It has a station on the Paddock Wood branch of the 
South-Eastern Railway, and thus is easy of access either by rail or river. At 
Tovil we hire a boat, in which is stored our fishing apparatus, consisting of a 
10ft. not-too-whippy fly rod, a moderately fine taper cast, and a supply of what 
is locally known as the ‘‘ Min” chub fly. 

We have a sturdy boatman, who is also a no less reliable coxswain. The 
water is as smooth as an unruffled Cumberland lake, and the sun is just peeping 
out as though in doubt whether he shall that day “make it het” for the human 
race in general. . 

Disturbing hordes of small flies as we glide along, we pass Brooks’s Wharf on 
the left, and approach the bathing-place of the “ Medway Water Rats,” which 
is at this time happily deserted. 

We now give our boatman whispered instructions to “steady,” as we are 
nearing the chub ground. The presence of two fraternal anglers on the bank 
indicates there is “something ahead,” and we accordingly prepare to place part 
of that “ something ” in our creel. 


(To be continued.) 








PRESCRIPTIONS FOR TROUT FISHERMEN DURING THE 
DULL WINTER MONTHS. 


“WINE THAT MAKETH GLAD THE HEART OF MAN.” 


What's better for man than good sherry 
When dull and he wants to feel merry, 

A glass of the purest Manzilla, 

Or two of some choice old Montilla ? 
When grieved, if you must “ wet your eye,” 
Let it be with. a wine which is “ dry.” 

If fagged with your work up in town, 
Take the oldest and fullest of “brown.” 
With soup (if you wish to keep hale) 

It should always be light, dry, and pale. 


’ When old, and you find your breath short, Sir, 
There is nothing like ’34 port, Sir. 
There’s Sandeman’s, Woodhouse’s, Dow’s— 
Oh ! it beats all the milk from the cows 
To make an old fellow grow mellow and dance 
The Aylesbury Dairy Co. hasn't a chance ! 
And Cockburn, and Offley, and Croft 
Are all of them “fruity” and “ soft.” 
So in age if you wouldn’t grow rusty, 
Drink port that is thoroughly “crusty.” 


Would you chatter away like a parrot, 

Drink freely the finest of claret, 

“ Lafitte,” or old ‘‘ Chateau Margaux,” 

“ Latour,” too, will soon make you crow ; 

Saints “ Julien,” “ Emilion,” and others 

Will help to relieve you of bothers. 

‘‘La Rose,” and “ Montrose,” and the rest of ’em 
Are almost as good as the best of ’em. 

But for “rot gut,” I’m ready to swear, 

There’s nothing beats “ Vin Ordinaire.” 


“Sauterne ” will defy even Fate, 
If you drink “ Yquem Créme de la Téte.” 


If seedy and feeling quite out of it, 

Then drink, but don’t make quite a bout of it ; 
For troubles you won’t care a hang, 

With your bottle of good Chambertin. 


To deny ’twould be trouble in vain, 

The merits of sparkling champagne. 

“Mumm,” “ Piper,” and “ Wachter,” and “ Moet ” 
Will make you “as drunk as old Chloe!” 


Dyspeptics, please just have a care-a, 

If you're fond of such wines as Madeira ; 

Though others may sing with a “ tra-la |” 

You will groan if you take to Marsala. 

Now hock, if you will be a sinner, 

Is wine for a king when at dinner. 

Don’t come for to go for to “bilk ” 

The dearest of ‘‘ Liebefrau-milk.”’ 

But Johannisberg’s certainly better, 

Ach Gott! is it not ?—Donnerwetter ! 

Whilst Steinberg and Rudesheim truly 

Your palate will tickle unduly. 

Next morning a soda and brandy 

To cure a bad headache is handy ; 

And whoe’er saw a sailor look glum 

If he got a good “skinful” of rum? 

Sea-lions would tip you a fin 

If you gave them a mouthful of gin ; 

But to make a man honestly frisky, 

All the rest are as water,—to WHISKY. NOP Wil Abe 
SS 


MESSRS. KEWELL AND SONS. 


IN answer to several inquiries from subscribers, we regret to say 
that the only answer we can get to our letters and applications to the 
above firm is that they have “gone away and left no address.” Of 
course, we have withdrawn their advertisement from our columns. 
Having known Mr. C. Kewell for over twenty years, we are at a loss 
to explain these proceedings. It is reported in the neighbourhood 
that they have sold their stock and retired to America, The only 
souvenir they haye left us is a dishonoured bill, 





NOTES. 


WE musi apologise to Major Traherne for two errors of the printer in his 

“Note” last week. “Grains” should, of course, have been “prawns” ; and 

‘W. Hayse” should have been “ W. Haynes.” Fortunately, no one acquainted 

with salmon-fishing at all could fail to detect the mistakes (which arose from 

our not seeing a proof), especially as the Major referred to “‘Greenheart’s” query 

about prawns, and gave the address of Haynes. 
* * * * 

Mr. M. Burnett, of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, has had splendid sport this season 
on his salmon river in Iceland. He killed five hundred and ninety-nine salmon, 
varying in weight from 5lb. to 17lb. One day’s trout-fishing resulted in a 
basket of sixty fish, weighing over 1301b. Mr. Burnett must be satiated with 
sport. 

: % % & ® % 

“An Ooty correspondent writes on Aug. 30:—Mr. N. Sherwood Symons, 
well known in Bombay, has been on a holiday visiting the Nilgiries. He went 
down to the Bawanie, about twelve or fifteen miles up the river from Metta- 
polliam, to fish, and had the good luck to land a Mahseer weighing 691b. He 
had to play the monster for full five or six hours before he killed him. This 
fish is the largest ever landed in these parts, and it required a déxterous know- 
ledge of his rod not to snap it or to break the line when playing the creature 
for so long a time.”"—Homeward Mail. 

* % * * * 

“TT. H. C.” writes: “Iam not ambitious of ‘taking the cake’ in your true 
fish stories, but am quite content to take a ‘back seat’ among your contributors, 
and as these experiences give some amusement, I subjoin another. I was once 
fishing at Hyam Park, near Malmesbury, in water belonging to the Harl of 
Suffolk, when I caught a jack of about 5lb., and while disgorging the hook I 
espied a black tail in his throat, and on pulling it out I found it belonged to a 
full-sized water-rat, freshly swallowed. On arriving home I directed the cook 
to preserve for my inspection anything she found in the stomach of the fish, 
and the result was three more full-sized water-rats, all fresh. The fish had 
evidently dined off rats—having eaten four—and taken my bait for dessert.” 

% as ae = * 

We are glad to see that an angling association has been started at Aldershot. 
The main aim and object of the society is to discourage and put down illegal 
fishing, taking undersized fish, and poaching, &c., to encourage the preserving of 
the river and waters, and, when practicable, to stock with trout. It is confi- 
dently anticipated that this will be a very strong and useful society. 

* * * * * 


Last Saturday, while fishing for sea-trout in the tidal water of the Ythan, at 
Newburgh, Aberdeenshire, R. 8. Clouston, Esq., artist, hooked and killed a nice 
fish of 6lb. weight with Brown’s Phantom Minnow. This is the first time a 
salmon has been caught in the tidal water there for the last fifty years, and the 
occurrence is so uncommon anywhere as to be worth recording. 

a ue as a 


We never remember to have seen so few wasps about as this year, and are 
not surprised to hear from Mr. Bradly, of 62, Jacob-street, Bradford, Yorks, 
that he has never known it so difficult to get nests, and it will only just pay 
him if he sells what comb he has got at four shillings the pound. Mr. B. has 
some very excellent plan for preserving his grubs. We kept some splendid 
comb he sent us for many months, 

f % % Oo ae 

An Italian savant has, according to the Gazztta del Popolo, discovered a new 
and simple method of catching fish. The bait is a musical one. ‘As we all 
know, the sense of hearing is extraordinarily developed in fish. It appears that 
while the slightest noise scatters them in all directions, a musical note—espe- 
cially that produced by the human voice—attracts them; on hearing it they 
stop suddenly in their course. Signor Saretti, discovering this fact, embarked 
one morning on the Lake of Geneva with a party of friends. He possesses a 
very fine deep bass voice, and striking up a national song he proved to his 
astounded companions the truth of his assertions. They were able, by means 
of an aquascope, to perceive the eagerness with which the piscine population 
gathered around the little boat. Casting over the nets they had brought, they 
instantly made such a catch as has rarely, if ever, been known on the lake, 
and they may be said indeed to have made another ‘miraculous draught of 
fishes.’ ” 

* * * bs * 

Reports from the Tay tell of some capital angling enjoyed by Sir John E. 
Millais, R.A. In three days’ fishing he killed eleven salmon, weighing from 
12)b. to 23lb. each, and fifteen grilse. Major Traherne and his friends, as we 
mentioned last week, also had splendid sport, killing in a few days forty-five 
salmon and grilse, weighing altogether nearly 700lb. This sort of thing makes 
makes one discontented with roach-fishing. . 

* * * a 

A very important fishery case was decided at the Bingham Petty Sessions on 
September 23. George Baxter and Henry Wathey were charged with having 
“attempted to take and destroy certain fish—viz., barbel, bream, roach, dace, 
and eels—in the Trent, at Holme Pierrepont, on the 10th of July, such water 
not then and there running through or being in any land adjoining or belonging 
to the dwelling-house of any person being the owner of such water, or having 
a right of fishing therein, and in which water Earl Manvers had a private right 
of fishing.” 


. 
* * * * 


Without going into details as to how the men were fishing, were caught, and 
so on, we will shortly indicate the important points in the case. Nottingham 
is a corporate town, and its burgesses claim a right of fishing in certain portions 
of the Trent by virtue of charters granted to the Borough of Nottingham. 
Mr. Asquith, M.P., who appeared for the defendants, said charters began with 
one from Henry II. and went on with the proclamations of Richard II. and 
subsequent monarchs, in some cases conferring and in others extending the 
charter. There were a number of references tending to show the authority of 
‘the burgesses to take tolls on the river past the locus in quo, and he drew the 
attention of the magistrates to the fact that King Henry claimed the ownership 
of the Trent, as evidence of the interest in the soil and fisheries vested in the 
persons to whom these rights were conferred. Witnesses were then called, who 
gave evidence that the right of fishing had been used up to within a compara- 
tively recent date, and that the exclusion of the burgesses from that right was 
a matter of recent date. 

as ee J * Po at 

When persons summoned for illegal fishing can show that they have a bond- 
Jide claim of right to fish in the waters in respect of which they are charged—in 
other words, that there is a dispute involving questions of law that should be 
decided by a Supreme Court—the jurisdiction of the magistrates is at once 
ousted, and they should dismiss the charge. Unfortunately, it lies with the 
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magistrates to say whether or not a bond-fide claim of right is made out, and 
they frequently take advantage of this power to adjudicate upon what, in our 
opinion, are matters concerning which they have no jurisdiction, and which they 
certainly have not the necessary legal knowledge to deal with. These remarks 
only lead us to the end of the Nottingham case. Almost anyone would say that 
there was clearly a bond-jide claim on the part of the defendants to fish in the 
Trent as burgesses of Nottingham ; but the magistrates decided that no such 
bond-fide claim was made out, fined each of the men 10s. 6d., and, worse than 
all, refused to grant a case for a higher Court. 
ea ay a8 a a 

The time will soon arrive when it will be absolutely necessary to form a 
powerful anglers’ protection association to fight such cases as these all over the 
kingdom, and to promote useful legislation on the subject. With the admirable 
organisations of angling clubs which exist all over the country, there should 
be no difficulty in forming such a society. 

a * * * * 

While strolling through the Indian and Colonial Exhibition the other day 
we noticed in the Canadian Department an exhibit of “The Novelty Rug 
Machine.’ This little affair costs only the small sum of four shillings. Anyone 
can learn its use in half an hour or less, and then can ‘make rugs, tidies, door- 
mats, mittens, hoods, &c., with ease and rapidity.” Anglers are often told by 
their better halves—at least, sorae of them are—that they think “far too much 
about fishing.” We advise them to examine this little machine the next time 
they are at the Exhibition, or, on behalf of their fair friends, write to Mr. R. 
W. Ross, Canadian Court, Colonial Exhibition, 8.W., for a prospectus. ‘‘ How 
delightful !” is the verdict of ladies who see it at work ; and if they are satisfied 
we may be thankful. 











1S THE FEROX A DISTINCT SPECIES ? 


MR. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNEULL very kindly lent us a photograph to 
illustrate his letter which appeared on the 15th ult. Unfortunately, 
the engraving was not done in time, so we give it this weel, and re- 
print the letter. At present we have seen no evidence which proves 
to us that the fish are distinct species. 


THE GREAT LAKE TROUT CONTROVERSY. 


S1r,—Allow me, as a trifling contribution to the very interesting discussion on 
this subject which has lately appeared in your columns, to send you photographs of 
a Salmo ferox (Great Lake Trout) and a Salmo fario (Common Brown Trout), which 
were lately taken on the same day and in the same loch—Loch Cama, in Sutherland. 

The feroz weighed 5lb. and the fario 4lb., and a glance at the fac-similes will 
show how completely dissimilar are the two fish. The fvrow has a long head, and 
is in appearance almost pike-like ; the fario, with but a small difference in weight, 
has the ordinary short symmetrical head, and is in every respect like any other 
common river or loch trout. 





Two Locu Trovt. 


The measurements of the heads of the two fish a3 compared with their bodies 
were :—Head of ferow, very nearly 6}in. Head of /wrio, a trifle over 4Sin, Total 
jength of ferow to extremity of tail-fin, 23}in. Total length of fwrio to same point, 
203in. 

I am indebted for these photographs to the courtesy of Mr, John Leigh, of West- 
leigh, Preston, who took them at my request. 

The ferox was caught trolling by Dr. Lockwood, and the furio, also trolling, by 
Mr, Campbell, of Sunderland.—I am, &c., H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 


Judging from the appearance of the fish, we should say that one 
isa male in good condition, and tho other a female in good condition, 
and that the male is at least twice as old as the female, and both are, 
in our opinion, common trout. 





ON THE RIVER THAMES, 1886. 

By W. Fry. 

‘Youth will be sery'd,” ’tis often said, 

If to good training it be wed. 

BrEacu, well preserved at thirty-five, 

In vain the Younger Yankees strive | 

Blacksmith by trade, with proof of iron will, 

A Briton born, in heart a Briton still ! 

"Tis stuff like this the Mother loves to see— 

“ Advance Australia!” in thy Loyalty. 


« 
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“ NORTH-COUNTRY FLIES.” 


“ NORTH-COUNTRY FLIES,” by T. E. Pritt, Angling Editor of the 
Yorkshire Post, and hon. sec. of the Yorkshire Anglers’ Associa- 
tion. Comprising illustrations in colours painted by hand of about 
sixty flies, from the author’s own drawings, with particulars of the 
dressings and season of each fly, and chapters on fishing the minnow, 
the Creeper, the Stone Fly, and the worm in clear water, with an 
extra plate showing the hooks necessary therefor: Second edition. 
London: Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, and Rivington, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. Demy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d. 

Although this is a “second edition,” it is practically a new book, as the first 
edition was sold to subscribers, and was not published in the usual manner. 
The coloured plates have been corrected, and will, we think, be found more 
carefully done than in the first edition. Mr. Pritt has done for North-country 
anglers what Mr. Halford has for those of the South, and Messrs. W. H. Foster, 
in the new edition of their ‘‘ Scientific Angler,’ for the Midlands, and the fly- 
fisher who wishes to be able to hold his own in any part of the country cannot 
do better than make a careful study of all three works. 

It is pretty generally acknowledged by Yorkshire anglers that Mr. Pritt’s list 
includes all their standard patterns, and from personal experience we can testify 
to the killing pewers of many of them in the South and West, as well as in the 
North ; indeed, with some of these patterns we have had capital sport on streams 
which of late years have become known as dry fly streams. We say of late 
years because it is quite certain the crack fly-fishers of the last generation did 
not use the dry fly. For instance, Hofland, who fished the Houghton Club 
water soon after the formation of the club, recommends the beginner to use 
only one fly, and as he gets experience to increase the number to two or three. 
Hofland says: ‘In that part of the Test where I have cast a line a fish was not 
allowed to be taken under a pound weight, and the last time I visited this 
beautiful stream I killed twenty-one fish, weighing twenty-four pounds ; but 
fish are frequently taken from three to five pounds’ weight.” Hofland was cer- 
tainly a very good fly-fisher, and his ‘‘ Fancy” is stilla standard fly. One often 
hears anglers of the present day talk about the unsophisticated trout and clumsy 
tackle of forty or fifty years ago ; but we have seen fies made nearly half a 
century ago quite as small and well tied as the most delicate treble 0 in use at 
the present day. fn the North the best anglers use the same patterns of flies 
and casts as were used by their fathers. Of course, new patterns are brought 
out ; but the majority of the standard favourites were invented by a departed 
generation. 

All dry fly-fishermen should kuow the best North-country patterns. The days 
when the trout and grayling will not take a dry fly appear to increase in number 
every season. The fish seem to dread anything which floats, and often when 
there is a good rise of fly on they prefer to feed on the larva. Now, many of 
the patterns described by Mr. Pritt are made to imitate the drowned natural fly, 
or the fly in an imperfect state rising to the surface. On this point Mr. Pritt 
bas the following interesting remarks, after giving the reasons why hackled flies 
are preferred to winged ones in the North: ‘‘ Again, there can be no doubt that 
a large number of the winged transformations of the pup never reach the sur- 
face of the water ; either they are imperfectly hatched, and are seized as they 
are borne down the stream, or they are pounced upon by eager trout in their 
ascent from the bottom of the river to the air.” 

Let, then, those anglers who are not too deeply wedded to the use of a fly on 
the surface of the water try the effect of fishing one just under it when the dry 
fly is refused. We do not refer to the “chuck and chance it” three-fly style, 
nor do we suggest that you should sink a fly which is made to float. Put ona 
soft hackled fly and fish it as you do the dry fly, only lect it sink a little as it 
comes over the rising fish ; in fact, have some of your leading patterns dressed 
as hackled flies, or get a selection of the best North-country flies, such as the 
Wauter-hen Bloa (wings, hackled feather from the inside of a water-hen’s wing— 
put on at shoulder only ; body, yellow silk, dubbed with the fur of the water 
rat). This fly represents the ordinary winged Blue Dun of commerce, and, 
fished as we have suggested, will often kill when the stiff-winged imitation is 
useless. The least movement of the hackles of this fly when under water 
appears to invest it with life; it is like an insect struggling for liberty, Other 
North-country flies which should find a place in every fly-book are the Dark 
Snipe, Little Dark Watchet, Dark Spanish Needle, Olive Bloa, Yellow legged 
Bloa, Orange Partridge (a grand little fly), Dotterel, Stone Midge, Blue Part- 
ridge, and the Cinnamon, 

Mr. Pritt’s chapters on bustard and minnow-fishing, on Creeper aad Stone 
I'ly fishing, and on up-stream worm-fishing in clear water, are very practical and 
useful ; in fact, the book is one of the most valuable and interesting contribu- 
tions to the literature of fly-fishing, and the other branches of trout-fishing, that 
has ever been written. In the final chapter of general observations Mr. Pritt 
says that ‘the Driffield fish are not to be caught by a novice ; the angler must 
have served an apprenticeship to dry fly-fishing. . .” We were under the 
impression that dry fly-fishing was the exception, and not the rule, on the Drif- 
field Club water. 





THE KENT, BELA, WINSTER, LEVEN, AND DUDDON FISHERY 
DISTRICT. 

THE Conservators of the above district, which includes the Lakes Windermere 
Rydal, and Grasmere, held their quarterly meeting at Lake Side Hotel, at the 
foot of Windermere Lake, on the afternoon of Wednesday last, when, in the 
unavoidable absence of Lieut.-Col. Sandys, M.P., Mr. John Fell, of Dane Ghyll, 
Ulverston, was elected to the chair. Mr. A. D. Berrington, Inspector of 
Fisheries, was in attendance. 

Mr. Hart-Jackson read a report of analysis of samples of water from the 
Kent, made by Mr. F. B. Last, F.C.S., which stated that No. 1 contained 134 
grains per gallon of total solid matter. Of this 75 grains was matter in solu- 
tion, chiefly chloride of lime; the suspended matter was chiefly dirty refuse 
from jute washing, and highly injurious to fish life. Sample No. 2 “did not 
differ materially from that found in ordinary river beds ;” while the third 
pl resembled No. 1, and was ‘undoubtedly polluted,” and injurious to fish 
ife. 

A suggestion as to breeding and rearing trout by artificial means was con- 
sidered too expensive a scheme for the Board to undertake; but it 
was decideed to publish the particulars, and see how the public would 
entertain the subject. The clerk reported that salmon had increased consider- 
ably in Lake Windermere during the present season, and in the Leven, flowing 
from the lake, several had been recently caught with the rod, of 20lb. and up- 
wards. Just at the conclusion of the meeting, it was stated that Bevins, 
water-bailiff on the Leven, had hooked and was playing a good fish near the 
bridge at the foot of the lake. 
171b. 


This he landed, and the weight was said to be - 
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HOOKS, AND HOW THEY ARE MADE. 


TO commemorate the visit of the British Association to their Works, 
Messrs. Allcock and Oo. prepared an account of their fishing-rod and 
tackle manufactory at Redditch, with samples of hooks in process of 
manufacture. We give an illustration of the hooks and the follow- 
ing description of their manufacture :— 


The wire used in hook-making is chiefly English cast steel, varying, of course, 
in gauge, according to the requirements of the hook to be made. 

The various stages are as follows :— 

First.—The operator takes a number of wires, and the correct length being 
arrived at, he quickly and sharply cuts them into lengths with a large pair of 
shears. 

SrconD, Bearpinc.—A number of the wires thus prepared are arranged on 
a plane surface, with their right-hand ends against an upright. A knife, ground 
hollow, is now drawn against them, and the beard or barb is thus formed, which, 
by a slight turn of the knife, is turned open, great care having to be exercised in 
avoiding cutting too deep or opening too wide, or the bark breaks when used. 

Turd, Fruinc.—The points are now carefully filed by menand boys. Using 
a pair of tongs, made specially to hold the wire, and rapidly turning the same, 
they put a point on it instantly, forming either what are termed Hollow, Kirby, 
or Dublin points. All best hooks are filed in this way by hand, thus giving to 
the point three or four knife-like cutting edges, enabling it to penetrate much 
more quickly than the less expensive needle-pointed hook. 

Fourth, Benp1nc.—It is now necessary to give the hook its form, and for 
this purpose the boy or girl operative holds a mould mounted on a wooden handle, 
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fashioned like the pothook of our copybooks. With one deft movement the 
beard is hooked round the shorter end, and a quick turn brings the shank straight 
with the shank of the mould. f 

Firtu.—The hook is now taken, and by the aid of an ingenious machine, or 
hammer, the end of the shank is either ringed, flatted, or marked. If intended 
for salmon or trout flies it is filed to a delicate point. 

Process Srx is most important, and it consists of the hardening of the 
hitherto soft stecl hook. This is carried on in a specially-constructed building, 
and consists in placing the hooks in a white-heated furnace, watched by an 
experienced workman, who withdraws them on seeing them attain a certain 
appearance, and plunges them in a vat of oil ; this converts the temper of the 
hitherto soft hook into a highly-brittle condition. Mere description will not 
suffice to do justice to this stage of hook manufacture. The heat required for 
each style and size of hook varies, and there is all the difference between a hook 
too hard or too soft. In the former case, immediately it is struck against the 
hard jaw of a fish it flies, either going at the bend or at the point. Nothing is 
more irritating to the trout-fisherman than to find the fish pricked and gone, 
and the point also minus, and this not discovered possibly till he has hit, and, 
as he thinks, by some fault of his aim missed the rising fish. The best hooks 
are those which are tested, and found of perfect temper, and they are, of course, 
of the best price. Those which, by some mistake or accident, or unavoidable 
chance, are not deeméd A1, are sold at a considerably less price. 

SEVENTH, TEMPERING.—The hooks are then taken from the oil, mixed with 
heated emery sand, and placed in an iron pan over a charcoal fire, both emery 
and hooks being kept in constant motion. Ever and anon a hook is picked out 
and tested, and as soon as one lot is deemed sufficiently tempered, it is passed 
on one side and another takes its place. Of course, the experience of the 
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operator dictates the finish of each parcel, and the man is always selected from 
those of the highest capabilities. 

Eientu, Scourrnc.—For this purpose the hooks are placed, with water, in 
oblong barrels, which are kept in motion by steam power from one to two days, 
thus removing all scale, and leaving the hooks ready for the ninth process of 
polishing. 

Niyti.—Polishing is performed in two ways. The hooks are placed in an 
oblong bag, with fine emery powder, are rapidly shaken, end to end, until they 
become quite bright. The other way is to place them in barrels, moving more 
or less rapidly round on their bases, inclined at an angle of 45 deg. from the 
perpendicular. It is found that this inclination has a greater and more certain 
ree towards the end in view than an upright or horizontal position would 

ave. 

TrNTH.—Consists in the application of various methods for protecting the 
hooks from the corrosive action of the water. Japanning—that is, giving the 
hooks several coats of a specially-prepared black japan ; tinning—or coating 
Nie with tin ; rust proofing, browning, bluing, and colouring them for worm- 

shing. 

ELuveNTH.—Is that of counting and papering, and packing in hundreds and 
thousands, which is done by girls, who take up the hooks with a knife, and 
balancing them on its edge, turn over their hundreds with incredible speed. 
ee Mergent of hooks are then labelled, and carefully dried, to avoid any risk 
of rust. 

There are no Jess than one hundred and eighty different sorts of hooks, each 
having from twenty to thirty sizes, amongst which may be mentioned quadruple- 
treble and double-brazed, live-bait snap hooks, lip hooks, Kirby, Limerick, Dublin 
Limerick, Carlisle, Kendal, sneck, round bent, crystal, Mackenzie, roach hooks, 
Chestertown, sproat, &e., &e, 


SS 


ANGLING AT GRANTHAM. 


IT is satisfactory to find in a neighbourhood like Grantham, where 
there is such good fishing to be obta’ned, that it possesses an angling 
association working most prosperously, and with such an energetic 
secretary as Mr. R. Richardson. 

The Association at the present time numbers 215 members, and its financial 
position is of an encouraging character. The portion of water which it pre- 
serves is the canal belonging to the Great Northern Railway Company, and 
during the last year it bas placed in it 1,000 Loch Leven trout, to be followed 
up this year by an expenditure of £5 in the introduction of a good stock of 
chub. The members would be glad if any of the readers of the FisHina 
GAZETTE could put them in the way of getting them. Already, the water 
possesses a good supply of fine perch, jack, roach, and rudd. Facility will be 
gladly afforded to any of the London piscators visiting the neighbourhood of 
getting a day’s angling. Amongst the records of angling in private waters may 
be mentioned first of all the recent capture of a jack of 28Hb. at the Denton 
Reservoir, and a few days since, at the same place, Mr. John Fillingham, of the 
George Hotel, Grantham, got a brace of fine jack, the largest 83lb. This 
reservoir covers about forty acres, and abounds with jack, perch, roach, carp, 
and eels. It is only a short distance from Grantham, and although the private 
property of Sir W. E. Welby, Bart., there is no difficulty in obtaining permission 
to fish on application to the agent, Mr. W. Collingwood, Denton, Grantham. 
In the river Witham there has been some fair sport amongst the trout, Mr. John 
Fillngham getting four brace, the largest fish weighing 23lb. Great satisfaction 
is expressed at the formation of a Fishery Board for the river Witbam, as unless 
something is done to stop the incessant poaching that is going on, the river will 
become depleted of its trout, and for a few miles each side of Grantham it is as 
pretty a bit of trout water as anyone need wish for. Each July, when the river 
is cleared out, a lot of low fellows go out with nets, and as soon as the water is 
let off the shallows they sweep their nets through the holes and get out all the 
fish. Mr. Richardson says : “ Four years ago I could go out after dinner and 
catch four and five brace of trout from lb. to 3lb. each, besides returning: 
smaller ones to the water, but now if I get a brace I think I have done well.” 
At Marston Mill there is some goed trout-fishing, the property of Sir John 
Thorold, Bart., and for this permission can be obtained from the agent. A 
working man fishing there the other day got a nice fish of 3%1b., which is con- 
sidered a large specimen in that neighbourhood. The weight may be considered 
insignificant compared with a Thames trout, but would be quite equal in merit 
to a 12Ib. fish in the metropolitan river. There is a growing attachment to the 
gentle art in the neighbourhood of Grantham, and certainly very much greater 
than when I first took an interest in its piscatorial attractions some years ago, 
The facilities of getting there by the Great Northern system is all that can be 
desired, and the neighbourhood, in addition to its angling, is of a picturesque 
and beautiful character. 











NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


Tue following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 
for the FisHinc GAzETTE by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may be obtained :— 


11,726.—ALFreD Smitu and Humpnrey Watt, of Colmore-row, Birmingham, 
for an invention of “ Improvements in Fishing Reels.” 

12,184.—ALrrep Morris, of Redditch, for an invention of “ An Improved 
Spinning Tackle for Live or Dead Baits for taking Fish.” 





PROSECUTION BY THE SEVERN FISHERY BoARD.—Thomas Dadson, Gallow-lane, 
Bransford, labourer, was summoned for unlawfully using a net for taking fish, with- 
out having a license, at Leigh, on the 14th August. Mr. J. Stallard prosecuted for 
the Severn Fishery Board, and Mr. Beauchamp defended. Mr. A. Lacroix, secretary 
to the Worcestershire Amalgamated Angling Societies, said that the Worcester 
Angling Society rented the brook in the neighbourhood of Brockamin. In conse- 
quence of suspicion of malpractices he watched the brook on the night of August 
14th, and about six o’clock on Sunday morning he saw defendant and another man 
in the brook. Defendant was standing in the brook, and hada net. He called out 
to them, and they ran away across the field. By Mr. Beauchamp : He went within 
five yards of defendant, and was sure of his identity. He did not see the net in the 
water, but from its colour he would swear that it had been in the water. Arthur 
Hadley, a lad, corroborated, and said that defendant had threatened GOme duck him 
if he gave evidence. The defence was an alibi, and evidence in support of it was 
given by Mr. G. B. Essex, P.C. Henry Owen, and Daniel Dadson, son of defendant. 
Mr, Essex was cross-examined as to whether he had not come to champion Dadson’s 
cause, and pay his fine if he was convicted. The Bench considered the case proved, 
and fined defendant £1 and 17s, 6d, costs, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible.] 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly committee meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Oct. 4, 
at 8.30,—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

The next committee meeting will take place on Friday evening, Oct, 8th, at 8.30,— 
R. GHURNEY, sec. 
BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in fish on the 26th ult. :—Mr. T. Denton, 61b. 120z, 
roach and gudgeon, one gudgeon over 2oz.; Messrs. Mumford and Sewell, roach 
from Amberley ; Mr. W. Exell, dace from the Colne ; Mr. Jaques, roach from Hamp- 
ton, On Monday, Messrs. Edwards, Powell, and Mumford had a nice show of roach 
from the Colne; Mr. Powell, one jack. The next contest for a two guinea prize, pre- 
sented by Mr, W. Burgess, and two prizes added by the club, will take place at Egham 


on Oct, 10th, 
BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

We had a competition On the 26th ult, on the river Ouse, Barcombe, when about 
twenty competed. The weather was all against large takes, the wind being any- 
thing but pleasant. On returning to weigh-in, Mr. G. Batchelor was awarded the 
first prize, weight 3lb. 100z.; Mr. N. Clarke, second ; and Mr. F. Heathorne, third. 
We have another competition on the 6th inst. Messrs, G. Stevens and N, Clarke, 
some few days back, brought in a good show of roach, not one going under a pound, 
—A, H. DoLTON, hon. sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIRTY. 

The meeting on Friday was again up to the standard. Plenty of business was got 
through, and some good things proposed for the better regulation and benefit of this 
still growing society. Another gentleman was proposed as a member, viz., Mr. 
Henry Mogford, Cavendish-buildings, Clerkenwell-road, ballot to take place next 
Friday. Some of our members went down to Ware to fish in the match promoted 
by the clubs on the 8.L.U.V.L., but were barred owing to a delay in the post, which 
I think was rather sharp practice. We had a nice show of fish on the 26th, weighed- 
in by the following members :—Bros. Bryan, out with Harvey Poulter, 13 barbel 
largest 3lb. 840z., smallest 1lb. 80z.; Massey, jun., bream, 81b. 13702. ; W. Robbins, 
bream, 6b. 50z.; G. Ersser, jack and roach, 3lb.; Massey, sen., bream and roach, 
2lb. 130z. Several other members were out, but were too late to weigh-in, We had 
Mr. J. Sigall, of the Pride of Derby Angling Society, Derby, pay us a visit on the 
evening of the 26th. Mr. S. Bryan had two nice barbel on Monday from the bank. 
Tickets for the benefit of our late host and brother, Tom Keeble, can be had at the 
bar. He deserves to be well supported, for he was always one of the first to help 
those who needed it.—STEWART BRYAN. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS, 

Our members have not been up to the scratch lately, the show of fish during the 
last two weeks being of a very indifferent character, owing, I suppose, to the extreme 
brightness of the water, the only member exhibiting fish on the 19th being Mr. Goss, 
he again saving the club from a blank with a few roach from that cruelly-poached 
little river, the Stort, whilst Mr. Garratt did the like on the 16th with bream. Mr. 
Grimaldi (our “ Little Wonder”) has had a few bream and a jack from the Welsh 
Harp.—JAcKo, 





CASILE PISCATORIALS. 

The fiftieth regular meeting of the club was held on Sept. 27th, There were pre- 
sent Messrs. Millbourn, Roebuck, Bond, Lazarus, G. R. Reeves, G. Reeves, Lunley, and 
others. Mr. Millbourn in the chair. The minutes were read and confirmed, The 
following takes were announced :—Mr. Hobden, one chub, 31b, 90z. ; Mr, Millbourn, 
one perch, two roach, 2lb, 1oz.—F., EH, Lon@ury, hon. sec. 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last ; Mr. George Colls in the 
chair. Minutes of 20th were signed and general business transacted, A new member 
was proposed for election next meeting. Mr. H, A. Beck showed-in six very hand- 
some dace, which weighed 32lb., taken with a fly at St. Margaret’s, one specially 
handsome, going 130z., we are having set up. Mr. Colls had two jack from the 
Lea, 7lb. A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings,—HENRY 
Howsgs, hon. sec, 

DUFFIELD ANGLING CLUB. 

On Saturday last, the members of the above club held their annual competition 
in the canal at Egginton, by the kind permission of Mr. Bull, at the Every Arms. 
The members and their friends, to the number of thirty, started from the club-house, 
Mr. Hawthorn’s, the New Inn, at 12.45, in a brake and two other conveyances, 
arriving at Egginton at 2.30. Having refreshed themselves at Mr. Bull’s, they 
repaired to the canal, and drew their numbers for their respective places, Having 
fished for an hour and a half, they returned to the house of Mr, Bull, and partook 
of other refreshments, the return journey being commenced about six o’clock, 
arriving at the club-house about eight, where Host Hawthorn entertained them to 
further refreshments, which one and all seemed to enjoy very much. Whilst this was 
going on the secretary, assisted by the umpire and H. Meakin, were ascertaining in 
another room who were the prize winners, which proved no easy task, only two or 
three small shot dividing some of the winners; but eventually the winners were 
announced as follows: 1, A. Kniveton, with 17+0z.,13 shot; 2, G. Allsopp; 3, J. 
Wheatley ; 4, H. Haskew ; 5, H. Bulmer; 6, G. Winter ; 7, J. Mathers ; 8, H. Frost ; 
9, S. Marshall ; 10, J. Howitt ; 11, R. Townsend ; 12, 8. Swift ; 13, J. Murfin; 14, C. 
Gilbert. A very pleasant evening was afterwards spent, all seeming to thoroughly 
enjoy themselves. On Monday, the 27th ult., our ordinary club night, the prizes 
were distributed to the winners by our esteemed friend, Mr. Myring, in a few well- 
chosen and appropriate remarks, The remainder of the evening was spent in acon- 
vivial manner, concluding with hearty votes of thanks to the host and hostess, and 
the gentlemen who had so kindly given prizes, which included the Hon. F. S. 
O'Grady, H. Strutt, Esq., J. A. Jacoby, M.P., Mr. Wright, Mr, Martin, Mr. Yeomans, 
and Mr, Pike. P.S.—A rod from “Trent Otter’ was greatly admired.—H. BARNES, 


EASTERN COUNTIES ANGLING SOCIETY. GREAT YARMOUTH. 

This society held its usual weekly meeting at club-house on Monday, the 27th ult. ; 
there was a good attendance of members. The principal business of the evening was 
to present the prizes to their respective winners who took part in the contest on the 
21st, which was held at Ormesby, from Monsey’s, Hel’s Foot. A strong north east 
wind was blowing, which made it unpleasant; catches in some boats were larger 
than was anticipated. Prize winners as follows: 1st, Mr. W. Lowne; 2nd, Mr. W. 
Platt ; 3rd, Mr. W. J. Bond; 4th, Mr. J. H. Teasdel ; 5th, Mr. W. N. Crowther ; 6th, 
Mr. E. Hannant. An addition has been made to the society’s club-room with a fine 
bream, taken at Fritton, by Mr. Crowther.—W. Lownz, hon. sec. 

FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

The members of this society had a capital day’s sport on the occasion of their 
annual outing on Wednesday, and with the.result of weighing-in at the club-room the 
same evening 135lb. weight of fish. Mr. Palmer scaled in 35lb, weight of jack from 
the Thames ; Mr. Craggs, 301b. of very fine roach and grayling ; Mr. Page, 301b. of 
fine jack; and Mr. Gifford, 20lb. of good roach from the Avon. There was a good 
attendance of members present at the weighing-in, and the fortunate captors were 
heartily congratulated on their successful results.—B. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

At a very full meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Parker in the chair, the usual routine 
business was concluded, when Mr. Jas, Taylor (Red Palmer) made a statement 
respecting the desire of the Dean of Winchester to place a statue of Izaak Walton 
in the screen of the Cathedral, now being restored, and read a letter from the Dean. 
After an interesting discussion, the following resolution was unanimously agreed 








to :— That, with the view of carrying out the suggestion of the Dean of Winchester 
to place a statue of Izaak Walton in the screen of the Cathedral, now being restored, 
the co-operation of angling societies be invited, the sum of, say, 5s. from each being 
considered sufficient for the purpose, subscriptions from individual anglers who may 
desire to be connected with the movement to be limited to 2s. 6d.” It was further 
resolved that the delegates to the Anglers’ and Central Associations be requested to 
bring the matter before them, and seek their co-operation therein. Mr. Jas. Taylor 
as hon. secretary, and Capt. Alfred as treasurer, were empowered to act for the “ Win- 
chester Cathedral Izaak Walton Fund.’ Arrangements were then concluded for a 
day’s outing on Tuesday, the 12th October, starting from G.H. Railway, Liverpool- 
street, at 7.8 a.m., full particulars of which will be sent to each member, who is 
specially requested to reply promptly. Much discussion ensued as to the appointment 
of hon. secs., and a recommendation was made to the committee thereon. Dr. 
Brunton related a recent instance of ‘‘ landing a drake,” and after the usual com- 
pliment to the chairman, the meeting adjourned.-GEoRGE CHAMBERS, acting 
hon. sec. 

[On the appearance in the Zimes of Sept. 23 of the letter from Mr vilae ls 
Jenkins, of the Portsmouth Waltonians, which we re-print elsewhere, we determined 
to open a subscription list. We find from the above report that the Gresham 
Society have also opened alist. This will inno way interfere with ours, and we 
think it is a mistake to limit the subscriptions of individuals or clubs in a case of 


this kind,—Eb. | 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a fair show of fish at theclub on the 26thult. Mr.C. Newton, atray of 
good chub ; Mr. Hackett, jack ; Mr. Maybury, roach, and many others. On the 28th 
there was a good attendance of members. The list of prizes to be fished for at 
Waltham on the 3rd October was read and accepted ; all start from Liverpool- 
street by the 9 o’clock train. There will be a grand concert and draw for a long 
list of valuable prizes on Monday next, Oct. 4th, and all friends having books 
would please send names and remittances to Mr. H. Courcha, the Crown, Church- 
street, Shoreditch, on or before Monday, Oct. 4, first post. If not sent, will be charged 
for, It takes place on behalf of Mr. W. H. Snook.—R. Murpuy, 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The match for four prizes, given by Messrs. J. H. and W. Rich, Russell, Hosken, 
and Pettitt, was held at Waltham on the 28th ult. A fair number of members went 
down by the first train in the morning to compete for the prizes, and although the 
weather was very favourable, the sport was anything but encouraging to the 
majority present. Among the fish taken by Mr. J. H. Rich, was a very fine roach 
and a dace, both of which are being preserved. Mr. Gibbons caught a 25l1b. jack ; 
but as the latter was not to be counted, according to the rules of the competition, 
Mr. Gibbons tied with the remainder of his fish with Mr. W. Rich. The prizes will 
be awarded at the next meeting as follows: Mr. Haigh, Ist; and Mr. J. H. Rich, 2nd. 
Messrs. Gibbons and W. Rich will fish for the 8rd priza ona future occasion, and 
Mr. Pettitt’s prize, which was given for the largest perch, and which was not won, 
owing to a sizeable perch not being caught, is to be fished for any day next month, 
The members finished up the day by spending a couple of pleasant hours at Mr, 
Wheeler’s before leaving for home.—W. K. 

GOLDEN BARBEL. 

On the 26th ult. the following contributed roach and dace towards making a show 
at the headquarters of the above society: M. de Perran, J. Green, ‘I, Allen, A. Crow, 
G. Crow, J. Trowbridge, ©. Chapman, and E. Henrie. A sweepstake will take place 
on the 3rd inst. at Windsor, commencing at Boveney Lock up to the Mansion, 
roving, Will J. Trowbridge pay a visit to—PIxiu? 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We hada very fair show of fish on the 26th ult., Mr. J. Jackson being top of the 
tree with ja nice tray of handsome dace and roach. A.return visit took place 
on Tuesday evening, the 23th-ult., a pleasant evening being spent. Eleven 
clubs were represented ; Mr. Mitson, of the Dalston Angling Society, in the chair, 
faced by Mr. Millie. The harmony was contributed by Messrs. Mitson, Manning 
(Izaak Walton), Holt, Dicks, jun. (Victoria), Brittain (Stoke Newington), Steed, 
Donn (Homerton United), Lewis (Amicable), Crouch, Williams, Layton, Nelson, 
Smith (Good Intent), Cole, J. Da Costa (Hoxton Brothers), &c. Mr, Manning called 
the roll, and spoke afew words in regard to the good work of the Anglers’ Associa- 
tion, referring to the efforts to preserve the river Stort.—C. MILLIE. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY, BIRMINGHAM. 

The Hearts of Oak Angling Society held their annual contest on the 20th ult, at 
Penkeridge, when they were favoured with splendid weather, und a very enjoyable 
day was spent, the event passing off without a hitch. Thirty prizes were contested 
for ; 23 gentlemen competed, and each one had the good fortune to catch. The first 
prize was won by Mr. A. Kimberly, the second by Mr. J. Attwood, the third by Mr. Bird, 
and so on as the weight of fish ranged downwards. Our annual dinner took place on 
the 28th ult., when we had a very nice and comfortable meeting. After the various 
toasts and distribution of prizes, the remainder of the evening was spent in harmony. 
Our president opened by reading an original rhyme, which he composed for the occa~ 
sion. 

[Regret we have not space to give the poem; very good of its kind.—Ep. ] 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members had w few good roach on the 26th ult. The annual distribution of 
prizes took place on Monday evening last, Sept. 27th, consisting of the usual 
description of useful and. valuable prizes. A number of valuable prizes were given 
for the ensuing year. The next return visit (No. 1 Eastern District) Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation will take place at the club-house, the Cherry Tree, Kingsland-road, Shore- 
ditch, on Monday, October 11th, Chair will be taken at 9 o’clock p.m.—R. GHURNEY, 
sec. 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 26th ult. sixteen of our members fished at Langley for seven prizes, which 
were all taken, The following is the result :—Mr. Purviss, first (roach) ; Mr. Harvey, 
second (roach); Mr. Pyne, third (roach); Mr. Geale, fourth (roach); Mr. Putt, 
fifth ; Mr. North, sixth (roach) ; Mr. Morgan, seventh (roach). ‘The following also 
weighed-in :—Mr, H. Bigsby, roach; Mr. G. Bray, roach; Mr. F. Page, gudgeon,. 
Last Tuesday was quarter night, when we had a good muster. Mr. F. Page was duly 
elected as chairman. Mr. E, Pyne was duly elected as vice-chairman for the ensuing 
quarter ; Mr, Pain and Mr. Phillips as auditors,—R, CLARK, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

Our excursion by road to Boxmoor on the 26th ult., was a decided success. Start- 
ing at 6.45 a.m., the weather was very unpropitious ; but, on leaving London behind, 
was all that could be desired. The result of the competition was as follows: 
1st prize, Mr. Grindley ; 2nd, Mr. Aldis; 3rd, Mr, Hill ; 4th, Mr, Swain; 5th, Mr, 
Ward.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

PONDER’S END ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A pegged-down sweepstake will take place at Ponder’s End on October 17th, 
entrance fee 6d. The whole of the money received is to be given in five money prizes 
—Ist prize, 6-20ths ; 2nd prize, 5-20ths; 3rd prize, 4-20ths ; 4th prize, 3-20ths ; 5th 
prize, 2-20ths. The draw will take place at 10 o’clock, at Ponder’s End Lock ; fish- 
ing, from 11to 5. The fish to be weighed at the Railway Hotel, Ponder’s End, 
Entries to Mr. Jones, Cuckoo Hall Farm, Lower Edmonton, secretary of the Ponder’s 
End Angling Society.—J. JONES. 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

On Wednesday evening last the members of the above society held their usual 
weekly meeting at the Station Hotel, Richmond; Mr. Philip Geen presiding, and 
Mr. H. Dickenson occupying the vice-chair. Messrs, Davis, Colpys, Hester, Matthews, 
Gaunt, Perkins, Ormistan, Taman, Powell, Hast, and others were present. The 
minutes of the previous meeting having been read and confirmed, a letter was read 
from Captain Alfred, of the Gresham Angling Society, applying for trifling pecuniary 
support for a fund to raise a memorial to Izaak Walton, which, it is scarcely neces- 
sary to add, was unanimously voted. The prize list was then vigorously discussed, 
it haying been issued since the last meeting, and members. reading this will kindly 
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note that, owing to a clerical error, Mr... B. Matthews’s cup, offered as the third 
prize of the special competition, instead of being worth £1 1s., as stated, is really 
worth £3 3s. ; and, in order to obviate any possibility of dispute arising hereafter, a 
minute was passed by which provision is made that the winner of the competition 
shall have choice of prizes. Mr. Hobden was unanimously elected a member of the 
society. No fish were weighed in; but on the previous Wednesday, when fishing 
with the chairman at Dockett Point, the vice-chairman hooked and landed a nice 
trout of about 3lb. weight on a ledger, which was, of course, tenderly and carefully 
returned to his native element. By the time the business had been completed there 
was not much time left for conviviality, but it was far from wasted, for Messrs. 
J. S, Larkins and Hester sang a song each in their best style. Members possessing 
vocal abilities would really confer a great benefit by bringing a song or two with 
them on Wednesday night, for even the Richmond Piscatorial Society is glad to 
throw aside business sometimes and enjoy a little harmony ; and, after all, “it is 
a poor soul that never rejoices.” 
RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 29th ult. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, Great 
Bath-street. On the 26th our members met with rather poor sport, Mr. H, Irwin 
being top-weight with 2lb, 1040z, of roach; Mr. R. Sharpless, 11b, 10joz.; Mr. R. 
Sharpless, sen., 1lb. 740z.; Mr. Piggott, 1240z. ; Mr. C. Columbo, 7oz. Mr. R. Sharp- 
less also had roach, but did not weigh-in. Weare always pleased to receive a visit 
from any angler who may happen to be in our neighbourhood on Wednesday or 
Sunday evenings,—C. Pigcort, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

On the 26th ult. the following exhibited fish : Messrs. R. Chantry, Lines, Wigley; 
Storrar, R. Smith, Hill, J. Smith, and Chantry, jun. The prize winners were Messrs. 
Lines, Wigley, and R. Smith, with roach from Ware, At the meeting held on the 
29th ult., it was decided that, after this date members can weigh-in on Wednesday 
or Sunday, which day they think fit ; but only one day a week. Prizes for October : 
Two prizes given by Messrs. Moulton and Chantry for the gross weight of fish taken 
on Wednesdays during the month; Mr, Beckett’s prize will be given for the largest 
roach over 1lb. taken during the month. Members are informed that the 8.L.U. 
visit will go to the Kenningtonians, Durham Arms, Harleyford-road, Kennington 
Oval, on October 11th, when the pleasure of their company will be most acceptable, 


—PIXIE, 
ROYAL BERKS ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

On Saturday last, Sept. 25th, the annual outing in connection with the Royal 
Berks Seed Establishment Angling Association took place, from 80 to 90 of the 
members proceeding by the 11.45 train to Pangbourne, Goring, Moulsford, to com- 
pete for a series of prizes offered for the occasion by Mr. M. J. Sutton and Mr. L. G. 
Sutton, two of the vice-presidents, Owing to the absence of rain for several weeks 
past, the water was in anything but favourable condition for angling, and conse- 
quently the takes generally were small, Nevertheless, an enjoyable day was spent. At 
5.30 the party assembled at the Bull Inn, Streatley, and were entertained at tea by Mr. 
Herbert Sutton and Mr. A. W. Sutton, both of whom, together with Mrs. M. H. Sutton, 
Mrs. A. W. Sutton, Miss Evelyn Sutton, and Mr. L. G. Sutton, were present. The 
repast over, Mr. Herbert Sutton announced the result of the day’s competition, viz., 
Heaviest perch, Ist prize, Mr. D. Cooper ; 2nd, Mr. W. Deane. Heaviest roach, Ist 
prize, Mr. E. W. Bridger ; 2nd, Mr. J. Sheppard, Largest take of gudgeon, Ist prize, 
Mr. BE. Deacon ; 2nd, Mr. F. Andrews; this being followed by hearty votes of 
thanks to those who so kindly provided the entertainment, to the donors of prizes 
and others who had contributed to the success of the outing, the arrangements con- 
nected with which were carried out by Mr. J. Adey, and the hon. sec. (Mr. F. Squire), 
Mr. M. H. Sutton, Mr. Alfred Sutton, and Mr. M. J, Sutton were unavoidably 
prevented from being present at the gatherin g. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

It is to be hoped we shall have a good muster of “Trouts” on Tuesday, the 5th 
inst., when we shall present Mr. Griffiths with his testimonial, On the 28th ult. Mr, 
Brady showed 41b. 120z. of fish, one roach weighing 1lb, 120z. We are now very 
flourishing, every quarter shows an increase in our numbers ;. but still specimen fish 
do not appear on our table so frequently as could be wished for.—CERASUS, sec, 

ST, JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

An Eastern District return visit was paid to the above society on Monday, the 27th 
ult., and in every respect it was a great success. During the evening some good 
comic and sentimental songs and readings were given by Messrs, Hall, Battensby, 
Sparrow, Brockwell, Wildey, Piggott, Chambers, Gates, Chilcot, and Ungley. The 
last named gentleman was very amusing as the School Board officer, and had a well- 
deserved encore. During the evening some very nice selections of music were 
played by Mr. Errington’s string band, and were greatly enjoyed by the company, it 
being a new feature to have such a large band at these meetings. When the roll 
was called 14 clubs responded. A number of the clubs stayed till the last song was 
sung, so I conclude they spent an enjoyable evening. The next visit on this list 
will take place at the Alliance Angling Society, of which notice will be given.—F, 
THORLING, 

STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fourth competition of the season in connection with the above club took place 
on Saturday, the 18th ult., in which twenty members took part. The party 
journeyed from Stoke by the 8.55 a.m, train, and arrived at their destination shortly 
after 10 o’clock, when operations were immediately commenced, with the result that 
some good fish were soon grassed. There were four prizes offered for competition, 
with the following result : Mr. A. Morgan, Ist; Mr. J. Bailey, 2nd ; Mr. J. Morgan, 
3rd ; and Mr. E. Cocker, 4th. Mr, A. Morgan’s catch’ was much admired, his largest 
fish (roach) scaling 1lb, 530z. Besides the winners, some other good baskets were 
made. The day was a most enjoyable one, and the party returned home highly 
pleased with the day’s outing —J. Houuins, hon. sec. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Meeting held at St. Paul’s Tavern, Thursday, Sept. 23rd, Mr. Bayley in the chair. 
There was a good attendance of members. Two new members were proposed and 
elected. It was resolved that the four untaken prizes of the 26th ult. be fished for 
on October 3rd, at Pangbourne—roving competition. Members can go overnight if 
they feel so disposed.—W. L. GRriFFin, sec. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s, Thursday, Sept. 30., Mr, Bayley in the chair, 
several members and friends present, The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed. Messrs. Crisp, sen., and Hibble weighed-in a splendid lot of 
roach from the Chelmer. The fish were about the most handsome lot shown during 
the season. The members fish for four prizes at Pangbourne on the 3rd inst., roving 
match. Since my last report Mr. Delhaye had a good take of roach from Feltham, 
weight about 121b.—W. L. Grrrrtn, sec. 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on the 30th ult., when there was a very fine 
show of barbel, while fishing with E. Clark, jun., at Sunbury, weighed-in by Mr. 
Forman and others.—Gro. 8. BENHAM, 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD, 

Several members of the above club were out on the 26th ult. ; but the sport, I 
am sorry to say, was not very grand, Mr. J. Currans, roach ; J. Payne, roach. W. 
Tyler, fishing in the match at Ware, was just knocked out of last prize by loz., with 
some nice dace. With some more rain, I hope to have a fine report from J. Payne 
next week.—H. TYLER. 

UNITED DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF WORCESTERSHIRE ANGLING 

SOCIETIES. 

A meeting of delegates will be held on Wednesday, the 13th of October, at the 
Union Hotel, Union-street, Worcester, at 6.30 p.m. precisely, to take into considera- 
tion the challenge cup offered by J. W. Willis-Bund, Esq., and to transact very 
important business. A lecture on “Fish and Fishing ” will be delivered by J. W. 
Willis-Bund, Esq., at the Union Hotel, Union-street, Worcester, on Wednesday, 
October 13th, 1886, at 8 p.m. precisely. Captain W. B. Williamson, Deputy Mayor, 
will preside. Tickets of admission may be had of the undersigned, or of any angling 
club in Worcestershire,—A, LACROIX, sec,, London-road, Worcester. 
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EGG PASTE FOR TROUT, CHUB, &c. 


WE are indebted to a very old correspondent for this full and particular 
description of that deadly N. orth-country bait—egg paste. We published a 
recipe for it some years ago, given to us in Yorkshire, but it was not correct. 
Fished on a small triangle, it would kill chub and roach well anywhere :— 

Take two or three fresh-laid eggs (two are sufficient for one day’s fishing), put 
them in boiling water, and allow them to boil until you think they are sufficiently 
set to allow the yolk to leave the white. (This is a particular point, for if you 
let them boil too long you destroy the tenacity of your paste.) Hold each egg 
over a plate ; strike it in the centre with a knife ; split open, and drop the yolk 
on the plate free from white ; then add to every two eggs one teaspoonful of 
salt. Spread the yolks over the plate, work well with a knife, and place them 
before the fire on a bacon roaster or anything (not too near, the slower the pro- 
cess the more tenacity you have in your paste) ; light your pipe, and sit 
twenty minutes or half an hour, working every two minutes with your knife. 
Take it from the fire when you think it stiff enough, allowing for cooling, as 
it sets stiffer with cooling, and if not stiff enough when cool just hold to the fire 
again. 

When properly made it is quite transparent, and if you lay your knife on the 
egg before the fire after well heating you can lift both paste and plate. The 
dark red yolks are best ; if they happen to be light ones, add the least drop of 
vermilion and mix up. 

FrEp, oR GROUND-BAIT. 


Boil two or three eggs nice and hard, shell them, and chop up together, with 
your whites spared from eggs for paste, and use for feed, as in maggot-fishing 
—viz., throwing a bit in (mot too much) as you fish. 

I have killed trout swimming the baits Nottingham style, but the bait laid on 
the bottom with a tight line is best. There is no nibbling ; it is one single bolt. 
If the fish don’t bite, put two or three pieces of white of egg on. I have taken 
trout in Wharfe completely gorged with my white feed. In baiting hook I put 
a piece on the size of a small bean, and it will not wash off with striking if pro- 
perly made. Swim it in rapid streams and mill-dams and you will get fish. 

Chub simply worry it in the spring of the year. Iand my friends have gone 
trout-fishing with it, and we have had to take it off and fish worm for trout, as 
it was chub, chub, chub every time. This was in Cod Beck, running in the 
river Swall. I intend to give it a thorough trial on the Thames and Lea. 

A Wrinkle-—Your paste is not much stiffer than jam when you take it out 
of your pot; just wet your left forefinger and thumb with your tongue, put 
your forefinger in the pot and scoop a bit out, lay the hook in the paste, and 
wrap over with your wet thumb. Be careful to keep the side of paste you 
have wetted on the outside, as the tenacity is gone and your paste will wash 
off. If you don’t do this you cannot get the paste to leave your fingers. I 
have seen fishermen bothered and swearing for want of knowing this. 


RS SE 





EOLLOWAY’S PILLS.— Wrongs made Right.—Every day that any bodily suffering is permitted to 
continue renders it more ccrtain to become chronic or dangerous. Holloway’s purifying, cooling, and 
strengthening Pills are well adapted for any irregularity of the human body, and should be taken 
whin the stomach is disordered, the liver deranged, the kidneys inactive, the bowels torpid, or the 
brain muddled. With this medicine every invalid can cure himself, and those who are weak and in- 
firm through imperfect digestion may make themselves strong and stout by Holloway’s excellent Pills. 
A. few doses of them usually mitigate the most painful symptoms caused by undigested food, from 
which they thoroughly free the alimentary canal and completely restore its natural power and action. 








Cassell& Company’s Announcements 





NEW AND REVISED EDITION. 
‘THE BOOK OF THE HORSE. | 3; ¢. supyny. 


With a section on “Veterinary Information” by GEORGE 
FLEMING, LL.D., F.R.C.V.S. With 28 Fac-simile Coloured 
Plates and about 150 Wood Engravings. Demy 4to. Cloth, 35s. 
Half-morocco, 45s. 


“Let buyers of horses and carriages invest in ‘he Book of the Horse.’ They 
ought, after attentive perusal, to be able to save thereafter double the cost of the 
volume every week in coach-house and stable money.”— World. 





% 


Ready Shortly, Price 7s, 6d. 


THE PRACTICAL HORSE KEEPER. 
GEORGE FLEMING, LL.D., F.R.C.V.S. Illustrated. 
8yvo, cloth. 


By 
Crown 


This New Volume, by the acknowledged head of the Veterinary profession in 
Great Britain, gives terse, plain, practical directions on choosing, buying, feeding, 
stabling, breeding, using, and doctoring horses, for all classes of people ; the trades- 
man’s horse and family pony being treated equally with the hunter and the carriage 
horse, 


‘(HE FRESHWATER FISHES of EUROPE, 
A History of. By Prof. H. G. SEELEY, F.R.S., F.G.S., F.Z.S., 
F.L.S, F.R.G.S. With 214 Illustrations. Royal 8vo, cloth, 21s. 





“This volume has every claim to be recognised as a standard authority, all the 
more that it is accompanied by such excellent indices, and a profusion of illustra- 
tions as accurate as they are beautiful.’—Ziverpool Mercury, 





CASSELL AND COMPANY’S NEW 
CLASSIFIED CATALOGUE, giving particulars of nearly 
ONE THOUSAND VOLUMES published by Messrs. CASSELL AND 
COMPANY, ranging in price from 
THREEPENCE TO TWENTY-FIVE GUINEAS, 


will be sent on request post free to any address. 





CASSELL & COMPANY, LIMITED, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON. 
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Waterproohhines wie 2 ae 
erproo ines 
Stecled Rods, &c.’ INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 


j-> FLY-FISHING FOR GRAYLING 


Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 






OF 
EXHIBITING. 


N. 


Seeing that in the rush and the pressure of Spring and Mid-Summer business we are, increasingly of late, unable to make the 
needful attempt to cater for those who have not, as yet, had the opportunity of personally using our Refined Angling Requisites.;—as our 
pioneer projects have been thus paralysed by the army of anglers who habitually draw supplies of improved requisites from us, we take the 
opportunity, offered by the first lull in the season, to attempt to reach such devotees of the rod as have not hitherto, perhaps, 


Experienced the Pleasure and Profit of using a Genuine Steeled Rod, a Climax (Refined) 
Undrawn Cast, a Perfect Floating Grayling Fly, or a Gossamer Gimp Pike Flight, 


with full assurance that present sacrifice will inevitably lead to future profit, we will, from date herewith, for the next 


ITY-ONE 





TV 


DAYS ONLY, 


subject to the conditions under-mentioned, DEDUCT 20 PER CENT. (ie. 4s. in the £1) off our List Prices. 


THIS APPLIES TO BOTH WHOLESALE AND RETAIL LISTS, 


These, the Largest Catalogues of Fishing Specialities in print, free, per book post. 


Trade List to the Trade only. 


NOTE.—The Deduction is allowed on Orders UNDER £65 IN VALUE ONLY. 


Carriage and Postage are extra. 


The Acme Lines are not included in the above quotation. 





D. & W. H. FOSTER, Manufacturers, ASHBOURNE. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


REDPATH & CoO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FORTHE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEHED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 








Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 














TH varieties, and the verdict will be) THERE IS NO BETTER TEA. 

OR Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 

LY Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, B.C. Branch 

TO) ice ag cpg gone cd ik ew Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne- 5 ig 

lCeg Holborn, W.C., London. ; RE Ae 


COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 








J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


| MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 





BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote 
jinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at $s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls, Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, 1s. 6d. 

ia large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. : 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 








ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


E.C, 


”~ 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C,, 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEHW GIRTH, 
(Rd, No, 25,835.) 
Worn over left shoulder, with 
another band round the waist, 
thereby distributing the weight 
equally, and keeping the basket in a 
JSirm position. 
“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
, (Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
| IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 
LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


Weight of Handle complete, about 12oz. ; 
length when closed, about 2ft, 4in. 














4H New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


JAMES OGDEN, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY-INVENTED PREMIER SPINNER, 


Regd. Noy, 13th, 1883. This Bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved 
principle. Salmon, 6s. 6d.; Trout, 5s. ; smaller do., 3s. 6d. 
SILVER OR GILT. Also coloured, similar to the Devon Baits, &c. 


JAMES OGDEN’S MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


CC aw See 











PRICE ONE GUINEA. 
“ An excellent fly-rod,’—FISHING GAZEITEH. 

Ferruled or Spliced, with Leather or Cane Handle. Lengths, 8, 9, 10, and 11 feet. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the 
high estimation in which they are held by the leading arglers of the day. 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, despatched by return of Post. 

TESTIMONIAL from H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq., respecting James Ogden’'s ‘“ Multum in Parvo 
Rod :—‘‘ You sent me a Spliced Rod, with which Iam very highly pleased. I have been using nothing else for the last 
three weeks among the Devonshire streams, and for that purpose the Rod is, I think, quite perfection. If you can make 
any use of the opinion I have expressed I shall be glad that you should do so. I am sure the Rod deserves the cordial 
praise I have given it.” 


N.B.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSONS ASSUMING THE SAME NAME, 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,’—See FisHING GAZETTE, Oct, 
8rd, 1885, 


PATENT BIGKERDYKE ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Meld of Noy. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886, 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish, 
SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art, 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings, ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &e.,, &e. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
4 30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 " Putney, 
45 a Hammersmith, 
50 f Barnes, 

Add 55 A Kew. 
75 i‘ Richmond, 
80 f Twickenham, 
85 Teddington. 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon 
Saturday, October 2 oie Bee 4,35 See dea 4.56 
Sunday, Pe 8 See one 5:15 nae ove 5.36 
Monday, " + eee ese 6.0 vee eee 6.24 
Tuesday, os 5 a “pe 6.49 ae ies (LONG 
Wednesday, ae 6 ane one 7.49 oe wae 8.27 
Thursday, A 7 406 ae 9.11 soe AS 9.56 
Friday, 7 8 are ay 10.36 5 eee 11.11 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

There should be some little improvement in the character of the water from the 
late rains, although there has not been sufficient to give much colouring to it; but 
the anglers must be thankful for small mercies. The bank anglers have had a bad 
time of it lately, and there are few who care to go out at nights with the cold air, as 
the fish do not come in shore as much as on warm nights, 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RIcHMOND.—C, Brown, in six days, 401b. of dace and eight barbel. F. Brown, in 
oneand a half days, 16lb., anda barbelof 5lb. Henry Howard, in five days, twenty- 
four dozen. Job Brain during the week, 501b. of roach and dace, and eight barbel. 
George Platt, in seven days, forty-seven dozen, one of the roach weighing 1I]b, loz. 
Mr. C. Smart, in one day, weighed-in a nice show of roach and dace. 

TWICKENHAM.—Pert Hammerton, in six days, forty dozen of roach and dace, and 
two bream. Henry Spiers, in two days, 32lb. of roach; and in two other days, 
thirteen dozen of dace. Samuel Cole, in three days, 40lb. of roach and dace, and a 
tench of 2lb, Edward Finch, in one day, 20Ib. of fish, including one barbel ; and in 
two other days, 201b. Richard Moffatt, in threeand a half days, about sixteen dozen. 
John Coxon, jun., in two half-days, seven dozen. J. Dobbin, in four half-days, twenty 
dozen, and three barbel. George Coxon, in four days, 40lb. John Spong, in four 
days, eighteen dozen ; and Charles Hennessey, in three days, sixteen dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in one day, 30lb. of fish, including two barbel, 
nine bream, one perch, and some dace ; and in two other days, seven dozen gudgeon, 
nine perch, and three jack. Charles Baldwin, in two days and two half-days, nine- 
teen dozen of roach and dace. Mr. McBirdie, in half-a-day, ten dozen of gudgeon ; 
and in two other half-days, six bream, and five dozen of dace. Mr. Dyer, in one day, 
one jack, and four and a half dozen dace, The water is now fishable ; the rain has 
quite freshened it up. 

Kincston.—John Johnson, sen., says :— The fishing has been better this week. 
John Johnson, jun., has had some fine bream, large dace, gudgeons in any quantity, 
and afew nice perch. J. Wilkes has caught six jack, the largest 9lb., some good 
perch up to a pound each, and in three days, fifty dozen of gudgeon—one of the 
days, with one rod, the angler took twenty dozen. If we could get a little shade in 
the water, there would be some good roach-fishing. 

HAMPTON CouRT.—William Milbourne writes :—“ During the week Thomas 
Milbourne has caught twenty-six barbel, the largest 841b.; that is all I have heard of 
this week worth reporting. The water is still very low and bright, and it will take 
a week’s rain before it will do any good to the river.” 

Lone Dirron.—C. Buttery, in one day, three dozen of roach and dace, and three 
barbhel. 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in two days, nine barbel, seven chub, and eighteen 
dozen of gudgeon. Alfred Stroud, in four days, twenty-two barbel, six chub, four 
bream, and six dozen of roach. John Stroud, in four days, sixteen barbel, one jack, 
and five dozen of roach and dace. Thomas Stroud, jun., in three days, eight barbel, 
seyen bream, and fifteen dozen of gudgeon. Herbert, one day, with Mr. Morgan, 
seven dozen of roach and dace, and one barbel ; another day, with Mr. Streatfield, 
nine barbel, and in three other days, with the same gentleman, thirty-six dozen of 
gudgeon. HE, Clarke, in four days, thirty-eight barbel, the largest 73lb., and twenty- 
one dozen of roach and dace. H. Clarke, in two days, fourteen jack, 

WALTON.—H., Searle, in one day, with Mr. Fulford, three dozen of gudgeon, and 
two dozen of roach. A Lavey, one jack, anda few roach and dace; and Mr. J. P. 
Wheeldon one jack of 31b, 

HALLIFORD.— W. S. Rosewell, one day, twelve dozen of gudgeon; and another 
day, five jack and six dozen of roach and dace. 

SHEPPERTON.—H. Poulter, in one day, thirteen barbel; and IF. Purdue, in one. 
day, a jack, and two dozen of roach and dace. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, one day with Mr. Geeling, seven barbel and one chub ;. 
another day, five barbel, anda couple of chub ; another day, nine dozen of gudgeon, ; 
and another day with Mr. Sissons, two barbel, and one chub, 

DocKETT Pornt.—James Haslett, one day with Mr. Geen, three bream, two chub, 
and one trout, the latter being returned. 

CHERTSEY.—L. Hackett, in three hours, four bream, 

STAINES.—J. Keene, jun., in five days, nine jack, seventeen perch, and eight 
barbel, G, Osman, in two days, four barbel, four jack, and fourteen dozen roach and 
dace. 











UPPER THAMES. : 

The late rains have much improved the angling prospects, the water has lost its 
late staleness, and is, or will, I think, soon assume a mignonette tint so loved by 
roachists, Jack are perforce coming out of their summer dens, gudgeon are de- 
parting to their winter homes, barbel are only conspicuous by their absence, roach 
are difficult to keep on the feed, but chub are affordicg grand sport, three of over 
5lb. being reported to me this afternoon, as taken in the Aston waters, Thursday.— 
Water very bright ; but still good fishing, as it is hourly improving. Wind S.W.— 


MARLOW Buzz. ; 
Thames (Datchet). ie 
The late rain has not risen the river in the least. The dace have been biting better 


the last fortnight than they have done all the season. The barbel are feeding very 
well on greayes, notwithstanding one of your correspondent’s assertion to the con~ 
trary. I have been catching worms and baiting till I am tired of it, and the jack are 
running very well, Fora bit of jack fishing, given a dull day, now is the time,—G, 
LUMSDEN, 


Thames (Goring). 


Have been out four days since last report ; four jack, two dozen of roach, a few 
good perch, andalot of gudgeon,— JoHN RUSH, 
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Thames (Tylehurst). 


Sport latterly has been mostly confined to gudgeon and a few perch; but the 
weather has been rather changeable during the past few days, and rain has fallen ; 
consequently, a few chub, perch, barbel, and roach haye found their way with the 
gudgeon into the creel by—FRANK GOSDEN. 

Thames (Windsor). 

What little we have had of the much-needed rain has induced barbel to feed, 
though very few anglers are trying them. I noticed some fair sport being had at 
the head of the Cobbler to-day, the bag consisting of nine barbel and a small eel. 
Mr. Brewer, of the Friendly Anglers, out with Richard Gray, on the 26th ult., had 
twelve barbel, going 25lb. At Datchet some good sport is also being had with them, 
one angler from bank taking nine in two hours ; some fine roach have been had 
from bank with paste, but no large catches. Gudgeon still feed well, and run very 
large. A few jack are taken, but small; there appears to be a great quantity of 
them from 1b. to 2lb., many being had with dead gorge, consequently, to return 
them alive is impossible ; the operations some of them undergo in the extrication of 
hooks being sickening. I should like to see both live and dead gorge hooks abolished, 
though now that the Thames is getting an important trout river, the less jack we 
have in it the better. A capital south-west wind blowing ; and, if more rain, doubt- 
less anglers will be tempted to try this bright water, but fine tackle should be used, 
and for barbel, worms; perch, minnows; roach, paste; chub, cheese; and jack, 
small dace or gudgeon on single salmon gut paternoster.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 


Thames (Walton). 

It may well be said at the present time that the winter of an angler’s discontent, 
as evidenced by return of fish caught, is wearing its most chilling and forbidding 
aspect. The water, in spite cf the late heavy rainfall, is so terribly bright, that to 
go out at all, with the least hope of catching fish, would seem to be the act of a 
foolish person. The simple fact is that Thames fish will not bite. There is the 
mistake about it, and no getting away from it. Lob wormsand gentles, greaves and 
old cheese, spinning baits and paternosters, are alike all regarded with the eye of 
scorn, and the spirit of supreme contempt. And not Thames fish alone suffer under 
the weight of this wretched state of things. Others are there, who are equally 
“built that way,” and none more so than the fish of “the Kennet swift, for silver 
eels renowned.” I have but recently come back from a three days’ holiday, spent 
with my friend, H. J, L. Keily, an angler, be it said, of no mean order, Speaking of 
the river in question, I feel inclined to say of it, “The Kennet swift, for gorgeous 
frauds renowned,” for no two men ever had more dismal experiences of fish catching 
lately (and of this Iam right well assured), than the owner of “ Kate Kearney,” 
and yours very faithfully. We—well, I will say I—was taken to a swim 
where the barbel were said to rival porpoises in size, and sharks in 
ferocity. Alack and well a day! Sad as it is to have to admit 
such an utter failure, never a bite got we. Then we tried for perch 
and chub, for bleak, carp, whitebait, pike,and flounders, or, if not all of these, very 
nearly all. Result identical with the barbel experiences. Far be it from me, there- 
fore, to say that I took things equably and calmly. When I got back to the classic 
shades of Walton, I found it was just the same there, and until we geta thorough 
change of wind and weather I would strongly advise anglers to stop at home.—A 
change has come; the wind no longer blows from the east, but rather from the 
balmy south. This is the wind of which it is said “it blows the bait into the fishes’ 
mouth.” Doesit? I fail to see it utterly and entirely. Directly after the rainfall 
the bream came “on,” and Lavey Whatford and a few others got decent samples, 
Beyond that nothing has come to the knowledge of—J. F. W. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

The weather has been more congenial, and a fair number of anglers have turned 
out. Roach are biting more freely, and some good fish have been taken. Large 
numbers of bream are seen from time to time sporting at the top of the water. 
When this is the case I have generally found the sport to be bad. Fontinalis are 
making their way upa little brook tributary to the Ancholme to spawn. A juvenile 
tickled four yesterday afternoon, but by my advice let them go again, The milt 
was exuding from the males.—THomAS ForD. 

Chichester. 

I have but a very poor week's sport to chronicle. Here at Colchester, with water in 
splendid trim, large fish are not feeding ; but the small boys are getting plenty of 
small fry. Old anglers are losing their wonted patience. Inquiring of one of our 
enthusiasts what was the result of the excursion on the 26th ult. he tells me 
“nutting,” anda bag full, as fish were quite off feed. I have ‘no news from the 
Rother or from the Ouse this week, so conclude all waters are thesame. There are 
some good bass taken on the coast. Mr. 8S. Young, who has a mania for tight tackle 
and fine fishing losta good bass at Birdham this week—may he learn wisdom. Itis 
never safe to fish in our harbours without running gear and plenty of line; heavy fish 
are often met with when least expected.—_GEORGE F. SALTER, 


Colne (Thorney Weir House). 


There have been two or three good takes of the old-fashioned roach in the Shoulder 
of Mutton swim of this fishery. Mr. Hennessy took on Sattrday 12 roach, gross 
weight 143lb.,, and R. A. Hoblin 13 roach, gross weight 12lb., and Mr. Udale three 
roach, weighing together upwards of 4}1b. The largest of these fish was 11b. 1loz., 
and, strange to say, when these game fellows are on the feed no small ones are 
taken. Some large perch have been captured here recently, six of them (from dif- 
ferent rods) ranging from 2 to 24]b. 

4 Dove and its Tributaries. 

First-rate sport has been again had on the above streams. Seventeen fine gray- 
ling were taken with the Silver and Golden Winter Duns on Wednesday, by the 
Rey. H. Montague Villiers, on the Snellstone length of the Dove. A dish of six and 
a half brace was taken on Monday last from the length above Uttoxeter (half-crown 
day tickets for which, as we have before pointed out in these notes, are issued by the 
proprietor of the fishing rights—i.e., Mr. Woodward, Carter-street, Uttoxeter), by 
Mr. W. B. Gainiss. Another take of nine and a half brace, from same length, 
fell to Mr. W. H. Cooper. Mr. W. Bullock took seven and a half brace of fair-sized 
fish (grayling) from Mr, Gibbs’s private water, adjoining the length last referred to, 
on Tuesday, the killing flies being, in this case, Mr. Gibbs’s own patterns of fancy 
flies, together with the Red Ant (Aldam’s dressing). We hear also of big things 
being done on the Blythe amongst the grayling, thirteen and fourteen brace being 
freely mentioned as having been bagged in one or two instances, with the fly. A 
heavy bag of perch was taken with the worm from Shirley Mill dam on Wednesday, 
including a couple of brace of trout. Thus far, this has been the best grayling 
season for many years,—FosTmrR Bros., Ashbourne. 


Esk (Whitby). 


The fine rains of the past week have put the river in seemingly capital condition 
for fishing. There are plenty of salmon and salmon trout ; but they are not in a 
taking humour. The arts and wiles of the local piscators have been exercised to 
their utmost, and all sorts of flies have been used ; but the fish won't rise. I have 
heard of one or two salmon of 141b. to 181b, having been caught ; but there has been 
nothing like any general sport.—J. J. J. 

: ; Lake District. 

To-day there isa very big water, as there has been throughout the week. With 
worm, anglers are making the most of it, as it is the closing day of the season. The 
takes of trout have been both good and general, the present week having been one 
of the best since March. In short, Mr. H. Beadle had fifteen trout and five good sea 
fish, while Mr. R. Park had fifteen well-fed trout. In the same river, Mr. H. Mann 
had 61b. and 91b. upon two occasions. At Low Levens, Mr. R. B. Lee killed a nice 
salmon and a number of sea-fish, Messrs. Fulton and Bleaze also having good takes 
of the latter. During the past few days Burrow Beck has yielded good brook trout : 
Mr, H, Beadel, 39 fish ; Mr, R, Park, 29 ; Mr, Lancaster, 18; and a strange angler 36 





fish. In the Kent, Bigland had a good take of 17trout. In Underbarrow, there has 
been a bad poisoning case, hundreds of morts and sprods being killed. Yesterday 
Mr. Errington, Inspector of Fisheries, came down to examine the weirs of the dis- 
trict, especially that at the Whitewater Rock on the Kent,—EPHEMERA. 

; Lea (Tottenham). 

On calm, bright days, both roach and dace take the fly. Mr. Bennett succeeded 
in killing two dozen one day, and on another, one dozen and seven. A few roach 
have been taken bottom-fishing, by Messrs. Hughes, Sibley, Dodd, and others ; but 
no big bags have been made. The lower pool is full of big bream, of which bream- 
fishers make note. Water in good order.—HAcCKLES RED, 

: ; Leicester. 

Angling in the Leicester waters has shown an improvement since Monday. The 
continuous and exceptionally heavy rains of that day caused a fresh in the river 
Soar, and, consequently, all-round fishing became more general. In the home waters, 
sport has been the most satisfactory in the Canal, There haye been a good number 
of anglers out for the time of year. The heaviest baskets were those of Messrs. 
Hobbs, 81b. of perch ; Mr. Broadhead, a brace and a half of pike ; Ager and Shelton, 
good baskets of roach and dace, the latter taken with the fly. The waters are now 
in capital condition, and the weather being very fine on Thursday, there was an 
increased attendance at the river-side.—ALERT. 


Lodden (Lodden Bridge.) 


The riveris very bright, although we have had heavy rain, and the water is much 
higher. Some very good takes have been had by the old school of fishermen, but the 
best [have to record this week was taken by Messrs. Woodman and Field, they having 
taken, on the 27th ult., ten dozen good roach ; also the young gentleman I mentioned 
in my report of last week that was so fortunate among the chub has again caught 
some fine specimen fish by whipping with small frogs. I hope these rains will soon 
colour the water, and I feel sure I shall have some good news to tell you. Imay con- 
clude by saying that Mr. Lipscombe and two friends were fishing here, and had, I be- 
lieve, some very good sport, although I did not see the fish, as they were in a hurry 
to catch the train; but Mr, Lipscombe landed one perch—a very large one—in front 
of my door whilst we were at breakfast—A. C, CRITCHFIELD, 


Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The weather during the week has been more favourable for fishing, as instead of 
the cold north-east winds, south and south-west breezes have been blowing. Rain 
has fallen rather heavily during the week, and a splendid fresh is running on the 
water. Saturday last was a poor day with bottom-fishermen in the Derby and 
neighbouring waters, as the fish were not on the feed, and no sport of any account 
was met with. In the Derby Canal, outside the town, some good catches of jack 
were made. At Darley (near Derby) an uneventful week has been passed. A few 
brace of not very large grayling have been taken by bottom-fishing in the swim at 
Duffield. Two anda half brace of nice trout were taken in the Ecclesbourne on 
Monday last. At Belper the river has been too clear for successful fishing, and very 
few anglers have been out. Saturday last was a slack day at Ambergate ; rain was 
falling during the afternoon. Near the Wire Works three brace of nice grayling 
were taken with the worm. Mr. Musgrave fished the length between the railway 
bridges at Ambergate and Whatstandwell with his own make of flies (the chief 
peculiarity of which are {heir names) ; he took seven and a half brace of grayling 
and a few brace of dace. Mr. Walter Glossop, of Ambergate, also whipped the 
length between Cranford and Whatstandwell, and got three anda half brace, fair 
samples of grayling, No trout have been taken during the week. The river has not 
been tried with the fly much since Saturday last. Bottom-fishermen haye taken 
advantage of the downfall, and made some good catches of coarse fish (grub).—G 
ROBERTS BROWN. i 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these streams are still continuing low and clear, the weather has been fine, 
and during the night a touch of frost has been had, which has made the grayling. 
more on the feed, and sport better at the fly. The Willow and Green Insect continue 
the favourite fly, and several very nice dishes of fish baye been landed. The 
grayling taken have not been large, and are what are called shott grayling.. But 
few have been caught much over 41b., although now and then one lb. and 1}Ib, 
have been taken, Bottom-fishing has been dut, owing to the water being. so 
low. The worm is the best bait, The Pinsley is very low and clear,and but few 
have visited it,—GWYNNE. 

Medway (Tunbridge): 

The rain has made the water nice and fresh, though there has not been anything 
likearun. <A few baskets of roach and bream have been reported, but nothing to 
make an oration about. Chub are showing good sport under the boughs. Pike are 
being taken, On Tuesday, Capt. George on the upper water with a spoon caught no 
less than five, and missed another two. A Thames dace should prove an effective 
lure—YE MEDWAY WATER Rat. - 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The water being bright has made business rather slack this week. I can’t hear of 
much being done ; only in the jack fishing. A few decent ones have been taken both 
spinning and live bait. Nothing of importance will be done till we have rain to 
colour the water, although there are plenty in the waters. Subscriptions are required 
for fishing.—H. Rout, 

Reservoir (Elstree). 

Water now in good order for all-round fishing. Although the wind has been nort 
and north-east for the last fortnight, we have had some very good sport. Mr. 
Spindler, in one day, 123lb. of roach. One angler 91b. of roach in one day with 
boiled wheat, There have been some very pretty tench taken, but not a great number. 
There were some very good takes of jack last week, weighing from 4 to 6lb, each, and 
on the 19th Mr, Bollington a fine show of roach, tench, and jack, weighing 51b. each. 
Mr, Aldies, jack ; Mr. Swain, three jack, weighing 15lb. Some fine takes on the 
bank, roach weighing 3lb. each. On the 21st ult. Mr. Cooper, five jack, weighing 
301b., and Mr. Haver a good take of roach and perch, On the 24th ult., Mr. Cooper 
a good take of jack; on the 26th, Mr. Swain, jack and roach; on the 28th, Mr. 
Haver, a good take of perch and jack, and a stranger some good roach ; on the 29th, 
two gentlemen, three jack, 41b. each ; Mr, Cooper, three jack, one weighing 6lb. The 
fish are in good condition.—G, Gries tare 4 

ees. l 

A good flood came down on Tuesday, which set anglers astir early. On the 24th, 
J. Oliver got one 101lb, ; 27th, J. Bamlett one, 3lb.; 29th, J. Bamlett one, 7lb. ; and 
B. Chaytor, a fine fish of 10lb, Every prospect of good sport, as the river is getting 
into good order, and full of fish_—G. J. S. : 

Teme (Ludlow). 

This stream and all its tributaries are in fair order for fishing, but are low and 
clear. Rain has fallen in this part, and has slightly refreshed the water, and the 
fish have been taking the fly better. The flies on are the Willow and Red and Black 
Ant. For bottom-fishing the anglers have used the worm and maggot with success. 
But few trout have been seen of late, and now the season has come to an end, it is to 
be hoped that those anglers who should hook one will return it to the water as soon 
as possible, and not offer them for sale, as they have done in years gone by. A few 
pike have been landed of late, but they are only small ones, Little done in the 
Corve, Clun, Ony, or Ledwyche.—S. Luptow. ; 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream in this part is still keeping very low and clear : slight showers of 
rain have been had in this past, but has not made any difference to the water. Since 
the rain the fish have risen to the fly better, and several very nice dishes of fish have 
been caught with the Green Insect, Willow, and Red and Black Ant. Since there 
has been no wasp-grub the worm has been used, and good grayling and some coarse 


fish haye been taken, The water above the town has been fished, and some very nite 


—— 
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grayling taken with the Green Insect and Willow. The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche 
are all continuing to run very low. Fishing in them has been very dull of late.—— 
WORCESTER, : 

Torridge (Torrington), 

We had a nice little flood the beginning of the week, but the river is rather low 
again at present. I have heard of four peal being taken yesterday and to-day. The 
nets are off, and now there is about six weeks left for the rod men, Several Salmon 
have been seen sporting, but they do not take. A lad found the head and tail of a 
salmon this morning. The otters had left it close to the river.—PRACTICAL ANGLER, 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Anglers haye experienced very boisterous weather since our last report, and on 
Tuesday the river, through heavy rain on Saturday night and Monday, rose a dozen 
inches. There has been less doing amongst the barbel anglers at Shardlow, where 
the last big catch consisted of thirty-three fish, heaviest 5lb. On Wednesday, ten or 
twelve were got, and on Thursday a similar average was maintained. Mr, W. H. 
Cooper, of the Waltonians, has taken a very fine specimen of 6lb. 50z. out of the 
Holme Pierrepoint length; and this, at present, seems likely to carry off the 
Challenge Cup associated with the Wellington Association. The same angler has 
also taken a roach of 1lb. 7oz. Messrs. Stokes, Sheffield, and Coxon, Nottingham, 
have again been amongst the barbel ; whilst on Monday the latter had nine good 
chub with the wasp-grub. Roach and dace have taken freely to the maggot, but 
_the takes all round would have been better had the weather been more favourable, 
—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 
The rivers in good order at present, having had a good fresh down this week. 
The members of the Liverpool Association were down on Thursday, and had very 
good sport, killing more fish than they had done on any previous occasion,— 


BORDERER, 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Floods caused by the recent heavy rains have given trout-fishers one last chance 
before the termination of the season, but mostof the fish that have been taksn 
have fallen victims to the worm. The trout season has been a very poor one through- 
out; let us hope that the grayling will compensate for it. Weather to-day 
(Wednesday) very stormy, and more rain evidently impending.—FRANcIS M, WAL- 
BRAN. 

Windermere Lake and Tributaries. 

The net-fishing in the lake recently has scarcely been so productive as it usually 
is in the month of September ; but it is now proved beyond chance of contradiction 
that a good number of salmon have got to frequent the lake prior to the spawning 
season, which promises a chance of salmon-fishing in the upper streams—though 
that is in the prospective future. One of the watchers has been present when about 
thirty salmon were netted in the present season, and these of course, were returned 
to the lake, Char haveagain begun te take the bait, and a good many have been 
captured by trolling during the past week, but just wheu this description of fishing 
gets to the best the close season steps in (Sept. 30th). This is different to what it 
used to be, for I find in a Kendal newspaper of Nov. 7th, 1840, the following :— 
‘The char-fishing has commenced on Windermere Lake, and an unusually large 
quantity has been caught, considering it being so early in the season.” There was 
no close time in those days, and old fishermen assert that char were then more 
numerous and of finer quality than the present. After a fortnight of delightful 
weather there have been heavy rains, boisterous winds, brimful brooks, and flooded 
meadows, and rod-fishers have had a glorious wind up of the trout season, as the 
big ’uns are plentiful in the upper streams. I have not heard of any extensive 
catches in the Ruthay or Braythay rivers, though fair baskets have been taken. 
In Troutbeck, however, the grey trout have taken possession, and the very small 
description. of beck trout present during the summer months have entirely dis- 
appeared. The largest trout I have heard of captured in Troutbeck was one by W. 
Coward on Saturday last, which weighed 7}1b, caught with the natural minnow. A 
few days previously, John Backhouse got a brace, one of 5lb., and one a couple of 
ounces under. There wasa heavy downfall of rain on Sunday night, and the fol- 
lowing catches came under my own observation on Monday in the Troutbeck :—W, 
Coward, two of 31b., one of 2lb., and three from 11b, to 121b. ; G. Browne, 331b., 241b., 
and one of $lb. ; A. Benson, two over 1lb. each ; T, W. Benson, 21b., and one of $b. ; 
Knowles, five fish, weighing 8lb. 20z.; G. Benson, one of 2?lb. There were also 
several other rod-fishers out, who met with more or less success. On Tuesday, 
Coward landed a four-pounder, and lost one after a stubborn fight, the weight of 
which he estimated at 91b, or 101b.—W. 


Wye and Derwent. 

There wasa great quantity of rain fell both the latter end of last week and the 
beginning of this, which caused the Derwent to have very muddy thick water on it 
on Tuesday morning, and caused very many bottom-fishermen to turn out; but 
Iam sorry to say their takes were very small. The fish were dead off the feed till 
to-day (Thursday), when they have fed well at both top and bottom, and good 
baskets have been the order of the day, Honey Dun Bumble, Ash Dun, and Little 
Red being the best flies used. Fly-fishing prospects looking well for next week, 
Grayling rising very freely to-night (Thursday).—Guo, JAs. HATON, 


Wye (Ross). 

The fishing in this portion of the Wye this season has been very indifferent ; the 
river is too much poached to allow of an increase in the number of fish, and the 
size is deteriorating. There have been seyeral good runs of salmon, and a nice little 
fish was taken last week by Mr. Jas. Roy, who also hooked acouple of good onesa 
few days after. At present the Wye is much discoloured and rather high; but in a 
few days anglers will be able to resume work, and, no doubt, there will be some good 
sport. Immense quantities of salmon-fry are being taken by the local poaching 
fraternity—the Wye Preservation still being in existence, merely inname, There is 
a good supply of grayling in the streams, and with some fine weather good sport may 
shortly be looked for.—JoHN AND J, COUNSELL. 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


Drz.—About Kincardine O'Neil and Banchory some fair salmon-fishing was 
got after last spate, but the water is now very low. Mr. Spence hada grilse, and he 
and Mr. Johnston had lots of sea-trout on the Heathcot Deeside Hydropathic stretch, 
which is free to visitors. The whole of the famous Ardoe Pool is now included in 
the Heathcot stretch, On this and the other lower reaches, which are the best 
waters of the river in autumn for salmon, the fishing up to now has been backward 
this year ; but with the first spate, which surely now cannot be long in coming, the 
great many fish lying in the bay aad close in on the coast will ascend the river, and 
of them a fair proportion will, as usual, likely fall to the rod. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—In all our rivers salmon are now plentiful, and those lucky 
ones who know the haunts of the fish have been enjoying splendid sport. Recent 
floods have necessitated the use of bait, and judging by the continued heavy rainfall, 
the fly will have to be dispensed with. The best reports have reached me from the 
Annan—both upper and lower reaches. Dozens of well-known anglers have had 
some grand days lately, and to enumerate individual catches would fill nearly a page 
of the GAzeTTE, In the Nith the fish are very plentiful. Salmon anglers, in the 
true sense of the word, have a just complaint to make against the inactivity of the 
watching authorities and the local angling association in Dumfries, whose members 
are supposed to have pledged themselves to protect the Nith from the rude hands of 
the poachers, Taking advantage of a permission which is granted by the Town 
Council to angle free for “ white fish,” they commence operations at sunset about 
the pools with immense drag hooks, and continue until three and four e’cleck in the 








morning, They have been charged with this in the public press, and no denial has 
been offersd. If the practice is allowed to proceed without some action on the part of 
the Association, many privileges granted by the proprietors of fishings may be with- 
drawn, Surely it is not too much to ask those who have the granting of angling 
tickets—vhether public bodies or private individuals—to refuse applications from 
persons who have been repeatedly convicted of poaching. Some excellent baskets 
have been made in the Esk (headquarters at Langholm), Mr. D. Reid hooked a 241b, 
salmon, and only managed to land him after an exciting run of an hour and a half, 
Mr. A. McMillan, who hails from “the Muckle Toon,” proved the deadliness of the 
Stewart tackle by taking from the Esk, near Langholm, a fine fish of 15lb. Near 
Canonbie, Messrs. W. Armstrong and R. Steel secured monsters of 201b. and 23]b., 
also from the same river. The sister stream, the Liddle, has yielded up to the 
votaries of angling many fine fish, including large numbers of grilse and yellow 
trout.—B. 

Salmon fishing is now busily prosecuted, and since the close of the net-fishing 
there has been some successful takes. Among those who have killed fish were Mr. 
C, Inglis, Eccletfechan, two, 20lb. each; Mr. Sanderson, Castlemilk, one, of 11]b. ; 
Mr. Toddingham, one, of 18lb. ; Mr. Steel, one, of 111b.; Mr. T. Jardine, one, of 16lb. ; 
Mr. H. Jardine, one, of 7lb.; and Mr. John Gardiner, Lockerbie, a fine fish of 17]b. 
peeey cytes yesterday, and good sport is looked forward to during the next few 

ays.—J. W. 

ForsINARD HOTEL, SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—The lochs in connection with the above 
hotel continue to yield good sport, and trout are still in good order. During the 
six days of last week Mr. Pilkington was fortunate in making a total of 841b.-~ 
highest in one day 17l1b.—on the Baden lochs, with the hotel boat and old Donald 
Gunn as gillie. On Saturday Messrs. Micklejohn and Murray, on Loch Coorach, 
had 15lb, On the 27thand 28th ult. it was blowing a gale, so that no boat could float 
on a loch. 

LocHawek.—The following gentlemen, Col. Geddes, Messrs. Wollaston, Legat, 
Campbell (3), Lulke, Young, Sime, Berger (2), and Kissack, fished Lochawe and the 
hill loch, from the Tay.creggan Hotel last week, and had fair takes of trout, besides 
asalmon of 5lb. by Mr. Albert Berger, and one of 11lb. by Mr. Kissack. One trout 
of 2lb. was taken on Lochawe by Mr. Young. The baskets off the hill loch ranged 
from six trout to 4doz., and averaged fuliy toz—TAYCREGGAN HOTEL. 

OVERSCAIG HOTEL, SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—In spite of the lateness of the season, 
and cold and unpropitious weather, some good sport has been obtained in the lochs 
fished from this hotel, especially Lochs Shin and Merkland, during the last three 
weeks. Among other visitors, Messrs. Miles and Hallowes have secured 307 trout, 
weighing 1,48831b, Ever since the middle of June the lochs in this district have this 
year afforded very good sport.—DUNCAN MACKAY. 

Upyy Arms FisHpry, NewBurcH, ABERDEENSHIRE.—River in splendid con- 


dition, and fish plentiful; only favourable weather required to insure 
good sport. A salmon over 8lb, in splendid condition, was landed on 
the 25th ult. at low water, with a Phantom Minnow, by Mr, 


Clouston, artist, who also had the good and bad fortune of hooking another, play- 
ing him for a few minutes and losing him ; so much for salmon not taking in tidal 
water. Baskets for the week ranged from 5lb. to 18lb. I may also add that Mr, 
Warren, late postal surveyor, killed from the bank a sethof15lb. weight. The fol- 
lowing lady and gentlemen also fished the hotel water during the week :—Sergt,- 
Major J. H.and Mrs. Rogers, London ; Dr. Taylor, London ; Messrr. Andrew Taylor, 
Derby ; E. D. Dumas, Derby ; E. Tyler, London ; Lind, London ; Douglas, Airyhall 
House, Aberdeen ; Hugh Anderson, Hilton House; D. M. Milligan, Alton ; Eliot 
Curwen, London ; Dr. Milligan, Aberdeen ; J. Rennie, London; Milne, London ; and A. 
Murray, junior advocate, Aberdeen.—JOHN RITCHIE, lessee. 





FISHES’ REASONING POWER. 
INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS ON ICHTHYOLOGICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


THERE are but few people who know that fishes possess any intelligence and reason- 
ing power. In my long experience with them, I have many times witnessed actions 
on their part which could not have been performed if they had not possessed a cer- 
tain amount of reasoning faculty over and above whatis commonly termed instinct, 
with which all animal life is endowed. 

I will give the readers of the American Agriculturist a few observations which 
have caused me to believe that fishes can reason. In the winter of 1840 I hunted 
deer and fished for salmon trout in and around Bonaparte lake, Lewis county, N.Y. 
I fished by putting down one hundred hooks through holes inthe ice about four rods 
apart. These were baited with good-sized minnows, hooked in such a manner as not 
to killthem. After the lines had been down the first night I took from them in the 
morning twenty-five good-sized salmon trout, Hach successive morning thereafter 
I got a less and less number, until on the eighth day the number had diminished to 
about seven or eight. But the astonishing part of it was that the bait was gone 
from every hook just the same as it was on the first morning when I made the big 
catch. I knew that the trout were not all caught out, but it was very apparent 
that I could not catch any more without removing to a new ground and cutting a 
new set of holes, which I accordingly did, abouta quarter of a mile from my former 
grounds, There my results were the same as before, and after fishing seven or eight 
days I found it would be necessary for me to move again. One day I ran a line of 
hooks in such direction that one of them came over a rocky bar where there was 
open water. I saw there was an opportunity for an experiment, which I at once 
decided to try. I fastened the upper end of the line to an overhanging piece of 
brush, so that nothing could interfere with the bait below without decidedly moving 
the brush. Then I lay down on the ice with a coat over my head, so that I could 
look down through the clear water and watch developments. Presently a large, fine 
trout came along and began manceuvring with the minnow attached to the hook, 
and operating in the following manner :—He kept as close to the minnow as possible, 
and repeatedly snapped at it very cautiously, reopening his mouth before he had 
fairly closed it, so as to prevent getting anything in his mouth he did not want. 
When the lively minnow had swam away as far as the line would permit, the trout 
made a more forcible snap at it so as to cut it entirely from the hook. The minnow 
sank to the bottom and the trout went afterit and soon had itstored away. I then 
discovered why I had to move so often. Iimmediately baited the hook with another 
minnow and lowered it down; the trout came for it again and snapped at itas 
before. I letit sink to the bottom, where the trout went after it and swallowed 
bait, hook and all, and I never missed another one where I saw the trout working 
at it. ; 

But how came all the trout to adopt the same plan? I do not believe they could 
have done so if there is not some way by which they can communicate with each 
other. I have no doubt that they would have got the best of me again if I had let 
one get away, so that he could have held a consultation with his brethren. Trout 
are not the only fish which possess this reasoning power. We will take the little 
shad just hatched, with which many of our rivers have been restocked, particularly 
the Hudson and Connecticut, by the artificial method discovered by myself in the 
year 1867. When I deposited them in the river on either side they would start 
directly for the middle of the stream. They knew that there were thousands of 
larger minnows which roamed along the shore to keep out of the way of the larger 
fish in the middle of the stream, and they would eat up the little shad, which were 
too small for the larger fish to notice. Now if these little fish had not some sort of 
understanding, aside from instinct, Ido not think they would have pursued this 
course to avoid danger.—Seth Green, the American Pisciculturist, 


[Ee 
EE 
GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
aud Gentlemen to try his standard FLIHS for the present season, No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices; Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen, 
qrders punctually attended to.—(ADY‘7.) 
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LOCAL MOVEMENTS OF THE SALMONIDZ. 


Tuer following paper was read at the half-yearly meeting of the Scotch 
Fisheries Association, Edinburgh, by W. Anderson Smith, Ledaig, Argyll- 
shire :— 

The general movements of the Salmonide, in sea-water more especially, are so 
little known that it may help the subject if I endeavour to bring together a few 
facts concerning those frequenting the waters of this part of Lorn. Even 
should the facts in themselves not be absolutely new, they may corroborate, or 
suggest new departures for, the facts gathered by, or the observations still to be 
made by, other inquirers. 

The great water-way of the Linnhe Loch furnishes an admirable ground for 
the student of this particular class of fishes. For the lochs that form sub-waters 
are so extensive and so wide apart, that the various fishes have ample range and 
sufficiently diverse conditions to differentiate to a remarkable extent, quite 
enough to be readily distinguished one from the other by unscientific but other- 
wise skilled and practical observers. If, in the case of the herring—as is 
assumed on presumptive evidence—the varieties are mainly produced by variety 
of feeding provided by each loch or range of feeding ground, this can scarcely 
be the case with salmon, as this fish cannot be said to feed to any practical ex- 
tent in fresh water except in its early stages as parr and smolt, when it is just 
possible the peculiar characteristics may be given, however difficult it would be 
to distinguish them at that stage. 

At any rate, the salmon of the various rivers from the Lochy to the Nant 
gradually find their way into Loch Linnhe, and thence apparently proceed in a 
great body out to sea beyond Mull. What they do there it would be difficult to 
assert positively, as facts are greatly wanted in this connection ; but the proba- 
bility is that they go to fatten upon the herring, as most other fishes do that are 
greatly voracious. That the salmon must be of such a character, is abundantly 
evident from its rapidity of growth when it once gets to salt water. 

These fish go, not in one, but in various shoals through the season, and com- 
mence returning early, striking Mull near Lochbuy, and thence advancing by 
Kerrera toward Loch Linnhe. The consequence of this is, that the man who 
some years ago commenced a fishery on the island of Kerrera, levied virtual 
blackmail on the shoals that passed on to all the higher rivers, and made a 
marked difference on the fishing of such rivers as the Awe. 

As the shoals passed up Loch Linnhe the fish of the Loch Etive streams first 
left the main body, and then those of Loch Creran, Loch Leven, &c. Those of 
Loch Etive had thereafter to divide as they reached the Nant, the Awe, and the 
numerous other salmon streams that enter that noble loch. Now a remarkable 
but recognised thing is, that while the mouths of the Nant and of the Awe are 
close alongside, the fish of either will not enter the other beyond a certain point. 
Thus, those of the Nant may enter the mouth of the Awe should the water of 
the former river be too low to permit their ingress at all; but they will not 
proceed beyond the mouth. Again, the Awe fish have been caught at the head 
of Loch Creran, but not in the Creran river. They may blunder so far as to 
miss the mouth of Etive, but they apparently soon discover their error, and re- 
turn again upon their course. The difficulty of finding the entrance to Etive or 
Creran is not little, and it cannot be wondered at that a few fish occasionally 
fail to leave the main body along with their comrades. But it is to be wondered 
at that, finding out their error, they should start off again to repair it. 

When the fish come in toward the shore, they may be taken in the nets at 
Dunstaffnage Bay before entering the Etive Loch, and again in Aird’s Bay 
before entering Loch Creran, but once they have entered these lochs their course 
seems to be straight up toward the head in the case of Creran, or toward the 
Awe and Nant in the case of Etive. We are not aware of any case (except one) 
in which salmon have been taken in these lochs in shallowish water or near the 
shore. Those who “scringe” or seine for sea-trout do not find the salmon 
among their prey, nor do we believe that the salmon delays in ordinary cases 
between the mouth of the loch and the mouth of its own river. A friend in- 
forms us that only twice in twenty years nas he seen a salmon leaping in play in 
lower Loch Creran, and we have frequently observed the swift course of a 
salmon near the surface of the water in mid-loch, going straight toward the head 
of the loch without halting. 

The sea-trout, on the other hand, keep close inshore, comparatively speaking, 
and lay themselves open to the operations of the scringers. At regular intervals, 
more especially at spring tides in June and July, the sea-trout pass slowly up- 
ward along the shore to their various rivers, continuing to do so on till October. 
By the middle of November they have mostly left the fresh water. 

These shoals of sea-trout open up questions of great interest most difficult to 
answer. “ Sea-trout” they are all roughly called in the west of Scotland, but 
they undoubtedly represent several species, and perhaps many varieties. Not 
only have the fish of each several stream a character of their own, but they are 
found intermingled with the Salmo fario from the smaller streams, that have 
taken to the sea, and in consequence donned a livery of silver more or less pro- 
nounced. These include the common Salmo jfario, as well as the species 
Estuarius, which may be considered as intermediate. We have little doubt that 
the SaZmo fario takes to the sea at certain seasons, when we cannot find a single 
representative in the small streams that enter the Western Highland lochs. We 
have found them among the shoals of sea-trout and their dark-coloured con- 
geners inthe burns. it has long been well known and thoroughly proved that 
the external colouring and superficial characteristics of fishes alter readily under 
changed conditions ; and the marked differentiation evident among the various 
fishes in the different streams, as well as between the same fishes in the said 
stream or off them in the salt water, point to great facility of alterations and 
mobility of physical characteristics. 

We have also taken in certain streams fishes that we would have called sea- 
trout but for their complete absence of silver colouring, the marking pointing to 
them as bull-trout. 

These we are disposed to consider sea-trout that have remained long in fresh 
water and lost their silver coat as the Salmo fario acquires it in the salt 
water. 

These sea-trout shoals are most voracious ; we have taken young herrings in 
quantities, and squids also, from their stomachs, and this may be the reason 
they keep toward the shore in this progress riverward, in place of rushing 
thither in mid-loch. 

The salmon, on the other hand, when it approaches the shore, is not bent on 
feeding, although we have heard of them being taken by boys with line baited 
with sand-eels for flounders. They are like our best herring, which are no 
longer on the feed when they approach the shore for spawning purposes. It is 
extremely difficult to obtain facts regarding sea-salmon proper, or to distinguish 
them from the fish of the rivers in the vicinity of the coast where they are 
captured. Mull and the other islands have rivers and plenty of fish of their 
own, or else we might seek to ascertain what food they are supplied with when 
they first make the shores of Mull on their way to Loch Linnhe. These 
fish are sent to the South untouched, and therefore the question remains un- 
answered so far as we are concerned. But we wish to direct special attention to 





the point, believing as we do that the salmon goes to sea in pursuit of the 
herring, whose oily nature supplies the rich body of the salmon with its heavy 
juices, until the fish becomes so gorged and plethoric with its wealth of feeding 
that it becomes a prey to the parasite that is ever ready provided to prey upon 
any rich constitution, ‘This parasite, and its instincts of reproductions, drive 
the body of fish from the rich feeding grounds of the outer waters in toward 
the rivers, in which, although they may swallow some trifling article of food, 
they may yet be said to live upon their plentiful fat until—reduced to famished 
and voracious skeletons—they once more, as kelts, seek the outer waters, and 
the abundant herring harvest that awaits their onslaught. 

The fact that a fish will return in six weeks to its native river many pounds 
in weight additional points to a rich and plentiful supply of nourishment, that 
only this “rabbit of the sea,” as it has been termed—the herring—prolific and 
nutritious, could possibly supply to such vast shoals of large and voracious 
fish. 

Had the salmon hunted in isolated bodies like the small shoals of sea-trout, 
that do not apparently go very far out to sea, and are more readily supplied 
with an omnivorous diet, it might have been possible to understand their living 
on a mixed and widespread table. But their coming together in such important 
bodies, increasing as they pass seaward, points to an important food supply, that 
only the herring shoals, never absent from these outer waters, can well be sup- 
posed to constitute. oes 

The study of the food of most animals goes a long way to elucidate the 
principles that actuate their movements, and we wish to direct attention to the 
apparent fact that the salmon returns to the rivers and streams with such a 
store of vitality that it virtually carries them through the period of gestation 
and spawning, and consequently what it may or may not eatin these waters is a 
matter of trifling economic import. What we wish to discover is whether facts 
have been or are forthcoming to settle if this noble fish preys, like the bulk of 
our food fishes, upon the herring, as thereby we would arrive at another definite 
principle whereby its movements could be somewhat calculated. 

For the division of salmon in most rivers into spring, summer, and autumn 
migrations may be necessitated by the difficulty of procuring nourishment for 
the whole salmon population of a river in one great body, and through our 
modes of fishing out certain migrations we may really be lessening the power of 
a river, not by lessening its fish capacity, but by too great concentration of the 
fish shoals, that ought naturally to be spread over the year. We have looked 
upon the sea as inexhaustible, nor troubled ourselves about how or where the 
sea-salmon can derive nourishment; but the salmon will doubtless have arranged 
this to its own satisfaction long ere we set about altering the condition of the 
problem by unwise and inconsiderate fishing. 

In this connection it may be well to add that the sea-trout, while freely 
devouring herring-sile, does not apparently return so plethoric, nor so capable 
or willing to starve in fresh water. It is one of the most formidable enemies 
of the salmon, eating it in quantities in the early stages’; and while the 
youngsters can escape the voracity of the kelts by seeking shallow waters, the 
sea-trout is too well fitted to follow them thither. The undue protection and 
cultivation of the sea-trout is a matter to which careful attention should be 
given. It can people streams to which the salmon cannot aspire, but it levies 
heavy tribute from the nobler fish, and it may be well to ask ourselves whether 
the cultivation of the sea-trout conterminously with the salmon in some water 
is not an attempt to “eat our cake and have it.” In the smaller rivers and 
streams the sea-trout is probably the more valuable economic inhabitant of the 
two ; but in larger rivers it may be found that its presence is purchased at too 
great a price. Atany rate, we are satisfied from our observation that the habits 
of the two fishes are markedly different, and that in the case of the salmon the 
estuary of a river in such a water system as Loch Linnhe may really and truly 
extend beyond the island of Mull. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


PiscATOR.— What do you call “a reasonable distance from London”? Some anglers 
think twenty miles a reasonable distance ; others will go three times the distance 
to get sport. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


THE SALMO FEROX. : 

Sir,—I write to offer my best thanks to Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell for his letter 
and the valuable information it gives, which, in my opinion, quite settles the 
matter, and makes further argument needless, for here one of the most competent 
judges in Great Britain has weighed the evidence, examined and measured the fish, 
and pronounced the sentence. The measurement is decisive, and most sharply marks 
off the ferox from both the salar and fario by an important structural difference. 
“ Yarrell” gives the length of head of salmon, compared with total length of fish, 
as 1 to 5; Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s figures make the proportion in the trout as 
1 to 44, and in the fev as 1 to 3%. If we reckon the head of ferox as 6lin., as it was 
not quite 64in., the ferox is, therefore, the longest-headed of the Salmonideé ; and 
that, perhaps, in a double sense, for I made four excursions into the Highlands 
before I could fall in with one sufficiently unsophisticated to take the very tempting 
baits I offered, and when caught, one glance was enough to convince me that he 
was a distinct fish. I, however, neglected to take his dimensions, and am much 
obliged to Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell for his thoughtful care in doing so. In this, 
as well as in the whole range uf the science and art of angling, we are deeply in- 
debted to him. I beg to thank the writer of the most able and truthful 


_descriptions of Highland waters, Mr. Murdoch, for his remarks on the subject, for 


his clinching argument against the possibility of one of the gamest fish we have. 
being a kelt, or even a migratory fish, We may, therefore, now take it as an 
established fact that the ferox is a distinct species of the Salmonide—his faither a 
feroz, an’ his mither a ferox, an’ a’ the wee bairns feroz,—I am, &e., 
PISCATOR. 

[We think friend “ Piscator” assumes more than is warranted by Mr. Pennell’s 
letter. We confess we cannot see how a difference in the size of the head or in 
the colouring (when in all other respects the fish are exactly alike) can be claimed 
as proving a different species. From the photographs of the fish which, thanks to 
the courtesy of Mr. Pennell, we are able to publish, we should say that one is an 
old male in good condition, and the other a young female in good condition—and 
both are common trout, Salmo fario. You may call one feroa, in addition, to denote 
its ferocity, if you like.—Ep. | 


RANDOM NOTES—TENCH BITES—BUBBLES. 

Str,—I am sorry I cannot quite agree with your correspondent, Henry Downes, 
M.D., on the above-mentioned subjects, for within the past ten days I have fished 
with two gentlemen ‘from morn till dewy eve” on two occasions in a water swarm- 
ing with tench, Result, on the first occasion, not a single fish ; on the second, one 


bite—z.e,, from a tench. I can only say on one occasion the wind and weather were’ 


a 
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extremely favourable, and we used pretty well every worm known to anglers, in- 
cluding the red-headed worm—a worm for the most part found in rich garden soil, 
and often where dead leaves have rotted. It is about 3in. long; thin tail. I can 
only compare the delicate tints possessed by this worm to the colours to be found in 
a wild rose. We might just as well have fished with a tenpenny nail, 

Bubbles,—Your correspondent might wander by the side of a water I could take 
him to and see bubbles arise perhaps once in three or four hours where there is not 
a single tench. Howthen? I have certainly seen both barbel and tench stir up 
the bottom with their noses without the slightest sign of-a bubble arising, and I 
have seen both bream, barbel, and roach rout the bottom about, take in pebbles, 
grit, husks of dead insects, &c., and blow them out again; but no bubbles have 
arisen, There has been a dreadful commotion in the water, and that was all. 

Bites,—I must gently remind your correspondent that in nine cases out of ten tench 
do not make the float bob. There are several well-known reasons for this ; but I 
cannot stop to explain. This is what a most successful tench angler says (I have 
his letter, and I am sure he will pardon me for quoting it) :— 

“T see a sidelong movement, then in about ten seconds the float quivers, then 
vanishes.” 

Avother: “A slight quiver or shake, then a ghost-like rising up of the float (both 
roach and bream will do this with the float sometimes), then a kind of toppling 
over and steady descent, but no bobbing.’—I am, &c., M. A, 


TENCH BUBBLES. 


Srr,—Will your correspondent, Henry Downes, M.D., after making me watch for 
four hours for the bubbles to arise, like a superannuated owl watching for a mouse, 
guarantee that the bubbles are caused by tench, for it would be no good plumbing 
the depth, &c., if those bubbles were caused by a wretched 3oz, eel 7—I go &e., 

UZZLED. 


S1r,—Referring to Dr. Downes’ letter in your issue of the 25th, I wish to make an 
assertion with respect to “ bubbles,” If Iam not mistaken it is both possible, and 
also highly probable, that tench may be caught without a preface of “bubbles.” Of 
course, these are caused in the manner described, but may not the tench feed with- 
out the bubbular accompaniment? Another question arises: Are not “ bubbles 
caused by other agencies, or are tench the “sole agents” for the dara thera &e., 

oT AN “M.D.” 





Srr,—If your correspondent will refer to the Daily Telegraph of Sept. 21, 1886, 
he will see in the article referring to the frightful accident in Scotland the follow- 
ing: “ One of the simplest experiments in the chemistry of gases which schoolboys 
learn is how to procure a supply of marsh gas out of a stagnant pond by inverting a 
bottle with a funnel attached, and then stirring up the bubbles from the rank 
decaying matter at the bottom of the pond.” The question naturally arises, How is 
an angler on the look-out for these bubbles to distinguish them from bubbles sent 
up by tench—i.c., when the bubbles rise of their own accord, which they must do in 
all still waters sooner or later ?—I am, Xc., M. A. 





THE AIR-PUMP FOR LINES. 


§tR,—Will your second correspondent (FISHING GAZETTE, p. 165) kindly say who 
has before tried the air-pump for dressing lines? and, also, what is the wonderful 


result which takes place if there is varnish in the dressing? I ask for the sake of 
information, which he can, from the decided way in which he writes, doubtless give. 
I have not tried dressing-lines myself, but I speak from my experience in a much 
more delicate process—yiz., that of mounting insects in various fluids for the micro- 
scope, where the action of the air-pump is perfect. In reply to Dr. Downes, p. 180, 
when the air is extracted from the substance of the line, of course its place must be 
taken by the fluid in which the line is immersed.—I am, &c., 


Sept. 26. HY, R.G..S; 





THE TEME AT WORCESTER. 


Sir,—TI should be much obliged if you could tell me if there is any good grayling- 
fishing in the Teme which can be fished when stopping in Worcester.—I am, &c., 

63, Angel-court, London, E.C. C. R. Luoyp. 

[ Mr. Lloyd should write to Mr. A. Lacroix, sec. of the Worcester Anglers Associa- 
Oe Hae al Worcester. We are sure Mr, L, will give the desired information. 
—lD. 





WELSH HARP FISHERY, HENDON, 


S1r,—There was an enormous take of fish at the above on September 19th, and 
the following anglers (more or less) distinguished themselves :—Mr. Preston, one 
jack, 55lb. ; Mr, Waverly, one eel, 41b., and one bream, 431b. ; “ Darkie,” two bream, 
72lb.; Mr. Clarke, one carp, 6lb.; Mr. Comely, two jack, 91b.; Mr. Barr, one jack, 
6lb. ; Mr. Holloway, two bream, 8lb. ; Mr. Brown, three bream, 1131b. ; Mr. Rayment, 
five bream, 13}lb.; Mr. Colinson, one jack, 53lb.; Mr. Lopez, eight bream, 263lb. ; 
Mr, Mann, one carp, 931b. ; Mr. Harris, five jack, 241b. ; Mr. Wilson, one jack, 51b. ; 
Mr. Aldridge, two jack, 91b.; total, 155lb. The take altogether could not have 
been much under 2cwt., several anglers not weighing-in. The water is now in 
splendid condition for all-round fishing. Worms are the best lure for bream, and the 
bait should be well on the bottom.—I am, &c. M. A, 

P.S.—On the 26th September Mr. Harris took a pretty jack of 63lb.,and Mr. 
Ealand some nice bream. The morning was stormy and wet, and rather against 
fishing ; but in spite of this, Mr. Hall, of Kilburn, took asplendid roach at the head 
of the lake that weighed 2lb.—a very handsome fish, in grand condition, it was 
presented.to the Editor of the Sportsman. 





A PLAGUE OF AMERICAN WEED. 


Str,—As a regular subscriber from the commencement, I venture to ask if, 
amongst your “ Replies to Correspondents,” you could give me advice on the follow- 
ing subject :— 

[hold a large sheet of water, which is well stocked with fish; but it has now be- 
come so full of the American water weed that fishing is entirely suspended, and how 
to get out the weed I know not. Oan you advise me, or in any way assist me in the 
matter, and I shall feel greatly indebted. 

Ihave tried dredging with a specially-constructed rake, and have got tons of the 
weed out in that way, but it seems to make no impression.—I am, &e., 

Altrincham, Sept. 25, J.B. 

[We regret to say we know no means of getting rid of the American weed when 
once it has got well hold; as fast as you pull it out it growsagain. At one time 
this water pest threatened to choke up every stream in the country ; but, fortunately, 
it seems to have grown itself out in many districts, and is disappearing almost as 
rapidly as it came.—ED., | 
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WANT OF A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF NUMBERING HOOKS — AN 
APPEAL TO HOOK MAKERS, 


Srtr,—I am sorry to find that the suggestion of “I. R. C. S.” respecting a 
systematic renumbering of hooks should have elicited no response from any of your 
readers. Everyone must feel that the confusion is intolerable, and yet, year after 
year, we continue to put up with it. When an angler tells me that he uses a “No, 
15” hook, I have not the slightest idea of the magnitude of the hook he is referring 
to. It may be either a large hook for a salmon, or a tiny one fora minnow. Is it 
possible that the angling world look upon this state of things as incurable, and, pro- 
foundly impressed with the conyiction that “ what can’t be cured must be endured,” 
they feel the annoyance but complain not? Surely some of the more eminent and 
influential of the brotherhood will come forward and help to undo the tangle we are 
in.—I am, &c., M.R.C.S. 


[We have for years past advocated one general system in the numbering of hooks. 
We have now sent a letter to every firm of hook manufacturers of importance in the 
country, asking them, in the name of the angling community generally, if they will, 
on and after a date to be named by them, agree to number their hooks of all kinds as 
follows :—-000, 00, 0, 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7,8, 9, 10, 11, 12,13, 14,15, and so on, beginning with 
000 as the smallest. There can be no question as to this being the best and simplest 
method, as it leaves it optional to the maker to increase the size of his hooks 
indefinitely without upsetting the numbering, whereas if he calls his biggest hook 
number one, it is not likely to correspond with the biggest hook of another firm, 
and it is possible before long he may want to make a larger hook still—then he will 
have to call it 1, or begin another system and call it 1A. We shall publish the replies 
we receive. The plan of numbering which we suggest is that now in most general 
use, and we sincerely hope that manufacturers will consider the interests of their 
customers, and anglers generally, and adopt one uniform system.—ED. | 


MONSTER ROACH. 


S1r,—Referring to the 8lb. roach taken by Mr. J. Russell, of Wallsall, in the 
Keeper’s Pool, Sutton-Coldfield, near Birmingham, which was recently sent by 
Messrs. Nutting and Co., of Birmingham, to Mr. Cooper for preservation, it would 
appear, by the official catalogue of the Fisheries Exhibition of 1883, that astill more 
remarkable specimen has come within Messrs. Nutting and Oo.’s experience, they 
having shown Exhibit No. 903, a “roach in glass case weighing 33lb., caught in 
Soho Pool, Birmingham, by Mr. Jones.” It would be interesting to know whether 
this description is accurate. 

The late Greville Fennell, in his “ Book of the Roach,” page 18, says : “ We do not 
think there is any authentic evidence of roach much over 2lb., and few reach that 
weight,”—and adds, “‘ For some ten years we offered two sovereigns for one of 3lb., 
and six sovereigns for one above an ounce more than the latter weight—without 
success.” But that roach at rare intervals approach, attain, and even exceed 3lb. in 
weight, the following instances will testify :—The Field, 9th October, 1880, records 
the capture, at West Drayton, of a roach plumping next morning 2Ib. 10oz., and on 
the second morning 2Ib. 90z. The late J. H. Stead is credited with having taken from 
the ies in September, 1880, a roach weighing 2lb. 1230z., 17}in. long, and 12hin. 
girth. 

The Field, 13th November, 1875, states :—“ A roach 3lb. 1l#oz. was caught on the 
6th inst. in the free water of the Lea at St. Margaret's.” According to the Country of 
18th November, 1875, “it was bought of its captor for five shillings, but the buyer 
was quite prepared to give five pounds for a fish which is considered unique. It 
was shown and examined at the Hoxton Brothers Association, and also at the 
Walworth Waltonians, and we may therefore take the fact as sufficiently 
accredited.” ; 

The Field, 23rd October, 1875, says :—* A roach weighing 331b. was stated to have 
been caught in the Bedford Ouse in September, 1872, and was noted in our columns,” 
—tI am, &c., GIANT. 





THE LANDLORD ON THE LODDEN. 


S1r,—The advice given by “ Rusticus” in last week’s “F.G.” to the landlord of 
the George Inn is well timed, and also well meant —viz., with regard to night lines 
and eel traps. Now, I have often heard this landlord say that he would not give 
sixpence forall the fish out of water unless “ fairly taken by himself,’ of which he 
has a goodly few, if so taken, in cases around his parlour. Now, as the night line 
question has been discussed, I should like to know the meaning of those “ trimmers” 
riding so leisurely on the surface of the river, and have been for weeks past, which 
are observed and commented upon all hours of the “day” by piscatorial passengers 
by the G.W.R., also the S.E.R. If by taking fish in this manner is called taking them 
fairly, I shall keep my eyes open on these “trimmers,” and report when they are 
examined,—I am, &e,, OLD PIKE, 





WADERS. 


S1r,—I am sorry to see that no one has continued the discussion on waders started 
by Dr. Downes’ letter in your issue of the 4th inst. I had hoped that someone would 
take up the case of the ordinary waders—i.c., those made of angola, &c., with india- 
rubber between the stuff. If Dr. Downes’ statement as to evaporation and speedy 
perishing of the indiarubber is applicable to all wading stockings of this description, 
it isa serious matter to anglers, and the sooner makers cease from making that 
particular description, the better it will be. I suppose, too, that the statement 
is equally applicable to tweed and cashmere macintoshes, which are, I believe, made 
on the same principle. 

Personally, I shall be very glad if some of your readers will take this question up 
and thresh it out, as I shall have to invest in a pair of new waders next season (and 
there are, no doubt, hundreds of others in the same position), and should like to 
benefit by the experience of those who haye tried many kinds, and at last found the 
right one.—I am, &c., ORANGE PARTRIDGE, 


[We believe the best waders now made are those of leather waterproofed 
with indiarubber on the outside. We have no personal experience of them, but can 
rely on the testimony of many friends. They are made by Messrs. George Cording and 
Co., of Ayr-street, Piccadilly ; are light, will last several seasons, can be repaired, and 
will turn inside out, all but the foot, so that to dry them is easy. In the Fishing 
Cottage of the Mitcham Fishing Association, the other day, we saw six or seven 
pairs of these waterproofed leather boots, and the keeper told us that every member 
who once got them never used any other kind afterwards.—ED. | 


PRIZE ESSAY ON SEA-FISHING. 


S1r,—Thanks, Mr. Sachs ! I quite admit your correction. It was the “ray ’ I meant, 
only that I wrote it “wray.” I will put it thus: The liver of the ray is a most 
killing bait for bass, and I should be glad to hear eventually of success in its use 
from any gentleman giving it a trial in the prescribed form of my essay of 28th 
August ult.—I am, &e. 

Stowe Cottage, Sept, 29. 


SP PMERERATS EYE SRA DRE Sk DESIG; GLAS OAS 


F, 8. PERKIN. 





A NoBLE MASCALONGE oF 1858.—Mr. D. W. Cross sends us for exhibition at our 
office the photograph of an #. nobilior caught April 25, 1858, in a tributary of the 
Maumee River by Hon. Emory D. Potter, of Toledo, O. It weighed 48lb., and its 
roe—over 400,000 by count—weighed 5lb. 100z. 1t was weighed and photo- 


eared by Dx, E, Sterling, who made a plaster cast of it and of the roe,— American 
ngler, 








A-BROAD! 


A scribe of the News* 
Had peculiar views, 
As he sailed o’er fair Norfolk’s Broads ; 
One “ounce-and-half roach ” must be angling frauds, 
If as true when the scribe’s on’ another tack, 
He swore that the monkey went “ Quack, quack, quack ! ” 
It might be a duck, or it might be a drake, 
Or the Cockney Scribe might have done a “ fake”? 
On “nateral ’istry” he was far from awake ; 
But why didn’t the Editor correct ‘that “Quake”? 
Not the first in the Vews 
Of peculiar views. 


* Daily News, Tuesday last, 


RUvSTI-cuss, 


eee 





“Just throw me half a dozen of the biggest trout,” said the citizen to the fish- 
dealer, “Throw them?” queried the dealer. “Yes; and then T’ll go home and 
tell my wife that I caught ’em. I may be a poor fisherman, but I’m no liar,” 


Don’t Hurry !—The inexorabie train or tram must be caught, and if Mr, Pick- 
wick had had to catch a certain train every morning, an end would probably have 
soon come to the visits, and investigations, and note-taking of that famous club of 
which he was chairman. If it could be known how many persons had lost their lives 
only from hurrying to catch a certain train, the number would be astonishing. It 
tries the nerves of men on the bright side of forty ; but after that, especially when 
“flesh” had got “laid on,” a day comes when a man sees the train entering the 
station, He thinks he can “ do it,” puts on full steam, arrives on the platform as 
the whistle blows, and—sinks and dies as the train goes off. His poor heart had 
stood the strain pretty long, but stops at last. ‘Don’t hurry!” Modern life is all 
hurry, hurrying to make money, and too many, alas! hurrying only to die— 
RUSTIC. 





OUTING. 


ae = THE 
A WONDERFUL STATEMENT ’ j 
SHOWING THAT THER BENEFICIAT 'RFFEOTS GENTLEMAN S MAGAZINE OF 





OUTDOOR SPORTS. 
Conducted by POULTNEY 
BIGELOW. 

General English Editor : 
RICHARD GOWING. 
English Angling Editor : 
R. B. MARS LON, 


Very finely Illustrated by the best 
English and American Artists. 


PRICE ONE SHILLING. 


or “¥ \RNER’S BAFE CURE” 
ARE NOT THMPCRARY, EUT PERMANENT, 


THE objection is often made that the beneficial effects of 
proprietary wedicines are only tem and that the 
disease returns as soon as the use of tt ine is discon- 
tinued. ‘To meet this objection in the case of “ Warner's 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years after the cure was wrought. 
Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 8151882, says: 
—‘ Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
ae in sat of that organ, resulting from inflammation. 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottles of 
‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ the contents of 13 only of which I CONTENTS of AUGUST 
eid taken, a broughtaway about two ounces of stone; the NUMBER :— 
pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water Some “ 
is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. Frontispiece : HEAVING THE 
I ners ge “8 tay ape he of the ablest medical men LEAD, 
in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- i ¥ 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed I, The History of Amer® 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” can Yachting. III, | 
Writing under date of APRIL 27, 1886, this gentleman Illustrated, 
says: “ lt is now nearly four years since I discontinued the i 
use of ‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of TE Hansb Jate. en pene 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus ooting in the West. 
during BP Peron, no devas of fhe bad, heavy pain in the VI. Illustrated. 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ In ey ace the cure III. A Challenge. Poem, 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will IV. Around the World ona 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it, Bicycle. XI, 
Illustrated. 


, “ Yours faithfully, 
og A 4 5 — V. After Geronimo. VI, 
. = amnad, 5 


VI. Gipsying. Poem, 
: VII. A Bit of Racing. 
‘Station Master Navigation Station, Taff Vale Railway, 4 
Treharris, R.S.0. Glamorganshire, Wales.” 









By Arthur Coventry and 
Alfred EZ, T. Watson, 
Illustrated. 
VIII, The Last Voyage of the 
“Surprise.” IV, 
Illustrat) 7, 


IX. The Sunset Land, Y. 


Of all Booksellers and at Railway 
Bookstalls, dc. 


Lendon : SAMPSON Low, MARSTON, 
SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 188, 
Fleet Street, B.C. 





Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond the shadow ofa doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of “ Warner’s Safe Cure” are permanent. This 
permanency of power over disease givesit the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
many thousands? For sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and at the stores. Price, 4s.6d. If your chemist does not 
keep it, and will not order it, send your orders direct ta 
H. H. WARNER & CO., 47, Farringdon Street, London, E.G, 
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Betutifully Illustrated, and containing complete Cultural 
Instructions, ; 
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is quite ready to give a place to a statue of Izaak Walton if anglers 


Ocr. 9, 1886. 


LAMBERT & BUTLER’S 


TOBACCOS. 


JESSAMINE. 

MAY BLOSSOM. | 
PRIZE MEDAL BIRD'S EYE, 
WAVERLEY MIXTURE. — 
SUN DRIED HONEY DEW. 
GOLD FLAKED HONEY DEW. 


All the above are of the Finest Manufacture, and with the Registered Name 
and Trade Mark, a “Sphinx,” can be obtained of the principal Tobacconists, &c., 
throughout the United Kingdom. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 

i must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 
panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unle:s 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications, 

Tue FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Deulers in Lonaon 
and the Provinces, 











TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d, 
» Six Months = 5 4 


», Three Months ,, a ” » oh 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription, including 


” ” ” ” see ceevesese 
postage 12 6 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
88, Fleet-street, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.’ TELEPHONE No. 2679. 
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THE SUGGESTED STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN 
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL. 


OUR readers will see from the letter which we publish this week 
from the very Rev: Dr. Kitchin, Dean of Winchester, that the Dean 


will contribute the necessary funds. It appears that the total cost 
will only be about £80, and there can be no doubt that sum will 
soon be collected. Every angler who has any reverence for the 
memory of the Father of Angling will like to contribute to erect a 
statue to him. We shall be very glad to receive, and acknowledge 
in the GAZETTE, any subscriptions sent to us for this purpose. 

Will secretaries of clubs kindly bring the matter before their 
members? Cheques or Post-office Orders should be made payable 
to R. B. Marston, 188, Fleet-street, London, and marked “ For the 
Walton Statue Fund.” Asa commencement, we give the following 


first list of subscriptions :— Sense: 
The FISHING GAZETTE ....... pene cave trearsecrsas 3 3 0 
SEU OAAIMOLOUT A NOLOD: roi ncuccceocest dadeteeensi 010 6 
A Disciple of Walton ...........40- iGatacgeaisecens ese, 
1 Ol SNE AG ty er eepe eer eeveseccnesee Mea atintsatdalaletis ak 0) 
KE. Walton M. ......... eodeaaes qootuated eodinect esas 0:10 >6 





IZAAK WALTON. 


THE following charming lines appeared nearly 50 years ago in a work written 
by Martin F. Tupper, M.A., entitled “A Modern Pyramid to Commemorate a 
Septuagint of Worthies.”. They come in very appropriately at the present 
moment, when anglers are stirring themselves to raise a statue to Walton :— 


By guiltless guile the spotted trout to snare, 
In idlesse all unblamed to while away 
With contemplation sweet the sunny day ; 
To stroll in morning's dewy freshness where 
The stream invited, and grey-mantled sky, 
And so with buoyant float, or mimic fly, 
To win the sinless triumphs of thine art,— 
These were thy simple pastimes, kind old man, 
These are thy fame: yet would I praise thee_more 
For the rich treasure of a childlike heart 5 
That longs to compass all the good it can, 
_ Tender and self-forgetful, gushing o’er 
With cheerful thoughts and generous feelings when 
Loving thou yearnest on thy fellow men. 


It would be very unjust,” says Mr. Tupper, “ to account of Honest Izaak as 
a mere angler. He is far higher to be considered as a fisher of men. The 
‘quiet study’ of his gentle craft is but one phase of a happy, contented, and 
contemplative mind ; and no one can read his charming book on angling without 
being more humanised—nay, more Christianised by the perusal.” 





GroRGE JamES KEATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 28. per Dozen, 
® des punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 
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SIXTH “FISHING GAZETTE” TOURNAMENT. 
BALANCE SHEET. 


Debit. . Liat d. Credit. Be Os 
Subscriptions ..........+. 75 17 6 | Professional prizes ... 42 1 0 
AULMiSSIONS ......0se0eeeee 42 4 3 | Amateur prizes.......-. Lg rman 
Programmesamerecccsscse OT lom Gel Bandilces decccstenatscsetaes 10720 220 
Entries (amateur) ...... 12°. 7. G.) Printing: ..<..cccqses enerss 26 14 6 
Entries (professional) 3 0 O | Police, preparation of 
Proceeds of sale ......... 10125 9 ground, and for ser- 
Advertisements ......... 10 16 0 vices rendered....... 16-5710 
Exhibits ........ bcecaceeet) 2 12) 0) Baits for’ casting ...... Poe 

Carpenter’ (occesceessesees Ol a tHEO 
Commission onadvts. 111 0 
Postage, stationery, 
and miscellaneous 
EXPENSES... ..see0e are) bay E Sieh 
123 18 0 
BalanC.ccssoeceses dts a U7, 
Total secs Wrerees oak) OLA tO aU MOtAl tages vaswgn te. 161 5 5.,9 





The following resolution was adopted by the Committee with 
respect to the Switch-casting Competition :—“ That, in consequence 
of the very unsatisfactory state of affairs, both contestants protesting, 
the Committee request the competitors to cast the match over again 
at the next Tournament under conditions which both are to agree to 
beforehand.” 

The Hon. Sec. will feel greatly obliged if the gentlemen who have 
any of the baits used at the Tournament will kindly return them to 
him, as it is important that they should be kept for future com- 
petitions in order that a proper record of distance may be obtained. 
Hon. See’s. address, 5, Matson Villas, Richmond, Surrey. 








PRIZE __ ESSAY. 


FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT WITH THE WET FLY. 
By E. M. Top. 
(This Essay gained the First Prize.) 


FLY-FISHING for trout with the wet fly demands, in the first in- 
stance, a few preliminary remarks as to outfit. The rod should be 
one-handed, and its length and weight naturally a matter for the 
angler to decide upon himself. For instance, one fisherman uses a 
heavy rod of 13ft. with perfect ease and precision, and another finds 
a 10ft. rod fatigue and palsy his wrist. The breadth of stream and 
the amount of water to be commanded must be very sensible factors 
in the choice of a rod. For my own part, I like one (suchas I 
have used for 20 years) of 12ft., or even 11ft. Gin., and such a rod, 
built by Forrest and Son, of Kelso, I deem the perfection of a rod. 
Indeed, his name is sufficient, and the wise will purchase his 
first quality, all made of picked and seasoned wood. 

The luxury of an American cane-built fly-red is obvious ; but the price is 
rather prohibitive to many an angler. The reel I use is one of 2+in. im diameter, 
with a click ; but it must run out freely. Inow prefer the prepared American 
tapered lines to all others; this, with a length or two of hand-twisted horsehair, 
white or grey, should set up anyone. 

Occasionally I dispense with this hair casting-line, and simply place two or 
three good stiff threads of gut at the top of my fine-drawn gut casting-line, 
tapering them carefully, and attaching the gut-loop to the reel-line by a knot. 
I make a tight knot on the end of the reel-line and cut the end off close, and 
then anyone can put on the casting-line in a few seconds by tying a simple 
knot over the gut-loop. 

For fly book, I prefer two rather small-sized ones, one in either pocket, to a 
large one, however commodious and elaborate. The one thing I must have is 
fine drawn gut, and this being so, it is monstrous to suppose that I can tolerate 
trout flies which are tied on thick gut. I am of opinion, however, that for the 
tail fly alone is the finest gut an absolute necessity ; and for the “droppers” 
gut which, though not thick, is yet fairly stiff, the best suited. Very fine gut 
used for these flies gets soft when wet, and is apt to twist round the casting- 
line. 

I never put the droppers on with a loop, but tie them with a double knot 
just above a knot in the line, giving them the inclination to hang towards the 
reel-line, so that in use it stands out straight. ; 

I generally use three, about 3ft. to 3}ft. apart, so I have generally a gut casting- 
line larger than my rod by a foot or two. Baskets we all know about ; but I 
am much struck by the wooden creels made all around Carlisle, painted white 
inside, and sold by the widow of the late Dicky Routledge, the best practical 
angler of that wide district, and who used nothing else. ; ; 

I was struck at times, in a windy day with heat, or in a drying easterly wind, 
to find my trout inclosed in a wicker pannier all shrivelled up, whilst his 
remained firm and moist. Moreover, the wooden creel can be used as a seat, 
which is a consideration in wet weather. I still have a French wicker basket, 
but I seriously think of supplanting it with a wooden one if I am in Carlisle 
this year. A landing-net is a necessity, and should be light and handy, and easily 
carried about. I have a plan of my own, which needs a special paper, and which, 
with drawings, I intend to publish for the benefit of others, as it has been of 
enormous service to myself for many years, and was my own idea from first to 
last. It would take up too much room in this paper to describe it properly. 

Next come flies, and here we must be guided, to a certain extent, by season, 
state of river, and of wind, &c.—‘ fly on the water,” last, not least. Many use 
eyed-hooks, but, as yet, I do not like them for wet fly-fishing. I wish I could 
honestly say that I do. In my hands they don’t seem. to kill well, and I, 
consequently, seldom or never put one on my line, although I possess some 
of the most beautiful specimens, tied by that master of his art, Holland, late of 
Failsworth, near Manchester, now in Salisbury. 





Sei, RAZOND GRD ik AEE Be 5 aa Ne en eres 
* This illustrated account of Mr, Tod's plan of carrying the landing-net appeared 
recently in the GAZETTE, 
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It may be prejudice, and partly my bad luck ; but I lost faith in them after 
due triai, and so far am I from being prejudiced, that if I fished side by side 


with a man who was killing trout with eyed-hooks as well as I was, I should 
certainly adopt them, and use nothing else. It is obvious to anyone, provided 
they kill equally well, that they are the hooks of the future, and if they but 
achieve this, I know that they will be found at the front, despite failure or 
prejudice of mine or of others. 

At present, when I dress flies, and I have tied any number, I have the 
finest wires I can purchase—round bend blue steel, such as Hutchins and Son, 
of Kendal, turn out, and these dressed on finest gut. Those intended for 
“droppers” can be tied on gut not quite so fine—short lengths, or even tied 
on both ends of a thread of gut, afterwards cut in the middle. Ih 
myself, having found them crack at the weak point where gut and steel join, 
get Holland to tie mine on the principle already explained fully in the Frst- 
ING GAZETTE, in two separate papers, illustrated—‘Mr. Tod’s Triple Gut 
Hinge” ; the fly, having three threads close to the head ‘to play upon, must last 
longer. 

It would seem ridiculous to take up time enumerating the various flies and 

the manner of dressing them, from the good-sized March Brown of the early 
spring to the double-hooked Midge, so deftly tied by Forrest, of Kelso, or the 
“Little Cuss,” so faithfully and beautifully tied by Holland. People laugh, I 
fancy, as I speak of one or two old friends, for I never go without them! I 
place in the van Greenwell’s Glory. It has taken the best place with me many 
a day in the Eden, Cumberland (even though spider flies are all the rage there), 
the Tweed, Teviot, the Tummel, and even far north on the Naver, as it issues 
out of Loch Naver. It is about the best fly I ever saw for general use. Canon 
Greenwell deserves all our thanks for his fly, and mine are gladly accorded here. 
Then a fly I used to dress hundreds of, is Starling Wing (inside of feather), and 
the neck hackle from same bird ; body, orange silk, with which I dress the fly— 
nothing else—woodcock wing and soft hen’s hackle, black, red, and dun, or even 
hare’s ear, and you have my ordinary flies. 
. Luse the duns, the Willow Ply, the anything, in fact, upon which I find the 
trout feeding. One cannot go wrong to imitate nature, and no fly will kill 
when the March Brown is “up” so well as a close imitation of that fly. At 
times, however, trout keenly take a fly which bears no resemblance to the fly on 
the water ; and I believe that they are not so very particular, as ie are, as to 
minutie. The one point to insist on is to have the flies tied lightly, not a 
mountain of wing and hackle, as in dry fly—at least, like some of the dry flies 
used. 

The colour of the fly on the water should be nearly approached, and when 
this is done’ the rest remains with the fisherman. I, for one, tie my flies very 
simply, and I find that in my hands they kill well, and many a man with a book- 
ful has been grateful to me for a few of my own, when he has seen my basket, 
and found his book much fuller of flies than his creel of trout at the riverside. 
I say all this without a thought of brag, which I despise heartily ; but to em- 
phasise the truth of my theory, that, given a near approach to the fly on the 
water, light dressing, fine wires, and fine gut, the rest is in the hands of the 
fisherman. 

Now, as to casting the line. I cast from the wrist and forearm, with 
a quick, sharp swish, and I always avow that I can tell a good man when I hear 
him fishing. No tyro can make the peculiar coot! coot! which the point of the 
rod makes as it cleaves the air at each throw, particularly with a light wind dead 
against one, and I have seen many fishermen stare to see me casting, in the teeth 
of a good wind, with drawn gut, and under such circumstances the “coot,” as 
the rod whistles through the air, is a pleasing sound. I was once fishing that 
hard-fished river, the Teviot, and I saw a fellow with wading trousers at work. 
I stood some distance off, and this is what Isaw: He was fishing the Walker’s 
boat hole (below Nisbet), down the centre of which runs a strong stream, 
having an eddy at the further side, where is a steep bank with willow bushes 
growing here and there close to the water. He was wading pretty deep, his 
face up stream. The day was fine, with a light wind—in his face—down stream. 
I was below him, and the little wind there was brought the sound of his rod to 
my ear. I was perhaps 50 or 60 yards off. I said to myself, “Who is this 
intruder ?” for I had fished the river many a year before, though I myself now 
was the visitor to the dear old neighbourhood. As I stood still, I heard the 
sharp sound repeated at every cast, and as I watched the process intently, I 
noticed that the hand and wrist wielded the rod without any apparent effort, 
and that the line never was allowed to dwell on the water more than a few 
seconds. Coot! coot! coot ! on it went, “ Hang the fellow,” said I ; “ heisaperfect 
past-master. I don’t think I ever saw a man fish better, if so well. 
Who can he be?” And when I went home to my friend D——’s house, 
T said to him: “ Old fellow, I have often heard of E——, but I believe I have 
seen him to-day, for I never saw a man fish more perfectly since I handled 
rod.” And I found that I was correct. He would make a few casts upwards 
on his own side towards the “ thin,” and then gradually work round to the 
main current, and so over to the eddy beyond, and then moved on. He did 
not kill many, and was pestered, I saw, with smolts ; but the whole process was 
a treat to me, or to any save a “ jealous fisher.” Subsequently I was fishing the 
Kale and F saw him at work, and we sat down together and had a long yarn. No 
better man ever put hand to a rod. He is a private gentleman, but I was 
staggered to hear that his keenness was wearing off of late years. 

Now, in introducing this I have tried to show how a river clear as crystal, con- 
taining trout, fished hard by men who use fine tackle, and which has not a very 
large body of water like the parent stream, the Tweed, ought to be fished. 
(N.B.—The river was low. Had it been full he would have thrown more across 
and allowed the line to dwell longer.) I remember a very odd circumstance, I 
was fishing the Tyne (Haddington) up, and giving a boy'a lesson. I fished up 
stream, and turning a bend above me was a fisherman coming down to meet 
me. The angle was so sharp that I saw his line cast time after time before I 
saw Aim, and I said : 

‘Look! see how clean and quick each cast is delivered. The man, whoever he 
may be, is a fisherman, and a right good one, too! ” 

We afterwards met, and I found he was a nephew of a neighbouring baronet, 
and the crack man on the Tyne. 

This is no imaginary yarn, but a statement of facts occurring but a few years 
ago, when I was on a visit to an old friend at Prestonpans, whose son took me 
by train to the Tyne, a river I had once before fished years ago, and never since 

ave seen. 

In a large river my plan is to cast above and across, allow the line to float a 
few yards, and repeat the cast wading down; but I vary my style of fishing 
very much, For instance, when the river is low, and particularly when trout 
are rising well, I adopt the principle so beautifully exemplified by E in his 
fishing of the Teviot just described. 

<7 20 you cannot float the flies too much ; and I wished always in the old days, 
as-I do now, to grasp the hand of a true dry fly adept on 'Tweedside, to see 
what he would do when the trout were feeding, and the fisherman, doing his 
best, regularly done brown by the cunning old 





THE FISHING GAZETTE. 





“foxes.” Such days all of us 
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experience on the Tweed, and particularly on the Teviot, its main tributary. 
Then, when the fly is not “up,” I often try (it is well to try all manner of 
tactics with a eunning foe) the sinking of the fly several inches beneath the 
surface. I have often killed fish thus, when it was useless to float the fly. 

With a good high wind going dead against the pool and making a wave, I throw 
across and above, drop the rod’s point rather down stream close to the water, 
and, keeping my finger off the reel line, let it sink for a few yards, and then 
give ita little subtle motion. This kills well at times, though it would be a 
rotten principle, and must be the crutch, not the staf’, of the true fisherman. 
Again, I have found it pay thus : Many years ago, to illustrate it by another 
narrative, my friend, Capt. D , then a young fellow like myself, was fish- 
ing the Tweed, at Maxton, one fine evening in May. He being my guest that 
night, I made him dish a lot of streams in front of me, whilst I fished some 
forty yards behind him over the same water. He was a capital “ fisher,” as all 
his family were and are. Nevertheless, he was doing nothing, and my reel every 
now and again was going out with its shrill music, causing him to look round 
his shoulder pretty often. 

At last he turned round and shouted out (we were both wading down stream), 
‘How the deuce are you hooking your trout ? J can’t get arise!” I laughed and 
said, “ You haven’t the knack,” in all good humour; but I knew well that he 
could hold his own with most fellows on the Teviot, and was pretty good on the 
Tweed. This was the difference: he simply fished the surface, and the 
trout not feeding on the surface, he fished in vain. Now, I had remarked that the 
evening fly came on én clouds about 8 p.m., and I had noticed a tendency about 
seven o'clock for trout to take a sunk fly an hour before the usual time for dinner. 
My brain fell a-thinking one evening, and Icame to the conclusion that some of 
the flies (I may say that I am shamefully ignorant of natural history in this 
respect, save from observation), not waiting for eight o'clock, tried to emerge 
from the bottom and burst their tiny wings on the surface, but were seized upon 
by the trout, either on their way to the surface or when they were carried 
forcibly down stream nolens volens ; and I fished thus :—I cast well to the far 
side, but downstream, a long line ; then I held up the rod and so began dropping 
the rod, all the while allowing the fly to sink, until the rod and line 
were straight below me, giving a motion all the time to the flies. 
You see, in a swift stream, such a thing can’t be done fishing up, particularly if 
the wind be down stream; and I found I was constantly hooking good trout, 
but losing an abnormally large proportion, from the fact that they went down 
stream pell-mell at the first, and I, though I tried hard to let out line as quickly 
as possible and get to shore, found that the strain was too great, and I lost very 
many. Still, I utterly nonplussed and “licked into a cocked hat” my friend— 
native bred and born though he was to the district. Tf this proves nothing 
more, it proves that no hard-and-fast rule should be rigidly adhered to. Yet 
another instance of the value of an invertive faculty.. My old preceptor, Mark 
Aitken—an absolutely reliable man, and a splendid “fisher”—told me the 
story many a year since (he has joined the majority long ago). He was fisher- 
man to the Marquis of Lothian, and was on this occasion very anxious to get a 
basket of trout for his master’s table. He had been fishing all day, and was 
baffled, had reeled up, and was trudging homewards along the riverside, 
when he suddenly espied some trout feeding keenly on the further side 
of a pool overhung by trees—what trees I fail to remember. He 
waded in, and began work. He had two flies (he seldom used more in the 
Teviot, placing them 6ft. apart). His tail fly was woodcock and hare’s ear—the 
light part of the hare’s ear—no hackle. By the way, his were the plainest of 
flies, and he used but few varieties, and yet he stood alone as a finished angler 2 
but fine gut and light dressing he swore by. He fished his best, casting over 
the trout as they rose ; but, as he used to say quaintly, ‘I micht as weel ha” put 
on ma hat.” 

He was very observant and patient, and so he waded in still further, and tried 
to find out by inspection, the fly on the water. i 

“Tt was nae flee at a’, sir,” he would say, “ but a wee roon (round) seed drappin’ 
doen frae the trees, that was settin’ them on the feed,” 

T remember his remark : “I gaed back, thinkin’ I was fairly beat this time, 
and sat doon,” 

However, he soon thought of a practical imitation. He plucked the wings 
off his tail fly, taking the dropper, I think, off altogether, and this left a round 
knob of yellowish hare’s ear on the hook, and nothing besides. He then waded 
in again, and at his first cast he hooked a trout. Nor did his sport terminate 
till he had filled his large “creel” to the lid, all with the little round 
ball of hare’s ear, imitating the seeds dropping in the water so well, 
He used to say, very gently, that it was a sort of thing seldom, or never, to be 
repeated in a man’s lifetime ; but he used to point out the necessity for fishing 
“with brains,” as well as “with flies,” by such instances. I may add that 7 
have seen the trout feeding on the selfsame small seeds more than once, but all 
my efforts to imitate them failed signally. Still, knowing the character of the 
man, his quiet, unobtrusive nature, and his high principle, I state it as a 
fact, for I never met a man more reliable, so entirely truthful in fishing 
matters. The fishing of small tributary streams with the wet fly 
embraces all the best principles of fishing up stream. Never fish down is my 
rule, in a small water, if the wind allows you to fish up. Keep out of sight— 
by wading below your fish, by taking advantage of bushes, by going on your 
knees, and so forth ; and in such small rivers of which W. C. Stewart was the 
exponent and fit teacher, I should be inclined to say, adopt his principle of 
wingless flies—spiders, in fact, Grouse, Partridge, Black, Blue, Red, and ‘so forth 
—and fish up! fish up! casting incessantly, Use such a rod as you can manage 
with ease ; a built-cane rod from Hardy Brothers, if you can afford it, would be 
a great comfort, and good luck to you ! 


A 








SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXyV. 


By W. Murpocu. 
THE KIRKAIG (SUTHERLANDSHIRE), 
(Continued from page 163). 


THE Kirkaig is so hill-girt, and possesses such a considerable agere- 
gate descent, that were it not for the series of large lochs above the 
Fall the fishable waters below would be subject to frequent sudden, ' 
and high flooding. The upper reaches of the main channel and 
tributary streams quickly flood into heavy spate after tremendous 
downpours of rain on the hills and upland slopes, which, in conse- 
quence of their general barrenness, run the water speedily off. 

The great body of the rain-water is, however, received by the lochs, which, as 
its natural reservoirs, prevent its sudden escape and the consequent flooding of 
the lower reaches to the same extent as the upper. But while thus regulating ; 
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the outflow, the lochs in their capacity as reservoirs are, notwithstanding, occa- 
sionally somewhat against sport, as, for instance, during prolonged tracts of dry 
weather the river seaward is not put into good ply for a short time by a single 
heavy shower like other small impetuous rivers without lochs in their basins. 

In summer, the weather on the North-West Coast is usually of a very broken 
character, and heavy rains—on the mountain ranges particularly—occur with 
considerable frequency. This marked and almost continuously prevailing 
humidity, combined with the action of the lochs (as indicated), accounts for the 
strong and regular flow of the chief salmon rivers in the district, The most 
prolonged spells of fine dry weather—clear and bracing—during the tourist 
geason are commonly experienced between the middle of August and the end of 
September or first week of October. Winds from the sea generally bring showery 
weather to the sea-board, and inlandas far as the watershed of the country, 
while breezes from the land almost as generally bring drought to the same 
localities. The longest tracts of continuously dry weather experienced in Assynt 
and Coigach are seldom of sufficient duration to reduce the Kirkaig to an ex- 
tremely low, and therefore entirely unfishable, condition. At the time, anyhow, 
that fish are most plentiful inshore, there is usually ample volume of water in 
the river to induce them to ascend. The Kirkaig, when in perfect ply—in 
medium or larger than medium volume—is a tempting river to cast a fly on, 
as the water is always of that peculiar peat-brown colour which salmon anglers 
of experience so delight to see, and consider the choicest of any for angling. If 
fish are running up in considerable numbers, every pool ought to be fished from 
end to end, and attention given to all odd corners, little flats, and likely streams 
other than regular casts, as there is really no knowing where fresh-run fish, 
ready to take, may be resting on such occasions, especially if the river happens 
to be running in greater than average volume. 
~ The Kirkaig is of little note as a trouting stream. Common river or brook 
trout are, it is true, quite plentiful in its waters ; but few exceed IIb. in weight, 
and the best of them are poor in quality, in consequence of the stream being so 
generally rapid and wholly without sheltering banks and aquatic vegetation. 

everal fairly large, and a couple of dozen small, darkish trout may be caught 
almost any time during the season in the course of a forenoon ; but June, July, 
and August are, on the whole, the best months, and flies of a medium size are 
much more deadly than small ones. Fine gut casts are never absolutely neces- 
sary unless the water is unusually low, and the weather, at the same time, calm 
and warm. The. trout are free risers, but owing to the little sport they give, as 

a rule, anglers seldom fish for them, except to while away the time when salmon 
are altogether off “ the take.” ‘ 

’ Bull-trout ascend the Kirkaig late in the season, but not in great number, 
and they very seldom rise to the fly: A good many years ago one of 15lb. 
weight was caught with rod and line by a gentleman fishing for salmon. 
None, however, approaching anything like the same weight have been caught in 
the river since. There is no fish of the Salmonide family more difficult to lure in 
the waters of the mainland than a bull-trout in perfect condition. This is re- 
markable, as, in the Western Isles, bull-trout, fresh run, often’ take very freely. 

In fishing for sea-trout in the Kirkaig, anglers rarely meet with particularly 
great success. Most of the runs take place, and the principal sport is obtained, 
during the months of August, September, and October; but the river 
is never very well stocked at the best, and the fish, without 
exception, unless pretty newly run, are very dour and difficult to 
move, especially with fly. The Sea Pool, at the Bay, yields better 
sport, as a rule, than any of the river casts. If a suitable time for fishing 
it is chosen, half a dozen sea-trout—a couple of them, say, from 2lb. to 3lb. 
weight—may be caught by a single rod in the course of afew hours. After 
¢oming inshore, sea-trout and finnocks both remain in the Sea Pool for some 
time, instead of-pushing right on to the pools above, All the following Iures— 
noted killers—work well at one time or another :—Fly, Creeper, Tube, 
Wriggler, Devon, Dandies, Dulce Wingers, Lobster Horns, and Rock Robins. 
Sea-trout of a large size are every year becoming less and Jess numerous in con- 
sequence of the extensive use of nets of a very small mesh. Most of the gillies 
on the Kirkaig consider small Jock Scotts and Blue Doctors the best flies for 
sea-trout and whitling.  . . 4 

“In July and the first half of August the pools of the lower beat usually afford 
better salmon and grilse-fishing than alrhostany of those of the upper beat. 
This doubtless is owing, in a great measure, to the fact that most of the fish 
ascend the river by easy stages. The swift-flowing nature of the water may, to 
some extent, account for their running up so slowly ; but this is merely con- 
jecture, as in rivers equally rapid fish, without ever resting, ascend a much 
‘greater distance than the whole length of the river from the Sea Pool to the 


Fall. The many tempting lies and rests in the successive pools of the lower 


beat offer great inducement to the fish to delay pushing on, hence the reason for 
the best sport being obtained in the lower reach during the earlier part of the 
angling season. Fish with the tide lice on them are seldom caught in the 
‘upper beat—positive proof that few ever run the whole of the lower pools in 
the course of a single day. In the “backend” the upper pools contain more 
fish, and give better sport, than the pools of the lower beat. ‘Towards the 
ent the season the Fall Pool is always amove with salmon, grilse, and 

‘out. 

Poo.s. 

The Kirkaig contains the following named casts, in order as given, com- 
mencing at the top of the 

UPPER BEAT :—Fall Pool, Fall Pool Stream, Smash Pool, Nettle Pool, 
Black Nettle Pool, Spring Pool, Little Fall Pool, Red Lump Stream and Pool, 
Caas Stream Pool, Otter Pool, Bow Pool, Arrow Pool, Campbell’s Stream, Black 
Pool, Durach Pool. 

LOWER BEAT.:—Red* Pool, Red Streams, Medder Pool, Turn Pool, Little 
Kirkaig, Hazel Pool, Heather Pool,’ New Bridge Stream, Old Bridge Pool, 
Elder's Pool, Elder's Stream, Sea Pool. : 


The Kirkaig possesses a fair extent, of moderately good spawning ground ; 


but many of the shallows, from being so rocky in the bottom, are not frequented | 


by fish at the redding season, The pebble, too, in many of the runs of thin 
water is too coarse and firmly embedded to be of any service from a salmonising 
point of view. 

The angler can either walk or drive’ to the fishing as he sees fit. The lower 
beat of the river is about three and a half miles from Loch Inver Hotel by the 
county road.’"Phis road, for about a mile and a half outward from Loch Inver, 
is of a very winding and up-and-down character. The first place it touches the 
river is at the Elder’s Pool, ‘where the angler who fishes the lower stretch usually 
rigs up his rod. When a drive. is resolved on, parties on the roaster for Loch 
Fewin usually take ‘advantage of: the conveyance and share the expense. All 
concerned arrange amongst. themselves the night before as to the time for start- 


ing. Some anglers start off on foot early in the morning in order to have the 


full forenoon onthe river. The earlier part of the day—up to noon—and the 
evening are reckoned the best times for sport. .. 

Under ordinary circumstances it is almost. useless| to thrash any of the pools 
of, the lower beat of the Kirkaig for any length of time, as the chance of killing 








a fish after having fished.a cast twice over is very small indeed. A fly known to 
be sufficiently large should be mounted in the first instance, and if it fails another 
and somewhat smaller one should be tried, and if it too fails the angler should 
at once proceed to a fresh cast. In the swift-flowing and opener of the catches, 
which, by the way, are generally the best yielding ones, the fish usually come at 
the first, or, at least, at the second fly presented to their notice—that is to say, 
if they come, or mean to come, at all. The pools are small—comparatively short 
and narrow fora salmon river ; hence, in thrashing any one of them for a long 
time without intermission, the angler, instead of coaxing the fish into taking 
humour, only frightens or surfeits them, In crossing a cast with more than a 
couple of flies, without giving it a substantial rest, time is certainly wasted, 
unless the river is pretty high and a good many fish ascending at the time. 

If good takes are a-going, the best way to secure a good take on the lower beat 
is for the angler to start from Loch Inver in time to reach the river by 9 a.m. 
Between starting and one o’clock he should occupy the whole time in fishing from 
the lower to the upper pool, and after putting off an hour or two lunching, 
prospecting, botanising, &c., &c., recommence fishing, going seaward. 
Resting for a short time after fishing each pool, he can easily have the lower- 
most cast fished by 7 p.m.—in time to return for the 8 o’clock dinner at. the 
hotel. In having a good long day, and fishing the river as suggested, 
one makes the most of his chance, as during the considerable time he is out 
there is every probability of fish running up, and these, by his fishing down, if 
not taken, are at least crossed with the fly. While “ thrashing” is to be avoided, 
there ought, at the same time, to be no hurrying over, as the missing of any 
part of a cast may happen to be tantamount to missing a fish. The Kirkaig 
and Inver anglers usually exhibit their trophies on the slab floor of the 
verandah in front of Loch Inver Hotel, to which they and others interested 
adjourn after dinner for a smoke and a chat about the exploits of the day. 


(To be continued, ) 


NOTES. 


Mr. Harry Davis, the Hon. Sec. of the Tournament Committee of the Rich- 
mond Piscatorial Society, sends us the Balance-sheet of the Sixth FIsHING 
GazETTE Tournament. We are glad to see that, in addition to the interesting 
and successful nature of the Tournament, it also produced the sum of thirty- 
seven pounds seven shillings for the T.A.P.S. and Anglers’ Benevolent Society. 
Mr. Harry Davis deserves a hearty vote of thanks all round for the care and 
energy with which he has carried out his duties. We publish the balance-sheet 
elsewhere, as also the wise decision of the Committee respecting the Switch 
cast, 
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We are asked by a correspondent fora good recipe for kippering salmon. Can 

any reader give a good recipe ? 
* ¥ * * * 

We are doing our readers good service by drawing their attention to a graphic 
account in last week’s Field (Oct. 2, p. 483) of a journey from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific over the Canadian Pacific Railroad. The writer is evidently an 
angler, and gives a bird’s-eye view of the angling districts opened up by this 
grand line of railway. 

* * * * 

On the Tay, during two days last week, Sir Hussey Vivian landed four salmon 
of 26, 21, 20, and 8lb. ; and Lady Vivian six salmon, weighing 22, 19, 18, 16, 15, 
and 7b. 

a « s ® % 

Except in the May Fly season, it is infinitely more difficult to kill a 2lb. 
Hampshire trout than a 20lb. Tay salmon. 
ae a as at ae 

Mr. G. B. Adams, 11, Waverly Place, N.Y., caught, in the Cascapedia, Canada, 
on the 30th and 31st ult., two salmon, weighing 9 and 32lb. The latter was 
44in. long, 224in. in girth, and 5in. in thickness, with 12in. spread of tail, and 
was taken with an Abbey and Imbrie seven-ounce 10ft. bamboo fly-rod, with 
fifty yards of line; time, thirty minutes. We have no record of so largea 
salmon having been killed on so light a rod.—American Angler. 

we a ae a 
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Mr. M. Burnett caught his five hundred and ninety-nine salmon on one of 
Messrs. Hardy's 18ft. steel-centre, built-cane salmon rods. Only one top was 
used—i.e., the same top killed all the fish, and the previous season Mr. Burnett 
had used it in killing one hundred and twenty-two salmon. The fish averaged 
10lb., so that this gives a total weight of over 7,000lb. brought to gaff with one 
and the same top. This speaks well for English-made built-cane rods. 

cs * * 


The Member of the Canadian Parliament for West Algoma tells a good story 
about a species of sturgeon from 40 to 60lb. in weight, which is peculiar to 
Rainy River and Lake. On a visit which he paid last summer to a settlement 
on the river, he had occasion to visit a young bachelor, who, with true back- 
woods hospitality, insisted that he stay for dinner. Mr. Conmee seated himself, 
and watched the preparations of his entertainer. First he set down his home- 
made bread on the table, with tin mugs for the tea, and then he put a big potful 
of water over the fire. When the water came to the boiling point he mfused 
the tea and set it aside. Then he seized a gaff about six feet long, stepped 
outside to the river’s edge, which was not over ten paces distant, and returned 
in three minutes with a sturgeon kicking on the end of his gaff, part of which 
was soon cut off and transferred to the pot of boiling water to be cooked for 
dinner. This is the usual thing up there. ‘They always have the water boiling 
before they go to catch the; fish, and they use only a common gaff.—Detroit 
Free Press. Yor 

* % % * * 

Mr. T. Adkins, of King’s Heath, while fly-fishing in one of the reservoirs 
belonging to the Birmingham Corporation at Shustoke, on Thursday an last 
week, hooked and landed a splendid trout, which weighed 8}lb. The fish was 
caught with a fly made to pattern by Messrs. Keeling, Fishing-tackle Makers, 
Birmingham, and has been sent to Cooper, of London, to be mounted. Within 


-the past six weeks trout weighing 4, 5}, 6, and 7lb. have been taken out of this 


reservoir. 
: a % * # 


By some oversight, while giving the address correctly, we gave the wrong 


Anitials last week in referring to leather-lined fishing boots with the rubber. sur- 
face. They are made by Messrs. J.C. Cording and Co., 19, Piceadilly, W., who 


say :—“ We sell a good many of them, ‘and.our experience is, that when cus- 
tomers once take to these boots they seldom or never go back to stockings and 
brogues. The only drawback at all to them is that they are not so readily dried 
inside as the stockings ; but; with a little management, it is easily got over, as 
they will turn down as low as the ankle, and the feet part can be filled with a 
little warm grain if) nécessary ‘to dry quickly; Many of our customers tell us 
they keep the feet part- filled with grain when notin ‘use, as it not only absorbs 
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the moisture, but swells and keeps them in shape. One’s first impression is that 

they would be easily cut with thorns, &c. ; but such isnot the case. We inclose 

a small sample. You will see how tough it is, and not easily cut, even with a 

knife. The price is 80s. per pair.” 
* a ” * * 

Yachtsmen will doubtless be interested in a little half-crown work just issued 
by Messrs. Wyman and Sons, of 74, Great Queen-street, W.C., entitled “ Sail 
Tons, and Length and Sail-area Measurement,” by “ Decimals,” who claims 
that his work “shows how futile measurements and timing by the above systems 
are, and must be.” We have often heard yachtsmen say that the present system 
of estimating tonnage of yachts is very unsatisfactory. Whether “ Decimals’ ” 
suggestion is an improvement, we cannot pretend to say. ‘ 

An American paper prints the following tale, which, while satirising the 
egotism of American military writers, is a little hard on anglers ; but then we 
must remember American anglers are referred to—English disciples of old Izaak 
are never egotistic :—‘‘ Oh,” said the proprietor of a type-foundry to his fore- 
man, as he opened and read another of the letters received by the morning 
mail, “ here’s an order for three tons of capital ‘I’s’ from the Epoch Magazine 
people.” “Three ten!” exclaimed the foreman ; “why, what's up now—a new 
fishing story?” “Ah, no!” replied the master ; ‘it’s another article on the 
battle of Shiloh by an officer who was in command of the field ! “ 

° > 

Some most remarkable bags of chub have been made lately by anglers on the 
Upper Thames, the bait being a small frog. One gentleman we know, who, 
while being an expert salmon and trout-fisherman, was not a great hand on the 
Thames, and apt to sneer at Thames fishing generally, was induced to havea 
turn at the chub, and caught about twenty fish in two hours and a half, the 
three largest being between three and four pounds each. The Upper Thames 
now literally swarms with chub, their increase, no doubt, being due to the 
salutary effect of the ’83 fishing by-laws, which fixed a size for chub. Before 
that time, small boys used to whip under the boughs with a few gentles ona 
small hook and catch baby chub by the dozens. If these fish were not such poor 
eating, the race would have been exterminated long ago. i 

e ae 

The best way of baiting with a frog is to kill it, run the point of a hook in it 
at its vent and out through its upper lip, and then tie the hind legs on to the 
gut, a single shot being bitten on just below the knot to keep them from slipping 
down. When the frog is too large for a single hook, a double hook should be 
used, the shank slightly leaded, and put through the frog with a baiting needle, 
only this time going in at the mouth and coming out at the tail. This bait is, 
to our mind, quite equal to the crayfish tail, which latter is hardly to be obtained 
just at present, owing to the scarcity of crayfish in the Thames. 

* * * 


The Henley Fishery Association propose turning grayling fry into the Thames 
in a few months’ time, and would, we feel sure, be glad of any useful hints on 
the subject from those having experience of the habits of grayling. Itisa 
curious fact that though the Thame is a grayling river—and one would expect 
the fish to drop down into the Thames—nevertheless, the latter river has never 
afforded grayling to the angler, even in the vicinity of its junction with its 
tributary. Possibly one or two have been caught ; but we have never heard of 
it. Some bream fry are also to be turned in at Henley. a 

* * * 


We should advise the turning in of mature fish, and not fry. It is useless to 


turn fry into ariver swarming with chub, perch, and jack. 
* * * * 


Summer perch-fishing in rivers is more often than not a failure, and we are 
inclined to think that sad fact arises more from lack of skill or knowledge on 
the part of the angler than from any abstinence from food on the part of the 
perch. Perch have probably a surfeit of fish food in summer, and that is very 
likely what makes them so difficult to catch, and why a red worm will often 
tempt them when a minnow will not ; for red worms are scarce in summer, 
while minnows are plentiful. A minnow is no doubt a very palatable dish ; but, 
as we all know, too much can be had of even a good thing—salmon, to wit, 
during a month’s visit to Ireland or the North—and no doubt the dainty red 
worm, which would be looked upon with contempt by the perch in winter, is 
regarded asa luxury in summer. At the first flood minnows and small fry 
take to the ditches for safety, most of them remaining there for the winter ; 
the perch get half-starved, and then it is that the report, ‘“‘ The perch are taking 
minnows well,” comes in from the rivers. 

* es * 

But we do not always find red worms the best bait in summer. Minnows 
will sometimes take very well ; but they must be presented to the fish on fine 
tackle, excepting, of course, during those exceptional times when the water is 
highly coloured. For summer perch-fishing we either float-fish with roach 
tackle, or else make a paternoster with a single large roach-hook on fine-drawn 
gut, the main line of paternoster also being of drawn gut. The lead also is 
small, a heavy one not being needed to carry a yard or two of our fine Notting- 
ham line through the rings. In using this paternoster, we fish from the bank 
in narrow streams, or from a boat in the Thames, and drop our bait very quietly 
into holes in the weeds—not too weedy places, for our tackle will not bear any 
very great strain. On getting a bite, we always lower the point of our rod a 
few inches, so that the fish shall not feel the slightest check, and on the fourth 
or fifth nibble we “up point and have him.” ‘This is all very different to 
winter fishing, when good-sized hooks and fairly strong tackle are really advisable. 
Some anglers—not many—use single-hair in perch-fishing, and they no doubt 
meet with their reward ; but they have to give weeds a wide berth, and cer- 
tainly have to refrain from fishing many choice spots. 

° & e 


* * 


We sent some of Messrs. Foster’s fine wire double-hook trout-flies to a friend 
in the West of England, whose opinion we have every confidence in, and he 
writes as follows :—‘I have given Foster’s double-hook flies a good trial. The 
Red Spinner and Sand Fly being the taking flies during the last two or three 
weeks, I had a good opportunity of comparing them with the single hooks. I 
think them a great advantage, particularly at the end of the season, when the 
fish take under water and rise so ‘short’; but the peculiar feature about them 
is that they hook the fish in the upper jaw. I took particular notice how each 
fish was taken. ‘ In one instance both hooks were in the angle of the mouth ; 
but in every other case the fish was hooked in the roof of the mouth by one hook 
only, and certainly more firmly hooked than with the ordinary single-hook fly. 
Of course, these small fine wire hooks will not stand wear so well as a single 
hook of stouter wire.” 

* * * * * 

The “ Wickham” has been varied in its dressing almost as often as any fly. 
One of the best variations we have tried was sent us by Mr. Francis Francis a 
year or so back ; it is called the “Pink Wickham.” Now, Dr. Sanctuary, of 
Salisbury, has given Helland a variation which he calls the “ Sanctuary Wick- 


ham.” In this pattern the wing is woodcock (a mottled wing is always a 
favourite both with fish and anglers). This pattern is already getting a name 
as a killer of big fish. We have not tried this pattern of the Wickham for 
grayling, but have had good sport with Messrs. Farlow’s Artful Dodger—a fly 
identical with this, except that it has a green instead of a gold ribbing. Mr. 
Holland sends us also a new bumble (very gaudy) ; a new spider called the Grey 
Squirrel, which we like ; and a“ Goose Dun,” which we like still better—a good 
fly for waters where the fish are “ middling silly.” His Partridge and Orange 
and Partridge and Yellow Spiders are very nice. All these spiders are dressed 
on Mr. Tod’s triple gut attachment, which we find from experience to be very 
much stronger than flies tied on gut on the old plan. Mr. Holland tells us that 
there is an increasing demand for flies tied on this plan. 
, * * * 


The filthy state of the River Lea below Tottenham is destroying the value of 
all property in its neighbourhood. As the Hon. Sec. of the Clapton Angling 
Society truly remarks, ‘‘Do not the many empty houses in Clapton tell their 
own sad tale ?” Every fish which is carried below the sewage works is killed, and 
thousands may be seen floating on the river. 

+ ES 2 2 @ 

“1. H. C.” writes :—‘‘In your ‘Notes’ of last week you notice the scarcity 
of wasps this year. Allow me to suggest a probable cause. No pursuit has 
made more progress in the country of late years than bee-culture, which has 
become a most interesting, instructive, and profitable science, and bee-keepers 
have recently become alive to the fact that one of their greatest enemies is the 
wasp. ‘This has resulted in an onslaught on the queens in the spring, and the 
bee publications of this year have abounded in accounts of their destruction in 
enormous numbers. In my garden two hundred and thirty were killed in the 
month of May last. Now, as every queen represents a nest, and every nest 
some thousands of wasps, the raid carried on against them last spring must have 
had a considerable effect on the number this summer. With an unusual abund- 
ance of fruit, I have rarely seen one in my garden, and I attribute it entirely 
to the destruction of the queens. As an old fisherman, I can testify that there 
are many efficient substitutes for wasp-grubs ; but I know of none for honey, | 
which bids fair to be an important production in this country of lasting benefit, 
both to the rich and the poor.” 

= » 
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Here is a little conversation from W. C. Prince’s charming book, “I Go 
a-Fishing ”:—‘‘ Did you ever detect reason in trout?’ ‘Something very like 


it, but not so clearly indicated as in land animals. I have frequently watched 
trout when swimming in groups, as they often do in small lakes, and where 
thirty or forty trout are leisurely moving around near the shores, they generally 
have two or more guards, or look-outs, swimming at a reasonable distance in 
advance, who give them warning of any visible danger. This, and other habits, 
look like reason. But whether fish have any means of communication with 
each other, except by sight, I confess I dare not say. I have sometimes thought 
a trout had gone down stream before me, and told the community to look out 
for an enemy. A—~’s birds yonder have, beyond question, means of exchanging 
ideas.’ ‘You would think so if you saw them at prayers.’ ‘Wha-at?’ . ‘ Yes, 
at prayers ; it isn’t anything less, They are birds of every country under 
the whole heavens, and with voices as various as the languages of men, and you 
hear what a wild concert of delight they keep up all day long. But every day 
this entire group of birds assemble in silence, and if itisn’ta prayer meeting, I don’t 
know what it is. Thereis no forewarning that we can detect. While they are all 
chattering, singing, playing here, there, and everywhere, suddenly one of them 
—sometimes one and sometimes another—utters a peculiar call, totally distinct 
from the ordinary note. Whatever bird it is, the call is much the same,and 
instantly every bird stops his play and his noise. They gather in rows on the 
perches, shorten their necks so as almost to sink their heads under their feathers, 
and make no motion of wing, head, or foot for a space of thirty minutes, and 
sometimes longer.’ ‘ But, my dear fellow, when did this occur?’ ‘When? I 
tell you it is almost a daily occurrence. Ordinarily, you cannot approach the 
aviary without frightening some of the birds and producing a sharp commotion ; 
but while this exercise is going on nothing disturbs them. They are birds of 
every land and climate, as you see ; but this is their custom, and no one of them 
fails to attend or behave ill at the meeting.’ ‘Queer, isn’t it?’ ‘More than 
queer. It’s well worth studying, and I sometimes wonder whether birds in their 
natural condition ever do the same thing. You may think it something like 
mesmerism, for the leader keeps up his curious call-note throughout the service. 
The instant it is ended they break up with a shout of delight, and rush round 
singing and having a jolly time of it, as if thoroughly refreshed.’ ” 
* * * * * 


On the Taymount water on Wednesday Mr. Charles A. Murray, Taymount, 
killed twenty salmon to his own rod. They were mostly heavy fish, from 20Ib. 
to 30lb. weight. The river is new well stocked with fish, and there is every 
appearance of a eapital week's fishing before the 10th. 

* * e st * 

The Right Hon. John Bright, M.P., who has been the guest of Sir John E. 
Millais, Bart., Birnam Hall, fished the Murthly water on Friday and Saturday, 
and landed four salmon of 16, 20, 20, and 24lb., all got casting. He also landed 
two grilse. 








ANGLING MEMORIES. 
Tur OLD STREAM. 


The old beloved stream, I see thee still, — 
In mazy wanderings, down by vale and hill. 
Thy pearly breast bears still a silver sheen, 
Thus gliding soft, thy velvet banks between. 


Each wild and rocky haunt, each foaming deep, 
Doth each a tender, sacred memory keep 

Of that true-hearted friend, of deftly hand, 
Now passed away “ into the Silent Land.” 


Swift o’er the noisy Linn thy torrent pours, 
Singing the old sweet songs of boyhood’s hours ; 
When by the favourite spot, where foam bells shige, 
Across thy heaving breast we swept the line. 


Unchanged thy pebbled margin, cool the glade, 
Still droop thy willows, and the alders shade ; 
The flush of sunset still, with sparkling gold, 
Sleeps on thy wave, as in the days of old. 


We long to keep our tryst in fair spring time, . 
The thoughts of thee wakes youth in manhood’s prime ; 
An angler’s joys thy kindly bosom bears, 
And down life’s channels sweeps away our cares. 
—STREAMS 0’ THE NORTH. 
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NOTES ON THE DUMFRIESSHIRE ESK. 


FoR the man who does not fish, who dislikes fishing, who cannot 
fish, and who thinks fishing a stark mad, dull, foolish, and profit- 
less amusement, I have nothing but the sincerest pity. To be able 
to get away from the busy haunts of man, to inhale the fresh 
bracing air, to study the endless beauties of nature by the side of 
some mountain stream, on a fishing expedition, is to mean in- 
describable pleasure. 


I have just returned from a brief visit to my “ native heath ” on the Scottish 
border, and although I spent my youth in that classic locality, Ihave come home 
lost in astonishment and wonder at the extraordinary beauty of the scenery in 
that romantic district, a beauty which had entirely escaped the unfledged vision 
of my earlier days. It is to the vale of the Esk, or rather that portion of it 
between Langholm and Netherby, the charming seat of Sir Fredk. Graham, a 
tract of country overrun by Border Reiversa century ago, and immortalised by 
Sir Walter Scott in many a stirring line, and the theme of song and story in 
whatever land the enterprising Caledonian has pitched his tent, that I wish to 
imtroduce the reader. 


“ A stark moss-trooping Scot was he, 
As e’er couch’d Border lance by knee, 
Through Solway Sands, through Tarras moss, 
Blindfold he knew the paths to cross. 
In Esk or Liddle fords were none, 
But he would ride them one by one.” 
—LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL. 


The “ muckle toon” o’ the Langholm, as the inhabitants thereof are fond of 
calling it, is one of the sweetest spots in all this Border-land. Situated in a deep 
valley at the junction of the river Esk with two smaller streams, the Ewes and 
Wauchope, the Southern traveller comes upon the town almost before he is aware 
of its existence. Whether he arrives by road through the magnificent Dean 
Banks woods, considered the finest drive in all England, 


“ Where the cliffs meet on high, 
And the trees stretch athwart 
Yon illumined sky,” 


or whether he crosses the border by rail, near the confluence of the Esk and 
Liddle, by way of Canonbie and Glen Tarras, where the famous whisky of that 
name is manufactured, the enchanted pleasure seeker is equally surprised and 
delighted when he finds himself unexpectedly in the midst of that 
panorama of surpassing loveliness which the ‘“muckle toon” o’ the 
Langholm presents to his view. On every side the “toon” is 
surrounded by picturesque-looking hills, here and there covered with richest 
verdure, at intervals ornamented with bright green bracken, and clothed on their 
loftiest summits with waving and golden-tinted heather, then, at the time of 
my visit, in full bloom. Near the junction of the three streams I have men- 
tioned is the Castle Holm, at the head of which is the Lodge, the favourite seat 
of the Duke of Buccleuch. Within the whole compass of this romantic Border- 
land there is not a more enchanting bit of fairyland than is supplied here. When 
the morning sun dapples hill, valley, and water with shadows from many a 
flitting cloud, or again towards sunset, when the valley lies in the shadow of the 
adjacent hills, can anyone be found who can honestly say he has beheld a scene 
more thoroughly beautiful? The rippling Esk skirting the “Holm,” as this miniature 
park is called, and joining the Ewes at its extreme point, the sloping hillsstudded 
with trees towering up to the sky, the ancient ruins of an old stronghold situated 
at the southern end of the “‘ Holm,” once the residence of the famous Border free- 
booter, Johnny Armstrong, of Gilnockie, all unite in rendering it a scene of unsur- 
passed beauty and concentrated loveliness. I have seen some of the best scenery 
in Cumberland and Westmoreland—I have visited Windermere (the “ Queen of 
the Lakes”), the stately-looking Ullswater, Grasmere, the Vale of Keswick, 
Corby, Wetheral, &c., but I give the palm to that singularly charming corner of 
the earth which surrounds Langholm, and extends through Cannonbie to 
Netherby, where— 


‘There was mounting ‘mong Graemes, of the Netherby clan, 
Fosters, Fenwicks, and Musgrove’s, they rode and they ran, 
There was racing and chasing on Canonbie lea,” &c., &c. 
—Scott’s “ Young LOCHINVAR.” 


’Tis a perfect paradise of beauty, where Nature, left to herself, has had her full 
swing and omitted nothing which the eye can desire to behold. The charm lies 
in the entirety of the spectacle and in its very completeness, not a line of which 
could be altered without destroying the spirit of beauty which pervades the 
whole landscape. There is nothing fragmentary the triumph of nature is here, 
and although there is no single feature in the view which is, perhaps, not sur- 
passed elsewhere, yet the combination defies competition, and, so far as Lang- 
holm itself is concerned, entirely realises my conception of Moore’s “ Meeting 
of the Waters” : 


“ There is not in the wide world a valley so sweet 
As that vale in whose bosom the bright waters meet ! 
_ Oh, the last rays of feeling and life must depart 
Ere the charm of that valley shall fade from my heart.” 


Professor Wilson’s ‘“ Magnificence of Mountain Scenery” also eloquently 
describes the beautiful vale :— 


‘‘ What lonely magnificence stretches around ! 
Each sight how sublime and how awful each7sound ! 
All hushed and serene as a region of dreams, 
The mountains repose ’mid the roar of the streams.” 


By all means the visitor to Langholm should climb “ Whita” and “ Warbla,” 
the two highest eminences surrounding the “ muckle toon,” in order to arrive 
at that climax of enjoyment so profusely provided for him. I am not sure that 
Scott’s famous lines on Loch Katrine are appropriate here, yet I cannot forbear 
quoting them— 

“Tn all her length far winding lay, 
With promontory, creek, and bay, 
And islands that empurpled bright 
Floated amid the livelier light ; 

And mountains that, like giants, stand 
To sentinel enchanted land,” 


“But,” says the impatient reader, “what about the fishing?” 
coming to that directly. The “muckle toon” itself without the scenery 
is a disappointing place. At certain times of the day scarcely a soul is 
to be seen, and a stranger, should he arrive about midday, would imagine the 
inhabitants had all gone to bed. T'welve o’clock is the most deserted time ; this 
is the Scotch “denner ” hour, when everyone is busy ladling away at oceans of 
broth, or probably acres of haggis. Anyone in search of quietness will find it 
here, amid the beautiful walks in the vicinity, which are of the most charming 


I am 


description. The people are a little bit priest-ridden, and must have the sermon 
“ clean off loof” ; any minister attempting to “ read” has a bad time of it. The 
hotels are mostly of the homeliest description ; but the proprietors all seem 
anxious to make visitors comfortable. arly rising is cultivated to an alarming 
extent. I arrived in the “‘teon” at 9 a.m., and sauntered into the “ Commercial.” 
“ A glass of bitter,” says I, to a very sonsie-looking “ Queen of the Border,” who 
was scrubbing the floor behind the bar ; I was served ina jiffy with the incom- 
parable Bass, which was in sparkling condition. ‘I must have you up earlier in 
the morning,” I remarked, by way of starting a conversation. “O, wull ye?” 
says my strapping young “Border Queen.” ‘ What d'ye think o’ 5 o’clock?” 
That shook the bran out of me, and I humbly admitted that 5 o’clock was a very 
tidy hour at which to commence business. After careering about the town 
for about an hour I found I again required “slokening,’—this time supplemented 
by a “crust of bread and cheese,” which I wanted to devour at the counter. No- 
thing of the kind ; my fair priestess ushered me into the commercial room, set 
a tray before me covered with a cloth of snowy whiteness, and on which were 
bread, cheese, butter, scones, oat-cake, jam, and cream ; the latter I swallowed at 
once, as I had seen very little of the article for over a quarter of acentury. Now 
for the fishing. The Esk is a strictly preserved water by the ‘Esk and Liddle 
Fisheries Association” ; but the rules and regulations drawn out by that august 
body are of such a complicated nature that nobody short of a Philadelphia lawyer 
could tackle them with any hope of being successful in grasping their meaning. 
The season-ticket costs three guineas, and entitles the holder to fish in the Esk, 
Liddle, and Hermitage waters, with restrictions and conditions numerous enough 
to tie any poor angler’s brain in a knot. I shall only deal with what 
is called the Langholm ticket and the Canonbie ditto, dating after the 
Ist of August. Each ticket is 15s. and 1s. for a single day’s 
fishing. The Langholm ticket authorises the angler to fish in the Esk 
from Ewes foot to the head of Crannelholm, and in the Ewes, Wauchope, and 
Tarras waters, so far as they belong to the Duke of Buccleuch, while the 
Canonbie authority covers the Esk from Hollow’s Bridge, near Gilnockie Tower, 
to Canonbie Bridge ; and in the Liddle, on the Scotch side, from the Ford at 
Moat Quarry to Mereburn. These tickets cover a very fair stretch of water, and 
intending anglers are cautioned against using hooks of the Stewart tackle, or any 
compound of a tackle of a size larger than No. 5 of Adlington and Hutchinson’s 
make, that no minnow tackle be used during the months of September and 
October, and that in all fly-fishing no swivel or weight of any kind be used ; that 
they fish with fly only after Ist October ; no “striping” or “snatching Is 
allowed, &c. There is a good deal more which I don’t understand, but which T 
trust the secretary, Mr. McGeorge, will kindly explain to me when next 
T visit the district. Now I know what “snatching” is; but I fear 
that it would be wicked on my part were I to explain the mysteries thereof 
to the whole universe. “Snatching” was introduced into Dumfriesshire by 
a learned apothecary from Edinburgh, who very narrowly escaped a brief sojurn 
in the “stone jug” at Dumfries. The science of “ snatching” was in its infancy 
when it reached Canonbie, but the great high priest of the craft very quickly 
improved it out of all recognition, and converted it into the most dangerous 
weapon for catching fish that ever was invented. I had all its ramifications 
thoroughly explained to me by the prince of anglers himself in the Cross Keys 
Hotel, a celebrated old coaching inn, situated on a steep precipice close to the 
bank of the river, a precipice that is gradually crumbling away, and slowly but 
surely bringing the river close to the door of the ancient hostelry. Here Pro- 
fessor Wilson stayed when he annually “swept the Esk,” and many a social 
night the genial Professor and the worthy landlord, Fergie Armstrong, spent 
together. The hotel affords the best accommodation in the known world for 
both man and beast. There is no waiter to “ yes-er ” you up hill and down dale, and 
hover round your chair ; but blithe, sonsie, rosy-cheeked Scotch lassies attend to 
your wants with a bewitching charm of manner that would “wile an egg from 
a Piat.” Secondly, the cook is a cook if you like ;—none o’ your draggle-tails of 
sockless, half-grown girls ; but a fine, lissom, strapping lass of the most approved 
pattern, and is the only woman who can make Scotch broth properly, barring 
myself, and, by the bye, I’m nota woman. Then there is the cheery host, with 
his hearty welcome, and last, though not least, the courteous landlady, who keeps 
everybody and everything in order. I have entered into these particulars for 
the guidance of intending visitors to the Esk ; but I am afraid I am too late for 
the small fry and the whitings, although I am early enough for the salmon- 
fishing in the Esk, which commences in October. If I have not said as much 
about the fishing as I intended, it is because the season is rather advanced ; but if 
the Esk did not contain a single fish, the classic Border-land is well worth 
visiting. GILNOCKIE. 








THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER, 


By EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE. 
(Continued from page 191.) 


“ SrHADY!” having been the word for a few moments, is converted 
into “Stop!” And we find ourselves opposite a willow tree, which 
leans out into the water, and near the blasted trunk of a large tree 
on the left bank of the river. Anyone who follows this description 
will not fail to find the spot. 

Under the shadow of this willow we gently cast our black “ Min,” in close 
proximity to the dark-brown back of a leisurely gentleman who is some few 
inches from the surface. He sees the tempting tit-bit, towards which, however, 
he seems to cast a half-suspicious glance out of the corner of his starboard eye. 
He hesitates for a moment, and (old but sad truth—he who hesitates is 
lost !) then makes a dart, and, Eureka! we have him! He is in a state of 
stagnant surprise as his one-and-a-half pound proportions are safely landed 
in our boat. 

We have wetted our line, we have “tasted blood,” and like vultures of the 
river we are eager for more prey. But the spot this morning is not promising 
for more fish, and we carefully pull along the water until we pass a pair of 
“‘clap-gates ” on the right-hand bank of the stream. A little beyond this point 
on the left is another “happy hunting ground,” and this reminds us of a couple 
of fishermen (or, should we say, boys ?) known to us in our incipient youth. 
“Stoney broke ” were these innocents, like most of their kin ; but their ideas 
were huge, though their pockets were light. ae Phys 

Many a time and oft did they come up the river to this point and fling into the 
waters their humble bait of worm, and then sit down in the boat and toss with 
the halfpenny, which constituted the bank, for innumerable bottles of Moet and 
the choicest cigars. The loser always religiously paid his debt of honour by pro- 
ceeding to a neighbouring spring on the bank and returning with a plentiful 
supply of the sparkling water! As for the cigars, which also formed the sub- 
ject of the gambling, they have been settled for in later and more opulent 
times. 

But to our fish, At this particular spot under the willow tree, just before 
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“horse-way,” we have caught plenty of chub up to 13lb., and 
Lhe asa gt ban ae To day the willow affords a capital retreat for the 
fish whose capture is our particular mission upon this ‘trip, and with expecta- 
tions exalted high, we venture upon a dainty cast. Here he is ! a noble fellow 
of about 2Ib., who makes a reckless rise and 1s hooked. He is, however, full of 
the pluck of all his tribe, and makes a fight for it. One sudden dart, and the 
line is round the gnarled stump of a tree which is close inshore under water ! 
There is the well-known ominous snap, and our line dangles in the morning air 
limp and fishless ! Language, of course, fails at this sad moment 3 but philosophy 
brings its balm eventually, and we cast again for some time, but without success. 
We “dob” here and we ‘‘dob” there ; but it is evident that an alarm has spread 
throughout the camp, and as we persuade our phlegmatic gondolier to push his 
fairy-like craft a little further up stream, we are fain to console ourselves for 
recent misfortune by the pretty spectacle which the river presents hereabouts. 
We are enclosed by high trees on either side, and their shadows lend a dreamy 
calmness to the river, which soothes our perturbed spirits. For anything we 
can see, there are no such things as Kentish hills, or hop-fields, or picturesque 
oast-houses, or plum plantations, or _rose-coloured cottages with ambient 
odoriferous pigstyes! This is a little bit of the river secluded from all outside 
vanities, and for the nonce we are happy ! Tg ' 

Presently piscatorial instincts return as we glide into what is locally known as 
“Fllis’s wide water,” and here we find that the bank angler with the “ early 
worm” is busy on the dexter shore (capital phrase that !) We 
gently steer to the left, and here once more we prepare to adorn the waters with 
our cunningly-devised bait. Fortune is less frivolous here, and we soon add a 
couple of three-quarter pounders to the general stock. (Have our readers 
noticed how small, comparatively speaking, the chub run hereabouts ?) A few 
diminutive specimens are next hooked ; but these we considerately return to 
the water. A fine chub we lose in striking, and the indispensable “cursory ” 
remarks follow. We have now reached a point from which we can view East 
Farleigh Lock. The shaft of the waterworks, as seen from this distance, pre- 
sents an almost exact counterpart of Cleopatra’s Needle, and having reached 
thus far we pause, and for the brief space of a few moments there is a gentle 
gurgling sound to be heard, and sundry bottles, once containing the Champagne 
of Vergenay, are emptied of their now more humble contents, and appropriate 
beams light the features of our sturdy boatman and ourselves. 

The “ Nut-brown” having effected its mollifying purpose, we proceed upon 
our explorations. The morning is now at its brightest,and we push merrily 
along, for we are nearing the favourite corner whence, in pleasant days now past, 
we haye many atime brought creels of fish which have excited the undisguised 
and honest admiration of our fellow anglers. This corner is situate on the left 
bank, not many miles from Farleigh Lock, whose splashing waterfall, however, 
has no effect upon the chub, whose ground is outside the range of the eddies 
which are caused by the fall. 

Hist ! Not a whisper! By all the powers, there is a shoal within a few yards 
of us! At least a dozen dusky backs, and the tails towards our boat. Let us 
dissemble ! Let us resort to subterfuge! Let us be wary—aye, our wariest—for 
catch some of that shoal we mean to, And we can now truthfully state how we 
nearly caught the lot ! 

Lightly do the delicate flies adorn the surface of the water (for we do not 
believe in “ flopping” our chub fly), and no sooner do they alight than the hind- 
most chub gives a turn upwards, he makes a rush, and a second or two after- 
wards the cold steel is driven home, and he finds a place amongst his deceased 
relatives who are already gracefully recumbent at the bottom of our creel. 

His confréres are in happy ignorance of his fate, and leisurely poise themselves, 
with their heads still away from us. Again does the invincible “‘ Min” perform 
its office, and again is the shoal reduced by one, and the rest still remain in that 
ignorance which is bliss. A third time is the process repeated, and yet the fish do 
not turn. A fourth !—and just at this saoment a heedless pleasure party coming 
through the lock arouses the faculties of the hitherto unsuspecting denizens of 
the stream, and dispels our dreams of accomplishing one of the “ best’s on record.” 
Great Scott! But Godfrey Daniel’s entire establishment of furnace and blast 
works, puddlers included, are not equal to the expression of our feelings. We run 
the boat to land, fasten her under the willow tree to the fence, which is almost 
covered by the branches, leap ashore, and rush off—our hearts filled with bitter- 
ness towards all humaakind—to the quaiat old Bull Inn, where we soothe our 
feelings by copious libations of that liquor which renovates the functions with- 
out creating any derangement of the nerves. 


(To be continued.) 








WINDSOR AND ETON ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY, 


THE annual meeting of this society took place at the Bridge House Hotel, Eton, 
on the 6th inst., when the following report was read and adopted :— 

Your committee have Much pleasure (in presenting this their Eighth Annual 
Report) in stating that the objects for which this Association was formed have again 
during the past year been attained, Although through reliable channels there have 
been most excellent accounts of the quality and quantity of fish taken in this 
neighbourhood, there has been no report of illegal fishing that would bear investi- 

ation, 
g Your chairman, Mr. W, Shurly, and treasurer, Mr. T. Brown, have tendered their 
resignation, and it again becomes necessary to elect a successor, The thanks of the 
Association are due to them for the support and encouragement they have given it 
for some years past. 

Your river-keeper, James Gray, on contemplation of leaving this neighbourhood, 
resigned in September last, and your committee have appointed James Bunce, a 
fearless and trustworthy fisherman, in his place. 

The Association is to be congratulated upon the fact that W. S. Evans, Hsq., of 
Eton College, has placed a quantity of trout in the river, which he had reared, and 
for which the best thanks of the Association and all anglers are due to him, 


Your committee would again draw attention to the fact, that with a few honour- | 


able exceptions, non-resident anglers using this part of the river as their hunting 
grounds, and having considerable success in the capture of fish, do not come forward 
to assist the Association protecting these waters, 

Owing to removal and other causes the number of subscribers has fallen off. This 
is much to be regretted, and your committee would urgently request that each 
member will use his influence in introducing new members, 

The balance-sheet and list of subscribers accompany this. 

The balance-sheet in question, after all expenses paid, shows a surplus of £6 6s, 5d, 
in favour of the society, with several subscriptions not yet paid, 
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HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Neryousness and want of Energy.—When first the nerves feel unstrung, 
and listlessness supplants energy, it is the right time to take some alterative as Holloway’s Pills to pre- 
vent disorder running into disease. These excellent Pills correct all irregularities and weaknesses. 
They act so kindly, yet so energetically, on the functions of digestion and assimilation, that the whole 
body is revived, the blood is rendered richer and purer, the muscles become firmer and stronger, and 
the nerves and absorbent systems are invigorated, These Pills are suitable for all classes and all ages. 
They have a most marvellous effect on persons who are out of condition ; they soon rectify whatever is 
in fault, restore strength to the body, and confidence to the mind, 


SCOTCH NOTES. 


ANNAN.—Good sport is just now being obtained by salmon-fishers on account of 
the “freshets,” and good fish are being killed. Among the recent catches are those 
of Drill-Instructor Flynn, a salmon of 151b. ; Mr. C. Sanderson, Castlemilk, one of 
16lb, ; and yesterday, Mr. Thomas Dobel, Dam House, Lockerbie, one of 7lb. 
There are a great number of fish in the river, and prospects for sport are capital,— 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Some rare sport has been had of late in the Annan and the 
Nith, both rivers, in the upper and lower reaches, yielding big salmon. Among the 
successful anglers I may mention Drill-Instructor Flynn, Annan, one of 15lb.; Mr. 


C. Saunderson, Castlemilk, 161b. ; and Mr. Thos, Dobel, Dam House, Lockerbie, two~ 


at 7lb. Fishing conditions were exceedingly fayourable on Monday, and there was 
a crowd at the water; but I hear that a large number of salmon were lost by being 
badly hooked or by breaking away. In the upper reaches, the Rev. J. D. McKinnon, 
Dumfries, killed a grand salmon, which weighed over 20lb.; Mr. Crombie, game- 
keeper, Murraythwaite, landed one of 15lb. ; and in the Hoddom water several fine 
fish have been taken by Mr. 8. Dalziel and Mr. Reid. Tnere has been a grand run 
of salmon, and as the weather has been pretty favourable, catches will be heavy and 
numerous. Last week I made some observations upon the illegal fishing which 
took place nightly in the Nith near the town of Dumfries, and since then, Dr. 
Cunningham, the president of the Dumfries Angling Association, has expressed 
a desire that the readers of the GAzpTTH should know that the association 
is endeavouring, as faras possible, to put a stop to the practices of which I com- 
plained. As soon as public attention had been directed to the matter through the 
medium of the press, a meeting of the Association was called, at which members 
were requested to give to the secretary the names of any person found fishing ille- 
gally, with a view to future action. Since then, while the drag-hook has been 
employed occasionally, the nuisance “has considerably abated, and salmon 
have been able to pass the caul, and get up the stream. Only the 
other day a gentleman ran a fine salmon with the fly in the upper 
portion of the Nith, and when he brought it to land he found two gashes on its back 
about 3in. long. Now this is not an isolated case. Apart from a purely angling 
point of view, the practice of raking gaff-hooks at the bottom of the salmon pools 
is a great act of cruelty, for the fish, if they do manage to escape capture, must exist 
in exquisite torture for many days. However, you have kindly given publicity to 
the matter ; the proprietors of private fishings above the caul have had their eyes 
opened, there is increased vigilance on the part of the police, and, I trust, next 
season there will be less ground for complaint. In this connection I may mention 
that a pole about 30ft. long, composed of bamboo sticks, and having a small-meshed 
net attached, was pulled out of the Annam at the Howes Pool on Tuesday morning, 
This formidable instrument had been used by a gang of poachers on the previous 
night. No wonder the ond fide angler grumbles.—B. 

Esk (DUMFRIESSHIRE).—The recent rains haying swollen the river considerably, 
a goodly number of anglers have been out, and a fair amount of success has attended 
their efforts. In the Canonbie water especially some fine fish have been landed, 
while close to Langholm the results have been of an average character. In the 
Canonbie water, Mr, Scott, Holmfoot, had a salmon 25lb,; Mr. Park, Brooklyn, 
one weighing 201b.; Mr. T. Jamieson, Westerhall, one of 14lb,; and Mr. W. Urqu- 
hart, Langholm, one of 91b, In the Langholm water, Mr. A. McMillan, with the 
Stewart tackle, took a salmon weighing 15lb. ; and in the Westerkirk water, Mr. ©, 
Byers had a good basket of one grilse, seven sea-trout, and two dozen yellow trout, 
Some good baskets of yellow trout and whiting are also being secured.—GQuEN- 
TARRAS, é 

LocH Awsk.—The following gentlemen were out from the Taycreggan Hotel last 
week :—Mr. Sime, a salmon of 20lb., anda Salmo jferow of 101b.; Mr. Kissack, three 
salmon, 91b., 101lb., 14lb. ; Mr. Ernest Berger, one salmon of 101b.—a beautiful 
newly-run fish, Other rods some nice trout, both on Loch Awe and the hill lochs, 
Loch Awe isin first-rate order.—TAYCREGGAN HorTkEt, Oct. 4. 

TWEED AND TrvioT.—At last the elements have been kind to the angler, as, 
after a long spell of dry weather, we have been favoured with a few good pluvial 
descents, which had the eff3ct about a week ago of raising both the above rivers, 
and, for once ina while, Teviot fairly held her own in volume against her stronger 
sister, the Tweed, and therefore, a good many fish were enabled to get up the caul 
at Teviot Bridge—this obstacle at all times being very difficult of access: 
to fish going up the river, and it is only at times when this river is 
larger than the Tweed that fish get a chance of ascending to its streams, and 
pools, The several small floods we have had have been the means of bringing up a 
contingent of fresh-run fish from the sea, and some good sport has, therefore, been’ 
got during the week. On Wednesday, however, rain fell in torrents, and once more 
the streams were flooded to-day, thus taking away the fish to the upper reaches, 
that had just got settled down in the various streams and pools from the previous 
floods. Anglers, however, ever hopeful, still keep up heart, and if the weather 
would only settle a little now, things would be more to the minds of the 
disciples of the rod and line. Trout-fishing is nearly over for the season, 
and the fish that are now killed are very far from being in a good edible condition, 
getting quite thin and lanky, and some, in fact, are now on the breeding grounds— 
another fact why we on the banks of these rivers ought to have an annual close 
time for trout instituted by Act of Parliament. To revert to the takes got during 
the past ten days, the following are what have come under observation :—On the 
Merton water, Lord Brougham killed nine fish in two days, and on the Birgham water, 
Mr. A. Denison, the veteran angler, had two on Tuesday, of 201b. and 26lb. On the 
Makerstoun water, Mr, Cockburn,wine and spirit merchant, London, has also had good 
sport, killing seven inoneday. Capital sport was got by Mr. Drummond, on Monday, 
on the Hendersyde water, as he killed three fish, 91b., 191b., and 171b. respectively, 
while on Wednesday he had one of 111b, On the Hendersyde water, too, the sport has 
been fair. On Monday Captain Bridge had one salmon, and Sir George Waldie- 
Griffith one grilse; on the same waters, on Wednesday, Mr. Menzies had 
two of 26lb, and 12lb.; Captain Bridges one of 241b., and Mr. Thorburn, Newthorn, 
House, one grilse, On the Rutherford water we hear that one or two have been got, 
but, -as yet, we do not hear of any fishing having taken place on his Grace the Duke 
of Roxburgh’s water. On the Teviot, Mr, J. O. Wilson, bookseller, killed one salmon, 
the first of the season, at Jack’s Plumb, which weighed 21lb. Mr. R. Robertson, on 
the north side of the river, has had one of 20#1b., and two others of lesser weight 
have also been got, and altogether the season may be said to have started fairly well 
on both rivers, To-day (Thursday) the weather is fairly settled like, although the 
rivers are ina very muddy state ; but, should no more rain fall, angling is likely 
to take place on the shallows.—MAXWHEEL, Kelso, Oct. 7th. ' 

Upyy Arms Fishery, NEwBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE.—Good sport last week, 
although fish are abundant, made impossible ; easterly winds and high seas, together 
with sharp running tides, proved too much for either boatman or angler.  Not- 
withstanding, an exceptional basket was got. The following fished the hotel water 
during the past week :—Messrs. Edingham and J. Thomson, Aberdeen ; John Moy- 
sey, Hsq., Leytonstone, Essex ; Major H. J. Nares, Straloch; A. F. Nares, Esq., 
Brixton ; Dr. Taylor, London ; W. W. Ord, B.D., London; Mr, Tyler, London ; and 
Mr, Murray, Aberdeen.—JoHN RITCHIE, Lessee. 

SS A 


ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On the 26th ult, there were some very good roach and dace on the scales, as 
follows :—Mr. Chart, roach, 6lb. 30z.; Mr, Parsons, 6lb. roach and dace; Mr. H. 
Hewett, 51b.; and Messrs. Carter and A. Hawkins, 8lb. roach each. Mr, Chart was 
again out on the following Tuesday, and brought home some good roach. On the 
3rd inst, nothing was weighed-in, as those few of our members who went out 
returned too late. Next Tuesday, the 12th, a special meeting is called to consider 


an important question, and I should, therefore, like to see a good attendance then, 
S. A, HAWKINS, 
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-  W. WOODFIEL g 
CASEMORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REBDITGCH., 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, 5.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c. 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Hyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes. 


PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 
The NATIVE GUANO COMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTEE Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &c., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29, New Bridge-st., Blackfriars, London, E.C. 


“There is no doubt Mr. S,’s goods are giving general satisfaction, for we have met many anglers 
who tell 13 so.”—FISHING GAZKTTE, July 24, 1886, 


UPRIGHT SPLIT-WING TROUT & GRAYLING FLIES 


On Hyed-Hooks, 1s, 9d. doz, On Finest Drawn Gut, 1s. 6d. doz. Postage extra, 


“An excellent seleetion. . . .. Mr. €hrubsole’s flies on gut are beauties.”—I'ISHING GAZETTE, 


April 10, 1886, « s 
THE “MARSTON” TAPER TROUT CASTS.. 
8d. each; 7s. 6d. per doz. Postage extra. 


The ‘Marston’ gut collars are excellent.”—-FISHING GAZETTE, September 12, 1885, 


CHUB FLIES. DACE FLIES. 


2s. per doz. Postage extra. ls. 6d, per doz. Postage extra, 


As good a chub fly as one can put up.”"—TFIsHING GAZETTE, July 24, 1886, 
The dace flies are perfect.”—Land and Water, July 3, 1886. 


BRIGHT ROUND-BEND AND SNECK-BEND ROACH HOOKS. 


To Finest-Drawn Gut. 1s. per doz. Postage extra, 











“We have used these hooks in taking bream up to 6lb., and heavy tench and eels, and never used 
petter.”—FISHING GAZETTE, July 24. 886. 


EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE, 15, MILL STREET, MAIDSTONE. 


HARDY’S CELEBRATED GOLD MEDAL 
ki BUILT CANE hk. 
RODS. 


From 8 Guineas each. 


i ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 
Before cementing. ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. 


Awarded 25 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 
1881. QUR GREAT SUCCESS with these celebrated rods 


has started a host of imitators. BEWARE OF IMITA- 
TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy's,” 


advertised by pretended manufacturers, but who are in truth only 
buyers and sellers of anything they can make inéo money. 


SIGNIFICANT FACT. We were awarded THE 
ONLY GOLD MEDAL for Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for 


Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition, London, 1883. 

Either single built, double built, or steel centre. The lightest, 
most powerful, and durable rods made. WE GUARANTEE 
that they will stand uninjured the most severe angling test that can 
be applied. Only Makers of the Special “ Alnwick” Greenheart 
Salmon and Trout Rods, which may be had with our Patent Lock- 
Fast Joints and Improved Serrated Ferrules. The “ Hotspur” and 
the “Guinea” Trout Fly Rods,all Hand-made from the finest 
seasoned materials only. Salmon and Trout Flies from Stock or 
made to Order ior all parts of the World. Gut Lines, Reels, Reel 
Lines, Fishing Baskets, Brogues, Waders, &c., all in our own Special 
Patterns, which cannot be supplied by any other house. 

Send for Illustrated Catalogue for 1886, Post Free, 3 stamps. 


Hardy Bros,-#:*Alnwick, Northumberland 


WITH UNBROKEN SKIN. 
“ixamined by the microscope the gut is much 
rounder and more perfect in structure than any I 
have seen, also smaller in diameter; some of the 
lengths are 3-1,000ths of an inch only, Its trans- 





After cementing. 





fibres along the length, which is so common with 
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FLOATING FLIES ON KHYED - HOOKS. 


FLIES ON GUT (Mr. Tod’s Prixciple). 


‘Tam very much pleased with the flies ; they are just what 1 wanted,’”—From FRANCIS FRANCIS, Esq. 
“Mr. Holland, under Mr. H. §. Hall’s instruction, has carried this department of fly-tying to 
parency is also very great, and there areseen no | special excellence.”—H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Hsq., in the Badminton Library. 

“ T never saw anything more life-like or perfect.” FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, Esq. 


W. BARTLEET & SONS 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


_,.TESTED FISH HOOKS. 

THE ARCHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES. 
FISHING RODS AND TACKLE, &c., &c. 

IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTORY: ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH (Wholesale Only). 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon& Trout Rods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES. 








SECTIONS UNITED. ' 
PERFECT BALANCE, 


IN SECTIONS OF 
EQUILATERAL TRIANGLES. 
THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE POWERFUL ACTION, AND 
COMBINATION. UNEQUALLED FOR DURABILITY. 
Particular attention is given to the Manufacture of these Rods, selected Canes 
only being worked up, and first-class skilled workmen employed. A waterproof 
cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be separated. Specially-prepared 
varnish is also used, which renders the rods absolutely waterproof. 
A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected 


by means of a NEW AND REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULE, draw- 


ings of which are herewith given :— 
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(B) 

Fig. A shows the Serrated ferrule as fixed, before the silk bindings are put on, 
Fig. B shows the same ferrule with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the 
metal from cutting through the cane. 

With these unprecedented advantages the “MALLESON” are the very Best 
and Cheapest American Cane-Built Rods in the Market. They can be obtained 
from any Fishing Tackle Dealer in the United Kingdom, 





Lonpon Houser (Wholesale Only) : 
H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, E.c. 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River,” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Leaded or Unleaded, 


OES NOT DOUBLE UP WHILE CASTING. 

OTICE.—BROWN’S PHANTOM MINNOWS.—Having heard of some excellent 

sport lately obtained in still running salmon pools and other waters, with one of 

these artificial minnows, I sent to Aberdeen for one, and have now received the following 

report of it :—‘ I obtained permission, but the keeper accompanied me; and after getting 

three splendid autumn salmon, each one over 201b., the bait was ‘ barred,’ for fear of my 

emptying the pool. I think the hooks should be a triflestouter.”’ The minnow in question 

somewhat represents a small salmon pink, and is four inches in length, tail hooks in- 

cluded.—G. M. K.—Zand and Water, August 2ist, 1886. 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVED Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on thespinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, George Street, ABERDEEN. 


THE 
JRTING FISH OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
WITH NOTES ON ICHTHYOLOGY, 
By H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL (ate H.M. Inspector of Sea Fisheries), 


AUTHOR OF 
“Salmon and Trout,” “ Pike and other Coarse Fish,’ “The Modern Practical 
Angler,” “ The Angler-Naturalist,”’ ‘The Book of the Pike.” 
LHditor of the late “ Fisherman's Magazine and Review.” 


Illustrated by Sixteen Lithographs of Fish in Gold, Silver, and Colours. A large- 
paper edition, printed on Dutch hand-made paper, limited to 100 copies for England 
and 50 for America, price 30s. Smaill-paper edition, demy 8vo, first edition, limited 
to 500 copies, price 15s. | Ready, 

















PRESS CRITICISMS 

FISHING GAZuTLE.—* We know no work whicno gives such exact descriptions of British sporting 
fish, with gossipy accounts of matters noteworthy respecting them, as this . . and no illustrations 
of fishes which sre so true to nature.” 

Pall Malt Gizette.—* Fish are certainly among the most difficult objects to portray in colours with 
at once scieutific accuracy and artistic effect. Their bright changing sides and iridescent reflections 
have hithe:to defied the efforts of lithographic art. In Mr. Pennell’s pages anglers will find in 
convenient and consecutive form all the available information regarding the nasural history of the scaly 
beauties among which they enjoy so many pleasant hours by lake, river, or loch side.” 

Morning Post.—* Difficult to pick a tault.” 

Globe-—* Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell is a man of practical experience, both as an anglez and as a 
writer. In consequence, he has produced a volume which is as readableasitisinforming. . . . The 
lithographic illustrations are of special excellence.” 

Sporting end Dramatic News.—* Must tempt all who are interested in fish and fishing.” 

St. James's Gazette.—* The sixteen illustrations in this volume are the most satisfactory books 
pictures of fish that have ever been produced.” 

Liverpool Courier—* Delightfully-coloured and gilt illustrations. . . . Mr. Cholmondeley- 
Pennell has not a merely superiicial acquaintance with the fish, but is thoroughly familiar with the 
subject in allits pha-es, and is thus able to handle it in a way likely to convey the greatest informa- 
tion in the mo:t agreeable shape.” 


Now Ready at all Booksellers and Libraries. 8vo, 15s. 
SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, & RIVINGTON, CROWN BUILDINGS, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 


FLOATING FLIES AND HOW 


TO DRESS THEM. 
By F. M. HALFORD, Eso. 


“Detached Badger” of the FIELD.| 


Guaranteed correct Patterns of the above can 
only be had from G. HOLLAND, the only person 


hanks"-J. HAWKSLEY, Esq, London. G. HOLLAND, 96, Crane - street, Salisbury, Wilts, | i= the King iom who ties REAL Floaters on either 


P.0.0. to be payable to Salisbury. 


gut or eyed hook, 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


PIKE FISHI 


FLY-FISHING FOR GRAYLING 


ANID oF 
EXHIBITING. 





EIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 





FIRST TIME 


SEASON. 





Seeing that in the rush and the pressure of Spring and Mid-Summer business we are, increasingly of late, unable to make the 
needful attempt to cater for those who have not, as yet, had the opportunity of personally using our Refined Angling Requisites ;—as our 


pioneer projects 
opportunity, 


have been thus paralysed by the army of anglers who habitually draw supplies of improved requisites from us, we take the 
offered by the first lull in the season, to attempt to reach such devotees of the rod as have not hitherto, perhaps, 


Experienced the Pleasure and Profit of using a Genuine Steeled Rod, a Climax (Refined) 
Undrawn Cast, a Perfect Floating Grayling Fly, or a Gossamer Gimp Fike Flight, 


with full assurance that present sacrifice will inevitably lead to future profit, we will, from date herewith, for the next 


TWENTY-ONE 


DAYS ONLY, 


subject to the conditions under-mentioned, DEDUCT 20 PER CENT. (Ge. 4s, in the £1) off our List Prices. 


THIS APPLIES TO BOTH WHOLESALE AND RETAIL LISTS. 


These, the Largest Catalogues of Fishing Specialities in print, free, per book post. 


Trade List to the Trade only. 


NOTE.—The Deduction is allowed on Orders UNDER £5 IN VALUE ONLY. 


Carriage and Postage are extra. 


The Acme Lines are not included in the above quotation. 





D. & W. H. FOSTER, Manufacturers, ASHBOURNE. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported, 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TRA, 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, K.C. Branch 
eek pn eed oh bitte Within, E.C,; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-gr ese ig 
Holborn, W.C., London. : oan SNe ees 


COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 




















J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


atent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 0’clock. Table d’Héte 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, Js. 6d. 

sha large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms, Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken, 











ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), ; 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, 
EC, 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minyte’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


191, STRAND, London, W.C., 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 


NEW GIRTH. 
(Ra. No. 25,835.) 

Worn over left shoulder, with 

another band round the waist, 

thereby distributing the weight 

equally, and keeping the basket ina 
firm position. 

“ DESIDERATUM” 
FISHING BASKET. 
(Rd, No. 25,692), and our 
| IMPROVED FOLDING SPRING JOINT 

LANDING HANDLE AND NET. 


|| Weight of Handle complete, about 12o0z. ; ff 
length when closed, about 2ft, din. ‘ 
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h New Catalogue now ready, Gratis. 
TELEPHONE No. 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish, Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined.”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RINC. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Noy. 27th, 1885, and Jan. 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings, ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk. IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &e,, &c. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 3 Putney. 
45 ; Hammersmith, 
50 “ Barnes, 

Add 55 “f Kew. 
75 rf Richmond, 
80 " Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


” 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 
For Times or HiGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning. Afternoon 

Saturday, October 9 vee Py 11.42 aes a0 12.0 

‘Sunday, " 10 alee ex 12.10 BS soe 12.33 
Monday, 5) 11 ane 4G 12.53 Af Bee 1.10 
Tuesday, - 12 aac BRE 1.29 nie is 1.45 
Wednesday, _ 13 sat Be 2.0 aA eae 2.15 
Thursday, F 14 ope nee 2.30 she a 2.46 
Friday, i 15 KC ae 3.0 ope AS 3.16 


@@ River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 












THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

The river still continuing in a low and bright condition, has made the returns of 
fish-catching somewhat brief, and many of the leading Thames anglers are either 
away or do not care to fish with the water in such an unfavourable condition for 
sport. Several anglers haye been trying the new preserved water between Rich- 
mond Bridge and Isleworth Church Ferry, and in their opinion, backed by that of 
Mr. Thomas Spreckley, who has made several practical visits, it. will become a 
splendid fishery. It has been arranged to sink at once a couple of punts in some of 
the deep places. At the present time there are frequent periods when there is a 
great demand for white fish, and as those periods are known to the officials of the 
T.A.P.S., the keepers, with some additional assistance both of men and boats, are out 
for two or three nights, special attention being directed to the new preserve. 
Happily for the river and those who have to labour in its protection, the gang of 
poachers who used to infest it at those periods have gone over to the great majority ; 
put the link has not altogether been broken yet, as one or two of the old brigade 
still remain. So far, no attempts have been made to net the river, and from the 
extensive arrangements that have been made by the united efforts of the keepers 
belonging to the Thames Conservancy, the T.A.P.S., and several of the fishermen, 
some of whom have volunteered their services, there is little chance of, any illegal 
netting taking place. The death of Frank Kemp breaks up the Kemp connection 
with the river at Teddington, and it isa name that has been long associated with 
that portion of the tideway, and much. respected by a large body of the best of 
Thames anglers. There has been a case of the detection of an angler retaining some 
small roach, which, on explanation, he said were required for dead-bait fishing for 
eels in the Lea, and he has been cautioned against a repetition, with the prospect 
of large penalties, There have been some reports of snatching fish at the Surbiton 
sewer by men fishing in punts drawn abreast of the sewer, and this is generally done 
when there is a freshet of water with the fish coming there in great bodies, when, 
directly the bait gets into the water, they take it. Mr. Spreckley has himself paid 
several visits to the sewer when the men have been at work, but could see nothing 
that would justify an arrest. It is the practice of all anglers at the end of a swim 
to give a kind of a snatch before bringing their line up ; but it does not constitute 
snatching. Public attention having been directed to the matter, orders have been 
issued to prevent the by-laws from being evaded, and on the occurrence of anything 
like real snatching or the capture of unsizeable fish, the offenders will be summoned. 

5 , ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicuMonp.—Job Brain, in four days, 501b. of roach and dace, and four barbel. 
Job Brain, jun., in three days, 30lb., and six barbel. H. Howard, in five days, thirty 
dozen. F. Brown, in three days, with Mr. T. Pratt, 401b. and one barbel, and another 
day 15lb. Mr. Bingley, with W. Aldridge, in one day,.13lb. H. Mansell, in two days, 
30ib. George Platt, in two days with Mr. Brewer, fifteen dozen of roach, and in five 
other days, thirty dozen. ' C. Brown, in three days, 271b. 

TWICKENHAM,—Edward Finch, in four days, 70lb. of roach and dace, and three 





_parbel. John Coxen, jun., in two days, four and a half dozen, two barbel, and one 


bream. C. Hennessey, in one and a half days, three and a half dozen. R. Moffat, in 
two and a half days, sixteen dozen. .Pert Hammerton, in five days, thirty-five 
dozen, and three barbel. J. Spong, in six days, 90ib., including a couple of barbel. 
H. Spiers, in two days and three half-days, 581b. of roach and dace. J.Dobbin, in 
one day with Mr. Howe, ten dozen and four barbel. Another day, with the same 
gentleman, thirteen dozen of roach, and in another day and two half days, sixteen 
dozen and.one barbel. §, Cole, in-three days, 42lb., including a bream of 431b. and 
a jack of 2}lb. Mr. Edward Wright, of the White Swan, one dozen ; a punt by him- 
self, nine bream. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, during the week, a nice show of some good 
gudgeon and dace, and Charles Baldwin similar sport. 

Kingston.—John Johnson, sen., says :—“ Not much done this week, water 80 
bright. Wilkes’ best day, twenty-four dozen gudgeon with two rods. John Johnson, 
jun., six barbel, and two chub of 31b. each, with a few fine dace on the ledger. A 
chub of about 41b. has been taken from the banks. Little doing this week at the 
sewers. The water isso fine, gudgeon will soon want looking for,” 3 

HAMPTON CourT.—William Milbourne writes :—“ Thomas Wheeler, in one day, 
ten barbel ; and Thomas Milbourne, in three days, fourteen harbel, the largest 71b., 
and one brace of jack. This is all that has been done, as the water is so low and 
bright the fishing is getting bad.” > 

SuNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in two days, twelve barbel, six chub, and seven 
bream, John Stroud, in four days, twenty-one barbel, three jack, seven bream, and 
sixteen dozen of gudgeon. T. Stroud, jun.,in three days, twelve. barbel, and ten 
dozen of roach. Mr. Morgan, with Herbert, during the week, twelve'barbel. Mr, 
Streatfield, with Herbert, in one day, five barbel. H. Olarke, in three days, 
thirteen barbel, and ten dozen of roach and dace. E, Clarke, in’five days, six barbel, 
and nine dozen of roach and dace, 

WALTON.—H. Searle, one day, with Mr. Cooper and Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, three 
barbel, the largest 641b. J. Hone, with Mr. Rawson, in one day, a jack of 51b., and 
some good roach. George Hone, in one day, with ,Mr. Mackrell, some good roach. 
R. Watford, one day, four barbel, and one jack ; another day, five barbel, and two 
jack ; another day, a bream of 5lb. ; another day, four dozen of roach; and another 
day, eight dozen of gudgeon. 

SHEPPERTON.—H. Purdue, one day, six dozen of roach and dace, and four dozen 
of gudgeon ; and another day, two dozen of roach and dace. F, Purdue, in one day, 
six dozen of gudgeon, and three perch. W. House, in one day, three jack ; and 
another day, three dozen of roach and dace, one barbel, one bream, and eight dozen 
of gudgeon, 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, in one day, a brace of jack, and three bream. 
A. Poulter, inone day, one brace of jack, F, Poulter, in one day, one brace of jack, 
and three bream. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, in one day, with Messrs. Saunders and Cartwright, eight 
ee weighing 18lb, 12}0z, J. Hackett, in one day, fourteen bream, and one 

arbel., 

Srainrs.—H. J. Clarke, in two days, five barbel. J. Keene, jun., in three days, 
five jack, the largest 6}lb., seven barbel, and eighteen roach. G. Osman, during the 
week, five barbel, seven dozen of gudgeon, four dozen of roach, the largest 1Ib, 50z,, 
two brace of perch, and ten dozen of dace. 


UPPER THAMES. 

The heavy rainstorms of Friday, and again of Tuesday and Wednesday (yester- 
day), which have swept up the valley of the Thames, will materially improve the 
angling, and visitors who thought of departing had better not leave hope behind, 
but stay awhile, if possible, and bag it and some fish of decent calibre, for I feel con- 
fident good sport will accrue after, and with the present push of water. Roach are 
already feeling the influence of the newly-imported water, and are taking fairly 
kindly to glistening paste or gentles, Chub have been had all through the season, 
and have thus prevented Thames fishing being too utterly dull ; they now will best 
be had with cheese paste or tail of lob-worm. Jack may now be fished for in earnest, 
as they are perforce deserting their rotting summer homes. Ihave many small items 
of chub, jack, and roach takes ; but will allow them to grow larger for my next re- 
port, as I am pushed for time, and the postman will not wait even for—MARLOW 


BUZZ, 
; Thames (Datchet). : yp 

The rain we are having must raise the river by the time this gets in print, but I 
fail to see the need of it. The water is very clear, and the barbel are biting to per- 
fection—the oft-told tale of fine and far off is notin it. Fine [admit ; but the most 
barbel we have taken this week has been close to the punt. There have been no jack 
caught this week, for no one has tried them except a gentleman with myself yester- 
day, and only for a short time, and the syn was bright, Water low. Didn't get a 
run,—G, LUMSDEN, : 
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Thames (Goring). 

We have had a good lot of rain here, which I think will timprove the water, 
There has not been much doing in fishing; good weather but bad water. Roach 
are coming on better, Gudgeon have been biting well. A gentleman with me took 
fifteen dozen ina short day. My three best days, twenty-five dozen of gudgeon, two 
dozen of roach, and a few perch. Thursday, water better.—JOHN RUSH. 


Thames (Monkey Island). 


Water still continues very low and bright, and fishing has not been bad consider- 
ing the state of the river. Barbel have been fairly on the feed. There have been 
some very good takes within the last fortnight. Lady Wilton during the season has 
been well among the barbel, having had some very good takes of 301b. to 501b. in a 
day while fishing with my son, some of the fish averaging from 4Ib. to 6lb. weight ; 
also some good takes of roach, dace, and gudgeon. A. Dunn Gardner, Esq., staying 
at the hotel, has also had some very good all-round fishing, Mrs. A. D. Gardner has 
been very lucky getting large fish ; one fine barbel between 61b. and 7lb., and some 
good chub, and some very nice perch whilst gudgeon-fishing ; the latter have been 
wonderfully well on the feed, and are still biting. The jack are beginning to move, 
Mr. A, D, Gardner has taken several jack. Yesterday, with my son, he took three 
nice fish, and lost several others. Myself, yesterday, out with some gentlemen from 
the hotel, got seven barbel, four of them weighing 16lb.; also one nice perch. I 
believe now if the barbel were well baited, there would still be some very good takes 
if the weather Continues mild. I am sorry to say there have been several good trout 
taken while ledgering for barbel, and unfortunately they were dead before the hook 
could be extracted,—_R, PLUMMER, SEN, 


Thames (Reading). 

The heavy rains we have had lately have considerably livened things piscatorial 
up to. something like sport, and if the wind continues in the same quarter, S.S.W., I 
should imagine there will be some good takes. Bait, in the shape of small frogs, 
have been in abundance ; they have been had almost anywhere, even in the town. 
No trouble to search for them; but I have frequently noticed at this 
season of the year when seen so plentiful, in the course of a few days it is almost 
an impossibility to find one, so I advise all those piscators who have a place any- 
thing like suitable, which need not by any means be elaborate, to secure a few 
while they are to be had for some future time during the season, although I do 
not believe in their killing propensities during the time of heavy flood or thick 
water here. Gudgeon are going off the feed to what they were a week since. 
Chub have taken the small frog well during the past week; a few jack also, 
Perch have taken the worm more greedily than the minnow ; several weighing 
1}1b. each, and several good roach over 1lb. weight, with two small barbel, have 
made up the week of—FRANK GOSDEN, 

Thames (Windsor). , 

There isa slight improvement in water since my last, which is not only less bright, 
but weeds are losing their strength and decaying, though slowly, owing to extreme 
mildness of the weather. Sport, with the exception of barbel, has been very indif- 
ferent. Mr.J. Clarke and T, Skelton, of Datchet, have had this last week the best 
bag to my knowledge for one day, namely, fourteen barbel, ten of which were had 
by Mr. Clarke ; largest fish about 4lb. The best barbel of the week was a handsome 
fish of 51b. 6oz., taken with others one evening by Mr, Clinch, of Windsor. Gudgeon- 
fishing has been quite a glorious pastime these last few days, being, now that the 
launches are not running, thoroughly enjoyable. Dace are very numerous, espe- 
cially at Datchet, where bags of over six dozen in the day have been made.—B. R. 
BAMBRIDGE. 


Ancholme (Caistor). ‘ 4 

Yesterday we had heavy tropical rains, with thunder and lightning. The water 
will, therefore, be rather too discoloured for pike fishing, and particularly so in the 
lower reaches, It is very warm for October. On Friday last a fine bream of 441b. 
was taken near Brigg. Numbers of other fish were sporting about, but it was the 
only one the angler obtained. Roach were coming on to feed well. There isan 
enormous quantity of fry in the river—THOMAS ForD. 

Chichester. 

Recent rains have greatly benefited the rivers in the south, the water being a 
much better colour. Selham would now repay a visit; there are always good roach 
and dace to be had, and pike are reported numerous. At Chichester, bream and roach 
seem quite off feed. A few pike have been taken, Mr. Weir securing a brace of well- 
conditioned fish near Hunston, Mr. Canaway also being successful. The water is 
much too weedy for spinning, live gorge proving most successful. A few pike have 
been taken from the upper waters of the Ouse, also some excellent roach. Bass are 
still numerous in Chichester harbour and on the coast. Good sport has been had.— 
GEORGE F, SALTER, 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

There has been a nice colour on the above streams this week. There have been, 
however, few fishermen out, or more would have been accomplished. A dish of 
seven and a half brace of fine grayling was landed yesterday from below Rocester 
with the Winter Dun principally. Two gentlemen fly-fishing in Dovedale a day or 
two after the closed time for trout set in—i.e., on Monday last, took five and a half 
and seven brace of trout in first-rate condition; but as the law prescribed them out 
of season, they were returned, as a matter of course. This kind of thing is general 
invariably during the month of October throughout Derbyshire and Staffordshire. 
Anglers generally throughout the counties named. appear unanimously to condemn 
the sacrifice of a good month’s autumn fishing through October for the open month 
of February, a month when in winter’s chilly inclement weather the brown trout 
family are in the sickly, flabby, and discoloured state that proclaims their spawning 
time. P.S.—We have omitted mentioning that Mr. H. H. Taylor took five anda 
half brace of grayling on Monday from near Rocester with the seasonable—i.e., 
little October Duns,—FostTER Bros., Ashbourne. 

Eden (Carlisle). } 

There is an old saying that autumn salmon-fishing in the Eden is not. worth 
following till October. This has proved to be true in the present season. Certainly, 
one or two fish were killed near Armathwaite in September; but a good many 
blank days were experienced. Theriver was in flood on Sunday, the 3rd inst., but 
hadrun down sufficiently by Monday afternoon to make some reaches fishable. Mr. 
E. L. Hough, than whom there is no better salmon-fisher hereabouts, killed three at 
Crosby, scaling 20lb., 16lb., and 13lb. Tom Bone had two the same day. On 
Tuesday Archdeacon Prescott landed a fish of 271b., and one of 18lb. on Wednesday. 
The same day Mr. Whitmore killed a 211b, fish at Armathwaite. The river is now 
in flood, and will scarcely be in trim again this week —SILVER-GREY. | 

: Ilfracomhe. i 

Sea-fishing.—Although the weather during the past week has been squally, with 
rain, many boats have had fair catches of whiting pout and conger eel, some of them 
having hooked 401b. of the small fish, and 1201lb. of conger eel on a tide, The sport 
in hooking and bringing aboard the latter has been highly appreciated by Visitors 
during the past few days. The estimated catches of all boats since Monday, of 
conger eel, is over a ton weight. There has been some good sport with the rod and 
line from the piers and jetty, Mr. G, Hopkins hooked a good basket of tamlin there 
on Wednesday. Weather to-day fine, wind H.S.H.—E. Commr. 

Lake District. 

The waters are still in good condition owing to a series of “ freshets.” Sea-fish 
continue to run in great quantities ; but little has been done among them during 
the week with rod and line. The weather has been exceedingly close, and there has 
been a great quantity of feed on all the streams. At the Waiste, Messrs. Whitehead 
and Park haye had fair takes of sprods and morts, and in Leven’s Park a few nice 
salmon have been killed, Now that the draw nets are up on Windermere, it comes 
out that the enlargement of the mesh has bettered the position of the fishermen 
rather than injuredit, I may mention that Mr, J, Bryce, who takes great interest 


in fishing matters, has been elected a conservator on the Kent Fishery Board,— 


EPHEMERA, 
Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in good order now, and they have been cutting the weeds, so there 
will be a better chance for the roach fishermen, There were two nice chub taken 
on Tuesday with cheese paste.-—Wm, COWELL. 

: - Leicester. 

The weather during the past week has been of an extremely changeable kind, 
The bright and pleasant atmospheric condition on Monday and Tuesday caused 
anglers to patronise the waters close to the town in goodly numbers, and a fair 
amount of sport was obtained at the Canal and Aylestone waters. All-round fishing 
showed a decided ‘imprevement ; pike, perch, and dace have especially been biting 
freely. Mr. Shelton, fly-fishing, had some remarkably good takes of dace. Most 
days this angler landed from three to four dozen, the best fish weighing from 6oz, 
to 80z. Several krace of average-sized pike haye also been shown during the week 
from Aylestone. A number of anglers have also been very successful at the Brook 
chub-fishing, several lots between 41b. and 5lb., taken with cheese paste, being 
weighed-in at the various clubs, Yesterday (Wednesday) and to-day (Thursday) a 
large quantity of rain has fallen ; but this will not havea detrimental effect on the 
fishing, as the waters were getting low and fine. Prospects of sport are therefore 
good for the future.—ALERT. 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

Rain has fallen copiously since my last report, and has given a chocolate tinge to 
the water, thus considerably improving the prospects for bottom-fishing, Many 
members of the fishing clubs in Derby visited their waters on Saturday last, and, 
taken on the whole, some excellent catches were made, mostly of chub, roach, and 
perch, Some good jack have again been caught both in the river and canal. The 
water was too thick for fly-fishing, and very few rises were tobe seen. In Derby the 
fishing is almost n7/, as the river, in its course through the town, is the receptacle 
of a considerable amount of sewage and residuals, The length between the Darley 
Mills and the Paper Mills has afforded a moderate amount of sport ; and in the 
Duffield club water a few catches of grayling have been made. I am informed that 
a trout was taken in the Hcclesburn: about 2lb., which was, of course, turned 
in again, Nothing of any importance has been done in the Belper waters during 
the week. At Ambergate and Whatstandwell many bottom-fishermen were out last 
Saturday ; but none were able todo much. Messrs. Glossop, Musgrave, Alfrey, and 
Beardesley whipped the streams, but without success, as the water was too thick, 
Throughout last week ‘“ bottomers” have made moderate catches, To-day (Thurs- 
day) rain is falling, and by Saturday the Derwent should be in good condition for 
the bottom.—Guo, Ropurts Brown, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both streams are coloured since the rains of late. There have been but few 
anglers out. Those who haye been out have used the worm; but fishing has been 
dull, A few good grayling have been taken. <A few have tried the grasshopper ; 
but they have met with little success. When the weather gets colder good sport is 
expected, as these streams are well stocked with fish. The Pinsley is coloured, and 
has risen a little. But little fishing done in it of late-—GwyNNE. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The change of weather the last three days has brought the jack on a little. A 
few have been taken, but not very large ; most of them were returned to the water, 
and if the weather continues, sport will be better than it has been for some time. 
Some good roach were taken during the week. All we want is a change of water, 
and then jack will be well on. Subscriptions are required for fishing.—H: Rout, 


Sts Severn (Gloucester). 

This river is now in first-class condition. Good takes of roach and dace have been 
had with maggots. Chub are taking the wasp-grub. The Berkeley Canal has been 
visited by a number of gentlemen, whose takes of roach have been from 5 to 12Ib. 
per rod. The following is a list of their names :—Messrs, J. Haynes, T. Allen, W. 
Boulton, J. Woolmer, F. Daws, Embery, T. Harris, G. Carter, T. Norris, and others, 
On September 30th, near the Shepherd’s Patch, our local club fished their first con- 
test this season. The first prize was won by Mr. J. Wood; second by W. Luker ; 
third by A. C. Faville; fourth by G. Gough; fifth by W. Boulton, The following 
is what I recommend to fish the canal successfully :—A very fine silk line, one yard 
of fine-drawn gut, a No, 10 or 11 Crystal or round bend hook, a quill float, to carry 
two small shot ; bait hook with King’s Natural Bait, mixed with bread, ground bait 
with bran and bread, It is best to let the bran and bread soak in hot water, say, for 
about half an hour. Keep well back from the edge of the water. When you hook a 
fish keep your seat—that is, if you have one.—S1InGLE HAIR, 


Severn (Kidderminster). 

The weather the last few days has turned to summer heat again, but previously a 
great quantity of rain fell, especially at the upper part of the river; in fact, to 
such an extent that the water rose from 3ft. to 4ft.in one night. A great many 
anglers were up early on the 4th inst., and tramping seven or eight miles to their 
favourite swims could scarcely credit the change in so few hours. The consequence 
was there were very few fish taken, the river being swollen over the banks, making 
it impossible to get|into the proper swims. Several anglers who reside on the banks 
of the Severn, noticing the rise of the water, took the advantage, and some good 
baskets of roach and dace were taken with gentles. One solitary trout of 8o0z. is 
all I have heard of the last fortnight. To-day the water has subsided considerably, 
Two or three anglers went on a reconnoitring expedition, and found the river suite 
able; in two or three hours’ fishing secured from 61b. to 7lb. per rod. Ina couple of 
days the Severn will be all that can be desired. The Stour has yielded some capital 
takes of roach of late. P.S.—Parties using the double-eyed hooks find that, in striking 
the fish, the hair is cut through in the eye of the hook. One angler using the 
double-eyed hook lost several good fish from that cause.—E. E. 

Tees. 

Salmon-fishing has been pursued vigorously during the past week. A big flood 
came down on Friday last, on which day Mr. R. Thornton, on the Stapleton water, 
landed a salmon of 241b. ; this isan extraordinarily large size for this river. The fish 
was not in condition, or he would not have landed it in ashort fight of ten minutes, 
The water was in splendid order on Monday, and in spite of the heavy downpour of 
rain the whole of the morning, the following isa listof captures :—Mr. J. Bamlett, 
one, 13lb.; Mr. R. Thornton, one, 5lb. ; Mr. B. Chaytor, one, 5lb. ; Mr. W. H. Pluse, 
one, 5lb.; Mr. J. Simpson, one, 5}1b.; and Mr. Webster three fish. On Wednesday, the 
6th inst., Mr. B. Chaytor, one, 41b.; and Mr, G. J. Snaith, one, 441b. A large number 
of fish have been lost through being lightly hooked. River was fall of fresh water 
again on Thursday, but will be fishable again on Friday.—G. J. S. 


Teme (Ludlow). 

This water is now a little coloured, and has risen a little. Fishing onthe whole, 
has been quiet, although several nice lots of grayling haye been landed, Rain has 
been had here, which has stopped fly-fishing until the water clears. With the 
worm some good fish have been caught, The Clun, Ony, and Corve are all coloured. 
Little fishing done in them, 

_ Teme (Tenbury). 

The water in this part is a little higher than last week, and is coloured. There 
has been but little fishing done ; the principal fishing has been with the worm, but 
no good catches have been made. The grayling are well on the feed during the 
day, The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are alla little coloured ; no fishing has been 
done in them this week,—WoRCRESTER. ; 


Torridge (Torrington), 


The river is now getting in good order for fishing after the two floods we have 
had, a big flood on Saturday and one again yesterday, which brought up lots of 
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salmon and peal. Thirteen peal have been taken this week, the largest 4}lb, Many 
salmon were seen in the pools and showing at the weir.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


. _. rent and Lower Dave (Burton). | 

Friday, October 1st, was the last day for trout-fishing in this district, Taken 
altogether, it has been a disappointing one, not so many fish having been taken as 
in the previous. In opposition to this, the season for rough fish is the best that has 
been known about here for a long while, immense quantities of roach, dace, 
chub, eels, and barbel rewarding the numerous fishermen, particularly in the Wet- 
moor and the Burton Association waters at Newton, a few miles below the town. 
Of grayling-fishing the least said the better, it having been a complete failure until 
the last three weeks, when they began to move with a little more freedom: Twelve 
brace were taken yesterday (Wednesday) with the Honey Dun Bumble below 
Rocester. The salmon were not slow to take advantage of the rise on the Dove on 
Saturday and Sunday. On the last named day I counted 27 fish in 30 minutes jump 
at the Clay Mills weir, not one of which managed to surmount the obstacle.—S. 


HowARTH. 
2 Trent (Nottingham). 


We had a very heavy downpour of rain in this district on Wednesday, and on 
Thursday afternoon the river commenced to rise. Many anglers have visited the 
Trent since our last, and in the Sawley length the capture of several large barbel, 
two heaviest 1121b., is reported. They were killed ona left-baiting by two gentle- 
men from Sheffield. Five were taken out of the Lane End swim below King’s|Mills 
weirs on Monday by. Mr. T. Wood, the lessee, who also hooked and successfully 
landed a splendid trout of,521b.. Barbel have fed, though less freely, at Shardlow, 
where such fish as roach and dace have shown good sport to the maggot votaries. 
Five barbel were got by one of the subscribers to the Wilford length on Tuesday, 
and amongst others brought to bank at Burton Joyce we saw one of 5$lb. Most of 
the fish were bagged with greayes, which class of bait accounted for a basket of 
bream at Fiskerton. The question of the punting fishing case, already reported, was 
raised in the Nottingham Town Council meeting on Monday, and was referred to the 
Public Parks Committee for consideration.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 

PERO loom: Usk (Usk). 

The river during the week has been in capital order for angling, and a good 
number of good-seasoned salmon have been landed among the number. On Tuesday 
Mr. Humphreys caught two ; Mr. Coles, one; Mr. Jackson, 1; Mr. T. Rees, three, 
and. lost two. Wednesday: Mr. Rees, two, and other anglers were successful. 
Thursday : Mr. Rees, two. The probability is that there will be good sport to the 


end of the:month.—ARGUS. 
ete Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

The rivers throughout the county have been in very fair order during the past 
week, and several very nice dishes have, been secured, chiefly through the agency of 
the maggot. One Leeds angler caught a fine basket of large dace at Arthington last 
Saturday with this bait ; but several others fishing close beside him could not get 
hold of thematall. A splendid dish of grayling was taken on the Burnsall Club 
length a week last, Saturday. They were taken by swimming the worm ; but I 
cannot say in my experience I ever knew them take this bait really well until about 
the beginning of November. The fish numbered twenty brace, and averaged 8o0z, 
each._—_ FRANCIS M, WALBRAN. 

re} Wye and Derwent. 

There has been a lot of grayling killed lately on both the Chatsworth and Mat- 
lock Club waters with Eaton’s Honey Dun Bumbles and Rea Bumble flies; the 
Ash Dun has also taken a few fish. The bottom-fishermen—those who have 
been fishing in the Nottingham style, swimming their baits in the swims and 
streams—have done well with both maggots and worms for baits, killing grayling, 
roach, dace, and a few perch. A lot of rain fell yesterday (Wednesday), which has 
again disturbed the Derwent, and spoiled it for a short time for fly-fishing. Water 
unsettled.—_GnoRGE JAMES HATON. 


Yare (Cantley). 


Reports from Host Goldspink have just reached me, and I am pleased to say that 
sport, both with regard to pike and roach, has been above the average ; in fact the 
past fortnight has been everything that any one could desire——ROBERT MOLL, 


i! Yare (Norwich). 

The splendid weather we have experienced during the past fortnight has been 
greatly in favour of the angler, and for some days past this river has been in first- 
rate conditionfor pike trailing, and the success that has attended the efforts of our 
local men is something astonishing. For instance, one gentleman had 25 runs, hooked 
19 fish, and returned 3, leaving 16 as the result of the day’s sport. On another occa- 
sion he caught 11, and I:may say that this angler is a thorough sportsman, and only 
kills sizeable jack. Others, in several instances, have done remarkably well. This 
is the report from Buckenham Ferry, where T also am informed that some capital 
catches of roach have been had in some cases, As much as. two stone 
have been caught by two rods, and this in delightful weather, such 
as very few Octobers favours us with. I might mention that as our friend Mr. 
Varvel was angling for roach, either he or his companion caught a jack on the roach 
hook, and on another occasion a jack was caught with red paste under the Old 
Willow Tree, weighing 3}lb. Yesterday, in the well-known Sheep Wash, a splendid 
catch of roach was caught, and, more remarkable, these were caught in deepish 
water, which is contrary to the experience of some weeks past, as the fish have been 
on.the muddy shallows. Ishould venture an opinion that this is accounted for by the 
changeable weather. On the Bure I hear that a great many anglers have been down, 
and that many have had good catches, especially jack ; but roach and bream are also 
wellon the feed, Prospects good all round. —RoBERT MOLL. 

pes Yore (Hawes). ' 
. The river has been in, a state of fresh for several days ; but owing to the annual 
autumn fairs nothing, has been done of any consequence in the angling departments, 
Trout are now running vigorously, and I expect when the runners have fined down 





somewhat we shall see the becks full of spawning fish. Trout-fishing is at an end | 


for this season, and may be classed amongst the worst known for many years, not 
from any scarcity of fish, but from the peculiar character of the season. Grayling 


are very plentiful, and when the season opens after the annual interim in order to | 
allow the trout to get out of the river, good sport may be looked for. Iam happy | 


to say, owing to Mr. Walbran’s advocating an extension of the grayling season, we 
have an extension of grayling) fishing until, 1 believe, the 1st of February.—J. 


Corry, | 





NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 

Tux following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 
for the FisHinG Gazerre by Messrs. Hughes, Eh, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may be obtaimed :—- — 

12,285-ALFRED WILLIAMS, of Redditch, for an invention of ‘‘ New Silk and 
‘Silkworm Gut Fishing-line.” 

12,576.—Epwin Henry GrorGe BREWSTER, of Camden-grove, Peckham-road, 
for an invention of “ Improvements in ‘Disgorgers, or Instruments for 

‘Extracting Hooks from Fish.” 


cee cleetieepiadteenaemngpenetabeeeinanermeet 





DROWNED: WHILE F1sHiING.—Dr, Diplock held an inquest on Monday at Rivers- 
dale Lodge, Hanworth, near Feltham, on the body of a gentleman named Thomas 
George Hall, aged 29. On Saturday afternoon the deceased was fishing near Rivers- 


dale Lodge, where he was staying, when he was seized with an epileptic fit, fell 1 
forward, and was drowned, A verdict of “Accidentally drowned whilst in a fit” 


was returned, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CuuB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible.) 








ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

The monthly committee meeting of the above was held on Monday at the Fores- 
ters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, Mr. P. G een in the chair. The minutes of the previous 
monthly committee were read and confirmed. The Ponder’s End and Enfield Lock 
Angling Society had requested that our secretary should apply to the Great Eastern 
Railway, asking them to grant cheap railway tickets from Enfield Lock Station. 
The following is their reply :— 

“Oct. Ist, 1886. Dear Sir—I am in receipt of your letter of the 28th ult., and 
shall have pleasure in giving directions for members of the Anglers’ Association to 
be booked at the reduced fares on production of their cards of membership at 
Enfield Lock Station in future.—I am, yours truly, Jamus Ropertson. To Mr. R. 
Ghurney.” 

An application had been received from the Gresham, asking for permission to fish 
the Guy’s Farm water at Maldon (rented by the Anglers’ Association for the 
exclusive use of its members), and this permission had been readily given, In 
consequence, a letter was read from the Gresham, containing the following reso- 
lution :—“That the cordial thanks of this society are due, and are hereby 
recorded, to the Anglers’ Association, for their unhesitating and unanimous per- 
mission to fish the Maldon water on a specified day.”—Signed, J. W. Hartley, ‘sec. 
Attention was directed to a letter which appeared in a contemporary signed “ H.C,,” 
with regard to preserving and restocking the Lea, and it was proposed and carried 
that the president be requested to reply to it, A gentleman, whose name andaddress 
had been handed to the secretary, for taking an undersized jack in the Lea, had been 
communicated with asking for an explanation. A very courteous reply was received, 
expressing regret, and it was unanimously decided to accept the apology. Anappli- 
cation was made by a member of the Central Association asking to have his ticket 
transferred to the Anglers’ Association, and it was decided to communicate with the 
secretary of his club with a view to granting his request, and in accordance with a 
resolution passed in July last as follows :—‘ That any member of a duly enrolled 
society, which has paid an entrance fee to one or other of the Associations, holding a 
Central Association ticket, and being desirous of joining us, may, through the secre- 
tary of his society, on payment of one shilling, and giving up such Central ticket to 
our secretary for surrender, receive the privilege of the Anglers’ Association.” The 
secretary stated that we have now issued 2,900 privilege tickets, and fresh applica- 
tions are continually arriving. A hearty vote of thanks to the chairman concluded 
the business at 10h. 25m.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

FURTHER RAILWAY CONCESSION. 

T have the pleasure to announce that the Great Eastern Railway Company, with 
their usual liberality, have consented to issue the anglers’ cheap tickets (on produc- 
tion of the member's privilege card) from Enfield Lock Station.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

ALBION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 7th inst. the members of this society competed fora number of prizes given 
by the Welsh Ale Brewery Company (f. A. Edwards, Esq., and G. Cotton, Esq.), 
with the following result :—Mr. Gremmett, 7}1b. 120z2., roach and dace; Mr, T. 
Hughes, 7lb. 7oz., roach and dace; Mr. Baldwin, 6lb. 120z., roach and perch ; Mr. 
Beckett, 3lb. O4oz., roach; Mr. Marsdon, 1b. 4402. Among the roach were some 
beauties going over 21b,—PIXIE. 

ALLIANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society intend holding their return visit on the 12th inst., when mem- 
bers of both associations are cordially invited to attend. All anglers attending this 
visit will be entitled to fish fora handsome barometer, given by our worthy host, Mr. 
Goody, particulars of which will be published in the angling journals as soon as the 
arrangements are completed. I notice that the name of the Anglers’ Association 
has been omitted from the circulars sent round to the clubs, Members of that asso- 
ciation are hereby informed that this is purely an oversight, and that we shall he 
very pleased to see them.—W. AUGREY. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
{ §On Sept. 26th, no fish weighedjin on account of the thirty-third annual dinner taking 
place at Mr. Coome’s, Five Horseshoes, Hoddesdon, where a most substantial dinner 
was placed on the table in a very satisfactory manner by the host, and which elicited 
a very great amount of praise by the partakers of it. Mr. GC. A. Medealf acted as 
steward and chairman, faced by Mr. Vian, the host of the club-house. The chair- 
man pronounced grace both before and after in his most gracious style, which has 
won him the cake so often. Mr. Say proposed a vote of thanks, seconded by Mr, 
Brearley, to Mr. Coomes for the most able manner in which he had catered for them, 
and was carried ina hearty manner. The morning was anything but pleasant, but 
after dinner it was very fine. Some went angling, with but little success, while 
others took a stroll to see the source of the new river at Amwell, and the quaint 
church and churchyard, where a fine view of the country is to be seen. A great 
number returned to tea, and all acknowledged that the day’s outing was everything 
as “amicable” as the name of the club implies. On Oct. 3rd, five members had fish, but 
only two weighed-in :—Mr. Harding, roach, bib. 9oz. ; dace, 5lb, 140z, ; chub, 11b, loz, 
Mr, Say, roach, 41b, loz.—J. WORLEDGE. 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £4 1s. from 
the donation boxes of the Globe Au-sling Society, and the balance, £3 13s, 6d., 
making a total of £18 13s. 6d., the proceeds of the angling tournament, promoted by 
the Richmond Piscatorial Society. —li. GHURNEY, sec. ¢ 

ATHEN HUM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Most of our members have been angling at intervals during the last few weeks, 
and some of them have had excellent takes of fish ; especially when the brightness 
of the water and general conditions are taken into consideration, Several friendly 
expeditions are arranged for among the members during the winter season, The 
society is strictly limited as regards numbers, and does not fish for prizes. We hope 
to hold special monthly meetings during the season, to which members of the 
Central Association of London angling clubs will be invited; at these meetings 
papers will be read, and angling items of interest to all anglers discussed. The open- 
ing paper will be read by Mr, T, Crumplen, formerly of the Gresham Angling 
Society ; particulars will be announced in due course.—T. PoULTER CRUMPLEN, 
hon. sec. 
BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. Para 

Our trays were full on October 3,, Mr. H. Martin weighing seven splendid roach, 
going over 7lb. ; Mr. Gisbourne, a good bag from Amberley ; Mr. H. Ford roach and 
dace from the Mole. Our next contest for prizes, presented by Mr. W. 
Burgess, Hsq., value two guineas and a half, will be fished at Egham on October 
10th, starting from Clapham Junction 8.45 ; all fish to weigh. On October 24th, 
three prizes presented by John S. Gelliat, Hsq., M.P., at Windsor. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
A good muster of members was again recorded on Friday last, when the balance; 


| sheet, which had been audited by Messrs Deplidge and Robbins, was brought for- 


ward and read, and a good balance was reported after all expenses were deducted, 
Mr. H. Bryan was elected chairman, and Mr. G. Erssar vice-chairman, for the month, 
A hearty vote of thanks was passsd to Mr. J. Smith for the able manner in which 
he had conducted the business of the society during his chairmanship, to which Mr. 
Smith duly responded. Another gentleman was proposed as a member, making the 
twentieth proposed this season, We had some good songs from the members and 
friends present, and a very pleasant evening was. spent. On the 3rd inst. some 
twenty members were out, but had very poor sport. Amongst the most successful 
were Messrs, S. Bryan, W. Robbins, Massey, jun., E, Alexander, G. Ersser, G. Salis- 
bury, and W, Temlett, On Tuesday Messrs, Deplidge, Ersser, Salisbury, Baker, and 
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S. Bryan paid the return visit to the Silver Trouts. They were treated with the usual 
cordiality of the S. T.s, and highly entertained by a member of the “Glucka Cir- 
cassian family.’—STmwArt BRYAN. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The following members weighed in on the 3rd inst. :—Mr, Clark, afew roach from 
the Stort ; Mr. Grimaldi, gudgeon ; and Mr. Cuxson, barbel, dace, and gudgeon, both 
from the Thames. Several others visited the Lea and returned with long faces and 
“narea fish,” Vil desperandum, boys !—J ACKO. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The fifty-first regular meeting of the club was held October 4th. No business was 
transacted. The secretary announced the following takes : Mr. Roebuck, one perch, 
11b, ; two tench, 3lb. 340z. ; one tench, 21b. 40z.; perch and pike, 11lb. 50z, Mr. Bond, 
one tench, 1lb, 1loz.; roach and rudd, 7lb. 4oz, Mr. Clark, two barbel, 3lb. 430z. 
Mr. Coleman, one roach, 1lb. 1540z. ; one roach, 1lb. lloz.; one roach, Ilb. 90z.; one 
roach, 1lb. 100z. ; one roach, 1lb. 100z. ; one roach, 1lb. 9}0z.; eleven roach, 4lb. 4oz. 
Mr. Millbourn, two roach, 1lb. 240z. ; one rudd, 2lb.; one rudd, 1lb. 14o0z. ; sixteen 
rudd, 18lb. 90z. Mr. Barker, one rudd, 11b. 1l40z.; twenty-one rudd, 22lb, 80z. Mr. 
Hodgkinson, two jack, 6lb. 4oz.—F. E. LONGLEY, hon. sec. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The monthly meeting was held on Friday week last at the Star and Garter, St. 
Martin’s-lane ; the president, Mr.J.C. Murray, in thechair, Mr. W. Wade undertaking 
the duties of secretary in the unavoidable absence of Mr. Fitch. Much business of 
importance was transacted. The Borough of Finsbury Piscatorials were enrolled, 
and a deputation from the Association appointed to confer with the Tunbridge Asso- 
ciation. A visit to the Howick Brothers at Woolwich was arranged to take place 
on Monday, the 18th inst. Members to assemble at the Dockyard Station at 2 o'clock, 
and go over the Royal Arsenal, those to whom this may be inconvenient attending 
at the Lord Howick at 8 o’clock. The proceedings closed with thanks to president, 
vice-president, and secretary.—T. G 

CLAPTON, 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. J. Wood in the chair. 
General business was transacted, including the election of a new member proposed 
last week, and the nomination of two new members for election next week. Mr. G. 
Colls and Mr. Crook, sen., had a very fine show of roach and dace from the Thames, 
Mr. J. Wood and several other members had a day at our waters at Sewardstone 
(Stone’s), getting some small jack and perch. Mr. A. Smith was congratulated on 
taking the first prize, of a handsome rod, in the roach competition at Selham. A 
cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings. I regret to say the 
poor Lea is still in a dreadful state from pollution, thousands of fine fish poisoned 
and floating on its surface ; more persistent defiance of all sanitary laws could never 
exist. Sore throats, the precursor of deadly fevers, are the rule amongst those 
residing near the contaminated waters! Do not the empty houses in Clapton tell 
their own tale? What will be the result—Hrnry Howsgs, hon. sec, 

EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Although our members have been very persevering of late in their endeavours to 
get a good weigh-in, I am sorry to say that they have not been very successful ; but 
as it seems to be the same all round, I suppose we mustn’t grumble. On the 3rd 
inst. Messrs. Brotherhood, Cantle, and Fisher gave Ware another trial, but found 
the fish very ware-y, and only managed to get a few roach and dace, the best fish 
being a nice dace, taken by Mr. Fisher (an appropriate name, by the way), and 
weighing just on 4lb. Mr. Brown and myself were out trying to discover some 
“fresh swims and pastures new,” but in spite of all our walking and troubles we 
didn’t find much, beyond half a dozen sizeable roach, and the flavour of a good drop 
of Sussex ale-—WARWICK. 

GLOUCESTER MUTUAL ANGLING CLUB. 

The Mutual Angling Club had a pegged-down prize competition on Thursday in 
the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal, near Shepherd’s Patch. The first prize, a new 
patent landing net and handle, given by Mr, Tom Harris for the six heaviest fish, 
was won by Mr. John Wood; second prize for the largest fish, a fishing-rod, won by 
Mr. W. Luker ; third prize for gross weight, won by Mr, A. C. Faville ; fourth prize 
for the smallest fish won by Mr. W. Boulton; and fifth prize for second gross 
weight by Mr.C, Gough. The next competition will be a roving one. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club, to the number of 60, fished a peg-down match at 
Waltham Cross on the 3rd, the results being very disappointing, for only six took 
weighable fish :—Messrs. Maybury Ist, Devon 2nd, Hastings 3rd, E. H. Mead 4th, 
Armsworth 5th, T, Raynor 6th. Notice to members.—The prizes not taken to be 
fished for on Oct. 10th, all to go where they choose. There wasa very large attend- 
ance at the concert on behalf of Mr. Snooks on Oct. 4th, but the prizes could not be 
drawn for, as there were so many tickets outstanding. The committee desires all 
friends having books to forward at once, as the draw will positively take 
place next Monday, Oct 11th. On th 5th there wasa good a good attendance of mem- 
bers : two members enrolled, three propositions taken.—R. MURPHY. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

At a good gathering of the members on Tuesday, much important business was 
done. Messrs. Geo. Chambers and J. M. Hartley were elected Honorary Secretaries, 
Arrangements were completed for the outing on Tuesday, the 12th inst. Those 
intending to anticipate, to leave Liverpool-street by the 7.8 a.m, train for Hatfield 
Peverel. . Mr. Jas. Taylor, the chairman, reported that he had received a further 
letter from the Dean of Winchester, approving the steps taken by the society for 
raising the fund, and that he considered the sum of £80 would be required. Dr. 
Brunton reported that the Piscatorial Society intended to warmly co-operate in the 
movement, as did also the Anglers’ Association, A letter was read from Mr. W. 
Oldham Chambers, promising to read a paper on an interesting topic to the society 
shortly. Due notice of this will be given later on. After the relation of recent 
angling experiences, and the usual vote to the chairman, the meeting separated,— 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

We were saved from a blank on the 8rd inst. by Mr. G. H. Wood with a fine show 
of dace. The next return visit (No. 1 Eastern District Anglers’ Association) will 
take place in the society’s club-room, the Cherry Tree, Kingsland-road, near Shore- 
ditch Church, on Monday evening next, October 11th, chair to be taken at nine 
o'clock by Mr. W. Midson, Dalston Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On Oct, 3rd only six of our members were out. The following weighed in :— 
Messrs. W. North, roach; R. Clark, dace and gudgeon; H. Bigsby, roach; A. 
Whiteley, roach. Oct. 5th, Mr. E. Pyne weighed in roach. Last Tuesday night two 
gentlemen were nominated, and several have promised to join us.—R. CLARK, sec. 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few of our members out lately. C. Smart and J. Spratly, fishing together 
on the 4th inst., got a nice show of roach and dace. A special meeting will be 
held on the 10th inst. to arrange the when and where for the next competition. 
It is hoped all members will try to be present.—C, SMART, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Messrs. C. Hayward, T. Harris, and H. Butt will each give a prize to be fished 
for on Oct. 24th in any part of the Thames. All kinds weigh according to rules, 
Competitors may start on the Saturday evening prior to this competition. Mr, A, 
E. Bedford will give a prize for the heaviest jack taken from now to the end of the 
season.—H, B, 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 26th ult. we were saved froma blank by Mr. Gillies, who had roach from 
the Medway. At our weekly meeting on the 29th ult, we enrolled Mr. Short as a 
new member, who, we have every reason to believe, will makea valuable acquisition 
to our working staff. On the 3rd inst. our trays presented a passable show, Mr. 
Gillies having perch, roach, and dace, from the Thames ; Mr, May, roach, from the 
same quarters ; Mr. Bunn, roach, from the Lea; and our new member, Mr. Short, 
jack, from the Stort. Other two members (Messrs, Blackman and Comber) who 


were out had fish ; but through missing the train they anticipated catching, they 
did not reach the club-house before closing time.—A. MAY, hon, sec, 


NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
A special meeting having been called by Mr. Clark for the 14th inst., for the 
purpose of inquiring into the working of No. 27 of the rules, members will oblige by 
being in attendance on that date.—G. T. FLETCHER, sec. 


NORTH WALSHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the invitation of Sir Edward Birkbeck, Bart., M.P., the North Walsham Angling 
Society held their first angling competition in the river at Horstead, between Merton 
and Coltishall bridges. About 30 members threw in, but the catches were not large, 
and at the close of the contest Sir Edward expressed his regret that this was so, and 
said that on the next occasion of the club’s meeting he would have a reach cleared 
of the weeds. The biggest fish taken were a bream of 3lb. 3}0z. by Mr. H. Brooks, 
and a roach of 1lb. 7#0z. by Mr. C. F. Rump. The winners were—Ilst, Mr. N. B. 
Webster, twelve fish, 3lb. 13}0z,; 2nd, Mr. C. F. Rump, eight fish, 3lb. 10oz.; 3rd, 
Mr, R, Turner, eleven fish, 3lb, 60z.; 4th, Mr. H. Brooks, one fish, 3lb. 330z. ; 5th, 
Mr. W. Allen, two fish, 1lb, 240z.; 6th, Mr. W. Gibbons, four fish, 12}0z. ; 7th, Mr, 
C. W. Simpson, four fish, 120z.; 8th, Mr. J. Burton, one fish, 930z.; 9th, Mr, F, 
Barnes, one fish, 8}0z. ; 10th, Mr. James W. Worts, one fish, 330z, 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 3rd inst., the following members had fish : Mr. Swain, dace ; Mr. Billings, 
dace and roach, from the Lea ; Mr. J. Brown, jack ; Mr. Wynn, ditto ; Mr. W. Plump- 
ton, ditto, from the Welsh Harp ; Mr. Proehl, roach, from the Thames; Mr. Aldis, 
roach and jack, from Elstree. On the 4th inst., Mr. W. Plumpton, a good jack, 
9b. 10}0z. 5th inst., a nice brace, going 16lb., and one eel, measuring 34}in., all 
from the Welsh Harp. No doubt Elstree anglers will be sorry to hear of our old and 
obliging friend G, Cheshire’s misfortune, he having had five children ill for some 
time with diphtheria, two of which have since died, Any friend desirous of assisting 
him, may do so by communicating with Mr. Aldis at the above club—W. GREEN- 


WOOD, see, 
PONDER’S END ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The entries for the sweepstake, to take place at Ponder’s End on the 17th October, 

are coming in, and will remain open up till 9.45, the day of fishing.—J. JONES. 
RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above held their second quarterly meeting on the 6th inst. at 
the Horseshoe and Magpie, Great Bath-street, E.C. The society continues to pro- 
gress satisfactorily, six members having joined during the past quarter. Any angler 
wishing to join a bond-fide angling society cannot do better than become a member 
of the Rising Sun. On the 3rd inst. Mr. Piggott weighed-in 4b, of roach ; Mr. Robert 
Sharpless, 1lb. 14lb.; Messrs, Wildey, Bedford, and Mallard also had roach,—C, 


PIGGOTT, sec. 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 3rd, the following exhibited roach, dace, and gudgeon ; some of the latter 
were very fine, one among them weighing 2}oz. plump :—Messrs, R. Chantry, R. 
Smith, C. A. Pocock, R. Chantry, jun., Wigley, and T. Lines, On the 6th, Mr. J. 
Davis was the first to take the advantage of weighing-in on Wednesdays with a nice 
lot of dace from Richmond. Mr, Storrar has given a prize for the heaviest jack 
over 2lb, taken any Sunday during October.—PIXIE. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our meeting on Tuesday, 5th inst., was well attended by members and friends. 
Two new members were enrolled, one of whom made a substantial addition to our 
prize list. Amongst $ur visitors were members of the Brunswick Piscatorials, the 
Signor Glucka,and Mr. Grosvenor, who contributedina talented manner to the concert 
which wound up our jovial gathering. Mr. Griffiths’s testimonial was not presented 
him last Tuesday, his absence being unavoidable, but a special meeting is convened 
for that purpose on Tuesday, 12th inst.—CERASUS, sec. 

SOUTH HORNSEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 3rd inst. we had a nice show of roach by Messrs. Kidd and Parry, Mr. Parry 

having one 1lb, The members fish for a series of prizes on the 10th (boundary).— 


E. K1pp, sec. 
SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The next return visit on the above list will take place at the Kenningtonians 
Angling Society, Durham Arms, Harleyford-road, Kennington, on Monday, Oct. 11, 
when I hope to have the pleasure of seeing as many anglers and friends present 
as can make it convenient toattend.—J. Court, hon. sec. 

‘ STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Although several of our members have been out, very small takes of fish have 
rewarded their efforts during the last fortnight. The following is the record on 
Sept. 26th :—Mr. S. Orrow, bream and roach, 3lb. 840z.; Mr. T. Harris, roach, 
3lb, 5$0z.; Mr. T. Millington, bream, 2lb. 5}0z.; Mr. T. Gretton, a perch, 11b. 1foz. ; 
and Mr, W. Watkins, roach. On Sept, 28th, Messrs, Godfrey and Vincent weighed-in 
roach, and on the same evening a proposition was put to the meeting and carried : 
“That Sunday members weigh-in their fish from 9'0’clock until 10.45, but not remove 
them from the trays before 10.15, or they will not be placed to their credit,” On the 
3rd ult. Mr. W. Bedford, sen., and Mr. W. Bedford, jun., weighed-in jack and roach, 
and Mr. E. Hagger, roach and gudgeon.—T. GRETTON. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above club were out on the 3rd inst., but Iam sorry to 
say there was not much sport. Mr. H, Tyler, roach and gudgeon ; J..Currans, roach ; 
W. Tyler had some roach, but did not show up. Our host, Mr. W. Wood, presented 
the club with a nice tea-service to be fished for. I hope to have a better report 


next week.—H, TYLER. 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern on Thursday, Sept. 30, Mr. Bayley in the 
chair ; several members and friends present. After the minutes had been read and 
passed, there being no other business, the company spent a most enjoyable evening, 
some excellent songs and recitations being given. On the 3rd inst. several of the 
members brought up some good roach from the Thames, Mr. Allard taking the first 
prize (given by Mr. H. Dale), Mr. Crowne the second (given by Mr. Glover), Mr, 
Griffin the third (given by Mr. Crowne), and Mr. Crisp, jun., the fourth (given by 
Mr. W. Taylor). The competition on Thursday, Oct. 14, for two prizes was resolved 
to be an open one—punt or bank, public or private. Messrs. Hibble and Crisp 
weighed in jack and roach, and Mr. H. Bayley had a splendid show of roach from 
Fordingbridge, Hampshire.—W. L. GRIFFIN, sec. ; 

WATFORD PISCATORIALS. 

During the past month some very fine trout have been weighed. Mr. Ross had 
four fish over 3lb., largest 3lb. 540z.; Mr. Eden, three fish over 31b., largest 41b. 640z.; 
Messrs. Boydell and Harby weighed some chub, largest 1lb. 1450z. from private 
water ; Mr. O. Middleton, chub, 3lb. 80z., from club water.—BLACK Rob, 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

The weekly meeting of the above society took place on Thursday evening, Mr. 
C. R. Stock in the chair, faced by Mr. A. Peart in the vice-chair, The minutes of 
the last meeting having been read and confirmed, another gentleman was proposed 
and seconded, who will be balloted for next Thursday. A few members have been 
out, but no luck, the water being so bright. Members are requested to remember 
the 14th inst. to discuss when and where the match is to be fished, and the amount 
to be taken out of the club funds, added to which Mr. Forman has kindly presented 
one guinea. The gentleman proposed on Thursday, 23rd ult., was duly bolloted for 
on the 30th ult., and was unanimously elected.—B. 

ANGLING COMPETITION, . 

A pegged-down match (open to any anglers) will be fished at Wateringbury, 
(river Medway) on October 17, for £5. First prize £2 10s. ; second, £1 5s, ; third, 
15s.; fourth, 10s. The entrance fee of 1s. must be paid to Mr. C, Hutson, Kent Arms 
Hotel, Wateringbury, on or before October 16th. Conditions and other particulars 
can be obtained of Mr, C, Hutson, as above ; or of Mr, E, 8. Shrubsole, 15, Mill-street, 
Maidstone, 


——_ 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





J.B. Houmns.—We know no house which sells 18ft. roach rods for 3s.6d, Kewellappears 
to have done it to get cash to bolt with, leaving his debts all unpaid. We hope 
our readers will always let us know when they find they are dealing with such 
people as Kewell and Co. 

W. G. Hooron (Leicester).—The best book on roach-fishing is the “Book of the 
Roach,” by the late Greville Fennell, published by Sampson Low and Co., 188, 
Fleet-street, London ; post free for 2s. 

J.R.—For keeping gentles in the winter “The Trent Otter” recommends you to 
“ half fill a box with sand and bran, get a bullock’s liver well blown late in the 
season, put it in the box, fill up with bran and sand, and bury it in the earth.” 
Of course, safe from effects of frost. 

W. G. S. (Stockton-on-Tees),—You should get a copy of “ Practical Taxidermy,” 
7s, 6d., published at the Bazaar office, Strand, London, In the chapter on 
fish stuffing there are some directions about fish casting. In the Bazaar for 
Sept. 22, 1884, there is a general article on making plaster casts, but with- 
out special reference to fish, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL. 

S1r,—My suggestion that the Dean and Chapter should find a place on the Great 
Screen for Izaak Walton has attracted so much attention that I hope you will 
allow me to assure the lovers of the gentle craft that we will gladly reserve a niche 
for the “Father of Angling,” should anglers be kindly inclined to present us with 
his statue. We should set him over against his brother-in-law, good Bishop Ken, 
who is said to have repaid Walton’s loving care over him in youth by penning 
those simple and graceful lines which are over the ‘“ aged sire’s ” resting-place, and 
were reproduced in your last week’s GAzETTE. Walton lived to a great age, and 
died in the house of his son-in-law, Dr. Hawkins, who was one of the.Prebendaries 
of this Cathedral. Ken, who was also a Prebendary of Winchester, lived in a house 
in the Close, unfortunately pulled down some thirty years ago ; and there, too, 
Walton was a frequent visitor. The garden of that house stretches down toa bright 
little stream, one of the many branches of the Itchen, in which even now a trout 
may sometimes be taken ; and we can imagine how often the old man's steps carried 
him to the riverside, where he might meditate, in his own sweet, simple fashion, 
on the graceful creatures lying under the shady bank, or darting to and fro in the 
shallow stream. 

I should like to be allowed to add, for the information of those who may feel 
inclined to help us, that the cost of such a statue as that of Izaak Walton, with its 
due canopy and pedestal, will certainly not exceed £80 all told. It will be a matter 
of. high gratification to us if we are able to place among our noble company of 
Winchester worthies the forms of these two honoured kinsmen, men congenial in 
the purity and simplicity of their characters, unrivalled masters of that sterling 
English which has given our literature so high a place in the world—the one as the 
composer of the two hymns which, for all English-speaking people, sanctify the 
sun rising and the dying day ; the other, author of that fascinating classic, “The 
Complete Angler,” one of the two or three books which bear perpetual and eloquent 
witness to the healthy English love of a country life.—I am, Xc., 

The Deanery, Winchester, Oct. 2. 
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TENCH-FISHING IN STILL WATERS. 

SIR,—With reference to my former letters on the above subject, I beg to state the 
following facts :—A few years since a general officer, driven from the service when 
in the prime of life, like so many others, by the present system of compulsory retire- 
ment, came to reside at this place. Having four sons, his principal object in doing 
so was to take advantage of the means of education provided at the far-famed 
Blundell’s school, where boys receive a thorough education at small expense, He 
was also no doubt attracted by the very excellent trout-fishing in the river Exe, 
which is at a short distance from the town of Tiverton. ‘To beguile his hours of 
leisure, which were many, he was in the habit not only of fishing for trout when the 
river Exe was ina fit state, but also in the Bridgewater Canal, which was close to 
his own residence. Having been informed that he was daily in the habit of there 
catching tench of unusual size, I accompanied him on several occasions, and have 
already described as closely as possible the course he followed when thus fishing for 
tench. He was accompanied by a smart, intelligent lad, the son of a gamekeeper, 
who, as soon as the worms on his hooks became dead, replaced them by others in a 
lively state ; the result was that he every day caught on an average three or four 
tench, each weighing about 4lb. Such tench were never before seen or heard of as 
being taken from this canal. His worms may not have possessed the delicate tints 
of the wild rose,as so beautifully described by one of your correspondents; but they, 
at all events, were so attractive to any tench in the immediate vicinity as very 
speedily to allure them to their own destruction,—I am, &c 

Tiverton, Devon, Oct. 3. 


”y 


Henry Downes, M.D, 


THE LUGG AT MORTIMER’S CROSS. 

Srr,—I observe that one of your recent correspondents had a good word for the 
Lugg ; will you kindly allow me to follow suit? 

The other day a friend and I had the privilege of fishing four days on the Shobdon 
Court Club Water, The stretch of water thence up to Aymestry is a short two 
miles, but quite enough to occupy a careful fisherman a whole day. We first came 
toa long sheet of dead water, and then to some pools. We found it very difficult 
to get any fish out of the first. The grayling were extremely shy, and would not 
look ata floating fly ; but we managed to coax some good trout with that tempting 
bait. The flies we bought at Leominster were not of much use. One morning I 
tried a spider imitation of the Willow, which I got from Sellers, of Ashbourne, and 
it proved to be just the thing. I met my friend returning quite disheartened ; but 
on putting on one of these Willows, he soon began to be busy, The body is blue fur 
ribbed with either yellow or orange silk (rather thick silk), and a dark dun hen’s 
hackle. I got nine brace that day ; my friend got a noble grayling of 1ilb. The. 
rise began about 2 p.m., when the little Pale Blue came down the water very thickly 
The fish rose fast all over the river about 2.30, but as that most delicate fly is most 
difficult to imitate, we were often baffled. I had some by Holland, with detached 
hair bodies ; but, though I took one or two trout with them, the grayling would not 
look at them. 

Notwithstanding that the river was very low and clear, we had fair sport ; it 
was certainly teeming with fish. Idaresay in April it is a paradise to the trout- 
fisher who is so fortunate as to be able to spend a little while in that lovely valley. 
In breaking a branch to get my fly, I found on it an old cast. The gut was thick, 
the fly (a Coch-a-bonddu) was large. I think this suggests heavy trout in spring. 

Farewell, charming Lugg ! friend of nigh thirty years. There are few pleasanter 
streams in this fair land of ours. Farewell Green Insect and Red Tag, Willow and 
Pale Blue! Though life’s serious work crowds the mind, ye take good care to peep 
into the workshop.—I am, Xe., 


Highbury. W. J.C. 
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FISHING. AT PONDER’S END. 

Srr,—Fishing yesterday at Ponder’s End I hooked and grassed a fine jack of 
8lb, 2oz., and also a dace of 1330z: Is not this last very large for the Lea? Iam 
sure it was not a chub.—I am, &c%, P 

67, Parkholme-road, Dalston, Oct. 4. S. ANDREWS.: 

[ Yes, it is a fine dace that goes 13}0z. from any water.—Ep. ] 





A QUERY RESPECTING OVERSCAIG. 

Srr,—In your Scotch Notes of to-day, your correspondent, Duncan Mackay, is 
made to say that two gentlemen living in the hotel at Overscaig have, during their 
stay, secured 307 trout weighing 1,48831b. Now. [ know Overscaig. I remember it 
when, as a wag said, you could sit in the only sitting-room in the place, and, with- 
out rising from your seat, you could, whilst eating dinner, poke the fire, ring the 
bell, and open the window; but I know that such an average is impossible, and I 
conclude that it is some printer’s error, Of course, if they trolled and got some of 
the big feroa, this might account for something far short of this; but I think I 
may say that the average trout taken is not over 3lb. I once got 17lb. wading in 
from shore, eleven of them weighing 1lb. each: that is some’sixteen years ago now. 
Unfortunately, this may be read in after years by men reading a file of the FisH1ING 
GAZETTE for 1886.—I am, Kc., 

9, Old Steine, Brighton, Oct. 2. E. M. Top. 

[We have referred to the manuscript, and find it is not a printer’s error,—it must 
have been a mistake of Mr. Mackay, as it means an average of over 41b. per fish.— 
Ep. ] -- 





: WADERS. 

Str,—In the recent correspondence on Waders, I do not see the felt-soled 
rubber waders, made by Messrs. Anderson and Co., 37, Queen Victoria-street, H.C., 
mentioned. In consequence of notices of these waders which appeared in the 
GAZETTE some time ago, I gota pair,and I can strongly recommend them. The 
felt sole wears admirably; the boots are most comfortable and thoroughly water- 
proof. I find it an excellent plan to carry two pairs of 'lacon’s fishing socks to wear 
over the ordinary socks, and when the feet get hot from long walking, a change is 
effected in a minute or two. For winter fishing these black rubber waders are per- 
fection ; but they should be felt-soled,as the bare rubber slips on the wet boards of a 
punt, especially after you have had a few big pike flopping about. I find it most 
convenient to have a pair for wading, anda pair for walking in wet meadows when 
bank fishing—the latter reach only to the knee. These boots are easily repaired, 
will last with care several seasons, and can be had with extra thickness of material 
at the knees and at the insides just above the knee, where some anglers would wear 
them out in walking by rubbing one against the other. The cost is very moderate, 
—Iam, &c., PELICAN, 





A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 
S1r,—With the exception of pike-fishing, there is very little to report from our 


district. In the Shardlow water on Friday a friend hada nice lot of chub with 
greaves. On Saturday two Derby anglers had a few barbel, another four pike. I 


have heard of eleven pike being taken in one day in the same length. <A friend had 
four pike from Sawley. A Nottingham gentleman caught three good pike from 
Sutton Reservoir—l4lb., 7lb., and 4lb.—besides returning nine, It is raining 
heavily at the time of writing, and looks like more to come. Angling prospects 
for the holidays look more encouraging, as our annual goose fair is a favourite 
time for Nottingham anglers.—I am, Xc., A, W. 





TROUT PHOTOGRAPHS AS EVIDENCE OF SPECIES. 

§$1r,—The copy of a photograph of two trout in your issue of October 2nd will 
probably be accepted unreservedly by most of your readers as “evidence” of the 
difference in structure between Salmo ferow and Salmo fario, particularly as regards 
the size of heads in proportion to that of bodies. Allow me to point out that such a 
photograph as the present one is utterly unreliable, and worse than useless for the 
purpose designed, because of the optical distortion created by the position chosen 
from which to photograph the specimens. The comparative measurements of various 
parts given by Mr. Pennell are of the utmost value as to structural difference, and 
Tam not going to enter on the question whether the trout are respectively /erow or 
fario, but to warn your readers that the photographic evidence in this, and also 
similar cases, cannot in the least be relied upon, and is, in fact, absolutely mislead- 
ing unless conducted in accordance with well-known optical rules. 

Every tyro in photography ought to know that when any portion of an object to 
be copied by a photographic lens and camera is projected nearer to the lens than 
the general plane of definition, it becomes enlarged in exact proportion to such pro- 
jection, and that such enlargement causes apparent distortion, though under certain 
conditions it is practically truth as regards the perspective ; but it should be care- 
fully avoided in cases similar to the present, where comparison as to structural 
differences is the main object of the operation. 

To give an illustration of its working froma standard object, which any non- 
photographer can readily understand. Let a man be photographed in the following 
positions: (a) Lying full length on a bench with his head away from, and feet 
inclined towards, the camera in relatively the same perspective position as the two 
trout, only reversed head and tail ; or ()) seated in a chair nearly facing the camera 
with one knee crossed over the other, and the raised foot in front pointing in the 
same direction as the heads of the trout. Now photograph him, and the result will 
be that in both cases the legs will be abnormally increased in length, and the feet 
represented twice their proper size in proportion to that of the man’s head, shoulders, 
or arms, 

An exactly similar result has been arrived at, probably quite unintentionally, by 
the gentleman who photographed these trout, and the heads of the fish are relatively 
much magnified by this same optical distortion ; no other result could be expected 
from the relative positions of camera and specimens. 

In order to insure satisfactory results for comparison of species, the two trout 
should have been taken full broadsides towards the camera—one below the other— 
with the back of each fish upwards, by placing the supporting tray at an angle of 
30° to 40° with the floor level, and then inclining the camera in such a way that 
the ground glass focussing screen of the camera should come into a plane exactly 
parallel with the supporting tray carrying the fish ; then, with a rectilinear lens, 
a perfectly accurate representation of the fish would have been obtained for 
even minute measurements, and the value of all the skin markings would have 
been preserved. At present we have merely a copy of two distorted heads and 
bodies so much in perspective that the skins have lost all distinctive definitions in 
variety of marking, 

Many persons imagine that if a photograph is put in evidence of facts, such 
evidence must be true, and that the camera picture cannot deceive. This is only 
partly correct ; it depends entirely on the knowledge and skill of the operator how 
the lens and camera are used, and in parallel cases to the present one photography 
can easily and unintentionally be made to tell untruths of an extraordinary kind 
and this is a case in point : if the photographer had taken a second negative of these 
fish by simply turning round the tray, and taking their tails in front and heads to 
rear, he would have obtained the rather puzzling result that their tails would have 
been abnormally large and their heads correspondingly reduced. 

I have fished a great deal in Scotland, but have never yet seen a trout reported to 
be a ferox which differed very materially from other common trout (/ario), but I 
have always understood that the true fevox was not only more “ pikey ” in head and 
outline, but also “ greyer” in colour, with black spots, and without the distinctive 
red or purple spots of the favio, Perhaps some angler who can really swear toa 
ferow when he sees one will kindly give us a definition on these points,—I an ae 

“- Ux, 


ON THE NUMBERING OF HOOKS, 

Srr,—A well-known maker of fishing tackle, in writing’ fo me, hopes that the 
hook-makers will adopt the suggestion of the Editor of the FrsHine GAZETTE, as 
there is nothing but confusion now. He often sends wrong sizes through the in- 
ability of his customers to describe the precise hook they’require. That the higher 
the number the smaller should be the hook is, in his opinion, wrong in principle.— 
Tam, &c., M.R.C.S. | 


SALMON TAKEN IN SALT-WATER,, i (eA 

S1r,—In your impression of Oct. 2nd, under the heading of “Notes” I read 
that Mr. Clouston hooked and killed a nice fish of 6lb. weight in the tidal water of 
the Ythan. 

In August, 1884, when upon a similar errand—i.c., fishing for sea-trout in the 
Kyle of Durness, I hooked and killed a fish of 541b. (whether a grilse or‘salmon I 
for the moment forget, the gillie who was with me, Peter Stewart, of Lair, might 
remember). wy 

The tide was flowing and had been on the turn for about. two hours. I was fishing 
considerably north of where the ferry crosses, and using one of the smallest size of 
Brown’s blue and white phantom minnows. Dieys 

I should not have troubled you with this had it not been that such an occurrence 
is considered uncommon, and worth recording,—I am, &c., EMIR. 

October 7th, 

[It is not uncommon te take salmon and grilse with rod and line in tidal water, 
but it is in salt water.—ED. ] 


ROTHER ANGLING CLUB. Oe 
On Wednesday evening, the 6th inst., the members met at the Coach and Horses 
Inn, Eckington, to enter a considerable number of recruits into their books, and to 
revise rules for the forthcoming year. It has been hitherto the practice, and one that 
has worked well, to commence the new club each year in October, and finish up in 


September following. This plan affords an opportunity of bringing in the whole of | 


the receipts in shape of prizes at the club’s annual excursion and fishing contest in 
August or September, recommencing in October with practically a “ clean slate.” 
There was a very fair muster of members, comprising the principal workers of the 
club. Mr, T, Tyson, the president, occupied the chair, and in introducing the. busi- 
ness of the evening spoke upon the importance of attending the first meeting of the 
year, showing that in revising the rules carefully, and placing the best men upon 
the committee, lay the future success of the club. Speaking upon the past, he com- 
plimented the gentlemen formerly the late committee upon the result of their workin 
the past season, especially referring to the fact that close upon £30 had been distributed 
in prizes amongst the members, and that mainly due to the efforts of the committee, 
The chairman then intimated his intention of at once proceeding with the election 
of officers, which, by the unanimous vote of the meeting, resulted as follows :—Presi- 
dent, Mr. T. Tyson ; vice-president, Mr. Wm. Jackson. Committee : Messrs. A Wood- 
head, T. Lindly, H. Goodwin, J. Plant, A. Wigfield, Geo, Hadfield, J. Jennings, E, 
Dyson, A. Fox. Hon. secretary, Mr. C. Robinson ; assistant secretary, Mr. F. Herbert; 


treasurer, Mrs. Robinson. A proposition to change the club night from 
the first Wednesday in each month to the corresponding Saturday was 
negatived. It was decided to impose a fine, of 1s, upon members three 


nights in arrear, and to suspend them from all benefits until they’ paid up. 
The time fixed for the general meeting was changed to the first Saturday of July 
each year. Mr. A. Woodhead then proposed, and Mr. I, Herbert seconded—* That 
no one be allowed toenter theclub after the July ordinary club night, all such entries 
being fully paid up.” Adopted, .A question that has giyen rise to much dispute 
amongst the Rother anglers, and possibly other clubs, was next introduced by Mr. 
KE. Dyson, and seconded by Mr. G, Hadfield—viz., “That no substitutes be allowed 
to fish in any of the club contests.” This was most strongly opposed by Messrs. 
Woodhead and Jackson, they insisting that it was an injustice to prohibit a member 
from sending a substitute when he had paid a year’s contribution tothe club. After 
some few remarks, the chairman (who evidently did not favour the substitute 
motion) put Messrs. Woodhead and Jackson’s amendment, the result being in their 
favour by four votes, After some other minor questions had been brought forward, 
the meeting closed, having commenced a new. year with every prospect.of success.—., 
ROTHERWOOD, ; M4 dite - 
Ds ar 


Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition. Terms according to requirements. Highest references given 
and required. Address, MRs. MARCUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks, Reference kindly 
permitted to Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE. 


THE ERVRCTS ARK PERMANENT, 


A WONDERFUL STATEMENT, 
SHOWING THAT THE SENEFICIAL EFFECTS 
OF “WARNER'S SAFE CURE” 

ARE NOT TEMPORARY, BUT PERMANENT, 


Tuer objection is often made that the beneficial effects of 
proprietary medicines*are only temporary, and that the 
disease returns 2s soon as the use of the medicine is discon- 
tinued. To mect this objection in tie case of “ Warner’s 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years after the cure was wrought, 

Mr, J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JOLY 31, 1882, says: 
—‘ Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
ended in abscess of that organ, resulting from inflammation. 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottles of 
‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ the contents of 18 only of which I 
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have taken. It broughtaway Spence ounees of stone; the NUMBER ss 

pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water oe : 

is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. Frontispiece : HEAVING prt 
I have long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men LEAp. 


in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

Writing under date of APRIL 27, 1886, this gentleman 
says: “ It is now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heavy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ Inmy case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it. 

, “ Yours faithfully, . 


4 eS V. After Geronimo, 
oe VI. Gipsying. “Poem. 
VII. A Bit of Racing. i 
By Arthur Coventry and 

Alfred E, T. Watson, 

> Illustrated. 

VIII. The Last Voyage of the 
\ “4¢Surprise.” _ IV. 
Illustrat> J, 
IX. The Sunset Land, V. 
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VI, Illustrated. 
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Illustrated. 
VI. 





“ Station Master Navigation Station, Taff Vale Railway, 
Treharris, R.S.O. Glamorganshire, Wales.” 





Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond the shadow ofa doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of Warner’s Safe Cure” are permanent; This 
permanency of power over disease givesit the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
many thousands? For sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and at the stores. Price, 4s, 6d. If your chemist does not 
keep it, and will not order it, Send your orders direct ta 
H, H. WaBNER & CO,,.47, Farringdon Street, London, BGs 
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ANGLING AT PETERBOROUGH. 


Tuts neighbourhood is not without the followers of “the gentle art,” nor is 
Peterborough minus an angling association, which, I am glad to find, from a 
recent visit there, is in a fairly flourishing condition, numbering about 120 
members. Its financial position is also satisfactory, the income of last year 
being £37 14s. 6d., and the expenditure £29 13s. 6d., leaving about £8 to the 


- good. Just previous to the time of my visit, there was the annual competition 


amongst the members of this association between Orton and Woodstone 
staunches ; but, like most of the angling matches everywhere, the results were 
exceedingly small. There were 33 prizes and only 46 competitors. The fish 
were weighed-in by Mr. W. Preston, an ex-vice-president, and his decisions gave 
great satisfaction. On the day of the competition the water was very bright and 
clear, also very low and shallow where the match took place. I was informed by 
Mr. Preston the takes of fish in the Nene have been light the most part of the 
season. ‘The roach, bream, and pike have completely beaten the anglers ; the 
takes have been fairly good, but not so great asin other years. There are plenty 
of fish in the river, but they are exceedingly shy ; the bream are so numerous 
they can be seen in shoals, but cannot be enticed in any quantity. A goodly 
number of pike have been taken, and some nice fish up to 133lb. The dace are 
reported to be very scarce this season, and it is difficult to account for it, as in 
previous years the anglers have made great shows of them ; the perch this season 
are very scarce, and few have been taken. My friend, Mr. W. Preston, is a 
devoted angler, and Iam sorry to say during the last two years he has been 
prostrated through a serious illness. Ina letter [ have recently had from him, 
he says : ‘I am now pretty well again, and can get down to the river for a little 
recreation, and that is something to say at the age of 78. I can still whip the 
fly at the old chub basking in the still, quiet corners, but they take a lot of 
doing ; we have plenty of four-pounders and over. I got one a short time back just 
5lb. and a beauty, if there is any beauty in a big-headed old chub.” Great com- 
plaints have been lately made in the local press of some portion of the Nene 
having been poisoned, and it isa pity the dastardly cowards were not found 
out. On passing over the river in the trains on the south side of Peterborough 
I always look out for the anglers, and generally see some of the boats out and 
piscators fishing from the banks. There is no better train service than the 
frequent Great Northern expresses to Peterborough ; and I cannot omit to 
mention the kind and courteous attention I always receive from Mr. Mason, the 
station agent, which I feel bound in common honesty to acknowledge. As the 
season advances I hope to report some favourable changes in the character of 
sport, but as long as we are kept without a plentiful supply of rain there will 
not be much fishing anywhere. B. 





_ “Deacon Smith is reporting about town, Robinson, that you were out shoot- 
ing last Sunday.” ‘ Well, Deacon Smith will get himself in trouble if he 
doesn’t look out. It’s a mistake.” “I’m glad to hear you say so, Robinson. I 
didn’t think you were a man to go shooting on Sunday.” “No, sir, I did not 


go shooting on Sunday ; and, if necessary, I've got the fish to prove it.”— 
Harper's Bazaar. 


SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXVI. 


By W. MuRDOCH. 


THE KIRKAIG (SUTHERLANDSHIRE) AND THE KIRKAIG LOCHS. 

(Continued from page 205). 
IN the course of a day’s fishing, if the pools are pretty weil stocked 
with fresh-run fish, several good runs are almost certain to be got. 
A newly-up 15 or 18-pounder gives capital sport considering the 
scope of the water ; but most of the grilse, unless handled all the 
more gingerly, are very speedily landed. Awkward anglers some- 
times allow heavy fish to run a succession of pools before being 
brought to the gaff. 

The Elder’s Pool—the first regular cast from the sea—is noted for containing 
heavy salmon. It possesses a good holding reputation, and the same may be said 
of the Old Bridge Pool, a short distance above. Fish of 38, 32, and 31lb. 
weight have been caught in the Kirkaig by angling. In his “ Angler's Com- 
panion,” Stoddart, who was a great piscatorial authority in his day, in referring 
to the Kirkaig angling, remarks that ‘from six to fourteen salmon and grilses 
have frequently been taken in the Kirkaig in the course of a day by one rod, 
and the sport they afford I can easily conceive to be splendid. Below the fall, 
from an overhanging rock, lies a cast of some repute, where, in the event of a 
salmon being hooked, the most skilful angler would feel somewhat at a loss. 
Should the fish bolt upwards, for instance, into the Fall Pool, the landing-place 
there, if it can be called so, cannot be reached without great danger, and it is 
only by the assistance of a clip or net in the hands of an experienced person 
that the struggler can possibly be secured. Should it press downwards (among 
the jagged rocks which abound in the bottom) there is no remedy but to use 
main force, and save your tackle if you can.” 

In this description of Stoddart’s the real facts are somewhat obscured by 
the imagination being too largely drawn upon. Getting into a fix at any corner 
is an easy matter, but the blame in almost every case lies entirely with the 
angler. 

As long casting is unnecessary in fishing the Kirkaig, the angler will find a 
short rod more convenient than a long one, and if it is stiffly built and the reel- 
line heavy, possess the advantage of being able to cast against the wind, which is 
very important, in view of the fact that the fishing is often particularly good 
during roughish weather. Fine fishing is not essential, and the catching of the 
bank and bushes behind may, with a little care, be entirely avoided. The river 
is capitally adapted for beginners, as the fish, however lively, cannot play out 
beyond control, if the tackle is moderately good. On the right bank a nicely- 
kept footpath runs along the slope from the new bridge to the fall. 

The epen time for the Kirkaig extends from February 11th to October 31st. 
There is no river netting. “The present estuary line,” says Mr. Archibald 
Young, Inspector of Salmon Fisheries, “is a straight line drawn from the 
Weather Lump on the north shore through Big Rock to the south shore. It 
ought,” in Mr. Young’s opinion, ‘to be extended so as to be a straight line 
drawn from Kirkaig point on the north, to Rhu-na-Braig on the south.” Such 
an extension would tend to improve the angling, “ but it cannot take place under 
the existing Acts, as an estuary line has been already fixed, and there is no power 
in the Secretary of State, or in the Fishery Board for Scotland, to make any 
alteration or amendment.” 

Salmon are artificially bred at Inchnadamph, at the Duke’s expense, and fry 
put into the Kirkaig every year. This being so, it can easily be seen that the 
falling-off of the angling is due in a great measure to the severe netting carried 
on on the coast. A gentleman who has considerable personal knowledge of the 
Kirkaig, writes :—“‘I cannot say that the angling has fallen off very much. 
Anglers are apt to be querulous, and attribute their not catching fish to scarcity 
caused by the quantity taken in the coast nets ; but it invariably happens when- 
ever there is sufficient water to induce fish to leave the sea and enter the river, 
that good sport is got.” 

Except for a short distance inland from the bay the Kirkaig traverses a 
literal gorge, with slopes on both sides running at most places right down to the 
water’s edge. The flat at Inverkirkaig is dotted with a few thatch-roofed 
dwellings and patches of cultivation, but elsewhere near the river there is no 
sign of human habitation or industry. On a clear, cloudless evening the view 
seaward, as the sun is setting, is very fine. The river scenery from the New 
Bridge to the Fall is remarkably pretty, the slopes presenting in their rich 
covering of natural-grown birch a soft and pleasing contrast to the wild 
grandeur of the jagged and sterile mountain peaks which at many points bound 
the view. The Fall, a thundering cataract, about 60ft. perpendicular, with 
rugged, rocky banks, and deep, dark pool below, is a sight truly worth seeing. 
On all hands the prospect from the Fall is very striking. 

Tne Locus.—The larger and more important lochs connected with the Kirkaig 
are Fewin, Veyatie, Calma, Urigill, and Boarlan. 

Locu FEwIn, the lowermost of these lochs, is only three-quarters of a mile 
above the Fall. It is very straight, although beautifully furnished with bays, 
and also very narrow for its length, which is close on three miles. At the 
widest part it is little over a quarter of a mile, and its area is 307°20 acres, 
The short stretch of river between Loch Fewin and the Fall contains a 
number of fine streams and pools, which would doubtless afford capital 
fishing if fish could surmount the Fall. This, however, they cannot do. 
In favourable weather Loch Fewin generally yields excellent sport to the 
angler. It is stocked very abundantly with trout of good quality, running 
on an average between two and three to the pound. Char abound, 
and take the fly pretty freely, and large lake trout are sometimes 
caught by trolling. The best angling months are June, July, and 
August, and of the ordinary trout baskets to the weight of 20lb. are 
often made by one rod in a day ; but the average basket for the season seldom 
exceeds 141b. Most of the best trout—those between #lb. and 1}lb.—when in 
thorough condition, cut up pretty pink. The char are so small—few attaining 
30z. weight—as not to be worth fishing for specially. Three and four are 
sometimes got in a day by one angler while out fishing for trout. 

In trolling for large trout failure is far oftener experienced than success. 
Trolling is a wearisome business at the best. It may, however, be resorted to 
with advantage on certain occasions, as, for instance, when a considerable stretch 
of deep water has to be crossed in order to gain a fresh drift. In the daytime 
the large trout frequent the deeper parts of the loch, and towards night take to 
the shallows to feed on the small fry, heather moths, &c. Fewin is pretty 
generally regarded as the best loch fished from Loch Inver. It is certain, under 
almost any circumstances, to yield a fair basket, and its trout give capital play 
when hooked. The hotel-keeper at Loch Inver has a couple of boats upon it for 
the use of his angling guests. The country around is bare andwild. There is no 
sign of human life ; nothing but “ the solitude of rugged hills, whose aged heads, 
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all bare of wood, o’erhang the moory lakes.” By the Kirkaig route, the one 
always chosen, the distance between Loch Inver Hotel and Loch Fewin is six 
miles—four of a drive and two of a walk, the latter along a well-kept path. 
The stream (Fearna, part of the Kirkaig) which connects Fewin with Veyatie is 
three-quarters of a mile in length. Itcontains several model pools and streams, 
and if salmonised would afford first-rate salmon-fishing. 

Locn Vryatie contains Salmo ferow, of which a good many, scaling from 
12lb. to 14lb., have been caught within the past few years, principally by 
trolling with a natural bait. There is no possibility of a Loch Veyatie ferox 
being taken for an overgrown common loch trout. It is precisely similar in 
shape, colour, and set of fin to the Salmo ferox of other lochs. Veyatie is a 
good trouting loch. It covers an area of about 600 acres, and its length, in a 
straight line, is fully four miles. Itskirts the north-eastern base of Coal More, 
the loftiest mountain in the district, and receives at its upper end the surplus 
waters of Calma Loch. Stern and wild, the surrounding scenery is much 
admired by anglers generally, but by none more than by the angling Southron, 
possessed of a penchant for scenes of solitude. Veyatie contains good trout, 
many of which scale from #lb. to Ilb.; but the jb. to $1b. fish are the most 
numerous, ‘Trout similar to the large trout of Loch Fewin are occasionally met 
with. In favourable weather the loch fishes well from June to September, and 
18lb. to one rod is a good day’s work. The bays yield best to the fly-fisher ; and 
should those on one side of the loch be yielding poorly, the angler can cross 
oyer to the other side in a very short time, as the breadth of water is nowhere 
over half a mile. At its head, Veyatie receives the waters of a considerable 
burn. The little wayside inn at Aultnacallagach is about four miles from the 
upper end of the loch, which is only half a mile from the road leading to Hlphin. 
The hotel-keeper at Loch Inver has a boat at the lower end of Veyatie, distant 
apent nine miles from his hotel, by the Kirkaig route. The next loch in the 
chain is 

-Catma Locu.—In his report, Mr. Young, Inspector of Fisheries, remarks : 
“ A short, broad stream unites Loch Veyatie and Calma Loch, a spacious sheet 
of water covering an area of 614 acres. Near the head of this stream are the 
Black Falls, which would form an insuperable barrier to the passage of fish. 
There is a long, deep pool below the falls, and two fine pools between them and 
the foot of Calma Loch. In the lower half of Calma Loch there are some wooded 
islands, in the neighbourhood of which there is capital trout-fishing. ‘The water 
here is comparatively shallow ; but elsewhere, especially in the upper part, 
it is deep. A rocky peninsula divides the lake into two halves, the lower half 
stretching away towards the base of Suilvean, or the Sugar Loaf, one of the 
most remarkable mountains in Scotland. I am quite convinced that Calma 
Loch would afford splendid angling for salmon if they had access to it.” Calma 
contains very nice trout, running three to the pound, and of these an 18lb. 
basket is about the daily average per rod for the season. Fora month, however, 
onward from the 20th of June, much heavier baskets may be made if the 
weather happens to be very favourable. Lake trout, resembling the ferox in 
their habits, and weighing from 3lb. to 6lb., abound in Calma. One of these 
scaling almost 10lb.—an exceptional weight—was caught some yearsago. A 
small bright-coloured trout is the deadliest of the trolling lures. Visitors at 
Aultnacallagach Inn, which is only three miles distant, can have the use of the 
boat belonging to the establishment. 'There is a good road all the way from the 
inn to quite close to the east end of the loch. Calma is fed mainly by the 
Ledbeg river—the head stream of the Kirkaig. 

Locu Uricitu.—Of the lochs fished by visitors at Aultnacallagach this is 
the one that yields the best average baskets. A lovely sheet of water and 
splendidly stocked with good trout, three or thereby to the pound, it is held in 
deserved esteem by lovers of the gentle art. It fishes particularly well early 
in the season. The average take is about 20lb., but a basket of 401b. weight has 
several times been obtained in one day. Nota fewof the trout run from 3lb. to 
1lb. in weight, but heavier ones are comparatively scarce. May, June, and 
July are the best angling months, and on a favourable day a couple of rises may 
be got at almost every cast. The immediate surroundings of the loch are of a 
moorland character, and the Cromalt range of hills rises some miles off to the 
southward. After boating across Loch Boarlan the Aultnacallagach anglers 
have a walk of 25 minutes over the moor before they reach the loch. och 
Urigill covers about 500 acres, and its superfluent waters join the main stream, 
or Ledbeg river, about midway between the Highland hamlets of Ledmore and 
Elphin. Urigill is two miles from Veyatie, and 1} miles from Calma as the 
crow flies. The Ledbeg river, which is virtually the head stream of the river 
Kirkaig, has several sources on the skirts of Ben-an-Uran, Meall Diamhain, and 
Sgonnan More, and traverses about five miles of country before falling into 
Calma Loch. It has no reputation as a trouting stream. ‘The burn flowing out 
of Loch Boarlan joins it a short distance to the west ot Ledmore. 

_ Locu BoarLan is within a stonethrow of Aultnacallagach Inn. A good 
half-day’s fishing can be had on it by anglers after arriving at the inn by the 
mail car, which starts from Lairg at 6.30 a.m. Boarlan is well stocked with 
trout, averaging from three to four to the pound, and 15lb. weight isa fair 
basket. Occasionally one rod obtains over 201b. ina day. Aulinacallagach Inn 
is much frequented by anglers. One and all, the folks of the establishment are 
very kind and attentive, and Mrs. MacDonald isa hearty hostess. The country 
around is thoroughly Highland (high-land truly) ; the air is good, the meat is 
good, the drink is good, and the “ great guns” of showers which, often without 
much warning, descend are—bad, if the angler has not the forethought to 
reckon on them before starting for the North. Aultnacallagach is close to the 
water-shed of the country, and is the veritable high altar of the parish, “‘ and all 
the glories which are seen from the place rightfully belong to the place itself, 
and are part of its ownrich inheritance.” 

_ [If the fall of the Kirkaig and the Blacks were made passable for salmon, all 
the waters described above, with the exception of Urigill loch and part of the 
stream running out of it, would be salmonised. | 








HOW FAR DOES LIGHT PENETRATE WATER ? 


THIs question, which is, of course, of importance to anglers, has, says the 
Scientific American, received further attention at the hands of MM. Fol and 
Sarasin. Their method of observing consisted in placing gelatino-bromide 
photographicplates at different depths under the water ; the plates being lowered 
by a sounding lead, and protected from the action of the sea water by a varnish. 
Experiments were made about 1,625 to 1,750 yards off the Cape of Mont Boron, 
at Villefranche in the Gulf of Nice, and in water about 687 yards deep. During 
April the limit of penetration of the daylight about midday, during fine 
weather, was found to be about 500 yards ; an observation which confirms the 
previous conclusions of the authors. Other observations showed that there is a 
penetration of 375 yards all the time the sun is above the horizon, and of 437 
yards during eight hours of the day. According to experiments of Bunsen and 
Roscoe, the active intensity of blue sky on April 21, at Vienna, was 33 at 
$.30.a.m., 38 at noon, and 14 at 6 p.m., while that of the sky and sun together 
was 75 at 8.30 a.m., 133 at noon, and 15 at 6 p.m. 





“A BOOK OF THE RUNNING BROOKS AND OF STILL 
WATERS.” . 


By LADY COLIN CAMPBELL. 


THERE is a general sympathy with the old Greek adage that “A 
big book is a big nuisance.” And though there is no logical process 
of conversion which entitles us to argue thence that a little book 
must be good, still, we feel a natural prepossession in favour of a 
volume which, like the “bit bookie ” before us, deals with a subject 
of considerable range and interest within the modest compass of 
130 pages. Too many modern works on fish and fishing contain but 
a small portion of original or valuable matter expanded to a formid- 
able bulk by mere “ padding,” and it is no small praise to have 
escaped all suspicion of book-making. 

The essays which we propose to notice in their collective form made their first 
appearance singly in the Saturday Review, and this, we need hardly say, is in 
itself no light warranty of literary merit. We read all, or nearly all, of them 
one by one as they came out, and were struck from the outset with a certain 
liveliness of style and quaintness of illustration, with here and there a practical 
suggestion of real value. But it was not till their republication as a series that 
we became fully alive to their merits. Taken together, they furnish a well- 
drawn, though concise, brief for the advocate of pisciculture in its most neglected 
form. The attractions of fly-fishing as a sport, combined with the great value 
of our migratory river-fish, both for food and profit, have recently led to great 
improvements in the management of salmon rivers and the artificial breeding of 
Salmonide, Even in these favoured departments, however, we have still much 
to learn as well as to accomplish. River pollution in various shapes is still 
shamefully prevalent, the ascent of salmon and sea-trout to their spawning-beds 
is still barred by many obstructions due to greed and ignorance, and the 
majority of those who encourage the artificial breeding of the different 
Salmonide have very confused notions as to the proper destination of the fish 
they rear. But in these matters there is at least traceable progress, and a zeal 
which, if not always according to knowledge, must, in the long run, achieve 
important results. It is when we come to streams too sluggish for salmon, 
brooks unblessed by the gracious presence of trout, and the immense area of 
“still waters” which lies practically waste, though it might easily be made 
productive of wholesome and palatable food in rich abundance, that we recog- 
nise a startling want of that practical good sense on which Englishmen are 
supposed to pride themselves. This is the blot which Lady Colin Campbell 
has hit, by calling attention to “this neglected wealth of English waters,” and 
briefly suggesting means by which it may be made available for the filling of 
empty pockets and empty stomachs. 

The first five chapters of her work are devoted to those food-fishes the 
breeding and feeding of which she perceives to be unwisely neglected—the eel, 
the pike, the perch, the tench, the carp, and his cousins. Two chapters are then 
given to our “small fry ’—those delicate little denizens of our brooks, which 
are for the most part regarded rather as bait for larger fish than as human food, 
though they might justly rank high as dainties for the table. The final portion 
of the book is given to fish-ponds, their formation and management. 

It will be seen from this outline that our author’s remarks range over a wide 
field, and are designed mainly for suggestion and illustration in aid of her 
general object. In commenting on her essays, we shall therefore feel that in 
supplementing and occasionally modifying her observations we shall but assist 
her laudable purpose. 

At first sight, it certainly appears most strange that tens of thousands of acres 
of water, suchas in many parts of the Continent would yield a rental equal to 
that of average land, with less of working outlay, should remain unproductive. 
And Lady C. Campbell is fairly justified in imputing this neglect to a lack of 
knowledge or a lack of enterprise in the owners of these watery wastes. But 
the causes of “ this thusness” are very imperfectly known. In the first place, 
we are fully convinced, though it may sound like a paradox, that our national 
fondness for angling is one reason for the general undervaluing of all fresh- 
water fish except the Salmonide. Spring, summer, and early autumn are the 
seasons when anglers pursue their sport with most pleasure, and in the greatest 
numbers. Now, speaking broadly, all the large fish of our pools and streams, 
save only the trout, are winter fish ; that is to say, are at their best for the 
table from the middle of October to the middle of March. Perch 
and pike, tench and carp, caught in June or July are comparatively 
flabby and insipid even when they are exceptionally well fed, while in hungry 
waters they are barely eatable.. Grayling, again (excepting the “ shetts,” which 
are always in season, not having yet spawned), are not at their best till after 
trout-fishing is ended. The upshot is, that only a very small proportion of our 
English anglers of any class know the real merits of the five fish above named, 
or of sundry others inferior to these, but still fairly worth eating in the cold 
season. As with the anglers, so with the general public ; they know not the loss 
they sustain by the lack of a regular, seasonable supply of the best freshwater 
fish during the cold season. The hardy troller or paternoster-fisher, who pursues 
his sport through the winter, is better informed. He knows that the pike 
and perch he then carries home are not only good, but excellent eating. But 
while he can obtain a fair supply of these for himself and his friends without 
the silver hook, he will seldom be specially eager to increase the general con- 
sumption. 

Another consideration which may lessen, though not wholly dispel, our wonder 
at the scanty use made of our valuable “ water-privileges ” turns on the question 
of ownership. We believe that for the larger part of the waters which may 
fairly be called “ waste,” making no returns to.either net or angle, belong to our 
railway companies. An almost endless succession of ponds appears along sundry 
of our great lines, formed in excavating for earthworks. These might easily be 
fitted for stocking with fish, but the companies can hardly be expected to under- 
take such an industry, though they would doubtless let such waste waters at an 
almost nominal rent. 

Still, the general tenor of our author’s prefatory remarks holds good, and we 
cordially agree with her that an abundant and accessible supply of the mis- 
called “coarse fish” “takes high rank among the undeveloped possibilities of 
this country.” We shall follow her lead in speaking of the best of those fish 
seriatim. But first we would say a few words as to the eel—a fish which forms 
the subject of her first chapter, though we fail to find there any proof of its 
being generally neglected in our markets, or any practical suggestions for 
improving the supply. Without disputing the distinctions drawn between 
“ proad-nosed” and “sharp-nosed” eels, we would observe that (setting 
aside the small and scarce “snig”) eels may, for the purposes of 
the market, be divided into three kinds: the silver eel, the black 
eel, and the yellow or pond eel—the last being, as far as we know, 
non-migratory. It is to the first of these kinds that Lady ©. Campbell’s re- 
marks are chiefly applicable. They are always in season, though at times very 
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scarce and dear, and always fetch a fair price in the London market. We our- 
selves, for three successive years, rented the eel-bucks at Hurley on the Thames, 
and during that time—to the best of our memory—sold about a ton of eels, at 
prices varying from 1s. 3d. to 2s. per lb. ; the ordinary price being 1s. 6d. The 
demand was greatest just when the supply was almost ni/, unless in the case 
of an exceptional flood—viz., in the months of July, August, and September. 
The first flood after the October full moon brought down the largest number of 
eels, and during this run the “bucks” had to be lifted and emptied twice or 
thrice during the night. The bulk of the eels averaged about Ilb. 100z, Small 
fish there were literally none ; but generally one or two “ clobbers,” as Berk- 
shire folk term them—overgrown fish, weighing from 5lb. to 7lb. All these 
were true silver eels—blue-black above, pale blue towards the mesial line, and 
of the brightest silver mail below. Such fish are indeed admirable for the 
table, and our author is doubtless right in stating that they are very clean 
feeders. But we much doubt whether this is true of either the black or the 
yellow eel. We have caught the former wholesale with a “bab” which smelt 
most rankly, and have known the latter take a dead gorge-bait that had been 
laid three days. And we fear that when the greedy dame in the “ Ingoldsby 
Legends” restored her defunct husband to the pond with “ Poor dear, he shall 
catch us some more,” she calculated justly, though her taste was coarse. 

' The black eel—we will not call it a species, but a very marked variety—is 
migratory, like his silvery cousin of the Thames or Kennet. But while the 
latter is found in perfection in clear, lowland streams, especially those which 
flow from the chalk, the black, eel belongs to those hungrier waters which spring 
from high moorland. He isin general big-headed and comparatively lean ; his 
colour, brown-black above and clouded white below ; but he improves both in 
form and colour as his haunt approaches the estuary of his native stream. This 
is the eel generally found in the highland streams of both Scotland and Wales, 
and “abhorred,” as Lady C. Campbell correctly states, by the Celtic popula- 
tion in both countries. “Tad Anwyl!” our attendant at Ffestiniog exclaimed 
when we brought ina heavy basket of them, and desired to have them cooked, 
“Tad Anwyl! wass you want snakes for tinner ?” In those days (and probably 
now, for prejudices die hard) there was, no doubt, a large supply of these valu- 
able fish utterly neglected. Less rich than the true silver eel, and perhaps less 
delicate in flavour, they are still excellent eating ; but we hardly see our way to 
an increased supply of the migratory eels, unless by facilitating the ascent of 
the “elvers” up the streams. As for the yellow eel, he is of the mud, muddy, 
and in our view hardly worth cultivating, though doubtless he might improve 
by a quarantine in clear water. We would say one word at parting as to the 
cooking of eels : in whatever form they may be intended to appear, they will 
be the better for being thrown, after beheading and skinning, for a few minutes 
into boiling water, to reduce their excessive supply of fat. 

Our author’s chapter on ‘“‘ Water-wolves” is quaint and amusing. She does 
not overstate the case as to the pike’s almost indiscriminate voracity ; we have 
ourselves repeatedly found him half-choked and helpless from a monstrous 
mouthful. We landed one with a full-grown waterhen but half-swallowed, the 
fish, minus the bird, weighing only 5lb. A second, of about 91b., we took almost 
torpid and quite unresisting, another of 2lb. being wedged in his throat ;a third, 
of only 3lb., was similarly hampered by a large eel, which was still alive, and had 
actually thrust its tail out through his gill. We ate of both pike and eel. And 
in the later days of Whittlesea-mere—the final draining of which, by the way, 
though a gain to the farmer, was a sad loss to the naturalist—some Cantabs 
whom I knew well netted two dead pike, the larger of which, weighing but 5lb., 
had perished in a glorious effort to bolt his younger brother of 3lb. We do not 
apologise for these minute details, as we hold much by accuracy in matters of 
weight and measure. Our author, for instance, is vague to a fault when she says 
that “ young pike are the best for eating.” A well-fed fish from 6 to 10lb. 
weight is, in eur opinion—and we have assisted at no small number of post-mortem 
examinations—at his very best, and whether roasted, baked, or plain boiled, with 
Dutch or oyster sauce, will be found praiseworthy. 

' A jack under 2Ib. is young, no doubt, but is not fit for the table ; one over a 
stone weight is generally coarse. So, after all, we find ourselves at one with her 
in her preference for “‘ those of moderate size,” but the paragraph we have cited 
wants rewriting. The statement as to the pike’s rate of growth up to twelve 

ears isarbitrary and untenable ; that as to his subsequent ‘‘rate of diminution” 
is equally arbitrary, and open to a reductio ad absurdum. It is, however, true 
that a prudent fish-rearer should get rid of all overgrown fish. They are not 
worth the immense amount of food they consume, while, if underfed, they are 
sure to ‘dwindle, peak, and pine.” We quite agree with Lady Colin Campbell 
that pike above 40lb. are rare in the British Isles. We have ourselves only been 
able to verify one example—that of a fish of 47lb., caught by net in a large and 
very well-stocked sheet of water at Fillingham Castle, in Lincolnshire. We believe 
itis simply a question of food. Lough Neagh, and some of the largest and most 
populous Scotch lochs, might probably yield yet bigger specimens if anyone could 
catch them ; but the puzzle is how to find tackle to baffle the teeth of such 
monsters. . A puzzle of a different kind is suggested by the continual appearance 
of pike, very small ones especially, in the most unexpected places. Instances of 
this “ apparently spontaneous generation” we have ourselves often noticed in the 
neighbourhood of the Fen districts, small jack showing themselves in tiny gravel- 
holes not 10ft. square, unapproached by any stream, and certainly never stocked. 
We have always inclined to ascribe this phenomenon to the transporting of fertile 
ova by the voracious marsh beetle—the dytiscus marginalis—in his nocturnal 
flights ; but the story of the pike in the Antwerp ponds, told in the chapter 
before us, is very curious and seems authentic. Assuming the facts to be cor- 
rectly stated, we should, however, be inclined to believe that the pike whose 
travels are recorded merely jumped out of their new pond from discontent with 
their quarters, and took an overland route at haphazard. If this were so, what an 
example for explorers! We should much like to see Mr. Newnham’s experiment 
repeated. 

There is much to be learnt from the chapter on carp culture, an industry 
which pays so well in France, but is now—though it was not so always— 
little cultivated or understood in England. We must ourselves plead guilty to 
crass ignorance touching the scaleless type, ‘(as smooth asa frog,” which our 
American cousins have elaborated by careful breeding from the least scaly 
specimens. 

We would fain learn why or how the leather jerkin of this variety is 
superior to the customary “armour bright.” Were we capable of punning, we 
might, even inquire what a fish is good for if he does “not come well to scale ?” 
But we must restrict our comments to the carp as we have known him. And 
here we cannot quite agrée with our author that “he attains his greatest size 
and excellence only in ponds.” The best we ever ate—and he stood the crucial 
test of plain boiling—was taken in a clear stream ; nor have we ever eaten one 
from muddy, stagnant water, who did not require the disguise of a rich sauce. 
Even as regards size the statement requires qualifying. The largest carp we 
haye known were in a large pool, it is true ; but then a bright trout stream, a 
branch of the Dorsetshire Frome, flowed through it. They were real giants ; 
space forbids our giving their history in detail, but we assure our readers, as a 








fact which we ascertained beyond a reasonable doubt, that there were some 30 
odd fish, much of a size, which could not be less than 100 years old, and for more 
than 70 years had ceased to breed. They were short in frame, but of enormous 
girth, and weighed about 35lb. each. We have often watched them with a glass 
from the windows of Kingston House, their bulk and dark colour rendering 
them conspicuous ata great distance. We have not visited that neighbourhood 
since 1832, and know not what changes time may have wrought ; but if any of 
those fish still survive, they must be at once patriarchs and Anakim. 

We must notice briefly one, and one only, of the scale-fish mentioned by Lady 
C. Campbell as “cousins of the carp.” The tench receives from her just and 
liberal praise ; indeed, we should place him first among the pond-fish for table 
purposes. As an angler’s fish, he can only, we think, be fairly called ‘‘ capricious” 
when fished for in broad daylight. Early and late he bites freely, unless in 
severe cold. We had fished a pond in Suffolk for roach several years without 
knowing that it contained tench, till one warm evening, lingering after dark, 
we caught some fine specimens. We tried it again at 5 a.m., and caught nothing 
but tench till 8, after which they ceased to bite. We believe these facts illus- 
trate the general rule. The habits and habitat of the tench are well described ; 
but we cannot admit the statement, though backed by Yarrell’s authority, that 
his flavour is not affected by his burying himself in foetid mud. His worst 
fault, especially when taken from stagnant, slimy pools, is a certain muddiness 
of flavour. We used, in our boyhood, to cure this by keeping them in a rabbit- 
hutch, laid on the gravelly bottom of a clear sluiceway. They went in black 
and muddy ; they came out in ten days of a clear golden green, delicate in 
flavour as well as firm in flesh. Did not the Lord Mayor “come twice” to such 
fish of our purveying, simply boiled—the true criterion of merit—with Dutch 
sauce ? Leta tench always migrate from clear water to the table. 

The perch well deserves the praise he receives ina separate chapter, both for 
his beauty when alive, and for his excellence when cooked. Taken in winter, 
he has few superiors either in firmness or flavour. As an angler’s fish, too, 
especially when fished for with the paternoster, he is quite first-rate. We have 
ourselves several times taken above 200 to a single rod when the Thames was 
clearing after a winter flood. But we prefer the sport as we have enjoyed it on 
a sunny day in October, when the finest tackle and lightest touch were needed, 
and the fish were too wary to touch the minnow except in patches of shadow. 
The line must be kept taut with the left hand, and a fish when felt lifted, 
not struck. 

Large perch, from 1} to 2lb., are frequent in the Thames—above 2b. rare. 
The heaviest perch on record, as far as we know, was one of 111b., taken in the 
Colne about 1825, and sold by slices in a Fleet-street shop. But they run 
heaviest, we believe, in Hornsey Mere, near Hull, where fish from 5 to 7lb. are 
(or were) by no means rare. We have now completed our list of the fish with 
which breeders for the market should be advised to stock their ponds. The 
remaining chapters of Lady Colin Campbell’s valuable work we reserve for a 
future notice. 

(To be continued.) 








AN ANGLER’S WEATHER-WOES. 


By Cotswoup Isys, M.A. (Author of “An Angler’s Strange 
Experiences.”) 


I CANNOT go fishing to-day. I may as well, therefore, do the next 
best thing—write about it. And what more congenial theme than 
the trials and disappointments connected with fishing? For why 
cannot I go fishing to-day ? Solely on account of the weather. 

I meant to go ; was fully equipped to go. But when I looked out of window 
this morning, of course, it was pouring, and blowing half a gale! And the 
teasing part of the business is that now I cannot go, be the weather ever so 
favourable, for at least another week. For I am not like that happily-circum- 
stanced angler who can choose his days, and go fishing when weather 7s favour- 
able. Iam a professional man, and it is only on one particular day in the week 
that I am free from engagements (not always on that), and therefore I am 
peculiarly dependent on weather, and feel it all the more acutely when the 
weather is bad on my one day. And a particular woe is that it nearly says is 
pad on that day. Through the spring of this year on that day the wind was 
almost invariably in the east ; and through the summer, on that day it 
has been very windy or very thundery ; and I positively, thus far, have not had 
one favourable day. Of course, I have sometimes gone fishing on those days, 
for I really could not be debarred from even an attempt to get sport all the 
year. But instead of going forth in joyful hope, it has generally been with a 
feeling of despair—a despair that was nearly always justified by the results. 
What have I done to be so unlucky ? What mysterious connection can there 
be between my fishing-rod and the most diabolical weather ? for really there 
does seem to be some—at least, it has seemed so this year. Is it because I never 
remember to have looked forward through any past long and dreary winter 
with such eager longing and hope towards any previous spring? If so, perhaps 
I deserve the punishment for thinking so much of my fishing ; but if so, the trial 
is all the more bitter on that very account. pitta 

There is another thing to add to my grief, and that is, that my fishing is of a 
kind that is very limited. Owing to the fact that I can only fish on certain 
occasional days, and to circumstances connected with my locality, T cannot turn 
to various kinds of fishing, adapting myself to the nature of the weather ; but I 
am obliged to confine myself pretty much to dry fly-fishing. That, of course, 
makes me dependent on weather in a very peculiar degree. My streams are of 
little use for bottom-fishing, and of none at all for wet fly. And every dry fly- 
fisherman knows how very few kinds of weather are favourable for that. Hence 
it comes to pass that my weather-woes are far greater than fall to the lot of 
most fishermen. And I cannot tell the gentle reader how often I have been 
tempted to give up fishing altogether—to break my rod and smash my reel, and. 
thus boldly to escape the possibility of the repetition of such disappointments. 
For I do feel, and must admit, that there is no kind of sport so dependent upon 
weather as fishing, especially fly-fishing. Yet somehow or other I cannot do it. 


-Thave such an infatuation (yes, I deliberately adopt your word, O wife and O 


friends, who laugh at my disappointments on such hopeless days when I have the 
pleasure of joining you at breakfast), such an infatuated love for fishing that I 
would sooner whip a stream hopelessly in an east wind, when there was not a 
fly on the water nor any hope of a rising fish, than not fish at all. This isa 
mystery of folly that none but the initiated can understand at all. But yet I 
will engage to say that everyone who has mastered the art of fly-fishing, and has 
once thoroughly tasted its felicities, will fully sympathise with me in that love 
and “ Praise of Folly.” Anyway, I really cannot help it. Hence I am often 
weak enough—or shall I say, rather, brave enough ?—to go forth with my rod 
even on a hopeless day, notwithstanding my certain knowledge that my wife, 
even while she waves her hand at the window to give me her affectionate fare- 
well, will be saying to the friends at the breakfast-table, who will be tittering 
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over their cups and saucers consenting echo to her words, ‘‘ Poor fellow ! he had 
much better have gone to the Colinderies.” “ Poor,” she said; but she meant 
“ foolish !” Mr, Senior (“Red Spinner”) has somewhere said that as his circum- 
stances are very much like my own, so is his luck as to weather. It is nearly 
always bad on his days. But he has not yet broken his rod, I perceive ; and it 
will take many more weather-woes than any he has yet suffered, I expect, to 
make him do it. What enables him, or any other angler, to persevere in spite of 
such bad luck? The secret, perhaps, lies in the word “nearly” in the above 
sentence. He has had, as the most luckless of us have had, some good days, and 
even some curious and interesting experiences eyen on bad days (there being 
such uncertainty and so many surprises in fishing), and the pleasures of memory 
connected with these have been so great that they account to a very great 
degree for the desperate infatuation that induces the angler to cherish under the 
most hopeless circumstances the Pleasures of Hope. 





A UNIFORM SYSTEM OF NUMBERING HOOKS. 
Tur following are copies of letters we have received on this subject :— 
Irom FH. CHhoLMONDELBY-PENNELL, Esa. 


Sir,—I most cordially concur in the Editorial endorsement of the suggestion 
made by your correspondents, “ F.R.C.S.” and * M.R.C.S.,” as to the present 
state of “intolerable confusion” that reigns in regard to the numbering of hooks. 
Tt also appears to me that the system suggested by you of counting upwards 
from 000, 00, 0, 1, 2, 3, &c., right on to the largest-sized salmon hooks, is that 
which is on every ground the most desirable for adoption, forming as it does a 
uniform standard for all hooks of the sizes most commonly in use, with a con- 
venient elasticity at each end of the scale for the addition of exceptional sizes, 
whether large or small. 

This plan is at present adopted, [am informed, only by one firm of hook-makers, 
but they are recognised as being amongst those of the highest and longest 
standing. Irefer to Messrs. Hutchinson and Son, of Kendal. [or many years 
this firm made my special bend of hooks, which were, of course, numbered as 
above, with, I believe, every advantage on the score of simplicity and convenienee 
to all concerned. I also adopted this system in the limited number of sizes of 
the “ Pennell-Sneck,” originally published in the columns of the Fiswina 
GazertTe. But in the latest of my patterns of hook-bend, the ‘‘ Pennell- 
Limerick,” as made both with tapered shanks (plain) and with turn-down eyes, I 
allowed myself in a weak moment to be over-persuaded into re-adopting the 
old-fashioned, crude, and illogical method of numbering, beginning with 17 for 
the smallest number, and reducing for the largest size down to No. 1, thence 
beginning again with 0, 2/0, 3/0, 4/0, 5/0, &e.—this last another outrage not only 
on one’s sense of the ‘fitness of things,” but also on the previous part of 
the same scale. 

Peccavi! Convinced, however, of the error of my ways—or, rather, of the 
latest of them—by the unanswerable Editorial logic and the indignant eloquence 
of your correspondents, I am now prepared to recant my heresy, and as an 
earnest of my conversion, or rather reversion, to a better mind, [ have directed 
the offending numbers to be forthwith expunged ; and in the little brochure I 
am now writing, ‘‘ Modern Improvements in Fishing Tackle and TFish:hooks,” 
they will appear in the amended form. 

IT am all for progress—progress always and in everything, even in small 
things—and I gladly enrol myself in the (apparently) somewhat select, but 
doubtless determined, band of ‘“‘ Hook Numbering ” reformers.—Your obedient 
servant, H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL. 





From Messrs. HurcHInson AND Son, of Kendal. 


Dear Sir,—In reply to your favour in reference to numbering of fish-hooks, 
we have pleasure in stating that the superfine Kendal fish-hooks, manufactured 
by our firm for over a century, have always been, and continue to be, numbered 
from the smallest size upwards. Our sneck bend hooks commence at 000 ; round, 
Kirby, and Limerick bends at No. 00 ; Sproat’s and Pennell’s bends at No. 1. 
Of course, the No. 1 of the various shapes are about equal in size. We beg to 
inclose drawings of a few kinds of hooks, with numbers attached, and remain, 
faithfully yours, HUTCHINSON AND SON. 





From Messrs. Henry Mrtwarp anp Sons, of Redditch. 


Dear S1z,—We regret to say it is quite impossible we should comply with 
your request. In every different market buyers are accustomed to their own 
ways of numbering the hooks they buy, and the utmost confusion would prevail 
upon an attempt to alter the numbers. If you should be visiting Birmingham, 
we recommend you to examine our case in the Exhibition there, and you will 
judge the complications involved in your proposal.—We are, dear Sir, yours 
faithfully, HENRY MILWARD AND Sons. 





From Messrs. 8. Atucock anp Co., of Redditch. 


DEAR Srr,—In reply to yours of the 8th inst. suggesting a uniform system of 
numbering the sizes of fish-hooks, we could not see our way clear to alter our 
present method. The Redditch manufacturers all number hooks the reverse 
way to those you recommend, which latter are known in the trade as the Kendal 
sizes, and are only used to a limited extent. Where we number one thousand 
the latter way we number five hundred thousand the former, and these sizes are 
known in all parts of the globe. Unfortunately, the Kendal and Redditch sizes 
are published in books on angling, and any change would cause great confusion, 
—We are, dear sir, yours truly, 8. ALLCOCK AnD Co. 





From Murssrs. W. WoopFinLp AND Sons, of Redditch. 


Dear Srr,—Yours of the 8th inst. to hand, asking us to agree to number our 
fish-hooks from a given date according to what is known here 2s the “ Kendal” 
system. We beg to say that such a course would be impossible and impolitic, 
because where we sell one thousand of fish-hooks numbered as you suggest, we 
sell a million numbered according to the Redditch system. 

There may be some small inconvenience in the present method of numbering, 
but to adopt the way you suggest would only increase the inconvenience and 
confusion. Would it not be better for the Kendal people to adopt the Redditch 
and best known system ? 

As one instance of the inconvenience which would arise, nearly every Scotch 
fly-dresser works to the Redditch sizes for salmon. Now, No. 3/0 isa large 
salmon size—you would suggest 3/0 as the smallest trout. This would cause 
immense trouble, and it must be obvious that our system—viz., to denominate No. 
10/0 as the largest, and No. 20 as the smallest size, is the best for workmen, manu- 
facturers, and the public. 

The unfortunate thing seems to be that anyone writing a book on angling 
should go to Kendal instead of Redditch for their method of numbering, when 


we remember that perhaps (and we think we are not exaggerating), of all the 
fish-hooks sold in the world, ninety-nine out of a hundred are made under and sold 
by the Redditch way of numbering. 

Suppose you were to publish a list showing the two methods—viz., Kendal 
and Redditch, by which your readers would be able to see how the sizes cor- 
respond with each other. Thus, Redditch sizes 


No. 8/0 7/0 6/0 5/0 4/0 3/0 2/0 1/0 1 2 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 1011 12 18 14 15 
agree with 

No,, 20.19) 18 (17 016. 15 1401812410089 38 7 6 6 4° 8) 2) LP OMOonogn 
Kendal. 


We can understand that this might be useful, but we regret to say it would be 
impossible to adopt the Kendal sizes at these works.— Yours very truly, 
W. WooprigLp AND Sons. 





From Messrs. R. Harrison, Bartiernr ann Co, of Redditch. 
Drak Str,—In reply to your circular of the 8th inst., it would be absolutely 
impossible for us to number all kinds of hooks in the way you mention.— 
Yours truly, R. Harrison, BaRtLEET AND Co, 





From Messrs. W. BartibEET and Sons, of Redditch. 


Dear Sir,—In reply to your favour of the 8th inst. on the subject of num- 
bering our fish-hooks, we regret that we are unable to adopt your suggestion 
‘that we should number our hooks of all kinds 000 to 13, &c., beginning with 
000 as the smallest.” Our firm was established in 1750, since which date our 
fish-hooks have gone into every market in the world under Nos. 10/0 to 13, &e., 
No. 10/0 being the largest and 9/0, 8/0, &c., being smaller. If we were now to 
alter our system of numbering we should cause endless confusion amongst all 
our customers. With the exception of a very few kinds of hooks which run the 
opposite way, all our hooks are numbered as above noted, and we think that you 
will find that all hook manufacturers of any importance number their hooks in the 
way that we do.—Yours faithfully, Wo. BaRTLEET AND Sons. 





Sh OVRE Ss 


Te way that superb salmon river the Aberdeenshire Don is treated is simply 
a disgrace to Scotland. The thousands of fine salmon which enter it are unable, 
except in high flood, to pass the fearful dams which the mill-owners have been 
permitted to erect on its banks, and the fish in the lower water near Aberdeen 
are snared, snatched, poached, and poisoned with the utmost ease and impunity. 
The magistrates appear to be in league with the poachers. An Aberdeen resi- 
dent, who recently counted nearly fifty salmon ranging from 10 to 35lb. weight 
which had been poisoned near Balgownie, says that “when convicted, the 
poachers are given the option of a fine, and a week orso to pay it, during which 
period they either poach for the means to pay it, or disappear until the convic- 
tion is forgotten.” 
* a * * * 
Several Scotch correspondents ask us to call attention to the state of the 
Don, and we have done so in the preceding “‘ Note,” and often previously for 
years past ; but surely this is a matter for the attention of the Inspector of . 
Scotch Salmon Fisheries, Mr. Archibald Young. 
* * * * * 
In connection with this Don question, the following letter is significant :— 


“ Srr,—I inclose you an extract from the Aberdeen Journal of to-day (Oct. 11), 
which will show what people who rent salmon-fishing on the Don may expect. I 
rent between five and six miles of the upper Don, which, with the shooting, I pay 
£525 per annum for. This year I have killed one salmon; last year my keepers, 
friends, and self killed three, 

“ { see flourishing accounts occasionally in your paper of the doings on this river ; 
this gives a sample of my experience.—I am, Xc., 

‘“Kildrummy, Mossat, Aberdeenshire. “ JOHN POWER.” 

* a a F 

It is generally believed now that the destruction among salmon at Nether 
Don on Sunday was caused by dynamite or other explosive substance. Pro- 
fessor Matthew Hay made a careful examination of four of the dead fish, and 
found no traces of poison. The softer internal parts of the salmon, however, 
were bruised and marked in such a way as might be caused by a violent explo- 
sion occurring under water. The water-bailiffs have little doubt that an explo- 
sive charge was put into the river by some bold poacher, or through concerted 
action among a number of poachers ; but no clue has been found that would 
lead to detection. 

* * * * x f 

“ South-West,” of the Field, has a capital article, entitled “The Trout’s 
Holiday,” in the (lobe of Oct. 7. It is well worth looking up the back number 
for. i : 4 , : 

Collectors of books on angling should write to Mr. Chas. Collins, Bristol 
House, Harlesden, London, N.W., for a copy of his October catalogue of second- 
hand books on angling, &c. 

a at = A * 

Last Saturday Dr. Sanctuary had a basket of 83 brace of grayling, the largest 
3lb. and the smallest 90z. All but one brace were taken with the “ Sanctuary 
Wickham,” which we noticed last week. 

as ae a a a 
There is every prospect, we are glad to hear, of our European trout Salmo 
Jario doing well in America. Last year Mr. Seth Green got a lot of eggs from 
three-year-old trout ; they hatched out, and the fry are coming on splendidly. 
Mr. Seth Green is wisely rearing them to yearling size before transferring them 
to the waters of the State of New York. 
as tt BAG at ae 

There has been some fair sport in the Teith lately. Colonel Duthie had three 
salmon of 20lb. each recently, and one of 35lb. Lady Georgina Drummond 
Moray landed, out of the “ Noose Hole,” a 14lb. salmon. The season on the 
Teith closed yesterday—the 15th. 

9 % a % % 

Dr. Orton and Mr. W. Thomas, both members of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, 
now staying at Stewart’s Hotel, Crieff, are having some good sport. On Satur- 
day last Mr. Thomas got a splendid salmon of 301Ib.; he has sent it to Mr. 
Malloch, of Perth, to get a cast made. Mr. T. also had a fresh-run fish of 17Ib., 
and several others. The river is full of fish, and good sport is likely to be had 
up to the end of the season. 

st * * * * 

Anglers often have an idea that because they cannot see far into a deep, dark 
pool that the fish at the bottom cannot see what is going on at the top. The 
experiments of some French philosophers, which we publish elsewhere, seem to 
prove that light has enormous power of penetrating water ; at any rate, you 


ee a ———-- — 


’ dace, and could not get below the surface of the water. 
a8 ue ae as 
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can get a photograph at a depth of five hundred yards. Now, it is not often 

that one needs to fish so deep as this in fresh water, or salt either, for that 

matter ; but it will be useful to bear this little fact in mind. 
3 o % ° % 

Land and Water expresses surprise at the decision of the Tournament Com- 
mittee respecting the disputed Switch and Spey casting, “in face of the very 
clear decision arrived at by Major Traherne in his capacity of arbitrator on the 
question.” Major Traherne was merely asked for his opinion as to the differ- 
ence between the Switch and the Spey cast—he was never asked to arbitrate ; 
and as he was not present at the casting, he would never have consented to 
arbitrate even if he had been asked. It was impossible for the Committee to 
come to any other decision. 

* at ot % a 

An Trish correspondent writes :—‘‘On Saturday, Oct. 2, I had a final day on 
the Bann (below the Cutts). Could only get white trout on salmon flies and 
rod, so took to trout rod (11ft.) and hooked three grilse, of which I killed two. 
The first—331b.—jumped into boat as soon as hooked, and in striking the second 
I broke the middle joint and had to hand-play the fish, which was 7lb. Good 
luck arising out of bad! Ihave tried several Pennell hooks by holding points 
in pliers, and find they all snap easily at the barb.” 

* r * 


a 
_ The piscatorial editor of The People has the following remarks in a recent 
issue :—“ What a strange thing it is that one can hardly find in any book of 


reference a correct list of the Thames fishermen. In Dickens's ‘ Dictionary of 
the Thames,’ for instance, William Galloway is given asthe head of the Chertsey 
fishermen. Now, as Old Will, as was pointed out in an interesting article in the 
Globe lately, is in his eighty-fifth year, and has naturally given up his profes- 
sion, one cannot understand the value of such information. And yet this is 
only a solitary instance of similar carelessness in this and other guides.” The 
fact is, one guide compiler copies from another. 
* * & * 

Whilst Mr. Turpin and Mr. Renaut were fishing the weir pool at Maidenhead 
with Clark for jack, the former, fishing with snap-tackle legering, had a run. 
Having hooked his fish, it immediately became fixed under a large stone, and 
eventually broke away. Some half-hour after they discerned the fish some 
distance off rolling about on the surface of the water. They immediately gave 
chase in the punt, and, after two or three attempts, succeeded in landing him 
with the net—a nice fish of about 12lb. He was evidently choked with the 


a 


Rod and line-fishing on the Findhorn closed last Saturday after a fairly good 
season, although latterly the waters have not been so satisfactory. Salmon have, 
on the whole, afforded good sport, the largest got by net and coble being 4Olb., 
and by rod and line 27lb. There has been no trace of disease. Sea-trout and 
finnocks have been fully up to the average, while yellow trout have not been so 
large for many years. The fishing on the upper waters has all along been poor 
compared with former years. 

Ba a = at a8 

Mr. Silk, pisciculturist to the Marquis of Exeter, is on his way to Berneuchen, 
in Germany, to obtain a thousand black bass for his lordship from Herr Max v. d. 
Borne, who has been very successful in breeding from the few pairs of fish he 
had over from America. 

* * * * 

A number of good pike were caught last week by anglers in that splendid 
fish and fowl preserve, Slapton Ley, South Devon. A visit there, combined 
with a trip up the Dart, would be a “revelation” to men who desire to enjoy 
certain sport with a pleasant “ outing.” The statement about the great damage 
by the sea getting into the Ley was grossly exaggerated, only about eight jack 
being lost. 

% * * * 

We have not worried our readers with any “ Notes” on the eels in the pipes 
of the East London Water Works—the daily papers have been full of them. 
The really wonderful part of the affair is that eels should be able to live under 
the enormous pressure of the mains—at least 30lb. to the square inch—and not 
only live, but grow fat. 

ae Et] Es] 

The Forty-eighth Anniversary Festival of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, which was postponed on account of the Parliamentary Elections, will 
take place this year in the Venetian Salén, at the Holborn Restaurant, on 
Thursday evening, the 25th November, at 5.30 precisely. F. D. Dixon- 
Hartland, Esq., M.P., who is the representative of the division which includes 
Teddington, Hampton Wick, Hampton, Sunbury, Shepperton, Laleham, and 
Staines, has kindly consented to preside on the occasion. 

® % % % % 

Soon after the commencement of the close season, Bob Young, the obliging 
fisherman well-known to visitors to Medmenham Abbey, while fly-fishing for 
chub under the boughs near Magpie Island, hooked and landed a splendid 
Thames trout. The fish was at once returned with tender care, and so was not 
weighed. Bob modestly puts its weight at 73Ib. ; but others who saw it 
declared it was a 10lb. fish. The fly was a good-sized Coachman—a pattern 
with which we have often succeeded in catching Thames trout, but never such 
a monster as the one whose capture we record. 

x * * & 

The depressions in trade and angling respectively seem to be passing off. As 
to the latter, we can speak from experience that the recent heavy rains have 
freshened the rivers considerably, bringing fish of all kinds on to the feed, and 
rendering it probable that anglers will have a good time of it during October. 

* * * 


Great complaints come from the Thames as to the numbers of undersized 
perch which trouble the paternosters. The Thames seems, indeed, to swarm 
with these small fish. Big perch are not wanting in the river ; but they are as 
difficult to catch as large chub. That they are there we know, having repeatedly 
seen them when the water was low; but they do not take minnows until the 
winter comes. At present a small gudgeon will now and again lure a paternal 
perch ; but the best way to make a good bag of decent fish is to bait three or 
four swims where perch are known to be with lobs, and fish there the day after 
with Nottingham tackle. About a couple of hundred worms are quite 
enough for each place, and they should not be broken up more than in halves, if 
at all. Some anglers chop their worms up very small, and the result is that 
small fry eat what is intended for the larger fish. 

* * * 

In fishing the swims it is a great mistake to throw in many worms, and what 
are put in should then be cut up very small. The Nottingham anglers usually 
carry half a cocoanut-shell and a pair of scissors. Into the shell they place a 
little bran and three or four worms, snip them up with the scissors, and throw 
them in. This seems a cruel proceeding ; but it is done very rapidly, and the 
worm is probably cut into six pieces in a less number of seconds, and is dead, 





and perhaps eaten, before it is aware what is happening. The method is very 
cleanly. The baiting should not be done overnight, but the morning before. 
This gives the fish a proper time to get hungry again after their feast of worms 
—we almost unconsciously wrote “ diet” instead of “ feast.” Where worms are 
put in at night, or late in the day, the eels often get the best part of them ; and 
worms brought all the way from Nottingham—at Heaven knows what cost !— 
are too good for even Thames eels. 

2 % 2 % 2 

It is a popular delusion that perch are always to be fished for in holes. In 

summer, on the contrary, they are always in the streams, and winter or summer, 
if the water thickens, they come into very shallow water. The reason of this, 
probably, is that it is then too dark in the deeper water for them to see to feed ; 
and, moreover, their food is in the streams. With a little colour in the water, 
such as there is almost sure to be after the present rains, we would commend 
our readers to fish swims where the water is from two to five feet deep, the 
stream gentle, and the bottom gravelly or sandy. But in these shallow swims the 
angler must, of course, keep as much out of sight as possible, for the nature of 
the perch seems to have changed since Izaak Walton’s time. 

% ° % % 


The old-fashioned way of threading nearly the whole of the worm on a good- 
sized round-bent hook when barbel-fishing is gradually going out. Some fisher- 
men have run to the other extreme, and merely catch the worm with the hook 
through its middle ; but the more generally-accepted plan is to use a somewhat 
smaller hook, the point of which is inserted in the worm about a third of the 
way from its head, brought through it for an inch or an inch and a half, and 
then out again. This plan leaves unwounded the greater portion of the worm, 
which consequently lives longer and is more attractive, and only a small piece 
of the hook is visible. 

* * * * 

“The fish bite, but we can’t hook ’em!” is a remark we have frequently 
heard barbel-fishers make, adding that will not take the bait properly, only 
mashing up the head of the worm. So far as our experience goes, it is not 
barbel which chaw the head of the worm, but dace ; and where we have been so 
troubled we have never failed to catch dace by putting on a smaller hook, and 
fishing with the head of the worm. i 

It is about time now to breed a store of gentles for the winter ; but as so 
many London tackle dealers keep first-rate gentles all the year through, and sell 
them at moderate prices, the trouble is hardly necessary. i 

s ae at * 

People waste a lot of money in advertising in the wrong papers. The Rock, 
for instance, is not a good medium for informing dog-owners that you require a 
well-bred bull pup, death on rats ; nor is the Guardian a good paper for a bur- 
lesque actress requiring an engagement to advertise in. An angler, wiser than 
some others, who wanted a house with ground containing a trout stream, made 
known his wants in these columns. The result is that he has heard of a nice 
little place on one of the best trout-streams in the South of England, which is 
to be had at 2n almost nominal rent. Verb. sap. 

* * * * * 

An Illinois young farmer is accused of using this tropical language as con- 
clusive proof of his ardour and fidelity : “ My best loved one, I chawed the 
postage-stamp on your last letter all to thunder, because I knowed you licked 
it on!” 








CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed, * Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,’ 
und marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 


; ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, at 8.30.— 
R, GHURNEY, sec. 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of £1 3s. 6d. 
from the donation box of the Amicable Brothers Angling Society. The next meeting 
of the committee will take place on Friday evening, October 22nd, at 8.30.—R. 
GHURNEY, sec. : 
ANGLERS’ CLUB OF IRELAND. 
The Irish fishing season about to close partook of the general depression in 
many respects. The next meeting of this club will be held before the end of 
the month in Dublin, and the secretary, Mr. Thomas Hewson, informs us that 
the club is in a prosperous condition and likely to develop this coming year into 
a great social institution, where no religion or political bigotry will be permitted 
to disturb the good feeling which exists amongst the Irish disciples of Izaak 
Walton. ‘The country people are now beginning to see it will be in their own 
interest to preserve upper waters during close season, and there is no reason 
why fishing tourists should not visit Ireland next year, and partake of real good 
sport and unsurpassed scenery. 
ALBION ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Please allow me to correct a mistake made in the report of the above society that 
appeared in your edition of the 9th inst. It there states that Mr, Grimmett “had 
7ilb. 120z. of roach and dace.” This should have been 77lb. 120z, I weighed the 
fish,and was much surprised on seeing the report that such a blunder had been made 
in reference to Mr. Grimmett’s weight, and that of the other gentlemen being per- 
fectly right. The next competition will take place on the 21st for prizes offered by 
Messrs. W. C. Canton, W. J. Crisp, and G. Elliott.—PIXxIE. ‘ 
[The next weight being 7lb. 7oz., we thought the 77lb. 120z. must be ‘a mistake 
for 7lb. 120z. We congratulate Mr. Grimmett on such a fine take.—ED. | 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On Oct. 10th, Mr. Say weighed-in roach, 41b.—J. WORLEDGE. 
BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members of this club fished a match on the 10th inst. at Egham for three 
prizes presented by W. Burgess, value two guineas and a half, Twenty-six members 
competed. The first prize was taken by Mr. Jaques, the second by Mr. Mumford, 
and the third by Mr. Gisbourne. Messrs. Mesure, Excell, and Denton also weighed- 
in fish, The next contest for prizes, presented by Mr. J. 8. Gilliatt, M.P., will take 
place at Windsor on Oct. 24th, All members are requested to attend on Tuesday 
next, as the secretary has important business to bring before them. 
BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. : 
On Oct. 10th, the members of the above society competed for tour valuable prizes 
at Ware. The successful competitors were—Ist, W. Davison : 2nd, Mr. Dodson ; 3rd 
H. Benningfield; 4th, J. Gafney, Messrs. Mallett, Conn, A. J. Bryant, Downey; 
Frost, Court, Scott, and Sullivan also had fish—A. CONN, sec. 
BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. ; 
We held our quarterly meeting on the 4th inst., Mr. G. Stevens in the chair, and 
Mr. G. Saunders in the vice-chair. The secretary (Mr. A. H. Dolton) read the report 
and balance-sheet, and congratulated the members as to the flourishing condition of 
the Association—after payment of about £17 for prizes, &c., during the last quarter, 
there remained a balance in hand of nearly £15, The annual outing, held on the Ist 
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of September, proved a great success, no less than seventy sitting down to dinner 
Thanks were cordially passed to the prize-donors, including Alderman Smith, M.P., 
and other influential gentlemen. On the 6th inst. a competition took place on open 
waters, when the following gentlemen were the winners :—Mr. G. Taylor, first prize, 
bream, &c., 71b. 130z.; Mr. H. Jennan, second, bream, &c., 41b. 11oz. ; M.. G, Lau- 
rence, third, jack, Our next competition takes place on the 24th inst,—A, H. 


DouTon, sec. 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting on Friday last was again a busy one. Mr. Langford was duly made 
a member,and three other gentlemen were proposed—namely, Mr. Woodstock, Mr. Mon- 
day, and Mr, J. O. Fisher, late of Ye Olde Blacke Friars, A pleasant evening was spent, 
all members present contributing to the harmony, Our late host and brother, Tom 
Keeble, paid us a visit, and was received with the usual cordiality of the B.P.S. Mr. 
J. Smith was out on the 10th inst. and caught five barbel weighing 111b. 30z., and a 
pretty trout of 241b., which, of course, was returned to its native element. The follow- 
ing members also weighed in :—Messrs. Massey, sen., six bream and two roach—total, 
151b. 1202. ;S, Bryan, one barbel, 11b. 12}0z. ; Salisbury, 1b. 830z. ; Deplidge, 1b. 3oz. ; 
Ersser, 431b. ; Morris, 20z.—total weight, 32lb. Massey, jun., had 91b. 130z., but was 
too late to weigh in. On Monday, 11th inst., Messrs, Ersser, Robbins, Cole, Baker, 
and 8. Bryan attended the visit of the 8.L.U.V.L. to the Kenningtonians, when four- 
teen clubs were represented. On Tuesday Messrs. Deplidge and F, Bryan attended 
the Silver Trout, it being the occasion of a presentation to their old and tried sec., 
Mr. Griffiths. A very enjoyable evening was spent. On Friday next, it being the 
ladies’ concert night, all brother “bobs” and their wives are cordially invited_to help 
us to spend an enjoyable evening.—STEWART BRYAN. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members have weighed-in since my last report Mr. 0. Brown 
winning the monthly prize for dace, Mr. Sewell the monthly prize for bream, Mr, 
Avis the prize for heaviest one day’s take of roach, given by Mr. Sparkes cer, 
Sewell the heaviest one day’s take of all fish, 201b.; the heaviest fish Mr, Dutton, 
jack, 9lb.; Mr. Moodie, bream, 3lb,; Mr. Saunders, bream, 3lb.; Mr, Burbidge, 
roach, Ilb, 30z.; Mr. Weyer, perch, 1lb.; Mr. Sanders, carp, 4lb.; Mr. Avis, dace, 
7oz. Membersiare requested to attend and arrange for,coming concerts.—W. Dutton, 


Bec, 
CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A special general meeting will be held next Wednesday, October 20th, when all 
members are particularly requested to attend by nine o’clock sharp, when the 
following will appear on the agenda: Arranging the half-yearly supper, electing 
chairman and vice, auditors, &c.,; arranging Messrs. Santer, Welch, and White's 
prizes ; suggested alteration of rule 24, and other very important business will be 
brought forward. N.B.—The members are competing this month (October) for Mr. 
Edwards's prize, the gross weight of all fish to win ; likewise for Miss Laura Linden’s 
prize for the gross weight of barbel. We have had some very fair shows the last two 
weeks,—W. H. BuRWASH, sec. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The fifty-second regular meeting of the club was held on Monday, October 11th. 
There were present Messrs. Millbourn, Longley, Mayman, G. Reeves, G. R. Reeves, 
Hobden, Hodgkinson, Roebuck, Barker, W. Allard, Feesham, Lazarus, and others. 
Mr. Millbourn in the chair. The minutes were read and confirmed. The secretary 
announced the following takes : Mr. Millbourn, one carp, 11b. 2402. ; two perch, and 
two chub, 2lb. 7$0z., Thames. The first club competition for a Five-Guinea Silver 
Cup, will take place on Wednesday, November 3rd, for the largest gross weight of 
fish (jack excepted), sizeable according to club rules, taken with one rod, between 
Richmond-road Bridge and Kew-road Bridge. All members are eligible for this 
competition. The committee and members will be very pleased to see any brother 
anglers at their meetings, which are held eyery Monday at 8 p.m. The subscription 
is one guinea per annum. The’prize-list for the current season already amounts to 
forty-three guineas, in addition to the silver cup mentioned above.—F. E. LONGLEY, 
hon. sec. 

CLAPTON, 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held at the Swan on Monday last, Mr. H. J. 
Tibbatts in the chair. The previous minutes were read, and general business trans- 
acted, including the election of two new members, and the nomination of another 
new member, Considerable discussion ensued as to the boom proposed to be placed 
across the Copper Mill stream, ‘Mr. Crooks, jun., took a small jack there last week, 
and several members reported having seen large quantities of fine fish there, Our 
chairman gave a very interesting account of the new waters rented by the Anglers’ 
Association at Malden (Grey’s Farm), stating that he was quite of opinion, from his 
own knowledge and what he had gleaned from others, that this water would in a 
short time, by proper preservation, be a very excellent sporting water. Our first 
smoking concert of the present season will be held on Monday, the 25th inst., at 
8 o'clock, Mr, Winterbottom and Mr, Baker pianists. I have plenty of promises of 
excellent talent, and I trust members and friends will be well represented, All 
angling brothers are welcome. A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed the 
proceedings.—HENRy Howsk, hon. sec. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

A complimentary visit will be paid to the Howick Brothers Angling Society, 
Lord Howick, Trinity-street, Woolwich, on Monday, the 18th inst. Members wish- 
ing to go over the Royal Arsenal will please meet at the Dockyard Station at two 
o’clock. The concert to be held in the evening at the club-house will commence at 
eight o’clock.—J. A. FIvcu, sec. 

EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our meeting held on Thursday, the 7th inst., was a very busy one indeed, and one 
of the most satisfactory we have had for some time, The conditions of the next 
match were brought on, and it was settled that we should have a peg-down on 
October 24th, I hope all of our members that can will take part in the competition, 
as the prizes are the best we have had for a long time, and are worth going out 
for, the first being a handsome sterling silver medal in case, and the 2nd, 8rd, 
and 4th have been very generously presented by the Messrs, Hayward, who have 
lately joined us, and are taking such a kindly interest in our welfare. No prize 
is to be taken unless the first prize-winner weighs in at least 1lb. of fish, then 
the others follow in rotation with any weight. On Oct. 10th, Messrs. Brother- 
hood, Brown, and the Brothers Hayward were out, and had very fair sport, one 
of our trays being quite filled with some good roach and dace, All complained, 
however, of the water being too low and bright ; but then I believe it is an 
angler’s privilege to grumble and put the blame onsomething ;’ otherwise he 
would not be nearly so jolly as he is. Members please attend in force on Thurs- 
day next, the 21st, to settle place of fishing.—WARWICK. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of fish at the club on the 10th inst, Just twenty members 
weighed-in, On Monday the draw took place for twelve prizes on behalf of Mr, 
Snook, the winning numbers being :—lst prize, No. 192; 2nd, 2,590 ; 3rd, 3,027 ; 
4th, 1,133; 5th, 354; 6th, 282; 7th, 1,814; 8th, 554; 9th, 89; 10th, 1,263; 11th, 
242; 12th, 502, Mr. Snook begs to thank all those friends for their hearty support, 
On Tuesday there was a good attendance of members ; two new members enrolled, 
and two propositions taken, The members decided to have a smoking concert on 
Monday, Noy. 1, Mr, H. J, Tibbatts chairman, Mr. W. H. Beckett vice-chairman, on 
behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. I trust it will bea great success,—R 
MuRpHy, 

GOLDEN BARBEL, 

The members of this society had a competition at Windsor on the 3rd inst., and the 
following is the result:—W. Browning, barbel ; J. Stanton, roach and dace ; J. 
Roach, roach ; E. Lochmuller, roach ; B. Henrie, roach ; C. Stoner, roach, On the 10th 
inst. Mr de Perranled the way with a nice lot of roach ; E. Lochmuller had roach > 
K. Harrison, roach ; 0. Crow, roach; J. Trowbridge, roach ; C, Chapman, roach ; J,Green, 
roach ; Fowler, roach ; and O, Perkins, roach, making the gross weight up to about 
20lb, On November 7th a competition will take place at Goring, Entrance fee, 


2s. 6d. Seventeen gentlemen have given in their names for this, .and they hope to 
have some good sport down there about that date. The sample of fish brought from 
there latterly have given much satisfaction.—PIXxIk. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in on the 10th inst.:—From the Thames, W. 
Parkin, roach, 2lb. 30z.; J. K. Fitch, roach, 150z. ; C. Holmes, roach ; F. G. Cooper, 
jack ; F. Watling, roach; Page, jack, 3lb. 80z.: J. Cartwright, roach, 6lb. 7oz, ; 
Scott, jack from the Wey. From Amberley : S. Parrett, a handsome jack, 91b. 5b. ; 
H, Hutchings, roach ; G. Watling, roach and bream, 12lb. 2o0z. ; Mr. Baker (honorary 
member), a splendid barbel weighing 7lb. 1loz. Mr. Parrett’s jack and Mr. Baker's 
barbel will be preserved by Mr. Gibson—J. A. FITCH, sec. 

HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Thursday last, the 7th, was the usual monthly meéting, when it was arranged to 
fish a club match on the 17th and 20th, three prizes each day, bank or punt, any 
public water. These dates were also agreed to on the suggestion of the Acton Pis- 
catorials to fish the first of our annual competitions with them in the tidal water. 
Mr. J. Smith weighed-in a well-shaped barbel of 431b., and Mr. Hobden some roach 
and dace taken at Bourne End. The question of renewing our former subscription 
to the Thames Angling Preservation Society was again discussed, when it was 
decided that the matter be deferred until the representation of the angling clubs 
subscribing to its funds be more adequately provided for. In reply to the Gresham 
Angling Society’s application for a contribution to their “ Winchester Cathedral 
Izaak Walton Fund,” it was decided not to make any subscription out of the club 
moneys, as it seemed to be the opinion of the meeting that a suitable memorial of 
Izaak Walton should be in a position less remote from his favourite river, and some- 
what more within the view of thosesubscribing. Several of our members have been 
very successful during the past summer, notably Mr. Underwood with several bream 
over 4b. each, the largest being so far first specimen, with a weight of 42]b.; he 
also stands for specimen carp taken at Wimbledon, and gross weight of fish between 
Aug. 1 and Sept. 30. Mr. Bridges stands first for specimen barbel with a fish of 
6lb., and Mr, Lamb second. Mr. Bridges also stands for second specimen bream, and 
Mr. Peachey for specimen roach ; while Mr. Bacchusis far ahead of all for the silver 
cup. I am sorry to say we have lost severalof our best old members lately through 
a variety of afflictions, viz., depression of trade, the contrary, marriage, emigration, 
&e.; there is now room for a few new members to join our ranks.—H, 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 10th inst. Mr. G. H. Wood had another fine show of dace from the Thames, 
Mr. Jeffries had a few handsome roach, and Mr, Da Costa chub from the Lea. The 
return visit (No. 1 Hastern District Anglers’ Association) was held in our club-room 
on Monday last, Oct. 11th. There was a good attendance of friends and anglers, 
Mr. M. Midson, Dalston Angling Society, acted as chairman.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 

: NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A boundary imatch is arranged to take place at Bourne End on the 24th inst, ; 
members can learn particulars and conditions by attending the club on Thursday 
next.—G. T, FLETCHER, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special general meeting will take place on Tuesday next, the 19th inst., to take 
into consideration the future welfare of the society and other important matters,” All 
members are earnestly requested to attend. 

PRINCE ARTHUR PISCATORIALS., 

Although most of our members have been out the last few weeks scarcely any- 
thing worth recording has been weighed-in. An interesting match, however, took 
place between Messrs. Giles and Lucy on the 30th ult. The locality fixed was Rich- 
mond, and the weather was everything that could be desired, there being just suffi- 
cient breeze to temper the heat of the sun without causing inconvenience in fishing. 
Some little time-was taken in preparing the tackle, and Mr. Giles being ready first, 
soon had the honour of taking the first fish ; this he followed up with several others, 
Mr. Lucy now began in earnest, and soon gained on Mr. Giles. The latter was some- 
what hindered now by a bite on his ledger line which, however, proved of no benefit. 
It seemed as if nothing would prevent Mr. Giles winning the contest ; but Mr. Lucy 
had his eye to business, and, continuing to take fish very fast, eventually won the 
match by several pounds’ weight ; the total weights were : Mr. Lucy, 91b. 5402.3; Mr, 
Giles, 6lb.1130z. The fish consisted of roach and dace only, and although not large, 
were of fair average size. Mr. Walton, of the Prince Arthur, acted as umpire, After 
the match all adjourned to a comfortable hotel in Richmond and partook of a sub- 
stantial repast, everyone interested agreeing that they had spent a very enjoyable 
day. Wednesday, the 5th inst., being our quarterly night, the election of officers took 
place—Messrs. Giles and Andrews were re-elected chairman and vice-chairman, and 
Messrs. Fomison and Salmon auditors.—J. HARRIS, sec. 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of this society took place on Wednesday evening last, 
Mr. Philip Geen presiding and Mr. Dickinson being in the'vice-chair. The chair- 
man presented the prizes to the winners of the roach and dace competition which 
took place on Wednesday, the 6th inst., and there were several entries for that which 
is to take place between Brentford Docks and Kew Iron Bridge. A grand evening 
concert will be given at the College Hall, Richmond-green, by the society on the 
3rd of November, to open the winter season ; and, looking at the satisfaction and 
pleasure to all who were present given by the last concert of the same description, 
which took place in May last. this one is sure to be a great success. il 

Mr, Dickinson has been successful in taking a carp at Kingston weighing 4lb. 5oz., 
and his son in taking one weighing 4lb. 4oz.,on fine gut tackle-—H. CLIFFORD 


TAMAN, ; 
RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 13th inst. at the Horse Shoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C., when a good muster of members were present, and the 
evening was brought to an enjoyable conclusion, harmony having reigned supreme. 
On the 9th inst. the following members weighed-in :—Mr. Piggott, 21b. 7$0z,roach ; 
Mr. Wildey, 2lb. 1}0z.; Mr. Benton, Ib, 1140z.; Mr, Sharpless, 11b. 10362). Mr. 
Bedford, 11b, 240z,—C, PraGort, sec. 2 Wisy 4 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 3s tagn9 

On the 10th, Mr. J. Smith led the way with 91b. of nice roach ; Mr. R. Chantry, 
came next, followed by Mr, Moulton, Mr. J, Wigley, and Mr. R. Smith, with roach, 
dace, and gudgeon from the Thames and the Lea. “At the meeting held on the 13th, 
Mr. W. Wigley was proposed as a member to be elected on the next business night. 
Mr. J. Davis weighed-in 51b. 5$0z. of roach and dace from Richmond. Our worthy 
hostess has increased our prize-list with £1 1s., for which all members returned 
their sincere thanks. A competition will take place on the 31st, open to all members 
clear on the books up to date.—Prx1E. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. x 

In spite of the rain last Tuesday, our meeting was well attended. After voting a 
subscription to the “Walton Memorial Fund,” ‘appointing auditors, electing and 
transferring members, our Central Association délegate, Mr. Kelly, gave his report 
of the last meeting, after which, as chairman, he, with a neat speech, presented 
Mr. Griffiths with his testimonial, to which that gentleman replied in, his usual 
happy style, whereupon the members gave his health, upstanding. We enjoyed 
some excellent selections by Mr. Williams on the violin, Mr. Glucka, sen., and 
Mr. Grosvenor on the cornet and pianoforte, together with some first-class sing- 
ing from Mr. Glucka, sen., the “ Brunswickers,”. and the “Trouts.” Mr. Geall 
weighed-in two pike, one of 6lb. 140z., the other 5b. T40z., taken from the Med- 
way.—CERASUS, sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The last return visit on the above list took place on Monday last at the Kenning- 
tonian A.S., when a good muster of anglers were present. On the roll beinz called, 
13 clubs answered, and also two other clubs who were uot on the list being present. 
The next return visit will go to the Brixton Wanderers, on Thursday, October 28th, 
at the Windsor Castle, Railton-road, Brixton. This being their first visit, I hope to 
see a good muster of South London anglers and friends, P,S—A meeting of deley 
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gates will take place on Friday, Oct, 22, to make arrangements for the next South 
London competition.—J. Court. 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above club were out on the 10th inst., and had some nice 
takes. Mr. J. Currans, a nice show of bream; Mr. R. Lawes, sen., was among the 
parbel and gudgeon—one gudgeon was a beauty; Mr. R,. Lawes, jun., weighed-in 
barbel, roach, and dace ; Mr. J. Payne, the old game, returned with a blank, but I 
expect he is going to give us a treat this week, because we have had some rain. 
There will be several very handsome prizes fished for on the 31st inst., when T hope 
Z we shall have every member in the society out on that day.—H, TyLEr. 

UNITED BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY (KIDDERMINSTER). . 

Our annual dinner and distribution of prizes took place at the Swan Hotel on 
October ist. Anexcellent dinner was placed upon the table and served up in an 
irreproachable manner. The Rev. S. B. Bathe presided, and the vice-chair was filled 
by Mr. J. Mossop, A good few honorary members were present ; a good number sat 
down. The prizes were tastefully arranged on a stage at the top end of the room, 
and forming an attractive centrepiece was a glass case containing two magnificent 
Salmo ferox, weighing 144 and 8lb. respectively, taken by two of our honorary 
members at Loch Shin last August. After the cloth was drawn, the chairman said 
it became his responsibility to propose the first toast. If he had to propose ‘The 
Emperor of Russia.” perhaps he might find it a rather more difficult matter; or if 
he had to propose “ The Health of the Sultan of Turkey,” he might find it an arduous 
task; but the words would come readily when he had to propose “The Health of 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria,” and in doing so he felt he had a very easy task indeed. 
He felt that amongst that body of anglers they had some of Her Majesty’s most loyal 
subjects, and when they found Her Majesty was approaching the fiftieth anniversary 
of her reign, they should drink that toast with very great heartiness and cordiality. 
He had very great pleasure in proposing the first toast—‘ The Health 
of Her Majesty the Queen,” and that she would live long to reign 
over a happy and contented people. The toast of “The Prince and Princess of 
Wales and the rest of the Royal Family ” was duly honoured. The chairman then 
read letters of apology from several honorary members, who were among the 
pheasants that day or otherwise previously engaged. Mr. Fearneley proposed “ The 
Army, Navy, and Auxiliary Forces,” coupling with the toast the names of Lieutenant 
Mossop and Sergeant-Major Earle. Mr. J. Redding, the president of the association, 
said it gaye him very great pleasure to see so many honorary members present with 

1 them that evening. It would give our ordinary members greater pleasure if the 
honorary members were with them more frequently, as they would then see that 
the society was carried out in a straightforward way. He was greatly obliged to 
the honorary members and to the tradespeople of Kidderminster for the way in 
which they had supported that society. He must also tender his thanks, and also 
that of the members, to those gentlemen who had allowed the members to fish their 
waters. He begged also to propose the health of the donors of prizes in the last 
competition. The toast was drank with great cheering. Mr. Harp, the secretary, 
read some accounts of the small catches made at pegged-down contests, and said that 
the members need not be disheartened at the smallness of theirown takes. The pre- 
sident read a note he had received inviting him to attend a lecture to be delivered 
by Mr. Willis-Bund, on Wednesday, the 13th inst., at the Union Hotel, Worcester, 
on “Fish and Fishing.” The Rev. 8S. B. Bathe then distributed the 
prizes, after which a member gave a song. Mr. Mossop then proposed 
“Success to the United Brothers’ Angling Society.” He said others had spoken of 
the easy task they had in proposing toasts ; but that, which was the toast of the 
evening, was the easiest to propose of all. It was a toast which must meet with 
general acceptance, because it was that of our “ noble selves.” That society was 
doing good in the town in many ways. It brought men together who would other- 
wise not be brought together in other societies. They had amongst their members 
persons having all sorts of political opinions, and, in fact, every variety of opinion 
in every direction. Any combination must be good if they could work together. 
Any society that would bring people together would do good to the town at large. 
He begged to propose “Success to the United Brothers’ Angling Society.” Mr. Earp, 
the secretary, responded. In doing so, he said he was sorry not to see more members 
there. Those members that were there should be proud and feel gratified that they 
were honoured by the presence of so many honorary members that evening. It 
struck him, from the presence of so many of their friends, that angling was 
becoming more generally recognised as a pastime that was worthy of patronage and 
support. They must give way to the turf, hunting, and cricket; but the rod, he 
thought, held its own with the gun. He wished those two gentlemen were here 
who had caught those beautiful fish that were being exhibited in that case. 
Perhaps they could tell them the difference of the sensation caused 
by the report of the breechloaders on the moors and that which they experienced 
in the first rush of a salmon, or the struggles of that splendid brace of fish in the 

~ case at the top of the room. When the report of the gun died away the sport was 
over as far as the bird aimed at was concerned—unless it got away ; whereas in the 
case of the angler it only commenced after the fish was hooked, A delicate yet a firm 
hand is often required before you can land your fish. The same applies to the more 
humble anglers, whose aim and sport is among the coarser fish, but waose means 
will not admit of higher game. As regards their club affairs, he was proud to tell 
them they were holding their own. He believed their debts were paid, and they 
had a good valance in their treasurer’s hands. As regards their numbers, there were 
one or two who had left the society ; but others had joined, so that their usual strength 
was kept up. He thought so long as they behaved themselves in the creditable manner 
they had been doing, their honorary members would never feel ashamed to come 
amongst them. ‘They should act straightforwardly, 
would be as successful in the future as it had been in the past. The chairman pro- 
posed “The Health of the Officers of the Society.” They all knew that in England 
they were very methodical people, and no body of men could keep going on well 
together for long without they were led by good officers. He was sure that that 
was the case not only in military matters, but in others. It was particularly 
the case in a society like that. He was sure that the officers of that 
society had the confidence of the members, and they felt they could 
repose in them all the trust and confidence that was required to carry on a society 
like that. Their good friend the president he had the pleasure of knowing 
very well indeed, and he knew very well that when he had not matters more 
important to think about in his business he was thinking about the welfare of the 
society ; and in their venerable friend the secretary they had one who was equally 
anxious for the welfare of the society. He also coupled with the toast the other 
officers of the society. Mr. Redding, the president, said he felt extremely obliged 
to them for the way in°which they had drunk his health and that of the other 
' officers. He assured them that he had done everything that was possible for that 
society as far as it lay in his power to doso. It gave him very great pleasure to 
assist in doing what he could to promote its interest, and he was always glad to 
have an opportunity of making any gentleman a member. He had always been met 
with the greatest courtesy when he had applied to any gentleman or tradesman 
with reference to matters connected with that society. Mr. H. Tayler 
proposed “The Health of their worthy Chairman.” He had met him on many 
occasions, and everything he undertook to do he did it thoroughly and with a good 
heart and spirit, not only as a member of that society, but among his parishioners. 
He (Mr. Tayler) had been in the parish 35 years, and always found the same spirit 
existed. He had endeavoured to assist that society as much as possible, and although 
he had not been able to go out with them, it was only his business that kept him 
away. He hoped the day would come when he should be able to go with them and 
beat their best man. Under any circumstance, he should always support that society. 
The chairman, in responding, said when their worthy president and secretary called 
on him to preside he thought they ought to get a chairman who could do a greati 
deal more for the society ; but if they would only say they would like him to pre- 
side, he thought it was the duty of Englishmen to do what they could for one 
another, and therefore he was proud to come among !them again, The host and 


friends. 


posed by Mr. Brodie, and seconded by 





and then their society - 
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hostess were toasted and extolled for the able manner in which they had catered that 
evening, the worthy host replying in a neat speech, Other toasts and songs follows 
until a late hour.—E. E., hon. sec. 2633 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 


Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern on Thursday, October 14th, Mr. Bayley in 


the chair. Members present :—Messrs. Bayley, Hibble, Crisp, sen. and jun., Smith, 
Grigg, Brodie, Delhaye, Rumbelow, Haines, Curtis, Stidolph (P.B.), and several 
For the two prizes on this day, given by Messrs. Bayley and Harris—Mr, 
Grigg, lst; Mr. Delhaye, 2nd ; Mr. Hibble, 3rd ; and Mr. Brodie, 4th, Total weight 
about 35lb., allfrom the bank. For the competition on October 24th, it was pro- 
Mr. Hibble, that the competition be an open 
one ; carried, nem,con. Mr. Bayley hada splendid take of 191b, 2}0z. from Ford- 
ingbridge, since my last report.—W, L. GRIFFIN, sec. 7 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. shige 
On Wednesday evening our usual weekly meeting was very well attended ; andit 
was decided that in consequence of the state of the Thames, the match for 
the 17th, instead of being fished at Penton Hook as previously « arranged, 


shall be altered to a roving match, go where you please. 


There being very little 


business to transact, and several talented visitors present, a very pleasant evening 
was spent in harmony.—W. W. ALEXANDER, Sec. 3 
WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, | H 


Several members of this society, in their persevering efforts for securing specimen 
fish only, have lately been fairly successful. At the weekly meeting, held on Tues- 
day, those who were present had the opportunity of seeing perhaps one of the best 
trays of roach that it has been fortunate for a member to weigh in during the club’s 
existence, Mr. H. Thompson having thirty-nine splendid roach weighing 391b. 60z., 
caught that day, the five largest weighing respectively 1lb. 80z., 11b, 80z., 11b. 7$0z., 


lb. 5ioz., and 1b, 4oz. 


The fish, though they may not be termed exceptionally 


large specimens, were in the best of condition, and to catch so many to average o¥er 
1b. each, is a chance that one does not meet with every day. In addition to these 
there were some 351b. weight of splendid bream taken by Messrs. Mearsand Buttery 


from the Ouse, the smallest weighing 34lb., and largest 4lb. 5oz. 


Amongst other 


recent captures that may be worth record are two barbel, 7lb. and 53lb., taken by 
Mr. H. C. Beatley at Shepperton, and several catches of dace by Mr, Eyans, varying 


from 80z, to 11$0z. 


WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 
A special meeting of the above club took place on Thursday, the 14th inst., accord- 


ing to the notice sent out, when there was 


a good representative gathering. It was 


decided that the match between the members take place on Thursday, the 21st, and 
on the 24th inst., two guineas to be taken out of the club funds, making, with Mr. 


Forman’s present, three guineas. 
’ 


To be fished for above Moulsey Lock, anywhere in 


the Thames, bank or punt, the money to be 15s., 10s., and 6s. 6d. for each. Few fish 
have been shown this week, with the exception of some barbel from Sunbury.—B. 


EE ET ET 





WE have received a copy of the “ Illustrated Handbook of Victoria,” published in 


connection with the Colonial and Indian Exhibition, 


for the use of intending 


emigrants, and to disseminate generally a better knowledge of the resources of the 


colony of Victoria, its trades and products. 


In order that this publication should 


be available to those to whom a thorough acquaintance with the colony would be 
most beneficial, copies are being sent to every institution, society, literary, or other- 


wise, and public library in the kingdom, 


so that by this means much benefit 


may accrue, not only to the colony, but also to the mother country, either in the 
way of increased trade between the two countries, or by encouraging members of 
the now overstocked trades and professions of the one to emigrate to the other, 


where they are much needed. 
illustrations from photographs, 
Victoria. 


“Those who keep poultry, or contemplate doing 
so, had better consult the ‘Practical Poultry 
Keeper. Mr. Wright’s is certainly one of the 
best.’—Standard. 


Twentieth Edition, Revised. 
Coloured Plates. 


PRACTICAL POULTRY KEEPER. 


By Lewis WrigHt. With Illustra- 
tions. Cloth 3s. 6d., post free 3s, 10d. 


With Eight 








«“¢The Practical Rabbit Keeper’ treats exhaust- 
ively of tame rabbit-keeping, and gives the fullest 
details of all matters connected therewith. The 
work is illustrated with admirable engravings, and 
will be found a most valuable guide for rabbit 
fanciers.’—Land and Water. 


Price 3s. 6d., post free 33. 10d. 
RABsit KEEPER, THE PRACTI- 


CAL. By CuNICULUS, assisted by 
Illustrated. 


“The book is, in our opinion, the best yet 
published on the subject."—Mark Lane Express. 


eminent fanciers. 








“<Simple Ailments of Horses’ is a most invalu- 
able vade mecum for all horse-owners. A careful 
study of this work will enable the owner of horses 
to act for himself in many cases where professional 
aid has to be procured from long distances, and 
where delay in the administration of immedi- 
ate remedies might entail the most serious results. 
It is a book that will be found most useful to the 
country gentleman and the farmer, and as such we 
can confidently recommend it.”—Land and Water. 


Second Edition, price 5s. 


HORSES, SIMPLE AILMENTS OF, 
Their NATURE and TREATMENT. 
By W. F., late Principal and Lecturer 
on Veterinary Surgery, Edinburgh 
Veterinary College ; Author of 
“Tessons in Horse Judging, ‘“ Lec- 
tures on Soundness in Horses,” &c. 


in price from 





The work contains a large number of excellent 
and should be seen by all who are interested in 


; , 


Cassell & Company's Announcements 








“The Practical Pigeon Keeper’ supplies a want 
long felt by pigeon fanciers.”—Bristol Times and 
Mirror. 


Second Edition, price 3s, 6d., post free 3s. 10d. 
THE PRACTICAL PIGEON 
KEEPER. By Lewis WRIGHT, 


Author of “The Illustrated Book of 
Poultry.” With Dlustrations, « 





“The Dog” by ‘Idstone,’ is one of the best 
English authorities on all that relates to the dog, 
and his well-written and eminently practical 
volume will be welcomed by all who are interested 
in the subject.”—Public Opinion. 


Seventh and Cheap Edition, 2s. 6d., post 
free 2s, 9d. 

THE DOG. By “Ivstons.” With 
simple Directions for his Treatment, 
and Notices of the best Dogs of the 
Day, their Breeders and Exhibitors, 
with 12 FULL-PAGE ENGRAVINGS 
Drawn on Wood from Life by 
GEORGE HARL, 








“The points of every breed of dog are elabo- 
rately and ably treated in ‘The Practical Kennel 
Guide,’ and there are some useful hints about 
purchasing, as well as the management of dogs, 
whether intended for the stud or the show. In- 
deed, thos: who want a concise epitome of all 
matters relating to the breeding and treatment of 
dogs could hardly find a more complete or more 


useful investment.”— The Sportsman. 
Second Hdition, price 2s. 6d., post free 2s. 9d. 


KENNEL GUIDE, THE PRACTI- 
CAL. With Plain Instructions 
How to Rear and Breed Dogs for 
Pleasure, Show, and Profit. By 
Gorpon STABLES, M.D., RN, 
Illustrated, 


NOTICE.-A CLASSIFIED CATALOGUE, giving particulars of nearly ONE 


THOUSAND VOLUMES published by Messrs, 


THREEPENCE TO TWENTY-FIVE GUINEAS, 
will be sent on request post free to any address, 


CASSELL AND COMPANY, ranging 


a ee) 


CASSELL & COMPANY, LIMITED, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON, ' 
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Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


PIKE FISH 





FLY-FISHING FOR GRAYLING 


La Pal TD OF 
EXHIBITING. 
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FIRST TIME 


SEASON. 





Seeing that in the rush and the pressure of Spring and Mid-Summer business we are, increasingly of late, unable to make the 
needful attempt to cater for those who have not, as yet, had the opportunity of personally using our Refined Angling Requisites ;—as our 
pioneer projects have been thus paralysed by the army of anglers who habitually draw supplies of improved requisites from us, we take the 
opportunity, offered by the first lull in the season, to attempt to reach such devotees of the rod as have not hitherto, perhaps, 
Experienced the Pleasure and Profit of using a Genuine Steeled Rod, a Climax (Refined) 

Undrawn Cast, a Perfect Floating Grayling Fly, or a Gossamer Gimp Pike Flight, 


with full assurance that present sacrifice will inevitably lead to future profit, we will, from date herewith, for the next 





TWENTY-OF 





DAYS ONLY, 


subject to the conditions under-mentioned, DEDUCT 20 PER CENT. (ic., 4s. in the £1) off our List Prices. 


THIS APPLIES TO BOTH WHOLESALE AND RETAIL LISTS. 


These, the Largest Catalogues of Fishing Specialities in print, free, per book post. 


Trade List to the Trade only. 


NOTE.—The Deduction is allowed on Orders UNDER £5 IN VALUE ONLY. 


Carriage and Postage are extra. 





The Acme Lines are not included in the above quotation. 





D. & W. HH. FOSTER, Manufacturers, ASHBOURNE. 





The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


REDPATH & Co. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TAGKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON -TWEHED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 








Specialities. Best Goods, 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND GAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 


FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
THR 


business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported, 











COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d.,and at 38s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour ; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient vurieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TERA. 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER aud CO, 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, E.C. Branch 
Bed apa eine B enopesate street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westt rne- 2, W.; 834, Hie 

Ces Holborn, W.C., London, » Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 


COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 





J. BERNARD AND SON, 
9, GHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


~ALEDONIAN HOWE 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 o0’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8,80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 
day, ls. 6d. 

ae large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken, 











ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, Is. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


E.C, 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


cre 





‘IMPROVED SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 38511. 


FARLOW'S NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX, 


egd. No, 44533. 


FARLOW’S IMPROVED (FOLDING HANDLE AND NET, 
ery Light. 
NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE NOW READY, GRATIS. 
Telephone No, 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish, Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined.”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping, 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art, 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &c. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 











40 7 Putney. 
45 _ Hammersmith, 
50 Barnes, 
sai) ie , Kew. 
75 * Richmond, 
80 rp Twickenham, 


85 Ah Teddington, 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon 
Saturday, October 16 we wee 3.33 mee Bee 3.50 
Sunday, rH 17 me ates 4.6 ves aac 4,23 
Monday, " 18 ee tue 4.41 nee ae 4.59 
Tuesday, rf 19 Hoe Pr 5.19 mre ae 5.43 
Wednesday, - 20 oh ace 6.8 set ase 6.36 
Thursday, Se ait rant) ae Te! cole Beas 7.44 
Friday, A 22 Abe 8,24 ass ane 9.10 


82 River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Kei ler af ihe Tisuine CAGETIET TS ani ia, Teliorlans Vendome 
blisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Ketter-lane, London, an | 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

There has been some good rain fallen into the river, which must, to a certain 
degree, improve the character of sport and put the water in better condition, There 
can be no doubt a great deal more, amounting to a flood, is what the river requires, 
The reports this week, with the exception of the tideway, are somewhat brief ; but 
the fishermen above the locks express themselves grateful for the rain they have 
had, and anticipated much better results from it. There has not been a great deal 
done in private waters, and, as a rule, many anglers do not care to commence jack- 
fishing before this month, 

ANGLING RESULTS, 

RIcHMOND.—F, Brown, in six days, 511b. of roach and dace ; Christopher Brown, 
during the week, a good quantity of barbel, roach, and dace, the largest barbel 
weighing 8lb. 20z.; George Platt, in three half-days, twenty-two dozen of roach and 
dace, and seven barbel ; Henry Mansell, in six days, 80lb. of roach and dace ; Job 
Brain, during the week, has had some satisfactory takes. Job Brain, jun., in four 
days, 30lb. of roach and dace ; Henry Howard, in seven days, thirty dozen ; and Mr. 
C. Smart, in one day, 12lb. weight. 

TWICKENHAM.—H. Spiers, in one day, 26lb. of roach and dace, and a couple of 
barbel, and in two other days, 3llb.; Richard Moffatt, in three and a half days, 
twelve dozen of roach and dace, anda perch of 1lb.; Edward Finch, in five days, 
forty dozen and sixteen bream ; Samuel Cole, in four days, 501b. and three bream ; 
Pert Hammerton, in six days, thirty dozen, one barbel and one bream ; Richard 
Coxen, in three days, twenty dozen and one barbel; J. Dobbin, in three days, 
twenty-two dozen ; George Coxen, in three days, twenty dozen ; John Spong, in five 
days, 471b. ; C. Hennessey, in three and a half days, eighteen dozen; Mr. George 
Kimber, in one day, with Samuel Mesley, one hundred and sixty roach, 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in four days, twelve bream, six roach, and four- 
teen dozen of dace. Benjamin Stevens, in one day at the weir, 48lb. weight of 
bream. Charles Baldwin, in six days, twenty dozen of gudgeon, nine perch, five 
bream, and ten dozen of dace. Mr. Kendall, a jack of 5lb. Amongst the gudgeon 
taken at Teddington, one weighed 4oz.; there is now a start of water, and it has 
risen 6in. in the day. 

KinGston.—John Johnson, jun., does not give much account of the fishing this 
week, He says : “John Johnson, jun., has been getting a few barbel, his best day 
being seven fish ; a private boat got. five with a couple of rods. Gudgeon are not 
quite so plentiful, the takes having gone down to ten and twelve dozen in the day. 
There has not been much done from the banks.” 

HAmMpTon Court.—William Milbourne writes: “Thomas Milbourne, in three 
days, fourteen barbel, the largest 6}lb., and fifteen perch. Myself, in one day, 
seven barbel and three chub, the largest barbel 5lb. John Smith, in one day, a 
brace of jack. This is all that has been done; but I think after this heavy rain 
the water will be well coloured, and we shall have some better sport.” 

SUNBURY.—Thomas Stroud, in three days, twelve barbel, three jack, and ten 
dozen of gudgeon, Alfred Stroud, in two days, six barbel and seven chub. John 
Stroud, in four days, eighteen barbel, twelve bream, and one brace of jack. Thomas 
Stroud, jun., in three days, fourteen barbel and six chub. Mr. Morgan, one day, 
in the hour eight barbel ; and another day, in half the time, a similar quantity. 

WALTON.—H. Searle, in two hours, eight dozen of gudgeon and one brace of perch. 
Mr, Alderson, in half a day, with R. Watford, four barbel and one bream. Mr. Luker, 
with A. Lavey, in half a day, a similar result. 

SHEPPERTON.—W. House, in one day, three brace of perch and four dozen of 
roach and dace. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, in one day, four dozen of roach and dace and one 
jack, 

DocKETT Point.—James Haslett, in one day, two barbel, three bream, and two 
chub. 

STAINES.—Charles Hone, in two days, four jack. George Osman, in the same time, 
three jack, two perch, one bream, and eight dozen of roach and dace. 





UPPER THAMES. 


The heavy downpour of rain with which the Thames Valley has recently been 
treated has improved much the angling condition of the river, but hardly to the ex- 
tent that might have been anticipated. The anglers’ béte noir, the weed, are still 
hanging on to life most tenaciously ; but a few frosty nights will administer to 
them acoup de grace, which happy despatch will be fully appreciated by piscators 
for the remainder of the present season. Chub are feeding well, and roach-fishing 
is much improving, and there can be little doubt that the Thames at the present 
moment is swarming with these fish—a fact doubtless brought about by the con- 
tinued absence of floods at spawning time, and also through the careful supervision 
of the chain of angling associations, in which I believe there is not a missing link 
between Staines and Maple Durham. Thursday Evening.—Just interviewed the 
river, and found it in good-looking trim, with fair stream going, but not quite so 
much colour as the rain might have imparted. Weather gloriously fine with breeze 
from the west. Late reports all speak well of the sport obtained, and of the certain 
chance of better—MARLOw Buzz. 


Thames (Eynsham). 

Our fishing prospects have very much improved the last two weeks. Showers of 
rain have freshened the different streams, and very good sport has been had. Mr. 
Bonvoisin has been out each day the last week, and been very successful among the 
perch, roach, and dace with lob-worms. Mr. Huggett caught two nice jack in the 
Thames yesterday (Wednesday), but I did not hear the weight of them. The water 
is now slightly coloured, and in capital order for all-round fishing —W. B. Howe. 


Thames (Goring). 

I have been out three days since last report: three dozen of roach and two dozen 
oe perch, and a few jack and a few good chub, Thursday, water better.—JOHN 

USH, 

Thames (Reading). 

Some three weeks since a gentleman fishing informed me that owing to the last 
and present season having been so very dry, the rivers had not been anything up even 
to the usual summer level, and in many places where he had been with the intention 
of fishing there was not sufficient water for the cattle, and if in case the October 
rains of the present year were not tantamount to some good floods, next year would 
find many rivers as bare of water as an ordinary turnpike road. Thank goodness 
October has arrived, and withit the rain in copious quantities, rain often and heavy, 
but no floods to speak of, whatever we may see ere the month has expired. The 
river is in good trim as yet, rising, of course, also a little discoloured. Pike are on 
the move, several having been taken on their way when changing residences. Chub 
are more scattered, but several have been taken, along with some good perch and 
roach. I have heard of a good-sized bream having been itaken, but did not see it. 
I hope all those anglers who are successful in taking bream wl make their notes 
on the same, but return them to the Thames again for another season at least, as 
encouragement to the T.A.P. Society, who placed them in this part of the river,— 
FRANK GOSDEN, 

Thames (Windsor). 

Though a great quantity of rain has fallen in the Thames Valley recently the 
river still remains very clear, showing what an immense amount of moisture the 
land required, A good downpour now would undoubtedly have the desired 
effect, when barbel would be had in quantity with worms. Fair sport has been had 
among them by the few who have tried ; Mr. Barwell, of the Friendly Anglers, on 
the 8th inst., getting, with Richard Gray, 16lb., all but one fish taken with worms. 
thus proving to my mind greaves are not worth trying now. Mr. Brewer, also of 
the “Friendlies,” on the 10th inst., with Richard Gray, had a handsome quartet 
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going 18lb.—largest 6lb. Mr. Carpenter, of Windsor, bank fishing during the week, 
has had fourteen—largest, 34lb. Jack are as yet little sought for. I have only 
weighed one, a good-conditioned fish of 331b., taken by Mr. Pike, of Windsor, 
Gudgeon still come to the rake, but are taken mostly in shallow water. The best 
bag among these has been one of seventeen dozen in an afternoon by Messrs, G, 
Wells and Barrett, out with Hoare, of Datchet, on the 11th inst. Roach are very 
shy, but some good ones are had with paste on very fine tackle. I have no record 
of perch or chub this week, though ‘the latter, I feel certain, are well worth trying 
along the boughs with float tackle and cheese, Mr. H. Manning, of Windsor, who 
has started his winter campaign, had a very fine eel on the 9th inst. just over 41b._— 
B, R. BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 


Sport continues pretty fair for the time of the year. The water isa little dis- 
coloured owing to recent rains ; but this has not much affected the general fishing, 
though the pike do not run so well; in fact, I have hardly ever been able to catch 
any in the Ancholme when dirty ; but I have had as many as five in an hour when 


clear.—THOMAS Forp. 
Bure (Wroxham). 

Good sport with jack has been had here. Host Whittaker tells me that good 
luck has attended the efforts of those who have tried the spoon, and that several 
anglers have had very good sport. I might, perhaps, be allowed to mention that a 
small Broad was“ tried ” or “ fished ” the other day, and 80 pike were taken. Verbum 
sap. !—R, Moun. 

Berwick-on-Tweed. 

We are now having a fresh in the Tweed. The Whitadder, though full and dirty, 
is not flooded. On this river to-day (Wednesday) I hear of some sportsmen who 
have got from eight to nine stone of trout with the “big hook ”—i.e., by dragging 
it through the pools in which they knew the fish to be lying. Many of these 
customers are the same who are crying out against the Tweed Acts. It is a pity 
there is no way to stop such pot-hunting work. There has beenan extensive seizure 
of illegal salmon nets off this coast. The Tweed Acts prohibit the possesssion of 
such, or, in fact, any salmon-nets within some miles of their jurisdiction by un- 
authorised persons. Furthermore, these coast fishings are leased, and so become 
private property ; besides which, it is close time, so that the owners of these nets 
haye not got a leg to stand on. Fishermen are not easily to be persuaded that while 
there are fish in the sea to catch they must not catch them, and so will run great 
risks of penalties. If there were no receivers there would be no poachers; but the 
local fishmongers and private customers find them a market. There are no licenses 
granted to the coast fishers to fish with the hang-net, as on the South Northumber- 
land coast, which is to be regretted, as the granting of these licenses by the Tweed 
Commission would destroy all excuse for illegality. Perhaps this is saying too 
much, for people always can find excuses for doubtful practices when they are 
concerned,—J. 5, HIuLs. 

Chichester. 


The weather the past week has been very treacherous, and but few anglers have 
ventured far away. The Canal, Chichester, is in excellent trim, yet nothing in the 
bream or roach way has been taken worth recording, A few moderate-sized pike 
have been landed, and some good eels. Mr. Stilwell, on Tuesday, took a small pike 
and an eel at the basin, where pike-fishers do now abound, or, I should say, rods and 
floats ; as some of the all-day and every-day sportsmen are using three or four rods 
each, and it is a difficult matter for a legitimate angler to find room for aline. Bass 
seem to have departed from our harbour; a few small fish only have been taken, 
The Rother at Selham is now in good order; some excellent roach and dace have been 
taken. Irom the Ouse I hear of a few good pike, one taken by Mr. Johnson with 
dead gorge scaling 84lb. The weather this day (Thursday) is finer and cooler. Pike 
should soon feed freely. At Lee Farm Fisheries, Pulborough, Capt. G. R. Wykeham 
Archer has had good sport among the perch, three fish scaling close upon 8lb.— 
GEORGE F. SALTER, 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

The above streams have been flushed and discoloured for the last few days, and 
but little has been done with the fly in consequence. The worm and spinning bait 
have been used with success; but as (bar pike on the lower part of the Dove) little 
but trout has been taken, sport has been disappointing. Before the late rains gray- 
ling afforded fair sport below Norbury. A dish of nine brace was taken on Saturday 
last, by J. A. Hutton (of Victoria Park, Manchester), from Mr. Gibbs’s private 
length below Rocester, the fish being bagged between 12.30 and 4 o’clock, the killing 
flies being the Honey Dun Bumble and the Red Tag. A dish of six and a half 
brace was taken from a length bordering on the above last Tuesday week, by Mr. W. 
B. Garniss, who found the Winter Dun (with gold body), dressed on the new invisible 
double hooks, to be the killing fly, Mr. Garniss reports that almost every fish was 
hooked in both top and bottom jaw, and that the process of unhooking :appeared to 
be a much more formidable affair than that of hooking into the fish. A fair-sized 
barbel, for the Dove, was landed last week from near Uttoxeter, by a gentleman 
visiting at Doveridge Hall. The weight was over 21b.—FostsR Bros., Ashbourne. 


Eden (Carlisle). 

On Friday, the 8th inst., the river was barely in fishing trim; but Mr. Walter 
Hough managed to coax a salmon out of the thinnest of the water at Crosby rocks. 
The odds were certainly against anyone killing a fish insuch a water ; but an Angel 
Minnow the size of a herring is not bad tosee ina very brown water. On Saturday 
Major Hinde killed a fine fish of 25lb, at Crosby; Simon Bell, one in the Warwick 
water ; and Mr, R. H. Horrocks one on the Doctor's Flat. Rain fell again on Sunday 
night, which stopped fishing on Monday, and on Tuesday we had two hours of heavy 
rain, and the river rose fast. but fell as quickly on Wednesday, the gauge at Carlisle 
Bridge showing a drop of 6ft. in twelve hours, so that by the end of the week 
anglers ought to getto work again. A correspondent in the FISHING GAZETTE the 
week before last asks how the American weed can best be got rid of in a reservoir. 
Let him puta few swans on the water, and in a few years the weed will disappear ; 
I believe this is about the only cure.—SILVER GREY. 


Esk (Whitby). 


At no period during the last half-dozen years has this river been known to be as 
well stocked with salmon and salmon-trout as it is this season. The heavy floods of 
a month ago enabled the fish to get up into the upper reaches of the river without 
any difficulty, and there has been abundant water ever since. During the past week 
the local anglers have been busy, and I hear of one haying landed in one day seven 
well-fed salmon-trout, the average weight of each turning the scale at 10lb. Cap- 
tain Dinsdale, Mr. Stewart, Mr, Rhodes, Mr. Robson (Glaisdale), and other gentlemen 
have done well.—J. J. J. 

~y Grantham. ‘ 

Mr. John Fillingham writes: “I know you will be glad to hear any fishing news 
{can pick up. On Monday lastI was fishing at Denton Reservoir, about three miles 
from Grantham, and took one pike of 4lb, 2oz.; one of 6lb. was also taken, and 
several smaller ones, a boy catching one in bream-fishing with a worm. A few days 
since a perch of 2lb. was taken in the same water. In the association water last 
Saturday there were some good takes of bream, the best take weighing about 14lb. 
I hear that several small pike have been taken out of the Canal during this week, the 
largest I have heard of being about 41b.” Ihave secured some correspondents in 
the neighbourhood, and hope occasionally to send some interesting accounts of 
fishing.—B, 

‘ ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing has been very slack this week, owing to the weather being so stormy 
that the boats have not been able to get ont of harbour. They anticipate some 
goon catches when the weather moderates, Wind W,S.W., with heavy sea.—E., 

ER, ; 


Lake District. , 

The past week has been one of heavy rains and continued freshes, There are 
enormous quantities of salmon and sea-fish in the rivers, and these are running 
harder than they have done this season. A few good salmon have got up the Kent 
as far as Akrigg End, above the town of Kendal; but except in high waters the old 
weirs prove almost impassable. Trout are now very generally on the spawning 
beds, and the redds seem to contain a good number of fish. Owing to the heavy 
waters alluded to there is not much doing with rod and line. Messrs. Whitehead, 
Grayson, Bigland, and McGowan have each had fair takes of morts and sprods, mostly 
the latter. There is really nothing doing among coarse fish, although some good 
pike have been taken. Last night the Kent watcher made a capture of two men 
taking trout from the spawning-beds.—HPHEMERA, 

Leicester, 

The favourable weather that we are being indulged with continues to attract a 
considerable number of anglers to the waters in this locality. This has had a most 
beneficial effect, and sport all round has been well up to theaverage. In the local 
society’s preserves, the river Soar and canal at Leicester, and the back waters at 
Aylestone have been well fished this week, and results were of a satisfactory kind. 
The most attention has been devoted to pike, perch, and chub, a number of good 
ones of the former species being landed from the canal averaging from 4 to 6lb. ; 
perch and chub also came well to hand from the Aylestone backwaters. Several 
brace of chub were obtained from the Parting Pool, which is a favourite haunt, and 
a sure find for large chub. Perch have fed all along the water., Minnows and small 
red worms have formed the most attractive bait. The district waters have been but 
moderately attended ; results have been, however, very good. At Narborough and 
the Wreak chub and pike fishing haye had the greatest number of votaries. The 
weather to-day (Thursday) has been cold, but fine and bright ALERT.’ 

Lea (Tottenham). 

Since my last report some good dace have been taken with the fly by Messrs. 
Hassam and Bennett, the last named getting three dozen and five one day, and on 
another day two dozen and seven. A few jack have been taken by Messrs. Hazle- 
wood and Dodd—none over 4lb, With arun of fresh water from the late rains, 
there should be a decided improvement in angling results.—HACKLES RED. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 
These streams have now risen and are coloured. There have been but few anglers 


out on the banks. Grasshopper and worm fishing has been the most successful. The’ 


Pinsley has risen, and is coloured.—GWYNNE. 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is coloured nicely now with the rains that we have had these last few 
days, and there have been some nice roach taken, and a few perch. On the 10th 
inst., Mr. Richardson took a nice jack out of the Forty Guinea water, which weighed 
11lb,, and there are plenty more in the same watér.—W. COWELL. 


Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The past week has been fairly good for anglers, as the Derwent has been running 
high and with plenty of colour. Some good catches have been made by bottom 
fishermen below Derby, chiefly of roach and chub. Many anglers are now devoting 
their attention to pike-fishing, and some good fish have been taken, both from the 
Canal and Derwent. The Darley (near Derby), Duffield, and Belper waters have not 
produced much sport. At Ambergate a fair amount of sport has been met with. On 
Saturday last some fine roach were hooked, and several good-sized grayling were taken 
withthe maggot. Theriver here has been too thick for successful fly-fishing. The 
Derwent in this district is well-stocked with grayling, and the samples taken prove 
them to be in excellent condition. Mr. Walter Glossop, of Ambergate, caught 33 
brace of fine grayling on Saturday ; this gentleman and Mr. Musgrave, of Fritchley 
have hada most successful season, having taken more fish than any six fishermen who 
have whipped the Ambergate and Whatstandwell length. They both use their own- 
made flies, which have proved deadly amongst the trout and grayling.—G, ROBERTS 
Brown. 

Medway (Tunbridge). 

‘The river is full at last, but the water is so thick that angling will be out of the 
question till it fines down, and then there should be plenty of sport. We have this 
week had a nice addition to our stock. Viscount Hardinge, of South Park, Pens- 
hurst, drew his lake, when it was found that there were a large quantity of pike. 
His lordship kindly presented the Preservation Society with forty brace—some of 
them weighing about 4lb.—as well as a quantity of roach. These were safely 
removed to Tunbridge by road and deposited in the river above the town, where 
no doubt they will do well YE MEDWAY WATER RAT. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 
ie | 

The recent rains have improved the water the last few days, and some nice jack 
have been taken, more by spinning than live bait, and there isa better prospect 
than there has been for sometime. I omitted the catch of bream in my last report. 
Mr. T. Sarel took seven, from two to three-pounders on the 4th, fishing in the 
evening after sunset. Subscriptions are required for fishing.—H. Rout. 

Reservoir (Elstree). 

Water in very good condition for all kinds of fishing. Some of the anglers have 
had some good takes of jack, roach, and perch. Mr. Cooper five jack in one day, 
weighing 8lb. 30z.—two at 5lb, each and two at 3lb. each—on the 8th. inst ; Mr. 
Kentish, of Kentish Town, four jack—the largest weighing 10lb., one at 5lb., and 
two about 3lb. each—and there has been some good sport with the perch and roach 
these last 10 days, and all kinds of fish are in good condition —G. CHESHER. 

Severn (Gloucester). 

Owing to the heavy falls of rain during the past week anglers have had no chance 
of getting to the water-side. To-day (Thursday) the weather changed for the 
better. Several who have been out trying for pike have just returned without having 


arun,—SINGLE HAIR. 
Taw (North Devon). 

The rivers are very full, salmon very plentiful, although the net men have not 
finished using their nets ; I have heard many hundredweight of salmon are poached 
and sent away every week. One man was openly detected this week with fish ; and 
I have repeatedly seen fish under a coat or wrapped up in a Macintosh coat, Last 
week a miller turned out his mill leate, and I am told a man was offering trout for 
sale, and had 301b. in his basket. Is it not illegal to turn out a mill stream and 
destroy trout after Oct. 1st? I have heard in the past week of many large salmon. 
Mr. Edwards, one, 191b.; Major Green, one 161b, ; and Mr. Haddon, one 291b. ; other 
gentlemen, who do not like their names mentioned, ranging from 101b. to 201b. ; all 
fish are taken with the Devon heavy minnow, Next week, should the rain cease, a 
great number of fish will be taken,—RUsTyY GAME. 

Tees (Croft). . 

Very few salmon have been caught here considering the way the river is stocked 
and the favourable condition of the water. There have been many good fishing 
waters, but almost every other day a flood has come down, and this has kept the fish 
continually on the swim. On the 8th inst. Mr. B. Chaytor landed a nice fish of 81b., 
and on the 9th he had one of 51b.; also on the 9th, Mr. 8S. Bryant one 25lb., Mr. S. 
Hann one 431b., Mr. R. Simpson one 10lb., Mr. R. Brown one 4lb., Mr. Webster four 
fish, On the 12th, Mr. W. H. Pluse caught a small fish of 2lb. Heavy flood on the 
13th, and on the 14th I only hear of Mr. 8. Bryant getting one of 51b. In the upper 
reaches of the river as many as 19 fish have been caught by one rod in a day—whether 
fairly hooked or not I am not in a position to say.—G. J. §. 

Turridge (Torrington). 

River has a great flood again this morning, so there will be-no lack of water or 
fish for the remainder of this fishing season. Since I last wrote to you, nineteen 
peal have been taken, the largest fish 4lb. Weather fine at present, About one 
month left for the fishing,—PRACTICAL ANGLER, ; 


. 


——— ce 


C—O ee —————— “© 


Oor. 16, 1886. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


227 


ee ee et on a sarce shansensiciimemicieeeriisieeaiananieeniementenieecaeiansletetaesiaicieencdineineenaeniienniend aniainadsdaiaiaaanadantademiammiemediommiarndimadsemeimmmmeinesmemimneetieatcae ies 





Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme in this part is coloured since the late falls of rain. Fly-fishing has 
been quiet. The maggot and worm have been the most successful baits used. Grass- 
hopper fishing has been quiet as yet, but good sport is anticipated in this part, as 
there are plenty of good-sized fish in this quarter, The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre have 
risen, and the water is coloured.—WORCESTER, 


Teme (Ludlow). 

The Teme and all its tributaries are coloured, and fishing has been very quiet. 
There have been less anglers out, owing to the change of the weather. The 
grayling are now taking the worm, which is the best bait at present. The Corve, 
Ony, Ledwych, and Clun are all coloured, Fishing in them has been dull, and few 


anglers out.—S. LUDLOW. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


There have scarcely been so many anglers out this week. The weather generally 
has been unfavourable, and on Monday heavy rain fell in the upper tributaries, and 
brought down with it a thickly-coloured water. On Tuesday, at Willington, the 
dace were well on the feed, and a couple of anglers from Derby caught with the 
maggot upwards of 20lb. of splendid fish. Roach and dace have been taken in fair 
numbers on the sand beds at Trent Lock ; and on Thursday several large bream were 


killed with the worm in the upper portion of the Barton Length, which can be fished 


on payment of a shilling per rod per day. The influx has caused the salmon to run 


upwards, and as soon as the colour of the water improves sport is anxiously looked 


forward to at Willington, King’s Mills, and Shardlow ; but the season is rapidly 
drawing toaclose. Most of the Nottingham angling clubs entered upon the winter 
term on the 9th inst THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


Rivers completely out of order for every description of angling. Weather very 
variable, with cold, sleety rain. Waterhen Bloa have been out very strong upon the 
water during the past week, but were of no service in the artificial form,—F. M. 
WALBRAN, 

Yore (Hawes). 

The water is in good trim for grayling-fishing. ‘“Sproats” had 2} brace on 
Saturday last, and 7 brace on Monday ; Mr. M. Willan had 14 brace the same day. 
The following flies will be found killers in the Yore, ‘‘Sproats” makes them 
splendidly :—Dark Iron Bloa, Honey Dun, Red Tag, Zulu, Mulberry Bumble, Olive 
Bloa, Peacock Blue, Olive Brown, Small Sand Fly, and Rusty Dun.—J, Corry. 


Yare (Norwich). 

Sport has been very indifferent on this stream. Here and there a good catch has 
been had, but no good fish. Any number on the mud flats quite close to the reeds ; 
but in deep water the tides, which have been very high, have very considerably 
affected the sport. I was angling at Buckenham Ferry yesterday, and all the up- 
tide we had hardly a bite, but soon after the tide began to ebb we commenced to 
catch good roach with one kernel of white wheat. The rains have, of course, put a 
partial stop to jack-fishing, because the water is now very thick, Prospects not 
good, RoBERT MOLL. 





SCOTCH NOTES 


ANNAN.—Large numbers of salmon are now in the Annan and its tributaries, 
and some fair sport is being got. During the past few days there have beenan un- 
usual number of casualties, the heavy fish in many instances being too strong for 
the angler’s tackle. The heaviest fish killed this season as yet was one of 25lb., 
caught in the Johnstone water. In the Kirkwood section of the river the Rey. J. D. 
McKinnon, of Dumfries, killeda salmon of 201b.:; Mr. Crombie, gamekeeper, Murray- 
thwaite, had one of 15lb.; and Mr. W. Richardson one of 13lb. Lower down in the 
Hoddam Castle water, Mr. Dalziel had a heavy fish, and Mr. Reid, gamekeeper, a 
couple.—GLEN-TARRAS. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—We are right in the middle of the salmon season, or that 
portion of the brief season when the angler is left in undisturbed possession of the 
rivers, save only for the poacher, who steals along the banks under cover of night 
with nets and murderous implements in his pockets. The salmon pools of the 
Nith, the Annan, and the Cairn are well tenanted, and anglers are catching fish of 
tremendous size. We have had a very heavy rainfall during the last few days, and 
the rivers have been so high and muddy that the fly has been dispensed with. 
The conditions to-day (Thursday) are more favourable. All our rivers are 
frequented by a large number of sportsmen who are having some grand runs, 
On Mount Annan water Mr. Mansfield killed two fine salmon; Mr. Graham 
and Mr. Mundell have been rewarded with a 14 and 16-pounder respectively at 
Hoddom, and in the extreme lower reaches of the Annan Mr. James Bonner killed a 
grand fish weighing 183lb., after a chase of twenty minutes. In the Kinnel, Mr, 
James Robson hooked a heavy fish, which, after an hour’s play, broke away. In 
mid-Annan, Mr. Cameron, Lockerbie, caught a fish of 21lb., and Mr. Gardiner, 
Lockerbie, one of 16lb. Both the Annan and the Nith close on the 31st October, 
Perhaps [ought to mention the gratifying fact, having strongly commented upon 
unfair “fishing” here, that the drag hooks have not been at work so regularly in 
the night-time during the past week, thanks to the action of the police, and the reso- 
lution of the executive of the Dumfries Angling Association. 

Esk (DUMFRIESSHIRE).—During the past few days the river has been in splendid 
order for fly-fishing, and some splendid takes have been made. There are large 
numbers of salmon in the river, and the fish are to be seen jumping in all directions 
in the lower reaches. The Esk has always been known as a river in which salmon 
were slow to rise, and lately this slowness has been so noticeable as to have caused 
considerable remark among the experienced. But for this the number of fish taken 
would have been much greater than it has been. In the Canonbie water, Mr. Scott, 
Holmfoot, had two salmon, weighing 22 and 18lb.; Mr. D. Reid, Langholm, two, 
24 and 19lb.; Mr. A. Irving, Rowanburn, one of 201b.; Mr. R. Steel, Rowanburn, 
one of 191b.; Mr. A. Jardine, Rowanburn, one of 20lb.; Mr. Davidson, two, 9 and 
741b.; and Mr. W. Armstrong, Rowanburn, two. In the Langholm water, Mr. 8. 
MeMillan had a fish of 1621b.; and Mr. G. Maxwell one of 183lb. Many other 
kills have been made, and the prospects for fly-fishing are good.—_GLEN-TARRAS. 

TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Since my last notes the elements, generally speaking, have 
been in a great measure in favour of the disciple of the gentle art, and he has most 
decidedly taken full advantage of the opportunity so far as was practicable. Salmon 
angling has, therefore, been vigorously prosecuted on all the waters, and the suc- 
cesses gained by the Waltonians have in full measure recompensed them for their 
labours. As stated in last notes, rain brought down both rivers, and fishing was 
only practicable on Saturday, and some fair takes have been got since then, and are 
as follows, which have not been previously reported :—On the Hendersyde water, 
Captain Bridges and Sir G. W. Griffiths got each a grilse on the 4th inst. On the 
5th inst., Mr. Denison had two on Bergham, 20 and 26lb. On the Ednam House 
water, Mr. Drummond, one of 11lb. On the Hendersyde water, Mr. Menzies, one, 
314lb., and one 12lb.; Captain Bridges, one of 24lb.; and Mr. Thorburn, 
Nenthorn House, a grilse. On the 9th inst., on the Ednam House 
upper water, Mr. C. J. Cunningham (of racing fame), Wooden House, had one 
of 16lb.; and on Drummond oneof 81b, On the Hendersyde water one fish was got 
by Mr. Parker, Sydenham House; on the Sprouston water Mr. Warrender had one 
salmon, On the 11th inst., on the Carham water, Mr. J. R. Hay-Gordon, Liverpool, 
and Mr, A. T. Parker, Liverpool, had splendid sport, killing sixteen fish, as follows : 
Mr. Gordon, eight, 20, 20, 20,19, 19, 16, 7, and 7lb.; Mr. Parker, eight, 20,19, 18, 18, 
18, 17,16, and 15lb, On the Rathen water, Mr. A, Kingdon, London, had one of 
2511b.; and Mr. A. O. Burton seven fish, 8, 14, 163, 17, 214, 23, and 25]b. 
On the Hendersyde water, Mr. Parker, Sydenham, had three, 26lb., 16lb., 
and a grilse; while Captain Bridges and Mr, Thorburn had each a. grilse, 





On the Ednam House lower water, Mr. Jackson killed four, 16, 164, 
16, and 19lb. On Floors Castle water, his Grace the Duke of Roxburghe 
killed twelve fish for the whole day ; while during the afternoon the Duchess of 
Roxburghe had nine salmon to her own rod, the heaviest of which were 25lb, and 
241b. On the Sprouston water three salmon were got. On this date Teviot also 
yielded well—Mr. W. B. Plummer, grocer, Kelso, killed two, 17 and 191b. ; Mr. R. 
Turnbull, Cemetery, one of 20lb.; Mr. Jas. Kerr, seedsman, one of 191b. ; and Mr. 
M‘Cutcheon, one of a smaller weight. October 12th was also a good sporting day, 
On the Carham water Mr. A. T. Parker had two, 16 and 20l]b. ; and Mr. J, R. Hay 
Gordon, five, weighing 20, 20, 16,16, and 7lb. On the Hendersyde water Mr. John 
Johnston, Bridge-street, Kelso, killed one of 171b. ; while Captain Bridges had two, 
On the Sprouston water two salmon were got; and on the Ednam, House 
home water Mr. Drummond had two, 16 and 18lb. On the Birgham 
water, Mr. Denison killed three, 23, 25, and 25lb. On the Floors Castle water, Sir 
William Hart-Dyke killed seven salmon on the upper water, and on the lower water, 
His Grace the Duke of Roxburghe had six. On the Teviot, Mr. Jas, Chisholm, 
taxidermist, Kelso, had a picture, weighing 31lb., while Mr. Robert Turnbull, The 
Cemetery, had two more on the same river previously ; Mr. G. Turnbull had one of 
8lb. ; Mr. William Lamb, engineer, Kelso, one of 201b.; and Mr, Thos. Hume, china 
merchant, one of 14lb. Tuesday’s fishing ended sport for the angler until to-day 
(Thursday), the heavy rainfall of Tuesday,and during the evening, raising both rivers, 
and the Tweedometer at Kelso Bridge, at one time, registered 9ft. of flood water ;-but 
yet, in the evening, it had fallen to 2ft. above its normal level, and fishing.was 
expected to be again had to-day, but up to the time of sending off this report, 
anglers had not come in again to town. The weather to-day has been beautiful, 
and excellent sport is anticipated by the votaries of old Izaak, should only. the 
clerk of the weather shower kindly blessings on them, The following are the re- 
ports from other districts:—Pavilion Water (Melrose).—Monday (Oct. 4) Colonel 
Robert Henry one fish ; Col. Dene two—16 and 201b. Tuesday, Col. Robert Henry, 
one ; Colonel Dene, two, 19-and.20lb.; Major Blackwood, three. Thursday, Major 
Blackwood, two ; Col. Robert Henry, two. Friday, Major Blackwood, one. Saturday, 
Col. Dene, three, and Col. Robert Henry two. Dryburgh Water.—On Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday last week, Sir William M. Scott, Bart., of Ancrum, had 
four, three, and one salmon. The Right Hon. John Bright, M.P., and Sir James 
Brunlees, angled on the Littledean Water last week. The Whitadder,—Fishing in 
this river lately, Messrs. M‘Kenzie and Thomson, Leith, had a good take of common 
trout, their baskets averaging 8lb.; and the following day they had 10lb. each,in- 
cluding three sea-trout of 4, 3}, and 2{1b.—M AX WHEEL, Kelso. 


Upny Arms FISHERY, NEWBURGH, ABERDEENSHIRE.—During the past week 
most of the anglers, notwithstanding that the weather was very unsatisfactory, got, 
although below the average, fair baskets. A beautiful salmon, weighing 21lb., was 
killed with the Devonshire, by John Moysey, Esq., Leytonstone, Essex, The following 
gentlemen also fished the Hotel water during the week :—Rev. Mr. Minto, Tyvil; 
Messrs. John Mitchell and Robert Sherriff, Aberdeen; W. Ord, B.D., London; 
BE. J.C. Tyler, London; Dr. Tayler, London; and J. Russell, Dunnotter—JoHN 
RitcHiL£, Proprietor. 





IRISH NOTES. 


Suir AND ITS TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—Owing to the flooded state of the 
river the fishing during the past fortnight was confined principally to the tributaries. 
Even the worm—which seldom fails in heavy waters—seemed to have lost its 
charms; for. from some reason or other, not a fish would look at it,and anglers (not 
a few) who tried their luck, confident of success, invariably came home with empty 
baskets. The only really good day’s sport I have to record was last Friday when at 
Newcastle, Major Dixon 18th (Royal Irish) Regiment, succeeded in landing four 
salmon with the fly—strange to relate with the same fly, a large Olive (sprims 
pattern) ; he killed three average-sized trout, although two other gentlemen fishing 
with ordinary trout flies and tackle on the same water could not get a single one. sWeé 
had excellent trout-fishing on the tributaries—Anner, Nire, Clodiagh, Lingann} &c; 
—where, if they were small, they took the fly freely, and ‘fought as well as bigger 
ones to the last—baskets of from two to three dozen were had daily. Iam glad,to 
see that our old friend ‘* Barney” has begun his annual campaign against his old 
enemy the pike ; he has been on the warpath twice already, and succeeded in ridding 
the Anner trout of three of their most deadly enemies—16l1b., 91b., and 71b.. The fly 
he used was his old fayourite—the Yellow Croaker.—RICHD. BRADFORD. 





CHAMPION ANGLING CLUB (NORWICH). 


The annual dinner was held on Wednesday, the 6th inst. at itheir club-house, the 
Champion Inn. ‘The room presented a very tasteful appearance, being decorated 
with many specimens of preserved fish of all sorts, and also adorned with floral dis- 
play worthy of the reputation of Norwich asa city ina garden. Host Edwards 
deserved the greatest credit for the excellent repast he placed before the members, ;as 
well as for the all-round pains he took to make the annual dinner a thorough 
success. Mr. J.J. Rice, president, occupied the chair, and Mr. J. J. Hunt, vice- 
president, the vice-chair. There were also present Messrs. G. G. Whincop, Lapthorn, 
Sidell, Stratford, Stannard, Clark, Hook, Bagshaw, Boughen, R. Moll, Waddington, 
Goreham, Berry, Watson, Edwards, and others. The usual loyal and patriotic toasts 
were given and responded to in a very cordial manner, and then Mr. Moll proposed 
success to the “‘ Champion Angling Club,” which had, he believed, caught more weight 
in their match this year than any other club, and therefore were entitled, in a double 
sense, to the title of champion club. He coupled the name of one of the best fisherman 
in Norfolk with the toast—viz., Mr. G. G. Whincop, the founder of the club, Mr 
G. G. Whincop, in a few nicely chosen terms, responded, and trusted the club would 
continue to flourish. Other toasts, interspersed with songs, made up a very enjoy- 
able and successful gathering. ‘ The Chair,” “the Vice-chair,” kindred societies, 
“the Committee,’ “the Host,” “the Press,” and ‘the ladies,’ afforded ample 
opportunity to members all round to show their ability as orators. The singing of 
Messrs. Bagshaw, Watson, Stannard, Berry,Moll, and recitations by Mr. G. G. Whincop 
and Mr. Waddington, assisted greatly to enhance the pleasure of the evening.—R. M, 
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WHITE MOHAIR WANTED. 


Srr,—Can you tell me where I can procure any long white mohair? I want it-to 
dye. There are three or four tints I use in dressing salmon flies which I find I can 
only get accurately by dyeing feathers, &c., myself. An answer through your paper 
will oblige.—I am, &c., PAT... 
[If any firm supplies white mohair, we hope they will reply to this.—ED.] 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemean 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen. 
Grders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) ! th 


HOLLOWAY’S PILUS.—Weary of Life.—Derangement of the liver is one of the most efficien' 
causes of dangerous diseases, and the most prolific source of those melancholy forebodings which are, 
worse than death itself. A few duses of these noted Pills act magically in dispelliug low spirits and 
repelling the covert attacks made on the nerves by excessive heat, impure atmosphere, over-indul- 
gence, or exhausting excitement. The most shattered constitution may derive b nefit from Holloway's 
Pills, which will regulate disordered action, brace the nerves, increase the energy of the intellecoual 
faculties, and revive the failing memory. By attentively studying the instructions for taking these 
Pills, and explicitly putting them in practice, the most desponding will soon feel confident of a perfect” 
recovery, 
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GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


Tue annual dinner of the members of this, the oldest angling club in Yarmouth, 
took place at the Royal Aquarium on Thursday evening, October 6th, under the 
presidency of Captain Blake, with Mr. C. K. Lamb and Mr. W. Crowther in the 
vice-chairs. There were also present Messrs. W. H. Brougham (T.A.P.S), 
Jex Blake (Swanton), J. J. Hunt (Norwich), J. E. Gunn (Norwich), J. 8. 
Thirtle (hon. sec.), J. E. Pretty (chairman), W. Durrant, B. A. Balls, C. Neab, 
W. Harwood, R. Pratt, W. Fullerton, W. Johnson, A. Kent, C. H. Harrison, 
R. Goodwin, H. R. Atkins, &c. A very excellent dinner was served up under 
the personal superintendence of Mr. Nightingale, and gave every satisfaction. 
Letters regretting their absence were read from Messrs. Thomas Spreckley, 
R. B. Marston, Philip Geen, and E. W. Worledge (Deputy Mayor). The first 
toast was “ The Queen and the Rest of the Royal Family,” given by the chairman, 
who remarked there were no more loyal subjects than the anglers, and the toast 
was most loyally responded to. Mr. J. J. Hunt (Vice-President of the Champion 
Angling Club, Norwich), gave “ Kindred Societies,” and in doing so said it was 
a toast of significant importance as expressive of one society not forgetting 
another, and promoting good fellowship and free masonry amongst them which, he 
was sure, was not wanting by the members of that society. After some remarks in 
reference to the preservation of the Bure, he concluded a practical speech by 
uniting with the toast the name of Mr. T. E. Gunn, one of the oldest members 
of a Norwich club, and would venture to suggest that an invitation should be 
given to him to visit them at one of their weekly meetings, to read them a 
paper on piscatorial matters, for which he was eminently qualified. Mr. Gunn, 
in his reply, referred to the success of the Norwich Fisheries Exhibition, which 
was originated through the Yare Preservation Society, and from which the anglers 
derived much good. It was arule in his club that all the members should be 
supporters of the Preservation Society, and, after other practical remarks, ex- 
pressed the pleasure it would afford him to come and read them a paper on 
“ Freshwater Fish.” The Chairman, in giving “‘ Success to the Great Yarmouth 
Piscatorial Society,” observed it required no remarks from him to give ita hearty 
reception—it was the oldest and best club in Yarmouth, and its position was 
yearly increasing in value. Mr. C.K. Lamb (treasurer) replied, and congratu- 
lated the members on its financial success—after paying the money prizes, and 
contributing £1 1s. to the Bure Preservation, there was a balance of over £10 in 
hand ; but he would still urge all those who had not yet joined the society to be- 
come members of it, and thereby make it a club of even greater importance. 
The Chairman proposed ‘The Visitors,” coupling with it the namesof Mr. W. 
H. Brougham and Mr. Jex Blake, thanking them very heartily for their pre- 
sence that evening. Mr. W. H. Brougham expressed the pleasure it afforded 
him, as connected with the oldest Preservation Society, to come amongst 
them again, and, in the course of some practical remarks on river preserva- 
tion, urged the desirability of a general law regulating the sizes of fish to 
be retained, giving proof of its value on the Thames, and also of a general close 
season which he so strongly advocated last year, with, he was delighted to say, 
good results. If these were carried out in the broads and rivers of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, nothing would do more to maintain their integrity and value. After 
condemning the unsportsmanlike system of trailing, so largely practised on the 
Bure, and which anglers on the Thames were now ashamed at being seen 
doing, he wished them every success in the welfare and prosperity of their 
society. The remarks of Mr. Brougham promoted some discussion on river 
preservation, in which Mr. Lamb, Mr. Hunt, and others took part; but all 
appeared favourable to have their broads and river under legislation, with a 
close season and a standard size of fish. Mr. Jex Blake, replying to the toast, 
said he was not much of an angler, but, with a desire to improve—he had a 
great belief in angling societies, and he hoped the one in Yarmouth would go on 
prospering and to prosper—he heartily wished them every success. Mr. W. 
Crowther, whose name is well known in connection with the Heigham Sounds 
prosecution, gave the toast of ‘ Absent Friends,” and warmly recognised the 
support he obtained from the London angling clubs in the legal action that 
was taken—though not successfully—to vindicate the rights of the anglers. 
Mr. W. Johnson briefly replied. Mr. W. H. Brougham, in proposing “ The Health 
of Mr. Nightingale,’ as the caterer of the evening, observed that as he had 
been humorously designated in the FisHinc GazETTE as “the hero of five 
hundred dinners,” she was well qualified in asserting that he would not wish 
to sit down to a better dinner than the one he had so well enjoyed that even- 
ing. Mr. Nightingale, after being thanked by the chairman for the excellence 
of the dinner, assured those present that if he had to do it again he would, 
if possible, try to please them better. The healths of “The President,” Mr. 
J. E. Pretty, as Chairman of the Society ; Mr. J.S. Thirtle, as secretary ; and 
“The Press,” satisfactorily closed the list of toasts, and the enjoyment of a 
very pleasant evening, Mr. Kent, Mr. Halliday, and others contributing 
to its harmony, and finishing up, at the Chairman’s request, with “Auld Lang 
Syne,” all joining hand in hand. It is satisfactory to find the Great Yar- 
mouth Piscatorial Society in so great a state of success, and with every 
determination of the members to make it still greater. B. 





GRAYLING-FISHING, &c., AT TENBURY. 


(A CORRESPONDENT, in whose statements we have perfect confidence, sends us 
the following useful notes.—ED.) 


It may interest some of your readers to know where some really fine grayling- 
fishing can be procured. During the last week of September two friends and 
myself stayed at Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire. We fished the river Teme 
four days, and although the water was exceptionally low, we did very well. 
Two of us waded, our friend catching only an occasional fish where the banks 
permitted a cast. Our first day resulted in a 14lb. basket of trout and grayling, 
the fish averaging about 10 or 120z. Our second day yielded fourteen fish, 
sealing 11lb. On the third and fourth days we caught 9b. and 8lb. respectively, 
including four or five chub. Fishing with very small flies an@ light tackle, we 
missed a very considerable number of fish, some very good ones ; the Red Tag 
and Blue Dun were most taken. The fishing referred to is free to visitors 
staying at the Swan Hotel. The landlord is a thorough sportsman, and is never 
short of a day’s sport of some kind for a guest, either in fishing, shooting, or 
hunting. 

Our visit to this picturesque little town was made all the more interesting by 
the many objects of interest in the district, within easy walking or driving 
distance, a description of which would take up too much space for this letter. 
Our evenings at the Swan were merry, there being two noted harpists in the 
hotel, members of the celebrated Roberts family, of Macliynlleth. The tariff 
was very reasonable, and the attention to our comforts all we could desire. 

Trusting the above information may be of service to some of your numerous 
readers who may be in search of a week or two’s enjoyable pastime,—I am, &c., 

PISCATOR. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


THE STATUE TO WALTON IN WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL. 


Srr,—We are pleased, as members of the Portsmouth Waltonian Angling Society, 
that our member, Mr. H. T. Jenkins, should make the first move in the matter rela- 
tive to placing a statue of Izaak Waiton in Winchester Cathedral. 

At our last meeting of the club the subject was discussed, and it wasresolved that, 
“the Portsmouth Waltonians would do their best to promote the success of the 
scheme to commemorate for all time our dear ‘Old Father’ and instructor in the 
gentle craft.”—I am, Xc., 

Portsmouth Waltonian Angling Society. JAS. Somers Dyer, Chairman, 


THE SIXTH “FISHING, GAZETTE” ANGLERS’ TOURNAMENT AT 
TWICKENHAM. 


Srr,—Will you kindly allow me to acknowledge, through your columns, the 
receipt of a further cheque for £3 13s. 6d., making a total of £18 13s. 6d., as the 
moiety of profit arising out of the late Tournament promoted by the Richmond 
Piscatorial Society for the benefit of the Thames Angling Preservation Society and 
the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and to express the thanks of the committee for 
this very satisfactory result, My absence from home at the middle of last week 
prevented my doing this earlier.—I am, &e., 

7, Ironmonger-lane, Oct. 11th, 





W. H. BrouGHAM, Secretary. 





THE PRIZE ESSAY FOR FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT, &c. 


Sir, — Owing to my own carelessness in correcting the “ proof” of the Prize 
Essay, printed in last “ F. G.,’ I found two mistakes, both towards the beginning 
of the paper. 

First, I say I generally use a gut casting-line “larger” than my rod by a foot 
or two ; “longer” is obviously the word I had written in the MS. ; and Messrs. 
“Hutchinson” and Son, not “ Hutchins,” are the hook-makers of Kendal. I 
thought I had corrected this in the proof. 

Again, I fear some readers may misread my paper when I speak of sinking the 
fly. “For a few yards” means that I allow the line tosink, and to go down with the 
current for a few yards, and then begin to give it “a subtle motion,” &c. It will, 
perhaps, be 3in. to 6in. under the surface, seldom more than 3in, or 4in. Sinking it 
yards deep would be absurd. Thanking you, in anticipation, for inserting these 
corrections—I am, &e., E. M. Top. 





Srr,—I have been very much amused, and somewhat interested, in reading the 
first prize essay on “ Fly-fishing for Trout with the Wet Fly,” by Mr. E. M. Tod, a 
very able and concise essay, as far a3 it goes. 

Now, whilst agreeing with Mr. Tod in the main, I must take exception to his 
remark that he has “seen trout feeding on the self-same seeds.’ Mr. Tod and his: 
old preceptor may readily be forgiven for having come to the erroneous conclusion 
that trout occasionally “feed upon a wee roon (round) seed drappin’ doon frae the 
trees.’ But in this I believe that they have both been decidedly mistaken. 

For whilst fishing very recently a well-known stream in Shropshire, I returned 
home the first evening declaring that the trout had been converted into vegetarians, 
to my intense disgust. The trout were feeding, not only upon something dropping 
from the trees, but, apparently, upon the leaves sailing down the stream. This 
kind of thing was repeated next day. Of course, I never for a moment believed 
that the trout were feeding upon the leaves themselves, but upon some insects to 
be found on the leaves—principally willow and alder. I thought of the Green 
Insect, the Willow Fly, the Alder Fly, and accordingly shook willow and alder, 
getting more droppings of rain than enlightenment on the subject. However, 
having creeled a plump fish with a fly I had purchased from Boyd, of Galashiels, 
in Scotland (it was made from hare’s ear and starling wing), I at once took the 
opportunity of making my captured fish disgorge to discover, if possible, what he 
had been feeding upon. I shook out of the fish what appeared to be at the time a 
mass of crushed seed, resembling a piece of green and black cloth worked into a 
pulp about the size of a good big walnut. I wrapped up very carefully what some 
people would call this ‘‘ nasty mess,” and took it home. I there tumbled it into a 
glass of water, stirred it round, and, lo and behold! what did I see? Flies, sir! 
No wee round seeds, but flies—hundreds of the most minute flies, every one of them 
perfectly formed, with light, gauzy wings, heads and bodies no bigger than pin 
points, but flies nevertheless—green points and black points, though I am not con- 
tending about the colour. But this I do contend, that trout are insectivorous, if you 
like, and will, at a pinch, eat their lesser brethren; but they are not, and never 
were, omnivorous, though Mr, Tod and his old preceptor, as well as myself, have 
momentarily libelled themas such. After this discovery, I trimmed one of George 
Eaton’s Ash Duns with greenish-yellow silk, and had most excellent sport, as many 
of my friends can bear testimony, thanks to the Parcel Post. 

I do not mean to say that no other flies except those named caught fish. I used 
flies from many makers, as well as my own make, all bringing fish to the net occa- 
sionally. Indeed, I saw a man catch a beautiful grayling just below the mill-wheel. 
He was fishing with thick gut, and his three flies went on the water just like so 
many dead sparrows ; so I naturally asked what fly the fish had taken, and on hear- 
ing it called a Blue Dun I examined the fly more closely. It turned out to be an 
ordinary Welsh Sewin Fly ribbed with silver, nearly as big as a salmon fly. When 
I thought of my little Blue Dun, I came to the conclusion that there was a great 
variety as well as a great diversity of Blue Duns.—I am, &c., 

St. Andrew’s, Derby. J. ALLIN. 

[This is an interesting experience ; but it does not prove that Mr. Tod is wrong. 
Trout will take bread paste and bread freely, as we have often proved. —ED., | 


EYED SALMON-HOOKS.—THE NUMBERING OF HOOKS, &c. 


S1r,—Reading in the “ F, G.” the advantages of the eyed-hook, I thought I should 
like to try a few eyed salmon-hooks ; but although I tried several forms, I failed to 
get an eye that came up to what I considered the right thing. Some had the wire 
that formed the eye too fine, and the eye itself not large enough ; others had the 
end just twisted round and the eye turned up, leaving a space between the sharp, 
fine point of the end of ‘the shank and the shank—a grand place for your gut to 
cross or get into with a heavy fish on. I think that the shank of an eyed salmon- 
hook requires but very little fining down, and the eye should be large enough to 
pass a double knot of salmon gut through. I have not tried their holding powers, 
but have dressed on the old gut loop style for this season. 

It is to be hoped that the makers will agree among themselves as to the number- 
ing of their hooks, starting from 1 and going up to shark hooks, if they like. ; 

The eyed-hook for dressing salmon-flies on has many advantages, as the eye will 
not rot as in gut, and they won't draw,as some I have seen do with a fish on— 
through their being put away damp perhaps. But will they hold as well? That I 
want to try when I can get a hook with a well-made eye. The eye of a No, 11 
requires to be as large and as strong as a No, 15 Limerick size, as, although you 
change size of flies, the cast is the same.—I am, Xc., JUNGLE Cock. 

[It will be seen from their letters that the Redditch hook makers do not see their 
way to simplify the numbering of hooks, for trade reasons.—HD. | 





WANSTEAD BASIN, 


Sr1r,—In my report of the above fishery I forgot to mention that tickets taken for 
the basin are good for twelve months from date, barring, of course, the fence time, 
which is the same as the Thames.—I am, &e., AUTHOR OF THE ARTICLE, 
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GORGE BAIT- FISHING. 

Srr,—I want to know whether dead gorging is considered a sportsmanlike way 
of catching pike? There are some waters where it is certainly the best way of 
obtaining sport—as, for instance, in an old monastic pond choked up with weeds. The 
only objection I can see to this method of pike-fishing is that, if you hook a small 
fish, nine times out of ten you cannot return it to the water. What say the readers 
of your valuable paper ?—I am, Xc., 

The Green, Banbury. JNO, FORTESCUE. 

From the great number of protests against gorge bait-fishing which we have 
published during the last six or seven years, we are convinced that the majority of 
anglers will agree with us in condemning gorge-fishing as unsportsmanlike, Not 
only must you kill all you catch, large or small, but if a fish breaks away he must 
die a “lingering death.” Then you play your fish, not from his hard mouth, bus 
from his tender stomach, which sickens and often chokes him, so that he fights 
more like a dead log than anything else. The French Count’s live-bait pike tackle 
which we described and illustrated in our last Christmas Number is the very thing 
for a weedy pike water.—ED. | 


A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

‘Srr,—The late rains flushed the Trent up on Friday about a foot ; but the flannel 
weed came down in such quantities that to keep your bait clear was next to im- 
possible. A few lots of roach and dace were got at Weston. 

At King’s Mills Mr. Wood hooked a very fine salmon ; after having him on about 
ten minutes, a large mass of flannel weed caught his line, and unhooked the fish. 
Mr. Scapeness, of Derby, had one 141b. a short time after. 

The best bag I saw in the Shardlow water Mr. Leake had—four or five chub, the 
best 4lb., and one barbel. Mr. Drury had two jack from Weston. Salmon fisher- 
men ought to be at them, as there is,every prospect of a fish or two being 
caught.—I am, &c,, 

October 5th. PAN 








PHOTOGRAPHS OF FEHROX, &C. 

Srr,—Your correspondent, “ Lux,” has not, I think, considered that as both trout 
are represented equally foreshortened, the relative proportion—or rather dis-propor- 
tion—between the two heads is not affected.—I am, &c., 

H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL. 

P.S.—I ought perhaps to add that the gentleman, an amateur, who most courteously 
photographed the fish at my request, did so under every kind of disadvantage of 
time and place ; whilst the apparatus consisted of a tray, a piece of string, and a 
stone from the lakeside, to hold the “group” in position. But this rather adds to 
than diminishes the value of the photograph itself, in my estimation, as our 
American cousins say “the machine can’t lie,’ and the representation was thus 
produced when the specimens were perfectly fresh, and before being knocked about 
by travelling.—H. C.-P. 


THE PEG-DOWN SWEEPSTAKE AT PONDER’S END. 

S1r,—The correspondent of the Sporting Life has kindly consented to be the 
referee for the above, which takes place on the 17thinst. The rain during the week 
has been in favour of the anglers, and has slightly coloured the water, causing 
several entries to be made; and Iam confident that a fair number of anglers will 
be at Ponder’s End Lock at 10 o’clock to hear their names called. All entries to— 
Yours, &c., 

Cuckoo Hall Farm, Lower Edmonton. 

P.S.—Taken at Enfield Wash, 9th Octuber 
son, one jack, 431b. 





J. JONES. 
: A. Lawrence, one jack, 12lb. ; J. John- 
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ANGLING FOR TENCH IN STILL WATERS. 


Srr,—In reply to your correspondent, Henry Downes, M.D., I beg to say that I 
have seen our respected Editor put ‘the worm I referred to on rather a small hook— 
said hook being attached to remarkably fine gut—in such a manner that I have no 
hesitation in saying it would keep alive for hours when resting on the bottom. It 
would drive me mad to angle for tench on the conditions as set forth by your corre- 
spondent. I have neither time nor the inclination to watch for bubbles to rise. 
That the “G. 0.” should catch tench every day, all of which weighed about 41b., 
“tench that had never been seen or heard of in the canal!” I think even your 
correspondent must admit to bea very remarkable circumstance, and we can but 
come to the profound conclusion that, in the “G.0.’s” case at all events, only tench 
weighing”about 4b. were in the habit of causing bubbles to rise to the surface. I, 
with several angling friends, who have been somewhat surprised, not to say 
staggered, by the statements made by your correspondent, would be glad, for various 
reasons, to know if there is any means of distinguishing the bubbles caused by 
these large tench from bubbles continually rising from other causes, as much time 
and disappointment would be saved thereby.—I am, Xc., M.A. 





LEROX FARIO., 


Srr,—I have read with interest the discussion on the above, and without giving 
a decided opinion on the subject, I would just say that I have, in years gone by, 
hatched a goodly number ofovaofboth fish. In their early stages I certainly can see no 
difference between the two. As yearlings they are exactly alike, both fish producing 
the same varieties, which are commonly known among ordinary trout, and the same 
may be said of two-year-olds. 

Tt is now well known to fish-culturists that food has much to do with the develop- 
ment of fish, and it has been ascertained that trout fed largely on mollusca make 
the best varieties. All trout are cannibals, but some much more so than others ; 
and where the fish have developed excessive cannibal habits, it is somewhat natural 
that they should otherwise vary in degree from the rest of their race. The famous 
gillaroo fish, owing to peculiarity of diet, have developed extraordinary stomachs, 
and have, in consequence, been named Salmo stomachicus. Those that are, from 
the circumstances under which they exist, highly cannibalistic, would naturally 
develop more powerful jaws. 

I have noticed this in the case of Salmo fontinalis. In my ponds, where these 
latter fish are well fed daily, they live together very amicably, and I have for years 
had ponds containing fish of various sizes which have not taken to cannibalism—at 
least, to any serious extent ; but I remember a lot I had some years ago that were 
fed largely on minnows, and these took vigorously to eating each other, and I have 
seena great big fellow with throat and gills distended, and the tail of one of his 
smaller comrades sticking out of his mouth. These fish reminded me very much of 
some pike I once kept in an aquarium and fed on dace and gudgeons, and I became 
disgusted with them—the trout—at last, that t took to eating them myself, and 
thus exterminated the race. What they or their progeny might have grown into, 
therefore, was left open to conjecture ; but I certainly considered them undesirable 
as breeding stock. 

I have long since come to the same conclusion with regard to the S. ferow, and I 
now discard them altogether as not worth pond room. I know several lakes con- 
taining feroz in which minnows are abundant. It seems rather a likely thing that 
trout, getting a taste for minnows, should feel strongly tempted to go a little 
further and devour their own species ; and as, doubtless, there are diversities of 
temperament even among fishes, certain individuals would “ go for ” their fellow 
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trout more than others, and it seems rather reasonable to suppose that those might 
deyelop into the variety /erox—if it be merely a variety. 

_ It is possible the question of minnows may throw some light on the matter. Do 
Feroz, asa rule, inhabit lakes which contain minnows, or, on the other hand, a 
plentiful supply of dwarfed trout, such as are found abounding in so many moun- 
tain lakes? Are they not also more frequently caught with a minnow or other live 
or artificial bait 7—I am, &c., 

Solway Fishery, Oct. 9. J. J, ARMISTEAD. 
© [In a long conversation we had the other day with Mr. H. R. Francis, M.A., that 
entleman entirely agreed with our opinion that S. ferox and S. fario are not 
istinct species. Mr. Francis thinks, as does Mr. Armistead, the well-known pisci- 
culturist, that trout which feed much on other fish develop the strong jaws and big 
heads characteristic of the ferow.—Ep. | 


A QUERY FROM THE COQUET. 

Srr,—Will you, or some of your readers, kindly inform me through the medium 
of your interesting paper what time, part of the river, and how, sea-trout can be 
caught in England, as I have truly laboured in vain nearly a week on the rivers 
Coquet and Aln, where they abound in great numbers, but can only get sport with 
whitling and trout? An answer from anexperienced angler, with confidence in his 
remarks, will be greatly prized.—I am, &c., SALMO TRUTTA, 

[ What size do the fish run?—Ep. | 


THE OVERSCAIG REPORT. 

S1r,—I have received yours of 6th inst., and cannot understand how I made such 

a mistake, as I sent a copy to the Scotsman and Field, and it was quite correct in 

both. Of course, it was quite unlikely that such sport could be got here or any 

other trout-fishing place. The proper weight is 1483lb, Please correct and much 
oblige—Yours, &c., 

Overscaig Hotel, Lairg, Oct. 9. 





D. McKay. 





i MONSTER ROACH. 

Srr,—Will you allow me space for a few particulars concerning big roach? The 
keeper at Lord Normanton’s water on the Ayon once told me he had netted the river 
to try and get a 3lb. roach for the editor of the ield, but could only succeed in 
getting one of 2lb. 150z, From the same water Mr. T. Hughes, of the Albion, 
Rodney-road, has seven in a case that weigh 15lb. Having occasion to go to Mr. 
Cooper’s some three weeks ago, in the course of conversation he told me he had gota 
roach that weighed 331b. from “ Bath.” The roach of 3lb. 14oz. from St. Margaret’s, 
spoken of last week, is on view, or was two years ago, at the St. Paul’s, Westmore- 
land-road, Walworth. I believe the roach was dropsical, having a very wide stomach, 
Apologising for space,—I am, &c., S. F. 

[A correspondent at Birmingham writes: “I am glad you were convinced that 
the 3lb. roach was not a rudd, It was rather ungenerous to throw doubt upon it 
without having seen it. Still, I have my doubts whether it ever weighed more than 
2%lb.” Our correspondent is in a very good position to judge, but it is evident he 
did not see the fish weighed. Is it nota little ungenerous to throw doubt on its 
weight ?—ED. | 





: CURING SALMON AND TROUT. 

Srr,—I cut the following out of a newspaper—the type and size of column almost 
looks like the “ F,.G.”:—*The process consists of well cleaning and washing the 
insides and removing the gills, then immersing the fish in a pan or basin of cold 
water, containing plenty of salt, some sugar, with a small quantity of saltpetre 
added to keep the flesh red ; after twenty-four hours they are taken out and hung 
up with a piece of string by their tails to drip and dry. At Garrison they were 
hung up in the kitchen near the peat fire, but any other warm covered place will 
do. Fish cured this way will keep for two or three months, and are far superior to 
the kippered salmon sold in London, which are mostly unseasonable kelts.”—I am, &c., 

Church Langton, Market Harboro’. GEORGE H,. LoGan. 





S1r,—In your “Notes” of Oct. 9th is stated, We are asked by a correspondent fora 
good recipe for kippering salmon,” which question has been asked over and over 
again, and as frequently answered, in the “F.G.’ Most of them, to my idea, are 
far off the mark sought to be obtained, because to try and please every person’s 
palate would be but illustrating the fable ofthe “ old man and his donkey ”—please 
nobody, But if the following method of kippering salmon is simply and strictly 
followed, which it has been by your correspondent during the past thirty years, 
both for market and private trade, the question asked as above will suit all persons 
at all times, 

Salmon of all kinds, sizes, and quality are kippered (see the London markets). I 
have seen “schad” so kippered and sold assalmon. But I am digressing. Salmon 
should be from 8lb. weight up to the largest Dutch fish for kippering, and in good 
condition—viz., fresh and fat. The fish should be wiped perfectly dry, with the 
scales intact, then placed upon a table or fishmonger’s block, and, with a sharp 
knife, split from head to tail down the centre of the back. Two draws down with 
the knife will split the largest of fish in a pzactical man’s hand ; after which, as 
the fish lies split, remove the entrails, gills, and congealed blood, then wipe the 
parts perfectly clean and dry. After which, turn the split side over, and affix two 
pieces of flat wood in the shape of an X, or cross, by cutting four incisions in the 
skin, and placing each corner of the X, or cross, in. This is to prevent it collapsing 
when hung up to dry. Turn the fish over again, and upon the split surface rub in 
table-salt, not too heavily, say two good handfuls to an 8lb. or 101b, fish. After the 
fish has remained for two hours or so, according to the size and thickness of it, 
rub in on top of the salt some good brown Demerara sugar—foot-sugar preferred ; 
‘let this lay on for the night. In the morning tie a piece of strong string rownd the 
tail, not through, otherwise it will cut through and allow the fish to fall while 
smoking ; hang the fish up to drain. About midday place the same in the smoke- 
house, and with a good fire it will be ready for market purposes the following morning, 
If required for keeping any length of time, add more salt, and dry longer. The 
sugar tones the salt down, and adds a nice glaze to the split side of the fish. The 
fish can now be partaken of in any way—that is to say, condiments can be used by 
Ae consumer to palate, thus pleasing those who like such, also those who object to 

itto, 

Kippered salmon, in most cases, is spoilt in dressing for the table. In my opinion 
it should not be dressed at all, after being partly so, and in some accidental cases 
wholly so, in drying, but should be taken between hot buttered toast or thin brown 
bread and butter, the fish having been cut into very thin cucumber-like slices in a 
slanting direction from off the fish. 

I have used, upon several occasions, dried salmon as a bat in cricket, which had 
been dried without salt or sugar. ‘hey came from Norway, having been dried 
in the sun and wind, afterwards by the smoke in the hut, They were splendid 
eating as above, and retain the salmon flayour extraordinarily well.—I am, &c., 

FRANK GOSDEN. 





Str,—There may be many modes of kippering salmon, so the one which I offer 
may not be the most approved,:but it is that which I used to find good. The first 
and great essential is that the blood be as entirely as possible expelled 
from the fish, After the fish has been split by cutting it up the 
back, the backbone removed, and been thoroughly disembowelled, it 
should be placed between two slightly slanting boards, the upper one being 
weighted so as to entirely press out the blood, When this seems sufficiently done, 
the fish should be well rubbed with a mixture of salt, saltpetre, and brown sugar, 
I cannot. recollect.the proportions at this distance of time, but a little experience 
will teach, I should say that, to maintain a good flavour, as little salt as possible 
should be used, and all cleansing with water be avoided, using only a dry cloth for 
wiping. A sprinkling of mixed black and white (Jamaica) pepper may be added 


SEE 


according to taste, In connection with this subject, have any of the readers of the 
“BF. G.” ever tried the desiccating of common flounders by exposing them to a hot 
sun for one or two days before they are cooked and eaten? The result, for giving 
richness of flavour, will surprise all who give this a trial. The way I have seen 
this done by Scots Highlanders was to throw the fish, quite unsalted, on the house 
roof-tiles ; the fish shrivel up, but swell out again on being cooked. This is all in 
accordance with the remarkable fact that animal flesh, exposed to the sun’s rays in 
a dry atmosphere, does not putrefy. The word “Buccaneers” is derived from the 
Spanish term, for so treating the bullocks’ flesh with which these wild yet gallant 
marauders victualled their ships.—I am, &c., 


Bennett-street, St. James’s-street, Oct, 12. J.D, DOUGALL, 





Sir,—Split the fish down the back, cut off the head, tail, and fins, and take out 
the backbone, gills, intestines, &c., and wipe the fish dry with a cloth, but use no 
water; rub into each fish a handful of common salt, and leave them for about 
twenty-four hours with the fleshy side upwards. Then take (for each fish) 2oz. of 
powdered saltpetre, and 202. of coarse brown sugar; rub this mixture well but 
gently into the fish till all is absorbed ; pack the fish, if more than one, in a tub 
with the salted side up. When required for use, steep the fish in water for at least 
twelve hours before cooking it.—I am, &c., WG. 





Srr,—In reply to a question on the above in your “ Notes” last week, the follow- 
ing is a good recipe :—Split the fish down the back close to the backbone ; clean, and 
wipe all blood, &c., off with clean cloths (towels)—do not wash the fish ; then put on 
a slight sprinkling of saltpetre (very little of it), a dessert-spoonful of brown sugar, 
then a dusting till fairly brown with black pepper, and, lastly, a good covering of 
salt. Let it le, skin-side down, on a large dish for 48 hours, then puta stick or 
two to keep it spread open, and dry in the sun ; if no sun, then the kitchen. Should 
I see a better style in your next, I shall try it on the next fish I get that I wish 
to keep,—I am, Ke., JUNGLE Cock. 


THE GREAT LAKE TROUT CONTROVERSY. 

Srr,—Your correspondent, “Lux,” in his “Trout Photographs as Evidence of 
Species,” states “ perhaps some angler who can really swear to a Ferox when he sees 
one will kindly give us a definition on these points,” Now I am not prepared to 
swear exactly, but in the end will give my opinion upon the two loch trout in 
question. But, firstly, for your correspondent’s information, will quote Mr. 
Thomas Tod Stoddart’s description of the Salmo ferox of Sutherlandshire, in- 
cluding the Loch Cama. 

“There are two distinct varieties : one is a coarse-looking fish, having a huge head 
furnished with capacious jaws, the tail broad and square-formed ; its external mark- 
ings are numerous, and irregularly distributed. The colour of its skin is not in- 
viting ; it wants freshness and transparency. "The other variety includes fish of 
captivating build, deep in flank, with curved backs, and small heads. The teeth, more 
than the size and structure of the mouth, announce them to be of predatory habit ; 
these are strong and sharp, and set in separate lines along the upper jaw. Its flesh 
is redder than the Salmo salar, but by no means so relishable.” 

Now the above description does not at all agree with the two photographed trout 
in question, even allowing the photograph to be put in as evidence of facts. 

Some years since, about 1868, Mr. F', Buckland hada trout sent him ; the points 
he compared with those described by Yarrel and Couch, to see whether she 
was Salmo feror or Salmo fario. Not being certain, sent her at once to Dr. 
Giinther, at the British Museum, who pronounced her to be Salmo fario, and not 
a great lake trout. In 1874 the writer had a trout brought in, 
taken from the river Exe, to cast and paint, supposed to be a Salmo Feroz, 
which he at once ignored by calling it a great-great-grandfather of the Exe Salmo 
Sarto, or, as Mr, Buckland would have said, a “ wandering Jew” that comes once in 
a hundred years. It was certainly one of the most ugly, yet not deformed, fish of 
the trout kind I ever did see, and almost resembled the first species mentioned by 
Mr. Thomas Tod Stoddart. As far as the photograph of the two loch trout go, I 
have had scores the facsimile of them ; and when the present Duke of Wellington, at 
Strathfieldsaye, had all the stock trout taken up to the lake pond in the park, some 
thirty brace of them were, as nearly as possible, like the two loch trout photo- 
graphed. Therefore, I should think with you, judging from the appearance of the 
fish and Mr. Thomas Tod Stoddart’s remarks, that one is a male, the other a female, 
and the male twice as old as the female, and both, in my opinion, common trout.— 
Iam, Xc., FRANK GOSDEN, 

Fish Culturist to his late Grace the Duke of Wellington. 
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proprietary medicines are only tenip 
disease returns as soon as the use of the medicine is Giscon- 
tinued. To meet this objection in the case of “ Warner’s 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years aiter the cure was wrought. 

Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 31, 1882, says: 


—‘ Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 

ended in abscess of that organ, resulting from inflammation. PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottlesof | CONTENTS of AUGUST 
‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ the contents of 13 only of which I 

have taken, It broughtaway agen ounces of stone; the NUMBER :— 

pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water 4 rani ; 

is now Clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. Frontispiece : HEAVING THE 
I have long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men LEAD, 


in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

Writing under date of APRIL 27,1886, this gentleman 
says: “ Itis now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heayy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ In my case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it. 

“ Yours faithfully, 


‘Station Master Navigation Station, og i Vale Railway, 
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rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
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WET FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 


THOUGH there be no bad kind of angling, yet some ways are better 
than others ; and general consensus of Opinion, both of anglers and 
non-anglers, has given the palm to Fly-fishing as being, take it all in 
all, the most pleasant, as it is undoubtedly the most graceful, of all 
methods of fishing, 

Assuredly in the matters of picturesqueness, comparative ease, and comfort, 
fishing with the wet fly is facile princeps, and although we cannot allow it to be 
$o artistic as angling with the dry fly, yet, as the method adopted by much the 
larger part of the fly-fishing public, it is worthy of careful consideration. 

We may commence by assuring our readers that although our experience, 
having been confined to Scottish and West of England streams and lochs, must 
necessarily be tinged with local prejudice, and take the colour of local methods ; 
yet, on the other hand, as we have for the nonce abjured all reference to works 
on angling, ourremarks are at least the honest outcome of our experience, 
general information, and thought. In a paper so limited as the present must 
of necessity be, it is, of course, impossible to do more than touch on any im- 
portant points concerned with the style of fishing in question ; hence, we can 
only write very briefly on those matters which are more or less common to all 
methods of fly-fishing for trout. To all those who would angle in a truly 
scientific fashion, not adhering to any rule of thumb, but rather striving by 
careful observation and rational deduction to find out why one method surpasses 
another, the question of what trout take our wet fly for must always be an 
interesting one. Though we are aware that a great deal of truth, nonsense, and 
commonplace has been talked and written on this subject, we think that most 
of us anglers have been prevented, partly by prejudice, partly from over-hasty 
generalisation, from looking at this question in a proper light. One man swears 
by exact imitation of the fly on the water, another by colour, another by form ; 
another boldly advises the use of flies unlike those on the water, whilst yet 
another advises flies utterly unlike anything that ever was on the water. 

Now, we believe that a great deal of this confusion is due to a want of dis- 
crimination between dry and wet fly-fishing—two methods distinct not only in 
themselves, but even in the state of the insect which we present to the fish. We 
hold that our wet fly represents the imperfect fly ; whilst a dry fly, generally 
speaking, represents the perfect fly (imago). Like most Northern anglers, we 
believe in a very limited stock of flies for wet fly-fishing, nor do we see how there 
can be any need for very close imitation of the natural insect for the time being 
on the water. 

Our reasons may be put briefly, as follows :—First, dismiss as unsound any 
argument based on the supposed imperfection of a fish’s vision—an imperfec- 
tion which few practical anglers are likely to credit ; nor can we believe that 
He who shaped the fish’s eye did not so form it as to be fitted for its uses. 
Next consider, For what doesa trout take our wet fly? Nine times out of ten, 
we believe, for either an immature insect just rising to the surface—tender to 
his palate, as veal or chicken to ours—or for some mature fly beaten by the 
rapid current or high wind, floating helplessly down stream ina water-logged 
condition, an easy prey. We would not insult his intelligence by supposing that 
he could take the average fly for aught else. If this be so, can you imagine the 
exact colour or shape of, say, a Dun in this condition to beso easily distinguished 
as ae make it necessary for us to imitate these characters minutely ? We trow 
not. 


Examine, as we have often done, one of the Ephemeride or Phryganide at 


its birth : note the soft, dull hues and rumpled wings of the baby fly ; remem- ° 


ber that except in size there is but little strongly-marked difference between 
the various species of Duns that flutter their short day on the British waters, 
and then answer us, Do you think close imitation necessary ? 

ao put the matter in a nutshell, we believe that in wet-fly fishing we should 
aim at imitating the sub-imago or “Dun” condition of flies principally, and 
that any imitations of the perfect insect (imago or ‘‘ Spinner”) are for this kind 
of angling to be dressed spider-wise, with a view to represent a partially-drowned 
dishevelled fly. Hence we believe, from our own experience, that a general 
resemblance in form and colour, together with a certain tenderness and mobility 
in the imitation, are the matters of greatest importance. The exact imitation 
of any given fly will, no doubt, do as well, perhaps better, if that particular fly 
happens to be “on” ; but if not, it is clear that the more accurately the imita- 
tion represents a certain fly the more it must diverge from the general type of 
imperfect insect, and thus the general resemblance above indicated is decidedly 
surer to succeed. 

Remember, that we speak of wet-fly fishing only. Our lure, therefore, should 
be made of soft, semi-transparent feathers (the under feathers from the wing- 
coverts of migratory birds are usually best), and of fur that, without being harsh 
and springy, yields gently to the various movements of the current. Such flies, 
from their life-like character, will succeed infinitely better than the most exactly- 
dressed imitations if made with stiff, harsh materials ; and, as a matter of fact, 


most Northern anglers, whether they formulate their creed or not, believe in 
soft, lightly-dressed spiders and winged flies, with carefully divided wings. 

Ask any angler by Tweedside to let you see his flies : you will surely find the 
“ Hare Lug” (hare’s ear) with either blue or Woodcock wing, or both, on his 
east, and you will usually find that it has done its fair share of the work, what- 
ever the time of year be. Why is this? Simply, we believe, because is repre- 
sents very fairly the “ Duns” of most Ephemeridw ; whilst the “ Professor” or 
“ Hofland’s Fancy,” one or other of which is probably also on his cast, repre- 
sents the general appearance of many of the smaller fat-winged flies. 
It is but fair, however, to state that many modifications are made in the Hare’s 
Kar, which virtually constitute distinct flies, from the fly-tier’s point of view. 


In the beginning of the season we find that the Duns, yet in their sub- 
imago condition, are mostly dark in hue: hence we use imitations with 
starling or other dark “ blae” wing, and dark hare’s car, or water-mouse fur. 
As the season advances our flies grow lighter in colour (whether they be the 
same or different insects matters little for our present purpose), so it becomes 
advisable to use a paler wing, with a shade of buff or olive in it (e.g., fromthe 
thrush, or the pale inside feathers of the woodcock’s wing), with yellowish 
fur from the hare’s ear for body and legs, sometimes even mixing yellow crewel 
with this. 

We find these sufficient to representeall the Duns, only varying the size to 
suit the size and condition of the river and state of the weather, using larger 
flies for larger streams, and larger flies in rough, windy weather than on clear, 
bright days. 

When these Duns change into spinners, we use in dry-fly fishing (which 
we then prefer), as close an imitation of the natural fly as we can get. But for 
wet-fly fishing we prefer a “spider-dressed” imitation, with a quill or thin silk 
body ; though we may mention that the yellower type of Hare Lug, above- 
noticed, is often found quite as good as either spider, or exact imitation, when 
we know that the fish are feeding on the spinners. ‘The reason for this is not 
far to seek, as during the earlier part of the season at least (say till June) the 
Spinners most generally met with are of a ruddy or buff complexion. These 
Hare’s-ear flies are, therefore, sufficiently representative of the Ephemeral flies 
in at least three conditions—viz., they resemble a ‘‘ Dun” just out and rising to 
the surface ; the same, until it changes into a “ Spinner,” and during this process 
of change ; and finally a broken-down spinner. 

The scope of the present paper will not admit further examination of this 
theory of ours ; but we believe it to apply to all our common Ephemerida, 
except the Mayfly (Green Drake), and, in a special degree, to the March 
Brown. 

As to the Phryganide, Phylide, and Sialide, and such land flies as the Cow 
Dung and such like, we must confess to not caring to use them much as arti- 
ficials, and still less as sunk flies. We believe, however, that our remarks, as to 
the first type of such flies being usually dark, and then being followed by a 
paler, yellower race, are generally correct. Take, for instance, the Stone Fly, 
whose darker males are followed, in a few duys, by their yellow, better (and 
bigger) halves. 

Ere leaving this subject for, to our mind, more important matters, we have a 
theory to ventilate on a certain type of loch-tlies, which we here give for what 
it is worth. 

Though no doubt most loch flies do represent flies, we consider that the large, 
bright, general flies so much in use—such, for instance, as the teal and red, teal 
and green, teal and claret, &c., are taken by troat, not for any insect, but for the 
screw, or fresh-water shrimp. 

We have so constantly found these gandy, strongly-barred lures taken in pre- 
ference when fish were not rising freely, and so invariably found them best 
taken when well sunk, that we have been led to form this opinion. Not being 
at all enthusiastic about loch-fishing, we do not feel very sure of our ground ; 
but perhaps some of the readers of the Fisurnc Gaznrre may be able to discuss 
this either pro or con. 

List of flies we generally use in wet-fly fishing :— 


HPHEMERID”. 
Dunrs :— 
1. Black wing (starling) with dark hare’s ear, olive silk or water-mouse 
fur or quill body. 
2. Black wing (thrush, &c.), yellow hare’s ear, yellow silk or quill body. 
3. Woodcock wing (from inner side of wing) yellow hare ear, bodyasin 2. 
4. March Brown, dark. 
4a. March Brown, pale. 
Spinners :— 
. Black spider, starling feather and quill body. 
}. Black spider ; dotterel or— 
6a. Plover feather, quill body. 
7. Red hackle ; rail feather and quill body. 
8. Partridge hackle and quill body. 
9. Greenwell’s Glory. 
10. Red Spinner. 
11. March Brown, with red hackle. 
PuryGanipa, &c. 


oon 


12. Professor. 

13. Hofland’s Fancy. 

14, Sand Fly. 

15. Alder Fly. 

16. Cinnamon. (These last almost entirely on large rivers and lochs.) 


It will be noticed that the Green Drake and Stone Fly, the May Flies of Eng- 
land and Scotland respectively, are wanting from the above list; the former is 
left out because it is not abundant in the waters we fish ; the latter because we 
have never used it as an artificial fly. Both these are generally used as natural 
flies only in the North. 

But, after all, the choice of flies is only a small part of the science of fly-fish- 
ing. We ourselves would not put it in even a second-rate position ; nor have 
we assigned it so leading a position on any other grounds than that it would be 
necessary to refer to our theory in explanation of our method of fishing. 

The prime requisites in this, as in other methods of trouting, are as follows 
(we give them in what we believe to be their order of merit) :—First, Know- 
ledge of the haunts and habits of trout ; second, Concealment of self and tackle ; 
third, Skill in casting, hooking, and playing jish ; and fourth, Knowledge of 
lures (in the present case flies) and of their natural history. 

Note that the first and last of our requisites are mainly scientific, so to 
speak, and imply a more or less keen habit of observation; whilst the 
second and third are mainly mechanical, or perhaps we might better say 
artistic. Nos. one and four form the science, Nos. two and three the art of 
fly-fishing. 

Those who have had most experience of this wet-fly style of fishing will 
moat readily allow the vast importance of such a knowledge of fish-nature as 
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may enable its possessor to decide with a moderate amount of certainty, where, 
when, and how to angle. It is this knowledge, of vastly greater importance 
than the exact shade of a feather, which makes the difference between a well 
and an ill-filled basket. ’ : 

As, however, the natural history of trout has rightly been judged worthy of a 
paper to itself, we shall only hint at, rather than treat thoroughly of, those 
points we consider of importance. 

Where to Fish—Sluggish streams are not so well fitted for this mode of 
angling as for the dry-fly method, for many reasons ; but on duil, cold days, 
when the water is, discoloured, or during high winds, the wet fly is preferable, 
especially when the fish are seen rather to heave up than break the surface. But 
the true waters for this kind of sport are the typical trout-streams, rivers of 
moderate breadth and depth, generally of great purity and transparency. 

Such generally flow in graceful curves over'a gravelly bed, fringed on one side 
with trees, whilst on the other fertile meadow lands shelve gently into the 
channel of the stream. . They produce from the bright clean gravel of their 
course of alternate pool and stream, from the birches, rowans, and alders that 
overhang their waters, from their precipitous ‘‘scaurs” and grassy margins, a 
constant abundance of flies, water-spiders, and other margin-haunting insects ; 
whilst the fresh-water shrimp and the creepers of many flies share with the 
minnow, beardie (loach), and alevins of the trout themselves,'the shelter of their 
stony shallows. 

In rivers of this nature the fly comes down in its unintermittent thousands all 
day long, after the first fortnight or so of the season, and the fish feed freely 
throughout the day in ordinary weather, so that the skilful angler may expect 
more or less continuous success during a day’s sport. So much for the general 
type of waters suited to this class of fishing. Now for more important par- 
ticulars. 

In early spring trout only leave the deeper, warmer water of the pools when 
the “take” is on, that is when the Duns begin to rise to the surface of the 
streams, which latter they seem to desert when the “tid” ceases, then back to the 
pools once more, 

In large, deep streams, this style of feeding continues longer than in smaller 
waters, in which, after the March Brown is over, the trout rise pretty con- 
tinuously from about 9 a.m. to 3 or 4 p.m., with a short rest of an hour or so 
some time after midday during the first six weeks of the season. At this early 
period of the season we bestow most care on the pools and quieter streams, 
searching thoroughly all sheltered eddies, whether near the bank or in mid- 
stream, fishing somewhat deep, and not neglecting what we Scotch call the 
“hing” (Anglice hang) of the stream. 

As the season advances, begin earlier and stop later ; fish less in the pools, 
more in the streams, except after floods ; and in hot weather fish with great care 
all shallows near shelter. : 

During summer and early autumn depend most on the evening fishing, and as 
the season begins to show the sere and yellow leaf, revert to your first love— 
the pools and daylight. 

After this meagre résumé of the “ where and when” to fish, in which, naturally, 
we have not attempted to say aught of the effects of spates, droughts, high 
winds, heat, cold, fog, frost, and other eccentricities in which our climate 
permits itself to indulge, we go on to consider the “how.” As this necessarily 
involves the points included in our second and third requisites, we shall consider 
them with it. 

Be it understood that we are strong advocates of up-stream casting, for the 
excellent and sufficient reasons so well stated by the late Mr. Stewart, to whose 
able work we would refer all who have doubis. But we modify our practice 
considerably, according to the size and character of the stream we are angling 
in ; whilst the time of year has also some influence on the method adopted. 

In the cold weather of spring we fish deep, and cast up and across in all 
rivers, the trout and their prey being then alike sluggish ; besides which, the 
water being generally less clear, of greater volume, and the fish less suspicious, 
there is less need for careful concealment. 

Accordingly, we cast (from the lower bank of the stream, if possible) at an 
angle of from twenty-five to thirty degrees up and across stream,* allowing our 
flies to float down-stream till they are opposite, or even so muchas ten degrees 
below us, when we first give a gentle twitch to our line to disentangle it (so to 
speak) from the water, and then raise it for a fresh cast. This last manoeuvre 
we practise at all times, lest some fish should just then make up his mind to rise 
to the occasion and take away the ‘“ only fly of the kind in my book,’—a feat 
which must generally impress the loser with a most exaggerated respect for the 
performer. 

After the March Browns disappear, we gradually cast more and more directly 
up-stream, and allow our flies to cover a smaller portion of the current, being 
are in this, to a great extent, by the volume of water with which we have 

o deal. 

In streams of over thirty yards in width we, in the height of the season, 
generally cast at an angle of forty to fifty degrees up-stream, and permit the 
line to come down to an angle of about five degrees above us, making little 
difference between stream and pool, and using ordinarily three flies. But in 
those smaller waters which, after all, afford the cream of Scottish trouting, we 
fish quite differently. Here we seldom use more than two flies, often one only, 
and we make a distinct difference between our mode of fishing pools and streams. 
In the former, we first cast directly up-stream, then gradually across the current 
at a less and less angle, allowing our flies to float down not more than two or 
three yards, and casting about half a yard above the spot where we expect a 
rise. Nor do we attempt, in this or any other fly-fishing, to “play” our flies, 
trusting to the play of the current on their soft materials to give what little 
appearance of life is necessary. 

In fishing a stream, however, we cast throughout directly upwards, wading, if 
that be necessary, to enable us to do so, and let our flies descend for a distance, 
proportioned to the length of our rod, generally between a third and a half of 
its (the rod’s) length ;—e.g., if the rod be 10ft. long, let your flies swim 4ft. to 
6ft., allowing only the cast to touch the water. The special advantages we find 
in this are perfect concealment, owing to our being behind the fish’s back, better 
hooking, and more rapid playing of fish, and the fact that a line cast straight up- 
stream descends less rapidly, and is less visible than one. dragging across the 
rapid current. We have noticed fine gut look like a rope from the rush of 
a stream against it. 

As to tackle, need we advise the finest of gut and lightest of flies, a well- 
tapered cast, fixed to an equally well-tapered and not too light reel-line (we 
still prefer the plain silk and hair to all others), a reel to fit the rod, and a 
rod to fit the stream (not for long casting ; but to command access across the 





* This perhaps requires explanation. Draw an imaginary line at a right angle 
across the course of the stream to represent 0° or zero, and count upwards from this. 
Thus, a cast of ten degrees up-stream is more directly up-stream and less across 
than one of five degrees. If you can’t understand this note, gentle reader, perhaps 
you may understand the argument without it, 





| current to favourable eddies on the farther side without “drowning” the line). 


In our choice of a rod we are peculiar. We cannot get one too stiff for our 
taste, and, although we use a single-handed rod of 11ft., we use it with both 
hands, finding that this tires our wrists less. With this, we aim not at long, 
but accurate, casting ; and, in doing so, aim at an imaginary point some 6in. 
above the surface of the water, checking the cast at this point to let our flies 
drop of their own weight. Of our fourth requisite we have said enough— 
perhaps too much—in the first half of this paper, considering the space at 
our disposal. 

And now, farewell. In this essay we have aimed rather at suggesting than 
minutely instructing, presupposing in our readers a considerable acquaintance 
with, not only the practice, but the literature of angling. Hence, we have felt 
free to ride our hobby of flies (a most fairy-like steed), so straitening ourselves 
somewhat for room to discuss more important points. Yet, we believe that 
those of our readers who can pardon this sketching of delineation may find food 
for reflection in our paper. Dun Scorus. 





AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXVII. 


By W. Murpoca#. 
THE FEUGH (ABERDEENSHIRE). 
(Continued from page 218). 
Down to the Dee this water steers ; 
How merrily it goes ! 


Twill murmur on a thousand years, 
And flow as now it flows. 


SALMON 


THE main head-stream of this smail Highland river has several 
sources on the slopes of Mudlee Bracks, Hill of Cammie, and other 
hills traversed by the boundary line between the counties of Aber- 
deen and Forfar. After its “infant rills” unite, it runs two and a 
half miles due north, then wheeling on a new course, receives at this 
point its most important upper tributary—the Burn of Corn, from 
the hills of Birse. The united waters are known as the Feugh. 

In its subsequent career the river intersects, of the county of Aberdeen, the 
greater part of the Forest of Birse, four miles; the Howe of Finzean, three and 
a half miles; and of the county of MSincardine, the Valley of Strachan, 
four and a half miles; and, running two and a half miles still farther Gn 
Kincardineshire), falls into the Dee at Riverston Banchory, after performing a 
run of close on eighteen miles. 

The Feugh is a nice little river, a pleasant one to fish, and though not particu- 
larly well fed, it frequently affords the skilful angler excellent sport with 
smallish trout. Trees are, in few places, so close to the bank as to interfere 
with casting, except along the two miles of water nearest to the Dee. All the 
best pools and streams, even those of the greatest width, can be thoroughly fished 
from either side, and that too without wading, by using a 16ft. rod. This 
length is handiest for grilse and salmon fishing ; a 12ft. or 14ft. rod is the best 
for sea-trout and whitling ; and one of 10ft. or 11ft. is the most suitable for 
trouting. 

Close to where it receives the Burn of Corn, the Feugh contains several 
excellent casts for trout, and near by are a few houses, patches of cultivation, 
and an old castellated ruin, the remains of a hunting seat of the Gordons of 
Cluny. The scenery, however, soon changes, the valley narrows, and this famous 
Forest of Birse, all treeless save for the growth of mountain birch in the corries, 
presents ascene of solitary grandeur. On all hands the place seems resigned, as 
if by Nature willed,,to sheep, deer, and muirfowl, and the only evidence that 
remains of the once mighty forest isa solitary, scraggy pine, which here and 
there appears against the sky. The Feugh, careering down the hollow, presents 
all the characteristics of a typical highland stream—cascade, and deep, rock-girt 
pool, jagged and precipitious banks, and bright, shallow, pebbly stretches of no 
inconsiderable length. Zig-zagging pretty much, it nevertheless runs prevailingly 
eastward throughout the entire length of the “ Forest.” 

In the “ Forest,” in May or June, with fly or worm, according to the state of 
the water, a good fisher may daily make a basket of seven dozen trout averaging 
six to the pound; and in July or the first half of August, have equally good 
results, and the chance of a grilse or sea-trout in addition. A better basket 
than indicated is, however, occasionally obtained. Winged flies are almost use- 
less ; but hackles of various shades, with tinselled bodies, are very deadly in a 
fair-sized water. The trout are extremely wary, hence the longer and finer the 
cast the angler uses, and the more out of sight he can keep, the greater his 
chance of a heavy basket. In this reach large trout are scarce, any exceeding 
lb. weight being seldom got ; but often with fly, in favourable weather, a good- 
sized couple are brought to bank together. Worm suits best when the water is 
very clear, or the river is filling after a fall of rain. In the dark, shaded pools 
dark-coloured trout are invariably found, and vice versd. Up to the 12th of 
August this reach is open to the public, and anglers may obtain accommodation 
at the Bucket Mills at the entrance to the “ Forest,” or at one of the houses in 
the “ Forest” itself, and find either place very convenient. i 

Once the river is entirely clear of the “ Forest,” its surroundings alter con- 
siderably. Thriving, natural grown birchwood occupies a considerable space of 
the low-lying ground ; the native fir ‘casts anchor in the rifted rock” of the 
steeper acclivities, while several neat cottages and pleasantly situated farmhouses, 
in a generally well-wooded scene, extending for a mile and a half or more, 
brighten up the prospect. Iarther down the vale extends in width, and cultiva- 
tion becomes more general. Jnclining a little to the south side of the valley, — 
the Feugh here makes numerous sweeps and bends, some of which are long, yet 
ever runs mainly eastward. In this part of its course it receives the A’an, a 
capital trouting stream, and possesses about and above Ennochie a number of fine 
trouting runs, containing as good trout as are anywhere found in its waters. 
Here the water is less rapid and irregular in flow than in the “ Forest,” and the 
pools uniformly longer, and shingly or sandy in the bottom. The valley is 
bounded on the northside by the Blackhall range of hills,and on the south side 
by Creaganduchy, Cloch-na-Ben, and Mount Shade—hills whose slopes are prox 
lific of grouse, and whose summits are haunts of the mountain hare. On this 
part of the Feugh (the middle) and the lower stretches the best months for fly- 
fishing are May, June, and July. Earlier in the season the trout are in very 
poor ‘condition. The little roadside inn at Feughside, or Whitestone, is very 
convenient for anglers ; it is close to the mouth of the A’an, and, what is more, 
on the bank of the river, midway between the top and the bottom of the middle 
stretch. Some years fair sport is got during the month of July with grilse and 

sea-trout in the water up and down about Whitestone. If the weather is rainy 
enough to keep the river high, the angler is all right for fish. Fly is far and 
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pes the best lure ; but the lob-worm is a good killer when the river is much 
swollen. 

A short distance above the small village of Strachan the river receives the 
waters of the Dye from Glen Dye onthe south. At Strachanit commences to 
run in a northerly direction, and though rounding and toubling considerably, 
especially in the haughs, continues in this line of course for the greater part of 
the remainder of its career. The best salmon-grilse and sea-trout fishing is got 
in this stretch. Salmon never ascend the Feugh in spring, but with the spates 
of autumn they swarm up, as also do a great many back-lying grilse, sea-trout, 
and whitling. 

In autumn the fishing is of little importance, as the fish, with few exceptions, 
are then ina gravid state, worthless in the way of sport. They, however, take 
the fly freely enough when the water is running in good colour and volume. 

The time one is likely to meet with most success in fishing the Feugh is 
between the 20th of June and the endof July. If fortunate to have the luck 
to fish high waters, particularly during the first four weeks of the time indi- 
cated, the angler, if possessed of a good knowledge of the casts, may frequently 
obtain surprising results. Very wet weather, commencing about the middle of 
June and continuing for a month, makes sure of a good season, and whenever 
the Feugh, in proportion to its size, is swollen to a greater extent than the Dee, 
grilse and sea-trout ascend in shoals. In the Bridge of Feugh pool (immediately 
below the fall) as many as 60 fish, salmon-grilse, sea-trout, and whitling, have 
been caught in a single day by fishing with dew-worms of a large size. Fly is 
almost useless in this catch. Ina filling water up toa certain size, and again 
after the water has fallen a certain extent, the best sport with worm is got, but 
it only continues for a short time, say, six or eight hours, as after that the water, 
failing flooding anew, gets so dark and keeps so dark for a day or two that the fish 
in consequence, strange though it may seem, seldom seek to engross the 
bait. _In this particular condition of water they are always bent 
on pushing up stream, and for days on. end in a favourable season may be 
seen, from the bridge, clearing the falls, Of salmon over 10lb. in weight com- 
paratively few manage to ascend. Most of the fish force their way up by the 
channel in the rock on the west side, which they reach by scuttling along either 
of its two branches, the one immediately above the bridge, the other in the 
rock underneath the principal arch, both of which directly connect it with the 
main body of water below—the Bridge Stream and pool. The Fall itself is not 
very imposing, but its surroundings are lovely—a harmonious blending of the 
rugged and sylvan producing a charming scenic effect. 

On account of extensive surface drainage on the hills, the Feugh has 
deteriorated greatly as a sport-affording stream. A spate is never of any con- 
tinuance nowadays : it comes down with great impetuosity and exhausts itself in 
avery short time. Lies are formed or destroyed by a single heavy spate, in 
consequence of the violent action of the water displacing sand and shingle. 
Several once excellent casts are now completely silted up. In 1885 and 1886 the 
grilse-fishing was an admitted failure, 30 to 40 fish constituting the entire 
catch, The weather was far too dry at the right time—in June and July—and 
any spates that did occur lasted only for aday. The sport is wholly dependent 
on the weather: in a wet season it is sure to be good, but owing to the 
speedy subsidence of the river from spate volume to an unfishable size, it is 
necessary for one to keep on the qué vive, and be ready to start fishing at the 
proper time. 

dn the haughs of Strachan the river in a number of places is deep and slow 
running: the soil along its banks is rich, and insect life is abundant ; but good 
takes of nice trout are, nevertheless, exceptional—exceptional because smolts 
in April and May, and parr all the season are very numerous, and these devour 
most of the food. Occassionally, however, when the water is coloured, a few 
large fry-fed trout are caught by fishing with worm. 

-For salmon and grilse the flies of most service in the Feugh are Silver Doc tor, 
Dusty Miller, Bumble Bee, Sun Fly (local), Feugh Wasp, Irishman, Childers, 
and Grey Heron. The Grey Heron is the best fly for evening use : from No.2 
to No. 4 insize, according to the light and the state of the water. The other 
flies are dressed on irons ranging from No. 5 to No. 9. In the “ back end,” 
Eagle’s Yellow and Grey kill well when the river is half in spate. 

In June ‘and July the flies most suitable for sea-trout are : orange mohair 
body, and woodcock wing ; green mohair body, and mallard wing ; yellow floss 
body, and landrail wing ; Badger, Professor, and Bumble Bee. In August— 
the river low and the sun bright—the forenoon is the best part of the day for 
fishing, and the Black Palmer (silver bodied), without a doubt, is the most 
serviceable fly. 

. The angler may fish the Feugh for trout anywhere except in the “ Forest” any 
time, or during the whole season, if provided with the following (the best) flies 
—viz., March Brown, Hare Lug, Professor, Priest, Partridge Ruff, Black 
Spider, Olive Quill, and Quill Gnat. Moderately large flies are of most use 
early in the season. Wormers sometimes make good baskets in July and 
August. Minnow-fishing, either for trout or salmon, is seldom tried. 

The proprietors of the Feugh fishings are the Marquis of Huntly ; Sir 
Thomas Gladstone, Bart., of Fasque; Dr. Farquharson, of Finzean, M.P. ; 
Mr. James T. Hay, of Blackhall ; Mr. T. Burnett- Ramsay, of 
Banchory Lodge; and Mr. Douglass, of ‘Tilquhillie. A  consider- 
able portion of the river is let to sportsmen. Most of these gentlemen 
readily grant permission to fish for trout, and sometimes allow a day’s angling 
for salmon and grilse. The tenant of Riverston House—which is let by Mr. T. 
Burnett-Ramsey—fishes the Bridge pool, and the water between it and the Dee 
—about 300 yards—from the left bank ; and the tenant of Invery House fishes 
the same water from the opposite bank, and also the Tilquhillie and Invery 
stretches above the Fall. Several of the casts in the Invery and Tilquhillie 
beats (which are fished chiefly from the Invery side) afford very good angling 
when newly-run fish are numerous, and the water in suitable ply. At several 
points along the lowermost two miles ef the river’s course the scenery is very 
pretty. Farther up stream the chief salmon and grilse casts are The Oaks, and 
the Rock cast immediately above, the Stream, Feughim’s Pot, and the broad 
water between it and the Stepping Stones, Powkessie, Cammieburn pool, Gate- 
side Pot, Smiddy pool, and the back streams up to the Bridge of Strachan, the 
Manse pool and streams above, the “ meetins” of the Dye, the Carriers’ pool, 
the Brae pool above the Ford, and the cast at the first turn in the haughs. Both 
above and below this there is much excellent spawning-ground. 

The Feugh is poached to a great extent in the “ back end” when fish are 
swarming up to spawn in the upper reaches. The natives areadepts at the black 
fishing ; and their winter supply of fish is always secured and kippered prior to 
the too late first appearance of the watchers appointed to look after the fish 
during the close season. Instead of being put on to watch after the havoc is 
committed, the bailiffs ought to be on duty on the 1st of October at the latest. 
It is manifest that a screw is loose somewhere, as in October, the month in 
which the brood fish are running in greatest numbers, no protection is afforded, 
the watchers only entering on duty on 1st November. In a word, the summer 


fishing, if it has not already suffered, must. by-and-by suffer, and that severely, | 


if the period of protection continues the same as at present. 
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From its sources till its waters unite with those of the Dyke, its most important 
tributary, the Feugh has much in common with the upland valley or glen 
streams of Aberdeenshire, and, as in their waters, so in its trout of a small size 
are particularly numerous. The scenery is of a varied and interesting character ; 
and in the upper sections of the valley the air is very invigorating. From 
Whitestone Inn upwards the whole of the river is practically open to the public, 
except during the shooting season—the <A’an, too. Dr. Farquharson, Mr. Hay, 
and Mr. Ramsay retain the fishings in their own hand—the latter, onlya part of 
his fishery—and are very liberal in granting permits. 

The principal routes of approach to the Feugh—the easiest and most direct— 
are all from the left side ; to the upper section from Aboyne, to the middle 
from Torphins or Kincardine O’Neil, and to the lower from Banchory. Best 
route for the nether waters : By rail from Aberdeen to Banchory, thence walk 
or drive. Rod season ; Feb. 11 to Oct. 31. 





MR. WILLIS-BUND ON FISH AND FISHING. 


On Wednesday evening Mr. Willis-Bund, Chairman of the Board of Conse? 
vators of the Severn Fishery District, gave a lecture at the Union Hotel, Union- 
street, Worcester, on ‘Fish and Fishing.” There was a large attendance. Mr. 
J. Ll. Bozward presided ; and there were also present Messrs. J. Stallard, jun. 
(clerk of the Severn Fishery Board), R. Wingfield (chairman of the district), 
J. Jeff (vice-chairman), A. Lacroix (secretary), W. Prosser (treasurer), J. A. 
Griffin, F. Hopkins, T. E. Meredith, J. Gwillam, S. T. Webb, G. Mapp, G. 
Morris, H. Griffiths, H. Hallett, A. Barrs, J. Ragimbeau, W. R. Ainslie, &e. ; 
and the following anglers from Kidderminster :—Messrs. James Redding, E. 
Lawrence, HE. Earp, John Bill, Joseph Giles, T. Pearsall, M. Hirst, E. Harti- 
well, R. Rogers, F. Fearneley, Thomas Ball, Joseph Brooks, Thomas Evans, 
Thomas George, J. Earl, &c. Letters of apology were announced from Sir 
Richard Harington, Bart., Ald. Williamson, Mr. Hubert Smith (Bridgnorth), 
and Mr. T. Southall. . The lecture was in connection with the United District 
Committee of Worcestershire Angling Societies. 

The Chairman remarked that they were greatly indebted to Mr. Willis-Bund 
for the important offices he filled in connection with the city and county, and 
they all remembered the good services that had beenrendered by Colonel Bund. 
(Hear, hear.) ‘ 

The Lecturer thought it his duty to apologise for having previously disappointed 
the Worcestershire anglers, and to explain that it had been an impossibility for him 
to attend on those occasions, and, in the course of his remarks, said that the subject 
he had been invited to speak about was a very wide one. He rather wished the 
subject would take the form of discussion, for this reason—he had never yet had 
the pleasure of speaking to any angler without learning something. That was a 
great reason why a number of our fishery inspectors had been such very great 
failures. They thought they knew everything ; but they did not understand the 
habits of fish nor the wants of fishermen, and the consequence was that the 
fishery laws very often worked in a way which did not promote the harmony to 
be desired. (Hear,hear.) He should like to see a better state of things than 
now prevailed with regard to fishing. He did not agree that a person who went 
out fishing and took the largest quantity of fish was by any means the best 
fisherman. <A great deal depended upon the tackle, supposing the fish were 
taking well. He glanced at one or two methods of poaching, and said that one 
important question was as to how far their knowledge extended with 


regard to the fish and their habits within the Severn district. He had 
tried to make out a list of the different fish in the Severn dis- 
trict, and the time they spawned; but he had not been successful 


in doing so, because he found several persons who said that some kinds of fish 
were found, and others said they were not. It certainly was very strange that, 
in a river one had lived on all one’s life and knew pretty well, one could 
not say what fish were to be found. He could not find anybody who could tell 
him accurately what different kinds of fish were found throughout the district. 
The common forms were very well known. There was a great opportunity for 
anglers to find out and take notes as to the different kinds of fish they met with 
in their angling excursions ; they should also try to make notes of the names 
given to fish in different parts of the country. Great confusion prevailed as to 
the names of fish in different places ; it would be very desirable, indeed, to 
know the different names of fish in different parts of the country. Different 
fish spawned at different times, and it was desirable to know as accurately as 
possible what those times were. He thought the close time—l5th of March 
and 15th of June—was not as good a close time as it might be, taking the whole 
district. (Hear, hear.) It did very well for certain kinds of fish, but he did 
not think it was by any means perfect. They wanted to learn from anglers 
what was the best time for the different kinds of fish ; that he had been trying 
to draw up, and intended to publish it in the report of the Severn Mishery 
Board. (Hear, hear.) There was another point of importance toangling. Fish 
were more difficult to catch in many streams than they used to be. He did not 
think the fish had become more educated—(laughter)—but many anglers made 
a mistake in the flies they used ; they did not pay sufficient attention to the 
districts they went to. The fly common in one part of the stream 
was by no means common in another part of the stream. 
More attention should be paid to the natural history of the 
country surrounding the river, so as to know what fly was _ best 
adapted to the different waters in which they fished. A great deal was said 
nowadays about artificial breeding of fish. In that matter he thought they had 
not yet obtained the perfect knowledge they ought to possess. A great deal of 
disappointment existed from ignorance and want of observation as to the food 
the fish were accustomed to, and the food on which they grew. What they 
really wanted was reliable investigation with regard to the food found in dif- 
ferent rivers in the district, and as to the fish best suited for the district. 
Whilst favourable to artificial breeding, he hoped before angling societies, or 
individuals, or fishery boards, or anyone else proceeded to do it on a large or 
systematic scale, that they would see that the fish they turned in were fish that 
would breed, and not cause disappointment by finding that the fish were sterile 
and not fit for the streams. Another important point was with regard to the 
rain and temperature, and other matters connected with the river. They had no 
register that he knew of to show what temperature was required in order to 
hatch out fish. He should like the Fishery Board to publish a statement as to 
the usual conditions of each fish. It was important to observe the points of 
distinction between samlets and trout. The Kidderminster Society helped him 
very much last year, and he hoped other angling societies would do the same, 
with regard to sending records of the fish caught from time to time in the 
Severn district. There was a difference of opinion as to the number of fish, 
and they should have conclusive evidence to show whether the fisheries 
were improving or not. Probably when the by-law which had 
been brought forward through, the influence of Mr. Wingfield and 
Mr. Griffin was passed by the Board, and confirmed by the Board 
of Trade, an inquiry would take place, If they showed that the fish 
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were decreasing, they would make a strong case for the by-law; but if the 
fishermen made out that the fish had increased, it would tell against the by-law. 
There was a movement going on to prevent people fishing where they had been 
accustomed to fish for many years past. He said advisedly that it would be a 
very evil day for this country when the waters in the neighbourhood of large 
towns were inaccessible to anglers of all classes who conducted themselves 
properly and respectably. (Hear, hear.) The number of anglers had greatly 
increased ; where there used to be one there were now ten. The increase in 
the number of licenses demanded from the Board that they ought to pay more 
attention to angling than they had done. (Hear, hear.) The whole of the 
angling societies of the country ought to unite together to protect their interests 
as far as possible, and to prevent persons being excluded from fishing where they 
had been accustomed to fish. On Sundays, if, instead of seeing young men 
loafing about at public-houses and doing nothing, they would go out into the 
country with some respectable object—and fishing, he thought, was one—it 
would be the very best thing for all classes of the country. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Barrs expressed an opinion that if the driggle-net were done away with the 
fish would grow larger, and there would be more fish. Anglers would do all they 
could to give information to the Board. 

Mr. Lacroix (secretary of the Worcester United Anglers’ Association) said he 
was quite prepared to send to the Board a book containing the names of the 
anglers who caught fish. 

Mr. Wingfield (secretary of the Izaak Walton Club) endorsed the remarks of 
Mr. Barrs, and said that the takes of fish were not only Jess in number, but 
less in size. 

Mr. Earp (secretary of the United Brothers Angling Society, Kidderminster), 
spoke to the same effect. 

The lecturer, replying to a question, said it had been held that no person had 
a right to fish in any water in which trout were even occasionally found with 
anything with which trout might be caught without taking out a license. 

A conversation took place with regard to the prohibition of night lines, and a 
suggestion was made to offer prizes for the best specimens of fish. The lecturer 
said he should have pleasure in offering a Challenge Cup to be competed for in a 
similar way that the Association Cup was competed for by football clubs, this 
cup to be competed for by the various angling clubs in Worcestershire. 

Votes of thanks having been accorded to Mr. Willis-Bund and the chairman, 
the proceedings terminated. 





THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 
By EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE. 
(Continued from page 208.) 
BEFORE finally bidding farewell to the Kentish county town, we 
may remark that there is, in the immediate vicinity, some very 
excellent private fishing, which, by a little local influence, may be 
placed at the disposal of the “stranger who is within our gates.” 

The county town has many attractions, apart from possessing every facility 
for the angler. There is a very fine museum, with numerous piscine specimens ; 
there are innumerable lovely walks in view of charming landscapes ; and there is 
an extremely interesting parish church, which stands out prominently at the 
riverside, and forms a striking feature in every picture of the town. 

To the angler whose pockets are not overflowing with “ the root of all 
evil” we may give a timely hint that bed and breakfast at respectable hostel- 
ries may be put down at the not exorbitant figure of half-a-crown, and the 
price of a boat for fishing purposes for one day is four shillings, which 
includes all the necessary boating apparatus. 

There is one advantage which the ‘Thames angler possesses over his brother of 
the Medway. The railway companies endeavour to foster his patronage by the 
issue of special fishing tickets to the angling resorts of the river. ‘The com- 
panies do not study the Medway so liberally in this respect, as they grant cheap 
tickets for anglers only as far as Hast Farleigh, and, of course, these tickets are 
not available for Maidstone. In such an important matter we might appeal to 
our London brethren to make an effort for their own benefit. If an extension 
of the journey were allowed to Maidstone, further fields of sport would be 
opened out, and many incidental pleasures might be added to the trip which at 
present lands the angler not on, but merely close to, some of the best stocked 
swims on the river. 

The railway facilities for reaching Maidstone (from which point you can 
work readily any part of the river) are easy enough to the Londoner. 
The South-Eastern Company run many trains from Charing-cross, Cannon- 
street, Waterloo, and London-bridge, and the London, Chatham, and Dover 
Company have an excellent service of trains from Victoria, Holborn, Elephant 
and Castle, Brixton, and other suburban places. The journey on either line is 
made under two hours, and by some trains may be performed in about an hour 
and ten minutes. But by none of these trains are cheap angling tickets issued 
to Maidstone, the full return fare of 5s. being charged. 

Any readers of the FisuinG GAzeTTE who may desire further details, or who 
may wish to make a trial of the river, have only to drop a post-card to us previous 
to coming down, and with pleasure we will afford any assistance in our power. 

Let us now proceed with some directions as to the bottom-fishing swims in 
the river above the point at which we left our readers previous to going 
“‘a-chubbing ’—viz., at the “ Bream Hole,” near Sill’s Wharf. Immediately 
above Tovil Bridge, notwithstanding the foul state of the water, there are 
some good fish frequently taken. Just here the refuse from a paper-making 
mill finds its way into the Medway, and, although much improvement has of late 
been made in the state of the water, the stream hereabouts cannot be termed (to 
put it mildly) pellucid. Nevertheless there is no real pollution now, nor any- 
thing to materially harm the fish or fishing. Sport can be had here among the 
roach and bream, and at times perch can be taken at the mouth of what is known 
as Tovil Creek. Several capital swims exist between this spot and Hast Far- 
leigh ; but we have space to particularise only a few, as we must be getting on, 
or our journey will be interminable. One of these swims is immediately above 
Brooks's boat-house. This is a favourite haunt of one of the most inveterate 
anglers of the locality, whose imperturbability is never disturbed, even though 
he have no bite in the course of a whole morning’s fishing ; this must not, 
however, be taken as an indication that there are no fish to be caught here. On 
these unfortunate occasions the angler in question indulges in the consolatory 
reflection that the fish have “ gone a-shrimping”! Several fine perch have been 
grassed here. 

We need hardly remind our readers that we are again going over the chub 
ground to which we recently introduced them. Of course, the chub may be 
taken with other bait than the artificial fly ; in fact, he will sometimes ravenously 
PAL the cockroach or the wasp-grub in preference to any artificial allure- 
ment. 

Another favourite place is just past Brooks’ Summer House, on the same side 





of the river. Here there is a good roach swim, and at times some capital dace 
may be captured. 

Then we come to what is known as the High Mound, a spot easily dis- 
tinguished by the stranger. This is a capital crib for roach, bream, and tench. 
Then, on the right bank of the river, we pass through a pair of “clap- 
gates,” and under the second large tree from these gates there is another spot 
where sport may be expected. 

On the left bank, too, the fisherman will discover places at which his time 
will not be wasted ; we may mention the swims in the neighbourhood of Mr, 
Ellis’s boathouse, and another in close proximity to a clump of large elm trees, 
which will be seen on the left, just before entering Farleigh Bay. ‘These are 
excellent swims for roach and bream. Unless the angler have a boat, he must 
obtain the permission of Mr. Ellis, the owner of the land at these spots ; 
even when a boat is under service it is advisable to land, as the river is narrow 
here and it is best not to fish more than 12ft. out, as passing boats may disturb 
the swim. 

In East Farleigh Bay, some little distance higher up, where we had the adven- 
ture with the shoal of chub, various fish offer themselves to the angler’s art. We 
have taken here carp, roach, bream, tench, chub, pike, perch, and dace, as heavy 
as any we have taken at other parts of the river. On the left bank, just below 
the waterfall, there is a well-loved spot, at which we have spent many a sunny 
morning with practical results. We would simply add, in relation to this place 
—hbeware of the bottom! It is a capital one for the tackle merchant. 

Let not our readers think that we have entirely forgotten the pike. We 
intend to take them for a day’s pike-fishing shortly, and accordingly shall defer 
our remarks with reference to Hsoz Lucius, and where he can be caught, or at 
least tried for, until we come to deal with that part of our subject. 

We have received several communications asking if we intend to give any 
description-of special tackle or methods of fishing which have proved of marked 
success in the Medway. We have had the subject under consideration some 
time, and if our Editor thinks it desirable, we will treat of this after the con- 
clusion of our journey up the river. 

At Hast Farleigh, which is about three miles from Maidstone, the country 
wears an appearance equal to that of a garden in its highest state of cultivation. 
The eye is attracted by an ancient Gothic bridge, in parts overgrown with ivy, 
beneath which 

“ The silvery Medway glides, and on her breast 
Reflects the varied landscape.” 


The South-Eastern Railway Company have a_ station close to the river. 
Cheap anglers’ tickets are issued from London. Mrs. Tapsfield, of the Bull 
Inn, backed up by her civil and ever-obliging daughters, will provide you 
with all that the inner man requires, including rest, at a moderate charge. 

Next week we shall take our readers above Farleigh Bridge, and point out the 


good ‘swims ” there. 
(To be continued.) 








NORE: 


Tur date of the Dianer of the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association is altered from 
the 7th to the 9th of December. Mr. Pritt, the hon. sec., tells us that the 
weather in Yorkshire is so bad that he has commenced to build himself an ark 
after Noah's pattern, only with a gallery round the outside to fish from. He 
thinks Noah lost a splendid chance of making the biggest bag on record. 

* * * * 


We are glad to find that one large Redditch firm, Messrs. Warner and Sons, 
are willing to consider the wants of those who wse hooks —viz., anglers—and not 
merely those who sell them. Anglers will remember that Messrs. Warner and 
Co., of Redditch, and Hutchinson, of Kendal, supply hooks numbered in a 
rational manner. We hope in time other firms will see their way at any rate 
to number the hooks used by anglers on the “increasing in size from No. 1 
system,” 
at ae A * * 


“Spectator ” has the following notes in the Darlington and Stockton Times :— 


“ ANGLING EXTRAORDINARY IN THE TEES, 

“The other day a remarkable thing happened. I found myself with an idle day 
on hand, and in order to pass the time away I went to see the Barnard Castle salmon- 
fishers at work. There another remarkable occurrence took place. The anglers 
were engaged near to a leap, and for fully two hours they flogged—I think that is 
the correct term—the water with a patience and persistence that excited my admira- 
tion and surprise. All this time, however, the local river-watcher for the Fishery 
Board had been standing by chatting pleasantly with us all, and at last he left us 
and went off home. Then, as if by magic, fish were landed in quick succession, 
Out and out they came until one individual had secured some thirty fish, sea and 
bull-trout mainly. It was prime fun, I heard that one angler had been very for- 
tunate this season, and had landed nigh on a hundred. Strange to say, it is no 
uncommon thing for the fish to be shy, off their feed, and quite uncatchable when 
the official watcher is anywhere about ; but as soon as he turns his back then come 
those wonderful baskets which anglers boast of, and non-anglers envy and desire, 
I would here ask, Whence this thusness? and pause for a reply.” 

& * * ce x 

Punch says :—“ Izaak WatrTon’s StatuE.—A_ handsome subscription will be 
raised before the statue is erected. An inscription is wanted for the pedestal. 
‘Something about a rod’ is generally proposed. Mr. Punch suggests—a simple 
line.” 

‘i * * Ed * a 

“Canadian” is advertising in our columns for particulars of some place in 
Devon, Cornwall, or S. Wales where he can rent a cottage and get first-class 
sea-fishing, with good salmon and trout-fishing. If any of our readers can give 
information likely to be useful to our correspondent we shall be obliged. 

a a st se * 


Messrs. George Grossmith, Durward Lely, and Heather Bigg had a lively 
time among the Ringwood roach on Monday, the 18th inst. They only fished 
a few hours, and bagged nearly 70lb.—several about 2lb., and a great many 


from 1lb. to 141b. Hurdle, the urbane, was in attendance. 
a ae as 


ae aS 


We are continually getting queries of this nature :— Would you kindly in- 
form me, through the medium of your paper, the best place, in your estimation, 
for pike-fishing within easy reach of North London? Being a stranger, I 
should feel greatly obliged—W. J. B.” There is the Welsh Harp Reservoir 
and Elstree Reservoir, near Hendon. We know no other places. Correspondents 
appear to forget that there are many thousands of anglers in London, and to 
get good fishing near it is a most difficult matter. : 

a ae s * 

Mr. John Moysey, a member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, has been getting very 

good sport about Aberdeen during the month, On Tuesday, the 5th inst., he 
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repeated Mr. Clouston’s feat at the tidal water of the Ythan by landing a 
splendid fish of 21lb. The extreme lowness of the river no doubt accounts for 
these exceptional cases of luck in salt water, as the salmon cannot getup. On 
Friday, the 8th, Mr. Moysey got another 16lb. weight in the Seaton water on 
the Don, and notwithstanding the “ dynamitards,” who have suddenly developed 
there, he landed three fish the following Thursday in about twenty minutes, 
almost at the spot where the outrage is supposed to have taken place. The 
three fish weighed respectively 831b., 631b,, and 441b, 
* st * * 

For about the first time this year the Thames is in really first-rate condition 
for angling. The water is not at all high, but a very good colour, and the fish 
are mostly feeding very well. As yet there have been no frosts of any import- 
ance, and so recently as last week a good bag of barbel was made in an Upper 
Thames weir pool. Perch, in particular, are well on the feed, taking the minnow 
greedily ; but the small ones are a great trouble. These fish are undoubtedly 
Increasing rapidly, and if anglers will persistently return undersized fish, the 
Thames should, in a year or two, regain her position as a perch stream. As yet 
perch have not got into the deep holes and eddies, but are to be found in 
er water on the edge of sharp streams where the bottom is gravel or 
sand, 

* * * * * 

We had a striking experience a day or two back of the effect of electricity, 
or, rather, of the electric condition of the atmosphere, on fish. We had been 
paternostering for a couple of hours with fair success, getting fish, little or big, 
indeed, almost wherever we fished. At about half-past three o'clock the perch 
suddenly ceased biting, and from a conversation we had with two anglers whom 
we met we learnt that both chub and roach had behaved in exactly the same 
unpleasant manner. Nota bite from either of these varieties of fish could we 
obtain after that time. There was nothing, apparently, to account for this queer 
behaviour on the part of the fish ; but in the distance we noticed a black cloud 
just rising up above the horizon. At five o’clock we gave up fishing in disgust. 
That night the mystery was solved. About ten o’clock commenced what we 
may term a chronic thunderstorm, which kept up a constant rattle and rumble 
for many hours, until breakfast-time the next day. Meanwhile, the lightning 
flashed incessantly, and did no little damage, setting fire toa house in the neigh- 
bourhood. The air must have been charged to an extraordinary extent with 
electricity, and it was the approach of this disturbance which, without doubt, 
took away the fishes’ appetites. It was remarkable that the barometer remained 
steady all through the storm. 

ae ae 


ae 


There is a moral to the foregoing, which is : When fish go off the feed at a 
time they ought to be taking well, look out for squalls. 
* * * * * 

Since writing the foregoing, the storm to which we have alluded has caused 
a sudden change for the worse in the river; but before the majority of our 
readers have read these lines we expect the water will have again got into geod 
order—better, indeed, than before. 

* a3 * * * 

Jack-fishers should be looking out their tackle, for they have a chance now in 
the Thames which does not occur often. These fish are certain to feed well 
while the water is clearing. Big baits and big sport should be the order of the 
cece & & st * 

The mildness of the weather will be brought as forcibly to anglers’ minds by 
the news that gudgeon are still taking well, as by the information that straw- 
berry plants have recently blossomed for the second time this year. 

ae ae ue a ae 

We have at last something concerning public rights on the Thames upon 
which to congratulate the public. Bond, the boat-owner of Maidenhead, whose 
name figured not long ago as the owner of a launch which ran down a rowing- 
boat, was indicted at the Bucks Quarter Sessions, on Tuesday last, for obstruct- 
ing the free passage of the Thames at Maidenhead Bridge. Bond asserted that 
the public had no right to pass over the towing-path in front of his premises ; 
but the Thames Conservancy, who undertook the prosecution, contended there 
had been a path there from time immemorial. The jury found a verdict of 
guilty, and Bond was bound over in his own recognisances of £100 to come up 
for judgment when called upon. 

a ae as ak ae 

We hope this is the beginning of better things on the part of the Conser- 
yators. We have no sympathy with Bond ; but he may think himself badly 
used indeed if, while he is punished, those riparian owners who attempt to 
obstruct the free use of the towpath at various places go scot free. 

% : 2 4% * 

A gold medal for their cane-built and other rods has been awarded to Messrs. 
Hardy Bros. by the Jurors of the Liverpool International Exhibition. This 
makes the twenty-seventh prize Messrs. Hardy have taken since 1881. 





THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


THE annual supper, which is commemorative of the foundation of the society, 
and on this occasion the celebration of its fiftieth year, took place in the club- 
room at the Mona Hotel, Henrietta-street, Covent-garden, on Wednesday 
evening last. Mr. R. S. Fennings, the respected treasurer, occupied the chair, 
and Mr. Thomas Huggett the vice-chair. There was agood attendance of mem- 
bers, including Dr. Brunton, Dr. Coates, the Rev. G. Sumner, Messrs. David 
Goodger, James Lander (hon. sec.), Henry Gray (librarian), J. Ross-Faulkner, 
#®. J. Walker, W. H. Brougham, R. E. Booker, R. C. Blundell, A. Arter, J. Hill, 
H. Harden, Edward Foreman, B. Perelli-Rocco, &., &c. An excellent supper 
was provided and well served up. A very interesting letter was read from Mr. 
F. G. Pearce, the father of the society, expressive of his regret, through indis- 
position, at being absent on that occasion ; and although he would be unable to 
attend any further meetings of the society, he would be glad to see any of his 
old friends who would give him the pleasure of acall. He referred to the circum- 
stance that in the year 1836, with some friends fishing successfully for barbel at 
Teddington Weir, led to the formation of the Piscatorial Society. Mr. Pearce 
concluded his letter, the reading of which was frequently applauded, by in- 
forming those present that at ten o’clock he would be drinking their healths 
and wishing success to the society. The chairman, by a happy arrangement at 
the same hour, proposed ‘‘ The health of their old friend, Mr. F: G. Pearce,” all 
those present standing up and most heartily drinking to the toast. The only 
other item in the way of toasts was the fixture of “Success to the Piscatorial 
Society,” and, as all knew it was never on a surer or firmer basis, the chairman 
felt he should be giving the greatest importance to the toast by its simple pro- 
posal, and the response was demonstrative of the deep attachment all felt for 
its welfare. Several of the members and friends contributed some excellent 
harmony, and altogether the evening was spent in the happiest manner,—B, 
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NEW REELS. 


Mr. REUBEN HEATON’S “ Strike from the Winch” trout reel is one 
of the best you can use. He considers he has recently improved it 
by putting a screw with milled head in centre of back in place of the 
old sunk screw. Some anglers may prefer the modification, but we 
think the advantages are more than counterbalanced by the chances 
of catching your line round the screw head. The beauty of Mr. 
Heaton’s winch is that, in addition to being very light and strong, 
you can regulate the pull as you please. 

One or two other new patent reels have come to hand recently. 
We shall be glad if the inventors will kindly point out their 
supposed advantages—the disadvantages are patent enough. 





THE LEE, SOUTH OF IRELAND. 


Tuk angling season on the Lee and its tributaries closed this week, and the 
close time is now in full operation in the South of Ireland, if we exclude the 
river Blackwater, which river runs open till the end of the month. The review 
of the past year’s angling on the Lee does not afford matter for favourable 
comment. There was a sensible falling off in sport. The decline in the salmon 
fisheries of the Lee has been gradual there for the last few years. The fact is 
proved, not only by the results in angling, but in the product of the year’s net- 
fishing. In the months of February and March very few spring salmon were 
taken in the upper reaches of the Lee. There had been floods. Nothing was 
wanting in the condition of the river to account for the non-appearance of 
salmon in places where formerly they were in abundance at the same period. 
There could be only one explanation—the stock of salmon was manifestly short. 
The sport in the lower section of the river in the two months referred to was 
good, but not exceptionally so. Later on, towards the end of March and in 
April, as the fish began to move up from the lower streams, sport improved, but 
it never equalled the sport experienced in former years. The peal-fishing was 
also indifferent, and the autumn angling proved almost barren of results. I 
cannot give statistics with regard to the year’s fishing, but I have heard from 
those who live on the bank, and with whom fishing is a regular occupation from 
year to year, that their results for the year proved the lowest average for a long 
time. We would be sorry to attribute the decline in the fisheries to any natural 
decay of the salmon species ; we believe it is attributable to preventible causes. 
The state of the country and the position of landlords have left the funds of the 
Conservators inadequate to cope with poaching. What with an extensive 
system of drift-netting pursued all over the harbour and tidal portion of the 
river, with gaffing parties at weirs watching every opportunity to snatch the 
ascending fish, with poisoning when the water runs low, and with the various 
other devices for destroying fish illegally, it is impossible that the Conservators, 
with their present resources, can give more than partial protection. They are 
at present out of funds, and have no means to provide against winter poaching. 
An effort is being made to revive the Anglers’ Club, which did such splendid 
service before. It is feared the effort will prove unsuccessful, although it is 
supported by such men as Sir Oriel Forster, Mr. R. Dunscombe, Mr. Barles, 
Mr. Bowen, and others, who have always taken a deep interest in the preserva- 
tion of the salmon fisheries. I am afraid, with such apathy shown to local 
interests, that Mr. Marston’s appeal, which I see in this day’s Cork Herald, 
to the anglers of this district for support in his efforts to have a statue erected 
to Walton, will prove a profitless task. ANGLER. 
Cork, Oct. 15. 





SEVERN FISHERY BOARD. 


Ar the meeting of the Board, held on Thursday at Shrewsbury, a resolution of 
Mr. Anstice for the non-confirmation of the by-law passed at the last meeting, 
restricting the manner of fishing for freshwater fish between the Verniew and 
Tewkesbury Weir, was defeated. The Shropshire and Worcestershire anglers, 
therefore, are victorious. 


TT TE BO ET 


Aw Ink Rrver.—In Algeria there is a small stream which the chemistry of 
nature has turned into true ink. It is formed by the union of two rivulets, one of 
which is very strongly impregnated with iron, while the other meandering through 
a peat marsh, imbibes gallic acid. Letters have been written with this compound 
of iron and gallic acid, which unite to form the little river. 


Wr have pleasure in announcing that Messrs. Sutton and Sons, Seedsmen by 
Royal Warrants to H.M. the Queen and H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, Reading, have 
been awarded a gold medal for their extensive exhibit of seeds, grasses, &c., at Liver- 
pool, while it should also be mentioned that, in addition to this, Messrs. Sutton 
received the award of a gold medal for the magnificent display of horticultural 
produce, seeds, and grasses in growth, made by them at the Royal Horticultural 
Society's great provincial show in the adjoining Wavertree Park, on June 29th and 
following days, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible, | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of delegates took place on Monday evening, October 18th, 
at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road, the representatives of 49 angling clubs 
attending and taking part in the business. The minutes of the previous monthly 
meeting were read and confirmed ; the secretary exhibited the new stamp of the 
association, which was highly approved. The appointment of a new local bailiff on 
the Lea was the first matter for consideration. Mr. Green, of the engine-house at 
Ware, was proposed and unanimously elected; he will take from Ware Bridge to 
Hertford Lock, being centrally situated between them. From the nature of his busi- 
ness, he will be about night and day, and will be a valuable acquisition to our staff, 
Information had been given of the intention to draw off the water at Newhall lock, 
and Mr, Williams had been down to look after it, and reported that everything had 
passed off quite satisfactorily. Two scrutineers were required to go through the 
books of the other association, in order to arrive at the amount due from them to- 
wards the Fisheries Society ; Mr. A. W. Parker and Mr. H. J. Tibbatts were ap- 
pointed. Auditors were next chosen to audit the half-yearly accounts of the Anglers’ 
Association—namely, Messrs. Adean, Court, and Toynbee. Bailiff’s reports :—Mr. 
Page had been out on Oct, 10th from Broxbourne to the Fish and Hels, and on to St. 
Margaret’s ; five small perch were returned. Oct. 17: Baldock, of Ware, reported 
good all-round fishing and weeds clearing away. J. Verdun, Clapton, reported river 
still in abad state, owing to sewage. Mr. Clarke had taken from Broxbourne to Ware— 
nothing special to report, Visiting officers reports :—Mr. Manning had been to the 
Hearts of Oak on Sept. 28 ; eleven clubs were represented, and he had a very good attend- 
ance. He visited the Hoxton Brothers Oct, 11th, and seventeen clubs answered. Mr, 
Thorling had a visit at the St. John’s, at which fourteen clubs were represented. 
Bailiffs to visit the Lea during the next four Sundays were asked for—Messrs. 
Clarke, Manning, Murphy, and Bunn volunteered, Two bailiffs were next asked for 
to undertake to assist a local bailiff where some rough-and-tumble work may not 
be improbable, and were at once forthcoming: A letter was read from Mr. Page, 
resigning his appointment as committeman, and expressing his sorrow at having to 
leave us on account of pressing engagements. Proposed by Mr. Adean, seconded by 
Mr. Parker, that a letter be written to him expressing our cordial thanks for his 
past services, and trusting, when his engagements permit, to see him again amongst 
us. The application for a subscription of five shillings to the Izaak Walton Testi- 
monial was brought on, and the amount asked for duly voted. Several members 
expressed the opinion that a statue of so great a man ought to be erected in London 
and by London anglers. Mr. Murphy gave notice of motion that he should shortly 
move the desirability of entrusting the preservation and renting of waters to a sub- 
committee of six or eight, Everyone will be glad to hear that remarkable success 
is attending the efforts of our president to obtain some sort of right to preserve the 
river Stort, and he is codfident that by continued pegging away, this grand measure 
will be accomplished. The following clubs answered to roll-call :—Anglers’ Pride, 
Bostonian, Burnaby Brothers, Burdett, Brunswick, Bermondsey Piscatorials, City of 
London, Cavendish, Conyivial, Clapton, Cobden, Dalston, Crown and Buckland, 
Hustonian, Edmonton and Tottenham, Good Intent, Globe, Gresham, Greenwich, 
Hammersmith United, Hoxton Brothers, Izaak Walton, Metropolitan, North Eastern, 
Prince of Wales, Peckham Brothers, Queen’s, Royal George, Richmond Piscatorials, 
Rodney, Midland, South Hornsey, St. Johns’s, Stoke Newington, South Hackney, 
South London, Sun Dial, Sociable Brothers, United Brothers, Victoria, Rising Sun, 
Waltonians, West Ham, Westbourne Park, Wellington, Mildmay, Waggoners, Black- 
friars, Prince Arthur, Business concluded with a hearty vote of thanks to the 
chairman at 10.15, ‘The number of the last privilege ticket issued by the Anglers’ 
Association on Monday last was 2943.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

i ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 10s, 6d. 
donation from S$. Mead (treasurer, Hoxton Brothers Angling Society), and 10s, 
donation from the Convivial Angling Society —R. GHURNEY, sec. 

AMICABLH BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Oct. 17th the following members weighed in fish :—Messrs, Harding, roach, 
lb, 120z,; Bryant, roach, 1b. 150z. ; jack, 3lb,; Haynes, roach, 2lb.; Say, roach, 
7b, 130z, Wednesday, Oct. 20th, Mr. Willis, roach, 3lb.—J. WORLEDGE, 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Takes during the week were small. Messrs. W. Edwards and Paine had a nice 
show of roach and perch from the Wey. Our next contest for three prizes takes 
place at Windsor on che 24th inst.—8.23 a.m. from Clapham Junction. The return 
visit of the Anglers’ Association will be paid to this club on Tuesday, Noy. 2nd, 
when all anglers will receive a hearty welcome. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 17th inst., but only three weighed in, Mr, 
Davison heading the list with 1031b. of capital roach from the Upper Thames ; Mr, 
Sheryval, 3lb. roach; Mr. Dodson, 21h. of the same fish.—A. Conn, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ladies’ concert on Friday was again well attended, the only damper being the 
wet weather, which was the means of keeping a lot of the feminine gender away ; 
nevertheless a pleasant evening was spent by all present in the style so well known 
to the visitors of the B.P.S. The next ladies’ concert will take place on Friday, 
Noy. 12th, when the distribution of private prizes for the quarter will take place, 
Several prizes were promised for the next outing,on Nov. 14th. Messrs. J.C. Fisher, 
H. Woodstock, and W. Monday were balloted members. Sport was poor on the 17th, 
only the following members succeeding in weighing-in :—Mr. J. Smith, five barbel, 
7b. 140z.; G. Salisbury, one jack, 4b, 4oz.; H. Brian, one bream, 3b. 13402. ; S. 
Bryan, one barbel, 2lb. 12502. ; Massey, sen., 11 roach and dace, 2Ib. 7z0z. ; and W. G. 
Ersser, six roach, 1lb. 7oz. Total, 221b. 1040z. Mr. J. Deplidge was also out barbel- 
fishing at Bourne End, He succeeded in landing a nice plump trout of over 3$1b., 
which was returned to the water in the presence of Mr. Woodley and friend, of High 
Wycombe, This is the second fish taken by members of the B.P.S. since the close of 
the trout season, ‘“ Fisherman’s luck!” He was more fortunate on Monday, for he 
captured six barbel and four roach, weighing 111b. 40z. I have nothing more parti- 
cular to write, only that gentlemen wishing to join our lines had better do so while 
there is a chance foraswim, Our club-room will shortly be altered, and I have 
reason to believe that it will be one of the finest club-rooms in South London. For 
information of those wishing to join, our subscription is 16s, 6d, per annum, includ- 
ing all necessaries for a working member, and 7s. for a honorary member. Address : 
Brunswick Arms, Brunswick-street, Blackfriars,—STEWART BRYAN, hon, sec. 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY, 

During the last month we have had some very fair shows of fish at the above club. 
Amongst the numerous takes have been some very fine trays of roach from the Stort 
by Mr, Steggles, a nice jack from Lea by Mr. Jamieson, and a fine roach of 1b. 241b. 
by Mr, Burningham,—J, D. 

CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 
_ On the 17th inst. Mr. Granfield had an assortment of roach, rudd, perch, dace, and 
jack, total weight, 7lb. 100z.; Mr. Sollieux, roach, 3lb. 60z, Other members 
weighed-in, but their takes were small,—c, 
CASTLE PISCATORIALS, 

The following takes have been weighed-in since last report :—Mr. Millbourn, 
two jack 3l1b. 5oz., five roach 41b. 440z.; M. Leyenberg, eighteen roach 5lb. 302., five 
dace 13}0z, ; Mr. Beete, Thames, one jack 3lb. 120z.—F. E. LONGLEY, hon, sec, 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

On the 17th inst., Messrs. Rundell and J, Garratt visited the Thames, but their 

shows of fish were very poor. Mr, W. Garratt, however, had a nice little show of 





roach from the Colne, the largest going 141b., and a dace which scaled just on 31b. 
On the 31st the members have a roving competition at Woking, all fish to weig¢h.— 


JACKO, 
CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Geo. Colls in the 
chair, Regular business was transacted, including the election of a new member 
and the nomination of another. Mr. Colls and Mr. Banham hada good day amongst 
the jack in private waters, and Mr. Thomas had some fine roach from the Copper 
Mill. Several members reported haying been “out,” but with no special success. 
The first smoking concert of this season takes place on Monday next at the Swan, 
at 8p.m, I trust members and friends will show up well, as I can promise them an 
excellent entertainment, many of our old favourites having promised their services. 
HENRY Howss, hon. sec. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of the members of this society fished a match on the 9th inst. in the 
smaller Lea at Waltham Cross, when only two were successful, viz., Mr. Harris (taking 
first prize with a small jack), and Mr. Harris (the second with two small roach), 
There are three prizes left to be fished for, which will take place on the 24th inst., 
go-where-you-please. Members who compete to start in the morning, not overnight, 
or they will be disqualified from taking a prize. Several of our members were out 
on the 17th inst., when the following gentlemen weighed-in some good perch :—Mr, 
Stainsby, two perch, one l1lb. 740z. and one 11b. 30z.; Mr. Pilgrim, one perch, 
1lb. 2$0z.; and Mr. Harris, two perch, one 1lb. 3}0z. and onellb. The following 
gentlemen also weighed-in roach :—Messrs. Caswell, Newbon, Palmer, Barrett, 
Langton, Allen, and Severn jack and roach. Our next meeting night will take place 
on the 27th inst., when we hope to have as many members present as can possibly 
attend, there being business of importance to settle—H. PALMER. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY, 

There were not many fish brought in on the 17th, but they were good specimens, 
Mr. Archer, chub ; Mr. Newton, chub; Mr. Wilkinson, jack and a few good roach, 
On the 19th there was a good attendance of members, One proposition, The mem- 
bers resolved to fish at Pangbourne on the 3lst for a good list of prizes ; roam of 
water. Our smoking concert will take place on Monday, Nov. 1st; Mr. H. J. 
Tibbatts charman, Mr. W. H. Beckett vice-chairman, I hope all members will 
come and support that noble institution—the Anglers’ Benevolent Society.—R, 


MurpHy. 
GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Monday last, Messrs. Kaifes and J. H. Rich went down to the river Stour, and 
the former caught twenty-three roach weighing 11lb. 440z., and the latter twelve 
roach, which scaled 5lb. 7oz.—W. K. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

There was a large attendance on Tuesday evening at the ordinary weekly meeting 

of the society, when the chair was occupied by J. C. Bartlett, Esq. The usual 


routine business was‘concluded, and correspondence read, including a notice from the 


Homerton United as to the next district visit. The report of the outing of the 
members to Maldon having been read, a discussion followed, which included sea- 
fishing, &c, ; eventually it was resolved that a letter be sent from the Gresham 
suggesting to the Anglers’ Association the desirability of extending the privilege 
tickets, if possible, so as to include those places available for sea-fishing. Mr, 
Ghurney attended the meeting, and returned the field-glass lent by the Gresham to 
the !keeper of ‘the Waltham water. The next business was to report progress of 
the “ Winchester Cathedral Izaak Walton Fund,” instituted by the Gresham Society 
at the end of September, After a short discussion, it was proposed by Dr. Brunton, 
seconded by Mr. Parker, and resolved unanimously that Mr. Tayler, hon. sec., of 
the Fund, be authorised to solicit the co-operation of the editors of ‘certain 
sporting papers, the Anglers’ Association, and Central Association, in forming a 
committee to carry out the proposed object. A vote of thanks was also accorded 
to Mr. Tayler for the energetic manner in which he had, as hon. sec., initiated and 
carried on the Fund. An interesting account was given by Dr. Brunton of his 
exploits with the salmon in the ‘‘ North Countree” during the past weck ; needless 
to say, the narration was received with the attention always accorded to the 
worthy doctor, A cordial vote of thanks to the:chairman concluded the meeting.— 


Pro, H. 
GOLDEN BARBEL. 

On the 17th inst. the following had fish :—Messrs. H. Henrie, roach; T, Adams, 
jack; C. L., roach ; A. Crow, roach and dace ; J. Green, roach and perch ; De Perran, 
jack ; J. Trowbridge, roach; J. Stanton, roach and dace; S. Fowler, roach; H, 
Shaw, perch ; C. Chapman, jack and roach—making tbe gross weight up to about 
501b. all told. Members are requested not to forget the November competition.— 


PIXIE, 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 
On the 17th, 8. Cole had a fine show of roach and one chub from the Lea, the 
total weight 12lb.; G, Hunt, 51b, loz, roach from the Upper Thames,—R. GHURNEY, 


sec, 
HOWICK BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, ; 

A complimentary visit will be paid to the Howick Brothers Angling Society, Lord 
Howick, Trinity-street, Woolwich, on Monday, the 25th inst. Members wishing 
to visit the Royal Arsenal will please meet at the Arsenal Station at 2 o’clock, 
Members who are unable to join the party will please proceed to club-house, A 
concert will be given, commencing at 8 o’clock.—F. HoDSsEL, sec. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, aS 

On the 17th inst. several of our members were out, The following weighed-in :— 
Messrs. Pain, roach and dace; Pyne, barbel, chub, and roach; Geale, perch and 
gudgeon ; North, gudgeon; Clark, gudgeon; Whiteley, gudgeon ; Putt, gudgeon ; 
Morgan, roach. Two gentlemen were nominated last Tuesday evening. On the 
31st inst. we compete for three prizes and a sweepstake at Sunbury, all members to 
start by the first train from L.S.W. Members please attend next Tuesday evening, 
Oct. 26th, to arrange our day’s outing on the 31st Oct.—R. CLARK, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 16th inst. Mr. N. Martin weighed-in 2lb. 120z. of roach and dace from the 
Lea. On the 17th inst. Mr, A, Bass had 6lb, 14oz. of roach from the Thames ; Mr, 
H. Butt, 3lb. 40z. roach on the same day and place. Asa reminder to the members, 
there are three special prizes to be fished for on the 24th inst, in any part of the 
Thames, Competitors may start on Saturday evening for these prizes. Mr. N, 
Martin will give a prize to be fished for on Wednesday, November 3rd. Conditions 
will be published next week.—H. B. ; i = 

JUNIOR PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Saturday, the 16th inst., the members of the Junior Piscatorial Society had a 
fishing tournament at Chertsey ; but in consequence of the bad state of the weather 
only eleven members were present, Five of those braved the elements, but two only 
were successful in taking fish—viz., Mr. Towell and Mr, Saunders, the former 
having the heaviest catch. The members were, however, amply compensated for 
their wet journey by the dinner which Mr. Spencer, of the Chertsey Bridge Hotel, 
speedily put before them, the same being first-class in quality and reasonable in 
price. After dinner there was music and singing, Mr. J. Pearce rendering some of 
his songs in his best style ; at nine o’clock the company broke up to catch their train 
back, after giving a vote of thanks to Mr. H. N. Hewitt, who occupied the chair. On 
Noda the 13th inst., Mr. J, R. Grey, at Fordingbridge, one perch, weight 
2lb, 4402, 

MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 13th inst., at our club-room, at the Marlborough Head, Marmont-road, 
Peckham, Mr. Boorman weighed-in 13lb. of roach ; and on the 16th, Mr. Davis 
weighed-in 5lb. 90z, of roach ; and Mr. J, H, Pugh, 51b. 10oz. gross, including one 
jack of 331b., and one roach of 11b. 5oz, 

NOTTINGHAM ALEXANDRA ASSOCIATION. : 

The half-yearly dinner and presentation of prizes connected with this, one of tha’ 
leading angling societies in Nottingham, took place at the Alexandra Inn, Carring- 


4 





el 


; 
{ 





O_O a 


Oct. 23, 1886. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 237. 


a RRS SC SPT NEN EES PS SSP IT ESF SEER PE MTT ESP EE SRS ES 





ton-street, in that town, on Wednesdayevening. Mr. George Topham, the president, 
occupied the chair, and Mr. F. Gent the vice-chair. The gathering was the largest 
and most successful ever known in the history of the society. An excellent repast 
was provided by Mr. R. Whalley, the worthy host, and subsequently the chairman, in 
submitting the toast of the evening, spoke of the determination of the executive to 
make the society the most important in the district. The receipts were large, and 
he thought the members would agree that during their last angling term a large 
number of first-class specimen fish had been weighed-in. Mr. Whalley read over the 
prize list, and the following awards were made:—Barbel: lst, J. Theaker, 
7b. 120z.; 2nd, H. Coxon, 5lb. 940z.; 3rd, W. Dupe, 4b. 430z, Roach : 
1st, S. Clayton, 1lb. 840z.; 2nd, H. Sheppard, 1lb. 30z. Dace: 1st, M. 
Guttridge, lloz.; 2nd, H. Howe, 8%0z. Bream: 1st, C. Jackson, 3lb. 15oz. ; 2nd, C, 
Taylor, 3lb. 430z. Perch: 1st, J. Newton, 1lb. 540z,; 2nd, H. Spray, 1lb. 0402. 
Chub: Ist, Councillor Potts, 2lb. 1430z, Trout: 1st, F. Gent, 2lb. 1}0z.; 2nd, 8. 
Dudson, 1b. loz, ; 3rd, G. Edwards, 1410z. Several new members were enrolled for 
the winter club, which has already commenced. 
NOTTINGHAM WELLINGTON ASSOCIATION. 

This, the principal association in Nottingham, held its half-yearly meeting at the 
Wellington Hotel on Thursday evening, when a very large number of members 
attended. Mr. J.C. Whitehall, the hon. sec., submitted the half-yearly financial 
statement, and reported that the receipts for that period amounted to slightly 
above £40. Many special prizes were also forthcoming, and members 
generally had shown an increased interest in the welfare of the society. 
The prizes, special and otherwise, were awarded as follows :—Barbel: 1st, H. W. 
Cooper, !6lb."540z. 32nd, 8, C. Hopkin, 41b. 2402, ; 8rd. C. J. Whitehall, 31b. 14402, Roach : 
ist, G. F. Kirk, lb. 340z.; 2nd, R. Hopeful, llb. 30z. 3rd, H, Redgate, 1440z, 4th. 
W. Berry, 130z. Dace : 1st, H. Coxon, 8#0z. ; 2nd, G. Cass, 7j0z. ; 3rd, C. Taylor, 7oz. ; 
4th, F. Smedley, 6%0z. Bream: ist, T. Hssex, 4lb. 70z. ; 2nd, C. Jackson, 3lb, 15oz, ; 
3rd, G. Bridgett, 3lb. 1240z.; 4th, H. Taylor, 3lb. 6j0z. Perch: Ist, H. Spray, 
Ub. 4oz.; 2nd, H, Kirk, 1l+oz.; 3rd, 8. Mosley, 1loz. Chub : Ist, H. West, 2lb. 4¢oz. ; 
2nd, J. Yomlinson, 2lb. 440z. Mr. Cooper’s prize barbel also carried off the Barbel 
Challenge Cup, which was kindly presented to the association by Mr. Sheriff Cleaver, 
in 1883. Last year the trophy was won by W.H. Coxon. Mr. Cooper’s prize fish 
was caught inthe Holme water at Holme Picrrepoint during the month of September. 
The prize distribution was followed last (Friday) evening with the half-yearly 
banquet, which was a most successful affair, 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A match for the president’s‘cup will take place on October 31st, from the Fish and 
Eels to the Rye House Bridge. 

ROYAL GEORGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 10th inst., several of our members were fishing their various favourite 
swims, andin spite of the brightness of the water succeeded in placing a very goodly 
show of fish upon our trays, thanks to their perseverance. On the 17th most of our 
members were out, and were well rewarded for their trouble. Our Mr. Chart put 
such a show of roach on the trays that would have done old Izaak Walton’s heart 
good had he seen them; they weighed just under 201b. I have seen a few tons of 
fish myself, but never saw such a sample of roach from the Thames before. This 
was followed with very good shows by Messrs. Parsons, Hewitt, Carter, Brewer, 
Holden, Healy, and Hughes ; the latter gentleman haying the misfortune to lose two 
large barbel, one of which would have scaled 101b. had his friend been more suc- 
cessful with the landing-net,—C. A. W., sec. pro tem. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 17th inst. Messrs. Chantry had 8lb. 1040z. of roach and dace ; Savage, 
5lb. 1040z, of roach and perch ; J. Smith, 41b. 4%0z. of roach ; R. Smith, 2lb. 3}0z. of 
roach, dace, and gudgeon—one roach over Ilb. ; Messrs, Wigley and T. Hill also had 
roach, bringing the gross weight up to about 301b, The fish came tzom various parts 
of the Thames and the Lea. Members are informed that an invitation has been 
received from the Brixton Wanderers, the Windsor Castle, Mayall-road, 
Brixton, to visit them on the occasion of the South London United visit on the 
28th, All members that can attend are invited to do so by “ Pixie.” 
Ata meeting held on October 20th, Mr. W. Wigley was elected a member of this 
society. Mr. Moulton weighed in his first Wednesday’s show consisting of roach, 
dace, perch, and gudgeon—total weight, 5j1b, Mr. I. Davis exhibited his third 
Wednesday’s show, which was 5t1b. of dace. Mr. Deplidge and Mr. Hrsser, of the 
Brunswick, paid us a visit this evening. I was surprised to see an old contributor 
to the GAZETTE in Mr. Deplidge, who I knew during the first and second volumes of 
this paper; since then my old friend has been across the water, and up te Detroit. 
Returning to the old country, he:visited Bourne End on the 17th inst., and had some 
good sport among roach, barbel, and trout : the latter he returned to the river. The 
Brunswickers have got a good member in Mr. Deplidge, as he isa keen angler, and 
delights in the sport, and I trust weishall soon see some of his adventures among 
the finny tribe of America.—PIxIE. 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A large meeting of members took place on Wednesday evening last, at the 
Station Hotel, Richmond, to see the fish weighed-in which had been taken in a 
roach and dace competition on the same day. Among others present was Mr. A. J. 
Little, the late chairman of the society. There was special interest attaching to the 
competition inasmuch as the limits fixed were between Kew Iron Bridge and 
Brentford Docks, a part of the river not much, if at all, fished, The following were 
the results :—Ist prize, for gross weight of roach, Mr, Abbott, sen., with 7 fish, weigh- 
ing 3lb. 840z ; 2nd prize, for gross weight of dace, Mr. Cockburn, with nineteen dace, 
weighing 3lb. 10oz. (Mr. Cockburn also had a fine roach, weighing 15}0z.) ; 3rd 
prize, for best specimen roach, Mr. Abbott, jun., with a fish weighing 11b. 030z. ; 
4th prize, for best specimen dace, Mr. Christophers, with a fish weighing 5402. It 
must be remembered that ‘the society allows no roach to be weighed-in under 9in., 
and no dace under 7}in. The specimen fish weighed-in were as follows sir. 
Abbott, sen., one roach weighing l3oz.; Mr. ‘Abbott, jun., one roach weighing 
1lb. 040z.; Mr. Cockburn, one roach weighing 15}oz., and a dace of 5oz, ; Mr, 
Christophers, one roach weighing 1440z., and a dace of 5402. ; Mr. Bingley, one roach 
weighing 9oz.; Mr. Geen, one roach weighing 12402, and a dace of 340z.; Mr. 
Johnson, one roach weighing 8oz., and a dace of 4302. ; Mr, Taman, one roach 
weighing 13$0z. The ordinary business of the society was then transacted, the 
chairman (Mr. Philip Geen) presiding, and Mr. Dickinson occupying the vice-chair, 
and afterwards some good songs sung by Messrs. Griffiths, Dickinson, sen., Dickinson, 
jun., J.‘P. Larkins, &c., brought a pleasant evening toa close.—H. CLIFFORD 


TAMAN, hon, sec, 
RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

The members of the above met on the 20th inst, at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, when Mr. W. Aldridge was proposed as a member. Only two of 
our members were out on the 17th inst. with the following result :—Mr, Piggott, 
3lb. 540z.; Mr. Rt, Sharpless, 1430z. of roach.—C, PIGGorT, sec. 

ST, JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club held a special general meeting on Friday last, Mr. 
T, Hallin the chair. After the minutes of the previous meeting had been read and 
passed, the chairman read a letter from Mr, W, Stevens, resigning his post as secre- 
tary to the club. The members accepted his resignation with regret, as Mr. Stevens 
had been secretary for over five years. The next business was to elect a new secre- 
tary. Mr. John Battensby was proposed, seconded, and unanimously elected, and for 
the future all communications to the St. John’s must be addressed to him, 
On the 17th we had a nice show of fish, several members having gone out. 
Messrs. Bray, Thorling, and Battensby weighed-in fish, consisting of jack, perch, 
bream, dace, and roach. I beg to remind members that Oct, 31st is the last day for 
fishing for Mr. Batitensby’s prize for largest jack—JOHN BATTENSBY, sec. 

UNITED DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF WORCESTERSHIRE ANGLING 
SOCIETIES. 

A lecture on “Fish” will be delivered by Dr. Francis Day, President of the 

Natural Science Society, Cheltenham, at the Union Hotel, Union-street, Worcester, 


on Wednesday, October 27th, 1886, at 7 p.m. precisely. Councillor Harry Day will 
preside. Invitation tickets may be had on application of any angling club in Wor- 
cestershire, and of the undersigned—A, LACROIX, secretary, 94, London-road, Wor- 


ester. 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 17th ; but I am sorry to say 
all returned with blanks but one, and he, Mr. Climpson, weighed-in some roach and 
bream. On the 81st there will be nine very handsome prizes fished for, water to be 
named on Saturday next.—H. T, 

: WALTONIANS. 


We have had some good shows lately, but being away, have been unable to report 
some of them. Oct, 13th, Mr. Phillips had jack, 391b. 140z., one fish 17lb. 4oz, Oct, 
17th, Mr. Read, roach, 101b. 50z. ; Mr. Jefferies, dace, 8lb. 4402. ; My, Every, roach, 
4lb. 1302. ; Mr. R. Dodge, jun., roach, 3lb. 120z,—A. J. MARRIOTT. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Thursday, Oct. 21st, Mr. Bayley in the 
chair. Members present—Messrs. Bayley, Crisp, jun., Wood, Hibble, Piolane, Curtis, 
Crowne, &c. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, I 
omitted to state that among the takes of last week Mr. Hibble had a perch weighing 
11b. Goz., and a roach of Ib. 540z., and Mr. Brodie a roach of 13lb. Roach weighed 
this evening by Mr. Crisp, sen., from Richmond. On Oct. 24th the competition for 
two prizes will be an open one. It was proposed by Mr. Curtis, and seconded by Mr, 
Griffin, that a donation be given from the society’s box of 5s, in aid of Mr. T. Keeble, 
of the Brunswick Piscatorials. Carried nem, con. A vote of thanks to the chairman 
closed the meeting.—W. L. GRIFFIN, sec. 





SONGS FRAE THE “NORTH COUNTRERE.” 
THE COQUuET. 


The wind blaws saftly frac the West, the dew hings on the brae, 
The spreckled lark aboon my head sings a’ its sangs to me ; 

The glint o’ Coquet’s lovely charms, my heart can ne’er withstand, 
So with my trusty rod ance mair I'll try my eager hand. 


The morning cloud is lifting fast aboon wild Cheviot’s brow, 

The bleater’s plaint is sounding sweet frae ilka grassy knowe ; 

The thrush upon the hawthorn spray pours forth his sweetest strain, 
The joys that burst frae Nature’s breast but waken a’ my ain. 


Tll wander then by Coquet’s brink, adoon her flow’ry vale, 
And freedom breathe, my native air, the scented heather gale, 
And lightly fling my hackle flee across the foaming gleam, 
Where mony a bonnie dimpled trout les waiting in the stream. 


The music o’ thy waters clear an angler’s heart shall fill, 

Thy crystal deeps shall hide for me a store o’ pleasure still, 
And glorious memories linger round, e’en as thy mosses cling, 
Nae ither stream in East or West the same sweet sangs can sing. 


Tho’ little leisure is my lot, and mony cares oppress, 
If parted often frae thy side I lo’e thee nane the less ; 
And when life’s slender line shall break, this blessing I shall crave— 
To hear the murmur o’ thy stream and sleep beside thy wave. 
October, 1886. “STREAMS 0’ THE NORTH.” 


————$————————— 


ALLEGED ILLEGAL FISHING NEAR WHITBY.—At the North Riding Police- 
court, Whitby, on Saturday, James Calvert was charged with unlawfully attempting 
to take fish from the stream at Lealholm, near Whitby. The information was laid 
at the instance of Mr, Francis Lea, of Barrow-in-Furness. On the part of the com- 
plainant it was stated that he had completed negotiations with the various land- 
owners in the locality for the exclusive right of fishing in these waters, and that 
although defendant had been frequently warned, he persisted in his attempts to take 
fish from the mill dam at Lealholm. For the defence it was stated that defendant 
had the right to fish at this particular spot, having obtained leave from the tenant 
with the knowledge and consent of the landowner, It was claimed for the tenant - 
that he had the use of the land, and as this involved ia question of title, the 
magistrates, having no jurisdiction, dismissed the case. 

(pee eT 


THE ERFECTS ARE PERMANENT. 


A WONDERFUL STATEMENT, 
SHOWING THAT THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS 
OF “WARNER'S SAFE CURE” 

ARE NOT TEMPORARY, BUT PERMANENT. 
Tux objection is often made that the beneficial effects of 
proprietary medicines are only temporary, and that the 
disease returns as soon as the use of the medicine is discon- 
tinued. To meet this objection in the case of “ Warner’s 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years after the cure was wrought, 

Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 31, 1882, says: 
— Having ior years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
ended in abseess of that organ, resulting from inflammation. 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottles of 
‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ the contents of 13 only of which I 
have taken. Itbrotghtaway about two ounces of stone; the 
pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water 
is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. 
I have long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men 
in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

Writing under date of APRIL 27, 1886, this gentleman 
says: “ It is now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heavy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ In my case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it, 


“ Yours faithfully, 


* Station Master Navigation Station, Taff Vale Railway, 
Treharris, R.S.O. Glamorganshire, Wales.” 

















Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond the shadow of a doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of Warner’s Safe Cure” are permanent. This 
permanency of power over disease givesit the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
many thousands? For sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and at the stores, Price, 4s.6d. If your chemist does not 
keep it, and will not order it, send your orders direct ta 
H. H, WARNER & 00,47, Farringdon Street, London, B,C, 
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Inventors of Silk $8 — ¥ — 3 yoy 

Waterproof Lines, : y i T ww 1 ie a 

Steeled Rods, &c. fe & & : 6 haf VA awe 
\ y p aide mile widy euents EY ww \. , 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 
Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 





‘ ’ FIRST TIME 
Without above Mark THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. OF 
moda Genuine. 41101 SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. EXHIBITING. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 
“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They are, in short, the 


best lines 1 ever had,” 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ [ have used the IMPROVED ‘AOME’ L1NE lastseason and this. The dressing weirs perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF An Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,.’—May, 1885. ‘ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr, Cholmondeley-°ennell’s New Patent ‘**Whiplash” Taper are now So'ely Manufactured by us with and without 


Metal Centre. Prez 210. and 8d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the pric? inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and ls, 6d. per seore yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. CATALOGUES POST FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, | POST FREE FOR SIX STAMPS. 


MANUFACTURED BY Tt H E 


REDPATH & CO. COMIC ANGLER 
WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, : ‘ 


Tweedside Works, KHLSO-ON-T WEED. 
iste pHAnpE Uawenoe Sia pkie meus The Ludicrous Experiences of an Old Sportsman 


Specialities. Best Goods. after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS Hels, and Suckers 
AND GAFFS. fe 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND GAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOM ELS aver | 
S: Adelphi ‘Terrace, Strand, W.C. ’| POST FREE FOR SIX STAMPS OF THE 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is M AN AGER OF THE “FISHING G AZETTE ” 
’ 


especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 


This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING OROSS, and beiay 12, and 13, Fetter Lane, London. 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 


OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 
ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11o’clock, Table d’Hote COO P E R COO P E R & CO 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23. 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o’clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can | 


arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
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' TROUT AND couT.W—__ Pam 








Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 





day, Js. 6d. : , L 
__ A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and S E be neers siete te beet a ores ee their 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. : if COOPER COOPER and CO. have th 4 ‘eB rec ees 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. THR ai Se Bd4 and wees pound, oat rE esi gale Ft ate ton oe 

. Od., - - eas 0 

< en hing this year’s import, and the Angst Maude eroeldiat thet stich 
VEgr prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 

E STAB IBA S H ED TWO Cc E N TH RI E Ss. others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 


among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER THA. 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CoO. 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, E.C. Branch 
Establishments—638, Bishopsgate-street Within, H.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 834, High 
Holborn, W.C., London. 


EATON AND DELLER, [RA 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE || "mz 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), Oduceg 


GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, Is. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 
6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, Ec, || COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 





One minute's wall from Monument Station, District Railway. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


ae 


IMPROVED SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 38511. 


FARLOW'S NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX, 


egd. No. 44533, 


FARLOW’S IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET, 


Very Light. 


* NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE NOW READY, GRATIS. 
Telephone No. 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish, Surpassed by none in the Market. 





-WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND'TREBLE HOOKS, 


’ 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING, 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan. 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 
For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art, 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings, ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk. IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &e., &e. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 4 Putney. 
1 45 " Hammersmith, 
50 % Barnes, 
Add 55 5 Kew. 
75 3 Richmond. 
80 * Twickenham, 
85 ' Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 

For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon 
Saturday, October 23 AC noe 9.52 iwc ae 10.33 
Sunday, he es eR?) LILO Jae & R48 
Monday, oh 25 ae ane 12.0 ho a 12.11 
Tuesday, ie 26 Aco Ao 12.35 eee ree 10° 
Wednesday, . 27 sac sae 1.23 Bee sae 1.45 
Thursday, = 28 weg oct 2.6 ate mae 2.28 
Friday, < 29 ae Dis 2,49 we fa 3.10 


QS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to th 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The period has now expired when the great demand for white fish necessitated the 
utmost vigilance being used by the river officials to prevent any portion of the 
Thames being netted by the poachers. There is every reason to believe from the 
arrangements which were carried out by the T.A.P.S., the river was under perfect 
protection during that period, and nothing occurred to raise any suspicion of an 
attempt being made to netit. The river has been benefited by the rain, and the 
barbel are again on the feed, and anglers will do well to get amongst them before 
it is too late, as the season isadvancing. This is the time when there should be 
some good roach caught in the tideway, as at this period it has always been noted 
for some first-rate captures, not only in numbers, but in size. The angling clubs are 
patronising the additional water that bas been secured to the anglers, and several 
competitions by the Richmond Piscatorial Society and other clubs have taken 
place. 





ANGLING RESULTS. 

RIcHMOND.—F, Brown, in two days, 301b. of roach and dace. Christopher Brown, 
in five days, 741b. of good roach. Henry Mansell, in three days, with Mr. Fleming, 
forty dozen, and in two other days twenty dozen. George Platt, in two days and two 
half-days, twenty-three dozen of roach and dace, two barbel, and one chub. Jov 
Brain, in five days, has made some very good takes of fish ; and Henry Howard, in 
four days, forty dozen of roach and dace. 

TWICKENHAM.—Pert Hammerton, in two and a half days, 28lb. of roach and dace, 
E. Finch, in three days, two dozen of roach and twenty-five bream. S§. Cole, in one 
day, with Mr. Long, 341b. of roach, the largest 2lb. ; and in two other days, 25lb. J. 
Dobbin, in two days, seventeen dozen of roach and dace, C, Hennessey, in two days, 
six dozen of roach ; and George Coxen, in two days, 42lb. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, nine dozen of dace, seven bream, 


» two barbel, and one brace of perch. Benjamin Stevens, during the week, twenty 


good bream (two of the largest scaling 10lb.) and some fine roach, W. McBride, in 
three days, eight dozen of dace, four dozen of gudgeon, and thirteen bream. Mr. 
Davenport, a jack of 41b. The fishing at Teddington has lately been all that could 
be desired under the Weir. The water in the tideway is much higher now and of a 
dull colour, with every chance of some good all-round fishing, 

Kineston.—John Johnson, sen., says: ‘J. Wilks has been getting a few jack, 
but not very large, and some gudgeon. John Johnson, jun., has not been out much, 
and only gotafew perch. I have taken a few gudgeon, and a moderate quantity of 
nice roach ; I think this rain will set the roach on. There has been some good roach 
taken from the banks ; I hope to have something better next week.” 

HAMPTON CouRT.—William Milbourne, says: “ They have been catching a good 
many barbel in Hampton Deep—one boat getting nineteen, the largest 54lb. J. 
Milbourne, one day, five dozen of roach and dace, There have been no Hampton 
Court boats out all the week ; the water is now well coloured, and in good order for 
barbel-fishing. Those anglers who want some good fishing had better not lose any 
time.” 

Sunspury.—Alfred Stroud, in three days, twenty-one barbel and sixchub. John 
Stroud, in four days, twenty-four barbel (the largest 9#1b. Mr. Morgan, during the 
week, has taken thirty-eight barbel. Herbert, in two days, two barbel, two bream, 
and a couple of dozen roach and dace. Edward Clarke, during the week, seventy- 
five barbel, eleven dozen of gudgeon, twelve brace of perch, and four dozen of roach. 
Lock, in two days, seven dozen of gudgeon, and three dozen of roach and dace, 

Lone Dirron.—C. Buttery,in one day, four chub, nine barbel, and four jack. 

WALTON.—Mr. Randall (with John Hone), in one day, nine barbel. 

STAINES,—John Keene, jun., in six days, fifteen barbel, nine jack (the largest 61b.), 
four brace of perch, twenty-one chub (the largest 3lb.), and six dozen of roach and 
dace. Mr, Randall (with Charles Hone), in one day, eight jack, and four brace of 
perch, 





UPPER THAMES. 


The incessant rain of the past fortnight, which culminated in a perfect deluge on 
Tuesday night last, has at last told itstale on old Father Thames, which as I write 
is rising and getting its “dander” up toa rare tune. During the past week roach, 
perch, and chub have been had in galore at all stations between Staines and Oxford. 
Roach in the present coloured water should be approached with worms, fishing down 
to eddies for choice. Perch are dead nuts on minnows, twenty, thirty, and forty 
sizeable fish having been had ina day lately, the difficulty only being to get the neces- 
sary bait. Barbelare still feeding, and to those who possess or can afford the expense 
of worms grand sport is still attainable. Thursday evening.—Thames in delicious 
colour and order for roach. Chub off the fly, but attainable with baby frogs, cray- 
fish tail, slugs, and other delicacies. Jack out of house and home, and ready for 
any jaw with roach, dace, and chub, without being particular about introduction.— 


MARLOW Buzz. 
Thames (Bourne End). 

The past week some fine takes of barbel have been had here, David Brown, the 
fisherman, finding quantities for his patrons, two of which, on Saturday last, 
captured 491b. Mr. Davenport (Brothers Well Met) has had fine sport all the week, 
being on his holidays, and on the 17th inst. bagged a fine show of barbel, roach, 
and perch, about 15lb.in all. The same day Mr. J. Deplidge (Brunswick Piscatorials), 
being fairly out of the swim, took but one solitary fish, and that a beautiful trout 
of about 3lb., which he returned with longing eyes, being his first trout. However, 
on Monday, his swim yielded a nice lot of barbel and roach, weighing 112lb. 


Thames (Datchet). 

The water is in good order now for all-round fishing. Out on Monday, two dozen 
of very good roach, weighing 10lb, Out with patron on Wednesday, two barbel, 
and five dozen roach and dace. The water will be in better condition in a day or 
two, weather permitting.—J. HOARE. 

I should think enough rain has fallen to satisfy the most thirsty. The dampness 
that pervades the atmosphere is not conducive to sport. Have had a turn at the 
jack since I wrote last. My patron caught two small ones, and ran several large 
ones. On the 10th inst., witha patron, four barbel, one jack, anda 41b. chub. On 
the 11th inst. two dozen dace (afternoon). In half-day on the 13th, two dozen and 
a half of roach, andfour barbel, The roach were about the best that I have seen for 
many a day.—G, LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Goring). 


Water has been in good order for roach-fishing, bank fishimg doing very well, one 
bank fisherman taking about 30lb. of good roach. I have been out two days 
—four jack, two dozen of roach, and four chub, largest chub over 3lb. Thursday.— 
water coming down thick and rising.—JoHN RusH. 


Thames (Sonning). 

As usual, just begun to take fish, Water now a very bad colour. If we get no 
more rain it might do by Saturday. Had Mr. Steed and two sons down for a week’s 
fishing. They had twelve brace of jack, only six brace takeable, the others were put 
back, Gota great many perch (only three of any size), some barbel, and some very 
good roach 31b. to 1b. I hear that Mr. Dansen, with friend, fishing at Shiplake, 
got over 40lb. of barbel. Clark, out with some one on Monday, got a jack about 
5lb.and somechub. My tariff from now to the end of fishing season : at the French 
Horn, also at the Elephant, at Pangbourn, 3s. for" bed and breakfast ; traps to meeti 
train at Twyford, 2s. ; and Reading station, 3s—W. H. 


Thames (Windsor). ‘ 

The heavy storm which visited this neighbourhood Tuesday night last has brought 
about a most desirable state of affairs from an angler’s point of view. The summer 
accumulation of weeds and rubbish is already coming down with the push of water, 
and consequently those fat aldermanicpike which have caught their bait so easily of 
late must vacate their lairs and take to the open water, which will now be fishable 
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either spinning or paternostering, and fewer complaints should come to hand of 
heavy fish breaking away through density of weed. Barbel, too, will now be an easy 
prey to the bank angler, who, with worms in the deep eddies close under bank, will 
pickup a goodmany. Mr, H. Manning, of Windsor, had six of these fish, 19th inst. ; 
Lumsden, of Datchet, six, 17thinst.; and Mr. Bentley, of Windsor, on one occasion 
seven and nine handsome perch, best brace going over 3lb. A few chub have been 
had by Mr. Fenn, of Datchet ; but the best fish of the week in this class was one over 
4lb, taken by Lumsden, of Datchet. From Monkey Island and Maidenhead I hear 
Plummer, jun., and Ned Andrews have had exceptional sport among the jack, though 
yery heavy ones were scarce. It is doubtless now all over with gudgeon fishing, as 
it would be impossible to keep a punt broadside on the favourite swims, besides keing too 
much water ; but roach should come well at gentles in the eddies along boughs, and 
will be found in excellent fighting form.—B, R, BAMBRIDGE, 


Ancholme (Caistor). 


The wet weather which has prevailed during most of the week has prevented much 
work, and the waters will be too discoloured to yield good results for some days to 
come. When the waters do fine, the sport should be very good. Roach and bream 
are taking best; but pike require some frosty nights to put them on the feed. I 
am sorry to say the herons are getting most of the trout and fontinalis out of the 
Reservoir at Thoresway. One seldom goes by without seeing two or three— 


THomaAsS Forp, 
Chichester. 

The canal here is out of trim, and fish, with exception of small fry, feeding very 
badly. I do not hear of a pike being taken this week worth recording. In the basin, 
several runs have resulted in loss of baits with no result. Some excellent roach were 
taken early in the week from the tidal waters of the Adur, near Steyning ; but from 
the Ouse I have but a poor record—a few good roach and some small pike, the largest 
631b. The Rother and Selham have been in flood, and nothing done; but as this 
water seems well stocked and soon clears, a visit in a few days should prove re- 
munerative. Asarule, all waters, owing to the recent heavy rain-storms, are in 
flood. Harbourand coast fishing has been very slow; a few small bass, and at Bird- 
ham Lock some good eels have been taken. The weather here is still stormy ; wind 
at present southerly. GEORGE F. SALTER. 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

The above streams are now torrents; their banks are laved by as thick a liquid 
as ever poured between. So thick and discoloured is, and has been, the water, that 
not a single fish has been landed during the whole of the present week. The worm 
would, perhaps, bring to bank some lusty dishes of trout; but the law forbids it ; 
hence nothing being done. Had the fish commenced to spawn, this protracted 
period, in which the streams and brooklets are flushed and flooded, would have 
proved highly favourable to their upward journeyings towards the springheads ; 
but as they are hale and hearty, fresh and clean, a splendid water which, with all 
and every circumstances in favour of big bags, and plenty of them, is tied and 
bound by a legal string, which the District Board of Conservators—who alone are 
vested with the power—lack the courage to cut. Give usa board of trout fishers, 
and the existing close time would not exist twenty-four hourslonger. In February 
trout that might now grace the creel of some devotee of the rod, will be netted or 
nightlined when inane and unhandsome, flat and flabby ; then will they be dangled 
before the eyes of the true Waltonian on the point of a fishmongers’ hook, bearing 
the legend—‘ Cheap, 1s. per pound,”—FostTErR Bros., Ashbourne. 


Hiden (Carlisle). 

The wet weather we have lately had may suit very well the anglers on the Esk, 
and other rivers that run down rapidly ; but it has been most annoying to Eden 
anglers, who have not been able to throw a line more than one or two days a week 
for some time, and a great deal of the best salmon water has not been in order for 
weeks. On Thursday, the 14th, scarcely anyone thought it worth while going out ; 
but Mr. Beaufort, living in Carlisle for a limited time only, walked out to Crosby 
and killed a fish of 411b., and lost another. Next day the colour was much better, 
and great doings were expected. The result was disappointing. Mr, H. L. Hough 
had an 18-pounder, Mr. Walter Hough one, Mr. James Skel one, 18lb. ; Mackenzie, 
Corby Castle keeper, one, 201b.; and two were landed in the Warwick Hall water. 
The river began to rise the same evening, and was useless until Tuesday afternoon, 
when Mrs. Brook killed a fish at Warwick. The pools are well stocked with salmon, 
especially near Armathwaite, where George Ierguson has accounted for half a dozen, 
and Tom Bird three or four. If we get fine weather for a fortnight the pickle-pots 
will be filled up.—SILVER-GREY, 

Esk (Whitby). 

Rain has fallen plentifully during the last week, and the river is full of water, 
though not in good fishing order. Comparatively few anglers have been on the 
bank sides during the last few days, and those who were out were unable to get any 
sport worth mentioning.—J, J. J. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing, During the past week our coast has been subjected to gales of un- 
usual violence. Yesterday (Wednesday) it moderated, and the fishermen feeling 
sure that the herrings were about, sailed for the Dimps, and met with fair catches, 
averaging from 500 to 1,800 the boat, besides hake, conger, &c. Weather to-day, 
cloudy ; wind, W.S.W.—E. CoMER. 


Lake District. 

There is still a superabundance of water in the rivers, and great numbers of both 
troutand sea-fish are running hard ; few of theformer are as yet on the “ redds,” 
there not having been much addition during the present week. There are, perhaps, 
more salmon in the higher reaches of the Kent, Mint, and Sprint than there have 
been for years. The number of salmon in all parts of the Lune is enormous, and 
the large takes made are quite exceptional. The other day anangler, in a short time, 
had seven well-fed fish. Underbarrow Beck is also well-stocked with morts and 
sprods, the former mostly from 51b. to 61b. In the lower reaches of the Kent—at the 
Waiste—the following anglers have had sea-fish :—Messrs. Whitehead, nine ; Beadle, 
nine; Park, eight ; and Bigland, two. The rivers are now in nice condition, and pros- 
pects are good,—_ EPH EMERAE. 





Leicester, 

Since forwarding my report last week, there has been almost an incessant fall of 
rain, occasionally accompanied by thunder ; consequently the waters have risen very 
fast, and most of the meadows have become submerged. Very little fishing has been 
done, and only in a few of the sheltered spots has it been possible. A very fine pike 
was sent into the town from Leamington at the latter part of last week, which 
weighed 26lb. When properly set up (it doubtless will be by Mr. Pinchen, of 
Church-gate), it will form an excellent memento of the angler’s skill, The weather 
to-day (Thursday), has shown a slight improvement, Waters are going down, and 
ead will be again practicable by Saturday, unless there is another downpour.— 

LERT. 
Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The past week has been most unpropitious for angling pursuits, owing to the 
heavy downfall. The rainfall has been heavier this week than any other week this 
year. On Saturday last several anglers were out, and beyond a few catches of roach 
at Ambergate nothing was done. fly-fishing has been nél, the river being as thick 
as is possible, and is ranning bank high, About Derby anglers have not been able 
to do much. On Wednesday rain and hail poured down in torrents, and a heavy 
thunderstorm prevailed. To-day (Thursday) the weather is more settled, and should 
the rain keep off the fishing will be grand, when the water has cleared somewhat. 
Fishermen in this district will be pleased to learn that a proposal is on the tapis for 
the formation of a Hatching Association for the county, from which all kinds of 
fish may he procured at most reasonable charges, 1 propose giving further details 
ere long,—GEO, ROBERTS BRown, 


Ocr, 23, 1886. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams are now high and muddy. There has been but little angling done 
in this part lately, the rain having stopped it. There have been a few grayling taken 
with the worm and maggot. Some good eels have been landed. The Pinsley is 
coloured and high ; fishing init has been dull.—GwyYNNE, 


Lodden (Lodden Bridge.) 

The river is getting thick. Some good roach have been taken to-day, and some 
very fine perch this week. A gentleman, with Mr. Morgan, of the Queen, Padding- 
ton, had a very good take of jack, and last Friday had the misfortune to lose one, 
and the old saying is, the largest fish is most times lost ; and I am so accustomed to 
hear of big fish being lost, I thought no more of the anxiety and grievance of my 
friends ; but I now find it was not without cause, for on Tuesday the keeper was 
passing the part of the water where the supposed monster was lost, and saw a large fish 
lying dead, with part of the line, float, trace, &c., attached, the gorge hook, which 
I have said so often should not be used, was fast in the stomach of the fish, 
causing it to die. Had it been snap hook, possibly they would have had the fish ; if 
not, it would have been left for some one more fortunate at a future time, Although 
very stinking when brought here, it weighed 274lb., and in splendid condition as a 
well-fed fish. Messrs. Mills and Fletcher have taken from here to London to-night 
some very fine jack, seven in number, the largest 91b. I hope the weather will 
change for the better, and Iam sure the heavy rains will do good for the fishing,.— 
A, C, CRITCHFIELD. 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The river has been in flush, and was in prime condition up to Wednesday, when a 
heavy storm came and made it thick and unfishable, and will be so for some days, 
which will doa great deal of good—just what was wanted to bring the jack on, for 
they have been rather quiet and nothing been doing, so after the water gets down 
and fishable, it is to be hoped that sport will be good. A fine dog otter was found 
dead by Mr. W. Taylor, coachman to Mr. C. H. Desborough. It was lying on the 
bank at Hartford, appearing to have recently been shot under the jaw. It weighed 
21lb., and was 4ftlong. No doubt that notorious poacher had been carrying on a 
fine game for a long time, destroying a great many fish. He is gone for preservation 
Subscriptions are required for fishing.—H. Rout. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme in this district is now running very high and muddy. Heavy rain has 
fallen in this part lately, and the fishing has been quiet. A few good-sized grey- 
ling have been caught bottom-fishing. The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are all high 
and muddy, and but little has been done in them of late-—WORCESTER. 

Teme (Ludlow).  —s_ 

This water is still keeping coloured, and has risen (considerably since the heavy 
rains. Of late fishing, on the whole, is quiet, the water being too high; but afew 
grayling have been caught with the worm, There have been some nice lots of eels 
taken in the traps at the mills. The Clun, Ony, Ledwyche, and Corve are all 
coloured. No fishing has been done in them in this part.—T. LupLow. 


est. 

The grayling have at last commenced to move. At Houghton, on Saturday, they 
were rising well all day up to 4 o’clock, when I left. The fly seemed to be a small 
brown one. The water was a little coloured from the rain, and one could get close 
to the fish and see them take. The keeper told me they had been rising well for 
about a week, and no one had been fishing. There are some nice two-pounders, 
Nearly opposite Marsh Court Farm House,a part of the water that is not often 
fished, they took the fly very boldly. I was not fishing, only having a walk with a 
friend who was shooting moor hens, &c. On the upper part of the Test the trout 
rise magnificently. They are very forward in spawn, and some, I see, are already 
turning up the beds,—HAMPSHIRE. 

Tees (Croft). . 

Flood after flood has greeted the angler here during the past week, and as a result 
very poor sport has been had. There was a good water, however, on Friday, the 
15thinst., on which day Mr. B. Chaytor landed three salmon, weighing 101b., 441b., and 
4b. respectively ; Mr. J. Bamlett one, 441b, Another very heavy flood came down on 
Friday night, and the river has not yet settled to fishing height. Fishing in the 
Greta, or tributary of the Tees, on Monday, the 18th inst., Mr. Schofield had three 
fish, and on the 19th the same gentleman had three of 9,7,and 4lb. On the 20th 
Mr. Wm. Hood got four fish, weighing 113, 8, 7, and 33lb., besides losing two more 
about 6lb, each.—G. J. 8. j 

Torridge (Torrington). 

River rather cloudy again this morning. This will bring up lots of salmon and 
stock the river with fresh fish. We had avery heavy flood on Saturday, and on 
Monday the river was just getting in good order, «nd Mr. Bastard took four peal— 
largest 3lb. Several peal have been taken to-day.—PRACTICAL ANGLER, 


Trent (Nottingham). 

There has not been much doing on our portion of the Trent during the week. The 
weather has been extremely unsettled, with heavy storms at intervals, and when 
our report was despatched on Thursday night, the river in many parts had overfown 
its banks. A few lots of roach and dace were got on Tuesday and Wednesday in the 
Wilford length with maggot; and on the latter day some big dace were bagged at 
Willington. Salmon are again ascending the river in considerable numbers, and the 
passage of the fish over Clay Mills weirs, in the Dove, has attracted no little amount 
of curiosity in the district. Apart from the river, a very large take of perch, heaviest 
211b,, is reported from one of the private ponds not far from Trent station. The 
anglers’ travelling tickets for the winter season are made returnable, to commence on 


Ss 


Monday next.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. : 


Vyrnwy (Lianymynech). 

We have had a splendid lot of water down the river for the last fortnight, which 
has brought the salmon up in great numbers, and it is very possible a few of them 
will be taken with the rod before the season closes, as the river has now run down 
into nice condition, There have been some good catches of coarse fish and a few 
grayling this week.—BORDERER. 

Wye and Derwent. 

We have had continual flushes of both rivers during the week, and angling has 
been quite outof the question. To-night (Thursday) the Derwent is running down, 
and will be in condition for bottom fishing by Saturday—that is, if no more rain 
falls. There will be no more fly-fishing for several days—say, Monday or Tuesday— 
and only on the higher lengths of both the Wye and Derwent. The best flies to use 
will be Honey Dun Bumble, Furnace, and dyed hackle flies. Weather seems more 
settled to-night (Thursday),—Guoren JAMES HATON, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). eH 

The rivers were running down nicely, and would have been in fairly good order 
for Saturday had not a very severe thunderstorm, visited this district last night 
(Wednesday). The rain came down in torrents, and of course, another heavy flood 
is the result. Mr. E. A. Moore, of Leeds, had a mixed dish of grayling and dace 
last Saturday, taken below Arthington Weir with maggot. I also heard of a few 
good grayling being taken lower down the river at Tadcaster with the same bait,— 
FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, a 

Yare (Norwich). 

The heavy rains and storms which have occurred during the past week have had 

the effect of putting a stop to angling throughout our rivers and broads, and only a 


few of the more enthusiastic have ventured out when tempted bya fine morning. I ; 


have heard of some good large bream being caught at Buckenham ; a friend who 
saw some of the fish assures me they weighed upwards of 4Ib. each, Roach, as far 
ag I can gather, have not been on the feed, as 1 know of one case at Brundall when 
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only thirteen fish were killed by two rods. Trailing for jack, of which there seems 
to be an unusually large number, is indulged in on every opportunity when the 
water will allow, and all the way down this river, from just below Norwich as low 
as Cantley, success of varied kind has rewarded the persevering fisher ; andin a mill- 
pool near Norwich, last Saturday afternoon, in a very short time, five runs were had, 
and three jack captured, the largest about 5lb. These were had with livebait, 
which, in my opinion, in conjunction with snap-tackle, is the best mode of fishing 
pike, if sport and not slaughter is desired. We may expect to hear of our regular 
“ pikeists ” soon being after their favourite, as November is, I believe, regarded as 
aes month to start the winter campaign, Prospects: dirty weather—ROBERT 
OLL, 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


G. W. G.—They have not been republished, 


Two Constant REeApDERS.—“ Pater” reports your line to be a fairly good sample 
of raw silk, with but a very trifling admixture. It is exceedingly well made, 
nicely glazed, and in many respects superior to the ordinary run of “best 
quality ” silk lines which prevail in the retail trade. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


IZAAK WALTON AND WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL, 

Srr,—The thanks of all anglers are due to the Dean of Winchester for his kind- 
nesg in so thoroughly falling in with their wishes in regard to perpetuating the 
memory of honest Izaak Walton on the great screen in his cathedral. There is 
every sign that the cost of the statue will be borne entirely by anglers, as it should 
be. So far there is cause for congratulation all round, and best thanks to you, 
weg your untiring efforts in placing the matter before our brothers of the 
angle. 

Now that we are within measurable distance of permanently repeating the por- 
trait of the ‘‘ Father of Anglers,” I should like, if you can spare me an odd corner, 
to call attention to the various portraits of him in existence, so as to arrive at that 
which shall be the most authentic and worthy of our consideration. 

Though it was some years since I saw the portrait, I was pleased to find, on visit- 
ing the National Gallery on Saturday last, that I saw no reason to alter a previous 
opinion on the subject, and so give my unqualified vote for the portrait by Huysman 

(better Known to anglers as Houseman) in that collection. This picture, upon 
second thoughts, has never been satisfactorily engraved, and it remains for one of 
our modern etchers, say Mr. Herkomer or Dr. Seymour Haden, to give us a correct 
delineation of those features with as much expression as black and white can 
convey. 
‘Theré is another portrait (I say ‘‘another” advisedly, as it is so utterly different 
from the picture by Huysman) which appears as frontispiece to the 4to edition of 
“ Walton’s Lives,” edited by Dr. Zouch in 1796. It is the first engraved portrait of 
Walton, said to be from an original picture, and is by M. Bovi, a Frenchman, to 
whom, apparently, imagination had stronger claims than exactitude, Later on I 
offer a conjecture upon this portrait which I should be glad to have solved. This 
Bovi portrait is to be found in the following editions of “The Compleat Angler ”— 
viz., Smith (Gosden’s), 1822 ; Major, 1823 ; Nimmo, 1885. 

“The Huysman portrait is, with the exception of a certain hardness natural to the 
steel engraving, fairly correctly given in the following editions :—Major, 1844 ; 
Bohn, 1856; Chatto (veprinting Pickering, 1836, and Nattali and Bond, 1860), 
1875. 

On referring to the Memoir of Walton in “The Compleat Angler,” edited and 
with notes by Sir Harris Nicolas, K.C.M.G. (Chatto, 1875, p. cli.), we find that a 
portrait—a crayon drawing—of Izaak Walton at eighty-two was among the relics of 
him in the possession of the Rey. Dr. HawesatSalisbury in 1836, and the question arises 
to my mind whether that portrait was the one from which M. Bovi engraved the 
frontispiece to “ The Lives” which I have referred to. If so, both series of por- 
traits are correct, and M. Bovi has done good service in preserving a likeness which 
(for I have not been able to trace the crayon drawing) may have been lost to us. 
In the absence of proof, however, it would be better to pin one’s faith to the Huys- 
man portrait, and 1 should like to express a hope that some sympathetic artist may 
be found who will favour us with a worthy, etching of it within the “ pocket” of 
every honest angler.—I am, Xc., 

Southsea, Oct. 18. H. T. JENKINS. 

[We quite agree with Mr. Jenkins that the Huysman portrait is the one which 
should be worked from by the sculptor. In a conversation with Mr. Francis Francis 
afew years ago, we asked which portrait he thought the most authentic, and he 
said ate could be no doubt it was the National Gallery portrait by Huysman. 
—ED. 


Srr,—Seeing your letter in the Athenewm, I beg to inclose Postal Order for 5s,— 
a trifling contribution towards the fund for the proposed statue of Izaak Walton in 
Winchester Cathedral, not as an angler, but as an ardent admirer of the ‘ Complete 
Angler” and its author.—I am, Kc., 

Baycliff, Woolton Hill, near Liverpool. JAMES L, THORNELY. 

THE GROWTH AND HABITS OF SALMON, : 

S1r,—The following account of the peculiarities of an important salmon river, 
and the reflections to which it gives rise, may be interesting to some of your readers 
as throwing light on some of the problems connected with the growth and habits 
of salmon. 

The river is a large one, having a volume of forty thousand gallons of water per 
second in dead low water, when the pools are; quite still and unfishable. It has a 
remarkably clear course, with very few deep pools, and almost none that cannot be 
—and are not—cleared out by drag nets in the latter part of August and early in 
September, when the water is low, and the fish lying in the pools are heavy with 
Spawn and sulky. When the salmon get on the shallows for spawning purposes in 
the last half of September and the first fortnight in October (after which latter date 
the spawning season is over, and most of the survivors have gone to sea again), they 
are harried by day and night with spears and torches by the natives, who depend 
mainly on salmon for subsistence as far as flesh is concerned, and very few escape, 
especially of the larger fish, as I shall show farther on. 

The river is fed almost entirely by hill streams, most of them dry in the summer, 
and very few of them holding salmon at any time, Those which do hold salmon 
are of much the same character as the main stream, and are cleaned out every year 
in the same manner, besides being guarded from shore to shore by fishing weirs 
which are worked without mercy and without regard to season. 

The river is also fished from source to sea with stake nets, and, altogether, it 
seems impossible that any considerable number of the salmon which enter it in any 
ordinary year can escape, especially as many of the male fish which survive the 
persecution they meet with during the spawning season lose all strength, and are 
washed up dying and dead on the banks. There are no stake nets of importance 
Cee the mouth of the river; and the estuary is large and deep, and abounds with 
sea fish. 

The kelts, which are not numerous even at the beginning of the fishing season, 
ate very small, running from 3lh. to 10lb. A 13-pounder is very rare, and one 
Yarger than 141b. almost unknown. Nine-tenths of them are females. I think it 
inay be concluded that a very large proportion of the takeable fish which enter the 


river in each year is destroyed, and that I am making a liberal allowance in esti- 
mating that five per cent. of them have an opportunity of paying another visit 
to it, ; 

The great run of salmon takes place after the spring floods (generally early in 
June); and a second run of fresh fish may be looked for if, as sometimes, but not 
invariably, happens, there is a rain flood towards the middle of July, This second 
run, however, is much smaller as regards numbers than the former, though the sizes 
of the individual fish do not appreciably fall off. Should there be high water later on,a 
large numberjof fish enters the river and sometimes runs up to the head waters*;\but 
these are all grilse (which in this river seldom exceed 34lb. in weight) and sea-trout 
of all sizes. But of these I am not at present writing, as they do not seem at all to 
affect the points to which I wish to call attention. Kec 

I will now give the results of two years’ rod-fishing in this river, and Pselect 
the years 1879 and 1886, because they are several years apart, and afford a fair 
average view of the sport enjoyed ; while an examination of the weights appears to 
me to point very strongly to the conclusion which I shall indicate at the close of 
this rather long letter. 
































1879 :— 
Number of Fish. Weight. | Average Weight, 
lb. Jb. 
NCTE Tol Dacsecesscesesrcsavsars Lee neces shateatapeens nen ba 145 119 
Between 15lb. and 20Ib....... Bcc can cborccetcencthcrinscte 567 \ 19°6 { se et arr 
Between 201b. and 25l1b....... OAs ns cuctadarnens scan gc 432 22:7, 
Over Zoi O ecacatesennesrnnartaee oy Giiveeseresdeucearancssiahes 264 29°3 
ANSE mnaarac Seocads fp Persad or penne camrccc 1408 
1886 :— 
Number of Fish Weight. | Average Weight, 
Ib. Ib. 
Urndenbliblbyeciescesccosccccseees NG daanctex cose otaetancdunses 223 12°9 
Between 15lb. and 20]b....... AU). scacaiaas auratus aaet ences 738 \ 20°2 { 18°4 
Between 20]b. and 25]b....... Oeamerea erates eeertr ev acers 533 = Pata 
Over’ Sol, eee ecsey eaveces ant OMe cate coraterenscretasce 274 30°4 
ELAGE eoncaeppecepedene 90 1768 
Proportion of fish under 15lb, each to total catch :— 
OM Mee devas occcecsnascecs cena 16 per cent, 
PabG PON BS A, aR Foes Os 
Proportion of fish over 25lb., each to total catch :— 
ISA Goscce Bae sentasontagoacre 12 per cent. 
PSHE Kee: ves de Yow est: 8 


It will thus beseenthatabout 70 per cent. of the catch in each year is made up of fish 
weighing between 15lb. and 25lb., and two-thirds of these, or seventy-six fish, 
actually weighed from 18lb. to 211b. each, so that an average growth from the grilse 
weight—about 2%lb.—to 201b, may be considered to take place before the fish)visit 
the river as salmon. (Live 

As may be supposed, a large number—probably a ‘quarter or one-third—of the 
fish of all sizes were marked with recent scars, showing that they had run.the 
gauntlet of the stake nets (of which there are about seventy between my station 
and the sea, and probably about two hundred higher up) ; but only ina very: few 
instances—two or three in each year—were any old marks, denoting escapes in former 
seasons, visible under very careful observation. It may be interesting to note that 
the fish over 301b. weight were all males, without exception ; that male fish pre- 
dominated between 231b. and 301b., and that about two-thirds of all the fish smaller 
than 23lb. each were females. 

Assuming, as I am justified in doing, that my catch fairly represents the propor- 
tion of the fish of each size present in the river in each year, it would appear that 
the salmon do not revisit the river in any great numbers after the grilse stage 
until they are about 18lb. or 201b. weight (as; have observed above) ; and I think I 
have shown that very few have an opportunity for repeating their visit. There- 
fore, as it can hardly be supposed that the increase of weight from 231b, to 18lb, or 
201b. takes place in a single season, I cannot avoid the conclusion that the number 
of salmon in the river each season is only a small proportion of the whole stock, 
which remains in comparative safety in the sea for probably several years without 
running the river. If this is so, then neither male nor female salmon are breeders 
every year. 

No doubt these considerations, which point to the possibility of restoring a fishery 
which has become depleted and ruined by over-fishing, are familiar enough to you 
and to many of your readers ; but it is satisfactory to have evidence which appears 
to allow of no other explanation, that the annual extermination of the salmon in a 
river, though much to be deplored in every respect, need not result in the entire 
destruction of a valuable fishery.—I am, &c., RoiP: 


HOOK-MAKERS AND HOOK-NUMBERS. 


Sir,—As might, perhaps, have been anticipated, the reply of the manufacturers 
to your cireular on hook-numbering reform is—with one exception—a general non 
possumus | 

This is a matter, however, which anglers, and especially writers on angling 
have practically, to a very great extent, in their own hands, and I don’t 
doubt that hook-makers—who, as a class, are ignorant and pig-headed in their own 
business to an almost incredible degree—will eventually be jorced—for their-own 
interest’s sake—to adopt a logical system of numbers, just as they are already being 
forced (right against their will) to largely manufacture and sell eyed-hooks ; and 
just as, in the near future, they will be forced to cease flooding the market with 
hooks which are an outrage on every principle of mechanics, and to make only those 
which anglers will only buy, because convinced by argument and their own expe- 
rience that they are theoretically and practically superior.—I am, &c., : 

H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 





Sir,—The letters in the “ F.G.” this week from manufacturers of hooks are most 
genuine specimens of trade obstructiveness. They none of them attempt to give 
the slightest commonsense reason for their obstinacy. Imagine for a moment/all 
the gunmakers in England numbering the bores of guns each according to his own 
particular fancy. However, it is of no use to attempt to argue with such people, 
T am delighted to see Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell’s remarks on the subject. All his 
hooks, which are now being sold, I believe, by Farlow, will be numbered as all people 
out of Hanwell or Colney Hatch would number them. Mr. Hall’s eyed-hooks arethe 
same, and these makes I shall always ask for in future, and I would suggest to all 
my fellow members of the Fly-Fishers’ Club and all other fishermen to do the same, 
—I am, &ce.. : F.RB.C,S, 

Constitutional Club, S.W. 





S1r,—As there appears no likelihood of the Kendal and Redditch manufacturers 
agreeing upon a uniform system of numbering their hooks, and as each manutac- 
turer no doubt has a specialty, may I ask the several makers to kindly favour the 
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Pride of Derby Angling Society (which numbers over 200 members) with specimens 
of their manufactures for exhibition in their club-room, for which ample provision 
shall be made ?—I am, Xc., 

Garnaville, Swinburne-street, Derby. 


ON THE NUMBERING OF HOOKS.—EYED SALMON-HOOKS. 

S1r,—In reply to your circular, asking us if we will agree to number our hooks 
in the manner you suggest—viz., from No. 000 upwards, we beg to say that we 
already number our eyed trout-hooks in this way, and to a limited extent we have 
numbered the ordinary Kendal hooks for many years in the same way ; and, after 
careful consideration, we see no difficulty in doing so permanently for all the kinds 
of best hooks used for salmon and trout-fishing in Great Britain and Ireland. But 
it,would be simply impossible for the Redditch manufacturers to alter the number- 
ing of the great bulk of the hooks made here, and which are sent abroad and used in 
sea-fishing, and there is, in fact, no necessity to do so. 

We take it that what is wanted is that the different kinds of Kendal and Limerick 
hooks used generally in this country should all be numbered in the same manner, 
Besides the eyed trout and salmon-hooks recently introduced, there are three distinct 
shapes of Kendal hooks—viz., the sneck, round, and Kirby ‘bends; also three of 
Irish or Limerick hooks—viz., the old Limerick, the Dublin, and the Sproat bend. 
But, in order to avoid confusion in the future, it would be necessary to have accurate 
drawings made to scale and carefully engraved of the above six kinds, and also of 
eyed-hooks. Now, if we could see that the demand would justify us in doing it we 
would have this done, and issue them on one sheet, at about the net cost and postage, 
to all anglers applying to us, stating at the same time where the hooks could be 
obtained in London, &c. 

If these suggestions meet with the concurrence of the great body of anglers, we 
will have the drawings made at once, so that they may be ready in December.—We 
are, &c., 

Hewell Works, Redditch. J. WARNER AND SONS. 


P.S.—As we presume “ Jungle Cock” has not seen any of our patent eyed salmon- 
hooks, we shall be happy to send him specimens, if he will apply to us, as we think 
they will meet his wants. We inclose two for your own inspection, although we 
know you saw some of them last year ; but we have improved them since then. 


[ The eyed-hooks would, we think, please “‘ Jungle Cock” ; the eye is not too small, 
issmooth, and made without any apparent join, so there is nothing to cut the gut, 
We find them very finely tempered, and not weak at the barb.— Ep. | 


J. CADMAN, Chairman. 





PRIZE ESSAY FOR FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 

S1r,—Your correspondent, after speaking very kindly of my essay, has cast doubt 
on one statement, and made fun of me and my story. 

Let me see if I cannot, in all good humour, return the chaff, and put Aim in the 
wrong. And that he is in the wrong J have not the shadow of a doubt ; for I my- 
self have (once or twice only) seen trout rising at the “wee roun’ seeds” as they 
dropped from overhanging trees shaken by the wind, and when xo flies were on 
the water. 

Mark Aitken (all who knew him will agree with me) was a man of quiet. 
unostentatious demeanour—a man slow to speak or act, and a man absolutely trust- 
worthy. He was so thoroughly head and shoulders above all other men I ever met 
in point of skill, that he needed no such “stories.” Indeed, a man less likely to 
invent a lie you could hardly meet in a lifetime. 

Till Mr. Allin can disprove my statement, therefore, I shall consider that his 
efforts to throw discredit on it have failed; for if old Mark Aitken was inventing 
the story, how comes it that J have witnessed the same thing? And now I shall 
quote Mr, Allin’s words, when he says that trout “ are insectivorous, if you like, and 
will, at a pinch, eat their lesser brethren.” 

Hang me if I know what trout won't feed upon when hungry; but I will give a 
few of the dainties that they do occasionally feed upon, avoiding what may fairly 
be called insects, To begin with, salmon roe, so proverbially deadly that it is rank 
poaching to use it ; then minnows, parr, mice, rats, andfrogs ; even—Haw ! haw /— 
“The Frogs of Saginau !” 

But here comes another nut to crack. Many years ago the village schoolboys on 
a certain part of the Ettrick, in Selkirkshire, used to go daily and feed a large 
trout, which became quite tame, on pieces of bread, but chiefly on oatmeal porridge, 
and they called the trout “ Parritchy *—for porridge is “ parritch” in these parts. 
I have this from a reliable source. 

Now, Sir, are such things insects, or are they the “lesser brethren” of the trout? 
Thank you, Sir, for your footnote, which proves conclusively that trout eat bread, 
and why not the “wee roun’ seeds”? Indeed, Mr. Allin is quite mistaken if he 
thinks that this phenomenon is never witnessed. 

As a searcher after the truth, and not a mere cynic desirous of throwing discredit 
on my statement, I trust that Mr. Allin will suspend his judgment another time 
till he has a better argument to go out to the world with—viz., that one trout he 
caught was full of flies when he thought that they were eating weeds. So far as I 
can see, this proves little, and disproves xothing.—I am, &c., 

HE, M. Top. 


Sir,—I have read Mr, Tod's able essay with much interest. With reference to 
his assertion that he judges of good fishermen by the coot-coot of the rod, it appears 
to me advisable to point out to the tyro that the quantity of noise made by the rod 
in the act of casting depends very much on the component parts of the rod and the 
mode of its structure. A rod made of some light wood, and having an old-fashioned 
butt, will make a considerable noise under the momentum of a sharp cast ; but a 
modern built cane rod, or one made wholly of greenheart, will make very little 
noise. 

I had Mr, Tod’s assertion in my mind last week while fishing in the Cumberland 

Eden with a 12ft. built cane rod by Hardy, and I came to the conclusion that if Mr. 
Tod had witnessed, or rather heard my performance he would have set me down 
as atyro. However sharply I cast, my rod did not make any appreciable noise, and 
it certainly could not make any sound to be heard 50 or 60 yards off. My 
Mahoe rod makes sufficient noise to please any critic. I would, there- 
fore, point out that, before coming to a conclusion as to the quality of the 
performance of an angler based upon the noise made by his rod, the writer should 
ascertain the kind of rod used, 
_ There is one very important thing in making the cast which Mr. Tod has not 
indicated, and that is, that at the conclusion of the cast the point of the rod should 
be kept well up, and that at the moment of conclusion there should be a slight 
backward movement of the point of the rod. One effect of this is that the flies 
alight on the water as if falling from a height, and only the fly cast, as a rule, 
touches the water. :; 

Should the point of the rod be allowed to descend within a foot or two of the 
water, nearly the whole of the casting-line would be immersed, and the flies 
would not fall naturally on the water, and fish might be alarmed by the sight of the 
casting-line. 

I would also point out, with regard to the distance between the flies ona cast, that 
the distance when fishing with three or four flies is commonly about 2ft., and that it 
1s not advisable for the fly cast to be longer than the rod, because there is in that 
case, under certain circumstances, a difficulty in landing fish, which an experienced 
angler will appreciate. 

With regard to creels, the objection to wooden creels is their weigat. I had a creel 
made of the material commonly called tin two seasons ago, which, including a broad 
leather strap, only weighs 2Ib. 7oz.,and I am much pleased with it. Mr. Relbitt, of 
ak a noted amateur angler, originated the idea ; my tin creel holds about 141b. of 

rout. 

With regard to hooks, I should like Mr. Tod to give Mr. Hall’s sneck-bend a trial, 
and compare the results with those of the round-bend hooks recommended by him, 





In conclusion, I would state that I am rather disappointed that an angler of such 

extensive experience as Mr, Tod has not given his views on hair for fly-casts, as con- 

trasted with gut.—I am, &c., HENRY CADMAN. 
Broom Hill, Gomersal, Oct. 19. 


TENCH-FISHING IN STILL WATERS. 

Srr,—Having served for more than twenty-five years in the Medical Department 
of the Army, my associates during that somewhat long period have been officers in 
the British Army, who, themselves gentlemen incapable of telling a falsehood, never 
suspect the commission of such an ungentlemanlike act in others without good and 
sufficient reason. Such being the case, I have naturally been much surprised to 
find that letters written by me on subjects connected with fishing, solely for the 
purpose of imparting to others information which might enable them to partici- 
pate in such sport as I had myself enjoyed, should have been received with dis- 
belief. 

There is one thing that I regret in having written such letters, and that is that 
by signing my name to them, instead of taking refuge in initials, I should have 
exposed myself to personal insult. With reference to the letters on the subject of 
fishing for tench in still waters, which have called forth this communication, I can 
only say that the general officer to whom I referred in my first letter told me that 
the tench he was almost daily in the habit of catching in the Bridgewater Canal 
were of such a size as nearly to feed his four sons, who were attending the Blundell 
School at this place, and that his butcher’s bill was, consequently, much reduced, 
which was an object to him, not being in affluent circumstances. I much regret to 
state that, having left Tiverton to resideat Henley-on-Thames, he fell dead when fish- 
ing in the Thames, struck down by apoplexy occasioned by exposure to the sun, With 
regard to the fish caught by him being real tench, 1 may say they possessed the bright 
yellow colour of a new penny and were covered with slime, having by no means a 
pleasant odour. The possession of this slime is said to enable them to heal the 
wounds of the pike, for which services they are always treated by that wolf of the 
waters with the leniency which they deserve. That he really caught, at all events, 
one tench may perhaps be proved to the satisfaction of even the most sceptical by 
the following fact :— 

Wishing to do a kind act to a lady who was a neighbour, he sent her one of the 
tench he had caught, which fully weighed 41b. It is well known that tench 
are very tenacious of life, and it chanced that when this fish reached its 
destination it still showed symptoms of life. This lady exclaimed, “Oh, poor 
thing, put it in a tub of water!” and this being done the tench displayed 
increased vitality. Such being the case, and being very tender-hearted, she then 
said, ‘Oh, poor thing, put it back into the canal!” (which happened to be close to 
her house). When put back into the canal it was evidently much pleased, and appa- 
rently not much the worse for its overland trip, as it immediately made off to stir 
up fresh bubbles by feeding at the bottom with its snout-like nose, and probably, in 
consequence of doing so, to be caught by some fisherman thus attracted, most probably 
not so merciful as again to restore it to its natural element. 

The mention of bubbles has reminded me that I have not answered one of the 
questions put by your correspondent, “M. A.,” as to the mode of distinguishing 
bubbles thus made by tench when feeding on the bottom from those caused by eels 
or the decay of vegetable matter. The former rise in complete circles to the. 
surface of the water, while the latter are single and also few and far between. 

While affording him this information, the correctness of which he will probably 
be disposed to dispute, I must at the same time tell him that of which he is 
evidently not aware, and that is, that in good society abbreviations are considered 
extremely vulgar, and never made use of by gentlemen, unless they are absolutely 
compelled to do so. It would, therefore, have been better, when he wished to 
express “ General Officer,” if he had written these words in full, and not made use of 
the letters “G.O.,” the meaning of which I was for a long time unable to com- 
prehend, 

I should now wish to state that my motives in writing letters on subjects con- 
nected with fishing having been misinterpreted and my word doubted, thereis only 
one course left for me to pursue, and that is, to cease to write them, which it is my 
intention to adopt, unless ‘‘ M. A.,” in the next issue of the FISHING GAZETTE, makes 
an ample apology for the highly improper tone he has thought proper to adopt in 
reference to my last letter on ‘ Tench-Fishing in Still Waters.” 

In conclusion, I cannot refrain from expressing a hope that those who may in the 
future send you letters for publication will write like gentJemen, and not in that 
spirit of controversy and contradiction too often indulged in, which is not only 
calculated to detract from the pleasures to be derived from the delightful art of 
angling, but also seriously to damage the interests of the FISHING GAZETTE. 

Regretting the length of this letter,—I am, Xc., 

Henry Downes, M.D., 
eputy Inspector-General of Hospitals, Army Medical Department (Retired). 


[ We think Dr. Downes has taken “ M. A.’s” remarks too seriously. We sent this 
letter to ““M. A.,” who sends the following note, which we hope Dr. Downes will 
accept.—ED. | 

“DEAR SrR,—I am extremely sorry to find that Dr. Downes has taken my criti- 
cism of his letter as a personal matter. This, I can assure him, was far from my 
intention, which was to correct what I and others thought an unintentional exag- 
geration, misleading to your readers, Apologising for the impression my letter 
produced upon your correspondent,—I am, &c., “MARK ANTONY.” 








Srr,—It is to be deplored that some of your correspondents, when commenting 
upon letters and articles that appear in the pages of the “F. G.,” cannot do so ina 
better tone and spirit, and I think if the writer of the letter over the initials of 
“MM. A.” knew Dr. Downes as I do, he would have spoken less offensively. Dr. 
Downes is not only a well-known member of the Tiverton Fishing Association, a 
gentleman, and a thorough angler, but the last person in the world intentionally to 
exaggerate or write untruthfully. I can vouch for what he says, inasmuch as I 
have fished the water he speaks of and taken large tench in the manner described, 
and seen other anglers do the same. 

Your correspondent wants to know if there is any means of distinguishing the 
bubbles caused by tench. It is extremely easy to tell this. When tench are on 
the moye, their course along the bottom of this water is denoted by innumerable 
bubbles rising to the surface in a very peculiar manner ; they resemble as nearly 
as possible the bubbles in a kettle of clear water that is gently boiling. These 
bubbles follow the course of the fish about the bottom as he works along from 
place to place, and to drop your worm in the track the fish is evidently following 
is almost a certain way of getting hold of him. Sometimes in the deeper pools I 
have seen a dozen lines of bubbles (from a dozen different fish) rising at once. I 
do not know how the bubbles are created—-one would imagine by the fish stirring 
up the bottom ; but this can hardly be the case, as I have never seen the water 
become discoloured at the same time. 

It is some years now since I fished for tench, or, in fact, bottom-fished at all. I 
remember the last time I did so I got four tench that weighed ten pounds, not so 
large as those Dr. Downes speaks of ; but I certainly know that tench weighing 
more than four pounds have been taken from this water. 

To a Londoner, whose strongest efforts to get a day’s miserable fishing in water 
around London are sometimes a failure, it would appear astounding that this water, 
close to Tiverton, and crammed as it is with big fish, is scarcely ever fished. This 
autumn I have been many times along its banks on my daily constitutional ramble, 
and never once haye I seen anyone fishing it beyond, perhaps, a truant schoolboy. 
And yet I have, at different times, seen enormous pike—between twenty and thirty 
pounds each—taken from this water, and I have myself been repeatedly broken by 
large tench and carp. In my opinion, not the least attractions of this water are the 
charming views of lovely scenery, in both Devon and Somerset, a ramble along its 
banks affords for miles, as also the solitary nature of the locality, rich in foliage 
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and aquatic verdure, with large white lilies in many places completely covering the 
surface of water, seldom disturbed by a passing boat or aught but the plunge of a 
pike or a water-hen. 

While frequently pursuing these rambles since I, at the end of the trout season 
on the Exe, put the rod aside, my attention has been given to the movements of 
the fish, and in no instance have I this autumn seen tench “bubbling.” I have 
some difficulty in accounting for this, and do not know the cause, unless the big 
jack havo been at work and left few tench to go through that performance ; or pos- 
sibly it inay be due to the water having been extremely low for weeks, and the tench 
consequently shy of moving about. It is now likely that the very heavy rains of 
the past few days may raise the water to its normal level and set the tench moving 
again. If such be the case, I shall have an opportunity of investigating the matter 
further, and of telling you the result.—I am, &c., 


Tiverton, Oct, 18. 18 np 





TENCH-FISHING NEAR TIVERTON. 

Sr1r,—I am an ardent angler of more than thirty years’ experience, and always 
peruse your paper with feelings of the greatest pleasure. Living the whole of my 
life on one of the best trout and salmon rivers in England, I naturally confine my 
angling tastes to the capture of the above fish, which, in my estimation, are the 
only kinds worthy to be sought for. I must say, though, that I am rather surprised 
at the language and tenor of your correspondent, “ M. A.,” in your issue of the 
16th inst., which infers that the days of ‘Munchausen” are being lived over 
again. 

Nine years since, on my return from abroad, I heard of the great catches of tench 
that had been achieved by a retired general, who was then living in our neighbour- 
hood, and on some occasions saw the fish. They fully realised the weight such as 
alluded to by Henry Downes, M.D., and in most cases were larger. I am perfectly 
confident that any assertion made by Dr. Downes cannot be otherwise than correct, 
having a slight knowledge of this gentleman; and Iam perfectly astonished that 
the veracity of such a well-known, experienced angler, both here and in almost all 
parts of the world, should be impugned by anyone—I am, &c., 


Tiverton, Devon. JOHN BURNE. 





PHOTOGRAPHY AND TRUTH. 

Str,—Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell, in the FisHing GAzETTE of Oct. 16th, quotes 
am American saying—‘ The machine can’t lie!” 

Now, this is very far from being fact. Apart from the exaggeration of light and shade 
produced by photography, and apart from the imperfections which even the best 
lenses possess, every photographer knows that wide-angle lenses employed on un- 
suitable objects, and even lenses of a focal length too short in proportion to the 
plate, will produce untruthful results. Using a short-focus lens, it would be the 
easiest matter to so arrange two fishes of exactly the same size, so that one of them 
should appear much larger than the other ; and amateurs often unwittingly pro- 
duce such false results, sometimes through ignorance, and sometimes through being 
confined to ove lens—for no lens is suitable for a// purposes. 

I have before me now certain photos of groups of boys, in which the biggest boys 
appear the smallest, through being placed behind the others, and thus at a greater 
distance from the short-focus lens employed. 

It is probably new to some of your readers that photography is not unfrequently 
used to give false evidence in our courts of law. This is effected easily enough by 
using lenses unsuited to the work to be done, and therefore perfectly suited to the 
purpose of deception. Many instances of this are given in the Photographic News 
—one of them in a recent number. 

We must, then, remember that “ the machine can lie,” and if we are to believe its 
evidence, we must know the conditions under which the photograph was taken.— 
Iam, kc., APLANATIC, 


FISHING IN THE OUSE AT HUNTINGDON. 

S1r,—I feelit my duty to again trouble you in reference to the fishing in the Ouse 

at Huntingdon. Your correspondent, H. Rout, is expected to write for the benefit 
of your numerous readers who are not residents here ; but is he not writing exactly 
opposite when he continually misrepresents the fishing here by saying subscriptions 
are required for fishing. This I beg to flatly contradict, and challenge H, Rout to 
qualify his statement, or withdraw it, and to say the fishing here is free to every 
fair angler. This I have said before in my previous letters to you, and H. Rout 
has never attempted to contradict it; in fact, my last letter to you still remains 
unanswered. 
- It was only the other day I was in conversation with Mr. I’. B. Thackray, who is 
one of the largest riparian owners in Huntingdon, and he assured me he had given 
the right of fishing in his waters to no one, nor had he appointed H. Rout to look 
after them, nor anyone else. 

Now, Sir, I think it will be an injustice to your readers if you still continue to 
say subscriptions are required for fishing in the Ouse at Huntingdon if H. Rout 
does not give his authority for collecting such subscriptions.—I am, &c., 

AN OLD OUSE ANGLER. 

[We think Mr. Rout should show clearly on whose authority he exacts subscrip- 
tions ee anglers ; it is not likely he would take money under “ false pretences.” 
—Ep. 





GOLDEN PERCH AND AZURINE CHUB. 

S1r,—On looking over an old file of Bell's Life for 1881, ina notice of the exhibits 
at the Norwich Fisheries Exhibition I found that golden perch supplied to the tanks 
by Lord Henniker were referred to. 

I have heard of Albino perch, and about ten years since caught a small specimen 
which was almost devoid of colour, but have never elsewhere seen the golden variety 
mentioned, Will any of your readers kindly favour me with any information they 
may possess on the subject ? 

Tam also curious on the matter of the 531b, azurine chub exhibited by Mr. T. EH, 
Gunn, of Norwich, at the 1883 Fisheries.—1 am, &c., GIANT, 


CREELS—A SUGGESTION. 

Srtr,—Mr. Tod, in his most interesting essay upon Wet Fly-fishing, when alluding 
to creels, informs us that he has remained faithful to the old wicker basket until 
now. I confess with sorrow that, until this last season, I unwittingly did the same ; 
for I was quite ignorant, and also to some extent incredulous, as to what I now 
undoubtedly consider the twenty per cent. better condition of the fish when turned 
out of the solid unperforated receptacle after a long day’s fishing ; and this im- 
provement is not merely in appearance—a matter of no slight importance 
—but is most pronounced in their edible qualities. The appearance of 
the North-country ferret-box-looking highly-varnished wooden creel did not 
fascinate me. It does not fit snugly to the back, and projects very much, thereby 
being more or less in the way in passing through plantations, gaps, &c., owing to 
the impossibility of curving and moulding the wood so that the weight of the fish 
may be thrown in the same manner as in the best-shaped baskets, and it is of course 
heavier. However, it possesses the merit of being an;admirable seat, practically 
indestructible, and perfectly cleanly. 

At last the superiority of the fish turned out of the fishing-box of a friend induced 
me to try a close creel, so invested in a tin creel at Mr. Gillett’s, 40, Fetter-lane, 
London (it was devised by Mr. G. A, Yarde), The result is a vast improvement on 
the basket in cleanliness, durability, and the condition of the fish, but is heavy, 
though much more compact than the wooden ones. Now the idea has occurred to 
me, why should we not have paper ones—papier-mdché ? They could be moulded to 
any shape, and, whether made of the pulp or of layers of paper, hydraulic compres- 
sion on moulds ought to render them strong, light, and durable. The interior 
could be black japanned, and, by the way, what could be more effective than a 2lb. 
trout lying on a background of black japan?—and the exterior could be left of the 
yellow-brown of the material, varnished with best varnish, treated with some 


means of taking off the shine. To avoid the nuisance, so frequent in the brass 
fittings of ordinary baskets of nuts coming unscrewed, rivets getting loose, &c., the 
hinges and fastenings could be inserted into the body of the material with serrated 
flanges in the course of manufacture, exact to position, and unless the whole thing 
was torn and broken to fagments, they would be immovable. Iam ignorant of the 
minutia of papier-maché manufacture, but it seems to me that if flour barrels, boats, 
railway wheels, chimneys. &c., can be made of this substance cheaply and to 
advantage, it ought to be easily applicable to the purpose in view, and, after the 
original moulds were made and flange fittings designed, the creels ought to be 
turned out in any number cheaply, effectively, and profitably.—I am, Xc., 
G. Li. DICKIN. 

[This is a capital suggestion ; we hope some manufacturer will take it up and see 
ifa creel of papier mdché strong enough would be much lighter than a tin creel. 
There can be no question the air-tight creel keeps the fish fresh and moist, 
and the wicker creel allows them to get dry and shrivel up. We have occasion to 
know this from a rather unusual circumstance. Some years ago we journeyed to 
Ripon to fish a redoubtable champion of hair v. gut. “ Herne the Hunter” had 
been out fishing when we first met him, and what struck us was the diminutive size 
of his creel, and the fact that it was made of stiff leather moulded into a sort of 
cottage-loaf-cut-in-half shape, 3 (it was about the size of half a “ half-quartern ’ 
loaf). The result of the match—the only angling match we ever fished—was that 
because in a long day’s fishing some of the trout in our wicker creel got dry, our 
worthy opponent insinuated that we had beaten him unfairly ; in fact, that the 
fish were in our creel when we started fishing! He had got fish which were fresh 
and moist in his air-tight affair, Ona hot day with a dry wind fish will set quite 
stiff and dry in a wicker creel in an hour or two; ona wet, damp day, of course 
they keep moist much longer.—ED. | 





WHITE MOHAIR. 
Sir,—Referring to “ Pat’s” letter in your paper of last week, I herewith inclose 
a sample of the long white mohair therein asked for. We could supply this to any 
house in the trade requiring same at a very moderate price.—We are, «c., 
Redditch. W. BARTLEET AND SONS, 


DONKEY FUR FOR SALMON FLIES. 

S1r,—White donkey fur is very good, keeping its colour, and showing well, and I 
think your correspondent will find it answer his purpose. I obtained mine from a 
very white donkey by combing with a small-toothed comb.—I am, Xc., 

Birmingham, Oct, 19th. H. D. CROMPTON. 











SCOTCH NOTES. 


Dre (KINCARDINE O’NeIL).—Angling on this section of the river has greatly 
improved during the past few days’ owing to the recent flooded state of the water ; 
but the sport obtained is small compared with what it generally is in the month of 
October. On the Ballogie water, on Monday, J. Mortimer, keeper, landed the top 
weight of the season as yet. which scaled 38}]b.—a beauty, newly run. On the 
Borrowstone water, J. C. Wordie, Esq., had one of 18lb.; and A. McDougall, keeper, 
one of 31lb. On Wednesday, on the Norton House water, Wm. Lamond, Hsq., had 
one of 831b. On Thursday, on the Desswood water, Mr. John Harper landed two, 
8 and 10lb. ; and on the Norton water, J. Nicoll, keeper, had two, 6 and 18lb.; while 
J. Scott had one of 71b, on the Carlogie water ; and Wm. E. Nicol, Esq., one of 141b. 
on the Ballogie water. On Saturday Mr. Wm. Lamond had one of 81b. on the 
Norton House water. We hope for a big report next week.—WM. BLACKLAWS AND 
Son. 

DEE (DEESIDE HyDROPATHIC),—A number of fine fresh-run fish have been got 
in this water since the rainy weather set in. One party had three beauties in one 
day. Most of the fish have been large. Between this and the 31st, the closing day, 
excellent sport is likely to be got if the river keeps in steady flow, as the pools are 
now very well stocked, and fish are every day coming up from the sea, Many very 
heavy fishes ascended on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—So far, the autumn fishing on the Dee this year has 
been a comparative failure. Many of the very best reaches have yielded very poorly, 
and it now seems that the fishing is to be quite as bad as it was in 1884, a year 
notably barren of sport in the “back end.’ ‘The rain was too long in coming, and 
ever since it came the river has been very unsettled, jumping up and down, and 
otherwise unsuitable for sport being got. Not a single beat has yielded up to its 
yield for an average year, and in no case—even for a day—has a single very good 
take been obtained. Now that there is little more than a week to go, the prospect, 
it must be confessed, is far from cheering. The whole thing amounts to this ; that 
if there is not enough water in the river by the middle of September to encourage the 
fish lying in the bays to run up, fishing after that date turns out more or less of a 
failure. Taking advantage of the fish not being able to ascend this autumn for want of 
sufficient water, poachers have been operating with nets in the bay since the netting 
season ended, and there is no saying what havoc they may have accomplished. Every 
year the poachers are getting more daring. The best killing flies up to date have 
been the Gordon, Dunt, Jock Scott, Grey Eagle, and Silver Doctor. 

Don.—This river has got into spate at last, and some fish may be got now with 
the rod. Poachers have been doing well lately, for in addition to destroying the 
fish wholesale the other week, they have openly been coming down the principal 
streets of Aberdeen in broad daylight, carrying fish in bags on their backs, with the 
heads and tails protruding. This is too bad. It’s a fortunate thing that the mill- 
owners on Don cannot prevent spates coming at times, otherwise, in consequence of 
their dykes and dams, the Don would soon cease to exist as a salmon river. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—The Nith continues in capital condition for salmon, and good 
sport istherule. Mr. Charteris, Mr. Coltart, and Dr. John Cunningham, Dumfries, 
have caught big fish this week. Messrs. Charteris and Coltart did well at Lincluden 
and Carnsalloch, the latter gentleman having killed several heavy salmon, while 
Dr, Cunningham successfully landed one of 1431b., which he sent to the Industrial 
School. The weather and water are favourable,and large numbers of local anglers 
have been out during the last few days. In the mid-reaches of the Annan there has 
been grand sport, despite the north-easterly winds that have been frequently blowing. 
Mr. W. J. Halliday, Lochmaben, had a nice 8lb. salmon, and Mr, W. Gibson, Barras, 
would have had a much more valuable prize had it not broken away. On Monday, 
Mr. Halliday killed a 201b. fish, and Mr. B. Little, Lochmaben, secured one which 
nearly scaled 301b. Last Friday Mr. A. McLean, Lockerbie, was the lucky captor of 
a 26lb, salmon; Mr. Bray, one of 22lb.; Mr. A. Cameron, two, of 21lb. and 14Ib. ; 
Mr. Fergusson, two, of 111b. and 221b. ; Mr. Dobie, Dam House, one of 22lb.; Mr, W. 
Wightmar and Mr. W. Dinwoodie, salmon of about 121». to 14lb. On Wednesday Mr. D. 
Wightman, Lockerbie, killed a 12lb. salmon ; Mr. G. Beattie, Shillahill, one at 281b. ; 
and Mr. Thos. Jardine one at 281b. In the Hoddom district of the Annan, Mr. Steel 
landed a fish scaling 17lb.,and Mr. Graham one at 21lb. The Hsk has been richly 
rewarding votaries of the gentle art since the heavy floods, Some splendid takes are 
reported. Mr. John Wylie, Canonbie, has had four salmon weighing from 16 to 22lb, 
each, Major Orme, who is staying at the Cross Keys, Canonbie, has had three 
salmon, weighing 24, 16, and 7lb. respectively; and another gentleman staying at 
the same hotel had a splendid fish weighing 27lb. Mr. M‘George, Langholm, had a 
fish of 22lb. weight in the Irvine House water, and Mr. Carthew-Yorstoun, of 
Irvine House, has had seven fine salmon. Mr. Walter Scott, of Holmfoot, Lang- 
holme, has had two fish, 20 and 16lb.; and Mr. David Reid, Langholm, has landed 
four, weighing 19,18, 15, and 91b. Mr, Edgar, Longtown, has caught three, weigh- 
ing 18, 14, and 12lb.; and Mr. T. Jamieson, Westerhall, has had a nice fish, 16lb. 
weight. In Langholm Water Mr. T, Morrison, Langholm, had a fish of 14lb, in 
the Caul Pool. Mr. George Maxwell one of 183lb.,and Mr. D, Reid one of 7lb. Mr. J. 
Campbell has had a fish of 201b, in the Broomholme Water. Mr. R. Steel, Canonbie, 
has also landed two nice fish, and, besides those mentioned, a very large number of 
takes have been made in the “Double waters” and in Canonbie water. 
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Amongst the takes in the. Liddle may be mentioned those of Mr. W. 
Stoddart ‘and Mr. W. Armstrong, who had fish weighing 19 and I4lb. 
The rivers in the district of Langholm may be set down as the finest in this part of 
Scotland, and they have the additional attraction of running through some delightful 
scenery: They have the advantage of being under the fostering care of a model 
association, which is pursuing an intelligent and vigorous policy which will doa 
great deal to place angling upon a proper footing. These associations have a great 
deal-to contend with, and many odds to fight against; but the Esk and Liddle 
Fisheries Association has elicited, not only the sympathy, but also the active support 
of prominent landowners, who are prepared to give every encouragement to bond 
Jide anglers. Negotiations are afoot with the object of inducing the lower proprietors 
(Lord Lonsdale and Sir Frederick Graham) to remove the nets which are placed at 
the mouth of the river on the Solway Coast.’ These have done much to prevent the fish 
getting up the stream, and were they away, anglers in the upper waters would certainly 
havea great boon conferred upon them. So far I learn that the two gentlemen 
principally interested seem inclined to favour the proposals of the association, the 
terms of which have not yet transpired.—B. 

Locu AwE.—The following fish were taken by gentlemen out from the Taycreg- 
gan Hotel last week :—Mr. Kissack, a grilse of 41b., two salmon of 71b, and 18lb., and 
a Salmo ferox of 5lb., and some nice 4lb. trout. Mr. Vernor, good baskets of trout 
averaging 3lb. each. Mr, Bishop, two salmon, 7lb. and 10lb. Messrs. Kissack and 
Vernor took baskets of trout off the hill lochs, running up six dozen. 

LOCHAWE (PoRTSONACHAN HorE).—The angling on Lochawe being practically 
over for this year, it may interest your readers to know the number of fish caught 
during the season, The undernoted figures refer to the fish killed from the Port- 
sonachan Hotel alone. If these be taken as, perhaps, the half of the total number 
killed on the whole loch, a good idea is got of the execution done during the season, 
Of trout, there were 10,862 killed in all ; taking these as averaging 41b. each (which 
is rather under than over the mark), the total weight would be 5,431lb. Forty 
salmon were killed during the season, weighing 251lb,, and 9 Salmo ferox, or large 
trout, weighing 48lb.—THoMAS CAMERON, 

TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Since my last notes, the disciple of the rod and line has had 
to be content with resting on his oars. It would seem that Jupiter Pluvius—not 
being a lessee of any of the salmon fishings on the Tweed, or even being a privileged 
party to fish the Teviot—had taken a notion to try the patience and the temper of 
the devotees of Old Izaak, and surely enough he has succeeded to the utmost, for 
just as the water had got into splendid angling order, and the various streams and 
pools grandly stocked with fish, than the flood gates of heaven seemed to open, and 
for some three or four days the pluvial descents were most discouraging to the 
angler. Of eourse, with this state of things, fishing was out of the question, and the 
rivers began to rise again very quickly, after having fallen from the heavy flood you 
reported last week, and they have, up to and including to-day, never been 
less than 2}ft. above their normal level, while they have also been as high as 6ft., 
and having ranged, we may say, during the week from 3ft. to 53ft. After the 

floods fell on Tuesday (last week), angling was practicable on Thursday and Friday, 
but since then angling has been at a discount; and it may truly be said that to be 
an angler one must have the patience of Job and a temper of the most genial 
description. However, to hark back to fishing proper, I may say that both rivers 
have, by the late floods, again received a large consignment of fresh-run fish, and 
the pools and other salmon fastnesses on both rivers are now teeming with fish, and 
should the clerk of the weather only keep in a good mood, and favour the partisans 
of the rod and line for the remainder of the season, rare sport is anticipated 
by the lovers of the gentle art. The following are the takes not previously 
reported by us, some of which have been caught since last notes appeared : 
—On the 14th inst., her Grace the Duchess of Roxburghe killed four splendid 


salmon on the Floors Castle upper water, and. on the Hendersyde water 
one fish was killed. On the following day, on the Carham water, Mr. J. R. Hay- 
Gordon, Liverpool, had a grand day, killing eight salmon, all good weight ; while 
Mr. Parker killed one of 171b. on the same water. Mr, Hay-Gordon’s weights were 
28, 21, 20, 19, 18, 18,17, and 16lb. On the Floors upper water Sir William Hart- 
Dyke, the same day, killed eleven salmon; and on the lower water Mr. G. C. 
Barrington, London, killed nine salmon—makine the good total of twenty fish for 
the two rods; while on the lower water her Grace the Duchess of Roxburghe 
killed seven salmon, all of good weight, and two of them were landed just 


above “Bob's” boat at “ Daniel’s Den.” No fishing was available on 
Friday or Saturday owing to the pluvial descents, and the following 
are the takes reported to us from the districts of the Tweed :— 


Pavilion Water : On Monday (Oct. 11), Colonel Robert Henry had two fish, 201b.and 
21lb. ; Major Blackwood four, the heaviest 201h. ; Major Dene four, heaviest 241b. 
On Tuesday, Major Blackwood had one salmon, while Wednesday wasa blank day. 
On Thursday, General Henry one of 15lb, On Friday, Captain Erskine one of 211b. 
Saturday, water in flood. During the week trout-fishing was fair; Mr. Cowan 
(Hildon House) and Mr. Freer (Fordel) both caught good baskets, several of the trout 
weighing over 1lb. On the Littledean and Mertoun under water, Sir James Brunlees 
and the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P., had fair sport before the rivers came down, 
killing ten fish between them in two days. On the same water, at the Craig, Mertoun, 
Goodfellow (Lord Polwarth’s keeper) had one of 211b., and one of 20Ib. at the Willow 
Bush the next day. On Lord Brougham’s water, on October 11, Mr. Arkwright had 
eight, and another gentleman a like number. On the following day, at the Webbs, 
Lord Brougham had nine salmon. The rivers to-day (Thursday) have considerably 
fined down, and angling will be in full swing to-morrow should no more rain fall 4 
the thermometer, however, is on the upward move, and as the wind has got in the 
south, we are in the hopes that we are now in for a spell of settled weather.—MAXx- 
WHEEL, Kelso, Oct. 21. 

Sphy.—The rod-fishing on Spey closed for the season last Friday. The angling 
in spring was very poor, and early in summer it was far inferior to what it used to 
be, The autumn fishing was not anywhere a great success ; but low down, in the 
Duke’s water, where the best sport in autumn is always had, it was moderately fair. 
Most of the anglers having reaches higher up than Cruigellachie had a poor fishing, 
the season all through taken into account. Next spring not a few anglers are to 
give the Spey fish a good trial with the natural minnow. On Friday the weather 
was cold, the wind in the east, and the river in spate ; consequently little was done 
as a wind-up. 
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IRISH NOTES. 


BALLYNAHINCH.—Since last report only four rods have fished above ; two rods 
had ten salmon and thirty-two trout, the other two rods had eight salmon and 
twenty-seven trout between them. Every prospect of good fishing till the end of 
the season.—CLIFDEN. 














GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies ‘sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen. 
arders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 


Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition. Terms acc rding to requirements. Highest references given 
and required. Address, MRS. MARQUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks. Reference kindly 
permitted to Editor of the FISHING GAZETTH, 
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‘S WADING BOOTS. 





INDIARUBBER FISHING BOOTS. 





elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly. 


Very large and choice Stock. 
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THE IMPROVED 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET, 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 


ANDERSON’S 
BUCKLAND JACKET, 


With the addition of their “BAILEY” WATER- 
PROOF RIDING APRON, makes an excellent Riding 
and Hunting Waterproof. 
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See The Field, April, 3, 1886. 
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IN Coe TG) TBs. 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &«. 
‘must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Uale:s 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces, 














_TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d, 
»» Six Months ” ” ”» ”» ” Cogees capers 5 4 
x, Three Months ,, 2 8 


To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription, including postage 12 6 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
88, Fleet-street, London, 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” 


The 


TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


FPishine- Gazette: 
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THE STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN WINCHESTER 
CATHEDRAL. 

SPECIAL Notics.—By permission of the Dean and Chapter of 
Winchester Cathedral an Illuminated Parchment Scroll, giving a 
list of the subscribers to the Izaak Walton Statue Fund, will be 
placed in the archives of the Cathedral on the occasion of the cere- 
mony of unveiling the statue. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 





eae. 
Amount already acknowledged ..........++++ gee 
BON PCOATPIUE NOCIGGVonvter.ra<0dsascecoasscass> Oe Ds =0 
See RI BINDS BURG a ceas'n ere carlns neg dvviee sed aeenantns 43 Qe Me 10) 
COLUM A DTIGZCS. Gousinecessosaete A oAGRBABOCR OCCT tO 
Portsmouth Waltonian Angling Society .. 0 5 0 
The following members of the Ports- 
mouth Waltonian Society, as a first | 
contribution, each one shilling, per Mr. 
KE. R. Hill :—Massrs. J. S. Dyer, E. R. 
Hill, R. Roots, J. Marks, G. Frampton, 017 0 
H. Redward, W. H. Rastrick, G. Fal- a 
james, T.Faljames, Dr. Sall, J.R. Bracey, 
C. Grimes, J. R. Constantine, S. B. 
Long, J. H. Easton, E. Spinner, J. E. | 
Buck ..... Petreebetese ete tocachitesess. ssqcceseres J 
Royal Berks Seed Establishment Angling 
BML OU Vitae patie caicac Se anon Poh ten Sib ee Ss re 010 6 
J. H. W. (The Piscatorial Society) ......... 010 6 
Pea Ven eee: habs ire Mat cpstbes wa ccdgade gedacd ses 03 010 6 
W. Thomas, Esq. (Fly-Fishers’ Club) ...... 010 6 
Dee Vien Gan PUG LL SMS(. © Gurcciccnsetsssnostoatenass ee 
Grange Angling Society ...........csccssscesees (i) ay 
T. Plews, Esq. (Fly-Fishers’ Club) ......... 14S ag] 
J. Crozier» KS 227.005. Reni sGtoawig de esnetdinp sass 0 5 0 
plats Viable Sascida dc cas boNiies edited «0 Sealer case ses Om aes 0 
Wie Gr DSOM OSG GIASCO Wis sees. cseceasdccnecce Ome 2e.6 
Pride of Derby Angling Society............... je 
£36 15 0 


Subscriptions can be sent to R. B. Marston, Ed. FISHING 
GAZETTE, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. They should 
be marked “for Walton Statue Fund,” and will be acknowledged in 
the GAZETTE. Anglers who would like to be connected with this 
movement need not hesitate because they cannot afford much. 





FISH CULTURE. 


Mr. W. A. Carrer, of the National Fish Culture Association, sends us the 
following note :— 


“In consequence of increased demands from public bodies for grants of fish 
for the purpose of stocking depleted waters, the National Fish Culture Associa- 
tion have considerably widened the scope of their operations by erecting a new 
hatchery and enlarging their rearing ponds at their fish culture establishment at 
Delaford Park, Bucks. The Association has also formed a series of additional 
ponds for propagating coarse fish a3 well as Salmonide. This work has been 
carried out upon the most approved scientific principles under the direction of 
Mr. W. Oldham Chambers, Secretary to the Association. Special facilities are 
to be afforded to Boards of Conservators and other public bodies for raising fish 
for their respective waters ; and in order to obviate the cost attending it, the 
Association have undertaken to receive and incubate any number of ova, and 
return the fry when hatched to the various rivers. ‘Towards meeting the large 
outlay involved in carrying this work into effect, the following contributions 
have been received by the Association :—The Worshipful Company of Fish- 
mongers, £210 ; the Marquis of Exeter, £10 ; the Duke of Bedford, £10 ; Sir 
Albert K. Rollit, M.P., £5 ; Mr. T. J. Mann, £25; Mr. Burdett Coutts, £10 ; 
Mr. W. Burgess, £10.” 





Mr. HERBERT GLADSTONE has contributed an article on the all-important sub- 
ject of “National Physical Education,” to the book which is to be published in 
December next, in connection with the opening of “Olympia,” the new National 
Agricultural Hall at Kensington. 


“A BOOK OF THE RUNNING BROOK AND OF STILL 
WATERS.” 


By LAapy CoLIN CAMPBELL. 
(Continued from page 219.) 


SPACE forbids us to dwell on the portion of Lady C. Campbell’s 
work which she has devoted to our “ Small Fry”; but her readers 
may congratulate themselves that she has not “ despised the day of 
small things.”” The remarks on the gudgeon especially will com- 
mend themselves to the judicious gown met. 

A gudgeon well fried is, indeed, little, if at all, inferior to a fried smelt, and 
we would emphasize the directions she quotes from Frank Buckland for cook- 
ing this dainty little fish, particularly on the two points of wiping out instead of 
washing, and of making the oil or fat in which he is to be fried boil briskly. 
Indeed, these two rules are of paramount importance in the dressing of all 
freshwater fish. They should never be touched with water inside, unless it be 
boiling water for their cooking ; and, if fried (whether with oil, which is best, 
or with good fresh butter, which is second best, or with some pure fat, which 
does very well), should enter the frying-pan when its contents are, not simmering 
merely, but really boiling. Jf gudgeon are excellent as food for man, they are 
not less so for large trout—witness the giants of the Thames, who have aspecial 
fondness for those gravelly ballast-holes which are the favourite haunts of 
gudgeon. 

As to minnows and loach, we have eaten both, and can endorse our author's 
praise of their excellence. Weremember in our youth dragging avery small stream 
with a casting-net, and making a meal of the minnows thus sinfully captured. 
They were simply delicious, but rather troublesome to the cook. ‘There is a 
stage, however, in minnow growth at which the young fry are close upon 
2in. long, and almost transparent, and these tender infants are whitebait to all 
intents and purposes. But this a delicacy we dare not recommend in the 
present scarcity of minnows. We would rather urge on all preservers of 
trout-waters the importance of keeping up a good head of these most valuable 
bait-fish. It would be a great benefit to angling if some enterprising club would 
take up the wholesale breeding of minnows. The constant cleaning out and 
general lowering of spring ditches has greatly diminished their number in many 
good trouting districts within ourown memory. Loach are also very good trout 
diet as well as trout bait, but will not, like the minnow, thrive in clear pools, nor 
in all clear streams. They require a peculiar bottom, with coarse gravel and 
plenty of good-sized stones. 

Of the eighth and last chapter of the useful little treatise before us we may 
honestly say that we wish it had been longer. Considering how much our 
ancestors knew on the subject of fishponds, and how usefully they applied their 
knowledge, while at present there are few, if any, managed in a business-like 
manner except those devoted to the breeding of Salmonide, it must be admitted 
that in this matter at least ours has not been an age of progress. Frank Buck- 
land’s remark, quoted in this chapter, on “‘ Dubravius de Piscinis,” that ‘ Bishop 
or no bishop, he knew more about fish-ponds than we do at the present day,” is 
a palpable hit. Yet Dubravius wrote more than three centuries ago. What 
renders the recent British failure in cultivating this useful and profitable indus- 
try more remarkable is that our co-temporaries on the Continent pursue it 
systematically and successfully, as will be seen from Lady Colin Campbell’s 
account of carp-ponds in the Limousin, and of Austrian fish-breeding. Her book 
appears te bear out the following among other less important conclusions with 
regard to the management of fish-ponds kept for profit. 

1. They should be of moderate size. 

2. They should form, if possible, a continuous series or chain of ponds, with 
a view, amongst other things, to keeping separate either different sorts of fish, or 
the same sort at different stages of their growth. The value of such a series of 
ponds will, in our view, be greatly enhanced if they have a common feeder in the 
shape of a regulated stream of clear water, however small. 

3. A pond should contain but one kind of fish. This rule, however, should, 
we think, be subject to some exceptions. Tench and perch, we think, will live 
very well together; indeed, the tench is never a bad neighbour. And again, 
where pike are kept for the market, a stock of the prolific and quick-growing 
rudd in thesame pond will be found very useful. We do not, however, believe 
that pike will pay as well in store-ponds as the Cyprinide, unless, perhaps, in the 
fen districts, where the supply both of the young pike and of the scale-fish on 
which they fatten is large and easily accessible. 

4. The ponds should be periodically drained dry, the best seasons for this 
operation being the spring and autumn. Dubravius recommends that the bed of 
a pond when dry should be ploughed and then sown or planted, say with barley, 
eabbages, or rye-grass. Buckwheat, we fancy, would also do well. In our 
author's opinion this plan is the best possible, and if our memory does not deceive 
us, a modern Dutch authority in high repute, Gottlieb Boccius, also recommends 
it. Buteven if the pond is simply left dry for a season and exposed to the 
atmospheric influences, “ the fish when again turned in will thrive marvellously.” 
There seems, however, to be no doubt that a thorough turning up of the dry 
mud, like that effected by the plough, increases the feeding power of the pond 
when refilled. And it is an interesting fact—no doubt illustrating the same 
principle—that the presence of ducks on a pond or stream is found to be an 
immense advantage to the fish, as the ‘‘rootling” of the birds serves to disturh 
the bottom. It is probable that the breeding of water-insects, and perhaps the 
healthy growth of some kinds of water-weed, is thus promoted. But the 
caution must be borne in mind thatif ducks and geese are useful in a stew-pond, 
they are most objectionable in a breeding-pond, where they play the very mis- 
chief with the spawn and with the fry in their first helpless stage. By the way, 
preservers of fisheries will do well to remember that swans are most destructive 
to the spawn of fish—that of perch especially. We could ill dispense with their 
presence on the Thames, where they add a charm to the picture, as they “ float 
double, swan and shadow.” Yet we confess that when we have watched an old 
swan deliberately passing through his bill a long streamer of water-weed, beaded 
with perch-spawn, which he strips off and swallows like so much green fat, we 
have felt sorely tempted to say, with Scott's gudeman— 


“The de’il clink doon wi’ that, Oh!” 


5th. It is very desirable to have some deep retreat, towards which the fish in 
a pond may draw together as the water is let off—a “collector,” in fact, of 
masonry or concrete, whence they may be readily taken when wanted. Lady 
Colin Campbell quotes a description of a movable collector (such as might easily 
be combined with the fixed chamber) introduced by a Mr. Salvin during the 
reign of Queen Anne into a well-constructed chain of ponds, and deserving of 
notice in these days. It is certainly well worth while to save the trouble and 
expense of the scramble—however amusing to witness—which takes place at the 
yearly gathering of the carp from the Limousin ponds. — ; 

6th. It is above all, and in all cases, necessary that fish intended for the market 
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should be well and constantly fed. This object may no doubt be fairly secured by 
duly proportioning the stock to the body of water in each pond, and by encouraging 
the growth of pond-weeds favourable to the breeding of insects and mollusca as 
fish-diet. But external aids to the food supply should not be neglected, such as 
boiled grain, greaves, lob-worms, and brandlings (both easily obtainable in large 
quantities by those who know their habits), and gentles, which may be supplied 
to any amount in warm weather by hanging the carcasses of cats, rabbits, or 
carrion birds above the water. Blow-flies will be found the cheapest of 
purveyors. 

We wish above all things to direct the attention of fish-growers to the para- 
mount importance of this “ food-question.” The sea affords a natural and 
inexhaustible supply of proper aliment to its finny inhabitants. Lakes and rivers 
do the same in a lesser degree, though the latter are much interfered with by 
farmers and millers, and more offensively by factories and sewers. But 
fish-ponds, constructed and regulated in order to grow fish for profit, exist under 
artificial conditions, and will succeed or fail, as the stock are well supplied with 
food by special human arrangement, or left hungry in hungry waters. ‘he 
occupation of the fish-grower is analogous to that of the grazier or sheep-farmer ; 
the scaly herd must be fed in fat pastures to make them marketable. And it 
should be borne in mind that the arrangement of ponds which is_ theoretically 
best is in many localities unattainable, and in others could only be attained at a 
cost fatal to hopes of profit. We have already pointed out that the greater por- 
tion of the ‘‘ waste waters,” which cry aloud to be utilised for the supply of the 
best freshwater fish, lie along our railways, generally too much on a level for a 
graduated chain of ponds. Such waters may be difficult to drain off, and the net 
may be needed to secure the crop of fish; or, again, in populous or cheaply 
accessible neighbourhoods, pools of large extent may be formed, which will pay 
the lessee better if preserved for angling purposes than if used in rearing fish 
for the market. In this case the stock must not be limited to one, or even two, 
kinds of fish, and it will’ be a work of some judgment to select the kinds best 
suited to the water, and to the probable demand. Anglers think much of fish 
which are hardly known in the market. Bream, for instance, are eagerly and 
skilfully fished for, being prized both for their size and their fighting power. We 
may add, however, that the bream, though rarely seen in a shop, is during the 
cold months by no means a bad fish for the table. His flesh is well-flavoured, 
and he is big enough for filleting, a mode of cookery which we recommend as 
well suited to most of our large freshwater fish. To return from this culinary 
digression, we may remark that a really large sheet of water, if judiciously 
stocked, ought to be able to support sundry species of pond fish, and bring them 
all to a fair maturity. We believe the lake at Hendon to be acase in point, and in 
our younger days the Serpentine certainly was so. More than 60 years ago we “as- 
sisted,” under colour of an angling permit from the then Ranger of Hyde Park, at the 
netting of a portion of this now unproductive sheet of water, and can testify 
that the “net proceeds” were very large. They comprised handsome specimens 
of pike (one weighing 14lb.), perch, carp, and tench, with well-grown roach and 
Prussian carp in great abundance. Every angler can multiply similar instances. 
There are, however, two special requisites without which a pool will not carry 
a good head of several different kinds of fish : there must be variety of depth and 
variety of bottom. Bream will not thrive without deep holes ; pike and perch 
without weedy reaches of moderate depth. Carp and tench affect deep rather 
than shallow water, but cannot dispense with a few inches of mud, and seem 
specially to enjoy an overshadowing growth of water-lilies. Small fry of all 
kinds will be better for the protection of a gravelly shallow, which they will 
keep clean. Cyprinidw, without fish of prey, will be apt to multiply too fast, 
and size and condition will be sacrificed to mere numbers. Perch and pike, we 
believe, should always go together, except in mere store-ponds ; the “ water- 
wolves” will keep down the numbers of the too prolific perch, and the survivors 
will be the “ fittest” for the table! Our author is quite right in discarding the 
mythical notion that a sizeable pike will find difficulty or danger in thinning a 
shoal of young perch, dorsal spines notwithstanding. 

We must here reluctantly take leave of Lady Colin Campbell’s useful and 
amusing little book, which we trust will prove successful in promoting the 
culture of our best pond fish, both for food and sport. But we must venture, 
before closing our remarks, to say a few words respecting that branch of pisci- 
culture which lies outside the scope of her work, but which has happily been 
progressive, while the rearing of perch and pike, tench and carp appears to have 
retrograded. 

The non-migratory Salmonide are now largely and successfully bred in various 
localities, so that with little difficulty and moderate expense not mere fry only, 
but healthy two-year-old fish, may be obtained for stocking lake or river. It is 
enough to mention the fish-breeding establishment at Howietown, and those 
Haslemere ponds which that accomplished angler-naturalist, Mr. Ffennell, 
recently described in the Times. Brown trout (é.e., the ordinary Salmo JSario), 
grayling, Salmo levenensis, and Salmo fontinalis—the American charr—are all 
fairly in the market, to say nothing of that objectionable variety of the lake 
trout known as Salmo ferox. We will dismiss the grayling first, with the remark 
that it is a fish well worth cultivating in the lower reaches of all trout streams, 
where the fords run deep and the trout are few and heavy. But the 
varieties of the brown trout are so many that caution ought to 
be exercised in the choice of stock. We wish to enforce what 
has already been said on this subject by a writer in the Badminton 
Library. The question is essentially one of dietary. If the new stock be re- 
moved to a stream or lake, whey they find better and more abundant food than 
their native waters afforded, they will thrive and improve ; if they change their 
hereditary diet for the worse, they will fall off in size and flavour. Hence, burn- 
trout are excellent stock, while it would be difficult to name any water to which 
the trout of Loch Leven could be transferred without degenerating. As regards 
the Salmo fontinalis, the experiment is most likely to answer if it be tried in 
cold mountain lakes. Speaking from personal experience, we are certain that 
Salmo fontinalis cannot be advantageously cultivated side by side with the ordi- 
nary river trout in our lowland streams, or even in mountain streams in this 
country ; it is acharr, and those who care to cultivate a fish which, in this 
country, at any rate, does not rise freely to the fly, should put it into waters 
suitable for charr. 
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STRET-PEGGING FOR DACE WITH THE WORM. 


STRET-PEGGING is the most deadly method of fishing a current with 
which I am acquainted. The 12in, or 18in. length of gut below the 
bottom shot is ever on the move, and on that account presents a 
a peculiarly tempting bait to fish when in search for food, 

A Good Water.—In a nice, gentle, gradual rise—a quick rise not half so good 
—in a slightly discoloured water, I have had some excellent takes of silver 
bream, dace, roach, flounders, and eels, with an odd perch, for all the akove- 
mentioned are in the habit of frequenting the shores in a water of this 
description. Of course S.P. can be (and is) carried on in almost any water ; 










but I prefer a slightly-discoloured water for choice. When §.P. in a gin- 
fine water, the tackle should be of the finest possible description. 

A Good Place.—You must pick out a nicely-shaded spot, with a clear sandy 
or gravelly bottom and overhanging willows, or by the side of flags and rushes, 
where the stream glides placidly along by the side of a plumb bank, or where a 
point of land juts out into the water, often forming a little bay into which the 
stream steadily flows, but always where there is a stream. A slow, heavy 
stream, to be found near beds of reeds and rushes, often proves a good place in 
the latter part of the season, more especially for roach. 

Ground-Baiting.—In nine cases out of ten the ground-bait should be pitched 
from two to four yards above, but in a line with the float ; the stronger the 
stream the higher the ground-bait must be thrown ; and to ground-bait properly 
in very powerful streams clay must be resorted to, and, in my humble opinion, 
the worms should not be cut up too small. If the current be at all strong, 
four or five lob-worms, each broken into three or four pieces, will be found 
sufficient to throw in occasionally —i.e., if the place has been well baited 
beforehand. 

Casting and Position of Float——Never cast your float right into the swim 
where a fish has been hooked, but a little up stream, and allow it to glide gently 
into the swim ; and when it has arrived at the exact spot where you wish it to 
stay, place the forefinger of the hand holding the rod on the outer edge or 
revolving portion of the reel. The force of the current will keep the float in 
its right position, and the stream will work the bait down to any distance the 
angler wishes, from four yards to forty, according to circumstances ; for it is of 
no consequence whether the stream is running two or four miles an hour—if the 
proper tackle be used the angler can simply laugh at the current, and the mere 
fact of the water near the surface flowing about twice as fast as it does near the 
bottom makes no difference whatever. I repeat, if the proper weight and 
tackle are used, a bulge or bow in the line, &c., is impossible. 

S.P. without a Weight.—In light 8.P. in slow streams, the three lowest shots 
resting on the bottom will be found sufficient to preserve the proper slant. The 
line running with nearly a perfect slant from the rod top to the weight or 
shots, as the case may be, it is surprising how quickly a fish may be hooked if 
the angler responds at the proper moment and intuitively meets the bite, as it 
were. 

A Peculiar Stroke-——When thus light S.P. in slow streams, I have seen an 
angler strike a fish when turning round to look for his pipe, or get a worm, &c., 
in the most remarkable manner ; for instance, when he has been in the act of 
stuffing half a jam tart into his mouth (apricot “ patties”), or when he has been 
shouting to a companion “ fixed ” some distance down the river, with his head 
turned right away from the rod-top, there would come such a terrific nudge 
that a stranger looking on would think the float was going to be carried clean 
away. Nevera bit, for he would instantly strike at a terrible disadvantage ; 
and no language can convey to the reader the extraordinary change that would 
come over his features if unsuccessful. It.is almost superfluous to say that 
this is all done by the feel, precisely similar when “ floundering,” &c., from a 
boat at night. You can tell from experience the exact moment when to strike, 
generally at the second nudge ; but the plan is very uncertain, and one I should 
not recommend. Again, floundering or barbelling from a boat in the dark with 
the leger is very different from S.P. with the worm for dace, or with wheat, 
paste, &c., for roach. 

Watch the Float.—I should certainly advise beginners never to lose sight of 
the float ; take no notice when you are told to strike from the feel. A Lee- 
roacher might just as well wait until he feels a roach bite, I admit you may 
feel them sometimes ; but if you wait for such a contingency to occur, much 
disappointment may accrue. Presuming a novice had a bite when he was look- 
ing another way, reaching for a worm, or his pipe, beer bottle, &c., &c., I have no 
hesitation in saying he would miss quite six bites out of ten. You ask, why ? 
Well, in consequence of the play of the stream upon the gut and bait, the latter, 
as previously stated, keeps bobbing and twirling about, and if the angler does not 
instantly respond at the first or second bob, or twitch of the float, it is all up ; 
and these remarks more especially refer to dace. Dace bite so quickly that they 
will lay open a worm from end to end without being caught ; they will also take 
off the end of a worm as clean as though it had been cut off with a knife. 

A Favourite Position.—On the other hand, I have seen a relative, when hold- 
ing the rod in the left hand (with the hand at the back of the reel), with the 
butt-end in the hollow of his thigh, and with the right hand entirely disengaged, 
kill eight and ten dace without missing a fish. This is a favourite position with 
many of the old hands. The main features of the above position may be seen 
in a capital sketch in the June number (1886) of that excellent magazine, 
Outing—the article is by ‘‘ Red Spinner.” 

A Peculiar Position.—I have seen a lazy, though clever, angler with his heels 
stuck into the sedge, with his forearms resting on his thighs, with the butt-end 
of his rod pressing on his stomach, when twitch, twitch, would go his float down 
stream. In an instant his arms would be raised, the upper portion of his body 
would spring up like a “Jack in the box,’ you would perceive a marvellous 
lightning-like jerk, or rather pull (fora pullit really should be) of his rod-top 
up stream, and before you could say “ Jack Robinson” he would be playing his 
fish. In carrying out the favourite position just mentioned, you are able to 
strike with the greatest quickness and freedom ; but to remain in such a posi- 
tion five or six hours at a stretch requires a considerable amount of patience, not 
to say endurance. For this reason you will find the peculiar position often a 
great relief if you can raise your arms in time to hook your fish. If not, then you 
must practice holding the rod in the left hand, with the butt-end resting in the 
hollow of the thigh, with the hand clasped round the back of the reel in such a 
manner that the forefinger can be placed on the out edge of revolving portion, 
as previously stated, and to accomplish this with proper effect the novice should 
choose those swims situated as near the shore as possible. 

Distance of Float from the Rod-Top.—tIn a gin-fine water always allow the 
float to be at least five or six yards lower down the stream than when the water 
is discoloured. In a discoloured water you may often take fish after fish within 
a few feet of the rod-top, when you would not succeed in taking a single fish in 
clear water. Ihave often seen an angler sitting in a very exposed position 
fishing in a gin-fine water not more than 3ft. deep, with his float some 7ft. or 
8ft. from his rod-top. This would be in the month of August. Sometimes 
you could see odd barbel grubbing and rooting about just below his float ; but 
you seldom saw them on the bank. They appeared to be quite Jaware, of what 
was taking place. ’ 

Use Fine Tackle.—I care not what style is practised, the finer the water the 
finer should be the tackle, and the bait should be as far off as possible. 

A Style well adapted for the Thames.—Why this method is not more adopted 
on the Thames I cannot understand, When punt-fishing, for instance, the bait 
could be allowed to travel downa few inches at a time by gently paying out line 
until a distance of 25 or 30 yards at least could be covered, the “run down” 
lasting, say, from seven to ten minutes, according to circumstances, of course 
taking into consideration the position of the punt, depth of water, &c. This 
method would be a tremendous advantage to the angler when the fish were biting 
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at all gingerly, anda good dodge to circumvent barbel, chub, perch, or bream 
when feeding out of reach of the ordinary swim, as they often will, or ina 
deep hole or eddy, for instance—at all events, it would be an agreeable change 
to the interminable pulling in and throwing out so noticeable in the present 
method ; and the delight of hooking and playing a 4 or 5lb. barbel in a lively 
current from 20 to 30 yards away from the punt, with a light Nottingham 
corking rod, on a fine line, would be something to remember. This style 
is as deadly as it is simple, is easily learned, and, in my opinion, in 
a slightly discoloured water, and more especially in a gentle rise, is far 
more successful than any other, as almost every kind of fish may be 
‘captured. The chief things to remember are to use the proper weight to suit 
the current, and to put'the float sufficiently deep to obtain the proper slant 
from the float to the bait. For instance, in very fast streams I have seen the 
bait blown within a foot of the surface from the fact of the angler not using 
sufficient weight to keep the tackle well on the bottom. 
Pegging with Paste—A few words on §.P. for roach with paste and 
have done. In pegging for roach with paste, the angler should sit 
as near the water, and as low down, as possible, and in_ this 
case (the rod being extremely light) the angler will find it a good plan 


- to hold the line close to the rod immediately above the reel with 


the right hand, and, as a rule, it is necessary to strike directly 
the float tilts; at other times you must wait a second or two, but only 
experience can teach the novice the best time when to strike. Example : 
Supposing the float is six or eight yards from the rod - point, and 
only abou 4ft. from the bank (this is often a good distance if the proper 
spots are chosen), the force of the stream is always sufficient to keep the 
line taut between the rod-top and float. Suddenly the tell-tale gives a nudge 
or very sharp bob down stream; the instant this occurs give the rod-point 
a gentle twitch up the stream—a short twitch of the rod will be found 
sufficient. If the stream is slow the floaf should be 3in. or 4in. deeper than 
the water, in a moderately swift stream from 12in. to 18in., whilst in very 
powerful streams from 2ft. to 3ft. will not be found too much. The rod 
should never be held more than 30in. from the surface of the water ; but, 
if you are near the shore and very low down, from 1}ft. to 2ft. will be 
found a convenient distance. A. 








SALMON-FISHING IN THE NORTH OF SCOTLAND.— 
A REVIEW. 


THE season ’86, which, so far as the North is concerned, ends entirely 
to-day, has, in the case of many of our best rivers, proved more than 
usually fickle, and this, too, as regards both the rod and the net 
fishing. The latter has in the aggregate been under an average ; but 
the angling results the season throughout have been quite up to the 
usual standard. The extended period for rod-fishing has, on the 
whole, proved most disappointing—in the case particularly of several 
rivers on the north-east coast, which are noted for their yield to the 
rod of a large number of heavy autumn-run fish. 

On most of the very early rivers in the North the season began auspiciously, 
and anglers and netsmen both for a time were fortunate in obtaining good 
results. At the opening fish were plentiful on the coast district of nearly all 
the early rivers, and before that time great numbers had run the earliest rivers 
themselves, and in several instances had gained the middle waters. Good 
equable waters, prime for angling, were the rule in several of the best rivers, 
and at the time these were running the weather, on the whole, was favourable. 
Good sport therefore was got, and in some cases it was very much above an 
average, during the whole time these conditions continued. 

The Spey and the Beauly seemed to be poorly stocked with fish early in 
spring, and the sport was little of moment ; indeed, in the first mentioned of 
these rivers the early and summer seasons gave less by far than their wont. 
Anglers have this year been complaining sorely about the degeneracy of the 
Spey as a fish-yielding river in spring and summer ; and indeed they have cause, 
for, with rare exceptions, it does not now in those seasons yield to the red any- 
thing like what it used to do. Formerly it was, and still is, famed for freshets ; but 
this year it ran dead low for a long time in summer. Between the opening day 
and the end of August itis safe to say that not over 300 fish were killed by the rod 
on the whole river from Grantown seawards—a very poor result. The back-end 
fishing, leaving the angling on the Duke’s water out of the reckoning, has only 
been middling, and in some instances it has proved very disappointing, to say 
the least of it. The upper proprietors ought long ere now to have closed with 
the offer of the Duke to abolish the cruive in the Gordon Castle water on 
receiving from them fair compensation. The netting in the Spey district of 
the coast was attended with more success this year than in the river itself ; but 
in neither case was the result gratifying, or even as regarded the coast fishing, 
up to an average good year. 

The Dee this year has yielded fewer fish to the rod than usual, and a somewhat 
less number to the nets than is got in an ordinarily fair year. In the early part 
of the season better sport with the rod was obtained on several of the reaches 
about Kincardine O'Neil than for many a day before had been experienced in 
that quarter ; while somewhat later on—and for about the space of six weeks— 
anglers had a run of wonderful success on the famous and well-known fishery 
of Glen Tanar, rented by Sir William C. Brooks, Bart., M.P. At the beginning 
of the season the netting was a success, and for the first three weeks or so good 
results were obtained ; but for about two months onward from the end of that 
time very little was done either on the coast or at the river stations. In February, 
the river at most times was running in good volume, the weather was compara- 
tively mild for the season of the year, and steady breezes from the land 
very frequently prevailed. Fish were numerous on the coast, and, 
encouraged, by the conditions indicated, a great many entered the river 
intent on forcing their way inland. The size of water was in general 
favourable to the successful working of the nets, and the early success 
of the river netsmen led to the expectation that before the season 
ended the fishing would be quite up to the best fishing ever before experienced. 
But the season ended, and the expectations formed thus early by the netsmen 
were not realised. In March the weather became intensely cold, the river got 
low in volume, and for almost six weeks the winds were seldom so “ airted” as 
to make the fish move. The weather was indeed very unfavourable ; but as 
after events showed, it really looked as if few fish remained to come on. The 
fact that the river was found to be splendidly stocked at the commencement of 
the fishing was ample proof that the mass of the spring fish had ascended in 
the fine flowing waters during the mild weather in January and February. The 
long continuance in spring of unfavourable weather—of a hard, bleak, grey, and 


- chilling description—was doubtless much against the fishing, as the hanging- 


back spring fish kept off the coast, and only coming on with the later spates, 
many of them thereby managed to escape the nets, The spring net-fishing, even 
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if the weather had continued genial all through the season instead of being the 
coldest for a long tract of time the netsmen had ever experienced, would, it is 
safe to say, not have been up to an average, seeing that the bulk of the 
“ springers ” had taken to the river previous to the close of the fence months. 
The late seasons are the best for the netsmen, but not for the rods ; a fact which 
the results of the fishing in the past spring confirm, as those of similar seasons 
before have confirmed. 

The grilse-fishing was disappointing. Grilse and sea-trout may both ‘be 
regarded as summer fish. In June, July, and August they ascend the rivers, in 
greatest number—in greater number by a long way than salmon do. The sea- 
trout betake themselves to some rivers early. in the season, while others, 
again, do not ascend till they do so for spawning purposes. They, however, 
generally take to the fresh water along with the grilse, of which by far 
the greater proportion, in the case of most rivers, ascend between the 
middle of May and the middle of August. Both these fishes do not, however, 
turn up on all parts of the coast at one and the same time: at one place they 
may show a month, or even more than a month, earlier than they do at another 
place. In anordinary year they begin to show on the coast in the Dee district 
about the end of April. This year very few of either took to the river before 
the middle of May. The weather became milder about that time, and in con- 
sequence of the snow melting on the hills the river ran in good volume fora 
considerable period. For about six weeks the netting operations were conducted 
with encouraging success, but the very dry weather which prevailed in July and 
August reduced the river to a low state, and freshets seldom occurring during that 
period, very few fish attempted to run. Grilse seemed fewer than usual, and the 
best takes, such as they were, were got in the sea nets, which, owing to the fish 
not inclining to the river in consequence of its low and heated state, reaped more 
than their due proportion. The low waters, &c., rendered the angling for grilse a 
complete failure, and the net-fishing closed without any spates occurring in 
August to bring on the fish, as the netsmen had hoped. A very poor back-end 
fishing has followed an unusually discouraging summer angling season. Had 
there been rain enough at the right time—in the middle of September 
—the rod-fishing in autumn would, no doubt, have been first-rate, 
as the heavy fish — which seemed fairly numerous on the coast— 
would have come on, and with them the fish which, in summer, 
were kept back owing to the low waters. The spates that did 
come came all too late, and it was only during the last three weeks 
of the fishing that the river was well stocked with fresh-run fish ; and even 
when fish were numerous enough the sport was not by any means good, as the 
water was very unsettled—jumping up and down, and always keeping the fish 
on the move. The most productive “back end” seasons are those in which 
spates occur early, and the river continues in good, steady-flowing volume. But 
for the good spring fishing, this year’s season on the Dee would have been one 
of the worst ever experienced. As it is, it is below an average. Probably not 
over 5,000 fish have been killed by anglers, as against 7,000, or thereabouts, cap- 
tured last year. In the upper reaches of the river most of the fish of the 
spring-run are now on the spawning beds. The upper feeders are well stocked, 
and a good many of the fish in them have already spawned. 

The results of the netting in the Don this year were up to those of an average 
season, and this alone is proof that this fine river, if better used, would still be 
one of the best salmon angling rivers in the country. The sea nets fished well, 
as also did the river nets, and the netsmen considered that in both cases they had 
a good season—better, in respect of the Don’s usual yield of fish, than was 
experienced anywhere else in the North. Of course, it is understood that the 
fish that entered the river were kept back by the dykes, and this ina great 
measure accounted for the success of the fresh-water netting. The river has 
yielded rather poorly to the rod. The fish in spring and summer, with remark- 
ably few exceptions, did not get above the dykes and dams ; consequently there 
was no spring or summer angling, and the “back-end” fishing, till within a 
fortnight ago, was a complete failure owing to the lowness of the water. Since 
then it has been pretty good in the lower reaches, but poor on the whole above 
the uppermost dyke. A fish of 48lb. weight was killed at the Cruives last week 
by an Aberdeen angler. 


OS ie EE CR 





THE DISPUTED FISHINGS OF THE COMMONTY, 
ABERDEENSHIRE DEE. 


“ EXTRAORDINARY ANGLING FRacas.—On Saturday afternoon an extraordinary 
scene occurred at Kincardine O’Neil. There is a strip of water below the Bridge 
of Potarch, on the south side, adjoining the fishing of Ballogie, known as the 
Commonty. Whether it is a misnomer or not remains to be seen ; but at any 
rate, as decided by Sheriff Smith, Mr. Nicol, of Ballogie, has a servitude right, 
and at present there is a process in the Court of Session to determine what 
that servitude right is. The Commonty has been fished without let or hindrance 
for the past sixty years by anglers soliciting the permission of Mr. W. E. Nicol, 
of Ballogie, which is never refused. On Saturday, however, all rules of courtesy, 
as far as Mr, Francis Harper and his company were concerned, were set aside. 
On the invitation of Mr. Harper (locally termed the ‘Baron’), six medical 
students were trying their luck on the pools of the Commonty. Coached by 
the irrepressible ‘ Baron,’ their endeavours were crowned with success, for they 
secured three fish weighing 25lb., 18lb., and 14lb. respectively. For some time 
the Salmon Commissioners have been at the expense of keeping a watcher on the 
Commonty, who has hitherto relieved the ‘ Baron’ of his fish. The watcher on 
Saturday, aided by two of Ballogie’s keepers, claimed the fish and was for taking 
them off, but the six young gentlemen above referred to interfered. Arguments 
were of no avail, and it seemed as if it were to come to blows. 'The keepers 
confined their attention to the largest fish—one of 25lb.—and round it some- 
thing like a pitched battle raged between four on the one side (for two had 
taken the opportunity to run off with some of the fish in dispute) and three on 
the other. The local policeman stood by ready to step in when an assault was 
made. The fishers were prepared to resist to the uttermost being relieved of 
their fish, for the free fight that issued for the possession of the largest salmon 
lasted about an hour anda half. In the end the medical students were victorious, 
and made a presentation of the tattered and torn fish to a neutral party.”— 
Aberdeen Journal of 25th Oct. ; 

For over a year now, the “ Baron” has made a good thing of the fishing, and 
he considerately invites others to fish along with him. 





HOLLOWAY’S PILLS,—Nervousness and want of Hnergy.—When first the nerves feel unstrung, 
and listlessness supplants energy, itis the right time to take some alterative as Holloway’s Pills to pre- 
vent disorder running into disease. These excellent Pills correct all irregularities and weaknesses. 
They act so kindly, yet so energetically, on the functions of digestion and assimilation, that the whole 
body is revived, the blood is rendered richer and purer, the muscles become firmer and stronger, and 
the nerves and absorbent systems are invigorated. These Pills are suitable for all classes and all ages. 
They have a most marvellous effect on persons who are out of condition ; they soon rectify whatever is 
in fault, restore strength to the body, and confidence to the mind,* Si af wine ra 
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NOTES. 


Wonpers will never cease! We had a letter from Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, “ mine 
host” of the Swan Hotel, Walton-on-Thames, the other day, dated from a Tem- 
perance Hotel near Aberdeen. Mr. W. has been to Crieff, and says the Earn 
is the worst used and most grievously abused salmon river in the kingdom. 
From Crieff Mr. W. went to the Dee, and shot a fine stag in the Forest of 
Glentana on Monday last. He says the Dee is in grand order and full of fish ; 
so he hopes for some fine sport before he returns. : 

We have just received another note from Mr.Wheeldon as follows:—‘ Yester- 
day Sir James Smythe had a salmon of 18lb., Admiral Farquhar one of 16lb., 
Sir Wm. Cunliffe Brooks one of 18lb., and yours truly one of 241b.” 

ae a ® ak a 


Messrs. Alfred Powell and H. L. Cooper, both members of the Fly-Fishers’ 
Club, caught fourteen salmon and a large number of trout in the Ballynahinch 
Fishery last week. Mr. George Rooper, another “ Fly-Fisher,” is killing 
splendid “ clean” salmon on the Don ; while Mr.W. Thomas, another member of 
the Club, writes to us as follows from the Earn :—‘‘ The salmon flies you sent 
me to try are greatly admired here. With the ‘Black and Gold’ I took three 
salmon, and yesterday I lost the ‘Judge’ in a grand fish which took me down 
stream at a terrific pace, and finally broke me. They are grand flies, and will 
kill, I am sure, on any river. I had seven fish last week, and hope to get a few 
more.” 

as a a * * 

The “ Black and Gold” referred to by Mr. Thomas is one of a series of first- 
class salmon flies made by Mr. Daniel O’Fee, of Rasharkin, Co. Antrim, Ireland. 
We give here an engraving of it. Mr. O’Fee called upon us a few weeks ago 





AND GOLD.” 


Tam + BuacK 


and showed us some testimonials from anglers in Ireland and Scotland who had 

had great sport with the ‘‘ Black and Gold.” The “Judge” was also made by 

Mr. O’Fee ; it is alovely fly. Mr. O’Fee showedus some magnificent samples of 

his dyed hackles forsalmon flies. "We never saw such colours and shades before. 
* & & * * 


“ Redspinner ” has been paying a visit to some old friends of ours—viz., Mr. 
Francis M. Walbran and the Yore and Wharfe. He had his usual ill-luck as 
regards weather ; but we are glad to see that he got twenty-three brace of 
grayling at Tanfield during his stay of a day or two. Most of the time the 
water was out of order for the fly, or for fishing at all. “ Redspinner ” explains 
how he “made the acquaintance of the local fisherman, Ralph Colbeck, a 
thorough angler, and familiar with all the district. We fished together for 
parts of three days, the water always out of order, and no fish rising. He 
taught me the art of swimming the worm, and I hope the author of the imple- 
ment will pardon the confession that the ‘ Marston ’ rod was converted to such 
service. It must be that or nothing, forsooth, when the floodwater made fly- 
fishing out of the question. You use cobweb gut and the finest hooks made ; 
you put on a single shot, while the float, which is the size of a hazel nut, is fixed 
a foot or eighteen inches above the bait. This isa small red worm (or gentle). 
You fish eddies, and slack water between streams that you could not cover with 
a fly, and in the winter experts make large baskets.” 

* * * * * 

We can assure ‘‘ Redspinner ” that since Mr. Walbran taught us to “swim a 
worm” some years ago we have taken by that method some good baskets of 
grayling in Yorkshire with the original ‘‘ Marston” rod. Life is too short, and our 
opportunities of angling are too few and far between, to permit us to look upon 
fly-fishing as the ‘‘ Only Jones” of angling. Up-stream worm-fishing for trout is 
as scientific and far more difficult than fly-fishing. ‘‘ Swimming the worm ” for 
grayling in water clear as gin and cold as ice is as far removed from the common 
or country practice of worming in a muddy stream as angling can be. There 
is nothing so delicate or so difficult to learn in fly-fishing as the proper manipula- 
tion of the Nottingham reel. Simple as it seems, we know good anglers who 
have for years tried in vain to learn how to make clean casts from a Nottingham 
reel. When you can do it, it is, as Dr. Brunton said in this paper ten years ago, 
the “ poetry of spinning.” As “Dun Scotus” said last week, ‘‘ Though there 
be no bad kind of angling, yet some ways are better than others ;” and the 
philosophic angler will accept the best he can get, and make the most of it. 
After all, it is almost impossible to go fishing in this country for any kind of 
fish without being led into the most lovely pastoral or charming mountain 
scenery in this world. 

* * * * 

Messrs. Redpath and Co., of Kelso-on-Tweed, have been awarded a gold 
medal at the Liverpool Exhibition for their fishing-rods and tackle. Some of 
Mad a5 manufacturers must have regular gold-mines in the shape of 
m : 

sary * * * * * 

The undernoted figures refer to the fish killed from the Portsonachan Hotel 
on Loch Awe during the season. If these be taken as the half of the total 
number killed on the loch, an idea is obtained of the execution done during one 
season. Of trout there were in all 10,862. Taking these as averaging lb. 
each (which is rather under than over the mark), the total weight would be 
5,4311b. Forty salmon were killed during the season, weighing 2511b., and nine 
Salmo ferox, weighing 48lb. The following are the takes by gentlemen out 
from the Tayereggan Hotel on Monday :—Mr. Bishop, two salmon, 7Ib. and 
101b. ; Mr. Vernon, some nice trout. ‘Tuesday : Mr. Bishop, one salmon, 7Ib. ; 
Mr. Vernon, basket of trout. Both gentlemen rose and hooked several other 
salmon which got away. 


Tur Nortu Esk.—On the Morphie water last Friday Colonel the Hon. 

Robert Ramsay had five fish ranging from 20Ib. to 27lb, each. ‘ 
Ee a te 

The following extracts are froma long letter on the subject of the numbering 
of hooks we have received from a correspondent at Redditch, Mr. S. Thomas :— 
“T am not a hook-maker, but have been all my life connected with the trade, 
and am, unfortunately, considerably on the wrong side of fifty. Tama hook- 
seller and an angler, and have been in connection with hook-buyers and with 
anglers not only in Great Britain and America, but in many other countries. 
I can assure you that the suggested change in numbering hooks would cause the 
greatest inconvenience to, and would be opposed by, thousands of anglers 
and buyers of hooks, and that the Redditch manufacturers could not, 
if they desired it ever so much, persuade these people to change their 
way of numbering. And why should they change? The Redditch-made 
hooks were numbered logically, and many of them still are so, the number 
of the hook being the number of the wire from which it is made, 
and the gauge adopted is the needle wire-gauge which is known all over the 
world. Some considerable confusion has, in course of time, crept in, as cus- 
tomers requiring fine wire hooks have ordered, say, ‘a No. 5 hook made of 
No. 7 wire, and the other sizes in proportion ;” or another requiring an extra 
strong hook has ordered, say, “a No. 5 hook made of No. 3 wire, and the other 
sizes in proportion.” But this confusion could not have been avoided by adopt- 
ing 000 as our smallest size and numbering backwards.” i 

* * 

Mr. Thomas lets the cat out of the bag by pointing out that the reason why 
British, and Irish, and American anglers have to put up with a confusing, topsy- 
turvy “ method ”(!) of numbering hooks is that some benighted foreign countries 
have got accustomed to this back-handed style of numbering. We sincerely hope 
that the large hook manufacturers of Redditch will reconsider their decision, 
and will, at any rate, adopt the “progressive style” for their British, Irish, 
American, Colonial, and German trade. The practical German angler has long 
been in rebellion against the utter confusion of the present state of hook- 
numbering. The thanks of all anglers are due to Messrs. Warner and Sons, 
of Redditch, and Messrs. Hutchinson, of Kendal, for their action on this 


question. 
* as 2 Py ® 


Black bass, golden tench, and golden orfe will be for exhibition and sale at 
the Zoological Exhibition, 177, Euston-road, N.W., next week, 
% % % 


The pike angler is looking up his tackle now. Let us hope he will have a 
better season than the last, which was spoiled by ice on most waters from 
November to March. Mr. Shrubsole sends us some very nice Jardine snaps— 
price 4s. a dozen—the hooks being bound on with very strong tailor’s twist 
waxed. If the pike are feeding the ordinary fine silk whipping soon gets torn 
off. We think the best plan is that we suggested to Messrs. Farlow—viz., eyed 
triangles put on to plaited annealed wire, as there is no whipping to come off 
and no gimp to get rotten. We use only about six inches of wire fastened by a 
swivel to a stained single salmon gut trace three feet in length. g 

is s 2 

Tres (Urprr).—On Thursday, the 21st, the Rev. J. Milner caught two fish 
with a light 12ft. trout-rod, one of 64lb., the other 13lb., and lost one much 
larger through the breaking of the hook just above the barb—the fourth acci- 
dent of the same kind this season. 

* * * * * 

The following is from the South London Press :— 

“DEAR PETER,—Your kind reference to my letter, asking for subscriptions to 
place a statue of Izaak Walton in Winchester Cathedral, is appreciated. In your 
note, however, I am charged with being too sanguine in believing that people will 
subscribe freely to a statue to anybody these hardtimes. You were good enough to 
state that I might possibly get a ‘nibble,’ but that a ‘bite’ was, in your opinion, 
too much to hope for. Iknow, then, it will rejoice your heart to hear that, although 
I have only just commenced to fish for subscriptions, I have already had capital 
sport, having landed over thirty-five pounds (sterling—not avoirdupois), and we 
only want eighty to fill our creel—in other words, to get the statue.—Yours, &c., 

“R, B. MARSTON.” 
% * * & * 

Funny Folks wants to know why we want a statue of Old Izaak at Winchester 
when we have already a Walton-on-Thames ; while the Staffordshire Sentinel 
thinks that “ Gentle Izaak’s only association with Winchester is that he hap- 
pened to die there. Staffordshire has muchstronger claims upon him. Here he 
was born, and on the border-land, and on the other side of the pellucid Dove, is 
laid the scene of his immortal work, dear to all who love nature or letters, as 
well as to all who ‘go a-fishing.’” 

ae Pe) rs * * 

One of the questions which Parliament will have to deal with when it makes 
its long-promised attempt to regulate the railway rates for agricultural produce, 
will be the buying of canals by railway companies. This has been done in a 
number of cases to stop all traffic on the canals and turn it on to the railways, 
and in others to raise the rates on the canals equal to, or more than, that on the 
railways. Canals, of which there are some thousands of miles in England 
mostly contain fish, and, of course, the less the traffic and disturbance, the 
more the fish. Bargees are most inveterate poachers, few barges being without a 
net or two which are used with deadly effect in the skilled hands of the bargees. 
But while in some canals the fish have increased, in others, from lack of water 
and abundance of weeds, the reverse has been the case. On the whole, anglers 
will probably not be benefited by the revival of the canal traffic ; but in matters 
of national concern, such as this undoubtedly is, personal considerations must go 
to the wall for once, and any change which will enable our agriculturists to sell 
their produce at remunerative prices, must be made heartily welcome. A 
few years back many acres of land were planted with fruit trees, but fruit 
farming has, so far, proved an utter failure, owing to the greed of the railway 
companies. 

% a % 2 

Mr. W. Ramsbottom, of Liverpool, killed two salmon on the Corwen water 
on the Dee—one of 211b. and one of 1441b.—and lost several others. He says, 
“ Although not in the best of condition, they afford good sport.” He reports 
more grilse in the river than have been known for years. 

* * a * * 

While Mr. George Smart was resting from salmon-fishing and having his 
lunch on the banks of the South Esk the other day, his son Frank, a lad of 
eleven years, picked up the rod, strolled off, and after a cast or two rose and 
hooked a fine salmon of 23lb. A spectator says it was most amusing to see the 
little fellow straining every muscle to keep a tight line as he had to do for full 
ten minutes until assistance arrived. 

a % ts tt 

Some of our readers have taken exception to certain remarks we made last 

week on cutting up worms for ground-bait. Personally, we never cut up worms, 
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or divide them at all. The process certainly reads somewhat unpleasant; but 
it is far cleaner and more humane than pulling worms into pieces with the 
fingers—a practice which is almost invariably followed by barbel-fishers. If 
worms are thrown in whole, unless the fish are exceedingly plentiful, they soon 
get satiated and go off the feed. Anglers will never be made to leave off throw- 
ing In pieces of worms for anything short of legislation, and as a “ Bill for the 
Better Protection of Worms” is not likely to be a fait accompli during this 
generation, we can hardly be blamed for pointing out what is certainly the least 
cruel method ee preparing this particular ground-bait. 
% % % i 
An angler with whom we once discussed this subject put the case very 
forcibly thus: “If your head had to come off,” he said, ‘would you rather 
have it pulled with a rope and a wild horse, or have it done neatly and quickly 
with the Frenchman’s guillotine?” In reply we said we thought the latter 
arrangement would be the least unpleasant. ‘“ Well, these ‘ere worms have got 
to die, and if they knowed it they’d jolly soon rather have it done smartly with 
my scissors in the cocoanut-shell than be pulled to pieces.” 
st at a ae a 
Can worms feel? We doubtit. But if they can, they are subjected to most 
horrible cruelty, not so much in being cut up, but in being left to die a 
lingering death on hooks. The subject has been threshed out before now ; 
but no certain conclusion has ever been arrived at. One thing we know, that, 
as a general rule, the lower the kind of animal life, the less pain seems to be 
felt. Worms are among the least advanced of living organisms, and if this rule 
applies to them, as we believe it does, their powers of feeling, if any, are very 
small. Would the most humane of our readers hesitate to break in pieces those 
lovely green, coral-like substances (Spongilla lacustris) which are seen growing 
attached to old stumps, stones, tree-roots, &c., in our lakes and rivers ? Well, 
these freshwater sponges are possessed of animal life, have a circulation, and, 
possibly, have feeling. Again, do they eat live oysters, wrench open their 
covering, sprinkle them with burning cayenne pepper, bath them in acid-biting 
vinegar, break the tender ligaments by which they are attached to their shells, 
and then swallow them? Verily, if worm-fishers are cruel, live-oyster eaters 
are more so. 
* * * * * 

_A humane old gentleman, who some time back wrote a little work to teach 
his brother anglers how to fish without cruelty, said worms ought to be cast on 
the ground to kill them before putting them on the hook, and that as they lost 
some of their attractiveness by not wriggling, they should be rubbed with 
aniseed oil, which pleased the fish well and led to big takes. 

* * * 


East to south-east winds, with cold showers, have been the order of the week. 
The Thames has remained almost unfishable. The Kennett, however, according 
to a correspondent, fined down very rapidly after the late heavy rains, and has 
afforded some capital sport. A friend of ours who paid a visit to the Hamp- 
shire streams the other day found them with all their summer brightness—the 
Thames, meanwhile, being like peasoup, only not so nice. ‘The chalk streams 
hardly know what it is to be thick, even for a day. 
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AN ADVENTURE WITH A MAHSEER. 


Mr. N. 8. Symons writes as follows to the Times of India :-— 

As the big fish did not appear to be lying up the river, we started fishing down 
stream from camp. We began as soon as we could—viz., at six o’clock, Our 
bag that day was— 
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The 311b. fish was killed in forty-five minutes by H. The circumstances con- 
nected with this fish are a little peculiar, and the sport was of the most exciting 
nature. H. had told me to go onin my coracle and fish a rapid below where he 
was. On getting down there, I looked back to see if I was in the right place, 
for H. knows the river well. At that moment I saw a very large fish jump 
almost out of the water close to the bank about forty yards below where H. 
was fishing. It is very uncommon for a mahseer to shown himself in the 
Bawani. I attracted H.’s attention by waving my hat, for the river makes 
much too great a noise in the rapids for the voice to be heard far, and signalled 
to him with my gaff. He understood, got out of his boat, and threw his dead 
bait, spinning it right over the spot. ‘The mahseer had him in a second, and 
before H. could get into his boat, a matter of three or four seconds, the fish came 
swirling down past me, having run out the whole of H.’s line from his reel, 153 
yards of line, except a few turns, and H. only saved that by putting on the most 
severe strain he could, and letting the handle of the winch hit his thumb as it 
went round ; the handle of the reel was afterwards found to be severely bent. 
It is perhaps unnecessary to add H.’s thumb was very sore. In a quarter of a 
minute more down came H. in his coracle past me like an express train, paused 
at the bottom of that rapid one second, and then went down an awful rapid so 
fast that he actually got past his fish and saw the fish parallel with him in 
another part of the rapid. He then had another long run, and pulled the fish 
up about 500 yards down the river from where he was hooked. I then went and 
sat by him and smoked till the fish was ready to be gaffed. I took 1} hour to 
land my 24-pounder, for this was the first large mahseer I had ever killed, and 
did not perhaps play him quite so strongly as H. would have done. We each 
stopped to gaff each other's fish, and H. coached me. There was no doubt I 
wanted a lesson, and no better fisherman than H. exists, so I was properly 
taught. ‘The 653lb. fish was hooked by me at 4.20 afternoon, and we killed him 
at 10.10 night, having played him alternately for no less than five hours and 
fifty minutes. When it came on dark we sent to camp for a lantern, and we 
made our collies light five huge bonfires on both banks of the river, so that we 
might see the rod and line. The scene was most weird and beautiful. When 
I first hooked this monster, he went with a great rush down stream, taking out 
about 120 yards of line, my boy boatman following him down the rapid as hard 
as he could. The fish then stopped for a few seconds and went off with another 
great rush, passing almost under H.’s coracle, for he was fishing in the rapid 
below me. After a hard fight, I, giving the butt with my whole strength, stopped 
the fish, and was taken by Koopay across the rapid toa small rock which was in 
comparatively still water. H. then came to me and sat or stood on this rock for 
all the rest of the time. I, who was in the coracle when I hooked the fish, sat 
then on the basket seat without moving till a few minutes before the fish was 
killed. After I had been playing the fish for half an hour, H. took the rod to 
relieve my tired hands and back, and forsome time we took alternate half-hours ; 
but later on we found the strain so great that we got to alternate quarter-hours, 


and then alternate ten minutes. The fish gave us ten different runs, and I found 
it is quite a mistake to suppose a mahseer “sulks.” Our fish did not. He fought 
us and disputed every inch the whole time. At times he simply, in the middle of 
the river, put his head down and worked against rod and stream with fins all 
going, “kicking” infact. At last H., having his turn at the rod, began to feel 
the fish give in, and saw him come to the top of the water, and after another ten 
minutes’ play brought him in to me, standing on a rock at his feet, gaff in hand. 
I gaffed him, but he pulled me off the rock into the water, and the gaff slipped 
out. Kuti, however, behaved splendidly ; he was on the fish in half a second, and 
drove his hand into the fish’s mouth through the bottom gill, and I then got my 
hand into the gills on the other side of the fish’s head, and between us we dragged 
him up and lifted him into the coracle ; and didn’t we make the welkin ring then ! 
Kuti got his hand hurt by the mahseer’s teeth, which were most formidable, and it 
was very plucky of him to hold on as he did. We had to take the fish back to 
camp three miles, and cut him in two to weigh him. Certainly, if we could have 
weighed him whole on the river bank as soon as he was caught, he would have 
scaled at least 31lb.more. The fish was caught with a large silver spoon, and was 
hooked far down inside the mouth. The water was very deep where our long 
tussle took place, perhaps 14ft. deep, and it may be that the long time it took to 
land this big fish was owing to the above two facts. We killed him 400 to 500 
yards down the river from where he was hooked, 





A GUIDE TO THE RIVER TEES. 


Mr. JoserH F. Smytue, of 13, Blackwellgate, Darlington, publishes a very 
useful little guide to the river Tees, which he sends, post free, for three penny 
stamps. 

ee Smythe says: “The Tees is a good salmon and trout stream; though 
rather polluted, it bids fair, in course of time, to become an excellent river for 
sport, owing to the improvements made by the Tees Fishery Board. Hatcheries 
have been established at Blackwell and Middleton-one-Row, and many thou- 
sands of salmon fry have been turned into theriver.” We would suggest to Mr. 
Smythe and the other members of the Darlington Silver Trout Anglers’ Asso- 
ciation, that in putting trout into the river they should be yearlings, and not 
fry ; unless a river is perfectly pure it is simply a waste of trouble, money, and 
fish to put fry in. Mr. Smythe gives a list of the fishing stations on the Tees 
and some of its tributaries. At Middleten-one-Row anglers can fish 4} 
miles on the Yorkshire side, and about two miles on the Durham side free 
by staying at the Spa Hotel, Dinsdale, and non-residents at the hotel may obtain 
tickets for salmon for one week, price 5s.; for one month, 15s. ; and tickets 
for the whole season are £2 each. Tickets for trout, 10s. for the season. 
At Fish Locks, two miles up stream, there is an artificial dam across the 
river, where, in the latter end of August and September, hundreds of salmon, 
large and small, may be seen, “many vainly endeavouring to leap the dam.” 
These dams are the curse of our rivers. At Neasham, Hurworth, Croft Spa, 
Stapleton, Blackwell, and many other places mentioned by Mr. Smythe, good 
fishing is to be had. We hadan impression that, except in one or two strictly- 
preserved portions of the river, the Tees was hardly worth the angler’s atten- 
tion, and are glad to find that, according to Mr. Smythe, this is by no means 
the case. In addition to the list and description of fishing stations, the guide 
contains a good deal of other information useful to anglers, including a list of 
eighty north-country and general trout flies. 








“HOW AND WHERE TO FISH IN IRELAND.”* 
(From the Pall Mall Gazette, October 27, 1886.) 


WE appealed for an op‘nion on this new fishing book, whose parti- 
coloured green-and-orange binding is suggestive of the harmony of 
Irish parties on one subject at any rate, to a noted Irish fisherman, 
and have received from him the following brief but weighty com- 
ments, which bear all the authority that a life-long experience of 
and keen devotion to the sport can confer. He says :— 


“The author calls himself Hi Regan, but I think that is probably a 
nom de plume. I never heard of a Regan as a noted fisherman in Ireland. 
Whoever he is, he is acquainted with most, if not all, the rivers in Ireland, 
and of all those which I know his accounts are fairly accurate, some quite 
so. Of course, there are some inaccuracies—for instance, he calls Lough 
Brin Lough Bryan, and makes it a habitat of charr, which I do not think 
exist there. But the book is on the whole a good book. The general directions 
as to rods, flies, &c., are good, and though this subject is nearly exhausted by 
the two volumes on fishing in the Badminton series, still there are a few new 
and useful hints. There is a very full, and, as I said before, a very fairly accu- 
rate list of the rivers and lakes in Ireland, and a copious index. The writer 
makes it appear easier than it really is to get leave to fish on some of the waters, 
and gives some of them a better character than they deserve ; but, taking every- 
thing together, I think it is the best guide book I have seen for a strange 
angler visiting Ireland. The map is an excellent one, showing by distinctive 
colours the fishing districts, rivers, and railways, and also by distinguishing 
marks which of the rivers and lakes contain salmon, which white trout, and 
so on,” 





NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


Tue following is a weekly list of New Piscatorial Patents specially compiled 
for the FisH1nG GazETTE by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may be obtained :— ; ; 
12,959.—Henry Wuirsy, of Clayton-square, Liverpool, for an invention of 
“Improvements in Joints or Attachments for Parts of Fishing-rods and 
Handles of Landing-nets and Gaffs.” : , 
12,768.— ARTHUR JAMES ALLEN, of St. Vincent-street, Glasgow, for an invention 
of “ An Improved Knot to be Used in the Manufacture or Construction of 
Fishing-nets.” : ; 
13,561.—P. D. Matiocu, of Glenthorne-road, Hammersmith, for an invention 
of ‘‘ Improvements in Fishing ‘ Fly’ Cases.” 





MaAsor McNos, of Cliff Park, Teignmouth, writing to Mr. Morriss, of Marston 
Works, Redditch, says :—“ The rod you made for me last spring has turned out very 
well. My son killed over five hundred trout with it this season.” 





*“ How and Where to Fish in Ireland.” By Hi REGAN. London : Sampson Low, 
Marston, Searle, and Rivington, 188, Fleet-street, E.C, With Illustrations and 
Map, price 3s. 6d, 


CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed, “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible.) 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. : 

The monthly committee meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Noy, 
Ist, at §.30,—R., GHURNEY, sec. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 16s, 
from the donation box of the Grange Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIRTY. 

On the 17th and 20th inst. the members of this club fished a friendly competition 
with those of the Hammersmith United. The arrangements were that ten a side 
should fish, and that one from each club should fish in each punt, and that it should 
take place anywhere in the Thames from Teddington Lock to the railway bridge at 
Strand-on-the-Green, Chiswick. Unfortunately for the Hammersmith United, one 
of their members failed at the last moment to put in an appearance, consequently 
the Acton Piscatorials had the advantage of one extra man, The hours of fishing 
were from 9am, to 5 p.m, Afterwards they alladjourned to the George and Dragon 
Hotel, Acton, for the purpose of weighing-in, when it was found that the Acton 
Piscatorials were victorious by 8lb. loz., the totals being, Acton Piscatorials 
37lb. 530z.,and the Hammersmith United 29lb. 430z. After the weighing-in, the 
competitors and their friends, to the number of thirty, sat down to an excellent 
supper. The cloth being cleared, a very pleasant evening was spent. At the 
ordinary weekly meeting of the Acton Piscatorial Society on Tuesday evening last, 
the secretary was requested to write to the Hammersmith United, requesting them 
to fix a day for the return match. The Acton Piscatorials up to the present time 
haye been very successful in these annual friendly competitions, having won four 
out of five; but from the gathering at the supper after the last competition, it was 
quite clear, from the speeches made by the members of each club, that there was 
still that good feeling existing amongst them that had been between them for some 
years, and which, the chairman said, he trusted would exist as long as their club 


lasted.—W, H. 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in fish :—Mr, Harding, roach, 111b, 6oz, ; dace, 
5lb. 8oz.; chub, 1lb, Mr, Willis, roach, 3lb, 50z.; dace, 4oz. Mr. Say, roach, 
5lb, loz. ; bream, lloz.; one roach, weight 11b. 8}0z., which was sent to Mr. Cooper 
to be preserved. Mr, Harding was fortunate enough to win the prize given by the 
host of the Alliance Angling Society for the gross weight of fish, open to all club 
members who attended the last visit of their society. Several of our members went 
to the Woolwich Arsenal on Monday, escorted by members of the Howick Brothers, 
and they were very pleased and gratified by so doing.—J. WORLEDGE, 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Takes during the week :—Mr. T. Denton, a splendid show of roach from the 
Thames. Nothing else of note. J. 8S. Gilliats, Hsq., M.P., prizes: fished at Windsor 
on the 24th inst,, Mr. W. Evans taking first ; Mr. C. Powell, second. The next visit 
of the Anglers’ Association will be to this club on Tuesday next, Noy. 2nd, when all 
anglers will receive a welcome at the club-house, Queen’s Hotel, Queen’s-road, 
Lower Wandsworth-road. 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

During the last fortnight we have bad a fair show of fish. Messrs. C. Hands, G. 
Hands, J. Hands, Ansell, Mann, Jackson, &c., showing roach, dace, bream, chub, and 
gudgeon. Mr. G. Hands, largest chub, nearly 3lb. November 3rd being quarterly 
night, members are notified to that effect.—M. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 24th inst. our trays were fill filled with capital roach, Mr. Davison again 
taking the lead with 91b. 80z., three of the largest fish weighing over 11b. each ; Mr. 
Court, Glb., largest fish 11b. ; Messrs. Sherval, Frost, and Conn also weighed in some 
nice roach,—A, CONN, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A good muster of members and friends was recorded on Friday. Amongst the 
visitors were Mr. John Douglas (Scotch tenor of the Briants’ Minstrels), Bob Bland 
(corner-man Black Star Minstrels), and Bob Cassidy (irish comedian). After 
business was finished, there was a discussion as regards the advisability of forming 
a minstrel troupe for the winter months in connection with this still growing 
society. A very pleasant and amusing evening was spent, the following gentlemen 
contributing to the harmony : Messrs. W. Baker (violin), Temlett (piano), Alexander, 
Ersser, Cole, H. Bryan, Williams, Deplidge, J. O. Fisher, J. Brown, F. Langton, 
Johnny Douglas, Bob Bland, Bob Cassidy, and 8. Bryan, A visitor, whose name I 
must not mention, gave us a handsome prize for the outing on November 14th. The 
following members also promised prizes: Messrs. J. Deplidge, J. O. Fisher, and G, 
Salisbury. On the 24th inst. we had a very poor show of fish, although about fifteen 
members were out. The only show of fish worth mentioning was Mr. J. Smith’s 
handsome show of roach, weighing 111b. 6oz.; Messrs. Massey, sen., G. Ersser, and 
8. Bryan also weighed-in, Mr, Bradshaw, of the Silver Trouts, favoured us with a 
visit.—_STEWART BRYAN. 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members were out on the 24th, and each weighed in some fair trays 

of roach :—Mr, J, Jennings, Hr. Hearl, Mr. Elton, Mr. Steggles.—_J. DAISH, 
BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

On the 24th we had a competition—open waters. It being a piercing cold day 
(north-east wind) there were only about twenty of our members turned out to 
fish for three prizes, value £1, 10s., and 5s. Not much in the way of sport took 
place, Mr. EH. Artis secured first prize with a jack scaling just over 43lb. Mr, A. 
Cardy with carp taking second, and Mr. H. Inman with bream third. Most of the 
others made straight for home, not returning to the club room, they haying had 
quite enough of the weather. Our next competition takes place early in November. 
Mr. Hugh Inman last week hada very good day’s sport, capturing four bream and 
one tench, the lot scaling over 111b., and on the 24th lost two quite 2lb. each, which 
was rather unlucky, as he would have taken first prize. This youngand persevering 
angler deserves better luck, he having worked hard for our society, acting as 
hon. sec, during the whole of last season, and gaining the respect and esteem of 
every member,—A, H, DALTON, Hon. Sec., Brighton Anglers’ Association. 

CASLILE PISCATORIALS. 

The following fish have been weighed in by M. Seigenberg :—Twenty-one roach, 

6lb, loz, ; one dace, 540z. Public water.—F. E. LONGLEY, hon sec. 
CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

On Oct. 24, Messrs, Rundell and Garratt weighed-in a few roach, and M., Goss, 
barbel, from the Thames ; not a grand show by any means, The roving competition 
on the 30th will take place at Staines, not Woking, as stated by mein your last 
issue. Members please note.—J ACKO, 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

The next delegate meeting will take place on Friday, November 5th, at 8,30 
o’clock.—J, A, FITCH, sec. 

5 CLAPTON, 


A first smoking concert of this season was held on Monday last, and was a very 
enjoyable one ; Mr, H. J, Tibbatts in the chair, Our muster was not so large as 
anticipated, owing to the unpropitious weather. Prior to the concert the monthly 
committee meeting was held (po /ormd), at which several matters were discussed, 
one new member balloted for, and unanimously elected,and two new members pro- 
posed. Mr. H. J, Baker, our pianist, officiated, and was most ably assisted by Mr. 
C. J. Winterbottom, and Mr. Butler, The fine exhibition of pianoforte playing by 
these gentlemen, individually, was much admired, and well-earned encores were 
kindly acceded to by them, Messrs, Markman, Tregenza, Cherer, Kempton, Moll, 
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Rogers, Fairhead, and others volunteered their services with songs and recitations. 
A cordial vote of thanks to our urbane and very efficient chairman closed a successful 
musical evening.—HrENRY Howss, hon. sec. 

; EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The members of this society fished their pegged-down match in the Thames on 
the 24th inst. for the silver medal and Messrs. Hayward’s prizes. Ten competitors 
answered the roll-call at the scene of the conflict, but the wind was a triflle too 
boisterous to be comfortable, and the river like a miniature sea. Several members 
took fish, however, but as no one had the pound-weight, as stipulated, to qualify for 
the prizes, we must fish the match over again on the 3lst, when I hope we shall 
meet with better success.—WARWICK. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Mason’s-avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. G. Chambers in the chair, Among 
those present were Captain Alfred, Messrs. Beevor, Tayler, Sims, White, Norman, 
Young and Hartley. The minutes of the last meeting having been read and con- 
firmed, the chairman stated that he had much pleasure in announcing that Mr. 
Oldham Chambers had very kindly consented to read a paper before the society on 
the 23rd November, when he hoped a large number of the members would be present, 
Mr. Tayler, secretary of the fund for placing a bust of Izaak Walton in Winchester 
Cathedral, reported the progress the fund was making, and the efforts he was 
making to bring the matter to asatisfactory conclusion. Some other formal business 
having been transacted, a vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the proceedings, 


Se. 
GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary fortnightly meeting was held on the 21st inst.,a large number of 
members and visitors being present. Among the latter were Messrs. Ghurney, 
Field, and Manning, (who had been specially invited, as it was the first occasion of 
the opening of the Society’s Anglers’ Benevolent Box), Mr. Wade, of the Anchor 
and Hope, a representative from the Deptford Brothers, and Mr. G. Sherard Gibbons, 
the well-known South London Elocutonist. Mr. J. H. Rich having been voted to 
the chair, minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. A Mr. Chuter and 
a Mr, Hardy“were electected honorary members of the society, anda Mr, Landiles and 
Mr. Rew were nominated as active members, and will be balloted for at the next meet- 
ing. A resolution was passed giving the committee power to go through the rules of 
the club, revise those that are necessary, and submit the alterations to the members 
at a future meeting for final approval. The secretary stated that a fund was being 
raised to erect a statue of Izaac Walton in Winchester Cathedral, when 5s. was 
immediately voted from the funds of the society as a donation towards the object in 
question, The Anglers’ Benevolent Box, which the society has only had between 
six and seven months, was opened, and the contents, on being counted, was found 
to realise £1 16s., which sum was handed to Mr. Ghurney, the secretary of the 
Anglers’ Benevolent Association. Mr. Ghurney, in acknowledging the amount, 
said he believed it was the largest sum collected from any box in so short a time, 
Mr. Manning gave a very lucid account about the Anglers’ Benevolent Association, 
and the good same had done since it had been established, and made an appeal for 
all those who were not members to become such, so as to help to strengthen{the 
funds. Mr. Field haying made a few remarks, and one or two other matters having 
been disposed of, a hearty vote of thanks was given to Messrs. Ghurney, Field, and 
Manning for their attendance ; also to the chairman for presiding over the business 
of the evening, which, on being acknowledged, the meeting resolved itself into har- 
mony and recitations. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of fish at the club on the 24th. Mr. Newton, some good 
chub; Mr. Almeroth, chub ; Mr. Bell, roach ; Mr. Godbury, jack ; Mr. Maybury, roach 
and jack, There was a large attendance of members on the 26th ; the list of prizes 
for the 31st, fifteen in number, to be fished for at Pangbourne, was read and accepted. 
Our smoking concert takes place on Monday next, Noy. 1st, when I trust all members 
and their wives will be present to support the Anglers’ Benevolent Society’s funds. 
Our old and esteemed late member, Mr. John Courcha, takes a benefit at the Royal 
Foresters’ Music Hall on Noy. 16th ; I trust anglers will support him, for he well de- 
serves it. I should be happy to forward tickets to any application made to me,— 


R. MurpuHy. 
HOWICK BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first complimentary visit of the Central Association of London Angling Clubs 
was paid to the Howick Brothers, at the club-house, the Lord Howick, Woolwich, on 
Monday, the 25th inst. During the afternoon a visit was paid to the Royal Arsenal, 
which proved very interesting. They then proceeded to the club-house, where they 
were met by the members of various clubs, The chair was then taken by Mr. F, 
Hodsoll ; vice-chair, Mr. Bishop ; Mr. Cooper presiding at the pianoforte. The fol« 
lowing gentlemen contributed to the harmony of the evening :—Messrs. Medcalfe, 
Pratt, Wright, King, Trotman, Forrest, Bridges, Perry, Hodgson, and many others, 
Mr. Crompton then addressed the meeting on behalf of the association, evoking 
great enthusiasm, thus determining one of the most enjoyable evenings ever spent,— 
FRED. HODSOLL, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair show of fish on the 24th, Mr. Hentschall having 111b. 30z. jack ; T. 
Haycox, roach, 73lb.; A. Hattemore, roach and dace, 5lb. 630z.; 8S. Cole, roach, 
Alb. 10$0z. ; and G. Hunt, roach, 2lb, 830z.—R. GHURNEY, sec. a 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 24th inst, several of our members were out. The following weighed-in :— 
Messrs. H. Bigsby, roach and dace ; E. Pyne, roach; R. Clark, roach and dace; G. 
Geale, roach and dace; A. Morgan, dace and gudgeon; W. North, gudgeon; 
A. Whiteley, gudgeon; W. Putt, gudgeon. Mr, H. Davies and Mr. C. Harris were 
duly elected as members last Tuesday evening. Members please note that we fish at 
Sunbury on the 31st inst., for four prizes and a sweepstakes, all members to start by 
the first train, and return by the 7.5 from Sunbury.—R. CLARK, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. : 
Three special prizes fished for in the Thames on the 24th ; Mr, C. Hayward secured 
first honours; Mr. H. Butt, second ; Mr. N. Martin, third, Messrs, Bass and Charters 
weighed-in roach and perch; Mr, A. E. Bedford had a tray of very handsome barbel 
and roach, The prizes given by Mr. N. Martin will be fished for on Wednesday 
next, November 3rd, in the Rye House water; all kinds weigh, no competitor to 
leave London before the morning of the competition. The next district return visit 
will be to this society on Tuesday, November 9th.—H. B. 


KINGFISHER ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first meeting of the above society was held at the Temperance Hotel, Chapel- 
street, Salford, on Tuesday, the 5th inst., when the following officers were elected : 
President, Mr, Bullock ; vice-president, Mr. W. L. Crawford; treasurer, Mr. C, D, 
Greenhalgh ; secretary, B. J. Pickering. ; 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting was held on Wednesday evening, Mr. C, S. Blackman presid- 
ing. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed, after which the 
usual business was gone through. Members are reminded that next Wednesday 
evening the half-yearly meeting will take place, when all members are requested to 
clear the books, The election of officers for the ensuing half-year will also take 
place, Our trays have been badly patronised the last fortnight, the principal shows 
being made by Mr, Short with jack and roach; Mr, Blackman, perch and roach ; 
Mr, Gillies, roach and dace; and Mr. May, roach.—A, MAY, hon. sec, 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 24th inst, our trays were well filled. Mr, Billings, roach ; Mr, Swain, ditto, 
the three heaviest going 1lb. each, from the Thames; Mr. Culpitt, jack, heaviest 
5lb. 330z., from the Welsh Harp ; Messrs. Fancourt and Edgerton, who are on the 
books for election, six good jack, heaviest 7lb, 120z., from Hlstree.—W.G, GREEN- 
WOOD, sec, 
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PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Perch competition, Mr, Robinson showed a tray of fine fish, several over 11b. 80z., 
caught in the Avon at Christchurch, Hants, and won the first prize. Mr. T. E. 
Wright took the second prize with fish caught in the same river, Mr. Batt, the 
rae Bs with the largest fish from the Thames, Chub competition, November 

PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club are now settling down for the winter, after a not 
very encouraging summer season, especially for trout. At the last meeting it was 
decided to continue their annual smoking concerts, in addition to the series of “ Gos- 
sipping Papers on Angling Subjects,” promised by the chairman (Mr. J. S. Dyer), 
the first of which will be read next Thursday, Nov. 4th, subject, “ Spring Fishing 
—Trout.” The contributions towards the Isaac Walton statue have been well 
responded to, and the first subscription will be forwarded at once to the FISHING 
GAZETTH fund. The unfavourable weather lately has not daunted some of our salt- 
water anglers. Last week some very fair catches were made at Southsea Pier, includ- 
ing some fine specimens of whiting cole over 11b. in weight.—DAGGERWOOD. 

ROYAL GHEORGHE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 24th inst. most of our members were out, but only met with poor results, 
I suppose owing to the tremendous wind that was blowing all day. Among the 
most successful were Mr, Chart, with 911b. of handsome roach, which brings this 
gentleman’s total weight this season to over 1501b., all roach. The following gentle- 
men also weighed-in :—Mr, Holden, 51b. 41b. ; Mr. Parsons, 3lb. 90z.; Mr. Carter, 
3lb, 7oz.; Mr. Hewitt, 3ib.; Mr. Brewer, 3lb.; Mr. Hughes, 2lb. 10oz. ; and Mr. 
Healy, 21b. Members, friends, and secretaries of other clubs please, take notice that 
on and after the 9th of next month our club will be removed to larger and more 
convenient quarters—viz., the White Hart Tavern, Windmill-street, Tottenham- 
court-road, close to the Hearts of Oak Society. Our first smoking concert will shortly 
be announced.—C. A. W., sec. pro tem. — 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS., 

On jthe 24th the following members exhibited fish:—Mr, R. Chantry, 43lb. of 
roach and dace ; R. Smith, roach, dace, and barbel; J. Smith, 6lb. of roach ; J, 
Wigley, dace; T. Lines, dace. Most of these fish came from the Thames and the 
Lea, On the 27th Mr, Moulton exhibited some nice dace from the Thames, Mr. 
J. Davis was declared the winner of the prize offered by Mr. Moulton for the gross 
weight taken on Wednesdays during October, with 1211b. from Richmond, Mr. 
Moulton won Mr, Chantry’s prize given for the 2nd, gross weight Wednesdays’ only, 
with 103lb. The committee decided that the monthly competition shall take place 
on the 30th at Windsor, for three prizes, Ist, 2nd, and 3rd, gross weight, a prize for 
the largest roach over 14lb., and a prize for a jack over 2lb. Members to start 
from Waterloo on Oct. 31, at 8.5 a.m., and fish from Windsor Bridge to Surley 
Hall up till 4 o’clock, in order to catch the 5 o’clock train to London. ll fish to 
weigh according to club rules and the minutes passed at the meet on the 27th in 
reference to this competition. Members are informed that the Southern District 
visit of the Anglers’ Association will go to the Battersea Friendly, Queen's Hotel, 
Queen’s-road, Wandsworth, on Tuesday next, November 2nd. Members that can 
attend will be warmly received by our friends at Battersea,—PIxIn. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 27th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie 
Great Bath-street, E.C., when Mr. Aldridge was electeda member. On the 24th inst 
Mr. A. Beecham weighed in one jack, 2lb. 630z. ; Mr. Rt. Sharpless, roach, 2lb. 130z.; 
Mr. Benton, llb. 7joz.; Mr. Mallard, lb. loz.; Mr. Wilde, 15}0z.; Mr. Bedford, 
10j0z. ; the lowest weight being one roach, 3}0z., by—C. PIGGort, sec. 

ROSE AND CROWN ANGLING SOCIETY, NOTTINGHAM. 

This society held their annual dinner on Thursday evening, the 21st inst., at the 
above house, when a full muster of members sat down to an enjoyable dinner, which 
was excellently provided by the proprietors, Messrs, E. and T. Jepson. After dinner 
the prizes were distributed to the following successful members :—Barbel: 1, Mr, R. 
Hancock, 4b. 9j0z. Roach: 1, Mr. T. Hancock, 1lb. 440z.; 2, H. Frear, 11b. 2h0z. 
Dace : 1, Mr, R. Gaskin, 8302. ; 2, Mr. J. Hallworth, 630z. Perch : 1, Mr. E. Robinson, 
11o0z. ; 2,8. Kirk. Bream; 1, J. Beard, 8lb, 240z, Chub: 1, A. Sewell, 2b. 15o0z, 
The rest of the evening was spent in harmony, Mr. G. Hook presiding at the piano. 
Songs were rendered by several members and friends, and the company broke up at 
midnight with a vote of thanks to the chairman.—R. GASKIN, hon. sec, 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY, 

We held our usual weekly meeting on Friday, the 22nd inst., but no business of 
any importance was brought forward. A fair number of members were out on the 
24th inst., but met with poor success; Mr. Bray saved the club from a blank by 
showing a few perch.—JOHN BATTENSBY, sec. 


SOCIAL BROTHERS’ ANGLING CLUB. 

Several members of the above had one of their old-fashioned outings on the 24th 
at Pangbourne for several prizes, when, in spite of the clay colour of the water, they 
hada fine show of roach, The prizes were all taken in the following order :—Mr, 
Goubot, Mr. Freeman, Mr, Irons, Mr, Toombs, Mr. Bird, Mr. Lockeyear, and Mr, 


Pavey.—J, GOUBOT, 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above club were out on the 24th inst, and had some very 
nice sport. Mr, T. Morse, a nice brace of jack; J. Payne, roach and bream ; J. 
Currans, roach and bream; W. Tyler, dace. Notice. On the 3lst inst. members of 
the above club will fish a pegged down match at Ware for ten very handsome and 
useful prizes giyen by members and friends. Hope hon. members will please take 
notice that they can take part in the said match. Hope we shall have a good 
muster and a nice show of fish._—H. TYLER. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS, 

Meeting held at the St. Paul's Tavern, Thursday, Oct. 28th, Mr. Bayley in the 
chair. Members present—Messrs. Bayley, Grigg, Brodie, Crisp, sen., Hibble, Beale, 
Curtis, Buck (S.L,), W. L. Griffin, and several friends. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed. Mr, Buck, of the South London Angling Society, 
said that he had come on behalf of the six members of his society who competed in 
a friendly match for a supper with six members of the Walworth Waltonians, to 
arrange for the date of the said supper, and said that Tuesday, Nov. 11th, would 
suit his friends. This date also suiting the other parties, the feed will take place on 
that evening at 8.30 p.m., when we shall be pleased with the company of any friends 
who would like to be of the party by giving notice to our ‘host, Mr. Cubitt Cooke, 
charge 2s. 6d. The result of the competition on the 24th was—Mr. Allard, first, 
roach from the Thames ; second, Mr. Hibble, roach from Chelmsford, among them 
one of 180z. ; Messrs, Smith, Griffin, Crisp, jun., Delhaye, and Bayley also had fish ; 
total weight about 26lb. This evening, Messrs. Grigg and Brodie weighed in about 
401b. of splendidroach from Tring; Messrs. Delhaye and Crisp, sen., also had good 
shows.—W, L. GRIFFIN, sec. 


WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 24th we had very little fish, only three members having the courage to 
weigh in, On Wednesday Mr. A. T, Wingrove was proposed as a member, and will 
be balloted for next week. Mr. Newbury and Mr. Crisp had a nice show of roach 
and dace, the former weighing in 6lb. 14oz., and the latter 41b. 130z. Mr. Hopkins 
and Mr. Sloper also weighed in. Having a very full attendance and little business 
to transact, the latter part of the evening was very agreeably passed, thanks to the 
harmonious and elocutionary efforts of Messrs. Furlong, Church, Street, Sloper, &c. 
The song by the latter, ‘“‘ Forty Years Ago,” being especially well received by two of 
our members and a friend of theirs present, whose united ages exceed 220 years,— 


W. W. ALEXANDER, sec, 





Mrs. MARCUS H. LEWIS would be pleased to receive young children (or older ones) requiring 
change of air, with or without tuition, Terms according to requirements, Highest references given 
and required, Address, MRS. MARCUS H. LEWIS, Woodspeen, Newbury, Berks. Reference kindly 
permitted to Editor of the FISHING GAZHV'TH, 
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CREELS. 


THE basket, pannier, or creel forms a very important part of the 
angler’s equipment, and the letters bearing thereon which have 
recently appeared in the “F. G.” by Mr. Tod, Mr. Cadman, and Mr, 
Dickin are very interesting. The willow, leather, tin, and wood, as 
the material wherewith to construct the creel, have all been brought 
into requisition time out of mind. 

The old wicker one has nothing but its lightness aud neatness to recommend 
it; and although I still possess a large one, which I make use of for long 
journeys or when in quest of big fish, I, years ago, had it lined with very thin 
leather, and this lining afterwards painted with two or three coats of white 
paint. Practically, therefore, it isa leather pannier. 

Handsomely shaped and well-made leather panniers have for years been sold 
by Messrs. Hutchinson and Son, the tackle-makers, Kendal, and the only ob- 
jections that can be urged against them are the cost and the weight. Perhaps 
the cost ought not to count, since they will last for generations. 

My favourite is a wooden one, which holds 10lb. of trout. Attached to the 
lid is a self-acting spring-catch, and also a lock, which I find useful. Its weight, 
including the shoulder-strap, is 241b, It is shaped or hollowed to fit the back, 
and if, unlike Mary the gleaner, I am tired and want rest, it affords a dry, com- 
fortable seat. For several gentlemen who have at various times fallen in love 
with it I have had others made like it. To be neatly done they require building, 
and are work for the cabinet-maker rather than the joiner. The best way to 
treat the inside of these wooden creels is to first give them two or three coats of 
white paint (allowing each coat to dry before putting on another), and lastly, 
to give them a coatof white enamel paint, which, if of good quality, sets very 
hard and firm, and makes the creel, as Madame Rachael proposed to make her 
dupes, ‘ beautiful for ever.” 

At the end of a day’s fishing, and when the contents of the creel have been 
transferred to, say, three large dishes (I am assuming the angler to have had a 
fairly good day, and to have killed twenty well-fed trout, varying from 3lb. to 
1lb. each), and laid thereupon in due order—head to tail—all that remains to be 
done is to half-fill the creel with warm water, rinse it well out, and dry it with 
a cloth, or simply turn it upside-down and leave it to dry gradually. This is 
very different to the cleansing required by a wicker-basket, while in the appear- 
ance presented by the fish there is no comparison. I may add that lots of anglers 
here in the North, who can’t very well afford expensive creels, extemporise homely, 
but useful and cheap, ones out of the thin wooden boxes in which American 
cheeses are sentover. Itis true they are not very elegant in appearance, but they 
answer their purpose very well, and come under the rule of “ handsomeis that 
handsome does.” 

I like the suggestion of Mr. G. Ll. Dickin very much, and should like to see it 
carried out. By all means, however, let the interior of ths creel be white instead 
of black. Youcan then see at once whether it is clean or otherwise, and if you 
wish at any time to change the minnow for the fly, and you adopt the time-saving 
plan of dropping your minnow flight or any other object into your pannier for 
the time being, it willbe much more readily found than if you had to “ grope in 
the dark ” for it. 

I am not very sure whether vulcanised indiarubber would not prove a better 
and more durable material than papier-mdché. It, too, can be moulded into any 
shape and to any degree of stiffness. Messrs. Anderson would be able to speak 
as to its fitness for the work. Both might be tried. Wma. Nayior. 

East Grove, Keighley, Oct. 25. 





n 
GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Nobleme 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season, No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
orders punctually attended to.—(ADVT.) 








THE ERRECTS ARE PERMANENT. 


A WONDERFUL STATEMENT, 
SHOWING THAT THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS 
OF “WARNER’S SAFE CURE” 

ARE NOT TEMPORARY, BUT PERMANENT, 


Tue objection is often made that the beneficial effects of 
proprietary imedicines are only temporary, and that the 
disease returns as soon as the use of the medicine is discon- 
tinued. To meet this objection in the case of “ Warner’s 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years after the cure was wrought. 

Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 31, 1882, says: 
— Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
ended in abscess of that organ, resulting from inflammation. 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottles of 
‘Warner's Safe Cure,’ the contents of 13 only of which I 
have taken, Itbroughtaway about two ounces of stone; the 
pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water 
is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. 
I have long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men 
in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

Writing under date of APRIL 27, 1886, this gentleman 
says: “ Itis now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heavy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ In my case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it, 

Yours faithfully, 


“Station Master Navigation Station, Taff Vale Railway, 
Treharris, R.S.O, Glamorganshire, Wales.” 








Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond the shadow of a doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of “ Warner’s Safe Cure” are permanent, This 
permanency of power over disease givesit the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
many thousands? For sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and at the stores, Price, 4s.6d. If your chemist does not 
keep it, and will not order it, send your orders direct to 
H. H, WARNER & CO, 47, Farringdon Street, London, H.C, 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeied Rods, &c. 





Without above Mark THEY ARE 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THE NEW ACME” Lk 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Suppiied if Line be not deemed 


satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 
USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. OF 
SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POsT. 





" * EIGHT 
¢ i | INTERNATIONAL 
k: FISHERIES 
ae AWARDS. 
1) » 





ATO 
FIRST TIME 


EXHIBITING, 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My exp 
ends under a strong magni 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, 
best lines I ever had.” 


erience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 
fying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
I have used both lines hard eyer since, and they appear to be quit) good for the chances of 1886, 


On receiving sample lengths, I put the 


They are, in short, the 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“ [ have used the Inerovep ‘Acme’ Line last season and this. 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT,.”—May, 1885. 


The dressing weirs perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. 
“ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


You HAV# GOT HOLD oF An Al 


Mr, Cholmondele;-2enneli’s New Patent ‘‘Whip'ash” Tap2 are now Soely Manufactured by us with and without 


Metal Centre. 


Prez 210d. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the ves Lines at the prica in the market. Price 1s.3d. and 1s. 6d. per score yards. 


SAMPLES OF 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, | 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON -TWEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel cr in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and bein 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES, 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 0’clock. Table d’Héte 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 83.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
eich 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d, FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 

ay, 1s. 6d. 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. 

















ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, Is. per Box; Post Free, ls. 3d, 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. 


E., 


ALL THE ABOVE FREE 


MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


CATALOGUES POSTS FREE, 



















PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


2 STAMPS. 


POST FREE FOR S!X STAMPS. 


THE 





The Ludicrous Experiences of an Old Sportsman 
after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 
Kels, and Suckers. 






APM Le 


(WwW, 






MEE SB 
=. —— 
, —— ———> 

— Fd) 

7 
- —— 4 == 
“TROUT AND GouT,..W—____»-” _ —— 


PO3T FREE FOR SIX STAMPS OF THE 


MANAGER OF THE “FISHING GAZETTE,” 
12, and 13, Fetter Lane, London. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d., and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA, 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO, 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, B.C. Branch 
Establishments—63, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 
Holborn, W.C., London, 


COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Com 
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IMPROVED SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 


recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 38511. 


FARLOWS NEW EYED TROUT FiY BOX, 


egd. No. 44533. 


FARLOW’S IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET, 


Very Light. 


NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE NOW READY, GRATIS. 
Telephone No. 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish, Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS, 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”"—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886, 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 


\, 











Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., Kc. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 + Putney. 
2 yi pe ame 
cf arnes, 
Add 55 rf Kew. 
75 4, Richmond, 
80 “5 Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


” 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 
For TIMES oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. 5 
Saturday, October 30 e060 Acie ecthea. .o ide oat 
Sunday, A} 31 500 ose 4.11 ans see 4,31 
Monday, November 1 Sap wee 4.50 ace see 5.10 
Tuesday, = 2 ie aa 5.32 ore sf 5.55 
Wednesday, CF 3 ae ies 6.17 a ood 6.44 
Thursday, Mi 4 chic ase Te re O50 7.46 
Friday, # 5 act ae 8,22 ved wee 9.1 





GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to th 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


FARLOW & CO.,| 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GeNERAL REMARKS. 

During the week the operations of the angler have been seriously checked by the 
presence of a cold easterly wind at times amounting almost to a gale. The water 
has been in capital order, and described as of “a respectable bright and good colour.” 
The reports are, therefore, of a somewhat meagre character, which is only attri- 
butable to the difficulties of angling under such untoward circumstances. The 
netsmen below the Isleworth Church Ferry have had a very bad season, and it has 


only been at certain portions of the tide they have been able to get any fish. This 


ig a matter of some regret, as it is the livelihood of most of the men who practise it, 
The official reports of the river-keepers as to the watching during the period when 
the river required special protection, are most satisfactory ; there was only one scare, 
and that proved of a worthless character. It has been remarkable, the quantity of 
barbel that have been taken at Sunbury during the last six weeks; but the returns 
this week, doubtless owing to the cold atmosphere, are almost barren of results as 
regards that particular fish. 
ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMOND.—Christopher Brown has been out four days—one with Mr. Annans, 
and taking 23lb. of roach ; and in three other days a total of 28lb. F. Brown, in three 
says, 141b. Job Brain, in six days, 100lb. H. Mansell, in three days, 391b. Henry 
Howard, in four days and one half-day, twenty-five dozen ; and J. Brain, jun., in five 
days, 601b. 

hwickmnn im—Richard Moffatt, in four and a half days, twenty-four dozen of 
roach and dace, and one brace of perch. J. Dobbin, in two and a half days, twenty- 
five dozen, and a couple of bream, John Spong, who has commenced business on 
his own account, and severed his connection with the Two Sawyers, has taken, in 
four days, 43lb, of roach and dace, one barbel, and a couple of bream. Pert Ham- 
merton, in four days, 48lb, Samuel Cole, in two days, 25lb, and one perch. Edward 
Finch, in four days, 201b., one barbel, and six bream. H. Spiers, in six days, 801b. 
and two barbel. Mr. Henry Briant and his brother, in one day, 1431b, of roach, 
Charles Hennessey, in three days, fourteen dozen of roach and dace and one bream, 
Richard Coxen, in three days, twenty dozen and four barbel, the largest 7lb. George 
Coxen, in five days, 811b. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in three days, twelve dozen of roach and dace and 
three bream. 

Kixaston.—John Johnson, sen., writes :—“ John Johnson, jun., has been getting 
a-few barbel and some nice perch. I have been getting some good roach and dace, 
and J. Wilkes has been doing the same. One of the private boats yesterday got two 
and a half dozen, some of the roach weighing lb. each. There has been nothing 
done on the banks. The water is of a good colour, but there is a cold North-east 
wind ;—only for this some good roach-fishing could be had. The gudgeon have 

one off.” : 
g HAmpron Court.—William Milbourne writes :—“ Thomas Wheeler, in three 
days, has been taking from five to six dozen of roach and dace each day. Thomas 
Milbourne, in three days, fifteen dozen of roach and dace. The last few days the 
wind has been blowing strong from the East, and it has been impossible to fish our 
waters. The boats I have mentioned are the only boats that have caught anything 
this week,” 

HAmpron.—James Langshaw, in two days, three dozen of roach and dace, seven 
jack, the largest 51b., and twelve brace of perch. 

Sunpury.—Mr. H. Streatfield, fishing with Herbert for three days, has taken 
twenty-six dozen of roach and dace. Edward Clarke, one day, four dozen of roach 
and dace ; another day, five perch and two barbel ; another day, twelve brace of 
perch and two dozen of roach and dace ; another day, eighteen brace of perch and 
two dozen of dace ; and another day, three perch and two dozen of roach, 

SHEPPERTON.—W. House, during the week, has taken nine barbel and four anda 
half dozen of roach and dace. 

WEYBRIDGE.—A. Poulter, one day, a jack of 641b., and another day one brace of 
jack, Herbert Curr, one day, two barbel and one brace of perch ; another day, one 
jack and four brace of perch ; another day, eight dozen of roach and dace; and 
another day, one brace of jack ; all of the fish taken by Herbert Curr, with the ex- 
ception of the roach, were returned to the river again. Mr. Wheatley has taken a 
jack of 831b., and Mr, Bryning four bream and eighteen roach. 

Dockerr Pornt,—James Haslett, one day, three perch and two dozen of roach 
and dace ; and another day, seven dozen of gudgeon and one brace of perch. 

CHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, in one day, five barbel and eight dozen of roach. 

Prenton Hoox.—An angler fishing from the bank got three barbel ; and another, 
one barbel. 

SrAINES.—John Keene, jun., in four days, 110lb. of roach ; the largest fish, 
11b, 10oz., and several over lib. H. J. Clarke, in two days, eleven chub, the largest 
3lb, 9oz, 


UPPER THAMES. 


The downpour of rain which has fallen during the past week or so has had the 
effect of bringing on a nice fresh of water, which will effectually scour out the rot- 
ting weeds and clear away the débris, which will skulk in holes and corners until 
peremptorily ordered off by “ Mr. Flood.” The water has, so far, only popped up to 
the brink of the banks, and, as it is now likely to fall, no damage will have been 
done to the various well-stocked fisheries between Oxford and Windsor. In conse- 
quence of the state of the Thames, little has been attempted in the fishing way ;. 
but I glean that bankmen have, in all directions, been haying a grand time of it, 
ledgering for roach with tail of lobworm, many takes of between 20lb. and 30lb. 
being had in the Windsor, Sonning, and Caversham waters. At Henley, Messrs. 
Johnson, Marshall, Sheppard, and Petching have done good execution ; and, at 
Aston, Mr, Askew, with Hamilton, has been busy. At Hurley, the Miller of the 
Thames, Mr. Street, has taken a fine-conditioned trout of about Sb, in his eel-bucks. 
The fish was, with fostering care, returned to the water above the lock. Thursday 
evening : The Thames is, of course, high, but toning down to a beautiful tint, only 
equalled, just at present, by its own lovely surroundings. Roach, jack, and perch 
should now be had in eddies and lay-byes, ledgering and paternostering being the 
best methods to goin for, Weather fine and bracing, with westerly hreeze,— 


MaRLow Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). ; ; 

The water is a good deal lower than last week, and that is better than having a 
flood, as mostly happens this time of the year. The jack seem to be feeding very 
well, and there seems to be a good sprinkling of them about. James Gray, in the 
old river, on the 25th, had three jack, largest 8lb. I was out a short time on the 
24th, got one 51b.; on the 27th, five dozen roach and dace, principally dace ; on the 
28th, four jack, three of them averaging 8lb. each, and one 4lb, ; had a run with 
another large one—it was not his fault he was not caught : he turned and seized the 
bait three times in succession, and that after a’ good stiff hauling. On the 29th, 
two jack, one 91b. and one 3lb.—G, LUMSDEN. 

Thames (Eynsham). \ 

The Thames in this district is again in good order for all-round fishing. On 
Saturday, the 23rd inst., fishing in the Evenlode, a friend and myself caught one 
eel (31b. loz.), three roach, and one chub (6lb.), gross weight, 91b. loz. ; and yester- 
day (Wednesday), a friend and myself, in the Evenlode, took a fine lot of perch, 
roach, and dace, and one jack, all with the lobworm (heaviest perch, 12lb., heaviest 
roach, 13lb.) The fish are biting well now after the late rains and fresh of water.— 
W. B, Howe, 





Thames (Goring). 
Water was a little thick, but not in bad order for all-round fishing. Should it 
keep fine, water will be in fair order for jack by the end of the week. I have been 
out one day since last report and took 12lb. of roach, Thursday prospects look 


better,—J OHN RusH, 


254 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Ocr. 30, 1886. 


eR LL 





Thames (Monkey Island). 

Water getting into good condition. This last week it has been very dirty; but 
fishing this last fortnight has been fairly good. Mr. Bond, of the Sun Hotel, King- 
ston, on Monday week, fishing with me, in less than three hours got six jack, five of 
them good fish, the two largest, I should say, between 14lb. and 16lb. On the 
Saturday previous he had a nice take of roach and some very nice perch. Myson 
on Tuesday, with a gentleman staying in the hotel, had seven jack, from 3lb. to 4b. 
each, all spinning, and any amount of perch, but they ran small,a few of them 
averaging 1lb. Out again to-day with the same gentleman. A. Dunn Gardner, 
Esq., four nice jack, the largest turning the scale at 6lb.; during this week the same 
gentleman has had some very good sport with the chub and roach, also four small 
jack, 21lb, to 3lb, each. Should we get a good rain to wash the dirt and the mud 
away, I think there will be some good all-round fishing. Hdward Andrews, of 
Maidenhead, fishing in the vicinity of Monkey Island with a gentleman, caught a 
quantity of jack, I believe 37, last week in four days. Barbel are still feeding. 
With plenty of worms and the water right, I believe good barbel can be taken now, 
R, PLUMMER, sen. 

Thames (Reading). 

The weather is extremely unsettled. Bitterly cold this Wednesday morning ; this 
evening quite the reverse, and rain coming down copiously. Lots of anglers out 
since my last, and most of them haye been lucky enough to secure something for 
braving the rough weather. If the rain were to hold up, the fishing would be first 
rate. Roach have been on the feed, but on several occasions have been disturbed by 
the pike, who have paid for their intrusion with their lives. Several barbel and 
some good perch have been taken by the bank anglers. River rising fast, which 
will sadly interfere with these latter anglers if we have much more rain, which no 
doubt we shall, although we had a new moon this morning,—FRANK GOSDEN, 

Thames (Windsor). 

The Maidenhead waters (which teem with pike) are well rid of that veteran pike 
which was recently found in Mrs, Graham Smith’s eel bucks at The Fishery, Maiden- 
head, It was ina very emaciated condition, and compared with the head of a 25lb. 
fish, I should say, in condition, the fish ought to have gone 30lb. Cooper, of 
London, has the head for preservation. The heavy rains of the 27th inst will keep 
the river in a very turbid state for some time. It was looking passable for jack, 
though thick, 24th inst., on which day Mr. W. Wilson, of Windsor, out with Richard 
Gray, had three fish, 81b., 41b., and 3lb. Myr. H. Manning, of Windsor, during the 
week, has had twenty-eight barbel from the Windsor weir stream. Mr, Barwell, 
of The Friendly Anglers, 25th inst., had a handsome chub of 4lb. Mr. T. 
Howard Tucker, of Cherry Orchard, Staines, whilst ledgering for barbel in Bell 
weir, took a handsome trout of 41b., which was returned apparently uninjured. 
Roach-fishermen have been doing very well with gentles, the best bag coming under 
my notice being 15doz, to two rods in three days, Water in capital order for worm- 
fishing ; but a searching east wind prevails.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 





‘ ; Ancholme (Caistor). : ; 
The water is now in much better tone, but the cold easterly winds which have 


prevailed during the greater part of the week have been against sport, and kept 
anglers away from the waterside. There is a great falling off in visitors, and winter 
fishing is not much in vogue. Perch have fed a little better than formerly—in 
fact, I have noticed in previous years that fish of prey, if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression, feed better as the season advances,—THOMAS FORD, 

; Bure (Norwich). 

From both Jimpson’s and Whittaker’s I hear that jack fishing has been very good, 
as many as eighteen being caught on Wroxham Broad in one day. Whittaker tells 
me that eight to ten have been caught on the river, the largest going 101b., whereas 
7 or 81b. was the largest on the Broad. On the Yare, fair sport has been had, but 
nothing worth recording, but beach fishing at Yarmouth and Lowestoft has been good. 
One gentleman told me to-night that he caught last week more than he could carry 
home. Prospects doubtful_—Rogsr. Mouu. 

4 Chichester. 

Cold, boisterous weather the past week has kept anglers from the water side. 
Some few who have braved the weather have been but ill rewarded for their pains, 
Bream are not feeding, and although pike and perch are numerous, takes have been 
few. Mr, 8, Young landed a well-conditioned pike of 41b. near Hunston, and Mr. 
Stillwell on Tuesday took a small jack inthe basin, To-day (Thursday) I counted 
seven pike lines at the basin—principally without rods, and with one solitary 
attendant, who to my query responded, “No luck,” excepting a couple of nice eels in 
the early morning, and not arun during the week’s fishing. Baits are easily pro- 
curable, but the greatest difficulty is to keep them alive. Fish this season succumb 
in a few hours, even when sunk in the water. It is yet much too weedy for spin- 
ning, and live-baiting is the only method, The tidal waters afford best sport among 
the roach. The Adur above Steyning has yielded some good fish during the week, 
and at Selham (the Rother) I hear roach and dace are feeding well. I have no letter 
from the Ouse this week, so must infer there is nothing worth recording. With the 
weeds down good sport among the pike may be anticipated. Weather this day fine; 
wind, south east,—GEORGE F, SALTER, 

> Dove and its Tributaries. 

The easterly wind, coupled with the foul state—up to this last day or two—of 
water, has effectually prohibited the use of the rod for well-nigh a fortnight past. 
As the adverse conditions indicated are now changing, there may be something 
done amongst the grayling once again. Prior to the recent “flush” of water, we 
were having the best sport amongst these fish that has been had for many years 
past. With bright, cold weather, even better things will in all probability be done. 
The very “acme” of conditions for sport amongst the grayling is a clear day with 
frosty air and clear water, and if low as well as clear, it is no worse for sport, The 
sunk-fly seems to pay best, and under the circumstances alluded to the gaudier 
the fancy fly used the better for the prospects of a weighty bag, always, of course, 
assuming that no natural flies are absorbing the attention of the fish—in which case 
the nearest copy procurable is also, as a matter of course, the thing desirable. As a 
general thing, the best cast of flies for grayling in November, on the Derbyshire 
grayling streams, is a Winter Dun, Green Insect, and Light-Blue Bumble, and as a 
copy of the “ natural,” the Cock-winged Dun will bear the palm as an all-round 
slaughterer. Seeing that expert grayling fishers are ‘rather less plentiful than tyros 
in this delicate art, we have jotted down :the above disjointed sentences in the 
interest of the more numerical class.—FOsTER Bros., Ashbourne, 

Eden (Carlisle). 

The last has been a red-letter week with salmon anglers, the weather having been 
on the whole favourable, and all the different stretches of water haying yielded fair 
sport. There never were more fish in the river, if as many, and certainly the quality 
of most of them is astonishing to the oldest hands. Numbers have been killed 
which were as bright as silver, and plump and fat as any spring fish, and I have 
heard of more than one taken 10 or 12 miles from the sea with sea-lice on them. 
How long can these parasites live in fresh water? If no more than 48 hours, as 
held by many, the fish must have simply “ romped”? up through the many rough 
streams of the Eden, On the 19th inst. Mr. Beaufort had four fish, weighing 201b. 
each ; 20th, he had one 241b.; Mr. E. L. Hugh one, 26lb. ; Mr. Sayers two, 28 and 
11lb.; 21st, Archdeacon Prescott two, 20 and 27lb. ; Mr. HE. L. Hugh one, 26lb. ; 
Mr. Beaufort one, 241b, ; Corby Castle Keeper one, 23lb. 22nd, Mr, E. L, Hugh four, 
Mr. Beaufort three (the seven weighing 140]b.) ; Mr. James steel two, 191b, and 21]b. ; 
Simon Bell one. 23rd, Corby Castle Keeper, two; Mr. R. H. Horrocks, two, 34 and 
36lb.; Tom Bone, two. “24th R. McAllister, two. 25th, Colonel Sharp 
two, 22 and 12lb ; Corby Castle Keeper one, 201b.; Col. Blackett one, 20lb. ; Rev. H. 
Whitmore one, 211b. ; Mr, Beaufort one, Mr. W. Hough three. 26th, Mr. Slater had 
two, 23 and 17lb,; Mr. Maritire one, 201b.; Mr. G. Potter one, 20lbs, Suitcase 
Coulthard one, 22lb, ; Sergt.-Major Fox one, 16lb,; Mr, Beaufort four. 27th, George 
Ferguson one, 201b, ; Sergt,-Major Fox one, 18lb, ; Mr, Parkins one, 22lb, ; Col, Sharp 


one, 33lb. ; Col. Blackett one, 25lb. No doubt many others have been killed of which 
I have not heard. The water is now as clear as crystal, and the best time is from 
three to five in the afternoon. 

Esk (Whitby). 


The river is in splendid order for fishing, and salmon are more abundant than has 
ever been known at this season of the year for ten years past. Anglers have had 
some capital sport, all being daily more or less successful. Captain Hay, Mr. F. W. 
Donkin (Sleights), Mr. Keighley, Mrs. Keighley, Mr. J. H. Long, Captain Dinsdale, 
Mr. O, Robson (Glaisdale), Mr. A. Z. Stewart, Mr. C. Calvert, and many others have 
made excellent sport. The fish average 41b. to 7lb, The best individual catch that 
Thave heard of is that of Captain Dinsdale, who landed nine salmon in one day. 
The aggregate weight was 63lb,, and, if I remember correctly, the heaviest fish was 
171b.—J. J. J. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing, The weather during the past week has been so shuffling that regular 
fishing could not be attempted. Friday last, 22nd inst., many of the herring boats 
shot for the dawning, and secured catches varying from 500 to 700 herrings the 
boat. W. Lewis and S. Williams contrived to land a large shark, which measured 
8ft. 3in., and weighed nearly 5001b. Saturday, 18,000 mackerel and about 350 hake 
were brought to this shore by two fishing boats. Weather not settled; wind 
moderate, H.S.H.—E. CoMER. : 

Lake District. 


Owing toa spell of fine weather the rivers are now somewhat low. The fish are 
not now running as much as last week, and most of the salmon are in holes and pools, 
Probably more fish have this year gained the higher reaches of the Kent than in any 
previous year. The tront do not yet geton to the spawning beds in quantity, many 
of the trout and sprods being still in good condition, and still feeding on a small 
“cock-up.” Daring the past week the following gentlemen have had nice takes :— 
Messrs. Bigland, two; G. Fisher, one; R. Park, three ; J. Whitehead, four ; and H, 
Beadle, five. The season will practically end to-day. Owing to the very heavy 
waters which have prevailed, perhaps fewer fish have been taken than in previous 
years. The run of salmon and sea-fish, however, has been unprecedented.— 
EPHEMERA. 

Lea (Rye House). 

Now is the time for the fishermen to come to the Rye water, for it is in good 

order now. There have been some nice roach taken these last two days with paste, 


—Wm. CowELL. 
Lea (Tottenham). 

With the weeds getting sour the jack are seeking the more open water, and 
the colder weather has the effect of sharpening their appetites. On Tuesday 
Messrs. Dodd, Tuck, and Hoy, fishing the Lower Pool with live gorge-bait killed 
four fish, Messrs. Dodd and Tuck getting one each, and Mr. Hoy two weighing 
respectively 5b. 60z, and 81b. 100z, On the following day (Wednesday), Messrs. Hazle- 
wood and Dodd, fishing the same pool, both got a run at the same’ moment, 
Mr. Hazlewood, by the gingerly way his fish took the bait, thought he had got a 
baby jack, and after giving him the usual time began to pull in his line, coiling it 
at his feet, and as the fish offered but little resistance, he felt convinced that it was 
only a “little un”; however, on nearing the bank the fish saw danger ahead, and, 
rising to the surface, endeavoured to shake himself free, and then went off with a 
mad rush down the pool. “ By gum,” says an onlooker, whom I will call “ Mr, John,” 
“that is a big ’un ; if you lose him I will chuck you in.” Mr. Hazlewood, who is no 
tyro with the rod, ran with his fish, and “ Mr. John,” not wishing to 
have to put his threat into execution, picked up the loose line from 
the ground, and handled it as delicately as he would a lady’s train (perhaps more 
so!), After the usual give and take, the fish was brought to the side, and Mr. 
John, still remembering his threat, gave one of his own legs a cold bath, and seizing 
the fish by the gills, threw it on to the bank—a splendid fish, in the pink of condition, 
and scaling 16lb. Mr. Hazlewood, who thoroughly deserves his success, has sent it 
to be preserved to be a “thing of joy” and a momento of a gallant fight, and the 
threat of a ducking. Mr. Dodd also succeeded in landing his fish weighing 5lb. 60z. 
Roach-fishers during the week have been conspicuous by their absence,— 
HACKLES RED, 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

Sport has been more prolific during the week, und fish have been well on the feed. 
On Saturday last many fishermen were out below Derby, and some good catches 
were made. Some good-sized jack have been landed out of the canal at Chellaston. 
At Derby the fishing has not been good. In the Darby length some fair creels of 
fish have been taken. The Duffield waters have been well fished, and a fair amount 
of sport met with. Nothing of importance has taken place in the river at Belper. 
At Ambergate and Whatstandwell the catches have been above the average. On 
Saturday Mr. Walter Glossop, of Ambergate, caught twelve anda half brace of gray- 
ling, using both fly and maggot, the latter proving more successful. Several nice 
takes of grayling have also been made in this length. The mornings of late have 
been frosty, and some good fishing has been done in the early morning. The prospects 
continue good.—GEO, ROBERTS BRown. 

Leicester. 

There has been an improvement in the weather during the past few days, and 
anglers in the neighbourhood have not been slow to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of indulging in their favourite pastime. The Leicester Angling Society’s 
waters have received plenty of attention this week, and considering that the season 
is now far advanced, there was a fair amount of success. Messrs. G. Smith and 
Stevens had a capital lot of pike on Saturday last. The celebrated Leicestershire 
cricketer, Rylott, who fishes most days during the winter, and takes the trouble to 
bait some of the best swimsin the brook at Aylestone, has been showing some excel- 
lent lots of chub, the greater portion averaging between 2} and 33lb. Roach have 
been biting well, and from the West Bridge Ford some fine lots have been taken by 
Messrs. J. Shelton and Hobbs. From the river Wreake reports are more favourable, 
and as these waters afford capital winter fishing, there is no doubt but that visitors 
will soon be plentiful. The weather on Thursday remained fine, but dull. Water 
in first-rate condition for angling —ALERT, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams are still keeping coloured, but have lowered a little. Rain has been 
had in this déstrict. A few anglers have been out, but few fish have been landed. 
The chief baits that have been used have been the maggot and grasshopper. The 
Pinsley is still a little coloured, but low. There have been scarcely any anglers on 
its banks of late.-—GWYNNE. 

Medway (Tunbridge): 

The water is now.first-rate for autumn fishing ; but, no doubt, the fogs have kept 
anglersindoors, Pike are well on the feed, and some of the “ big-’uns” ought to be 
caught, The best fish I have heard of was one of 71b., caught below the town, in the 
Turning Hole, by Mr, Withers, a localangler—Yr MEDWAY WATER RAT, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The flush of water has gone and left the water in splendid condition for pike 
Business has been a great deal better this last few days than it has been for some 
time. Some very good fish have been taken during the week. Mr, W. Woodward 
caught six on Monday, the largest 741b., and several smaller ones he has taken since, 
Other local fishermen have caught some good fish. The cold winds have stopped 
some venturing out on the water till the last two days. Prospects good. Subscrip- 
tions are required for fishing,—H. Rout. 

Reservoir (Elstree). ek 

Since my last report we have been running the water off the weeds, and it is 
getting very low now. Some good fish have been taken through the week. On the 
23rd, Mr, Cook, jack ; and a stranger, jack, live-baiting with perch; on the 24th, 
Mr, F, Bollington, jack; Mr, J, Edgerton, jack, two weighing 3lb, each; and Mr, 
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Fancourt, two jack, one weighing 8lb. andanother one 41b, If the water keeps on 
running there will be good sport by the end of the week with dace as_livebait or 
spats for trailing.—G. C, 

Severn (Gloucester). 

The heavy rains and storms which have occurred during the past three weeks 
have had the effect of putting a stop to all successful operations. A few of the 
enthusiasts have ventured out when tempted by a fine morning. To-day (Thursday) 
weather is more settled, and should the rain keep off, the fishing will be good when 
the water has cleared somewhat.—SINGLE HAIR, 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


Water now in good order, after a heavy flood, during which the well-known spot 
known as Townsend’s Field was well patronised, and some good pike were killed by 
Messrs. Hughes, Littlehales, Pescall, Breeze, and others. The two latter gentlemen 
have also had capital sport with pike in private waters, on several occasions bringing 
home heavy baskets. A youth, fishing near Cherry Orchard Ferry on Tuesday, 
caught a basketful of roach and dace. The same day forty perch were taken in 
Townsend’s Field. By the bye, I would remind anglers to call at the Corbet Arms 
before fishing in this field, and ask permission of the landlord, who is one of the old 
stock, and won’t refuse anyone respectable. Here, also, will be found first-class re- 
freshments, which can be duly appreciated after the three miles walk from Shrews- 
bury. Ionly send you particulars of sport which comes immediately under my 
own notice ; large quantities of fish are taken of which I can know nothing in so 
large a stretch of water. In future my reports will only apply to the water below 
the English Bridge.—FLOREAT SALOPIA. 

Teme (Tenbury). 


The water in this part is coloured a little; the weather has gone very cold. 
Fishing, on the whole, has been very quiet; but a few anglers have been out, and 
grayling have been caught. The maggot and worm have been the best baits for 
bottom fishing ; there has been no top fishing done. The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre 
are all coloured ; but little fishing has been done in them.— WORCESTER, 

Teme (Ludlow). 

The Teme has now lowered, but still remains a little coloured; the fish are not 
biting freely, but some good-sized ones have been caught. The maggot and grass- 
hopper have been the chief baits. A few grayling have been taken with the grass- 
hopper. The Ledwyche, Ony, and Clunare all lowered and cleared ; fishing in them 
has been very quiet.—_S, LupLow. 

; Tees (Croft). 

This river was in flood all last week till Friday, when afew anglers were out, but 
did nothing. On Saturday, Mr. B. Chaytor got one of 441lb.; Mr. Robinson, one, 
5alb.; Mr. J, Sadler, one, 1131b. ; and Mr. J. Oliver, one,15lb. By Monday the water 
had settled down to a nice height and colour, on which day Mr. W. H.Pluse had one 
of 44lb.; Mr. G. J. Snaith, four fish, weighing 41b., 431b., 51b., and 5lb. respectively ; 
Mr, 8. Bryant, one, 13lb. Mr. Moscrop, fishing at High Coniscliffe, landed a large 
salmon, the weight of which I have not been able to ascertain. Mr. J. C. Chaytor, 
one of 4lb.; Mr. B, Chaytor, one, 4lb. ; and Mr. Putnam, one, 7lb. On Tuesday, the 
26th inst., Mr. J. G. Snaith had two fish, of 63lb. and 41b,; Mr. S. Bryant, one, 41b. ; 
Mr. B. Chaytor, a fine fish of 13lb, and another of 41b. ; and Mr. J, Davison, one, 8lb. 
On Wednesday Mr, S. Bryant got one of 5lb. The water is now very clear, and the 
river setting low, so that we may not expect much more sport this year, as Monday, 
Noy, 1, closes the season,—G. J. 8. 


The Towy (Llandilo, Carmarthenshire). 

Angling on this section of the river has greatly improved for the last few seasons, 
and some wonderful takes of salmon, sewin, and trout have been brought to bank 
from time to time quite worthy of being reported to the press, as I dare say some 
friends and followers of Old Father Izaak might be glad to find a few days’ good 
sport at a moderate cost. For the last few days we have had fishable after the heavy 
floods some good fish have been caught, Mr. Lewis, of Llandilo, landing the top 
weight of the season, on the 22nd inst., in a fine male fish which turned the scales 
at 341b.; also Geo. Romean, Esq., of Farnham, Surrey, was successful in bringing to 
bank two fine fish—161b. and 20lb. Messrs. Bradshaw, Mitford, and Hopkins were 
equally successful in killing some fine salmon on the 28rd and 24th inst. If the 
weather continues favourable some good sportis anticipated for the coming few days 
before the close of the season. One thing I should suggest for the first time of a re- 
port to your valuable journal of these waters, that they should leave the season open 


‘for another month. Asthe Towy is not an early river, the best fish serve this river 


in October and November.—H. Hopkins, 


Trent (Nottingham). 


The cold weather of the last few days has brought the pike on the feed, and some 
good catches are reported, but-so many of the anglers object to have their takes 
mentioned, Yesterday a gentleman that I know had three good fish down the river, 
8lb. each ; two more anglers in Ratcliffe back-water had sixteen fish in two days. 
In the Shardlow water yesterday (Tuesday) Mr. Toms and friend had six fish, the 
two largest 7 and 6lb. respectively. Mr. Wood had a pike from King’s Mills, 8lb, 
Dr. Wright two good fish on Thursday ; Mr. Toms and friend seven pike ; myself 
a lot of perch, chub, and roach—best perch 1lb, 40z, Several pike were taken in the 
Shardlow water same day.—A. W. 


The Trent in this district has run down rapidly, and was on Thursday in excellent 
condition for either chub or pike-fishing, The latter body of anglers have been busy 
not only at Shardlow, but at Sawley, Hoveringham, Kneeton, and Farndon. A 
number of very good fish have succumbed to the spinning bait on the shallows 
close to decaying weeds. Chub were caught with pith and brains as early as Tues- 
day last ; Messrs, Collishaw and Wheatley (London) taking nine handsome fish in 
the reach above Wilford Bridge. Roach and dace have also afforded sport ; two of 
the former species caught at Weston on the 23rd weighing 1lb. 640z., and lb, 5oz. 
respectively. The rod-fishing for salmon terminates practically to-day (Saturday), 
and numbers of fish have passed up the Dove on the way to their spawning beds. — 
THE MAN AT THE CLUBs. 

Torridge (Torrington), 

River now in fine condition for fishing. Since I wrote you last week thirteen peal 
and three salmon have been taken, the largest 141b. One gentleman from London 
took a salmon 10lb. yesterday, and two other fish. About a fortnight left for fish- 
ing.—PRACTICAL ANGLER, 

Vyrnwy (Lianymynech). 

The river is now in good order, and the bottom-fishers have had a very fair week, 

both with grayling and coarse fish. BORDERER. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Both water and weather during present week have been all that could have been 
desired for grayling-fishing, and several fair dishes have been taken with the fly. 
Should we have a few sharp, frosty nights, worm-fishing will commence in earnest, 
When “ Redspinner ” was over herela fortnight ago the weather was simply wretched 
and the water completely unfishable. Now that he has got back to London nothing 
could be better than either are at the time of writing. “’I was ever thus,” as Mr. 
Francis used to say, when he ran down to Winchester, and invariably experienced 
the same thing. Under existing circumstances, “ Redspinner ” did remarkably well ; 
but had matters stood as at present, he would, Iam certain, have done very much 
better. Yorkshire anglers should read his capital article, “ From Trout to Grayling,” 
that appeared in the (eld of the 16th and 23rd inst—FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the above rivers are running down nicely, and the Chatsworth Club water 
is in fine condition for fly-fishing ; so is the Wye, and decent catches have been made 
on both the Wye between Bakewell and Rowsley; also off the Chatsworth Club 
waters, by theaid of Honey Dun Bumble, Furnace, and Ash Dun flies, The fish are 


now rising in the smooth runs and deep stills. The bottom fishermen have done 
fairly well with both maggots and worms on the Darley Dale and Matlock Bath 
Club waters. It is my opinion that the river Derwent below Matlock Bath will not 
bein orderagain this year for successful grayling fly-fishing in the streams, There 
have been several pike killed on the Matlock Bath Club waters lately by live-bait 
fishing.—GEORGE JAMES EATON. 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


ANNAN,—Capital angling still continues to be had in the Annan, There are an 
enormous quantity of salmon in the river, and eleven were taken on one “ reach ” 
one day this week. Mr. Halliday, Allerslea, had one of 20lb. ; Mr. Wm. Dinwoodie, 
a good salmon ; and Mr. W. G. Jardine, some grilse, Fish still continue to run in 
large quantities ; prospects are good, and anglers are making most of the remaining 
time.—J. W. 

Der (KINCARDINE O’NEIL).—The river has been in capital trim, the pools well 
stocked with fish, and excellent sport has been obtained during the pagp ten days, 
and there is now a certainty that the end of the season on the Dee and Don will 
finish witha flourish. On the Norton water Mr. W. Lamond, on Monday, the 18th, 
had two of 163 and 9}lb. ; General Macintyre, V.C., Ballogie, one of 25lb.; and J. 
Mortimer, keeper, one of 6}1b. ; while J. Harper had one of 191b. on the Desswood 
water ; and Andrew McDougall one of 161b. on the Borrowstone water. On Tuesday, 
Mr. W. E. Nicol, Ballogie, had two of 7 and 10lb.; General Macintyre, 
V.C., one of 17lb.; and J. Mortimer, keeper, one of 23lb.; while on the 
Desswood water Lieutenant Davidson had three of 27, 17, and 174lb.; and on the 
Norton water J. Nicoll, keeper, two of 6} and 7lb.; while Wm. Blacklaws had one 
of 211b, on the same water, and Andrew McDougall one of 221b. on the Borrowstone 
water. On Thursday Mr, Wm. Lamond, Norton, had one of 22lb.; Nicoll, keeper, 
one of 271b.; while General Macintyre, V.C., Kincardine Lodge, had one of 8lb. on 
the Ballogie water; and J. Scott, keeper, one of 18lb. on the Carlogie water. 
On Friday, the 22nd inst., Mr. Lamond had two of 324 and 13lb.; on 
the Norton water Mr. Nicol, Ballogic, one of 15lb., and Colonel Keen two 
of 15 and 15lb. on the same water; while Mr. J. C. Wordie had two on the 
Borrowstone water of 22} and 22lb,; and A, McDougall, keeper, one of 16lb. ; while 
Lieutenant D. F. Davidson had one of 171b. OnSaturday last, Mr. Lamond had four 
fish of 214, 193, 13}, and 631b. on the Norton water ; Mr. Nicol three of 22, 16, and 
16lb. on the Ballogie water; Mr. Albert Farquhar, one of 18lb. on the Carlogie 
water ; and Andrew McDougall, two of 18 and 15lb. on the Borrowstone water ; 
and Mr. Wm. Blacklaws, one of 28lb, on the Carlogie water. On the Commonty 
some ten fish were killed during the week.— WM. BLACKLAWS. 

DEVERON.—Latterly, since the rain set in, some very fine sport with salmon was 
got on several of the beats, resulting in the capture among others of a few very 
fine fresh-run heavy salmon. The season closes to-day (Saturday), 

Don.—During the past ten days sport on the lower portion of the Don has been 
very good. On Mr. McDonald’s water (the Upper Parkhill reaches), Geo. Rooper, » 
Esq., and friends have been having first-rate sport, the lion’s share falling to Mr. 
Rooper, who has landed some very fine fish of from 181b. to 24lb. weight. It is to be 
regretted that the fresh did not come sooner, as Saturday finishes us. From Grand- 
holm to Kintore good sport, on the whole, has been obtained during the past week. 
That next autumn may prove as successful as the back-end of this is the wish of— 
A WATER Rat. 

TWEED AND TryroT.—As we anticipated, the recent succession of floods in the 
rivers has had the much-desired effect of filling the middle and upper reaches with 
shoals of fish, and during the past few days excellent sport has been enjoyed on 
various casts. On Thursday, last week, the waters had fined down considerably, 
and a few anglers, anxious to get to work, tried their luck, but with indifferent 
success, only two fish being obtained. very day since then, however, heavy takes 
have been got ; Monday, of the present week, being quite a red-letter day in the 
annals of the gentleart. The following are the takes since our last report :— 
October 20, Mr. J. R, Hay-Gordon, Liverpool, on the Carham water, had two fish, 
8 and 7lb. October 21, on the Carham water, Mr, Hay-Gordon got eight fish— 
8,15, 15, 16, 19, 19, 22, and 22lb.; and on the same water, Mr, A. T. Parker, Liver- 
pool, had three—15, 17, and 24lb. On the Ednam House upper water, Captain 
Middleton had one of 201b.; and on the lower water Gen, Sir Samuel Browne had 
one, On the Sprouston water, Gen. Thynne killed three, and Miss Trotter, Charter- 
hall, one of 201b. On the Hendersyde water, Sir Geo. Waldie Griffiths had two fish, 
Capt. Bridges three, and Mr. Thorburn, Nenthorne House, one of 221b. On the 
Teviot, Dr. McKensie, Kelso, had one; Mr, A. Elliot, Coverton, one; Mr. J. O. 
Wilson, two, 15 and 191b.; Mr. Plummer, two; and Mr. John Rodgers, Kelso, one. 
Oct, 22, on the Carham water, Mr.. Hay-Gordon killed three—16, 21, and 34Jb., 
and on the same water Mr. Parker had one of 18lb. On the Sprouston water, Mr. 
Warrender, Edinburgh, got one fish ; General Thynne, two ; and Colonel Trotter, one. 
Ou the Hendersyde water, Capt. Bridges got three—19, 18, and 20lb.; and. Mr. 
Thorburn two—15 and 18lb. On the Ednam House lower water, Capt. Middleton 
got one of 91b. On the Teviot, Mr. G. Allan had one of 171b.; Major Paton, one ; 
Mr. R. Turnbull, Cemetery, Kelso, two ; and Mr. A. Hope, Kelso, one of 20lb. 
Oct. 23, Mr. Hay-Gordon, on the Carham water, had again first-rate sport, killing 
seven salmon—8, 14, 17, 18, 20, 23, and 26lb.; while Mr. Parker had four—14, 15, 16, 
and 18lb. Onthe Ednam House water, Capt. Middleton got eight—6, 10, 16, 17, 
18, 20, 22, and 22lb. On the Mertoun water, Lord Brougham had seven 
fish, On the MHendersyde water, Sir Geo. Waldie Griffith killed two— 
16} and 173lb. ; Capt. Griffith, six—average 18lb.; while Mr. Thorburn had one of 
15lb. Oct. 25.—This was an excellent day for fishing, and on all the casts good 
sport was got, Mr, Hay Gordon again having a red-letter day of it on the Carham 
water, killing thirteen salmon, weighing-—6, 8, 14, 15, 15, 17, 20, 22, 22, 22, 24, 24, 
and 26lb. On the Hendersyde water, Capt. Griffith had two salmon and three grilse ; 
Sir George Waldie Griffith had five salmon and three grilse ; and Mr, Thorburn, two, 
On the Sprouston water, Col. Seymour Cochran killed sixteen—7, 7, 8, 12, 15, 16, 17, 
17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 23, 25, and 301b,; on the same water, Mr. W. Wright, one of 
21lb. On the Ednam House lower water, Mr. Drummond had four fish, and Mr.C. J. 
Cunningham two, while Mr. John Johnston, Bridge-street, Kelso, hadone, On the 
Teviot, Mr, Knight, Jedburgh, had two —15 and 171b ; Dr. Mackenzie, four—18, 17, 
7, and 8lb.; Mr. Turnbull, Cemetery, three; Mr. T. Hume, china merchant, two; 
Mr. Robert Robertson, one ; and Mr, A. Elliot, Caverton, two—1l6} and 193lb. On 
the Floors water thirty-one fish were killed, the party being Sir William 
Hart Dyke, Mr. John Daly, Mr. C. G. Barrington, Hon, E, Marjoribanks, 
M.P., and Lord Hardwick ; and yesterday the Duke of Roxburghe had eleven. On 
the Rutherford water Mr. Kingdon had eleven fish—7}, 8, 19, 17, 16, 18, 182, 6, 22, 
20, and 7lb.; while Mr. A. O. Burton had also eleven fish—15, 7, 24, 19, 15, 15, 15, 
18, 20, 3, and 331b., making a total of twenty-two fish for the two rods, On the 
Makerstoun water Mr, Cockburn had three salmon. On the Mertoun water Mr, E. 
R. Bourke had eleven. Oct. 26, on the Carham water, Mr. Hay-Gordon had eight 
—6, 17,18, 18, 18, 18, 22, and 25lb., and Mr. Price seven—5, 12, 20, 16, 16, 21, and 271b. 
On the Ednam House upper water Mr. Perkins had eight, the heaviest of which was 
33lb.; and on the lower water Mr. GC, J. Cunningham had one. On the Sprouston 
water Colonel Cochran killed one fish. On the Rutherford water, Mr. A. O. Burton 
had seven—24, 20, 20, 20, 20, 18, and 101b. ; Mr. A. Kingdon had six, the heaviest 271b, 
On the Birgham water, Mr. Denison had ten salmon and two grilse, Lewyies 23lb, 
On the Wark water, Mr. Douglas had seven salmon—15, 17, 18, 18, 19, 19, and 26lb., 
and two grilse. On the Floors upper water eleven were killed, and on the lower 
water four. On Sprouston Dub, Col. Trotter and Col. Thynne had five fish for the 
two rods. On the Makerstoun water, Mr. Cockburn got ten salmon, On the Hender- 
syde water a few fish were also killed. Annexed are the reports from other parts of 
the river :—Coldstream District,—On Thursday, although the Tweed had fined down 
considerably, the water was still over a foot too large for sport ; but in shallow spots 


256 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Oct. 30, 1886. 


Sl 


about Birgham some fish have been landed during the week, Lord Wimbourne having 
had four salmon upon the Birgham water. Lowet down the takes have been small, 
and only one salmon was killed on Thursday on the Wellington cast at Tweed Mill. 
Fishing on Learmonth cast on Friday, Mr. Busfield had two fine salmon ; 
on the Cornhill water, Col. Biden had one salmon weighing 20lb., 
and one of 20lb. was also caught on thé Leés on Friday. Mr. Scott had 
two on Lennel water, and the Hon. Mr. Manners and Mr. Douglas, 
fishing the Wark cast, had six and three respectively. St. Boswell’s 
District,—On Monday, in the Craig Pool and the bridge stream, the Hon. the Master 
of Polwarth killed five fish—13, 17, 15, 15,and8lb. On the Collarhavgh and Willow- 
bush, Sir James Brunlees landed six salmon. Yesterday, on the Willowbush, the 
Hon. Henry Scott killed seven very fine salmon, which averaged close upon 20lb., 
the various weights being 35, 20, 17,17, 15, 15;and 14Ib. On the bridge stream two 
gentlemen had four fish, including one of 211b, The Blackadder.—The angling for 
the season on this stream is now over. By the regulation made several years ago by 
the riparian proprietor, the water will be closed for angling till the Ist of April. 
The season has been all in all a very favourable one, and good sport has been 
obtained, several baskets of from 16 to 17lb. of trout having been got. The trout 
of the rivers have greatly benefited by the adoption of the close time, being far more 
numerous, and also of better quality. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE,—F or sport, the Esk and the Annan bear the palm, The close of 
the salmon season is like the close of a modern play, the action generally increasing 
in energy and excitement as it progresses, and finishing with a brilliant coup. It 
would be a tremendous undertaking to recérd one half the catches of fish that had 
taken place during the past week in the rivers within a radius of, say, twenty miles 
of Dumfries, and it would be much more than the columns of the GAZETTE could 
bear. In the Nith, Cairn, Cluden, and smaller streams anglers have been out daily, 
and have reapeda satisfactory reward. In mid and upper Annan there has been no lack 
of sport. It was a common thing to see a dozen plumping salmon shining in the 
pools, a sight enough to raise the spirits of the most glum and gloomy fisher 
that ever threw a fly. Last Friday Mr. Jackson, Dumfries, killed with the rod 
a fish scaling 32lb., which is, perhaps, one of the heaviest the river has this 
season given up to the angler, unless we except the monster landed by Mr. 
Brook, of Hoddon, said to weigh nearly 401b. The latter, by the way, I cannot 
vouch for; still, it is a likely catch, both water and angler being capable of 
great things. Messrs. D. Bell-Irving, W. Wightman, Lockerbie, Quinney, Elsie- 
shields, and Mr. Bray, Lochmaben, have had excellent catches. Mr. Bray is reported 
to have had a most tantalising experience. After hooking a tolerably big salmon, 
which he was bringing down to the bank, the fish gave a sudden plunge, snapped 
the rod, and made off. This was most exasperating after over half an hour’s play ; 
but during the present season Mr. Bray’s experience has beena common one. Tackle 
nowadays does not seem to equal in strength the tackle wielded by our 
fathers, unless we make it ourselves or spend fabulous sums. The Rev. 
Mr. Donaldson, the genial minister of MKirkconnel, had an unsuccessful 
tussle with a big salmon last Thursday. He was fishing in the Craighole 
Pool, near Closeburn (the Nith), when he hooked the monster, and after a long 
struggle, got it hors de combat. Bringing it into 2ft. of water and resting upon the 
gravel where it could have been quite easily “cleickit,” he tried to approach it, but 
each time the attempt was made it rolled away. Atlast it made a final effort, giving 
a lurch towards the edge of the pool. The current turned it over and carried it away 
like a shot. The minister, stung with the prospect of defeat, dashed through the 
foaming current, but the strain of fish and current was too much for the line, which 
broke at last, and the angler bore his defeat nobly.—B. 

YruHan.—At Newburgh this year the rod-fishing has,on the whole, been poor, 
Trout were very plentiful; but the low waters of summer and autumn completely 
did up for the sport. Both the sea-trout and the finnocks were down—the former 
particularly so; and as the wind was so often easterly, blowing right up the estuary, 
there was seldom a really good day ; and add to this that there was for months no 
rain to freshen up the river and make the fish take, no wonder the season, which 
closes to-day, has been disappointing. In the brackish water of Newburgh two or 
three of the kept-back salmon and grilse were captured by the rod; but in water of 
this kind the capture of fish is nothing unusual. The farther-up fisheries did poorly, 
owing to the rain being so long in coming—not over one fish in October for 10 last 
year in the same month being got. 








FISHING MATCH IN THE REGENT’S CANAL. 
[A correspondent asks us to insert the following. } 


An interesting competition took place on the Regent's Canal on the morning of the 
24th inst., promoted by Mr. Geo. Edwards, of the Duke of Clarence, North-street, 
Marylebone, which was one of a series that has occurred this season, the prize in 
this instance being a valuable marble timepiece. Within a few minutes of 8 p.m, 
nearly all of the competitors (40) had commenced serious work, and but for a rather 
too rough easterly wind the sport was fairly exciting. After a run of single fish to 
a few of the number, the holders of the 14th and 26th swims landed their second fish, 
Toward the finish it was fairly anybody’s clock, as both of the above had increased 
their catches to three, and when the signal for lines out at 12°45 was sounded, No. 14, 
Mr. Henry Thompson, of Little North-street, was declared the winner by ljoz. A 
further match of greater importance is shortly to be announced, to be fished a little 
way out in preserved waters, for three valuable prizes, the particulars of which will 
be given to anyone interested by Mr. Edwards, at the Duke of Clarence, where tickets 
may be obtained and the prizes viewed. A great feature in these matches is the 
strict observance of quiet and peaceable sport, 





THE CHURCH AND THE SABBATH.—A good many gentle anglers had doubtless 
noted with quiet satisfaction the opinion expressed by the Dean of Manchester fora 
more rational and enjoyable observance of the Sabbath Day. Dr. Oakeley had gone 
on Sundays with young people into the hop-gardens of Kent, and had recommended 
the parsons of parishes to follow his example as far as circumstances permitted. 
The Sabbath was made for man! Let this never be forgotten. ‘The ascetic obser- 
vance of Sunday in most provincial towns had prevented many an angler from 
throwing a fly or adjusting a float, even after the Morning Service. It will indeed 
be a blessed hopeful day when it shall be noted in the FISHING GAZETTE that certain 
clergymen had intimated their desire to accompany, say, the members of an angling 
club (for the ‘‘ Cloth” itself numbers many clever fishers for best fish) for a day in 
the valley on certain Sundays—not to pray or preach, because Nature teaches 
many sermons to those who are loving observers, and she is, moreover, 
instinct with music and beauty on every hand. The masses of the 
English people among the toilers and moilers had been too long unrecognised 
in a friendly way by the Church of England parsons, and if the Church 
is to remain as an “establishment,” she cannot too soon follow the Dean of Man- 
chester’s advice.—RUSTIC, 


InIsH WHISKY iscompeting more strongly than ever with Scotch for public favour ; 
one hears it called for at clubs far more frequently than it was formerly. The 
Bushmills Old Distillery Company, of Belfast, took the first prize medal at Cork in 
1883 for their whisky, and has recently been awarded a gold medal at the Liverpool, 
1886, Exhibition,—anyone who knows anything of the Liverpudlians knows that 
they are as good judges of whisky ascan be found; in fact, there is more business 
done over a glass of whisky in Liverpool than in any other city this side the Atlantic. 
The Company send us two sample bottles of their pure Old Malt Whisky. We find 
it a most pleasant whisky of a smiling amber colour, fine aroma, and of decided, 
though delicate, and very attractive flavour, We think there can be no doubt that 
the “ Bushmills” Irish Whisky will be appreciated by all who try it. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





M. R.C.S.—We have sent your letter on to Mr. H. C.-P. 


Worm-FISHERMAN.—Messrs. Bowness, of the Strand, London, supply what you 
want, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


BUBBLES AS FISH INDICATORS. 


Srr,—A controversy has recently taken place on this interesting subject in the 
Fisuina GAzetrn. The observations of a lifelong fisherman may, therefore, be 
apposite, and I will vouch for their substantial accuracy. 

When in my teens I lived inapleasant village in Bedfordshire, where I had access to 
aset of three or four ponds in a gentleman's park. These ponds were well stocked with 
tench, carp, roach, perch, and gudgeon. They were generally somewhat discoloured 
through the herds of oxen which frequented them. I had not fished long thereim 
before my attention was called in a marked way to the rising of bubbles in various. 
parts of the water, and in a special manner to those about my float. I soon began: 
to take mental stock thereof, and I found, from continuous observation, that certain 
results so frequently followed from certain conditions, that I at length began to 
read with tolerable success the lesson the bubbles taught. I do not say that my 
conclusions were always correct ; but so far as the above five fish were concerned, 
they were tolerably right. Further experience in more mature years has fully con- 
firmed the opinions then formed. 

When tench were round about the line, I noticed a quantity of small bubbles as 
described by one correspondent. They would rise in clusters, the individual bubbles 
being almost invariably diminutive. 

The bubbles which carp made were generally not so numerous as those of tench,, 
but a little larger and more intermittent, 

Roach bubbles were fewer in number than either tench or carp, but larger ir 
size—I may say up to medium, but variable. 

Perch generally gave out one tolerably large bubble, with a few smaller ones. 
Gudgeon bubbles were small, but nearly always confined to a restricted area ; and 
whilst tench and carp bubbles were generally intermittent, these were almost 
invariably continuous. 

The recurrence of bubbles after the throwing in of ground-bait enabled me to tell 
when fish were present, and the nature of the bubbles determined the kinds. 

It was a common custom for me to make the circuit of the ponds, and to throw im 
the bait lightly among the rising bubbles. In doing this, I selected localities marked 
by evidences of the larger,and consequently more popular, fish—viz., carp and tench ; 
and I was so frequently rewarded according to my expectations, that I have not the: 
least doubt as to the correctness of the signs which guided me. - 

In the case of gudgeon, 1 have taken my stand on a single foot of ground and 
caught 60 or 100 in an hour or so without moying from the place, guided solely by 
the bubbles, whilst three or four yards away six fish would not ordinarily have been 
taken in the same time. I had the idea that these shapely little fish were attracted 
by the cow-droppings. 

If I took a friend with me he often had indifferent sport until I explained the 
bubble theory. It invariably happened that with a little coaching marked improye- 
ment followed. 

During the course of a day’s fishing I often caught more fish than I could com- 
fortably carry home, and my father would send a younger brother in the evening to 
help carry the spoils, whilst I largely attributed my exceptional success to the 
silent messengers from below. 

If memory serves aright, the recent correspondence has been mainly about tench 
bubbles. The following additional fact may, therefore, further illustrate the sub-: 
ject. Since coming here I have stocked a formerly fishless pond with tench, As. 
the water was some distance from home, I did not visit it for about two years after 
the fish were placed therein. I then went over with a friend to note results, Having 
arrived at the waterside, we selected the most likely swim, and I threw in some of. 
my favourite ground-bait for this fish—namely, sweetened dough. As soon as the 
dough reached the bottom the bubbles began to rise, and I told my companion 
whilst putting the rods together, that I was sure the fish were present. This 
prediction was speedily verified by the capture of several fish of 11b. and under, 

Bubbles arise from a variety of causes apart from the presence of fish. The chief 
of these are sudden changes in temperature, the motions of aquatic insects, the: 
growth and decay of water plants, and decomposing animal matter. The intelligent 
observer will soon be able to tell the purely gaseous from the piscatory bubbles. 

I have not time to write further to-day, nor toenlarge upon the bubbling of other 
fish which has been observed under less favourable circumstances. Local conditions. 
will vary the results a little ; but in the main for discoloured ponds the above jot- 
tings will, I have no doubt, prove tolerably correct. 

With respect to ‘‘tench-fishing in still waters,’ I may, in conclusion, observe: 
that, so far as my experience goes, it is more uncertain than most kinds of fishing, 
which is saying a great deal. Tench only feed well in the warm months—June, 
July, and August. They should generally be fished for at the bottom, and I have. 
found sweetened dough superior to rose-red worms. In some ponds close to the 
Stour near Sandwich I caught, years ago, some good baskets of tench with this bait, 
and tench of 3lb. to 5lb. were occasionally caught in trammel-nets in the marshes 
between that place and Deal. 

If I were going tench-fishing I should not sit down and wait for the bubbles ; but, 
look out the most likely places, throw in my ground-bait, and expect to see them 
arise, then fish the place where the ebullitions were the most numerous.—I am, &c., 

Manor Fishery, Caistor. THomMAS Forp. 


[Ground-bait will cause bubbles for hours after it is thrown in, especially if 
boiled potato has been used. The fish Mr. Ford refers to must have been a very 
windy lot.—ED. | 





Srr,—I see your correspondent, “R, A.,” in his defence of his friend Dr. Downes, 
says he has not seen a single bubble rise in the Bridgewater Canal all the autumn. 
Under such circumstances, it appears to me that an angler following the Doctor’s 
advice in his desire to make a good bag would scarcely repeat the experiment.— 
Tam, &c., 


Sidcup. JOB TROTTER, 





TENCH-FISHING. 


Srr,—It appears to me that your correspondent, Dr. Downes, put aside a good 
article and brought before the notice of the public a method of angling for tench 
that not one angler in a hundred could, or would, adopt—a method that even Dr. 
Downes’ friend, “R. A.,’ admits could not have been attempted all the autumn, 
even in the Bridgewater Canal, because, as he says, not a single bubble was seen to 
rise. This scarcity of “ bubbles” is precisely what my friend “ M. A.” has noticed 
and pointed out from the first as being a serious drawback, more especially to 
anglers with little time to spare. 

Being one of the two individuals to whom “ M, A.” refers in his letter of Oct. 2, 
re the non-biting of tench, I verify his statement, and am equally sure that he 
would never purposely insult or injure anyone, 

I myself thought it singular that those large tench should never have been seen 
or heard of until the “ general officer’ appeared on the scene ; but that matter has 
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been satisfactorily cleared up. I caunot say the same of the “bubbles.” Dr. 
Downes states that they rise in “complete circles”; “R. A.” observes them in 
“lines ”—‘ dozens of lines from a dozen fish.” 

I fancy the healing qualities of “Dr.” Tench’s slime, horsehair generated eels, 
and the sub-aqueous hybernation of the swallow tribe are all “burst bubbles.” 
Small tench used to be good tough, lasting, dead-gorge bait for jack on the Isis and 
Cherwell,—I am, X&c., 

WILLIAM T, G. LEAPINGWELL, M.R.C.S, England, 
[ We must now close this bubble trouble.—Ep. | 





IZAAK WALTON AND WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL, 


Srr,—Since my letter to you last week on the portraits of Izaak Walton I have 
discovered, amongst my Waltonian treasures, a portrait more correctly engraved 
than any I mentioned then. It is by A. W. Warren from a drawing of the original 
picture in the possession of Dr. Hawes, made by G. Clint, A.R.A. 

This original picture, I might mention, was bequeathed by Dr. Hawes to the 
National Gallery, and is now better known as the Huysman portrait. The above 
engraving is an india-proof on paper small folio size, and was published on 
January Ist, 1824, by W. Walker, 5, Gray’s-inn-square.—I am, &c., 

H. T, JENKINS. 


MR.-TOD'S PRIZE ESSAY ON FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 


S1r,—Mr. Cadman’s courteous letter demands an equally courteous reply. Mr. 
Cadman has a perfect right to criticise my essay ; and as to the “coot” of the rod, 
I only express my opinion—which is, that the peculiarly quick, decided swish which, 
let me say, at least the best Yweed fishermen J have ever met—border fishermen 
generally—usually make when casting the fly (particularly against a puff of wind) 
cannot be imitated by any tyro. Swordsmen who haye practised the horizontal cut 
to divide a bar of lead well know that peculiar sound which comes from start to 
finish, and informs the professor that his pupil has learned to drive his blade 
through the air without allowing it to turn in the least degree flat, as otherwise 
the most gigantic efforts will simply “nick” the lead, and possibly break the 
blade ; the sword whistles when true only. 

Well, Sir, I have never possessed a cane rod ; but I believe that in the same 
hands a cane-built rod would “whistle while at work”—no bad sign of the “ work- 
man,” in other spheres. 

For all this, I am free to admit that other men may fish very well who do not 
use the rod so freely as to make this swish. 

Of late years, when I go a-fishing, after eleven months’ “ leave of absence ’—some- 
times twenty-two—I find that my wrist and forearm are wont, at first, to get tired 
and feel feeble ; and then I fear I do not make the “coot-coot,” because I lack 
the vigour to do so; but as Igo on practising—“ like music over the waters is thy 
sweet voice to me”—the old swish, with hardened muscle, returns, and long may 
it be ere I alter this for the feeble cast which is only effective when the wind 
blows the fisherman’s fly into the trout’s mouth, but useless against wind. 

Mr. Cadman further indicates that I have not spoken of lifting the point at the 
end of each cast ; but I really must be allowed to take exception to one remark 
following, that “only the fly cast, as a rule, touches the water.” If this be SO, a 
very short line is being used. Who could send a long line into the teeth of the 
wind, and keep all the reel-line out of water? Does Mr, Cadman seriously main- 
tain that the reel-line frightens fish if a long gut-cast be used, and the “ man at 
the wheel” knows his work? This sounds, to my thinking, too much like theory, 
for in practice I never saw its baneful effects in wet fly-fishing. 

Mr, Cadman points out to me that the distance between the flies should be two 
feet. I think Mr. Cadman fished the Tweed some two years ago, and wrote a paper 
to the “ F. G.,” growling over his “ want of luck.” Now, Sir, even twenty or twenty- 
five years ago my old preceptor, Mark Aitken, who was facile princeps, used only 
two flies, six feet apart, when fishing the Tweed or the Teviot, and when the season 
was far advanced he used only the tail fly if fish were shy. I remember he once 
paid a visit to the upper reaches of the Tweed below Peebles and got some splendid 
baskets, to the astonishment of local anglers ; and on his return he said one day to 
me: ‘Sir, they are one hundred years ahint [i.e., behind] up yonder. ae LNG 
fishers have six to eight flees on, and told me that a shoor [shower] o’ flecs was the 
thing.” 

Now, Mr. Cadman may please himself ; but in proportion as trout are hard fished, 
I believe in increasing the distance between the flies, and J can always manage to 
land fish with a casting-line two or three feet longer than my rod. Mark Aitken 
was “experienced” enough in all conscience, and his casting-line was frequently 
much longer than the rod. 

I have given Mr, Hall's sneck-bends a good trial; but I much prefer the round- 
bend hook. 

As to Mr, Cadman’s disappointment, I can assure him that I have tried horsehair 
for fly casts. My old preceptor, twenty-five years ago, used horsehair, and he found 
that he could raise and hook the Tweed trout when they would not look at flies on 
gut ; but drawn gut was not then invented, and he gave it up, for, as he said, ina 
large body of water like the Tweed, he was obliged to run the trout a long time, 
and very frequently got smashed up by the biggest fish after all. Nowadays, surely 
gossamer gut leaves little to be desired, 

Then, Sir, your correspondent, Mr. Dickin, mentions that “Mr. Tod remains 
faithful to the old wicker-basket until now.” Did I not mention purposely that 1 
was strongly tempted to get a Carlisle wooden creel when next I visited that city, 
as they kept the trout so beautifully fresh? This omission once pointed out, I turn 
with unfeigned pleasure to notice a must valuable and practical suggestion which 
follows in Mr. Dickin’s letter. Some enterprising firm should take out a patent for 
it without delay, and they will never regret it, 

I should suggest that the colour be a dull grey or light brown, inside white, and 
the form of the old French-made wicker creels closely adhered to. This once carried 
out to perfection, the wickerwork creels will become “curios” as the years roll on, 
Iam delighted that my mention of the creels sold by Mrs. Routledge, of Carlisle— 
the widow of poor old “ Dicky,” king of Cumberland fishermen—should have been 
even the indirect means of stimulating Mr, Dickin to give us a suggestion so excel- 
lent as papier-mdaché creels. May it have all success! ‘There should be nothing to 
prevent the makers imitating the very wickerwork itself, as well as their best shapes, 
—I an, &c., mL E. M. Top. 


[We are glad to hear from Mr. Dickin that his papier-mdché creel is in process of 
manufacture.— ED, | 





pie. 1 ee Se ee eee 
S1R}—Mr, Tod has evidently mistaken the purport of my letter. Whoever said or 
insinuated that his old tutor, “‘ Mark Aitken, had invented a lie?” On the contrary, 
I believed the story, and enjoyed it, I merely wished to show that, in my opinion, 
founded upon a similar experience, that Mr. Tod and his old tutor, Mark Aitken, 
had drawn a wrong conclusion, If I had wished to “throw discredit upon one 
statement,” I should have asked how it was Mr. Tod was able to recognise the 
“self-same seeds ” when he “ did not remember the tree ” ?—I am, &c., J. ALLIN, 


[We fail to see the force of Mr. Allin’s argument. We are most of us familiar 
with rapeseed, hempseed, mustard seed, &c,, but how many of us could at once 
identify the plants from which they come ?—Ep. ] 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


Str,—I am sorry to say I cannot agree with you in your praise of Reuben Heaton’s 
“strike from the winch reel,” I got one soon after { saw them advertised, and a 
more unmitigated nuisance I never came across, I used to regulate the screw 


exactly to the correct “ pull,” and after a few casts the reel would spin round likea 
Nottingham reel. It was not even consistent in this amazing conduct, as, when 
the line was all on, it ran much more stiffly than when twelve or fifteen yards 
were off. The maker added the screw with milled head, which you mention, and 
the evil is thus more easily remedied, but it still exists. 

Tam glad to see that Messrs, Warner and Sons have shown their usual good 
sense by falling in with your excellent suggestion as to numbering hooks, The 
plea of most of the other manufacturers is absurd; a circular to their customers 
notifying the change and showing the different sizes for the new numbers would 
meet all objections, and the cost of this would not be breaking, I have tried 
different kinds of eyed-hooks, and I must say that Mr. Pennell’s appear to me out- 
and-out the best as far as shape, bend, and turn of eye are concerned. The only 
thing required to make them very near perfection is (1) to make the barb much 
smaller, and (2) to make the distance from point to barb shorter. This latter 
would follow as a natural consequence from the first improvement, as, the barb 
being lower, it would not require so long a slope in order to obtain the necessary 
penetrating power; there would then be more room between the barb and the 
bend, which would, I think, be another advantage, Warner's hooks are trustworthy 
and strong, but, though the eyes are beautifully made, I think Mr, Pennell’s arein 
a better position ; besides this, Warner’s hooks have the points turned out in a most 
unmechanical fashion. 

I am happy to be able to confirm Mr. Tod’s assertion as to the omnivorous 
character of trout, in spite of the doubts of his “ Captious Critic.” When living in 
a different county I had a very small shallow pond close to the house. This pond 
was well stocked with small tront (about 2o0z. to 30z. in weight), and in the summer 
evenings, and sometimes at midday, I used to feed them With bread, on which 
they fed readily, the only exception being that if once a piece of bread reached 
the bottom it remained there; they never took it except on the surface, or while 
sinking. 

I notice that you give an account of a threatened thunderstorm on fish. I can 
quite understand this; but, until a few years ago, I always imagined that it was 
useless to attempt fishing during a thunderstorm. However, about four years ago, 
I found the trout in a small reservoir (usually very sulky) rise madly during a 
thunderstorm right overhead.—I am, &c., GREEN WREN. 


[We only speak of Mr. Heaton’s winchas we find it ; this is the first time we ever 
heard a word against it. A friend who fishes all the season said to us the other day, 
“T am very pleased with Heaton’s trout reel,” and he certainly added that it required 
rather frequent adjusting, from which weimagined that perhaps once a fortnight or so 
it required a minute's attention.—Bp. j 





CURING SALMON AND TROUT, AND ABOUT THE LOUGH MELVIN 
BLACK LAKE TROUT, 


S1r,—The cutting sent you by your correspondent, Mr. George H. Logan, Oct. 16, 
was a portion of an article written and signed by me in answer {o your correspond- 
ent, J. H. Wimbush, Leigh House, Hampstead Heath, which appeared in the 
FISHING GAZETTH, July 11, 1885, and noticed in the index of the volume ending 
that year. I have twice brought away salmon, lake trout, and gillaroo ditto, cured 
at Garrison by the Scott family, and very nice to eat they proved to be. 

Respecting the lake trout in Lough Melvin, they are as distinct a species as can 
be—the locals call them black lough trout; they are indeed very black skinned, 
particularly about the head, the latter being very large, and the jaws full of pike- 
like teeth. As there are no pike in Lough Melvin, these fish are just as ferocious. 
They are marked with a few dusky spots, and there is no mistake about their 
strength when you have hold of a good one. I have caught many, but my largest 
is only 12lb,, and is, with other specimen fish of my taking, in the Buckland 
Museum, South Kensington Museum, adjoining the Exhibition grounds. The jaws 
of this twelve-pounder on examination will explain what I have written. The 
smaller of this species go under the name of Sunnaghan (so pronounced) and are 
not worth eating ; the larger ones cut very red, and are best kippered. The largest 
I have seen caught was 20lb., but no doubt there are larger. They feed mostly on 
the charr and one-year-old salmon, which abound in the lough. Spinning with a 
Thames dace and larger gut flights than used for Thames trout is best ; a small 
trout is useful, or an artificial dace. There are very large Salmo fario up to 10lb., 
and also Loch Erne trout, transported from thence some years since, These are 
more like a salmon in shape, although spotted as a trout, and no more like the ugly 
black lotgh than a pretty rose-cheeked girl is toa nigger. Ihave seen great lake 
trout from Lough Erne ; they resemble more the Scotch Salmo ferow, and, I believe, 
a distinct species from the Salmo fario—I am, &c., T.R. Sacus, 





FISHING ON THE OUSE WANTED, 


S1r,—Will anyone be good enough to inform me through the columns of your 
invaluable paper, or privately to my address, where I can obtain an occasional day’s 
pike-fishing on the Ouse during the coming season? Any particulars would be very 
acceptable and much appreciated.—I am, &c., 


238, Belsize-road, Kilburn, N.W., Oct. 27. JOHN T,. BOWEN, 





A DROPSICAL (?) TROUT. 


Srr,—If you think it of sufficient importance to notice, I may state that while 
fishing in the Test in September, a very curious phenomenon of a trout sailed 
slowly under my eyes in that very clear water, which I have tried roughly to 
sketch, and which I may thus describe: It was a lanky, very black fish, out of all 
condition, with a deformed snout, and a large swelling in its middle that protruded 
out from its sides and under its belly like a large bag. It was about 14in. long, and 
was evidently blind, for it was not the least alarmed by my very close proximity. 
I never saw such an ugly beast in the shape of a trout before,and a trout I am sure 
it was. Are trout ever afflicted with dropsy, or what was this fungoid-like growth? 
—I am, &c., CoTswoLp Isys. 


[We have no doubt the fish was distended by the presence of one of those 
parasites which so often infest fish. The common stickleback often has a blown- 
out appearance from this cause, The malformation of the jaw is doubtless caused 
soon after birth, or may be congenital in some cases,—ED, | 





ANGLING NEAR BAYSWATER. 


Str,—Will you kindly inform me, through the medium of your paper, in what 
parts of Shepherd’s Bush or Bayswater are the fisheries known as the Willow Vale 
Fishery, Star Fishery, and the Victoria Fishery, if they are open every day of the 
week, and what is the charge for a day’s fishing there ?—I am, &c., 

Oct. 23. PISCATOR, 

[We have heard old anglers, including the late Greville Fennell, speak of the 
good fishing that was formerly to be had in the places named by our correspondent; 
bat, unless we are very greatly mistaken, the ground once occupied by these 
fisheries is now covered with bricks and mortar, The fisheries are mentioned in 
many old guides to angling near London,—Ep., } 





THE NUMBERING OF HOOKS. 


S1r,—Asa meansof bringing about in due time uniformity in the numbering of hooks, 
let me suggest that manufacturers place, in small ana distinctive type, at the side of 
present numbers arranged in column, other numbers ranging upwards. Such an 
arrangement, with a request that both numbers should be quoted in orders given, 
might help to prepare the way for the desired change,—I am, &c., 


He 
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THE SALMO FEROX, &c. 


Srr,—Allow me to say, in answer to “ Lux,’ whose remarks on the photograph 
pleased me much, that red spots, apart from number or arrangement, are not so 
distinctive of the favio as he thinks. They are found on all smolts, also on big 
pull-trout on the lateral line, but not so well defined and numerousas in the fario, and 
they are probably concealed by the scales in the salar and trutta. Such spotsas are 
on the eviox I saw in the ferozx. My close and constant observation of the fwrio for 
more than 30 years, and of the migratory Sa/monide for the last 12 years, lead me to 
a different conclusion from that arrived at by such eminent authorities in the last 
copy of the “ F. G,” 


I have kept an angling diary for the last 20 years, recording the capture of an 
average of 750 fish yearly on lake and river, and in that large number of trout, in 
addition to a similar number caught yearly in the 10 previous years, I have seen no 
instance of extraordinary development, and only two of malformation—in a hare-lip 
like that shown in a past copy of the “F.G.” I have, however, in a few instances, 
caught trout in pools in tributaries with a scanty flow of water, high up on the wild 
moors near the head of Tees, like those caught and described by the Editor in his 
courteous note to my first letter on this subject, ‘ F. G.,” Feb. 13th. If their teeth 
were really larger, and not apparently so, that development was caused by the long- 
ing for something to eat, and not by a superabundance of fishy diet, as it was 
decidedly a case of supporting life on a starvation bill of fare. (See “ W. M.’s” 
remark on this point in his able description of a kelt in the holiday number for this 

ear. 

Let us see whether the opinion expressed in the last copy of the “ F. G.” is borne 
out by facts—viz., ‘‘that trout which feed much on other fish develop the strong 
jaws and big heads characteristic of the ferov.” Have, then, trout in streams where 
minnows and loaches, one or both, abound larger heads than in streams where these 
small fish are wanting? The very reverse is the fact. Deep-bodied trout, with 
heads small in comparison, are invariably caught in waters well supplied with 
minnows, &c. Some of the very finest-shaped river-trout I have ever seen have been 
caught in Till by minnow, where minnows are plentiful, Highland loch-trout are 
far in advance of river-trout in shape, colour of flesh, and flavour, and though 
minnows are absent, the stickleback is there. On a visit to Loch Movar, an angler 
well acquainted with the loch, in answer to a statement of mine that there were no 
minnows in the loch, said that he had often taken trout there gorged with minnow. 
This was a facer, and so the next trout caught was made to declare the nature of 
his breakfast, when, lo! it was found well stuffed with sticklebacks ; and most of the 
trout examined after this had been “ making free ” with these sticklebacks. Inthe 
deep parts of the loch, where trout are never caught with artificial fly, nor seen to 
rise at the insect, the water being too deep, and the bottom perhaps too rocky for 
their production, the very finest trout are caught in trolling, beautiful in shape, if 
not in external colour, as good eating as Loch Leven trout, but with small heads 
and jaws. Their stickleback fare had most certainly not developed the big head, 
strong jaws, and large teeth of the /vvow, and 11b, fish were taken with baits running 
seven to the pound. 


Now, let me ask, what are the heads, jaws, and teeth of the great Thames trout 
like? Ihave not had the pleasure of seeing one of these famous fish, which are said 
to run up to 15lb., and their diet, since they were 3lb. or 41b, youngsters, must have 
consisted largely, if not entirely, of small fish. Their habits in general must have 
been not unlike those of the Highland /fvroxv of the same weight, and if it be true 
that a fish diet abnormally develops the head and jaws, the head, jaws, and teeth of 
the 15lb. Thames trout must be a marvel of length and strength. Is that, then, the 
case in reality? If not so, the fish-eating effects are a theory unsupported by facts. 


That the food of salmon, when in the sea, consists largely of fish is well known, as 
they have been taken in estuaries with their stomachs full of whitings, &c. ; and yet 
when they enter our rivers, fresh from the slaughter of thousands of small fish, 
their heads and teeth are the smallest of the Salmonide. It is in the state of lean 
and hungry kelts, at a period of the year when trout are in the brooks, or perhaps 
lying dormant, safely out of their way, that the apparently larger head and teeth 
are seen, the body, as “ W. M.” accurately stated, having pined away, leaving the 
head and teeth more conspicuous in comparison. 

Again, the shape of the head and tail, and the colour of the fins play a leading part 
in'the distinction of the Salmonid@, the importance of which seems net to be sufficiently 
acknowledged by those who hold the trout theory; and I hold that there is just as 
little evidence to support the latter theory as to support the theory of those who 
contend that the ferox is a distinct fish. If a salmon, grilse, bull-trout, and sea- 
trout of about the same weight, all fresh runat the same time—say, in July—were 
deprived of fins, head, and tail, and laid side by side, with a mark underneath each 
to re-identify them, and a number of anglers and experts were invited to express 
their judgment on their species, there would be a wonderful difference of opinion 
about them. Apply the same process to a newly-caught bond-fide ferox and big 
loch-trout, and any experienced loch troller would decide the matter accurately at a 
glance. In running such fish, as they leap into the air at the end of the line, he 
would distinguish them a hundred yards off. But few anglers could do this in the 
case of the other four fish mentioned. Further, if the ferox bea common trout, why 
is he not found in all fresh-water lakes stocked with trout in great Britain? I 
contend that such would be the fact if he were not a distinct fish, and merely a 
development of the favio. Can the holders of the trout theory produce any evidence 
from any lake stocked with fario alone of a fario 131b. or 2lb. weight, with a square 
tail like the eriox, with a bright orange colour tinged with some shade of red below 
the lateral line, with the large head, eyes, jaws, and teeth, along with the well- 
nourished body of the /erow ? If they can do that, it will pass for evidence, and I 
will admit that the fario and ferox may be identical. I hold that they cannot do so, 
and I firmly believe the fervor to be a distinct species of the Salmonide.—lI am, &e., 

PISCATOR. 


P.S,—A correspondent says that food has much to do with producing varieties of 
trout. The yellow fins of Yarrow are gone, but the food remains ; if the food pro- 
duced that variety, it would transform the intruders from Ettrick and Tweed into 
the famous yellow fins of Yarrow. Another celebrated variety has disappeared by 
crossing with Tweed trout—viz., those of the Eden, near Kelso—vide Bertram, 
‘Border Angler.” Another splendid variety I knew in boyhood has disappeared. 
Food, then, may improve, not produce, a variety. Does this agree with the opinions 
or experience of other anglers? 





DICKENS'S “DICTIONARY OF THE THAMES.” 


Srr,—My attention has been called to a paragraph in your paper containing a 
quotation from Zhe People, and a comment of your own in reference to my 
“ Dictionary of the Thames.” Permit me in reply to say that William Galloway is 
at the present time a registered fisherman under the Board of Thames Conseryancy, 
and as such holds a license to use the bait net, and that his name appears as a pro- 
fessional fisherman ; his name being published in the list of fishermen is, therefore, 
perfectly accurate. It is not a fact, in my case at all events, that “one guide com- 
piler copies from another.” The “ Dictionary of the Thames” is carefully corrected 
every year from the latest and most trustworthy information obtained at first hand, 
—Iam, &ce., 


26, Wellington-street, Strand, W.C., Oct. 25, CHARLES DICKENS, 
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elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly. 


Very large and choice Stock. 





With our Celebrated 


See Fisuinac GazETTE, August 14th, 1886. 
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We also keep these in Wellington (16 inches long) and Half 
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THE IMPROVED 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET, 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 


ANDERSON’S 
BUCKLAND JACKET, 


With the addition of their “BAILEY” WATER- 
PROOF RIDING APRON, makes an excellent Riding 
and Hunting Waterproof. 
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See The Field, April 3, 1886. 
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! PRIZE ESSAY. 


THE BEST METHOD OF FLY-FISHING FoR TROUT WITH 
THE WET FLY. 


By H. BRIGHOUSE. 
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Oommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &e. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 
and the Provinces. 


SucoEss in fly-fishing depends upon the knowledge of a multi ude 
of things. : 

Striking.—This is the most important part in the performance of catching a 
trout. At this point more than at any other it is requisite for the angler to be 
perfectly calm. A novice, having risen a fish, his senses forthwith depart. The 
rod is violently twitched with the forearm, the butt of the rod is moved about a 
foot, no action of any consequence is imparted to the tip, and the whole move- 
ment resembles the opening out of a parallel ruler. Such a movement will not 
fix a trout. Although itis easy to describe the wrong way of striking, itis diffi- 
cult to describe the right way. Many writers do not attempt to describe correct 
striking, but simply say that striking cannot be done too quickly. Others say 
striking is a peculiar knack or trick. I think there is no trick in correct strik- 
ing, but solid reason. Asa preliminary, the angler should assiduously endea- 
your to impress on his mind the necessity of remaining quite cool and 
collected on a fish rising. By attentively studying this, he will arrive at the 
stage of keeping cool naturally, and without effort. The next point is to 
strike with the tip of the rod, and not with the butt. This” is effected by 
keeping the forearm perfectly ‘unmoved, and throwing the hand back by the 
action of the wrist only. The tip of the rod thus moves on the outer edge of a 
gircle the centre of which is the wrist. By the erroneous method of striking 
before described, the tip of the rod moves on the outer edge of a circle the 
centre of which is the elbow. It is obvious that the rod and wrist radiate in a 
less circle than the rod and forearm. Tor the same reason that the small wheel 
of a carriage moves faster than the large one over the same space of ground, so 
the tip of the rod moves faster by the wrist action than by the forearm action. 
Moreover, the wrist applies the motive power to the tip more directly than the 
forearm. The wrist, therefore, moves the tip of the rod (the point nearest the 
hook) not only quicker than the furearm, but with much more power, and thus 
the hook is sooner struck in’o the trout. 

Trrowing the Fly.—Henry P. Wells, in his book, “ Fly-Rods and Fly-Tackle,” 
says ‘‘the secret of success lies in the back cast,” and that, in making it, the 
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THE STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN WINCHESTER 
CATHEDRAL. 

SpecrAL Notice.—By permission of the Dean and Chapter of 
Winchester Cathedral an Dluminated Parchment Scroll, giving a 
list of the subscribers to the Izaak Walton Statue Fund, will be 
placed in the archives of the Cathedral on the occasion of the cere- 
mony of unveiling the statue. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 





Nai Woe ths tip of the rod should be thrown “ upward and behind a little, but only a little 

Amount already acknowledged .......s+es+e++ 36 15. 0 beyond the perpendicular.” Mr. Wells also adds some further very valuable 
Alfred Mackrill, Esq....sscsssseecceesseeeeeeenenes ‘tees ee) remarks on casting. I take the liberty of thinking, however, that “‘ the reason 
Dr. Spence Edinbureh fore 0 why” may be more amply shown than appears in Mr. Wells's book. If an 
Bs W 1 E Paes he ne age Ate P70 angler gets off by rote certain axioms, he may remember them ; but the chances 
Alfred alton, 18q. rea aed ASIP eae ae are against his doing so. If he knows the reasons which lead to the axioms he 
The Silver Trout Angling Society ....-+++---- 0 9 0 cannot forget them. The further behind and upwards the line goes, so much 
Huddersfield Angling Association ........+++- 010 6 straighter will it go forward. If it goes as far behind as it can, then on the rc- 
J. D. Sculby-Beck, Hsq...... Se ein Seer nanevies Ur turn journey it gathers more impetus to go forward ; if it goes upward, it 
naturally falls downward in a straight line. If the line, instead of going be- 

£40 14 6 hind and upwards, goes behind and downwards, it comes forward in a curve. 


Thus— 

Promise OF HELP FROM AMERICA. ae 

In response to a letter of ours, Mr. Poultney Bigelow, the American editor 
of Outing, writes from New York on Oct. 25 as follows : 


“J am so pleased with the opportunity of helping along the fund for the 
monument to be erected to Isaak Walton, that I shall open a subscription list in 
Outing for that purpose, and may, in that way, get more money for you than if 
I merely asked American anglers to send direct to you.” 





Ys the Right Way: 


Subscriptions can be sent to R. B. Marston, Ed. FISHING 
GazETTE, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. They should 
be marked “for Walton Statue Fund,” and will be acknowledged in 
the GAZETTE. Anglers who would like to be connected with this 
movement need not hesitate because they cannot afford much. 
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TRANSPORT OF LIVE FISH FROM GERMANY. 
Some little time back, as an experiment, we had over from Dr. Zenk’s fish 
culture establishment at Seewiese Fishery, near Gemiinden:on-the-Maine, 
Germany, five or six hundred live fish, principally mirror carp and golden orfe. 
The fish tank left Seewiese early on a Monday morning, and did not reach us in 
consequence of a mistake in delivery until the afternoon of the following Ts the Wrong Way. 
Saturday. We were naturally astonished to find that the fish, instead of being, 
as we expected, all dead, were all alive with the exception of a few loach, which 
had not been able to stand the shaking. The fish were sent like any ordinary 
consignment of goods, and conclusively proved to us that there is no difficulty | jy a back direction much beyond the perpendicular, because if the 
in getting live fish from Germany. From his advertisement, which we publish | 14 is allowed to go far back, the point must drop, and the line drops 
elsewhere, 1 will be seen that Dr. Zenk supplies ova and fry of Salmonide as | with it. Both in the back cast and the forward cast the point of the rod should 
well as live fish, such as carp, tench, gold orfe, &c. The following extracts are | qo the work—that is, let the motive power spring more from the wrist than 
from Dr. Zenk’s circular :— 5 : the forearm. If the forearm is brought into more play than the wrist, most of 
“ The hatching and rearing establishments of the fishery, enlarged and improved, | ihe force generated is expended on the butt of the rod, with the result that the 
are now enabled to produce more than eight millions of Salmonide, ova and fry, angler cannot make out why such a large expenditure of force is required to get 
especially of great lake trout, prook trout, char, salmon, Salmo fon.inalis, S. | the line out. In casting on this method the rod may come down towards the 
inideus, and grayling. | : water as far as the angler likes, provided he feels he is keeping touch of, and 
“The Seewiese Fishery has delivered successfully by the best transport- | controlling, the line. I never found any particular advantage in stopping the 
apparatus ova and fish to America, England, to the Azores, Russia, &e. rod at an angle of 45 degrees with the water. In fact, the more the rod is 
“Tn the ponds of Seewiese is especially reared the German Mirror and Leather | brought down the more libe ty has the line to extend, and the greater the 
Carp, finest stock, and the German Goldorfe (dus melanotus) in large quantities. | amount of fishing to be got out of the cast. The principles above enunciated are 
“The import of German carp into America has proved a great success, ON | exactly opposite to those advocated by the late Mr. W. C. Stewart, but I 
account of their rapid growth, their hardiness, their casy acclimatisation, and | pelieve his remarks apply to a rod of extreme stiffness, with, necessarily, a heavy 
the flavour of the carp. 


: ‘ Bet ARNE line. With such tackle the line, by reason of its much greater weight 
“ The Goldorfe is a very fine decorative fish for ponds and basins, it increases | than the gut cast, gets to es ee: of “action ete) before the 


in weight to 6lb., is golden colour from its birth, it pleases the eye by ever flies, which double’ back on the’ line, staring the: angler 7 atthe 


swimming on the surface of the water, and is good meat.” face, so to speak, and the rod mast in such case stop before going far down, to 
ns allow the flies to overtake the line. Many works on angling advocate a pause 
between the back and forward cast, but in that pause the line drops; the rod 
Ir is proposed to make a huge sewage farm at Mortlake, where all the sewage must be kept moving. A mechanical cast backwards and forwards, with a pause 
matter of Richmond, Barnes, Mortlake, Kew, and Petersham shall be dealt | between, will not do much execution. The angler must put life into the cast, 
with, and the effluent water turned into ithe Thames. An Inspector of the Local and hold the line up in the back part of the cast by a peculiar infusion of spirit 
Government Board will hold an inquiry on the subject on November 10. We | communicated from the wrist to the tip of the rod; and he should bring the 
wish some anglers would make an attempt to get the arrangements so changed | line round with a vigorous, yet graceful sweep. In dancing, a bare knowledge of 
that the effluent can be’taken elsewhere—say into the London main drainage | the step is not sufficient ; there must be a rhythm of the soul, So in casting. 
system, which it would flush. Sewage farms never answer—or, rather, their | _ Fishing the Fly.—Fish up stream. By following, in casting, the lines above 
effluents always pollute rivers severely. indicated, it is as easy to fish up stream as down, I have no original reasons to 


These illustrations are not scientific ; but will, I think, serve the purpose. 
It is to prevent tho line falling behind that the rod must not go 
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bring forward in support of up-stream fishing ; reasons will be found in plenty 
in the text-books. In practice, I have found I can take at least three 
fish fishing up stream for one I should take fishing the same space 
of water down stream. When the flies have come down without raising a 
fish, cast again in any direction the angler thinks will be ; the most ex- 
pedient. With regard to the reasons which should guide the angler 
in selecting the direction of the cast, I have the following observations to offer. 
He will either see a fish or fishes rising, or he will fail to see any rises. In the 
former case the fish are feeding on flies which are sporting on the very top of 
the water, and the trout are consequently rising to the top for them. In this 
case there is no difficulty as to where to cast. If the angler sees no rises, it does 
not follow that he will catch no fish. In this case the fish are doing one of 
three things : either feeding on flies below the surface, because the flies are 
coming down drowned, or are below the surface for some reason or other BOL 
the fish are lying in wait for flies which just at the time are staying away ; or 
the fish are not feeding on flies at all. In the two former cases the rodster will, 
by practice and observation, eventually find out the most likely places to cast 
over ; in the third case, when the finished fly-fisher is putting in all he knows 
and gets no sign of a rise, he justly concludes that the fish are not feeding on 
flies, and he rests awhile. When the fish are feeding on the surface, or the 
angler concludes that they are lying in wait for surface food, the 
rod should be kept well up as the flies come down, in order that as little reel 
line as possible.may be in the water, and so the flies may be kept on or close to 
the surface ; but where the conclusion is that the fish are persistently feeding 
below the surface, then the angler must sink his flies. This is rather a dificult 
matter to accomplish. On the Scotch Esk and Liddle and their tributaries, one 
of the rules is that no shot or bullet must be attached to a fly-cast. Of course 
no genuine sportsman would ever dream of such a thing ; I only mention it as 
showing that some persons have found artificial aid in sinking the flies acceptable. 
Putting aside such aid, the flies will sink more than they otherwise would by 
the point of the rod being lowered. This is because more of the reel-line goes 
into the water, and consequently the cast-line is more weighted down. If the 
cast is made into a back eddy at the side of a pool the line must not be dragged, 
and the flies will gradually sink. When they have sunk sufficiently, then the 
angler can work them up and towards him. Jt is obvious that there is greater 
difficulty in detecting a ‘‘ rise” when the flies are sunk than when they are on or 
close to the surface. The angler need never be afraid of giving himself the 
benefit of a doubt and striking if he only fancies there is a rise. Whether the 
flies are sunk or not, as straight a line as is consistently possible should bo kept 
between the rod-point and the flies in erder to strike more effectually. 

Moving along the River—The angler should not walk by the riverside, or in 
its bed, in the same manner that he would walk along the street. He should in- 
sinuate himself very quietly to the neighbourhood of the water, being particu- 
larly careful to make no quick movement. Nor should he jump from the bank 
of the river on to the strand of a pool he proposes to fish ; the vibration will 
drive all the fish to their holes, and leave the sportsman to wonder why the pool 
shows such an absence of fish life. When in the water, wade up as gently and 
quietly as possible ; I have never gone deer-stalking, but I should imagine there 
must be considerable analogy between the two s ports. 

Starting Fishing—The enthusiastic fisherman should not start thrashing 
away in a hurried manner, as if he expected to catch a dozen trout forthwith, 
He should limit his ideas to one ; quietly go in for that one, and then go in for 
another. “This is the way the basket grows.” Having started from what I be- 
lieve the most important part of fishing—viz., the strike, I considered that the 
best plan was to travel backwards, showing the paths leading up to that part. I 
now propose to travel straight forward. 

Playing the Fish.—Having hooked your fish, wind him inat once. Do not 
stand pulling at him ona long line. If the angler does so the fish will, nine 
times out of ten, get off, because the longer the line is the more it bags, and, 
consequently, so much the less control is there over the fish. It is easy to wind 
the fish in if done at once, before the fish has collected his senses. The fish 
should be wound in until there is, taking the reel-line and gut-line as one line, 
about the length of the rod, and half as much again of line out. Then play the 
fish at leisure. The line should not be wound in too far, otherwise the fish is 
held too tight, and there is no margin for either playing or landing the fish. 
Always keep below the fish. If the fish bolts down stream, get down before it. 
I think it is in the playing of the fish that the disadvantages of fishing down steam 
are especially shown. If in fishing down stream a large fish is hooked, the 
angler must, if he wishes to secure him, get below the fish. I am not able to 
show precisely why it is that large trout below the angler get off much oftener 
than they are landed; but in my experience this is a fact. Iam inclined to 
think that the fish in this position is better able to use the water as a lever in 
throwing himself off the hock. If the angler, fishing down stream, winds in and 
gets below the fish at once, he may still have to go further down stream with 
the fish before he can exhaust it, and this spoils a large quantity of fishing 
water. In fishing up stream it is obvious that the angler can play the fish over 
any quantity of already-fished-over water. 

Landing the Fish—I£ a small one, wind it in the before-mentioned distance ; 
take hold of the line and haul the fish on shore. Ifa large one, wind it in ; 
play it until there isn’t a kick left in it, and then, taking hold of the line, trail 
it onshore. It very rarely happens that some sort of landing-place cannot be found. 
Iconsider that carrying a landing-net is, whatever device is resorted to, very 
troublesome, and mars the angler’s enjoyment of the walk by the riverside ; 
and if one or two fish escape through the want of it, it is not the lossofa 
fortune. If, however, the angler thinks drawn gut essential to success, a 
landing-net is necessary. , 

I have now come to the end of my dissertation so far as fishing 
is concerned. The subject of tackle is a subsidiary one in some measure, 
because if a fisherman is wielding average tackle it will not be the fault 
of the tackle if fish are not caught. Speaking generally as to tackle, 
I think that the rod, reel, and line, being in the domain of the mechani- 
cal arts, they can be made for the angler much better than he could 
make them himself ; but the gut cast and the flies enter more into the domain 
of the deceptive arts, so to speak. Although no doubt excellent flies and casts 
are to be purchased, still the man who makes his own fties can afford to devote 
more time than the professional tyer to that regulation of the cast and flies as 
regards the size of the same, which is such an important factor in the sport of 
catching fish. If we go into an ordinary fishing-tackle shop, the brown trout 
flies, though of every conceivable combination, are all, or nearly all, alike in 
size. 

Rods.—Under this head I think I cannot do better than quote Robert Blakey. 
He says: ‘A single-handed rod should be as elastic as possible, and con- 
structed of such materials as will unite lightness and elasticity with durability 
and strength. An experienced fly-fisher can never get hold of a rod that is too 
light and springy.” My ideal of a rod isa greenheart one, bottle-shouldered 
just above the handle, and from thence tapering very gradually to the tip. A 
well-made rod of this description seems almost endued with life, and ready to 
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fly from the grasp. Such a rod is as far removed from the limber rod 
the tip of which will almost touch the butt, as from the kitchen poker style 
of rod. 

Reel and Line.—It is only necessary to observe that the chief point in the 
choice of a reel is to see that it balances the rod properly, Ease in casting 
depends a great deal upon the proper balance of the rod. As regards the line, 
I never found anything better than a well-made plaited and tapered silk-and- 
hair line. This class of line matches well with the rod in point of elasticity. 
In my opinion, the enamelled silk line is too heavy metal for brown trout-fishing. 

Flies. —Here, again, I quote Robert Blakey. Hesays: ‘ Three typical flies— 
one of a greenish-yellow, a brown, and a dark or black fly—are really all that are 
necessary. They must, however, be varied in size to suit different streams. 
Those rivers which are frequently fished require more neatly-dressed and smaller 
flies than larger rivers. The materials for these flies may be of the simplest 
character. Red, black, and dun spiders may be added.” ‘f venture to describe 
three flies, the patterns of the late Mr, Robert Ramsbottom, of Clitheroe, 
which fulfil the above-mentioned conditions, and which I mainly use. These 
flies I dress on hooks Nos. 1, 2, and 3 Adlington. Whether the fish take them 
for the flies which they purport to represent I do not know ; but I find that one 
or the other of them will kill anywhsre, irrespective of the presence or absence 
of the real flies :— 

Olive Dun.—Wings from the starling’s wing feather. Body: yellow silk 
waxed with colourless wax, with olive dubbing at the shoulder. Legs : three 
strands of calves’ tails dyed yellow. When tied on these form six legs. 

Needle Brown.—Wings from the snipe’s tail. There are only about half a dozen 
feathers in the tail suitable. The fibres must be taken off and clubbed together 
until sufficient are got together. Two feathers will not be too much to make 
into the wings for one fly. Body: salmon-coloured silk, waxed with cobbler’s 
wax, with light hare’s-ear dubbing at the shoulder. The hinder part of the body 
is in this fly the darkest part of. the body. Legs : three strands of calves’ tails 
dyed brown. 

Hawthorn IF’ly.—Wings either from the arched feather of the tail of the 
black Spanish cock, or from the magpie’s tail. The former gives a blue- 
black—the latter a bottle-green black. Body : orange silk. Legs: the neck 
feather of the starling taken from the back of the neck, not from the breast of 
the bird. 

If I had to name the best fly I know I should name the last-mentioned black 
fly. I consider the great point is to get feathers with as much sheen or gloss on 
them as possible. very angler knows the standard patterns for black and red 
spiders. With regard to-the dun spider, I think. this is bast represented by the 
Pale Blue Dun described by Foster in. specifying the yarious changes of the 
Olive Dun as follows :—‘‘In April, in the cold water near the springs or sources 
of streams, more especially in the limestone districts, the fly appears of a light 
blue tint. This is designated the Pale Blue Dun.” For fishing in rapid 
mountain streams this fly is invaluable, and may in these streams be used with 
success from one end of the season to the other. The way I dress it is as 
follows :—Wing : starling ‘wing - feather, the lightest shade. Body : yellow silk 
dubbed from head to tail with pale blue fur. For these rough mountain streams 
a substantial body is requisite. Legs: three or four turns of pale dun cock’s 
hackle. Strictly speaking, there should be no wing in a spider ; nevertheless, I 
adda slight wing, but make the pale blue hackle the principal part of the fly 
Finally, with regard to the size of flies, I think that, as a rule, the wings of ‘flies 
are made, in comparison with the hooks, too long. A wing the length of the 
hook rather overweighs the latter.. I make the wing somewhat shorter than, the 
hook, and fancy that the fly so made balances better. 
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“THE -LOOKER-ON.” 
By. E, “T... PRrrt, 


HA! Stir the fire and draw close the curtains ; the white breath of 
chill November hangs sullenly outside, driving the last sweet smile 
of summer off this earth of graves. Pass me those Larranagas and 
the matches—I never could smoke a pipe. Give me a little firewater 
—there, thanks: don’t let it down too much—l’ll say when—now : 
reach me friend Marston’s paper, and I am settled for the evening. 

“Built Cane Rods. Hardy Brothers, Alnwick, Northumberland.” ‘“ What 
do I think of cane-built rods?” Well, Iam asked that question * perhaps six 
times a week, and invariably answer that I have had one of my own—an 
American—on sale for the last four years without haying so much as a solitary 
nibble at it except one from a poor clerk, who wanted to give me £3 for it— 
half-a-crown in cash, and the rest in month] y instalments of sixpence each, and 
I really could not trade, you. know, at that figure, spread over a term of years, 
and it may be for ever. “Charity covers a multitude of sins,” but it will not 
cover a built cane rod at £5 10s. in that degenerate style. 

Let me tell you all about it. Years ago, when I was young and foolish—now 
then, don’t be making sarcastic remarks there—I chanced one day to turn intoa 
certain fishing-tackle shop. . I was only a lad, and when the proprietor of the 
establishment, his werry self,’ advanced condescendingly, and not only called 
me by my name, but even shook hands with me, I naturally felt honoured. My 
purchase concluded (probably it would not amount to more than twopence 
halfpenny}, the imposing proprietor asked me if there was anything else I 
wanted. “Nothing.” “Nothing in the way of rods ?” I thought not, at present ; 
but somehow, even at this lapse of time, a sort of indistinct idea comes over me 
that this was said with the air of a man who might possibly be wanting five-and- 
twenty rods shortly, just to be going on with. “ Here’s a beauty,” he continued, 
putting one together ; “ built cane—only came in this morning. It has been 
specially imported from America for Mr. Slithers— you know Mr. Slithers ?” 
I didn’t even know Slithers. ‘God bless my soul !—not know Slithers ? He's 
the finest fly-fisher in this county. He could take this rod, see, and send his 
tail fly through the back fin of a grayling at five-and-twenty yards distance ; 
but then, it’s a magnificent rod—he couldn't, do that with any kind of a weapon. 
Price, eh? Well, it should. be £5 15s.—call it £5 10s. : but if I let you have it 
Slithers will go mad.” How often sinée that day have I hoped that Slithers did 
go mad, and chuck his wife and eleven children, one by one, into the street out 
of the third-floor window. You know that Yankee photograph of Mr. Isaacs 
endeavouring to persuade a greenhorn to buy a secondhand coat, which is more 
like a paralytic stroke than a fit—“ Ah!” says he, ‘if mine poor brudder vot’s 
got heart disease know I sell dat coat for four dollars, he drop him down dead!” 
—it has long had an abiding interest for me. I bought the rod, of course, and 
immediately began to swagger about on the banks of every river in Yorkshire 
and Lancashire with it. Nobody liked it. Old Bob Ramsbottom—rest his soul, 
it isin heaven long ago—said plainly, over a dinner at the Spread Eagle at 
Sawley, I wasa d d fool, and Bob was seldom wrong. ‘ : 

The first thing that struck me when I came to consider Yankee cane-built 
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shall not be surprised if it turns out to weigh little less than wood. 


‘#case of too much midnight oil—or spirit, friend P.—Ep, 
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rods in general, and my own in particular, was the fact that though I had paid 
double the sum required to purchase a first-class rod of English make of green- 
heart or hickory, double the value was by no means apparent. So faras T could 
see, the magnificent instrument of which I had become the “possessor was no 
better—if so good—as hundreds of rods in the stocks of such makers as Forrest, 
and Farlow, and Hardy, and Cummins. ‘These rods we knew were to be 
trusted. The cane-built rods were an unknown quantity, and are even now, 
because a good rod is like a good friend, which one does not willingly cast off ; 
and Time, that tries friendship, is the thing to try rods. I saw at once that 
to scrape the rod accidentally against a stone ora tree, and, by the abrasion, 
to take off varnish, which would leave bare any part of a joining, into which . 
water—rain or river—could find its way, was to endanger the whole fabric ; 
and this was precisely what happened to my rod at the end of five years, not- 
withstanding the fact that it had been twice varnished. 

Tt came about inthis way. My friend B. H. and I were outside the Tennant’s 
Arms at Kilnsey now some years ago, one day when nothing could be done with 
the trout, when we agreed to have a fly-casting competition in the road. We 
cast away until the score stood—H., 21lyds. 3in. ; P., 23yds. 9in. Now, I was 
4in. higher in this world than my opponent, and I was, therefore, dissatisfied 
with the result, knowing I could cast twenty-five yards under favourable circum- 
stances, and I, therefore, prepared to make one gigantic effort to do it, or bust. 
Figuratively speaking, boys, I did bust ; at any rate, my rod did. I made the 
sweep. There was acrack. My precious rod broke sharp off at the top ferrule, 
and Tessib and Yornoc had dissolved partnership, Tessib being in my hand and 
Yornoc on the cold ground. And serve youright, you say. Well, who said it 
didn’t 2? No rod would stand it, you say. ‘“ Now, infidel, I have thee on the hip.” 
H.’s rod was greenheart, bearing the words “W. J. Cummins, Bishop Auck- 
land,” and in less than five minutes with that rod I had covered the twenty-five 
yards, and the rod was sound and perfect. “‘ How long have you had this rod, 
B.2?” Lasked. “Well,” came the answer,” I bought it some years ago from N., 
and he had had it some time. I gave him thirty shillings for it, and I have used 
it for all kinds of fishing.” Lord! how I did hope that Slithers was at that 
moment engaged in imagining he was the Grand Panjandrum with the little 
red button on top, and that his wife and eleven children were cold corpusses in 
the grave. 

The fact was that at the place of the breakage the cane was rotten, owing to 
water having found its way into the splicing in the way before alluded to. This 
particular Yankee treasure was, however, delinquent in other respects too numer- 
ous to mention, and in the end I may even accept the poor clerk's offer. Not- 
withstanding my own misfortune in the matter of these rods, I would not fora 
moment have you think that because this particular offspring of Brother Jona- 
than was—and is—an incorrigible blackguard, all cane-built rods, even by the 
same makers, are so. One of the most superb rods I ever did, or ever shall, 
handle wasa built cane rod by Hardy Bros., of Alnwick, Northumberland, whose 
advertisement attracted my eye when I took up the paper. Excellent in work- 
manship, light to handle, and yet of great strength and power, it was, to my mind, 
as perfect a rod as an angler could wish to see. And within the last day or two 
a Lancashire friend showed me an 11ft. Gin. cane rod, built by T. L. Andrews, of 
Uppingham, which was delightful to handle. This particular instrument was 
fresh from killing a 6lb. salmon in a rough northern river (the Wyre), and it 
had stood the test triumphantly, to the astonishment of other anglers who 
prophesied disaster. I shall not, I hope, be accused of trying to give these two 
makers a cheap advertisement, as I never had any dealings with either of them 
in my life. Iam, nevertheless, strongly of opinion that all built cane rods, even 
by the best and most careful makers, should be thoroughly overhauled and re- 
varnished atleast once a year. If some maker could devise a method of covering 
these built rods when they are finished, but still in the rough,* with a very thin 
and light transparent skin, which should be perfectly impervious to water, and 
then varnish over that, he would, in my humble opinion, have produced a rod as 
nearly perfection as anything human skill is likely to devise. : 

“Ah! here is a letter signed by my friend, Henry Cadman. I have read it, and 
don’t agree with him. Difference of opinion in this case will not alter friend- 
ship, and I shall therefore plump for Mr. Tod. Firstly, as to creels : That tinpot 
arrangement which Mr. Reffitt—not Relbitt, as the compositor had it—likes to 
carry about with him is as hot inside as alittle sheol on a summer’s day. If 
something is required to combine the advantages of a creel and a slow-cooking 
stove, the tin can is the very button. I fancy Mr. Cadman must have mis- 
understood Mr. Reffitt, who is a thoughtful angler, and one of the most practical 
in Yorkshire, and I am rather doubtful of his preference for tin over all other 
materials—though it may please him to use it now and then. 

T have an old tin creel which once belonged to a famous Ribblesdale angler— 
old Harry Wallis. He gave it to me when he was himself being played by the 
busy angler—Death. I don’t use it, because it dries up the fish so in fine 
weather. And I have a wooden one (which was also his—he gave me all he had, 
except his skill), painted green outside and white within ; it Is still coated 
thickly with the scales of salmon smolts, which Wallis—long since dead and 
éurned to clay—caught five-and-thirty years ago. And I have a macintosh 
bag which, for diffusing a delightful aroma—a combination of bisulphide of 
carbon, dead cats, and stale mushrooms—I will back against any instrument of 
olfactory torture ever invented. It is warranted to clear a room of objection- 
able anglers in less time than a steam fire-engine in full employment. ‘| That is 
the reason why I sometimes find locks, bolts, and bars all applied against me 
when I am seen approaching in company with the Macintosh. And, for my own 
personal fancy, TI would not give half-a-crown a dozen for the wicker baskets. 
T therefore agree entirely with Mr. Tod and Mr. Naylor on_ the subject of 
ereels in general. The Carlisle creels, of which Dicky Routledge made a lot, 
are, on the whole, the best I know. The faddy angler—who despises a rod because 
it is a quarter of an ounce heavier than one of the same length which his mother- 
in-claw’s maternal grandfather once possessed ; or who won't have a wooden 
ereel because it holds three brace of 10in. trout fewer than Tom Robinson’s 
wicker one, and weighs half a pound more—is in for a miserable time of it if 
he sticks to his fads. When I see a certain local hand. on the Wharfe 
turn out with a rod which might be a cross between a broomstick 
and a lightning conductor, and a ereel like unto a workhouse baby’s coffin, 1t 
may be impossible to help smiling at the rig-out ; but there is envy nm the smile, 
pecause “ beneath the rule of men entirely great” such rude implements mean 
wilful murder. Routledge used to make a box—Ramsbottom, of Manchester, 
sells the same thing—which had no hole in the lid ; the latter came down and 
fastened with a spring-catch, No doubt Mr. Tod knows this creel, and to my 
mind it is one of the most useful, and it certainly keep one’s fish fresher than 
anything I know. It remains to be seen how the papier-mdché creel will turn 
out. The idea is not, however, new; it has been suggested many times years 
ago. My own belief is that the price will be found to be prohibitive, and I 


With regard to casting, I am entirely of Mr. Tod’s opinion. One constantly 
hears it stated, theoretically, that only the gut cast should touch the water. 
Having known and watched as many North-country anglers as most men—and 
among them Dicky Routledge, Ramsbottom, Peter Longton, Bob Spencer of 
Whalley, Wallis, Brumfitt of Otley, and others—Inever yet saw a man who 
could do it. Next time Mr. Cadman and I meet in our war paint I shall beg the 
favour of a lesson in the art of keeping the running line out of the water. J 
freely grant that in small streams on which, from the nature of circumstances, it 
is impossible to throw a long line, it is easy enough to have nothing in the 
water but the gut collar ; but in such rivers as the Tweed or the Eden, or even 
the Wharfe, where it is often necessary to cover a very long cast, I defy any 
man, using an ordinary trout-rod and throwing only a moderately long line— 
say, 12 yards—to keep for ten seconds more of the reel line out of 
the water than a length about equivalent to that of the rod and 
the angler’s arm combined, and, at the same time, retain sufficient 
command oyer his rod to enable him properly to strike a rising fish. 
Of course, I am assuming that the cast has not been allowed to sweep down 
stream so as to be considerably below the angler, and that he is not on a high 
bank or in any other position of advantage. Does my friend really mean that 
he could throw a line of, say, 20 yards from a boat on Ullswater, and leave and 
keep nothing in the water but his 12ft. of gut? If so, how is 1t done? Like 
Rosa Dartle, I merely want to know, you know. 

As to the “coot-coot,” I shall scarcely agree with Mr. ‘Tod that all good 
anglers make it ; but I must confess that the very best all-round fly-fisher I 
know most decidedly does. I would mention his name but that he is already as 
vain as a pretty girl in a new bonnet. I can’t doit myself, and never could ; and 
though my friend who “ coot-coots ” all over the shop like a penny steam-engine 
is less than I, and not so powerful in wind or limb, he brings his line into action 
with a magnificent straight sweep, and with a vigour and determination which I 
can envy but cannot copy. 

I hope Mr. Cadman and my other friends will not object to my playing the 
part of “'The Looker-On” through the smoke of the Larranagas and the steaming 
reek of Glenlivet. One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless 
field for argument, speculation, and experiment. The matters which pertain to 
the mechanical details of the art never have been, and probably never will be, 
all threshed out. The more we argue the more we are led to think. - For my 
own part, I am quite convinced that it is not alone because the angler’s play- 
ground is in the daisy-dotted fields where the meadow sweet is nodding, like 
Narcissus, at its image in the river ; or where the Highland spate dashes in a 
cataract over the moss-covered rocks in the glen, that angling has taken the 
place it has among recreative Britons—but because it presents in addition a series 
of never-ending difficulties to be overcome, and of obstacles to be surmounted 
which are apparently insurmountable. All the mighty intellect of man is but 
as wind before the resolution of one little trout. Every man, therefore, who 
contributes his experience or his views is an item in a game which is worth 
playing. The Editor of this paper has asked me to contribute a series of papers 
under the heading beneath which this appears, and, if the whisky and cigars hold 
out, I willdo it ; but I will not promise to reply to any arguments or objections 
which are not signed by the writer in the name which his godfathers and god- 
mothers gave him. The least a man can do is to make his identity known to the 
person to whom he speaks or writes. 

Just now, up in the Yorkshire dales, we are happy and satisfied. As arule, I 
am afraid we are—like anglers all the world over—rather a dissatisfied lot, and 
this year we have been justified in growling protractedly over one of the worst 
trout seasotis on record. But the grayling have been behaving as they ought, 
and those who know how to fish have latterly had some capital baskets, mainly 
with a light bloa, hackled with a feather taken from under the wing of a 
young grouse, and the body of light yellow silk. But there is no saying how 
soon another wave of dissatisfaction may spread over the angling community. 
The angler never “is,” but always “ to be” blest. 

I am often reminded of a story which I have told in print before, and it is 
really a case of “chestnuts,” as the Yankees says, of a man who died and went 
aloft. When he had been there a week he met another fellow, who had diéd 
and come up in the meantime. The second comer was a notoriously dissatisfied 
chap in his unregenerate state, and he looked as grumpy as ever when these two 
met. “Well,” said the first, “ how are you going on ? Are you satisfied at last ?” 
“ No,” was the reply, “Iam not. I came up on a damp cloud, to begin with, and 
gota beastly cold, and I can’t find a pocket-handkerchief anywhere, and if I had 
one I’ve no pocket to put it in ; and I’ve got a pair of wings at least three sizes 
too small—they are only fit for a baby ; and, on the whole, I would not have 
come if I had known.” 

There is a sad moral in this, which some of us might take to heart ; but, as it 
is now midnight, you'll excuse me if I tumble off to bed. 


(To be continued. ) 



























































“THE AMERICAN SALMON-FISHERMAN.”* 


Mr. WELLS, in his introduction to the present volume, “ desires no 
more grateful reward than the same kindly reception which has been 
the good fortune of its predecessor.” We think there can be little 
doubt that he will get his reward. Although written for the 
guidance of the novice, there are so many subjects connected with 
salmon-fishing touched upon in this work, and Mr. Wells knows so 
well how to explain his views, and is withal so suggestive and 
practical, that we venture to say the most experienced salmon- 
fisherman will read it with interest, and glean some useful ideas. 

Of course, on many points British and Irish salmon-fishermen will 
not agree with Mr. Wells. It would be too much to expect that 
they should ; indeed, in all probability, their first impression will be, 
“ What can an American tell us about salmon-fishing worth knowing 
that we do not know ?” If they are interested in Canadian salmon 
rivers, the very first chapter will settle this question, for it contains 
information as to how and where fishing is to be obtained, together 
with a map and list of the rivers, with brief notes on them. 

We are glad to learn that the untiring efforts of the United States Fisheries 
Commission to restock those fine rivers flowing into the Atlantic, which, as Mr. 
Wells tells us, once “ swarmed with salmon,” are beginning to bear fruit. He says : 
“Tn the last century salmon swarmed in every river on our coast, at least as far 
south as the Connecticut. . . . The Penobscot, St. Croix, and Denny's 
River, all in Maine, afford some fly-fishing for salmon. The Penobscot, if 





* “The American Salmon-Fisherman.” By Henry P. WELLS, author of * Fly-Rods 
and Fly-Tackle,” Illustrated, Small post Syo ; cloth extra, price. 6s. London ; 
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thoroughly exploited, would, we have no doubt, rank well as a salmon river. 
This stream is a 


BY ITSELF ON THE VALUE OF RESTOCKING 


EXHAUSTED RIVERS. 


It was practically depleted, while now it is quite productive.” This fact is full 
of encouragement for fish culturists in Europe, where doubts are often thrown 
on the possibility of restocking a river or increasing its supply of salmon by 
artificial breeding. Of course, we refer tosalmon only. There is hardly a trout 
stream in this country which has not received benefit from the fish culturist, and 
many of them are almost entirely indebted to him for their supply. We are 
glad to find that it is becoming more generally the practice to depend for success 
ona moderate number of yearling or two-year-old fish. We know so many 
instances where year after year countless numbers of fry of trout have been 
turned into streams with little or no improvement to the fishing, that we 
invariably recommend all who apply to us for advice as to how to get up a good 
stock of trout to put in strong, healthy yearlings or older fish. 

For their salmon-fishing—at any rate, for their fly-fishing—the Americans 
have to go to Canada. Enormous quantities of salmon ascend the rivers of 
North America which flow into the Pacific; but from Alaska to California we 
believe there is hardly a river in which salmon will look at a fly, although in 
many cf them they are caught with a spinning bait. Sir Rose Price, Bart., in 
his delightful book, “ The ‘T'wo Americas,” gives many accounts of fights with 
these salmon of the Far West ; but, if we remember rightly, complains of their 
lack of taste as regards flies. He writes very strongly against the introduction 
of the Californian salmon (Salmo quinnat) into European waters, and we quite 
agree with him. 

This absence of “free rising” salmon in their own waters leads American 
salmon anglers into a breach of the Tenth Commandment, or something approach- 
ing it, Says Mr. Wells: ‘“‘ When Lord Ashburton worsted us in the deter- 
mination of our northern boundary, and pushed the line so far south of the St. 
Lawrence, he left us few salmon rivers on our Atlantic seaboard. What is done 
és done, and itis too late to remedy that now ; but whenever we look at the map 
it is difficult to repress a sigh of regret that our Commissioners were not salmon- 
fishermen.” 


Wrote SERMON 


At one of those interesting “ Discussions” of the Fly-Fishers’ Club last 
winter, Dr. Hamiiton introduced the subject of the remarkable difference in the 
average size of salmon frequenting different streams, and gave, as did other 
avglers present, instances from his own experience. Mr. Wells has the follow- 
ing note with reference to this fact in the life history of salmon :— 


“A SALMON PROBLEM. 


“Since salmon obtain their growth in the sea and lose rather than gain in fresh 
water, it would seem as if all rivers ought to furnish fish of approximately the same 
size, Such is not the fact. In some rivers, excluding extremes as is seems to me 
should always be done in such cases, the fish will run ahout 10lb. or 12Ib, in weight, 
anda fish of 18lb, will be a rare prize. In other rivers no larger, and in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the others, the fish may average 201b. and over, and fish of 
401b. be as common as fish of 181b. in the rivers first alluded to. This difference is 
not a casual affair of a single season, but a permanent characteristic of each river. 
A satisfactory reason for this, which will not conflict with what are supposed to be 
settled facts, I have yet to hear. Is it because the various clans of fish which con- 
verge to their native rivers when leaving the sea, diverge on their departure to dis- 
tinct and distant parts of the ocean where the conditions favourable, to growth 
vary? This seems difficult to reconcile with the theory that they linger throughout 
their ocean life near the mouth of their native rivers. Or is it possible that the 
universally accepted belief that salmon always return to the river of their youth 
needs further investigation ; and that they really so return only until they have 
attained a certain size, and then go elsewhere? I can suggest the question, but not 
its solution.” 


On the important question of rods for salmon-fishing, Mr. Wells is diametri- 
cally opposed to the views of most salmon anglers on this side the water. He 
thinks we use rods unnecessarily long and unnecessarily heavy, and it is probable 
that, to a great extent, he is right, though, in our opinion, he goes much too far 
in the other direction, and advocates the use of rods which in this country would 
be considered mere toys. We have noticed that there is a radical difference 
between the objects, or at any rate one of the objects, for which anglers in 
America and anglers in this country select a rod. Here it is considered bad 
form to give a fish more time than is necessary ; the angler who allowed the fish 
to flounder about and so “spoil the pool,” when he ought to have killed it in 
half the time, would be laughed at. An American angler, among fish far more 
plentiful and far less educated than ours, finds his sport in playing his fish as 
long as he can get any play out of it ; consequently he selects an extremely light 
limber rod. American exhibitors of split-cane rods at the 1883 Fisheries Exhi- 
bition were never tired of showing visitors how their rods would bend till the 
tip touched the butt—about as useless an accomplishment for a practical fishing- 
rod to possess as one could well imagine. We have seen and used a great many 
very fine split-cane rods ; but have not yet met with one which, in our opinion, 
possessed all the qualities of a first-class hard-wood rod. 


Mr. WELLS ON AMERICAN AND ENGLISH Robs. 


“Tf arod for trout-fishing was in view, no American angler of the slightest 
experience would dream of buying any but an American rod, or of being influ- 
enced in its selection by any foreign work on angling. But so little, compara- 
tively, has been done and said on salmon-fishing in this'country, and so much in 
Great Britain, that the American anglers are apt to turn to, and be guided 
by, English authorities. He will read cf rods eighteen, nineteen, and twenty 
feet long, Well may he groan when he thinks of brandishing such a weaver’s 
beam all the live-long day, and question whether he would not find sawing 
wood equally beneficial and far less laborious. In the matter of fishing-rods 
I cannot but think that the mechanical common-sense of our English brethren 
is somewhat obscured by respect for tradition.” ‘ 


There is a good deal of truth in these remarks. There is no doubt the 
majority of salmon rods in use on this side the water, if not too long, are 
certainly too heavy. We were forcibly reminded of this by some salmon-rods 
exhibited at the Fly-Fishers’ Club one evening by Mr. D. Wilson, the hon. 
sec. Mr. Wilson fishes principally on the Spey, and his rods are specially 
made to do the Spey cast. They are made of ‘lance wood, and although of 
good length, 16 to 18ft.,appeared to be about half the weight of an ordinary 
greenheart rod of the same length. Mr. Wells thinks that the only adyant- 
age of an 18ft. rod over one of 15ft. is that the former will cast about 15ft. 
more line than the latter; apart from the fact that when bank-fishing on a 
big river this extra 15ft.—which, we should say, is probably nearer 20ft. in 
practice—is often an inestimable advantage ; it is perfectly certain that you 
have far more control over a fish on the long rod than you have on the shorter 
one, and can kill him in half the time. As we have already pointed out, the 


Americans, as a rule, select a rod which compels them to give a fish much more 
time than is necessary. Mr. Wells says :— 


“Indeed, where the fishing is open and fortune smiles, after the wire edge of the 
appetite is taken off by the capture of a reasonable number of salmon with the 
double-handed rod, so that the loss of a fish is not too harrowing, I question whether 
strict angling morality does not thereafter require us to resort to a single-handed 
rod of 10ft. Gin. to 11ft. in length, and of from nine to ten ounces in weight—par- 
ticularly if the fishing is so remote from communication that the fish cannot be sent 
out, and the supply exceeds the camp needs, For a fly-fisherman to condemn fish 
legitimately taken with the fly, whether trout or salmon, to the salting barrel, has 
always seemed to mea breach of angling propriety but little better than throwing 
them aside to rot. It is a mere matter of sentiment, I admit; but those are my sen- 
timents. ‘To take salmon with a single-handed rod is certainly more sportsmanlike, 
since it requires greater skill and the fish has more chance. It: is also more econo- 
mical, since the contest will be more protracted, and that alternation of hope and 
fear which constitutes the great charm of salmon-fishing continues for a longer time 
with each fish, Thus fewer fish furnish more fun, which after all is the main thing, 
With a canoe as a movable base from which to conduct operations, and a proper reel 
and line, the angler is sufficiently sure of ultimate victory to warrant the effort ; 
and, stimulated by an approving conscience and perhaps just a little dash of self- 
conceit, the silver sheen and grac2ful outline of a salmon so taken will far surpass 
in its captor’s eyes—yes, and in the eyes of others—the best that any competing 
double-handed rod may produce.” 


If we ever got so sick of catching salmon as Mr. Wells appears occasionally 
to do, we should give it up. To follow out his argument to its logical conclusion 
the most sportsmanlike way of salmon-fishing would be with a hand-line. He 
ought to give the credit of killing the salmon he catches ona 10£t. trout-rod 
to old Father Time and the dexterity of his boatmen. 

We fancy most anglers on this side the Atlantic will agree with us that it is 
more sportsmanlike to kill a fish with fine tackle on a powerful rod than with 
strong tackle on a weak one, and without fine tackle you will generally fish in 
vain in our hard-fished streams. 


FERRULED y. SPLICED Rops. 


Having referred to a few points on which we do not quite fall in with the 
views of Mr. Wells, we may briefly refer to some suggestions, for which we 
heartily thank him. It is generally supposed that the best way to put a fly- 
rod together is to spliceit, and thataspliced rod has a more perfect action than 
any other. We never could satisfy ourselves that a spliced rod has any advantage 
whatever over one with ferrules, while the disadvantages are manifest. Mr. 
Wells proves clearly that a spliced rod is “ weaker at the splices than at other 
parts,” the rod must be stiffer, and must be more elastic at the solid than at the 
spliced parts. We say Mr. Wells proves this clearly ; but it will be such a 
revelation to many anglers who will tell you that their rod will break ‘anywhere 
but at the splice,” thus implying its greater strength at that point, that we must 
quote in full from Mr, Wells on the philosophy of the splice :— 


‘“ But nothing is absolutely perfect in this world. Is nota rod all in one single 
piece the ideal rod? And what isa spliced rod when joined together but a single- 
piece rod? ‘Pretty must hurt.’ We do submit to some inconveniences, but we 
obtain thereby the true ideal—a degree of perfection unattainable in any ferruled 
rod ! 

“This sounds rather plausible. But before we are talked into any really revolu- 
tionary action let us consider the matter a little. 

“ When a fishing-rod is straight, if we limit our attention to any short portion of its 
length, its sides may be considered as parallel and of equal length. Now let us bend 
the rod, and confining our attention to the same part, see what takes place, The 
upper and lower sides of the rod are no longer straight, but each has assumed the 
form of an arc of a circle, one arc lying within the other, and both having a common 
centre. That arc most distant from the centre must therefore be the longer, and 
the arc nearer the centre must be the shorter. And such is the fact. In bending 
the rod we have stretched the fibres of the upper and compressed those of the under 
portion of the rod, It is the reluctance of these fibres to submit to this distention 
and compression which is the stifiness of a rod, and it is their promptness to return 
to their original condition which constitutes its elasticity. 

‘We have now clearly in mind that in bending a rod we stretch the upper and 
condense the lower side, and that stiffness and elasticity are but other terms to 
express the resistance offered by the material of the rod to this enforced change. 

““ Now, suppose we take two pieces of wood each of one square inch in cross-section, 
and, laying one upon the other, lash them together as firmly as we can in the position 
shown at A in the cut, 

“This I will hereafter call the ‘compound stick.’ 


A 


B 


“Let us also prepare asingle piece of wood B like the other in every respect, 
except that its cross-section measures one inch by two. It is, therefore, of exactly 
the same dimensions as the compound stick we have made by lashing the two inch- 
square pieces together, 

My Now let us place the ends of the single and of the compound stick upon equi- 
distant supports so that both rest on edge, and impose an equal load on the middle 
of each, Hach stick will then oppose to its load a section of material one inch wide 
and two inches in perpendicular depth—in short, an exactly equal length and quan- 
woes material, disposed in exactly the same position, to meet an exactly equal 
strain, 

“ But which will be the stiffer? There is not a labourer who ever carried a hod 
up a gang-plank who does not know that the single stick is far stiffer than the 
compound, 

“ And it stands to reason. The fibres of the single stick must undergo a change 
throughout the entire depth of its two inches. It th>refore follows that to bend a 
distance equal to that of the compound stick the outer fibres are subjected to a 
greater extension and compression, and that more force must be required to produce 
this greater result. 

“ But with the compound stick the case is quite different. The frictional contact 
of its two component parts one upon the other ultimately becomes less than the 
power of the fibres of each to resist change. The stress is, therefore, in part relieved 
by one stick sliding on the other in the line of least resistance—that is, on the line 
of contact. Hach part isin a measure beaten in detail. Here, as elsewhere, ‘In 
union lies strength.’ 

“But which is the more elastic !—or, what is the same thing, which will recover 
most promptly and completely on the removal of the deflecting load? Clearly the 
single piece. The two parts of the compound piece slide one on the other during 
the deflection caused by the weight. But when the weight is removed, where is the 
power to cause them to slide back to their original position? The elasticity of the 
parts may initiate the motion, but as the fibres approach their normal state this 
force uniformly decreases in strength, till ultimately the friction will predominate. 

“ Recovery then ceases, and the compound stick remains bent until this friction is 
removed by separating its parts. 

3 a This, it seems to me, is the philosophy of the splice, If so, then it is a delu- 
on, 
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Mr. Wells entirely ignores the action of the whipping over the splice. We think 
his experiment should be tried with the two pieces of wood whipped together as a 
splice is whipped, and should imagine this will make considerable difference. 


Tur PHILOSOPHY OF THE FERRULE. 


We should not like to say how many different fastenings for preventing joints 
coming apart when casting have been patented in this country. The old- 
fashioned plan of wire catches for the bit of thread or silk lapping is an 
unmitigated nuisance, as the gut collar is constantly catching on the wire loops. 
According to Mr. Wells, any fastening is an admission that the ferrules are made 
on a radically wrong principle. We have before referred to his strong advocacy 
of the straight ferrule on this point. We entirely agree with him, and hope that 
some enterprising rod-maker will produce rods with ferrules made exactly as 
described by Mr. Wells. We do not want an “improvement” on Mr. Wells ; 
we want identically his make, as described and illustrated in his “ Fly-Rods and 
Fly-Tackle.” 

“Tn my book, ‘Fly-Rods and Fly-Tackle,’ the philosophy of the ferrule was dis- 
cussed at length. I can only add that further thought, experiment, and experience 
suggest no change or error therein. For years the manufacture of fly rods and fly 
tackle has been my chief recreation. I believe I may conscientiously say that every 
effort, except, perhaps, at the very outset, has been directed, not so much to produce 


arod or other implement, as to subject some theory to the crucial test of actual 
experiment. 


“A short ferrule with a cylindrical bore made from tubing drawn inside and out— 
that is, drawn through an annular die upon a polished mandrel—for the outside 
ferrule, and an inside ferrule without dowels and fitting its mate throughout the 
length of the insertion, and inserted when the rod is put together until the neigh- 
bouring ends of the joints are almost, if not quite, in contact, were there advocated 
asthe best method of uniting the several joints of the trout rod. 

“J now assert what I could not then, since I had not actually tried it, that it is both 
the simplest and the best known method of jointing a salmon rod.” 

Mr. Wells killed twenty-five salmon, most of them over 20lb., and though “ no 
device whatever of any description was used to prevent them throwing apart, 
aside from the cohesion due to their jit, not one of them ever started.” The italics 
in the previous line are ours ; they embody the whole secret of the success of 
Mr. Wells’s ferrules, In this country ferrules are made wedge-shape : 
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Mr, Wells makes his cylindrical, the same size throughout : 





el 


If the object of a ferrule was to enable you to cast your joints instead of your 
line, it is manifest that no better shape than that of the wedge could be selected ; 
the action of casting levers the joint out of place. 

We must defer further notice of this most interesting work for another occa- 
sion. In the mean time, we can warmly recommend it—noi to salmon anglers 
only, but to all practical fishermen. 


NOTES. 


A Fair trial of the properties of the produce obtained by the A.B.C. process 
has, says the Morning Post, been made on land near Teddington Lock, in the 
occupation of Mr. H. Cook. Mr. W. Woolnough, the district agent, arranged 
for the use of an acre of ground. It was dressed with the guano and sown 
with Sutton’s yellow globe wurtzel (Berkshire prize), Carter's mammoth red 
wurtzel, and Carter’s yellow swede. The poorest part of the land was selected, 
and the crop treated exactly the same as the rest, which was on soil manured in 
the usual way. The result has been most satisfactory, and the whole acre is 
covered with an excellent crop. Of some roots taken at hazard and not selected 
the globe wurtzel scaled from 18lb. to 20lb. each ; and the red mammoth and 
yellow swede ran from 13lb. to 15lb. 
# * 








* * * 


The Bristol Mercury is publishing a series of articles entitled ‘‘ Angling Round 
Bristol,” which will be published in book form. They appear to us to be very 
‘well done indeed. 
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Mr. Charles Marvin, who appears to live with one eye, if not both, always 
fixed on Russia, sends us an interesting pamphlet entitled “The Coming Deluge 
of Russian Petroleum.” It is a description of the marvellous oil-fields of Baku 
now being developed by the Russians. One of these Baku wells daily yields 
more petroleum than all the other oil-wells of the world, including the 25,000 
of America, put together. Cheap oil means cheap fuel and more light. We 
hope, with Mr. Marvin, that England will not allow the carrying of this oil by 
sea to slip through her fingers. 
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Mr. F. C. Scargill, a member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, sends us the following 
“Note” about some good sport he recently had in the Lune :—“ Dear Sir,— 
You will be interested to hear of my fishing yesterday. When we got to the 
river, Adams (my gamekeeper) and I agreed the chance was hopeless. There 
was a bright sun, and a cold east wind was blowing, whilst the water was very 
low and clear. I began at the Lee Holme; but the wind blew the line back, 
and it fell in lumps on the water, so we determined to have a few casts on the 
Intake, and then give it up and go out rabbit-shooting. When we got to the 
Intake I said, ‘Adams, two hundred pennies to one against a rise!’ But 
Adams declared it wasn’t good enough to risk a penny on. You know how 
badly I have lately done on the Intake—how the fish have come short and got 
off in all kinds of ways, just when they were ready for gaffing—so was consider- 
ably astonished when, after a throw or two, I was ‘into’ one. After about fifteen 
minutes, I brought him to the side to be gaffed; but Adams was so excited 
at getting a fish under such improbable circumstances that he made stroke after 
stroke at him, and only at the fourth attempt did he succeed in pulling him out. 
Before he had carried the fish to the break in the bank that serves as our 
larder I was into another, which duly came to bag. Then one rose and missed 
the fly, but immediately came again and was hooked. Then I got two more 
also in the Intake. I then went back to Stubbins’ Pool, from which I had not 
yet got a fish this year. I hooked one, and we had a good deal of trouble with 
it, for it rushed down stream into the thin water, and if Adams had not rushed 
in and cobbled it with rocks and made it turn up-stream I think we should 
have lost it; as it was, we got it, making the fifth, and adjourned for lunch. 
I had caught the whole of the fish with a very small and bright ‘Durham 
Ranger.’ After lunch, I put on my wading-trousers and fished ‘ Lamb's Stream.’ 
At the third throw I was into one, and shortly after I got another ; and then, 





although another fish rose at me im Lamb's Stream, and one in ‘.Stubbins'’,’ I 
hooked nothing. Altogether, the day’s fishing was a most remarkable one, 
owing to the lowness and brightness of the water, and the cold east wind. The 
Lune is, as you know, looked upon as a bad rising river, and I question if this 
bag has ever been equalled. The weights were 23, 21, 20, 20, 19, 17, and 16lb. 
They were all fresh-run, and in fine condition.—Yours, F.C, Scarcity. P.S.— 
Wednesday. I caught three more to-day, so that in three days’ fishing I have 
caught thirteen fish, the smallest being 16lb., except one grilse of 7lb. But the 
sport is over for the present, as the river is too low.” 
o % % 3 % 

We are glad to state that, under the title of “ The Looker-On,” Mr. T. E. Pritt, 
the genial angling editor of the Yorkshire Post, will contribute a series of articles 
to our columns—No. I. appears this week. 
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Mr. E. Marcus had a good take of roach and dace on two days recently when 
out with J. Knight, fisherman, of Kingston-on-Thames. The dace were a par- 
ticularly fine lot. The fish were taken between the Club Island, Surbiton, and 
Kingston Bridge. 


* * * * 
A correspondent who cannot, we fear, claim, like a certain English monarch, 
never to have said a naughty word, writes as follows :—‘I inclose a cutting 


from an American paper which will suit you and friend Pritt. As regards 
‘cussing, I'll lay six to four at the present moment that I can cuss a deal prettier 
than anyone I know. My left ankle is about the size and colour of a ripe prize 
tomato. Ihave been in’bed since I last wrote you. My wife says it is the 
fruits of hunting and fishing ; my own opinion leans to early piety as the main 
cause.” 
rs] * * Pa] * 
Here is the cutting ; we can’t keep it all to ourselves :— 


“THe BET WAS WON. 


“‘ Barmen invariably take the opposite view of everything. 

“The other day Mr. Gallagher was in a city saloon and tipped his chair back and ° 
went over, and jammed his head, and was considerably hurt. The incident annoyed 
him, and the barman said he hadn’t ought to swear. Gallagher said that under the 
influence of sudden pain five men out of the six would swear. 

“ The barman would not believe it, and the result was a bet. 

“Then for the test. Gallagher got an ordinary brick, and heated it fearfully 
hot, and placed it on the marble bar. Now, a brick doesn’t show heat, and there- 
fore it was not surprising that when Mr. Guff came in and saw the brick on the bar 
he should pick it up. He, however, showed no disposition to put it in his pocket, 
or do anything else with it. He immediately laid it down, and made frantic 
gestures, and said a number of wicked things. 

“Then in came a butcher, who also picked up the brick and laid it down. He 
looked around savagely, and, after freeing his mind of some unholy sentiments, said 
he hoped he shouldn’t see anybody laugh, as he preferred not to be under the neces- 
sity of committing murder. 

“The next victim was a German, and he spoke every word of English he knew, 
and two-thirds of what he remarked would have been improper in a Sunday-school. 
He joined Guff and the butcher in sucking his fingers and watching for the next 
man, 

“ He came in the form of a prominent politician, and as he placed the brick upon 
the bar his language sounded like after-election talk. 

“The barman began to be nervous; but the next man merely pranced about 
and wildly waved his hands without saying a word. It appeared that he was a 
dumb man. 

“The next man would decide the bet. He was a young man from the country, 
and didn’t look like a talkative chap. But when he got hold of that brick his jaw 
seemed to become loose, and the way he blasphemed even shocked a parrot, and the 
butcher said he’d give a‘ fiver’ if he could talk like that. 

“ Gallagher had won. He rose up and explained the affair, The six, headed by 
the young man from the country, started for him as one man. They brushed the 
ceiling with him, used him as a football, threw him down the cellar, tore his clothes 
off, and—made him drink water | 

“They said they wanted to see if it would make him swear. 

“Tt did.” 

a % * * 

The same correspondent sent us a subscription for the Walton Statue, and 
offered to send the hat round among some angling acquaintances for the same 
purpose. We gladly accepted, and in a few days gota reply to the effect that 
“he could not get in a cent, and was blessed if he didn’t believe none of ’em had 
ever heard of Izaak Walton!” 

oS a a a a 

A clock, said to have belonged to Izaak Walton, is advertised for sale by 

auction in our columns. 
x 


a * a 
Mr. Silk, pisciculturist to the Marquis of Exeter, sends us the following 
“ Note ” :—‘ Sir, I arrived home from Germany with the largest quantity of 


fish that I ever attempted to carry. I got all the fish I had—viz., black bass, 
mirror and scale carp, golden tench, and orfe—in all, about 2,600 fish. All the 
carp go to Mr. Chambers, at the National Fish Culture Association— about 
1,000; twenty of these were large fish of 4Ib. to 6lb. each. The black bass 
Lord Exeter has retained for himself and friends, with the exception of a few, 
which are for sale. His lordship makes a present of one hundred to the Stam- 
ford Angling Association. Another lot goes to F. C. T. Gascoigne, Esq., Scot- 
land: Sir C. Mordaunt, 2,500 ; and Lord Montague some more. Herr Max von 
dem Borne’s men quite understand sending off fish in proper condition ; in fact, 
this was the best send off that I ever had to commence a journey with.—Yours 
truly, W. T. SILK.” 
at a a8 ae a 

Mr. J. Rowe, Fishing-tackle Maker, of Barnstaple, wants to buy some 
“Honey Dun and Burchin Game Fowls, Cocks and Hens.” Perhaps some 
reader can accommodate him ? 

ae ts at ae a 

A sea-serpent has been captured at last, without a struggle, without loss of 
life, and without satisfaction to the captors. The mysterious beast, béte noir of 
naturalists, was seen off San Diego, California, by several men, who, returning 
to their homes, gave a most wonderful account of its awe-inspiring appearance 
to their friends and relatives. Soon after that the great serpent was captured 
and towed ashore. It may be described as—— But a description of the sea- 
serpent is worthy of a separate paragraph. 

* * * * * 

It was made of wood, had been creosoted to protect it from decay, and at 
some period of history served the useful purpose of a wharf pile. It is said 
the men who first sighted it have left their native village for a time. 

* * * 


We give elsewhere an account of the capture of one of the largest salmon ever 
caught on a fly. 
a 


at ae ae at 


A gentleman of Sydney, New South Wales, gives an account of some curious 
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proceedings on the part of the ants and some other insects living on the low- 
lying ground near certain rivers of New South. Wales. Some time ago the 
natives noticed that the ants had left the ground and taken up their abode in 
the trees. The blacks at once said this was a sign of a great flood, and their 
prophecy came true. There had at that time been no rain, and there was no 
reason, so far as human understanding could perceive, to think that there would 
be a flood ; yet the ants apparently saw their danger months before the most 
skilled meteorologist could have predicted any peculiar change of weather. The 
natives believed in the ants, left the low-lying ground, and saved their cattle 


and goods. 


* * * ae 


In our “Notes” last week we printed some remarks on the subject of 
numbering hooks from a Mr. 8. Thomas, of Redditch. We.omitted to print an 
absurd attack upon Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell, which had nothing whatever 
to do with the question of the numbering of hooks, especially as Mr. Thomas 
stated he had been requested by several eminent hook-makers to write. We 
thought it rather extraordinary that any hook-makers of note should employ an 
unknown “hook-seller” to take up the cudgels for them against such an 
antagonist as Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell. We wrote to Mr. Thomas for the 
names of any hook-makers of note who had requested him to write ; but in his 
reply he gives us none. As he considers we have acted ‘“‘ most unfairly in sheltering 
Mr. Pennell” and ourselves from his attack, and intends to publish his abusive 
and irrelevant remarks elsewhere, we insert this note, and shall be glad if any 
hookmakers who employed Mr. Thomas to write in the way he has done, will 
send us their names. If there is any living writer who wants “sheltering ” from 
an attack, it certainly is not Mr. H. Cholmondeley-Pennell. There is an admis- 
sible and an inadmissible style of journalistic vituperation : Mr. Thomas’s style 
belongs to the inadmissible ; and, had we published his vulgar letter, we feel 
sure Mr. Pennell would only have treated it with contemptuous silence. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


[ We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as carly as possible, The 
should be addressed, “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible] 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly committee meeting was held on Monday ‘evening, November 1st, at 
the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell-road. In the unavoidable absence of the president 
and vice-president, Mr. Murphy was unanimously elected to the chair. Some time 
was spent in the investigation of valuable information received from several of our 
fisheries, the particulars of which cannot be made ‘public at present. A letter from 
the Gresham, containing an important resolution lately passed by that society regard- 
ing sea-fishing, was considered. Upon the proposition of Mr. Parker,'seconded by 
Mr, Manning, it was agreed to recommend to the delegates, at their next meeting, 
the adoption of the Gresham resolution. An application from the Maidstone 
Angling Society was next discussed, and was ordered to stand over until the dele- 
gates’ meeting. Mr, Murphy, in pursuance of notice of motion, proposed the 
formation of a committee to undertake all business in regard to rent- 
ing and preserving waters. This was considered most desirable, and 
will be recommended to the delegates for their sanction. Mr. Field handed to the 
. Secretary 14s, 6d. from the Brixton Wanderers Angling Society for the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent Fund. The secretary informed the meeting that at the last audit of the 
books of this and the Central Association, it was found that the Anglers’ Associa- 
tion had sold 2,907 privilege tickets and the Central 955. These numbers will 
regulate the proportion that each association will pay towards the “Fisheries 
Society” waters. A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the business 
at eleven o’clock,—H, J, TIBBArTs. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of of 14s. 6d. 
collected at the visit of the South London United to the Brixton Wanderers. The 
next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening next. Nov. 12th, 
at 8,30,—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

BATTERSHA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit of the Anglers’ Association (S.D.) was to the above club on Tues- 
day last, Nov. 2, and though the number of clubs represented was small, those pre- 
sent made up in strength, the well-known faces of Messrs. Field, Wright, Smith, and 
Bambridge being present. On proceeding to harmony some capital singing was 
rendered by Messrs, T, Denton, Paine, G, Cownden, Johnson, Bowley, Booth, E. Scott 
(Ye Old Blackfriars), Forrester (Second Surrey), Wellman (Clapham Junction), F, 
Webb, Slight (the Musical Box), Wright (Second Surrey), H. Dunn (Ye Old Black- 
friars), Jones (Clapham Junction), W. Evans, H. Harwood, W. Excell, and Harry 
Vane, anda most enjoyable evening was spent. On the roll being called, the follow- 
ing clubs answered : Clapham Junction, Battersea Friendly, Ye Old Blackfriars, 
Peckham, Second Surrey, Putney United, and Park Town.. The next visit will be to 
the Ye Old Blackfriars, On the 31st ult, Mr. W. Burkett weighed-in roach from 
Amberley, one going 11b. 30z.; and Mr. Mumford roach from the same place. The 
next contest will take place at Shepperton on the 14th inst. for three prizes. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Friday last the meeting of this society was again up to the standard. Mr. J. 
Wright (Second Surrey) and Mr. Bob Cassidy favoured us with a visit. The prize 
list for the outing on Noy. 14th was further augmented by Messrs, Williams, Massey, 
jun., Langton, Baker, Cole, J, Smith, and 8, Bryan. Mr. J. Deplidge was unani- 
mously elected chairman, and Mr. J. Alexander vice-chairman, for the month ; a 
hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. H. Bryan and Mr, G. Ersser upon their re- 
tirement from chair and vice-chair respectively. A very merry and pleasant evening 
was spent, most of the roosters on the barn warbling “Razors in the Air.” Sport 
was fair on the 31st, The following members contributed to the weigh-in :—Massey. 
jun., two bream, 6lb, 14$0z., the largest weighing 41b. 3%0z.; H. Bryan, seven roach, 
4lb, loz. ; G. Salisbury, seven roach, 3lb, 740z. ; J. Smith, seven ditto, 2lb, 150z.; G. 
Errser, three ditto, 11b. 740z. ; Massey, sen., three ditto, 1loz. ; T. Deplidge, two ditto, 
930z. ; and 8, Bryan, one ditto, 9oz. ; total weight, 201b, 1030z, “The next ladies’ con- 
cert will be held on Friday, Noy. 12th, when the presentation of the quarter’s prizes 
will take place, All wily sportists are invited to the Brunswick Arms, Brunswick- 
street, Blackfriars, on all festive occasions by—STEWART BRYAN, 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The secretary humbly apologises to the fishing world for neglecting to report the 
sayings and doings of “Ye Olde Blacke Friars” for the last few weeks. However, 
“Here we are again.” The meeting of members and friends on Friday, the 29th 
ult., was indeed a crowded one, Mr, J. Wilton presided, with Mr. W. Poole in the 
vice-chair, It was arranged that the society should fish a roving match on the 7th 
inst. at Windsor for five prizes, presented by Messrs. W. Poole, John Smith, L. W., 
Innocent, and Harry Dunn. The cash accounts and minutes were confirmed as sub- 
mitted. Messrs. A. Scott, W. Llewellyn, and J. Brian were balloted members. Other 
business concluded, the president declared the books closed. Mr. Scott presided, at 
the pianoforte and played some selected pieces from “ Babil and Bijou,” after which 
he sang. The following gentlemen contributed to the harmony :—Messrs. W. 
Llewellyn, Brian, Summers, H. Dunn, W. Hutchins, and Williams, The meeting 
closed with a vote of thanks to the chairman, The weighing-in on the 31st ult. by 
Messrs. W. Hutchins, W. Poole, W. Llwellyn, and A. Scott wasfair, Ye Olde Blacke 
Friars on Tuesday, the 2nd, were represented at the visit of the Anglers’ Association 
to the Battersea Friendly Angling Society by Messrs, Harry Dunn, W. Hutchins, A, 


Scott, W. Poole, and John Smith, and were well received. It was announced aftet 
the roll had been called that the next visit of the Anglers’ Association would be to 
the Friars. When the date is fixed due notice will be sent to the secretaries of the 
various societies.—JOHN SMITH, hon. sec. 


BRIXTON WANDERERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit of the South London United visiting list was paid to the above 
club on the 28th ult., the chair being taken by your humble servant ably supported 
by Mr. W. Sparrow. The room was decorated with some very choice ferns and ever- 
greens kindly lent by Mrs, Lea, our excellent hostess, and other flowers and fishes 
supplied by Messrs. Sparrow Brothers, At the time of calling the roll there were 
twelve other clubs represented, the members of each contributing very much towards 
the success of the evening. The following gentlemen contributed to the harmony 
of the evening :—Messrs. G. Ansell, Brooks, Stiddolph, Wellman, Melrose, Page, 
Broadway, Bryan, Bartlett, and several others too numerous to mention. During 
the evening there was a collection made in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, 
The sum of 14s. 6d, was collected and handed to Mr, Field, who duly acknowledged 
the same. A hearty vote of thanks was then proposed to that gentleman by Mr. 
Turley and carried. A very pleasant evening was spent. Some of our members 
have had some good sport lately. Mr. C. Sparrow and myself were out with Godin 
at Cookham on the 20th inst., and took about 301b. of roach and dace; out again on 
the 24th inst. with Mr, W. Sparrow we had 15lb. or 16lb. of roach and dace. Mr. Peed 
also had a very nice show from the same place. Other members have also had some 
good sport.—G, ANSELL, hon. sec. E 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. % 

The first smoking concert of the season was held at the club-room on Monday, 
Noy. 1, and was very largely attended. Among those present were Messrs. C, Mill- 
bourn, G. R. Reeves, R. W. Hobden, F.’E. Longley, W. Hodgkinson, A. Mayman: N, 
B. Beete, J. Barker, H. Hetley, F. Hamilton, J.H. Crofts, P. Bates, F. Thorp, T. Fee- 
sham, G. Hodgkinson, A. Smith, 8. George, J. H. Dobbs, F. Syer, J. Elliott, J. Shaw, 
W. Gascoyne, W. Hyans, W. Adams, G. W. Bird, W. Fleet, W. Myall, J. Farrant, A. L. 
Simoni, G. Butterworth, EH. Wallis, J. Seigenberg, D. Lazarus, F. Thorp, A. Davidson, 
F, Fewker, A. J. Smith, HE, Huggins, J. Matthews, C. Thompson, W. Allard, G, Edgar, 
Holliday, and many others. During the evening the following gentlemen contri- 


{ buted tothe harmony :—Messrs. N. B. Beete, G. Butterworth, J. H. Dobbs, A. J, 


Smith, E, Huggins, J. Mathews, Fred Hamilton, Fewker, C. Thompson, G. R. Reeves, 
W. Allard, Feecham, J. Matthews, A. J. Smith, P. Bates, C. Thompson, W. W, 
Fleet, G. Edgar, R. W. Hobden, W. Evans, and Holliday. Mr. A. L. Simoni 
presided at the piano. The hon. secretary announced the following takes since 
last report :—Mr. Hobden, Bourne End, one chub, 3lb. 20z.; Mr. A. Mayman, 
Blunham, one jack, 7lb. 1030z.; Mr. Millbourn, one jack, 2lb. 030z., one perch, 
740z., three roach, 1lb. 1}0z. The club competition for a silver cup, value five 
guineas, for the gross weight of all fish (pike excepted), sizeable in accordance 
with the club rules, caught between 9.30 a.m, and 5 p.m., with one rod only, between 
Richmond-road Bridge and Kew-road Bridge, took place on Wednesday, Nov. 3rd, 
The competition was won by Mr. George Reeves with roach and dace, weighing 
5lb, loz.—F,, H, LONGLEY, hon. sec. 
CAMBRIDGH FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The return visit to the above society took place on Wednesday, the 27th ult., an 
was fairly well attended. Mr. George Evans (Westbourne Park) was an excellent 
chairman, faced by Mr. Hdwin Allen (Cambridge Friendly) as vice. The chairman 
opened the harmony of the evening by effectively singing “ The Tailor’s Anniversary 
Trip.” Once the ball set rolling, there was no lack of good talent forthcoming, 
each and every one doing their utmost to contribute to the success of the evening, 
The calling of the roll elicited the fact that eleven societies were represented—viz., 
Bostonians, Burnaby, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, Golden Barbel, 
Hammersmith United, Midland, Prince of Wales, Royal George, and Westbourne 
Park. On behalf of my society, I beg to thank those gentlemen most heartily for 
their kind attendance and the able manner in which they responded to the calls 
made on them by the chair and vice-chair respectively. The next visit goes to the 
Cobden, due notice of which will be given.—W. SUTTON, sec. 


CLAPTON, 

The weekly meeting was held at the Swan on Monday last, Mr. Geo. Colls in 
the chair, when ordinary business was transacted, including the election (nem. con.) 
of two new members. We had a fine show of jack, one scaling 141b., another 81hb., 
and five smaller ones. These fell to the skill’of{one of our new members, to whose 
credit I¥am pleased to bear testimony as an ardent and skilful angler whose prowess 
has “before resulted in several handsome displays of fish. Mr. Colls, accompanying 
him, had several jack. We finally decided to have the boom placed across the Copper 
Mill stream at the first bridge by Horse Shoe Point. This will enable the whole of 
the stream, up to the waterworks, to be thoroughly protected ; and, I am sure, as we 
intend haying some swims properly cleared out, that we have a piece of water that 
will show splendid results in sport to our members, The notices of the return visit 
to the Izaak Walton, also Mr. Cotterell’s notice as to the meeting 7¢ our good and 
valued friend R, Ghurney’s proposed testimonial, were read. Both falling on the same 
night—viz., Tuesday next, israther awkward, thejproblem not being yet solved, hows 
ever much desired, of one person being in two places at once. I mean, however, to be 
present at both ‘meetings, and I daresay I shall have some friends with me, A 
cordial vote of thanks to our chairman closed a pleasant evening.— HENRY, Howsp, 
hon, sec. ee 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. i Ie 

Our smoking concert in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society took placeon 

Monday last at the Crown Inn, Church-street, Shoreditch, and was very well 


| attended, several members bringing their wives to share in their enjoyment, The 


chair was taken by Mr. H. J. Tibbatts, who was ably supported by Mr, W, H. 
Beckett in the vice-chair. The chairman opened the proceedings, and the following 
gentlemen contributed to the harmony :-—Messrs, Salmon, Huggett, R. J. Markham, 
Snooks, Hunt (Hoxton Bros.), Maybury, Star (Waltonians), E. H. Mead, Harry 
Eyans, Clayton, Winter, Archer, Beckett, and Mrs, Lord. The chairman said a few 
words as to the object for which the concert was held, and invited subscriptions for 
the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and the result will, I think, be found very satis- 
factory when our box is opened. A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman finished 
one of the happiest evenings of the Good Intent Angling Snciety.—R, Murpnry, 
sec. we 
GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY, Be 
On the 3lst the following members weighed-in fish from various rivers :—C. Li, 
roach and dace; J. Trowbridge, roach; J. Green, roach and perch; De Perran, 
roach ; Chapman, roach; Lawford, roach and dace; Fowler, roach and perch; 
A, and G. Crow also had fish, making the gross weight up to about 35lb. Gentle- 
men intending to take part in the November competition at Goring on the 7th are 
informed that the train leaves Paddington at 9.5 for that station. I am sorry I 
cannot accept the invitation for the same on that date, the “ Pedal Decorator” of 
the “ Pixies” in embryo having claims on the exchequer of the matured “ Pixie” 
preventing. I wish all members success on this occasion. I hope to visit the “dear 
old spot,” Shiplake, about the 15th, and shall be pleased to meet some old familiar 
faces, —PIXIE. Gia 
GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. i 
On the 31st ult. the following members weighed-in some nice roach from the 
Thames :—Messrs, F. Watling, 11lb, 30z,; G. Watling, 5lb. 90z,; A. Hambridge, 
5lb.120z.; Graves, 11b. 50z.; W, Parkin, 21b. 40z.; J. K, Fitch, 2lb. ; Richard Hughes, 
jack, 3lb, 50z,; J. Cartwright, roach, 1lb, 6oz. Messrs, J. Smith and J. Cooper tried 
Pulborough, but only hadafew roach, Mr.S, Smith secured third prize in the recent 
competition at Maidstone. On the 30th ult, we were favoured with a visit from the 
worthy host (Mr. John Wilson) and seyeral members of the Cooper's Arms Club, 
Platt-street, Nottingham, After viewing our fish we had a very pleasant hour’s chat 
(of course piscatorial), when they had to leave to catch the 12 p.m, train,—J, A. 
F ITOH, sec, Jif 4.0. 
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HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 31st ult. we had a fair show of fish. A. Hattémore, over 91b, roach and 
dace ; T. Haycox, 11b. 12}0z. roach ; S. Cole, 11b. 11{0z. roach ; W. Pledger, 41b. oz. 
roach and dace; and G. Hunt, 3lb. 60z. roach, being the winner of the match, with 
B. Simpson, who did not weigh in.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 
HULME CROWN (AMALGAMATED) ANGLING SOCIETY, MANCHESTER. 

The members of the above society met at the club-house, 185, City-road, Hulme, on 
Monday, 25th October, and sat down to a substantial dinner provided by Host 
Peacock, After the removal of the cloth the chair was,taken by the president, Mr. 
Jno. Hampson, and a very pleasant evening was spent, nearly all present contri- 
buting to the harmony. During the evening the secretary mentioned the absence of 
two of the members, one who, he regretted to say, was laid up with a very serious 
ere and 4 was pope by me perators present that he would have a speedy 

ery. e proceedings were brought to a cl 
the chairman and the host and hostess.—J. B. ore ie isen ae ieee 
; INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 31st ult. we fished at Sunbury for a sweepstake and four prizes, which 
were all taken, The following is the result: 1st, Mr. R. Clark ; 2nd, Mr.S. Holder ; 
3rd, Mr. H. Pyne ; 4th, Mr. W. Whiteley; 5th, Mr. H. Bigsley. The following also 
weighed-in : Messsrs. Morgan, North, Geale, Putt, and Pain. Mr. Wilson, an hon. 
member, had a nice show of roach, Mr. G. Holder was nominated last Tuesday 
evening as a member of the above society.—R. CLARK, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Messrs. A. Bass and H. Butt weighed-in roach on the 31st ult. Mr, H. Butt had 
a tray of roach again on Wednesday. The special prize given by Mr. N. Martin to 
be fished for on Weduesday last in the Rye House water was not taken. The next 
return visit (No. 1 Eastern District) will be to the above society on Tuesday, Nov. 9, 
when we shall be very glad to welcome any of our angling friends.—H. B, 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We have removed from the Canton Hotel, and are now located at the Justice 

Hotel, 2, Hatton-garden, Liverpool. Those int2rested in any way please note.—Rb. 


WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 
_MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly meeting took place on Wednesday evening ; the minutes of pre- 
vious meeting night were passed as read, Mr. N. Nottage was elected a member of 
the society. The election of officers for the ensuing six months then took place, 
and as the president, Mr, F, Ashton, declined to stand for re-election, owing to 
being unable to attend regularly, Mr. W. Gillies was elected president, Mr. C. 8. 
Blackman vice-president ; Messrs. J. Bunn and CG. S. Blackman, delegates to the 
Anglers’ Association ; Messrs. J. G. Feaks and J. Short, auditors ; Messrs. J. Comber, 
J: G. Feaks, J. Short, J. McDermott, and J. Bunn, members of committee ; Mr. J.8. 
Wilson, treasurer ; and Mr, A. May, secretary. During last week the following 
weighed-in :—Mr. Short. jack and perch; Mr. Blackman, perch and dace; Mr. 
Bunn, roach and dace ; and Mr, Gillies, roach and dace. Members are requested to 
attend early next Wednesday, when the balance-sheet will be brought forward, and 
the winners of the half-yearly prizes will be announced.—A. May, hon. sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 3ist ult. Messrs. Holman and Hayes had jack from the Welsh Harp ; 
Messrs. Billings and Prochl, roach; Mr. Swain, roach and jack; Mr. Underwood, 
jack, from the Thames. Membersare hereby informed that Thursday next, the 11th 
inst,, will be quarterly night.—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
‘ A match for the president's cup was fished for on October 31st, and resultec 
in the favour of Mr, Watkins, which scores one in his favour, the cup havivg to be 
won three times before it becomes the property of the winner. There was a large 
meeting of the members last Tuesday evening, and among other business done was 
the acceptation of the resignation of the late secretary, and the election of Mr. W. 
R. Matthews to that position. An open match for a series of prizes will take place 
on Noyember 7th. All competitors to start onthe morning.—W. R. MATTHEWS, sec. 
PRINCE ARTHUR PISCATORIALS. 

Owing to the boisterous state of the weather on the 24th ult. only a few of our 
members went out, the consequence being that a very small show of fish was 
weighed-in at the club-room in the evening. Mr, Andrews had several very nice 
dace, the largest being llfoz, On the 28th ult. the third of a series of matches that 
have been arranged between individual members took place at Richmond. The 
match was between Messrs. Hayward and Giles and Messrs. Lucy and Walton, the 
losers to pay the whole of the expenses of the day’s outing. A considerable amount 
of speculation took place among the members as to what would be the result of the 
contest, and Messrs, Walton and Lucy were slightly the favourites. The members 
started from Westbourne Park by the first morning train, and reached Richmond 
soon after 7.30, It was some time after this before the punts were placed in position, 
but this haying been done the match commenced in earnest. At first Messrs. Hay- 
ward and Giles were slow in taking fish, while their opponents were somewhat more 
fortunate. For a time each party went on pretty evenly, although Mr. Hayward was 
gaining a little, Messrs, Lucy and Walton finding that the-fish were not feeding very 
freely shifted their punt ; but unfortunately it did not improve their position, but 
rather the reverse. Messrs. Hayward and Giles stuck to their swim, and found that 
the fish were coming well on, and up to twelve oclock had about 7lb. and 41b. 
each respectively. ‘They kept on until darkness put an end to the contest, when 
all adjourned to a well-known hotel in Richmond, where a comfortable repast 
was served. Upon returning to town and weighing the fish, the following 
were the weights—viz., Mr. Hayward, 141b. 11oz.; Mr. Giles, 8lb. 1331b.; Mr. 
Lucy, 6lb. 3%0z.; and Mr. Walton, 3lb; 540%; The two former were, of course, 
declared the winners, and although tke fish were not large, they were of a fair average 
size, and consisted of roach and dace only. The weather was remarkably fine for the 
time of year, and contributed to make the day one of the most enjoyable that has 
been experienced this season.—J. HARRIS, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 3lst ult, fourteen of the members of the above society visited Windsor to 
compete for a series of prizes given by Messrs. I. Hill, J. Hutchinson, Storrar, 
Moulton, and W. H. Beckett. The portion of the river selected was between Haton 
Bridge and Surly Hall. ‘ Fish where you like between those two places” was the 
order given, and the following was the result in rotation :—J. Smith, roach; T. 
Hill, roach ; J. Clark, roach ;W. H, Flower, roach, dace, and barbel ; I. Davis, roach 
and dace; R. Smith, roach and dace ; Wigley, gudgeon ; R.. Chantry, roach. Mr. 
R. Smith was declared the winner of Mr. Beckett's prize; Mr. Storrar’s 
prize was not taken, therefore, it will remain over for November, 
At the meeting he!d on Wednesday evening Mr. R. Chantry, jun., offered a prize for 
the gross weight of fish taken on Sundays during November; and Mr. R, Chantry, 
sen,, will give a prize for the largest jack taken on any Wednesday during the same 
month, according to Thames rules. ‘A. discussion arose as to whether Wednesday 
fish shall take part in the gross weight and specimen prizes given for this year, the 
result being that a general meeting is called forthe 17th to decide this, and also the 
how and where. The prizes offered by Mr. land Mrs. T. Hughes, and also Mr. F. 
Beard shall be competed for at the end of this month.—PIXxIb, 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club met on the 3rd inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, Great 
Bath-street, H.C., when Mr. Aldridge was clected a member, and Mr. Gay and Mr, 
Bernard were proposed. Mr. Beecham showed a pretty brace of jack, weighing 
8lb; lloz. and 3lb. 540%. respectively. Srort was rather quiet on the 31st ult., Mr. 
Piggott weighing-in 2Lb. 101lb. of roach ; Mr, Robert Sharpless and Mz. Benton also 
having roach.—U. PIGGOTT, sec. 

ROYAL GHORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Three of our members weighed-in on the 31st ult,, namely, Mr. Chart, 51b. 802. 
roach; Mr. Brewer, 4ib, roach; a nd Mr. Carter, 3lb. roach., one of which turned the 
seale at 1lb. 50z., and is being set up. Our last mecting at the Hope will take place 
next Tuesday, when I should like to see as many as possible appear, so that we may 








wish our present landlord a hearty farewell previous to going to the White Hart 

Windmill-street, our future headquarters. Our housewarming, in the shape of a 
smoking concert, will be held on the 16th inst.—S, A. HAWKINS. 
SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 31st inst. we had avery fair show of fish, when the following members 

weighed-in :—Mr, Shead, roach ; Mr. R. Breedon, roach and bream ; Mr. J. Breedon, 

ditto; Mr, Free, roach; Mr. J. Smith, roach and chub, and Mr. Tipper, jack 


—F, §. 
ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club have decided to pay a complimentary visit to the 
Star Angling Club on Wednesday, Nov. 10th. The Star had their usual return visit 
some weeks ago, but owing to a hitch in the arrangements it was very badly 
attended. As they are a very good visiting club, we hope that all other clubs will 
assist us to make this visit a bump2r for them. At our usual weekly meeting last 
Friday, Mr. R. R, Child was unanimously elected a working member. On Oct. 31st 
several of our members were out, the result being a very good show of roach and 
dace. Messrs. Bray, Freethy, Thorling, C. Jeffreys, and Battensby weighing in fish. 
Mr. Thorling won the prize given for the largest jack caught during the month of 
October.—JOHN BATTENSBY, sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The last return visit on the above took place on Thursday, October 28th, at the 
Brixton Wanderers, when a good muster of anglers were present, fifteen clubs 
answering to the call of the roll. The next visit will go to the St. Alban’s, Royal 
George, New-street, Kennington, on Wednesday, Noy. 17th, when I hope to see the 
whole of the clubs representzd. The third competition of this season among the 
clubs on this list will take place at Windsor on Dec, 5.—J. CouRT. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

It is a pleasant duty to record, amongst other items, the capture of several pretty 
lots of roach and dace, weighed-in to well attended meetings. On October 31st, 
Messrs. Brady and Jacobs showed roach and dace, weighing 41b. 0}0z., 41b. 80z., and 
5lb. 940z. respectively. Tuesday, November 2nd, Messrs. Gellson and Cherry, senr., 
4b. 640z.,and 1b. 90z. of roach. Mr. Hatfield, roach,181b. 11oz., and one perch I1b. 1330z.; 
total weight for two days, 401b. 100z. It was proposed on Tuesday, Nov. 2nd, that 
the members of this society have a competition on Wednesday, Nov. 24th. Further 
particulars on Tuesday, Nov. 9th, when the past quarter’s accounts will be audited. 
CERASUS, sec, 

SOUTH HACKNEY ‘ANGLING CLUB. 

The members were out on the 3lst ult., but had little sport. Mr. Webb 
weighed-in splendid roach. The members fish a peg-down match on the 7th inst., 
leaving Hackney Downs Station by 9.19 train.—J. COTTERELL. 

THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

There isevery prospect of the 48th Anniversary Dinner which is to take place at 
the Holborn Restaurant on Thursday, November 25th, being one.of a large and in- 
fluential character. Upwards of sixty gentlemen have already sent in their names 
as stewards, and others who did not care to appear as such have sent orders for tickets 
The arrangement of tickets a5 7s. Gd. each has given great satisfaction. Morning 
dress is understood on these occasions the custom. The dinner committee are anxious 
to make the musical portion of the evening of a prominent and attractive character 
by the engagement of some first-class vocalists. The attendance is by no means 
limited to the members and their friends, and tickets can be obtained, by remittance 
of a postal order, addressed to Mr, W. H. Brougham, Swayfield Villa, Hounslow .—B 


UNITED BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY (KIDDERMINSTER). 

The Severn is once more fishable, after being flooded more or less the last three 
weeks. On Monday last it was in splended condition, and some good baskets of fish 
were taken: one of ours had a good basket of chub, one fish going 5lb. This is the 
best fish of its class I have heard of being taken for some years out of the Severn. 
Some few years ago two of our anglers, in a catch of 70lb., had a brace of chub 
which weighed 64 and 74lb., respectively ; while another fish was taken with the net: 
that weighed 91b, ‘This fish had been hooked three times previously, there being the 
gub bottoms attached to its*mouth when taken with the net. There have been 
several grayling taken lately from the Severn (while fishing for dace), varying from 
100z. to 14oz, each fish, which is a proof that the river would be as prolific as it was 
years ago if the netting was done away with, and it should be when we consider the 
amount of fish of all classes (indigenous) and all sizes that is destroyed, and also the 
amount paid by the angler for licenses over the netters. Let us hope the Home 
Secretary will readily assent to the resolution passed by the Severn Board of Con- 
servators a few weeks ago.—E. E. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

On the 31st ult., a great number of the above members competed for ten valuable 
prizes at Ware, pegged-down, which resulted in all prizes being taken, and which 
has been one of the most successful pegged-down matches this society has ever 
fished, and I might say one of the most exciting, as no less than five members were 
ties; but Iam pleased to say that everything was settled satisfactorily in the end, 
the gentlemen that had ties arranging between themselves which prize they should 
take. Result :—Messrs. C. Climpson, Ist ; W. Lawes, 2nd; H. Tyler, 3rd ; R. Lawes, 
sen., 4th, and special prize for the largest fish ; Champion, 5th ; F. Watts, 6th ; W. 
Tyler, 7th ; Stear, 8th ; W. Windred, 9th ; F. Penton, 10th. All members arrived 
in good time except two of our best roach anglers, who, after a smart chase, just 
managed to land in the licensed yictuallers’ train ; it wants doing.—H. T. 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

Members are reminded that a prize will be fished for on Noy. 9th and 14th, 
punt only, between Moulsey Lock and Sunbury Lock, not less than 12 to go 
out; minimum weight 4b, Also that another prize presented by one of our members 
will be fished for on the same dates, not less than eight members to go out, anywhere 
in the ‘thames above Moulsey Lock; minimum weight 3lb. Also that a money 
prize, the residue of the last competition, together with a sum added by one of our 
members, will be fished for anywhere in the Thames above Moulsey Lock:; minimum 
weight, 1,2, and 3lb. In this case, members who took prizes in the last match are 
excluded, the result being :—T. Speed, Ist; RB. T. Christmas, 2nd; and J, Johnston, 
third—all pant ;J. Benham, 3rd, bank. On Thursday last there was a very nice show 
of perch and roach from private water.—G. 5. B. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Thursday, Nov. 4th, Mr. Bayley in the 
chair. Members present—Messrs. Piolaine, Crowne, Brodie, Wood, Smith, Allard, 
Bayley, Haines (D.B.), Hibble, W. L. Griffin, and several friends. The minutes of 
the previous meeting were read and confirmed. For the competition on Thursday, 
Nov. 11th, it was proposed by Mr. Piolaine, and seconded by Mr. Brodie, that it be 
an open one, public or private, punt or bank, Mr. Tibble weighed-in a nice show 
of roach from Chelmsford, one of them going llb. loz. We shall be pleased with 
the company of any friends who like to join our supper-party on Tuesday evening 
next, Nov. 9th, at 8.30 p.m., by giving their names to our host, Mr. Cubitt Cooke, on 
or before the evening of the 7th. ‘Tariff, 2s. 6d.—W. L. GRIFFIN, sec. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIBTY. 

On the 31st ult. we had a fair show of fish, Mr. Wright, roach and dace; Mr. 
Hopkins, roach and dace, and a 3lb. jack; Mr. Sloper, roach and barbel from the 
Thames ; and Messrs. Turnbull and Chureh, roach and dace from the Lea. Mr. 
Hopkins takes gross weight for the month ; and Mr. Sloper wins Mr. Mayo’s prize, 
value £3 3s., for barbel in August, September, and October. On Wednesday, two 
new members, Mr. A.'I’. Wingrove and Mr. William Aylott, were balloted for, and 
duly elected. The particulars of match on the 21st will be arranged next W ednes- 
day, for prizes given by Messrs. Dartnall, Hills, Maitland, Hopkins, and Sloper.— 
W. W. ALEXANDER, sec, 

TAS ST 
SS 


BIRTH. 
NOVEMBER 4, at Cayau Villa, C roydoa, the wife of R, B, Marston of a daughter. 
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ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 
Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 





satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. Bape eee 
Without above Mark THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. OF 
ad re rear eel oe ee SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. EXHIBITING. 


Genuine. ; Lae 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD ;— 

“ My experi f the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends cider naires napuity ae leet and thoy looked so much like business that I ordered a Jine that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. aye This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quit3 good for the chances of 1886, They are, in short, the 
best lines If ever had.” ; Ae. 

RP. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 

“ [ have used the Improvep ‘Acme’ Line lastseason and this. The dressing weirs perfect!y smooth, and the metal never obtrudes. YOU HAV4 GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LIXE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1835. 

Mr, Chaimondele;-enneli’s New Patent *'Whip'ash” Tapzr are now Soely Manufactured by u3 with and without 


Metal Centre. Prez 210. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” § and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the prics inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yards. 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. CATALOGUES POSFr FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, | POST FREE FOR S!X STAMPS. 


MANUFACTURED BY Tv #H E 


REDPATH & CO, 
WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-CN-TW HED. 





owen el abe hee ea The Ludicrous Experiences of an Old Sportsman 
after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 
Hels, and Suckers. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSF, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSH, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNER’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOdgEL: }| eee 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. PO3T FREE FOR SIX STAMPS OF THE 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is MANAGER OF THE “FISHING GAZE TTE ” 
’ 


especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 12, and 138, Fetter Lane, London. 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 


4 2 eS See See 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 
ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 o’clock. Table d’Hote « OO P E R q OO P E R & 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Te.and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can a 


arrange for full board at 83.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
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es ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per COOPER COOPER AND CQ, not only SELL the 
ay, 1s. 6d. 3 R OHS t i 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and SE L Prisinesn solely inline exis of tho choise eaten tue eae 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tes at a 


Day and Night Porters always in attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken. THR at 2s. 6d.,and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first My f 
2s. 6d., a1 3. d, ; e ar rst-crop Teas o 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 


FIVEgn prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flayour; 





others, again, possess immense strength and pungency:; in fact 
BPSLABEIS HED EWOSCENDLURIES: ry among them there are sufficient varieties to ute oar tana but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
EA’ j ‘O) N A N D D I ; i I < R respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
Oy 5 careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
M f t f : é from India and tie Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
rapa a a cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
anulacturers or every Descr iption of TH varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE 1S NO BETTER TBA. 
i i ei - Wo Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and Co, 
t ip A C iK i a R Chief Office—50, King William-strect, London Bridge, E.C. Branch 
i YA Prog HD Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 

= circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, Hi 
(BEST QUALIT Vi ONLY), les Holborn, W.C., London, ‘ aa 
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GENUINE RED DEER'S TAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOMED Lo, Loud privae, ec, || COOPER COOPER & CO., 


One minute's walk from Monument Station, District Railway. EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W’.C. 
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IMPROVED SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 


recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 38911. 


FARLOW'S NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX, 


Regd, No, 44533. 


FARLOW’S IMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET, 


Very Light. 


NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE NOW READY, GRATIS. 
Telephone No, 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, “AND:TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined.”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 


PATENT ‘BICKERDYKE” ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886, 
THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 
For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &e. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water in the Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 " Putney. 
45 7 Hammersmith, 
50 -F Barnes, 
Add’ 55 Fr Kew. 
75 Pe Richmond, 
80 Fr Twickenham, 
(85 ; Teddington. 


’ 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 
For Times or High WAtrak AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, November 6 ose 9.44 an aa 10.20 
Sunday, Ss ii Ee 10.54 dee pat 11.24 
Monday, i 8 ae HeG 11.52 aXe pds 12.0 

Tuesday, ms 9 ey BOG 12.13 is 12.33 
Wednesday, a 10 oe ae 12.53 1.10 
Thursday, op 11 aes ee 1.28 tae sige 1.45 
Friday, ey 3 ae Be we 2,17 


gS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to th 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Hetter-lane, Londom 
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THR LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

Anglers during the past week have been conspicuous by their absence, although 
the water is in capital condition. The tidal waters have been exceedingly well 
patronised ; but the results of this season have not been anything like so good as 
some of the previous seasons, and especially last year. There has been no cause of 
complaint of mud-banks and extreme lowness of water, nor have the barbel fishers 
had the same chance of getting them within limits, and securing some great takes. 
Attention is being directed now to protecting the new portion of preserved water 
below Richmond Bridge by the T.A.P.S., in the sinking of punts and other things 
suitable to protect the river and preserve the fish. The returns from the portion of 
river above Teddington Lock are very meagre, and there has been no exceptionally 
good takes. A gentleman fishing for perch with John Johnson, sen., at Kingston 
on Monday last, two small perch were caught on a Paternoster, and both being un- 
sizeable were put back again ; one of them was badly hooked, and, being sickly, 
floated for a second or two, and then there was a great splash and commotion—the 
perch had gone, and it had been taken by a large jack within six feet from the punt. 
It has been reported to the Committee of the T.A.P.S. that during the last month the 
Surbiton sewer has been rigidly watched, that strangers have been employed to 
angle with the others, and the river keepers have each day been on the alert and 
in the frequent examination of the wells of the punts. It should be explained that 
in this portion of the river the anglers by the local Act are not permitted to 
fish from the bank, and one of the fishermen places two or three punts abreast, 
and charges one shilling each for the anglers. The official reports are that all 
has gone on satisfactorily, and it has been observed that the fish are measured, 
and all the small ones are returned. The same vigilance is still to be exercised, 
and it is hoped with satisfaction to those who have expressed anxiety about it. 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicuMoNpD.—Henry Howard, in two and a half days, fourteen dozen of roach and 
dace ; George Platt, in one day, seventeen dozen, and in three other days twenty 
dozen, and in addition five jack ; Christopher Brown, during the week, 40lb. ; and 
Job Brain, 601b.; Henry Mansell, in two days, twelve dozen. 

WICKENHAM.—George Coxen, in three days, 301b. of roach and dace ; John Coxen, 
in two days, twelve dozen ; F, Wiggins, in two days, 26lb.; J. Frost, in two days, 
sixteen dozen ; Samuel Cole, in three days, 501b. ; Richard Moffatt, in two anda 
half days, thirty dozen , Charles Hennessey, in three days, fifteen dozen ; Pert Ham- 
merton, in two days, 32lb.; J. Dobbin, in four days, 56lb.; Henry Spiers, in three 
days, 541b.; Richard Coxen, in three days, 2031b. anda couple of bream ; John Strong, 
in seven days, 1101b. ; Edward Finch, in four days, 35lb. and eight bream. 

TEDDINGTON.—Charles Baldwin, in one day, with Mr. F. Turner, 201b. of dace and 
one bream ; Joseph Baldwin, in two days, eight dozen and five bream ; W. McBride, 
in three days, five jack, five bream, and six dozen of dace. The water is in good 
condition, and the fishermen in the tideway are doing well. 

Kixasron.—John Johnson, sen., says: “ There has been but little doing here this 
week, The water has fined down again, and the gudgeon again on the feed. The 
roach are numerous, but five out of seven scarcely come up to the Thames standard. 
John Johnson, jun., has done nothing with the bream—only a few barbel and roach. 
J. Wilks has taken a barbel of 4lb. and two or three jack. I have got a few good 
dace and roach and a perch or two.” 

HAmpron.—James Langshaw, in two days, one dozen of roach and a brace of 
jack. 

SunBuRY.—Edward Clarke, in one day, nine perch and one dozen of roach and 
dace, and another day four dozen of roach, 

WALTON.—H. Searle, in one day, three anda half dozen of roach and dace ; an 
angler from the banks a jack of 34lb.; another bank angler one of 44lb.; John 
Hone, one day, one jack, two barbel, and one bream ; and another day, a jack of 61b., 
two bream, and three dozen of roach, 

WrYBRIDGE,—Herbert Curr, in one day, two jack and four dozen of roach and 
dace. 

JHERTSEY.—J. Poulter, in one day, a jack of 2lb. 930z. 

SrainEs.—George Osman, during the week, ten dozen of roach, three jack, two 
chub, and five perch. John Keene, jun., in six days, twenty-five dozen of roach, 
seven jack (largest 641b.), seven brace of perch, five barbel, and two chub, 








UPPER THAMES. 


Not only “a cute angle,” but the veriest tyro in the gentle art would be in love 
with the present fishy condition of Father Thames. The late push of water has 
fairly swept and garnished the river, which has again dropped down with about its 
normal height and“ go,” and is in splendid colour for any seasonable fishing. I 
glean from all river stations that roach have been had in galore, also jack, chub, 
and perch. The latter fish, in consequence of frosty nights, are herding, and may 
be had with minnows and small gudgeon in preference to red worms. As it would 
hardly interest to detail the takes, of roach chiefly, during the past week, I must 
wait until I get a more interesting budget. Thursday night.—With regard to 
roach, the cry is “still they come,” and perch and jack are also active. Weather 
superb, with westerly breeze.—MARLOW BUZZ. 


Thames (Datchet). 


The past week has been too mild for fish to feed much. Very few have been out. 
I was out on the 30th ult. and took eight dozen dace and roach with a patron ; on 
the 31st, jack-fishing, it was too mild for jack to feed ; we had three runs, one good 
fish broke away—how often that happens! On the 2nd inst., rana very large fish 
spinning ; it is no exaggeration when I say the fish was near 301b. I thought at 
one time he would be safely landed, till he went into a mass of weeds—and they 
are thick in that particular spot. He stopped till he was touched up with the pole ; 
then he made another run, and by the time he stopped I should say there was a ton 
of weeds over the line. All attempts to extricate it was useless, and with great 
difficulty the line was got back minus the hooks.—G, LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Goring). 

Water has been in good order for jack and perch during this last week. My best 
days : five jack (two largest jack 16lb.), and four dozen of roach. Jack coming on 
better. Prospects look well for the next few days. Thursday : water now in good 
order for all sorts of fishing.—JOHN RUSH. 


Thames (Windsor). 

Water at time of writing could not be in better condition for all-round angling, 
more especially for jack, which are now enabled, through clearance of weed by the 
recent push of water, to sight their bait from a considerable distance. One angler, 
fishing the well-known Athens flam in this neighbourhood, taking eight in quick 
succession, having to return a brace under size. Though several have been taken, 
the largest of the week, caught by Mr. H. Stinton, of Eton, only scaled 431b. Barbel 
are still feeding, though we have had some sharp frosts. Mr.'Toulmin, out with R. 
Gray, 29th ult., had a brace, his fisherman in three-quarters of an hour after his 
departure, taking two barbel, 6lb., one trout, 5lb. (returned), and two chub going 
5lb. Mr. Barwell, of the Friendly Anglers, with the same fisherman, 27th ult., had, 
amongst others, a fine barbel of 7lb. Many have also been had by bank fishermen 
in the neighbourhood of Surly Hall. Roach are feeding well, and some heavy fish 
have been bagged, the best being 1{lb., taken by Mr. Harbard, of Eton.—B. 8. BAm- 
BRIDGE. “ 

Ancholme (Caistor). 

Up to yesterday afternoon the weather was very fine and pleasant, and fishing has 
been good during the whole of the week. At the time of writing this report it is 
colder, with rain. The falling leaves are now a considerable nuisance. ‘The first 
eggs of the season were taken yesterday at the Manor Fishery.—THoMAS FORD. 
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Avon (Ringwood). 

The river here is in good condition, and we have had some good catches of roach 
and jack, Mr. Waters landing 571b, of roach, and a nice jack weighing 7lb.; Mr. 
Margetson taking twenty fine roach weighing 241b. The grayling are now onthe 
feed, and in capital condition,—C, WARD. 

Chichester. . : 

Heavy rains, succeeded by cold mornings, with slight frost, have prevailed this 
week, Pike have been feeding better at Chichester Canal. Mr. A. Young has secured 
a nice fish of 51b., and Mr, Brigden a pike of 7lb. in the neighbourhood of Hunston ; 
while at the basin, Mr. Stellwell has been accredited with a pike of 6lb., and Mr. 
Jas, Wright a fish of 41b., and another weighed a trifle less, Bream seem quite off 
feed, and perch very wary. In last week’s report I stated that roach and dace were 
feeding, more freely at Selham ; those who visited the Rother on Saturday and 
following days had good sport, some excellent baskets of fish being taken. A friend 
informs me it was the best take of fish he has had for some seasons, and that the 
roach were particularly fine specimens. In the upper reaches of the Ouse, roach 
and chub have given gocd'sport ; pike are on feed, but the foul bottom renders 
strong tackle and a short shrift for Esox Jwciws imperative. Weather this day fine 
and summerlike ; wind, south-west.—GroRGE F. SALTER, 

" Dove and its Tributaries. 

The heavy rain of yesterday (Wednesday) has again discoloured these streams, and 
has undoubtedly interfered seriously with sport amongst the grayling. It may be 
favourable to jack-fishing, The practice lately pretty much resorted to of jack- 
hunting with rifles cannot, however, fail to be somewhat interfered with, seeing that 
but little can be seen to shoot at through an odd few feet of thick liquid consisting 
of earth and water well mixed. The Dove above Rocester has of late years been 
somewhat thick—too thick—with biggish pike, and many have been the expedients 
tried to eradicate these freebooters from the preserves of trout and grayling, This, 
however, with, on the whole, not gratifying success, and as a desperate resource the 
gun, or rather rifle, has been called into request towards ousting out these objection- 
able intruders, Amongst many misses we hear of a hit in the case of a fish 4Ib. 
weight which was shot dead ; other fish have been wounded, though not altogether 
disabled, inasmuch as they managed to waddle away sufficiently fast to elude the 
marksman’s grasp. We hear of the formation of a new club to preserve a length of 
water some 2? miles in extent near here on the Doye, particulars of which we will 
give in a future report,—FosTEeR Bros., Ashbourne. 

Eden (Carlisle). 

Anglers are supposed to be “ hardly ever ” given to bad language ; but the broken 
weather is trying their tempers terribly, and if an occasional big one slips out is it 
to be wondered at, when the season is so near the close? On Friday, 29th ult., we 
had heavy rain, which made the river useless till Monday. It was right for three 
days, and then down came the rain again on Wednesday, and made another mess of 
it. The Crosby water has again been the most productive of sport. Mr. EH. L. 
Hough had four fish one day weighing 88lb. Mr. Hesketh Hodgson and party have 
landed two or three a day, chiefly with the Angel Minnow, and Col, Blackett killed 
a twenty-two pounder. In the Angling Association Water Mr, Cameron had two 
fish, 17 and 18lb.; Mr. W. Smith, two; Mr. T. Dayison, one ; Sergt. Bowe, two ; 
Sergt. Fox, one ; Mr. Dixon, one; Mr. Thompson, one ; and Mr. G. Potter a splendid 
fish of 341b, In the same water on Wednesday Mr. Story killed one, 201b,; Mr. 
Murchie, one, 25lb. ; and Mr. R. Archibold, one, 20lb. The same day, Rey. H. Whit- 
more landed a good fish at Armathwaite, and Colonel Sharp and Mr, W. Hough each 
one at Crosby. The river is now in full flood, and will scarcely be in order again 


this week, —SILVER GREY, 

: . Esk (Whitby). 

The following were the results of one day’s ‘fishing in the waters of the Esk :— 
Capt. J, Dinsdale, nine salmon (one weighing 191b); A. Z. Stewart, two; Mr, 
Dickson, one ; Captain Hay, two; Mr. Rudyard, two; Mr. Metcalf, two; Mr. 
Dennison, one (weight 1731b.) ; Mr. R. Calvert, one ; Mr. Linton, one; Mr, Dyson, 
two. Captain Dinsdale seems to have been the most successful local angler this 
season, having the other day landed his 50lb. salmon. 

age ae he ae Esk (Cumberland). 

Angling in this river closed yesterday. The past season did not open well, but it 
closed brilliantly. The river for the last month has been full of salmon, and rare 
sport has been obtained, as many as five salmon having been obtained at a fishing, 
The following were amongst the closing takes during the past few days in the 
Canonbie and the lower reaches of the river. Mr. R. Steel, Canonbie, had four salmon 
in the Red Lynn and Long Pools, weighing 22, 20, 161b. ; Mr. Brodie had also three 
in the Rice and Red Lynn Pools, weighing 22, 8, and 6lb.; Major Orme had a 16lb, 
fish in the Red Lynn Pools ; Mr. J. Wylie had two nice salmon, 17 and 201b., in the 
Bridge Pool. In Hollow’s Water, Mr. J. Steel had a salmon weighing 191b, ; and 
Mr. D, Little one of 171b. ; while among the takes recorded in the Willow Pool are 
those of Mr, Wm, Parkinson and Mr, J. Edgar, the former haying a fish of 20lb.,and 
the latter one of 171b.; Mr. D, Reid, Langholm, Mr. Park, Brooklyn Cottage, and Mr, 
W. Scott, Holmfoot, Langholm, had also excellent sport in the Canonbie waters, and 
captured some good salmon. Inthe Liddle, Mr. T, Graham had two salmon weighing 
14 and 201b. ; and Mr. A. Porteous had one 15lb. It is expected that the nets in the 


Esk will be bought out, at least for a time, by the Esk and Liddle Fisheries Associa- - 


tion ere another season comes round, Anglers are looking forward to better sport 
than ever in the future.—J. W. 
We Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing, The weather for several days past has been treacherous for fisher- 
men. On Friday last most of the boats went to sea, and were rewarded with fairly 
good catches, The 7vazer brought to shore about 8,000 herrings, and the Sea Lark 
about 7,000 ; other boats had from 1,200 to 5,000, besides some fine hake. Other boats 
have had some good catches of conger eel and cod, Some damage has been done to 
fishing nets by vessels and steamers running overthem. The Sva Lurk has had three 
nets cut away to-day (Thursday) by a tug-boat. Weather moderate, wind W.S.W.— 
EH, Comer, 

: Lake District. 

There have been a series of freshes during the week, though the streams are now 
back to their normal heights, Salmon and sea-fish still continue to run in enormous 
quantities, the former having reached even the highest tributaries, More salmon 
than trout are on the spawning beds, the latter being somewhat backward, So far, 
there appears to be only a few isolated cases of, disease, and even this is local. It 
may show up on the “redds,” however, when the fish get. to lying more closely, 
Some nice takes have brought the season to a close, the following anglers haying 
had fish as follows :—Messrs, Bigland,7; R. Park, 1; J. Whitehead, 6 ; G. Fisher, 
7; H. Beadle, 9; R, Gamert, 9, whilst others have had nice takes. In the Mint and 
Sprint, where fish do not usually lie, they are there in the pools this season in plenty. 


—EPHEMERA, 
. Lea (Tottenham), 

Two jack were taken on the 31st ult, in the Silkweed stream by Mr. Passmore, 
and, on the same date, one weighing 631b. was taken in Fofd’s water. On Tuesday 
a gentleman, fishing the Lower Pool, captured one of 431b,, and an eel of 11b. Mr. 
Bennett tried the fly (whipping) on Saturday last, and, although his catch was 
wanting in quantity, there was no lack of variety, two each of the following kinds of 
fish falling victims to a light Hare’s ear—vyiz., roach, dace, chub, and perch. Some 
fine dace have been taken during the weck by Mr. Hughes, baiting with gentles,— 
HACKLES Rep, , 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams aréin fair fishing condition, having gone down and cleared. Rain 
has been had, but has made little difference to the waters. Good grayling have 
been taken by those anglers who. have visited the waters. The baits principally 
used have been the grasshopper, maggot, and worm, Fly-fishing is very quiet, The 


wey. iy in good order for fishing, but little has been done in it this week,— 
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Leicester. 

Although the weather remains very favourable for angling, there has seemed a 
dulness amongst anglers the past week or so. This cannot be attributed to 
the state of the waters, as they are now in excellent condition for all kindsof winter 
fishing. Sport in the home waters has been but moderate. Bait catching has been 
the chief pursuit among the most prominent fishermen, who find this most profitable 
at this period of the year, when baits are the most difficult to obtain. A few 
anglers have been trying for pike and chub from the Leicester Society’s waters at 
Aylestone, but only an odd brace or two, and a few brace of chub were shown. At 
the waters adjacent to the town, pike-fishing has been most indulged in, and several 
nice lots have been landed during the week. Mr, T. Hardy had a brace and a half 
on Tuesday, averaging about 6lb.each. Rylott has again been devoting his spare 
time to the securing of chub and roach, and in this he has been very successful. The 
best sport in the town waters is being obtained from the West Bridge pond, and 
some large takes of roach have been had from here. Thursday was bright and 
pleasant. Waters in good condition.—ALERT, 


Lower Derwent (Derby). 
The prospects of anglers in this portion of the Derwent during the past week have 
been favourable, and a number of heavy catches of roach made. Several members 
of the “ Pride of Derby” Club have been successful, more especially in the early 
part of the week. Nothing of any importance has been done at Derby, in fact in 
the length of the Derwent from the county town to Duffield the sport has been 
meagre. At Duffield the club members haye fished their water, and some good 
grayling have been taken, Fishing, at Belper has been nil this week. At Amber- 
gate several anglers have tried conclusions, and met with a moderate amount of 
success. Grayling-fishing in this vicinity is now very good, the river hereabouts 
being well stocked. The bulk of the fish taken have been with the maggot. Mr. 
Walter Glossop has had a successful week amongst the grayling. The river isin 
good condition, and with a little frost grayling sport would be all’ that could:be 
desired.—G. ROBERT BRowN, the fa A 
Medway (Tonbridge). 
The water is too thick for angling, In-the early part of the week several good 
pike were captured, both above and below the town. Prospects of sport are good 
when the water fines down. YE Mrpway WATER RAT, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). renga me 

Sport has been very good since Monday, Several were oution the 31st ult., but 
did no good, although the water is in prime condition. I was out on Monday and 
took one, and four on Tuesday, largest 511b. Some local fishermen haye had some 
decent ones from 41b, to 6lb.. One fisherman was trying the roach on the 31st ult. 
and Monday, and caught a great many, but rather small, so they were returned to 
the water. It is to be hoped the jack will feed better very shortly, for the weather 
and water are both good, Prospects good. Subscriptions are required for fishing.— 
H. Rout, 

Severn (Gloucester). evs : 

Water now in good order. The few anglers who have fished this river during the 
past week haye had very good samples of roach and dace, taken with gentles. The 
river Frome is greatly improving. I have heard of some very good takes of roach 
and dace by Messrs. Allen, Mills, and Gough. This stream used to be one of the 
best in Gloucestershire for coarse ffshing ; but owing to the wholesale poisoning in 
1885, of which I haye previously referred to, sport has been very tame. At the 
Cambridge Arm some very good jack have been taken with live baits and snap tackle 
by Messrs. Wood, Boulton, Phillips, anda -gentleman,—SINGLE HAIR, 


Taw (North Devon). 

The rivers are in good condition, with plenty of salmon. There have been many 
taken—fish from 101b, to 301b, The peal that have been caught by real sportsmen 
have been put back, being unfit for food. I saw one about three weeks ago like a 
mackerel in size, but black ; this species of fish are unfit for food after September, 
The net-men haye caught, although out. of season, an immense number of salmon, 
which are sold for 4d, per pound. Just a few days ago a hamper with nine was 
detained at the railway, and the circumstance will appear before the court, lam 
told. Ata meeting of the Conservators on Friday last the inspector appeared, and 
hearda petition from the netmen to hayvesix to eight weeks added to their time, and the 
inspector ordered, on Saturday, three hauls to test the lateness of the river and con- 
dition of the fish, Iam told he got twelve fish, and promised his report in a day or 
two. But what appears strange, the men fish now and take all they can lay their 
hands on and sell at 4d. ; but, I suppose, ‘as they now sell privately at 4d., they only 
want to sell publicly at 1s. 6d. pér pound. | There are twelve days only left, and 
then the nets and rods must be laid aside for 1886. The leaves being so numerous, 
the minnow only can be used successfully.—Rusty GAME, 

- Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme in this part is slightly coloured, and has lowered since last week. Rain 

has fallen in this part, but up to the present has made but little difference to the 


state of the water. Some yery good grayling haye been taken by the fishermen ~ 


who have been out, the chief baits being the worm, maggot, and grasshopper. The 


Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are all low at present, Little has been done in them of 


late. —WORCESTER, 


Teme (Ludlow). 


The water in this district still keeps a little coloured, but has lowered, and if the 


weather will keep fine it will be in first-class grayling fishing condition ; there have_ 


been several anglers on the river, but the takes have been but small. The baits used 
have been the maggot, grasshopper, and worm. Fly-fishing has been dull, owing to 
the state of the water. In the fishmongers’ shops grayling are now selling at Is. per 


pound, Pike have been caught now andthen. The Clun, Corve; Ony, and Ledwyche’ 


are all running clear ; fishing in them quiet._S, LupLow. 
Tees (Croft). “<a 
Monday, Nov, Ist, brought the salmon-fishing season of 1886 to a close. The 
result has been far from satisfactory, no doubt owing to the continued swollen condi- 
tion of the river. Captures have been fewer by half than last year. On the last 
day I only heard of Mr. J.C. Chaytor getting a salmon of 61b, although all anglers 
were out having a final throw with water in splendid order. Totals for the season 
here are :—Mr. B. Chaytor, twelve fish, weighing 76lb., heaviest fish 1231b. ; Mr. S, 
Bryant, ten, weighing 601b., heaviest 131b.; Mr. John Oliver, ten, weighing 721b., 
heaviest 141b,; Mr. G. J. Snaith, seven, weighing 341b., heaviest 63lb.; Mr. J. C, 
Bamlett, five, weighing 311b., heaviest 13]b. ; Mr,.R. Brown, five, weighing 2341b., 
heaviest 51b.; Mr. R. Simpson, three, weighing 221b., heaviest 13lb.; Mr. John 
Davison, three, weighing 17lb., heaviest 8lb.; Mr. W. H. Pluse, three, weighing 
121b., heaviest 51b.; Mr. J. C. Chaytor, two, 11lb., heaviest 6lb.; Mr. 8, Hann, two, 
weighing 931b., heaviest 51b.; Mr. John Sadler, one, weighing 113lb. ; Mr. Robinson, 
one, weighing 53lb, I hope to have better results for you next year.—G. J, S. i 


Torridge (Torrington). Cte 

River very heavy again this morning. This will carry away the leaves, and bring 
up a lot of fresh fish, Lots of salmon were seen this week sporting in the tidal 
waters. One week from next Monday, the 8th inst., for fishing this season.— 
PRACTICAL ANGLER, 

Trent and Lower Dove (Burten). 

The floods of last week rapidly went down, leaving the rivers in capital trim for. 
all kinds of angling, a state of affairs that was taken advantage of by many, and I 
am glad to report that fair success has been met with on most days, whilst on some. 
extraordinary baskets have been landed. On Saturday good dishes of roach and 
dace, a fine chub, anda barbel were taken with bottom-fishing. I have also heard 
of several takes of perch, mostly in shallow water and close to the sides, Grayling-. 
fishing has never been better this year. On Saturday six and seven brace per basket 
were plentiful ; on Monday one of ten was taken ; and on Tuesday I heard of one of, 
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twenty-one brace—the largest basket I have heard of being taken in this district 
Since 1882, Killing flies: Burton Blue, October Dun, Bumble, Cinnamon, Sandfly 
Spinners, and Cow Dung. Salmon still continue their journey up the rivers, and 
are to be seen jumping »ny day at the weirs on the Dove. Saturday was the last 
day for those fish. I heard of a beauty, estimated at 251b,, being hooked and lost 
again at Tutbury,—S, Howartu. ; 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Pike-fishing still keeps in full swing, and some good catches have been made all 
over the river, In the Shardlow water, on Saturday, Mr. Smedly had seven pike ; 
two Derby anglers had seven more ; Mr. Leake, a nice basket of chub. In the Weston 
water, on Monday, Mr. Moll caught six pike, the largest 9}lb. ; myself, four pike. 
On Tuesday Mr. Toms was again very successful in the same water, getting ten pike, 
all good fish. Mr. Wood had five pike from King’s Mills. To-day, Mr. Wheatcroft 
got eight pike at Shardlow ; myself, two at Weston, Yesterday, Mr. Moll, four good 
ae in the same length ; another angler, six fish at Weston Cliff yesterday, best fish 
13lb.—A. W. 

Heavy showers of rain fell on Wednesday, and on Thursday the river, which had 
reached a very low level, rosea few inches. Anglers since our last report have been 
busy in most of the recognised waters. Allsorts of coarse fish have shown excellent 
sport at Shardlow, Sawley, Barton, Radcliffe, and Rolleston. Perhaps the best takes 
haye come from Sawley, where the roach have run a large size, and have preferred 
bread paste toany other kind of bait. Some heavy chub were caught at Fiskerton 
on Tuesday, by the aid of bullock’s pith and brains ; anda few good fish were killed 
off the island at Barton. Here, on Saturday, Mr. H. Spray, of Nottingham, 
caught a pike, between 2lb. and 31b., whilst worm-fishing for dace. The 
pike contingent have again been doing well in the lower reaches, and the fish are 
now in prime condition, The Nottingham and Notts Association are still taking 
action relative to the case decided by the Birmingham Justices against two of their 
members who were convicted for angling from a punt inthe Holme fishery. I regret 
to state that Mr, William Bailey, author of “The Angler’s Instructor,” has passed 
over to the majority. The deceased, who was 65 years of age, was one of the best 
fishermen the Trent ever produced. He fished several matches, and only once suffered 
defeat—namely, at the hands of Woodard, of London, although in this case roach 
only were reckoned,—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 

: Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

This river is now in splendid order for both fly-fishing for grayling and swim- 
ming the worm ; there has also been a touch of frost that will help considerably to 
improye sport. Mr. I. Gaunt and Mr. G. Hellawell, fishing on a length of the Wharfe 
last Saturday, took nine and eleven nice grayling respectively, all with the fly. I 
was fishing at Hawes on Saturday afternoon, and witnessed the capture of a splendid 
trout by that well-known Wensleydale angler, J. Blades, or “ Jimmy Sproats,” as he 
is familiarly called in that district—the fish measured 18in. in length and 9in, in 
girth, and was in splendid condition for the time of year. It fought like a tiger for 
fully twenty minutes, and it was a perfect treat to witness the consummate skill 
with which “Jimmy” handled it ; he was only tackled very lightly with single hair, 
and when we hadiadmired its fair proportions and taken his measure, Mr. Trout was 
carefully returned to the water ; I earnestly hope that the honest captor will hook 
him again in the height of next season. Wedid very little with the grayling, as the 
river was rising the whole of the day ; ‘Jimmy ” killed 2} brace, Mr. Corry 24 brace, 
and your humble seryant 3} brace, The fish came very short, and we lost a great 
many,—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 

Wye (Ross). 


The salmon-fishing season closed here on Monday last, and the water having got 
into excellent order several good fish were taken during the last few days. On Wed- 
nesday, the 27th ult., Mr. Gilbert took a nice fish of 18lb. On the 27th ult. Mr. 
James Roy captured a splendid fish of 184lb., and on the Ist inst. took another of 
nearly the same weight. On the 30th ult. Dr. Norman, of Ross, landed a splendid 
fish of 251b. after twenty minutes’ good sport. I addition to these takes several 
good fish were hooked and lost, both by Dr. Norman and Mr, Roy.—Joun A, J. 
C OUNSELL. : 

Yare (Norwich). ‘ 

A fair number of anglers have been out this past week, and both jack and roach- 
fishing has been pursued with success. On Thorpe Broad (as it is called, but in fact 
being on the junction of the New Cut and the old river) as many as seven fairly 
good fish have been had in a day, whilst still nearer Norwich four were caught in an 
hour or so. These were all caught live baiting. ‘Those whohaye been out trailing 
have had fair luck, and in one case I hear of a fish estimated at 201b. being hooked 
with a dead natural bait, but after short play it unfortunately broke away, and he 
has not yet tried it on again. Small jack seem very plentiful in nearly all the 
reaches from Norwich down to Cantley, and amongst a class who seem to have very 
little to do but sleep, eat, and fish, they suffer, for size is no object to these gentle- 
men—anything as big as a mackerel is fair game, The best catch of roach reported 
was caught at Buckenham Ferry last Sunday, and weighed upwards of 14lb. On 
Tuesday a similar weight was landed in a very short time. While the weather keeps 
so beautifully openand warm roach may be caught in the middle of the day, Last 
night we were visited with a very heayy rain and high wind, and amongst other 
damage one of our old Norwich churches had its tower blown down, falling through 
the roof. To-night the weather is between clear and hazy. It feels like rain, and 
yet above the marshes its a lovely, clear, moonlight night, Wind is 8.W., and pro- 
spects for the coming week good. Ropurt MOLL. 

Yore (Hawes). ( ; 

Grayling-fishing has been freely indulged in of late with fair success. W¢ had Mr. 
Walbran up on Saturday last, on which day he took three and a half brace, and missed, 
as he said, “a lot of good fish.” They came short. I had two and a half brace the same 
day. “Sproats,” who was Mr, Walbran’s fidws Achates, had also two anda half brace. 
He had to return a brace of splendid trout, one being 18in. long and 9in.in girth. A 
fine fellow in prime condition, Mr. Walbran enjoyed the battle immensely, and on 
netting the fish was huge in praise of the piscine beauty. Mr. R. Hunter had also 
two brace and returned three brace of nice trout. On Monday last “Sproats” had 
nine brace. During last week Mr, Skidmore, of Askrigg, had some beautiful dishes 
running 61b., 51b., 101b.; and 7lb. The flies doing most execution are the Red and 
Black Palmers, Iron Blue Dun, and Dark Snipe. I was out for about three-quarters 
of an hour this morning and secured one and a half brace, but missed twice that 
number. Grayling seem to be very numerous in the length of water above and 
below Hawes,—J. Corry, 


SE EE 





ILEGAL FIsHInG IN THE Luce at LeoMINSTER.—At the Leominster borough 
police-court, before the Mayor, Alderman Stallard, Messrs. R. H. Woodhouse, hop 
merchant, Leominster, and T, Marshall, gentleman, Leominster, were summoned by 
the Wye Board of Conservators for illegally fishing for trout without a license in 
the Lugg, a tributary of the Wye, on the 15th September. Mr. Gwynne James 
appeared for the prosecution, who explained the defendants were summoned for 
fishing when a license should have been taken out, they not having one. Both de- 
fendants pleaded Not guilty. Philip Morgan, water bailiff, proved seeing the 
defendants fishing in the Lugg on the 15th September. Mr. Woodhouse and Mr, 
Marshall were both fishing with trout flies. He spoke to them and asked them if 
they had licenses ; they said they had not. Mr. Marshall said he supposed this was 
atest case. Why were they singled out? ‘They were fishing for grayling, and not 
trout... The Bench retired, and on returning into court said they had considered the 
facts of the case, and thought the defendants were no doubt guilty of fishing 
without a license ; but had defendants thought it illegal they would not have done 
so. They would be fined 2s. cach and 9s, costs each. 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 


_and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove. 


whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dregsed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to.-(ADYT.) 


SCOTCH NOTES. 


ANNAN.—Some nice fish have been killed inthe mid reaches during the past week, 
among the takes being the following :—Mr, Murchie, Lockerbie, one of 211b. ; Mr. 
Wilson, Hightal, one of 301b.; Mr. Rae, one of 301b. ; another Hightal angler, one of 
30lb, ; Mr, A. McLean, one of 1831b.; Mr. McLachlan, one of 15lb ; Mr. Wm, White- 
man, one of 18lb.; Mr. Osbourne, in the mid reaches, three capital fish ; Mr. J. 
Gardner, High-street, one of 201b.; Mr. Halliday, Copewood, two of 21lb. and 251b. 
respectively ; Mr. Williams, Carruthers, Lockerbie, one of 7lb. All local anglers 
agree hae the run of salmon and sea-fish has been exceedingly large throughout the 
season.—J. W. 


DUMFRIESSHIRE AND GALLOWAY,.—Salmon-fishing in this district may now be 
said to be closed for the season. In Galloway, which embraces the rivers of Dee, 
Urr, Cree, and a host of less-known, but prolific, tributaries, for some time back have 
been in excellent order and well-stocked with fish, but notable catches have been 
few. The scaly denizens of the streams are either growing more timorous than ever, 
or the anglers of the present generation do not possess the skill and cunning oftheir 
fathers, for certainly some mysterious cause is at work which breaks the continuity 
of those splendid records which make up the fascinating reminiscences so often re- 
lated in prose and verse by the old anglers of Galloway. One of the most enthusiastic 
fishers in the province attributes his ill-luck to increased shyness on__the 
part of the salmon ; but this forms a problem whichis, much. too 
deep for the amateur naturalist. Coming to Dumfries the reports are brighter ; and 
in the district of the Esk sport has proceeded as merrily as ever. This river closed 
on Monday, and during tne closing days an immense number of salmon were taken, 
especially in the lower reaches, The bold men of Canonbie have had a rare.time of 
it. Four salmon ranging from 16lb. to 251b. is certainly a good day’s result, and this 
was the proud achievement of Mr. R. Steel. Mr. J. Wylie, Mr. Brodie, and Major 
Orme got heavy baskets. In the Liddle several monsters were captured by Mr, 
Thos. Graham and Mr. A. Porteous. I hear that the Esk and Niddle 
Fisheries Association will bring out the nets in the Esk before’ next 
season, and this step may have great results. In the Annan and Nith 
anglers have had a busy time, and those familiar with the favourite 
haunts of the salmon are recounting with pride the struggles and _their 
victories of the season. In the Nith scores of big salmon have been lost, the fish 
breaking away with yards upon yards of valuable tackle. The story I told last 
week about the Nithsdale minister and his adventure at Closeburn has had its 
sequel. The fish was caught on the following day having attached to it the line by 
which it was hooked. It was a fine specimen, and scaled 42lb. There is some talk 
of an arrangement between the “upper proprietors” and the lessees of the net- 
fishing in the lower reaches to let the fish haye a free run for a season just as an 
experiment. Such a step as this would realise the fondest dream of the angler, and 
I only trust that the rumours I have heard have some solid foundation,—B. 


TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Since our last issue the fishing on these rivers has been 
again excellent, and all the various waters in the neighbourhood of Kelso have pro- 
duced good sport. The best takes of the past week have been got by Mr. Cooper 
on Floors upper water, and by Mr. Smith, Bramcote, Notts, the latter gentlemanon 
Wednesday killing twelve fish, weighing 29, 25, 25, 22, 20, 20, 17, 16,16, 16, and 
two of 63lb. Onthe Rutherford water, Mr. A. Kingdon and Mr. Burton have been 
very successful ; and the same can be said of Lord Brougham on the Mertoun, while 
Mr. Jervoise, on the Bemersyde Water, has had excellent sport. On the Makerstoun 
Water. Mr. Cockburn, London, has also shared in the spoil, and as the rivers are 
now once more in grand ply, and full of fish, the prospect of the angler up to the 
end of the season seems at present to be one of much success, Just as I am despatch- 
ing this note the rivers have come down 2fb, 








IRISH NOTES. 


SUIR AND ITs TRIBUTARIES (CLONMEL).—The season for rod-fishing for salmon 
and trout closed completely in this neighbourhood on Monday, Ist November. It has 
been gradually closing in the different rivers since the Ist October, on which day the 
Nore and Barrow closed. The Suir remained open till the 16th October, and the 
Blackwater and various tributaries in the Lismore district (some of which are 
within easy distance of Clonmel) finished up the season on the 31st, So that now 
every place is closed, we have to put up our rods till the season opens again in 
February. The season just closed has, on the whole, been a most disappointing one. 
It opened in February with floods—nothing unusual for the time of the year ; for 
the first week or so the river was too high, except for nets, and even these could be 
used only in a few shallow reaches of the river. Still, hopes ran high that when 
the water fell there would be a sufticient supply of fish on all stands to afford sport 
for the rods in the upper waters, These hopes were doomed to disappointment, for 
with March the winter seemed to have set in, to make up, as it were, for the 
mildness of the Christmas, and for some days snow fell heavily, spreading 
a mantle of white over the whole country, and filling the river with “snow« 
broth,” accounted by anglers as most fatal to their sport. Yet, strange to say, the 
only fairly good spring fishing was while the snow was on the ground. We had 
reports of salmon being killed on all the upper waters, and baskets of trout on both 
river and stream were had with the fly, so hopes were entertained of still further 
sport when the weather and water got more fit. April, the bdeaw ideal of angling 
months, came, and with it the soft air, changing skies, and light showers peculiar to 
that month ; but, though the water and weather seemed made to order, the angling, 
instead of improving, showed a visible falling off. Hvery day we kept hoping 
against hope, and were always doomed to disappointment, until the river got too low 
to have any chance of success. By the end of April, a good many anglers, tired out 
by hope deferred, put their rods aside and gave up in despair. From May until the 
August floods everything was at a standstill—water too low—the only thing to be 
done was evening fishing for trout. At nightfall we had generally a very taking 
rise for about an hour, and on moonlight nights a second and still more taking’ rise 
till midnight. With the August floods we had a very good irun of peal, which 
crowded up the river to the uppermost stands,even into some of the tribu- 
taries, the Tor especially, and a good day was had now and then when the water got 
into order ; but it did not continue long. The nets closed on August 14th, and then 
once more “hope told a flattering tale” that the rods would reap some benefit ; 
but that hope was doomed to further disappointment. An odd day ‘now 
and then was all that could be had, the last week on the Suir being the best ; and 
so ends the worst season within memory. The river is now everywhere crowded 
with salmon, and on some of the tributaries they are already making their way up 
to the “redds.” As on the preservation of these latter depends our future stock of 
fish, I am glad to see that preparations are being extensively made to have an effi- 
cient staff of water-bailiffs on all these streams, so. I trust that the hand of the 
poacher will be stayed, and the fish allowed to spawn in peace.—RICHARD BRAD- 
FORD, Clonmel, 








ANGLING IN THE Esk, GLAISDALE.—The close of the season was essentially a 
ladies’ day. Mrs. Keighley landed a large fish, and little Miss Stewart skilfully 
killed a nice fish in the rapid water. Mr, A. Y. Stewart was also in luck, and killed 
four fine salmon. ; 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—Prevision—As autumn trends on winter, slender, delicate, and pale-faced 
youths become listless, languid, and debilitated unless an alterative, combined with some tonic, be 
administered to quicken their enfeebled organs. This precise requirement is supplied in these noted 
Pills, which can and will accomplish all that is wanted, provided the printed instructions surrounding 
them meet with scrupulous attention. Holloway’s Pills are especially adapted to supply the medical 
wants of youth, because his medicine acts gently, though surely, as a purifier, regulator, alterative, 
tonic, and mild aperient; A very few doses of these Pills will convince any discouraged invalid that 
his cure lies in his owm hands, and a little pereeverance only is demanded for its completion. . 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





Lex (Roscommon),—You can get the particulars you want avout the Fly-Fishers’ 
Club by writing to the hon. sec., D. Wilson, Esq., 10, Adelphi-terrace, Strand, 
London, The subscription for country members is #1 Is., and there is no entrance 


fee at present, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 
[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


THE STRIKE FROM THE WINCH REEL. 


Srr,—With reference to your remarks in your issue of the 23rd inst. ve “Strike 
from the Winch Reel,’ I shall feel obliged if you will allow me to explain that, 
while the screw-action being brought to bear upon the spindle is the essential object 
of the patent, yet it includes several methods of application—viz, :— 

1st. ‘The round thumb-screw (on which you remark). 

2nd. The peg-head ditto (slightly countersunk to throw off the line). 

3rd. The headless sunk screw. . 

Neither of these inethods interfere with the necessary action, while from your 
remarks your readers may possibly conclude that the patent can only be obtained 
with the action specially referred to, Trusting you will insert thisasan explanation, 
—I am, &e., REUBEN HEATON, 


[The new winch with peg-head screw slightly countersunk is a great improvement 
on the one with screw with circular milled head, noticed recently. ‘Green Wren,” 
who complained of this winch, must have had one in which the side locking-screw 
was defective in some way ; perhapsit did not tighten on the centre screw.—ED, 





S1r,—The remarks of ‘Green Wren,” in your issue of the 30th ult., stand alone 
in their condemnation of my patent “strike from the winch reel,” and lead me to 
conclude that he failed to lock the centre screw with the smaller one before using 
the reel. If this is carefully done, it is quite impossible for the reel to become 
free, and I have no hesitation in saying they will wear for months without any re- 
adjustment if the parts are well oiled before regulating. This will prevent grind- 
ing, which, if permitted. would eventually mean “loose running”; and if the 
friend you mention will adopt this suggestion, the difference it makes will surprise 
him. 

With regard to the effect of a line upon a reel, it is an easy matter to wedge a 
reel by overfilling it with line, and once wedged it will ever afterwards give way 
under much less pressure. As all reels are subject to this, I consider it is unjust 
to use it as a special complaint against mine or any other patent. I have made 
many thousands of reels, but never had any fail in this way. I should therefore 
much like to see the reel to which “Green Wren” refers, and if he will hand it to 
his dealer, requesting him to forward to me, I will remedy any defect in workman- 
ship and return free of charge. 

Trusting to your sense of justice that you will put my explanation before the 
public by inserting it in your valuable paper—I am, Ke., 


161, Hospital-street, Birmingham, REUBEN HEATON. 


[We hope “ Green Wren” will return his reel to Mr, Heaton. In a recent issue 
we noticed a modification of Mr. Heaton’s capital reel, and suggested that the screw 
with milled head might catch the line. Mr. Heaton has got over this difficulty by 
pet a os of button-head to the screw, which now offers nothing to catch the 
line.—ED. 





FISH-CULTURE IN THE OUSE. 


Srr,—Sir Spencer Wilson’s experiments in fish-culture in the upper reaches of 
this river have been attended with marked success. Both trout and salmon have 
been successfully reared and placed in the water. Some of the Loch Leven trout 
which were reared at Searles, near Fletching, in 1883, were placed in a small lake 
when yearlings. 

Last week, repairs to the dam necessitated draining the lake, when it was found 
that many of the fish measured eighteen inches in length, with a girth of eleven 
and a quarter inches, being in full spawn. 

We must congratulate Sir Spencer Wilson on the gratifying results of his experi- 
ments, There is every hope that, ere long, the river will be well stocked with trout, 
and that the Ouse will again hold a place among the salmon rivers of the South.— 
I am, &c., Gob. 8. 





MR. TOD’S PRIZE ESSAY ON FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 


Srr,—I send you a private letter from Mr. ——, who is killing salmon on the 
Tweed, and to whom | am deeply indebted for most generous freedom to fish in 
the Cumberland Eden in bygone days for salmon and trout. I may add that he is a 
most straightforward, reliable man. 

His boatman, like Mr. Allin, had doubted the truth of Mark Aitken’s story of 
trout feeding on the wee round seeds. 

Will Mr. Allin kindly read what he says ?—“ Now, I, myself, am of opinion that 
trout do feed on the seeds that fall from the trees overhanging the river, for I have 
seen them on the Hden, in the still water above the rapids, before you get to ‘ Bed- 
lam Home,’ sucking in these small seeds; but I have never been able to verify it, 
as I could never find the seeds in their stomachs. Still, I am satisfied that they 
do. People may say that I am mistaken,” &c. 

Is it very unnatural that trout, feeding on such delicate little things as seeds, 
should refuse, at the same moment, an artificial fly, which in no way whatever 
resembles the wee round seeds? Mr. Allin, in his last letter, forgets that the trees 
from which the seeds fall may be far above that part of the stream where they 
have set the trout rising at them. I certainly do not know the tree by its fruit ; 
but, you see, here is another observer—and an honest one, too—I am, Xc., 

E. M. Top. 





Sir,—Kindly allow me to make a few remarks in answer to Mr, Tod’s letter in 
your last number, 

Mr, Tod states that I point out that the distance between the flies should be 2ft. 

In this he isin error. I stated, in the letter to which his letter is a reply, that the 
usual distance was 2ft, The late Mr. Stewart recommended the distance to be from 
20in. to 2ft. When I wrote the letter I was not aware as to the precise distance 
between the flies on my casts. I have measured several of the casts used by me 
during the past season, and I find that the distance between the tail fly and the 
first dropper is about 2ft. 9in., and between the droppers about 2ft. 6in., the number 
of flies being three. I have also measured two casts upon which there are two flies 
only, and I find that the distance between the flies is about 4ft. 
} Mr. Tod accuses me of growling over what he styles my “ want of luck” on the 
[weed some two years ago. I presume that the expression “some two years ago” 
refers to my excursion to St. Boswell’s last year. I am at a loss to conceive how 
Mr. Tod construes my simple narrative into a growl. He appears to attribute my 
“want of luck” to my fishing with a considerable number of flies only 2ft. 
apart. Asa matter of fact, I generally used only two flies on the Tweed, about 
4ft. apart, because I found the fish so shy. 

According to Mr. Tod, if my flies had been 6ft. apart it would have made all 
the difference. The fact, however, remains that I, araw hand on the bonnie Tweed, 
and an angler who never had either the renowned Mark Aitken or any other angler 
as a preceptor, captured sixty-one trout in the Tweed in a week, 





Taking into consideration the fact that there is no close time for trout in Scot- 
land, and that with most of our Scotch brethren all are fish which come to the bag, 
I congratulate myself that my ‘ want of luck” was not so bad, after all. I havea 
little book in my possession which goes far to prove my assertion that all are fish 
which come to the bag across the border, and I shall be glad to furnish the “ F, G.” 
with a few notes on the book at a future time. 

With regard to the “ coot-coot” of the rod, I will only state that although I have 
been a fly-fisher for about twenty-five years, I never before heard the opinion that 
the proficiency of an angler can best be judged by the noise made by the rod in 
casting. 

I agree with Mr. Tod’s opinion as to Mr. Hall’s sneck-bend hooks. I have tried 
them during the past season, and I have come to the conclusion that an undue 
number of rises are missed. 

With regard to gut v. hair, can gut be obtained which does not soon get rough 
and opaque? Ihave never been able to obtain any,—I am, &c., 


Gomersal, near Leeds, Nov. 1. HENRY CADMAN. 





HEREFORDSHIRE AND THE WELSH WYE. 


Srr,—About the worst angling season that has been known for the last thirty 
years in the West of England for salmon ended last night. For the future guidance 
of my brother members of the “ Fly-Fishers’ Club” and the angling fraternity at 
large in making their arrangements for 1887, I send a few facts for publication, 
authenticated by others I can depend on, as well as known to myself, and, I regret 
to say, known to many riparian proprietors, without producing any amendment, 
season after season : — 

1st. L inclose cutting from the Herefordshire Journal of October 29th. You can 
reprint it, or quote it, or not take that trouble, as I herein am answerable for telling 
you it is quite true ; and, besides this, a clergyman, one of the best anglers in 
England, told me the regular old-fashioned “ Galway snatching ” in “ gut” at Gal- 
way, with better and more deadly tackle than described in the cutting mentioned, 
has been going on in broad daylight in the river all about Rhayader for the past three 
weeks, every day as wellas at night; neither do the Wye Conservators’ men (if 
they have any—doubtful, J say) take the slightest notice. 

2nd. An association of gentlemen at Hereford has been formed on one side of the 
river from the city some milesdown. Their arrangements I do not know; but Ido 
know this, that they have not been netting as formerly, neither has the late jacks- 
man on this section, This has heen the cause of two other sets of nets being set to 
work down the river below Ross, and two sets far above Hereford have been harder 
at work even than they usually were for “market” purposes, one of these owners 
being that excellent sportsman who was last season convicted for killing kelts and 
selling same in Birmingham—vide public prosecution of same. 

3rd. I, myself, have been out odd times up and down the Wye. I have never 
met a watcher or Conservators’ man, except one of Mr. Lucy’s, or been asked for 
my license, from 1st February to 31st October. I have been out at daybreak in 
morning and till pitch-dark at night. I have been told the same by three other 
gentlemen, holders of Wye Conservancy licenses. 

4th. May I ask, in your columns, what becomes of the angling license money 
annually? No one appears to know. Constant meetings of “Conservancy Board ” 
take place ; but nothing is done to stop the eternal poaching at all seasons. Except 
those actually living near the Wye, anyone “in future” paying for a Wye salmon 
license must be considered a mighty good-natured and very green practitioner. 

5th. I make no sort of comment on the facts. I send for the public benefit, 
because it is no longer any good hoping for better things in this district, so long 
as there are so many conflicting interests, and since the chance of creating a good, 
strong, well-to-do City and County Angling Association and Club broke down last 
spring. Ifthese parties would sensibly join forces, there might be, and would be, 
sport for the angling public, who I advise not in future to take Wye salmon licenses 
till such is an accomplished fact,—_I am, &c., SEA HAGLE, 


[The extract referred to is from the Feld :— 


“ WORKING THE WYE. 


“«A Visitor, writing to the Field under this heading, says:—I have always 
understood that the river Wye was preserved, so far as salmon are concerned ; such 
belief has lately received rather a rude shock, On Thursday, October 14th, about 
4 p.m., I was driving through Rhayader. It wasa fair day, and the little town was 
full, and on crossing the bridge, what was my astonishment to see a man standing 
on a rock about twenty yards below, wielding a large pole, to which was attached 
a moderate-sized cart rope ; with this implement he was busily employed snatching 
salmon. I saw him strike one, a fish about 7lb. He called to two men standing 
near him, who came and gaffed the fish and placed it among the rocks, I watched 
him continue his amusement for some time longer and then left, having seen 
enough to conyinge me that water-bailiffs Cif there are any) neglect their duty, and 
that poachers can carry on their nefarious trade with impunity, in spite of what is 
called the Wye Board of Conservators. Many people were on the bridge watching 
this interesting sport (?), and there was a police-station within fifty yards,” | 


A WORD FOR POOR KINGFISHER, 


Sir,—The following remarks are from that excellent and popular publication 
Poultry : “ Without question the most gorgeously-attired of our native birds, the 
kingfisher ( Alcedo ispida) is subjected to such systematic persecution by plumassiers, 
taxidermists, and others of the same kind, who see nothing in the most beautiful 
creation of the Almighty but its money value to them in shillings and pence, that 
it isin immediate danger of extermination.” Not long since one “‘ hunter” boasted of 
having captured every bird in a given district, and I have reason to believe that for 
once in his life he spoke the truth ; but I ask, is it not a burning shame that such 
indiscriminate slaughter of one of the most lovely of British birds should be per- 
mitted? Can nothing be done to prevent this bird taking its place along with the 
dodo, &c., as an extinct species? 

Dr. Greene goes on to say “that he is afraid there is no remedy, and that the king- 
fisher is doomed, especially as economists have cast their stone at it by declaring 
that it is injurious to trout and salmon spawn.” May I ask, do not trout and salmon 
snawn far too late (especially the latter), and in such places that ib would be simply 
impossible for this bird to get at the spawn? No doubt you are aware that it brings 
up its indigested focd in the shape of a pellet, and in every case I have seen these 
pellets have always consisted of fish bones.—I am, Xc., M.A, 





CREELS. 


Srtr,—It is very gratifying to receive -the approval of such practical anglers as 
Mr. Tod and Mr. Walbran as regards my idea of the papier-mdché creel. I have 
sundry ideas in embryo upon the subject, but their possibility depends upon a 
personal conference with a papicr-mdché manufacturer, and that interview I cannot 
compass just at present. To deal with Mr. Tod’s suggestions as to colour and shape, 
it is very obvious, in view of the inevitable scratchings and concussions which every 
creel must undergo, that whatever the surface design may be, or the varnish, the 
external colour must be that of the material used, and from my recollection as a 
boy of the process of papier-mdché manufacture, the paper used was almost invari- 
ably brown. There should be no difficulty, however, in tinting the paper or pulp 
heron-blue—par excellence the invisible colour for an angler. (Were I an enter- 
prising tailor I would bring out a heron-blue tweed of different textures specially 
for the craft.) 

As regards the inside, I adopted the idea of black japan because of its traditional 
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durability and simplicity as applied to papier-mdché. White enamel would be very 
effective, but there would then be two coats of paint and one of enamel necessary. 
It would not, I should imagine, be difficult to imitate the basket-work ; but we 
want lightness and strength, and the deep indentations necessary (and I confess, 
too, to disliking imitations) would necessitate extra thickness of stuff. My idea 
would be to reduce thickness everywhere consistently with due strength, and to 
obtain the latter desideratum a surface honeycomb pattern, in slight relief all over 
the exterior, should give the best results ; but, after all, as the matter is to me un- 
avoidably in such a theoretical stage at present, it is almost premature to enlarge 
upon it. It is, however, very evident that the medium shou‘d lend itself very 
readily to any reinforcement of strength in increased thickness at any part necessary. 


_ Itis only a question of moulds. 


As to shape, the seat creel, and the shape of the French creel are each desirable 
for different localities and different necessities. Not the least important points are 
the fixing of the strap attachments and the fastening of the lid, which must bea 
“snap,” with the fitting for a lock—I am, &ce., G. Lu, DICKIN, 





Srr,—I possess a creel made by a most ingenious friend of mine, and formed of 
layers of brown paper, each piece the size of half-a-crown, pasted on a model until 
the thickness of gin. was obtained; several thousand bits were required ; varnished 
inside and out ; hingesand lid-fastenings made also by himself, and fastened with 
screws and nuts ; forms a good firm seat also; perfect in shape, so as to fit the back- 
hole in the lid at one end cf lid next the hand. It is much the same in shape and 
size as the tin creel sold by Gillett and Co., only 3in. or so deeper, and, of course, 
holds more fish. Weight 33lb. ; Gillett’s creel weighs 241b. or 2}lb. The ingenious 
part of the affair was making the model so that it could be removed. He has made 
one or two for friends, but has had quite enough of that kind of thing, the time and 
trouble being so great. 

I see a note in to-day’s GAZETTE from Mr. Wm. Naylor, in which he makes men- 
tion of his wooden creel. I should like to possess one made by the maker of Mr. 
Naylor’s creel, and should feel obliged if Mr. Naylor would give you for publication 
the address of the maker so that I could write him. If you care to make public this 
communication in the GAZETTE you are perfectly at liberty to do so.—Iam, Xe. 

Sutton, Macclesfield. W. T. HARDURN. 

[As the only objection to the tin creel isits weight, we fear Mr. Hardern’s patch- 
work creel is more ingenious than practically useful.—ED. | 





S1r,—Mr. Dickin’s letter on the subject of creels, together with your Editorial 
comments, were read by me with much interest, as the imperfections of the wicker 
basket, and the shortcomings of all substitutes, have long exercised my mind. The 
dried-up condition of the fish on a hot day has been mentioned ; but another failing 
of the basket is that on a wet day, especially if the creel is moderately full, there is 
a disagreeable drip going silently through it on to the coat, which is not only incon- 
venient but offensive, as it does not consist of pure water. 

Like your correspondent, I have looked at what he calls the North-country ferret- 
box, but was not fascinated. Its weight isagainstit, as it is also against Mr, Yarde’s 
tin creel, : 

I was especially interested, however, in the description of the quaint and curious 
leather creel seen at Ripon, as it is but a short time since I saw three of them at 
Askrigg, in the upper part of Wensleydale. One was in possession of a gentleman 
who often stays there, and the other two belonged to the local fisherman and fly- 
tyer. Two were of the size you mention, but the third was much larger, and might, 
perhaps, hold fifteen or twenty pound of fish. 


The last, however, was heavier than I should like a creel to be. They were all of 


‘great age—fifty or sixty years old at least—and Mr. Skidmore thought one was 
probably much older; yet they seemed likely, with fair usage, to last 
for several generations to come. ‘Their manufacture—at all events in that 
neighbourhood—seems to be a lost art, Asaddler lower down the Dale made one for 
a customer who did not like to give the price asked for one of these old creels ; but 
it is said to have collapsed on the first thorough wetting it got. The outside is black 
and varnished, while the inside is painted white. It can therefore be readily 
washed, and with proper care does not smell as the wicker basket is so apt to do. 
They were, no doubt, made by the leather being beaten into shape, while soft and 
wet, on a wooden block. The front, sides, and bottom are in one piece, while the 
back was blocked separately and tHen joined to the other part. The lid, which fitted 
over the top of the creel very accurately, was, of course, also moulded separately. 
These creels are said to be picked up occasionally at local sales; but they fetch a 
good price. Skidmore said he gave a guinea for his large one. The idea of papier- 
maché creels has occurred to me as well asto Mr, Dickin, and very likely to others 
also, and there ought not to be much difficulty in the manufacture. But, so far as 
my experience goes, there is great unwillingness on the part of manufacturers to 
leave the beaten track. I made inquiries, but the makers of the paper wash-bowls 
would not at that time undertake to make creels. 

The Wimbledon waterproof paper seemed a material likely to serve the purpose, 
so I got some. One workman tried his hand at it, in the full confidence that he 
would succeed, but soon gave it up ; while a second only managed to cut the paper 
to waste. 

Another idea, that p2rhaps som20ne may work out, is to have a skeleton 
creel made of steel or brass wire, covered with canvas. This could easily be made 
waterproof by paint and varnish. Such a creel would not formaseat ; but it should 
be light, should keep the fish in good condition, and be fairly durable, 

I was unable to finish this note in time for last week’s issue, so that I have had 
the pleasure of reading Mr. Walbran's letter. It is pretty clear that the quaint 
leather creels are rarities even in Wensleydale, and his supposition that the same 
man may have made the creel you describe and the one belonging to his friend at 
Hawes is not improbable. Mr, Skidmore knew that som? were made by an old 
saddler in that neighbourhood, who had been dead some time, and he thought no 
one now made them. 

Mr, Walbran will pardon me for not altogether accepting his dictum as to the 
great inferiority of leather to either wood or tin as regards being cleaned easily. The 
creels I saw, being lined by a hard, impervious covering of white paint, could be 
rinsed out, as he says, “as clean asa dish” quite as readily as if made of wood or 
tin, and did noi retain the smell of the fish. Most quaint, old-world-looking articles 
these creels are, and very interesting as relics.—I am, &c., 

HENRY Simpson, M.D. 


FISHING CREELS OR BOXES. 


S1r,—I have a wooden creel or fishing box I made in 1866 or 1867 (when building 
a boat) from the butt end of one of the larch boards I was using at the time. I 
split the board (3ft. by Odin. by 10in.) in two, and reduced by planing one part to 
yin. thick, with which I made my creel, bent round in one piece, hollowed 
out jin. at the back, The lid and bottom are made of the heart of English 
walnut, full tin. thick, There are pieces in the corners at the back the full depth 
of the creel lin. by Osin., through which the strap goes. The piece on the top to 
which the lidis hinged is also gin. thick ; a fillet goes round the bottom and sides 
about 2in, wide, and very thin, to hide the nails fastening the front to the bottom 
and the pieces at the corners, The hole in the lid just admits a tlb. trout, The 
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front has sufficient spring outwards to hold an invisible catch on the lid, which pre- 
vents the “anxious inquirer” making examination of the contents. 

T have a similar box on a small scale, for carrying minnows, &c. This has spring 
hinges, so.that it always keeps closed. This fastens on to the strap of the creel, 
which I carry with the strap round my waist when wading. 

The creel weighs, without strap, 1lb. Goz, (stamped on lid) ; will hold 91b. when 
crammed full, and has had a good many hundredweight of fishinit. It is perfectly 
soundnow. During the time (20 years) the hinges (brass) have been renewed once. 
It (the creel) is varnished inside and out, and is as sweet as a nut, being always 
washed after using. 

T have seen tin, zinc, leather, wicker, both cane and willow, rush, and wooden, of 
various shapes and woods, but none, to my thinking, to match my own. The fish 
are as fresh when put out of the creel after the journey home as when caught. 
Dimensions :—Length, 12in.; depth, back 7in., front 63in. ; width, top 5%in., bottom 
54in.; size of hole in lid; 1jin. by liin. To prove it is strong enough to sit on, Tam 
using it as a seat now whilst writing this—my weight 1901b. Ihave written thus 
fully that anyone who can do a workmanlike job will be able to make a similar 
creel. Whoever does, I do not think will regret it.I am, &c., ' 

Carnarvon, Rites 





RANDOM NOTES.—EELS AT DEPTFORD CREEK, 


Srr,—Some splendid eels have been captured at the above place by the South 
Metropolitan Gas Co.’s men whilst laying a large main, the heaviest up to the 
present weighing 41b.20z. They come in with the tide,and are captured before they 
can make their escape back to the river, the hollow where the huge main is being 
placed proving a perfect trap. The water is pumped out after every tide. It is 
supposed that some of them have escaped from the Dutch vessels ; but I am inclined 
to think, from the description I have received, they may be returning to the sea, and 
are the ordinary Browet Smeeth or seaeel. As the chief engineer of the company 
said to me, “how they manage to live in such horrible filth passes my comprehen- 
sion.”—I am, &c., M.A, 

P.S.—Since I wrote the above I have been told that a good deal of garbage, refuse, 
&e,, is being constantly thrown from the vessels at the mouth of the creek on which 
the eels feed, the garbage proving, it seems, a rare ground-bait. 





PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCTETY. 


Srr,—Since I resigned the position of secretary to the Peckham Brothers Angling 
Society, thereis a rumour which is fast going the round of the clubs that there was 
something wrong with regard to the financial matters, Allow me, through the 
GAzxErTTE, to correct this. The quarterly audit took place the night previous to my 
resignation, and I drew from the treasurer a balance which was due-to me ; that is 
five weeks ago, and with the exception of explaining a mistake to the present secre- 
tary, I haye heard nothing from the society with regard to any deficit. 

T trust this explanation will stop further talk, or I must take other means to 
vindicate my character. Trusting you will insert this, as it is the only means I 
have of correcting this slander,—I am, «ce. 


104, Farmer’s-road, Kennington, Nov. 4th. W. H. PAGE. 





FISHING IN THE OUSE. 


S1r,—Your correspondent, Mr, J. T, Bowen, can scarcely make a mistake if he 
fishes in any part of the river Ouse for pike—and T believe one part to be equally as 
good as another. Perhaps in the neighbourhood of some of the mills there may be 
more chance of finding them feeding ; but there are plenty of “jacks ” (as some of 
the locals call “ pike”) in every part of the river. 

Let him try, for instance, St. Neots ; he will find a comfortable hotel on the river 
bank, the Half Moon, very moderate in charges, and very clean. From there he can 
take a punt (the charge is, I believe, 2s. 6d. a day), and if he chooses to go up 
stream as-far as Eaton Mills, he will have a mile and a half of as pretty jack 
water as he need wish for, and no subscriptions needed, He can then, if he wishes, 
go through the lock and on through Baton, Wyboston, Roxton, Chawson, Temps- 
ford, &c., every bit of it being really first-class jack-water. Or he can go down 
stream—and it is just as good, very deep and sluggish. Or he can try Blunham ; 
there, if he goes to the Horse Shoes, kept by Mrs. Elliott, he will find equally good 
accommodation,’ and plenty of elbow-room for fishing on the river. He will also 
find several backwaters in which pike are certain to be found. 

T notice you ask a question this week : .“‘ Can worms feel?” I believe they can. 
“Can they see?” I believe they can. “ Do they object to be cut up?” Iam certain 
they do ; but why should they if, as you seem to think, they do not possess the 
sense of feeling? , 

While on the subject of worms, it may interest some of your readers to know that 
they will live in water for a very long time. ~ In proof of this, in June, 1885, I had 
a bag of worms from Wells, of Nottingham,and upon receipt put the worms into 
a box with some fresh moss, and stood the box over my live-bait tank, through 
which water is continually passing. At the bottom of this tank I have laid about 
an inch thick of coarse gravel. A few days after, having taken away the box, I 
noticed some worms with their heads out of the gravel, and stirring itup. I found 
some twenty or thirty worms as lively as possible, and these worms were as lively 
twelve months afterwards as on the day I first noticed them. How much longer 
they would have lived I cannot say, as one of my workmen, in clearing out the tank 
for repair, emptied the gravel, and, of course, they were lost. 5 

I might just say that they were always buried in the gravel, and if by stirring it 
about they were forced out, in a few minutes they were all in again ; and it is my 
opinion that the worms we throw in whole ‘for barbel bait bury themselves in the 
bed of the river a few minutes after they reach it.—I am, &c., J.T. EMERY, 

Putney, S.W. 


[Our correspondent ought to be much obliged to Mr. Emery. We are.—Hip. | 





METHODS OF GAFFING. 


Srr,—I should like to have the opinion of some of your correspondents as to the 
relative merits of “ under” and “over” gafiing. Many years ago when I first com- 
menced fishing, and my experience was limited to pike, my instructor impressed 
upon me that under gaffing was the correct way. I commenced salmon-fishing with 
the same individual this year. The first salmon I hooked he gaffed for me, under, 
much to the disgust of the old boatman, who said he had never seen gaffing done 


“that way before” ; and since that I have seen a good many salmon gaffed, and it | 


was alwaysover. Of course, in shallow water under gaffing would be impossible ; 


put what about deep water, from a boat or from the bank, for instance, when the | 


water is deep close to the edges,—I am, c., Lix, 





ERRATA IN ESSAY ON FLY-FISHING. 


Srr,—I hope that you will excuse my asking for a small scrap of your space to 
point out a few errors in my Prize Essay on ‘“ Wet Fly-Fishing.” I know how 
severely my scrawl must task your compositors ; so it is in no censorious spirit that 
I point them out. In the beginning of the third paragraph “ west ” should read 
“north,” But the main spite of your compositor has been against the word “blae ” 
except where protected by inverted commas ; he has mauled it and made it black 
and blue with a yengeance—c.g., iu the fourth line of the second column, “blue or 
woodcock wing” should read “ blae or.” In the list of flies, Nos, 1, 2, and 6, “black” 
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should read “blae.” There are one or two other small slips; but this is the im- 
portant one. ’ 

Your correspondent “ Piscator,” writing about the ferow, so called, makes a decided 
slip in thinking that, were fins, head, and tail cut off, there would be any difficulty 
whatever in separating salmon and grilse from sea and bull-trout. No doubt it 
would be impossible to separate salmon from grilse and 8. trutta from 8. eriow 3 put 
no one with any pretensions to knowledge of fishes could fail to diagnose the trout 
from the salmon by the scales alone, not to speak of the cocca, &e,—I am, &e., - 

Dun Scotus. 





MR. R. GHURNEY’S TESTIMONIAL FUND. 


Srr,—The committee of the testimonial fund will meet at the Cherry Tree 
Tavern, Kingsland-road, near Shoreditch Church, on Tuesday, November 9th, to form 
the deputation of each club before placing this movement before the general 
committee of the Anglers’ Association at the Foresters’ Hall. It is requested by the 
committee that each club will send a delegate to represent his club to form the 
committee, Any club which has not been written to will please attend at the above 
house at 8.30 on Tuesday next (Lord Mayor's Day).—I am, X&c., 


18, Holeroft-road, South Hackney. J. COTTERELL. 





WHY DOES THE WORM “TURN”? 


Srr,—Permit me to differ from you as to the worm not fee ling pain when trod 
upon, cut up, or placed on the angler’s hook. The latter is unavoidable; but what 
mean these twistings and twirlings of a wounded worm, if not indicative of pain ? 
I cannot imagine that they arise merely from nervous contraction. Where practi- 
cable, worms for ground-bait should be killed before being cut, not torn, into pieces. 
—Ilam, Xc., SAVE PAIN WHERE POSSIBLE. 





A CORRECTION. 


Srr,—The annexed paragraph appeared in Saturday’s issue, which is incorrect as 

regards name and address :— 

“192,959.—Henry Whitby, of Clayton-square, Liverpool, for an invention of 
‘Improvements in Joints or Attachments for Parts of Fishing-rods and 
Handles of Landing-nets and Gaffs.’” : 

Tt should be “ Henry Whitty, of 15, Basnett-street, Liverpool.” 

Will you kindly correct this in your next issue? and oblige—Yours, Xc., 


Henry WHITTY. 
gS 





CapTuRE oF A LARGE SALMON WITH Fry.—The Newcastle Chronicle records 
the capture of what is perhaps the largest salmon ever caught on the Tweed, 
Tt was killed on the Floors Castle waters by Mr. Prior, Hylands, Chelmsford. The 
weight of this unusually large fish is 57ilb., and, for its size, is wonderfully sym- 
metrical. It was hooked with a Silver Grey fly, tied on double 14 wires. Those 
interested in piscatorials will be curious to learn the dimensions of this monster fish, 
They have been carefully taken by His Grace the Duke of Roxburghe, for whom 
the salmon is to be preserved by Mr. Brotherston, taxidermist, Kelso, and are as 
follows : Length, 53in.; girth at back fin, 282in. ; girth behind head, 26in. ; girth 
behind back fin, 24in. ; breadth of tail, 14in.; girth at vent, 2lin.; length of head, 
13in, The season for salmon-fishing was brought to a close on Monday, when most 
of the local anglers were out. The past season has been the most successful on 
record, more fish having been killed than during any previous year; and itis 
gratifying to report that there are yet more salmon left in the river than was ever 
inown at the close of any preceding season. I hear that there is a proposal on foot 
to extend the time for fishing by the net. At present the season for catching salmon 
at sea closes at the end of September, and the Conservators are to be asked to con- 
tinue it a fortnight longer.—J. J. J. 


Iv affords us pleasure to announce a further honour just accorded to Messrs, 
Sutton, of the Royal Berkshire Seed Establishment, Reading—vyiz., the award of a 
gold medal for their fine display of seeds, grasses, models, &c.,at the Edinburgh 
International Exhibition of 1886. 


ee 


THE EFFECTS ARE PERMANENT. 


A WONDERFUL STATEMENT, 
SHOWING THAT THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS 
OF “WARNER'S SAFE CURE” 

ARE NOT TEMPORARY, BUT PERMANENT. 


Tr objection is often made that the beneficial effects of 
proprietary medicines are only temporary, and that the 
disease returns as soon as the use of the medicine is discon- 
tinued. To meet this objection in the case of “ Warner’s 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years after the cure was wrought. 
Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 321, 1882, says: 
— Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
endedin abscess of that organ, resulting from inflammation. 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottles of 
‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ the contents of 18 only of which I 
have taken. Itbroughtaway about two ounces of stone; the 
pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water 
is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. 
I have long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men 
in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- 
- fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
' 4 ~to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

: Writing under date of APRIL 27, 1886, this gentleman 
gays: “It is now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heavy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner's Safe Cure.’ In my case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 

be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it. 

‘ * Yours faithfully, 











‘‘ Station Master Navigation Station, Taff Vale Railway, 
Treharris, R.S.0. Glamorganshire, Wales.” 





Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond theshadow of a doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of “ Warner’s Safe Gure” are permanent, This 
permanency of power over disease givesit the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
many thousands? For sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and at the stores. Price, 4s,6d. If your chemist does not 
keep it, and will not order it, send your orders direct ta _.. 
H, H, WARNER & CO,, 47, Farringdon Street, London, 0,0. 


on 


Noy. 13, 1886. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, B.C. 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 
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THE STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN 
CATHEDRAL. 
SPECIAL NOTICE.—By permission of the Dean and Chapter of 
Winchester Cathedral an [Jluminated Parchment Scroll, giving a 
list of the subscribers to the Izaak Walton Statue Fund, will be 
placed in the archives of the Cathedral on the occasion of the cere- 
mony of unveiling the statue. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS, 


WINCHESTER 


Le fn Oe 

Amount already acknowledged ...........++4 40 14 6 
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Members of the Swinton Angling Society. 015 0 
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£4310 0 

Subscriptions can be sent to R. B. Marston, Ed. FISHING 


GAZETTE, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. They should 
be marked “for Walton Statue Fund,” and will be acknowledged in 
the GAZETTE. Anglers who would like to be connected with this 
movement need not hesitate because they cannot afford much. 





THE SEASON ON THE ABERDEENSHIRE DEE. 


Tuer rod-fishing on the Dee closed on Saturday last, and with it one of the most 
erratic seasons in the annals of angling in this part of the river ended. The 
spring fishing opened magnificently, few ‘‘kelts” being seen, and the pools 
teeming with fresh-run fish, while the weather and temperature were all that 
could have been desired, and the amount of sport obtained quite unprecedented. 
This lasted but a few short weeks. With the March frosts came a diminution 
in the size of the water ; with the exception of an occasional spate, the river now 
became, and continued, too low for good angling. The want of steady, regular 
spring waters was succeeded by a very dry summer, which resulted in the grilse 
season turning out a complete failure. Scarcely one grilse was killed above 
Banchory, where twenty in an ordinary season might be considered a fair 
average. The early floods of September determine the success of the autumn 
fishing. This season the hopes of anglers were the most sanguine, as the river 
came away beautifully in the early part of the month, but, unfortunately, it did 
not keep up, and by the Ist of October the river presented nothing better than 
a July water. However, about three weeks before the finish the river began to 
rise, and continued a fairly lug, steady water till the end, and not a day has 
elapsed without a greater or less degree of excellent sport having been obtained. 
Taking all things into consideration, the average of the season on the Dee may 
be put down as a fairly good one. The following are the results of the last week 
of the fishing :— 

On Monday Mr. W. Lamond had two of 18 and 144lb., and General Macintyre, 
V.C., two of 223 and 133lb., on the Norton House Water ; and Mr. Walter 
Campbell one of 21lb. on the Borrowstone Water. On Wednesday, Mr. 
McDougall, keeper, had one of 22lb. on the Borrowstone Water ; Mr. Lamond, 
one of 143lb., and John Nicoll, keeper, one of 22}1b., on the Norton House 
Water. On Thursday, Mr. Lamond had one of 23lb. on the Norton Water ; 
John Kinnaird one of 7dlb. on the Borrowstone Water; General Sir 
Leicester Smythe one of 26lb., and Mr. Albert Farquhar one of 8lb. on the 
Carlogie water. On Friday, A. McDougall, keeper, had two fish of 18 and 21]b. 
on the Borrowstone Water ; Mr. Lamond, one of 174lb., on the Norton Water, 
and General Sir Leicester Smythe, one of 17lb. ; while Mr. Stewart Farquhar 
had one of 14lb. on the Carlogie Water. On Saturday, Mr. John Harper had 
one of 16lb. on the Desswood Water ; Mr. W. E. Nicoland party, four fish, from 
63 to 25lb., on the Ballogie Water ; Mr. J. IF’. Dickie, one of 16lb., and Mr. 
George Blacklaws, two of 21 and 8lb., on the Commonty Water ;and Mr. W. 
Blacklaws, one of 18lb., on the Norton House Water. ‘The pools are now well 
stocked with spawning fish, but, unfortunately, too many fungoid fish have 
lately been observed in them. W. BLAcKLAWs AND Son. 





GHORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s. 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen. 
Urders punctually attended to,—(ADVT:) 
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THAMES ROACH-FISHING. 
By A PROFESSIONAL FISHERMAN, 


ROACH-FISHING, as modern writers tell us, is undoubtedly very 
different from what it was in years gone by, and the causes and 
reasons are easily told. The chief isno doubt the great increase of 
anglers, and in well-fished rivers, such as the Thames, to which my 
present article chiefly alludes, the great amount of food supply the 
fish are able to obtain from several sources—namely, the enormous 
quantity of ground-bait used in angling, the refuse from house-boats, 
drains, &c., besides what nature supplies in the shape of weeds, 
insects, &c. 

The increase of traffic on the river has no doubt much to do with it, as the 
spawn and small fry in the early part of the season get disturbed and destroyed. 
The fish themselves seem better educated and more difficult to catch, possibly 
from the amount of angling going on, or because they are greater epicures, owing 
to the quantity and diversity of baits offered to them. At any rate, it is an 
acknowledged fact that roach want a lot of fishing for at the present time ; 
but they are to be got both in quantity and quality, as they are still very 
plentiful, and it will be my endeavour to point out and show how this very 
desirable end is to be obtained. The first thing is to find out their whereabouts, 
which is not always an easy matter, and varies according to the season and 
district. 

Eariy-Season FISHING. 

In the early part of the season they are mostly on the shallows and weed 
beds, and then are hard to catch, and indeed are hardly worth the trouble ; but 
towards evening they generally retire to slow waters, about 3 or 4ft. deep, by the 
side under boughs, or to eddies close to the bank, and an hour or two’s sport can 
then be had with a Caddis Bait, a Bluebottle Fly, or a Cowdung Fly, fishing 
on the bottom. Sometimes they will take gentles and the red chrysalis, but 
they seem to prefer the Caddis. Very fine tackle should be used for this kind 
of fishing, and only just as few shots on the line as possible—none larger than 
No. 8, the first at least 10 or 12in. from the hook, which should be a small crystal 
No. 10 or 11, on the finest gut procurable. 


Summer Roacu-FisHine, Bars, &c. 


As the season advances they begin to get in better condition, and frequent the 
shallows and weed-beds less, and keep to the quiet waters, under boughs and 
eddies, and may then be fished for all day if the weather is dull; but if the 
weather is bright that is not much use untilevening. At this time the gentle 
and chrysalis are no doubt the best bait for them. I generally use one of each on 
the hook; the chrysalis first, to hide the binding on the hook, and the gentle 
after, only just putting the point of the hook in the tail part of the gentle, so as 
not to kill it; it will then move about, and seem more attractive than if the 
hook is put right through it. This I renew every fish I catch, or as soon as it 
seems dead. Ground bait, of course, is necessary ; clay and bran, with a few 
gentles, is all that is required, used frequently, but in small quantities. 


Tur Best SEASON. 


As the season still further advances, and the leaves begin to fall, and the weeds 
get old and sour—which, in my idea, is the time when roach-fishing proper 
commences—they leave the shallows, and confine themselves entirely to deep, 
quiet waters, sometimes close to the bank, and at times to mid-streams, if it does 
not flow too fast ; in fact, it may now be said they have found their winter 
quarters. These places are to be found where the stream runs slow, and from 
3£t. downwards in depth. The bottom in these places is not generally bright 
and gravelly, as most writers tell us it should be for roach ; but, on the contrary, 
muddy, which is only natural, as the stream being slow, it allows of a continual 
deposit ; what would be considered good jack-fishing water, where it runs slow 
enough and deep, is now good for roaching. Jack, as a rule, are not far from 
the place where their prey is most likely to be found. Generally in the summer 
months these places are full of weeds and flags, which will now be all, or nearly 
all, gone ; if not, I rake them out with a gudgeon rake, and leave the swim for 
a few days —in fact, it is best, where possible, to serve several swims in the 
same manner. Oftentimes the bottom in these places is not very even, 
which makes the fishing more difficult; but it is my experience that I get 
more fish and better ones, especially should there be a bit of a hole near the end 
of the swim, as the fish seem to take the bait just as it arrives there, evidently 
lying in wait for what the stream may bring over the ridge to them. The best 
fish generally take the bait in these valleys and such like places, and the best part 
of the swim is generally on what might be termed the edge—viz., just where the 
outside stream begins to quicken, and cause a sort of a boil or disturbance on the 
surface of the water. 


Tue Best Atit-RounpD Bait For Roacu. 


The bait that I now consider best for them, and, in fact, the best all-round 
bait for roach, andI seldom use any other unless in the early part of the season, 
as before described, or when the water is thick and cloudy after ‘a flood, when 
the worm comes in vogue, is a piece of bread. But, although I see it is mentioned 
by several writers of late years, in none of the works I have read have I seen 
it properly described as to how to prepare it and use it, and will therefore 
venture to explain how to do so. I cut the bottom or side crust from a 
stale tin-loaf, or a slack-baked ordinary loaf, and soak it at least six hours, more 
often 12, and even 24 or 48 hours will not spoil it. When about to use it, I cut 
off the rough outside skin, and then the inside white, until it is about $in., or 
less thick, which, if properly done, will be quite white on one surface, and a 
good yellow colour on the other. This I cut into perfectly square pieces, and 
this wants doing carefully, as, in my opinion, it is the squareness of the bait 
that makes it attractive, combined with the diversity of the colours. I don’t know 
if this is the cause ; but I think it is the action of the stream working on the 
corners of the bait causes it to spin, as it were, and keepsit moving and work- 
ing as it goes down stream. At any rate, I find the bait carefully cut much 
more effective than a ragged piece. It merely requires putting on the point of the 
hook, no attempt being made to cover the shank. For the first few times of using 
the bait it will undoubtedly want renewing every swim; but after a fair amount 
of practice it will be found to keep on fairly well, if the fish will let it alone, 
which I hope they will not for all who try it: it is generally lost in returning 
from the end of the swim to commence again ; but if care is taken to keep it 
well under water, it is seldom lost unless undue hurry is ‘used. For ground- 
bait use clay, not too stiff, bran and bread in about equal proportions, if any- 
thing, rather less bread, but well soaked and broke up, not thoroughly mashed, 
using small pieces about the size of a pigeon’s egg every other swim. If it is 
mixed right 1t will sink but slowly, and commence to break up as soon as it 1s 
in the water, and thus spread all over the swim, which should be from 20 to 30 
yards long ; if the fish should be well on the feed, still continue the ground-bait, 
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but put little or no bread in it. I do not hold with throwing in a lot of ground. 
bait at atime, and at long intervals, especially the sort generally used, which 
stays in one place until most of the fish have broken it up and gorged themselves 
with the contents, and those fish that have been caught, generally speaking, are 
those that have been waiting below the ground-bait, being driven away by the 
bolder fish, or being too shy to approach the top of the swim, and have been 
waiting below for the broken pieces of ground-bait to come down to them, and 
have mistaken the bait on the hook for some of it ; but the bulk of the fish have 
left off feeding, and are satisfied, and now I think another mistake is often 
made—in goes a lot more ground-bait, oftentimes enough to suffice for a half- 
day’s fishing. At times it has the desired effect to a certain extent; but my 
plan, when they leave off feeding, which they often do, is very different ; but I 
have proved it to be much more successful. 


A Nove. RUSE. 


T either throw ina lot of stones or hard pieces of clay, or take the punt-pole 
and beat the water well with it, and try to frighten all the fish away from the 
swim, and then have a rest for a quarter of an hour or so, and then 
commence again, and usually have not long to wait. The reason I do this 
is because I think the fish are often afraid to feed because of a jack or trout 
being about, which I think gets frightened away by my method ; or, that there is 
too much ground-bait in the swim, which the stream takes away by the time the 
fish return, which they undoubtedly will do if you only wait patiently ; although 
if I have another good swim near by, I sometimes try that for a time; but I don’t 
like shifting from a good swim. Half-an-hour’s waiting is often better than the 
time spent in preparing to fish elsewhere and haying to wait until the fish com- 
mence there, and then possibly decide to go back to the old place. Of course, 
before creating this disturbance I try other means, such as plumbing the depth 
afresh, and trying a little deeper or a little shallower, as the depth of the water 
varies, sometimes from the locks below or above being opened, &c. ; also trying 
further down the stream, as the fish may have dropped back, being frightened 
through haying hooked one and lost it, or disturbances caused in playing a fish, 
or they may have followed some of the ground-bait down stream again ; trying 
quite close to the punt, as they may have worked up after the heavy part of the 
ground-bait that has sunk close to the punt. This is usually a good sign, and 
shows they are well on the feed ; but then the ground-bait should be distributed 
lower down, as it is not desirable to have them too close, as it is more difficult to 
strike them properly, and they are more easily frightened away after the disturb- 
ance of playing and landing a few, especially if they run large and the landing- 
net comes into requisition. I like them to be at least 15 to 20 yards from the 
punt or commencement of the swim when hooked, as they then are easily got 
away from the other fish and can be played at the top of the swim, consequently 
do not disturb the others so much. 


Tue Roacn BItTeE. 


And now comes the all-important question about the roach bite which has 
been so thoroughly discussed. They certainly do not bite always alike—some- 
times quite slowly and distinctly, and these are the best of bites, and usually prove 
good fish. Again, at times, the bites will be very fast and sharp as it were, when 
they are decidedly hard to hook, and mostly prove to be small fish, although 
there are exceptions in this case. A very small hook, with bait to match, 
should now be tried, and will often succeed. At other times they will bite in 
another manner altogether, which is usually termed “ tricky.” To hook them 
when they are in this humour several tricks and dodges must be tried ; but these 
are hard to describe in writing. However, I will try to describe one that I have 
proved very effective. It has no doubt happened to most, or, I might say, all 
anglers who go in for roach-fishing, that just as they have ended their swim, 
and are going to withdraw the line to commence again, they have felt a decided 
pull, and often have brought a fish nearly home, and sometimes landed it, but 
more often lost it. The possible reason for this is : the fish have been following 
the bait down stream and feared to take it ; but suddenly seeing it going much 
faster away, and for fear of losing it altogether, at once took it; or it may be 
that the action of stopping and drawing the bait through the water caused it 
to spin, and appear more life-like, as I before described (which, I think, is the 
most likely). However, I try toimitate this movement ; but do not wait until 
I get to the very end of the swim ; but a few yards before I get there I quite 
quietly and gently bring the float to a standstill, and keep it thus for a second or 
so, and then drop it, or, rather, as it were, let it go on its course, and am then 
often rewarded by a decided bite. This manceuyre wants a little patience and 
perseverance to do it properly. All those I have shown it to quite agree with 
me, that it is very effective, and will often catch roach if worked right when 
they are in their very trickiest humour. In doing this no disturbance must 
be made on the surface of the water, and the line must not be held too 
long, or the fish may take the bait and eject it before the bite can be perceived 
and the fish struck. It certainly requires practice to learn this dodge ; but it 
is worth all the trouble. Several other ways may be tried, such as changing the 
bait, using the gentle or the chrysalis, or both combined, or a small piece of 
groundbait on the hook, providing there is sufficient bread and bran in it—these 
will often bring a fish or two; but if the before-mentioned dodge does not 
suffice I don’t think much good can be done. When fishing a drain swim small 
red worms should be used—the Cockspur for preference, and two on the hook 
I have found more effective than one ; the bread bait does not tell well at these 
swims, but will be taken bya few, and those generally good ones. I think when 
the water is much coloured after a flood, the Cockspur is much the best bait— 
far before the tail of the Lob—although I have caught some good roach with 
that bait when barbel fishing, and also seen them taken on eel lines baited with 
lob worms. When the roach get into the barbel swims, which they will do 
towards the latter end of the summer, especially if it has been very hot, they 
often cause considerable annoyance by pulling at the worms and greayes ; occa- 
sionally one is caught, and generally a good one. In this case I take off the 
‘barbel tackle and put on a much finer set, with a No. 9 hook, and for bait I use 
a piece of a freshwater mussel—the beard part is the best—twisted round and 
round the hook, so as to quite cover it. .With this bait I have often caught 
good roach, ledgering, of course, the same as for barbel. These mussels are 
easily procured with the landing-net close to the side of the river, mostly 
in stagnant, muddy parts, where the weeds are numerous; or a 
small maiden lob-worm, used whole; and again, two or three 
gentles and chrysalises, so as to completely cover the hook ; but much prefer 
the mussel bait. The time roach feed varies much. In fine, bright, warm 
weather the evening is undoubtedly the best time ; in winter they will often 
feed best in mid-day when the sun comes out and it is bright over head, although 
if the water is bright they will be hard to catch, and will want a lot of fishing 
for—fine and far off. In dull weather they will feed at nearly all times of the 
day ; but I think best after 10 or 11 o’clock, right on until it gets dark,:or a 
sudden chill comes on, which seems to stop them feeding. They will often’feed 
\ well in thoroughly cold weather, providing it has been settled so for some time. 
I don’t think the wind has so much to do with it as some writers tell us.: No 


doubt a rough wind makes it very inconvenient to fish, as the bites cannot be 
properly seen, and if seen the fish cannot be properly hooked, owing to the wind 
blowing the line about. Oftentimes between the gusts of wind a swim or two is 
to be got, or a swim is to be found under a lee shore, and good sport may be had 
when least expected. Close up under some overhanging boughs, providing the 
water is deep and quiet, will often yield a few under these circumstances ; but 
when the weather is changeable, and the wind keeps shifting, is anything but a 
good time for roaching. The breaking up of a frost, or a thaw of snow in the 
water, will knock them off feed for days, and sometimes for weeks, if the water 
should keep thick, but as soon as it begins to get clear again will be a good time 
to try. 
THE Rop. 

The rod that I use, and would recommend, is an ordinary Nottingham, about 
8ft. or 9£t. long, and weighing as many ounces, with plenty of upright 
rings, especially on the top joint, as the line then travels easier 
and is less likely to get entangled, which will frequently occur 
with the best of rods when fishing a long swim, especially if the 
wind is up stream. The winch I use is also a common wooden 
Nottingham, about 3in. in diameter, which should run free and true, but not too 
fast, or it will over-run when paying out the line ; but this depends a great deal 
how it is handled. Some can manage a fast-running reel, and some cannot use 
them at all ;an ordinary one will be sufficient with practice. For a running line 
T use the finest silk I can get undressed, and much prefer the plaited to the 
twist, as it does not kink and twist and curl up, and therefore travels much freer 
and easier, especially ina slow stream where it has to be payed out with the 
hand. The bottom I use is about 4ft. of the finest gut I can get, to which I 
attach the hook, a crystal No. 10 or 11—No. 10 for preference. The first shot I 
place just above or below where I attach the hook, which will be from 8 to 9in. 
therefrom, and should be a No. 8 ; the next shot should be a No. 6, about Gin. 
from the No. 8 ; the rest of the shots should follow all up the line about 3 or 4in 
apart, and will vary in quantity and size according to the strength of the 
stream and the float that is used. It is better to use a few large ones a distance 
apart than to have a whole string of small ones all of a heap, but no large 
ones should be nearer the hook than I have described. With regard to the 
float, an ordinary one of cork and quill, such as can be procured at nearly all 
tackle shops, will do, but must vary in size according to the strength of the 
stream and the depth of the water. I make my own with a goose-quill and 
an ordinary cork, and prefer to paint the top black about half an inch down, 
as I fancy I can see it better; but no doubt this is only a matter of fancy. 
Now comes a very important part of the business—viz., plumming the 
depth, and in this matter you cannot be too particular. Instead 
of letting the bait be just on the bottom, as is usual, let it be 
at least Gin. or more on the bottom, and you will find, if you 
have shotted the line as I have described, it will not trip ; or, so to speak, you 
will get no ground bites. However, it is as well to try a few swims down before 
baiting the hook, and should it trip, lower it a little, and try again—in fact, it is 
always as well to try a few swims with a bare hook, and make sure you are 
right, before you throw in the ground-bait, and commence to fish ; but don’t, on 
any account, be afraid of fishing well on the bottom. 

In conclusion, I hope your readers will be as successful with the roach as I 
have been, and will profit by my experience, which exteads over 20 years, and 
has been gained in the Thames, Lea, New River, Colne, and Brent, besides 
private waters. Harry CxiarK, Fisherman, Staines. 





THE LOCHS AND RIVERS OF ISLAY. 


IT is a somewhat curious circumstance that, despite its many attrac- 
tions for the angler and the antiquary, Islay, with the exception of 
Jura, is the least frequented of all the Hebridean group. Ii dis- 
tinctly deserves the title of the “Queen of the Hebrides”; for 
though, from an oceanic point of view, it can hardly be compared 
with Skye or Mull, yet, from an agricultural standpoint, it is superior, 
and to the antiquary and angler it is, at least, as interesting. A week 
spent among the lochs of “ verdant Islay” will never be regretted by 
the angler, provided he has anything like suitable climatic conditions 
for fishing. There is daily communication both summer and winter, 
and the sail is a most enjoyable one in fine weather. Leaving Glasgow 
or Edinburgh in the morning, the angler will be comfortably 
housed in either Bridgend or Port-Askaig at a reasonable hour in the evening, 
quite ready to enjoy the unlimited hospitality of the comfortable inn at either 
of these hamlets. From either of these inns the angler can fish several lochs 
free of charge, and in nearly all of them excellent fishing may be obtained. “In 
the following notes on the past season will be found a few useful facts concern- 
ing the principal lochs and rivers. 

Loch Ballygrant is, without doubt, the best loch in Islay, though this year 
the few anglers who have enjoyed the privilege of fishing it have not been so 
successful as of old; this, I think, may be attributed to the unfavourable 
weather, for there were few or no really good fishing days during the month 
(August) in which this loch was most fished. By that time, too, the weeds had 
grown to an alarming extent, and under such conditions loch trout are “ dour” 
to rise, though they sometimes “come again” latein September. The best place 
to fish Ballygrant from is Port-Askaig, some three miles off, where there is a 
comfortable inn, which has the privilege of fishing in one or two lochs within 
walking distance of the hotel, and from which excellent sea-fishing may be 
obtained, especially late in the year. The Ballygrant trout are mostly of the 
Loch Leven breed, having been introduced by the late Mr. Campbell, of Islay. 
They average about 1lb., and when in a taking mood they rise freely and fast, 
and play magnificently. Large flies are most commonly used; but in 
ordinary weather a Loch Leven cast is as deadly as anything. 
Yellow trout of the original native breed are also got, and though 
not so shapely as the strangers, yet they often run heavier. Some 
very heavy fish are occasionally captured in the loch, but a fish over 2lb. is 
an event, though a few years ago one of 7lb. was killed. That there are some 
such monsters left there is no doubt, but they rarely, if ever, take the fly or 
even the minnow. They are frequently seen during the spawning season. The 
loch fishes best in April, May, and June. Indeed, the best basket of the season, 
so far as I know, was killed by myself towards the end of April-(82 trout, 
27lb.), on a wild, stormy day ; but June, especially in the evening, is certainly 
the best time of the whole season. Should the trout be on the move, any 
number may be taken—viz., 96 trout in 40 minutes by two rods (as already 
chronicled in your columns) ; but the loch has had no chance of showing its 
powers this year, as it was almost unfished, especially during the good season 
The proprietor over-preserves it, and should the present order of things continue, 
an excellent loch will be spoiled by his suicidal policy. The fish used to be 
much heavier when a distillery was at work above its shores, the fish being fed 
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by the refuse “ draff,” but they are still of large size and excellent quality. The 
loch is a lovely little sheet of water, embosomed in trees, while from the east 
end the Raps of Jura, “ pictured high,” rise in majestic grandeur. Should leave 
be obtained, the angler will enjoy a veritable fishing paradise. There are three 
good boats on the loch, and the keeper knows the best spots for fishing. 

Loch Losset is connected by a small stream with Ballygrant, and in the early 
part of the season, especially in June, yielded phenomenal sport. It can be 
fished from Port-Askaig, and residence at the inn there confers the right. There 
is only one boat, but it can be fished equally well from the shore. The trout 
run three to the pound, but pounders and half-pounders are by no means rare. 
Tn two afternoons on this loch I killed 191 fish, weighing 5741b., and during the 
season over 700 fish, of a corresponding weight to the above ; So the angler is 
sure to meet with a considerable measure of success. It never fails to yield 
good sport, especially before the weeds come up. In it there are some large 
trout, but they are rarely seen, though this year I rose the largest loch trout I 
have ever seen. Lossit fishes best (like its neighbour, Ballygrant) in a brisk 
east wind or a moderate southerly breeze, and by the shores and along the rushes 
are the best spots. It was very little fished during the past season. 

Loch Broad, Loch Long, and The Trout Loch, lie still further up the country, 
and afford good sport. The first-named contains an occasional sea-trout, while 
the last simply swarms with fish of tlb. or so, of which any number may be killed, 
as they rise at anything and everything. There are many other hill lochs, too 
numerous to be detailed, in all of which, after some walking, the angler may 
have fine sport among the smaller class of loch trout ; but he should have as a 
companion one who knows the hills and lochs, for should, in the first place, the 
mist come on, he will certainly wander, and in the second, many of the tarns 
have no fish, and there is a strong family resemblance between them. He will 
be safe, as a rule, however, if he angles only in those lochs from which streams 
issue, both elsewhere as well as in Islay, when wandering among the mountains 
on fishing intent. It is worth while penetrating to the wild region where the 
small pool lies that holds trout with no tail-rays ; but this he need not attempt 
to find without a guide, and he must be prepared for a hard walk, and be forti- 
fied against disappointment at the end, for the trout, though their existence is 
an undoubted fact, rarely demonstrate on their own account et propriis personis 
the truth of the statement. 

On the north side of the excellent road from Port-Askaig to Bridgend 
(7% miles) lie two good lochs—namely, Loch Finlaggan and Loch Stonsay. 
These are on the estate of Mr. Morrison, of Islay, and a courteous letter to the 
lessee of the shooting will elicit an equally courteous and favourable reply, 
though leave for the latter is seldom asked. On the former, the tenant of Fin- 
laggan Farm has a boat, and he is always ready to lend it to any angler free of 
charge. On Stonsay there is no boat. The Loch of Finlaggan is the second 
largest in Islay, and is a lovely sheet of water, lying among soft pastoral scenery. 
It 1s about 12 miles long by some } mile wide, and fishes well all the season, 
though, if anything, it is better in the earlier months. It contains abundance of 
trout of all sizes ; but the average is about three to the pound. The loch must 
contain an occasional salmon, as they havea clear run up from the Sorn, and I 
have landed salmon smolts in it in spring. It is never fished in late autumn, 
and hence its capabilities as a salmon loch are untried. Unluckily I have not 
tried it during the salmon season, otherwise I could have given a more decided 
opinion. Upwards of 900 fish have fallen to my rod out of this loch during the 
Season, and the few anglers who have fished it have had fair sport. 

Stonsay has yielded, or would have yielded, well to anyone fishing it, as it 
abounds with trout of very varying size, but unvaried quality. It has been 
rarely fished, however. 

Lochs Ardnahuidh and Torrabus are small and very uncertain lochs, containing, 
the former, trout of about #Ib., the latter, larger fish, but in both lochs they are 
very shy, and sport is very doubtful. On occasions they yield good sport, but 
these are so rare as hardly to make it worth the angler’s while to visit them, 
though the sea-views are very fine. There are numerous small hill lochs all 
yielding fair, some excellent, sport, which may be reached by way of Finlaggan ; 
but local inquiry will help the angler to find them, though he must be mindful 
of the Celtic desire to please and make sure of his information. On Finlaggan 
Loch the angler will find some interesting ruins on the large island. These ruins 
are all that remain of the chief stronghold and headquarters of the Lords of the 
Isles. Ina field near the farm he will see the stone marking the spot where 
of old they were crowned. 

Lochs Coam, Sherrols, and Drolsey are small lochs, within easy walking distance 
of Bridgend, but they are hardly worthy of the angler’s notice. The first named 
contains small trout and perch, the second pike (which are rarely angled for), and 
the third trout of no great size. None of them are, however, worth fishing, 
though, for the sake of the walk and the view, an “ off” day may be very agree- 
ably spent in visiting them. d 

Some seven miles from Bridgend Inn (a most comfortable hostelry and the 
most central) lies a splendid loch, Loch Guirm, the largest and in many respects 
the best loch in the island, and certainly the most frequented by anglers. The 
loch may be said to be almost circular, being some two miles long by one broad. 
In one respect it is one of the most peculiar lochs in Scotland, being only some 
Gft. or 7ft.deep at the deepest places. All over the loch, therefore, fish may be 
taken, though of course some places are better than others. The trout are of 
excellent quality, and average fully 4lb., though, towards the end of the season 
especially, much heavier fish are captured. Gamer fish than the Loch Guirm 
trout cannot be found anywhere, and a lively hour on Loch Guirm, with the fish 
on the move, is numberedamong an angler’s happy memories. Loch Guirm fishes 
best on a dull day witha gentle southerly breeze, and the evening is the best time. 
Local authorities declare that Loch Guirm is of no use in ahigh breeze, owing to 
the sand being then stirred up and the water too dirty for the fish to see the fly ; 
but this theory I consider arises from the laziness of the local boatmen, who do 
not care for more hard rowing than they can avoid. By fishing on the weather 
shore good fishing may be had on any day. Though a stream runs from Loch 
Guirm direct to the Atlantic, salmon do not ascend, owing, it is said, to the 
rough shore. Want of enterprise on the part of the proprietors is here the true 
cause of the absence of salmon. They (the salmon) will never come up of them- 
selves, but the introduction of salmon fry would soon settle the difficulty. About 
two miles from Loch Guirm lies Loch A-Cor, a thickly-weeded loch of intensely 
dark peaty water. It abounds with trout, which, though dark in colour, run to 
a good size (say jlb.), take freely, and give good sport. A little exertion in 
spring on the part of the keeper would vastly improve the loch, for by July the 
weeds almost prevent any fishing at all, and, for the actual size of the loch, the 
angling water is very limited. Taken asa whole, Lochs Guirm and A-Cor are the 
best lochs on the island, for they are perfectly open. There are six boats on Loch 
Guirm, and seldom, if ever, does the angler fail to secure one of these. As a 
general rule, the angler on Loch Guirm will meet with most success off the 
rocky points and stony bottoms. The fish are perfect beauties, mingling 
purple with gold in charming contrast. From two to three dozen is a fair 
day’s work, though much larger takes are often made. June and July are 
the best months, and a fine quiet summer the most favourable sort of season. 


The fishing on the whole has been fair this year, but hardly up to the 
standard of former years. 'The sea views in the vicinity of these lochs are 
magnificent, and worthy in themselves of going a long way to see. With 
regard to flies, as a rule Islay trout prefer rough bodies, either red, green, 
yellow, or a mixture of any two of , these and some. ordinary. sort 
of wing,‘such as teal. Teal wing and red, in fact; is one.of the best 
combinations possible. The angler can make no mistake as to the 
right fly if he uses common loch patterns, for the fish will take almost 
anything when on the move, and almost nothing when otherwise inclined. 
Almost all the burns of Islay contain a fair quantity of burn-trout, with a 
sprinkling of sea-trout in the autumn months ; but two, at least, the Laggan 
and the Sorn, are excellent streams. The Laggan is much the largest river in 
Islay, both in length, breadth, and volume of water. When in flood it is by no 
means a very small stream, and affords excellent salmon-fishing, especially in its 
lower reaches. Leave for the part above the bridge on the Port Ellen road can 
easily be obtained, and here good sport may be obtained both among sea-trout 
and salmon. Below the bridge, where the best fishing is to be had, leave is not 
very easy to obtain ; but should it be got, on a favourable day the angler would 
meet with splendid success, as the river simply swarms with salmon and sea- 
trout. The fish run to about 8lb. on an average, but much heavier fish are 
occasionally got. The Sorn isa much smaller stream, but affords, as a rule, 
surer sport than the Laggan ; but, owing to the few salmon pools in it, the 
angler need not expect to obtain a general leave to fish, as three or four 
rods on it would soon clear the river of salmon. An occasional day, 
however, if courteously asked, is generally as courteously granted by 
the shooting tenant. Three salmon, half-a-dozen sea-trout, and a dozen 
yellow trout of a fair size should be about the basket of a 
good rod on a favourable day. For both these rivers October is the best month, 
and the most taking flies I have found to be roughly-dressed ones—a yellow 
body and a dark turkey, or other wing of that nature, the most deadly of all. 
Medium-sized flies are used. In many of the smaller streams good sea-trout- 
fishing is to be had, and in them, so far as known to me, the fishing is quite 
free. There is alittle shooting to be had by staying at Bridgend Inn, and this 
helps to vary the sport. Taken as a whole, I fancy most anglers would enjoy 
a week or a fortnight among the lochs and rivers of “ verdant Islay.” 
Duunniz Mone. 





SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXVIII. 


By W. MuRpocH. 
(Continued from page 233.) 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE LOCHS: STRATH HALLADALE. 


THE chief angling lochs in the eastern side of the basin of the 
Halladale river are Loch Leir, Loch Sletill, Loch an Talamh-fthuill, 
Loch nan Clach Geala, Loch Saird, Loch Sainn, Loch na Caorach, 
Loch na Seilge, and Loch Achrain. 

Loca Lrir.—This compact little loch is only about a mile in circumference. 
Tt lies within a short distance of the Caithness border, and its surroundings are 
wholly moorland. Ina beeline it is distant north-eastward almost four miles 
from Forsinard Hotel; but by the easiest route, and the one usually taken, 
which is by first walking along the railway line 3} miles, then crossing the moor, 
holding due north, an additional mile is added, and the whole distance, as there 
is no made road, has to be done entirely on foot. Remote as it is, this loch is 
well worth visiting, as ona favourable day it is good for a very nice basket of 
pink-fleshed trout. Like the other early lochs in. the district, it fishes best in 
June and July. The trout are into condition by the end of May, and in an early 
season a fortnight earlier ; they are not shy, and the loch is reckoned moderately 
certain; and although the months indicated are undoubtedly the best for 
angling, and the trout are just in pink condition about that time, the sport 
which is got at other times—on even till the end of September—when the 
weather is favourable is nevertheless highly satisfactory. A stiffish breeze is of 
much importance, and by wading a few yards into the shallow bays the best 
sport is obtained. For the season the average baskets daily would weigh from 
12lb. to 15lb. ; baskets of from 20Ib. to 23lb. in weight have been got ; and in 
the earlier (the best) months the baskets run from about 16lb. to 18lb. The 
trout scale a little below 4lb. on anayerage ; but a few up to 1ilb. in weight are 
occasionally met with. They show pretty fair sport when hooked. Forsinard 
Hotel is the best place to put up at, and the fishing is free to visitors there. 


Locu Sierity.—This superb trouting loch is not now open to the public ; 
but Mr. Paterson, of Brighouse, or the tenant of Forsinard shootings, may grant 
a courteous applicant permission to have a day’s fishing. Both these gentlemen 
have a boat on the loch, and a right to the trouting. Sletill is only about a mile 
to the north of Loch Leir ; it is wholly in Sutherlandshire, but the boundary 
line between that county and the county of Caithness runs along its eastern 
shore. It is reached from Forsinard Hotel by driving four miles down Strath 
Halladale to Forsinain Farm, and walking 2} miles eastward along the moor. 
Splendid sport is got on Sletill. Its trout run a capital average—from #lb. to 
1lb. ; they are pink-fleshed, very firm, and as pretty and shapely as one could 
wish, while their superior gameness adds to the attractiveness of the sport. 
Indeed, it is safe to say that few, if any, lochs in the North are so well stocked 
with such excellent trout, running so uniformly large, and possessed of thesame 
pluck and sporting proclivities.. Trout abound everywhere throughout the loch. 
When a good wave is on they are partial to a large fly ; but on very blustery 
days it is noticeable that they rise most freely in the comparatively calm water 
of the bays on the weather shore. In thoroughly favourable weather the 
angling is very certain ; if, however, the weather is not propitious the fish sulk, 
and the angler is fortunate if he succeeds in getting four or five at the most. 
The loch deserves its high reputation. An average basket on really favourable 
days is from 30Ib. to 35lb. Wonderful takes are recorded from time to time. 
A few years ago a gentleman and Mr. Paterson's (Bighouse) keeper killed in one 
day 120 trout, weighing 87lb. The best trout are got by fishing in the bays, 30 
to 60 or 70 yards out from the shore, according: to: the depth of the water and 
the height of the wave. The bays invariably yield most abundantly ;_ but 
if one fishes too close to the shore, heis: sure to be pestered with small fry. 
Tf a day's fishing is got it ought to be made a long day, say from 9.30 a.m. to 
8 p.m., as one thereby makes the most of: the opportunity. Trolling is seldom 
attended with much success. The loch is a small sheet of water, measuring 
only about a quarter of a mile in breadth by fully half a mile in length. It is 
compact, and is almost everywhere comparatively shallow and free from weeds. 
The bottom is bright—composed of stone, shingle, sand, and marl—and to this 
the fine colour of the trout is due. Sletill isan early loch. It lies in a flat, and 
is entirely surrounded by moor. : J f 

Locn AN TALAMH-FTHUILL.—This small but good angling loch is abundantly 
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stocked with pink-fleshed trout, ranning on an average about four to the pound, 
Tt lies close to the county march and in the moor, about 1} miles to the north 
of Loch Sletill. It is open to visitors at Forsinard Hotel. The feeding is 
good, and the trout are superior in quality, beautifully shaped, and very game. 
A good day’s work would be from 12lb. to 16lb. Few trout over IIb. in weight 
are to be met with. The loch fishes best in the earlier months of the trouting 
season ; and, as it does not carry a boat, it is necessary to wade. On a mild, 
breezy, half-cloudy day a capital basket is sure to be got. The whole expanse 
of water is under three-quarters of a mile in circumference. Route from For- 
sinard Hotel—the same as to Loch Sletill, in the first instance ; then walk 24 
miles over the moor—short heather. 

Loci NAN CLacH GEALA OR CLACH NA GaLL.—This loch has a high reputa- 
tion among anglers, and it will deserves it. Although shallow and small— 
about the size of Talamh-fthuill—it is noted for its trout, which, in quality, 
equal those of Loch Sletill, and average about #lb. It fishes well all the season, 
but the earlier months are by far the best. It would, no doubt, soon be over- 
fished if it carried a boat ; but this the landlord of Forsinard Hotel, whose guests 
have aright to fish, very considerately guards against. In long waders the 
angler may wade almest anywhere without being in any danger. In one place 
—which the gillie will point out—the bottom is soft ; but in wading it, though 
the tendency is to sink, there is no occasion for alarm, as the mud is only about 
afoot in depth. Trout are very numerous, and sport is got all over the loch, 
but the hays are most to be relied on ; by fishing early in the day, or late in the 
evening, large trout—from 1}lb. to 2lb. in weight—are got. Three-and-a-half 
and four-pounders have been caught, and of these weights a good many, no 
doubt, are still in the loch. Fine cast-lines and medium flies are best, unless the 
wave is all the heavier, The trout, when in prime condition, cut up quite as red as 
asalmon fresh from the sea; the larger ones give magnificent play, showing over 
and over again out of the water, and spinning the line splendidly off. Between 
the middle of June and the middle of July is the very best time, and from 18lb. 
to 20lb. would represent a fair take in a good long day. The loch is in the hilly 
ground, north-eastward about 1+ mile from Forsinain farm. 

Locu Sartnn.—This loch is about a mile in length, and its average width is 
under a quarter of a mile. It is well stocked with ordinary loch trout, small in 
size, and rather white-fleshed, but very gamesome ; they average about six to the 
pound, and on a good day the sport is encouraging. Baskets of 16lb. and 17Ib. 
have often been made by one rod in the course of eight or nine hours. The hotel- 
keeper at Forsinard used to have a boat on the loch, but he removed it as the 
trout were so small. Fewof those caught weigh 4lb., but plenty of fully 4b. 
are got when the weather is favourable ; the average basket is 10lb. The lochs 
that contain the red trout are all earlier than this one, and the best months are 
July, August, and September. The fishing is not preserved. Route from 
Forsinard Hotel: Drive to Croick, seven miles, thence walk eastward 2% miles. 
The loch is surrounded by moor, and the scenery is of no importance. Another 
small loch—viz., 

Loci Sarrp, is only about three-quarters of a mile off, in an easterly direc- 
tion. This loch is also a somewhat late one. It has, however, a better name 
than Loch Sainn. Its trout run larger, and heavier baskets are generally 
obtained. The fishing is free to parties staying at Forsinard Hotel. An average 
basket is about 13lb. ; but a very much better take is occasionally got. A good 
many of the trout run from lb. to 1lb. in weight—average, four or five to the 
pound. The loch is compact and very well stocked. It is necessary to wade, as 
the hotel-keeper does not provide a boat. When westerly or south-westerly 
breezes prevail, several places which the gillie will point are certain to yield 
particularly well. Fine tackle should be used. The trout are a little superior 
in quality to those of Loch Sainn, but scarcely so sport-showing in proportion to 
their size. The loch is surrounded by moor. It is little more than a mile in 
circumference. Loch Sainn, which is connected with the river Halladale by the 
Trantlebeg burn, receives its surplus water. Dubh-lochs are pretty numerous 
in the hilly ground on this side of the strath. 

Loch NA CaoRracH oR CooracH.—This loch teems with fine pink-fleshed 
trout, and first-rate sport is got—say, 18lb. on an average day ; and from the 
middle of May tothe middle of August is the best part of the season. It is open 
to visitors at Forsinard Hotel, and is reached from that place by driving eight 
miles down Strath Halladale to a placed called Smigelburn, then walking up the 
brae, and afterwards holding north-eastward for 14 mile along the moor. The 
loch is almost 14 mile in circumference, and from 500 to 600 yards wide at the 
widest part. The hotel-keeper at Forsinard gives the use of a boat free of 
charge. There are five or six excellent drifts a little out from the shore. On 
calm, mild days the trout may be seen sporting all over the loch; but in rough, 
squally weather, the greater bulk of them frequent the moderately calm water 
along the weather shore. There is very good feeding in the loch, hence the 
superior quality of the trout, many of which weigh from 1 to 2lb. For the 
season, the average weight of those caught is a trifle under db. ; but in very 
favourable weather, trout of a greater general weight are got if the angler fishes 
the best places and keeps a right distance out from the shore. A basket weigh- 
ing 301b. has been got in a day by one rod; 18lb., as remarked, would representi 
a fair day ; and very good takes—which are frequently obtained—run from 20 
to 25lb. Moderately small flies are best unless the weather is cold and particu- 
larly windy ; but early in the season a large fly should be tried at the start. 
The angler is always sure of a take. The trout are very symmetrical and very 
game. The loch is in the moor, and like the other lochs near by, “it has no 
screen or bield from the stern onset of careering winds.” 

Loch NA SEILGE OR SHALLAG.—This loch is considerably larger than any of 
the other lochs on this side of the Halladale, being between 24 and 3 miles in 
circumference ; and its surplus water is received by Loch Caorach, from which it 
is distant about a quarter of a mile, across the moor, to the east. Loch na Seilge 
is well known, much frequented, and very abundantly stocked with fine trout, 
of delicious flavour and great gameness. The angling results in the earlier 
months are almost always satisfactory. Grand takes are often reported. Several 
years ago one rod captured in three days 228 trout, weighing 132lb.; and 
baskets of 85 trout, 53lb., and 73 trout, 40lb., are placed on record as examples 
of what has been done by one rod ina day. From 20 to 22lb. is considered a 
very fair basket. The loch is as good as ever it was ; there is no falling-off in 
the angling, and fish are as numerous and quite as heavy as ever they were at 
the time when the fishing was restricted. They average, as near as may be 
estimated, jlb.; but in very favourable weather—moist, warm, and with a 
slight breeze—trout averaging almost lb. may be caught by fishing in water 
somewhat deeper than that in which the ordinary kind of sport is obtained. On 
rough days the exposed parts of the loch stand a fly of almost the largest size ; 
but on occasions when the breeze, although blowing strongly, is softly warm, 
flies from medium to fairly small are the best for fishing with along the weather 
shore. In breezy weather the weather shore also affords the best sport, as the 
trout congregate near the side to catch the flies which are lifted from the 
heather by the wind, and whirled into the loch. Ona moist, genial day, during 
the height of the May Fly and Heather Moth season, it is worth while seeing 
the trout plop-plopping all along the shere after a puff of wind has lifted a cloud 


of flies from the moor. The trout of Sletill, Clach na Gall, Acron, and Coorach 
are every bit as well fed with fly, and in favourable weather they also may be 
seen sporting in a similar manner. They have other feeding; but do not 
subsist to the same extent upon sticklebacks as the trout of Loch na Shallag. 

Few lochs are earlier than this one. If, following a mild spring, genial weather 
is experienced during the latter half of May, good sport will be got at that time, 
and most of the trout be found to be in pretty fair condition. The best of the 
season is over by the middle of August ; but for the space of six weeks there- 
after anglers who can fish a long day, and be contented with fair results, will 
not be disappointed. The trout, when in good condition, are very firm ; they 
are beautifully marked and pink-fleshed, and their sporting and edible qualities 
are not surpassed. Those running the best average are got in fine angling 
weather during the earlier months. Trout up to 2lb. weight are met with, and 
24 and 3-pounders are known to frequent the loch ; many between 1} and 12lb. 
are caught every season. The landlord of Forsinard Hotel provides a boat free 
for the use of his visitors. The loch is open, and there is no restriction as to 
the mode of angling ; trolling may be tried, but fly is far the best lure. The 
moor round about is pretty level. Route—same as to Loch na Caorach, which 
see. 








THE MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 


By EDGAR 8S. SHRUBSOLE. 
(Continued from page 234.) 


IN our last contribution we promised our readers to introduce them 
to some of the excellent “swims ” above Farleigh Bridge. 

It is here that the Medway begins to look its prettiest in its russet 
autumn mantle. It is here that it begins to narrow into a meander- 
ing stream, leaving behind, as a kind of hollow ambition, its 
pretensions to the character of a powerful, roughly-rolling river, 
such as it appears in the region of Port Victoria and the solitary 
forts. 

After leaving Farleigh Bridge, on your journey upwards, you are led to think 
of old Christopher Marlowe’s well-known lines, which sing of 


“ Shallow rivers to whose falls 
Melodious birds sing madrigals.” 





Woe be to the angler, however, if he chance to pay his first visit to this 
locality in the height of the hopping season, when the wily Whitechapelite 
desecrates these verdant scenes by his unwelcome, but almost necessary, presence. 
The angler, with that innocent trustfulness in human kind which is proverbial 
of his class, and knowing little of the predatory proclivities of the “ wise men» 
from the East,” may, in all thoughtlessness, leave his boat and tackle the while 
he pays a fleeting visit to the adjacent Ancient Bull, and, on his return, he may 
find that other hands than his have been busy, and done foul havoc with tackle 
and skiff. In connection with this we would simply say, ‘ware hawks,” and 
never leave your boat or rod unless under reliable care. 

A little above Fairleigh Bridge, on the left bank of the stream, a long fringe 
of willows forms a pretty spectacle, and affords a favourite retreat in the autumn 
months for chub. It is also a prolific ground for bottom-fishing all through the 
season. In this locality you are comparatively free from the interruption 
caused by pleasure boats, which seldom, on account of the tedious labour, come 
through the lock ; you are “ far from the madding crowd,” and may fish at your 
ease, with the contented mind of a true angler. Immediately above the bridge, 
too, at times, can be seen shoals of immense carp. Only a short 
time ago, in company with a friend, we strolled across the bridge with 
the object of viewing the assemblies of dace which can be found 
there; but, instead of dace, there was a shoal of the biggest carp 
we have seen for many a day. In sober truth, the largest must have weighed 
201b., and the smallest at least 121b. How the piscatorial instinct quickened 
at the sight ! and how we longed for rod and line at that moment, notwith- 
standing the extreme improbability of a successful haul! Several friends 
resident near the locality declare that it is no uncommon thing to observe 
abnormally large carp near the surface of the water just above the bridge. We 
have seen plenty that would scale 8lb. or 10lb. ; but never before or since have 
we noticed such “ smarmers.” 

Between here and Barming there are many spots famous for catches of roach 
and bream. On the right-hand bank, between the bridge and the waterworks 
reservoir, there is a large bed of reeds, and here bream and roach abound. There 
is a good fishing bottom ; but an even better spot is known as the “ Pipe swim,’ 
where the waste water from the reservoir enters the river. On the left bank, 
on Mr. Ellis’s ground (to fish from which permission must be obtained), the 
same fish may be grassed. This place is situated about 200 yards above the 
bridge, and is easily distinguished, for many anglers have there left their ‘ foot- 
prints on the sands of time.” A cosy situation may be obtained by working 
your way through a thick clump of trees, and fishing from between two large 
willows. 

Following the right-hand bank, there is a place to be commended a little 
above the first pair of “‘clap-gates,” for here a swim of about 200 or 300 yards 
in length has been known to yield most excellent profit. Immediately opposite, 
the left bank contains a good bream hole; but from here to Barming Bridge 
seems to be somewhat forsaken by the fish. The right bank, however, holds many 
good spots. We may particularise a good hole (and there is no mistake, it is a 
hole) opposite Mr. Lewis's wharf—the second wharf above Fairleigh Bridge ; 
and there is another spot just.below Barming Bridge, on Mr. Hartridge’s ground. 
This is on the left bank, and is a capital swim for bream. All around the 
ancient wooden bridge at Barming the lusty perch holds high levée, and here he 
bites with impunity. 

In connection with this locality, we would have any intending visitors keep 
a watchful eye on the “water-wolf,” otherwise the rat. The unwary angler, 
new to the spot, is occasionally the unconscious provider for this voracious 
rodent. We will illustrate with a true story. 

Strolling along the bank, not many months ago, but being bent upon pur- 
poses other than piscatorial, we observed an angler busy with the exciting 
pastime of catching sundry fine roach. 

After every catch—and these were pleasantly frequent—he threw the Ifish 
behind him on to the grass, with the careless air of a man who has quite a 
plethora of good things which he does not care to count until he squares up 
matters for the day. We also noticed that another party betrayed more vivid 
interest in these same fish than did the catcher thereof ; and this second party 
was none other than a fine specimen of the genus Mus. Hiding in the grass, he 
seized fish after fish, and stealthily crept away with it to some mysterious hole, 
whence he returned for another tit-bit, no doubt praising Providence that 
if not the loaves, at least the fishes, were coming easily to his clutch, and chuckling» 
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merrily to think how Mrs. Rat was enjoying these material favours at home. 
We said to the angler (who was all oblivious of the interesting proceedings going 
on behind him)— 

“ Any sport to-day, sir ?” 

Angler said carelessly, as though it were no uncommon thing with him, 
“ Caught a few—perhaps twenty !” 

We said, “ Are they fine ’uns ?”’ 

Angler replied, “ Judge for yourself. They are somewhere near you.” 

We said, “ Ah! Here are four or five—only small ’uns, though.” 

Angler (incredulously), “ Five ! more like fifteen! Look in the grass,” and, 
climbing up tbe bank, the deluded man began to grope amongst the thick under- 
growth for his fish. 

And then we explained what we had seen. Angler turned blue and white. 
We suggested Godfrey Daniel’s Blast Works, as usual ; but he was evidently a 
person of strong self-control, and not prone to profanity. But he took hold of his 
landing handle with a firm and determined grip, and ordered the funeral of that rat 
—an order which was executed with celerity a few moments afterwards, when, 
like Brer Fox, “lying low,” we caught the thieving quadruped red-handed 
with another fish in his jaws. One blow from the iron-bound handle of the 
landing-net, and Mrs. Rat was a widow! No ‘stored urn” marks the resting- 
place of the malefactor, but the memory of his deeds blossom in his dust ! 

We have now reached Barming Bridge, and a magnificent panorama presents 
itself. The vale of the Medway stretches along before us, and the historic old 
banks rise proudly on either hand, while the lofty spire of Barming Church is 
seen whitening in the distance, realising the poet’s idea— 


“ The decent church which tops the neighbouring hill !” 
(To be continued. ) 


NOTES. 


A CORRESPONDENT writes that in a fly-rod made after his own ideas he 
believes he has attained about the most useful combination rod that can be 
made. He describes it as follows :—“ It is in three joints, with an extra butt. 
At full length it measures 11ft. Gin., and is a split-cane rod. This rod,” 
says our correspondent, “is very stiff and well up to playing an occasional 
peal. Changing the butt, the rod becomes a very handy, stiff little 9ft. 6in. 
brook rod, which will carry one of those heavy, tapered lines so useful in cast- 
ing against the wind. The rod would be a first-rate one to take on an angling 
tour where varied sport was likely to be met with, and the amount and-weight 
of impedimenta a consideration. It was made by Warner and Sons, of Red- 
ditch.” 
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It has been suggested to us that we should have drawings made of the 
various sizes of hooks, number them after the most sensible method, and publish 
the drawings in the FisHinc Gazerre. The scale could then always be referred 
to in ordering hooks, and the manufacturer or shopman would have only to look 
at our drawing to see the exact size required. No. 1, 2, or 3 “ Anglers’ Standard 
Hook” size would result in 1, 2, or 3 being sent according to our scale. This 
would not affect the manufacturers, who might go on making hooks to as many 
different scales as they pleased, while the angler would get what he ordered, 
which is not always the case under the present system. Of course, this would 
not work if the manufacturers, &c., neglected to keep a drawing of our scale ; 
but we imagine that in their own interests they would not neglect to do this. 
The sizes might be called the Anglers’ Standard Hook Scale, 

* i bt * 


Mr. F. T. Gervers, of The Firs, Kingston, Surrey, killed a salmon of 271b., in 
the Conway, North Wales, on Nov. 8th. 
* > st * * 

Can any of our readers give us particulars of a bit of fishing to let” not 
more than two hours from London? The water preferred would be that which 
would give good general angling, with an occasional trout, and could be with 
or without cottage. 

* * * * * 

A correspondent in the Midlands, who possesses a large sheet of water well 
stocked with fish, writes to ask us if we can tell him how to improve the size of 
his jack, which, although now “very numerous, and all in good condition, the 
average size caught is not more than 3lb., instead of 6, 8, or 10lb., as common 
in former times.” We remember answering a query of this kind seven or eight 
years ago, and Mr. J. H. Keene endorsed our opinion from his own experience. 
There can be no doubt that if pike are confined to one sheet of water, unless of 
very great extent, they in time degenerate by interbreeding year after year. 
Overcrowding is as bad for fish as for human beings. If the water were ours, 
we should thin out the jack and put in some fresh blood from a river if 
possible. 

% * * * * 

Miss Fortescue, of Kingcausie, must be considered as among the crack salmon 
fishermen of this season. Just before the season closed this young lady took a 
brace of fish weighing respectively 37lb. and 42lb. ; the latter being the heaviest 
fish killed on the Aberdeenshire Dee this last season. 

* * * * * 

Elsewhere will be found an account of some experimental net-fishing in the 
Sligo Salmon Fishery. It appears that “Mr. Petrie alleged, and his witnesses 
proved, that salmon went over the weir in October, November, and December 
to the lake, which were useless for spawning purposes, and afforded no sport to 
anglers.” The italics in the above are ours. Why are the fish useless for 
spawning purposes ? 

2 tt % 3 % 

At an inquest held in Manchester last Wednesday on the body of a man 
named Heron, who poisoned himself with strychnine, a letter sent by him to 
his wife was read, in which he asked her to forgive him, but continued : “ You 
have never given me anything for my birthday. Had it only been a penny 
cigar I would have prized it. I have struggled to find you something or other 
on your birthday ; but you always pleaded poverty.” % 

* * 

It is curious how tastes differ. We imagine most people would feel inclined 
to take a dose of strychnine if their wives offered them a penny cigar, and yet this 
poor fellow died for one. 

% % ss Es 

One has to go back so far into ancient history for accounts of a good old- 
fashioned fight between men in mail with naked swords, that the following 
description of a real fight of this kind at St. Louis the other day is quite 
refreshing. The champions, whose announced intention to make public trial of 
their respective strength and valour had attracted a vast assemblage to the scene 
of combat, were Duncan Ross, whose name belies him if he be not a Scotsman, 
and August Schmitt, a Teuton born,and whilom a soldier of the German 
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army. The conditions of combat having been agreed upon, and a 
place selected for the meeting, Ross and Schmitt, converted into 
ironclads for the nonce, rode into the “ champ -clos,” and forth- 
with engaged in a fight the grim reality of which soon made itself 
apparent to all present. Nine bouts of ‘‘sharps” ensued, all of which are 
described in St. Louis journals as having been ‘“‘very vicious.” Blows fairly 
delivered on the body-armour of either combatant scored in favour of the 
swordsman who contrived to put them “home,” whereas cuts telling on the 
helmet were disallowed, and did not “count,” except, we suppose, to their 
recipients. In the course of the third “assault,” Ross, who is an exceptionally 
powerful man, struck his adversary such a tremendous body-blow that 
his sword cut clean through Schmitt's harness, inflicting a flesh- 
wound from which the blood streamed freely. The first four bouts 
indeed, resulted satisfactorily to Ross, who “got home” upon his opponent each 
time with indisputable success. Then the tide of battle turned for a while, 
and Schmitt proved victorious in three successive bouts, one of his mighty 
strokes all but unseating the valiant Scot. Ross, however, scored heavily in 
the eighth rally, and Schmitt’s mishap lent such untoward vigour to that 
champion’s brawny arm, that at the close of the next and last encounter he 
dealt Ross a ‘“‘ swipe” that severed his head-piece in twain, and almost split his 
skull. Prone upon the bosom of mother earth lay the Caledonian champion ; 
but the meed of victory was unanimously awarded to him, and the stalwart 
Teuton, weighed in the seales of popular judgment, kicked the beam. 
* % * % 


We confess we do enjoy a good fight—and there is every prospect of a very 
pretty one coming off in our columns between “The Onlooker” and other 
correspondents. The preliminary sparring has been “ quite elegant,” as they 
say over the water, 

% 2 % % + 

Several letters we are obliged to hold over this week, for the same reason as 
that given by the fair American, who, when asked at dinner if she would have 
some more, declined on the ground that she was “‘ crowded up.” 





a ee 
DERWENT FISHERY BOARD. 


Ar the last quarterly meeting of the Derwent Fishery Board there were 

present Messrs. W. Fletcher, Birgham-hill (chairman), T. 8. Dodgson, 

Holmewood ; R. D. Marshall, The Cottage, Keswick ; R. Adair, Workington ; 

J. Wilson, Lorton ; R. Broatch and J. Aleock, Keswick ; with Mr. T. C. Burn 
clerk). 

: : THE Fisu Pass at SauMon HALL. 

The clerk reported that he had written to Lord Lonsdale, the owner of the 
Salmon Hall Fishery, suggesting that the gate at the coop at Salmon Hall should 
be raised when the river was high. Lord Lonsdale had replied that after the 
report of some qualified person as to how it would affect the fishery he would 
be quite willing to do what was desired, providing it would not interfere with 
any other rights on the river. The clerk had written to the Workington Local 
Board on the same subject, and was told in substance that if the operation would 
not lower the river at the level of the intake chamber of their Derwent water 
supply they would not offer any objection. The chairman hardly thought the 
suggestion would answer the purpose. When the water was high the fish them- 
selves could get up over the coop. The secretary stated that Mr. Dalzell, the lessee 
of the fishery, was willing to open the gates between September 15th and 
November 15th, when the water was high. 

It was stated that nothing further had been heard from the Home Office, and 
Mr. Wilson thought that for the passage of the great numbers of sea-trout 
a pass would be best. This was generally thought to be the wisest plan. The pass 
recommended by the Home Office would cost £50, that after the plan of the Board 
£20; maybe the Fishery Department would make somefurther suggestion. Mr. 
Alcock said that the river at Keswick, in the Greta, was a great obstruction to the 
passage of fish. 

PROPOSED GRATINGS. 

The secretary reported that he had seen the owners of the land where 
Broughton and Tom Rud becks entered the river ; they were quite agreeable 
that gratings should be erected to prevent the passage of fish, Mr. Atkinson, 
the owner of the land on both sides the river, asked fora free fishing ticket, 
which was granted by making him an honorary watcher. Tenders were invited. 


RIvER POLLUTION. 

A committee, consisting of Messrs. Watson and Adair, reported as to the 
alleged pollution of the lower reaches of the river by the West Cumberland Iron 
and Steel Company. The ashes and débris from the fires were thrown into the 
river ; there was also pollution caused by coal washing at the various parts along 
the river. Agreed that the respective owners be asked to take steps to prevent 
such pollution in future. 

BarEpoL CANAL AND BASIN. 

This was another case of erecting gratings—at the Barepol Works. The engi- 
neer had prepared plans, and the cost would be about £125. It was decided to 
ascertain if Lord Lonsdale would defray any of the expenses, and they would be 
of considerable value to his fisheries. 

THE POLLUTION OF THE GRETA. 

The chairman said that those present would be aware that some time ago a 
summons had been taken out against the Threlkeld Mining Company for 
causing pollution to the Greta. Mr. Berrington, Inspector of Fisheries, from the 
Home Office, Mr. Burn, and himself, had visited the Company, and they ex- 
pressed themselves as quite willing to adopt Mr, Berrington’s suggestions, Upon 
this it was resolved to withdraw the summons. 


POACHING ON THE INCREASE. 

It was stated that there was more salmon-poaching now in the district than 
there had been for some time, and yet they had fewer prosecutions ; and 
further, that for one fish caught properly there were twenty got by snatching. 
The secretary was instructed to inform the watchers that if poaching as carried 
on at present continues, the Board will find it necessary to make a change in 
the watchers, 

LaANp-LOCKED SALMON. 

The chairman said he had been communicated with by the Piscicultural 
Society, asking them to render assistance to the work of the Society by improy- 
ing land-locked salmon into the river. The proposition seemed to be generally 
objected to, on the grounds that it would be injurious to trout. The subject 
was left over for consideration at the next meeting. J.W. 

ET ET ES 


re eee 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—The sudden changes, frequent fogs, and pervading dampness sorely impede 
the vital functions and conduce to ill-health, The remedy for these diseases lies in some purifying 
medicine, like these Pills, which is competent to grapple with the mischief at its source, and stamp it 
out without fretting the nerves or weakening the system. Holloway’s Pills extract from the blood all 
noxious matters, regulate the action of every disorderd organ, stimulate the liver and kidneys, and 
relax the bowels. In curing chest complaints these Pills are remarkably effective, especially when 
aided by friction of the Ointment on its walls. This double treatment will ensure a certain, steady, and 


beneficent progress, and sound health will soon be re-established. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed, “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. ] 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Nov, 15th, 
at 8.30.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

WESTERN DISTRICT. 

A successful visit was paid to the Cambridge Friendly on the 27th ; eleven clubs 
responded to the roll call. The next visit will be paid to the Cobden at the Harl 
Craven, Tottenham-street, Kensal-road, on Monday next, November 15th,—J. 
JENNINGS. 

EAsTeRN District Visttine List.—No, 2. 

The Amicable Waltonians have decided to let their return visit pass, in conse- 
quence of their club-house changing hands; so the next visit on this List will take 
place at the Brothers Well-Met on Thursday, the 25th inst. This, I hope, will bea 
good meeting, as it will be a combined visit from the Anglers’ and Central Associa- 
tions. The next visit on the above List will go to the City of London Angling 
Society. —F. THORLING. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 13s, from 
the Donation Box of the Hammersmith United Angling Society, and 3s. 103d. col- 
lected in the clubroom of the Star Angling Society at their complimentary visit on 
Wednesday evening, Noy. 10.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society on Friday, the 5th inst., was well 
attended. Mr. W. Pool presided, with Mr. W. Hutchins in the vice-chair. The 
Anglers’ Association pay a visit to Ye Friary on Wednesday, the 24th inst., and Ye 
Friars trust that they will receive the support of their co-lovers of the rod and line 
south of the Thames. It was decided that the society should be enrolled on the list 
of South London United, and the secretary was instructed to take the necessary pro- 
ceedings in accordance therewith. A lengthy discussion on fishing matches in 
general concluded the business. Mr. A. Scott presided at the pianoforte. The fel- 
lowing gentlemen vocally contributed to the eyening’s amusement :—Messrs. H. 
Dunn, W. Llewellyn, R. Foreman, W. Summers, W. Hutchins, A. Scott, and J. Sander- 
son. The society on the 7th inst., competed at Windsor for five prizes, but only suc- 
ceeded in taking three—lst prize, Mr. W. Hutchins ; 2nd, Mr. W. Poole ; 3rd, Mr. W. 
Llewellyn.—JOuHN SMITH, hon. sec. 

BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The club contest of this club was held at Bathampton on Wednesday last, 
After the fine weather of the previous day and the favourable outlook in the early 
morning the members anticipated a very good day, and thirty-six competitors 
journeyed to Bathampton by the ten o’clock train. But before operations were com- 
menced the rain descended in torrents, followed by a gale, which continued through- 
out the day, which proved one of the most unfortunate the members could have 
selected. Consequently, the catch was remarkably small, and, as expected under such 
adverse circumstances, it was a question of ounces rather than pounds when the 
several takes were weighed in for the prizes, The conditions were that all fish should 
weigh except pike and eels, and fish which scaled less than loz. Mr, J. Inch, one of 
the committee, kindly undertook the office of judge. The Kennett and Avon Canal 
was selected as offering fairer fishing to all the competitors than the river, and 
about mid-day they were “pegged off” at twelve yards distance. In the afternoon 
the gale was at its height, and the competitors could scarely have had a worse time 
of it. Twenty out of the thirty-six. caught, but only fifteen could weigh in, as the 
fish caught by the others were under the weight limit, This was particularly hard 
in one case, where a competitor caught five or six fish, each weighing just under the 
ounce, and wasshut out by a more fortunate angler with only one fish, weighing 
lioz. After the return journey the fish were weighed at the headquarters of the 
club, the White Hart Hotel, Old Market-street, with thé following result :—Mr. 
David, 1140z., 1st, and extra prize for the largest fish, which-weighed 6}0z. (a roach), 
and he also carried off the first prize in the sweepstakéy Hatry Warr, 8oz., 2nd; Mr. 
James, 4oz., 3rd; Mr. Fred Cox, 3}0z., 4th; and second prize in sweepstake, as 
his catch was 430z,in the aggregate; Mr. Tovey, 340z, 5th; Mr. Sparks, 6th ; Mr. 
W. G. Leigh, 7th; Mr. Rankin, 8th ; Mr. Harrison, 9th ; Mr. Lewis, 10th ; Mr. Allen, 
11th ; Mr. J. Clements, 12th; Mr. Matthews, 13th; Mr. Snailem, 14th; Mr, Drum- 
mond, 15th. Distribution of prizes will take place on; Monday) next,—Luwis C. 
WRIDB, sec. — 
BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first of our monthly concerts took place on the 10th inst, The following 
gentlemen enlivened the proceedings with their harmony :—Messrs. Peckam, C. 
Brown, Ray, Hall, Colbeck, Mackey, Cole, Cobb, and Brown, sen.—W,. DuTTon, 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, the following has been entered upon the books of the above 
society :—Mr. Taylor, perch ; Mr, Steggles, roach ; Mr. Cooper, roach and jack ; Mr, 
Bungy, roach ; and Mr. Jameson, roach.—J, DAISH. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At our meeting on Friday last, a peg-down match was arranged to fish for prizes 
presented by Mr. Nemo, Mr. G. Salisbury, Mr. J. Deplidge, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. J. 
O. Fisher, Mr. H. Massey, Mr. Langton, Mr. Baker, Mr. H. Fording, Mr. J. Smith, 
Mr. S. Bryan, and Mr. Cole. Members to go away on Saturday afternoon, and meet 
at Mr. Fox’s, the Crown and Anchor, Woking, Surrey, before ten o’clock, or ata 
quarter-past six the next morning, match to commence at seven o’clock sharp. 
Another gentleman was proposed as a member, ballot to take place next Friday. A 
pleasant evening was spent, most of the members present contributing to the har- 
mony. The following members weighed-in on the 7th :—Messrs. H. Bryan, G. Salis- 
bury, J. Smith, S. Bryan, J. Deplidge, and G, Ersser. The next ladies’ concert and 
prize distribution will take place on Friday, Nov. 12th, when we shall be glad to 
welcome any old friends that honour us with a visit. The next visit of the 
S.L.U.V.L. goes to the St. Albans, at the Royal George, New-street, Kennington- 
park-road, on Wednesday, 17th inst. They will deserve good support, for a more 
courteous and brotherly set of gentlemen, not only in the club-room but upon the 
riverside, will not be found.—_STEWART BRYAN, hon, sec. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members visited different parts of the Thames on the 7th inst., but 
a blank seemed to be the order of the day, as only three of them weighed-in—Mr. 
A, Conn, 231b. of roach; Mr. A. Frost, roach and dace ; and Mr. D. Dodson, roach. On 
the 14th inst. we fish a match for three valuable prizes, one of them being a hand- 
some case of tackle, presented by Mr. Gold, of Waterloo-road ; the place to he 
selected at our next meeting, on the 12th inst.—A, CONN, sec. 

THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly delegate mecting was held at the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s-lane, 
on Friday week last, Mr, C. A. Medcalf, vice-president, in the chair, The usual 
routine business having been disposed of, Mr. Wade addressed the meeting in 
reference to the deputation to the Tonbridge Angling Society, which it is hoped 
may lead to satisfactory results. The visit to the Howick Brothers haying proved 
eminently successful, it was decided that a visit should now be paid to the Woolwich 
Invicta Angling Society, at the Golden Marine, Francis-street, Woolwich, the date 
being fixed for Monday, December 13th, when a goodly number of members of the 
Association haye arranged to be present. The proportionate contribution of the 
Association to the rental of waters held of the Grand Junction Canal Company by 
the late Fisheries Society was ordered to be paid forthwith. The Association also 
resolved to co-operate in the efforts now being made to erecta statue of Izaak 
Walton in Winchester Cathedral, and Mr. Medcalf was requested to represent the 
Association at any meeting that may be necessary. A letter was read from 
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Mr. T. Bowling, an old and esteemed delegate of the Anchor and Hope 
Society, who is now in Paramatta, New South Wales. In the course of an interest- 
ing communication, Mr. Bowling desired to be fraternally remembered to his 
brother anglers and friends of the Central Association, and a very hearty resolution 
was passed instructing the secretary (Mr. J. A. Fitch) to respond accordingly, ex- 
pressing the thanks of the Association to Mr. Bowling. Other business of import- 
ance was transacted, after which the meeting closed in the customary manner. The 
Association had the pleasure of receiving several new delegates, who are always 
welcomed. Very material improvements are in progress at the head-quarters of the 
Association, which before long will vastly add to the comfort of members attend- 
ing, and display to greater advantage the splendid collection of stuffed fish with 
which the walls are adorned. 
CLAPTON. ; 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr, Geo. Colls in the 
chair, Previous minutes were read, confirmed, and signed, and general business 
transacted. A few catches were reported by members, two jack being had from the 
Copper Mill Stream. The report, with audited accounts, of the Anglers’ Benevolent 
Society was presented by Mr. R. Ghurney. After careful investigation, a general 
approval was expressed at the very satisfactory condition of this worthy society. 
Mr. H. J. Tibbatts explained several matters in connection with it, and threw 
further light upon the great good done to the many deserving cases the society had 
been the means of relieving. Mr. Ghurney having been asked to retire temporarily, 
as a matter concerning him had to be brought forward, I had the pleasure of bring- 
ing before our members the suggestions for the proposed testimonial to him, 
It was very satisfactory for me to find the matter so cordially entertained, and Iam 
authorised to say that the Clapton Angling Society will do all in its power to help 
in securing its entire success, A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman closed a 
pleasant evening.—Hon,. Suc. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual meeting of the Gresham took place on Tuesday, and despite the wretched 
weather and the fact of its being Lord Mayor’s Day, there was a fair attendance ; 
Capt. Alfred in the chair, Arrangements were made for the meeting on the 23rd 
inst., when Mr. H. Oldham Chambers is to read a paper on “ Fish Culture,” when 
friends are cordially invited. A new member was proposed to be balloted for on 
the above date, A letter was read from Mr. W. C. King, owning receipt of the prize 
won by him, Some engagements were made to attend the dinner of the T.A.P.S. 
on Thursday, the 25th inst.—G. C. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members, to the number of forty, fished at Pangbourne on the 31st ult. for 
fifteen prizes, and resulted in the best show of fish that we ever had prize fishing, 
the winners being in the following order : Messrs. James, J. Bell, Hellens, Guntrip, 
Robinson, Smith, Sampson, Snook, R. Murphy, Devon, Hallam, Gadbury, Wood, 
Hewett, and Stammers. On the Ist inst. our smoking concert took place, under the 
able management of Mr. H. J. Tibbatts and Mr, Beckett, and was a grand success, 
if I may judge by the weight of our benevolent box. On the7 th inst. Mr. Newton 
showed some nice chub, and Mr. Maybury roach. On the 9th there was a good 
muster of members; one member enrolled, and one proposition. The members 
decided to fish at Waltham, in the Abbey Mill stream, on Monday, Nov. 29th, for 
some valuable prizes given by a gentleman to Mr, Arthur Wheeler for the members 
of the Good Intent. Thirty names were booked. It is open to honorary members 
as well as working members, so I expect a good number to compete. All members 
wishing to compete must give in their names on Tuesday next at the club-house.— 


R. MuRpxHy. 
GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 7th fifteen of the members of the above society visited Goring to compete 
for several prizes ; the water was rather “lively and thick,” but in spite of that 
several nice roach left that “dear old spot” for London, thereby entitling the fol- 
lowing gentlemen to prizes in rotation :—Messrs. C. Bowring, E. Lochmuller, G. 
Hall, and A, Crow.. Messrs. Green and De Perran visiting another portion of the 
river nearer London, managed to get.also some nice roach, At the meeting held on 
the 9th, a grand reunion of “old familiar faces ” took place, such as has not taken place 
for many a year, among them being F. Adams, J. Trowbridge, H. West, J. Hotham, 
F, Barnard, J. Jones, J. Stanton, E. Harrison, E. Henrie, A. Stoner, and many others 
that are well known as “ Ancient Barbels.” The topic of the evening was the last 
competition, and when, where, and how the next one should take place. The last 
one gave much satisfaction, if we did only manage to get off the first four prizes. 
The fish they were taken with were fish that gaye credit to the place, for they were 
all “fine and large,” and, my dear friends, I can assure you the dear old spot is 
teeming with large fish that we cannot do better than pay it another visit next 
month. It was finally arranged that another competition take place at the same 
place and the same terms as the last on December 19th, the prizes not taken on the 
7th to be competed for on that date. This having been settled, the battles and 
battlefields of former days were retold and revisited until the neighbouring clocks 
announced the hour, informing me that the best of friends must part, and asmy way 
lay in the far south and most of “mine own particulars ” in the far west, I, with 
“just one more before we part,” made the adieux of —PIXIE. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. | 

We had a poor show of fish on the 7th inst., owing to the bad condition of the 
rivers through the recent heavy rains (there is every probability of them being 
worse this week). Mr. G. Watling, 7lb. 5oz. of roach and dace; Mr. F. Watling, 
21b. 30z. ; and Messrs. Graves, C. Warren, S. Smith, and C, Holmes, had smaller takes 
of roach. We have elected during the last quarter a considerable number of new 
members, and we are now nearly up to our full strength. At our last meeting the 
following sums were voted—viz., to the Thames Angling Preservation Society, 
10s, Gd. ; Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Angling Association, 10s. 6d.; Izaak 
Walton Statue Fund, 5s. Many old anglers will regret to hear that Mrs. Phillips 
(the widow of the late W. Phillips, better, knownas “ Phil”) is very seriously ill and 
in great distress, having recently lost her daughter, and her son, through want of 
employment, is unable to assist her, The members have decided to hold a concert 
for her benefit at the club-house on Monday, Nov. 22nd; chairman, Mr. J. Page ; 
vice, Mr. Geo, Watling. The members ask the assistance of their brother anglers 
and friends in this most deserving case.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. . 

Several members were out on Nov. 7th, but were not able to make a show, Mr, 
S. Cole saving the society froma blank with one roach from the Lea.—R. GHUR- 
NEY, sec, 

INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. — 

On the 7th inst. our members fished a competition for five prizes, which were won 
inthe following order :—1, Mr, 0. Smart; 2,Mr. H. Cann ; 3, Mr, W. Kohlman; 4, 
Mr. D. Keep; 5, Mr. H. Howard. Messrs. Brain, Spratley, Marjason, and Conroy 
also had fish.—C, SMART, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

The return visit of the (No. 1 Hastern Distrct) angling societies took place on 
Tuesday last, the 9th inst., at the meeting-house of the society. Mr, J. K, Charters 
occupied the chair, In the earlier part of the evening, owing to the inclement 
weather and being the Lord Mayor's Show day, it was feared that the meeting 
would provea failure; but am happy to say that, as the evening wore on, our 
friends began to arrive, and in the finish the meeting proved a great success. There 
were fifteen clubs represented, and during the evening there was some very good 
singing by the following gentlemen : Messrs. W. Midson, B. Crook, Smith, Webb, 
Brockett, S. Malby, Jennings, Dicks, jan., J. Wood, Legge, H. Butt, and T. Gretton. 
Mr, T. Harris, of the Stoke Newington Angling Society, accompanied on the piano. 
Mr. G. Manning then called the roll, after which he gave a full and descriptive 
account of the work the Anglers’ Association had in hand for the benefit 
of the London anglers. Messrs. Howse and Cotterell informed the assembly 
that. they had, in the earlier part of the evening, been to a meeting 
that had been convened for the purpose of raising funds for a suitable testimonial 
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to be presented to Mr. R. Ghurney, the secretary to the Anglers’ Association, All 
present heartily wished these gentlemen success in their undertaking. The pre- 
sident then announced that the next visit on the No.1 Hastern District List would 
be to the Original Alexandra Angling Society, and in a few well-chosen words sin- 
cerely thanked all those that had favoured us with their presence, which brought a 
very pleasant eyening toa close. Messrs. C. Hayward, N. Martin, and H. Butt will 
each give a prize to be fished in any part of the Thames on the 21st inst. ; all kinds 
weigh. Competitors may start on the Saturday evening previous to the competition. 
The half-yearly distribution of special prizes will take place on Wednesday, the 24th 
inst., on which occasion the members will indulge in a tripe supper. ‘Those who 


“intend to be present at the supper will oblige by informing the secretary as early as 


possible—H. B, 
THE MATLOCK ANGLING ASSOCIATION. . 

The above association held their second annual dinner on Wednesday evening last, 
at Hodgkinson’s Hotel, Matlock Bath, where between thirty and forty sat down to a 
sumptuous repast, provided by the genial host, Mr. W. Wyvill. Amongst those pre- 
sent were the president, Capt. F, C. Arkwright, the Hon. C, W. Trollope, Messrs. 
Tyack, Rowland, Buxton, Hill, Howe, Bryan, Lennox, the secretary, and others. 
After the table was cleared, the chairman proposed the usual loyal toasts, and, after 
a song by Mr. A. Biddulph, the toast of “The Matlock Angling Association,” 
coupling with it the name of Mr. A. Clark, the hon. sec. He said he was sorry that 
the association was not ina better financial position, but he believed that there was 
no doubt that associations such as ours suffered from the bad trade like everything 
else, and he believed that, with the return of better times, the association would 
have no difficulty in wiping off the debt now owing. Having fished nearly all the 
streams in Derbyshite, he was quite certain that ours was one of the, if not actually, 
the best grayling water in Derbyshire, and as there were already a nice lotof trout 
in the stream, and we had upwards of 20,000 yearling trout, which would 
be turned in shortly, and the committee proposing to turn in that 
number yearly, the stream was bound to become a first-class trout stream. Mr. 
Clark, the hon. sec., in responding, said he did not think they were in such a bad 
position financially as their chairman appeared to think, for although by the balance- 
sheet they appeared to be £30 on the wrong side, they must remember that their 
plant, which had cost them nearly £100, and 20,000 yearly trout, which, estimating 
at the low price of £10 a thousand (and he believed they would have no difficulty 
in selling them at that price, were it necessary), would bring a sum of £200—total 
£300—so that instead of being in a bad financial position, he thought they would 
agree with him they were ina good position, He hoped that every tradesman in the 
place would subscribe something to the association, for to anyone who had con- 
sidered what the results of getting the river well stocked with trout would be, it 
must be evident that it would be one of the best things that had ever been started 
in Matlock Bath, If there were any in that.room who doubted what their chairman 
had said about their length of the Derwent being a good grayling stream, he would 
tell them that, bad as the weather had been this week, a gentleman in the room had 
killed, with the fly only, 9} brace of those splendid grayling that had been placed 
before them that evening, and lost several others through using some bad gut. He 
thanked them for attending that night, and hoped those in the room who were not 
already members would lose no time in enrolling themselves. ‘Several other toasts 
were proposed, and a very pleasant gathering was brought to a close by the arrival 


of “ Bruce.’—H. D, 
MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting took place on Wednesday evening, the president, Mr. 
H. Gillies, inthe chair. The minutes of previous meeting night were read and con- 
firmed, The secretary then brought forward the balance-sheet for the half-year 
ending the 31st ult., and, after providing for the preservation, library, and dinner 
funds, left a good balance to the credit of the general fund, which was considered 
very satisfactory for a club which was only started eighteen months ago. The 
winners of the half-yearly prizes were then announced, as. follows :—First gross 
weight, Mr. J, Bunn; second gross weight, Mr. H. Gillies. Heaviest dace, Mr. A. 
May. Heaviest chub, Mr. J. Bunn. Heaviest perch, Mr.J.G. Feaks ; second heaviest 
perch, Mr. C,S. Blackman. Heaviest roach, Mr. J. McDermott. Heaviest tench, 
Mr. H. Gillies. Gross weight one day from the Lea, Mr. H. Gillies. Heaviest roach 
taken by a member not taking any other prize, Mr, J. Coniber. It was then arranged 
that the half-yearly dinner and distribution of prizes shall take place on the 8th 
prox. at the club-house. The prize list was then opened for the half-year ending 
15th March next, and before the meeting closed was well supported by the members 
present. Other members who were not present and friends who wish to give a prize 
should communicate with the undersigned at once.—A. MAY, hon. sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner of the above was held at our head-quarters on the 4th inst., 
under the presidency of Mr. Quartly in the unavoidable absence of Mr. Clark from 
illness, ably supported by Mr. Melbourne as vice-chair, when some thirty gentlemen 
sat down ‘to an excellent repast provided by Host Haylock in his usual good style. 
Amongst our visitors must be mentioned P. Geen, Esq., president of the Anglers’ 
Association, Dr. Edwards, Messrs. Bouffler, Coglin, Low, Davis, Blofeld, Weise, &c. 
After the cloth was cleared, the toast of ‘‘ The Queen and Royal Family ” given and 
duly honoured, harmony commenced, contributed to by the following :—Mr. Low, 
Mr. Bouffler, Miss Haylock a (pianoforte solo) Mr. Johnson, Mr. Rook, Mr, Goll, Mr. 
Coglin, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Cartwright, Mrs, Fletcher, Mr. Hdwards, and Mr. Blofeld. 
Various toasts were given—viz., “The Anglers’ Association,” to which Mr, Geen 
responded in a very telling and exhaustive speech, also explaining the. benefits 
derivable to anglers who become members of that institution; “The Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society,” “The North-East Angling Society.(given by Mr. Low) “The 
Visitors,” “The Chairman,” “The Vice-Chair,” “The Host and Hostess,” &c.—G. F. 


FLETCHER, sec. 
NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 7th inst. Messrs. Edgerton and Aldis had jack from Elstree ; and Messrs. 
Swain, Billings, and H. and J. Underwood good shows of roach from the Thames.— 
W, GREENWOOD, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A match for a series of seven prizes was fished for on the 7th inst., with the follow- 
ing result :—lst prize, Mr. Branche ; 2nd, Mr. Otjen; 3rd, Mr. Stidolph ; 4th, Mr. 
Duke ; 5th, Mr. Beard ; 6th, Mr. Parsons ; 7th, Mr. Gardham., A match for the 
president’s cup will be fished for at Waltham Abbey on November 21st.—W. R. 
MATTHEWS, sec. ‘ 

_ RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. ; 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society took place on Wednesday evening 
last, at the Station Hotel. Mr. Philip Geen took the chair punctually at 8.30 p.m., 
and was faced, as usual, by Mr. H. Dickinson in the vice-chair. The hon, secretary 
having called attention to the fact that Messrs. Neale and Co., of Wandsworth, had 
kindly supplied the shrubs, plants, &c., free of charge, which had decorated the 
room in which the evening concert was held on the preceding Wednesday, a vote 
of thanks to that firm was proposed, and carried unanimously, An interesting 
letter was read from Mr, E. T. Sachs, with reference to the turning of trout into the 
Thames (a work started by Mr. Dickinson, the vice-chairman of the society, and so 
successfully carried out that 150 trout have already been turned in, and another 50 
will follow as soon as the necessary amount to purchase them is made up), in which 
that gentleman expressed his approval of what was being done, The usual com- 
pliments haying been paid to the chairman and vice-chairman, a pleasant evening 
was brought to a close. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 7th inst. several members of the above visited the Thames and the Lea, 
and in spite of the swift-running and thick water that prevailed in both places, the 
following managed to get fish :—Mr. J. Smith, Mr. R. Smith, Mr. J. Wigley, Mr. T. 
Lines, and Mr. R. Chantry, sen. Members are informed that the St. Alban’s Angling 
Society, the George, New-street, Kennington-road, will receive their first return 
visit of the South London United on the 17th inst. Members and friends that can 


make it convenient to attend Iam sure Mr. Secretary Dale will do his best to make 
them welcome. Meeting held on the 10th. Letters received from St, Alban’s, 
T.A.P.S., and South London United. The first will be attended to ; the second will 
be placed before the meeting held on the 17th: the third met the approval of the 
members. The following gentlemen have offered prizes for competition, to be 
divided into three prizes, for the members of this society who take part in the South 
London United competition of that date.—PIxIn. 
ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Very few fish were weighed-in on the 7th inst., owing to the muddy state of the 
Thames, caused by the recent heavy rainfall. Our first meeting at the White Hart, 
on the 9th, was a success in every way, as all seemed to be very pleased with the 
room, its furniture, and last, but not least, its landlord, Mr. Bull (not Mr. John 
Bull), who is an angler. Messrs, J. Hewett and Chart, who had had the manage- 
ment of the removal and re-fixing the club property, were heartily thanked for the 
able manner it had been carried out. Next Tuesday, the 16th inst., our smoking 
concert is to take place, time 8.30 for 9 o’clock, and I hope to see a big meeting. We 
are now about to arrange for the usual Christmas sweepstakes, and a cup is to be 
fished for (amongst other prizes) on the 28th November.—S., A. HAWKINS. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LIST. 

The next return visit on the above will take place on Wednesday, Noy. 17, at the 
St. Alban’s Angling Society, Royal George, New-street, Kennington, when I hope to 
have the pleasure of seeing as many anglers and friends as can make it convenient 
to attend.—_J. Court. 

ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We purpose holding a smoking concert in aid of the Anglers’ Beneyolent Fund on 
Monday, Nov. 29th, when a hearty welcome will be extended to all anglers and 
friends who care to favour us with their company on that evening, We are busy 
arranging the programme, and I presume to promise a very pleasant evening to all 
who attend. Mr. Bray was the only member who weighed-in fish on the 7th inst., 
the very rough weather experienced on the previous Saturday preventing several of 
our members from going out who would otherwise have done so. Mr. Bray had a 
good show of jack, chub, and dace.—JOHN BATTENSBY, sec. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members out on the 7th ; but met with very tame sport, owing no doubt 
to the unfavourable weather and plenty of water. Mr. Haynes managed to get a 
nice show of roach; J. Currans, dace and gudgeon ; Mr. G, Belton, some nice dace 
from the Ravensbourne preserves ; Mr. Beak paid a visit to Father Thames, but did 
not return to weigh. The next match of the clubs on the South London United 
List will take place on Dec. 5th at Windsor. Members wishing to have tickets of 
the same, please apply to the hon. sec.—K. T. 

WALWORTH WALTONTANS. 

On Thursday last Messrs. Gilbert and Crisp, sen., had a contest to decide their 
respective merits as jack fishermen, but the result was not very decisive, Mr, Crisp 
only getting one, which was under size, and Mr. Gilbert one, which, however, was a 
decent fish. On Thursday the supper was quite a success in a small way, Mr, Buck 
taking the chair and Mr. Hibble the vice-chair. There were only about a dozen and 
a half present at the feed, as several of the members and friends were unable to 
reach their swims in time, but everything was very satisfactory, and everyone spent 
a most enjoyable evening. Meeting held on Thursday, the 11th, Mr. Hibble in the 
chair. Members present, Messrs. Grigg, Brodie, Hibble, Crisp, sen., Wood, Rum- 
below, &c. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. For the 
competition on the 21st November, it was proposed by Mr. Brodie and seconded by 
Mr, Crisp, sen., that it be an open one—carried. Result of thisday’s competition for two 
prizes presented by Messrs. White and Sons and Mr. Beale. The deserving winners were 
Mr. Frank Grigg, Ist, and Mr. A. Brodie, 2nd, with some magnificent roach from 
their favourite swims. The fish were afterwards disposed of for the benefit of our 
benevolent box.—W. L. GRIFFIN. 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

Another member was proposed by Mr. Bowles at our weekly meeting on the 4th 
inst., when a prize was presented by Mr. J. Young, for a perch of 1}1b. or upwards 
(Thames only), above Moulsey. Lock. Mr. Faux kindly presented a prize to be fished 
for when and where the members choose during the present season, the winner to 
choose whatever he likes to the value of 50s.—B. 

At our weekly meeting, on the 11th inst., another member was unanimously 
elected. One of our members went out this week, when he met with very poor 
sport. Our delegates attended the Central Association meeting and gave us a very 
satisfactory account.—B. 

WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The members of the above association had a match on the 30th ult. for the prize 
presented by the United Brothers Angling Society (Kidderminster), The river 
chosen was the Severn, and the place selected was from the Ketch, near Worcester, 
to Kempsey. Hach member was entitled to pick his own place according to the 
number he drew. ‘The result was that not one had a fish that weighed 30z. during 
the three hours’ competition. This proved, once more, in what state our beautiful 
river is for anglers. Ata meeting held on Wednesday, it was unanimously resolved 
that the match for the prize should take place in the river Teme on Nov. 14th, 
from 10 a.m. tilll pm. We have no doubt that many fish of three ounces will be 
landed, and the prize won.—A. LACROTX, sec. 








THE SLIGO SALMON FISHERY. 

“Tp will be within the recollection of our readers that Mr. Petrie, the worthy 
lessee of the Sligo salmon fishery, succeeded on a late occasion in getting per- 
mission from the Fishery Inspectors, who held a lengthened inquiry into the 
matter, io allow him to commence net-fishing in the Sligo estuary on the Ist 
instead of the 16th of January. Mr. Petrie alleged, and his witnesses proved, 
that salmon went over the weir in October, November, and December to the 
lake, which were useless for spawning purposes, and afforded no sport _to anglers. 
The Inspectors gave directions since they held the inquiry that Mr. Petrie 
should make a few hauls before the fishing season commenced, and named 
Saturday last as the day for making the experiment. Accordingly on Saturday 
forenoon Mr. Petrie put out the nets and made two or three hauls. In the first 
haul a splendid fish was landed, which weighed 18lb. In the subsequent hauls 
a noble salmon was netted, which weighed no less than 23lb. A finer fish we 
have seldom seen. Four other. large fish, weighing from 101lb. to 16lb., were 
landed also. It was a picture to see those fine fish lying at the edge of the 
tide after the hauls were made. Colonel Wood-Martin, the spirited owner of 
the fishery, and a number of the leading citizens of our town were present, and 
they were astonished at the size and appearance of the salmon. Nearly all of 
them had on them parasites, which proved they had come in fresh from the sea 
and had not come from fresh water. One fish seemed to have knocked about a 
good deal in the estuary, as if it gotitoo lazy to face the weir. All were fresh 
fish, in splendid condition for the table, and excellent as food, Mr. Petrie sent 
off specimens to the Inspectors, and, also.with his usual kindness, enabled: his 
friends to enjoy a bit of salmon very early in the season. We trust that when 
the season does open he will land plenty of fish of a similar size and as excellent 
in flavour.”—Sligo Independent. 





William Bailey, of Bramcote Moor, Notts, died recently, aged 65 years. Bailey 
was the author of “The Angler’s Instructor,” one of the most practical books 
on the Nottingham style ever written—in fact, Bailey's book has done more to 
popularise the scientific Trent style of angling than anything else. In his time 
he was the champion angler of the district. His son is a splendid fisherman. 
We should be glad to know his present address. 
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Inventors of Silk ry 
Waterproof Lines, ¢& 
Steeled Rods, &c. 4 






FISHERIES 
AWARDS. 





B NEW “ACME” LM 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 






’ FIRST TIME 
Without above Mark THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. OF 
ete ee apd ae SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. EXHIBITING. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 
“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quits good for the chances of 1886, They are, in short, the 


best lines I ever had.” t 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ [ have used the Improvep ‘AcmME’ LiNe lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr, Chatmondele;-eanell’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash ” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us with and without 


Metal Centre. Pree 23d. and 8d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and 1s, 6d. per seore yards. 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. | 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. CATALOGUES POST FREE; 2 STAMPS. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, | POST FREE FOR S!X STAMPS. 


MANUFACTURED BY TH E 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, ik 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, N Chek @ 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TW HED. 
Hate DRE SMAU ES Ra noes onrieay ene The Ludicrous Experiences of an Old Sportsman 


Specialities. Best Goods. after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 
Eels, and Suckers. 











SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 














J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, GHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. POST FREE FOR SiX STAMPS OF THE 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is MANAGER OF THE “FISHING GAZETTE ” 
especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with I 


refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 
This Hotel, from its retired position ovcrlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFEOT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 12, and 13, Fetter Lane, London. 


within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
EEE 
COOPER COOPER & CO. 


theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
—$<—<$_—$—$— $$ —— 
COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 


OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 
ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 o0’clock, Table d’Hodte 
INEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 


dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o’clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per ~ 

COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d.,and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 


prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER THA, 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, #.C. Branch 
= @ Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
ody cireus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 
Ces Holborn, W.C., London. 


COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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TROUT AND GOUT. 
















day, Js. 6d. 
A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken, 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manutacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 
(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, Is. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, €£,C, 


One minute's walk from Monument Station, District Railway, 


Nov. 13, 1886. 
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FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 





IMPROVED SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 


Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 38511. 


FARLOW’S NEW EYED _pROUT FLY BOX, 
FARLOW’S IMPROVED 


FOLDING HANDLE AND NET, 
Very Light. 

NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE NOW READY, GRATIS. 

Telephone No, 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish, Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARKER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS, 


“The most perfect Hook that can he imagined,’—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 


PAIENT BICKERDYKE” ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line, and keeps the Rod from warping. 


See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan. 23rd, 1886, 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


“FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &e. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 
TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 





30 minutes for Chelsea, 
40 rf Putney. 
45 3 Hammersmith, 
50 Fr, Barnes, 
Add 55 rf Kew. 
75 ef Richmond, 
80 % Twickenham, 
85 : Teddington. 


’ 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 
For Times of HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, November 13 Ago dd 2.34 ace Son 2.52 
Sunday, ; 14 wee eas 3.10 Ra at: 3.28 
Monday, : 15 oy Bc 3.47 wa ee 4.7 

Tuesday, i 16 Bae nee 4,26 aes a 4,48 
Wednesday, ‘ 17 ne AOC 5.8 aa Ane 5.33 
Thursday, i 18 Sas hoe 5.59 ss ah 6.26 
Friday, hi 19 aes 300 6.59 ea Ree 7.33 


Rar River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to thé 


Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


FARLOW & CO.,| 





THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

It can hardly be expected from the weather we have had the last week that the 
anglers would muster in any force on the river, and the probability is, from present 
appearances, their absence will be much greater. The water everywhere is on tho 
rise, and getting much out of condition. The principal sport that can be expected 
now is amongst the jack and perch, and so far this season Sunbury has been show- 
ing the best results amongst the latter fish. There has been this week a take of 
thirty brace in one day, 





ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMonv.—Christopher Brown, in five days, 58lb. of roach and dace ; Henry 
Howard, in four days, 15 dozen; Henry Mansell, in the same time, 50lb. ; and Job 
Brain, in three days, 30lb, There has been a fishing match this week between Mr. 
Walter Clifford and Mr. Mayhew, attended by Mansell, and Mr. John Thirew and 
J. Ratcliffe, attended by Spong, which resulted in the former winning with 8lb. of 
roach and dace, the latter being 7lb. and the largest roach weighing 1{lb. It was 
considered a good show with the state of the water. 

TWICKENHAM,—Richard Moffatt, in two days and one half-day 14 dozen of roach 
and dace ; J. Dobbin, in one day and a half cay with Mr. Horne, 25 dozen, and in 
two other days 10 dozen ; John Spong in five days, 721b.; Samuel Cole, in two days, 
30 dace and 7 bream ; Edward Finch, in three days, 16 dozen and 3 bream ; John 
Frost, in two days, 11lb. of roach and 5 dozen of dace ; Charles Hennessey, in two 
days, 10 dozen; H. Spiers, in two days, 20lb.; Pert Hammerton, in a day anda 
half, 211b. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, 9 dozen of roach and dace ; and 
Charles Baldwin, in one day, 6 dozen. 

Krncston.—John Johnson, sen., says: “There has been little done, the weather 
has been so rough. I have got a few roach and dace and one good perch. John 
Johnson, jun., has taken two bream of 34lb. each. The water on Tuesday has 
ee down so thick I was obliged to give it up, and three other punts left off at 
midday.” 

HAmprTon Court.—William Milbourne writes: “There has not been anything 
done this week worth naming. The river has risen about 3ft., and has come very 
thick. It will stop the fishing for some time.” 

SunBuRY.—Edward Clarke, in one day, thirty brace of perch, and Henry Clarke, 
in two days, twenty-seven brace of perch. 

WALTON.—John Hone, in one day,a jack of 6lb. and five dozen of roach, and 
another day two dozen of roach, two jack, and four bream. 
fi HALLIFORD.—W. 8. Rosewell, in one day, four barbel and five dozon of roach and 

ace. 

Srainrs.—F, Collyer, in one day, three jack and six anda half brace of perch, 
and another half-day five and a half dozen of roach ; John Keene, jun., in six days, 
fifteen dozen of roach, nine jack, and nine chub. 








UPPER THAMES. 


The rain which began to fall heavily on Friday last, and has off and on kept 
coming down steadily ever since, has completely upset the excellent condition of 
the Thames, and its various tributaries, and as I write the river is all but in flood, 
highly coloured, and angling almost a forlorn hope—except, perhaps, in nooks, 
corners, and quiet eddies, paternostering or ledgering being the best way of going to 
work, There is little question but that a flood is imminent ; but the weirs are now 
all in such excellent working order, and the attention paid so good, that flood-water 
is rapidly got rid of, and the damage to the fisheries not near so great as of yore. If 
the riverside meadows become submerged, of course the fish will seek shelter 
thereon? butI trust noble sportsmen and riparians will refrain from netting and 
poaching ; if not, they, as far as I am concerned, may be certain of being ink- 
whipped. I have only two reports this week, both being of roach takes of 12lb. 
and 103lb. at Bourne End and Benson respectively by bankers. Thursday evening.— 
Thada “sly glance” at the river this afternoon, and regret to tell anglers that 
except in lay-byes and eddies the chance of sport is meagre in the extreme,— 


MARLOW BUZZ, 
Thames (Chertsey). 


Fishing here is out of the question ; the stream is more like a race, and the water 
the colour of pea-soup. Itis still raining, and looks like continuing for some time, 
—MILEs. 

[Thanks for your cutting ; but we had it in last week.—ED. | 


Thames (Datchet). 

The river rising like a tide, and we shall soon have a big flood ; unless the weather 
clears up fishing won’t be up to much for a few days. Out to-day, the 11th, one 
dozen roach and three barbel, ledgering with lobworm—that is the best game fora 
few days. Outon the 5th with Mr. R. F. Lines, two jack, one 181lb, the other 3lb.— 
G, LUMSDEN, 

Thames (Goring). 

Nothing doing this week, water has been 80 thick. Prospects bad. Rain every 

day. Thursday, water very thick and rising ; I think we shall get a flood now.— 


JoHN RUSH, 
Thames (Walton). 


I have hardly sufficient patience to quote such of ten-used phrases as “the rain it 
raineth every day,” inasmuch as it is raining every minute in the day, and that with 
such cruel persistency that it has converted my garden and the adjacent towing- 
path into a regular quagmire. Fishing there is none, in such a sea of mud as the 
Thames resembles at the present time, and will not be, to my way of thinking, for 
many a long day to come; always provided, of course, that we do not have a sharp 
spell of frost, which would have the effect of stopping she downward run of water 
from the now fully charged uplands and hilly districts. In Scotland, from which 
bonny land of the leal and the true, the hardy and sure-footed, I have but just re- 
turned, weather-wise auld carles and_hill shepherds, possessing astounding powers 
of prognostigation, one and all united in asserting that the coming winter was to be 
a very hard and severe one. They pointed to the hawthorn hedges, holly bushes, 
and straggling wild briars, all laden with store of rich, ruddy fruit, as proof of their 
prophecy. Here, in the south, the learned in signs and symptoms of the skies, say 
we shall have no frost, but “lashions” of rain, sufficient even to account for a 
second Deluge. Sincerely do I hope not. Continual floods are a continual curse, 
while with a frosty morning, the robin in full song, and every twig and leaf glitter- 
ing with unthawed jewels lent by the black night; hey, but how jolly and lusty 
does life seem to be, and with what gusto one plans a chubbing expedition, or a turn 
amongst the pike. When the river is in trim again I will once more try to organise 
a competition for a prize to be fished for amongst London clubmen, This time, how- 
ever, I shall ask for a certain number of guaranteed entries at a shilling each, and 
not offer the prize until they are obtained. My first venture in this line was a dead 
loss, and although they are all very well in their way, too many of them do not 


suit the book of—J. P. W. 
Thames (Windsor). ; 
A heavy volume of thick water is now coming down the Thames Valley, with 


every prospect, judging from the recent downpour, of its rising to the dimensions of 
a flood. Angling operations, with the exception of worm-fishing, will be ata stand- 
still for at least a fortnight, when the water, if clear enough, should be in prime 
condition for pike-spinning, the present push effectually sweeping all rotted weeds 
and débris, Before this state of affairs Mr. W. Grimmett, of the Albion Piscatorial 
Club, London (out with Richard Gray), had an extremely handsome barbel of 51b., 
which is being preserved ; he also had four others, inall about 124lb., which enabled 
him to take the first prize in the barbel competition. Mr. Bailey, of Clapham (out 
with James Gray), on the 2nd and 3rd inst., enjoyed some good roach-fishing, having 
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a bag of over four dozen. Several anglers, in the hope of getting the larger roach, 
have been trying the tail-ends of lobworms, but without success. My experience of 
worm-fishing for roach in thick water is that they require a few days to get accus- 
tomed to it before taking the worm well.—B, B, BAMBRIDGE, 





Ancholme (Caistor). 


It has been, on the whole, favourable for fishing during the past week, but the tem- 
perature of both air and water is much lower. On Monday we had the first unmis- 
takable frost, with ice on the water-barrels, This should put the pike on the feed, 
The waters are now in passable trim, and I would advise anglers to spin the 
Ancholme with natural minnow on second gut-trace ; they would then get a lesson 
in the process of coarse fishing. —THOMAS Forp. 

Berwick-on-Tweed. é 

We have had a great flood on the Tweed. A temporary bridge at Norham was 
carried bodily away, and landed at Tweed mouth in fragments, which have been 
collected for the contractors. Beans, corn, hay, turnips, fencing, and trees came down 
with arun. Much drift wood has been gathered for fuel. Several craft, large and 
small, came down ; one lighter taken out to sea with a large boiler, There have 
peen two wrecks of small vessels on the coast, near the mouth of the Tweed. Some 
fishing has been done with some success on the Whitadder; but I suspect it has 
been with the big hook, The river Tweed is now subsiding rapidly. 

Chichester. i ‘ 

Opportunities for angling the past week have been but few ; Jupiter Pluvius has 
been especially busy. The water here is now more clouded than for some months, 
Bream are not feeding. Roach up to tlb. may be obtained by shallow fishing. 
Perch and pike seem entirely off feed. A few good eels have been taken near 
Hunston, a lady piscator on Monday securing a handsome fish of 2$1b., and losing a 
brace of heavier ones, owing to light and rotten tackle. The rivers are much too 
flooded and clouded for successful sport,even should the weather be propitious ; but 
the cold, cold rain, now an everyday occurrence, renders the fireside far more enjoy- 
able than unsuccessful raids among the finny tribe—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Dove and its Tributaries 

We have but little to report this week beyond a few brace of fish taken at Oke- 
over, and a heavy bag of trout in Dove Dale, which had, of course, to be returned. 
Sport has been simply nil, i.e., so far as we know. The Dove trout are still in good 
condition ; this, in the middle, practically, of November, should teach our red-tape 
representatives (7) on the Trent board a lesson, if these gentlemen are not already 
confirmed in their opinions anent the vexed question of close time for trout here in 
Derbyshire and the adjoining county of Staffordshire. The club we last week 
referred to as being in course of formation is already complete so far as membership 
isconcerned, There are to be some twenty-five or twenty-six members. The water 
to be preserved is that length between the Okeover and Snelstone water, which is a 
sport-length adjoining the Norbury club water.—FosTER Bros., Ashbourne. 

Eden (Carlisle). 

“Too much water” is still the salmon-angler’s complaint. Only occasionally, and 
in very few places, has the river been in order since my last. The ground is now so 
saturated that almost every heavy shower makes a perceptible difference in the 
water, which is very tantalising in the last week of the season. The Corby Castle 
keeper has killed one or two fish by using a boat on the shallow pools. Mr. George 
Selby, one, 281b.; Mr. Francis, one, lllb.; Mr. G. Potter, one, 21lb.; Mr. Sayers, 
three; Mr. J. B. Slater, one, 211b.; Mr. E. L. Hough, two, 33lb. and 35lb.; Mr, 
Barclay, two, 101b, and 241b. ; John Bone, two ; and Robinson Bone, two. The last 
two days and nights haying been dry, the river is getting into order for more of the 
salmon pools, so that the last two days of the season may still yield good sport.— 
SILVER-GREY. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—The stormy weather during the last week has prevented the fisher: 
man from regular fishing. At intervals, during a lull, many of the boats went to 
sea, and were generally rewarded with fair catches of herrings and hake ; the most 
that has been taken in one haul was that of Mr. Williams, who landed about 3,000 
herrings; the other catches varied from 600 to 2,000 per boat, besides some fine 
whiting and hake. Wednesday, the 10th, it blewa heavy gale from E.N.E., so that 
none of the boats could venture to sea. On the pier and jetty there has been some 
good sport with rod and line, several good baskets of tamlin and conger eel have 
been caught. Mr. Williams, while fishing there, hauled in a very fine ling, which 
weighed about 25lb. Weather (to-day) moderate, wind, S.S.H.—E. CoMER. 

Leicester, 

Owing to the excessive downpour of rain, which has been continuous the whole of 
the week, fishing has been at a standstill, the meadows in many places being partly 
under water. The number of anglers that have been out has consequently been 
very limited. One of our local anglers, Mr. Pocklington, had a good take of pike 
on Friday from some private waters near Leicester, showing six fish in rare condi- 
tion, ranging from 6lb. to 104lb. in weight. The waters to-day (Thursday) have 
been rising, and only one or two anglers ventured out.— ALERT. 


Lodden (Lodden Bridge.) 


Very few fish have been taken this week, the water being too thick and weather 
very rough. It is rising very fast and getting more thick, but with two days fine 
weather it soon rights itself. I have known the water to be so thick it has been 
useless to fish, and in the course of forty-eight hours in good condition again. All 
that I have to record this week, with the exception of some roach taken by Mr. 
Woodman, are three jack taken by Mr. Freyer, of Reading, weighing 17lb., the 
largest 8lb. Hope to send more favourable report next week,—A. C. CRITCH- 
FIELD. 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The weather during the week has been very changeable, with alternate frost, 
rain, east and north-east winds. Sport has been at a minimum as regards fishing 
the Derwent in the town ; but outside, a fair amount of execution has been done. 
Some excellent sport has fallen to the lot of “ pikesters,’ one Derby angler (Mr. 
Goodhead) made a sensational fishing—but this, by the way, was in the Dove. On 
Thursday, the 4th inst., he succeeded in capturing four fine pike, their aggregate 
weight being 4531b. The largest, which is considered the heaviest pike caught in 
this neighbourhood, may be described as follows :—Weight, 203]b.; 3ft. 3in. long, 
and 2lin, in girth ; being in excellent condition. The other three fish scaled 14, 6, 
and 5lb. respectively. Several good jack have been taken this week both in the 
Derwent and canals. It is to be hoped that ere long something will really be done 
to stop the pollution of the Derwent at Derby by sewage deposits. The Home Office, 
Trent Fishery Board, and Derby Town Council have the matter in hand, and whilst 
red-tapeism is a good excuse for dilly-dallying, the angling prospects are being 
rendered void. Grayling-fishing this week has been very limited. ‘he chances for 
the next few days are not very encouraging.—G. R. B. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are both now running yery high and muddy, and quite out of order 
for fishing. —GWYNNE. 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Nothing to report this week as regards fishing ; but sorry to say the river has been 
> full and unfishable, and at present a flood is out and water rising fast, so there will 
be no fishing for some considerable time. Prospects bad. Subscriptions are required 
for fishing.—H, Rovur. 

Reservoir (Elstree). 

Since last report not much has been done. On the 30th October some good jack 
were taken, some 5lb. and some 6lb. each, and on the 2nd of November Mr. Cooper, 
three jack ; on the 3rd two ; and on the 7th Mr. North, one jack weighing 5b. ; and 
Mr, Aldis two jack, 3lb, each. Not much been done this last few days, owing to the 





rough weather ; but if the wind keeps from the North-east good sport may be ex- 
pected later in the week.—G, CHESHER. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Matters piscatorial very quiet here during last fortnight owing to a succession of 
floods. Several pike have been landed in Townsend field by Messrs, Hughes and 
Tomkinson, the latter taking one with maggot. On Tuesday the water was in 
splendid order for worm-fishing, and the dace were well on (I took twenty in a short 
time, although the wind was bitterly cold from the east) ; but it rose rapidly on 
Wednesday, and fishing was out of the question, An angler, fishing near Belvedere 
Bridge, was aroused by a great splashing in the water near, and, on going to ascer- 
tain the cause, found an otter fighting with a large salmon, which it succeeded in 
bringing to bank on the opposite side of the river. Water now falling, and should 
be in good condition by the time this is in print.— FLOREAT SALOPIA, 


; ‘ Severn (Gloucester). 

Owing to the winds and heavy rain which has been over-plenteous in the neigh- 
bourhood, anglers have little chance. Wait till the clouds roll by, jacky !—SINGLE- 
HAIR, 

Trent and Lower Dove (Burton). . 

There is almost a complete dearth of angling news this week, owing to the flooded 
state of the rivers; but the people have ventured out. On Monday 34 brace of 
grayling fell to one rod with the fly, and some nice dace and one chub of 3}1b. were 
taken from the Association water at Sudbury river, where I have not heard of a 
single fin being landed. Barbel-fishing may be said to be over for the season, I 
noticed a few weeks ago a correspondent stated that a 2lb. one from the Dove was 
considered a good one for that river, this, I think, must bea mistake, as I have 
known them 81b. from that stream, and fish of 3 to 4lb, are common enough in the 
lower lengths,—S, HowartH. Z 

Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme and its tributaries in this district has now run very high and muddy 

again,— WORCESTER. : 
; Teme (Ludlow). " 

The water has now risen very high again, and is muddy, owing to the very heavy 

rains we have had of late.—S. LUDLOW. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Most unfavourable weather has been experienced during the week, and anglers 
have preferred to stay at home rather than venture out to catch what most likely 
might have proved a serious cold. The river, although a fair quantity of rain has 
fallen, continued in excellent condition for bottom-fishing on Toursday, but owing 
to the prevalence of further rain, scarcely anything was passing in a matter of sport. 
A few lots of dace, roach, and bream were got on Tuesday above the Wilford length 
with maggots and bread paste for bait. Scarcely any of the subscribers ar Weston 
and Shardlow have ventured out, and until the elements take a more propitious 
turn, we are not likely to hear of the capture of many fish—THE MAN AT THE 
CLUBS. 


Wye and Derwent. 


Since my last report some heavy baskets of grayling have been killed, mostly off 
the higher lengths of the Derwent and Chatsworth club waters, by the aid of Honey 
Dun Bumble, Ash Dun, Claret Bumble, and Furnace flies. I am greatly surprised 
that we have not had more anglers down here for grayling fly-fishing, for I consider 
that this is the best month there is in the whole year for grayling-fishing, and there 
is first-class hotel accommodation at either Edensor or Baslow, for the Chatsworth 
club waters, where anglers can get their fishing tickets, which are 2s. 6d. each, 
Sport on the Wye, below Bakewell and Rowsley, has been very fair, mostly with 
Bumbles and Furnace flies. The bottom fishermen all up and down the Derwent 
have done well lately, killing perch, grayling, roach, and dace, with lobworms and 
maggots for baits, There have been a lot of grayling killed out of the Rutland Arms 
Gardens, Matlock Bath, lately with worms and maggots. This fishing in the Rutland 
Arms Gardens is free to anglers patronising the hotel, and it is a noted grayling 
swim for bottom-fishermen. Angling prospects looking well for next week.— 
GEORGE JAMES HATON, 

Yare (Norwich). 


The unsettled weather has caused anglers on these waters to be chary of making 
arrangements ; still, those who have had the courage to venture have been rewarded 
more than was to have been expected. The earlier part of the week, while the bright 
sunshine prevailed, runs were not slow; but the pike mostly ran small. On the 
Broads a fair start may now be said to have begun, and in some instances good jack 
have been killed. Of course, owners are very backward in allowing any parties on 
who might interfere with their duck-shooting, and those who have the privilege 
must value it accordingly. On the Bure things are much as usual, plenty of small 
jack at all times. The water on this river is very little affected by the rains, in fact 
I prefer to go after a nice heavy shower, Ihave received an account from Yarmouth 
which tells of some excellent sport from the beach, as many as twenty score being 
taken by two in one day, including codlings, whiting, and a conger eel of 101b, 
Prospects doubtful.—RoBERT MOLL, 


Yore (Hawes). 

The water is now in good trim for fishing, We have had many nice freshes, that 
have been very useful for the trout spawning. Many very fine fish have been seen 
on the redds, I am told, some of them of 31b. in weight, and many up to 2lb., whilst 
fish of 1lb. are common, I really wonder where these good fish go to during the 
angling season. ‘ Sproats” and I were out on the 5th. His take was ten brace to 
maggot ; mine was three brace to worm. LIalso had two brace on Saturday. On 
Wednesday “ Sproats ” had six and a half brace, again to maggot. Re “ trout taking 
seeds,” I know they will, I have seen them taking seeds from grasses, and they 
would not look atafly. Re “ Creels ”: many of our anglers have moulded leather 
ones. I have a wood one, made out of a cheese-box—by myself. The backs of wood 
boxes may be made to sit comfortably by running a tennon-saw almost through the 
wood forming the back five or six times. I should like to see paper used for creels, 
as the cost would be moderate, and the articles themselves light, Wood creels 
require considerable attention to keep them sweet.—J. Corry. 





A NOTE FROM IRELAND. 


THE past season has been the worst within my recollection. The salmon would 
not rise in the Mayo waters after the 1st of August, and the trout were un- 
precedentedly lazy. Lakes where I have taken thirty and forty trout in the 
day were fished by me “ from morn till dewy eve” without getting a catch. A 
few rose short, and to obtain this empty and unprofitable pleasure the utmost 
patience was required. The floods which came in September, instead of causing 
the fish to rise, seemed to make them lethargic. There is no doubt the lakes 
and rivers were stocked with salmon and trout, but I seldom saw the former rise 
even to the natural fly. Next season ought to be an exceptionally good one, 
and it isto be hoped, as the West is now, with the exception of one small 
county, so remarkably free from crime, and likely to continue so, that your 
angling readers will make up their minds to pay Ireland a visit during the next 
fishing season. There are many lakes and rivers comparatively unexplored in 
the remote districts of Connemara, Erris, Ballyeroy, Achill, and Donegal 
which would amply repay the tourist for a visit, and it is unnecessary to say 
that in the poorest cottage he is always sure of a “Caede mille falthea.”— 
G. M. 
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HOOKING A BIG SALMON.—A FOUR-MILE RUN. 


FORTY years ago, when I was a verra wee callant, I knew the Rev. 
Johnny Donaldson, as he was then called, now the genial minister 
of Kirkconnel, in Dumfriesshire, who a few weeks ago hooked an 
immense salmon in the Oraighole, near Closeburn (the Nith). Your 
correspondent, “B.,” evidently knows the minister well, and 
thoroughly appreciate his genuine enthusiasm with regard to the 
rev, gentleman’s unsuccessful battle with the big fish. It appears that after a 
desperate fight between fisherman and fish for the mastery, and when the salmon 


IT can 


resting on the gravel in two feet of water, 


he could have easily been ‘“cluckit” had Mr. Donaldson had anyone with him 


to wade up behind the fi 


rolled away, made 


dashed through the foaming current. 
wood side in time to keep fornent his dying friend, and so with the 
e at last, and Mr. Donaldson was left lamenting. As 


running line brok 
ith the tackle attached, was caught on the following day at 


known, the fish, w 


Auldgirth Bridge, 


and better told, too ; 


sh. Whenever Mr. Donaldson tried to get him near he 


at last a dying rush at the pool foot at the break of the Lint 
stream for the Blackwood side, and then was coupit by the force of the strong 
current, and carried like a shot rolling over on the surface past the minister, who 
could not follow down the Closeburn side owing to the trees and depth of water 
there ; therefore, as a final resort he, being a 


He could no 


“good old ’un,” took the water and 


t, however, make the Black- 
strain the 


is well 


and weighed 41lb. All this, I know, has been told before, 


but it is not so well known that 50 years ago this 


same gentleman hooked a forty-pounder in the Dead Neuk at Canonbie Glebe 


(his father’s parish), 
four miles, and grassed him, under the very nose of Sir J 


on the Esk, and ran him down to Netherby, 


a distance of 
ames Graham himself. The 


Dead Neuk Pool isright fornent the Cross Kees Hotel, and the deepest pool in the 


river Esk. Down the stream went this forty-pounder, 
through the Prior Pool, down the Prior Stream, till the 
Then the minister, at that time quite a lad, had to cros 


and whirr went the line 
y reached the Long Pool. 
3 the water, on account 


of the high bank ; this he did in gallant style—for was not the champion, Rob 


Nichol, with him ? Young Donaldson had graduated 
thing. On goes the desperate fish, and 


clears the R 


under Rob, and knew some- 
ound Pool like winking ; 


away through a long stretch of water, till the Marsh Pool is reached. Here 


young Johnny has again 
The Marsh Pool is soon left be 


hurst, or Mason $ 


the junction of the Esk and Liddle, 
to try the Liddle water; but in a ji 


tream, about half 


to cross the river,on account of the Hollinghurst scaur. 
hind, and the longest stream of all—the Holling- 
a mile long—is traversed. They are now at 
and the monster shows signs of an intention 
ffy he changes his mind, and madly rushes 


intothe Willow Pool. Before this the Esk has to be crossed again, and now they are 


careering through theswift and rugged Cauldron St 
but the Cauldron Pool is the toughest spot of all, an 


ream. Thisis safely negotiated ; 
d the young angler has to wade 


up to his middle, among some dangerous rocks and other obstacles, before he sees 
They are now at the Scotch Dyke 


any plain sailing 


Stream, and enter the 
this time on to English groun 
getting gey tired by this time, 
got to Kirk Andrews, and nearly opposite Netherb 
gave in. Had the old champion not been present, 
would never have landed that fish. 


with the maddened brute. 


the achievement than if he had accomplished it by his own hands. 
GLEN TARRAS. 
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LECTURE ON “FISH” AT WORCESTER. 
Dr. Francis Day (President of the 


At the Union Inn 


Cheltenham Natural Science Society), 
under the auspices of the United Dis 


Angling Societies. 


Messrs. J. A. Griffin, J. Stallard, jun., R. 
Lacroix (secretary), J. Raginbea 
W. Handley, T. E. Meredith, an 
were received from Alderman W. 
J.R. Buck, H. Day, J. Redding 


, Union-street, Worcester, 


Thistle Pool, and young Donaldson has to cross again, 
d—the Knight of Netherby’s domain. He was 
but auld Rob kept manning him on, until they 
y Hall, when the monster 
probably young Donaldson 
Rob Nichol was prouder, however, of 


delivered a lecture recently on “ Fish” 
trict Committee of the Worcestershire 


Mr. T. Wilesmith presided, and amongst those present were 


Society, Kidderminster.) 
The Lecturer, who was briefly introduced 


address by shortly 


he said, that we owed ar 
they first turned it to practical account. 
done, the least said the better. 


detriment of men, 
the fish who were 


of small fish, and then wound 
Greenwich to banquet on white 
Day proceeded to give an account of the lives and habit 
and mentioned amongst other 
purposes in the same way as ga 
Proceeding to speak of the mann 


sketching the history of fish culture. 
tificial fish culture as carried on at the present day, for 
-Of what the English Government had 
no English member of the 

laws were unfortunately 
As to fresh waters, manu- 
their poisonous waste into the streams to the 


u, H. Griffiths, 


As to the sea fisheries, 
Fishery Commission of 1863, by whom the fisheries 
done away with, had ever been o 
facturers were permitted to pour 


n board a trawler. 


Wingfield, W. Prosser, G. Mapp, A. 
R. Short, W. Davis, 8. T. 
dM. Holloway. Letters of apology for absence 

B. Williamson, Messrs. J. W. Willis-Bund, 
(on behalf of the United Brothers Angling 


Webb, 


by the Chairman, commenced his 


It was to the French, 


and of the lower animals who drank from the water, and of 
inhabitants thereof. They could expect very little from a 
Government which during the Session of Parliament legislated for the protection 


were replenished, the lecturer said they were 


1884 20,000 fish, or 265,0001b. weight 


of salmon, were 0 


told by the Conservations 


up the business of the Session by going down to 
bait, the young of the common herring. Dr. 
s of many different fish, 
facts that in Siam fish were kept for fighting 
me cocks were formerly kept in this country. 


er in which the salmon fisheries of the Severn 


that in 


btained from the river, 


and that without any cost for feeding, the only outlay being the expense of preser- 
this was an improvement on what existed ten or a dozen years 
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the produce was about four or five fish fit for table for every 30,000 eggs deposited 
in the river, whereas nearly 40 times as many were obtained from the same number 
of eggs artificially protected. Dr. Day, in conclusion, pointed out how much 
anglers might do in investigating the conditions of life and habits of fresh- 
water fish. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the lecturer on the motion of the Chairman, 
seconded by Mr. Wingfield, and a similar compliment having been paid to the 
Chairman, on the proposition of Mr. Lacroix, seconded by Mr, Griffin, the pro- 
ceedings terminated. 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


LocHAWE ANGLING.—The following record of salmon taken by gentlemen fish- 
ing from the Taycreggan Hotel during the season which has just closed, goes to 
show a marked improvement on the previous season, which was the best up to that 
time that salmon anglers have ever experienced on Lochawe. The number is 48 fish 
for this year as compared with 42 for last, and were taken in the following order :— 
8 in June, 13 in July, 8 in August, 12 in September, and 7 in October. About two- 
thirds of the fish were taken trolling with natural or artificial bait, and the 
remainder with the fly-casting. Subjoined is a list of the names of the gentlemen 
who killed the fish :—Messrs. A. Bell, 1; Martin, 1; Smith, 1 ; Culpeper, 12 ; Hor- 
rocks, 1 ; Wollastan, 2; Christie, 2; W. Miller, 1 ; J. Miller, 1 ; Hewett, 1‘ Holland, 
2; Dixon, 1; Livesey, 6; Hanam, 1 ; Leittle, 1; Berger, 2; Sime, 1; Kissack, 6 ; 
Freeman, 3; Riddle, 2, The average weight was about 8lb., also an improvement 
on last year’s weight. The heaviest fish was 30lb., taken by Mr. Sime. There is a 
still more marked improvement in the number of Salmo ferox taken by anglers 
from the above hotel this year as compared with last. For the latter, the numbers 
stand at 6 as against 18 for the former. They were taken as follows :—Messrs. FE. 
Bell, 3; Grey, 1 ; Moscrop, 1; Culpeper, 1; Horrocks, 3; Barker Duncan, 3; A. 
Bell, 1: Dixon, 1; Livisay, 1 ; Freeman, 1 ; Sime, 1; Kissack, 1. The heaviest of 
these was lllb., taken by Mr. Culpeper ; and the average weight 641b. The ordinary 
Lochawe spring trout-fishing was quite an average one for weight and numbers.— 
TAYCREGGAN HOTEL. 

DUMFRIESSHIRE.—Our rivers close on Saturday night. In the main streams the 
season has been an unsatisfactory one, but in other portions there has been plenty 
of sport. In the spring, anglers had not much ground to grumble. It was neither 
better nor worse than its predecessors, so far as salmon-fishing was concerned ; 
but sea-trout were shy, and rather late in making their appearance. In some 
parts we did not observe any till June, Nearly the whole of August there was 
plenty of fun with the herling, but in the later part the yield grew less, owing 
doubtless to the unfavourable condition of the water. Grilse have not been 
numerous, and in the upper reaches of the Nith and Annan this is to be regretted. 
‘As soon as October came we hauled out our stronger tackle, and dressed our largest 
flies in order to be prepared for heavier and nobler fish. The rivers were full of salmon, 
put strangely enough the record of notable catches is proportionately small. Several 
fish of 301b. and one of 401b. were landed with the rod—and it is of rod-fishing that 
I write—but hundreds of big salmon that had been well hooked managed to break 
away. Grand sport has been had during the present month, and even the worm, 
which had to be used during flood, proved destructive. Large numbers of gentle- 
men from the south have fished the favourite pools of Annandale and Nithsdale, and 
have been richly rewarded. Among the successes are the following :—Mr. 
Park, three salmon from the Black Pool; Mr. Crawford, of Northfield, 
four in Mount Annan water; Mr. Mansfield, three from same place; Major 
Tulloch, one of 201b.; and Mr. Bell, Brydekirk, grassed two. In the Hoddom water, 
some six or eight were killed during the last few days, one weighing 321b. Wednes- 
day was, perhaps, the best day in the season. Mr. Mansfield landed four with the 
minnow ; Mr. Crawford and Major Tulloch killed one each. Near the Back-of-the- 
Wood pool (Annan) a large number were hooked, but broke away. In the Hoddom 
portion Mr. Dalziel killed two—one of 21lb. and the other of 241b. ; Mr. Henderson, 
Ecclefechan, landed one of 251b. ; and another gentleman killed one of 20lb. at the 
same place. One young angler in the Annan was pulled into the river by a heavy 
fish and nearly drowned, His salmon broke away. In the mid reaches within the 
past week many fish have been caught. Messrs. J. Gardiner had two of 241b. and 
18lb.; A. McLean, 33lb.; W. Irving, 19lb.; F. Foot, 201b.; W. Varrie, 17lb. ; W. J. 
Halliday, 161b.; J. Pool, 191b. ; Jas. Roddick, 24lb.; Wm. Dinwoodie, 10lb. ; W. 
Irving 141b. and 161b. ; Col. and P, Purdie, Glasgow, 18lb. and 231b.—B. 

TWEED AND TEVIOT.—Since my last notes to you, the elements have decidedly 
been against the anglers. Fishing was practicable on Wednesday, but a too full 
flood on Thursday once more put a stopper on the partisans of old Izaak, who, how- 
ever, were able to resume their operations on Friday, only again to “ grin and bear 
it.” On Saturday, as the storm of wind and rain of the previous day and night brought 
down both rivers in full flood on Saturday morning, by mid-day it was 8ft. 
above its normal level, and by four o’clock in the afternoon, the gauge at Kelso 
Bridge registered 10}ft, of flood water. From that time, however, the river rapidly 
subsided, and on Monday the Tweedometer marked only 3ft. of flood. This is the 
largest flood that has occurred in the river since 1881, and it has done immense damage 
along the banks of all the streams in® this district, From an angling point 
of view, however, it has done great good by sending more fresh-run fish up the 
rivers and moving to the upper reaches a good supply of spawing fish. The 
devotees of the rod and line have had fair sport during the time they have been 
on, the most prolific water in the district being the Floors upper water, where 
Mr. D. Cooper has had very good sport indeed ; while on the lower water Mr. 
Smith, Bramcote, Notts, has had nearly as good. ‘To-day (Thursday) the rivers 
are once more flooded, the quantity of rain which fell yesterday and up to this 
morning at six o’clock having had the effect of raising both Tweed and Teviot 
to the exterit of 3ft. Angling will then not be practicable until Friday after- 
noon at the soonest, should we have no more rain, The following are the 
takes got since my last notes :—November 3: On Floors lower water 
Mr. Smith, Bramcote, Notts, twelve, 63, 63, 16, 16, 16, 17, 20, 20, 
92, 25, 25, and 29lb.; on the upper water Mr. D. Cooper had _ three, 
20, 20, and one of 11lb, On the Ednam House water Mr. Drummond one of 8lb. ; 
and on the lower water Mr. Cowan, Morebattle, one of 17lb. On the Rutherford 
water Mr. Kingdon killed seven fish, 8, 17, 20, 20, 20, 20, and 221b., and one of 31lb. 


-was killed by Mr. A. O, Burton. Mr. Jas. Kerss, on the Hendersyde water, killed 


one of 16lb.; and Mr, G. Wright, Sprouston, one of 7lb. on the Sprouston water ; 
while Col. Corttran got one on the same water. Nov. 4: River in flood. Noy. 5: 
On Floors lower water Mr. Smith, sen., four, 9, 20, 20, and 241b.; and Mr. Smith, 
jun., two. On the Teviot Mr. Adam Lamb killed two ; Mr. Turnbull, Cemetery, two ; 
and Mr. Jas. Kerss, one. Nov. 6: River flooded, and continued so until Tuesday last, 
on which day Mr. Cooper, Paradise, killed seven salmon on Floors upper water, 8, 
16, 16, 18, 203, 204, 14, and 15lb. ; while on the lower Floors water Mr. Smith had 
five fish, 8, 18, 204, 203, and 224lb. Nov. 10: On Floors Castle upper water Mr. 
Cooper killed nine salmon, 22, 20, 20, 18, 18, 16, 15, 15,and 16lb, On the lower 
Floors water Mr. Thornton had two, 16 and 17lb. ; and Mr. F. Smith three, 11, 20}, 
and 244lb. Onthe Carham water Mr. J. R. Hay-Gordon one salmon of 20lb. On 
the Ednam House water during the past week sport has been very poor, and the 
same report applies to the fishing on the Sprouston casts. -MAXWHEBL, Kelso, Nov. 12 , 
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COLOURED ENGRAVING OF GRAYLING WANTED. 


Srr,—Can you or any of your readers tell: me where to procure a coloured engraving 
of a grayling coloured correctly 1—I am, &c., 3 
184, Station-street, Burton-on-Trent, 8S, HowARTH. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.”—T, E. Pritt. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. } 


“THE LOOKER-ON.” 

Srr,—There is a trite saying that the looker-on sees more of the game than the 
players ; but what, in the name of all fishes, has caused the resurrection of my 
esteemed friend, Pritt—that most honest of anglers —at this dreadful time, when Iam 
hacked to pieces by Mr.Tod? Have they conspired to shut me up for ever? And to 
think that a friend has turned upon mein my hour of need! Oh, that I had never 
found my way into the GAzeTTE! Methinks I might just as well go into the other 
one at once,and whitewash myself out of all my troubles. Before doing so I cannot 
resist haying a shot at our friend “ The Looker-on.” He evidently expects me to 
give him a lesson in casting when we next meet in our “war-paint”; but I will 
meet him first in “ word paint.” 

In the first place, I would warn all the innocents that, although ‘“ Looker-on ” is 
pretty honest and truthful—considering he is an angler—his credibility is not reliable 
when he yarns about his own performances as an angler. I do not say a word as to 
his credibility in his private or business relations, but simply in his capacity as an 
angler ; he then, to put it mildly, tells yarns. My credibility is, of course, always 
to be depended upon, and especially so when [ write about Mr. Pritt, the “ Looker- 
on.” I would here suggest that he should obtain the royal license to change his 
name to ‘ Down-looker,’ which would be singularly appropriate. Now he tells a 
regular “ whopper” when he says—with regard to that delightful music, the coot- 
coot of the rod—* I can’t do it myself,’ from which I am at liberty to infer that he 
can only do it by deputy. Now for the proof, followed by the inevitable argument. 
I solemnly state, on my veracity as an angler, that, during Easter week not many 
years ago, I was fishing a certain dub, pool, run, or stream in the Wharfe which I call 
the ‘‘round bend,” but which some anglers call the “ sneck bend,’ when my solitude 
was disturbed’ by the appearance of the “angling column,” in the shape of Mr. 
Pritt and his usual attendant with the knob on his tail. <A staff some 16ft. in 
height, taken from a forest, headed the column, which was flanked by a weaver’s 
beam ; the attendant with the tail brought up the rear. Under such circumstances 
I thought it prudent to retreat from the round bend without having made a 
capture. I then heard something—it was the column getting into action. Coot, 
coot, coof, coot raged over the bend; the trout took the challenge, and the battle 
became furious, and very soon there were five victims on the grass. The attendant 
wagged his tail, and I made good my retreat to mine inn, of course feeling smaller 
than usual. 

Argument.—lf the column did not make that coot, coot, coot, the attendant did 
it, and that was the dog—that wonderful dog which, when the master cannot get 
the line out far enough, carries it out for him in his mouth, What can a really 
honest angler, ike I am, do against the “‘man and the dog’’? 

As “ Looker-on”’ has thrown the whole of his might into the question I raised in 
my letter of the 19th ult. as to so casting as to cause only the fly-cast to alight on 
the water, I feel bound to explain my views more fully than I did in the letter of 
the 19th ult. Iam certainly surprised that there can be any difference of opinion on 
the matter. ‘“ Looker-on,’ so far as Iam able to understand what he is driving at, 
has laboured to place me in a dilemma, and he endeavours to show that I have ex- 
pressed an opinion that, however long the cast may be, only the fly-cast should 
alight on the water. I have not expressed any such opinion ; my opinion is qualified 
by the words ‘“‘as a rule,” and it is generally admitted that the exceptions prove the 
rule. I understand ‘ Looker-on” to admit that a man throwing a line 12 yards 
long can, for a space of ten seconds, keep all the line out of the water except the 
fly-cast. Now I ask Mr. Tod, who so strenuously advocates frequent casting, whether 
the space of ten seconds is not long enough,asa rule, for the fly-cast to remain on the 
water? If so, I most cordially thank ‘* Looker-on” for proving my case. 

My friend, in the same paragraph, extends his cast to 20 yards (of course, he is 
getting amusing now), and, no doubt, wonders if I will rise at it. Certainly I do 
rise, by asking him, as I am totally ignorant upon the subject, whether it is vsual and 
necessary, in order to be successful in Ullswater or any other known lake, to throw 
a distance of 20 yards? [admit that the quantity of line immersed depends, to a 
given extent, on the length of the cast; but I contend that, in actual fishing, and 
especially as wading is so common, most trout are caught ata cast of considerably 
under 12 yards, and that, therefore, by Mr. Pritt’s own admission, the fly-cast alone 
need touch the water. 

I am inclined to think that I catch most of my trout with a line about as long 
again as my rod. Jam not a believer in long casting, and use as short a line as 
possible. 1 may condense the whole subject into one short sentence: a man should 
so make his cast as to allow only the fly-cast, so far as practicable, to alight on the 
water. 

Weall know the angler who is alleged to be as vain as a pretty girl in a new bonret 
(he will bonnet “ Looker-on”’ next time he sees him). He is an excellent angler, 
although he does drop the point of his rod a little too much for elegance in casting ; 
but I am glad that he has the redeeming virtue of being a coot-coot-cooter. 

With regard to that wretched tin creel, the object of which, according to 
“ Looker-on,”’ is to economise fuel, I must protest against our esteemed friend, Mr. 
Reffitt, being cooked in his own tin. I never even hinted that he preferred tin to 
any other material for a pannier, ‘The Looker-on” has simply made a transparent 
attempt to raise Mr, Reffitt’s ire to such a heat as to cook all the “ Looker-on’s ” 
trout in future. ; 

I will wind up by telling the confiding Editor of the “ F. G.,” in strict confidence, 
that my friend, Pritt, is too modesta man to act the part of “ The Looker-on,” and by 
assuring him that all of us anglers love to differ about nothing, but that we all 
love one another.—I am, &e., 

Gomersal, near Leeds, Noy. 9th. HENRY CADMAN. 

[This is getting lively, and we will ask our readers to “stand around,” and see fair 
play. One correspondent suggests that if Mr. Tod wants to know how to keep his 
reel-line out of the water, let him try a twenty-yard gut cast.—ED. | 





TROUT NOMENCLATURE, 


Str,—In one of your issues some time ago “H. O.,” in reply to my letter, sub- 
mitted a short abstract from R. Collett’s “ Norges Fiske” of considerable interest 
to me, and, I may say, of no less interest to many readars of the GAZETTE who 
have overlooked the matter, that Iam sure the Editor will, though he may notagree 
with the views of our Scandinavian brethren, readily afford space for its repro- 
duction, The extract from “H. O.’s ” letter is as follows :— 

“The views of Scandinavian naturalists in the matter of trout nomenclature may 
interest your correspondent, * W. M.,’ whether he agrees with them or not. The 
following is a short abstract from R. Collett’s ‘Norges Fiske ’:—‘ Under the head 
S. eriox he includes all trout—bull-trout, sea-trout, lake-trout, common trout—but 
allows two main varieties :— 

“*A. (1) S. eriow forma fario, which occurs in every stream, at all manner of 
heights above the sea, which streams it never leaves ; (2) 8. eriox forma eriow, which 
occurs in the great lowland and mountain lakes, and the rivers which run from 
oe This includes (3) Jardine’s §. feroz, which is only an overgrown variety of 

oO. 2. 

““B. The sea-trout §. trutta of Linnzus must,’ says Mr. Collett, ‘be considered 
as a form of the above acclimatised in the sea. There is, he would say, nothing in 
it to make a decided distinction between this form and the former ones,’ 

‘And once Prof, Esmark assured me that this was his view.” 

I am not conversant with the scientific works of naturalists, for I have not yet 





invested in any of them, nor do I know whether British scientific works of the 
present agree with those of Scandinavia; but in 1869, three years after I formed 
decided views of my own, I perused two ichthyological works of high repute, and 
recommended as the best authorities on the subject, in which I was known to be 
specially interested, with the result that I discovered so many discrepancies on 
questions of fact that I threw all such authorities overboard, just as I had at the 
outset treated the contradictory opinions of anglers. 

“TT, O.” would have observed that the result of my investigations was the identity 
of the fario and smolt trutta and eriox, which practically indicates that there is 
only one species or variety of trout, that the favio is identical with the smolt or 
“ orange fin,” the whitling or finnock, sea-trout and bull-trout, and I may as well 
include the §. ferox, and do so with reluctance, from the fact that little of a reliable 
nature is known about the big fish further than that popular natural histories of 
the first half of the present century describe it as “The Great Grey Trout,” pre- 
sumably in consequence of its great size and grey colour. 

The 8S. ferox of the present day appears to be a different fish, its colour being 
described in your columns as “a rich orange hue,” corresponding with that of the 
gillaroo, or redman, or red lad of the Irish loughs, and so conspicuous that it could 
be distinguished from a loch trout “a hundred yards off.” Its weight ranges from 
2lb. upwards. 

Another feature in the habits of this fish, so far as Loch Awe is concerned, is, 
that instead of taking to the tributaries to spawn like the rest of the Salmonide, 
they select the outlet, or Brandir Pass—a narrow channel between two rocks, 
through which passes a deep mass of seething water capable of carrying away 
every grain of sand or gravel. : 

Admitting that this is not the case, how could the whole family of ferowes in the 
loch be accommodated in such a narrow passage without encroaching upon each 
other? I think, on the whole, that the arguments in support of the ferox being a 
distinct species may be dismissed. Mr. Collett holds the /e70x to be an overgrown 
bull-trout ; I, on the contrary, hold the ferox to be made up of two distinct species 
—namely, pure trout, and pure salmon, There is nothing in the latter, either in 
its nature and habits, shape, or colour, to prevent its being a ferox, for in fresh 
water it is liable to assume the various colours common to trout, and, like this 
tribe, become a cannibal. 

I have thus submitted a formula, or abstract, of the views I entertain—the result 
of independent research, calculated to amuse both British naturalists and anglers, 
if nothing more ; and so far asI am aware, these views are entirely at variance with 
those of both. The difference between Mr. Collett and that which I propound is 
apparently specific, for he allows two main varieties—I presume the migratory and 
non-migratory ; I donot. But, apparently, the difference between Mr. Collett and 
myself, the scientific and the practical is not nearly so much at variance as that 
between the former and British naturalists. 

I should, however, like to know much more of Mr. Collett, for the abstract from 
his writings is the most interesting to me that I have perused on the subject for the 
past twenty years. Perhaps the Editor, or “ H. O.,” may favour particulars whether 
his ‘“‘ Norges Fiske” is translated into English, and where it can be obtained? I 
have been unsuccessful in obtaining any information at the booksellers.—I 
am, &c., 

Elgin. W. M. 

[It is not to be had in English, as far as we know.—Eb. ] 





MR. WELLS’ JOINT FOR RODS. 
S1r,—Surely there must be some mistake when you say English-made ferrules 
are shaped so :— 


We are pleased to have read Mr, Wells’ very pleasant and—for an amateur— 
practical work ; but even he does not pretend that we poor Britishers cannot, and 
do not, make plug or suction joints, as, in point of fact, any joint, whether lock or 
otherwise, must have, as a ground work, a perfectly parallel socket, fitting its entire 
length. This we consider a sine gua non. Of course, there are ferrules made in 
this country which are not so; but we hardly suppose you, Mr. Editor, would con- 
sider such as first-class, and therefore condemn all English makers, 

Herewith we inclose you a joint such as we regularly make asa plain joint, and 
in this case we have adopted your suggestion, and have put no tenon or dowel. 

As there is a great amount of work in the making of our cane-built rod-joints, 
they being metal-lined throughout tenon-hole and face, also tenon face, and end 
being covered with metal. If joints are made as inclosed sample, we will be able 
to produce a three-joint cane-built rod at a reduction of a few shillings in the price 
per rod. In best greenheart rods there would be no difference.—We are, &c., 

HARDY BROTHERS. 

London and North British Works, Alnwick, Noy. 9th. 


[ We never suggested there should be no dowel. We like the sample sent, only 
should like it better if it had a dowel.—ED. | 


MR. TOD’S PRIZE ESSAY ON FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 

Srr,—Mr. Cadman writes so pleasantly that I wish I had no difference“of opinion 
with him ; however, with such a correspondent, differing is almost a pleasure, for 
he never becomes in the slightest degree personal or angry. Mr. Stewart was pre- 
eminently a fisher of the tributary streams. I never saw him fish the Tweed ; but 
I have heard that he fished the edges far too much, and filled his creel with trash. 
He was not a ¢rwe fisherman of large waters like the Tweed at St. Boswell's, hence his 
hackle flies, and distances apart—all admirably adapted to the tributaries. 

Mr. Cadman mentions that he got 61 trout on the Tweed in a week ; but he does 
not give the gross weight. I remember being surprised at the small size of his trout— 
so few of 1lb. or even 1b, The Tweed trout, when feeding properly on the fly, 
should average just about 4lb., for we always put back those under }1b. I quite 
agree with him that some anglers on Tweedside fish for the pot, keeping everything, 
even smolts—a practice which isignoble, I fear I have made a bone of contention 
of that little waterside bird, the coot. I allude to the “coot of the rod”; but Mr. 
Pritt pleasantly alludes, in his delightful paper, to the best all-round man he knows 
whose “coot’’ is well marked. It takes a man many years of hard practice before 
he can give this sharp sound, and, as in swordsmanship, the old French proverb is 
applicable here—“Ce n’est que le premier pas qui coute” (coot). If Mr. Cadman 
ever goes to the Tweed again, I would do my utmost to help him to fill his creel by 
sending him previously any flies I have worth his acceptance. But the Tweed 
nowadays is very hard fished indeed. Small blame to Mr. Cadman if he found it 
uphill work, for I have no doubt he knows his way about well._—I am, &c., 

E. M, Tep. 


MR. BRIGHOUSE’S PRIZE ESSAY. 

Srr,—In the Prize Essay published this week on “The Best Method of Fishing 
with the Wet Fly for Trout,” the following, to me, somewhat extraordinary advice 
is given under the heading, “ Landing the Fish ”:—‘“'Take hold of the line and haul 
the fish on shore. [This in the case of a small one.) Ifa large one, wind it in ; 
play it until there isn’t a kick left in it, and then, taking hold of the line, trail 
1t on shore.” 

Now, this is entirely contrary to one of the very first principles of angling 
instilled into me by my godfathers and godmothers, so far as the “gentle art” is 
concerned, To let the line even touch anything with a fish on, in whatever state 
of exhaustion, I have always been told, is dangerous; while to take the line in the 
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hand simply meant the loss of the fish in nine cases out of ten. Experience has 

taught me the same truth. If a fish be very firmly hooked, the line may be taken 

in the hand ; but a trout is rarely hooked firmly enough to warrant such treatment, 

and still more rarely is a fish so exhausted as not to be able to make one final effort 

when he feels the hand on the line, for they—the fish—can at least appreciate the 

eye and seem to know that another chance of escape is then presented to 
em. 

“ Prize Essays” are, I fancy, intended for beginners, though “old hands” may 
in them find an occasional wrinkle, if, as too often happens, they are not too pre- 
judiced. Now, a beginner would accept this method in its literal sense. IT imagine 
that the author meant “keep your fingers on the line,” in the usual way. Surely 
he did not mean, “ catch hold of the line and pull him on to the bank”? Other- 
wise, the essay is a most excellent one, and will serve any end that such essays ever 
do serve. They are interesting reading, but are seldom turned to much practical 
account.—I am, &c., DHUNNIE Mour, 


_ [We think it is a great mistake not to use a landing-net; ib saves so much 
valuable time. All the same, many good anglers think it below their dignity to 
use a net, even for a trout of 2lb. and over.—ED. | 





RANDOM NOTES—WORMS. 

Srr,—Darwin has proved, in the most unmistakable manner, that worms cannot 
see, A man digging all day with a spade in a garden where the soil was rich 
would dismember more worms than a Notts angler would in a week, if he fished 
every day all day long; and worms I have experimented upon I found that the 
head end soon healed and apparently got all right, but the tail portions xever got 
another head. 

These remarks do not apply to blood worms. 

Darwin, in his “Naturalist’s Voyage Round the World,” speaks of a South 
American worm of simple structure—a division of the genus Planaria. One of 
these worms was cut transversely into two equal parts. In the course of fourteen 
days both had the shape of perfect animals, ‘Twenty-five days from the operation 
the more perfect half could not be distinguished from any other specimen. 

1. Worms will live under water for weeks. 

2. They have no eyes. 

3. Although it struggles so violently, it is very insensible to pain. 

4. Worms do not do at all well in a very dry atmosphere.—I am, c., M. A. 

P.S.—I should imagine that worms cut into mincemeat with a pair of scissors in 
a cocoanut-shell do not suffer very much. It is soon over, depend upon it. 


THE DON.—MUGGIE MOSS DAM. 

Sir,-—I fear that your well-meant efforts to better the condition of this beautiful 
river will be ineffectual —official red-tapeism will be too much for you; still, as 
President Lincoln advised, “keep pegging away,” and in the long run, as dropping 
water wears away a stone, the official mind may be penetrated. On Thursday last a 
scene might have been witnessed at the bottom of that thrice-accursed Muggie Moss 
Pass that ought to have covered those responsible for its construction and mainte- 
nance in its present condition with shame, Although a good body of water was 
running—suflicient, if no pass existed, to allow the fish to ran—they lay, especially 
the big ones, helpless and exhausted by hundreds at the bottom. The river-keepers 
assembled, and running a net round the helpless shoal, saved a very large number, 
carrying them up the impassable pass. An eye-witness writes me : “ Out of the 
little pool at the bottom of the pass they landed, in four hours, 374 magnificent 
salmon, averaging over 201b. each, a good many over 301b., with a fair sprinkling of 
grilse and sea-trout. About half were beautiful fresh fish; very few diseased— 





_ in his reservoir by placing a few swans upon it. 


about 20 in all.” Surely this fact speaks for itself. The wicked nuisance of this 
“ pass” ought to be abated, and if I am right, as I fairly believe I am, thata trifling 
outlay in making a resting-place halfway up is all that is required, great discredit 
attaches to those who are responsible for its continuance. —I am, &e., G. R 





RE OVERSCAIG FISHING REPORTS. 
’s Sir,—I had quite missed seeing my own letter in print till to-day. Itisin “F.G.,” 
ct. 9th. 

I pointed out that 307 trout, weighing 1,48841b., must have been an error, and that 
the trout in Loch Shin averaged 41b., wmless a large fvrow was killed. 1 said, in 
proof of this, that one day from shore, wading in below the Inn at Overscaig, I 
killed 171b. with fly, and that five of the trout weighed llb. each. I find I am re- 
ported as saying eleven 1lb. each. I would thus have been stultifying myself ; and, 
indeed, I was more than satisfied with five trout 1lb. each, from shore, in one day’s 
fly-fishing. I cannot understand how I missed my own letter. If I put it down 
myself I must have been dreaming ; I fancy my indistinct writing is the cause, and 
I want at once to rectify so serious an error.—I am, Kc., E. M. Top. 





THE AMERICAN WEED PEST. 

S1r,—In my fishing notes from the Eden, Carlisle, a few weeks ago, I ventured 
to suggest that your correspondent, “J. B.,” might get rid of the American weed 
He, perhaps, did not see it, or he 
may think the suggestion a “ goak.” 

I write now to tell him that a small lake called Talkin Tarn, in Cumberland, 
was so covered with ita few years ago that the annual regatta, which had been 
held for many years, had to be abandoned. The committee tried scythe-cutting, 
tearing out with drags, &c., but no perceptible change could be seen. Being advised 
to put on some swans, they purchased, I think, about half-a-dozen, and after that, 
year by year, the weed decreased, till now it is hardly to be seen, and the regattas 
are held as usual. I cannot, at the moment, say how long the process took, but 
could easily obtain full particulars for “J. B.” if he wishes.—I am, Xc., 

SILVER GREY. 

[We hope “ Silver Grey” will kindly get the particulars. Of course, swans do 
harm in the spawning season, but it’s no good having fish'in a pond if you cannot 
fish it for weeds. What depth is the tarn where the weed covered it /—Ep. | 


CREELS. 

Srr,—Dr. Simpson is quite correct in stating that leather creels are quite equal to 
those constructed either of wood or tin in the matter of cleanliness, When properly 
treated they are as readily washed out, and retain no smell. 

He is, however, wrong in imagining the art—if art it be—of making these leather 
creels to be a lost one, and it is evident that when he wrote this he had not read 
my communication in the “ F, G.” of the 30th ult., indicating where they can be 
obtained. 

Neither are leather panniers so rare as seems to be imagined. While I write, the 
names of half-a-dozen anglers cross my mind who are all happy possessors of them ; 
and while some have had them over twenty years, others have purchased them 
within a fourth part of that time. As I intimated before, two considerations have 
prevented their more general adoption by anglers—namely, their cost and weight. 
Taking their great durability into account, however, they are cheap, and they are 
only heavy as compared with the wicker ones, which are dear, even when given, if 
you sum up the long array of objections which can be urged against them. Leather 
creels cannot be made very light and at the same time serve their purpose well, 
inasmuch as thin, flexible leather cannot be used in their construction ; as if such 
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THE IMPROVED 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET. 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 


ANDERSON’S 
BUCKLAND JACKET, 


With the addition of their * BAILEY” WATER- 
PROOF RIDING APRON, makes an excellent Riding 
and Hunting Waterproof. 
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were done, like the pannier mentioned by Dr. Simpson, they would collapse on the 
first exposure to heavy rain. 

The leather, too, selected for this purpose should not have had its outer skin 
pared off in the process of “dressing,” and with this on, the necessity of painting 
them black and varnishing them-—like those Dr. Simpson saw—is gone, and the 
natural colour of the leather is preferable, both as regards taste and utility. 
Black, for this purpose, is the worst possible colour—the sun has such a partiality 
for it. 

Any saddler, trunk-maker, or intelligent shoemaker, haying a leather pannier 
put before him, ought to have no difficulty whatever in constructing one like it. 

I am in hopes that indiarubber, in some of its many forms, may yet be utilised 
in this direction, as 1 suggested in your issue of 30th October, and I may probably 
have more to say on this head shortly. 

With reference to Mr. Hardern’s letter, I have written him direct.—I am, Xe., 

East Grove, Keighley, Nov. 8th. WILLIAM NAYLOR. 


SEEDS AS FOOD FOR FISH. 

Str,—Some time ago Isent you an extract concerning the use of seeds as bait 
for fish, which none of your correspondents noticed—i.¢., so far as replying to it. 
As the question has now come up for discussion, I will now send you another 
extract from the same authority. The following quotation is from a small book on 
“The Green Fields and their Grasses,’ by Anne Pratt, printed by the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge :— 

“The wild oat of our fields is sometimes ground for food, and the seeds of the 
large sea-lyme grass, the plant so conspicuous on our sandy shores, are used by the 
Teelanders for their bread—so, too, that thick, succulent, floating meadow grass 
(Poa fluitans), 80 abundant in our ditches and stagnant waters, often growing there 
to a height of three feet, has seeds, which, in some countries, are very serviceable 
asfood. These seeds constitute the common manna of commerce, and in Holland, as 
well as in some parts of Germany and Poland, they are gathered in great quantities, 
in order to be made into bread and other articles of diet.” 

De Theis says :—‘ I have seen the Polanders, in the suit of King Stanilus, gather 
these manna seeds on the banks of the Mewrtha.” Meyen, too, remarks of this 
grass, which grows wild in Germany on the margin of standing waters, as well as 
on very wet meadows, that “ round Berlin, where the plant grows singly, no one 
thinks of the well-tasted seeds which it bears in its spike ; but further Hast, in 
Fast Prussia, Masuria, and the lower Vistula, it grows in such quantities that the 
seeds are gathered with great profit, without the plants having been previously 
sown.” 

“ Several fine kinds of groat for gruels are also made of the seeds of this plant. 
Tt produces a large number of seeds, and they are not only eaten by geese and ducks, 
but are eagerly sought by the fish, especially the trout, while to how many of the 
birds which delight us with their music they serve as refreshment we know not.” 

Trusting this may prove of interest to many of the readers of the FISHING 
GAZETTE—I am, X&e., 

Berwick-on-T weed. 


FISHING IN THE OUSE AT HUNTINGDON. 

S1r,—I have read with interest the letters from Mr. Rout and “ An Old Ouse 

Angler” ve the above which have from time to time appeared in your valuable 
aper. 

It appears to me that the point in dispute really is, nof whether such and such 

an owner's water is good or bad for fishing in, or that “An Old Ouse Angler” does 

not sign the name given him by his godfathers and godmothers, but—Ts the fishing 

in the Ouse at Huntingdon and in the district free to anglers without subseription ? 

Mr. Rout, in his last letter, gives his authority for collecting subscriptions, and 
I, for one, looked anxiously in your last issue for “ An Old Ouse Angler’s” reply ; 
but none appearing, I would, Sir, respectfully suggest a method by which a satis- 
factory conclusion of the correspondence, and an answer to the question at issue, 
might be arrived at, It is that you, Sir (if you consider it of sufficient interest to 
your readers), would write to the town clerk at Godmanchester and ask him the 
exact extent of the water which the Corporation of Godmanchester and the inhabit- 
ants of that fortunate borough hold the sole right of fishing in. 

Without attempting to anticipate the nature of his reply (which, in my opinion, 
will settle the matter at once), I should like, Sir, just to explain the position of 
Godmanchester. It isa small borough, situate on the river about midway between 
Offord and Honghton, and, I should say, fully four miles from either place, and the 
eight miles of main river between these two points—Offord and Houghton—flows 
through the following parishes: Offord, Brampton, Godmanchester, Huntingdon, 
Hartford, Wyton, and Houghton, and it will be interesting to know how these 
parishes respectively, and the owners of property therein, have transgressed, so that 
Godmanchester absorbs the whole of their angling privileges. 

Apologising for troubling you at such length—I am, Xc., 





JOSEPH JOHN HILLS, 





CHas. A. BRYANT. 
[We will send the town clerk a copy of the paper containing this letter, and if he 
sees his way to give us the information wanted we will gladly insert his letter. 
—ED. | 


Sr1r,—Mr. H. Rout seems determined to evade my question, which simply amounts 
to this :—Have the Corporation of Godmanchester let to Mr, Maulden the water 
which is in the borough of Huntingdon? , 

I have been waiting for some reliable information, which has not yet come to 
hand,—I am, &c., AN OLD OUSE ANGLER. 


S1r,—I should like to thark Mr. Emery for his letter in last week’s GAZETTE on 
the above subject. The information is exactly what I wanted. It is refreshing to 
find that there are still places in the Ouse where “ subscriptions are not required.” 
Another gentleman was also kind enough to write me exact and full particulars as 
to the above river.—I am, Xc., 

Noy. 11. 








JouHN T. BOWEN, 





ILLEGAL NETTING OF THE WYE. 

Srr,—I can quite endorse all that your correspondent, “Sea Hagle,” says about the 
illegal netting that goes on in the Wye in the neighbourhood of Ross, both for 
salmon and everything else. 

Since the close season commenced (and, no doubt, before) this night netting has 
been constant, and large quantities of salmon are sold in this town for from 6d. to 
8d. per pound at the present time, and will still be sold for the next two or three 
months, 

It is perfectly well known where the fish are taken, and any night when the 
river is “in order” for their business a river-watcher might, if he chose to do so, 
lay his hand on these river poachers ; but these gentlemen know perfectly well 
there is no one to interfere with them, and they have now become so bold that, only 
the other day, in broad daylight, a party of them were seen using a beating net a 
few miles above Ross. 

But, Sir, it is not only salmon that are poached. All thestreams in the neighbour- 
hood of Ross, and all the gravel beds, are regularly by the small-mesh net, with the 
result that large quantities of coarse fish are taken, and the trout and grayling have 
been nearly exterminated. It is notorious that there are persons in this town who 
possess one or more of these shackle nets, and they are constantly being used bya 
set of idle loafers who do nothing else during the autumn and winter months. 

{ should very much like to know why we salmon-fishers are made to pay a guinea 
for our license? What is supposed to be done with the money, and what in reality 
becomes of it? 

I am pretty constantly out during the season, both early and late, and not only 
have I never been asked to show my ticket, but I have never even seen a river- 
watcher, and I am told that only once this past season has one been seen near Ross, 
I suppose the Wye Conservators are eitherjignorant of the true state of things, or 
they are indifferent, or else they are too impecunious as a body to employ a sufficient 
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number of men to insure the proper preservation of the river. Whichever it ma 
be, I think the ticket-holders have a right to demand that some little Be saration 
should be shown for their interests, and that something should be done to stop the 
wholesale poaching that is carried on all the year with impunity.—I am, &e. 
Eddle Cross House, Ross, Noy. 6. J. W. NORMAN, F.R.C.S.Edin. 
£ 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND COMPARISON OF SPECIES IN FISH, &c. 

Srr,—See what Mr. Hastings, the editor of the Amateur Photographer, states in 
the last issue of that paper (Nov. 5). I hardly expected to see so complete a con- 
firmation of my assertion by so good an authority, though I am, personally, certain 
of its correctness, 

Extract :—“ A question as to the identity of Salmo ferox and Salmo fario has 
been raised in the pages of the FISHING GAZETTE, and an effort has been made to 
determine the question by an appeal to photography. A correspondent, ‘ Lux,’ 
yery properly points out the distortion of the image, resulting from a removal out of 
the general plane of definition, and correctly argues the unevidential worth of photo- 
graphs made in careless disregard of optical principles. He is perfectly right when 
he says ‘ many persons imagine that if a photograph is put in evidence of facts, such 
evidence must be true, &c., &c., kc.’ Unless the distortion referred to is carefully 
avoided, such photographs are almost worthless for comparison as to structural 
differences ; and the critic might go further than he does, and say, not merely that 
protographs may ‘unintentionally be made to tell untruths,’ but that they may 
intentionally be made to lie; and, therefore, photographs, when cited as evidence 
(especially when they are cited, as is now increasingly the case in legal causes), 
should be interpreted by photographers.” 

Perhaps, now, after such a statement, Mr. Pennell will be willing to admit that 
“the machine can lie.”’—I am, &c., Lux. 


TROUT FEEDING ON SEEDS. 

S1r,—I have been much interested in Mr. Tod’s articles on fly-fishing contained 
in your paper. Fishing in one of the chalk streams in the north of this county in 
July last, I caught a well-fed, handsome trout of about three-quarters of a pound 
weight. On taking the fly out of its mouth, I was surprised to see the mouth and 
throat full of small, round, flat seeds, which I suppose had fallen from some 
aquatic plant growing on the bank, of which there were a great variety, I regret 
I did not preserve some of them for further inspection. 

T have been an angler for more than fifty years, but had not observed a similar 
case. 

There was but one tree near, and it was an ash, which could not have furnished 
the seeds I saw in the trout’s mouth and throat.—I am, &c., 

Wo. FAWPETT 
; ‘ (Member of the Horncastle Angling Association). 

P.S.—Will you kindly put the inclosed guinea to your list for the Memorial in 

Winchester Cathedral to Izaak Walton ? 


[We See nothing in the least improbable in trout feeding on seeds; but from the 
description Mr. Fawpett gives, it strikes us it is just possible he may have mistaken 
a small freshwater crustacean, which answers his description exactly. It is likea 
yery minute Catherine-wheel in appearance—a thin, flat disc. Trout and other fish 
are very fond of them, and unless Mr. Fawpett examined them carefully, he might 
easily have mistaken them for seeds.—ED, | 
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A MEETING in connection with the proposed testimonial to Mr. R. Ghurney 
secretary of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, &c., was held at the Cherry Tree; 
Kingsland-road, on Tuesday evening last, when a number of anglers put in an 
appearance, representatives of various clubs answering to their names. Mr. 
James H. Hazeldine, secretary to the Bethnal-green United Angling Society, was 
invited to take the chair, and in an admirable speech he drew attention to the 
very pleasant duty he had in asking the representatives of angling clubs then 
present, their opinions as to the proposed testimonial to his worthy friend and 
brother angler, Mr. R. Ghurney. The responses made by those present were 
very hearty. It was considered by all to be a remarkably well-earned compli- 
ment that was proposed to be paid to Mr. Ghurney, and members present 
volunteered to act on a committee for carrying out the object in view. Mr. H. 
Howse, hon. sec. of the Clapton Angling Society, was requested to take the 
position of hon. sec., which he readily consented to do, saying, ‘‘it would be as 
pleasurable a duty as he had ever undertaken.” [We hope the movement will 
meet with great support.—ED. ] 
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Tur objection is often made that the ben 
proprietary medicines are only tempor 
disease returns as soon as the use of then 
tinued. To meet this objection in the cas 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the tho 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, sho\ 
manency of efiect several years aiter the cure was W 

Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Ta 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 31, 1882, says: 
a Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
ended in abscess of that organ, resulting from inflammation, 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottles of 
‘Warner's Safe Cure,’ the contents of 13 only of which I 
have taken. Itbroughtaway about two ounces of stone; the 
pus has sed to appear, the pain has vanished, the water 
is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. 
I have long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men 
in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

Writing under date of APRIL 27, 1886, this gentleman 
says: “ It is now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heavy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ In my case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it. 


aE “ Yours faithfully, 
fae 


.* q AS 


“ Station Master Navigation Station, Taf? Vale Railway, 
Treharris, R.S.0. Glamorganshire, Wales.” 
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Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond the shadow ofa doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of “Warner's Safe Cure” are permanent. This 
permanency of power over disease givesit the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
many thousands? For sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and at the stores. Price, 4s. 6d. If your chemist does not 
keep it, and will not order it, send your orders direct ta 
H. H, WARNER & CO., 47, Farringdon Street, London, B,C. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &¢. 


must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, H.C. 


Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. unless accom- 


panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 


this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


and the Provinces. 








_TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Plect-street, London. 


For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 10s. 6d. 
» Six Months ” ” ¥ , 5 4 
; » Reetcartners 
an Three Months ,, j Ps ” 7 3 SACL CLE: 28 
To Americaand the Continent, theannual subscription, including postage 12 6 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 


88, Fleet-street, London. 
Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 


The Fishing Gazette. 
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THE STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN WINCHESTER 
CATHEDRAL. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—By permission of the Dean and Chapter of 
Winchester Cathedral an Illuminated Parchment Scroll, giving a 
list of the subscribers to the Izaak Walton Statue Fund, will be 
placed in the archives of the Cathedral on the occasion of the cere- 
mony of unveil’ ig the statue. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS, 


£ es-d. 
Amount already acknowledged ...........++++ aye lel 
Thomas Spreckley, Haq. ......secseseseeeceeeee 10> 
T. Crumplen, Esq. .......cscscosecscssscccceoees Arent oan ay 
Burten W. Ellis, Esq. ......+..+0.. snc Sci Tse. 0 
Wie BORED SCee tee hy s te catssccsctingeecseecesasns py UL 0 
Gi OPCO; HAG. Mine ents PAY Nai cds nas aps easmeeyieke 010 O 
Messrs. Charles Farlow and Co, .......+++. Ree Oca y O 
C. Elkin Mathews, Esq. ..scscssssseeseeeeeerees 7a) *0 
G. Bainbridge, Haq. .........cscsecsecseesseeeeves (me ae () 
Three Members of the Fly-Fishers’ Club... 1 1 0 


| 





£48 12 7 


Subscriptions can be sent to R. B. Marston, Ed. FISHING 
GAZETTE, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. They should 
be marked “for Walton Statue Fund,” and will be acknowledged in 
the GAZETTE. Anglers who would like to be connected with this 
movement need not hesitate because they cannot afford much. 
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THE THIRD ANNUAL DINNER OF THE YORKSHIRE 
ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


TuE Third Annual Dinner of the above Association is to take place 
on Thursday, December 9th, at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds. As it is 
under the management of the hon. sec, Mr. T. E. Pritt, there is no 
doubt about its being not merely a success, but a right-down jolly 
affair. Cyril Ransome, Esq., takes the chair, and we hear a whisper 
that Pritt’s immortal “dawg with the knob on his tail” is to figure in 
the menu ; may we be there to see! 

The following new song has been specially compounded for the 
occasion by the hon, sec. :-— 


THE ANGLERS’ DINNER. 


¥ 
Ye angler Come all jovial anglers, set to with a will, 
inviteth his If we work like good fishers our creels we may fill ; 
* brethren to peg This truth is apparent—you'll own I am right— 
into it, Just for once in a way, we're all sure of a bite. 


Il. 


And Let the winter wind howl o’er the snow-cover'd dale, 
he Let Jack Frost whistle loud in the northerly gale ; 
becometh | The curtains are closed and our rods are laid by, 
poetical; Till the primrose is out and the lark’s in the sky. 
III. 


He sneereth at ye ( The shooter may boast of his death-dealing gun, 

bloodthirsty The foxhunter swear that the fox likes the fun ; 
shooter and ye ) The angler, contented, will gladden his eyes 
reckless foxhunter, {| When a splash on the river betokens a rise. 


IV. 
As we sit round the table while rivers run chill, 


And 
alludeth tenderly } A toast we'll all drink and a bumper we'll fill ; 

to ye Here’s a health to all couples—the newly-match’d pairs— 
breeding trouts; {That for our sakes are busy with family cares ! 


Vv. 
And windeth Then come, jolly anglers, come fill ev’ry glass, 
up with a We'll toast absent brothers and each pretty lass ; 
general incitement ies spirit they're with us, for all are agreed 
to go it, That fishers, like fishes, should now and then feed ! 


—T. HE, P. 


THE FORTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL DINNER OF THE THAMES 
ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


THIS popular dinner will take place in the Venetian Salon of the 
Holborn Restaurant on Thursday next, Nov. 25, The chair will be 
taken at 5.30 by F. D. Dixon-Hartland, Esq., M.P. The musical 
arrangements are to be of a first-rate character, there is a strong and 
long list of Stewards, and every promise of a very enjoyable 
evening. Any of our friends who would like to be present can get 
dinner tickets, price 7s. 6d. each, of the Secretary of the Thames 
Angling Preservation fociety, W. H. Brougham, Esq., Swayfield 
Villa, Hounslow. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE BLACKWATER (CO. CORK). 


THE Blackwater ! What memories of the past come over me at the 
mention of that name! Memories of flood and field, of the hunter, 
of the rod and the gun, in the good old long ago, when sport all the 
year round was free and open to all; where to be a sportsman. 
meant to a man to have the cream of his delight twelve months in 
every year, together with the free run of nearly every mansion in 
that ever hospitable, ever golden, valley of the south. 

For where else in the wide world was it permitted to any man from one such 
spot as Mallow or Fermoy to hunt with such a pack of foxhounds as the 
Duhallow, which boasted of an establishment equal to any in “ the shires,” and 
which its noble master maintained ina style worthy of its traditional cognomen, 
“the Irish Quorn” ; to fish from February to September such a glorious 
river, up or down it mattered not—leave was to be had for the asking ; to shoot 
cock in those famous glens, or search the mountains for grouse, or kick up snipe 
all day in the bogs ? Whenever or wherever you went, the essence of true sport, 
ae or summer. “Ah! if there were heaven upon earth, it was this, it was 
this !” 

What I want to know is—Did we in those days really know it? Did we fully 
comprehend that those glorious passions of the field would never be so fully 
satisfied as they were then? Alas! I fear not. Many of us then had not learnt 
the secret that we know so well now, the summum bonum of animal existence, at 
any rate—viz., when you are happy to knew it. But I must leave it to another— 
to some survivor of those who, in the times that I speak of, “ fished, fit, and bled” 
on the banks ofthat ancient river—to answer for them ; but the brethren of the 
craft must have the first place in my attempts to recail old Blackwater days. 

Tt must be remembered that I write of a time when there was no such thing 
as a hired fishing station on the entire river. A noble lord was the first to let a 
part of his fishing rights, and great was the astonishment of the local squires 
at this proceeding. The fishing of the river from Banteer in Kerry to Lismore 
‘1 Waterford was in the hands of the local proprietors. .It was enough for any 
stranger to send in his card with a request fora day’s fishing—the reply would 
be, almost certainly, leave for a week and offers of hospitality besides. 

Certainly, nous avons changé tout cela. To-day it is rather mortifying to one 
who knows every stone in the river from Mallow to Lismore to be told, on re- 
visiting the scenes of former triumphs, “ Very sorry, I can’t even offer you a 
day’s fishing. Mr. Perkins, of London, rents my streams, and I don’t like to 
interfere with him”; or, “Mr. Aaron Ben Levy is my fishing tenant, and is very 
particular about his unconditional occupation of the water.” 

Of course, these gentlemen pay for their rights, and no one need think that I 
find fault, because they have their own friends to look after, and possibly are 
down only fora few weeks, and naturally want to get all the sport they can. I, 
in fact, only mention it lest anyone should suppose that a yard of good salmon- 
fishing can be got upon the Blackwater nowadays, so greedily is every fishing 
station snapped up by the casual Britisher. 

My earliest recollection of a good bit of sport on this river is on coming 
back from a ball at about 4 a.m. on a summer’s morning. On the way home 
we had crossed the Bride, that most beautiful of trout streams, chronicled in 
verse and in prose. At this hour we observed the trout all on the move—in fact, 
the water was boiling, as the saying is. It wasa close, still morning, and the 
heavy masses of clouds hanging round betokened the storm which soon after 
fell upon us. However, no ‘rain had fallen when we got in, and I proposed to 
my friend that instead of going to bed we should go down to the river, which 
was about 200 yards from the house. 

Having got on our waders, we were soon in the streams, and before either of 
us had made a dozen casts the rain came down with all the violence of asummer 
storm. The water had been low for a long time, and the rain was so heavy that 
in about a quarter of an hour the rise of the water began to be felt by the fish. 
From that moment we had work enough on hand. I remember well the little 
Blue Jay with which I was fishing, and which killed for me four salmon and 
three peal that morning. Little of it {was left, you may be sure ; but during 
the time of the rise I believe the fish would have taken a bare hook, if it were 
blue enough. 

We got in before eight, having found the flood cease as suddenly as it began, 
owing to the water getting the road-wash, which, being from a stone distric t, 
generally puts the fish out of sorts for alittle. We had between us eleven fish 
~ six salmon and five peal. My friend would have got one or two more most 
likely, had he played his fish harder ; it pays in the Blackwater, above all other 
rivers that I have fished, to play your fish hard. 

There are not many difficult places on the river where a real trial of skill may 
take place between a hooked fish and the angler ; so if I were to be asked for 
some general rule, such as_ that in whist, “ When in doubt lead trumps,” so I 
would say to the man going to fish the Blackwater, that which has many a time 
been screeched into my ear and memory, ‘‘ Hould yere hoult, yer honner !” 

I mention also that this above occasion is the only one I have ever heard of 
where fishing before 9 a.m. has been productive of much sport—on the Black- 
water. 

This “houlding yere hoult” reminds me of the scenes which used to 
take place at Careysville in the old times, before the late honoured proprietor 
had withdrawn the general leave which then existed. , 

The banks of the river at Careysville used to present at those times a very 
mixed study of human nature : there you would see a group of officers from the 
| garrison at Fermoy, discussing with one of the professionals the latest develop- 
ment of Farlow’s or Bowness’s skill. ‘A tawdry Viscount,” lying on the bank 
at the other side, would be recounting to another military contingent marvellous 
feats of angling done in former years. The streams would be dotted here and. 
there with fishers, some perhaps noble, some plebeian, for the privilege of fishing 
was denied to no one, and the days reserved by the owner for his friends and 
himself were not many. : 

In the early months the professionals nearly always worked with,the ‘colly” 
(Anglice, the loach, I believe), and it used to be said that it took a cleyer man 
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one year to learn to tie it on the large single hook, and two years to learn to fish it. 
This hook used to be tied to a line of triple-twisted gut about three yards long 
(swivelled), on which would be about 20 swan shot and it was to the due regu- 
lation of these, according to the depth and swiftness of cach stream, that so much 
depended. When a fish was hooked it was a point of honour with the colly 
fisher that he should not give a yard of line. With an ash rod more like a 
young tree, and with a line, such as I have described, coarse enough and strong 
enough to hold a bull, it became a case of “pull devil, pull baker.” 

Many a time I have been standing by Williams, or O’Brien, or Shaun Ruagh 
at the moment when he had stuck into a fish of some 12lb. or so. As he yelled 
“in him,” he would bear on the fish with such violence that he would bring him 
to the surface from some cavernous depth on the first instant, and very rarely 
would he be let go out of sight till he was gaffed. 

At Careysville there used to be some wonderful salmon-tackle belonging to 
former Careys. In those days there was no close time, and the winter flies were 
of the most exaggerated pike-fly nature ; yet they used to kill fish in the high 
water prevailing at that season. 

At the time I speak of, Mr. Carey’s neighbour, Mr. Grant, of Kilmurry, was 
equally generous in giving leave to anglers to fish in that now much-sought- 
after fishery. I often have seen, in the famous Glen stream, some dozen or so of 
Fermoy men colly-fishing on a cold March day. In order to cover more fish, 
most of them would strip, and, attired in a pair of old boots, a hat, and old 
jacket, would spend perhaps the whole day in and out of the stream. YetI never 
heard of anyone being much the worse for it. 

Wading trousers came into general use soon after—in fact, when the Fermoy 
Railway was opened ; and the Blackwater fish were thus brought within reach 
of London, and prices rose—many of these professionals who had leave to fish 
in private waters, would earn £100 in a season quite easily. 


“The trout and the salmon, sure, they played at backgammon 
In the pleasant waters of Castle Hyde.” 


So runs the legend ; but, nevertheless, the river above Fermoy is not remarkably 
good till you pass Castle Hyde, and get into the streams about Ballyhooley. 
Here, at Convamore, there are some splendid streams where, more especially in 
the early summer, wonders are often done with the peal. Almost every stream 
nowadays has its price, and, except at Carrig, near Mallow, almost every pro- 
prietor has fallen in with the fashion of letting his fishing. I don’t know of 
any good station being open to the public in this part of the river ; but below 
Fermoy, in the long reach from Mountrivers at Careysville, there is still, I 
believe, free fishing, and good sport I have had in it, trolling with a very long 
line towards dusk in March and April ; and in June and J uly, when the peal are 
up in plenty, there are always fish to be got. 

_Ballyderound stream, below this reach, belongs in part to the owner of Careys- 
ville, and in part to the tenant until his lease is up. This is by no means a bad 
stream in the spring, early or late in the day, using a fly a size or two larger 


than is going in other places in the river. I think it is not difficult to get leave 
to fish this still. 


Worm-fishing used to be very deadly, 
hand in one of the strong Blackwater 
angling mystery lies before them still. But on the Blackwater the deadly bait is 
the prawn. Ido not know how much it isused in these days ; but I have seen 
aman kill nine salmon in one stream at Careysville, fishing with it in clear 
water. Iknew a man who killed more salmon for a new-comer than anyone, 
one spring. When he was leaving he told me his mystery—viz., that he had 
dace sent him from England, and I believe this was the first appearance of this 
bait on the river. Anyhow, if this meets the eye of a Blackwater native or 
lessee, he cannot do better than use dace for spinning when the water is high 
Suhaere this ensuing spring ; but by this time, I suppose, everything has been 

ried. 

Never shall I forget one great day at Careysville ; it was veritably “the sea 
and ali that in them is”! In the dusk of a day early in April, a high south 
wind had given five fishers work from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.—they were dividing the 
spoil—27 grand fish. Where in the world is there such a river? I can well 
understand the natives on its banks seeing in it the representation of a_be- 
nignant Deity, and offering to it sacrifices worthy of its beneficence. For when 
the trout and the salmon are at rest, are there not the flocks of wild ducks that 
steer up the river on autumn and winter nights, with the widgeon and the teal, 
the shoveller and the tern? As to the trout on the river, there is a great deal 
to be said, though few understand their ways and when to look for them. 
Perhaps a note or two about the trout in the Bride, Araglin Funcheon, and 
Awbeg might be of use to you another time. PALMER GREY. 


and let those who sneer at it try their 
streams, and they will admit that an 
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“THE LOOKER-ON.” 
By T. E. Priv. 


WELL, Mr, Editor, I am looking-on. I had a good laugh at Mr. 
Cadman’s fancy picture, and can lay my hand on my heart and truly 
say I had no idea I was a “ coot-cooter” until he publicly challenged 
me with it. His word cannot fora moment be doubted, inasmuch 
as he appeals to us “on his veracity as an angler,” and we all know 
what a solemn thing that is, though the late Josh Billings did say, 
; The man that can swop horses or ketch fish, and not lie about ’em, 
is just as pious as any man ever got to be in this world.” 

But we are not going to fight, and those of you who are standing around in 
expectation of a shindy, in the hope of seeing two paper tigers go it like the 
Yankee combatants, who “ fit, and fit, and fit,” until there was nothing left of 
moet eh Some trousers buttons and a set of false teeth, must wait a little 

ger. 

The day to which Mr. Cadman refers—it was Easter Tuesday, 1885—afforded 
an illustration of a fact which may be worth recording for the benefit of anglers 
in general. It was at Kilnsey ; there was a very heayy fly-water coming down 
the Wharfe, and half a gale from the east swept across the valley. Seeing the 
state of affairs, I armed myself with a double-handed 14ft. Forrest (not quite ‘a 
staff of 16ft.”), and making my way to the river on the Kilnsey side, found it 
impossible to make a cast in the teeth of the wind. The water was so heavy that 
crossing the river by wading was a risky business, though eventually I did it ; 
but my faithful attendant “with the knob on his tail ” (he will talk to you him- 
self about it in due time, ©.), was swept away round a bend 
out of sight, and ultimately landed more than a quarter of a mile 
lower down. With the wind at my back, and using such a powerful rod, 
it was easy to cover almost the whole width of the river, and though fish rose at 

ost every east, I could not for the life of me hook one. I was fishing ordi- 
nary Wharfe flies on hooks No, 0 and 1, and that the patterns were acceptable 





appends this note regarding the word: 


was proved by the freedom with which the fish rose ; still, misses were constant, 
and, as a rule, they are not, I fancy. By-and-by, it became necessary to think 
the business over, with a view to settling the cause of this hitch. Was it the 
speed of the river which deceived the fish, or me? Was it the speed of the 
river, combined with the lumpiness of the water produced by the strong wind ? 
Was it some peculiarity in the light and the partially-coloured water which led 
the'fish wrong as to the actual position of the fly ? Or was it that I was throwing 
a long line, and using a heavy rod with the pressure of a strong wind upon it, 
and so failed to strike at the right instant ? Or was it a combination of these and 
other reasons ? I never fully settled it in my own mind ; but, rigging up acast 
of similar flies—Waterhen Bloa, Dark Snipe, Orange Partridge, and Woodcock 
and Orange—two sizes larger than my first cast, I set to work again, and then 
the fun began. With the larger flies I rarely missed a fish, and at the end of 
the day my basket of twenty-four fish was more than double (I believe, but I 
speak from memory) that of any of the cracks who had been out and had stuck 
to small flies all day. Ordinarily, of course, Wharfe trout would not look at 
such cock sparrow flies as those which the fish took on this particular occasion ; 
but, under similar conditions, anglers may find it useful to dress a cast of 
larger ones. 

There was very little —if I may be permitted to say so—in last week's 
“F, G.” for a “ Looker-on” to seize upon with a view to a row or a quiet dis- 
cussion ;so while I endeavour to find something, let me tell you an authentic 
little story. One drenching day a short time ago an enthusiastic grayling-fisher 
had been hard at work with his worm all day, and had taken not a solitary fin. 
He was just thinking of giving it up in despair when he fastened in a IIb. gray- 
ling, and at that moment a chum came up on the bank of the stream and entered 
into conversation with him. ‘Done much?” ‘Sport wretched : this is the 
first L have touched to-day.” The grayling was duly landed ; the angler took 
him off the hook, and then stripped the worm off,his hook preparatory to rebait- 
ing ; and then—then he put the remnant of the worm carefully in his basket and 
pitched the fish abstractedly into the river. When his companion had finished 
laughing, the angler turned round with an awe-stricken face, as a thought seemed 
to burst upon him, and said, ‘‘ Now, I say, don’t, for goodness sake, go and let 
Pritt know about this.” And, of course, “on his veracity as an angler,” his 
friend said he would not. 

Ha ! Here is something to suggest a few words from a “TI oker-on.” I have 
had on my mind for some time the desirability of inducing . \akers of wading 
stockings to effect a very trifling alteration intheshape of the’s goods which 
would greatly add to their usefulness and the comfort of anglers, without adding 
to the cost of the article. Here is the advertisement of Messrs. Anderson, 
Anderson, and Anderson, with a print of a wading-brogue and stocking. The 
shape of the leg is similar, apparently, to that of all other 
waders. Look at it: you will see that the top of the stocking is 
of equal height all round. Those makers who vary it at all usually put the 
highest part of the stocking on the inside of the leg, where it serves no good 
purpose so far as I have been able to make out. What I should like to suggest 
to the makers of these things is that they should make them 3in. higher at the 
back of the leg than at the front. Every angler who has waded a rough river 
knows that the cold trickle, which is the first indication of disaster, usually sets 
in at the back of one’s legs, and it comes about in this way. You are wading 
in, say, 23ft. of water in a strong stream ; there is a grand fish rising under the 
far bank if you could only reach him. To do so you must step another foot 
further in, and go a trifle deeper ; this you do on the tips of your brogues, and 
the moment you hook your fish you forget all about the situation, and come 
down on your heels. Jf the stream were currentless it would not matter, but 
the pressure of the water raises its level two or three inches against the back of 
your legs, and over it goes. Many an angler has experienced this after looking 
at the top of his waders in front and at the side to see if there was room for 
another inch, and has forgotten the effect of the pressure until it was too late— 
the pressure being correspondingly increased if he finds it necessary to walk up 
stream in any depth of water. Some of us in these parts have recently been 
getting our waders specially made for us, in a shape designed as far as possible 
to obviate the chances of getting wet in this way. This is all we have had done, 
and we find it answer well. The front top of the stocking is made the same 
height as usual, and from that height it gradually rises until it is 3in. higher at 
the back than at the front. Thus the angler sees the lowest part of his protec- 
tion, and if he is careful to allow any reasonable margin there, it is only by the 
rarest chance that any water will find its way over behind. These stockings 
should be made pretty stiff in the rim. 

“What isa bloa?” This question has been addressed to me, “in another 
place,” times without number, and as very few anglers seem to know its deriva- 
tion and meaning, perhaps it may be profitable, in the absence of anything more 
entertaining, to inquire what its signification is. “ Bloa,” then, is a corruption 
of “blea,” which in its turn is a contraction of “bleak” : it is commonly applied 
to those aquatic flies which hatch out mainly on cold, cheerless days in spring. 
In some parts of the North “blea” is in common use instead of “ bloa,” and old 
Bob Ramsbottom, though adopting the local pronunciation and spelling of 
“‘ bloa,” once expressed himself to me, when I questioned him as to the meaning 
of the word, to the effect that “blea” was the proper form of it. He further 
added that it meant dull (in colour) or cold. 

Turning to Chambers’ ‘‘ Etymological Dictionary ” (1885), I find ‘* Bleak—adj. 
Colourless : dull and cheerless ; cold.” Bleak is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
blac, pale. Now, the feathers which are known in the North as bloas are 
decidedly colourless as regards any distinct or defined tint. We are ac- 
customed to describe many of them as “pale smoke colour,” or bluish- 
grey, or “pale slate,” and so on. The feather indicated by Theakston 
as_a “snipe bloa feather from under the wing,” is emphatically pale 
and colourless ; and bleak, in its original form and meaning, would 
accurately describe it, The word “cold,” as everyone knows, is frequently 
applied to denote tone in colour as opposed toa warm shade. A cold, colourless 
sky is common enough in early spring on just such days as those on which the 
colourless-winged bloa flies hatch out, and the original Anglo-Saxon word blec 
was no doubt applied equally to both, and represented anything of a cold, cheer- 
less nature. It is pretty well known that Jackson’s “ Practical Fly-Fisher ” was 
finished by Mr. 'T. H. Barker, of Hovingham, after Jackson’s death, and he 
ond “ Bloa, or blea, a North-Country word 
signifying the colour of the clouds ; blea seems generally significant of cold.” A 
“snipe bloa feather,” done into modern English, will, therefore, mean “a colour- 
less feather froma snipe,” and “colourless” it certainly is if a fair test be that 
half-a-dozen different anglers would probably call it half-a-dozen different 
shades. One of the meanings of the word “ colourless,” as given in the 
dictionary; named is “ transparent” ; and “ transparency ” is used in conjunction 
with “ bloa-ish,” by Theakston, on page 73 of his book. The only possible descrip- 
tion of the wings of the living insect being, I think, “a colourless transparency.” 

A friend of mine youches for the following “on his veracity as an angler.” 
He was fishing for pike on a lower length of the Wharfe. Being tired, he fell 
asleep on the bank of the river, leaving his bait (a roach), fixed in a flight of 
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triangles, lying in the grass at his side. By-and-by he was awoke by a squeal- 
ing in his left ear, in comparison with which a steam-whistle was a penny 


toy. Jumping up, he discovered he was well hooked in a fat 
pig, which, having had plenty of time to gorge the bait, had 
gorged it accordingly. My friend contemplated the situation with 


awe: the pig showed no sign ‘of affording him a run, but stood there 
gaping like unto a stuck porcine brother, and all the while kicking up as much 
row as a raw Militia regiment on a pay day. Under the circumstances, my 
friend thought it best to do a run himself, wishing neither to have a dead pig on 
his hands nor to encounter the wrath of his owner, whose immediate attendance 
the pig was deliberately trying to attract by making a din which could have 
been heard at any given spot within a radius of ten miles. Finally, my friend 
cut the line and “his lucky” at the same time, leaving the pig squealing. 
Eventually, he says, the owner found the animal, and was quite unable to make 
out what on earth had happened to it, though he found half a yard of line 
hanging from its front teeth ; and the more the neighbours pulled at it the 
more the pig squealed. At the end of the third day, my friend says, when a 
riot was impending among the villagers, who loudly demanded the blood of the 
pig, which had never ceased squealing from the moment of his bite, the pig 
was killed, and the cause stood revealed. Conscience stricken, my friend sent 
the owner—a poor man—half-a-sovereign as compensation for the loss of the 
pig, and agreed to take a side of bacon when it is ready. And now, he says, 
the pig-owner having found him out, threatens him with a County-Court action 
to recover the value of the pig. Iam not myself a student of the law and the 
profits, and don’t know whether an action will lie (it generally will) ; but I 
think my friend has at least a counter-claim for the loss of his tackle. In any 
similar disasters I would recommend anglers to remit conscience-money in the 
name of some dear friend, who can, if necessary, prove an alibi. And, apropos, 
let me wind up with this, which may, or may not, be new to you. 

Two fellows had an action in the County Court: the plaintiff had the merest 
shadow of a case ; but the judge immediately gave a verdict in his favour with 
costs. As he left the court a friend said to him, ‘“ Well, John, that’s the most 
extraordinary decision I ever heard. You had no case ; and even your own 
witnesses told against you. How did you do it?” “ Well,” replied the plaintiff, 
“T sent the judge a five pound note.” “What!” replied the other, ‘do you 
mean to tell me he is open to such a petty bribe?” ‘ Ah!” said the victor, 
“you mistake ; I sent it with the defendant's compliments.” 
_ Isaid the other week that I would not undertake to reply to anonymous letter- 
writers. I have, however, received a note, apparently from an educated man, 
signing himself “A Brother Angler,’ to whom I would say a few words. 
Honesty, ‘“‘ Brother Angler,” needs no concealment. Modesty may induce many 
an honest man to adopt a nom de plume in his writings ; but in your case there 
is no such excuse. Your note was not intended for publication, and there was 
therefore all the more reason why you should have had no fear of revealing your 
identity like aman. The value of such a person’s opinion is quite destroyed by 
such an omission. If you will send me your name and address I will com- 
municate frankly with you. 

Headingley, Leeds. 





NOTES. 


Izaak WattTon’s Clock fetched nearly £70 at the sale of property of the late 
Mr. Maas. It was stated that documentary evidence existed as to the 
authenticity of the clock, about which there was nothing remarkable except 
the inlaid initials “I. W.,” and the fact that it had belonged to Walton. Mr. Maas 
gave £25 for it, and the fact that it was for some time the property of one 
of the greatest singers who ever lived certainly gives it additional interest. Mr. 
Maas was an angler, and his angling books fetched very good prices. 
* * * * * 


Never was there a worse autumn for fishing ; no sooner did the water (we are 
speaking of the Thames) get exactly right, both as to colour and height, when 
weather of the vilest set in and upset every angler’s calculations. Surely, 
before Christmas we shall have a few of those bright, clear days following 
frosty nights, which will make up, in some goodly bags of jack and perch, for 
the many miserable and sportless days we have spent on the river lately. What 
is more pleasant than a day’s paternostering when there is no wind to nip the 
fingers or entangle the line, the sun shines brightly, warming one through and 
through, and from out every eddy* and lay-bye comes, kicking and struggling, 
one or more thumping perch ? 

ES * 2 ® 2 

There is much more skill in working a paternoster than many anglers are 
aware of, and nowhere is more skill exhibited in the use of this particular 
form of tackle than on the Thames. When poor Bailey visited our great river 
he was curious to try the paternoster, which was a novelty to him; he, how- 
ever, came to the conclusion that Nottingham float-tackle was better, and 
states as much in his practical work on angling. Probably Bailey did not use 
the paternoster properly, and so met with poor success, or his opinion might 
have been different. The very best paternosterers are those anglers who have 
done a good deal of trolling with the dead gorge, and have thus acquired the 
art of swinging the bait out to the exact spot desired, and then, letting go their 
line suddenly, allowing it to go “slick” (we can’t use a more expressive word) 
into the water. Thames trollers—may their number ever grow less !—are 
most expert at sending their bait into the centres of small holes in the weeds 
and exploring the water beneath without getting caught up. In summer the 
paternoster for perch or jack is worked in exactly the same way ; and in 
winter, though great accuracy in casting is not so requisite, the sending of the 
lead into the water ina neat and workmanlike manner is an art well worthy 
the acquiring. 

* * * * * 

Perhaps the greatest secret about successful paternostering for perch is to 
maintain a steady hold of the rod while the lead is on the bottom. This is 
specially important where the fish are in a shy humour. Of course, there are 
times when, almost before the lead touches the bottom, the fish has the bait, 
and then it obviously does not matter how cautiously the rod is held; but, as 
a general rule, it decidedly pays to hold the rod very steady fora second or two. 
A trembling of the hand communicates a trembling to the line, which has a very 
bad effect, especially on the older, and therefore larger and more desirable, 
fish. With a six-inch perch itis different ; he cares for nothing, do what you 
like with the line, if he happens to be on the feed, and he gorges himself with 
your minnow, hook, and an inch of gut in a marvellously short space of time. 
Most anglers must have noticed how the bites from both perch and barbel 
seem more frequent when the rod is laid down on the side of the punt. When 
the fish have been well on the feed, but have ceased biting for a minute or 
two, the well-known plan of raising the paternoster off the ground about a foot 
and dropping it again, causing the baits to dart about im the water, often has a 
good effect ; but when perch are at all shy and not well on the feed, to lay out 


the paternoster and leave it quite quiet for five or ten minutes is generally 
more successful than moving it about. 
* % ) ® 

It often happens that a shoal of perch get scared by the approach of the 
punt, and will not feed for the first ten minutes or so ; and during these ten 
minutes the paternoster and float-tackle, if any is used, cannot be left too 
quiet. When perch are biting very badly indeed, float-tackle—not a huge 
cork, but a swan quill being used—will often catch fish when the paternoster 
fails. The reason is easily explained. The perch, on taking hold of the 
minnow on the paternoster tackle, if they attempt to swim off with it in- 
stead of swallowing it at once, feel the resistance from the tight line between 
the lead and the rod, and at once leave go; but, on the other hand, if they 
take the minnow, which is suspended in the water by a float, the resistance 
offered by the swan’s quill is so slight as to be imperceptible, and the minnow 
is as often as not partly swallowed. 

5 se & % 

We were much inclined to advise our correspondents who recently asked for 
the name of a good angling station on the Ouse to go to Holywell Ferry, a 
place which is situated about two miles from Swavesey, the next railway- 
station beyond Cambridge. We were, however, deterred from this, having 
heard some reports—rather vague, certainly—thata local fisherman has, within 
the last year or two, been netting the water extensively, and spoilt the jack- 
fishing. We have not fished recently in that part of the Ouse ; but afew years 
back we had some capital winter jack-fishing there. Both above and below 
Holywell were some deep holes containing hundreds of fine fish, and the netting 
must have been great indeed if it has ruined such a prolific fishery. A 
number of our readers doubtless fish the Ouse below St. Ive’s, and we should 
be very glad to have some definite information concerning the present state of 
the river. 

% ae a * 

One great charm in fishing the Ouse is that (on most summer days some 
excellent mixed bags canbe made by the fly-fisher, for roach there take the fly 
exceedingly well. A number of these, with half a dozen or so fine chub, a 
sprinkling of dace, and, rarely, one or two perch, go to make up a very decent 
and not unusual basket of fish from that river. We are now so far from the 
fly-fishing season that a description of the flies is hardly necessary. Suffice it 
then to say that the Ouse roach are not very particular, and have not yet 
been educated up to split wings and dry-flies. With a Palmer, black or red, 
they will be satisfied, and if it be only tipped with a gentle, so much the 
better. A coachman is a first-rate fly for the purpose, and both chub and 
dace rise well to it. It should be borne in mind that roach are somewhat 
stately in their movements, and sometimes wreath the water a second before 
they seize the fly ; hence the striking can easily be too quick. 

* * * * 


Mr. Geen, President of the London “ Anglers’ Association,” has just done a 
capital bit of business for the Association—he has secured, from Squire Phelps, 
a twenty-one years’ lease at a nominal rental of that portion of the river Stort 
from the first towing-path gate above Mead Lodge to the bridge crossing the 
navigation cut in Hunsdon Mead. We are not surprised to hear that this 
announcement “ was greeted with tremendous applause ” by a large meeting of 
delegates representing some thousands of London anglers. Mr. Geen alluded to 
the great help he had received in this matter from Mr. AMOR Mann. 

% % : 


The Association will stock and protect the Stort, and we venture to say it 

will afford some of the finest fishing near London, = 
* * * 

Mr, Willis-Bund, Chairman of the Severn Board of Conservators, should not 
miss our Kidderminster correspondent’s report this week. He will be glad to 
hear that so many salmon have got safely to the upper spawning grounds. 

se & te ES 


«“ Piscatorial Cat-o'-Nine-Tails ” is said to be the title of a work on angling 
which we are asked if we know. No. 
ae ae io * ® 

We observe with pleasure the favourable notice the Times of the 17th inst. 
gives of the article “Shooting” in the current volume of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, by our occasional contributor, Mr. J. D. Dougall. 

* * * 


Mr. Patrick Proctor Alexander, a well-known man of letters, and one of the 
most enthusiastic of Loch Leven anglers, died at the residence of his sister at 
Edinburgh on Sunday last. 

* % s % % 

The Editor of the San Francisco Breeder and Sportsman copied Mr. BH. M. 
Tod’s description of his method of carrying the landing-net, and thinks very 
highly of the idea. The editor of the Breeder and Sportsman (what a refresh- 
ing name !) is evidently a good angler, and often copies articles from our 
columns, Mr. Tod’s essay on “ Wet Fly-Fishing ” for instance. 


PE SET SELES SEE ERE 





TO MY OLD ROD. 


Another season gone ! so witha sigh, 
My old and trusty friend, I lay thee by, 
And say farewell ! 
But not for aye, for in a little while, : 
When spring returns to greet us with a smile, 
We'll have a spell. 


They say thou’rt wanting polish, old and rough : 
But what of that? Thy heart is sound and tough, 
Though years have passed. 
Unvarnished virtues still upon thee shine, 
And deftly still thou'lt fling the taper line ; 
Aye ! to the last. 


For we have known the shadow and the gleam 
Of fickle fortune by our favourite stream 

For long together ; : 
Tho’ modern arts would lure me from thy side, 
Yet my old love for thee will e’er abide 

In foulest weather. 


Unlike some worldly friendships I have seen, 

Unbroken friendship thine has ever been. 
May luck attend, 

And pleasures wait in all our angling hours, 

For many a gallant prize shall yet be ours— 
E’en to the end ! 
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H. R. FRANCIS, Esq., M.A. 


THE veteran Fly-fisher whose portrait we present to our readers was 
born on the 11th of July, 1811, and, by a curious coine dence, all 
the important events of his life have occurred on the 11th of some 
month. He was, we are told, a precocious child, learning so quickly 
and easily as almost to illustrate Dogberry’s view that “ reading and 
writing come by nature.” During his earlier schooldays his holi- 
days were passed either in London or in his father’s shooting-box, 
near Bury St. Edmund’s, and his first angling experience was gained 
in Suffolk ponds. When he was about ten years old the family 
removed from Upper Berkeley-street to Ranelagh House, Fulham, 
then a quiet country residence, with finely-timbered, ornamental 
grounds, of which the larger portion has been lately added to those 
of the Hurlingham Club, They included a pretty piece of water, 
fed from the river by a slnice-way, and well-stored with tench, 
roach, and ee's, on which he doubtless practised largely. But his 
favourite fishing haunts were along the river bank and about Putney Bridge, 
where the roach-fishing was then good and barbel were not uncommon. Here, 
too, he got his first lessons in rowing, and formed an attachment to old Father 
Thames, which appears to have clung to him through life. 

He entered at St. John’s College, Cambridge, in October, 1829, and became a 
Foundation Scholar in due course. He started as a hard reader ; but in the 
spring of 1830 had an attack of scarlet fever, which threatened to entail serious 
consequences, and he was recommended by his medical adviser to live as much 
as possible in the open air—a precept which led to many judicious and, doubt- 
less, many injudicious forms of idleness. Long rambles far up the Cam and 
about the fens developed his angling propensities. In 1832 he joined a reading 
party in North Wales, when he read moderately and fished immoderately. In 
those days it was easy to make good baskets with the spinning minnow, and his 
success in that line was great; but he also 
learnt to recognise the superiors attractions 
of the fly, and obtained varied practice by 
lake and river. In 1833 he was startled by 
finding himself high in the first class of the 
Classical Tripos,and we have often heard him 
say that a success gained without due labour 
made him set to workin earnest. He worked 
very hard as a private tutor at St. John’s, 
and had many pupils distinguished in dif- 
ferent ways. 

If he had been in indifferent odour with 
the College authorities during a somewhat 
“fast” portion of his undergraduateship, he 
was generally popular among the Fellows 
when elected into their body some years 
later. His hard work as a “coach” did not 
prevent occasional sallies up the river ona 
“Saturday half-holiday,” and Magdalene men 
used to relate how once, for a trifling bet, 
he left the hospitalities of their Fellows’ 
table soon after dinner to ‘ kill a trout in 
the Cam” that evening. He walked out five 
miles (picking up rod and tackle en route), 
caught his fish in a few throws behind Shel- 
ford Mill, and reappeared at Magdalene in a 
few minutes over two hours. 

In the long vacations of 1833 and 1834 he 
revisited his favourite haunts in North Wales 
with a few pupils, and theugh his oppor- 
tunities for fly-fishing were now compara- 
tively few, he seems to have extended his 
acquaintance with the streams and “ Ilyns” 
of the principality. For twenty years after- 
wards he continued engaged in the work of 
education—first in a large proprietary school 
at Hull, which did not long survive his re- 
signation of the head-mastership, and after- 
wards as a private tutor at the beautiful 
village of Hurley on the Thames, near Mar- 
low. At the former place he became well- 
known on the waters of the Driffield Club, which we believe he still occasionally 
visits. At the latter he extended his early experiences of Thames angling, and 
was exceptionally successful in the capture of Thames trout. He was also 
mainly instrumental in establishing the Marlow Angling Association, under 
whose auspices the trout-fishing between Temple and Spade Oak was restored 
after being for a time almost extinct, and has continued to flourish ever since 
Its success was due, in the first place, to the liberal support of the late George 
Vansittart, Esq., afterwards Conservative Member for the Eastern Division of 
Berkshire, and of Colonel Williams, long M.P. for Marlow, father of the pre- 
sent Gen. Williams, of Temple House. Both these gentlemen placed their 
private rights of fishery at the disposal of the Association, which was thus 
enabled to apply an efficient check to the poaching then rampant. 

In his summer vacations Mr. Francis found time for a good deal of fly- 
fishing in various trouting districts of England—on the Teme and its tributaries, 
and in the neighbouring Herefordshire streams ; in Dorsetshire, on the Frome 
and elsewhere; on some of the Buckinghamshire rivers; in the Ribble and 
Hodder, and, we suspect, in more waters than he would himself find it easy to 
enumerate. He used frequently to obtain a couple of holidays in the spring 
when he never failed to bring home heavy baskets from the upper waters of 
the Itchen. He also made excursions into South Wales and along the Scotch 
border ; but his favourite reminiscences are of the beautiful neighbourhood of 
Ludlow, where, through the kindness of a dear friend and connexion—the Rev 
J. Burleigh James, well known as a connoisseur in works of art and successful 
collector of books and engravings—he enjoyed what we may describe, in a 
phrase of his own, as “extensive water privileges.” Indeed, he maintains that 
ay at Leintwardine or Downton Castle about the close of August, when the 
aaa: iva BS een and the grayling just coming on, is the very ideal of 

g. 


After the year 1850 he used to combine grouse-shooting with angling. an 
was led to explore scores of streams, lochs, af tarns in Perthshire a ee 
ness-shire. In Loch Treig (not in special repute as a trouting loch) he was 
Pee cularly successful. We have heard him say that on one occasion he basketed 
p.08¢ upon twe stone in a rough walk from end to end of the lake. Much of 








H. R. FRANCIS, Esq, M.A. 


(From an original Photograph by Mr, Mudford, of Tiverton.) 





his success as a fly-fisher in wild country was doubtless due to his being an in- 
defatigable pedestrian. Lightly built, long-limbed, and sinewy, though not 
muscular, he was fresh for an evening cast for trout after a stiff day’s grousing. 
He always refused to ride home, even from the most distant beat, objecting 
both to the slow pace of a pony along a mountain track and to the cramping 
of the limbs in the saddle after a wet walk over moor and brae. 

About the end of 1855 he resolved on a new career, and after a pleasant 
residence with his pupils in the old manor-house of Treganwy, near Conway, 
finally gave up tuition and came to the neighbourhood of London, bent on 
studying for the Bar, to which he had been formally called some ten years 
before. He opened his first law-book early in 1856, choosing the Chancery Bar 
as best suited to so late a beginner. He had for many years—indeed, from 
1834, when he first broke ground in the Times—been a frequent though irre- 
gular contributor to the periodical press, both on political and general topics. 
But his first contribution to the literature of angling appeared in the “ Cam- 
bridge Essays for 1856,” under the title of “The Fly-Fisher and his Library.” 
This essay, though rather flowery in style, seems to have been well received at 
the time ; but such successes are ephemeral, and in spite of some remarkable 
coincidences, we are bound to assume that it was unknown to the writer who 
recently contributed to the Edinburgh Review a clever paper with a similar 
title. The original essay reads like the work of a man whose head was busy 
with his new studies, while his heart was playing truant among hills and streams. 
However, he seems to have stuck to his work earnestly, though somewhat 
malgré, writing for the newspapers in the intervals of reading.equity and 
drafting conveyances. The measure of early success which rewarded his 
studies he considered wholly due to the judicious influence of his legal friend 
and instructor, Mr. F. O, Haynes, well known as a lecturer on equity, and a 
high authority on every department of Chancery procedure and real property 
law. 

In little more than two years he formed the bold scheme of shortening his 
legal probation by making a dash for practice at Sydney, where he landed on 
the 11th of August, 1858. On his voyage out he made his first contribution to 
a question in which he subsequently took an 
active part—that of the acclimatisation of 
British fish in Australasia. At the request 
of a leading New Zealand colonist, Colonel 
Russell, who was his fellow-passenger, he 
drew up a paper of suggestions with regard 
to the species to be introduced into the rivers 
and lakes of New Zealand, and the mode of 
transmitting ova and young fish. He informs 
us that the only fish he suggested as worth 
introducing besides the salmon, sea-trout, 
and brown trout, were the tench and perch. 
Some six years after these five British species 
(and, we believe, no others) were introduced 
into Tasmania, where not only the Salmonida, 
but the two still-water fish throve and multi- 
plied wonderfully. 

Mr. Francis’s life during his first two years 
at Sydney was a very busy and, at the same 
time, as he enthusiastically declares, a most 
delightful one, his mornings being given to 
work in Court or chambers, while every 
evening found him enjoying the varied hos- 
pitalities and social amusements which were 
freely offered to his choice. He had the 
good fortune to gain the friendship and con- 
fidence of the late John Fairfax, Esq., of the 
Sydney Morning Herald, and wrote largely in 
that influential journal. His contributions in 
prose and verse were, as we are informed, 
many and various, and on several occasions 
caused considerable sensation. It is, how- 
ever, only with his contributions to the 
literature of Australian angling that we have 
to do, and these commenced when a moye- 
ment took place, simultaneous with that 
which proved so successful in Tasmania, for 
peopling the rivers of the Australian con- 
tinent with British Salmonide. He con- 
tended strongly that the acclimatists of New 
South Wales and Victoria should content 
themselves with introducing the brown trout (Salmo fario), and leave the 
salmon and sea-trout to Tasmanian enterprise, pointing out that the rivers of 
continental Australia were not cold enough to promise success with the migra- 
tory species. In this contention he was supported by the higher authority of 
that eminent naturalist, the late William Sharpe Macleay, whose counsel happily 
prevailed. The brown trout found an appropriate habitat in sundry Australian 
streams, while the colder Tasmanian waters were stocked with the Salar and 
Trutta marina. The English perch, too, which Mr. Francis strongly recom- 
mended for acclimatisation, though the number and excellence of the native 
percide seem to us to have made its introduction almost superfluous, was bred 
with extraordinary success in some of the great artificial lakes of Victoria. 

From 1861 to 1870 Mr. Francis was actively engaged as judge, first of the 
Northern, and then of the South-Western District. Railways were then in 
their infancy, and his long circuits in the North performed on horseback, by 
any roads or no roads, tried his constitution severely, especially during two long 
periods of heavy rain, when the danger of crossing swollen rivers was super- 
added to frequent and long-continued drenching. But he much enjoyed an 
occasional day’s shooting or kangaroo hunting en route, and made acquaintance 
with the fish of the Namoi and Clarence rivers. His later circuits, in the South- 
Western District, were less physically laborious, being chiefly performed on 
wheels, and abridged by spells of railway and steamboat. But he encountered 
several seasons of drought, which, in the Riverine district especially, were 
attended with severe and long-continued heat. He probably presumed too far 
on his working energies, for we are told that, in addition to his judicial duties 
and various contributions to the Sydney press, he used to conduct the Sunday 
services at his different circuit towns (in order to give the clergymen an oppor- 
tunity for visiting the outlying portions of their extensive cures),and wouldalso 
give frequent lectures and dramatic readings after long daysin Court.” These 
things were not to be done with impunity in a hot climate, and a severe travelling 
accident, in which a buggy-wheel passed over his bare throat, can hardly have 





* During his travels in the South-West he laid the foundation-stones of two | 


much-needed churches at the remote towns of Deniliquin and Wentworth. 
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road, on Monday evening last, the president, Mr. P. Geen, in the chair. The minutes 
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improved the state of his nerves. 


leave. 


restored his powers. 
Derwent. 


of salmon. 
had the good fortune to take the first trout with the fly. 


After a year in Tasmania he took a run to England, his medical advisers still 
forbidding brain work. Twelve months in his native air so restored him that in 
1872 he returned to his judicial duties, and found that during his absence the 
Superannuation Act (under which he had been compelled to insure his official 

; This act of repudiation was 
palliated by some Government jobbery which had taken place under the repealed 
Act, but to us in England it seems unworthy of a thriving colony. However that 
may be, its effect on the subject of our memoir was that when, at the urgent 
request of his family, he finally returned to England in 1874, he returned a very 
«poor man, to whom work was still a necessity. This, however, he scarcely seems 
to regard as a hardship, feeling, no doubt, that the restored power of working is 


life for a promised pension) had been repealed | 


a countervailing blessing. 


In the intervals of graver occupation he has written, we believe, a good deal 

We know that shortly after his return home he contributed to 
the Field a series of articles on Australian field-sports, including various experi- 
More recently he has written two essays for the 
volumes of the ‘‘ Badminton Library” dedicated to fishing, and the readers of 


for the press. 
ences in sea and river-fishing. 


the FisHING GAZETTE have seen several articles from his pen. 


The circle of his old Cambridge friends has narrowed sadly during the last 
few years ; but he says the fly-fishers wear best, citing, as examples, the Rev. 
J. Chaloner (well-known at this day to frequenters of Loch Awe) and the late 
Rey. Joseph Jekyll, long rector of Hawkridge and Withypool, on the Barle, 
who, though more than ten years his senior when they were fellow-students at 
St. John’s, continued, up to recent date, to be “bad to beat” on a Devonshire 


stream. 


Mr. Francis is happier than several of his immediate ancestors in having two 


sons—both, by the way, successful fly-fishers—and five grandsons to bear his 


name after him. His father was the only son of Sir Philip Francis, of Junian 


and political celebrity, who was likewise the only son of Dr. Francis, the 
translator of ‘‘ Horace,” who was himself an only son. ‘This series approaches 
—it could hardly be expected to emulate—the record of another Irish family 
in which ‘it was hereditary to have no children.” 

It may interest American readers of our GAZETTE (some of whom have re- 
ceived Mr. Francis’s contributions with special favour) to know that the elder 
branch of his house have been citizens—and not undistinguished ones—of the 
Great Republic. Colonel Francis, long a senator (for Rhode Island, if our 
memory does net mislead us), was always recognised by his far-off Hnglish 
cousins as the head of the family. 

[All who have the pleasure of knowing him must respect and esteem Mr. 
Francis ; it is indeed a pleasure to hear him recount some stories from his more 


than half a century of piscatorial adventures ; long may he live to tell them !— 
Ep. ] i 





CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed, “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CuuB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. ] 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT. 
The monthly delegates’ meeting took place at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell- 





of the delegates’ meeting of Oct. 18 were ordered to be passed. Mr. Green, of the 
Engine House, Ware, has been accepted by the Lea Conservancy as a local bailiff. 
The secretary stated he had received from the Central Association £6 11s. 10d., 
their proportion of the amount due for the water rented by the Fisheries Society. 
This, with our amount (£20), making £26 11s. 10d., will be forwarded to the Grand 
Junction Canal Co. Mr. Manning stated he had patrolled the river Lea on Oct. 31st, 
and during his experience he had never seen so many anglers out. He went from 
Broxbourne to Ware; most all had taken fish, one gentleman about 201b. of hand- 
some roach. He was loud in his praise of the courteous treatment the bailifis now 
receive—so very different to what it used to be in years gone by, saying that every- 
one who was requested to show their fish did so with a great deal of pleasure. Mr. 
Murphy had taken the same stretch of water on Noy. 7th ; reported very few anglers 
fishing, but thoroughly endorsed every word of the previous speaker as to the kind- 
ness extended to the bailiffs. A committeeman was required to fill the place of Mr. 
Page resigned, and Mr. Matthews, of the Prince of Wales, was elected. Mr. 
Court was appointed visiting officer of the South London District. Mr. 
Norman, of the Hoxton Brothers, honorary bailiff for the river Lea. 
Mr. Murphy brought on his motion, of which previous notice had been given, 
“That the preservation and renting of waters be left in the hands of a com- 
mittee specially appointed for this purpose.” He said the large amount of work 
the Association had in hand, which was increasing every week, and still likely 
to increase, necessitated the step he now proposed. This was seconded by the 
vice-president, Mr. Beckett, and supported by Mr. Manning, and eventually re- 
solved “That a committee be elected to be called the Preservation Committee, 
who shall be responsible for the rental and proper preservation of all waters 
under the control of our Association, and make a written report of their work 
during each month.” Resolved “That the committee consist of nine members, 
and the nomination and election of the same be postponed until the next 
monthly meeting.” An application was received from the Maidenhead, Cook- 
ham, and Bray Association, asking for three guineas subscription towards the 
good work they had in hand. In reply to a question, the President stated this 
Association expends 93 per cent. of its income in preservation, and only 7 per 
cent.in expenses. It was unanimously resolved to send them the amount applied 
for. A letter was read from the Maidstone Angling Association asking for a 
subscription. The secretary, Mr. Ghurney, was instructed to write for further informa- 
tion. The President had very gratifying news with regard to theriver Stort. He has 
actually in his possession a lease from Squire Phelips generously transferring his 
rights of fishing to the Anglers’ Association for the term of 21 years at a nominal 
rental. The stretch of water is “from the first towing path gate above Mead Lodge 
to the bridge crossing the navigation in Hunsdon Mead.” This announcement was 
received with tremendous applause. The president is sanguine of success all along 
the Stort, and alluded to the very great kindness he had experienced from Deeds 


ed On returning to Sydney about the end of 
1870 his life was found in imminent danger from cerebral exhaustion, and 
change of climate, with absolute rest from all mental exertion, was strictly 
enjoined on him. The then Premier illegally, as it subsequently appeared by a 
decision of the Supreme Court, refused him any portion of salary when on sick 
He was in no condition to enforce his rights at law, but found a cheap 

and pleasant retreat in Tasmania, where rest and the genial climate gradually 
; His first attempt at writing was characteristic enough, 
being a vehement assertion of the fact (then disbelieved at Hobart Town by all 
but a few able pisciculturists) that Salmo salar was actually established in the 
He was in frequent communication with the Salmon Commissioners, 

and at their request explored that wild basaltic gorge, the “ Cataract,” on the 
Upper Derwent, to see if any blasting would be requisite to allow the passage 
He visited sundry tributaries of the Derwent, in three of which he 







Mann, Esq., who takes the deepest interest in this most important question, being 
himself an adept with the rod and ready to assist us in every way possible. The 
next welcome business was to enrol two new angling societies—namely, the St. 
George’s, held at the Prince of Wales, St. George’s-road, Camberwell (C, Howes, 
secretary ),and the British Queen, held at a house of the same name in Central-street, 
St. Luke’s (secretary, E. Brooks). It was unanimously resolyed to enrol both the 
societies. Oh the roll being called 48 clubs answered as under :—Anglers’ Pride, 
Bostonian, Bermondsey Brothers, Brompton, Burdett, Burnaby, British Queen, 
Bethnal Green United, City of London, Cavendish, Convivial, Clapton, Cobden, Duke 
of Norfolk, Dalston, Camden and Kentish Town, Edmonton and Tottenham, Good 
Intent, Globe, Gresham, Greenwich, Hoxton Brothers, Izaak Walton, North Eastern, 
Mildmay, Midlands, Phoenix, Prince of Wales, Princess of Wales, Prince Arthur, 
Rising Sun, Queen’s, Rodney, Richmond Piscatorials, South Hornsey, St. John’s, 
South Hackney, St. George’s, South London, Stepney, Sociable Brothers, United 
Brothers, Victoria, West Ham Brothers, Waltonians, Westbourne Park, Wellington, 
Waggoners.—H, J, TIBBATTS. 
WESTERN DISTRICT. 

A successful visit was paid to the Cobden Angling Club on Monday last. Upon the 
roll being called the following thirteen clubs responded :—Bostonians, Cambridge 
Friendly, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, Golden Barbel. Hammersmith Club, Prince of 
Wales, Prince Arthur, Queen’s, Royal George, Sun Dial, Westbourne Park, and Mid- 
land. The next visit will go to the Duke of Norfolk, Blenheim Arms, Blenheim- 
crescent, Notting-hill, on Wednesday next, Nov. 24.—J. JENNINGS. 

EASTERN DISTRICT VISITING LIST.—No. 2. , 

The next return visit on this Visiting List will take place at the Brothers Well- 
Met Angling Society on Thursday, Noy. 25, as there is to be an amalgamated visit 
from the Anglers’ and Central Associations; I hope to see a good number of clubs 
represented. The following visit will go to the City of London,—F, THORLING. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 10s. 6d. from 
the Prince of Wales Angling Society and 12s. from the Cobden Angling Society, the 
contents of their donation-boxes. Societies desirous of having their donation-boxes 
opened will please forward one week’s notice, and a member of the committee will 
attend for that purpose. The next meeting of the committee will take place on 


Friday, Noy. 26, at 8.30 p.m.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There was a good muster of the members of this society on Tuesday at the club- 
house, the George and Dragon, High-street. The chairman reported that he had 
made arrangements with John Spong, fisherman, of Twickenham, for the punts that 
they would require in their forthcoming match with the Hammersmith United on 
the 28th of this month and the 2nd of December. He had also informed Spong 
that the engagement was subject to the river being in a fit state for fishing ; if it 
should continue to rain and the water so thick that it would be useless to fish, the 
match would be postponed and so would also the engagement of the punts. He 
had asked Spong to let them know by the evening of the 23rd what state the water 
was in, so that they would know what to do. The members all expressed their 
satisfaction at these arrangements. The chairman said the next question was to 
hear from Mr. J. Hall where, when, and under what conditions he would like his 
handsome oil-painting—‘‘ A River Scene at Twickenham ”—fished for. Mr. Hall 
said he should like a pegged: down match in the Grand Junction Canal at Harefield, 
on the 5th and 9th of December; one rod, bottom-fishing ; the heaviest weight of 
fish to take the prize, Arrangements were then made, which all the members 
agreed to.—W. E. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS. ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in fish :—Messrs. Haynes, Robinson, jun., and 
Yedley. The sweepstakes pegged-down match for five prizes will take place on the 
5th December at the Forty Guinea water, to fish from 9,30 a.m. to4 p.m, Messrs. 
Arnoldand Harding will peg the swims.— J. WORLEDGE. 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The match for three prizes presented by Mr. G, Edwards will take place on the 21st 
inst. at Shepperton, all fish to weigh ; 8.18 from Clapham Junction. Takes on the 
14th inst., Mr. W. Excell, 111b., jack and roach; Mr. W. Burkett, nine roach, one 
going 1lb. 6oz.; Mr. G. Mumford, 41b. roach, Members are requested to attend 
next Tuesday to arrange other matches.- Gro. MUMFORD, sec. 

BURNABY PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

We have had fine shows of dace during the last two or three weeks, Messrs. T. 
Hands, G. Hands, OC. Hands, Jackson, Ansell, Marshall, &c., showing. On the 21st inst. 
we fish for three prizes at Kingston.—R. M. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Those members and friends that were absent from last week’s concert and prize 
distribution missed a treat, for, in addition to our own talent, we had Messrs, 
Bob Bland, Alberto, Cartwright, Allen, and Forman, of the Black Star Minstrels, in 
whose company a pleasant evening was spent. Mrs. J. Smith and Messrs. 
Donaldson, Temlett, Massey, jun., Fisher, and several other members sang during 
the evening, including a selection on the violin from the “ Cloches de Corneville,” by 
Mr. Baker, and a recitation by Mr. Loates. The prize winners for the last quarter 
were Messrs. H. Bryan, J. Smith, J. Murris, A. Wiggs, Massey, sen., Massey, jun., 
G. Ersser, W. Robbins, and 8. Bryan, to whom the various prizes were presented. 
Mr. H. Massey, sen., promised a prize for the largest perch caught on Boxing-day. 
The annual supper is fixed for Wednesday, the 24th inst, and towards which 
Messrs. Massey, sen., and G, Ersser contribute, Supper is ordered for 7.30 sharp. 
Our outing for the 14th ult. was postponed on account of the weather. The only 
members that ventured out were Messrs. H. Bryan and H. Massey, sen., but am 
sorry to write that they were not rewarded as they deserved. Ten of our members 
dropped into the St. Alban’s Brothers on Wednesday night, and found everyone enjoy- 
ing themselves. Twenty-four clubs were represented, including the Clapham Junction 
and the Anglers’ Pride. A general meeting is called for the 19th inst., to which all 
members are invited to attend.—_STEWART BRYAN. 

CASTILE PISCATORIALS. 

The following fish have been weighed-in since last report :—Mr. Leigenberg, three 
perch, 1lb. 50z. ; eight roach, 2lb. 30z, Mr. Roebuck, two jack, 6lb. 1loz. Mr, Mill- 
pourn, three jack, 6lb. 100z..—F. E. LONGLEY, hon. sec. 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly supper of this flourishing society took place at our headquarters 
last Monday evening, when over 30 members and friends sat down to a capital 
repast provided by our worthy host, Mr. John Pratt. Mr. C. Rimer officiated as 
chairman, and Mr. G. Jones occupied the vice-chair. After the cloth was drawn, 
the chairman gave the toast of the evening, “Success to the Crown and Buckland 
United,” which was received with enthusiasm, coupled with the name of our secre- 
tary, Mr. Burwash, who read the report of the last half-year, which was considered 
yery satisfactory. The following gentlemen contributed to some first-rate harmony, 
accompanied by Mr. G. Hampstead :—Messrs. Wallington, Burwash, Peacock, Ray, 
Briggs, Hunt, Caddell, Ingram, Neall, Jardine, Moore (a reading), Plesent, Pratt, 
Hone, Rimer, Richards, Penn, Norris, Bowley, and Attridge. The other toasts were 
“The Host and Hostess,” “ Visitore,” and ‘‘ Prize Donors,” which were duly responded 
to. The following kindly promised prizes for the ensuing half-year :—Mr. Rimer, 
Mr. Bowley, Mr. Caddell (of the Bagnigge Wells), Mr. Hampstead, Mr. Hunt, Mr. 
Hofman, Mr. Briggs, Mr. Nunn, Mr. Funnell, Mrs, Pratt, Mrs. Peacock, Master 
Pratt, Miss Pratt, and Mr. George; and one of the most pleasant evenings was 
prought to a close with “ Auld Lang Syne.” I am informed that the committeemen 
are requested to attend next Wednesday at 8 o’clock to arrange the above prizes, and 
other business—MENIAL. 

CLAPTON. ; 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Geo, Colls in the 
chair. The previous minutes were read, and general business transacted. I had 
two jack from the Copper Mill stream on Saturday last, spinning with “ a Phantom,” 
but the water was in so dreadful a state that it was very trying to find a fish at all. 
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Ido not think sport will be up to the mark in the general reports of your corre- 
spondents, Although we had a short muster, the weather being so very bad, we 
managed a very sociable evening ; the usual compliment was paid our chairman. It 
is with great regret I learn the decease of one of our friends and members, Mr. 
George Croxton, the indefatigable secretary to the Metropolitan Free Hospital, 
His loss will, Iam sure, be widely felt, as he was so well known and so highly 
respected by all who knew him. Individually, speaking with a knowledge of 15 
years, I with true sorrow say, I mourn another friend passed away.—HENRY Howse, 


hon, sec. 
DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 14th inst., but very few fish were taken. 
Mr, Pilgrim a few roach ; and Mr, Severn a small jack, weighing nearly 51b. Ihave 
to remind the members of our society, likewise members of other angling societies, 
that our return visit takes place on Wednesday next at 8.30 p.m., the 24th inst., 
when we should be glad of the attendance of as many members as can make it con- 
venient to attend.—H. PALMER, sec. pro tem. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 14th inst., in spite of the heavy water and the long odds against the 
angler offered by a certain river reporter, Messrs. De Perran, J. Green, A. Crow,and 
J. Trowbridge visited Father Thames, and succeeded in catching from the bank 
26lb. of nice roach. Among the roach taken by M. De Perran were two that turned 
the scale respectively at 11b, 10oz. and 11b. 6o0z, ; not bad fish, considering the state of 
the river. I did think of running down the West myself; but after reading the 
river reports “I got the knock,” especially when I read of the odds offered by a re- 
porter against the man that came fishing in his district—PIXIE. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street. Mr. Beevor was elected 
chairman, and there was a good attendance of members, The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and confirmed. The report of the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund 
was laid before the meeting, and a variety of routine business transacted. Mr. Taylor 
reported the progress made with the “Izaak Walton Fund,” expressing his regret 
that while the Fund was a success as regarded the amount raised, it was not so 
representative as he should have liked it to be. The usual vote of thanks to the 
chairman concluded the proceedings. Members are especially reminded that Mr. 
Oldham Chambers will read his paper on “ Fish Culture ” at the next meeting. Mr. 
Bentley will also exhibit his collection of microscopic objects. A good attendance 
is expected, and visitors will be cordially welcomed.—H. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had only two shows of fish up on the 14th—viz., Mr. G. Watling, a very nice 
sample of roach, 7lb, 100z., heaviest fish, 1lb. 540z, ; and Mr, Parrott, jack, 21b, 302, 
—dJ. A. FITCH, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 14th Mr. T, Haycox had a very handsome show of roach weighing 1531b., 
some over 1lb. each; Mr, A, Hattemore 341b. roach from the Lea. Members will 
oblige by their attendance on Thursday evening, Noy, 25th, to arrange the Christmas 
prizes.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. J. K. Charters had a tray of nice roach from the Lea on the 14th inst., which 
weighed 7lb. 100z. Mr. C. Hayward weighed-in 14lb. 40z. of roach on Wednesday, 
17th inst., and Mr. H, Butt had 81b. 10oz. on the same day. The members will please 
notice that for the three special prizes to be fished for on the 21st inst. in any part of 
the Thames, competitors may start on Saturday evening for these prizes. Members 
wishing to be present at the tripe supper on Wednesday next, 24th inst., will oblige 
by informing the secretary as early as possible. After the supper the distribution of 
special prizes will take place.—H. B. 

KINGFISHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The second monthly supper of the above society took place at the Bell, 21, Pall 
Mall, S.W., on Thursday, the 11th inst., which was very well attended. The 
chair was taken by Mr. J. C. Innes, the treasurer. The evening’s enjoyment was 
contributed to by the following gentlemen :—Messrs. Dove, W. H. Montgomery 
Soper, Sanders, P. Roberts, Weir, Tweedie, G. Woodman, Arthur Hamilton, G. F. 
Bruce, and Mr, Shakel.— GLASYDORLAN, 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 

We had a fairly good muster of members at the first meeting held at our new 
quarters, No, 2, Hatton Garden; but still the number was disappointing, and the 
lukewarmness and apathy characterising the anglers of this city is most discouraging. 
We wound up our competition season by a visit to the Vyrnwy on the 4th inst., going 
overnight, but unfortunately found the river in high flood, a heavy, rolling mass of 
clay water, and nothing could be done. Mr. W. Davies was lucky enough to secure, 
almost at the last moment, a splendidly-conditioned grayling of 11b. 50z., which he 
is having set up. Our annual dinner is fixed for Decémber 2nd, and I trust there 
will be a strong gathering of members and friends, and thus do honour to the asso- 
ciation and Mr, Hannam.—R, WOOLFALL, hon. sec, 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB, 

On the 14th inst. Messrs. Swain and H. and J. Underwood had roach from the 
Thames. Members and “friends are hereby informed that the thirty-ninth half- 
yearly supper of this society will take place on Thursday, the 25th inst., at Mr. 
Wetenhall’s, the Lord Southampton, Haverstock-hill. After the cloth is removed, 
we shall be pleased to see any of our friends who can make it convenient to visit us, 
—W. GREENWOOD, sec. 

ORIGINAL ALEXANDRA ANGLING CLUB. 

The next return visit of the No. 1 Eastern District Visiting List will be held at the 
above society’s house, Westminster Arms, Warner-place, Hackney-road, on Tuesday 
evening next, November 23rd.—_E. BROCKuTT, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good muster of the members last Tuesday evening, with regard to 
the match for the president’s cup. Mr. Stidolph brought in eight handsome roach 
from Wraysbury, weighing nearly 6lb., the largest being 11lb. Messrs. Gibbs and 
Hopkins weighed roach from the,Lea. The fourth series of prizes will be fished for 
on November 28th. An open match.—W. N. MATTHEWS, sec. 


PUTNEY UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club fished their fifth match of the season for a series 
of three prizes on Noy. 14th. Result :—J. Dunn, first; A. Whitby, second; CO. 
Herbert, third ; other members weighing in fish. J. H1u, hon. sec. 

ROYAL GHORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our first smoking concert in the new premises took place on the 16th inst., and 
must be pronounced in every way a grand success. Our room, which holds some 
fifty or sixty people comfortably, was packed to overflowing with not only 
quantity of visitors, but talent ranging from the comic song to the flute obbligato. 
Mr, Healey was voted in the chair, and Mr. J. Hewett the vice-chair, who com- 
menced the harmony, followed by Messrs. Healey, Sutton (Cambridge Friendly), 
Hughes, Settle, Reading, Gower, Bear, Bastie (Little Independent), G. Brewer, Allen 
(Cambridge Friendly), Chart, Hall, Carter, H. Hewett, Emery, Howgill, and Clark. 
A vote of thanks was then passed to the visitors, to which Mr, Allen (Cambridge 
Friendly) kindly responded.—S. A. HAWKINS. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 14th there were not many of the members of the above society out, owing 
to the heavy downpour of rain that prevailed during the week previous, and the re- 
marks made in the river reports by the various river reporters (“ they ought to know, 
youknow”’). But inspite ofall that, Mr. J. Smith visited the Lea and succeeded 
in getting 41b. of nice roach. Mr, I. Dayis tried “strangling worms” at Richmond 
from the bank, and managed to beat a host of “Thugs ” at rhe same game with four 
dace, going about 60z, Members and friends will be sorry to hear of the loss sustained by 
our worthy chairman (Mr. Richard Chantry) of his wife, who died on the 11th after 
a few days’ illness, much regretted by all that knew her, Ata meeting held on the 


17th it was finally decided that the prize list remain as it is for the present season, 
The monthly competition will take place at Windsor on the 28th, frem the Bridge 
to Surley Hall ; commence on the arrival of the first train from London, and fish till 
four o’clock. Notice has been received from Ye Olde Blackfriars, announcing that the 
S.D. visit of the A.A. will take place on the 24th. On visiting the St. Alban’s on 
the 17th, I was pleased to see a good number of the 8, L. United—22 out of a possible 
24 clubs was not bad, I beg to acknowledge the sum of 2s, 6d. from Mr. Summers, 
which will be added to our prize list for competition at Windsor on December 5th, 


—PIXIE, 
RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting on the 17th inst. was well attended by the members, Mr, 
Geen peing in the chair, and Mr, Gaunt in the vice-chair, Two gen- 
tlemen proposed last week were elected members. It was decided that the 
annual winter dinner be held on Jan. 12th, 1887, when an illuminated address is to 
be presented to Mr. A. J. Little, the late chairman, and a large assembly of members 
is expected. The next smoking concert will take place on the 15th prox, The 
chairman gave an interesting account of his efforts in re-stocking the river Lea with 
fish, a work in which he is actively engaged for the benefit of the anglers of North 
and Hast London, A pike competition for a five-shilling sweepstakes is being 
arranged ; the date and other conditions to be fixed next Wednesday at 7.30 by the 
intending competitors. Members wishing to join are requested to attend at that 
hour, or to communicate with the librarian, Richmond Piscatorial Society. <A case 
of very beautiful salmon flies of his own make was shown by Mr, H. W., Little, 
which excited general admiration. No one could fail to be struck by the lovely 
admixture of colours in these productions—some of them of the most gorgeous hues 
imaginable, and others of a delicate gossamer-like appearance. If Mr, Little is as 
successful in their use as he is in their manufacture,»there is one of us who will 
expect to receive a handsome salmon next season. * 

: SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

T should like to see a good muster of the “Trouts” on Tuesday next, as we can 
then settle together. Our outing will be on Wednesday, the 24th Novy., or Wednes- 
day, the Ist Dec. A sum of money will be voted out of the club funds to constitute 
a prize for this occasion. Mr. Cherry, sen., weighed-in roach from the Colne ; total, 
2lb. 1loz., one going 1lb. 540z, The quarterly audit was examined, passed, and 
adopted as correct. Will all loyal members of the “ Trouts” turn up next Tuesday, 
and keep up our renown, together with—CERASUS, sec. 


ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting of our members on the 12th“the half-yearly balance- 
sheet was read and accepted by the members with great satisfaction, as it showed 
the club to be in a very prosperous condition. On the 14th only two of our 
members weighed-in fish : Mr. Broad, roach, and Mr, C, Jeffreys, gudgeon,—JOHN 
BATTENSBY, sec. 

ST. GEORGE'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This new society, which has been in formation these last three weeks, was fairly 
started on Thursday last, Noy. llth, at the above house, the Prince of 
Wales, St. George’s-road, North Camberwell. It being a very wet night, a 
good muster was present. Fifteen gentlemen were entered on the books, and several 
others not being able to attend sent an apology, Mr. Luff being voted to the chair, 
and Mr, Ashton, sec. pro. tem. ‘The first on the agenda being the rules, the chairman 
then submitted a code of rules which he and Mr, Ferner had been kind enough to 
draw up for the members’ approval. After some little discussion these were ultimately 
carried with slight alteration. The chairman, ina very polite way, introduced the 
prize list, which was well responded to, and also by several of the Bermondsey 
Brothers who were present—namely, Messrs. Conn, Davison, Frost, Dodson, and Court, 
the prizes amounting in all to about £10—a very good start for a new club though 
not new to fishing. The next business was which Association the society should be 
enrolled on. Without any discussion it was unanimously agreed to be enrolled on 
the Anglers’ Association, and also on the South London United Visiting List. Great 
praise is due to Mr. Luff and Mr. Ferner for the way they have worked to form this 
society, which, from appearances, bids fair to be one of the best on the south side of 
the Thames, A vote of thanks to the chairman and visitors having been responded 
to, brought a pleasant evening toa close.—HXEMA, 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Three prizes will be competed for by members of the above on Wednesday, Nov. 
24th, in the Rye House water, and the stretch up to St. Margaret’s Bridge—two 
presented by Mr. A. Organ for the heaviest gross weight of jack, and 
the heaviest gross weight of any kind bar jack, and one by Mr. T. Harris 
for the heaviest specimen jack. Three prizes presented by Messrs. Goodwins, Parris, 
and Barnes will also be fished for at Great Marlow on Noy. 28 ; the heaviest gross 
weight of any kind of fish to take the prizes in rotation. All to start on the morn- 
ings of the competitions.—T. GRETTON. 


STOKE-ON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. ‘ 
On Saturday, the 13th inst., Mr. H. Evans, fishing on the society waters, hooked a 
very fine pike, which he succeeded in landing after fifteen minutes hard fighting, 
The fish, which is being preserved, measured 3ft. Gin, in length, and weighed 211b.— 


J. HOLLINS, hon, sec. 
WALTONIANS. 
Novy. 14, Mr. Phillips, roach, 211b. 120z.; Mr. Jukes, jack, 101b. 7oz. Some of our 
members have been well to the front lately, but have been too busy to report.—A, 


J. MARRIOTT. 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Mr. Bayley in the chair ; present, Messrs, 
Tickell, Brodie, Crisp, sen. and jun., Bayley, Piolaine, Crown, Hibble, Wood, Haines 
(D. B.), “ Pixie,” and several friends, The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed. The next return visit of the South London clubs will be to this 
society, and will take place on Dec, 9, when we hope to be favoured with the com- 
pany of as many brothers as can make it convenient to attend. Messrs. Brodie and 
Crisp hada splendid show of roach and jack from Tring. A vote of thanks to the 
chairman closed the meeting.—W. lL. GRIFFIN, sec. 


WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

Through the unpropitious state of the weather, our members were unable to com- 
pete for the prizes last week. One of our members out on Monday took a nice little 
tench, 23lb., from the Thames. One of the prizes will be fished for on Dec, 2nd 
and 5th, and the other on the 9th and 12th, Another prize was presented by Mr. 
Woolmore for the gross weight of jack on the 16th and 19th of Dec., gross weight 
not less than 101b. We regret to say our host and treasurer being ill, our usual har- 
mony did not follow our weekly meeting.—B. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday evening last, Mr. Evans presiding, 
when several questions under discussion were settled. To those who were not Ipre- 
sent it might be briefly mentioned that the special prize set apart by the club for 
another casting competition will be competed for on the 28th November, to which 
all members are eligible to enter. The place and time arranged is as before, at 
Monkey Island, to commence at 12 (noon), concluding with the usual dinner at Mr, 
Plummer’s, Island Hotel, timed for 5 o’clock. The secretary would be glad if those 
who intend to be present will give him their names at latest on the next night of 
meeting, Tuesday, 23rd Noy., as it is necessary to know then how many are to be 
provided for. On the 30th November a smoking concert has been arranged, when 
Mr. Evans will be in the chair, faced by Mr. Thomas, the present host of the Pelican, 
in the vice. Formal invitations will be sent to the neighbouring angling societies, 
but any angler will be welcomed, A most successful gathering is fully anticipated. 
Several fish have been registered since our last report, notably a specimen jack of 
12lb., caught by Mr. H. Hulbert, and one of 16lb. taken from the Thames by 
Mr. R. F, Lines. The latter fish is now in the hands of Mr, Cooper for preser- 
vation, 
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EASEMORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITGH. 
LONDON OFFICE—85, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c. 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 
(TWIST 
ALL. 


Rae 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. H 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes. 


PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION, 
The NATIVE GUANO COMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTEH Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &c., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29, New Bridge-st., Blackiriars, London, E.c. 


“There is no doubt Mr. S.’s goods are giving general satisfaction, for we have met many anglers 
who tell us so.’—FISHING GAZETTE, July 24, 1886, 


UPRIGHT SPLIT-WING TROUT & GRAYLING FLIES 


On Eyed-Hooks, 1s. 9d. doz, On Finest Drawn Gut, 1s. 6d. doz. Postage extra, 
* An excellent selection. . ... Mr. Shrubsole’s flies on gut are beauties,”—FISHING GAZETTE, 


April 10, 1886, rf 
THE “MARSTON” TAPER TROUT CASTS. 
8d. each; 7s. 6d. per doz. Postage extra. 


“The ‘Marston’ gut collars are excellent.”—FISHING GAZETTE, September 12, 1885, 


THE PIKE-FISHING SEASON. 


A SPECIALITY.—Mr. S. is offering a Four or Five-joint Greenheart Pike Rod, best finish, upright 
rings, partition bag, carriage paid to any part of United Kingdom, 10s, 6d. 


CHRYSTAL, ROUND, OR SNECK-BEND ROACH HOOKS. 


Mr. S. has decided to supply these far-famed Hooks at 1s. Dozen, postage free. 
strands of the finest drawn gut, and every hook tested. 


“We have used these hooks in taking bream up to 6lb., and heavy tench and eels, and never used 
better.” FISHING GAZETTE, July 24, "886. 


EDGAR S. SHRUBSOLE, 15, MILL STREET, MAIDSTONE, 


HARDY’S CELEBRATED GOLD MEDAL 


"~ BUILT C pa 
RODS. 


From 3 Guineas each. 


o ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 
Before cementing. ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. 


Awarded 25 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, sinee 
1881. QUR GREAT SUCCESS with these celebrated rods 


has started a host of imitators. BEWARE GF IMIT A- 
TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “‘ Hardy’s,” 


advertised by pretended manufacturers, but who are in truth only 
buyers and sellers of anything they can make into money. 


SIGNIFICANT FACT. We were awarded THE 
ONLY GOLD MEDAL for Trout. Rods, and £10 Prize for 


Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition, London, 1883. 

Hither single built, double built, or steel centre. The lightest, 
most powerful, and durable rods made. WE GUARANTEE 
that they will stand uninjured the most severe angling test that can 
be applied. Only Makers of the Special “Alnwick” Greenheart 
Salmon and Trout Rods, which may be had with our Patent Lock- 
Fast Joints and Improved Serrated Ferrules. The “ Hotspur” and 
the “Guinea” Trout Fly Rods, all Hand-made from the finest 
seasoned materials only. Salmon and Trout Flies from Stock or 
made to Order for all parts of the World. Gut Lines, Reels, Reel 
Lines, Fishing Baskets, Brogues, Waders, &c., all in our own Special 
Patterns, which cannot be supplied by any other house. 

end for Illustrated Catalogue for 1886, Post Free, 3 stamps. 


Hardy Bros.“=Alnwick, Northumberland 
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After cementing. 


COBWEB DRAWN GUT |FUOATING FLIES ON EYED - HOOKS, 


FLIES ON GUT (Mr. Tod’s Principle). 
‘Tam very much pleased with the flies ; they are just what 1 wanted,”—From FRANCIS FRANCIS, Esq. 
] §. Hall’s instruction, has carried this department of fly-tying) to 
special excellence.”’—H, CHOLMONDELBY-PENNELL, Hsq,, in the Badminton Library, 
“ I never saw anything more life-like or perfect.”—FRANOIS M. WALBRAN, Esq. 


G. HOLLAND, 96, Crane -street, Salisbury, Wilts. 


WITH UNBROKEN SKIN. 
“xamined by the microscope the gut is much 
rounder and moreperfect in structure than any I 
have seen, also smaller in diameter; some of the 
jengths are 8-1,000ths of aninch only. Its trans- 
Fores a is also very great, and there are seen no 


*“ Mr. Holland, under Mr, H. 


bres along the length, which isso common with 
e ordinary drawn gut. Please send two more 
hanks.”—J. HAWKSLEY, Hsq., London. 
P,.0.0. to be payable to Salisbury. 


W. BARTLEET & SONS 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


_,..TESTED FISH HOOKS. 

THE — ARGHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES. 
FISHING RODS AND TACKLE, &c., &. 

IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTORY: ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH (Wholesale Only). — 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 


American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & Trout Rods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES. 








IN SECTIONS OF 
EQUILATERAL TRIANGLES. 
THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE POWERFUL ACTION, AND 

3 COMBINATION. UNEQUALLED FOR DURABILITY. 
Particular attention is given to the Manufacture of these Rods, selected Canes 
only being worked up, and first-class skilled workmen employed. A waterproof 
cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be separated. Specially-prepared 

varnish is also used, which renders the rods absolutely waterproof. 
A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected 


by means of a NEW AND REGISTERED SHRRATED FERRULB, draw- 


ings of which are herewith given :— 


SECTIONS UNITED. 
PERFECT BALANCE, 
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(B) 

Fig. A shows the Serrated ferrule as fixed, before the silk bindings are put on, 
Fig. B shows the same ferrule with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the 
metal from cutting through the cane. 

With these unprecedented advantages the “MALLESON” are the very Best 
and Cheapest American Cane-Built Rods in the Market. They can be obtained 
from any Fishing Tackle Dealer in the United Kingdom, 





Lonpon Hovusr (Wholesale Only) : 


H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, EC. 


“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANCIS FRANCOIS, in “By Lake and River,” 


BROWNS IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Leaded or Unleaded, 


DOES NOT DOUBLE UP WHILE CASTING. 
Worre E.—BROWN’S PHANTOM MINNOWS.—Having heard of some excellent 
sport lately obtained in still running salmon pools and other waters, with one of 
these artificial minnows, I sent to Aberdeen for one, and have now received the following 
report of it :— I obtained permission, but the keeper accompanied me; and after getting 
three splendid autumn salmon, each one over 201b., the bait was ‘barred,’ for fear of my 
emptying the pool. I think the hooks should be a triflestouter.” The minnow in question 
somewhat represents a small salmon pink, and is four inches in length, tail hooks in- 
cluded.—G. M. K.«-Land and Water, August 2ist, 1886. 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROV#D Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on the spinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 
WwW 


BROWN, 36, George Street, ABERDEEN. 








GOOD PRINTING, 








STATIONERY, 
PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICHS, Xc., &c., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 
PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 
2, Grocers’ Hall Court, Poultry, London, E.C. 
Queen’s Quality, for Household Use and for the Weak and Aged, 
x ane Sportsman’s Quality, for Outdoor Use and for Travellers. 
FORIG teeayre peince MaNiT 
(Qiib |GRANPS ORANGE COGNAC. 
f- A fascinating Liqueur of high quality, made with choice Brandy. A 
Li OU L FH 4 5 z fine Appetiser. Pleasant with Aératea Waters. 
A Stomachic of extra superior quality, made of the finest old Cognac. 
Sold by all Wine Merchants, Hotels, &c. 
HEALTH EXHIBITION. | Manufacturers—T. GRANT & SONS, Maidstone. 
FLOATING FLIES AND HOW 
By F. M, HALFORD, Esq., 
“Detached Badger” of the FIELD.: 
only be had from G. HOLLAND, the only person 
in the Kinglom who ties RHAL Floaters on either 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 
MERRITT & HATCHER, 
GRANT'S MORELLA CHERRY BRANDY. 
GRANT'S GINGER COGNAC. 
Silver Medal, 
TO DRESS THEM. 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 





ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 
Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 





prey satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. Seaetped 
Without above Mark THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. OF 
ne 7% Gounie WNP SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. EXHIBITING, 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 
ne gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
d they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quita good for the chances of 1886. They are, in short, the 


“My experience of the Lines with fi 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, an 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. 
best lines I ever had.” 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ T have used the ImpRovVED ‘ACME’ LiNE lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAV® GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.’—May, 1885, ‘The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Cholmondeley-?eaneli’s New Patent ‘‘ Whiplash ” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us with and without 


Metal Centre. Price 210. and 8d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market, Price 1s.3d.and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. CATALOGUES POST FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods &Tackle,] POST FREE FOR S!X STAMPS. 


MANUFACTURED BY Tee 


REDPATH & CO. (‘OM ANGLER 
WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, : 
FORTHE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, @ 


Tweedside Works, KHLSO-ON-TWEED. 
Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. The Ludicrous Experiences of an Old Sportsman 


Specialities. Best Goods. after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS Eels, and Suckers. 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight, 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 2 it 


— Fema 
CALEDONIAN  HOTEL,|,_ : Aoi) em 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. POST FREE FOR SIX STAMPS OF THE 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is M AN AGER OF THE “FISHING G AZETTE ” 
t] 


especiaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING OROSS, and being 12, and 138, Fetter Lane, London 
dees sisi = See aed 2 mv ae penn a ’ ’ ’ e 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 


OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 
ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 1lo’clock. Table d’Hoéte R 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can zg 
eS 


arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
































day, ls. 6d. C 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and SE pe beaiataa tree nc tla aes sapere Aah Bee nese ee 
Smoking Hoonis, Private Sitting Rooms, from bs ver day. he business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported. 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken, T COOPERS COOP HE ent'CO. Rave ‘three grace of Black Tesi aa: 
P AR Bi ae: 6d., and at 8s. A penne, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
is year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
ESTABLISH IVE gp Seeder Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate favenes 

others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact 
ED TWO CE NTURIE S. among them there are sufficient varieties to ae Bee fies put 
~% they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
yak N D DE I I i? R respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO, after 
5 ceretal Hardie ee other Tea imported this season 
E p rom India and ina. ose who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
Manufacture cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
rs of every Descr iption of TH varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TRA. 
5 i = Wo Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
k . i K - RT, va Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, F.C. Branch 
a 2 g Prog DD page ER Ceres eee Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 

(BEST QUALITY ONLY), Ucag Holborn, W.0., London. — 





GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, Is. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOMED LANE, LONDON sRiDee, Ec, || COOPER COOPER & CO., 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 





IMPROVED SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 


recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 38511. 


FARLOW’S WEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX, 


Regd. No, 44533. 


FARLOW’S !MPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET, 
ery Light. 
NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE NOW READY, GRATIS. 
Telephone No. 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish, Surpassed by none in the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND: TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 


PATENT 'BICKERDYKE” ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886, 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 
SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &c. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES. 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 Putney. 
45 Fs Hammersmith, 
50 * Barnes. 

Add 55 r Kew. 
75 Ke Richmond, 
80 fn Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


” E 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much. 
For Timers of HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE. 


Morning, Afternoon, 
Saturday, November 20 seo ore 8.8 Sat a 8.50 
Sunday, 7 21 bos one 9.31 ao0 wee 10.8 
Monday, - 22 he Ane 10.42 ees ne 11.16 
Tuesday, oe 23 ist 11.47 Be aes 12.0 
Wednesday, +s 24 oat 12.14 was ad 12.38 
Thursday, os 25 aa Soc 1.2 ee Ade 1,26 
Friday, 5 26 set: ait 1,48 ees Rs 2.9 


as River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

As far as angling results are concerned they are only one remove from a perfect 
blank, and there appears to be the prospect of a complete cessation of angling, as 
even if the weather changes from its present depressed condition, it will take some 
time before the river properly recovers itself. When it does then will be the time 
for the jack and perch anglers to get on the warpath, and results must be of a 
favourable character. The reports from some of the principal fishing-stations are 
as follows :— 

TwICKENHAM,—* There is nothing worth reporting in this district in the fishing 
way. Wehavehad a rising water and rain all the week, or nearly so. One or two 
punts have been out off and on, but have caught nothing—perhaps one or two dace. 
John Bushnell, of Richmond, has done the best; in one day, ledgering, he got 
seventeen fish, roach and dace. The water is now onthe standstill; but very dirty, 
and would require a few days to make it fishable.” 

KinGston.—John Johnson, sen., writes :— There has been no fishing on account 
of the colour of the water—two days for one fish is about the result. The bank- 
fishers have got a few in the eddies ; that isallI can say. Wilkes has not been out 
all the week.” 

Hampton Court,—William Melbourne says :—‘‘ There has been no fishing this 
week as the water has been very high and thick, It will take a week’s fine weather 
before there will be any chance of fishing.” 

Sunpury.—tThe only report from this neighbourhood is of “ Edward Clarke, in 
two days and one half day, getting eighteen brace of perch.” 

CHERTSEY.—The report from this portion of the river from Shepperton to Staines 
is as follows :—“ There has been no fishing ; the water is still rising, and is very 
thick.” 

DeatH or DAviID HAckET?T.—The death on Saturday afternoon last of this well- 
known fisherman and boat-builder at Shepperton will be regretted by a large circle 
of anglers and rowing men, by whom he was greatly respected. He was a man of 
good business habits, and had secured a high reputation for his attentive and 
straightforward habits. He lost his wife about two years ago, and has left four 
children—three girls and one boy—to mourn his loss. He was a fisherman river 
keeper under the Thames Angling Preservation Society. 


UPPER THAMES. 


In consequence of heavy rain which, with little or no intermission, has fallen 
during the past fortnight, the Thames valley is again in its usual way, and is 
not at all esteemed en famille by the multitude of Thames anglers, The tributary 
Thame is pouring a push of mud-coloured fluid into the parent stream, The Kennet 
is doing its more than level best to follow suit, and the Hodden is tinting the lot up 
with a mahogany stain from the bogs of Bagshott. Leaves are being swept, driven 
by the wind, and falling into the water by tons, so a nice broth is doing its utmost 
to put to sea, and one quite subversive to the chances of catching fish therein. No 
report of any interest this past week. Thursday evening.—River gradually rising, and 
coming down like an avalanche of gruel. Little prospect of sport except for roachmen 
on literally the grass, or possibly a jack or so might be picked out of eddies or lay- 
byes with paternoster work. Wind, N.W. Dry at present.—MARLOW Buzz. 

Thames (Datchet). 

The water is going down beautifully, and is getting in good order. I have been 
getting some very good roach this week with the tail of the lob. My son Harry 
has been doing very well with the barbel and the roach this week. The water will 
be Al by Sunday, if fine—JAMES HOARE. 

Thames (Goring). 

I have nothing to report this week—no boats out. Thursday : Water now going 
down fast, and in good order for roach-fishing ; if fine weather, water will do for 
jack by the end of the week.—JOHN RusH. 

Thames (Twickenham). 

Joseph Dunn, Twickenham, on Monday caught four and a half dozen roach and 
dace ; Tuesday, eight dozen of roach and dace ; Wednesday, eleven dozen; and on 
the 14th, eight dozen of roach and dace, while fishing with Mr, 8, Storn, of Putney. 
—-R. C. B. 

Thames (Windsor). 

Sport during the past week has been of an extremely meagre description owing to 
a swollen, muddy river. A few barbel and large roach have been had with worms 
from bank, the force of water being too much for easy manipulation of boat or punt. 
I saw a very fine eel of 3}lb, which was had with others in Mrs, Graham Smith’s 
eel bucks at Maidenhead. A capital water is now coming down for the buck-fishing, 
though tons of this, in my opinion, delicious fish are annually lost to the public 
through the action of the Thames Conseryators in not allowing the water to be 
fished properly when eels are on their downward journey, and can only be taken at 
night in nets, traps, or baskets.—B, R, BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 

It still remains very mild ; in fact, [never recollect seeing so many winged insects 
as we have now at this period of the year. The trout ponds at the Manor Fishery 
are literally alive with rising fish during the middle of the day. I am one of those 
who hold the view that trout-fishing ought not to close until the lst of November, 
the fish being, as a rule, in splendid condition all through October, To compensate 
for this, February and March might be given up. The fish then are never in good 
condition. We have had an alternation of rain and fair weather ; but the waters 
remain in tolerable condition, It is, however, too warm for the pike to run freely. 


—THOMAS Forp. 
Conway (North Wales.) 


Salmon-fishing on the Conway, the best stream in North Wales, closed on the 15th. 
During the past few days fine sport has been experienced. Mr. Brandreth captured 
five fish, the heaviest weighing 30lb.; Colonel Grove four, two taken the same day 
weighing 22]b, and 201b. respectively ; Colonel Johnstone, one fish ; Major Treherne, 
one fish ; Mr. Jervis, one of 27lb. ; and Mr. Blackwell, one of 231b.—altogether the 
twenty-seven fish weighed 406lb. 

Chichester. 


A stormy wvek has been experienced, and but few anglers out. The Canal is 
somewhat clouded, and with the exception of eels nothing has been done. At Sel- 
ham the water, owing to the rain, is running like a mill race, and fish not feeding. 
From the Ouse, which is much discoloured and swollen, there is not any record. 
Taken altogether, this has been the worst week of a bad season. With clear, bright 
weather rodsters should be busy. This day the weather seems more settled, with 
eyery appearance of frost,—GEORGE F, SALTER. 

Dove and its Tributaries ' 

Very little indeed has been attempted to our knowledge on the above stream with 
the fly since our last. Mr. G. M. Taylor, fishing below Mayfield on Tuesday, took 
three and a half brace of trout, which had of course to be returned. The water and 
weather have been this week highly favourable for grayling-fishing ; but seeing that 
almost all the water hereabouts is strictly preserved, local anglers cannot follow 
their inclinations when fish are seen rising, and as club members and visitors gener- 
ally are entirely absent, the fishing is practically wasted. Mr. H. Goodhead, of Park- 
street, Derby, was very successful amongst the jack on Thursday last week. He 
took four fine fish, weighing in the aggregate, 45}1b. The largest, which is also said 
to be the heaviest pike caught in the waters of Derby or neighbourhood during 
the last 20 years, weighed 20!1b., measured 3ft. 3in. in length, and was 2lin. in girth. 
As its length and girth indicate, the fish was well fed and was in splendid condition, 
and we understand that it is to be preserved. The other three pike weighed 14Ib., 
6lb., and 51b. respectively. Three other Derby anglers who accompanied the above 
named caught one jack each F oSTER BROTHERS, Ashbourne, 
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Eden (Carlisle). : % 

The heavy flood on Sunday, the 7th inst., subsided very quickly, and by Thursday, 
the 11th, the river was fishable at, Warwick and Crosby. In the Warwick water Mr. 
Brooks and Dr. Foster each had a fish; Simon Bell one; and Mr. Stubbs one 19]b. 
At Crosby Mr. T. H. Hodgson landed three, Mr. Butler one, Mr. Phelps one, Colonel 
Sharp one 171b,, and Mr. Turner, jun.,one. The only other fish I have heard of was 
killed by Archdeacon Prescott in the Dean and Chapter’s water above Wetheral. 
The next day, Friday, was the days of the season. Nearly everyone who was out 
had more or less sport, In the Crosby water Mr, E. L. Hough had three weighing 
701b. ; Mr. W. Hough, two, 25 and 16lb.; Mr. T. H. Hodgson, one; Col, Sharp, two, 
20 and 22lb.; Mr. Darent, one; Mr. Hartley, two; and Mr. Turner, three, At 
Warwick Mr. Brooks and Dr, Foster landed five or six ; Simon Bell, four fish. At 
Armathwaite Mr, Whitmore killed four, At Eden Banks Mr. R. F. Hall, three, 
21,21,and 17lb.; and in the Association water near Carlisle Mr. Sayers.had two ; 
Mr, Reid, of Manchester, two, 16 and 201b.; Sergt.-Major Fox, one; Mr. Francis, 
one, 25lb.; T. Parkins, one ; and Mr. Davidson, one. The Archdeacon also had one ; 
and Mr. James Steel one of 18lb. On Saturday Mrs. Brooks killed two; Mr, T. H. 
Hodgson, one; Mr. Turner, one; Mr. Lamont’s gillie, one, 341b.; Mr, R. F. Hall, 
one, 22lb, ; and the Archdeacon two heavy fish. Great were the expectations of 
sport on Monday, the last day. Everything looked promising, and everyone who 
could possibly manage it was arranging to be in at the wind-up, But alas! for the 
poor angler’s disappointments. On Saturday night down came a deluge of rain, 
which raised and coloured the river on Sunday. However, it fined down rapidly, 
and towards evening began to look like business ; but soon after dark the rain came 
on again, and kept on till nearly midnight, and, excepting for an hour or two on 
Monday morning, the water was useless. The only lucky ones I have heard of on 
the last day were Mr. Hough and Mr..T, H. Hodgson, who landed two and four fish 
respectively. All rods and tackle are now laid by for three months.—SILVER-GREY, 

Ilfracombe. : 

Sea fishing.—Owing to the continuance of stormy weather, the herring fishing 
during the past week has not been so. satisfactory as the fishermen desired. The 
largest haul for the week was made in the Sea Lark, who landed, on Monday morn- 
ing, about 4,200 herrings. Other, boats secured from 500 to 2,500, besides some fine 
whiting and a few hake. On the morning of the 15th the 7hetis, W. Tucker, master, 
while driving for the dawning, parted the swing of his nets, and, owing to the 
darkness, fresh wind, and strong tide running, was unable to find them, although 
he cruised about for hours in the hopes of sighting them. There has been some 
fair sport with rod and line on the pier and jetty, many good baskets of tamlin 
having been caught, and Mr, Williams landed a splendid cod-fish, weighing about 
20lb. Weather unsettled—wind W.N.W.—E. CoMER. 

Lake District. 

Although the fish were somewhat slow in going on to the “ridds,” these are now 
covered with spawning fish. Owing to the high waters which have prevailed 
through summer and the spawning season, the ‘number of the fertile fish offers to be 
exceptionally large. Numbers of salmon and sea-fish trout are on the beds in Levens 
Park, as also upon the Waiste in the Kent. Numbers of good trout are upon the 
“ridds” of the higher reaches of the Mint and Sprint, and prospects are altogether 
good. In Underbarrow Beck there are traces of disease ; but this, as yet, has not 
shown itself in any other parts of the district, or only in one or two local cases,— 


* EPHEMERA, 
Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in first-rate order, and the run of water has cleared a lot of rubbish 
off, and the roach are well on the feed; there have been several nice takes the last 
few days.—WmM. COWELL, 

Leicester, 

Angling items of news of any value are just now very scarce, and but little 
alteration has taken place in the weather, which continues extremely changeable. 
Fishing is therefore anything but a pleasurable pastime, and even those anglers 
who are fond of chub-fishing would not face the cold winds and rain, Pike-fishing 
has been the only sport of late, and this has been pursued with moderate success. 
Several were killed from the canal, Live bait-fishing: Those anglers who have 
visited the waters at a distance from Leicester have returned in most instances with 
but a poor account of the sport. After raining heavily on Thursday morning, the 
weather became finer the latter part of the day. Waters bank full, and plenty of 
colour in them,—ALERT, : 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these streams have lowered and cleared since our last report; but fishing 
in them has been quiet. The grayling are biting well; but only small fish have 
been caught, The Pinsley is running clear ; but little done in it of late—GWYNNE, 


Lower Derwent (Derby). . 

Pike fishermen have been out in good numbers in this district during the past 
week ; but the sport has been trifling compared with that which fell to the lot of 
the anglers mentioned in my last report. Up to the present a decided preference has 
been given to the river rather than the canals, and the former has yielded more 
sport. Several rodsters have tried the canal in the neighbourhood of Chellaston ; 
but I have not heard of any catches of jack scaling over 4lb. this week. Some fine 
samples of roach haye been taken in the Derwent below Derby. Many of the “ warm 
weather ”’ fishermen have ceased operations for this year, and prefer the fireside 
rather than participate in the grand sport of pike-fishing. Above Derby nothing of 
note has been done. At Ambergate and Whatstandwell the favourite grayling 
swims have been tried,iand a few catches made. With a good sharp frost gray- 
ling fishing in this length will be Al.—G. R. B. 

Ouse and Iyel (Blunham). 

Last week we were unable to fish these rivers through floods ; but now they have 
cleared into excellent condition. A few nice pike have been taken, and there is every 
prospect of good sport.—E. K, 

Ouse (Huntingdon). 


The water is getting away very nicely, but notclear. In the course of afew days 
(weather permitting) it will be in good order, and it is to be expected that jack will 
feed wellafter this flood. Another bitch otter and two cubs were down the river 
during the week. One cub was killed by a dog, and the cry from it brought the 
mother nigh, when all three might have been killed, but pity was shown, so the 
pone and the other cub went free again. Subscriptions are required for fishing. 
—H. Rovr. 

Reservoir (Elstree). 

Our water has risen a great deal since last report, and has been very thick and 
muddy like pea-soup up to the 15th, when it cleared down ; but on the 17th we had 
a heavy rain all the morning. Not much has been done in the way of fishing all the 
week, On the 14th Mr, A. North had a jack, but he lost five fish on the 15th, roach 
and perch, with worms, and I would advise anglers to fish with snap instead of 
gorge hook for live-baiting for jack, Water quite bright to-day (Thursday).— 
G, CHESHER, 

j ; Severn (Kidderminster). 

Very little angling has been done lately. ‘The Severn has been in flood since my 
last report, but has gone down considerably the last few days, and is once more 
fishable ; a good many anglers have visited the river but have not been successful, 
41b, or 5lb, being the heaviest taken, and that toa few rods only. Those fish that 
have been had were very cold when taken out of the water, which shows that there 
must have been a good quantity of either snow or sleet fall at the upper part of the 
river and so put the fish off the feed. A great quantity of salmon have taken adyan- 
tage of the high water and got over the weir with ease, the fall being only a few 
feet, on account of the water being blocked up as it were from the height of the 
water below the fall, the fish have had but little difficulty in surmounting the 
obstacle. By far the greatest number of fish ascending would range from 6lb., to 
10lb, respectively ; occasionally, a good fish could be seen of 3ft, and upwards in 


length surmounting the weir. Lincomb Weir, being the last on the Severn, the fish 
would not have any difficulty in pursuing the latter part of their journey. Although 
the Severn has been in flood, it has not been such that there would be any danger of 
the fish depositing their ova other than in the bed of the river, or where the stream 
will always have access. So many fish going up the river, and in good time, will, I 
should think, make a good salmon harvest next year.—E. HE. 
P : Taw (North Devon). : 

The rivers were very high up to the 15th, the last time for rod fishing ; I saw two 
salmon killed in the lower part of the Taw, and although very high upwards, not 
much can be said of the sport. The net men never had such times, although they 


fish on the sly,—RuUSTY GAME. 
Treat (Nottingham). 


The weather has been against successful angling this week; but on Tuesday and 
Thursday a number of anglers were out, and in some places roach and dace afforded 
good sport considering the period of the year. Messrs. Potts and Theaker patronised 
the Barton length, and caught in a few hours, with the maggot, 15lb. of splendid 
roach. Some roach and dace were taken at Trent j;Lock on Thursday, and a few 
choice lots have been met with at Sawley. Pike-fishing has been attended with a 
moderate amount of successin some of the backwaters. On Monday night the 
members of the Nottingham Alexandra Society held their first smoking concert. 
There was a strong muster, and the proceedings were highly successful. The large 
pike, 2031b.,, killed in the Dove by Mr, H. Wood, of Derby, has been forwarded to 
Stanley’s here for preservation.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme in this part is low and has cleared, Rain has been had, but it has made 
but little difference to the water. There have been a few fishermen out on the water, 
but the takes of grayling have been small. The Rea, Ledwyche, and Kyre are all 
now running clear, but little fishing done in it.—WoORCESTER. 

Teme (Ludlow). 

The water has now run into good grayling-fishing order, having gone down and 
cleared ; the weather has been bad, and but few anglers have been out. The baits 
used have been the grasshopper and worm. The Clun, Ony, Corve, and Ledwyche 
have all run clear and lowered ; fishing in them dull of late.—S, LupLow. 

; Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

At present the Yorkshire grayling rivers are in better condition than they have 
been this season, and some good dishes have been made during the past week. Mr. 
Smith Suttle killed eight nice fish at Pool with fly last Saturday, and higher up 
the river on the same day I had capital sport, partly with worm and partly with 
fly. My basket at night consisted of seventeen grayling, weighing 911b.; the flies 
that I killed with were Red Tag and Water-hen Bloa. Jno. Bland also has killed a 
few nice fish near Pool ; he told me that he took one with worm that weighed 18o0z. 
Weather inclinedgfor frost, and river in capital order at time of writing,—FRANCIS 
M. WALBRAN, 

Wye and Derwent. 

Both the above rivers are now in first-class condition for fly-fishing, and fair 
baskets of grayling are now being killed, mostly with Bumbles, Furnace, and Lean 
flies. On last Friday I killed ten and a half brace on the Upper Derwent that 
weighed 14lb, They were killed principally with Bumbles and Furnace flies. The 
bottom-fishermen are killing a few fish off the Darley Dale and Matlock Bath club 
waters with both worms and maggots for baits. The pike-fishers on the Matlock 
Bath club waters have done very little lately, the fish being dead off the feed. 
Weather to-night (Thursday) fresh.—GEORGE JAMES HATON, 





SCOTCH NOTES. 


BRIDGE OF ALFORD.—Rod-fishing closed on the 30th ult. ; sport has not been up to 
the average, although the shortcomings of the early part of the season through want 
of water was in some measure made up for at the close, when the river was in good 
ply and held abundance of fish. Mr, Strachan, fishing from Forbes Arms Hotel, had 
three fish on the 27th ult., 21, 17, and 12lb, ; on the 28th, two fish, 17 and 15lb, ; 29th, 
two fish, 22 and 6lb. ; 30th, one fish, 171b. 

TWEED AND TEvI0T.—The elements have not just been of the most favourable 
character to the lovers of the gentle art since my last notes; but, taken all in all, 
they have not had much to grumble at, seeing that on the days when the rivers were 
fishable the sport was, generally speaking, all that could be desired, At present 


the rivers are in good ply, and should the weather keep favourable, 
an excellent termination to the present successful back-end season 
is anticipated. Rain fell heavily during Monday night, causing the 


rivers to be again slightly flooded. Fishing, however, was resumed on Wednesday, 
when good takes were got on the waters. On the Carham waters, Mr. Hay-Gordon 
killed three (12,19, and 23lb.) and Mr. J. R. Hay-Gordon three (16, 16, and 18lb.) On 
the Floors Castle upper water Mr. Cooper killed five fish, and on the lower, Mr. 
Smith, jun., killed two—16 and 17lb, On the Sprouston water, Colonel Cockran 
killed two—22 and 224lb. On the Rutherford water, Mr. C. J. Cunningham killed 
nine salmon, and Mr. A.O. Burton two. On the Wark water, Mr. Russell and the 
Hon. Geoffrey Dawnay killed twelve fish. To-day (Thursday) it is very frosty, and 
the riversare in excellent ply —MAXWHEEL, Kelso, Nov. 18. 





A GOOD HOOK. 


Mr. B. R. Bameriner, of Windsor Bridge, Eton, asks us to publish the 
following letter from Mr. Hunt, of the Piscatorial Society :— 


Sir,—About three weeks ago I bought a few roach hooks of you, and you may 
remember my remarking that I should use them ‘‘ where fish were,” and not in the 
Thames. Since then I have been both to the Avon and Waveney with some friends 
of the Piscatorial Society, and have had some exceptional roach-fishing, What I 
have to say is not as to myself, or the fish, but in the interest of three of the hooks 
I bought of you. You only had those three; but you made me up one doz. with 
some others—usual sneck-bent ones. During the whole of my fishing, which means 
about eight days, I have only used the one hook which I inclose. The number of 
fish caught means over 2cwt, to my own rod, and I can only give you one day as a 
sample; Aug. 28th, one roach, 2lb. loz, ; five roach, 14lb. each, two a little over ; 
32 roach about Ilb. each; 30 roach from 2b. to #lb., and not one under $l1b. ; one 
jack 441b, But when I tell you that I never use a landing-net, even to a 
2lb. fish, neither do I permit anybody who fishes out of the same boat to do so, 
because it disturbs the water so much, you will, as a fisherman, understand 
well the wear and tear this hook has been subjected to. It has not only well stood 
lifting every fish (and many over 131b. each) over the side of a boat, but the bind- 
ing is much less worn with extricating the hook than in any I have before used. 
Can you send me five or six dozen exactly same size and pattern, with finer gut, if 
possible? Besides catching these roach, I hooked two jack (fairly in the mouth), 
which took my roach as Iwas landing them. I landed both the jack (3lb. and 
4tib.) with tight line, and still the hook survived it and caught many fish after- 
wards. Pardon my lengthy letter, but I thought my appreciation of the hook 
would interest you. 

55, Ferme Park-road, Hornsey, London, Sept. 14th. G. R. Hunt, 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some-of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Dozen. 
Orders punctually attended to.—(ADYT.) 
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ALE AND BEER. 

ALE is not a beverage of anglers—at least, it is not the beverage. 
Encumbrances are too numerous to permit them to carry any- 
thing like the quantity they would individually require. It would 
look odd, if not something worse, to carry a keg, and nothing less 
would do. -There are exceptions to every rule. Many worse things 
may happen to one in this world than on a broiling, dusty, thirsty 
day to find a big stone bottle of twinkling, sparkling, amber ale 
standing up to its neck in a cool, shady corner of the river. It 
doesn’t matter how it came there ; it might have fallen straight from 
the cellar of the gods so welcome is its pleasant gurgle, as your friend, looking 
like the picture of the Good Samaritan, tilts the bottle on his thigh and pours 
out a glass for you. 

We have often found a bottle like this; but it is the exception which 
proves the rule, and there is no doubt that the majority of anglers have 
recourse to a “pocket pistol”—a name wisely invented for the purpose of 
mystifying the inquisitive. But although the brethren of the water-side must 
perforce leave beer behind, there are probably not half-a-dozen of them who 
would not be interested in hearing something of the history of the national 
beverage, or drinking a glass of it when they had the chance, for ale, like all 
things, has a history ; and why should it not be recorded as well as the story of 
its patrician rival, champagne? This reason, and the fact that the author is an 
accomplished and enthusiastic angler, and much of his material was gathered 
by the late Greville Fennell, makes us welcome right heartily Mr. John 
Bickerdyke’s book, “ The Curiosities of Ale and Beer : an Entertaining History ” 
(London : Field and Tuer). We are not surprised that the subject should have 
expanded so as to fill rather a bulky volume ; indeed, judging from the way in 
which the author has evidently conducted his inquiry, we should imagine that 
he has had to keep back not a little of his information. 

Mr. Bickerdyke opens his story at about as early a period as he possibly could 
—that is to say, by speaking of the suppression of beer shops in Egypt in the 
year 2000 B.c.! The first chapter, with its interesting particulars respecting 
the distinction between ale and beer, begins the book remarkably well, and on 
proceeding further into its depths we find the entertainment rarely diminishes. 
‘Whether he is writing of home-brewed, of history, of hops, laws, antiquities, 
ballads, or medical opinions, Mr. Bickerdyke always manages to let us see that 
he really has a story to tell, and is able to tell it. His anecdotes are numerous 
and well chosen. 

The illustrations of the book are as quaint as the subject which is treated 
is homely. Outwardly, the volume has a handsome appearance. After looking 
through its teeming pages, the reader will find new cause to agree with Shake- 
speare in saying that “‘a quart of ale is a dish for a king.” 


(ET 


TEES FISHERY BOARD. 


A MEETING of the Tees Salmon Fishery Board was held yesterday in the 
Police-court, Darlington. The Conservators present were Colonel Scurfield (the 
chairman), the Right Hon. J. Lowther, Mr. J. ©. Chaytor, Mr. W. H. Wilson- 
Todd, Mr. J. S. Pennyman, Mr. ©. G. Johnson, Mr. W. A. Wooler, Mr. T. 
Wilkinson, Rev. Scott F. Surtees, Mr. H. A. W. Cocks, Mr. R. Surtees, Mr. 
Brewis, Mr. C. D. Thompson, and Mr. J. H. Bell. 

The Finance and Watch Committee reported that the total amount from the 
distributors of licenses during the past year was £475 8s, 6d., being made up as 
follows:—From Stockton, £156, Darlington £72 3s., Barnard Castle £44, 
Hartlepool £203 5s. 6d. The licenses for fishing otherwise than with rod and 
line in public or common waters realised a revenue of £295 5s. 6d., ditto in 
private waters £90, ditto for fishing with rod and line £90, endorsements 3s. 

In moving the adoption of the minutes, Mr. Chaytor said 130,000 young fish 
had been put into the Tees during the year, 68,000 of that number bemg from 
the river Tay. He had reason to believe that the fish which, some years ago, 
were obtained from the river Lune, in Lancashire, had stayed in the Tees, and 
had improved the breed of the salmon. More fish would have been put into the 
river this year if the ova had been as well attended to at Middleton as at the 
Blackwell hatchery. ; i 

It was agreed to adopt a similar course in the coming year with regard to 
artificial hatching as had been done in the past 12 months. 

The Secretary (Mr. M. B. Dodds) reported that the amount of revenue 
entitled six representative members to be elected, in accordance with the Act. 

Mr. Lowther asked if there was in existence a list of persons entitled to vote. 

The secretary produced the list. : - 

Mr. Lowther thereupon proposed that the list of license-holders for the past 
year be printed and circulated amongst the members, and that those of the public 
who wanted it should be supplied with it at a charge of 3d. per copy. 

This was carried. 





ARMOURED Drarr NETS. 

Mr. C. G. Johnson had given notice of the following resolution : “ That 
armoured draft nets be added to the scale of license duty now in force, and that 
the amount of such duty be fixed by the Fishery Board for confirmation by the 
Board of Trade.” : 

Before Mr. Johnson formally moved it, the Chairman wished, as the motiot 
was a very important one, to quote from Section 10 of the Act of Parliamen 
as follows :—‘‘ And the placing of two or more nets behind or near to each other 
in such manner as to practically diminish the mesh of the nets used, or the cover- 
ing the nets used with canvas, or the using any other artifice so as to evade the 
provisions of this section with respect to the mesh of nets, shall be deemed an 
act in contravention of this section.” Healso pointed te the case of a man 
named Armour—a singular coincidence—who was proceeded against for using 
an armoured net, and where the justices decided that such a net did practically 
diminish the mesh, and so was illegal. That decision had never been appealed 
against ; and if it had been, he supposed the judge would not have entertained 
the appeal on the ground that what the magistrates had decided was a matter of 
fact. , 

After some discussion, Mr, Johnson agreed to bring his motion forward again 
at a future date. 








SALMON, TROUT, AND CHAR IN THE- LAKE DISTRICT. 


Tm season for angling for salmon, trout, and char in the Lake District has 
been one of the shortest ever remembered. It opened in weather characteristic 
of mid-winter, with snow a foot in depth. There was really no fishing in March 
and April, and even in May swallows perished by hundreds. All the flies were 
long behind in making their appearance, and the March Browns never appeared 
at all, At the end of May trout began to feed, and, contrary to expectation, 
were in remarkably good condition. The Black Gnat came on early in June, 
and with it trout began to feed vigorously, and good takes of well-fed fish 


became general. At this time never were so many trout seen in the tributaries 
and upper reaches of the rivers, which fact may be accounted for by a long series 
of “freshets.” The night-fishing in July with large-winged flies was good, but 
there was far too much water. ‘The characteristic pillars of revolving white grass 
usually seen at this time were altogether wanting. Duns and night-flies, however, 
were plentiful. As regards catches, August was much the best month of the year. 
When waters permitted, the lakes were not only good but general. September, 
usually a capital fishing month, was hard and dry. North-east winds prevailed, 
and night-fishing, at this time usually common, was out of the question. On the 
whole, the season was short, flies unseasonable, and the rivers almost in a continual 
state of flood. Fish, however, were in good condition, and there was, and is, a 
total absence of disease. 

Salmon and sea-fish began to run in great quantities at an unusually early date. 
The first salmon was taken with rod and line in June (the Trent is a later river), 
and at the same time numbers of morts and sprods. Through July and August 
the sea-fish continued to run in almost unprecedented numbers, and anglers 
generally had capital takes. For three weeks the run of fish continued to be 
enormous, but fishing in September almost stopped. The month was hard and 
cold, with much rain and severe nights. October brought a prolonged flood, and 
there was nearly no fishing. It was owing to this cause, too, that the nets in the 
Trent did so little. As to the season generally, it may be said that never did so 
many fish enter the rivers, or were so few taken. 

Char-fishing in the lakes was good when the weather allowed it to be prosecuted, 
and owing to the wise diminution in the size of mesh, the fish taken were large. 

EPHEMERA, 





W. BAILEY, OF NOTTINGHAM. 


IN a brief notice of the late Wm. Bailey, author of the “ Angler’s 
Instructor,” we asked for the address of his son, Wm. Bailey. A 
correspondent kindly sent it, and we wrote to Mr. Bailey to ask him 
if he was still carrying on his fishing-tackle business ; we had some 
knowledge of the hard fight he had to keep it together, in face of the 
reckless manner in which the old man acted during the last six or 
seven years of his life. Some of our readers will remember writing to us to com- 
plain that they had sent him money for rods and tackle, and got no goods or 
answer from him, and we had to stop his advertisement in our columns. Of 
course, his son, who was carrying on a fishing-tackle business under the same 
name in the same town, suffered severely ; orders and money intended for him 
got into the hands of his father, who stuck to the latter without executing 
the former. We should not have said a word about the old man’s troubles—which 
every angler in Nottingham knows were caused by drink—but for the fact that 
they have fallen most heavily on his son, who, besides being a splendid fisherman, 
is a thoroughly trustworthy, respectable man. We wrote asking him if we 
could give him a lift in any way, and received the following reply :— 


43, Queen’s-road, Nottingham, Nov. 16th. 
DEAR Srr,—Many thanks for your kind offer. I still carry on the business of 
fishing-tackle maker, and also give lessons in the Nottingham style of angling, 
although for some years past I have been compelled (as you remark) for good 
reason, and no fault of mine, to allow the fishing business to take second place. 
However, I hope it is not too late to revive a name once respected among every class 
of anglers. At the same time I must confess J feel that ten of the best years of my 

life have been lost.—I remain, dear Sir, truly yours. ~W, BAILEY. 


We can confidently recommend any reader who wants a few lessons in casting 


from the reel or other branches of scientific Nottingham fishing, or requires rods, 
tackle, &c., for it, to try Mr. Wm. Bailey, 43, Queen’s-road, Nottingham. 





OCTOBER SALMON AND SALMON KIPPERING. 


Tue following extract is from one of those delightful papers contributed 
monthly to the Field by “ Old Log ” :— 

“During this month, while the remnant of the migratory race are swimming 
happily up to their ancient nurseries, where countless generations of the same 
tribe have been born and bred from time immemorial, the rod-fishers alone may 
try to capture, in the true spirit of sport and fair trial of skill, their modest 
and inadequate share of the spoil of the rivers that have been guarded by their 
care and preserved at their expense. October, indeed, is the most remunerative 
harvest time to many anglers for salmon, especially on the smaller English 
streams, and if the fish have mostly lost their bright silvery colour and their 
pristine richness of flavour, they are all considered prime subjects for kippering. 
This old fallacy has come down to us from past ages, and probably is not un- 
connected with the old legendary stories of indignant apprentices objecting to 
be fed too frequently on salmon flesh ; but still the same mistake prevails, and 
it is no uncommon sight to find a dozen or so of the dried fish hanging up for a 
winter supply in some of the riverside farmhouses on the slopes of the hills that 
constitute the great watersheds and overshadow the nurseries of our various 
salmon rivers. But the fact remains, disguise it how we may, that October 
salmon at the best are more desirable for a last episode of sport than for the 
first course at dinner. Some, of course, may be late-running and brighter fish, 
but they had better be cooked at once, and served with some lubricating sauce ; 
for the kippering process, in the opinion of many men of long experience, should 
be tried on salmon in their best, rather than their worst, condition. If your 
soul delights in such palatable accessories to the breakfast table, take a summer 
fish from the Severn, when they may be purchased in the richest state of creamy 
fatness at about a shilling per pound ; see that his bright coat of scales is perfect 
and unbroken ; then split him down the back with a strong, clean cut, and 
remove the gills andall the uneatable parts. Having thus prepared your salmon, 
wipe it quite dry with several cloths, but use no water ; then rub a handful of 
salt over all the exposed fish, and hang it up for two or three hours to allow all 
the blood and moisture to exude, and again wipe it quite dry. Now rub in 
some more salt, with a very slight admixture of saltpetre and coarsely-grounded 
pepper ; and, finally, a good addition of coarse brown sugar, which will make a 
glazed surface coating to retain all the inherent richness of the fish. It is then 
ready for smoking, which may be done at home over a weod fire, or at a regular 
smoking house ; but never allow any pyroligneous acid or other chemical 
substitute for wood or peat smoke to be used ; and the kippered fish will be 
ready for use in a few days, or may hang in the kitchen for several months, and 
appear at breakfast when fresh salmon are out of season, as the month of 


October passes away.” 
SS 





A FINE male otter, weighing 24]b., has been caught on the banks of the Ouse. 
These animals are said to be now less rare in Yorkshire than they were a few years 
back, There is, itis said, no pack of otter hounds in the county, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.’—T. BE, Prirt, 


‘ 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. | 


FHEROX v. PHOTOGRAPHY. 

Srr,—I notice that your correspondent “Lux” has, in your last impression, 
returned to the charge—reinforced by Mr. Hastings as an auxiliary—in regard to 
possible photographic errors @ propos of the recently published plate contrasting the 
Salmo fario aud the Salmo ferox. 

All that “Lux” says may be in_ itself interesting—more especially to photo- 
graphers ; but I confess I hardly see in what respect his own and Mr. Hastings’ dicta 
bear on the photographs actually under discussion, unless indeed it is meant to be 
suggested that they were “intentionally made to lie,’ (The italics are your cor- 
respondent's.) 

With regard to his other supposition that photography may be made to tell 
untruths “ wnintentionally ” (the italics are mine), I have already pointed out that 
as the heads of both fish in my plate were close together (almost touching )—pointing 
in the same direction—and taken on the same negative,—if any distortion or exaggera- 
tion could be supposed to occur with the head of one fish, it would occur equally in 
the other, and the relative proportion would thus not be affected. What possible 
reply can be made to this, as it would appear, simple truism ? 

As a matter of fact, I asked the gentleman who kindly photographed the two fish 
for me, to doso because of the palpable disproportion between their heads, obvious 
not to myself only, but to half a dozen other fishermen who saw the two speci- 
mens together ; and, anything that photographers may say to the contrary, I think 
most people will, under the circumstances, be disposed to prefer the results of the 
camera (for whatever they may count in the argument), with all its possible or 
impossible blemishes, to the ¢pse dixit or unphotographed impressions of your 
correspondent. 

As regards the question whether the so-called Salmo ferow is or is not a distinct 
species from Salmo fario, I have not expressed, and do not hold, any particularly 
Medo-Persic views. My present opinion certainly is that the species are distinct ; 
but many of the problems relating to the domestic relationships of the Salmonide, 
their family likenesses and specific dissimilarities are so complicated, and withal, so 
exceedingly difficult of positive solution one way or the other, that I think those 
who have studied them most would probably be inclined to dogmatise upon them 
least. 

One final word. 

Your correspondent ‘Lux,’ who seems somehow a little “exercised in his mind ” 
on this subject of my unfortunate fish-photographs, has now re-iterated the assertions 
contained in his former letter, without condescending to take notice by a single line 
or word of the reply which I gave to his first letter. This simple reply, above 
repeated, is, as pointed out, a mere truism, though amply sufficient as an answer to 
all that “Lux” has written about ‘distorted images,” incorrect “ planes of defini- 
tion,” and other small matters more interesting probably to the professional or 
amateur photographer than to the outside public. However that may be, “Lux” 
has not had the ordinary literary courtesy to reply to or notice inany way my answer 
to his first attack, and that being so, if he sees any advantage or interest in continu- 
ing this correspondence, which may probably not be the case, he will have, perhaps, 
the goodness to do so, first, by furnishing an answer to my argument ; secondly, by 
writing under his own name, and not under a nom de plume. Ihave always had an 
objection to crossing swords with unknown. or, rather, “ unidentifiable,” cavaliers, 
however illustrious they might prove to be if their visors were raised. If a man has 
somewhat to say, especially if it be of a controversial or personal character, I hold he 
should have the courage of his convictions and put his signature toit. Otherwise 
we do not meet on equal terms. I am fencing with an “abstraction,” and should he 
by any chance be adjudged to haye “ failed in the encounter,” he can quit the lists 
practically unscathed ; whereas, I, if worsted, stand to be personally recognised as a 
vanquished knight, and to bear the penalties of defeat.—I am, &c., 

15th November, H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 





SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR HOOK-MAKERS AND USERS. 


Srr,—The idea put forward by your correspondent in the “ F, G.” of the 30th ult. 
had struck me also, and, in reply to my letter suggesting the double label on all 
hook-packets, I received, on the 25th, a courteous and valuable letter from Messrs. 
J. Warner and Sons, saying, inter alia, that they were prepared to adopt the plan. 
The labels might be divided diagonally by a line, or into two colours, the Redditch 
nomenclature being placed in one section, the Kendal in the other. We have already 
to do something of the sort in recording Russian dates, and the step would cer- 
tainly be in the direction of removing the difficulty. 

It cannot help us to apply hard adjectives to a body of manufacturers who, in 
heading the hook trade of the world, give the best proof of their ability, skill, and 
workmanship. Rather let us, taking it for granted that they know best how to care 
for their own interests, and to manage their wholesale trade, ask them, for the sake 
of a considerable number of customers at home for whose practical opinion they 
have always been ready to show their esteem, to arrive at some arrangement 
amongst themselves whereby at least the difficulty now existing may be reduced to 
a minimum, 

For example : might not the sects be reduced to the two named, represented, say, 
by the letters “ R.” and “ K.,” the first always to stand on left of label, the second 
to the right? In ordering, tiers would always write, and authors always quote— 
thus, “ R.,” 5, or “K.,” 5; and the retail trader would haye no difficulty, for his 
goods would be labelled as before suggested. 

The complement to this part of the plan is that the “F, G.,” when once our manu- 
facturers have come to au agreement, should help us to tide over the transition 
period by issuing, in biggest type, and as a leaf supplement, the two scales of hooks 
in parallel lines for easy comparison. 

Permit me, a fly-fisherman of thirty-two years’ experience, to utter a word of 
warning to younger fishermen. Do not swallow mere dogma ; preserve a mind open 
to conyistion, and put all reasonable-looking suggestions to a fair trial, according 
to your opportunities. Experiences, like tastes, differ. I wish particularly to apply 
this to the shape of hooks. Mr. Pennell, strong in mechanics, recommends and 
issues a straight-pointed hook. Our old Gamaliel, Mr. F. Francis, says he prefersa 
hook with a slight rake of the point outwards. Now, whilst everyone must uncon- 
ditionally condemn much raking outwards—nowadays ‘“‘ca va sans dire”—I venture 
to say, out of my own experience of the rival hooks, that the Francis type does best, 
both in gripping and holding. The slight rake outwards in the salmon hook 
appears to me to supply the place of the slight rake sideways in the trout-hook 
going under Mr, Hall’s name, 

Mr, Pennell maintains that such hooks scratch merely, and proves to his own 
satisfaction that they are so wanting in penetrative power as to be untrustworthy. 
I do not find this. On the contrary, Mr. Pennell’s hooks seem to me to lose hold, 
and to fail just where Mr. Francis’s pattern is successful, As Mr. F. writes, the slight 
rake causes the hook to take continually a larger hold. 

Mr. Mallock supplied me with hooks in response to my request for the kind 
which he, a premier fisherman, would use himself. As far as I can judge by com- 
parison with Mr. Francis’s book, these are exactly his beaw ideal ; and after naming 
these two fathers, I leave the question—if it be a question—to the general experi- 
ence, merely expressing my own view that Mr. Pennell applies his mechanical 
theory without sufficient reference to facts. 

In these days of carefully-made hooks, very little force suffices to drive the barb 
home, and for the sake of the subsequent advantages, we can well afford to lose 


_years ago, and caught plenty of roach up to 2lb. weight. 


some force by departing from the straighter line of pull advocated by Mr, Pennell* 
—I am, Xe. 
Nov. 5th. A. H. GRIBBLE. 
[It may be wrong in theory, but we find it right in practice, to use a hook with a 
very slight side twist of the point, at any rate, in small hooks.—ED. ] 


DEFINITION OF AN ANGLER: DEAN SWIFT OR DR. JOHNSON? 

Srr,—I had always thought that the well-known definition of an angler as “a 
fool at one end and a worm at the other” emanated from that master of satire, 
the Dean of St. Patrick’s, Dr. Swift; but on reading a note in a recent edition of 
“The Complete Angler,” called the “ Bicentenary Edition,’ I was somewhat sur- 
prised to find the remark attributed to Dr. Johnson. ‘ ‘ 

Now, Dr. Johnson gaye us many sententious remarks of a like kind; but I am 
inclined to think this was not one of his, The “Compleat Angler” was much 
admired by the worthy doctor, and we have it on the authority of Boswell himself 
that “ The Lives” was one of his most favourite books. 

Surely, Dr. Johnson, in his love for ‘“ Izaak,” would have spared the angler ! 
Where may the remark be found?—I am, &c., Tiny TIM. 

[Tiny Tim” has made our blood curdle, for in season and out of season, in print 
and out of print, have we hurled piscatorial anathemas at the head of dear, burly, 
old Dr. Johnson. We should be heartily glad to think it was not the sage of Fleet- 
street who put such a shaft into the hands of the Philistines as that well-known 
line which has always been attributed to one of the most lovable and interesting 
characters in English literary history.—ED. | 








THE CAPTURE OF A LARGE SALMON IN THE TWEED. 

Sir,—I notice in your last issue that you have a paragraph anent this fish, wherein 
it is stated that Mr. Pryor made his capture with a “Silver Grey.’ This is a mis- 
take, as the fish was hooked with a “ Wilkinson.” Again, after giving the particulars 
as to size, &c., your correspondent, “J.J. J.,” is in error as to the closing of the rod 
fishings on the Tweed ; these do not close until the end of the present month. Asto 
the successfulness of the season, there can be no doubt ; but as to its being the best 
on record, that’s doubtful, and until the end of the season, when the books on the 
various waters are made up and counted, we must be content to await the issue. 
The net-fishings also do not close at the end of September, but on the 14th of that 
month. Who are going to ask the Conservators to continue it a fortnight longer? 
Who are the Conseryators? We have the Tweed Commissioners ; but I doubt very 
much if they have any such power of granting. All the Tweed laws are private Acts 
of Parliament.—I am, &c., 


Kelso, Nov. 11th. MAXWHEEL. 


FISHING IN THE RIVER OUSE. 

Str,—Having fished the whole of the Bedfordshire part of the above-named river, 
as well as a good deal of the Huntingdonshire portion beyond St. Neots, and 
haying known the river for twenty-five years, the inquiry of Mr. Bowen, and the 
reply from Mr. Emery, in the GAZETTE have interested me greatly ; and, therefore, 
without taking up too much of your space, I have much pleasure in giving some 
information about this grand stretch of water, so little known to London anglers, 
Why it is so little fished is a mystery, seeing that St. Neots (from where I com- 
mence my description) is only fifty-one miles from King’s Cross, and barely two 
hours’ journey from London, Beyond St. Neots Bridge, and going down the stream 
towards the village of Little Paxton, there is about three miles of good pike-fishing, 
mostly deep water. All along this part there are large bream, roach, and chub, 
and some good perch. 

Below St. Neots Bridge going up-stream towards Eaton isall good fish, the towing- 
path side, I believe, being free. We now come to some large Roman earthworks, 
called, locally, ‘‘ Eaton Hills,” on the right side of the river. There are some trees 
overhanging the water here, under which are some large chub, and also capital 
roach “holes.” Close at hand is Haton Mill, in the pool—or “ pit”—of which used 
to be some tremendous roach. I have, on many occasions, fished this pool some 
In fact, this water used 
to swarm with the largest and best roach I ever saw. Big perch, too, were here, 
and I well remember catching one of 14lb. while fishing for roach with wheat 
kernel. 

Many large chub used to harbour among the rushes round the mill pool; one of 
6lb. weight was caught on a live-bait by a friend of mine while jack-fishing. It 
is several years since I last fished Eaton Mill pool, and doubtless there are fewer 
fish there than formerly ; but I feel sure that there are still some patriarchal roach, 
perch, and chub left, as the water cannot easily be fished except from a boat, and it 
is needless to remark that the fishing in the mill pool is private, although no doubt 
permission would be accorded to any gentleman who approached the proprietor in 
a courteous manner. 

Leaving the mill pool, we continue our course up the main stream and along the 
left side, where some large pike may be caught among the weeds. Under the 
garden wall opposite (private water) isa deep hole, which was at one time noted 
for its large roach. The favourite hook-bait is boiled wheat, used in conjunction 
brewers’ grains as groundbait, and I have assisted, on one occasion, with another 
gentleman in catching over two hundred roach here in three hours’ evening fishing. 
I remember, in this particular instance, that there were very few small fish, and 
nearly a score roach between 1lb. and 2lb. weight. 

Just near here I have often counted a dozen and more good jack basking in the 
hot sun among the weeds. Within twenty yards of the aforesaid roach hole are 
the “ eel-traps ” behind the flood-gates, over which, during heavy floods, the eels are 
carried through a wire-covered trough into a brick well.. Where this water falls 
over the flood-gates is a deep hole under the “sheeting ”—the resort of large perch. 
Passing through Haton sluice, and keeping along the towing-path, we come to an 
overflow “ pit” fringed with reeds and rushes. The small stream from this joins 
the main river at the foot of the “sluice,” and contains some fine chub and a few 
good jack. This is private water, however. A few yards beyond this “ pit,” and 
against the first stile, used to be a good roach hole. I remember, one morning,- 
seeing a man, whe had been fishing this hole all the previous night, and he had a 
sack full of roach, bream, perch, and eels, all caught on coarse tackle, with worm 
as bait. In truth, it was a “ good bag,” and as much as a strong man could lift. 
All along here, both sides, is good fishing—mostly deep water—the surface in 
summer being gay with beautiful water-lilies. 

Walking along the towpath, the “ pikeist”” can “spin” for a mile or more until 
he comes to Little Barford, a part of the river full of good bream up to 7lb.and 8lb. 
weight (many thousands of these fish) ; but ground-baiting a day or so beforehand 
is necessary to gather the fish together, as they go about in shoals, and seem to 
have no fixed home. All this water is full of pike, perch, roach, and eels; the 
latter run rather large. 

Another two anda half miles or more of good all-round fiehing and we reach 
Tempsford Bridge, a fine place for large pike. A friend of mine caught some 
twenty-pounders here not many years back, and I believe there are many good 
“jacks” left here yet. Iam not quite sure, however, whether this part of the 
water is preserved at the present time. . 

Beyond Tempsford Bridge we reach a gravelly shallow harbouring large chub 
and dace. Close here the river Ivel joins the Ouse. The Ivel is a small, shallow, 
and narrow river, but contains some good jack, bream, chub, perch, and roach. 
Tempsford Mill pool used to be a favourite resort of mine years ago, and I have 
taken some large bream, chub, and rozch. There were a few large perch in the 

ool. 

P Tempsford Mill has been burnt down, and the mill pool is now free, I under- 
stand. When I fished it last, some few years ago, it was strictly preserved. The 
last bream I ever caught here weighed 541b,, and there was also one of 51b., and 
several over 4lb., taken on the same day. 

Tempsford Station is on the G.N. Railway, and the village is within forty 
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minutes’ walk of Blunham Station, on the L.N.W. line. At Blunham good quarters 
can be had at the Horseshoes Inn, kept by Mrs. Elliott, Blunham Flour Mill (on 
the river Ivel) contains large bream, chub, pike, &c.; but permission must be 
obtained. In one hour’s spinning I once took thirteen pike in this mill pool. Blun- 
ham Oil Cake Mills—called “South Mills”—is also another mill on the river Ivel, 
and the mill pool holds some enormous bream. They run about 3lb. to 6lb. each ; 
but some, I believe, weigh nearer 91b. At the time 1 remember the water they 
were seldom to be caught, although I succeeded one day in landing a six-pounder, a 
five-pounder, and one or two more bream, each over 3lb,. weight. There used to be 
splendid roach and perch in this pool, besides a fair sprinkling of pike. : 

Having now described roughly about seven miles of fishing as I formerly knew it 
not long ago, I leave it to some of the readers of the GAzerrE to give a good trial 
of this portion of the river Ouse, and its tributary, the Ivel, and I think that, if 
‘‘wind and weather permits,” they will not be disappointed. No doubt the river is 
more frequented than it was ten years ago; but the old swims and holes are, in 
many places, unaltered. The Ouse has not suffered from overfishing or netting, 
and, as your correspondent, Mr. Hmery, says, there is “ plenty of elbow room.” 

As to the preserved parts, [am sure there would be no difficulty in any respect- 
able angler obtaining a day's fishing (gratis) from the various tenants or owners. I 
believe, however, that the largest portion of the Ouse is free to all. 

In a future letter I hope to give a description of another few miles from Blun- 
ham to Bedford, which can be reached in one hour from London,—I am, yer ; 
[We are much obliged to “A. R. H.” for this useful information,—ED. | 





TROUT TAKING BREAD. 

Srr,—In the “F.G.” you had an editorial note recently re Trout Feeding on 
Bread, and I can thoroughly corroborate your statement. : 

During August it was the constant habit of the visitors at Bridgend Inn to feed 
the trout off the bridge, I, amongst others, sharing in the fun. We rolled the 
bread up into small, hard pellets, and-dropped them over the bridge into the water, 
where they were instantly devoured, either below or on the surface of the water. 
In the latter case the fish rose as to the fly. Both sea and river-trout took the 
bread with equal freedom, and in a short time seemed actually to expect us 
after breakfast, so eagerly did they “go” for the bread. 

Some ducks frequented the pool; but so bold and accustomed to be fed had the 
trout grown that they contended with the ducks for the spoil, and it was amusing 
to see a trout snap the pellet from under the very bill of a duck. It was an amusing 
spectacle, and conclusively proved that trout are more inclined to be omnivorous 
than people imagine, for their limited diet, as accepted, may, after all, be curtailed 
more by necessity than of desire and will on their part.—I am, &c., 

Islay. DHUNNIE Mour, 





HEREFORD WYE LICENSE-HOLDERS. 

Srr,—With reference to two letters that have appeared in the last two numbers 
of the FISHING GAZETTE, also in the Field, having been a subscriber for season 
salmon tickets and a “license holder” from Board of Conservators for four years, 
and some time angling in many parts of the river, upper and lower sections, I can 
corroborate all that has appeared, and I make the following suggestion to all Wye 
‘- iegnse-holders”: for them to apply publicly at the next meeting of the Board of 
Conservators by a signed memorial that the money received last spring for angling 
licenses be published in the Hereford, Brecon, and Radnorshire county papers ; that 
the whole of last year’s license money be equally divided amongst the “angling 
associations ” that exist from the head of the river to Tiverton, only to be applied 


o 





to the payment of responsible water-guards, appointed by same angling associa- 
tions, who would have the responsibility and onus of first appointing good water- 
keepers from this time till Ist May, and, secondly, looking after them, as it has 
been long known the preservation of the Wye by the Board of Conservators is a 
perfect farce. They, I suppose, keep accounts ; but many angling “ license-holders ” 
on the Wye have told me they never see any account published of the expenditure 
of that particular item, “Cash for Angling Licenses,” 

For myself, unless things change very much for the better, I shall not take out 
another ‘“‘angling license”; and I imagine advice given in one letter to “F. G.” will 
be generally followed by all, except those living on or near the banks of the Wye, 
—Iam, Xe., 

Nov. 14. UR 

[If the suggestion of “J. T.,” or something of the sort, were carried out, it is 
quite certain anglers would supplement by subscriptions any deficits from time to 
time if cash from angling licenses proved insufficient for payment of close time 
water-guards.—ED., | 


WATER-RATS AND DAB-CHICKS EATING FISH. 

Sir,—While reading the interesting article, “The Medway as an Angling River,” 
in your last issue, I was struck with that anecdote of the water-rat eating fish. 

Until that moment I had been under the impression that the food of that animal 
was almost entirely vegetable. Iam quite sensible of the fact that they are very 
destructive to fish spawn ; but here I think their depredations in that channel ceases, 
I have on many occasions, during my holidays in the North, watched these animals 
from some secluded spot on the bank of the river, and on no occasion have I seen 
them with fish, either dead or alive. I have even gone so far as to dig to the end 
of their burrow (a very interesting performance), and in no case have I found fish- 
bones or other animal matter therein, which would obviously be the case if they fed 
on fish. 

I should be much obliged if you would correct me if I am in error inthis matter, 
—Iam, &e. 

Kentish-town. J.C. McCLELLAND, 

[We think there can be no doubt that the vole, or water-rat, often gets credited 
with the depredations of his cousin, the house-rat. We have had, on several occa- 
sions, part of our lunch, including meat, stolen by water-rats—i.e., voles. We have 
seen a big brown house-rat feeding on a dead fish at the edge of the water, and onco 
had a fine take of big pike, which were lying on the stones in a cellar, all mutilated 
by having their fins eaten off by rats, which did not eat the hard part of the fin, 
but only the root of it, But house-rats will eat anything ; they killed a splendid 
game-cock for us not long since. By the way, a friend, in whose observation we 
have every confidence, assures us that he has watched dab-chicks, which are very 
tame on his stream, feeding on sticklebacks and young trout. He has seen them 
chase, catch, and then gradually swallow the fish.—Ep. | 


THE AMERICAN WEED PEST. 

Srr, —Referring to my letter in your issue of Nov. 13, and your note at foot, I 
now give you some particulars of the riddance of the weed from Talkin Tarn, 
Cumberland. The tarn is about 80 acres in extent, and varies from 5ft. to 40ft. in 
depth. About 20 years ago, a youth from Scotland carelessly threw in a bit of the 
American weed, which spread so rapidly that the committee of the rowing club had 
to take steps to get rid of it. They tried to drag it out; but it still increased. They 
then wrote to Frank Buckland for advice, and he suggestel cutting with scythes, 
The reason of this was that the weed, though floating on or near the surface, throws 
down long fibrous shoots which get hold of the bottom, even ata depth of 20ft, to 
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30ft., and thus “anchor” the weed. Buckland’s idea was to cut through these fibres 
so that a strong wind, assisted, if necessary, by ropes, might drive the masses of 
weed to the side, The idea was a good one; but is was found impossible 
to work the scythes, so great was the tangled masses of weed. The 
Tarn was closed for boating for two or three years, when one of 
the committee accidentally saw it stated in a mnéwspaper that a reser- 
voir in Scotland had been cleared of the weed by swans. It was at once 
decided to try them. Two only were purchased, and the effect after the first 
twelve months was noticeable. Cygnets began to make their appearance, and by the 
time that there were a dozen full-grown swans on the Tarn, the weed as a “ pest” 
was a thing of the past, and boating was resumed. Of course the weed is not 
eradicated, and probably never will be. The committee still adopt Buckland’s plan 
occasionally when a mass of weed appears in any part ; only, they dispense with the 
scythes, and merely drag a rope along to sever the down-shoots before-mentioned, 
They still hold firmly to the opinion that the “swan treatment” is the only success- 
ful one. They have now twenty swans, which they consider more than necessary 
to keep the weed in check, and they would sell some of them at 10s, each free of all 
costs. There is no doubt that swans are very destructive to young fish. The only 
kinds of fish in Talkin Tarn are pike and perch, and the latter have certainly sensibly 
decreased. But in this particularcase fishing has to take a back seat, and the row- 
ing club is master of the situation.—I am, &c., SILVER GREY, 





HOOK MANUFACTURERS AND HOOK NUMBERS. 

Str,—We beg to inform you we were not among the number of Redditch fish- 
hook makers you refer to in the GAzerTe of the 6th inst. who, you say Mr. §, 
Thomas. says, asked him to write you respecting an attack made on them by Mr. 
H. Cholmondeley-Pennell in the GAZETTE of October 23rd. 

We have never seen Mr, Thomas, nor spoken to him on this matter ; and as you 
do not publish his remarks, we cannot make any comment on them, But we must 
say, when we saw the remarks made by Mr. Pennell in the GAzErTE of Oct. 28rd, 
we thought they were most ungenerous towards an intelligent and respectable 
class as the Redditch fish-hook manufacturers are, and we consider he owes them 
an apology. 

Mr. Pennell said : “The Redditch fish-hook makers are ignorant and pig-headed 
in their own business to an almost incredible degree.” 

As far as we can see, Mr. Pennell’s reason for making these uncalled-for remarks 
is, because the manufacturers cannot see their way clear to renumber their hooks 
to his ideas. 

Mr. Pennell may not be aware that many of the manufacturers have gone to great 
expense in sending out lists of prices, all having one uniform scale of sizes and 
using the same size wire-gauge that has been well-known throughout the trade for 
the last century, and could not be altered without great loss and inconvenience to 
the manufacturers, as well as confusion to their customers. 

Any person now sending for fish-hooks from any part of the globe to the Redditch 
manufacturers for any numbers he may require, he can rely on getting the same 
uniform numbers, whether it be for numbers from 1 to 20 for trout, or numbers 
1/0 to 10/0 in salmon hooks. 

The Redditch needle trade in this respect is precisely the same as the fish-hook, 
A No.5 needle is a No. 5 all the world over, and any number in fish-hooks is known 
and recognised in the same way in any part of the globe. 

Any seamstress has just as much right to demand of the Redditch needle manu- 
facturers to alter their sizes of needles to please her, and if they do not, to call them 
“jonorant and pig-headed,” as Mr. Pennell has in his unmerited attack upon the 
fish-hook manufacturers. And, we wish to ask, if both requests were granted, what 
would either the buyer or seller gain by it? Would the needles or hooks be any 
better in quality? Would it increase the sport, or make the fisherman any more 
skilful in catching fish, if we were to call a No, 12 round-bent hook No. 1, ora 
No. 1/0 Limerick No. 10/0? If so, we might see some reason in renumbering 
them. 

We do not know Mr. H. Cholmondeley-Pennell ; but we haye read of his being 
a literary fisherman, and we have no doubt fishermen weleome—as they should do— 
any good and useful ideas emanating from Mr. Pennell’s fertile mind, and will be 
grateful to him for any information he can give them to enable them to have a 
good day’s sport, and in this he may sometimes be useful and instructive ; but we 
must say, when he steps forward and interferes with a branch of the staple trade 
of Redditch, and poses himself as a teacher to the fish-hook manufacturers how they 
are to make and number their hooks, and if they do not fall in with his whims 
he calls them “ignorant and pig-headed,” then we think Mr. Pennell is soaring 
away into unknown regions, and is getting completely out of his sphere.—We are, 
&e., : 

Midland Works, Redditch, ALFRED BOOKER AND Co, 

[We insert this letter because Messrs, Booker and Co. appear to think we shall 
not give the Redditch manufacturers “fair play” if we do not. It is not likely 
Mr. Pennell will notice it ; he did not attack any particular hook-maker, or all of 
them ; he qualified his assertion, leaving those who cared to make the cap fit them- 
selves do so.—ED, | 


S1Rr,—With regard to this vexed question, I believe the following plan would 
be found satisfactory, both to anglers and manufacturers. If the manufacturers 
could be persuaded to recognise one seale of sizes as a standard, and were to reckon 
from the smallest hook upwards by the letters A, B, C, D, &c., the difficulty would 
be overcome at once, and they could still retain their respective trade numbers. 

The only alteration they would be asked to make would be that the capital letter 
might be placed on the wrappers alongside their present number. We should then 
know that every manufacturer's hook “ A” was the same size, and so on. 

If at any future time the unit of the standard was reduced by a still smaller hook 
it could easily be represented by Aa, Aaa, &c.—I am, Xe, J. F. H. 

[This is a good idea,—ED. ] 








A WATERPROOF THAT WILL STAND TWELVE HOURS’ DRENCHING 
WANTED. 

Srr,—Can you, or any of your correspondents, kindly tell me where I can get a 
really waterproof coat for fishing—one to reach to the knees, and will stand twelve 
hours’ steady drenching without any wet getting through ? : 

Have you tried Anderson’s “ Buckland” fishing-jacket? and if so, think you it 
will stand the above test? None of the so-called waterproof coats I have will turn 
the rains we get here.—I am, &c., 

Spalding. R. C, 

[Mr. Alfred Mackrill showed us recently a waterproof coat made specially to his 
order for all-day fishing in rain. He said that, ¢f properly used, it would keep out 
Niagara fora century. We hope he will tell us the name of the maker of this 
anti-Niagara waterproof.—ED, | 


SEEDS AS FISH FOOD. ; 

Str,—Having read the correspondence in the “F, G.” referring to trout eating 
seeds, I forward you the following extract from Loudon’s “ Encyclopedia of Plants,” 
which I think will prove interesting to Mr. E, M. Tod and others, On page 62 
the following plant is mentioned :— ; 

“Name, Glyceria ; natural country, Britain; locality, ponds, It is found in 
stagnant water, its long, narrow leaves floating on the surface. It produces abund- 
ance of seeds, which are eaten greedily by geese, ducks, and fish, especially the trout 
(Salmo fario).” 

If this plant was better known, would it not prove of value to followers of pisci- 
culture? I think it would if planted round the edges of ponds or lakes.—I am, 
&e., RoBert Roots (Hon. Sec. Portsmouth Waltonians). 

[Trout are not often met with in stagnant ponds,—HED, | 





STRANGE APPEARANCE IN BARBEL. 

Srr,—Whilst watching some barbel the other evening I was somewhat surprised 
to see, in several instances, a long, extremely fine, and silk-like formation on either 
side, but just in the vent. In one case there were two of these thin, fillet-like 
appendages over a foot long, and about one-eighth of an inch broad. 

Will you kindly inform me what is the cause of (to me) thisstrange phenomenon, 
and have you seen it in any other fish, and if so, at what period ?—I am, Xc., 





WORMS. 

Srr,—I would not trouble you again; but this is what Darwin says, page 19 :— 

Senses.—“ Worms are destitute of eyes.” 

Influence of Light.—* Hoffmeister, however, states that worms, with the excep- 
tion of a few individuals, are extremely sensitive to light; but he admits that in 
most cases a certain time is requisite for its action.” 

For instance, when illuminated by abull’s-eye lantern having slides of dark, red, 
and blue glass, which intercepted so much light that they could be seen only with 
some difficulty, they were not all affected by this amount of light, however long 
they were exposed to it. When they were illuminated by a candle, or even by a 
bright paraffin lamp, they were not usually affected at first. Nor were they when 
the light was alternately admitted and shut off. Worms are nocturnal in their 
habits, and at night may be seen crawling about in large numbers, but wswally 
with their tails still inserted in their burrows. By the expansion of this part of 
their bodies, and with the help of the short, slightly reflexed bristles with which 
their bodies are armed (and may I say especially the tail?), they hold so fast that 
they can seldom be dragged out of the ground without being torn into pieces 
(Morren, “ De Lumbrici Terrestris Hist. Nat.,” &c., 1829, p. 67). 

Allow me to observe Morren is wrong, for I should consider it poor—very peor — 
worm-gathering if I broke one in eight, or even injured them.—I am, &e., eee 


N.B.—Ask any professional worm-gatherer, and I think he would say the same. 

[We hope “M, A,” will give the “ wums” a rest now ; itisa consolation to know 
they can’t see.—ED. | 

a ee Se 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above club were out on the 14th, but the water being out 
of condition there was not much sport, Mr. H. Haynes saving the club from a blank 
with a nice catch of roach. I hope next week to hear from some of our old 
standards.—H, TYLER. 
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KEEPING Minnows IN Arr-Tigut Jars.—On Thursday, October 21, to try how 
long minnows would live in a tight jar, I tried this experiment. Having a lot left 
over, I took two glass fruit preserving jars, capacity one pint, filled both two-thirds 
full of water, put in each two lively creek minnows, and stood the jars side by side 
ona shelf in the barn, one jar with no cover, the other with top screwed down on 
rubber washer, and presumed to be air-tight. My idea was to see in which jar they 
would live longer and how much longer. Well, nine days “done gone” and I’ve 
learned nothing, In both jars the minnows are in perfect order. If one set ever 
does die ahead of the other I'll report.—Pisnco, Oct. 30.—The sequel put in its 
appearance just three hours after my posting to you. Word came in from the barn 
that the two minnows in the closed up jar were on their backs, and an hour after 
that both were dead. Those in the open jar are still all right. The length of time 
those in the closed jar lived was eight days six hours. Having been confined to my 
room several days by illness, I have not been able to note more particularly, — 
PisEco, in Forest and Stream. 

A Goop TAKE or P1kE.—Mr. H. Goodhead, of Park-street, Derby, whilst pike- 
fishing in the Dove on Thursday, succeeded in capturing four pike, weighing in the 
aggregate45ilb. The largest weighed 2031b., measured 3ft. 3in. in length, and was 
2lin. ingirth, As its length and girth indicates, the fish was well-fed, and was in 
splendid condition, and we understand that it is to be preserved. The other three 
pike weighed 141b., 6lb., and 5lb. respectively. Three other local anglers, who 
accompanied the above named, caught one fish each— Derby Daily Telegraph. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—The sudden changes, frequent fogs, and pervading dampness sorely impede 
the vital functions and conduce to ill-health, The remedy for these diseases lies in some purifying 
medicine, like these Pills, which is competent to grapple with the mischief at its source, and stamp it 
out without fretting the nerves or weakening the system. Holloway’s Pills extract from the blood all 
noxious matters, regulate the action of every disorderd organ, stimulate the liver and kidneys, and 
relax the bowels. In curing chest complaints these Pills are remarkably effective, especially when 
aided by friction of the Ointment on its walls. This double treatment will ensure a certain, steady,and 
beneficent progress, and sound health will soon be re-established. 
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THE EFFECTS ARE PERMANENT. 
A VIONDERFUL STATEMENT, 
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SHOWING THAT THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS 
OF “WARNER'S SAFE CURE” 

ARE NOT TEMPORARY, BUT PERMANENT. 


Tun objection is often made that the beneficial effects of 
proprietary medicines are only temporary, and that the 
disease returns as soon as the use of the medicine is discon- 
tinued. To meet this objection in the case of “ Warner's 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years aiter the cure was wrought, 

Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 31, 1882, says: 
—“ Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
endedin abscess of that organ, resulting from inflammation. 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottles of 
‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ the contents of 13 only of whichI 
have taken, Itbroughtaway about two ounces of stone; the 
pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water 
is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. 
I have long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men 
in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

Writing under date of APRIL 27,1886, this gentleman 
says: “ Itis now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heavy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ In my case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it. 

4 ; “ Yours faithfully, 



























Station Master Navigation Station, Taff Vale Railway, 
Treharris, R.S.O. Glamorganshire, Wales.” 





Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond the shadow of a doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of “Warner’s Safe Cure” are permanent. This 
permanency of power over disease givesit the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
many thousands? Tor sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and at the stores,’ Price, 4s, 6d. If your chemist does not 
keep it, and will not order it, send your orders direct te 
H. H,. WARNER & CO.. 47, Farringdon Street, London, E.G, 





Nov. 27, 1886. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &c. 
Must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C, 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, unless accom- 

panied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real names and 
addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith. Unless 
this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and 
Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing Tackle Dealers in London 


and the Provinces, 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
The GAZETTE can be had by sending Postal Order or Stamps to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co 
the Proprietors, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. 
For One Year, post free, to any part of Great Britain and Ireland......... 
» Six Months ” ” ” foe 








10s, 6d, 
”» ”» 5 4 
», Three Months ,, ~~ Fi hy Bs “1 


decevswes 28 
To Americaand the Continent, the annual subscription,including postage 12 6 


: ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Applications respecting advertisements should be addressed to the Manager of the FISHING GAZETTE 
88, Fleet-street, London. 


Telegraphic Address, “RIVSAM, London.” TELEPHONE No. 2679. 
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THE STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN WINCHESTER 
CATHEDRAL. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—By permission of the Dean and Chapter of 
Winchester Cathedral an IJluminated Parchment Scroll, giving a 
list of the subscribers to the Izaak Walton Statue Fund, will be 
placed in the archives of the Cathedral on the occasion of the cere- 
mony of unveiling the statue. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 








Eee beht! 

Amount already acknowledged .............+. 48 12 7 
W. Murdoch, Esq. (second denation) ...... OF Ou0 
“Outing,” per P. Bigelow, Esq. ...:....c...000 et Oac0 
J. Yalden, Esq., per P. Bigelow, Esq. ...... Jon Oda 
Marple Public Institute Angling Society... 010 0 
PPSLOMERANY TICE MA, oon sceaceerecres Reoctgeks 010 6 
LOW o Pea U Eee enerarstaptccctadessse sive cores O55 0 
Solem one L 


Subscriptions can be sent to R. B. Marston, Ed. FISHING 
GAZETTE, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. They should 
be marked “for Walton Statue Fund,” and will be acknowledged in 
the GAZETTE. Anglers who would like to be connected with this 
movement need not hesitate because they cannot afford much. 





THE FLY-FISHERS’ CLUB. 


THE following appeared in the Yorkshire Weekly Post of Wednes- 
day last :— 


“The annual dinner of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, London, is fixed to 
take place at the Holborn Restaurant in the latter part of February 
next. The monthly house-dinners recommence on the first Thursday 
in December, and are to be repeated regularly until the annual 
dinner comes off, or on, whichever you like. In addition to this, a 
smoking concert is to be held on the third Thursday in December, 
and in all probability this also will be encored. Lastly, there isa 
weekly gathering of members and friends every Thursday evening 
‘for discussion, &c.,’ as the hon. secretary’s letter puts it. Oh! Mr. 
Wilson, I like that ‘&c.’ well. What wreaths of fairy smoke-work ; 
what streaming goblets of Keighley cold tea ;* what practical lessons 
in the art of catching fish of all kinds, from tiddlers up to whales ; 
what never-to-be-forgotten stories, good and otherwise, are all in- 
volved in that ‘&c.’ But I forget; I am revealing the inner secrets 
of the art of angling, and some fair correspondent is sure to be down 
upon me to say we are every bit as ‘little to be trusted’ as tbe 
Freemasons. 

“A fair number of Yorkshire anglers are members of the Fly- 
Fishers’ Club, and considering the number of Yorkshiremen 
whose business takes them regularly to London, and the low 
subscription (one guinea for country members), there might very 
well be more. The club-house is in an exceedingly quiet place, 
overlooking the Embankment and the river, with Cleopatra’s Needle 
in the immediate foreground, just to remind contemplative anglers 
of the gay lady’s own angling successes. You turn down a little 
street off the Strand, and immediately behind Coutts’ Bank you are 
at home, in a quiet solitude in the heart of the greatest city in the 
world. If you are careful, you may even hear yourself snore, as 
drowsiness creeps over you. The din of rolling wheels and the roar 
of all the city is lulled to silence by the little distance that separates 
you from it; the splendid river—the finest playground for the 
angler in the universe—steals noiselessly on, as it has done for ages 
past, and as it will do long after that New Zealander has come and 
gone. 
and call back—as thoughtful anglers will—the time when the first 


Roman soldier looked upon it and recognised the capabilities of the | 





* “Keighley cold tea,’ a euphemism nat unknown to anglers in Yorkshire as | 


s'gnifying whisky, 
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situation. The grey Norman Tower yonder has looked down on 
revolutions, murders, plagues, and fires ; but the great city still stands, 
and the river—so sweet where the willows kiss it in the inland 
meadows far away, and so awful here to the shivering November 
outcast—is running hand in hand with Time, and together they are 
bearing us all away to the limitless ocean. JI am, however, getting 
flowery, and had better subside; and yet, just one thought more 
before we turn from the busiest water-way on the earth : Some day, 
brother angler, ages after you and I have provided food for the very 
worms we now trifle with, the river will be silent and the city dead ; 
the grass will grow green over spots where now myriads of footsteps 
fall in: busy commerce ; and lambs will browse here at the river’s 
edge where to-day the navies of the world are docked. Don’t dis- 
pute it—don’t doubt it; it will come. ‘Assyria, Greece, Rome, 
Carthage—where are they ?’ ‘All gone away, mit the lager beer, 
away in the ewigkeit.. Ah! me; and men talk of killing Time. 
Anyhow, I have prophesied safely, for I shall be beyond the reach 
of controversy when the time for its fulfilment comes, and my 
address will be unknown.” Ti Gab. 








STRAY NOTES ON AUTUMNAL GRAYLING-FISHING. 
By FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


THOSE anglers in Yorkshire who, at the expiration of the present 
wretched trout season, hopefully looked forward to their coming 
campaign with the grayling as likely to compensate them for their 
past misery, so far have been most wofully disappointed. For five 
whole weeks have the grayling rivers in this county been in a con- 
tinual state of flood, which condition, I have no occasion to tell the 
experienced angler, is most inimical to sport, as the grayling, unlike 
the trout, will never feed really well in either arising or falling 
water. 

Casting my memory back over the period of those five weeks, the remembrance 
of two most happy days which I spent during them comes as a ray of comfort 
to my disappointed hopes, the one being spent at Tanfield in the company of 
that most genial and amusing of comrades, “ Redspinner” ; and the other upon 
the banks of the upper Yore at Hawes, when the expert of that district, 
James Blades, and your humble servant toiled through the whole of a miserably 
wet day for the grand total of six brace of grayling between us. To anyone 
but an angler it may seem an anomaly to consider the latter a day to be 
remembered except for its wretched surroundings ; but to me it is always a 
pleasure to spend a long day by the riverside in company with such a man. 
Blades is full of observation: sometimes it is some tiny dun floating down the 
stream that he draws your attention to ; or, creeping down behind the willows, 
he calls you to watch the operations of a brace of spawning trout ; or now you 
will find him sitting behind a rude stone fence deftly imitating, 
with feathers, fur, and silk, the fly which his quick eye has detected 
to be the favourite of the hour. Everything that he knows relative 
to fishing he has taught himself from Nature, for, as he remarked to 
me, he had never in his boyhood attended any school except on Sundays. 
He never had access to the works of such lights of learning as Francis, Ronalds, 
Halford, or Pritt; therefore, say I, all the greatest credit to him for his 
wonderful knowledge of entomology. 

The day with “Redspinner” did possess the merit of being fine overhead, 
but the river was running far too high, and our sport was only indifferent ; but 
for all that it will always remain a memorable one in my angling experience. 
My cempanion was full of information and anecdote relative to his angling 
adventures in many lands. I could have listened to him for a month; in fact, any- 
one who has read that charming work from his pen, “ Waterside Sketches,” and 
is acquainted with the delightful freshness of his style of writing, will not be at 
all surprised upon hearing me say so. One thing we did learn towards 
the close of that pleasant October afternoon, and that was that the grayling of 
the Yore appreciate the merits of a floating fly as keenly as their more lusty 
brethren of the southern streams. Upona gently flowing glide, at the head of a 
rocky stream, we saw four or five nice fish rising steadily at some small Cock- 
winged Duns that came sailing down over their heads. ‘ Redspinner ” selected 
the finest fish of the group, and remarked to me, “ That fish I intend to have.” 
The sunken hackle flies that he first of all cast lightly over the rising fish were 
steadily ignored, so it became patent to both of us that if the feat was to be 
accomplished at all, it would have to be through the medium of a floater. Five 
different patterns were in their turn artistically presented to that obdurate 
grayling—all in vain ; but the fifth attempt proved successful, A fancy southern 
fly called the Harlequin came sailing down: amoment of suspense—“ Habet,” I joy- 
fully exclaimed, as asuddencurl in the water, a tightened line, anda bending rod pro- 
claimed that the battle had begun. Two or three minutes’ nice play, and a beau- 
tiful lb. grayling is scooped out in the net. We duly drink his health and 
commence again ; another fish, rather less than the other one, is soon landed on 
the same fly, and then the sport was at an end, and we wended our way back to 
the inn with light hearts—and baskets as well. 

When at Hawes, Blades gave me the dressing of four flies that he has recently 
invented ; he is always trying some fresh experiment or other, and this is his 
latest attempt. He told me that he had killed some very good dishes with them, 
and therefore I will give yourjreaders the dressings of them—the titles appended to 
them are the inventor’s :— 

No. 1. The Blue Tail: Hackle, inside of blue pigeon’s wing ; tying silk, 
orange ; tail, blue silk. Hook, No.1. 

No. 2. Rusty Dun: Hackle, from a blackbird’s breast ; tying silk, orange, 
dubbed with fur from a water-mouse. Hook, No. 1. 

No.3. Peacock Blue: Hackle, jackdaw’s ear feather ; body, copper peacock’s 
harl ; tying silk, mulberry, to show at headand tail. Hook, No. 1. 

No. 4. Brown Midge: Hackle, from a brown Leghorn hen ; tying silk, lead 
colour; dubbing, mole’sfur. Hook, No.1. 

If anyone were to ask me to select half a dozen flies to employ as general 
grayling patterns during the autumn months on the Yorkshire rivers, I should 
take the following : — Waterhen Bloa, Apple Green Dun, Dark Olive Bloa, 
Red Tag, Honey Dun Bumble, Eaton’s Little Red. If grayling will not take 
any of these, the angler may rest assured that fly is not going to be a success. 

T address the following remarks on swimming the worm for grayling to those 
anglers from whom I am continually receiving inquiries on the subject. I may 
add that I am always pleased to answer any question through the medium of 
these columns ; but my time is so fully occupied that it is utterly impossible for 
me to answer correspondence individually. 
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The rod that I can thoroughly recommend for this purpose is the “ Marston ” ; 
it isnot too limber, and still not too stiff. The first time that I saw the original 
pattern, in the hands of the well-known angler from whom it takes its name, I 
told him it was just the thing. Three yards of the finest drawn gut, a No. 6 or 
7 fine wire, round-bend hook, and either a quill or tiny cork float, about the size 
of a marble, completes your outfit ; I usually use a single small shot, or a 
couple if the water is strong. The edges of streams, or the extreme tails, are 
the most likely finds; but a beginner would learn more by watching an expert 
for a few hours than he would from reading written instructions for a week. 
The water cannot be too low, and a sharp frost. overnight greatly improves the 
chance of good sport. There are some anglers who decry this style of fishing, 
just as there are others who do so with respect to clear-water worm-fishing for 
trout. I argue that in their place they are as sportsmanlike and as scientific 
modes of angling as artificial fly. What chance has aman of killing a dish of 
trout with fly on a blazing hot summer’s day, or of grayling on a winter’s morn- 
ing, with the thermometer below freezing-point ? 

When trout or grayling will rise to the fly, then I preferit to anything ; but I 
have studied every legitimate means of killing both trout and grayling, and most 
certainly I shall not return home with an empty creel when I find that,the fly 
is useless. 

Never hurry a grayling ; more fish are lost through that fault than any other. 
Mr. Wesley, a noted Wharfedale grayling-fisher, some years ago gave some excel- 
lent advice on this subject in the /%eld. He said that he always let the fish 
run out as much line as he pleased to begin with, keeping it tight; he then 
reeled gradually up, giving line and taking it as occasion required. Owing to 
these tactics he seldom lost a fish when fairly hooked, and I can heartily endorse 
his statement. In years to come this charming fish will be found in many other 
rivers than at present is the case. I am looking forward anxiously to see how 
those introduced by my friend Mr. Palliaser into the north Derwent come on— 
hardly so well, I am afraid, as those introduced into purer streams. I have 
always said that the Eden would be a perfect stream for them, and I hope that 
some day we shall find them there. Local anglers at Carlisle have often told me 
that there were grayling in the Eden ; but I was certain that such was not the 
case. Being anxious, however, to prove the fallacy of the statement, I recently 
took some grayling from the Yore to the border city, and showed them to the 
man who had toldme. I watched his face narrowly, and saw an immediate look 
of surprise. “No sir,” he said, “I have never seen those fish before ; but,?.he 
he added, ‘“ they are bonny ones, and no mistake.” I have not yet seen the fish 
that he supposed were grayling ; but think they must be dace. 

Talking of the Eden reminds me of an amusing incident which happened to 
me last year upon its banks, and although nothing to do with grayling-fishing, I 
will conclude my article with a narration of it. I have a friend at Carlisle who 
has a mania for dogs, principally otter hounds and Bedlington terriers, generally 
having three or four of the latter named at his heels whenever he takes his walks 
abroad. As most of your readers will be aware, these game little animals will 
“go for” anything that is alive, either in water or on terra-firma, as on the occa- 
sion referred to I found to my cost. 

It was a beautiful July evening when I called inat my friend’s shop in Scotch- 
street and informed him that I and a young fellow called Jackson Strong were 
going up to Botcherby-lane end to have a cast or two for trout, and he agreed 
to join us later on. My companion was, I must tell you, always full of life and 
fun, and ready for anything in the shape of a “lark.” We found the fish rising 
all over the river, and after trying several flies without success, I discovered 
that the Tail to Tail or knotted Midge was the “right ’un,” and mounting a 
couple on my cast, soon began to land fish. A good fish kept rising steadily 
below us near to the willows, which are interlaced with piles to protect the 
bank at this bend of the river. Strong pointed him out to me, and crawling 
down on my hands and knees, I at length got my flies lightly over him—a curl 
in the water, a tug—and jumping to my feet, I called to my companion to bring 
the landing-net, as I found that the fish was a heavy one,-and: under the circum- 
stances likely to give me a lot of trouble. Away the trout shot down 
stream, and the water being too deep for wading, I ran along the 
bank as well as I could. Then he rushed up stream, and finally settled 
down fora “sulk.” Iworked him steadily, however, and it was becoming only 
a question of a few minutes when my friend Robson appeared on the scene with 
three of his terriers, named respectively Ruth, Rose, and Dick. The first 
named immediately caught sight of the trout struggling in the water, and before 
her master could get her away she dashed into the stream and made for it. 
“Quick, Jackson!” I shouted. “ Now with the net, or all is over.” He made a 
frantic dash, but too late, and the infernal terrier, net, and trout for one 
moment appeared all to be interwoven together ; then there was a blank, and 
my line floated in the air, while the splendid fish sank slowly down into the 
deep water. [ will not tell you what I said, but the terrier had to be kept out of 
reach of me for some time to come, and to this day I always get chaffed about 
the “terrier and the trout” whenever I set foot in the “ border city.” 

I always have a lurking suspicion that Strong rather enjoyed the fun, and 
did not make very strenuous endeavours to reach the fish ; but, poor fellow, no 
more will he wander with me by the bonny Eden, for within six months from 
that July evening he had gone to the spirit land. Only a few weeks ago the 
owner of the redoubtable Ruth and I were talking about old times over a cigar 
and glass of “the cratur,” and Talluded to the above incident. “ Max, pass the 
water, old man,” my friend remarked after a brief pause ; ‘this whisky is 
stronger than I thought.” Idid so, but the glisten in his eyes did not escape 
my notice. Dear old Jack, phlegmatic and matter-of-fact as you are in everyday 
life, your heart is tender asa woman’s, and I knew that it was not the potency 
of the whisky that had caused that dimness in your vision, but my passing 
allusion to the memory of our dead friend. Requiescat in pace ! 








NUMBERING FISH HOOKS. 


THERE has, says Yorest and Stream, been a movement in England, 
headed by the FISHING GAZETTE, and backed by Mr. Cholmondeley- 
Pennell, to reform the numbering of fish hooks and to get the 
different makers to unite on a common system. One maker acknow- 
ledges to three modes of numbering, as follows :— 


“ Our sneck bend hooks commence at 000 ; round, Kirby and Limerick bends 
at 00 ; Sproat’s and Pennell’s bends at No. 1,” and adds that the No. 1 of the 
various shapes are about equal in size, but does not say how nearly they approxi- 
mate. It seems that the Redditch No. 1 hook is the No. 12 under the Kendal 
system, while the No. 6 becomes No. 7 and the No. 10 becomes No. 3, &c. 
See here is a chance for reformation, but the day of accomplishment seems 

istant. 

It was proposed to have all hooks number upward from the smallest, thus : 
000, 00, 0, 1, 2, 3, &e., up to the largest sizes. This method will allow of 
additions at either end, should larger or smaller hooks be made, and would 


soon become familiar, It is already in use by one firm, and perhaps professional 
rivalry prevents others from adopting it. Certain it is that in answer to circu- 
lars sent out by the Fisurnc GAzerre to the principal makers of hooks seven 
firms replied, and six of these say it would be “ impossible” for them to make the 
change. This is what might be expected from men engaged in any business in 
which they have sale for their goods to those who are familiar with their labels, 
and what more do they want? Anglers and fishermen must have hooks, and 
will buy them if there are no numbers at all on the packages, as they could 
select what they want by the eye, but the more intelligent anglers desire that 
all hooks of one size shall bear the same number. As one of them puts it: 
“Tmagine for a moment all the gunmakers in England numbering the bores of 
guns each according to his own particular fancy.” 

We are in hearty sympathy with this movement, for it affects America as 
much as it does England, and we are sorry to see the trade so conservative, to 
put it mildly. It striks us that the claim of the makers that a new system of 
numbering is ‘‘ impossible,” merely means that they are indifferent to this pro- 
posed reform, because it would cause them some slight trouble. A way out of 
this difficulty would be to adopt some uniform system for labelling hooks, and 
then for convenience add below the numbers, in parenthesis, ‘‘ Old numbers——.” 
Within a few years the new system would gradually come into use and the old 
ones would die. The adoption of a standard for reel plates by the National Rod 
and Reel Association in this country has worked well. Most all reels now con- 
form to it and only a fewrural makers adhere to their individual standard. Let 
the hook makers meet and agree to adopt a uniform standard and to use double 
labels as long as may be necessary, and anglers the world over will feel grateful . 





HOW FRIEND H. WENT FISHING FOR BREAM AND 


CAUGHT A POPE. 


IT is now many years ago that I was on a visit to some friends at 
Collingham, or as‘it-is sometimes called Long Collingham, Notts, 
but more correctly South Collingham and North Collingham (for 
there are two parishes), when, just as I had sat down to enjoy some 
fried gudgeon cooked by good old Mrs. B. in her best manner, who 
should come bouncing in to pay his respects but my old friend H., 
and before I could utter a word he thus addressed me : 

“By Jove! here’s a chance for you at last, old man. I have just left that 
cunning ‘ Binkey’ and Joe T. laden with bream. They have left the fish dead ‘ on,’ 
and no mistake. The place is well baited with worms ; they are not going to 
fish again this week, and if we get there by daybreak to-morrow we shall take 
at least a hundredweight.” ‘Well, just sit down, my friend, and help me to 
polish off some of these gudgeon—they are delicious—and let me hear more 
about this wonderful take.” “Four stone each, my dear boy, if they hada 
pound.” “Did you see the fish?” ‘I not only saw the fish, but I saw them 
take five or six just before they left. Besides, Joe T. told me that the hole 
was alive with them this morning, and that they were splashing, plunging, and 
tumbling about like so many porpoises, huge fellows with their backs sticking 
out of the water. ‘ Lawks, sir,’ he said, ‘the place was alive with ’em !’” ‘ Where 
did they take them?” “ At the flags.” ‘‘ Did they have the cob boat?” “They 
did. I rowed them up to Collingham Ferry.” ‘‘ And did you mark the spot ?” 
“Yes, toa yard.” “I do not think much of it.” “Not think much of it? Why 
you must be mad!” “Thanks; have you noticed what a change there has 
been in the weather since this morning, my friend? The wind has dropped, 
there is scarcely a breath of air, the earth is full of moisture from the recent 
rains, and, depend upon it, there will be a heavy mist.”* ‘‘ Mist be bothered ! 
it is as clear as crystal. Well, if ever I put you up to a good thing again may I 
be shot!” ‘Nonsense, man; have a few more gudgeon.” “Thanks.” “ All 
right, eh ?” “Prime ; what a cook Mrs. B.is! But you must come.” ‘ What 
time shall you start?” “2.30 sharp.” “ Very good, I will be ready ; though I 
feel certain it will be as hot asan oven. I have been caught at this game before. 
Mark me, after the mist has gone we shall not hear a whisper amongst the 
reeds, ‘nor a rustle amongst the flags, not a bulrush will be swaying, not a leaf 
will be stirring—I feel certain there will not be a ripple on the Trent, and that 
is saying a good deal ; in short, the water will be like a sheet of glass and as 
warm as new milk.” ‘“ What a Job’s comforter youare! I presume the water 
will not be as warm as new milk at 3 o'clock in the morning.” “I quite agree 
it will probably be a little too chilly ; and, another thing, we shall not be able to 
see our floats if there is a heavy mist.” ‘ No matter, the fish are there—of that 
Iam certain ; there is no mistake. Now, remember 2.30 sharp,” said H., as he 
started off home, delighted at the prospect before him. 

Ah, me! I often think fish are extremely like the female sex : you never know 
where to have them, and there is often much to suffer between the rise of hope 
and realisation of disappointment in matters piscatorial. To proceed. About 
half-past three the followmg morning, my friend H. and self might have been 
seen seated in the old “cobble” light legering for our old friend, the bream, for 
it was impossible to see a float. Everything had turned out as I predicted ; it 
was exceedingly unpleasant and chilly, everything was in a state of drip, the 
mist was extremely dense, and our coats were smethered with minute water- 
globules, and everything was covered with these liquid pearls ; the heavy, cling- 
ing fog seemed to wrap round you like a garment and chill you to the bone: 
Although the water was slightly discoloured, we used fine tackle and baited with 
the tail end of a lob. As time went on the heavy mist began to “lift” off the 
river, and as well-known and familiar objects that had been completely hidden 
from view gradually began to develope themselves it could only be compared to 
the wonderful changes that take place in the transformation scene in a pantomime. 
I was completely absorbed in watching these marvellous and kaleidoscope-like 
changes, when H. suddenly bawled out, “A tug at your rod-top, by all that’s 
comical |” 

“Tam not to be had quite so easily as that, Master Tom ; why, you can scarcely 
see it.” “I thought you were asleep.” ‘Oh dear no, and if I were I could 
feel the bite of a 2oz. flounder.” Everything was as still as death, and with the 
exception of the mournful low of cattle to be occasionally heard in the distance, 
not asound fell upon the ear. The water, as predicted, was like a sheet of 
glass, and when the sun had burst through the dense vapour looking like a globe 
of molten silver, and the mist had cleared, for some time the river steamed like 
horses after a long journey ona muggy, damp evening. There was no splashing 
and plunging of the big bream, so graphically described by friend H.; not 
a fish was to be seen or heard. H. could not make it out for the life of him, 
We had tried several different kinds of worms, and broken up a considerable 
number and carefully thrown the pieces around our baits, but all to no purpose. 
rie! H., in sheer desperation, said, “ Well, I be hanged if this don’t beat cock- 

ghting!” 

“Not at all, my friend,” I exclaimed ; “they have merely shifted their 
quarters, and have probably gone over to the hole opposite, underneath yon 
broken bank.” “Shall we try there?” “No good ; we cannot fix the boat— 
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impossible. Besides, I am sick of it.” A splendid roach-hole this in winter, 
just at the corner of the Rod Holt, said Holt running down to, and ending, 
opposite Besthorpe Staithe. Depend upon it, my friend, when you see bream 
playing these pranks at this time of the year they are looking out for new 
quarters. I have seen precisely the same thing occur in the Thames. As H. 
sat on the prow of the boat, wearily watching his rod-top, he looked the very 
picture of despair, disgust, and disappointment. The clock of Carlton Church 
had just chimed the hour of nine when I bawled out, “I saw your rod-top 
shake, Harry!” “Nonsense ! I know better. By Jupiter ! you are right ; he is 
off with it,” and there was the slightest movement of the line. He instantly 
struck, but there was such a slight resistance that I said, “‘ Bah! you’ have 
missed him.” ‘“ I wish to goodness I had,” replied H., as he pulled up a wretched 
Tommy Ruff. “This is a little too much, old:friend; I’m off home!” “ Stay 
a little longer, old fellow.” “Not another minute.” And packing up our 
traps, we got the captain of the barge. Nancy (whose boat, drawn: by three 
horses, was creeping up the river towards us) to leave the cobble at the Ferry, 
and made the best of our way home, sadder and wiser men. A. 
ul, 
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TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXIX, 


By W. Murpocu. 
(Continued from page 276.) 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE LOCGHS: STRATH HALLADALE, 


LOcH ACHRAIN OR ACRON.—This nice little loch lies to the north- 
north-east of Loch na Seilge, from which it is separated by a level 
stretch of moorland. The distance between the two is under a mile, 
and from either Loch na Caorach or Loch na Seilge the angler can 
easily walk to Loch Acron in 15 minutes. This is a very well-fed 
loch, and its trout afford excellent sport. Great success is frequently 
achieved by anglers. The daily average take for the season is seldom 
below 18, and some years it is up to 20Ib. The best sport is usually 
obtained in June and July, but earlier or later according to the season, 
the results, when fayourable weather is experienced, are seldom 
disappointing. : é, 

In fishing this loch, and all the rest in which .pink-fleshed trout abound, the 
angler should contrive to make a start by half-past nine o'clock, as the forenoon 
is, without a doubt, the choicest part of the day. .The loch carries a boat, which 
is provided, free of charge, for the use of his visitors by the hotel-keeper at 
Forsinard. When the wind is very suitably airted for sport being obtained, 
most of the best yielding parts of the loch-can be fished by drifting. On very 
rough days the boat should be kept on the weather shore, and just sufficiently 
far out to enable the angler to fish in the ripple between the calm water and 
the high wave. Of course the depth of the water is a consideration, but one is 
never wrong in fishing where the trout are rising most freely to the flies blown 
in from tke moor. 

The loch is a moderately early one ; it is compact, about a mile and a half in 
circumference, and four of its six bays are noted for yielding particularly well. 
The trout are pinkish-fleshed, of good quality, and run about three to the pound ; 
and although they are not so firm or uniform in size as the Loch na Seilge trout, 





and but few of them weigh over a pound, still they are very nice sporting fish. | 


Route from Forsinard Hotel : same as. to Loch na Caorach, which see. 
loch is the only other loch of any note on this side of the Halladale. 


Caol 


The lochs of most importance on the western side of the basin of the | 


Halladale are Loch nan Gall, Loch, nam Breac, Loch Cricach, and Lochan 
Crosgagh. 

Locu NAN GALL is a pretty good angling loch. It is fished by wading, for 
which it is well adapted. Therun of sport is from 10lb. to 17Ib. per rod daily ; 
and the months of June, July, and August are the best. 
four to the 1lb.; but at times a better average—say, three. to the 1lb.—is 
obtained. In itself, as well as-by insect life from the moor, the loch is well fed, 
the trout are game and of good quality ; but comparatively few of them ever 
attain more than lb. in weight:. The fishing is free to visitors at Forsinard 
Hotel. Route from that place: Hire eight miles (down Strath, Halladale), 


cross the river at the wooden bridge, then walk half an hour to three-quarters. | 


Of two small lochs—Loch na h Eaglaise Beag and Loch na h Eaglaise More— 
which lie respectively one mile and one and a quarter mile distant from Loch nan 
Gall, it is said that they swarmed with fine trout 60 years ago ; but no trout 
are now caught in them—at least, they never show to the fly, not even to the 
famous Zulu. The “auld fowk” of the Strath say that the trout all died in a 
single night, and that the shores were strewn and the waters covered with dead 
fish the following morning. The cause of the mortality was never rightly ascer- 
tained, and, as the successive attempts which have since been made to stock 
the waters anew have resulted in failure, so far as can be seen, anglers may as 
well expect to find sport in a dubh loch as in either of the Eaglaise lochs. 

Loc Nam Breac affords good sport. It lies to the west north-west of 
Forsinard, and to reach it from that place necessitates a five-mile tramp across 
the moor. It is quitea third larger than Loch nan Gall, being almost one and 
three-quarter miles in circumference, nearly three-quarters of a mile in length, 
and fully a quarter of a mile wide at the widest part. Several parts of it are prett 
deep. The largest trout weigh about 3lb.; but those of the average size eae 
considerably less—little more, perhaps, than ib. On a good day an 18lb, 
basket may be made quite, easily. The usual catch, is from,12Ib.to 15lb. ; 
seldom below the former figure unless the weather is wretched, or the angler fishes 
but a very short time. The trout are rather whitish fleshed ; but they fully make 
up in respect of the sport which they show for what they lack in quality. As 
this loch contains capital feeding, the innkeeper at Forsinard intends to put into 
it every year a number of trout from Loch Clach na Gall ; and if his experi- 
ments prove successful, the fishing is certain to improve greatly in the course of 
a few years. 

Locu Crocacu lies five miles due west of Forsinard, and its superfluent 
waters are received by Loch nam Breac. A pretty large sheet of moorland 
water, dark and gloomy, it is presumably from twenty to thirty fathoms deep in 
several places. It has numerous fine bays, little indentations into the moor, 
and, to appearance, seems very trouty ; yet, strange to say, it affords but in- 
different sport, and is consequently in little repute. It is open to the public, 
and the only way anglers residing at Forsinard can reach itis by tramping across the 
moor, It does not carry a boat, and a few black-coloured trout are all that can 
be got by fishing from the shore. The natives affirm that large black trout 
frequent, and have been seen sporting in, its waters ; but no captures of such 
trout have ever been effected by means of rod and fly, and it is very question- 
able if trolling would succeed any better. The loch is too remote to be reached, 
with comfort, and as the trout indigenous to it areso small and of poor quality, 
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the landlord of Forsinard Hotel is of opinion that any attempt on his part to 
Bee it with a better kind of trout would be a very unprofitable under- 
ing. 

_Locn’an Crosgagu.—Yearly, for several years back, the hotel-keeper at For- 
sinard has been stocking this and another small loch near by with the finest kind 
of trout to be got in the district. ‘The experiment has proved singularly success- 
ful. A good many of the trout put in three years ago are now almost 2b. in 
weight, and in a couple of years or so from this date it is expected that capital 
sport will be got, as all the trout seem to be thriving remarkably well. Both 
lochs are conveniently near, being only about 2} miles from the hotel by the 
moorland route, which, for aroute of this kind, is an easy one to walk. Out on 
the moor to the north of the hotel these two lochs adjoin several lochans, or 
mountain tarns, and both were entirely troutless up to the time that the stock- 
ing operations were begun. Now, however, they are pretty fairly plenished, 
and the hotel-keeper intends, year by year for several years longer, to introduce 
into them a number of as fine sporting trout as he can possibly obtain. The 
fact that the trout already put in have grown so rapidly is evidence that there is 
abundance of bottom food, let alone the supply of insect life wafted from the 
moor by the wind.. Being so very small and near at hand, both lochs will have 
to be fished by wading, as the hotel-keeper considers that the only way to guard 
against their ruin by over-fishing is to’ withhold the use of a boat. Tho one 
loch is connected by the Ewe burn, and the other by the Dyke water, with the 
river Halladale. The country is bare and moorland. Rod season for the lochs 
of the district: January 12 to September 10. Route: By Highland Railway, 
from Inverness to Forsinard ; hotel 100 yards off.. Or from Aberdeen to Wick 
or Thurso by steamer, thence per rail. Old Donald Gunn, of Dalhalvaig, is a 
most reliable boatman and gillie ; he knows the name of every killing fly, and 
can speak in the language of our first parents with native grace. 

The lochs connected with the basin of the Halladale and attached to Forsinard 
Hotel are almost all early, several of those containing pink-fleshed trout being 
notably so—indeed, quite as early, if notearlier, than any in the county. The 
best lochs are certain, and the sport obtained with their trout is first-rate. As 
already noticed, the hotel-keeper has been stocking several of the poorer-yield- 
ing lochs with trout of superior sporting and edible qualities, and to make his 
establishment an even more favourite resort than it is, he is to carry on the 
operations from year to year, paying in the first place particular attention to 
those lochs near at hand which are most abundantly provided with food for the 
fish, and from or into which flow nice small streams containing plenty of good 
spawning ground. In stocking he never introduces fry or trout other than from 
lochs where they grow to a large size, and are gamesome and pink-fleshed. He 
is to make a note of the angling results, and if any loch shows a marked falling 
off for a whole season he is to re-stock it to a certain extent before the com- 
mencement of the next spawning time. 





CONDITION OF SALMON IN OCTOBER IN THE TAW AND 
TORRIDGE DISTRICT. 


Tr net fishermen for salmon in the Taw and Torridge fishery district wish to 
get an extension of the net-fishing season, on the ground that perfectly clean fish 
were to be taken much later than they were permitted to take them. Mr. 
Garvice, of Northam, near Barnstaple, who presented a memorial for the 
fishermen to the Board of Conservators, stated that “the men were quite willing 
to leave the question of the cleanness of the fish to the inspector who shall be 
sent down, and will abide by his decision on all matters.” 

Accordingly Mr, A, D. Berrington, Chief Inspector of Fisheries, visited the 
Taw and Torridge district on the 29th and 30th of October last for the purpose 
of ascertaining the condition of the salmon at that time of year. His report is so 
interesting that we subjoin some extracts from it :— 


“In asking the Board to accede to Mr. Garvice’s application for permission to 
make a test catch of salmon on the following day, I pointed out that whatever 
might be the condition of the: fish at this season of the year, there were many 
other considerations which would have to be taken into account on determining 
the proper close season, and that the Board of Trade in directing me to attend 
had in no way committed itself to an approval of a by-law such as was desired, 
even if the result of the investigation should correspond with the anticipation of 
the memorialists. 

“ Captain Shepherd was good encugh to furnish me with a rod fish, which he 
had taken near Umberleigh, in the Taw, some four miles above the tideway, 
about an hour and a half before the meeting. Being the only fish he hadlanded, 
it was not a selected specimen. I examined it in the presence of representatives 
of all parties. It was a female, weighing 17lb., and to a superficial observer was 
a good-looking fish, considering the season, but the thickness was below, and not 
on the back, and: the vent protruded. On opening it, I found the roe in a for- 
ward state, and already soft. It weighed 2}lb. The pyloric appendages were 
absolutely devoid of fat. The body after the removal of the roe was thin. 
Altogether the fish was utterly unfit for the market. 

“ The Rey. T. W. Whale brought with him to the meeting the roe of one 
female and the milt of three male fish, taken above Umberleigh, on the Taw. 
The fish was not produced, which detracts from the technical value of the 
evidence, but it was stated that the female fish was estimated at 10lb. The roe 
weighed 2lb., and was very slightly more advanced than that in Capt. Shepherd’s 
fish. The male fish was stated to have been weighed and measured, and to have 
proved to be respectively 101b,.120z. in weight, 3lin. in-length, 17in. in girth ; 
9b. 120z. in weight, 31in. in length, 153in. in girth ; and 5]b. 80z. in weight, 26in. 
in length, 12in. in girth. Lonly weighed the largest milt, as it was impossible to 
connect the other two with the fish te which they had belonged. If this is 
ascribed to the largest fish, we have—salmon 102lb., milt, 11b. 6o0z. 

“The roe of several other fish which had been seized at the Barnstaple 
Station of the London and South-Western Railway on the 20th October was also 
produced to me. It had been salted in order to preserve it for my inspection, 
and as its weight was not taken until seven days after that of the fish, it must 
have shrunk too much to afford a true test. I, however, examined the ova, and 
found them in some instances even more advanced than those of the two pre- 
vious fish. Out of seven females it would appear that two were in good con- 
dition, one, or possibly two, in moderate condition, and three very far advanced 
in spawn, There was no direct evidence of the place where these fish were 
killed, but under all the circumstances the only reasonable inference is that they 
were taken in the tidal waters of the Taw and Torridge Fishery District. 

“On the following day I saw the ‘test catch’ taken at the Chivnor Draft below 
Appledore in the estuary of the joint rivers. Every circumstance concurred to 
favour the obtaining of fish in the best possible condition, The previous floods 
would have drawn the stale fish to the upper waters, and none but recent 
arrivals from the sea might be expected to remain. The place chosen was far 
down in the tideway, and one of the lowest drafts in the district. 

“Three nets were shot simultaneously, and prodyced in one draft of each 
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twelve fish, averaging very nearly 20lb. Of these, one—the largest—was a good 
deal discoloured, and another slightly so, the remaining ten being brilliant in 
colour. The fishermen considered that they could not have obtained specimens 
more favourable to their views. It was evident that we had fallen in witha 
shoal of fish which had only just entered the river from the open sea. When, 
however, after taking the fish up at Appledore, I opened them in the presence 
of a large number of persons and produced from them a quantity of roe and 
milt, it became evident to all that a favourable report could not be expected. 
‘“‘ Seven female fish were opened with the following result :— 


No. 1, weight of fish 14}1b., weight of roe, 1lb. 10oz. 
9 i| 


2. i. 1941b., a lb. 120z, 
3: a 251b., 3 2lb. 5oz. 
4, * 201b., 9 2lb. Ooz. 
5, 1941b., 2lb. 100z. 
6, ¥ 211b., > 3lb. Ooz. 
7 16lb., s lb, 140z. 


“ Five male fish showed the following result :— 


No, 8, weight of fish 201b., weight of milt, Olb. 14o0z, 
9, ‘ 171b., G Olb. Loz. 

10, re 301b., ¥ llb. 4oz. 
11; . 231b., « Olb, 14oz. 
12, 5 11lb., 5 Olb. 802, 


“There was a slight glaze of fat on the pyloric appendages of Nos. 2, 8, 9, and 
10, but not enough to be seen when the intestines were once opened out. The 
remainder were absolutely without it. The roe was soft and broke up easily. 
The condition of the whole corresponded entirely with that of the fish of other 
rivers of the Bristol Channel, which are acknowledged to be properly closed for 
netting on the 1st September. [This district is not closed until the 21st September. ] 
They formed part of the run of large autumn fish which furnishes the best 
portion of the spawners, and on the preservation of which the maintenance of 
the fisheries principally depends. The next run would be one of what are here 
called St. Andrew’s fish—elsewhere known as greenbacks, blue polls, blue cocks, 
&e.—of about half the size, and amongst the latest spawners. 

“ Advanced in spawn as the fish taken were, it must be remembered that they 
were the best specimens that could possibly have been obtained. The fish which 
had already passed up the rivers must have been in much worse condition ; but 
if the nets at Appledore continued in use later than at present, the fixed engines 
above would necessarily be permitted to be so likewise. 

“The result of my investigation shows conclusively that the condition of the 
salmon in the Taw and Torridge district is not such as to warrant an extension 
of the fishing season. Of the peel, which must also be considered, I saw nothing, 
but it was stated that they had all gone up to spawn. Into the other serious 
reasons against such an extension I am not now called upon to enter. Some of 
them have already been referred to in the reports of my predecessors.—I have, 
&e., (Signed) “A. D. BERRINGTON, 

‘“‘ Chief Inspector of Fisheries.” 





A SPECIMEN—HOOKING A BIG FISH. 


COMMEND us, says the American Angler, to the recording secretary 
of the “ Liars’ Club,” the exploits of which are recorded from time 
to time in the New York Times. He does not stoop to overesti - 
mating the weight of a fish by a modest pound or two, nor limit his 
fertility of description to doubling a score, but boldly wings his way 
into the great wonderland of angling experiences. We quote him 
in full :— 


When the Liars’ Club assembled for its last weekly meeting everyone noticed 
that Professor Snodgrass, the worthy secretary, wore a disturbed appearance. He 
glanced about the room nervously, as if looking for some avenue of escape. 
There was perspiration on his brow, and he mopped it off occasionally with his 
silk handkerchief. 

“What is the subject for this evening ?” inquired President Weir. 

“ Hum—hum—well—the subject,” said Professor Snodgrass, trembling visibly, 
‘‘is—ah—well—that is, you see, the committee have had some difficulty in find- 
ing subjects.” 

“ T suppose they have found one, haven’t they ?” asked the president. 

“Oh, yes, they have found one—that is, a sort of one.” 

“Well, what is it?” 

“T trust the club will be lenient with the committee,” said the secretary, 
swabbing away another freshet of perspiration. 

“We will, we will,” cried the club, like a chorus of conspirators in a comic 
opera. 

“Well, the subject,” said the secretary, “ is—it is—well, ‘ Fishing. 

The Professor ducked his head suddenly. 

es was a dead silence for several moments, and then John Hart arose and 
said— 

“We do not see anything dreadful in that. 
announcing it ? ” 

“T thought,” replied the Professor, in a tone of great relief, “ that someone 
was going to fling an ink bottle at me.” 

‘Well, now that your mind is easy on that point,” said the president, “ sup- 
pose you tell us who is to tell the yarn ?” 

“ Judge Nicklebury, sir.” 

‘Will Judge Nicklebury please step forward ? ” 

A short fat man, with a bald head and a very red nose, advanced to ‘the epen 
space in front of the president’s table. He took off his glasses, polished them 
with his handkerchief, heaved a sigh, and thus began. 

“The story which I am about to tell you isa beautiful illustration of the evil 
that may befall a man who goes fishing on the Sabbath day. It wasa beautiful 
Sunday morning in the delightful month of September, when two friends and 
myself sat on the beach at Seabright and gazed out upon the ‘ many-dimpled 
deep.’ Ahem! That is from Alschylus. We gazed at the lazy surf and the 
glassy surface of the water, and the more we gazed the more we admired. Sud- 
denly we saw ripples on the bosom of the sea, and then flashes like sparkling 
Silver. Henry, one of my friends, said there was a school of fish there, and John, 
the other, agreed with him. They were in the majority, so I made it unani- 
mous by adding the weight of my judicial opinion to theirs, at the same time 
remarking that fishing was a noble sport. My friends assented to this proposi- 
tion, and we decided that so good a sport should not be neglected on so favour- 
able a day. ‘There isa tide which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune ’— 
Shakespeare. We procured a surf-boat. some lines, and some bait, and started 
out. My friends were expert surfmen, so we had m9 trouble in making our 
way through the breakers, 


”” 


Why were you so backward about 
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“ We rowed out about a mile, and began to fish. At first we caught 
only a few black fish and an occasional porgy ; but soon we saw signs of a 
school of bluefish, and rowed toward it. We had caught about half a dozen 
when suddenly Henry said : 

‘““« Oh, I've got an enormous fish on my line !’ ; 

‘“‘ At the same moment John made the same announcement. Just as I was 
about to go to them to help them I found that I had a big bite myself. ‘ Master, I 
marvel how the fish live in the sea’—Shakespeare. I marvelled still more when 
I found that I could not haul in my fish. Instead of that he began to haul me. 
The others were treated the same way. 

“Tie your line,’ said Henry, ‘and the brute will pull till he tires himself 
out.’ 

“We all tied our lines, and the next thing we knew the boat began to move 
through the water. It went faster and faster, until it was bounding over the 
waves and the foam was flying past us in silver clouds. We thought it great 
sport at first, but when the‘ last dark head of land slid down behind the purple 
sea ’—Joaquin Miller—we began to be alarmed. That is, John and I did. We 
proposed to untie the lines, let the fish go, and row for the shore. Henry, how- 
ever, would not hear of such a thing. He was sure we had three of the biggest 
fish ever seen and was determined to catch them. For my part I thought a 
whale had our hooks and was sure that he had caught us. On and on we went. 
Night fell and up rose the moon. ‘The devil’s in the moon for mischief ’— 
Byron. There was mischief in that moon, anyhow, for it seemed to laugh at 
us as we went tearing over the crested waves. 

“Day broke and still we were going. It was too late to think of going back, 
so we determined to go on even to the bitter end. Towards noon our speed 
began to slacken, and suddenly we stopped. There we were, far out on the 
ocean, without a thing to eat and, what was worse, with nothing to drink, and 
no way of getting home. Henry proposed to try and haul in the fish. They 
must be tired out, he thought, and we could eat them. We tried to haul them 
in, but it was no use. They were too heavy. Suddenly Henry rubbed his eyes, 
and exclaimed : 

“Can it be possible ? I didn’t see that before!” 

‘‘We looked in the direction indicated, and beheld what appeared to bea 
small island. We decided to row to it and land. We did so. Judge of our 
surprise when we found it was iron! ‘There are more things in heaven and 
earth than are dreamed of in your philosophy, Horatio’—Shakespeare. We 
landed on this iron island, and then Henry, who had been very thoughtful, 
said : 

“ «This must be the famous submarine boat Nautilus, commanded by Capt. 
Nemo, and written of by Jules Verne.’ 

“No sooner had he said the words than a hitherto unseen trap-door opened 
and a man’s head appeared. ‘It’s an ancient mariner, and he stoppeth one of 
three ’—Coleridge. He addressed Henry. 

“My good friend, will you and the gentlemen with you step down below and 
have a little breakfast ? ’ 

“ We needed no second invitation, but followed the stranger into the recesses 
of his curious vessel. He led us to a spacious saloon, lighted by electricity, 
where we regaled ourselves with a splendid meal. When we had finished, the 
stranger said : 

“Who I am you will learn later. You are now 800 miles from the nearest 
land. You were fishing off the coast of New Jersey when your lines became 
entangled in the outer works of my vessel, and you became my unwilling cap- 
tives. I have not towed you out here for mere sport, but for business.’ 

“ And pray, sir, what are we to understand by this ?’ asked Henry. 

‘“‘¢- You shall know that in good time. This vessel is, as you supposed, the 
Nautilus.’ 

“¢ And you,’ exclaimed Henry, ‘ are——’ 

“ «Not Capt. Nemo,’ said the stranger quietly. 

“Then he went to a bookcase, took down a book, and holding it toward us, 
said : 

“Gentlemen, you are 800 miles from your homes. Your families are adver- 
tising in the newspapers for you. Your wives and children are weeping and 
wailing. Your friends are beginning to look over your accounts and talk about 
Canada. Do you wish to go back to your homes ? 

“<We do,’ we said. 

“¢Then subscribe at once for ‘ Santrick’s North American Cook Book,’ the 
cheapest and most comprehensive domestic encyclopedia of practical culinary 
knowledge ever issued ; 7,000 copies sold the first day of publication ; no family 
should be without one ; I am the sole authorised agent for the Atlantic Ocean. 
I have you in my power, gentlemen. Do you subscribe?’ 

“<«T suppose I need hardly say that we did. ‘ All’s well that ends well.’— 
Shakespeare.” 








STocKING OPERATIONS IN THE R1IvER Esk,—Mr. A. G. Anderson, of Messrs. Johu 
Anderson and Sons, Edinburgh, last week very handsomely presented the Esk (Mid- 
Lothian) Angling Improvement Association with some 30,000 salmon-fry for distribu- 
tion in the waters of the river Esk, The ova from which the fry were reared came from 
the river Tay, being part of a grant made by the Tay Fishery Board to Mr, Ander- 
son in connection with his fish-breeding establishment at Linlithgow Loch. The 
eggs were taken from ripe fish on 28th to 29th December of last year, and, after 
careful impregnation, were on the same dates trained to Mr. Anderson’s establish- 
ment where, with trifling loss, they were placed in the hatching-boxes. The water 
running through these was kept, during the period of incubation, at an average 
temperature of 42 degrees, the eggs hatching out in from 90 to 100 days, and pro- 


ducing strong and healthy alevins, After absorption of the yolk sack the fry were 
raw liver, 


transferred to specially-provided rearing-tanks, and fed on 
grated to a fine pulp. At the time of the starting of the asso- 
ciation, Myr. Anderson promised a _ gift of young salmon, and on 


Wednesday and Thursday of last week, fulfilled same by sending, under the 
direction of his manager, Mr, Hay, to Eskbank and Penicuik, in all, five carrying 
tanks, each containing from 5,000 to 6,000 fry. The tanks were constructed of 
galvanised iron, with the side compartments filled with crushed ice, keeping the fish 
quite fresh and lively in transit, Three tanks were sent to the South Esk—the fry 
in two of these being placed in the clear waters within the Arniston policies, and 
those in the third being placed lower down within the Newbattle policies. The 
other two tanks went to the North Esk—the fish in the one being placed in a fine 
running stream within Penicuik House grounds, and those in the other being put 
into clear waters adjacent to the river, within Melville Castle grounds, Spots were 
selected for placing the fry so far as possible affording shelter and hides, and near to 
the mouths of smaller streams. The various proprietors gave ready permission and 
every facility in conveying the tanks. Within the next few days Mr. Anderson 
hopes to send a similar large consignment of salmon fry to the waters of the Tyne, 
East Lothian. His desire is to ascertain whether, by putting into the Esk and Tyne 
large lots of fry, more particularly in the upper and purer streams, the fish-bearing 
properties of the rivers named cannot be restored and increased, both for purposes 
of food supply and of sport. Mr, Anderson’s experiments speak volumes for his 
spirit of enterprise,—Scotsman, ; 
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NOTES. 


THE Committee of the Fly-Fishers’ Club have decided that the Annual Dinner 
of the Club shall be held at the Holborn Restaurant, on a date to be fixed in 
the latter part of February next. The Thursday Evening Meetings for Dis- 
cussion, &c., are now being held weekly,and the House Dinners will recommence 
on the first Thursday of December, and be repeated Monthly till the annual 
dinner takes place. It has also been decided to hold a smoking concert on the 
third Thursday in December, which, if successful, will also be repeated. 
% % * * 


Mr. J. R. Hunt writes :—‘‘Drar Sir,—I regret to find, in your introduction 
of my letter to Mr. Bambridge in last issue of ‘F. G.,’ that you say, ‘ Mr. Hunt, 
of the Piscatorial Society,’ which is incorrect. I was for several years, but 
have ceased to be, although nearly all my excursions are now taken with members 
of that society. You ask for confirmation, in “N otes,’ of the truth of 
netting near Swavesey. My friend, A. T. Ellis, Esq., treasurer of Cambridge 
Angling Association, has fished that water for years, and told me it was quite 
useless going there now on account of the netting; but I will ask him to give 
you full details. I have just had a letter from the keeper of Christchurch water 
(F, Tizard) to say that my record of 51lb. of roach in one day was beaten last 
Friday by Mr. Winter, of the Piscatorial Society, with the splendid total of 
75lb. (186 fish).—Yours truly, G. R. Hunt.” 

% % FS & S 

The Rhine salmon is a very fine specimen of the breed, and grows to a great 
weight. It may be useful to some of our readers to know that Mr. F. Zenk, of 
the Seeweise Fishery, Gemiinden-a-Main, Germany, informs us he hasa splendid 
stock of eggs bf Rhine salmen, great lake trout, and brook trout. 

* % cs 


Aultnacealagach Inn, Assynt, Sutherland; season, 1886. Number of trout 
taken, 16,000 ; weight of same, 6,005lb. ; heaviest basket for one rod, 38lb. (one 
day) ; heaviest basket for two rods, 52Ib. (one day, in one boat). A good many 
Jerox were killed last season, and it was a good year for the large trout, re- 
sembling the ferox in their habits, that abound in Calma, Veyatie, Urigill, 
Boarlan, and Awe—the lochs fished from the Aultnacealagach—which Mr. 
Murdoch recently described. 

% 3 at ae 

Anglers have also done extremely well at Aulnucealagach, which is a small 
inn at the roadside, on the road between Lairg and Loch Inver. 

* * * * 


A correspondent, who is still convinced that the definition of a fishing-rod 
usually attributed to Dr. Johnson belongs to Swift, asks us where it is to be 
found in Johnson’s writings? We cannot say, but have always had an impres- 
sion that it was one of those sarcastic definitions to be found in early editions 
of Dr. Johnson’s Dictionary. 

% % % * % 
_ Messrs, Warner and Sons, of Redditch, have in their possession “ the identical 
wooden creel used by the late ‘Dickey’ Routledge for twenty years,” and can 
make any quantity exactly the same. The firm have made inquiries about 
papier-maché, and find creels made of it would be “very expensive, no lighter, 
and not so strong as wood.” 
% & ® % * 

The following letter is from Mr. J. J. Eskil, of Chicago :—“ R. B. Marston, 
Esq., London. Drar S1r,—Inclosed I send you a circular of a novel fish-hook 
for which I control patents in England, Canada, and U.S. of America. I wish 
to sell the English patent, and if you can help me to the sale of it I will give 
you a fair commission. With your knowledge of fishing, I think you can see 
the points in favour of this combined hook and bait, and some of your friends 
may like to own this patent. I have not got the hooks ready for the market 
yet, but all who have seen the models like them very much, and think them 
better than anything yet known. Hoping that you will like to help me to sell 
this patent, for which I will give you a good commission—I am, &c., yours 
respectfully, J. J. Eskiu.” We have told Mr. Eskil that we are obliged to him 
for the offer, but that we should not imagine anyone will buy his patent bait 
for this country. It is closely allied to the old-fashioned spring snap, which 
has been ridiculed out of use among anglers as a poacher’s affair. Mr. Eskil’s 
“Norway Fish-hook ” is an artificial bait with formidable hooks concealed in it 
which spring out directly a fish takes the bait. No, Mr. Eskil ; it won't do in 
this country, and we shall be surprised if it does anywhere, unless it may be in 
large sizes for shark. 

% & Es 3 % 

A curious Christmas card comes to us from Messrs. Woodrow and Co., 18, 
Coleman-street, London. It is an ordinary luggage label, with the compliments 
of the season on one side and the following lines on the other :— 





CHRISTMAS NOTICE. 


Should I be found overcome by the Festivities 
of the Season, the Friendly Finder will much oblige 
by fastening this Label to my button-hole and 


SENDING ME HOME, 


NAME veveveer riegnoRneeobe donc Bator ae pchangnstcond fertena 
AMON GGR CE, ssccetvectosk igoaWaderi ah tdvenmces cceweras sea 


Certainly, it would be much pleasanter than being “run in” as a “drunk and 
incapable” by an unsympathising member of the “Force.” Our office-boy 
handed this card to us with a grin which was both sardonic and personal. 

* * * 





* * 


The correspondence in our columns anent trout taking bread reminds us that 
in some streams, where both trout and chub dwelt, and the extermination of the 
latter fish was determined upon, pellets of bread, made up with a certain amount 
of Indian bean, have been used to bring about the desired effect. The theory 
is, that the chub eat the bread, float to the top in a stupefied condition, and can 
be caught by the score with a landing-net, while the trout—the knowing trout 
—let the deadly pellets float by, and chuckle when they see them eagerly 
swallowed by their arch enemies, the chub. That is the theory, and we have 
heard of several instances where it worked well in practice. If, however, trout 


| best medium for presenting the bait to the fish. 
o % & 


will occasionally eat bread—as a rule, we feel certain they will not do so—it will 
be far better to get rid of the chub by some other means, 
% % * ® tt 
Our remarks last week on paternoster-fishing seem to have appeared at the 
right moment, for unless we have another change of the weather some notable 
takes of jack and perch should be made. The two conditions under which these 
fish feed best are both present—frosty nights, and the water clearing. 
* * * * 


In two or three weeks’ time, given no rain, the Thames and Lea will have become 
so clear that perch and jack-fishing may fall off considerably. When such is 
the case anglers should turn their attention to chub. It is always a marvel to 
us how comparatively few men fish for chub in winter, yet these fish are always 
to be caught easiest when jack, perch, and roach are most difficult of capture— 
that is, when the water is low and bright. The most successful methods of 
chub-fishing have been repeatedly explained in these pages, so that it is hardly 
necessary for us to add anything more on the subject. Pith and brains form 
the best bait and ground-bait respectively, and Nottingham float-tackle is the 


us it 


One great trouble anglers who fish in the Nottingham style have in winter is 
the sticking of the line to the rod. This is caused by the rod becoming damp 
from the moisture in the air, and there is no way we know of to overcome this 
except to have special rings made to project some distance from the red. Of 
course, if the line is kept from touching the rod it cannot stick to it. Some- 
thing might be done to render the line less absorbent of the water than 
it is at present. An ordinary oil or indiarubber solution would be no use, for 
lines dressed after these methods do not run with sufficient freedom for Not- 
tingham fishing. But there are mixtures in which sugar of lead holds an im- 
portant place, used for waterproofing hunting coats and, once upon a time, 
ladies’ cloaks. They would, no doubt, make a line very wet-resisting for a 
time ; but whether they would weaken it or not we cannot say. Perhaps some 
of our readers will try the experiment. Any discovery which would enable 
anglers to use Nottingham tackle in wet weather would receive a warm welcome 
from the angling community. Our correspondent, “ Watchet,” a Yorkshire 
gentleman who fishes or shoots three hundred days a year, could help us, per- 
haps, as regards the sugar of lead business; he refers to it in connection with 
waterproofs this week. 

% A] a at 

The Thames Rights question seems fading away. No more complaints come 
to us from anglers, so we presume that the riparians have, in most cases, had 
the good sense not to trouble further in the matter, giving up any attempt to 
inforce their visionary rights as hopeless. Others have, no doubt, seen that if 
any general attempt were made to stop angling in the Thames the outcry would 
be so great that there would have to be legislation on the subject, and these see 
that in their own interests they had better keep quiet. What the riparians prob- 
ably will endeavour to do will be to encroach slowly and almost imperceptibly 
on the public rights, getting a small piece of water here and a smell piece there. 
All Thames anglers should keep a keen watch for this sort of thng, and at 
once report any instances of the kind in this and other public journals. The 
public would lose many rights but for the publicity given to their wrongs in 
the newspapers. F 

* * a * ae 

Two new materials are being used to cover the handles of rods—at least, the 
materials are pretty nearly as old as the hills, but they have not, so far as we 
know, been before used for the purpose. We refer to pigskin and plaited 
whalebone. The first should make a very comfortable handle ; but the last 
should be the most durable. It is frequently seen on the handles of riding- 
whips, and is almost everlasting. We should think leather ought to be treated 
in some way to render it waterproof and non-absorbent before it is put on 
fishing-rod handles. 

* * * * * 

We would advise anglers to lay in their stock of flies Gf on eyed-hooks) now. 
We know, from sad experience, that there is a great run on the makers directly 
the season commences, and to get flies tied to pattern sometimes takes several 
weeks—or, rather, the angler doesn’t get them for that duration of time, which 
comes to the same thing. 

* a ae ae 

It will be seen, from an advertisement, that a company has been formed, 
called the Anglo-Norwegian Ice Company Limited (capital, £100,000), for 
the purpose of supplying and dealing in natural ice. The Norwegian ice 
trade with Great Britain is rapidly increasing. In 1880 we imported 178,749 
tons, while in 1885 the amount rose to nearly 300,000 tons. Even in the 
mildest winter there is always ice on the Norwegian lakes, and as £1 per ton 
in London to £5 in Constantinople are considered low prices, it is evident 
there is room for a good profit. Ice melts away, and so generally does money 
put into new companies ; but in this case it seems to us there is every chance 
of a genuine success, The fact that Mr. Towell, one of the largest fish- 
mongers in London, who ought to know something about ice by this time, is 
one of the directors certainly speaks well for the affair. 

* * ae 

Weare sorry to hear that Mr. Tom Harris, of Gloucester, well-known to many 

of our readers, is very serious ill. 





NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. 


Tue following is a weekly list of New Sporting Patents specially compiled 

for the FisHInG GazETTE by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 

and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 

tion may be obtained :— 

JOHN STRATHDEE, of St. Vincent-street, Glasgow, for “Improvements in 
Looms for Weaving Fishing-nets and other Mesh Fabrics.’” __ 

Martua CLARE CAMPBELL, of Glasgow, for ‘ Artificial Flies for Salmon and 
Trout-fishing Purposes. 





HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—The changes of temperature and weather frequently upset persons who are 
most cautious of their health, and most particular in their diet. These corrective, purifying, and gentle 
aperient Pills are the best remedy for all defective actions of the digestive organs ; they augment the 
appetite, strengthen the stomach, correct biliousness, and carry off all that is noxious from the system. 
Holloway’'s Pills are composed of rare balsams, unmixed with baser matter, and on that account are 
peculiarly well adapted for the young, delicate,and aged. As this peerless medicine has gained fame 
in the past, so will it preserve it in the future by its renovating and invigorating qualities, and its 
incapacity of doing harm. 

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some of the best fishermen of the day, All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: Point Flies 2s, 6d, per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2s, per Doztn: 
orders punctually attended to—(ADYT:) 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked OLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible, | 





ALLIANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. é 
On the 23rd inst. J. Davis weighed-in 141b. of fine roach, eight of which weighed 
over 8lb.; also 241b, of fine dace, all of which was in splendid condition—W, T, 


UNGLEY. 
AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

November 21st.—The following members weighed-in roach, gross weight, 18lb, :— 
Messrs. Medcalf, Willis, Haynes, and Robinson, jun, All are requested to settle up 
on next Wednesday for the sweepstake prize. A resolution was passed for a grant 
of 5s, to the Izaak Walton Fund, and also half a guinea to the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society—T. WORLEDGE. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of £3 5s, 

from the donation box of the Good Intent Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 


ATHENAUM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special meeting of members will be held at the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s- 
lane, W.C., on Monday, January 3, 1887. This meeting is arranged to enable members 
of other societies enrolled with the Central Association to attend more conveniently, 
and will be one of the first gatherings of anglers in the new year, in the room (now 
greatly enlarged) which has given birth to so many important movements for the 
benefit of the true followers of Izaak Walton. Mr. T. Crumplen (formerly of the 
Gresham Angling Society) will read an original essay, entitled, “The Fish of 
Another World,” which will be fully illustrated by diagrams, and made as enter- 
taining as possible. Dr. Spurgin has kindly undertaken to preside, and will take the 
chair punctually at 8 o’clock. The essay will be followed by a selection of angling 
songs and recitations by members and friends of the society who have volunteered 
their services. Several of our members have been trying their skill of late, in spite 
of adverse conditions, and in one or two instances were rewarded by excellent takes 
of roach and perch. Some friendly outings are arranged for by members during 
the next week or two, when we hope to have further successes to chronicle— 
i bd earn 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Again there was a large gathering of members and friends at the weekly meeting 
of this club on Friday, the 19th inst., Mr. Harry Dunn (the president) presiding, 
with Mr. Walter Hutchings in the vice-chair. The minutes of the previous meeting 
were submitted, confirmed, and signed. A gentleman was nominated, and will be 
duly balloted next Friday. Mr. Harry Dun presented the prizes competed for on 
the 17th inst. at Windsor. The successful competitors having appropriately 
addressed the meeting, the following gentlemen promised prizes for the next com- 
petition :—Messrs. Harry Dunn, W. Hutchins, John Smith, W. Llwellyn, W. Poole, 
and L. W. Innocent. At the conclusion of the business, Mr. A. Scott wielded the 
baton, and Ye Friars being in excellent voice, rendered selections from various 
composers to the delight of an appreciative audience. There was nothing colossal 
about the weighing-in on the 21st and 22nd inst. ; in fact, sportwas bad all round. 
On Wednesday evening, the 24th inst., the Anglers’ Association paid their promised 
yisit to Ye Friars, and in spite of the fog that enveloped London, seven societies 
answered the roll call, namely, Bermondsey Bros., Kensingtonian, St. Alban’s, St. 
George's, Savoy Bros., Rodney, City of London. The harmony was well sustained 
throughout. ‘The evening closed with “ Auld Lang Syne” by the company ; a vote 
of thanks to the chairman, vice, pianist, and visitors concluding a most enjoyable 
gathering. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2ist inst. our members fished a match for three prizes. Conditions, go 
where you please; but not to start from town until the morning of the match. 
The following were the successful competitors :—First, D. Dodson, 41b., roach ; 
second, W. Davison, 3lb. 6oz., roach and dace; third, J. Court, 2lb. 1loz., roach; 
Messrs, Conn and Frost also weighed in,—A. CONN, sec. ; 

: BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting on Friday was well attended, and some good business was got through, 
amongst it being the proposal of four gentlemen, viz., Messrs. Dracas, Reynolds, 
Seymour, and Farley to become members of this society, ballot to take place next 
week. Among the visitors, we had several members of Bland’s Black Blossom 
Minstrels, by whom we were highly entertained; any gentleman with good vocal 
ability wishing to join this popular troupe, can apply by letter to Mr. R. Bland, 
Brunswick Arms, or pay a visit on Tuesdays at 8.30. Our usual programme of sing- 
ing, &c., by the members of the B.P.S. was successfully carried out. The peg-down 
match at Woking on the 21st was a frost, not a scale was taken, though we all waited 
patiently. The tea prepared for us afterwards by the anglers’ caterer, Mr. Fox, of 
the Crown and Anchor, Woking, Surrey, made up for all disappointments, for, as 
usual, it was up to the standard of excellence for which he is noted. The next peg- 
down match will take place at Ware, on the 28th inst. ; final arrangements will be 
made on Friday. Thesupper, promoted by Messrs. H. Massey and G. Ersser took 
place on Wednesday, the 24th ult., on which occasion Mr. J. Depledge was voted to 
the chair, and Mr, H. Bryan the vice-chair ; everything was put on the table by our 
hostess, Mrs. Williams, in a most satisfactory manner, everyone agreeing with the 
secretary’s remark that it was the finest peg-down match this season. The harmony 
was supported by Messrs. Depledge, Ersser, Fisher, Dracas, Seymour, G. Bryan, Gold, 
Baker, S. Bryan, and Walter Robbins (who gave his unrivalled vocal and instru- 
mental entertainment in full rig, having just come from an engagement at Green- 
wich). The “ Anglers’ Chorus” terminated an enjoyable evening at 12,20,—STEWART 
BRYAN. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 

The fifty-fifth regular meeting of the club was held on Noy, 22nd, and there were 
present Messrs. Longley, Roebuck, G. R. Reeves, G. Reeves, R. Hall, Myall, Feecham, 
and others : Mr. Longley being in the chair. The minutes were read and confirmed. 
Mr. ©. A. Clark was elected a member of the club. The following takes were 
announced :—Mr, Roebuck, two jack, 8lb. 120z,; two perch, 1b. 50z.; ten roach, 
6lb. 40z., private water. Mr. Millbourn, roach and dace, 3lb. l4oz.; private. Mr. 
Siegenberg, jun., roach, 3lb. 7oz.; public. The winter dinner of the club. will be 
held on Thursday, Dec. 16th; tickets, 5s. each. The next smoking concert, in the 
programme of which many well-known names will be found, will be held on 
Monday, Dec. 13th. All angling friends are cordially invited—F. H, LONGLEY, 


hon. sec, 
CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The members of this club have not been exceeding busy of late, there being some 
very good home birds amongst them when the weather or water is at all unfavour- 
able for their sport. On the 21st inst. Mr. Goss had a few dace from the tideway, 
and Mr. Garratt a nice show of roach, dace, and chub from the Colne, Tuesday 
next being quarterly night, all members are requested to attend,—JACKO, 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Geo. Colls in the 
chair. Mr, F, Tregenza kindly officiated (in my absence) as secretary. Mr. Moll on 
the preceding Friday had five jack from private waters, the largest scaling 5lb ; Mr. 
J. Wood seven jack, but nothing over 3lb.; another member showed in three jack, 
the largest scaling 6lb. loz.—these formed a portion of thirteen jack taken by him 
in three days in last week. Our regular smoking concert will be held on Monday 
next, at 8.30 p.m.; committee meeting at 8. I hope we shall have a full muster of 
members and friends.—HENRY Howsgs, hon. sec. 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING CLUBS. 

At the last committee meeting it was unanimously resolved to uwecommend to the 

delegates in monthly meeting that the association subscribe to the “ Izaak Walton 





_A. Hattemore, 3lb. 3402.; J. Jeffries, 3lb. 530z. 
golden roach from the Thames, which he brought up alive-—R, GHURNEY, see, 


| Gillies, in the chair. 
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Memorial Fund,” and the matter will be brought forward next week. After the 
transaction of sundry business relative to “ visiting lists,” “Riparian claims,” c., 
the meeting, which was very fully attended, adjourned, The secretary reported 
that he had accepted an invitation from the North-Western Angling Society to be 
present at their half-yearly supper held on the 25th inst. The next delegate meeting 
will take place on Friday, Dec. 3rd, at 8.30.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 

DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Our return visit took place on Wednesday evening last, when there was a large 
attendance considering the weather, the different club members coming from long 
distances, for which I have to thank them very much on behalf of our society. Mr. 
Lee was voted to the chair, and Mr. Carter vice-chairman. The singing was of a 
first-class character, the following gentlemen contributing—viz., Messrs. A. Barrett, 


| CO. Barrett, F, Barrett, Nelson, Walford, Fletcher, Pilgrim (Mr. Baxter instead of 
| singing gave an excellent toast), Bennett, Smith, Gillings, Henry, Reid, Frost, 


Underwood, Jenkins, and our esteemed friend Mr. Jennings, who, on calling the 
roll, announced that 16 clubs were represented. I have likewise to thank the visitors 
for their attendance. The next return visit will take place at the Golden Barbel, 
Foley-street, of which you will have due notice, as I have quite forgotten the date, 
Our next club meeting takes place on Wednesday evening next, when I hope to 
have as many members present as can make it convenient to attend.—H, PALMER, 
sec. pro tem., Cambridge House, 77, St. Clement’s-road, Notting Hill. 
FUNNY FOLKS ANGLING CLUB. 

Several of our members were out on Nov. 21st, but only two were fortunate 
enough to get fish to grace our trays. Mr. Care had a splendid tray of roach from 
Taplow ; and Mr. R. Jacks had a splendid jack from the Ouse at Huntingdon ; it 
was in first-rate condition —H. Hunt, hon. sec. 

GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of fish on the 2I1st, brought in by Messrs. Bell (roach), 
Maybury (roach), Newton (chub), Almeroth (chub), and several others had small 
takes. On the 23rd there was a fair attendance of members ; three members enrolled, 
and two propositions. The members will fish the Abbey Mill stream at Waltham, 
on Monday next, pegged down, for some valuable prizes, given by a gentleman to 
the members of this club. Forty members have given in their names to compete 
The members decided to fish for our Christmas prizes on Dec, 12th, at Uxbridge 
There was £5 voted towards the same from our general fund. Mr. Ghurney attended 
the club to open our Benevolent box, the amount being £3 5s. to the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society.—R. MURPHY. : 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

At the usual meeting on Tuesday, Dr. Brunton in the chair, routine business 
having been transacted, including the election of Mr. Robt. W. Walker, Mr. W. 
Oldham Chambers, secretary to the National Fish Culture Association, read a very 
valuable and interesting paper on “Fish Culture,” which was listened to with very 
much attention. A cordial vote of thanks was accorded to him, and it was resolved 
that the committee be requested to elect him as an honorary member. The meeting 
was kept u'p to a late hour, enlivened by interesting conversation and the exhibition 
of microscopical objects by Messrs. Bently and Parker. The usual thanks to the 
chairman concluded the very pleasant evening.—G. C. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Only a few members out on the 21st; but these were well rewarded for their 
trouble, the consequence being some very fine trays of fish. Mr. Saalfield had about 
5lb. of chub and 2lb. roach; Mr. R. Ford and Mr. C. Layton had about 6lb. each of 
roach ; and Mr. A. Fish about 3lb. roach. All the above were very fine fish, and 
made a very respectable display.—C. J. MILLIE, 

HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few members were out on the 21st inst. S, Cole showed 41b. 8f0z. of roach ; 

S. Mead had a very handsome 


MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The usual weekly meeting was held on Wednesday evening, the president, Mr. W. 
The minutes of previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
Members are reminded that the half-yearly dinner and presentation of prizes takes 


, place at the club-house on Wednesday evening, 8th prox., at half-past eight. The 


weather during the last fortnight has kept our members at home—only three of 
them ventured out, and two were rewarded with fish, Mr. C. 8, Blackman having 
jack, and Mr. W. Short, jack and roach. If no more rain this week, we expect a 
good few will be out on the 28th inst.—A, MAy, hon. sec. 
NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 
On the 21st inst., Messrs. Edgerton and Fancourt had jack from Elstree ; Messrs. 


-H. and J. Underwood, Billings, Greenwood, and Swain, roach from the Thames.— 
'W. GREENWOOD, sec. 


OLD GREEN MAN PISCATORIALS (BIRMINGHAM). 

An entertainment will take place in connection with the above society at the Old 
Green Man Inn, Lancaster-street, Birmingham, on Nov. 28th, entitled “ An Hour 
with the Microscope,” by the Brothers Shrive. Chair taken at 6.30; admission free, 
—J AMES T, ALLEN, sec. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

A match for the President’s cup was fished on the 22nd inst., and was won by Mr. 
An open match for a series of seven prizes will take place on the 28th inst, 
The anniversary dinner will take place on the 14th of December, Mr. G, Durant in 
the chair, when we hope to see all old friends.\—W. R. MATTHEWS, sec, s 

PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. Ai 

The first smoking concert of the season 1886-87 took place at The Mona (late 
Ashley’s) Hotel on Wednesday evening last. The chair was occupied by Mr. R. C. 
Blundell, and the vice-chair by Mr. E. Foreman. There was abundance of talent 
present, the following gentlemen taking part in the programme :—Messrs. Norman 
Harrison, Fishe, Probert, Long, Graham Gordon, Rickatson, Austin, Jesse, Phillips, 
Mayer, H. H. Brown, Hardman, and Foreman, jun. Where all did so well, it would 
be invidious to particularise. I should like to mention, however, that Mr, Fishe 
thoroughly earned his encore. Encores were the rule rather than the exception 
during the evening. At half-past eleven the chairman gave the toast of ‘“ Success 
to the Piscatorial Society,” which was duly responded to. Mr. Huggett next pro- 


| posed a vote of thanks to the visitors, which was supported by the vice-chair and 


carried by acclamation, Dr. Brunton and Mr. Gordon Graham gave “ Auld Lang 
Syne,” and a most pleasant evening was brought to a close by the singing of the 
“National Anthem,”—T, H. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 21st inst., Messrs. R. Smith, J. Wigley, and G. Dodd had roach, perch, dace, 
and gudgeon from the Thames. Mr. J. Smith had some nice roach from the Lea, 
Our worthy host also had a nice tray of roach and dace, taken on Saturday. These, 
with his permission, your humble servant devoted to the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, 
thereby obtaining a small sum for that society. The next S8.L.U.R. visit will be 
to the Walworth Waltonians, the St. Paul, Westmorland-road, Camberwell, on the 
9th. All who can make it convenient to attend that evening, will be made welcome 
by Host Cook and Mr. Secretary Griffin, Members are requested not to forget 
the 28th, 8 o’clock, Waterloo for Windsor, and also to bear in mind that Wednesday 
next is quarterly night, and me mbers repuiring tickets for the South London 
competition will oblige by sending in their names with the money by that date, as 
my supply of tickets are all sold.—PIXIn, ; 

ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st inst, the show of fish was as follows: Mr. Hughes, 41b. lloz, roach ;. 
Mr, Carter 3lb. of roach, perch, and barbel; Mr. H. Hewett, 3lb. of roach, and Mr, 
Brewer, 21b. I particularly request the attendance of all the members next Tues- 
day, in order that we may push on with the business relative to the Christmas 
sweepstakes,—S. A. HAWKINS. 

SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above association held their last contest for the year at Dinsdale-on-Tees, by 

the kind permission of the Rev, Scott Surtees, on the 22nd. The day was fine, and 
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the water in fair condition for the time of year. Scale fish only : The successful 
, competitors were, Ist, Mr, F, Varey, 2lb. weight, followed closely by the 2nd, Mr. 

Gillham ; 3rd, G, Moses ; 4th divided, being equal catch, E. Farrow and T. Hooper. 
An extra prize was given by Mr. H. Berryman for the heaviest catch. The prizes 
were distributed in the club-room in the evening, and a hearty vote of thanks was 
passed to the Rey. Scott Surtees for his kindness in granting leavye.—JOSEPH T, 


SMyYTHR, hon. sec. 
ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We held our usual weekly meeting on Friday last, but no business of any import- 
ance took place. On the 21st inst. our trays were pretty full, Messrs. Matthews, 
Hix, E. Jeffreys, and Broad showing fish ; the latter gentleman, fishing with a tight 
line, successfully landed a nice chub, 3lb. 30z. I beg to remind members and friends 
that a smoking concert will be held at our club-house on Monday next in aid of the 
Angler’s Benevolent Fund, when we hope to fill our room. Several talented friends 
have promised their aid, and I am sure that any brother angler who favours usiwith 
his company will receive a hearty welcome and spend an enjoyable evening. Miss 
Nellie Parsons has kindly consented to preside at the pianoforte and sing us a few 
songs. Mr, T. Hall will be chairman, Proceedings will commence at 8.30 p.m,— 


JOHN BATTENSBY. 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS., 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Mr. E. Wood in the chair, Present : Messrs. 
Piolaine, Wood, Crowne, Hopkins, Rumbelow, Haines, Cooke, and Hibble. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. Mr. Cubitt Cooke 
announced that he had a gentleman to propose as a fishing member, who will be 
balloted for in due course. Mr. Haines kindly announced that he would be pleased 
to preserve, free of charge, a roach of 141b., for the member fortunate enough to cap- 
ture one. Mr. H. Rumbelow has also increased our prize list by providing a second 
prize for the outing on Dec. 12th. Mr. Hibble was elected chairman for the smoking 
concert on Dec. 9th, and Mr. F, Allard, vice-chair. The result of the competition on 
the 21st was Mr. Hopkins, Ist, 8lb. 100z., roach from the Thames; Mr. Smith, 2nd, 
5lb. 50z., from the same place ; two or three other members had fish. Total weight, 
about 171b. and some ounces.—W. L. GRIFFIN, sec. 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

At our weekly meeting a further prize was presented by Mr. Snowden for the 
gross weight of roach, not less than 41b., on the 9th and 12th of Dec., between 
Moulsey Lock and Sunbury Lock. We had two members proposed, who will be 
balloted for néxt Thursday. Only two of our members have been out this week, 
when they met with little or no sport.—B. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st, Mr. Wright won first prize at Shepperton, Mr. Aylott had about 7lb 
of roach ; Mr. Church also weighed-in roach. On Tuesday, Mr. Sloper and Mr. 
Newbury had a fine show of roach from the Thames, several going over llb. Next 
Wednesday, December Ist, will be quarterly night, when I hope to see a good attend- 
ance of members.—W. W. ALEXANDER, sec. 


WINDSOR AND ETON ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

At the monthly meeting of the Windsor and Eton Angling Preservation Society, 
held at the Bridge House Hotel, Eton, on the 18th inst., it was decided to purchase 
2,500 each of Loch Leven and Fario ova to be forwarded to the National Fish Culture 
Association’s water at Delaford Park, Bucks ; when hatched, the proceeds to be dis- 
tributed in these waters. It is also contemplated to turn a quantity of good strong 
yearlings in next March. To meet this expense the society appeals to those London 
gentlemen who fish these waters to subscribe, as it is notorious how many fish for 
trout in this district, but do not support the society in its excellent work. I believe 
a good head of trout are now river-bred ; but, still, who knows but that the numbers 
we see sporting about in the spring are not the result of Frank Buckland’s fore- 





thought? Without rain the water will be in the pink of condition by the 27th inst., 
more especially for jack, perch, and chub, <A very fine pike of 18lb, has been taken 
at Datchet by Mr. Lines, of London (out with Lumsden), Roach and perch are still 
taking tail-end of lobworm ; but, as the water brightens, gentles will be found best 
for roach, and minnows for perch.—B, R. BAMBRIDGE. 





THE EFFECTS ARE PERMANENT. 


A WONDERFUL STATEMSNT, 
SHOWING THAT THE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS 
OF “WARNER'S SAFE CURE” 

ARE NOT TEMPORARY, BUT PERMANENT. 


THE objection is often made that the beneficial effects of 
proprietary medicines are only temporary, and that the 
disease returns as soon as the use of the m ne is discon- 
tinued. To meet this objection in the case of “ Warner’s 
Safe Cure,” we give below a single one of the thousands of 
confirmed testimonials in our possession, showing per- 
manency of effect several years after the cure was wrought. 

Mr. J. Hiscock, station-master of Taff Vale Railway 
Station, Wales, writing under date of JULY 31, 1882, says: 
—" Having for years suffered from kidney trouble, which 
ended in abscess of that organ, resulting from inflammation. 
with a copious flow of pus, I purchased about 15 bottles‘of 
‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ the contents of 13 only of whichI 
have taken, Itbroughtaway about two ounces of sione; the 
pus has ceased to appear, the pain has vanished, the water 
is now clear, and I believe it has effected a complete cure. 
I have long and fairly tried some of the ablest medical men 
in South Wales, but they failed to treat the case success- 
fully, one of them remarking that medical science had failed 
to find a remedy for confirmed kidney disease.” 

Writing under date of APRIL 27, 1886, this gentleman 
says: “ Itis now nearly four years since I discontinued the 
use of ‘Warner’s Safe Cure,’ and I have had no relapse of 
kidney trouble, have seen neither stone, gravel, or pus 
during that period, no return of the bad, heavy pain in the 
region of the kidneys which troubled me for years before I 
began the use of ‘ Warner’s Safe Cure.’ In my case the cure 
has been thorough and permanent, and I doubt not it will 
be in others similarly afflicted, if a fair trial is accorded it. 

“ Yours faithfully, 


ae f 


. ie6 LES ; 


“Station Master Navigation Station, Taff Vale Railway, 
Treharris, R.S.0. Glamorganshire, Wales.” 














Thousands of testimonials like the above can be shown, 
proving beyond the shadow ofa doubt, that the beneficial 
effects of “ Warner’s Safe Cure” are permanent. This 
permanency of power over disease givesit the most exalted 
rank, and in this particular it has no equal. Read the 
statement of Mr. Hiscock again, and then answer for your- 
self: Do you prefer to suffer, or will you give thorough 
trial to a remedy that has proved a blessing to so many 
maany thousands? For sale by all chemists and druggists, 
and.at the stores. Price, 4s.6d. If your chemist does not 
keep. it, and_ will not order it, send your orders direct ta 
if, H, WARNER & CO.. 47, Farringdon Street, London, E.C, 
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hive Company has been formed chiefly for the purpose of supplying and dealing 

in natural Ice, and with that view, of acquiring certain interests in the South- 
_east of Norway, including leases in perpetuity of Lakes Skotmyr and Vaag, and 
three lakes at Strand, near Krageré, and Bjorvand, Kost6l, Hemningsvand and 
Skrabetjern, near Christiansand, and the buildings, stock of Ice, &c. The Vendors 
took up some of these leases and erected storehouses with the necessary facilities 
for shipment; but this was, at first, merely as an adjunct to their other business. 
The Vendors now find that more capital than they anticipated is required for buil1- 
ing additional Ice Stores, and further developing the business. 

These lakes are so well situated, that (apart from establishment expenses) the 
Ice can be cut, stored, and then shipped at an expense which the Vendors guarantee 
shall not exceed 1s, 3d. per ton. The freight to England has varied from 6s, to 8s. 
per ton, delivered ex-ship. This, at the low selling price in London of 20s. per ton 
ex-ship, would yield a gross profit of at least 10s, per ton and the sale of only 
20,000 tons per annum should afford a dividend of, at least, 10 per cent. per annum. 
As additional stores are built, so the business can be increased ; and the present 
position of the business is such that each thousand pounds spent on stores should 
enable the Company to realise a profit of nearly the same amount. When the ice 
houses at present contemplated are built, the storage capacity in Kragerdé district 
will be 20,000 tons, and in the Christiansand district 25,000 tons, This can easily be 
increased as the Company’s business requires. ; : 

The Vendors have agreed to sell to the Company their Ice business, including 
their leases, buildings and plant, &c., for £9,000 in cash and £3,000 in fully paid-up 
shares, 

Before settling the terms of the purchase, Mr. Saunders, one of the Directors, 
and Mr. Edward Clark, Surveyor, of 432, Strand, went to Norway to inspect the 
properties ; full copies of their reports can be had on application at the Offices of 
the Company. All the buildings are in good condition. 

The total rent for the nine lakes now belonging to the Vendors, with the 
necessary land for buildings, wharves, &c., is only £130 per annum, and the supply 
of Ice is estimated by Mr, Clark at 200,000 tons during the mildest winter, 





The Vendors’ stock of about 7,000 tons of ice is included in the contract, so the 
Company can immediately commence business. Alsv it is imperative, in order not 
to lose this winter's crop of Ice, that preparations should be at once commenced for tts 
collection in February. 

The ice trade with Great Britain has been steadily increasing, as is shown by the 
following figures taken from the Norwegian Official Statistics 








En 18808. As 178,749 tons. Bop ais Ge eee 228,162 tons. 
1SRbecuren ny, 201,859 ,, jC i eer 284,915 
DES bo yan 224,471 Peep ce ach 299,979 


* This year a very high price was obtained, owing to the failure of the ice harvest in other countries, 

The demand for ice is constantly increasing, and fishmongers, confectioners 
and others do not care to take artificial when they can get natural ice, their ex- 
perience having shown that the latter is much more effective and durable. The 
selling price varies, but £1 per ton in London, to 5) francs in Paris, and £5 in 
Constantinople may be taken as low prices for ice sold at the ship’s side 

Mr. Boérresen, who has had considerable experience in the Norw 
has placed his services at the disposal of the Company ; whilst Mr. ‘Toy 
the Company the benefit of his great experience in the London trade, } 

Application for Shares can be made on the form supplied, and sent with 
the deposit direct to the Secretary or to the Company’s Bankers, or can be made by 
sending a letter stating the number of Shares required, and a remittance of 2s. 6d, 
per Share to the Secretary at 11, Leadenhall Street, London, H.C. 

Where no allotment is made the deposit will be returned in full, and where the 
number of Shares allotted is less than the number applied for the surplus will be 
credited to the amount due on allotment. “ 

The only Contract entered into is dated the 26th day of October, 1886, and 
made between Christen Marentius Bérresen, Thor Olsen, Jans Andreas Larsen, and 
Peder Strand of the one part, and Robert Jerrold, on behalf of the proposed ANGLO- 
NorweGian Ick Company, Limitrep, of the other part. — 

Prospectuses and Forms of Application can be obtained at the offices of the 
Company, and of the Bankers, Solicitors, and Brokers, 







rian ice trade, 
vell will give 
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ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— fz Fy: @ 
Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 3 
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; FIRST TIME 
Without above Mark THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. OF 
“aeiiiame Ghesn writs eared SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. EXHIBITING. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 
“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under astrong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago. I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are, in short, the 


best lines I ever had,” : 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“ T have used the IMPROVED ‘ACME’ LiNB last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”’—May, 1885. “The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us with and without 


Metal Centre. Price 21d. and 3d. per yard. 
THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s.3d.and ls, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. CATALOGUES POST FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, | 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 


WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEHE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING OROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES, : 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 0’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Gold Bathin 
He ee ls, Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d, FIRES.—Evening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per 

ay, 1s. 6d. 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms, Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always iu attendance. French, German, and Italian spoken, 

















ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute's walk from Monument Station, District Railway, 


E.G, 


POST FREE FOR S!IX STAMPS. 
THE 


The Ludicrous Experiences of an Old Sportsman 
after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 
Kels, and Suckers. 
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MANAGER OF THE “FISHING GAZETTE,” 
12, and 13, Fetter Lane, London. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties »fTea imported, 
COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s. 6d.,and at 8s. a pound, and these are all first-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA. 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO, 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, E.C. Branch 
Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, H.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 834, High 
Holborn, W.C., London. 


COOPER COOPER & CO., 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 





IMPROVED SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 
recommended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 38511. 
FARLOW’S NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX, 
FARLOW’S SMPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET, 


Regd. No. 44533, 
Very Light. 


NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE NOW READY, GRATIS. 
Telephone No. 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by nonein the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE,:AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE’ ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Meld of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER’S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


“FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 





NEV 











Silk. IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &c. 
WHOLESALE ONLY. 
COUN THENTS. 
(N.B.—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
(30 minutes for Chelsea, 





40 " Putney. 
45 A Hammersmith, 
50 . Barnes, 

Addy 55 nd Rows 
75 ; Richmond, 
80 - Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


” 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 
For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon. 
Saturday, November 27 aoe 506 2.31 fee A 2.51 
Sunday, -f 28 Aor S06 3.12 aes sot | ab EBR 
Monday, rf 29 Fas ie 3.53 oer Au 4,12 
Tuesday, ; 30 foe one 4.31 soc ane 4,51 
Wednesday, December 1 tae Be 5.9 sos xi 5,30 
Thursday, op 2 ee bce 5.51 cad nee 6.14 
Friday, 3 3 ico sp 6.39 5% th 7.4 


tar River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Farther Of the FISHING GAZHTTH, 12 and 18, Patter-lane, Toulon 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

If the reports of results in angling are brief, there is the prospect of some early 
fishing, and the few boats that have been out afford evidence that there will be some 
good perch-fishing, and the jack should be making some appearance, In all portions 
of the river there is the assurance the water has gone down and presents a favour- 
able appearance, The first of a number of boats it is proposed to place in the newly- 
acquired portion of river below Richmond-bridge was sunk on Friday last, under 
the personal superintendence of Mr. Thomas Spreckley, and to the credit of Job 
Brain, one of the Richmond professionals, it was presented by him for the benefit of 
the anglers, who will, no doubt, recognise by their patronage so liberal and appre- 
ciativea gift, 

ANGLING RESULTS, 

RIcHMOND.—Henry Mansell, in one day, four dozen of dace. 

TWICKENHAM.—H. Spiers, in two days and one half day, 20lb. of roach and dace, 
John Spong, in three days, 41lb. Pert Hammerton, in two days, nine dozen, and J, 
Dobbin, in one day, three dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in one day with Mr. White, five perch and five 
bream. B. Stevens, in one day, 26lb. of roach and bream, and a perch of 1#lb. The 
water is now very clear, summer level, and much brighter and fit for all-round fish- 
ing, but the fogs have been the chief cause of the absence of anglers. 

Hampron Court.—William Milbourne says : “ The river is now getting down and 
the water in order for all kinds of fishing. Thomas Milbourne went out one day 
with a gentleman and tried the perch, and he succeeded in catching six brace of very 
fine ones. There has not been any other boat out for the last fortuight,” 

HAmpron,—James Langshaw, in one day, twelve brace of perch. 

SunpuRY.—Edward Clarke, in two days, one dozen dace, six brace of perch, and 
two jack. 

WALTON.—John Hone, in one day, nine barbel. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The bad angling condition of the river continues, not so much because of the 
flood-water or height of the river, but the colour has seemed to get darker daily with 
the declining flush, I presume this is to be accounted for from the fact of most of 
the ground gates of the weirs being up, causing a sharp scour, which is sweeping 
mud and silt away and thoroughly sweeping and garnishing bright the bed of 
Father Thames. Fishing during the past week has almost been a case of love's 
labour lost ; but those anglers who have fished in deep waters, or in quiet nooks and 
eddies, using lobs for bait, have been rewarded with some good roach and a few 
perch, and paternoster work has here and there picked up a jack. At Medmenham, 
Mr. Johnson has taken some excellent baskets of roach, and at Aston, Mr. Askew has 
been at work amid the perch and jack. From Henley, I glean that Arlet, on one 
occasion had two takeable jack and several runs, and that Neale is credited with a 
rare fish for this water—a jack of 8lb. Thursday night.—River falling nicely, 
and certainly at last toning down to a fishable colour, and without further rain 
should be in good roach, perch, and jack trim by Sunday, or early in next week.— 


MARrLow Buzz. 
Thames (Datchet). 

The water has assumed its original colour, the perch and the roach are well on the 
feed, and nothing could be better than things are at present. Every bush you go 
to you are sure to be rewarded by a perch pouncing ‘at your bait. The roach are 
taking paste ravenously. Chub only want going after with pith and brains, and 
they will come anyhow. By the time this is in print, jack will be on the move. G, 
Keene caught one to-day, about 3lb., spinning. I was out this afternoon, and got 
three dozen roach and two dozen perch.—G. LUMSDEN. 

The water is in beautiful order for all-round fishing. Have been out three days 
this week, and taken four dozen and a half of perch, and one tench, 3lb.; 
another day, four dozen of perch, and one dozen of roach; and to-day 
(Thursday) three dozen of perch, and one dozen of roach. My son Harry has been 
doing very well with the roach this week ; biggest day, four dozen and a half, and 
a few perch.—_ JAMES HOARE, 

Thames (Dockett Point). 

I expected to have sent a good report this week ; but the gentleman could not 
come fishing. With the same gentleman last week, took three barbel, several fine 
roach, and one perch. I had two swims baited for the day, but the water fell, or I 
should have sent you a much heavier report, as the swims I had baited we could not 
fish. All last week there were barbel and roach to be had ; they only wanted trying 
for. No one comes to try, or else there would be a different account to send. It is 
a pity there is not more practical work done in fishing, instead of such dismal fore- 
bodings as to no chance of fishing.—JAMES HASLETT. 


Thames (Goring). 

Water now in good order for all sorts of fishing. I have had one day’s fishing 
since last report —two dozen of roach and a few perch. Jack have been taking very 
fairly, one of 12lb. being taken here on Wednesday. Good jack and perch water 
now (Thursday); prospects good for the next few days.—_JoHN RusH, 








Ancholme (Caistor). 

Very pleasant autumnal weather has prevailed during the whole of the past week, 
which has induced more than the usual average of anglers toturn out. They have, 
as a rule, been well rewarded. Roach and eels continue to feed the best. One 
gentleman caught about 10lb. weight of the former fish, and most of them were 
very fine. The continual running down of the water at Ferriby Sluice makes it too 
thick for successful pike-fishing. As no rain has fallen of late, it should be in much 
better trim during the coming week. Anglers will note that roach are taken the 
best now with paste-—THOMAS ForpD. 


Berwick-on-Tweed. 

There is little of interest to report from here except a seizure of illegal salmon- 
nets on the coast off Berwick. This is the third or fourth seizure this season, and it 
is also the largest—viz., twenty-one nets. At Burnmouth and Eyemouth seizures 
have taken place lately. There is an unusual amount of poaching going on 
throughout the district. The poachers say they ‘must do something for a liv-ag.” 


Chichester. 

The canal here is now in excellent order, thanks to the fine weather of the past 
few days, yet nothing worth recording has beentaken. A few small pike up to 4lb. 
and some good eels are all I hear of. Small roach and bream are feeding well ; but 
live-baiting seems almost played out. The weeds are gradually getting down, and, 
with a few more frosts, spinning may be indulged in, when pike-fishermen will 
doubtless make good bags. The Rother, at Selham, is now in trim, some good roach 
and dace have been taken: but pike and perch have not been feeding well. One 
small pike was landed by Mr. Terry, Mr. Mitchell getting a good basket of roach. 
In the upper waters of the Ouse roach and chub have afforded good sport ; but from 
the lower district I have no record. The tidal water of the Adur is now worth a 
trial ; good roach may be taken near Steyning. The weather, although fine at pre- 
sent, Iam afraid will change for the worse. This evening dull and cold ; wind, 
north-east.—_GEORGE F, SALTER, ’ 

Dove and its Tributaries ; 

Water in first-rate condition, and fish pretty well on the rise, but scarcely any 
fishermen out. On some lengths, indeed, we hear that not a single line has been 
thrown thereon for weeks, though the water and weather have been all that could 
be wished for the purpose. The cockwinged dun is on the water, and several takes 
of fish are reported as having been bagged therewith recently. Four or five brace of 
grayling have been the average yield of an hour or two midday. Fishing with fly 
down by Doveridge, eight or nine trout were taken from near Mayfield with the 
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dun above-named, but these had, of course, to be returned. Five good grayling were 
also taken with the same fly from same water.—FosTER Bros., Ashbourne. 
Ilfracombe. : 

Sea-fishing, The herring-fishing during the past week is {the best for the season. 
The weather haying been favourable all the fishing-craft have been to sea, and 
have been rewarded with fair catches, the boats haying long trains of nets having 
killed for the week about 14,000 herrings per boat, and the smaller boats, with 
shorter trains, have secured about 7,500 per boat. The herrings caught this season 
are unusually fine. Large quantities of hake, whiting, and conger have also been 
taken, There has been some excellent sport on the pier and jetties, and many good 
baskets have been caught daily of tamlin, whiting, pout, and conger eel, besides some 
really fine large fish, On Thursday a splendid cod was hooked and landed, weighing 
about 22lb., Friday, four conger and a ling, weighing from 15 to 20lb. each, were 
taken; Saturday, a large cod; Monday, a very large ling was hauled in by Mr, 
Butler, and on Tuesday he caught a conger, which weighed 27lb, Weather to-day 
clear and fine ; wind, E.N.E.—E, CoMER, 
Lake District. 

The rivers, which have been bank full for some weeks, have not got back to their 
normal conditions. Salmon, sea-fish, and trout are still running, and numbers are 
on the “spawning redds.” In company with the watchers, I have just walked over 
miles and miles of the well-known breeding tributaries, and there is perhaps a 
greater number of spawning fish than there have been for some years; young fish 
are also abundant, but some of them, as hangers-on to the “ redds,” are very destruc- 
tive to the spawn of the older fish. The other enemies to the rivers and streams of 
the district just now are the water-hen, and many kinds of domesticated water- 
fowl, such as ducksand swans. A few salmon and trout, with the white fungoid- 
growth upon them, haye been taken from the river, but even these cases are local.— 


EPHEMERA. 
Lea (Tottenham). 

The water in the old river is now in first-rate condition for all-round fishing, 
Several jack have been taken during the week by Messrs, Passmore, Hazlewood, 
and Breeden. Fish can still be taken with fly in the low water of the Copper Mill 
stream on bright days. The water in this stream will continue in its present con- 
dition until the Water Works Company have completed their new cutting.— 
HACKLES RED, 

Leicester. 

Angling in Leicestershire has shown some slight improvement this week. The 
fine weather until Wednesday induced the fraternity to turn out in larger numbers 
than has been seen at the water side for some weeks past. The water being in good 
condition for the period of the year, fair sport was had with pike, perch, roach, and 
chub. The local society’s waters at Aylestone afforded the best all-round sport. 
Mr. Rylott, of Shelton, and Mr. Bird, with a few of the other old hands at winter 
fishing, were to the fore with best baskets. Not many anglers have visited the 
distant waters, and those who were out only returned with comparatively few fish, 
no large ones in any instance. The fog which prevailed the whole of Thursday was 
very dense, and angling was almost out of the question. Waters are now in good 
order,— ALERT. 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

There have not been so many fishermen out during the week. To a great extent 
this is doubtless owing to the dense fogs that have prevailed. On Saturday last a 
fair sprinkling of rodsters tried what could be done, and in a few instances suc- 
cessful catches were made, Pike-fishing has been done in the Derwent both with 
live and artificial baits, but there is nothing of importance to record. Above Derby, 
a few bottom fishermen haye done fairly well. In the Duffield water, grayling- 
fishing is now in swing, but the fish have not been on the feed much this week. At 
Ambergate and Whatstandwell anglers have tried both fly and bottom baits, and 
some fair sport has been found with the grayling. To-day (Thursday) is foggy, with 
no prospect of a ehange in the weather.—G. R. B. : 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge.) 


The water again is in splendid condition, and I feel sure of giving a good report for 
your paper next week, No doubt the frost will check the fishing to-day, as we had 
it very severe this morning ; but I have always found from experience fish feed in 
frosty weather after the first or second day’s frost as well, if not better, than ordi- 
nary times, for it is then they very often find their appetite. Mr. Norris, of Reading, 
took some very fine chub yesterday ; also some well-fed and handsome jack were 
taken by Mr. Richards, of London, nine in number, the largest 53lb.—the smallest 
takable. I may say a splendid perch was taken by a country lad—the same boy I 
gave permission to fish when I reported a fish he had taken weighing 231b. He has 
been more successful, for this time he has one 3lb. loz. It has been sent for preser - 
vation. I havenothing further to record worth speaking of ; but I hope next week’s 
report will be a success.—A. 0. CRITCHFIELD, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both these rivers are now running into capital order for fishing, being clear. The 
anglers have been on the banks in numbers, and as the grayling are well on the 
feed some very nice dishes have been caught. The baits used have been the grass- 
hopper and maggot, and in some instances the fly has been used, but with little 
success, Fishing in the Pinsley has been very quiet, although the water is in good 
condition,—GWYNNB, 

Medway (Tonbridge). 

The river is fining down nicely, and by Sunday should be just the thing for pike 
and roach fishing, The former fish will no doubt pay strict attention to a Thames 
wee and the latter will not despise a well-scoured worm.—YE MEDWAY WATER 

AT, 

Ordnance Fishery (Sewardstone). 

This favourite water is now in capital angling condition, With the change of 
weather a few anglers have been out, and with satisfactory results. The following 
takes I may mention :—Mr. Bennett, one jack of 41b. loz. and one of about 21. ; 
Mr. W. Garbredt, on the 20th, two jack of about 231b. each ; and on the 21st one of 
41b., one of 31b., and one of 2lb.; Mr. W. Lee, one jack of about 531b. Mr. Connellan, 
with snap tackle, was broken away with an 8lb, to 10lb. jack, and captured some 
small ones, which he duly returned. Mr. Webb, while angling for perch with 
minnows, was also broken away by an 8lb. to 101b. jack. Mr, D. Simms was successful 
in taking 51b. or 6lb. of fine roach and dace with the red worm. With a continuance 
of favourable weather I hope to report larger takes soon.—J. C.S. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The water and weather are all that can be desired for jack-fishing. During the 
week a great number have been caught, eight and ten-pounders amongst them. 
Some London fishermen were here on Wednesday, and had some good sport, one fish 
going 1141b. I have had some good sport in three outings, taking six on Saturday, 
two on Wednesday, and seven on Thursday, making fifteen, three largest 5}1b. each. 
Mr. W. Woodward has had some fish this week. One of our local men was jack- 
fishing, and caught a nice bream of 2lb., foul. Prospects very good, Subscriptions 
are required for fishing.—H. Rout. 

if Me Reservoir (Elstree). 

Water is now in good condition for all kinds of fishing ; water has been very still 
and calm all the week. On the 22nd, Mr. Cooper, jack. On the 23rd, Mr. Edgerton, 
two jack, one weighing 441b.; Mr. Fancourt, one jack; and Mr. Campbell, roach 
and perch. On the 24th, Dr. Rebouel, thirteen fine roach, several weighing 4lb. 
each, Not much has been done since the 23rd, but the water has cleared down 
beautifully, and the fish have been on feed the last few days; but [am sorry to say 
that I have been laid up all the week with sciatica, but at the time of writing I am 
glad to say that I am a little better, and I hope ina few days I shall be out agaia. 


: ‘eee Severn (Gloucester). 

River has been in capital condition for angling during the past week, but very 
few anglers out. The chief sport appears to be ledgering for flounders, which are 
in capital condition now. Pike have not been well on the feed yet, although I have 
heard of one or two being caught. I am sorry to say that your correspondent, 
“Single Hair,” is confined to his bedroom, but we all hope (Gloucester anglers) to 
see him about again soon to pursue his favourite pastime.—YE FAyRE CITYE, 

, Teme (Ludlow). 

The Teme has now run into good fishing condition, being clear, and has lowered. 
The weather is quite November weather, and the grayling have been more on the 
feed and more taken. The maggot and grasshopper have been the principal baits 
used, although a few have tried the fly, with little success. At the beginning of 
the week some gentlemen from Shrewsbury tried the Downton Castle waters with 
fair success. The Ledwyche, Corve, and Ony are all low and clear.—S. LUDLOW. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

The water in this district has gone down and has cleared, and it is now in prime 
fishing condition. The weather has been dull, but several anglers have visited the 
water with fair success. The best baits used have been the grasshopper and the 
maggot. Little has been done with the fly on the stream. Below the bridge a nice 
dish of grayling was landed at the beginning of the week with the grasshopper. 
The Rea, Kyre, and Ledwyche are all clear ; fishing in them quiet.—WORCESTER, 

; Trent and Lower Dove (Burton). 

The rivers are now in capital condition—the Dove especially so—and good catches 
are being made of all kinds of fish. From Wetmore come reports of good catches of 
roach, perch, and chub, some of the latter up to 5lb. each ; some fair dace and a few 
pike have also been taken here. Atthe end of last week grayling felloff rising, but 
since then they have risen more freely, though coming at the fly rather short. One 
bag on Monday consisted of four brace, another of three, and to-day (Wednesday) 
one of 134 brace was made from the Dove.—S. HOWARTH. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Anglers have been numerous in this district during the week. Fine weather 
generally has prevailed, and on Thursday, when our report was despatched, the river 
was running at a low winter ebb, and was in splendid condition for all sorts of 
angling. Roach have shown wonderfully good sport at Trent Lock and Sawley, Mr. 
H. Briggs at the latter place killing a rare bag with bread paste on Monday. On 
Saturday, the same angler created some surprise by hooking with bread a salmon 
estimated at 16lb. The fish tore up the river at a fearful rate, and on turning slipped 
the tiny hook which Mr. Briggs was employing on his tackle. One of the roach 
caught at Trent Lock on Monday weighed 2loz. Pike and chub anglers have been 
busy at Shardlow, Sawley, Thrumpton, Barton, Shelford, and Stoke, and at most of 
the places average sport has been met with. On Thursday, Mr. H. Coxon had nine 
big chub from a lower length, using for bait bullock’s pith and brains——Tau MAN 


AT THE CLUBS. 
Trent (Newark). 


The river just now is in capital condition for a bit of fishing ; and some very 
decent catches have been had. Pike have been captured in fair numbers; the best 
bag in this locality was one of six fish, taken from a well-known corner about 
midway between Kelham and Muskham bridges ; and Mr, Robinson’s bag on Tues- 
day last consisted of eight very nice fish, the two largest about 6lb. a piece; these 
latter fish were taken in what is locally known as the Dead Water, and live-baiting 
with small roach and dace was the method adopted. An odd fish or two have also 
been picked up at intervals on various stretches of the river. Taking things on the 
whole, pike fishermen have had no cause to complain ; although one or two very 
good anglers went to a noted water this week and drew a blank; but better luck 
next time to them, say I. Mr. Robinson has been very successful among the jack 
this season, as since August he has taken something like sixty fish. One of my 
correspondents, Mr. J. Cuff, of Mansfield, writes me that Mr. Parsons, solicitor, and 
himself got three very good fish ont of the Mansfield Reservoir last Tuesday, weigh- 
ing, two hours after capture, 20, 13, and 13l1b,, and lost one regular “sneezer,” and 
two more that appeared about 121b. each. Roach and dace have also bitten very nicely 
at both gentles and small red worms, One angler yesterday had thirty-nine fish, 
mostly dace. I should advise anglers just now to give the river a turn, as it seems 
worth while ; and the water is in capital condition, Chub will, I think, take kindly 
to pith and brains; in fact, I consider that game a certainty under the present 
conditions. Roach, &c., should bite at a nice cockspur worm; and jack seem to be 
dead-nuts on a live bait—THE TRENT OTTER, 

_ Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

The Yorkshire grayling rivers continue in excellent order for either fly fishing or 
swimming the worm. On Saturday I had a turn upon the Yore below Ripon, and 
killed a nice dish of twenty-six grayling, weighing 101b. Another Bradford angler, 
some 12 miles higher up the river, had even better sport, having some 3lb. more in 
weight ; his fish, however, were smaller than mine.—FRANCIS M, WALBRAN, 

Wye and Derwent. 


Both the Wye and Derwent are now in first-class order for fly-fishing, and baskets 
from four to seven brace of grayling per angler are now being daily made, by the 
aid of Bumbles, Ash Dun, Merlin Dun, and Furnace flies. The best feeding-time 
now for fly-fishing is from eleven to three. Both the worm and maggot fishermen 
on different parts of the Derwent have killed some good creels of good-sized grayling, 
mostly by fishing in the streams in the Nottingham style. The natives at Matlock 
Bath—viz., Messrs. Ogdon, Buxton, and Henstock, the postman, have been fishing 
the Matlock Bathclub waters a good deal lately with fly. I hear they have had 
fine catches. Some good sharp frosty nights would improve both grayling and pike 
fishing. Weather foggy and very mild for November.—Guo, JAs, HATON, 

Yore (Hawes). 

The water is now very low and fine, in fact, just such a water as would make a 
clear water worm-fisher’s heart go “ pit-a-pat.” We have had a most successful 
spawning season for the trout—plenty of freshes to allow the trout to run up to the 
spawning grounds, and no floods so heavy as to spoil the redds. The weather is 
simply delightful, and grayling-fishing may be indulged in without fear of chil- 
blains. The most killing flies have been Water Hen, Bloa, and Red Palmer. Sproats 
had no less than eleven brace one day, and seems to average five brace. Mr, M. 
Willan also succeeds in bagging a few brace occasionally. ‘These two anglers are 
about the total of regular frequenters of the waterside, with yours truly taking an 
occasional turn,—J, CORRY. 





BRAZILIAN BAIT. 

Sr1r,—Will some of your numerous readers who may have used the Brazilian bait 
kindly give us the benefit of their experience? It would be useful to know for what 
fish it has proved to be most attractive. Also, if it can be used all the year round, 
and how long it will keep good?—I am, &e., 

43, Argyll-street, Bedford. 

THE POSTPONED ANGLING CONTEST. 

The angling contest (postponed from Noy. 14th) will take place on November 28th. 
Anglers will be pegged down between Ponder’s End lock and Pickett’s Lock (river 
Lea), fishing from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., the draw for swims to take place at Mr. H. 
Puddicombe’s, the Pike’and Anchor, at 10 a.m., to whom all entrance fees must be 
paid. First prize, handsome duplex table lamp, presented by H. Puddicombe ; second 
prize, a roach rod, presented by Mr. G. Hollingbury, of the Railway Hotel, Ponders’ 
End ; third prize, handsome tackle-book, reel, and lines, presented by Mr. Smith, of 
The Grapes, South-street, Ponder’s End. Entrance fee, 6d. The whole of the entrance 
money to be divided into cash prizes. This competition is open to all anglers. 
Referee : T. W. Holmes, Sporting Life. Train from Liverpool-street, Great Hastern, 
Railway, at 7.25 a.m, and 9,8 a,m., calling at all stations. 


J. H, E, FISHER. 
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“THE LOOKER-ON.” 
Dear Marston,—There is someone else “looking on” besides yours truly. 
I send you the following just as it reaches me, and say no more than that I 
think the postmark is “ Br—gh—n” ; but I won’t swear to it—not for worlds ! 
Inclosed is photo., showing the versatility of the genius referred to. 
Yours, in a pea-soupy mixture, 
THE PROPRIETOR OF THE ANIMAL, 
Leeds, Wednesday. 


‘AND THEREBY HANGS A TALE.” 
—As You Like It. 

[For this liberty with a dawg’s tail the writer humbly apologises. If he is 
“twigged,” as I fear he may be, he has only to add that he hopes this little 
jeu desprit may cause a smile. We all want all the gladness we can squeeze 
in to crush out the sadness in this our life, which, if a vapour, need not so 
often be a Hog—a pea-soup fog to boot. Faugh! Hey, lassie! fetch the 
whisky ! Good luck to P. and his dawg, and may the Yorkshire Dinner be a 
thundering success !—INCOG. ] 


Oh! listen, piscators, who love a good tale, 

It’s not, I assure you, a bit like a whale ; 

Solid fact, like the chair upon which I now sit, 
Concerning that ‘‘ dawg with the knob” of T. Pritt. 


Now, I’ve never seen Pritt, and I’m writing incog., 
I’ve not even smelt that dear knobby-tail’d dog ;* 
But, somehow, I fancy, behind though he lag, 

He’s just like his master—a big of a wag ! 


“ Mrs. Caudle” has made even saints to laugh loud ; 
But the best of her stories are lost in the crowd 
When compared to the waggish on dits of a tail 
Whose caudal extremity goes like a flail. 


Yes, it’s certainly waggish ; but look at its scorn 

As it awes the big curly-tail’d cur—the base born ; 
But its droop when in mourning !—each funeral mute 
Might well take a leaf from this tale of the brute. 


A snob with a knob of a stick would grow pale 

If he met T. P.’s dog with the knob on his tail ; 
He’d smash up a stick which was life’s only hobby, 
In despair rend his hair o’er a knobtail so knobby. 


In anger so stately, erect, and so stiff, 

If the size of its tip is the gauge of his “ tiff,” 

I would recommend dogs who are passing that way 
To have an engagement and come there next day. 


T'll wager he knows well the coot of a rod, 

And all kinds of fishes from salmon to cod ;f 

Just see him so quaintly, his ears prick’d with pride, 
Criticising a muff, with his head “o’ one side.” 


T suppose he must die, and so ‘go to the dogs ”"— 
How they'll miss him on meadows, and uplands, and bogs ! 
Then, let Pritt write his dirge, when naught else will avail— 
With the end of the dawg comes the end of the tale! 
—*Do« v. INcoa.” 








FIRESIDE MEDITATIONS. 
By “A. R. H.” 


SirrinG in a comfortable armchair by the fire, with a pipe of good “ birdseye,” 
accompanied by a glass of whisky, I have passed many a pleasant hour looking 
over some back numbers of the GazeTre or an old book on angling, 
until the warning notes from the old “cuckoo” on the mantel-piece 
remind me, as they once reminded the late Mr. David Pryce, to “look at 
the clock !” Indeed, I should be afraid to acknowledge how many ounces of 
best “ Bristol” have been dissolved in clouds of smoke during my fireside medi- 
tations on fishing, past and future. Whatever good or evil may exist in tobacce, 
it is certain that a pipe or cigar isa grand aid to thinking or reading. But I 
am not going to moralise on the merits or demerits of tobacco. Let those smoke 
who like, and those who don’t like—well, I can only recommend them to give it 
a fair year’s trial, without which they can offer no practical opinion. 

But our esteemed Editor has quite upset my pipe by a few light-jesting re- 
marks which I find in “ Occasional Notes” (January 2nd). Among the good 
resolutions for the New Year, he says, ‘‘ Cigars shall not be sucked while roach- 
fishing with paste.” This means, of course, that the nicotine of the cigar con- 
taminates the angler’s fingers, and is thereby imparted to the paste. ~And thus, 
as we fill our pipe we are also certain to get some tobacco on our hands now and 
again. Now, the taste of a full-flavoured cigar, or the odour of a ten-year-old 
meerschaum, would not prove palatable to a prim and respectable Grandmother 


_ Roach, nor would Mother Roach, or the little Roachesses, tolerate the taste. 


As to the opinion of the male members of the family, possibly they may be 
divided upon the matter! At all events, I think I have solved the mystery of my 
not being so successful in my catches of roach during these last fifteen years. 
I used to have wonderful “ takes” of roach as a boy. Ah! pounders, and even 
2-pounders were not uncommon in those days, and 30lb. total weight I have 
compassed in a few hours then / My right hand has not forgotton its cunning, 
but it has (as well as the left) become tainted with tobacco while fishing. There 
are the usual Gladstonian “ three courses ” open to remedy the evil—viz., to wear 
kid gloves, to use Condy’s Disinfecting Fluid, or else to get some non-smoker to 
bait the hook, This knotty point must be further considered—it is really 
serious ! 
% % * % 

Some readers of the GAZETTE are astonished at chub taking live or spinning- 
pait. In “chubby” waters this is not an uncommon occurrence, and I once 
took a 3lb. chub on a spoon-bait, and on other occasions have caught big ones 
with a live-bait snap on large hooks. A friend of mine showed mea 6lb. chub 
caught on a live-bait. I remember some years ago spinning across a gravelly 
stream for pike. Every time I drew in the bait a fish ran at it, which J after- 
wards discovered was a chub. 

Roach, too, are occasionally ‘“‘cannibals,” and “The Book of the Roach” 
records an instance of a largé roach being caught at Southill Park with live- 
bait. On Wroxham Broad, Norfolk, I once caught a small rudd while spinning 
with a very small spoon—he was fairly hooked inside the mouth. In Salter’s 








* See “ The Two Gentlemen of Verona,” Activ. Sc. 4. 7 No“cod” about it—(®,) 


‘ 


“ Angler’s Guide,” he mentions chub being taken while trolling, and he recom- 
mends “live minnow, or a small frog, in latter end of spring, by which method 
many large chub are taken.” ' 

he 


a * « % 
Talking of Salter reminds me that semeone (“M. A.”) asks in the GAZETTE 
how to dye gut a sorrel colour. The recipe is given by Salter as follows :—‘ To 


stain hair or gut of a pale sorrel colour, let it remain a few minutes in a cup of 
strong coffee, or black tea, boiling hot.” 
se % % % ® 

I have a great respect for old Salter. His ‘ Angler's Guide” (8th edition, 
1833) was my frequent study as a boy, and I followed his advice most re- 
ligiously at that time. He was evidently “ well up ” in bottom-fishing and trolling, 
but as a salmon-fisher I fear he was compelled to take ‘‘a back seat” (like many 
more of us) from want of opportunity. He devotes only two pages to the 
salmon, and was apparently much relieved in his mind when those two pages 
were concluded. 

Let us not laugh at him, but rather admire his honesty and modesty in re- 
fraining from enlarging upon a subject with which he was only superficially 
acquainted. 

He seems to have believed in the old story that the salmon, when leaping over 
obstacles, takes his tail in his mouth. He quotes Michael Drayton’s lines— 


“ His tail takes in his mouth, and bending like a bow 
That’s to full compass drawn, aloft himself doth throw.” 
s Es % % * 


Another angling treatise of fifty years ago—viz., “The Scottish Angler,” 
written by the well-known Thomas Tod Stoddart, is worth giving a few extracts 
from. One page is devoted to queer captures with rod and line, some of which 
will, I think, beat ali on record. 

He once took a snipe while in act of casting over a trout, and on the Tyne in 
East Lothian he landed a bat. ‘‘ At another time,” he says, “we got hold of a 
wild duck. The bird somehow proved too strong for us, and carried away our 
cast of flies in a twinkling.” This I fully believe. 

He goes on to relate how “a friend of ours brought in near the water of Leith 
several swallows in succession one windy afternoon on small Midge Flies, which 
on passing they darted at eagerly.” Again, “on Lochnanean, Spittal of 
Glenshee, Colonel Macdonald, of Powderhall, happened, while fishing from a 
boat, to run in among a flock of sea-gulls,,and actually captured a score of them 
with his tackle, notwithstanding their most vigorous resistance.” 

Now, of these two tales I can swallow the first one ; but how a “score” of 
sea-gulls were so gui/J—but no, I will not try the reader’s temper with vile puns ! 
T can quite understand sea-gulls being captured with good strong pike tackle; 
but Stoddart does not enlighten us upon this point. 

ae 3 3 + e 

Another assertion of Stoddart’s (which his experience as an old trout-fisher 
makes worth quoting) is “that no Scottish trout-fisher with the fly ever did 
upon an entire average manage to capture one trout upwards of 11b. weight for 
every hundred falling short.” This rather clumsily-expressed opinion means, I 
presume, that out of every average hundred trout caught with fly there is not a 
1-pounder among them. 





THE THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY, 


THE forty-eighth anniversary banquet of the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society was held at the Holborn Restaurant’ on 
Thursday last, when an excellent dinner was provided. The chair 
was occupied by Mr. F. D. Dixon-Hartland, M.P., and amongst those 
present were Sir J. W. Ellis, Bart, M.P.,; Mr. Thomas Spreckley (President), 
Sir Albert K. Rollit, Mr. J. H. Gough, Mr. James Powell, Mr. W. Senior, Mr. 
J. Grenville Layard, Dr. Brunton, the Mayor of Kingston, Mr. T. R. Sachs, 
Mr. William Burgess, Mr. W. August Carter, of the National Fish Culture 
Association ; and Mr. W. H. Brougham, Secretary to the Society. 

The loyal toasts having been duly honoured, Sir J. W. Ellis, Bart, M.P., pro- 
posed the toast of ‘‘ The Board of Thames Conservancy,” which he said governed 
the lower portion of the river as well as the upper, and this had resulted very 
satisfactorily. 

Mr. J. H. Gough, the newly-appointed Secretary to the Board, having responded, 
the Chairman proposed the toast of the evening, He stated thatthe T.A.P.S. was 
the parent of every other similar institution. Its work was not only of a pro- 
tective nature, but also of a remedial nature, as it sought to stem the tide of 
decay that had arisen among the denizens of the Thames by rearing and plant- 
ing a fresh stock of fish. By next spring, he was in a position to state, a 
large number of trout and salmon would be planted in the river, the fish 
having been reared in nurseries pending the period when they would be in a 
fit state for removal. 

Mr. Thomas Spreckley, in responding to the toast, referred, in a very 
eloquent speech, to the operations of the Society, and the immense benefit it 
bestowed upon anglers, who did not, however, acknowledge it as liberally as 
they might. He stated that there were plenty of fish in the Thames, thanks 
to the efforts of the Society, who were ever anxious to suppress illegal 
fishing, and, at the same time, to increase the number of fish in the river. 

Mr. W. Senior, in proposing the toast of ‘“‘ The Press,” expatiated upon the 
importance of accurate information being furnished by correspondents respect- 
ing fish and fishing. In regard to planting salmon in the Thames, he was of 
opinion that it was useless to introduce the migratory species, although in his 
opinion the 8. Sebago land-locked salmon might thrive there, as they did not 
leave the river for the sea, 

Sir Albert K. Rollit, M.P., next proposed “ The Health of the Chairman,” 
after which other speeches followed, and the proceedings subsequently closed. 
During the evening some excellent music was performed by Miss Ethel Winn, 
Miss Clarice Yost, Mr. W. Coates, and others. : 





CAPTURE OF A LARGE SALMON.—The Urr remaining open for rod-fishing until 
the close of this month, several Dumfries anglers have been pursuing their favourite 
pastime on its banks during the past week, the other streams of the district being 
now closed against them. On Thursday, Mr. David M‘Millan, fishing-tackle maker, 
Friar’s Vennel, near the close of what seemed destined to be a fruitless day in the 
Munches water, had the good fortune to hook a salmon of great size in a pool a short 
distance below the new railway viaduct ; he was fishing with the natural minnow, 
two hooks, and a single gut. The line was severely strained in the tussle that ensued, 
but luckily held out, and after two hours of hard work he had the satisfaction of 
grassing a fine fish, which weighed 44%1b., probably the largest taken in Scotland 
this season with the rod, with the exception of one of 571b., reported some time ago 
from the Tweed. Two gaffs had been pulled from the handle in the attempt to land 
him, and were recovered from his side. The length of the fish was 49in., the girth 


'27in. It was placed on view on Friday at the shop of Mr. Marshall, Friar’s Vennel, 


and attracted much notice,—GLEN TARRAS, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


E.L.J.M.—The only trout-fishing within twelve miles of London is quite private, 
and the owners won’t even let their own fathers fish if they dan help it. There 
is good trout-fishing on the Wandle, but not free. We do not think there is the 
slightest chance of your getting permission; in fact, the owner you asked 
would probably have an apoplectic fit on the spot. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.”’—T. BE, PRrrr, 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. } 


MR. GRIBBLE ON HOOK NUMBERS AND HOOK BENDS. 

S1r,—Your correspondent, Mr. A. H. Gribble, has made some suggestions in 
regard to the mode of reforming hook numbers, for which—in so far as they accord 
with the excellent proposals of yourself and others—I am obliged. 

Tam not at all equally obliged for his more candid than courteous criticism on 
the style of my correspondence on the subject, as to which, with great deference to 
him, he will be good enough to allow me to be the best judge, Ashe cannot know 
what has been my experience of hook-makers and their ways, he cannot judge how 
far my “hard adjectives” are merited or not. If he could see bundles containing 
many thousands of hooks, made by different persons, and rejected because absolutely 
worthless—eyed-hooks without eyes, hooks under-tempered so that they straightened 
out, hooks over-tempered so that they snapped like glass, hooks made to models from 
which they differed in every important particular—he might perhaps change his 
opinion on the subject. 

But these are matters of opinion and taste. 

It is not, however, a matter of opinion that he should create out of his own brain 
bends of hooks that never had any existence in order to contrast them to the dis- 
advantage of mine. Yet this is what he hasdone. A good deal of his criticism of 
my bend is based on a comparison of the vices of my bend with the virtues of “ Mr. 
Francis’ pattern.” The value and worth of such criticism may be gauged when I 
say that the late angling editor of the Field never had any pattern of hook at all! Or, 
at any rate, none such is found in his writings or is known to tackle-makers. 

I do, however, find in“ A Book on Angling” these remarks : [As to salmon hooks | 
‘But this ranking outwards is often carried to excess, and the stroke consequently, 
instead of falling full and direct upon the point of the hooks, falls on the inside of 
the point, and often causes the strike or tug to become a ‘scratch’ instead of ‘a 
hold’ . . . ” [As to trout hooks] “A rank barb such as we see in the Lime- 
rick is unnecessary and even objectionable, requiring hard striking and hard holding 
to get it home, neither of which are commendable or workmanlike in fishing. . . . ” 
[As to roach hooks] “The barb should not be too rank, as it is not only quite 
unnecessary but requires a harder stroke than should be given. Seo eaeeAs to 
triangle hooks] “The barbs should not be ranked nearly so much as nine-tenths 
of them are. che 

Surely the general tendency of these remarks is against, and not for,a “rank 
barb,” in favour of which as contrasted with my “ straight-pointed” hooks Mr. 
Gribble quotes the authority of their author? 

But why cannot your correspondents leave me and my hooks—or books—alone, and 
either reject them or accept them as seems good to themselves, without challenging 
for their personal glorification an “ordeal by correspondence” in your columns ? 
I don’t think, as a rule, they “score” much in the encounter, and it bores me 
immensely, and probably the majority of your readers also, At any rate, if, smitten 
by the cacoéthes scribendi, they must rush into print, they might at least save me 
the trouble of answering and exposing flagrant mis-statements of matters of fact, the 
result, we must hope, either of careless reading or inaccurate or incomplete quota- 
tion. 

Putting aside Mr. Gribble and his letter, it is hardly necessary to say that I do 
not hold to my hooks, or any other of my suggestions on fishing tackle, being the 
ultimate and unimprovable outcome of all conceivable excellence. It is very possible 
Iam wrong about hook bends as about other things. I have often been wrong 
before, and I shall no doubt often be wrong again ; but, as far as I can see, it will 
require more candid and more cogent reasoning than that of your correspondent to 
convince me of the error of my ways. As regards a twist outwards in the point- 
side of hooks for small trout flies, 1am by no means swre that it might not prove 
practically advantageous though theoretically indefensible. Indeed, it is not many 
months ago that, on the strength of your opinion and that of others, I suggested 
to my then hook-makers to try some of my patterns of turn-down eyed-hook in 
the smaller sizes with the points slightly turned out. It has not been done, because 
they replied that the customers amongst whom their trade principally lay positively 
declined to have anything to do with twist-pointed hooks. 

Notwithstanding my general remarks above on the subject of “ correspondences ” 
a prowes de bottes, I desire to add that for the courteous suggestions on these matters 
of several recent correspondents in your columns I am sincerely indebted, and I can 
assure them that their valuable hints and criticisms have received, and will receive, 
all careful and open-minded consideration.—I am, &c., 

H, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 


THE NUMBERS OF HOOKS.—EYED SALMON-HOOKS. 

S1r,—I have been much interested in the discussion on numbering hooks in the 
‘“F.G.,” and note this week the suggestions of Messrs. A. H. Gribble and “J. F. H.” 
That of the former would meet the difficulty here, but I am afraid having two 
numbers on would confound the foreigner; the latter would bea great improve- 
ment on the present system, and perhaps be as much as we ought to expect the 
makers to do at once, 

Kindly allow me to say something about the shape of hooks. Four of us from 
this town have done a little salmon-fishing this last season, and ‘we have used two 
kinds of eyed-hooks—one made by Messrs. Hutchinson and Son, of Kendal, with 
turned-up eyes, and bent something similar to Mr. Hall's ; the other, Mr, Pennell’s 
turned-down eyes, made by Messrs. Harrison, Bartleet, and Co. ‘The latter are 
very finely tapered at the eye—many here saying too much so ; so I thought I would 
try what they would break at, and got a small-sized Kendal and puta string through 
the eye, and attached it to a spring balance, and it broke at the eye with a strain of 
261b, I tried the other of similar size and pulled 16lb., and then left off, thinking 
it was good enough. We are unanimous in favour of the turned-down eye, but 
think the smaller-sized ought to have the same size of eye as the larger, for it is 
hard work to get two fold of salmon gut through the small ones; but I think the 
fly hangs better on the gut when it is tight in the eye, and it would be impossible 
to get twisted gut through any of the sizes. Two are in favour of one bend and two 
the other, Those in favour of Kendal say that with standing off a little it hooks 
better ; the others that Mr. Pennell’s are equally as good for that purpose, besides 
swimming straight, and therefore looking more like a thing of life. 

I may say that one lost two good fish through the turned-down eyes breaking at 
the barb (he thinks they were cut too deep), and that I have used Messrs, Hutchin- 
son’s hooks for over twenty years for all kinds of fishing, and never had one either 
broke or stretched,—I am, &c., 

7, Barlow-street, Oldham. 





JAMES Woop. 





Str,—Why could not the makers of fish-hooks give us the absolute value, i2 
fractions of an inch, of the opening of the hook, and put a label to that effect out- 
side their packets? This would be a certain remedy for the confusion at present pre- 
vailing ; on the other hand, it would admit of the retention, if desired, of thé 


existing “numbers.” The best unit appears to me to be the twenty-fifth of an 
inch; this would be readily understood in the United Kingdom and Colonies. It 
would be an equally rational unit for the continent of Europe, because it is almost 
exactly equal to a millimetre. Thus, for example, an Englishman ordering a 
packet of hooks numbered 1, 2, 23, 3 (absolute scale) would have sent to him hooks 
respectively 1, 2, 25, and 3 twenty-fifths of an inch wide from point to shank.. A 
Frenchman or German giving the same order would, of course, get the same things, 
only he would regard the width as equal to the same number of millimetres, 

The unit I have proposed is, on this and other grounds, one of great practical 
convenience, I should add, also, that the millimetre is a measure now legalised in 
this country.—I am, «c., 

Glasgow, Noy. 21. F.R.S. 


HOOK NUMBERING, AND OTHER ITEMS. 

Srr,—I have read with interest the recent correspondence on this subject, and cannot 
help regretting that the makers cannot see their way to a uniform and rational 
system, Of course we are willing to believe—if we cannot understand—what the 
manufacturers say about the practical difficulties, to them, of making an alteration ; 
but surely these difficulties are not insuperable. After all, hooks are only used by 
anglers, and it is strange if their wishes and requirements are not worth some slight 
attention, The present state of things is really intolerable. I have just picked up 
three angling books—recent ones. The first, speaking of trout-flies, uses the only 
numbering I happen to be acquainted with; the obvious result being that every- 
thing the other two writers have to say on the sizes of trout-flies (a not unimportant 
matter) is utterly incomprehensible. The most natural system seems to me to be to 
begin at the beginning—No. 1 (sizes being measured by the distance between shank 
and point) ; and the smallest size No, 1 might measure exactly 1-16in. in this respect, 
which is as small a size as would ever be required, I should suppose ; and from this 
size No. 1 the others would go naturally 1, 2, 3, &c., to any size, salmon or shark. 

The next difficulty would be by how much should any size be larger than the one 
before it ; for, unless this is fixed, we should have no guarantee that one maker’s 
No. 12 would coincide with another’s No. 12. I imagine this difficulty could be got 
over, and the gradually increasing difference between the sizes fixed with perfect 
accuracy by mathematical means—in fact, a geometrical progression, which would 
insure that a hook measuring, say, }in. across (between extreme point and shank) 
would bear the same number, no matter by whom made. It will beseen that I have 
taken no notice of thickness of wire, nor length of shank; these points might be 
left, I think, to the fancy of makers and buyers. From what I have said, it will 
be seen that the larger size hooks will advance by greater jumps than small sizes, 
which is as it should be, and I may also remark that there is no advantage in 
having too great a number of sizes. 

Mr, Gribble’s remarks in this week’s GAZETTE strike me as being worth atten- 
tion ; but I should like to add that it is not much use asking the hook-maker to 
make any alteration in their present systems until a real improvement is the result, 
and a simple, rational, and, if possible, mathematical method is arrived at ; and, 
with this reflection, I humbly commend to their consideration the above suggestions. 

I am very much inclined to think Mr. Gribble right when he says that he thinks 
‘Mr. Pennell applies his mechanical theory without sufficient reference to facts.” 
This remark applies to a good many writers. One “fact” often forgotten is that 
the hook is (or should be) in a fish’s mouth, which is quite different from driving it 
into other substances by way of experiment. For instance, as regards length of 
shank, Mr. Pennell’s hooks may take a very good hold of a piece of soft wood ; but 
I consider them quite unnecessarily long in the shank for taking a proper hold 
when inside a fish’s mouth, and the drawback is that they make such a long, 
awkward-looking fly, even the smallest sizes. Iam also of opinion that a much less 
pronounced barb than common would answer the purpose better ; a hook much less 
frequently loses its hold from having a too slight barb, than from not having 
penetrated over it. Most anglers will, I think, agree with me here—I are oe 





THE TOWY (LLANDILO), CARMARTHENSHIRE, 

Sir,—The season for the Towy and its tributaries was brought to a close on 
the 1st inst., after a not very favourable season for successful salmon-fishing ; how- 
ever, the persevering followers of Old Izaak were more or less successful, chiefly 
among the local anglers and strangers who visited Llandilo, where, by the bye, there 
is splendid accommodation for anglers at the Cawdor Hotel, where, with the 
courteous permission of Lord Emlyn, guests are favoured with good salmon-fishing 
free ot charge; in fact, some of the best pools in the Towy are on the Golden Grove 
preserves. One word before I leave the subject, The “cuisine” at the Cawdor 
is A 1, and, to fastidious anglers, this is something. 

Returning to the successful anglers for the season on the Towy in this neighbour- 
hood, we find that thorough angler, Mr. Bradshaw, of Rock Villa, heading the list 
with some fine bags of salmon and sewin; Dr. Williams, of Llanelly, also, with 
some fine sewin, one day’s bag of 17lb. being greatly admired. Captain Mitford 
also figures with a fine show of fish, including one of the finest yellow trout, which 
turned the scales for 2#1b.; Mr. Lewis, of course, being champion of the heavy 
weights with his magnificent 34-pounder, and several other fish from 8lb, to 12lb. ; 
while following, among the last fortnight, comes a beautiful 20-pounder by Squire 
Hughes, of Tregib, which showed good sport. That genuine sportsman and ardent 
fisherman, Geo, Romean, Esq., as I before stated, killed a few fine fish, among them 
being asplendid pair, weighing respectively 16{1lb. and 201b., which were beautifully 
handled during fifteen minutes’ exciting play with each. 

Next comes that venerable and respected angler, known to every rambler by the Towy 
and streams in the neighbourhood, Mr. George Hughes—better known among brother 
of the rod as the Baron—hale and hearty at seventy-two; he brought to bank, in 
the closing week, two fine fish of 83lb. and 1031b., besides numerous sewin during 
the season. 

J. F. F. Common, Esq., Cardiff, killed a fine clean-run fish of 1741b. on the Golden 
Grove preserves with the Poynder fly, and was successful in rising a few more fish 
during his short stay here, which says a great deal for a stranger to the Towy. 
Mr. Hugh Hopkins, of Hopkins Bros., ranks among the lucky ones with some fine 
baskets of trout, calmon, and sewin. Mr. Davies, the genial host of the Black Ox, 
Llandilo (another rendezvous for anglers, where the best of attention can be got), 
was successful in landing fifteen salmon and grilse from the Cothy—a tributary ; 
while other brothers of the angle have been more or less successful. 

We leave Towy and Cothy now for another season, leaving both to the attention 
of the bailiff, who, we trust, will deal sharply with offenders against all migratory 
fish, and we here, as I said before, offer a suggestion to open the river for salmon 
angling the first week of April, and let those who hold a salmon license kill or leave 
alone any fish they may get after date, and, by all means, extend the rod-fishing to 
the middle or end of November. I am prepared to ventilate the question with any 
one holding reasoning views on the subject, and also would offer some suggestions to 
riparian proprietors that would, were they adopted, improve their fishings and 
otherwise improve their property.—I am, &c., CocH-A-BoNDDU. 


ANTI-NIAGARA WATERPROOF. 

S1r,—In reply to your footnote to the letter of “R. C.” in the “F. G.” of Nov. 
20th, I have tried all sorts of waterproof coats to keep me dry when fishing. All 
have been hitherto miserable failures. I once had one made, regardless of cost 
The first day I had occasion to wear it was a “soaker.” Thinking myself “ perfectly 
safe,” I smiled complacently. My old fisherman—G, Hone—had a common water- 
man’s tarpaulin coat on which I had given him ; he smiled complacently, too. After 
two hours I found that my coat was almost as wet inside as it was outside. I asked 
the old man if he felt wet. ‘“ Not inside,” was his reply ; and at the end of the day 
he was as dry as a bone, 

After this I had a stout indiarubber coat, double material from the waist to the 
bottom ; this again was a failure, I thought the matter over, and have had a coat 
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made, taking the one old George wears as a rough pattern, the material being better 
and the workmanship superior, with several improvements, “although I shouldn’t 
care to walk down Bond-street with it on.” You can sit down or stand, and at the 
end of a wet day, on removing the waterproof you will not find even a wet coat- 
cuff. 
The coat, with ordinary care, will last for years, and the total costis 25s. Messrs. 
~ R. Cooper, 93, Gracechurch-street, made it for me, and if any angler wants a really 
waterproof coat they can get one by giving Messrs. R. Cooper an order, and asking 
them to make a coat precisely like the one they made for—Yours, &c., 
ALFRED MACKRILL, 





FISHING COATS. 


Srr,—I cannot understand why so few fishermen use the Melton cloth overcoat 
(worn by hunting men) as a wet weather fishing-coat. | They may be made to order, 
like mine, longer than the riding-coat, with any number of pockets ; will stand 
the drag of four or five brace of grouse, and turn an immense amount of rain if of 
the best quality. 

I fish or shoot near three hundred days a year, and always wear the above in real 
wet weather. If very wet, a Cardigan jacket underneath absorbs any slight damp 
that comes through. Of course, a coat underneath is unnecessary, except for 
warmth, After two or three years’ wear it is well to rewaterpoof the coat by im- 
mersing it in water to which has been added equal parts of sugar of lead and alum. 
—Iam, &c., WATCHET, 





Srr,—Some few weeks ago, one of your clients asked, through you, the opinion of 
anglers as to the best shape of coat for angling purposes. All seem, however, to 
have been so busily employed in catching fish that I believe the query is still open. 

Small fish rise first,so I break the water and give my opinion for what it is 
worth. 

Firstly, material. Well, I like a good Bannockburn tweed. That necessitates a 

“wenuine one, and not its Yorkshire relative. They can scarcely be torn, are easy and 
clean in wear, and quickly dry after rain. They are to be had thick or thin, thus 
suiting any season. 

Shape. I greatly prefer a shooting coat; it is a comfortable and convenient 
shape, and holds, without any undue prominence, any quantity of pockets. I like 
it so made that you can, when necessary, button iv from neck to waist. It must not 
be so long as to interfere with wading. Have the ordinary turn-down collar, not too 
deep, and with a tab, so that on a cold or stormy day you just button your coat down 
to the waist, put up your collar, button your tab across,and defy the weather. Also 
please note, when the midges are out with all their forces, up with your collar, 
button your tab tightly across, and by those simple means you upset their schemes, 
which go so hand in hand with the advent of that good fish, and stop their little 
game of percolating down your back, 

In fishing, even more than for shooting, it is requisite to have your coat to come 
very close up under the arm—like the volunteer rifle tunic—or it works in a most 
uneasy manner at every cast of the fly. 

Pockets. You can have them all over in a shooting coat. Have flaps on all out- 
side pockets, aud all inside pockets to button, or their contents are in danger every 
time you have to stoop. I like two hare pockets, and two large breast pockets in- 
side, two pockets in the skirt outside, and a ticket pocket. 

In a coat of this description you can have the shoulder Icathered for pannier strap, 
in the same way you have it for your gun. If at all delicate or afraid of the after 
effects of rain, you can protect the spine effectually by lining the back, from top to 
vent, with the leg of an old fishing stocking. This material comes in very useful, 
too, if you look favourably on waterproof pockets. 

For the colder months I find flannel sleeve-linings an almost necessary luxury ; in 
fact, I am partial to flannel for both summer and winter—it is such a preventitive 
against catching cold, if you perspire at all heavily. Another luxury in sleeves is 
false ones—that is, flannel ones 6in. long sewn inside the others. They have a piece 
of elastic run in at the wrist, which it must tightly grasp. They keep your arms 

“warm and dry during wind and rain. For fishing, as in shooting, an extra length 
of sleeve gives comfort. 

If the summer is showery, I like a thin, waterproof, tweed dust coat as well, 
which I shorten, when wading, by having seven military hooks (not fish-hooks, but 
hooks with a bent tongue) sewn on, at such a height from the bottom and inside the 
coat that when the worked eyes at the bottom of the coat are looped upon the hooks, 
my overcoat is the same length as my under one.—I am, Xc., : 

WILLIAM SANG, 





A FINE TAKE OF PIKE, 


S1r,—I have the pleasure to forward the particulars of a splendid show of jack 
captured by Mr. A. F. Wrightson, a member of this society, and Mr, Frank Humphrey, 
of Barnsbury. The fish were taken in Hampshire during Thursday and Friday last, 
and consisted of twenty-one jack taken by Mr. Wrightson weighing 151lb., and 
twenty-one by Mr. Humphrey 148lb. The fish varied from 51b, to 15lb, each, and 
made a gross total of 2ewt. 2qr. 191b.—I am, Ke., 

Stanley Anglers’ Society. Gro, E, WALKER (Hon, Sec.) 


A DEFINITION OF ANGLING: DEAN SWIFT OR DR. JOHNSON, 


_$rr,—I am afraid that nothing short of peas in your beots the next time you go 
a-fishing, or a hair shirt for the remainder of the close season, could atone for the 
injustice which you confess to have done the worthy “Samivel.” He is fathered 
with so much that was foreign to his nature that I really begin to doubt that the 
old lexicographer sleeps as peacefully as he should be allowed to do. “ Any port in 
a storm” is a well-worn saying, but I am thinking it will best excuse my authority 
for asserting this definition of angling to be the utterance of Dean Swift. This 
authority is William Hone, a correct man in many things, and he gives the definition 
as follows: “A stick and a string, a worm at one end, and a fool at the other.” It 
shall be found in his everyday book, Vol. II., p. 770. Now the question is, Where in 
Swift’s works may it be found? AndsoI hope that during the present long evenings 
to drop across it and let you know. In the meantime set it down to Swift, as Dr. 
Johnson was certainly too loving an admirer of our “ Father Izaak” to have such an 
imputation made against him.—I am, &c., Tiny TIM, 





Srr,—Like yourself, I have often had my mind much “exercised” by the fre- 
quently quoted “a fool at one end, and a worm at the other,” attributed to the great 
moralist ; but in the course of a lifetime’s somewhat extensive reading, I have never 
come across the passage i” situ. Dr. Johnson was so great an admirer of Izaak 
Walton’s “ Lives” that he would have contributed, on request, to a new edition of 
that work, had he not known that Lord Hailes had one already in hand. True, he 
might approve a man as an able biographer of bishops of the Church of England, 
yet dislike him as an angler ; but he was notoriously so strong in his prejudices, his 
likings, and dislikings, that it is reasonable to suppose he could hardly make a 
mental separation of Walton’s two characters. But we have still further proof that 
the sturdy moralist did not object to Walton as an angler. When in 1774 he visited, 
at Lichfield, Peter Garrick, the elder brother of the famous actor, Mr. Garrick’s 
talk was all about fishing, when Dr. Johnson advised him to read ‘ Walton’s 
Angler,” and repeated some verses from that work, From any man’s repeating, 
impromptu, passages from a book, it may fairly be inferred that he had frequently 
perused it, and was most unlikely to hold up its author, among others, to general 
contempt by means of a most severe, stinging, and dogmatic assertion. Those 
interested, who have sufficient leisure, might search Johnson’s “ Rambler and Idler.” 
My copy (Harrison’s “British Classics”) unfortunately has no index to either. 
Boswell does not appear to have recorded any such pithy saying, and it could hardly 
possibly have escaped his microscopic observation, ‘“Bozzy” certainly gravely re- 





corded more trifling sayings, as satirised in a clever apochryphal Johnsoniana— 
* Of smal! beer, he said it was ‘a flatulent liquor.’ ” 

In Johnson's great Dictionary there is not the slightest condemnation of fishing 
under “angle” and other words bearing on the subjest, but, on the contrary, genial 
quotations ; and, to crown all, let me give one of these under the word “ rod ‘oy 


“ Let the fisherman 
Increase his tackle, and his rod re-tie.” 
—Gay, 


Here the lexicographer quotes, and, as we Scots say, “ homologates,” an in- 
junction, not a reproof ; with which happy conclusion let you, Mr. Editor, and all 
good anglers (not forgetting tackle-makers, rejoicing in the word “ increase”’) rest 
happy, and possess your, and their, souls in peace,—I am, &c., 


Bennett-street, St. James’s. J. D, DOUGALL. 





ETYMOLOGY OF BLEAK. 


S1r,—In the article “ The Looker-On,”’ which appeared in your issue of last week, 
the author refers to and relies on the etymology of bleak as printed in Chambers’s 
“ Etymological Dictionary” as colourless, dull and cheerless, cold, from Anglo- 
Saxon “blec” pale. 

This may be perfectly correct ; but the following fact is curious :—Fishing in 
Sweden last year for bait, I caught, with a small fly, quantities of bleak, which 
there are called “ blick,’ which is Norse for tin, or bright and shining.—I am, &c., 

Sydenham. T. J. ALLMAN, 


SEEDS AS BAIT FOR FISH. 


Sir,—Anent the investigation of the question of “Seeds as Fish Food,” the fol- 
lowing extract may be of interest to the readers of the “F. G.” ; it is from a small 
book on ‘ The Green Fields and their Grasses,” and is as follows :— 

“A very common is that large, wild oat (Avena fatwa), which springs up in the 
cornfields, and is so similar to the cultivated species that some botanists think it is 
the plant. Its florets have long, twisted awns attached to them, which constitute 
an excellent hygrometer, as they are affected by even the slightest change in the 
atmosphere. This grass is remarkable for the length of time during which its seeds 
will lie in the earth without losing their vegetating power. The seeds are used as 
artificial flies in fishing.” 

Here we have a solution of the mystery, and the hard nut may be supposed to be 


cracked. If in practice this worked well, what a lot of trouble to man, and pain 
to God’s creatures, might be saved! How easy to carry a good stock of bait !—I 
am, Xc., 


Berwick-on-T weed. JOSEPH JOHN HILLS. 


“BADMINTON” FISHING VOLUME,—SORRECTION, 


Sin,—There isa slight inaccuracy in what is by far the best contribution to the 
“Badminton” Fishing Volumes. In Vol. I. page 186, Major Traherne, speaking of his 
favourite salmon-rod, says, “It is a greenheart in three splices, made by Farlow.” In 
the next edition, which may soon be required, I would suggest to the Major to say 
that it is in three joints, with two splices. Oh! if a fishing book could but be 
written to order, what a book on salmon could the Major produce, and how “my 
friend Colonel R——’ mentioned at page 199 of above-named vol., could second his 
efforts ! Such accumulated experience, with the exquisite facility of instruction the 
Major possesses, ought not to be lost to the salmon-fishers of the present and 
future. Fancy what a sale such a book would have, and what a field is open for 
illustrations. Woodcuts and photographs of rivers, lakes, fish, and fishermen would 
make such a book as never was seen.—I am, &c., B. 








THE AMERICAN WHED.—WATERPROOES. 


Srr,—I am afraid, for a time at least, “ Silver Grey ” and his friends will find they 
have to contend with a pest which will defy all their efforts to eradicate it. The 
only course I can advise is to let well alone, and to allow the plant to take its course 
unchecked until it exhausts its vitality and dies a natural lingering death. Some 
years ago the shallow streams and ditches round Oxford, in common, I believe, with 
all such places on the upper and, for the greater part of its course, the lower 
Thames, were invaded in the same manner, until people began to fancy they were 
possessed of a similar incubus to that which, according to a popular writer of fiction, 
rested on the botanical enthusiast who introduced the Eyyptian Grow-for-ever into 
his private lake; fortunately, this was not the case. If my memory serves me 
correctly, only one sex, the female plant, became acclimatised in England. Where- 
ever it is introduced it flourishes luxuriantly at first, but so prolific is the growth 
that it quickly exhausts the soil and gradually disappears. This has been the case 
in and around Oxford, and it is difficult now to find more than a few mediocrove 
specimens in the spots where it formerly grew and flourished. Cutting, except to 
strengthen and assist it to spread by distributing fresh cuttings, is perfectly use- 
less ; but, if the water can be drained off, the horses and cows in the vicinity will 
eagerly assist the swans in its disposal. 

A question has also been asked concerning waterproofs. I have found a very 
cheap and serviceable substitute for indiarubber in unbleached calico dressed with 
gold size and oil. If your correspondent will kindly wait a few days, I will write 
to a friend of mine and obtain the receipt and forward it to the “F.G.” office.— 
I am, &c,, THE CHERWELL OTTER. 


FISHING IN THE OUSE AT HUNTINGDON, &c. 


Sir,—I am much obliged for your insertion of my letter in your issue of 13th 
inst. Inclosed I send you a cutting from a local paper (the Peterborough Standard) 
containing an account of the Godmanchester Corporation meeting, in which, amongst 
other business, the letting of the Godmanchester Corporation Fisheries is discussed. 
My object in sending this is to show you, firstly, that a member of the corporation 
asks what are the limits of the Godmanchester Corporation waters; and secondly, 
the nature of the reply given by the town clerk, from which I gather that the general 
public must not hope to be favoured with much information from that gentleman. 

But, Sir, when Mr. Rout makes such a sweeping assertion as to state that the cor- 
poration of Godmanchester and inhabitants have the sole and ewclusive right of 
angling in five other parishes (from Offord to Houghton) besides their own, I 
believe I shall not be alone in thinking that his statement most certainly needs 
corroboration, as, on the face of it, it looks unreasonable ; and I venture to suggest 
that without such corroboration your readers will agree with me thatif Mr. Rout 
wishes to insert in his reports the words, “Subscriptions are required for fishing,” 
and bases his right to collect them on the authority of Mr. Maulden, the tenant of the 
Godmanchester Corporation Fisheries, he should either confine his reports to Godman- 
chester parish alone, or give ample and conclusive proof that Godmanchester holds 
this strange monopoly over so many miles of river beyond its parish boundaries. 

Apologising for again troubling you,—I am, &c., 

56, Great Northern-street, Huntingdon, Noy, 23. Cuas. A, BRYANT. 


[The following from the Peterborough Standard, Noy. 13th, is the extract 
referred to by our correspondent.— ED, | 


“ CORPORATION FISHERIES.—A letter was read from William Maulden, making an 
application to the Corporation for hiring the Corporation Fisheries for one year, at 
£5 5s, per annum, Application granted.—Mr. E. Seward asked if Maulden fished 
in the backwater, and what was the limit laid down.—The Clerk said he (Maulden) 
hired all the Corporation water ; but the inhabitants of Godmanchester have an 
exclusive right of fair fishing in the Corporation water, which is expressed in the 
agreement,” ; 
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FISHING IN THE RIVER OUSEH, 


S1r,—I see that “Rout” invariably ends his weekly report with the vague 
announcement that “ subscriptions are required for fishing.” 

What subscriptions are required? How much is the subscription for a day’s, or 
a week’s, or a month’s, or a year's fishing? It is left to the angler to subscribe 
what he thinks fit. Is the mean man at liberty to fish for a week for, say, 
a shilling, while the more generous angler subscribes, say, ten shillings 
for a couple of days? When an angler has paid his subscription, can he fish from 
the meadow side of the river, or must he fish from the towing-path, or hire a 
boat ? 

I hope “ Rout,” or some angler who has fished at Huntingdon recently, will be 
good enough to answer these questions for the information and benefit of London 
anglers, if you will kindly grant space for the purpose.—I am, &c., 

MARK, 





NEAR ST. IVES. 


S1r,—I see in last week’s “F'. G.” that you would like to hear something about 
the Ouse below St. Ives. I have only been able to get two days’ fishing during the 
last month, and each day the water has been badly coloured, and had not time to 
recover its usual height after flood, Each day I only got one fish, weighing about 
2lb. ; but I think I might have done better if I had fished with live bait instead of 
spinning. 

I spoke toa local angler on Monday last and he told me he thought the river had 
been a good deal netted of late years, but there were still plenty of fish. On Satur- 
day he killed one 841b, with spinning tackle,—I am, &e., F, M, E. 


THE OUSE 





THINGS HARD TO UNDERSTAND. 


S1r,—In your last number but one Mr. Scargill related an instance of surprising 
success in salmon-fishing under apparently exceptionally adverse conditions. So 
unlikely and, seemingly, so hopeless was the situation that he, as he remarked, play- 
fully offered to wager “two hundred pennies to one ” with his keeper that no salmon 
could be hooked that day. Wonderful to hear, the issue astoundingly falsified his 
fears, for he caught seven fine salmon before night—a feat he had probably never 
performed before in all the promising days he had fished. 

I was forcibly reminded of the above case, and also of the old aphorism that “ the 
expected does not often come to pass,” and further confirmed in a frequently 
proved opinion that the “unlikeliest days are the luckiest,” by a day’s salmon- 
fishing I had on the Lune about a week ago. Like Mr. Scarrgill’s day, it was about 
as unfavourable a one, according to the judgment or prejudices of anglers, as it 
could be : a bright, unclouded sky, clear water, with a slight, but keen, east wind. 
I had little hope of a fish, for on very many likely days I had failed to hook one, 
though I judged there were more fish in the river than on the day I now allude to. 
I will at once confess my astonishment, not less than my delight, at the wonderful 
sport this bad-looking day supplied, for ina few hours I landed five salmon, tour 
of which were in the best condition of any I have seen this season, weighing alto- 
gether 801b, 

Next day, with fully better (supposed) conditions, I had only one small fish—6lb. 
The day following that I hooked one, which broke me; the day after, the most 
likely day for a week past, I had never a run. Previous to last week I had fished a 
week, all good days as to conditions, without a run; and in a month’s fishing I had 
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only caught one fish more than I got on this one strikingly unlikely day, Can any 
one account for such rare results with such unfavourable conditions? This is not 
the first time I have been surprised to find my fears for sport on unlikely days 
groundless and foolish, in respect to trout-fishing ; but amongst salmon it is a new 
experience, as I had always observed that to get salmon our so-called favourable 
conditions were absolutely necessary. 

I ought to explain that I fish with the minnow, trolling in a reach of deep, still 
water. Since the Ist of October I had fourteen fish, eight of them being landed last 
week. The bait I got most of them with is one of my own, which will be avail- 
able to every angler before another season.—I am, Xc., 

Lancaster, Nov. 17, HowARD LIvEsry, 
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SCOTCH NOTES. 


ANNAN.—PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT oF SALMON FISHING IN THE ANNAN.—I 
understand that two influential Annandale gentlemen are about to carry out an ob- 
ject for the improvement of the Annan as a salmon-fishing river. It is proposed to 
introduce salmon ova and fry from the Tweed and Tay rivers and place them in the 
upper reaches of the Annan, selecting, as far as possible, places that will afford 
natural shelter and hides for the young fry during the course of maturation. For 
some years it has been noticed that while the salmon readily ascend the Annan in 
large numbers in the autumn for the purpose of breeding, the sport among anglers 
has been gradually declining. The past season has shown the river to be abundantly 
stocked with fine salmon, which have refused all lures with which they have been 
tempted, It is said that the transfer of ova or salmon fry from one distant river to 
another tends to improve the river, both for the purpose of food supply, as well as 
affording better sport. It is to be hoped the praiseworthy experiment will be carried 
out in the spring of next year. 

TWEED AND TEvioT.—The disciples of the gentle art have again had a gloriou 
week’s sport with salmon on both these rivers, all the casts on the various waters 
having yielded well ; but the palm falls this time on the Floors Castle and Carham 
waters for good average takes. The Ednam House water is doing fairly well, and 
the same remark applies to Lower Floors water. On the Hendersyde and Sprouston _ 
waters the takes have been fully an average, while the amount of fish killed on the 
Birgham and Makerstoun waters have been very fair. On the Floors upper water, 
in eights days’ fishing, Mr. Cooper killed 70 fish, On the Floors lower water, the 
Messrs, Smith, Bramcote, Notts., had about 50 in six days. On the Hendersyde 
water, in seven days, the take was between 60 and 70; while on the Carham water, 
over 70 fish fell to the Messrs. Hay-Gordon’s rods. On the Rutherford water, the 
numbers got cannot be properly given, but it will be enough to say that on several 
days as many as fifteen salmon were killed in one day by two rods, while eleven 
were a usual occurrence. On the ‘Floors upper water, Mr. Cooper's 
two best days produced thirteen each ; and on the Birgham water (Earl of Howe’s), 
Lord Wimborne killed 16 salmon on one day. On the Wark water, too, eleven 
fish have been got by Mr. Russell and the Hon. Geoffrey Dawnay. The Teviot has also 
fished well—in fact, it has been the best season in the river for many years back, and in 
many cases individual anglers have already had‘nearly a dozen fish to their own rod, 
while Dr. Mackenzie, in one day, killed four (a most remarkable feat on this river), 
and lost another. On Monday last, Mr. William Lamb, tailor, killed three also. 
The rivers are now in grand ply, and a most successful termination to the back-end 
season is now confidently expected by all anglers on the river.— MAXWHEEL, Kelso, 
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LOCH LEVEN TROUT. 
By EDWARD HAMILTON, M.D. 


THE introduction of Salmo levenensis into the lakes and rivers, not 
only of this country, but of all parts of the world where the 
Salmonide can live, appears to be the chief desideratum of the 
pisciculturists of the present day. Thousands, one may say, in- 
deed, millions of the ova and fry of this fish have been trans- 
ported from the various fish farms, and introduced often very 
indiscriminately into waters which may, or may not, be suitable. 

This plan of proceeding naturally leads one to suppose that, in the opinion of 
fish-breeders and fishery proprietors, the Loch Leven trout is not only the best 
for stocking, but also for improving the stock already in the water, by inter- 
breeding with them. 

It may be worth while to consider, if this opinion is well founded, whether 
Salmo levenensis is a fish particularly well qualified for this purpose, or whether, 
being a fish, as some suppose, originating from another species modified by cir- 
cumstances, its powers of reproduction and survival are not on the wane ; in 
fact, whether the Loch Leven trout, as it is found at the present day, is not a 
degenerate form of one species of Salmonide ? 

The origin of this particular form of trout is a very difficult problem to solve. 
Is Salmo levenensis, as some authors assert, merely a form of Salmo furio 
altered by food, locality, &c. Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell, in the Badminton 
Library article, ‘‘ Fishing,” p. 177, says, ‘‘ There is not enough evidence for con- 
sidering Salmo levenensis as other than a variety, and, it must be admitted, a 
-very beautiful and sporting variety of the common trout.” If this be so, why 
does not the common trout, S. fario, or that variety known as Highland 
trout, S. montana, both found in Loch Leven, put on the same appearance as 
S. levenensis? Their food and habitat are the same. 

Parnell, Richardson, Yarrell, Giinther, and others make Salmo levenensis 
a distinct species. Giinther defines it as “a non-migratory species 
inhabiting Loch Leven and other lakes in the south of Scotland and 
north of England.” But this distinguished ichthyologist, I believe, is 
of opinion that the Salmo levenensis, as described by Parnell and other 
writers of that day, is not the same fish as the Loch Leven trout as now 
found. Parnell, who wrote in 1834, says: “ This species of trout, to many 
persons a most delicious article of food, is considered by most naturalists as a 
variety of the Salmo fario or common trout, the redness of the flesh depending 
on the nature of the food. I consider it, however, not only as distinct from the 
Salmo fario, but one of the best-defined and most constant in its characters of 
all species hitherto described.” He also states that this species is to be found in 
Loch Scone, in Perthshire, and in some of the lochs in Sutherlandshire. ; 

As to the presence of this fish in other lochs than that of Loch Leven, it 
would be more satisfactory if we knew whether these fish had been compared 
specimen with specimen—i.e , with Loch Leven trout. To take the external 
appearance, or even the number of coecal appendages, or the character of the 
yomerine teeth, or the statement of others is not sufficient. It appears, also, 









that many of the specimens sent from these localities were fish about 6in. or 
so in length—i.e., in what may be called an advanced parr state. If Loch Leven 
trout of from Gin. to Yin. in length are compared with sea-trout, Salmo trutta 
of the same size, they will be found to be identical. 

Some suppose, and this supposition has gained ground of late—that the Loch 
Leven trout are descendants of a landlocked form of sea-trout, either S. trutta, 
S. cambricus, or S. albus, all of which are probably only varieties of the same 
fish. Supposing it be so, it will be interesting to discover, if we can, at what 
period this anadromous form was prevented from performing its annual 
migration to the sea. 

Sir Robert Sibbald, who wrote his history and description of Kinross-shire in 
1710, says : “ Loch Leven abounds with fine fish, such as salmonds, taken in 
summer. The (elletroch, or red-womb trout, it hath a small head ; it is usually 
18in. long. The speckled trout, red womb, with white fins, taken in October 
with nets ; some are reddish within, some whitish. The Gray trout or Bill 
trout, some of them as big as a salmond ; grayish skinn’d and red fish’d, a foot 
long taken all the year over. Cendue or Camdue in Irish, Blackhead, having a 
black spot on the top of its head, is fat, big as a Dunbar herring, red fish’d, 
much esteem’d. Big eels and pearches in abundance.” So that in 1710 it was 
evident that Loch Leven had an unimpeded communication with the sea, and 
all the migratory Salmonide had free ingress and egress. 

He says also many water fowls haunt this loch, such as the common heron, 
the bittern, the snipe, the teal, the water rail, the King’s Fisher, the coot, the 
swan, sundry gulls, wild geese, and wild ducks. 

Robert Beatson (‘General View of Agriculture in Fifeshire,” 1794) states that 
the river Leven abounds with salmon and trout, and that the trout caught in 
the river were much larger than those caught in the loch. He says nothing, 
however, about salmon in the loch; but at that time, according to him, there 
were on the river, ‘the water of which is strong, constant, and clear,” two very 
large cotton mills, eleven corn mills, three wauk mills, seven lint mills, and one 
flour mill. 

David Ure (“ Stat. Hist. of Kinross-shire ”) says, in 1797 Loch Leven was 
fifteen miles in circumference ; he refers to Pennant for the account of the fish 
in the Loch. 

Pennant made his tour in Scotland in 1769, and visited Loch Leven in that 
year, He says: “The fish of this lake are pike, small perch, fine eels, and most 
excellent trouts, the best and the reddest I ever saw ; the largest about 6lb. in 
weight.” He makes no mention of salmon, which he certainly would have done 
had they then frequented the loch. The fishermen (from whom he gets his 
knowledge of the fish), he says, “Gave me an account of a species they called 
the Galley Trout, caught only from October to January, which are split, salted, 
and dried for winter provision. ‘“These,” he says, “are certainly our charr, only 
of a much larger size, some being two feet and a half in length.” 

The Rev. Archibald Smith (“ Statistical Account of Kinross,” 1793), says :— 
“The high flavour and bright-red colour of the trout seem evidently to arise 
from the food which nature has provided for them in the loch. A considerable 
part of the bottom is oozy and spongy, from which aquatic plants spring in 
abundance. Trout which feed on these grounds are for the most part more or 
less pink. Those which frequent the stony or gravelly parts have white flesh” ; 
he says, also, ‘ that what appears to contribute to the redness of the trout is the 
presence of fa vast quantity of a small shellfish, red in its colour, abundant all 
over the loch at the bottom among the aquatic weeds, the size of a lint seed. 
Trout are often taken with their mouths full of them.” He goes on to say : 
“Tn Loch Leven are all the different species of hill, burn, and muir trout that 
are to be met with in Scotland, evidently appearing from the diversity of 
manner in which they are spotted ; yet all three different kinds, after being two 
years in the loch, and arriving at jlb. or 1b. in weight, are red in the flesh, as 
all the trout of every kind in the loch are, except, perhaps, those newly brought 
down by the floods, or such as are sickly. The Silver-grey trout, with 
about four or five spots on the middle of each side, is apparently the original 
native of the loch, and in many respects the finest fish of the whole. The fry 
of all kinds are white in the flesh till they come to the size of a herring, about 
the beginning of the third year.” 

“The Galley trout or Char abounds in the loch. What is remarkable of themis 
the size to which they grow, some of them weighing near 2lb. (probably Pennant 
misunderstood the fishermen, and pounds, not feet, were meant), and they are 
never known to rise to a fly, or be caught with a hook baited in any way 
whatever. Besides these, there are vast numbers of eels, pikes, and perch.” 

“The fish in Loch Leven, only a few years ago, sold here for 1d. each, great and 
small, for the trout, and the perch 1d. per dozen ; and about 25 years ago at half 
that price. The fishing was then letat 200 marks Scotch. The trout now sell 
for 4d. per lb., perch 2d. per dozen, pike 2d. per lb.” 

“hose called bull trout are believed to be old ones. In spring, 1791, a large 
one was caught that weighed 10lb. ; many of them weigh 8lb. In 1790, a pike 
was caught in the loch weighing 3121b.” 

Mr. Smith makes no mention of salmon, which, as his report is a statistical 
account ef all the products of Kinross-shire, he certainly would have done, had 
they been present in the loch. 

John Walker, D.D. (“Essay on Natural History and Rural Economy,” pub- 
lished after his death, 1812), states that the loch is five miles in length, and in 
breadth one to three miles. Circumference measured by a wheel on the ic2, 
taking all the indentations of the shore, 15 miles, generally shallow ; but next 
to Queen Mary’s Isle it is from 20 to 30 fathoms in depth. The lake, he goes 
on to say, “is remarkable for the variety and quantity of its fish.” : 

“The first, most frequent is called at the place, the Grey Trout, and is a fish 
not distinctly described by naturalists ; it is found usually from 1b. to 2lb. in 
weight, at times considerably Jarger. This is supposed to be Salmo levenensis N.” 

“The second, called by the inhabitants Bull Trout, Salmo Tawrinus N., sup- 
posed to be a distinct species ; but there is reason to suppose this is the male of 
the above. These two are generally known in Edinburgh as Loch Leven trout.” 

“'The third is called at Kinross the Camduy, is Sin. to 1lin. long, reckoned a 
distinct species ; but is only the grey trout in early age.” 

“The fourth is the Galley troch ; male of the char—nowhere found in so 
great a perfection.” 

“The fifth they call Seconde, which is only the female char.” } 

“The sixth and seventh—Burn and Highland trout ; the latter called Muir 
trout.” 

“ There appears also to be another species of trout in this lake. It is also called 
Bull trout, found in the lower part of the lake, and fora mile or two in the 
Leven, where it is deep and stagnant ; caught to 7Ib. and 8lb. in weight, with 
yellow flesh. Also perch, pike, and eels.” 

Daniell (‘Rural Sports,” 1812) says: ‘The salmon in the Leven are 
esteemed the best in this part of Scotland, and in the loch are trout from Alb. 
to 14lb. weight.” Neither of these authors make any mention of salmon in the 
lake. 

In 1845 Buchanan, in a new Statistical Account of Kinross shire, says: 
“Jt is much to be feared that one of the effects of the late partial drainage of 
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the lake has been the destruction of some of the species of fish and the diminution 
and deterioration of the quality of others.” The char, Salmo lpinus, he says, 
has entirely disappeared, and he ascribes this permanent injury to curtailment 
of area, continued abstraction of the fish by the current of the new sluices, and 
barrenness of the new margin of the loch. 

Mr. David Marshall, writing to Mr. David B. Macgregor, 2nd N ovember, 1886, 
in answer to the question when Loch Leven ceased to have a communication 
with the sea by which salmon and sea-trout could ascend without obstruction, 
after quoting Sir R. Sibbald, says: “It may be noticed that two Loch Leven 
fishermen whom I knew, the late William Whyte, born in 1759, and his 
youngest brother Peter, born in 1764 and died in 1843, found salmon occa- 
sionally in their nets, but their (the salmon’s) residence in the loch had acted 
prejudicially to them on the score of health.” 

From the above extracts, we find that, in 1710, salmon as a migratory fish were 
abundant in Loch Leven; that when Pennant visited it in 1769 salmon had 
ceased to be a fish of the loch, as he certainly would have mentioned it, In 179° 
nothing is said of this fish inhabiting this loch in Archibald Smith's Statistical 
Account of Kinross-shire, although salmon were plentiful, according to Beatson, 
who wrote in 1794, in the river Leven; so that it would appear that, between 
1710 and 1769, some obstruction had taken place either at the mouth of the 
loch, or in some part of the river Leven, or at its mouth, by which the free ingress 
and egress to the lake was impeded, and it seems probable from the evidence of 
the two fishermen, as mentioned by Mr. Marshall, that the occasional salmon 
found in their nets were the last of those landlocked by this obstruction. 

It is therefore likely that the migratory Salmonide, both adult and parr, 
became landlocked between 1710 and 1769. 


(To be continued, } 
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MEDWAY AS AN ANGLING RIVER. 
By EDGAR 8S. SHRUBSOLE. 
(Continued from page 277.) 

WE last left our readers gazing on the picturesque old church at 
Barming, a church to which we commend all our reade’s whose 
tastes are antiquarian or archeological. Did Space permit we should 
like to dwell more largely upon the scene which here presents itself 
to the spectator. Kent, proverbial for her beauties, here presents a 
lovely spectacle. The “silver thread” of the Medway winds its 
sinuous way between overtopping banks clad with verdure, and here and there, 
at this season of the year, the hop-poles, stacked like gipsies’ huts, lend an 
additional charm to the landscape. 

Looking at the situation, however, more practically, we may proceed to state 
that after passing Barming Bridge the angler will find an extensive willow bed 
on the left bank, on the ground of Mr, Stanley. Here there isa very excellent 
bottom, which also has the immense advantage of being gravelly, and has the 
reputation of providing roach of good size in large quantities ; in fact, we may 
say that this place cannot be beaten hereabouts for roach-fishing. 

After passing this spot you may halt on the right bank of the river when you 
get to the “clap-gates.” On both sides of these gates there is a deep hole, 
resorted to by roach and bream; but the bottom is treacherous, and fishermen 
had best be wary. 

Next we come to a part of the river opposite, on the one hand Barnjet, the 
residence of C, Whitehead, Esq. Both sides of the river here are good ; but 
we would especially recommend the left bank. 

As an illustration of the prolific character of the river hereabouts a few years 
back, we may relate the following, which may be taken without the customary 
grain of salt, for it is true. Two of the sons of a gentleman resident in the 
locality were home for the holidays, and the ordinary round of amusements 
having become tedious, fishing was taken up as a final resource. Although the 
paternal gentleman alluded to displays a keen interest in the sport, he for some 
days was indifferent to the new turn which his olive branches had taken. But 
eventually the real instinct was awakened, and he resolved that if his boys went 
in at all for angling they should have a fair field and a good opportunity of 
exercising their skill. Accordingly, ene fine eve saw one or two of his men busily 
baiting the swim, the incipient fishermen being uninformed of the fact. Early 
next morn, along came the twain, fully armed as usual for the fray. Down they 
squatted, and by-and-by wonder succeeded wonder, and they plied their bamboo 
with a success which, to them, was truly marvellous. Morning melted into 
noon, and their respected parental chief being away from home, they did not 
return to the house for luncheon. Dinner neither had any charm for them until 
despatched per courier, and they then made a very comfortable meal. Afternoon 
faded into shadowy evening, and tea was also forwarded. Still they were busy. 
They were of smokable age, and likewise, we believe, of beer-able maturity, 
and a requisite supply of both soothers being forthcoming, through the 
medium of a trusty and secret manseryant, 
smoking till the night lowered, and then the spoils of the many hours were 
gathered together, and their homeward way they wended. Pater had surprised 
them ; now to surprise Pater. The latter, welcoming them in the drawing- 
room, put the not-unexpected query—‘ What sport?” and received in response 
divers melancholy and disconsolate shakes of the head. Pater retired to bed in 
a state of doubt and disappointment. Waking the next morning with the sun, 
he drew up the blind of the bedroom window to gaze out upon the lovely 
prospect, and there he beheld a long line of silvery fish, principally roach and 
bream, placed head and tail together, and extending from the posts of the porch- 
way right across the grounds to the Summer-house, near the river. There was 
considerably over a sackful of fish. The biggest roach was never weighed ; 
but, $0005 own knowledge, must have been 2Ib., whilst there were many dozens 
over lb. j 

Between Barming Bridge and Teston Bridge is also a favourite spot, known 
locally as “ Roberts’s Hole.” It takes its name from a worthy and esteemed 
friend of ours, one Mr. Roberts, the schoolmaster at Barming. This hole is near 
a fine ash tree on the right bank, opposite a cluster of farm-buildings bearing 
the title of the “ Black Fens.” Our friend Roberts is an angler of the enthu- 
siastic order — 

“Oft have we seen him, at the break of dawn, 

Brushing with hasty steps the dew away, 
To meet the sun upon the upland: lawn,” 
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But his mission hath other objects than poetic admiration of the heavenly orb. 
Rod and creel are his constant companions, and, as he has his own peculiar style 
of fishing, his success excites the admiration of all fraternal piscators in the 
locality. Par parenthése, in reference to his mode of angling, we shall have 
more to say when we come to explain the various styles of fishing on the 
Medway. 
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In proof of our friend’s adroitness, we may mention that some time ago he 
baited his favourite swim overnight, and it transpired afterwards that two strangers 
were watching him at his occupation under the cover of some clustering trees 
which hid them from view. In the morning, when the redoubtable Roberts 
arrived at the spot, he found the two anglers already in possession ; but they 
had “drawn blanks,” for the fish did not bite. 

‘Good morning, gents!” says our friend. “ Had any sport?” 

“No,” was the rejoinder. “ Don’t seem any use baiting this place—fish too 
bully artfal.” 

“ Any objection to my trying a little just about here ?” 

“None in the least.” 

(This is very considerate, seeing that the applicant had spent some labour in 
baiting.) 

Accordingly Roberts “tries his hand” a few yards below the others, and in 
the course of an hour had filled his creel—thirty fine roach—with which booty 
he took his departure, after politely informing the strangers as to his identity, 
and recommending them not to lose patience, but to still dabble in “ Roberts’s 
Hole.” 

Tt is no uncommon occurrence for our friend to take 201b. of fish here before 
breakfast. 

After leaving this spot the angler will reach some of the most picturesque 
water on the whole course of the river, and here he will be tempted to linger, 
for— 

Here the meads, 
Enrich’d by Flora’s dedal hand, with pride 
Expose their spotted verdure. Nor is here 
Pomona absent: she, ’midst the hoary leaves, 
Swells the vermilion cherry, and on each tree 
Suspends the pippins’ palatable gold ! 


(To be continued.) 
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LOCH SKENE. 
DURING the early part of May, while staying at the little town of 
Moffat, in Dumfriesshire, the idea occurred to me that a day on 
Loch Skene would be a good thing. The streams about were low, 
and the fish absolutely refused to be caught, so I thought I would 
try loch-fishing for a change. Years ago I had fished St. Mary’s 
Loch, and had rather a vivid remembrance of the discomfort attend- 
ing sleeping on a table; also I had got few fish, and those black, so 
I would not go there. I had never been to Loch Skene, although 
I had several times visited the Grey Mare’s Tail, which I may say, 
for the information of readers who do not know that locality, is a 
fall of water 300ft. in height, the stream forming the fall coming 
from the loch, the loch itself lying a mile or two above in the 
moorlands. 

The result of my idea was a consultation with Sandy Johnstone, the angler’s 
‘‘guide and friend” about Moffat, who informed me that I would very likely 
be successful—especially if I used some of his flies ; but that if I did not 
know the way, I had better get someone who did to accompany me. A brother 
angler was soon found who knew all about it, and was, moreover, a desperately 
keen fisher, so we determined to lose no time, but start next morning. 

An early hour next day found me ready for the excursion, and a more 
lovely morning could not haye been desired—a true May morning, warm and 
sunny ; and loaded with my fishing gear, I made for the starting-place, where 
the trap stood ready. Sandwiches I had in plenty, bnt nothing to wash them 
down with, so I invested in a flat bottle, containing, as the lassie said, “a half- 
mutchkin and a nip” of what I supposed to be good whisky. My friend H. was 
ready, so in a few minutes we were off for Loch Skene ; a stop at Sandy’s for 
the flies, and we rattled out of Moffat, and began the ascent of the hill which 
divides Annandale from Moffatdale. The scenery round Moffat, as some of my 
readers must know, is truly lovely ; altbough, as it was a backward spring, and 
the trees were scarcely out in leaf, it was hardly at its best. ' 





The fir plantations 
which formerly dotted the crest and sides of the hill up which we wound were 
swept down by the great storm three years ago, only leaving in their place 
slender hard-wood trees, which had bent before the blast, and which now were 
showing a few green leaves. Tke summit being crossed, the beautiful woods 
of Dumerief appeared to the sonth, while away to the north stretched the 
lovely valley of the Moffat. We soon reached classic Craigie Burn, where the 
trees showed much more leaf ; the sun was hot, and our horse not being a good 
one, we got along but slowly—too slowly for my impatient friend ; but I cer- 
tainly enjoyed the drive immensely. 

The Moffat water sprawled over rocks and shallows alongside of the road, but 
did not look very “fishy ”—not enough deep pools in it for my fancy. On the 
other side of it towered the majestic Bodesbeck, with many a deep wreath of 
snow on its summit, which contrasted strangely with the summer-like day and 
pretty thick foliage around us. Soon we left the woods behind, and trotted 
along between bare hills until nine miles from Moffat, where my friend stopped 
the horse, and announced that we must now climb the hill. Out we bundled 
with all our traps, and despatched the carriage to Birkhill, two miles farther on, 
to await our arrival in the afternoon. As I said before, the sun was hot ; the 
hill-side, though not steep, was rough, no track being visible ; and ag I had 
waders and brogues, lunch, and a 17ft, rod to carry, it was warm work. Gradu- 
ally, however, we worked our way up, until twenty minutes’ climbing saw us at 
the top of the first hill. Next, there was a stretch of moorland to cross, a de- 
scent intoa deep valley, anda rocky mountain torrent to cross ; a farther piece 
of rough, though level, ground, and then came the great pull. For twenty 
minutes we toiled up a very steep hillside covered with short and slippery 


grass, and not being in very good condition, and weighing some 
3st more than friend H., it is not surprising that he reached 
the top some time before me. I zigzagged up the hill like a 


tinker’s horse, and was glad to rest on a stone half-way up for some minutes ; 
another stiff pull and the top was reached, and I threw myself full-length on 
the heather. We were still half a mile from the loch, but there was no uphill 
work ; peat hags and morasses on all sides—a very disagreeable place in wet 
weather, but now everything was dry. Presently, a blue streak showed in the 
distance, and we both exclaimed, ‘The loch!” We then reached a lovely burn, 
racing down from the hills on our left, where, as we were tired and thirsty, I 
thought it high time to “ sloke our lowing drouth,” so produced the flat bottle, 
and mixing some of its contents with the cold, clear water, fresh from the snow 
wreaths above, prepared for a welcome refresher, H. did not seem to relish it 
much, so I mixed a tumbler for myself ; but, alas! the whisky was abominable, 
and many and loud imprecations followed on the head of the man who could 
sell such stuff for mountain dew. Meanwhile, H. was busy putting his rod 
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together, and off he trotted, leaving me sitting, hardly as eager for the fray ; 
after a rest, however, I put my 17-footer together and strolled after him. As I 
approached I could see him whipping viciously, but catching nothing, so there 
was no hurry. I rigged up Sandy’s flies leisurely, but still he had got nothing, 
so I set to work, and with the same result. 

I now found that Sandy had advised me wrongly on one point, and that was 
what rod to take ; one 14ft. would have been quite long enough. H. moved off 
along the north shore of the loch. I could not be bothered carrying my heavy 
rod far, so I fished diligently at the eastern end, where I was. An hour passed, 
and not a fish ; then I moved along the south side a short distance, and was 


rewarded by a sharp rise, a tug, and out of the water leapt a lovely yellow trout | 


of about a quarter of a pound. It could not do much against a 17ft. rod, so 


was soon landed, and I moved on. Another soon followed, and another, until I | 


had nearly a dozen ; then the breaze fell, and they gave up taking, so I returned 
to where I had begun, took some lunch, stretched myself on the dry heather, 
and gave myself up to the enjoyment of the scene. And what a scene of beauty 
it was! I think it was Sir Walter who wrote of ‘dark Loch Skene”—such it 
may be when storms and mist are about ; but it was certainly bright the day we 
were there. The sky was almost cloudless, the water was a deep blue, rippling 
in tiny foam-tipped wavelets before a soft breeze; away at the west end 
rose a grand precipice some distance from the water; to the south 
a steep, heather-clad hill shot up from the shore of the loch ; behind 
it rose a much higher mountain, on whose summit lay wreaths of snow 


several acres in extent, which I could see melting tin patches under the strong | 


sun. The loch is about a mile long and curvesa little, and about a quarter of a 
mile broad, with a few rocky islets at its eastern end, on which grow a few 
stunted rowan trees. There were few sounds to disturb the solitude—one or 
two ewes and lambs calling to each other, an old cock grouse on the hill 
making a great noise as if to attract attention ; nothing else was to be heard. 
The water was ruffled out on the loch, not near the shore ; but now and then a 
puff came, and then I siezed my rod and rushed for the water, but ity was 
no use. 

Far up at the other end I could see my friend flogging away merrily. Had I 
had a glass, I am sure I should have seen him with rod in one hand and lunch 
in the other. Four o’clock was the hour we were to leave; but as the hour 

approached there was no sign of his leaving his fishing-ground. So, having a 
dog-whistle, I blew a shrill blast across the water again and again. 

No reply came ; so I tried the old coo-ee used in Australian bush. What was 
my surprise to hear it returned from the hill with a distinctness that .was 
startling! Again I gave it, and again it came back. The old cock grouse took 
Wing in great alarm with a parting crow, and H. began to move my way. 
waited patiently while he fished all the best spots on his way back, and was 
rather curious as to what he had caught. He had a nice basket, better than 
mine ; but I am sure he did not enjoy himself more. 

We now moved off for Birkhill, and a weary tramp we had through desolate 
moss hags, and I was very glad to see the picturesque little place again. 
were hungry ; but a homely tea put us right, and we reached Moffat by eight, 
after one of the pleasantest days I ever passed. I am looking forward to my 
next visit. C. J. Hoaean. 





WHAT IS A BLOA ? 


Mr. PRITT, in his contribution as “ Looker-on” in the FISHING 
GAZETTE of the 20th Nov., asks and answers this question, and he 
also correctly remarks that ‘very few anglers seem to know its 
derivation and meaning.” Contrary to my expectations, I find that 
no one has thought proper to offer any observations on the interpre- 
tation which he puts upon the word, and although I can boast no 


special qualification to undertake such a task, yet, inasmuch as I do | 
not entirely agree with his rendering, | feel constrained to say a few | 


words in relation thereto, and I am sure Mr. Pritt will have no 
objection to my doing so. 

“ Bloa,” says our friend, “is a cerruption of ‘blea,’ which, in its turn, is a 
contraction of ‘bleak.’” Accepting the word “colourless” as one of the 
meanings of bleak, he adds: ‘‘ That ‘asnipe-bloa feather’ done into modern 
English will, therefore, mean ‘a colourless feather from a snipe,” &c. Of 
course, if this signification be adopted, a water-hen bloa, a bloa feather from the 
heron, hawk, cormorant, jackdaw, &c., simply means “colourless feathers” from 
these several birds and many others of like plumage. 

I venture to think that such an argument cannot for a moment be seriously 
maintained, and I feel equally sure that such an application of the words 
“bloa” and “‘ blea” never entered the heads of those angling authors who have 
made use of them in their treatises. If, in describing the feathers required 
in the construction of a fly, a colourless one is necessary, I think we shall 
find that a white one is recommended, and I think we may fairly take it 
for granted, seeing how very particular anglers are as to colour in their 
flies, that “ bloa” or “blea” (for they mean the-same thing) are words witha 
definite meaning, and adequately (i.e., as adequately as words can) represent 
_ shades of colour which those who employed them had in their minds at the time 
they wrote. The Scotch form of the word is “blae,”’ and there is no doubt 
whatever that blo, blea, blae simply mean blue. As their etymology is somewhat 
obscure, I am inclined to think they are to some extent provincialisms, and their 
peepee ett seems to be entirely confined to the North of England and to 

cotland. 


In Bosworth’s Anglo-Saxon Dictionary I find dbleo, a colour, hue ; from which | 


is derived the now disused (though it is still retained in the dictionaries) word 
blee: complexion, beauty, azwre, which, of course is sky-blue. 


“To see fair Bettriss, how bright she is of blee,” 


Chambers’ Dictionary gives the word Blae, as of Scandinavian origin, and | 
That the word, in addition to its colour. 


says it signifies blue, sharp, keen. ) 
meaning, is intended to carry with it the sense of cold, is evident from its 
application to bleak and exposed places, such as Blea Moor, Blea Tarn, Blea 


Water, &c., in the lake district, which in all conscience, at certain seasons, are . 
blea enough. Blea and bloa also carry a double meaning of cold and colour | 


combined in other applications ; such, for.instance, as the blweness of the skin, 
arising from cold. 


In broad Yorkshire we say, “he wor fair bloa wi’ cow’d.” In Westmoreland | 
while the more polished | 
Londoner would say, “he was blue with cold,” or perhaps (which is common | 
In Toone’s— 
“Etymological Dictionary of Obsolete and Uncommon Words,” I find | 
“ Blouket, a word of uncertain etymology ; but signifying a sky-blue or grey | 


and Cumberland they say, “he was blea with cold” ; 


here) as “blue as a whetstone,” which is very expressive. 


colour.” elkaiie. 
“With regard to..the Scotch 





We' |i 


form of this word, I. find from the glossary to 


_ Blackie's edition of Burns’s works that blde means “ pale blue, the colour of the 
skin when bruised.” In his song, “‘There’s a Youth in this City,” he thus 
describes the youth’s dress :— 


“There’s a youth in this city, 
It were a great pity, 

That he from our lassies should wander awa’ ; 
For he’s bonnie and braw, 
Weel-favour’d wi’ a’, 

And his hair has a natural buckle an’ a’, 

His coat is the hue 
Of his bonnet sae blue, 

His fecket is white as the new driven snaw ; 

His hose they are dlae, 
And his shoon like the sla, 
And his clear silver buckles they dazzle us a’.” 


That the stockings here referred to were of the correct blea, or blae, or “ pale 
' blue” shade, we may infer from his celebrated song, “ There’s nae luck about 
the House,” wherein he says :— 


“My Sunday’s shoes they maun gae on, 
My hose 0’ pearl blue, 
It’s a’ to please my ain gudeman, 
For he’s baith leal and true.” 


Confirmatory evidence that the words signify blue may also be gathered from 
any dictionary by reference to the words Bleaberry, Blaeberry, and Blueberry, 
which are all common names for the bilberry ; and anyone who isat all familiar 
with this moorland fruit and has noticed the beautiful and delicate blue tint or 
bloom which adorns it in its ripening stages, must have been struck with the 
singular appropriateness of its name. I speak of it, so to say, in its living 
freshness, and before rude fingers and exposure in fruiterers’ shops have com- 
pletely changed its appearance. That the word or words “bloa” and “ blea” 
means blue, will be at once apparent from the following comparative table :— 


Blaeieasttasscte ss cases. Scotch and Scandinavian) & 
Beat Tse cere ectes cones North of England e 
Bla cc decoettbscucssne ne Swedish Ze 
Blagg eee ete cass Danish = 
12) CNS rsbneseeeeen soe Bnenee Icelandic bea 
LETT ae naeeeenennen Attic German 5 
bof Cn meee aie ee French es 
Blora Ss peer 1 Middle English a 
Ge deawieceeeeteesenat English ® 


It will thus be seen that instead of blea being a contraction of bleak, the ak 
of the latter is an affix to the root ble. 

According to Skeats, blue originally meant “livid ’—the colour due to beating 
—say from the infliction of a blow upon the person, and I find that “livid” 
means, according to Ogilvie, ‘‘ black and blue, of a lead colour, as flesh by con- 
tusion.” This quite accords with the definition before given of the word blae 
from the Scotch glossaries ; and it is further illustrated by bleaberry, which, as 
every one knows, is decidedly black and blue. 

With respect to the word “bleak,” we don’t think it is ever used in connection 
with colour ; but invariably as meaning cold, sharp, chill, cheerless, exposed, or 
having no shelter. Milton, than whom there is no better model, gives a beauti- 
ful illustration of it in ‘“ Paradise Regained.” When speaking of the birth of 
Christ, and describing the hardships the Mother had to endure “ because there 
was no room in the inn,” he puts into her mouth the touching words—- 


In such a season born, when scarce a shed 
Could be obtained, to shelter him or me 
From the bleak wind.” 


Bleach, however, is from the same root, blac, to whiten, applied to the arts 
and manufactures, and probably also the old word bench, to turn pale with fear 
or apprehension, applied to persons— 


“ [Il observe his looks, 
T1l tent him to the quick ; if he but dlench, 


I know my course,” —HAMLET, 


A single comparison or example of the words adopted in the North and South 
to describe the same fly, is, I think, quite sufficient to establish the position 
taken up in this paper. 

In the North, we say the “Tron Bloa fly,” while in the South it is always the 
“Tron Blue dun.” It is certain that “colourless” cannot be adopted as the 
definition of bloa, and in such case the words ‘light bloa” and “dark bloa” 
would be meaningless expressions. 

The quotation from Theakstone, “A bloaish transparency,” is not a happy 
one, because one of the meanings of transparent is “colourless.” Mr. Pritt 
infers that Theakstone meant “a colourless transparency.” The wings of all 
the aquatic flies are more or less transparent, but they are not for that reason 
clear, pellucid, colourless. On the contrary, they are of different tints, hues, or 
shades of colour. In this instance, Theakstone simply meant that the hue was 
“ploaish,” inclining to bloa. In the same manner, and with equal minuteness, 
he describes most of the flies of which he writes ; such, for instance, as ‘‘a bloa 
transparency,” “a red-brown transparency,” “a dark-brown, dim transparency,” 
“a barley-sugar transparency,” “a dull, ale-coloured transparency,” &c., &c. 

I should not have written on this matter had it not been one of importance, 
and if I have thrown any light upon it, or in any way assisted in the elucidation 
of a subject which has, no doubt, puzzed many anglers, I shall be amply satisfied, 
and I am sure Mr. Pritt will be among the first to aid any efforts in the same 
direction if the question can be further debated with profit. 

East Grove, Keighley. WILLIAM NaYLor. 








FISHING FOR POLLACK. 
By BE. G. 
(Continued from page 79.) 

IN my last, I spoke of a third line unleaded to be fixed toa 6ft. 
bobber stick in the centre of the boat’s stern, Although these light 
lines often take many fish, I cannot recommend them to be always 
‘used, and certainly not when the heavy lines are fishing well, for 
then the hand oft has quite enough to do to look after those 
properly. 

When you are using artificial bait on these, put; flies, or one ‘of \ Brooks’s 
Sarcelles on the light one; if flies; remember to put a baby over the tail one. 
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Do not use Sarcelle and flies on the same cast. I shall have more to say about 
the Sarcelle when I come to rod-fishing ; it is sufficient now to remark that it 
is an excellent bait for pollack as well as bass, and can be used at all depths. 
There are many different ways of attaching a line to the top of a bobber stick, 
and I hardly feel equal to the task of deciding which is the best ; but whatever 
plan is adopted, bear in mind that it must be one which will admit of the line 
being instantly cast adrift when a fish is hooked, or you foul the bottom of a 
crab pot. 

If you hit on a plan by which the line will free itself from the stick 
directly a pull comes on it, so much the better. When you are using all-hair, 
the line will stretch a great deal, and even if it is not loosed from the stick 
instantly, will not break the gut ; but when using a hemp or cotton line, which 
possesses but little elasticity, the least check will cause asmash. With these, 
the usual plan I adopt is to make what I believe females call a 
single bow round the end of the stick; this must be made with 
the out-board part of the line, and the effect will be, when a pull 
comes it is on the loop which draws, and so frees the line. I am afraid that I 
have not made myself understood, but I do not see how to explain it clearly 
without giving asketch. Another plan I adopt is to split the end of the bobber 
about three inches, and then to bind over it to within an inch of the top with 
waxed twine, and then jam the line in the cleft. This does very well for a time, 
and then the wood gets weakened, and it will not hold at all. With a hair line, 
which will not jam up tightly, you can cut the end of the stick to taper— 
about as much as when a boy you used to give to the ends of your tip-cat ; 
then, if you fasten it with a clove hitch, you can slip off the line easily as a 
rule. I do not recommend this plan, but only mention it as being handy if you 
have not a bobber properly prepared, and have to use the first thing that comes 
to hand. (Note : you cannot tie the bowknot witha hair line ; it will not jam up 
tightly enough to resist the drag of the water even.) These remarks apply only 
to bobbers which are fixed to the boat ina vertical position. The usual plan is 
to have them rigged out horizontally, which gives a better spread to the lines and 
lessens the chance of their fouling when turning. It is better to get a set of 
these from Brooks, of Stonehouse ; they are fixed to the gunnel of the boat by 
little blocks of hard wood, which can be fixed or detached immediately by the 
lasertion or withdrawal of a wedge. Whatever plan of bobber you use, re- 
member to have it pretty close to the after thwart, and not right at the 
stern, except the one for the light line, for these reasons — the 
man sitting in the stern has them in front of him, and can put out 
his hand and catch the lines without getting up or turning round, and it also 
enables the rower to be within reach of them if a second fish takes hold when 
his companion is engaged with the other line, or when a large one is hooked and 
shows a disposition to sheer across aud cause afoul. When you are alone, too, it 
1s very necessary to have the line close at hand, though many people in this 
case hold it in their hand, or even in their mouths. I do not, however, approve 
of this latter plan, as it renders smoking an impossibility. I never use two 
leaded lines when by myself ; they cannot be worked properly, for when the 
boat loses her way as you stop rowing to haul in one line, the other will run to 
the bottom. A light one may be used, but very often that leads to a lot of troub'e ; 
for if, for example, you are playing a heavy fish, the tide will drive the light 
one foul of the other, and there will be a most infernal mess. In the case of 
hooking one on the light line, if there is any tide and you happen to be going 
down it, your heavy line may not sink to the bottom ; but itis best to haul it 
in before attending to the other. Taking it altogether, I think it is best to be 
content with one ; but always have a light line in the boat, in case you see any 
fish on the surface, when haul in the heavy one and put it out. Ihavepicked up 
many a heavy bass and pollack in this way. Not unfrequently, too, a school of 
mackerel will break up alongside ; then you can have some fun with your light 
line as long as they are on the surface. Many people will tell you that it is no 
use towing through a school of mackerel when they are playing—neither is it 
when you are using a heavy line, as the bait is below them ; but let it be on the 
surface, and you will see a dozen ata time run atit. If, therefore, you think 
there is a chance of seeing any play, have your line ready with flieson it. I 
once, when fishing with five flies on the cast, hauled in one on each hook ; 
directly I had the line over, Ihad five more ; and again, a third time, the same 
number ; but in lifting them in, the silk snooding broke, and away they went. 
These were very large mackerel ; but in fishing for josseys for bait I have often 
had one on each fly, when using as many as seven or eight. 

Josseys, I should explain, are juvenile mackerel, and are sometimes as great a 
nuisance as smolts are to a trout-fisher. Another plague are the little chads ; 
sometimes they swarm at all depths, and as fast as*you bait will take the 
worm off. These abominations, which make their appearance in the autumn, 
are the young of the sea-bream. At certain seasons squid will keep interfering 
with your bait, even hanging on to an artificial one. Generally, this is in the 
evening ; but last autumn they were a perfect nuisance off the South Devon 
coast, day and night too. I frequently saw half-a-dozen at a time come up after 
my bait. I used to try by jerking the line to hook them foul; but never 
succeeded. 

I now come to quite a different style of fishing, which I do not recommend 
for anything but natural baits, and which I should always prefer to practice 
when alone, and in the hottest periods of the year, when the sun is boiling hot 
and the sea as elearas gin. At these! periods it is most decidedly superior to 
the plan before described, where wire is used. It may be called a combination 
of whifting and drift-line fishing. 

* The line for this purpose should be of horsehair, 30 fathoms in length, with a 
30z, boat-shaped lead at the end ; these, which are called hair-lashed leads, are 
used at Plymouth, and may be got from Brooks’, Stonehouse. It is best to get 
them of different weights, from Yoz. to 41b. To the horsehair loops at each end 
of the lead attach a good-sized swivel, and note that the upper one must have 
a large eye to enable the end of the main line to be passed through it twice 
when you tie an anchor bend, which is the best one to use for fastening all 
lines to swivels. If you don't know how to tie this, consult any book on 
knots, or, what is better, give some old sailor man a pot of beer to teach you. 
When the anchor bend is made, seize the end down to the standing part with 
wax-end, and varnish with shellac—don’t let the varnish get on the hair—then 
to the lower swivel fasten, with the same knot, a fathom of two-strand snood- 
ing, then 10 fathoms of stout twisted silk line, then 10 fathoms of the same 
class of line, but finer, and end with a yard of gut, which is, I think, better if 
stained a pale blue or neutral tint, and must not be stronger than the snooding 
so that in case of fouling the bottom or a sunk pot it may carry away first. 
This silk snooding can be got from Walter Wells, line manufac- 
turer, Sussex-street, Nottingham. If you prefer to have plaited silk, 
Which is st:onger, have first from your lead a fathom of dressed silk 
line, then 10 fathoms of undressed plaited Nottingham pike line, then 
10 fathoms of undressed plaited spinning line, trout size, and the gutas before. 
Be sure and take care that when you are using twisted silk, the whole of it is the 
same lay as the main line, or they will not work well together. To avoid any 
mistakes in the sizes of these different kinds for snoodings, I have written to Mr. 





Wells for samples, with the trade numbers, which I will publish as soon as I get 
them—there will then be no difficulty in ordering the right sizes. Of course, 
these lines are rather expensive ; but if the silk is well dried, as it always should 
be, every night after use, it will lastalong time. When you get home, wind the 
snooding ona chair, and it will be dry by the morning ; don’t leave it in a room 
where there are cats, or perhaps, attracted by the smell of the fish, they will bite 
it to pieces. The hair line will not hurt for being wet, even for two or three 
days ; butit is, of course, best to dry it as often as you have an opportunity. If 
economy is an object, you may use a hemp main line and hemp snooding—a 
rig out of this description will not cost more than half-a-crown ; but it will 
want very careful handling when a big fishis hooked, as you have not the spring of 
the hair line to give to his rushes. ‘To return to the first-describedline : If you 
do not care to have more than one (though I should recommend two, at least, 
with leads of 30z. and 60z., or 80z., to be used according to the state of the tide 
and depth of water), in this case you had better get three pipe leads of 20z. weight, 
each with large holes, so that the line will work very easily through them, then 
untie the line from the reel and thread them on it, then make fast to the reel 
again; you can then keep these at the top of the line, and when you want 
more weight, slip down what number you require to the bottom. I do not like 
this plan so well as having one lead of the exact weight ; and so if you can find 
out a way of making the leads easily detachable, you had better adopt that. 
Perhaps the ‘‘ FisHinc GAZETTE Lead” of a large size might answer. 

I daresay many people will say that all this length of snooding is unnecessary. 
I thought so once; but I have proved from actual experiment that it is not. 
Ido not wish to conceal the fact that it is very troublesome gear to handle, 
for if you get a bad foul sometimes there is half an hour’s work to clear it. 
The worst job I ever had was with an infernal Gar fish, which flew about the 
boat like an animated weaver’s shuttle, and tied about fifty knots, to which that 
of Gordius was simplicity itself. There was only one remedy to employ, and 
that was the same as Alexander’s. Since then I take good care never to let one 
of the brutes come on board before giving him his quietus with the tiller. 

The continuously spun hair lines are very troublesome at first, as they twist 
and kink a great deal. It is nouse stretching them in the same way as you would 
cotton or hemp. The best plan is to tow them for an hour behind a sailing boat. 
When you do this do not have any lead on, and be sure to put a whipping of 
waxed twine on the end, or when you haul in you will finda lot of it unlaid. 
If you have not an opportunity of towing it, another plan is to first wet it, 
then drag it after you in a meadow for as long as you care to doso. When 
using fine snooding always be careful not to coil it down on the top 
of the hair line when it comes into the boat, or the short projecting hairs 
will catch in it, and it will not go out clear; and wherever you find 
the main line, always drop the lead in the bottom of the boat; if it 
is put on the side seats, or thwarts, it may fall off, and carry the snooding 
with it. I generally let the fathom of coarse snooding also be with the lead, and 
have the fine by itself, part on the side seat and part on the after seat. I like 
side seats in a boat, as they give you so much space for this purpose, and they 
may be made to unship when not required. Remember, too, that these fine 
snoodings should never be used with any bait that spins ; an exception, though, 
may be made in the case of Babies, whichrun on the gut, aad, if fitted properly, 
will twist the snood very little, if at all. ‘Take care, too, in getting a fish in not 
to drop it in the boat ; but keep it in the landing-net until unhooked, and then 
basket it. If you let it flop about on the bottom, it will very likely foul some- 
thing, or break the gut or hook. Also never sit down on the snooding, or when 
you get up it, being wet, will cling to your stern, and a foul of the first magnitude 
will be the result. 

All these matters may appear trifling, but they are not, and the remembrance 
of them will save a good deal of time and bad language. “ Fishing,” as William 
Bailey used to remark, “consists of a lot of little things about so high ”— 
marking off a thirty-second of an inch on the stem of his pipe, and a truer 
thing was never said. It is the careful study of minute details only that will 
enable the fisherman to rise above his fellows. 


(To be continued. ) 





NOTES. 


The Council of the National Fish Culture Association have taken astep which 
we have more than once strongly urged upon them in these columns. They 
are about to publish a quarterly journal bearing on all those matters which are, 
or should be, the concern of the Association. Im the pages of the journal we 
shall look for simple, practical information on fish-rearing, so that persons 
reading it who have little or no knowledge on the subject may learn how, and 
be induced, to breed fish. Side by side with matter of this kind will, no doubt, 
be the latest information on the deeper mysteries of pisciculture. The editor is 
Mr. Willis-Bund, and we trust he will receive the cordial support of all the 
best pisciculturists of the day. 

+ * * * 

We are continually meeting people who, while possessing abundant facilities 
for fish-breeding, in reply to our reply, ‘‘ Why don’t you breed fish ?” almost 
invariably say either that they don’t know how, or that they fear it would be 
most expensive. If the journal of the Fish Culture Association will show these 
people how their waters can be stocked economically and without trouble, it 
will be doing good service to the angling community. 

* * * 


To stock a stream containing no fish of any kind with trout is a very simple 
matter nowadays. A long, narrow trench is cut by the side of the stream, and 
the water let in at one end and out at the other. A box of 15,000 trout eggs is 
bought from the nearest fish-breeding establishment (the name of several are 
often to be seen in the FIsHING GazETTE) at a costof about £7 10s. The eggs 
are then distributed in the trench, hatch out, and in a month’s time there are 
15,000 fry in the brook or river. The whole thing can be done at a cost of, 
perhaps, less than £10. What could be simpler? Of course, fewer eggs could 
be purchased, and it is not a bad plan to make a start with only a few hundreds, 
so as to get everything in working order and to gain a little experience before 
laying down the 15,000 eggs. To prevent disappointment, we should add that 
15,000 fry do not grow into 15,000 trout, for many are sure to die; but out of 
15,000 fry there is, of course, a very large balance left over to reward the labours 
of the fish-breeder. 

* ° & * * 

Where fish already exist in the stream it is far wiser to introduce larger 
trout, say yearlings, which cost about £10 per thousand (two-year-olds cost 
about double that sum) ; but fry may, of course, be reared if a little pond, 
where they can be kept to themselves for a year or so, is available, Trout eggs - 
are to be bought from December to the beginning of March, so that several 
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batches may be hatched out during the season. It is important to buy eggs 
which are almost on the point of hatching ; there is then very little risk. 
2 a * * 


_ The first part of the long-promised ‘“ History of Howietoun” is at last pub- 
lished. It has, we believe, been delayed, owing to the wish of Sir James Maitland 


to include in it the results of certain of his many interesting experiments in 
pisciculture. 


Sd t ° o % 
We have always looked upon the Times as a serious paper. Ina moment of 
weakness, however, the editor has admitted the following paragraph :—‘ A new 


industry has sprung up at Deal, where factories have been started for the pre- 
serving of sardines in tins.” (So far is plain sailing, though it seems odd that 
sardines should be brought to Deal to be tinned.) “For this purpose the 
boatmen have unlimited orders for sprats, which are caught in large quantities 
off the coast, and for which the fishermen have hitherto been unable to find a 
market.” Either the editor intended to be deeply satirical, or, without mean- 
ing it, was intensely funny. This sort of thing is hardly fair on the comic 
papers, which will find their circulation seriously affected if the “ Thunderer ” 
goes in for jokes of this kind. 
rd * * et * 

We have heard strange stories of sprats being exported to the shores of the 
Mediterranean, there tinned, and returned to us—poor, confiding Britishers that 
we are—under the guise of sardines. But at Deal they will manage things 
better, for they really will, according to the Times, manufacture sardines—out 
of sprats ! 

* * * * * 

By the way, nearly all the pilchards caught off the coasts of Cornwall are sent 
to ee where they are highly appreciated, and pass under the name of Cornish 
sardine:. 

° ° ¢ ° 2 

We were once stopping at Streatley, and noticed that the fishermen there 
and at Pangbourne had a strange preference for each other's district. Thus, 
more often than not, the Pangbourne fishermen would be fishing at Streatley, 
and the Streatley men near to Pangbourne. As Thames punts are not the most 
suitable craft for going long distances, it may be well understood that the men 
did not act thus from mere pleasure in going a distance. Both thought they 
would get better sport farther off. We rather think the Pangbourne men were 
right. The matter of the Cornish sardines put this into our head. We send to 
Italy for sardines, and neglect our home-grown pilchards ; while the Italians 


neglect their excellent fish from the tideless sea, and prefer our Cornish 
sardines. 
a % a = 


“ An interesting experiment in pisciculture has lately been successfully carried 
out in America, Although our Transatlantic neighbours had most of the good 
things of the Old World in abundance, they were not blessed with soles. It 
was the only one of the fish frequenting our shores which was not to be found 
on the other side of the Atlantic. After a great deal of. trouble a supply of 
spawn was obtained from the best English fishing grounds and taken over to 
specially-constructed ponds in one of the best fish-rearing establishments in 
New Jersey. The young have hatched and are in capital condition. It has 
also been ascertained that the sole will thrive as well in fresh as in salt water. 
It eyen appears to grow twice as fat and twice as fast in fresh water. In the 
face of this discovery we may probably look forward to the day when the ponds 
and lakes of this country may get a new value.”—Tablet. 





RESTOCKING THE RIVER LEA. 
EXTRAORDINARY HAvL or FIsu. 


Last Wednesday, by the kind permission of Mr. Bryan, chief engineer 
to the East London Water Co., one of their large store reservoirs (not a filter 
bed) at Tottenham was netted for the purpose of adding to the stock of fish in 
the Lea and the ponds in Epping Forest. The manager of the works had drawn 
down the water to such a depth as promised a successful day's fishing. The 
morning was bright and bracing, and everyone was at his post, anxious for 
work, punctually at nine. Some half-dozen hauls were made without getting a 
fish, and long faces were fast becoming the order of the day. 

On the high banks, following round as the work proceeded, were two of the 
Corporation’s large water-carts, and in attendance on them were some half- 
dozen keepers in uniform, and round the corner, in a backwater of the Lea, was 
an immense water-tank in the shape of a barge, the property of the Lea Conser- 
vancy, computed to hold seventy tons of water, and capable of holding and 
keeping alive any quantity of fish. Mr. Ghurney was there with a staff of men, 
whose duty it was to transport the fish in fourteen two-handed zinc baths to the 
aforesaid barge. Everything was praiseworthily ready ; but, as yet, not fish 
sufficient to fill the smallest of pails. 

About 10.30 Mr. Child, chief engineer to the Lea Conservancy Board, and his 
three sons came upon the scene, just in time to see the net landed once more 
without fish, and about 11 o’clock Mr. Bryanalso turnedup. Mr. P. Geen, after 
a conversation with the new arrivals, went back to his post with the netsmen— 
Louis Gibson and son, of Putney—who had managed the nets in the most skilful 
manner, and with an evident determination to find the fish if fish there were. 

Somewhat new tactics were now adopted, the net (100 yards, with 
long rope at each end) was shot very artfully and quietly, and in such a manner 
as to inclose one corner of the lake ; and while the ropes were being hauled, and 
until the nets actually touched the shore, the sides were beaten with poles. It 
was soon evident to the twomen at the top lines that a big take would result from 
this manceuvre. 

The men with the Forest uniforms brought up their cartsand buckets, and the 
zinc baths half-filled with water were again in readiness, and pleasurable ex- 
citement and expectation now took possession of all. Every mesh had its fish, 
and as the centre of the net neared the land the weight of fish was so great that 
caution had to be exercised to prevent the breaking of the net. Landing-nets, 
pails, and baths were now all in full swing, and after the weight of fish had 
thus been considerably reduced, it was found possible to land the net, when 
such a sight met our view as was probably never before witnessed. The two 
water-carts were filled, the fifteen baths and all the pails were full, and still 
there were heaps of fish. It was computed that more than two tons of fish 
were brought to shore by that haul alone. 

After a short stop for refreshment work recommenced, and many more caveiul 
sweeps of the net were made, each resulting in fair quantities of fish, and some 
in grand hauls of bream. Mr. Child, at the end of the day, was of opinion that 
not less than four to five tons of fish had been taken, all of which were to be 
turned into public waters. 

The anglers of London are much indebted to the Anglers’ Association for 
persevering with this excellent work, also to the East London Water Company 
and the Lea Conservancy for their kindly aid. 


CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. The 
should be addressed, “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible.) 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
WESTERN DISTRICT. 

A successful visit was paid to the Duke of Norfolk Angling Society on Wednesday 
last. Upon the roll being called, the following sixteen clubs responded :—Bos- 
tonians, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, Golden Barbel, Hammer- 
smith United, Midland, Prince Arthur, Queen’s, Sun Dial, Westbourne Park, Rodney, 
City of London, Castle, Richmond Piscatorials, and the Oxford Piscatorials. The 
next visit will be paid to the Golden Barbel at the York Minster, Foley-street, Port- 
land-road, on Tuesday next, Dec. 7.—J. JENNINGS. 

ALLIANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. T. Davis weighed on Noy. 28th, 6lb, 140z. of roach, one roach, 1b. 40z., dace, 
2oz. The Alliance intend taking their first smoking concert in aid of the Benevo- 
lent Society on Wednesday, the 15th Dec., when all club anglers who attend the 
meeting will be entitled to fish for a prize given by two friends on the 19th 
inst., all fish to weigh according to club rules—J. T. CUNDALLS. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

November 28th.—Mr. Tay and Mr. Podley weighed in roach. A pegged-down 
match will take place on Dec. 5th at the Forty Guinea water for six prizes, to com-~ 
mence at 9.30 a.m., to finish at 4 p.m. The draw for swims will take place at the 
Rye House. Any member arriving late his swim will be left open for him.—J, 
WORLEDGE, 

BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report the undermentioned members have weighed-in some very fair 
takes of roach :—Messrs. Cooper, Beacon, Jennings, Brothers, and Hoare. The 5th 
inst. has been fixed by the committee of the above society for the next day’s outing, 
and, should the weather prove favourable, I trust to be able to furnish you with a 
good account of the proceedings. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed-in on the 28th ult. :—Mr. J. Sherval, 71b. 100z. 
of roach—all of them good fish, one turning the scale at 1lb. ; Mr. A. Conn, 21b. 130z. 
of roach ; Mr. W. Davison, chub ; Mr. D. Dodson, roach; Mr. A. Frost, roach. On 
the 29th ult. Mr. Davison brought up a capital show of roach—nearly 13lb,—A. 
Conn, sec. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The meeting of the above society, held at the Brunswick Arms on Friday last, was 
again well attended. Mr. T. Deplidge was unanimously re-elected chairman, and 
Mr. T. Smith vice-chairman, for the month. A hearty vote of thanks was passed to 
Messrs. Deplidge and Alexander for services for the past month. Three 
new members were balloted for, and Mr. Daws, A.P.A. Society, and Mr. Bob 
Bland, of the Black Blossom Minstrels, paid us a visit. Hightmembers fished in the 
pegged-down match at Ware on the 28th ult. Five of the members had fish ; but 
only two took prizes on account of their not taking }lb. of fish each, Mr. W. 
Robbins took first prize with 1lb. 140z. roach, &c. ; Mr. H. Bryan, second, with 15}0z. 
roach. Mr, Alexander would have taken third prize, only someone baited his swim 
with a brick. I am requested, on behalf of my brother, H. Bryan, to warn anglers 
sleeping away on any occasion against putting their bread in soak overnight for 
ground bait, in case some kind brother angler may serve them the same as he was 
served by three club men at Ware on the 29th ult.—that was, by helping themselves 
to nearly the whole of it. It was resolved that the remaining prizes shall be fished 
for on Dec. 5th at Windsor. We had‘Messrs. C. Beale and Piolaine, from the Wal- 
worth Waltonians pay us a visit on the 28th ult. 

BROMPTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In answer to many inquiries, the next monthly concert of the above will take 
place on Wednesday next, Dec. 8th, and we shall be pleased to receive the visit of 
any brother angler and friends on that night.—_W. DuTToN, sec. 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. G. Edwards’s prize was fished for at Shepperton on the 28th ult., with the 
following result : Mr. R. C. Wiltshire, Ist; Mr. W. Thomas, 2nd; Mr. F. Jaques, 
3rd. Mr. W. Excell had 9lb of roach from Wraysbury ; Mr. G. Mumford, 6lb. ; Mr. 
A. Mesure, 51b. 14oz., from the same place. Our Christmas prizes, ten in number, 
will be fished for at Egham on Dec. 19th.—Gro. MUMFORD. 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, angling matters have been very quiet on account of the 
waters being outof condition. Several members have been out, but sport has been 
very indifferent. The following have registered a few fish:—On Nov. 7th, we 
competed at Bourne End for three prizes given by Messrs. Liley, Attridge, and 
Pocock, and won by Messrs. Ray, Jones, and Turner, with roach; Mr. North, jack 
from Elstree ; and Mr. W. Long, perch from the Lea. Noy. 14th, Mr, North, jack, 
thus saving a blank. Nov. 21st, Mr. Colwell, jack, roach, and chub; Mr. Walter, 
roach and dace ; Mr. H. Long, roach. Novy. 28th, Mr. Colwell, jack, roach, and dace ; 
Mr. Norris, roach ; Mr. W. Long, roach; Mr. Penn, chub and roach; Mr. H. Long, 
chub, roach, and dace ; Mr. Walter, roach ; and Mr.Chapman, jack and roach. Mr. 
Colwell wins Mr. Rieder’s prize for the gross weight of fish taken in November ; 
Mr. North wins Mr.Chapman’s prize for the gross weight of jack taken in November ; 
and Mr. Long wins Mr. Noble’s prize for the largest perch from the Lea in November. 
It is the intention of the members of the above society to pay a friendly visit to the 
members of the Reform Angling Society, held at the Jolly Coopers, Clerkenwell- 
close, on Tuesday evening, December 7th, when the company of those that can 
attend will be esteemed. All members are requested to attend next Wednesday, 
Dec, 8th, to arrange when and where the next day’s outing shall take place.—W. H. 
BURWASH, sec. 

CAMDEN AND KENTISH TOWN PISCATORIALS. 

The trays of this club contained some nice shows of fish on the 28th ult., con- 
tributed principally by Messrs. Rundell, Gore, and Garratt, and consisting of roach, 
dace, and chub, all being taken from the Thames.—J ACKO. 

CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Two only of our members weighed-in fish on the 28th ult.—Mr. Castell, roach 
91b. 1loz., and Mr, Garbrecht three small jack, 6lb., from Ponder’s End. Our return 
visit on No. 2 List, Eastern District, will take place on Monday next, December 6th, 
in our club-room, Cogers’ Hall Tavern, Bride-lane, Ludgate-circus, when we hope to 
welcome our old friends from both associations.—CAS. 

CASTLE PISCATORIALS, 

The following takes have been weighed-in :—Mr. Roebuck, one tench, 3lb. 80z., 
eleven others 291b. 6}0z.—private water ; Mr. J. Seigenberg, jun., four roach and 
one perch, 11b. 50z.—private ; Mr. Hobden, one chub, 21b, 10o0z., one 1lb. 1540z., and 
one lb. 30z. The next smoking concert will be held on Monday, Dec. 13th. All 
angling friends cordially invited. The winter dinner will be held on Thursday, 
Dec, 16th. Tickets 5s, each.—F. E. LONGLEY, hon. sec, 

CLAPTON. 

Previous to our smoking concert on Monday last a committee meeting was held, 
at which general business was transacted, Mr. Hall presiding. Mr. Crook, jun., re- 
ported some good sport he had had amongst the jack in Bedfordshire. We hada 
most enjoyable evening’s amusement, Mr. D. H. Kidd occupying the chair, our 
hon. pianiste, Mr. Butler, accompanying the songs. Messrs. Cherar, Baxter, Dutton, 
Gaskell, Fredk. Brown, F. W. Jones, H. J. Beck, Kidd, and Butler contributed 
to the harmony of the evening. We had an excellent attendance of members and 
friends, several angling societies being represented, and I am very pleased to say 
that I heard from many the expression of their having spent a very enjoyable 
evening. The usual compliments were passed on our pianist, vocalists, visitors, and 
chairman,—HENRY Howsg, hon. sec, 
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EARLSFIELD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first smoking concert of the season took place at the club-house, Mr, Speed’s 
Halfway House, Dunt’s Hill, Earlsfield, on Wednesday, the 24th ult., and proved a 
great success. The chair was ably occupied Mr. T. King, faced by Mr. F. Gomm. 
The concert was opened by a pianoforte recital, and the following gentlemen con- 
tributed to the harmony of the evening :—Messrs. T. King, C. Gomm, Jenkins, 
Welman (of the Clapham J unction), the brothers Ginzlers, Nazer, F. Gomm, Telfer, 
and E. Norris. The visitors largely augmented to the success of the evening’s 
entertainment, and one of the most enjoyable evenings was brought to a close by a 
vote of thanks to the chairman, vice-chairman, visitors, and worthy host.—F. NAZER, 


hon, sec. 
GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The trays of the above society were well-filled by the members on the 28th ult., 
the fish all coming from the Thames. The following gentlemen were the successful 
captors : Mr. Lawford, roach and dace ; Mr, J. Green, roach, dace, chub, and barbel ; 
Mr. De Perron, roach and chub ; Mr. Edward Harrison, roach and barbel; Mr. 
Fowler, roach and perch ; Mr. Crow, dace; Mr. A. Crow, dace ; Mr. Trowbridge, 
roach (but not from the “ dear old spot”). Will members of the different societies 
on the Western District of the Anglers’ Association kindly note that the next return 
visit goes to the above society, and will be held at the York Minster, Foley-street, 
Great Portland-street, on Tuesday next, the 7th inst.?| Chair taken at 8.30. I hope 
to see some old familiar faces on that evening. and if the “ knights of the rod” will 
turn up in full strength they will oblige the secretary, members, and— WHITE 


HAIR. 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a good show of roach and_ jack brought to the club on the 29th ult, 
Mr. Maybury, roach ; Mr. Ormes, jack ; Mr. Bell, roach. On Monday, twenty-five 
of the members fished a pegged-down match at Waltham, for thirteen prizes given 
by members and friends of Mr. A. Wheeler, King’s Arms, Waltham Abbey. It being 
a bad day, only eight prizes were taken, the winners being :—Mr. Bennett, Ist ; Mr. 
G. Groom, 2nd ; Mr. R, Murphy, 3rd ; Mr. Armsworth, 4th; Mr, Winter, 5th; Mr. 
Kemp, 6th ; Mr. Maybury, 7th ; Mr. T, Murphy, 8th. Leaving at four o’clock, we 
made off for our quarters, where a capital tea was ready for us, and we were ready 
for that, and right well we enjoyed it. After tea the fish were weighed, the top 
weight being 2lb. 13}0z. ; then the prizes were given tothe winners by Mr. Wheeler, 
who has taken a good deal of trouble and interest in the affair, and carried it out 
to the satisfaction of all the members. After the giving of the prizes, harmony 
commenced, and kept up till time to depart, and a most pleasant evening was spent, 
arriving home at 11 o'clock, On the 30th ult. there was a fair attendance of 
members ; one member enrolled, and one proposition. We shall fish for our Christmas 
prizes on the 12th, at Uxbridge.—R. MuRpPHY. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening, at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’-avenue, Basinghall-street, Mr. Beevor in the chair. 
Among those present were—Messrs. Walker, Bartlett, White, and Hartley (hon. 
secretary). The minutes of the last meeting having been read, a general discussion 
on angling subjects took place. The usual vote of thanks to the chairman concluded 
the proceedings.—H. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our show of fish on the 28th ult. was a considerable improvement on the last two 
or three weeks. Mr. G. Watling, roach, 16lb.; Mr. Richard Hughes, jack from the 
Stort, 4b, 100z.; Mr. Wright, jack from the Lea, 7lb. 50z.; Mr. Dillingham, one 
jack. The following members showed some fine roach from the Thames :—Mr, J. A. 
Fitch, 7lb. 50z.; Mr. Graves, 61b, 502. 5 Mr. C. Holmes, 41b. 7oz. (one roach, 
1lb. loz.) ; Mr. 8. Smith, 3lb. 80z. Messrs. F. Watling, A. Hambidge, and Hughes 
also had roach. ‘Total, 53lb. 1loz.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few shows of fish on the 28th ult. one of which, however, is deservedly 
worthy of notice—viz., Mr. C. Layton had six splendid roach, sealing 61b. loz. I 
have also much pleasure to announce that one of our members, Mr. J. Whitmore, 
took the 2nd prize in the pegged-down match at Ponder’s End.—C. MILuIiz. 

IZAAK. WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 28th ult., Mr. A. E. Bedford had 15lb. 1302. of jack ; the heaviest one 
weighed 8lb. Mr. W. H. Hawkes also weighed-in jack on the same day. Messrs, H. 
Butt, J. K. Charters, G. Riches, T. Harris, Rogers, W. H. Mecham, T. Ward, H. 
Blake, and W. Worcester will give a series of prizes to be fished for on December 
12th and 19th, the heaviest weights in rotation to have choice of prizes; all kinds 
weigh according to rules. No competitor to leave London before the mornings of 
the competition, Competitors may choose their own fishing-water.—H. B. 

MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held on Wednesday evening, the president, Mr, W. 
Gillies, in the chair, The minutes of the previous meeting night were read and con- 
firmed, after which some business was got through. The only fish shown on the 
28th ult. were roach from the Thames by our president and secretary. Members are 
reminded of the half-yearly dinner on next Wednesday evening at half-past eight, 
when the distribution of prizes will take place.—A. MAY, hon. sec. 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

An outing is arranged to take place on the 12th inst., for prizes. Members wish- 
ing to compete will please be in attendance at the club on Thursday, the 9th inst., 
when conditions and water to be fished will be decided on.—G, T, FLETCHER, sec, 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

The thirty-ninth half-yearly supper and distribution of prizes of the above was 
held on Thursday, the 25th ult., the good fare always provided on these occasions 
being appreciated as much as ever, ample justice being done to the exertions of Mr. 
Wetenhall. The chair was ably filled by Mr. Aldis, Mr. Billings seconding him in 
the vice. The loyal toasts were duly honoured, and a very enjoyable evening fol- 
lowed, The musical arrangements, in the hands of Mr. Ernest Symons, were excel- 
lent. Messrs. Aldis, Lealand, Swain, F, Greenwood, lL. Roxbee, Wright, Pawley, 
Thorn, Edgerton, and Jennings (Bostonians), contributed to the harmony. Mr. 
Wetenhall was received with cheers in his facetious distribution of prizes to the 
winners, among whom were Messrs, Billings (silver cup), Aldis, Hill, Grindley, 
Swain, Culpitt, Edgerton, Grindley, Ward, Hayes, Holman, Wynn, and J. Brown. 
Amongst the toasts, that of “ The Central Association” was warmly received, coupled 
with the names of Messrs. Fitch and Hill, who briefly explained the working of the 
Association and the benefits it was capable of conferring upon the anglers at large. 
The toast of the evening, “ The North-Western,” coupled with the name of Mr. W. 
Greenwood, was received with full musical honours, to which he replied, stating the 
club was ina very flourishing condition both as regards the number of members and 
financial position. Messrs, Widdicombe and Smyth represented the Press. A 
goodly number of prizes were announced for the ensuing half-year. The toast of 
“The Chairman,” proposed by Mr. Wetenhall, brought the proceedings to a close.— 


W. GREENWOOD, sec, 
NEW ALBION PISCATORIALS. 

Our fortunate member, Mr. W. F. Grimmett, had another fine take of roach at 
Cookham on the 26th November. In five hours’ fishing with E. Godden, he was suc- 
cessful in landing 30:1b. Any one who has not visited the splendid stretch of water 
in that locality should give Godden a trial.—C. A. B. 

PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, 

A match for a series of seven ‘prizes took place on Noy. 28th, with the following 
result :—Mr. Brancher, Ist; Mr. Parsons, 2nd; Mr. Duke, 3rd; Mr. Garham, 4th ; 
and Mr. Beard, 5th. The 6thand 7th prizes were not won, and will be fished off on 
Dec. 5th, same conditions.—W. R. MATTHEWS, sec. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the Ist inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C,, when several important matters were decided. A general 
wish was expressed—yiz., that we hold a smoking concert in aid of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society. full particulars of which will appear in due course. In the mean 


time, I should be pleased to receive any assistance (in the way of advice) that may 
tend towards bringing the matter to a successful conclusion from any brother of 
the rod who may have had a greater experience than myself. On the 28th ult, 
Messrs. Benton, Irwin, and Piggott weighed-in roach. We always accord a hearty 
welcome to lovers of the gentle art on Wednesday and Sunday evenings,—C. 
PIGGOTT, sec. 

ROYAL BERKS SEED ESTABLISHMENT ANGLING ASSOCIA/ION. 

The seventh annual prize distribution of this association took place on Monday 
evening, Noy. 29th, at eight o’clock, Mr. A. W. Sutton occupying the chair. There 
were also present Mr. Herbert Sutton and Mr. L. G. Sutton. The chairman opened 
the meeting with some appropriate remarks, and then called upon the secretary 
(Mr. F, Squire) to read the balance-sheet, which showed the association to be in a 
very flourishing condition, and a good balance in hand to begin another season with. 
Mr. Herbert Sutton then addressed the meeting ; after which the prizes were handed 
by the chairman to the successful winners as follows :—Pike : 1st prize, Mr. G 
Hamblin ; 2nd, Mr. T. Caudwell ; 3rd, Mr. W. Goseltine. Perch: Ist prize, Mr. J. 
Adey; 2nd, Mr. G. Hamblin; 3rd and 4th, Messrs. G. Blackman and BH. Tufnail 
(equal) ; special prizes, Messrs. D. Cooper and W. Deane. Roach: Ist prize, Mr. F. 
Squire ; 2nd, Mr. S. Warrilow ; 3rd, Mr. G. Hamblin; 4th, Mr. I. Willis; 5th, Mr. 
J. J. Seward ; special prizes, Messrs. E. W. Bridger and I. Sheppard. Chub : Ist prize, 
Mr, G, Hamblin ; 2nd, Mr. C. Cooper; 3rd, Mr. J. J. Seward. Gudgeon : Special 
prizes, Messrs. E. Deacon and F. Andrews. At the close of the meeting a hearty 
vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. Caudwell and seconded by Mr. J, Adzy, was accorded to 
Messrs, Sutton for their continued liberal support and kind interest taken in all the 
pastimes of their employés, which was responded to by Mr. L, G. Sutton. The 
secretary and committee were also thanked for their exertions, and acknowledged 


by Mr. F. Squire. 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 28th ult., nineteen of the members of the above society had a competition 
at Windsor, and the following is the result :—Mr. J. Smith won Mr. T. Hughes’s 
prize with 341b. of roach ; Mr. Savage won Mrs. T. Hughes’s prize with 21b. 5oz. of 
roach ; and Mr. J. Wigley won Mr. Beard’s prize with 11b. 4oz. of roach and chub ; 
Messrs. Davis, Storrar, R. Smith, and Marsh also had fish. Mr. J. Smith also won 
the gross-weight prize of the month, given by Mr. Robert Chantry. At the meeting 
held on the Ist inst., three prizes were offered for competition among the members 
of this society taking part in the 8,L.U. competition at Windsor on the 5th inst., 
subject to the rules of the committee of that Unity. Members are informed that a 
return visit will be paid to our old friend “Cas,” of the City of London, at the 
Cogers, Bride-lane, Fleet-street, on the 6th. “Give him a bumper, lads. ”— 


PIXIE, 
SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 28th ult. our trays were graced with 23lb. pike, largest going 7lb., taken 
by Mr. Teckner ; a few large dace were shown by Mr. Brady. Ata full meeting on 
Tuesday evening it was resolved that our Wednesday competition take place at 
Ware, December Sth. The train leaves Liverpool-street at 8.45 a.m., returning 5.40 
p.m., when I hope to see as many Trouts as can possibly show up that day. Entries 
close Tuesday, December 7th.—CERASUS, sec. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED VISITING LAST. - 

The next return visit on the above will take place on Thursday, December 9th, at 
the Walworth Waltonions, St. Paul’s Tavern, Westmoreland-road, Walworth. This 
being their first visit, I hope to see a good muster of anglers and friends. Theclubs 
on this List will fish a pegged-down match at Windsor on the 5th inst. for a series 
of money prizes, all prizes to be paid on the spot.—J. Cour. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Our members have been rather unlucky during the last fortwight, only small 
takes of fish proving the rule. On the 2Ist ult., T. Gretton saved the ciub a blank 
with lb. 330z. roach. On the 24th ult., a few of our Wednesday members fished 
in the Rye House water for three prizes, our host, Mr. W. C. Barnes, winning two, 
with a nice jack weighing 74lb., the third not being taken. On the 28th ult., the 
members fished at Great Marlow, for three prizes, with the following result :—Mr. 
T. Gretton, first, 2lb. 6}0z. roach and dace; Mr. E. Hagger, second, 11b, 120z, dace 
and gudgeon ; and Mr. W. Webb, third, with 14}0z. roa¢h.—T, GRETTON. 

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members were out on the 2lst ult., the sport being rather bad. Mr. J. 
Freeman some nice dace from our own preserves ; Mr. J. Currans, roach and dace, 
On the 28th ult., Mr. W. Windred weighed-in anice perch and some pike and roach ; 
Mr. J. Currans, dace ; and the old gudgeon, Mr. G. Belton, roach and dace, Several 
of our members will fish at Windsor on the 6th inst.—H. TyLEr. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. : 

Asannounced in a previous report, the third casting competition arranged between 
members of the society was held at Monkey Island on the 28th ult., whena numerous 
company assembled. The prize on this occasion was offered to the one who should 
make the most accurate casts to given points, and was won with the greatest ease 
by Mr. H. Beatley, a member who figured conspicuously in the late Twickenham 
Tournament. The whole details of measuring ground, &c,, were undertaken by Mr. 
Head, who deserves the greatest credit for the able way in which everything was 
carried out. Altogether a most enjoyable day wasspent, finishing up witha sumptuous 
hot dinner that was provided for the occasion at the Island Hotel. On Tuesday 
evening a smoking concert was given in the large room of the Pelican Hotel, this 
being crowded. A capital and successful entertainment was given, the chair and 
vice-chair being, as might be expected, most efficiently occupied respectively by Mr, 
G. Evans and Mr, Thomas. 

WOOLWICH INVICTA ANGLING SOCIETY. F 

The central Association intend paying'a visit to our club on Monday, December 
13th, when we shall be pleased to see as many friends as can make it convenient to 
attend. It is proposed that a visit to the Royal Arsenal shall be paid. Any member 
who desires to go over wiil be met by myself at the Arsenal Station, Woolwich, at 
2 p.m., the train for which leaves Charing Cross for Woolwich at 1.10 p.m. A con- 
cert will take place in the evening at eight o'clock. Any member wishing to come 
will please to arrive at the Woolwich Dockyard Railway Station. If it should not 
be convenient to visit’ the Arsenal, we shall be happy to see as many members to the 
concert as posssble.—FreD LATHAM, hon. sec. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern ;» Mr. Bayley in the chair. . Members 
present :—Messrs. Crowne, Bayley, Hibble, Rumbelow, Wood, Haines, Griffin, &c. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. For the competition 
on Thursday next it was decided that it be an open competition, bank only. Brother 
anglers are requested not to forget the smoking concert on Thursday next, at 8.30 
sharp. Return visit of the South London List.—_W. L. GRIFFIN, sec. 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

Thursday being our quarterly night, there was a good attendance of mem- 
bers, A jack of 91b. 4oz. by one of our members, also some nice roach and perch 
from the Thames. Two members were balloted for. Our chairman (Mr. Glock), 
and vice-chairman (Mr. Peart), were re-elected for the next quarter. Members are 
reminded of Messrs. Bowles and Snowden’s prizes on the 9th and 12th Dee, A vote 
of thanks was passed for the able manner in which the business, was conducted by 
the chairman, vice-chairman, and officers of the club,—B. 


a SS 





HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—The changes of temperature and weather frequently upset persons who are 
most cautious of their health, and most particular in their diet. These corrective, purifying, and gentle 
aperient Pills are the best remedy for all defective action of the digestive organs; they augment the 
appetite, strengthen the stomach, correct biliousuess, and carry off all that is noxious from the system. 
Holloway’s Pills are composed of rare balsims, unmixed with baser matter, and) on that account are 
peculiarly well adapted for the young, delicate, and aged, As this peerless medicine has gained fame 


in the past, so will it preserve it in the future by its renovating and invigorating qualities, and its 
incapacity of doing harm, . ; : 


—— 
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--W. WOODFIELD & SONS, 
EASEMORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITCH. 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Waterproof Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c. 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Eyed-Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes. 


PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 
The NATIVE GUANO COMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTEE Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, &o., 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 
29, New Bridge-st., Blackfriars, London, H.C. 


“There is no doubt Mr. S.'s gools are giving general satisfaction, for we have met many anglers 
who tell u3 s0.”—FISHING GAZETTE, July 24, 1886, 


UPRIGHT SPLIT-WING TROUT & GRAYLING FLIES 


On Eyed-Hooks, 1s, 94. doz, On Finest Drawn Gut, 1s. 6d, doz. Postage extra, 
“An excellent selection. . . . . Mr. Shribsole’s flies-on gut-are beauties.”—FISHING GAZETTH, 
April 10, 1886, 
6 
THE “MARSTON” ‘TAPER TROUT CASTS. 
8d, each; 7s. 6d. per doz. Postage extra. 
“ The ‘Marston’ gut collars are excellent.”—FISHING GAZETTE, September 12, 1885, 


THE PIKE-FISHING SEASON. 


A SPECIALITY.—Mrx. S. is offering a Four or Five-joint Greenheart Pike Rod, best finish, upright 
rings, partition bag, carriage paid to any part of United Kingdom, 10s, 6d. 


CHRYSTAL, ROUND, OR SNECK-BEND ROACH HOOKS. 


Mr. S. has decided: to supply these far-famed Hooks ‘at—1s...Dozeny postage free. They are on long 
strands of the finest drawn gut, and every hook tested. ; ie 

“We have used these kooks in taking bréam up -to_6lb., and heavy tench and eels, and never used 

better.”—FISHING GAZETTE, July 24. “$38. 


EDGAR S. SHRURSOLE, 15, MIUL STREET; MAIDSTONE. 


“EDGAR |S. SHRUBSOLE, 15. MILL STREET: MAIDSTONE, 
HARDY’S CELEBRATED~GOLD MEDA 
: )RODS. | 


“9. From 8 Guineas each. S 


3 5 
2S v. ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAE: ; 
Before cementing. ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. * After cementing. 


Awarded 95 PRIZE MEDALS, 2nd Special Prizes, since 
1881. QUR GREAT SUCCESS with these celebrated rods 
has started a_host of imitators. BEWARE OF IMIT A- 
TIONS, -claiming+to be the same thing, or as-good as ‘‘ Hardy’s,” 
advertised by-pretended_ manufatttrers, but~who-are in ‘truth only 
buyers and_ sellers of anything they can make into money. 
SIGNIFICANT FAGT. We were awarded THE 
ONLY GOLD MEDAL for Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for 


Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition, London, 1883. 

Either single built, double built, or steel centre. The lightest, 
most powerful, and durable rods made. WE GUARANTEE 
that they will stand uninjured the most severe angling test that can 
be applied. Only Makers of the Special “ Alnwick” Greenheart 
Salmon and Trout Rods, which may be had with our Patent Lock- 
Fast Joints and Improved Serrated Ferrules.. The “ Hotspur” and 
the “Guinea” Trout Fly Rods, all Hand-made from the finest 
seasoned materials only. Salmon and Trout Flies from Stock or 
made to Order for all parts of the World. Gut Lines, Reels, Reel 
Lines, Fishing Baskets, Brogues, Waders, &c., all in our own Special 
Patterns, which cannot be supplied by any other house. 

Send for Illustrated Catalogue for 1886, Post Free, 3 stamps. 


HardyBros.*=s**Alnwick, Northumberland 
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COBWEB DRAWN GUT 
WITH UNBROKEN SKIN. 

“fixamined by the microscope the gut is much 
rounder and more perfect in structure than any I 
have seen, also smaller in diameter ; some of the 
lengths are 8-1,000ths of an inch only. Its tralse 
parency is also very great, and there are seen no ! 
Abres along the length, which isso common with | 





W. BARTLEET & SONS 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


_, TESTED FISH HOOKS. 
THE — ARGHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES. 
FISHING ROD3 AND TACKLE, &, &. 

IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTORY: ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH (Wholesale Only). _ 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 
American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & TroutRods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES, 








Se 


IN SECTIONS. OF 
EQUILATERAL TRIANGLES. 
THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE POWERFUL ACTION, AND 

; COMBINATION. UNEQUALLED FOR DURABILITY. 
Particular attention is given to the Manufacture of these Rods, selected Canes 
only being. worked up, and first-class skilled workmen employed, A waterproof 
cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be separated. Specially-prepared 

varnish is also used, which renders the rods absolutely waterproof. 
A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected 


by means of a NEW AND REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULB, draw- 


ings of which are herewith given :— 





SECTIONS UNITED. 
PERFECT BALANCE, 













































































(B) 

Fig. A shows the Serrated ferrule as teed before the silk bindings are put on 
Fig. B shows the same ferrule with the silk“wound on, thereby preventing the 
metal from cutting through the cane. 

With these unprecedented advantages the ‘‘MALLESON” are the very: Best 
and Cheapest American Cane-Built Rods in the Market. They can be obtained 
from any Fishingyackle Dealer in the United Kingdom. 





Lonpon Hovse (Wholesale Only) : 


H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, EC. 


“The very best artificial bait eyer_yet invented.”—FRANOCIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River,” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, 


Leaded or Unleaded, 


DOES NOT DOUBLE UP WHILE COASTING. 

OTIC #.—BROWN’3 PHANTOM MINNOWS8.—Haying heard of some excellent 

sport Jately obtiined in still ranniug salmon pools and other waters, with one of 

these artificial minnows, I sent to Aberdeen for one, and have now reseived the following 

report of it :—* I obtained permission, but the keeper accompanied me; and after getting 

three splendid autumn salmon, .each one over 201b., the bait was ‘ barred,’ for fear of my 

emptying the pool. I think the hooks should be a triflestouter.” The minnow in question 

somewhat represents a small salmon pink, and is four inches-in length, tail hooks in- 

cluded.—G@. M. K.— Zand and Water, August 21st, 1886. y ss 
Sold by the principal dealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROV#D Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make, 
None genuine unless stamped “W. B.” on the spinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, George Street, ABHRDEEN, 








GOOD .PRINTING, 
“STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 
PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICKS, &c., &., 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 
2, Grocers’ Hall Cour, Poultry, Lon don, EC. 


MORELLA CHERRY BRANDY. 


Queen’s Quality, for Household Use and for the Weak and Aged. 
Sportsman's Quality, for Outdoor Use and for Travellers. 
Beware of Spurious Imitations. 


GRANTS ORANGH COGNAC. 


A fascinating Liqueur of high quality, made with choice Brandy. A 
fine Appetiser. Pleasant with Aérated Waters. 


eR 
"el NY 

GRANTS GINGER COGNAC. 

A Stomachic of extra superior quality, made of the finest old Cognac. 


Sold by all Wine Merchants, Hotels, &e. 


Manufacturers—T GRANT & SONS, Maidstone. 





BRANT'S 
fOHis 
LIQUEURS. 
Silver Medal, 
HEALTH EXHIBITION, 


FLOATING FLIES ON EYED - HOOKS, FLOATING Fulks AND HOW 


FLIES ON GUT (Mr. Tod’s Prixciple). 


Yam very much pleased with the flies ; they are just what 1 wanted,”—From FRANCIS FRANCTS, Esq. | 
“ Mr, Holland, under Mr. H. §. Hall’s instruction, has carried this department of fly-tying to | 
special excellence.”—H, OCHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 
 T never aw anything more Hfedike or perfect,” 


| TO DRESS THEM. 
By F. M. HALFORD, Esq., 


“Detached Badger” of the FIELD. 


Guaranteed correct Patterns of the above can 


a in the Badminton Library. 
a be bad from G. HOLLAND, the only person 


ANCTS M, WALBRAN, Esq, 


j } Ww | 5 = : | onl 7 “4 
adm omer comeM | HOT TLAND, 98, Crane -strect, Salishury, Wilts, je Sapien st ver nen: Hwee on ein 


P.0-0. to be payable to Salisbury. 
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er ee ee 4 4 + B® 
aterproo nes 
Steeled Rods, &c. reas 
; AWARDS. 
x a i EV SuCAICS) 


ARE SUPPLIED QN THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 
Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 





p satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. apsaleama 
Without aboye Mark THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. OF 
no eine SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. EXHIBITING. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 

“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne, On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886. They are, in short, the 


best lines I ever had.” ; 
R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


“ T have used the ImproveD ‘ACME’ Line lastseason and this, The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. . “‘ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886, 


Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘‘Whip!ash” Taper are now So'’ely Manufactured by us with and without 
Metal Centre. Pre 210. and 3d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d. and ls, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. CATALOGUES POST FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods &Tackle,| POST FREE FOR SIX STAMPS. 


MANUFACTURED BY T H E 


REDPATH & CO. COM ( ANGLER 
WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, : 


weedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 
: Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. The Ludicrous Experiences of an 01d Sportsman 


after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 


Kels, and Suckers. 
By A. G. BARTLETT. 


YOU HAV4# GOT HOLD OF AN Al 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
9, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect, 
SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 


dead weight, 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, bar eae 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. PO3T FREE FOR SIX STAMPS OF THE 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is am ” 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with M ANAGER OF THE FISHING GAZETTE 
relresh aoa ce pe descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooma, according to the club tariff. : 

This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, pees 12, and 18, Fetter Lane, London. 
within a few minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 2 : : 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS ——————— ee -.--_-<—<vs_ 

OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. : 
ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 11 o’clock, Table d’Héte COO P E R COO P E R & CO 
g 


dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d, Tea and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 











Mic 
fs LS 
bE 


(Wy, 











arrange for full board at 8s. 6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
re 1s, Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d, FIRES.—Hvening Fire, 1s. Sitting-room Fire, per COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 
"A large ana well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billi SE FINEST TEA the WORLD PRODUCES, but they confine their 
sti ot Reva Rh Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. ae ng, Billard, ‘and [3 OOreL Gana re hee tea Tee Aik teeta 
ay and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken, THE ntloanGda wad atte a ead shir eee ail rjc ieee of 
this year's import, and the finest in the world at their respective 





FIVE prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
T others, again, possess immense strength and pungency; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO, after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 


Ma (4 a] 7 cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
nufacturer s of every Descr iption of TH varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA, 
f° aE Ww Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO, 
| 4 N G A GS K i ORT Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, H.C. Branch 
Pro D Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, Ot. tee En 
ircus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 534, Hi 
(BEST QUALITY ONLY), duces Holborn, W.0. London, celal 





GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, 1s. per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d, 
6 & 7, CROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDsE, Ec, || COOPER COOPER & CO., 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway, EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO., 


FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


191, STRAND, London, W.C. 





S  s 
IMPROVED SPINNING FLIGHT, with Double-Barbed Reverse Hook, as 


r-commended by H. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Esq. This, and all other 
Tackle referred to in the Badminton Library, kept in stock. 


FARLOW’S SKELETON LINE DRIER, 


Regd. No. 38511. 


FARLOWS NEW EYED TROUT FLY BOX, 


Regd. No. 44533. 
FARLOW’S !MPROVED FOLDING HANDLE AND NET, 
ery Light. 
NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE NOW READY, GRATIS. 
Telephone No. 2620. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by nonein the Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE,-AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined.”"—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE” ROD ENO RING, 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See Lhe Field of Nov. 27th,-1885, and Jan. 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER'S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL’ BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &e., &e. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 


OUR ILLUSTRATED 


OUBLE XMAS NUMBER 


Will be Published on 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 


NO EXTRA CHARGE IS MADE FOR THIS NUMBER, AND 
ADVERTISERS WILL FIND IT A MOST VALUBLE ONE 
TO. ADVERTISE IN, AS IT WILL BE WIDELY CIRCU- 
LATED, IN ADDITION TO THE LARGE ORDINARY 
SALE. 

SS 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 “ Putney. 
45 * Hammersmith, 
50 Barnes, 
Addy 55 » Kew. 
75 a Richmond, 
80 Fe Twickenham, 


85 i Teddington, 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, December 4 sti aes 7.31 4c6 vee 8.1 

Sunday, - 5 atc 8.33 An <e 9.12 
Monday, = 6 ore “6c 9.48 cee oes 10.20 
Tuesday, oA 7 Apt SA0 10.52 aa ve 11.20 
Wednesday, Bs 8 Ce ane 11.47 tae 12.0 

Thursday, a 9 ae eae 12.11 Adc fac 1231 
Friday, Ke 10 + 12,52 nee 1,12 


GS River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

There appears to be every prospect of some good perch-fishing, and in the Ha mp- 
ton Court district the fishermen on Tuesday last were full of anxiety to get some 
customers to go out with, as they were certain of finding plenty of fish. One of 
them remarked that John Smith had been out and taken three dozen of perch, and 
one or two of the other fishermen had been fortunate, All that could be said to 
them was that, with giving publicity to it, some of the anglers might be tempted to 
come down and givethema turn. ‘he report ina contemperary, as to a quantity 
of small jack being found in a ditch at Thames Ditton, resulted in Mr. Spreckley 
making inquiries as to the ownership of the property, and having found this out, 
sought permission to have it netted, which has been willingly granted. On Tues- 
day last, in company with the secretary and river-keepers, supplied with all the 
necessary material, he made a visit to the place, which is one that for the future will 
be well looked after; but, after several trials, he did not succeed in getting any fish. 
This would haye been done earlier bat for the addition of water that had got into it, 
and which was probably the cause of the youngsters getting away. The fish evi- 
dently came from the Mole, and their presence in the ditch was well-known to the 
porters at the railway-station, as the water runs parallel with the line. From the 
action which has been taken, it affords evidence that all matters of this kind, when 
reported to Mr. Spreckley or the secretary, will have immediate attention and 
arrangements made for future work. ‘The punt, which was reported last week as 
having been sunkin the new water at Richmond, was the gift of Henry Howard, and 
not Job Brain, as stated,and it is said that one of the other fishermen has already 
followed the good example of Howard, and offered a boat to be sunk in the Rich- 
mond water. There is, with other punts, the prospect of the tidal water being well 
preserved by the deeps haying such protections in them, 


ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMOND.—C. Brown, in two days, 14lb, of roach and dace. F. Brown, in two 
days, 271b. Job Brain, in two days, 14lb. Henry Mansell, in three days, 30lb. of 
roach. 

TWICKENHAM,—Samuel Coles, in three days, 301b. of roach and dace, and a jack 
of 441b. ©, Lee, in one day, four dozen. H. Spiers, in one day, 5lb. J. Spong, in 
five days, 701b. 

TEDDINGTON.—B, Stevens, in two days, five bream and 12lb. of roach and dace. 
W. McBride, in two days, five jack and one chub. Joseph Baldwin, in two days, 
eight dozen of dace. The water in the tidal district is now in good condition for 
all-round fishing, the fishermen only wanting patrons, 

Hampton Court.—William Milbourne says : “ The perch are feeding well in the 
Hampton waters; some of the boats have been taking from eighteen to twenty- 
four brace in the day of sizeable fish... There have been several jack taken in the 
Hampton Deep the last two or three days. The water is in good condition, and the 
fish well on the feed.” 

HAmptTon.—One of the bank anglers caught a young trout of 94in. in length, 
which was carefully put back again. 

Sunpury.—-Mr, G. H. Morgan, with Herbert, in two days, caught three dozen of 
roach and three brace of perch. Edward Clarke, in three days, six dozen of roach 
and dace and nine brace of perch. 

HALLIFOoRD.—George Rosewell, in five days, eighteen jack and eighteen brace of 
perch. 

SHEPPERTON.—A gentleman fishing from the bank gota jack of 6lb. loz. 

WEYBRIDGE.—Herbert Curr, in one day, got a nice basket of five perch, and 
another day two jack and some good perch. F, Poulter,in one day, a jack and four 
and a half brace of perch. 

STAINES.— Mr. Jones, with Charles Hone, four chub and three perch. F. Collier, 
in one day, two jack and six brace of perch. John Keene, jun., in five days, twenty- 
four brace of perch, one of the fish weighing 14lb.; five jack, the largest 61b., six 
dozen of fine roach, and eight chub. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The Thames has once again assumed its wonted aspect—the flood has gone to the 
Nore and left not a trace behind—good luck to it! Most kinds of fish are well on 
the feed, and if snow keeps off, anglers will havea rosy time of it for some time to 
come. Perch are well on, but running wofully small, one angler in the week taking 
41 dozen, and having to return 49 as unsizeable. Chub will now appropriate pith 
with a dash of brain ; and roach will prefer gentles in the still, brightening water. 
The weeds have disappeared, so jack are on the war path in “fresh fields and 
pastures new” in the open, and woe betide a dace or roach if sheltering boughs, 
rocks, or sedges are not available as harbours of refuge. Thursday evening.—I must 
send you items of sport to hand in my next, when I expect to havea big budget. 
Freezing hard as I write, as is well known, but not appreciated by—MARLOWw Buzz, 


Thames (Datchet). 

The water is still in good order for all-round fishing. I was out with a patron on 
Monday, three dozen of roach ; to-day (Thursday) a brace of pike—the largest 111b. 
—a few perch, and a roach or two. My son, Harry, out with a patron on the 
28th ult., one dozen of chub, the largest 3lb. Jack are running very well at pre- 
sent. Hope to see a few more patrons down.—J AMES HOARE, fishermen, 


Thames (Goring). 
Water in good order for all sorts of fishing ; but no fisherman can get anyone to 


come. There were some good jack taken here last week, three going 38lb., and some 
5lb, and 6lb, Thursday : Water and weather all you can wish for.—JOHN RUSH. 
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Thames (Walton). | 

If I were to say that no one has caught a fish here since my last report, I should 
hardly be adopting the language of truth. None the less, “catches” have been 
very few and far between, and principally because, with the exception of a few 
bank fishermen trying “ the Sale,’ very few anglers have been seen in the neigh. 
bourhood. On the 28th ult. Mr. Mordaunt, fishing with my own man, Searle, caught 
one small pike, and lost, I am sorry to say, two good fish. On Monday Mr. Savage, 
out with me, got a run with a clinking good fish in the Sale, but again was disaster 
brought about by the still green and high bottom weeds. 
tried my own hand, but, with the exception of a small fish, between 3lb. and 4lb., 
did nothing. None the less, I saw something, and that something took the form of 
two pike feeding at one and the same time, the possession of either one of which 
would have quite satisfied me. I propose to have a competition for bank anglers 
on December 26th, the entry to be fixed at a shilling per man, The entrance fees 
may be either expended in the purchase of a handsome prize or prizes (to which I 
will add, say, half a guinea), or divided into money prizes, at the discretion of the 
competitors. Upon the same day it is proposed that a punt-fishing sweep- 
stakes be fought out, each competitor putting down half.a_ sovereign; 
but the Iucky money in this case to be divided, not amongst the 
competitors, but rather the fishermen employed upon the day., A very kindly notion, 
inspired by the idea that many of these men do not get too much, or too many of the 
good and savoury things of this life, and that “ It’s Christmas time, you know,” and 
all the rest of it, with cold weather already pinching the toes of the little ones at 
home. Well, there’s my mite ready for this event also, and now who else will join ? 
Permit me to add, Mr. Editor, that the Christmas beef at The Swan will bea of prime 
quality and cut, and that the puddings also, by everyone who has seen them, haye 
been described as “all very fine and large.’—J. P. W. 


Thames (Windsor). ; 

As a consequence of the splendid condition of the water for all-round angling,, 
which I anticipated in my last, good baskets have been made, more especially among 
jack, which are running well, though heavy fish are scarce. Mr. H. Manning, of 
Windsor, heads the list of captures for the week with a handsome jack of 5431b. 
besides seventeen others, and a quantity of fine roach and perch. Mr. R. Barker, of 
the Friendly Anglers, out with R. Gray, 28th ult., had the largest jack of the week, 
going 73lb. ; Mr. Snow, of Windsor, perch-fishing, had a nice jack of 41b. ; Mr. H. 
Stinton, of Eton, a very plump jack of 43lb.; Mr. Barwell, of the Friendly Anglers, 
out with R. Gray, 26th ult., had seven jack, but small, largest only 341b., four 
returned. Mr. W. Buchanan, of Slough, has had the handsomest lot of roach during 
the week, comprising 8lb. taken in one hour, the three largest going 3lb. loz.—best 
fish, 1lb. 50z, I am asked to state that subscriptions to the Windsor and Eton 
Angling Preservation Society, which are now due, should be sent to the society’s 
collector, Mr. J. Mitchell, Emlyn’s-terrace, Eton.—B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 


; Ancholme (Caistor). ; : 

Sharp frost has set in, and should it continue, the water will soon be ice-bound, 
and fishing atan end, Good sport was had towards the end of the past week, chiefly 
with roach and perch—_ THOMAS Forp. 

Chichester. i 

The frosty weather of the past few days has put pike fishermen on the qui vive. 
In the early part of the week some small fish were taken from the basin, and on 
Tuesday, in the lower reaches, Mr. S. Young landed three fair-sized pike in three- 
quarters of an hour with live bait; but since December has set in, pike are not 
feeding so well. Baits may be had in abundance. The water at Selham is now in 
excellent order, and will repay a visit. A few good roach andsmall pike have been 
taken in the upper waters of the Ouse; but the tidal waters of the Adur above 
Steyning or the Arun should now yield good roach, fish feeding freely in these 
waters in the colder weather. On Saturday, at the Lee Farm Fisheries, Pulborough, 
Captain Archer, while pike-fishing, landed a splendid perch, scaling 3lb. 50z., which 
has been sent for preservation, Small bass are affording good sport in the deep 
water of the lock at Southwick. The herring fishing on the coast has been, in point 
of numbers, very successful.—GEORGE F, SALTER. 

Dove and its Tributaries. ! 

Some fair sport has been had this week on the Dove amongst the grayling. A bag 
of five brace, averaging #lb. each, was taken on Saturday, together with two and a 
half brace of big trout, which latter were returned, from the Okeover length, by 
Mr. G. W. Taylor, who has taken over 70 grayling, weighing in the aggregate near 
40lb., during the last ten days or thereabouts, from near the Dove in this neighbour- 
hood. These fish fell to the fly ; the Red Tag or Crow doing most execution, "Tis 
to be regretted that more fishing has not been done on this river of late. The fact 
of the grayling being found to predominate from Rocester downwards to the tune 
of 8 or 10 to one trout or other fish found in the river would seem not generally 
known amongst the grayling-fishing fraternity. We hear of other respectable takes 
of fish from the Okeover and Norbury lengths this week, the taking fly being in 
each instance the Red Tag. The weather to-day is wet, with few feathery flakes of 
snow, This has not thus far interfered with sport prospects.—FosTER BRos., 
Ashbourne, 

Ilfracombe. 5 A 

Sea-fishing.—In the early part of the week the catches of herrings were fairly 
good, the fish being remarkably fine. Large boats landed from one haul about 2,500, 
and smaller boats about 1,000, besides good catches of hake and whiting. There was 
also splendid sport in catching conger, and Mr. Benoke, in addition to a good catch 
of conger, captured a fine skate which measured over 8ft. in length and about 5ft. 
across, and weighed considerably over lewt. The rod-and-line fishing from the pier 
and jetty has not been so good as the previous week, the sport being with small 
fish, However, several baskets of tamlin and conger eel have been taken. Weather 
the past two days stormy, with occasional heavy rainfalls, the wind veering from 
S.W. to W.N.W. ; fresh wind to-day, N.N.W.—E. Comer. 

Lake District. ‘ 

The present week finds us in the height of a somewhat late spawning season. The 
rivers are just a nice height, and the fish can be plainly seen. Practical anglers 
are of opinion that there has not been so many fish on the spawning beds for 
years as now. The spell of severe weather has sent the last fish to the “ redds.” 
A few large and late sea fish are yet running; but the majority are spawning. 
The number of salmon up the Kent, Mint, and Sprint is also exceptional. Disease 
is so slight and so local, that it scarcely needs to be mentioned. If this keeps 
off through winter, angling may be said not to have been so good for many years,— 


EPHEMERA, 
Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in good order, and there have been some good takes of fish this last 
few days—roach and chub. One gentleman had 201b, on Saturday, and 15lb, on the 
28th ult., very nice fish Wa. CowxE.u. 

Lea (Tottenham). j 

The water continues in capital order for all-round fishing. Several jack have been 
taken during the week, five falling to the share of Mr. Dodd ; heaviest fish, 41b.— 
HACKLES RED, 

Leicester, Kah ihc 

There has been a change for the better anent angling prospects in this neigh- 
bourhood, and the followers of this class of sport have been more numerous than 
usual at the river side this week. The doings have been of a satisfactory character, 
pike, roach, perch, and chub biting freely. Among the takes worthy of mention 
were those ot Messrs. Rylott, who showed three chub weighing 4¢1b., 4lb., and 21b. ; 
also a number of good roach—several over 11b., and one scaling 13lb. ; Messrs Pratt 
and Pennock took a lot of roach, many of them going over I1b, each ; Mr. Hobbs was 
to the fore with a fine lot of perch, the greater portion of the fish weighing lb. 


Pike-fishing has been much better than for some time past, many good fish having , 
been secured, Mr. Wood caught one from the canal weighing 7lb., and others from 


On the following day I » 
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from 3lb. to 5lb. There has been a numerous attendance of Leicester anglers at the 
waters in the district, and among others who have been successful were Messrs. 
Scotney and Smith, who returned home with five brace of very handsome pike, The 
weather on Thursday was very cold, and a sharp frost prevailed, Waters remain in 
first-rate condition.—ALERT. 


Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The Derwent has been in splendid condition for angling during the past week, 
the weather, too, having been favourable, At Ambergate and Whatstandwell Bridge 
a fair sprinkling of rodsters have been out, and both bottom and fly-fishermen have 
done well amongst the grayling. Of late, several brace of trout have been taken 
out in this length, but have, of course, been returned. Grayling have been well on 
the feed since the sharp frost commenced, and are taking almost any kind of bait. 
Some nice creels have been taken, several brace being credited to Mr. Walter Glossop, 
of Ambergate. Very few anglers have been out at Belper of late, whilst at Duffield 
the club have been well represented. The Ecclesburne is now well stocked with gray- 
ling, and ere long this splendid stream will afford an abundance of sport. Derby 
anglers have been out in numbers, the majority of them devoting their attention to 
spinning and live-bait fishing, A few good jack have been taken, The prospects 
for the next few days are good.—G. R. B. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water still remains in the pink of perfection, but the cold weather does not 
tempt many anglers out. Last Saturday a gentleman fishing the Castle swim caught 
a 41b, pike with a worm and lost another. On the 28th ult. we hada large party 
down from Woolwich, but they caught very little, Anglers should not at this time 
of the year, fish in the centre of the river, but close to the bank.—YE Mrepway 


WATER RAT, 
Medway (Maidstone). 


The river has fined down to a beautiful sea-green colour, and sport should now be 
good. Anglers should try one of the “Medway Devil’s” (spinning spoon) if in 
search of pike or perch. Some well-scoured worms or boiled wheat is recommended 
for the roach, bream, &e, Fish right on the bottom.—EpGAR 8, SHRUBSOLE, A 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

The last two or three days has been too cold for many to venture out, although 
the water is in goodcondition. At the beginning of the week some very good sport 
was had. A lady had the luck to kill a very nice fish on the 26th ult., weighing 
97lb., only fishing a short time. J. Flanders has killed some good fish ; I saw one- 
he killed on the 2nd, 8{lb. Mr. Hows had some good sport with the roach on the 
30th ult., taking between four and five dozen, and among them he had eleven 
averaging 1lb, each, Prospects good. Subscriptions are required for fishing,— 
H. Rout, 

Guse and Iyel (Blunham). 


Both rivers are in first-class order, and as we are having frosty weather, there is 
every chance of good sport.—H. R. 


Reservoir (Elstree). 

Water in good condition for jack-fishing, now these little frosts are on, which 
cause the jack to rise well to the bait. On the 25th ult., Dr. Reboul some perch, 
and on the 28th there were a few fine jack taken with dace, spinning. Mr. Sponery, 
one jack, weighing 91b.; Mr. Bollington, one jack, 74lb.; Mr. Wyemore, one of 
2olb.; and on the 30th ult. Mr. Cooper one of 10lb, On December 1st, perch from 
the bank,—G, CHESHER, 

Severn (Kidderminster). 

The Severn is at the present time low and getting very bright ; nowithstanding 
there has been a lot of anglers visiting the river. Some of them have done well 
among the chub; baskets ranging from 10lb. to 20lb. and upwards, with pith for 
bait, and fishing in the pools below the fords where the water would be a bit lively, 
other anglers fishing in gentler streams not faring so well, while one or two fisher- 
men, knowing the water was fine, were in hopes of finding the grayling on the rise 
as the weather was fine, but not a fin was seen, either of grayling or any other fish. 
Those anglers using gentles, paste, or worms nearly all failed. Three pounds of fish 
was the most taken, except one angler, who by good luck dropped on a few perch in 
a hole, and in about 20 minutes took 5lb. (13 fish), when all at once they ceased to 
bite, or else they were all caught, for not another stir could be got. One of our 
members fishing in private waters took eleven jack ; best fish, 134]1b. One of our 
honorary members had a good fish weighing 1941b., which he is having set up. The 
most curious thing with the 134lb. fish was that, after it was hooked, it suffered 
itself to be drawn up to the boat side, gaffed, unhooked, and never stirred a muscle 
or fin, but lay where it was put, and not the least bit of fright in it or sign of life ; 
the fish was in good condition too. There is still a quantity of salmon at Lincomb 
Weir waiting another rise in the water. One noble fish has been seen among others, 
which the lock-keeper assures us is 40lb. If there should come another rise on the 
river soon—and I hope there will be on account of the fish—most of them will 
arrive at their destination,—K, EARP. 


Trent (Newark). 


The water still remains in capital condition for fishing, and some very decent 
sport has been had down here by some of our anglers. Mr. Robinson has had five 
or six very nice jack during the week (the largest about 8lb.), and Mr, Norledge got 
eight very decent ones (the largest about 5lb.) A fair bag or two of chub have also 
been brought up from the lower reaches, one of 331b., taken by Mr. Strickland being 
the biggest fish of this class that has come under my notice this week, If we have 
another day or two as sharp as it has been, it will be all up with jack-fishing in the 
backwaters, as they will be frozen over. In the mean time, the river isin good form, 
and chub are the coming fish,— THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Our pike and chub anglers have again been favoured with delightful weather, and 
some good takes have been made. Messrs. Gilliver and Collishaw, of Nottingham, 
have been busy amongst the pike at Clifton, getting nearly 501b, in three hours, and 
on Wednesday they caught, amongst others, a remarkably well-fed fish going 91b. 
Mr. Collishaw has also scored largely amongst the chub, using bullock’s pith and 
brains for bait, and on the 27th Mr. H. Coxon, with the sama class of bait, had 
eighteen fish from one of the upper waters, weighing 374lb. On Monday, at 
Fiskerton, the same angler caught, whilst scratching fishing, a pike of 4$lb. It is 
rarely indeed that pike will be tempted by a piece of scratching. Messrs. Briggs 
and Woodhouse, of The Park Tavern Association, have taken some grand lots of — 
roach with bread paste at Sawley, and many nice dishes have been got with the 
cockspur worm opposite Trent Loch. Mr. H. Walker, of Lenton, caught several big 
chub, including one of 431b., in the Wilford length on Tuesday.—THp MAN AT THE 


CLUBS. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


The grayling are still giving very good sport both to fly and worm ; but the rivers 
are so exceedingly low and clear that the very finest tackle is necessary to insure 
sport. Some very good dishes have been taken during the past week. I send you 
report of the Burnsall Club dinner, which was held at the Crescent Hotel, Ilkley , 
last Thursday ; everybody enjoyed themselves amazingly—at least, I. know I did,— 


F, M. WALBRAN. 
EE 





GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites Noblemen 
and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent or made up but what 
he himself’has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required, from gentlemen who can fish, to prove 
whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies 
dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices; Point Flies 2s, 6d. per Dozen ; Dropper Flies, 2a, per Dozen, 


(rders punctually attended to,—(ADYT.) 
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SCOTCH NOTES, 


TWEED AND Trv1oT,—The salmon angling on these rivers closed on Tuesday, and 
on that day both streams were considerably swollen and discoloured, Teviot moré 
especially so, and no angling was practicable on it; while on the Tweed, it not 
being so much swollen and dirty above the confluence at the junction of the two 
rivers, all the casts were fully occupied ; but exceedingly little sport was got, only 
one fish, we believe, having been got, and that by Mr. Cooper on the Floors upper 
water, while the lower water was fished blank. On the whole, however, the past 
season has been most satisfactory, and large records have been made, both in the 
size of the fish killed and also in the numbers that have been got in one day, as also 
in a week and a month, MHarking back, however, to where my notes of last 
week left off, we have to state that on the: 24th ult. the rivers were in 
excellent ply, and on all the casts good takes were got. Generally speaking, this 
date was the best fishing day of the closing week, as on the various fastnesses to-day 
58 salmon fell to the rods of the anglers. The following is the result of the last five 
days on the Tweed and Teviot, as reported to us since our last :—On the Floors Castle 
upper water, Mr. Cooper killed 55 monarchs of the Tweed; while on the Floors, 
Castle lower water, Mr. Smith killed 30 fish. The Messrs, Hay-Gordon during the 
five days had 35 salmon on the Carham water; and on the Hendersyde casts, Sir, 
George Waldie Griffith, Bart., of Hendersyde Park, and friends, killed exactly 36 
fish. On the Edvam House water, Mr. C. J. Cunningham and friends, and Mr. J. 
Drummond and friends have had 27 salmon during the five days. On the Rutherfurd 
water in two days, Mr.J. O. Burton and Mr. Kingdon had 15 between them, and on the 
Sprouston water, the takes, although not reported to us, have been, we under- 
stand, very good, while the same remark applies to, Mertoun, Pavilion, Dryburgh, 
and Bemersyde waters. On the Makerstoun water Mr. Cockburn, London, has 
had excellent sport; on the Wark water Mr. Russell and the Hon. Geoffrey. 
Dawnay, Yorks, have also had exceedingly good sport. On the Cornhill, Birg- 
ham, and Lees waters the number of fish got have, in a great measure, been 
fairly good, but the number of floods during the back-end—seventeen in number 
—in a great measure tended to make takes a great deal less than they would 
actually have been had the rivers remained in their normal condition. The Teviot 
has also done well during the last few days, sixteen fish having been got from 
the various casts during that time. The rivers at present are full of spawning 
fish, and a good breeding season is thereby expected. Winter, too, has set in, as 
on Wednesday we had snow and sleet and to-day (Thursday) Mother Earth wears 
a mantle of white. The weather is very frosty, with the wind from the north- 
east, and it is freezing hard. Curler’s are in high glee at prospects of an early 
renewal of the roaring game.—MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 


~ 





' NOTES ON THE YORKSHIRE ESK. 
INFORMATION FOR ANGLERS. 


WE have had a very fair season both for salmon and trout, there 
being nothing else in the river except eels and a few grayling, but 
it is very rarely one is caught. I believe they were turned in (some 
500 fry) about ten or eleven years ago by F. Ley, Esq., of Derby. 
There has been a total of 522 salmon taken during the last season, to our 
knowledge, with the rod, and 4,944 at sea with the nets, and 130 with the nets 
in the river, there only being three net licenses taken out for the river. In 
1885 there were 573 taken with the rod, 4,633 by nets at sea, and 87 by nets in 
river. he Hsk isa very nice little river both for fly and worm: plenty pf 
good trout to be taken as well in the upper lengths, several nice creels being 
taken this last season, to my knowledge, of from 15 to 20 brace. The Esk Fishery 
Board grant licenses for salmon for the whole season at 10s., which includes trout- 
fishing, and trout licenses 1s. 6d. for the whole season, and they likewise grant 
Association tickets to fish in ten miles of the Board’s water, which commences 
near to Whitby and goes to a little above Glaisdale (with the exception of a few 
lengths between), for £1 1s. for the whole season ; and, if a salmon license is 
taken, both license and ticket for £1 7s. 6d. Gentlemen coming to stay in the 
district can get accommodation at Whitby, the well-known watering-place, and 
there are plenty of trains running on the North Cleveland branch from Whitby 
on the North-Eastern Company's railway, and return as well. The line runs 
alongside the river nearly all the way up to Castleton, and there is some of the 
finest scenery in England all the way up the Esk Valley, chiefly near Glaisdale, 
where also good accommodation may be had at the Arncliffe Hotel, near to 
Glaisdale station. Some of the best pools for salmon are within five minutes’ 
walk of the hotel, and Mr. Briggs, the proprietor, will be glad to give every 
information. I may mention that one pool, called Dead Man’s Pool, has 
accounted for a great number of the fish caught during the past season, one 
angler getting nine in one day, the largest 191b., and the same gentleman has 
caught fifty during the last season, and several other anglers have got into the 
“ teens,” most of them in thesame place. The opening season commences again 
on Feb. 1st ; but there is not much doing till April, and then chiefly among the 
trout, as this is a late river for the salmon running up in any great quantities. 
The best time is from the latter end of August till the close on the Ist Noy. 
- There was a general meeting of the Board on Friday last, the 19th Nov., when 
the net fishermen at sea applied for an extension of time, they being stopped at 
present on Sept. Ist, and the Board have granted them another fortnight, sub- 
ject to the sanction of the Board of Trade or Home Secretary, whichever it is. 
The Esk Board likewise breed salmon and trout for restocking the river—some- 
thing like from 10 to 15,000 of a sort, and this year about 10,000 Loch Leven 
trout-fry were turned in to try to improve the present kind of trout. The 
salmon are getting well on to the spawning beds here now, and there is plenty 
of fish, and with an average run of luck we should have another good season next 
year. AINTHORPE. 
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ILLEGAL ATTEMPT TO TAKE SALMON.—At the North Riding police court, 
Whitby, on Saturday, Mr, Edward Corner in the chair, Francis Calvert, of 
Goathland, was charged with illegally attempting to take salmon from the waters 
of the river Esk. A constable stated that about midnight on the 22nd Nov. he 
was located at a point near the river between Beck Hole and Grosmont. 
It was nearly dark ; but looking up the stream he saw a light flash two or 
three times across the water. He went to the place ; but, on his approach, the 
light suddenly disappeared. He, however, found defendant concealed behind 
some bushes. Near him he found an extinguished lantern, and also a gaff, which 
was wet. Defendant gave no satisfactory account of his presence there. Mr. 
Wm. Brown, secretary to the Esk Fishery Association, informed the magistrates 
that this was the fifth poacher who had been caught. He reminded the bench 
that salmon were now quite unwholesome—and absolutely unfit to eat, and the 
killing of salmon at this period of the season meant wholesale destruction of 
fish. If this practice—that of poaching unclean and unseasonable fish—were 
allowed to go on without some check, the association which was formed to 
protect the fish might as well disband altogether. He pressed for a heavy 
penalty. The defendant, to the magistrates : ‘The lantern is mine, but the ae 
is not. There are plenty of gaffs about Goathland, I am sorry. to say.” The 
bench found defendant guilty, and inflicted a penalty of £5 and expenses, the 
gaff and lantern to be forfeited, ; 
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DID IZAAK WALTON SMOKE? 


WE were seated very comfortably before the fire testing the merits 
of a cake of “ Golden Flake” which had been kindly bestowed upon 
us by an old friend who remembered our weakness, ‘when who 
should come in but “ Old Smith.” 

‘Old Smith,” we should tell you, is one of those confounded old humbugs 
who has more spare time than his neighbours, and delights in employing it in 
searching out knotty points and quips, which he ever and again hurls at them to 
their discomfiture. 

We could see by the demon of mischief which lurked under Smith’s eyelid 
that we were in for something of this kind, and lo ! and behold we hadn’t long to 
wait for it. To stave off the evil day, however, we passed the whisky, and, some- 
what reluctantly we fear, the “Gold Flake ” that we had just cut up. 

But Smith wasn’t going to be staved off in that way, and whether he thought 
the ‘Scotch ” might get the better of his resolution, we cannot say ; but he wasn’t 
long in opening out. 

“ How about that Statue, old man ?” said he. “‘ How are the funds coming in ?” 

“ Pretty well,” we replied, “secing the niggardliness of the world at large,” 
and, we might have added, ‘‘ Old Smith” in particular. 

“T say, old man,” said Smith, and here that demon of mischief under his eyelid 
began fe dance a perfect “can-can,” “did your worthy friend, Izaak Walton, 
smoke ? ” 

Now, it is agood job we hadn’t our favourite meerschaum between our lips at 
the time “ Old Smith ” put this question, or we might have had recourse to language 
more expressive than polite, as our briar fell across the bar of the fender and lay 
revelling in the ashes on the hearth. We should here add that what sent our 
favourite briar flying from our mouth was not so much the question with which 
Smith assailed us, as that confounded dig in the ribs with which he invariably 
accompanies any particular “hit” he thinks he has made—as much as to say, 
“There, old fellow, what do you think of that? Put that in your pipe and 
smoke it.” 

“Of course Izaak Walton smoked,” said we. 
didn’t?” Here we made as if we would go to the bookcase and prove the 
assertion. It had been usual for “ Old Smith” to say on similar occasions, “ All 
right, old man, don't bother yourself ; I know you are right,” and the like. But 
to-night the very mischief was in him, and he only seemed to chuckle more 
audibly than before, as we turned over the pages of ‘‘ The Compleat Angler” in 
vain for confirmation of our opinion. We couldn't for the life of us find it, and 
so “ Old Smith,” having exhausted both his whisky and his wit, left us triumphant 
to torment some other of his worthy acquaintance as he had certainly tor- 
mented us. 

* 


“Whatever made you think he 


* * * * * 


We have no doubt that our worthy readers possess an “ Old Smith” amongst 
their acquaintances, and should he ever taunt their indulgence in the fragrant 
weed (and they be fishermen) with his “ Did Izaak Walton Smoke ?” we may 
tell them confidently that we believe he did, at one time immoderately. For 
has he not written, in his life of Sir Henry Wootton, that ‘‘his (Sir Henry's) 
asthma seemed to be overcome ina great degree by his forbearing tobacco, which, 
as many thoughtful men do, he also had taken immoderately” ? Was rot Izaak 
Walton a thoughtful man? In the “Compleat Angler” itself there is only one 
allusion to tobacco, and that shall be found in the instructions for the “ Ground- 
Bait” for bream. We give it in “ Izaak’s” own words :— 

“ About four of the clock in the afternoon repair to your baited place ; and as 
soon as you come to the waterside cast in one-half of the rest of your ground- 
bait, and stand off ; then whilst the fish are gathering together for their supper 
you may take a pipe of tobacco, and then in with your three rods as in the 
morning.” 

As to “TIzaak’s” forbearance of tobacco, we are inclined to think he, too, 
latterly gave up smoking, but that his reverence for authority had as much to do 
with his denunciation (see “ Elegy on Doctor Donne”) of the practice as any- 
thing, for is not asthma (Izaak Walton was asthmatical) rather allayed and 
soothed by the fragrant weed than otherwise? But then King James had sent 
forth his ‘‘ counterblast,” and tobacco smokers were reckoned therein as amongst 
the foulest of God’s creatures, and so, we suppose, poor old “ Izaak” put out his 
pipe. We are afraid we detect a subterfuge, and said “his asthma seemed to 
be overcome.” 


Southsea, Noy. 27. Tiny Tim. 





FIRESIDE MEDITATIONS. 
By, ‘Av, Be Ho 
(Concluded from page 311.) 


“ Pre, although termed solitary fish (says Stoddart), are not so, but swim in 
small companies. No less than sixty-seven have been taken in one haul from 
the river Tay, near Almond-mouth.” 

Few pike fishermen will agree with the above assertion, for although pike may 
be at times found in company, there can be no doubt that Hsow is by nature a 
solitary, unsociable, and unamiable fish. I am truly sorry to give him this 
character (old friend as he is), but I fear it cannot be contradicted. I recollect 
some years ago seeing two small fish, each about din. long, apparently twisting 
round each other. On closer examination, I was astonished to see that a bleak 
was being held across the middle of its body by a jack of the same size, and Master 
Jack was shaking his victim like a terrier shaking a rat! Now and again he 
would release the bleak from sheer inability to hold it, but he always returned 
to the attack after “ taking breath.” Eventually the bleak made its escape from 
its persecutor. — ' 

The “Scottish Angler” gave some time ago some interesting information 
(accompanied by a plate) concerning the vendise, a fish of great rarity, and found 
only in the small lakes in the parish of Lochmaben, near Dumfries* : “It 
measures from 4 to 10in., and resembles the herring in appearance, being green 
on the back and covered below with silver scales. The forehead is very pellucid, 
and bears upon it the shape of a human heart. It is, in fact, remarkably 
transparent, that one may detect the bones when holding it up before the sun. 
. . . . . The vendise swims about in shoals, and is much hunted down 
by the pike. ‘The flavour is highly delicate, and its food a very minute species 
of shell-fish or water insect. It refuses all the lures of the angler. Confounded 
till of late years with the guiniad, or pollack of Loch Lomond, a fish common 
to Wales and some of the Irish lakes . .. .- the vendise is found 
in Ullswater, and known there by the name of uy schelley. oa 

% : 


The guiniad mentioned in the above paragraph is found in Bala Lake, 


“Merionethshire ; but while I spent a fortnight fishing this lake I never had 











1 


* The yendise is found in Switzerland, 
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the pleasure of seeing one of these rare fish. Although the lake runs into 
the river Dee, it is said that these fish never are found in the river. The 
guiniad is not caught by angling, and as the lake is far too deep and rocky 
to net, it is but on rare occasions that this fish is to be seen. I was told at 
Bala that they are found occasionally in the stomachs of the pike caught there ; 
and it is said that after heavy storms the guiniad are picked up on the shore of 
the lake. In course of time no doubt the pike will extinguish the whole shoal 
of guiniad in this water. 
a a Sd ot * 

Stoddart is not a believer in using many kinds of flies. He only describes 
four varieties for trout-fishing, and he says :—‘‘ For ourselves our maximum in 
every Scottish stream is reduced to only four descriptions of artificial flies, with 
one or other of which we engage to catch trout over all the kingdom.” 

His list of salmon flies is not more than half a dozen, 

ty 2 ey % rs 

Listen to his opinion of the members of “the craft” generally. Says he : 
“ Anglers are a more gifted and higher order of men than others, in spite of the 
sneers of pompous critics or the trumpery dixit of a parodoxical poet.” 

This is lofty language, and has a good sounding ring with it ; but who is the 
‘paradoxical poet ?” . Whoever he may be, he has greatly incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the ‘ Scottish Angler,” 

ae ue ae # st 

The old saying, ‘‘Once a chub-hole, always a chub-hole,” is fairly correct, 
and I have known places which fifty years ago were noted for harbouring chub 
have still the same reputation. Of course, I do not refer so much to fished-out 
Metropolitan waters as to country rivers and streams. This old saying could 
not be applied to roach, for altheugh a good roach-hole may keep its reputation 
for a few years, it seems that the fish in course of time shift their quarters. As 
a boy Lused for years to fish a noted roach swim, about 15ft. deep, where the 
roach were numerous and very large. No matter how many were caught, others 
would supply their place. It had been a favourite spot with my father—long 
before I ever fished it. After a few years’ absence I resolved to try it again, and 
well baited it for that purpose. The weather and water were favourable, but the 
fish were gone / Again and again I tried the old “hole” with different baits, 
and still Ihad nothing! Now, what was the reason of this? The water was 
strictly preserved, and had been but little fished since I took my last grand 
haulthere. It was a most out-of-the-way and secluded spot, and in a river 
swarming with roach and other fish. 

e % o cs % 

Fish are certainly so capricious in their ways of feeding that no one need 
wonder at their rejecting a bait at one time which they will eagerly take at 
another. But I know a certain mill-pool (forty miles from London) which 
contains some tons of enormous carp-bream. LHarly and late, at all seasons, have 
I tried these monsters with every “tit-bit” I could think of. Lob-worms, 
paste, gentles, brandlings, wheat, and greaves have been placed right under their 
very noses, but all in vain! They certainly have at times been caught, and one 
angler succeeded in taking three fish of the united weight of 22lb. There are 
many of them I should estimate at over 8lb. each, and while they are preserved 
from poaching they may reach to a patriarchal age. They certainly feed on 
something, but what that “something” is remains a mystery. 
however, the fish feed on small aquatic insects and the young shoots of the 


various water weeds. But why do these bream differ so much in their feeding | : 
| pool, I should have been accosted in the same way—word for word, as you accosted 


from the rest of their tribe? I leave the question for some “ crack” bream- 


fisherman to solve. 
* * * % * 

If we can place any reliance on that large illustrated book known as “ The 
Museum of Animated Nature,” bream grow, many of them, to the size of 14 or 
15Ib.in the Irish lakes and in the lakes of Cumberland and Westmoreland. I 
think that this statement wants confirmation. Perhaps some Irish angler can 
throw a further light on the bona fides of these enormous bream. These fish 
stories are handed down from one angling book to another, until it becomesa 
difficult matter to separate the truth from fiction. 





THE OPTICS OF ANGLING. 


THE ordinary monthly meeting of the Manchester Anglers’ Association was 
held at the Grand Hotel, on Tuesday week last, when Dr. A. Hodgkinson gave 
an address on “ The Optics of Angling.” Mr. T’. Harker, president, was in the 
chair, and there was a large attendance. This is not the first occasion on which 
the somewhat intricate subject of the vision of fish has been introduced to the 
Association. Vol. II. of Anglers’ Evenings contains a paper which was alluded 
to by Dr. Hodgkinson, on the same subject, by the Honorary Secretary, Mr. 
Abel Heywood, jun., as well as the supositious adventures of two Lancashire 
lads who visited Bakewell in order to put the theories and diagrams of the 
secretary to a practical test. They are said to have met with ‘“ George,” boots 
at the Bakewell Hotel, and what passed between them George to this day 
seriously declares is not true. 

In considering the subject of Angling Optics, we are met, as Dr. Hodgkinson 
pointed out, by the difficulty that we do not know exactly what the sight of 
fishes is, but we must assume it to be not much unlike our own, and we are not 
without grounds for the assumption. By drawings on a black board Dr. 
Hodgkinson showed how the eyes of both men and fishes were alike in their 
main parts, the greatest divergence being that, whereas the optic nerve in man 
occupies only a small portion of the brain, in fishes it occupies pretty nearly the 
whole brain ; and we may presume, therefore, that the sight of fishes is more 
sensitive. Dr. Hodgkinson then dealt with the phenomena of the passages of 
rays of light from the rare medium air, to the dense medium water, and the 
change in direction that the incident ray undergoes ; he pointed out the fact that 
under certain conditions an angler on the bank might be invisible to a fish in 
the stream, but the exultation of the gentlemen assembled was probably damped 
when they heard that, in order practically to discover the distance, they must 
stand from the water, in order to be invisible, they must take their height and 
multiply it by 14, which, as an unfortunate angler who was present pointed out, 
would require him, seeing that he is 6ft. high, to stand 84ft. from the water’s 
edge before he could take advantage of the invisible mantle Dr. Hodgkinson had 
promised him. ‘The case, however, is not quite so hopeless as this, for, as the 
doctor pointed out, the water in which the fly-fisher angles is not generally so 
smooth as a mirror, and in rippled or broken water it is impossible for fish to 
see the object on two legs that may be on the bank. 

In fishing for trout, wading, in many streams, is a necessity, and by means of 
an ingeniously constructed tank Dr. Hodgkinson showed not only what the angler 
looked like to the fish when he waded, but how his aspect wasaffected by the colour 
of the bottom of the river, and that of such cover as there might be on the bank. 
The rather startling announcement was made and demonstrated that, while the 
wader was duplicated so far as his legs were concerned, another pair appearing 
upside down on the actual legs, the mans body, if visible at all, was far away 


Probably, 
| another day. 











from the legs, and over head, where, if we put ourselves in the position of the 
fishes, we should expect to see nothing but sky. No fish then ever saw a 
wader with his two halves united, and whether its feeble brain can ever connect 
together the two distinct objects—the body up in the air, and the legs down in 
the water—is extremely doubtful. 

The tank by which Dr. Hodgkinson was enabled to demonstrate his theories 
was made so that from one end the observer could, by directing his vision from 
various depths of water, always look through a slip of glass placed at right 
angles to the point towards which he looked. In this way, and by the use of a 
little figure to represent a man, the point where invisibility begins (four degrees) 
could be clearly seen, as well as the effect which the water has of apparently 
lifting the object much above the position it really occupies. 

Dr. Hodgkinson’s remarks and the demonstrations were received with the 
greatest amount of attention, and though the anglers prohibit vote of thanks, 
he was personally thanked by-many of the gentlemen who joined in the dis- 
cussion on the paper. 

Two new members, Mr. James Berry and the Rev. Henry Siddall, were intro- 
duced to the meeting, and the members were reminded that the next, which 
would be the hundredth meeting, would be the annual dinner. 








DICK’S YARN. 


STR LLING, rod in hand, a few weeks ago up that part of the old Lea known as 
Ford’s Water, noting as I went along the changes being made by the Hast London 
Waterworks Co. in making their new cutting to connect the Copper Mill stream 
—or, in other words, the feeder to their reservoirs—with the Mill-tail stream at 
Chingford, I came on Dick ledgering in one of the deep pools for which this 
water is famous. Getting close up to him without his perceiving me, I said, 
“Good morning, Dick ; the whirligig of time brings many changes.” 

Dick turned round witha startled expression on his countenance, and appeared 
relieved on seeing who it was that addressed him. 

“ Ah!” said Dick, “TI little thought I should ever witness such a change as 
they are making here ; they call it an improvement—I fail to see it.” 

‘All depends on the point of view from which you look atit, Dick. I aur 
aware you do not look at it from a water consumer’s point of view. Precious 
little of that article do you take in an undiluted state.” 

“ Looking at it from any point of view,” said Dick, “I fail to see any improve- 
ment. The broad water at the top of the Ferry Boat Fishery is now confined 
within narrower bounds by concrete walls, the stretch of water running at right 
angles to it up to the Slackers doomed to be filled up. Where are the little 
islands and the crack swims between them and the ferry ?—all obliterated by the 
give-and-take method carried out just at that place. Why, this my favourite 
pool (the Whirl), and the stretch of water running from it up to the Mill-tail 
stream, which includes the deep at the mouth of Chingford Ditch, the barbel hole 
above it, and the splendid shallows—the summer resort of the fish—intervening, 
all doomed to be things of the past. Do you call it an improvement ?” 

“ Well, well, Dick! I confess it does not look so at present ; but even from 
an angler’s point of view, I believe that in the long run it will be a great improve- 
ment; but we will not stop to argue the question now—we can fight that out 
What made you look so scared when I first spoke to you?” 
“Strange, very strange,” said Dick ; “that afew daysago when ledgering this 


me just now.” 
“Very remarkable, Dick,” I replied, “ and, lighting my pipe, I sat down by his 


side, and requested him to give me particulars.” 


“Well,” said Dick, “I was sitting just where I am now, when a perfect 
stranger to me came up, and said, ‘Good morning, Dick ; the whirligig of time 
brings many changes.’ 

“*Good morning, guv’nor,’ I replied ; ‘they are altering the face of things 
hereabouts—but really you have the advantage of me.’ 

“*Tn what, Dick—in what way ? Don’t know me, eh?’ 

‘““« Never saw you before, to the best of my recollection.’ 

““* Nonsense, Dick, nonsense. Why, I have known you asan angler for the last 
forty years ; knew you when you used to get thumping bags of fish from the 
river at Old Ford. Ah, Dick! fish have decreased and anglers increased since 
then.’ 

‘““< So far as the fish are concerned in some parts of the river, they have—in 
fact, there are no fish below the outfall of the sewage works at Tottenham’; 
but there are plenty of fish in the Lea yet, some whoppers, too, and every 
prospect of a continued improvement, for the Lea Conservancy has fixed 
standards, below which no fish are to be killed, and prohibited the using of 
nets, night-lines, bank-runners, and all engines of that description, and there 
is the Anglers’ Association, with a paid and honorary staff of river-keepers, 
to see that the rules are not transgressed. So you see, guvnor, the clouds 
which hung over our little river are fast rolling away.’ 

‘““¢ Plenty of fish, eh, Dick ; whoppers, too, are they, Dick ?—bank-runners not 
allowed ? Why, Dick, you astonish me,’ said he. ‘Now look here, Dick,’ he 
went on to say, ‘how about the jack ?—are they whoppers? Why, if a record 
was kept of the number and weights of all the jack taken in the public and 
subscription waters of the Lea, I do nut believe it would give an average weight 
of 3lb. per fish. Do you call that a good average for jack?’ 

““« T must confess it would be a very low average for jack ; but I think, guv’nor, 
your estimate is a long way short of what the weight would really be, was my 
answer. 

“<T don’t think so, Dick—don’t think so; and then as to bank-runners not 
being allowed, why look at many of the jack-anglers, Dick ; their rod-bags will 
soon reach the dimensions of bolster-cases. They are not content with one or 
two rods ; but some of them take three, and in some instances four. Now, it 
is very certain they cannot fish with three or four rods at once, unless they make 
bank-runners of them, and that is simply what they do. Just as well allow 
them to put in trimmers at once. ‘The powers that be, Dick, should 
put: their foot down heavily on the many-rod jack-fisher. Ah, Dick ! 
you should have seen the river as I have seen it, before local 
boards made it their main sewer, when the pools swarmed with salmon, 
trout chased the small fry o’er the shallows, and dimpled the surface of 
the pools with rings as they sucked down the flies, and——’ 

“* Hold on, governor,’ I shouted, ‘ you are coming it a little too strong, even 
for an angler. Why, you don’t look more than my age, and how the—well, 
Dickens—could you have known the river when salmon and trout were common 
to it?’ 

“ “Now, Dick, it is really too bad to interrupt me thus, pray donot do it again. 
I was going to say—and pike. Ah ! they were pike, Dick ; real aldermanic fellows, 
not baby jack ; and as you sat on the bank, kingfishers flashed by you, coots and 
waterhens sailed in and out of the sedges, dabchicks in scores gambolled on the 
surface of the river, and——' 

“¢QOne moment, guv'nor,’ I cried, for just then the music of my old check- 
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winch, clicking away merrily, fell on my ear—and, oh! how I wished it might be 
a 10lb. barbel or a 6lb. chub just to convince the guv’nor the river contained 
some whoppers still; but, alas! itfwas only an eel, which I had out on the 
bank in a twinkling, and, turning to look for the guv’nor, he was nowhere to be 
seen.” 

“ Rather an open spot for so sudden a disappearance,” said Dick, and turning 
to me, put the following question : “Do you believe in ghosts ?” 

“Not I, Dick,” I replied, ‘ especially anglers’ ghosts.” 

“And why not in anglers’ ghosts ?” said Dick, 

“Why, depend on it, Dick, no angler having once gone over to the great 
majority would be allowed to revisit his favourite hunting-grounds, for fear of 
his renewing the bad habit of transgressing the rule which governs the adding 
of numbers.” 

_ “Whew!” said Dick. ‘“ There is considerable force in that way of putting 
it ; but, at the same time, there was something uncanny about that sudden 
disappearance,” 

“Tut, tut, Dick. The fact is, you had gone into the land of Nod, and was 
dreaming, until the music of your old winch awoke you, anda pity it did so 
before the picture of the Lea in olden times was completed.” 

Dick shook his head in the negative. ; 

“ A dream, Dick, a dream,” I again said ; and, bidding him “ good morning,” 
went on my way, and as I went along pondering on Dick's yarn, I came to the 
conclusion that there was considerably more than a grain of truth wrapped up 
in it. Hacxtes RED. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





F, G, Lee,—Thank you ; but we have published the story in former years. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.”—T, E, Prirt, 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


PHOTOGRAPHY AND COMPARISON OF SPECIES. 

S1r,—Mr. Pennell’s letter of Nov. 15 certainly requires an answer, which I propose 
to be final and as brief as possible. 

In the first place, my letter of Oct. 9 was not addressed to him or at him (his 
name was only mentioned as having given data of value in the exact measurements), 
but to your readers generally, to point out that photographs are frequently un- 
reliable as ‘“ evidence” in many ways, not only in respect of those two trout, but in 
any case of a parallel nature, and I should think that the letter of “ Aplanatic ” 
(vide Oct. 23), and the remarks of the editor of the dmateur Photographer (copied 
into my last) ought to be enough to satisfy Mr. Pennell that he is ‘*‘all abroad” 
this time, and is only wasting his time, talents, and temper in trying to prove that 
his illustration is of any value whatever. But, though he takes up the cudgels, and 
is evidently “spoiling for a fight,” I do not intend to gratify him by departing from 
my zom de plume, as 1 think there is no occasion to let it degenerate into a personal 
dispute, and that this letter may end the discussion, 

We have hard and fast facts and rules to deal with in this case; there is no 
getting away from them, and no wriggling out of the final result by any special 
pleading. They are (a) that the two trout were placed in about the worst possible 
position to be copied by lens and camera so as to give truth of representation and 
value as to comparison ; ()) that the result is inevitable optical distortion, which 
any photographer who has at all studied the question must admit, and I can only 
attribute Mr, Pennell’s continued defence of his illustration to the supposition that 
he is not an amateur photographer, and has not thus had an occasion of becoming 
acquainted with the optical defects of lenses when used in certain ways in that now 
popular branch of scientific amusement which I have enjoyed the pursuit of for 
over thirty years. 

It was an oversight on my part not to have replied to his remark of Oct. 16— 
viz., that as “both trout are represented equally foreshortened, the relative propor- 
tion or disproportion between the two heads is not affected.” The matter had slipped 
my memory, and I had considered it done with until reminded by seeing the remarks 
of the editor in my Amateur Photographer journal of Noy. 5, when I thought the 
additional evidence would certainly not be offensive to Mr. Pennell, might tend to 
strengthen my own assertion upon the case, and satisfy him that he was under an 
erroneous opinion. What is the result? He sneers generally at the simplest ex- 
pressions necessary to convey the optical facts, and attempts to fasten on me the 
onus of having “suggested that they (his illustrations) were intentionally made to 
lie.” 

If he will read the letter (Nov. 13) again he will see that such expression was 
not mine, but used by the editor of the Amateur Photographer in a general sense on 
photographic evidence and particularly in legal cases, and I have no doubt he is quite 
correct. The idea did not occur to me that Mr. Pennell desired to make his photo- 
graph lie, because I held the general impression that he knew nothing at all about 
it until my first letter called his attention to it. 

In reply now to his remark (Oct. 16), he is right to a certain extent in 
supposing that as the directions of the two heads in perspective are similar (but 
not as he says, “close together, almost touching ’’—I could lay another trout of 
nearly the same size in between them), there will not ke any great disparity of pro- 
portion,and that they fairly well convey the general impression he desired ; but 
the rule which applies to the fish as a whole applies to”their various parts, and if it 
were worth while to go into the matter fractionally, it would be found: that the 
heads are subject to the same proportional distortion as the whole picture, and that 
the larger head of the two is represented still larger than it should be, and the lips 
and gape of the jaws are not even in true proportion to the gill covers, that the heads 
of both fish are much larger in proportion than in nature, and the larger head is 
more magnified in distortion than the smaller one because tt is longer per se, 

If you photograph a four-foot rule lying flat on the ground, in similar perspective 
to the two trout, it will have the same distortion as the fish show, and each inch of 
such rule, as it comes nearer to the lens, becomes similarly more distorted in pro- 
porticn to the whole length of the rule. Apply this to the pair of fish, and you 
have the result in a measurable degree of comparison. 

Mr, Pennell states that he asked Mr, Leigh to photograph the trout “ because of 
the palpable disproportion between their heads,” and then he deliberately places 
the specimens in the position best calculated to exaggerate such disproportion. Is 
Mr. Pennell solely responsible for this error of judgment? Or did Mr, Leigh 
remonstrate with him, as I would have done, that he was defeating his own object 
by such selection of position instead of taking them broadside on to the camera, 
when, even if taken not in perfect parallelism to the focussing screen, the distortion 
would have been reduced to its minimum, 

If Mr, Pennell elects “to fence with an abstraction,” and finds that he cannot 
poke a hole in it, I regret his disappointment ; but I imagine he will not remain in 
an abstracted state of mind on the next occasion when it may be desirable to photo- 
graph fish, or any other specimen, for comparison of species. I had no intention of 

rovoking his ire when I wrote first on the subject, and I think the tone of his last 
etter somewhat discourteous and uncalled for. Had I addressed him personally, 
then I should not have signed myself—Yours, &c,, Lux, 


€ 
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WATERPROOF COATS. 

Srr,—Seeing that you take an interest in the lead and alum waterproofing process, 
and as “ Watchet’s ” details are scanty, I inclose a recipe which has appeared more 
than once in the Field's ‘“ Answers to Correspondents,” 

For waterproofing cloth, take half a pound of sugar of lead and half a pound of 
alum, and dissolve in a bucket of soft water. Stir thoroughly half-a-dozen times at 
intervals, during which it may be allowed to settle. When quite clear pour it off 
(without disturbing the sediment), and soak the coat or other article in the liquid 
for twenty-four hours ; then hang it up, and let it drip dry. 

Amongst numberless baits for fish I never read of anyone trying roce—not salon 
roe, which is quite rightly forbidden, but that of fresh herring, mackerel, or cod. 
@ld angling books tell how to preserve it, and it might be worth a trial—which I 
should make myself, only I cannot. 

When salmon roe could be legally used, I believe it was as attractive a bait for 
most coarse fish as for trout. I presume there is nothing unsportsmanlike in using 
roe when you do not destroy living ova to obtain your bait.—I am, &c., 

Woabasat 





Sr1r,—The suggestions of your correspondent, Mr. Sang, are exceedingly practical, 
but I think they might be supplemented, and the fishing coat improved by the fol- 
lowing :—Have the large pockets made in duplicate of thin macintosh to fit inside 
the pocket, fastened with three or four buttons. 

I find that this is a most useful improvement, as, when wading, a basket with 
101b. or 12lb. weight in it becomes a serious burden to anyone of moderate strength 
who has been flogging away for five or six hours. I usually take an attendant and 
give him my basket, using the pocket for such trout as fall to my lot while wading 
or otherwise out of the attendant’s reach. The pocket can be unbuttoned and easily 
washed at the end of the day, 

T also cordially endorse Mr. Sang’s advice as to flannel linings; in fact, in my 
fishing suit I follow out Dr. Jaeger’s sanitary woollen system, and have nothing but 
woollen clothing, and no linings or other portions of my garments are either cotton 
or linen. The result is,a uniform temperature, one neither getting oppressively 
hot nor miserably cold; and having, in addition, the cloth waterproofed to begin 
with, I can be out for a day without ill effects. 

I, for my own part, prefer the Sac jacket to the riding-coat, finding it easier to 
stow away in my wading-trousers.—I am, Xc., Ty Bid. 





Si1r,—Your correspondent, Alfred Mackrill, seems to have fallen into a very 
common error with regard to his waterproofs. The moisture inside the garment is 
generated from within by perspiration, and not from without by rain, A waterproof 
coat fitting closely to the body does not allow of the proper elimination of the sweat, 
and consequently the whole of the lining becomes thoroughly wet. G. Hone’s big 
tarpaulin, which fitted him loosely, was perfection, inasmuch as it permitted a cur- 
rent of air to pass readily within it, and thus the wearer got rid of his perspiration, 
and was kept perfectly dry. 

A closely-fitting waterproof coat is a very unhealthy garment, because it does not 
allow of the proper escape of the sweat. Some men perspire much more freely than 
others ; such persons ought to wear woullen clothing—not too much of it—and large, 
loose waterproofs that will not obstruct the passage of the air.—l am, &c., : 


S1r,—In your issue of Noy. 20th I notice a correspondent wants to know where a 
really good waterproof coat can be obtained. Lvery spring I go down to Wales for 
fishing, and have hitherto been made miserable by the utter failure of my water- 
proof (so-called) to keep out the drenching rain. 

This year I provided myself with Anderson’s “ Buckland.” I was out for days 
together in the rains that resulted in the terrible floods in the Usk and neighbouring 
streams; but with my “Buckland” and waders I felt perfectly safe, and never 
shipped a drop of water or felt damp in the slightest degree. 

Tam now going in for a “ Buckland,” made rather longer, for home use.—I am, 
&e., Ceciu H, FARDELL (Chaplain). 








TENCH-FISHING IN WINTER, AND THEIR TENACITY OF LIFE. 

Srr,—Now, Walton says the three hot months, and I think all writers agree that 
is the best time to fish for them ; but I have recently heard of three good takes of 
tench in the cold months, two of which occurred in the last month of November. 
To verify this, I may say a friend brought me, on Tuesday morning, in a basket, 
packed in dry, coarse hay, a brace of good tench, weighing, I should think, from 
221b. to 3lb. each, which were caught on Monday last. I, of course, concluded they 
were dead ; but, to my surprise, on lifting out No, 1, I found it alive. I imme- 
diately gota pail of water which was at hand and carefully put it in. It immediatly 
opened its mouth, raised its gill-covers, and extended its finds, as also did No, 2. I 
then got a tub, so that they could have more room, &c., and about mid-day sent 
them up to Mr. Green, Bedford Conservatory, Covent-garden, who has good accom- 
modation for them. 

I may add my friend put them in water on Monday night. I saw them this 
morning, and they appear perfectly well in their new home ; and anyone interested 
can see them by paying a visit to Green, who has a good collection of fish, &c., for 
the Aquarium.—lI am, &c., 


December Ist, TxHos. POOLE, 





ONE SPECIES OF TROUT. 

Srr,—In your issue of the 13th ult, I submitted the problem that among the 
trout family there is only one species or variety—that all the variations which occur 
among the tribe arises from conditions favourable or unfayourable—that there is 
nothing of a specific character in the structure, shape, colour, and habits of the 
fario, trutta, and criox sufficient to establish a distinction - that the natural colour 
of the fariv, under the most favourable conditions, is neither a brown, yellow, 
orange, or golden, for these colours acquired in fresh water are so subject to change 
by the least variation in circumstances that, for distinctive purposes, no reliance can 
be attached to them. These colours not being the natural colours, what is the 
natural colour under the most favourable conditions? I have no hesitation in 
stating that that colour is a silvery colour. 

Trout of a small size frequently acquire this colour in freshwater streams ; but it 
all depends upon the abundance and quality of the food, which, to have effect, re- 
quires to be of a highly nutritious nature, calculated to supply the constituents 
necessary for the rapid formation of scales, There are no smolts of either trout or 
salmon unless this food abounds at the proper season. Where there is lack of such 
food in rivers salmon and trout enter brackish and salt water in their ordinary dress 
—the former as parrs, and the latter as ordinary river-trout, the majority of both 
having red spots. A true smolt-salmon or trout have no spots on their sides, as the 
new silvery scales cover the whole skin; but if the scales are rubbed off witha 
knife, a salmon parr having red and other spots is the result in the one case, and a 
common spotted yellow trout in the other, 

I had a pair of such smolts prepared to send to the Editor early in last June, but 
something intervened to prevent it ; besides, it occurred to me that decomposition 
would set in before arrival at destination and render the specimens useless, Loch- 
trout frequently assume the silvery colour at various stages of development, which 
clearly indicates uot a distinction of species from the river-trout, but arises from an 
abundant supply of nutritious food. ‘he trout in Loch Leven and that of many 
other lochs are thus favoured, 

I repeat the natural colour of the common trout, everything being favourable, 
is a silvery colour, and this colour is fast only so long as the trout remains in salt 
There is no more difference between a common yellow trout and a trout 
smolt than there is between a salmon parr and a salmon smolt; and I venture to 
assert that the same arguments will be adduced by authorities to prove the two 
former being distinct varieties that were used fifty years ago to prove that the 
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parr and salmon smolt were distinct species. The parr, in those days, was held 
by our most distinguished authorities, including Yarrell, to be merely a variety 
of the common burn-trout.—I am, &ce., 

Elgin, Wee. | 





RE WATER-RATS EATING FISH. 


| 

S1r,—Some six years ago I was trouting on that delightful little river, the 
Darenth, and the friend I had with me hung his creel, grub bag, tea bottle, &e., on 
the end of the fence close to the Saw Mills Bridge, on the Lullingstone Water, 
which, of course, you know. To hang his traps there was always his custom. He 
never expects to catch any fish, though he flogs hard allday. Now, on this particular 
occasion, by the time he had reached the Viaduct, he had taken two fish, one well 
over 3lb., and the other close on 1lb., and mightily pleased he was. Having no 
creel, and being rather fussy over the pockets of a new suit, he put them in a hand; 
kerchief and threw them across the stream to me, and I hid them in the hedge for 
him—he intending to get them on his way back, fishing on my side of the stream, 
We met again at the Saw Mills Bridge, about two hours after, and he had got a face 
on him. “What’s the matter, old man?” “Why, look here—ain’t it a d——d 
shame? Cuss the things ; they might have gnawed the smallest!” I looked in the 
handkerchief, and saw that the head and shoulders of the best trout were eaten, and 
evidently by rats. 

Now I contend that it was by water-rats, for there is not a house within 300 yards 
one way and 500 yards the other, unless they should cross the stream, and then the 
nearest cottage is 150 or 200 yards away. If it was not,water-rats that played my 
friend such a shabby trick, what was it? LIinclose his name and address (not for 
publication, as he is rather sore on the point even now), so that you can write to 
him for his verification.—I am, &ce., T. R, PRIGE. 

[A correspondent, who has lived many years on the Thames, and who is an un- 
doubted authority on these matters, says that the water-rat, or’ Vole, does not eat 
fish spawn or anything but vegetable food. He also doubts whether swans eat 
perch spawn,—Ep. | j 





EXTENSION OF TIME FOR NETTING SALMON, 


S1r,—Allow me a few words on the report in your last issue of the Taw and Tor- 
ridge net-fishers’ application for an extension of time at the end of the season— 
October. This they are not likely to get, I am glad to know, as Mr. A. Berrington, 
Chief Inspector of Fisheries, after a searching inquiry and practical tests of, the 
condition of salmon in the above district in October, emphatically opposes any ex- 
tension. 

As regards the salmon rivers known to me, I feel strongly that a contraction, 
rather than an extension, of time in the autumn would be wiser and better, both for 
rods and nets. Some eatable and presentable fish may be taken up to the closé cf 
rod-fishing, but the great majority captured near the closing time are more or less 
disgusting to the angler, who is often ashamed to show them, much less to présent 
them for table, to his friends. 

This November I saw some shocking specimens of a dirty black and browny red, 
with nota touch of silver to mitigate their miserable, unwholesome aspect. Asking 
an angler, who told me he had got a fish, what sort it was, he replied : “Oh, a regular 
red devil!” adding, “it’s quite time for the season to end; I am getting sick of 
seeing these things ! ” 

Better far to close a week or two too soon than too late, when fish just at spawn- 
ing are destroyed in great numbers, tending to impoverish the river, and no one has 


any satisfaction, On their béing landed, they evoke a feeling of remorse or regret, 
and, when taken out of the bag at home, a sense of guilty shame, 


I trust all boards of conservators will incline rather to abbreviation than prolonga- 
tion of the time for killing salmon, either with nets or rods. The season for trout- 
fishing might, in many districts, be beneficially shortened. At Loch Leven the 
season closes on the last of August, whilst in most places it is prolonged into 
October—an immense difference in these dates, which might, with advantage, be 
brought nearer, not by levelling up, but down ; for at Loch Leven, where are the 
finest trouts in the world, there are, even by the end of August, signs of slight 
deterioration in the condition of the fish, and the proprietors show their good sense 
in closing the loch in time. 


{ 

If anglers would give due regard to the consideration that a gradual, deterioration 
of the fish goes on as the year advances, they would help to bring about a close 
time before the fish ceased either to be edible, or to yield any satisfaction to those 
whose persuasive skill allured these hungry, ill-conditioned specimens out of the 
water.—I am, &c., He 





THE LATE REV. WILLIAM BILTON, M.A, 


Str,—In the long list of forgotten anglers there is not one greater name than 
that at the head of this note, and yet it is not correctly given, even in * Bibliotheca 
Piscatoria.” 

Mr. Bilton’s books on angling are “The Angler in Ireland, or an Englishman's 
Ramble through Connaught and Munster During the Summer of 1833,” 2 Vols. 
(London : Bentley, 1834), 8vo.; and “Two Summers in Norway,” by the Author of 
*“'The Angler in Ireland,” 2 Vols. (London : Saunders and Otley, 1840), 8vo., 

It is a pity these excellent books were published anonymously, for they are not 
only of the very first rank in point of ability, but they are both the very first 
angling books, in point of time, feferring to the two countries they treat of. 

Mr. Bilton died only a ‘few years ago, and in the “Clergy List’ his name and 
address, I think, were given thus:—The Revd. William Bilton, M.A.,, 35, Sackville- 
street, London. i 

Can any reader of the GAznrTE give any particulars of the life of this angling 
pioneer? I should much esteem any communication relating to him, and if a portrait 
could by any means be forwarded, I would promptly return it. Address, care of 
GAZETTE Editor,—I am, &«,, Jae 








NEW PISCATORIAL PATENTS. ' 


Tue followmg is a weekly list of New Sporting Patents specially compile 
for the FisHing Gazerre by Messrs. Hughes, Eli, and Hughes, patent agents 
and engineers, 76, Chancery-lane, London, W.C., of whom copies and informa- 
tion may-be obtained :— : 


15,236.—E. F. Marrianp, of London, for an invention of “ Improvements in 


Floats for Fishing.” 


15,428.—D. M. GAMMIE, of Glasgow, for ‘A New or Improved System or 
Mode and Means of Deep Sea Net-fishing or Trawling, and appliances 
relating thereto.” 


‘ 














AN 


DERSON’S WADING 









OTS 





ANDERSON’S 


INDIARUBBER FISHING BOOTS. — 


. 


elastic cuffs and storm-proof fly, 





THE IMPROVED ! 


BUCKLAND FISHING & SHOOTING JACKET, 


The Buckland is thoroughly ventilated, can be 
shortened to wade with fishing trousers, has false 
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WITH feelings not unakin, I should say, to those of a man who has 
married a widow, and is accompanying her on her way to snivel 
over the grave of the late lamented No. 1, do I sit down, Mr. Editor, 
in response to your invitation to be funny ! 

Funny, indeed, with a forty horse-power crick in your neck, and on your 
chest a churchyard cough—and you will admit that a cough often leads to a 
coughing —and, to crown all, a consuming thirst. To put it plainly, [’m 
that dry I’m sure if anybody kicked me violently dust would fly out of my 
mouth. And I daren’t drink whisky, and I can’t drink watér, unadulterated. 
It is nasty stuff. If it rots your boots, what must it do to your stomach? 
Funny, indeed! No, Sir; I will be funny some other time. To-day “ my 
soul’s in arms and eager for the fray.” There is blood in my every attitude, and 
clotted gore on the tip of every finger. Naylor, I come. 

But, first, just as a little preliminary skirmish, I was attracted by a quotation 
in last week’s FisHinc Gazerrn, under the heading “ Fireside Meditations,” by 
A.R.H. The quotation is from the Scottish Angler, and refers to the vendise or 
vendace, and the gwyniad, in Ullswater. I think the writer in the Scottish 
Angler is wrong. The fish in Ullswater is not the vendise, but the gwyniad 
(Corregonus Pennanti). I have seen scores of them in the lake, and taken them 
from it ; but never by angling. They are found—in decreasing numbers—dead 
or dying on the surface of the water, having, it is usually supposed, fallen 
victims to the deleterious influence of the hush from the lead mines, which 
finds its way into the lake at Patterdale. They frequent the deeper parts of the 
lake ; butare now and then taken in the nets, and frequently in Marshall’s Bay. 
So far as I know, none have ever been taken with a hook, if I except one 
stated to have been taken by Joseph Thompson, boat-owner, of Pooley Bridge— 
but Joseph has done some funny things in his time, and this may be one of them. 
The name schelley, or skelley, is, [am told on the spot, nothing more than a cor- 
ruption of scaley—just as all coarse fish are often spoken of in the North as 
“scale” fish. I fancy the big bream alluded toin your correspondent’s notes are 
entirely imaginary. I have known all the English lakes ever since I was about 
—so high, and never heard of a bream in any one of them. 

And so “ bloa,” which you admit is the same thing as blea, means J/ue, does 
it, Mr. Naylor? Blea-tarn and Blea-moor, for instance, will be blue then, will 
ae ? I think not. Ble, cold, they both are ; blue, never—unless I am colour- 

lind. 

My friend’s paper is clever ; but I think he has attempted to prove too much, 
and in doing so has spoiled his own argument, and adduced evidence in favour 
of mine. Fill your pipe again, Mr. Naylor, and help yourself to the firewater, 
while I envy you as you do so, and let us look at the matter, rather briefly. My 
contention was, and is, that “bloa” means a colourless feather—using the word 
“colourless” to signify a pale shade of no positive colour, or a transparency. Of 
course, I am aware—as you are—that there is scarcely a feather from which the 
angler dresses any of his flies that does not possess colour which can be extracted 
by chemical means, but I must speak of it as it strikes the human eye. 

If you took, say, an angler’s feather from a snipe, and asked the first six non- 
anglers you met what colour it was, the first man would turn it over two or 
three times, and then say he should call it a “pearly-grey or blue”; No. 2 
would think it was a “smoky-grey” ; No. 3 would “be blest if he knew” ; No. 
4 should be inclined to call it a “smoke colour”; No, 5 says “pale grey” ; 
No. 6 thinks there is no doubt about it being a “bluish grey,” and so on ; but 
not one of them would think of calling it blue. As regards “ He wor fair‘ bloa’ 
wi’ cold,” Mr. Naylor will not contend that the expression “blue with cold,” 
common in the South as well as the North, is much more than a figure of 
speech. My friend caunot—I certainly could not—submit that he had ever 
seen 2 man or woman whose face was really blue with cold, though both of us 
might have described it so figuratively. Both of us, however, have seen many 
persons “ welly (7.¢., well-nigh) perisht wi’ cold,” as we say in the vernacular, 
whose faces have worn the very bloa or blea shade for which I contend, in this 
case with the faintest tinge of iron-blue on a pale and perfectly colourless 
ground. I submit that the illustration is unfortunate for Mr. Naylor’s conten- 
tion in favour of blue, as it supplies a point on the side of my argument. 

Let us take the dressings of the flies known as bloas in Yorkshire. These 
are, mainly, the Waterhen bloa, Fieldfare bloa, Dark bloa—I will throw in what 
Mr. Naylor calls the “Tron-bloa Dun,” and make no remark here anent this 
attempt to beg the question, further than to say it is either called the Watchet 
or “t'little blew”; the Olive bloa, the Yellow Legg’d bloa, the Snipe bloa, 
Poult bloa, Stone bloa, Small blue bloa, Starling bloa (all white), and Cubdown 
bloa. These are enough just now ; but I will quote a few more by-and-by. 





Now, my good friend and brother angler, you will not contend that any one 
of these bloa flies Gf we except the Watchet, which is not distinctively called a 
bloa) is dressed with any feather which is blue, or which could, with any amount 
of latitude, be described as blue—oh ! I beg your pardon, there is one, the small 
blue bloa! Here is the only fly of the collection which is dresse1 with a blue 
feather, and it is at once described as blue. Why is this thus? If bloa means 
blue, why should a blue-blue be handed down as it has been through generations 
of fly-dressers and fishers ? Come, now. A “pale blue,” or a “ transparent 
blue ”—in fact, a “blec blue,’ wou'd be understandable ; but a blue-blue is 
awkward, isn’t it ? 

All North-country anglers will feel indebted to Mr. Naylor, as I do personally, 
for his research on what is really a puzzling as it is also an interesting question. 
More light has, I venture to think, been thrown upon it than at any previous 
time ; and if- we can settle it to our mutual satisfaction and that of our brother 
anglers in the North, they will no doubt deal liberally with us. But I cannot 
accept Mr. Naylor’s argument as it stands, though I do not deny that every 
word he writes is accurate, so far as it goes ; but he appears to have forgotten 
that we are dealing with the meaning of the word as itis applied by North- 
country anglers to their flies, and he has obviously overlooked: some very im- 
portant facts, which I shall shortly adduce, and which must, I think, upset his 
apple-cart. My friend has not mentioned the fact, though he is no doubt aware 
of it, that in the course of many generations the original meaning of a word is 
often perverted so much that it is eventually lost, or altered so much that its 
modern rendering bears no resemblance to its primitive signification. 


In the case of this word blea or bloa, I am still distinctly of opinion that it 
is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word blwc, meaning colourless, pale, cold 
(probably used in regard to tone in colour as well as temperature), transparent. 
And I am positively certain—and so will Mr. Naylor be before he has finished 
that glass of “ Scotch”—that if ever it did mean blue, it has not meant blue aa 
applied to the angler’s flies for many a generation past. 


Now, Michael Theakston and John Jackson were both men for whom, I 
know, Mr. Naylor has great respect. They were local men ; they understood 
the dialect of the dales, and they picked up the words they used from men who 
had in their turn picked them up from still more ancient watermen. Mr. Naylor 
says bloa means blue. Now, I take my coat off and to 't in my shirt-sleeves. 
On page 6 of “British Angling Flies,” in Mr. Walbran’s edition, I find 
Michael has a “ blue ”-bottle fly, and an iron “ blue” dun ; he has also a “ bloa” 
brown. Now, has anyone ever seen a blue-brown, or any shade of colour 
which would bear that description? I trow not. Like beer and claret, 
the two won't mix. And why should Theakston use blue and 
bloa on the same page if they both signify the same thing? Let us 
turn to page 36 of the work, and see what a bloa brown is, and how much 
blue there is about it, either in nature or artificially. It is the fly now 
commonly called a snipe bloa, and this is how it is described: “ Wings, when 
folded, of a light grizzly blue tinge, and when looked through, glassy and colour- 
less; head, shoulders, and body, a brown orange tinge ; legs, a 
brown amber, dim transparency.” Dressing: ‘Snipe bloa feather 
from under the wing, &c.” Mr. Naylor may say, ‘‘ Well, that proves my case. 
Theakston says the wing of the natural fly is light grizzly blue.” Oh! indeed ; 
but what colour do you call the feather from which he imitates it? Is it blue, or 
isit not? Do you call it pale grey, or pale slate, or smoky-grey, or what? Is 
it rot indefinable and to that extent rightly called colourless ? Yet, again, lest 
I should not have shown fully that Theakston made a distinction between blue 
and bloa, I will take an instance in which he uses a blue feather. Turn to 
page 72, fly No. 87: The wings of this fly, he says, are “ altogether of a ligh; 
dull pale blue colour” ; but he does not now use a “ bloa” feather, nor call hy, 
fly by that name ; it is writ large, “ pale blue drake,” and is dressed “ with a ligy; 
biue dun feather from a tern.” Up with Theakston and down with Jackson, 


Shade of the departed John, what do you say ? Olive bloa (page 13)—that is, 
according to Mr. Naylor, “olive blue.” How much blue has this fly about it ? 
Wings, feather of starling’s quill, dyed in onion peel ; body, light olive silk ; 
legs, olive-stained hackle. No blue. Page 14, “blue” midge, not ‘ bloa” midge. 
Page 16, Yellow Legg’d bloa: Wings, feather from inside of dottere] or teal 
duck, or lightest part of starling’s quill ; body, straw-coloured silk, waxed ; legs, 
greenish-yellow hackle. No blue about this bloa, Pass on to the next caravan. 
Ah ! here we are, on page 17, fly No. 14: Wings, feather from a blue pigeon’s or 
waterhen’s neck, &c. But here John plainly calls it a “ Pigeon-blue bloa he 
There are plenty of other instances, notably on page 25 ; but these are sufficient 
to prove absolutely that neither Theakston nor Jackson accepted the word bloa 
as meaning blue. 


I venture even to think that Mr. Naylor has unconsciously supplied us with 
a proof of the fallacy of his own argument. If “blae ” means blue, why should 
Burns say his bonnet was “ blue” and his hose were “ blae” ? Clearly because 
in his mind the words indicated different shades of colour. There are many 
depths of blue ; and the hose worn by the Northern peasantry, blue when they 
are first used, become of an indescribable pale bluish-grey hue after many wash- 
ings, and this colour is accurately described by Burns as blae, which is a bloa, 
and a blow to Mr. Naylor's contention. Further on in his article, I think he 
altogether dishes his own case. “ He says: ‘“‘ With respect to bleak, ‘ we’ (who ?) 
don’t think it is ever used in connection with colour.” I quoted my authority 
for my statement, and if Mr. N. is dissatisfied with it he should write and bully 
the publishers ; but, in my humble opinion, the dictionary alluded to is a very 
excellent work. Proceeding, he unconsciously supplies what I cannot help 
thinking is a very strong argument in my favour, and that is in his reference to 
the “bleak wind” of Milton. “Bleach,” he says, ‘is derived from the same 
root, blac, to whiten” ; and early on in his article he says, “if we want a colour- 
less fly we must take a white one.” My original statement was that the North- 
country word bloa or blea, as used by the angler, is derived from blec, and 
means something of a very pale, indefinable shade of colour, and that in that sense 
it signifies colourless; and I further pointed out that one of the meanings 
of the word colourless is transparent. Now, if you take the word bloa in 
any of the cases which I have quoted from the great authorities on 
fly-dressing in the North, and apply its meaning as “ transparent,” its 
use in that sense is at once intelligible. A ‘small blue bloa” or “ pigeon-blue 
bloa” is not sense, according to Mr. Naylor's definition of its meaming ; but a 
“pigeon-blue transparency ” is an accurate description of the larger part of the 
natural insect intended to be imitated. 


In any case, it must, I think, be obvious to my friend and co-seeker after know- 
ledge that he is quite wrong in assuming (whatever its original meaning may have 
been) that bloa has ever been used to convey an idea of blue in the minds of the 
North-country fly-dressers during the past hundred and odd years, and that in the 
great majority of cases in which it is applied—the olive bloa, for instance—it 
clearly never could-have meant blue to any man not absolutely colour-blind, aad 
how Mr. Naylor let these palpable facts escape his notice puzzles m2 as much as 
the milk in the cocoanut puzzled my distinguished ancestor. 
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A MONTH’S FISHING IN THE WEST RIDING. 
By ORANGE PARTRIDGE. 


JULY was drawing towards a close. To me, waiting for my vacation 
and the fishing I had been anticipating for weeks (if not for months 
indeed), it hastened slowly. Tired of the enervating air of London, 
I longed for the keen, bracing wind of the West Riding moors as a 
thirsty man longs fora drink. Many atime did I imagine myself in 
some lonely “ ghyll,” the moors and hills stretching away, grim and 
rugged, to right and left, the silence broken only by the curlew’s 
scream, or the bleating of a mountain sheep, or the “plop” of a 
trout which my imagination occasionally landed. 

I had diligently studied Mr. Pritt’s book, and had dressed to myself some flies ; 
all my tackle had been carefully overhauled, new minnow flights prepared, 
worm tackle of the finest drawn gut; the rod,a spliced greenheart ten and a half 
feet in length, carefully put into its case, and a score of other things necessary 
to the angler carefully packed up, and I was ready. 

The morning for my departure was one of those exceedingly bright beginnings 
which usually end in rain; and sure enough, before the journey was half-way 
over the rain came down, and when we landed in Yorkshire it was pouring in a 
manner that raised my hopes for the morrow’s sport to the highest point. 

Although I had travelled 250 miles since 10 o’clock that morning, my keenness 
for the riverside overcame weariness, and soon after dinner I made my way 
through a pouring rain to see what the water was like and try my rod. 

It rained all night, and to the music of the rain battering against the windows 
I fell asleep, to dream of turbulent streams and speckled trout. 

The river I had come to fish was only some twelve or fifteen miles from its source, 
from which it has a rapid fall, causing it, in the language of the natives, to be 
“soon out and soon in,” and its normal level was so low that it is usually little 
use fishing unless there has been rain to add to its volume, or impart a little 
colour to it. 

I was down at the river after an early breakfast, and my anticipations of a 
moderate flood were realised. There was quite an extra foot of water, and it 
was tearing along over its rocky bed at a fine pace. It looked a tempting water 
for worm ; here and there were quiet little eddies that looked just the place for 
a trout on the look-out for food, so, without loss of time, I put on three yards 
of fine gut, with two small hooks baited with a fine brandling, and carefully 
dropped it into every little eddy within reach. I waited patiently for the pluck, 
pluck of a hungry fish ; but, alas! it came not. Every now and again I fouled a 
stone or a piece of submerged grass, but easily got loose without loss of tackle ; and 
after fishing nearly an hour I felt my first bite, and lifted out trout number 
one ; but he would not weigh 1b. Hope was, of course, rekindled, and I went 
on for another hour, but with no more luck. Alas! how fickle Fortune is to the 
angler ! The water, although neither thick nor muddy, looked in grand condition ; 
the river could only have been “ out” a few hours, and yet no fish! I determined 
to give them a rest, so after spending some time in catching half a dozen minnows 
(how difficult it is to get them when they are wanted !), I returned to refresh 
the inner man, and, this duty accomplished, I went forth once more to the 
fray. No more worms now. A minnow about 2in. long is despatched and 
mounted, and with a little more length of line than my rod I commence ina 
turbulent stream. I don’t expect a fish here, but it gets me into the swing. A 
few yards lower, and a likely place is gained—the stream rushed across vo the 
wall on the other side, but here it leaves a large semi-circular eddy. A 
careful cast into the edge of the stream, a sharp spin round towards the 
bank, but not too fast—pluck! I don’t strike, though perhaps I ought ; but 
at once put a strain on and hold him tight. Kick, kick, pull, pull ; but im less 
time than it takes to write he is in the net—a fine, well-fed fish that weighed 
3lb. at the end of the day. ‘A good beginning,” I said, and lighting a fresh 
cigar on the strength of it, 1 rigged up another minnow and went on again. 
Half an hour elapsed, then a 4lb. fish came to bank ; then, on into the afternoon, 
two more—one being 4]b. fish. They had come very slowly, and my high hopes 
had sunk to zero. I had now fished a mile and a half, and for a long time I had 
only stirred one fish, which I missed ; but down this bank-side is a favourite 
spot, though the stream runs very strong. Bring the minnow close up to the 
side, near to the grass slowly, the current is so strong. Ah! there is a tug, and 
I feel Iam fast ina fish. How he fights! There is no shelving-place to land him, 
and the stream isso strong that I cannot hold the netagainst it ; if I try to let him 
drop into it, directly he feels the strain is off up thestream he goes. ‘There is no 
help for it but to lift him up the 3ft. bank, and up he comes ; only $1b., but a 
remarkably well-fed, vigorous fellow he is. No more fish fell to my lot, and I 
turned my weary feet homeward, disappointed at my fortune. Ihad only stirred 
six fish in five hours’ fishing, getting five of them, which weighed 2lb. The next 
day broke fine and warm, and the water was just such an one as togratify the 
fly-fisher’s fancy, and with the fly I went to work and got one fish ; field 
after field I fished patiently and got nothing save a chance smolt, that had to 
go back. The fish refused to rise either at the natural fly or the artificial, and 
tired of getting no response to my invitation, I took off the fly and tried the 
minnow, and got two fish with it. I was returning in the gloaming and met an 
uncanny Scotsman, who was flogging away. Yes, he had risen several fish and 
had got one, a smolt. Oh, there was a rise, and with a shake strong enough to 
haul out an elephant he threw behind him a 2oz. trout. I merely suggested 
that one did not generally put quite so much force into it, and left him to un- 
ravel the most intricate design in a tangled cast that I have seen. 

On the Monday following I determined to have a day on that portion of the 
Ribble preserved by the Manchester Angling Association, and landed up at 
Huton by the first train. As I got out I saw the burly figure of the watcher get 
in to go on to the next station, where the river rises. ‘The water was small, butit 
looked very tempting ; just a little colour from the turf was in it. The day was 
cloudy, the wind west, and, in fact, asa local piscator said to me, if he had “had to 
make a fly-water he could not have made a better.” Cast after cast was made, 
from behind trees, now under yonder bank, again along one over that stream into 
the eddy beneath the old tree there ; but all to no purpose. Hour after hour 
passes, and nothing has come to the basket. Still, if the trout move not, and 
so grieve the angler’s soul, what a glorious prespect meets one’s eyes when lifted 
from the water! There, across the river, Pennygentrears its steep and abrupt 
head ; now, dark and bare, its rugged outline stands out grim and cold; anon 
the sun, struggling through the clouds, gilds its cap and lights it up with a 
hundred tints, from brightest green to most sombre brown’and grey. A moor- 
hen scurries across the stream, and in yonder thicket by the waterside the 
glittering sheen of a kingfisher flashes out. There, on that flat stretch of water, 
a few good fish are rising, but one cannot get near them. The day winds up 
with a record of one fish ; but if the creel is light, the feet are heavy and the 
appetite is keen. 

The next few days were bright and sunny, and the rod rested on its rack until 
there came a shower one night ; and then next day I set off over the hills to 





try the worm in a mountain burn. There is not much water, and it is very 


-bright ; but I see a nice place behind a rock, and quietly drop my worm into 


the littlestream above it. There is a stoppage ; but alas! it is not a trout but 
a snag, and I come out minus a hook, and unfortunately my other hooks are on 
gut that is too short for such a water. However, there is no help for it, 
and I walk down, keeping well from the bank, and then drop into 
another little stream, and presently there is a trout kicking on the bank. After 
walking another half mile I approached the stream again, and began to fish up 
carefully, keeping as low as possible ; throw the worm gently up into the stream 
just where it tumbles over the stone. There is a flash of silver as a trout comes 
from under a stone at the worm; but he misses it. Try again ; it is, however, 
of no use—he won't come a second time. A little higher, and the stream comes 
under the bank ; and a gentle cast, intended to drop quite close to the side, lands 
me in a thistle instead, and with an emphatic observation I am compelled to go 
forward to loose the hook and lose my chance of any fish there ; still IT make 
my way up the glen, casting into a little cascade here and under the bank there, 
and when I pull up J find seven fish, but none of them overa quarter of a pound. 
I do not complain ; the afternoon has been pleasantly spent, and if the sport has 
not been very plentiful or exciting, it is satisfying. 

Several fine days now succeeded, and then the glass began to fall, and my 
anticipations of sport rose. After a rainy night, I sallied forth for a day's 
minnow-fishing on a fine stretch of well-preserved water, As I crossed the 
bridge above the mill the water came tumbling over the weir with a roar that 
was delightful to hear ; but big, black clouds were rapidly coming up from the 
east, and I feared that, in spite of the splendid water, I should have my sport 
marred by thunder. I soon got to work, and was spinning in every likely place, 
whilst a brother angler on the other side of the river was trying the fly in the 
quiet eddies, but without success. A fierce rush and tug that sends a thrill up 
my arm, a momentary sight of a fine yellow belly, and that is all. It was very 
trying to one’s temper, but there was no help for it. The minnow, being tied on 
at the head, was not much the worse, so I went on again. Those dark clouds 
have overspread the sky, and the rain presently comes down in torrents. Ina 
mackintosh, leggings, and a waterproof hat I defy Jupiter Pluvius to do his 
worst, and whilst the angler over the way retires from the contest, I light a 
consoling weed and go further up the river, How the rain does come down! 
Surely it will stir the fish. This big hole has lots of fine fish in it, so on with a 
fresh minnow, and just cast up there into that eddy by the sheep pen. Ab! there 
he comes, and—there he goes! With a blessing to the departed one another cast 
is made, this time across the pool—a good spin across. Pluck, pluck—a tight hold, 
and a rare plump fish of 31b. is beached. The rain now is running from hat, coat, 
and rod ; but never mind, it cannot go on much longer, so, with a fresh minnow, 
some of the rough streams lower down are tried—one or two more runs, but no 
fish is landed. Again I am fast in a fish, and he is coming gradually to the bank 
through some rough water. Another second and I shall have him, when snap 
goes the top, and off goes the fish, with the strain being suddenly relaxed. It 
is a strange thing the rod should break—the fish would be under a pound ; and 
proceeding to examine the breakage, I go on to bless the careless rod-maker, for 
I find that the top has not snapped, but that a splice, which had been so neatly 
varnished that it was not visible, had not been wrapped, and with the damp- 
ness and the strain had given way. I thanked my stars that there was some 
strong linen thread and some cobbler’s wax in my basket, and set to work and 
repaired the damage. This done, I commenced again, and stirred two or three 
fish, but failed to hook them. It was now three o'clock : the thunder rumbled, 
the rain came down in blinding torrents. I was two miles from home, with an 
early engagement for the evening ; so, disheartened and uncomfortable, I set off 
to trudge homewards, and for the next mile I presented a pitiable sight 
plodding through the rain, which was pouring down in sheets, and in the little 
lane leading from the river the water was running likeastream. I got home 
wet, weary, and spiritless. 

(To be continued.) 
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LOCH LEVEN TROUT. 

By EpwarpD HamiuTron, M.D. 
(Continued from page 316.) 
Ir is a well-known fact that sea-trout are able to live and_ thrive 
in fresh-water lakes which have no communication with the sea. In 
Norway the sea-trout have been transported into several fresh-water land- 
locked lakes with the most satisfactory results; and one writer states 
“that just as the river-trout after having been at any length of time in brackish 
water become thoroughly acclimatised, and, in fact, resemble sea-trout in all 
respects, so has it reciprocally been the case with the sea-trout in question in 
fresh water.” (See a paper in the Fisherman's Magazine, by Mr. R. Barnard, 
“ Will Salmon and Sea-Trout attain to Full Growth in Fresh Water ?”) Mr. 
McClaine, of Loch Buy in Mull, has confined sea-trout in landlocked lakes 
for some years. They have done well, and have propagated their species with- 
out difficulty. In Wales the experiment has been tried with the sewin, with 
varied success. 

Dr. MacCulloch, ina paper published in 1824, entitled ‘* Hints on the Possibility 
of Changing the Residence of certain Fishes from Salt Water to Fresh,” states 
that “ the sea-trout is a permanent resident in a lake on the Island of Lismore, 
and that it had been known for a long series of years perfectly reconciled to its 
prison, and propagating without any apparent difficulty.” Pennant visited 
Lismore in 1769: he says two of the lochs have fine trout, but the third only 
contains eels. If Dr. MacCulloch’s statement is a correct one, some traces of 
these fish ought still to exist in one of the lochs on the island ; but from recent 
inquiries the only lake which is landlocked never had any trout in it till they 
were put in by the present proprietor some 18 years ago. 

Two of the lochs—Fiart and Kilcheran—are on the property of the Duke 
of Argyll, each about three-quarters of amile long and one-quarter of a mile wide, 
shallow at edges, deep in the middle, the water very clear. Both these lochs havea 
free communication with the sea by means of burns, which in times of spate send 
a considerable volume of water to the sea, and there is no reason why 
sea-trout should not ascend. But Mr. Sopwith states that he never saw a 
sea-trout in these lochs; yet two examples he sent for examination, both 
small, were, on comparing them with the smolt state of the sea-trout, precisely 
identical. He also said, when asked as to the possibility of the cross between 
the loch-trout and sea-trout, that everyone who fished in Kilcheran remarked 
how like the trout were in their sporting, and show as much gameness, weight for 
weight, as sea-trout. He also says that the fish have greatly deteriorated of late 
years, being much less in size, Which he thinks is the consequence of inter- 
breeding. He was told when he first went to Lismore that the trout were 
originally introduced about sixty years ago by the priests of the Roman Catholic 
College at Kilcheran, and that they were brought from Loch Leven. We have, 
however, Pennant’s authority as to the existence of trout in these lochs in 1769. 
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The third loch is called Balnagowan, and is the property of the Rev. James A. 
Fell, who has most kindly given me the following information. He states that 
this loch has both natural and artificial impediments which prevent a free 
access to the sea, and when he succeeded to the property there was not a single 
trout in the lake (evidently the one mentioned by Pennant as only containing 
eels), and that the people said trout would not live in it. But about eighteen 
years ago he took about four dozen little trout from Kilcheran Lake, and 
put them into Balnagowan—they flourished there and multiplied. “I have caught 
them 5lb. in weight.’ The loch is about half a mile long, and verydeep. It is 
not often now that one is caught more that 2Ib., and the trout caught seldom 
weigh more than 1lb. or 1}1b. Isee no reason whatever to suppose that these 
trout are imprisoned sea-trout. They have no appearance of it. They are regular 
fresh-water trout. The peculiarity of the trout is their pink flesh, and it is 
said, on what authority I know not, that the monks of Lismore had some trout 
brought from Loch Leven and put into Kilcheran Lake. There are undoubtedly 
two sorts of trout in these two lochs, one with white and the other with pink 
flesh, and this bears out the idea of a different class of fish to the original occu- 
pants having at some time been intrdduced into the loch. Some of the trout 
spawn in November, and others in spring, which seems to intimate a difference 
of nature in the trout.” It is very probable that some of the four dozen trout, 
taken originally from Loch Kilcheran, and placed by Mr. Fell into Balnagowan, 
were the parr of the sea-trout, and there becoming land-locked, have bred and 
stocked the loch with the red-fleshed fish ? 


Although there is no direct evidence that Salmo levenensis is a land- 
locked form of any of the varieties of sea-trout; when, however, the 
Sea-trout (Salmo albus) and the Loch Leven trout are compared together on the 
one hand, and the Loch Leven trout and the Common Trout on the other, it is at 
once perceived that the characteristic distinctions between the latter and Sulmo 
levenensis are most marked ; whilst they disappear almost entirely between the 
Loch Leven trout and the above vatiety of Sea-trout, which seems to indicate 
that the Salmo levenensis and Salmo albus have a common origin. | 


_ Dr. Day (“ Fishes of Great Britain and Ireland”), in his notice (a very fulland 
interesting one) of Sulmo levenensis, says : “This form of trout agrees with the 
variety of sea-trout termed Salmo albus in its sime short head, the pre-opercle, 
with a very indistinct lower limb, and pointed pectoral fins ; but it differsin the 
inconstant cbaracter of the number of coecal appendages. The most positive 
difference is in the character of its vomerine teeth, possessing, as it does, a double 
row along the body of that bone.” This, however, is nos constant. Giinther 
states that Salmo levenensis has only a single row, and I have found both double 
and single rows in different examples examined. Dr. Day goes on to say :—“‘ In 
early life all fishes of this genus are well provided with vomerine teeth, which are 
more deciduous in the anadromous than in fresh-water forms. This would appear 
to point out that a fresh-water existence is more conducive to their retention than 
living in the sea is ; consequently, it might be anticipated that were marine 
forms to take on a permanent fresh-water condition of life, their teeth would be 
less deciduous. This, in fact, is the distinction between the Loch Leven trout 
and the white sea-trout.” 

Supposing, then, that the Loch Leven trout has for its ancestor a landlocked 
sea-trout—and it is quite probable that such is the case—is Salmo levenensis a 
degenerate form in the sense as mentioned above 4 And if so, is this fish one to 
benefit and improve the Salmo fario by interbreeding with it ? This) is a 
question of very great importance for the future. If, as some suppose, the Type 
of the trout family is in the fresh-water species, interbreeding will eventually 
end in all disappearance of the more recent species by absorption into the 
original, and this would be more rapid in the landlocked variety of the 
anadromous form than in the species itself, which would require a much longer 
period to lose its identity. 

In hisremarks on S. albus (“Fishes of Great Britain and Ireland”), Day says : 
“ Although a chain of examples passing from this form into the river-trout has 
not been recognised, I shall, when describing the short-headed fresh water Loch 
Leven trout, give my reasons for supposing that it is most probably a 
descendant of the short-headed marine variety, and also show how it does not 


appear improbable that it, under certain conditions, may pass into and be lost in | 


Salmo fario. These numerous deviations from the type tend to demonstrate the 
adaptability of the species to varying conditions of life, and as we do not per- 
ceive such in the salmon, one would expect to find the trout in one or other of 
its forms extending further, or accommodating itself to greater ranges of the 
globe, and this is exactly what we observe in nature.” 


In writing of the Loch Leven trout, Sir Humphry Davy, in his “ Salmonia,” 
p. 76, says :—‘ If trout from a lake, or another river, of a different variety, were 
introduced into this river, they would not at once change their characters, but 
the change would take place gradually. Thus I have known trout from a lake 
in Scotland, remarkable for their deep red flesh, introduced into another 
lake where the trout had only white flesh, and they retained the peculiar redness 
of their flesh for many years. At first they all associated together in spawning 
in the brook which fed the lake, but those newly introduced were easily known 
from their darker backs and brighter sides. By degrees, however, from the in- 
fluence of food and other causes, they became changed: the young trout of the 
introduced variety had flesh Jess red than their parents, and in about twenty 
years the variety was entirely lost, and all the fish were in their original white 
state.” 

Tf we refer back to the earlier accounts of Salmo levenensis, it would appear 
that this fish has considerably deteriorated, particularly as regards size. 


Pennant (1769) mentions that they attain to the size of 6lb. and upwards. 
Daniell (1812) says : ‘‘ The trout in this loch are from 4]b. to 141b. in weight,” 
and other writers allude to fish of 8lb. ; and in the years 1834-5-6 boxes of fine 
Loch Leven trout of from 2b. to 5lb. in weight were often displayed in the 
fishmongers’ shops in Bond-street and elsewhere. This diminution in size and 
weight has been attributed to various causes. 

Buchanan, writing in 1845, says: “ The deterioration of the fish is due to the 
alteration of the level of the lake, the barrenness of the new shore, and con- 
tinued abstraction of the fish by the new sluices.” 

David Marshall, formerly tacksman to the lake, attributes it to too much rod- 
fishing over their feeding grounds ; but he also says, and this is worthy of atten- 
tion : “Long before I gave up sending a supply to market, I found it more and 
more difficult to get good and marketable fish.” It appears from this that before 
the excessive rod-fishing the fish had evidently deteriorated, and this had prob- 
ably been produced by the causes slowly, but surely, at work ; all these changes, 
as Sir Humphry Davy remarks, requiring a long period for development. 


At the present time, it is a curious fact that Salmo levenensis rarely attains 
above 3lb. in size, and there are but few of these. Mr. P. D. Malloch says, in a 
letter in this Gaznrre : “I must tell you that the great majority of the trout 
in Loch Leven die when they come to between 21b. and 3lb.” 

Mr. Malloch also says: “ In Dupplin Loch, stocked ten years ago, the fish 
never grow to any size—occasionally one of 3lb.;” and, in another loch, he is aware 


of a same thing happening; the fish die after attaining at or about that 
weight. 

In a loch in Morvern, only stocked in 1883, the fish are already deteriorating, 
and becoming long, lanky, and big-headed, and have entirely lost all the out- 
ward appearance of Loch Leven trout. 

In Pitfour Lake, Aberdeenshire, which was stocked some years since, and in 
which the Loch Leven trout have interbred with the Salmo fario, the fish have 
greatly diminished in size, the average being about lb. * And, lastly, in the 
accounts from Loch Leven itself, every year large fish become scarcer, and it is 
an event to get one much above IIb. or 141b. Does this arise from over-stocking 
or over-fishing, or, as Dr. Gimther suggests, from there being no longer any- 
thing but hybrids in the loch, or from degeneration gradually going on through 
a long course of years ? 

Will the cross with this fish and the common trout give us a more lusty, more 
sporting, and more edible fish than our own Salmo fario? and would it not be 
better to improve our breed by intermixture of blood from the Wycombe, 
Test, and Itchin trout, and the like, than from one the origin of which is 
uncertain, and may be a descendant of a different species ? 

Another very important consideration in restocking rivers and lochs with the 
trout from Loch Leven is that of the food. All fish breeders at once recognise 
the change of colour in Loch Leven trout after a time, and that they become 
very similar to S. fario, One gentleman writes : ‘‘ The Loch Leven trout (genuine 
as received from Howietown) alter their colour with me considerably—in 
fact, after one generation I could not distinguish them by any outward mark or 
shape.” If, as some assert, “ the food—the food’s the thing in producing the 
peculiar high-caste trout of Loch Leven,” unless the same food is given them in 
their new abodes, they must of necessity degenerate, even if the river or loch has 
more than a sufficient supply of food for the stock already existing. The indis- 
criminate importation of a large quantity of fresh consumers is extremely 
questionable, if the standard of efficiency—viz., quality and sportiveness, is to 
be maintained. A fresh and serviceable supply of food must therefore at the 
same time, or previously, be introduced. 

What is the best form of food? Inthe rivers in England, particularly in the 
southern streams, the wholesale destruction of the weeds by mowing destroys an 
enormous amount of the natural food of trout; a better system would un- 
doubtedly go far to restore this. The small water-snail (Lymnva fluviatilis), the 
fresh-water shrimp (Gammarus pule), and the minnow should be cultivated as 
far as. possible ; the minnow will not live in all waters, but the stickleback— 
banstickle as it is called in Scotland—will, and they are very prolific. Some 
object to the latter as food for trout, and are of opinion that they 
starve the fish ; but others assert that, from its adaptability to all waters, and 
from the trout being very fond of it as an article of diet, it is eminently qualified 
for the purpose. In a well-known loch in Argyleshire the size and condition of 
the trout have greatly increased since the introduction of this little fish. Three 
and four-pounders are now not uncommon, when a few years ago a pound-and- 
a-half fish was considered a large one, and the maws of these big fish, when 
examined, always contained sticklebacks. The same good results are reported 
from other localities. 
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SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXxX. 


By W. MURDOCH. 
(Continued from page 303.) 
THE HELMSDALE (SUTHERLANDSHIRE). 


IN respect of its yield to the rod in proportion to the extent of its 
fishable waters, this well-cared-for salmon river is for the first few 
months of the angling season undoubtedly the most productive river 
in the Northern Highlands, if not in broad Scotland. Belonging 
exclusively to His Grace the Duke of Sutherland, the scle riparian 
owner, the angling is let to tenants of shootings in the district, one 
rod going with Torrish, one with Kildonan, one with Suisgill, one 
with Borrobol, one with Baddanloch, and one with Auchintoul—six 
rods in all. 

The Helmsdale, or, as it is sometimes called, the Ulie or Tlie, has its sources 
in the inland uplands of the parish of Kildonan, and is formed by two head 
streams, which rise respectively 3 and 6 miles to the west of Forsinard. The 
eastern one, which at first assumes the name of Alt nah Aireimh, and receives 
the tribute waters of a number of small burns, runs 3 miles east by south-east 
to the head of Loch an Ruathair (Ruar), is lost for 1} mile in that lake, and 
emerging thence a larger stream, runs thereafter 2} miles southward to a con- 
fluence with the other head stream in the vicinity of Kinbrace Railway Station. 
he western head stream has a south-easterly course of about 8 miles, and, like 
its sister head stream, it is fed, although to a less extent, by small hill burns. Tt 
originates in a tiny lochlet named L. Gaineimh, passes through Loch Leum 4 
Chlamhain (Leim na Claven), divides Ben Griam More from Ben Griam Beg, 
takes then the nameof Alt Airidh Dhamh, traverses the moorland, enters Loch 
Araich-lin, and issuing thence under the name of the Claggan burn flows onward 
to its point of confluence with the eastern head stream. The length of course 
of the Helmsdale proper, or united stream, is only about 15 miles, excluding 
its sinuosities ; but from the sources of its head streams to its debouchure, and 
taking its windings into account, the river performs a total run of close on 26 
miles. 

A peat-brown stream, in consequence of its feeders draining such a vast 
extent of moorland, the Helmsdale possesses every variety of water—the broad, 
deep, and still, the gentle dimpling current, the rough rippling stream, the boulder- 
bottomed boiling rapid, the rock-girt waterfall and foam-crested pool. “In 
its career seaward from the ‘meetings ’ of the waters, it is augmented by numerous 
torrents and upland brooks, coming down to it from amongst the mountains 
and hills on its flanks ; it runs along a fine strath or hill-flanked_valley of from 
14 to 38 miles in width across the low ground, and it rolls down with many 
graceful curves in its course amidst holms and haughs of the brightest verdure, 
and occasionally through birch-covered plots that partially conceal several of its 
bends and reaches, until it enters the ocean near to the fishing village of 
Helmsdale.” 

The Helmsdale is rivalled in length, of course, by its chief tributary, the 
Ach’na h-Uai, the waters of which it receives from the west, about 1; miles 
down the valley from Kinbrace Railway Station. Seaward from this point, few 
of the feeding streams, other tham the Free water from Strath Free, are of 
any size except when in flood. Of these the more important are the Craggie 
burn on the right, and the Suisgill, Kildonan, Torrish, and Kilfedder burns on 
the left side of the Strath. 

Loch Baddan (Baddanloch), from which under the name of EE More the 
Ach’na h-Uai water issues, receives the superfluence of at least a dozen lochs, 
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large and small, fed by numerous upland streams, of which, in respect of length 
of course and volume of water, four alone are worthy of mention—viz., the Allt- 
Lona Chuil, and the Rimsdale burn, which flow from the north to the head of 
Loch nan Cuinne ; the Gamhna burn running ina north-westerly, and latterly 
in a northerly direction to the same loch ; and the Halmadarie burn, which rises 
on the slopes of Ben Armin, flows north by north-east, traverses Loch Truders- 
caig, and running about a La oy yt ea also falls in Loch nan Cuinne, right 
ern extremity of that loch. ; 
tLe bom tot size, Loch Wadena Loch nan Cuinne, Loch a’ Chlair, Baddan 
loch, Loch Allt an Fhearna, and Loch na Moine are the principal lochs connected 
with the Ach’na h-Uai. The uppermost, Loch Truderscaig, is fully three- 
quarters of a mile in length by over half a milein breadth at the broadest part, 
and its superfluence, as already stated, is received by Loch nan Cuinne. L. Allt 
An Fhearna is similar in size to Loch Truderscaig, and its surplus water passes 
north to Baddanloch in a strind about three-quarters of a mile long. Loch nan 
Cuinne, Loch a’ Chlair, and Baddanloch are three magnificent expanses of water 
united by a couple of narrows. The neck connecting Loch nan Cuinne, the 
uppermost of these lochs, with Loch a’ Chlair, the middle loch, is narrower than 
the neck connecting Loch a’ Chlair with Baddanloch—the lowermost loch. 
Loch na Moine, the salmon loch, is down the valley about 13 miles 
below Baddanloch. It receives from that loch the waters of the EE More (the 
name given to the upper stretch of the Ach’na h-Uai), and from its lower end 
issues the Ach’na h-Uai proper, which, before reaching its junction with 
the Helmsdale, has a ran of about 2} miles. “The Ach’na_h-Uai 
water,” says Mr. Archibald Young, Inspector of Salmon Fisheries, in his Report 
to the Fishery Board of Scotland, “joins the Helmsdale near Kinbrace, after 
passing through a series of lochs, of which the uppermost, Loch nan Cuinne, is 
3 miles long, and covers an area of 716 acres ; the second, Loch a’ Chlair, 
is 13 mile long by 1 wide; while the Baddanloch is 1} mile long, 
and from ihree-quariers of a mile to a mile wide; the two last-named 
naving, together, an area of 1,536 acres. Lower down there is a much smaller 
and shallower loch (Loch na Moine), in which there is good salmon-fishing. 
There is no barrier to the ascent of salmon from Loch na Moine into the larger 
lochs above, and yet salmon are scarcely ever caught in them. But in 1877 I 
picked up a salmon of 121b. weight, which had been washed ashore, on the banks 
of Loch a’ Chlair—the middle loch ; so the fish are there.” 

The Helmsdale is a very early salmon river, and grand sport t> the rods 
fishing it in spring is the rule rather than the exception. Should conditions as 
to weather and water be wholly favourable, fish of the early migration begin 
to run during the second half of December. Severe frosts have a telling 
effect upon the feeding streams and the large expanse of loch water up country, 
and during their continuance, by keeping the temper ature of the river low, they 
serve ina measure to prevent ascent ; but with genial weather, fresh breezes 
from the land, and a good body of water entering the sea, fish in considerable 
numbers are always to be found pushing up-river early in the month of January. 
Every year the run is at its strongest some time or other during March or April, 
and unless the season is unusually late, it is almost exhausted by the middle of 
May. Long before it was so well used, fenced, or protected as it is now, the 
Helmsdale was noted as an early river, in proof of which it is only necessary to 
mention that “the oldest and most experienced keeper in the Strath of Kil- 
donan told Mr. Young, Inspector of Fisheries, that in the early part of the 
present century 60 clean salmon were taken out of the Manse Pool at a single 
haul of the net on the day before Christmas.” There is now no net-fishing at 
the meuth of the river until Ist May, the lessees of the rod-fishings having 
several years ago commenced to rent the nets in order to allow the spring fish 
free access tothe fresh water. That the allowing of so many fish to swim the 
river in spring is a wise step, and one in every way beneficial to the fishing, 
there is little reason to doubt. After the Ist March the various casts in the 
spring stretch of the river are literally amove with fish, the angling is as excellent 
as even the most difficult-to-please angler could wish, and the netting, which 
the netters prophesied would be ruined by the new system, is usually a good deal 
more productive during the shortened season than it was in the aggregate for 
the same length of time under the old arrangement. 


(To be continued.) 
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As will be seen from Mr. Booker’s letter in our columns this week, Mr. 
Cholmondeley-Pennell has given great offence to the Redditch hook manufac. 
turers by calling them, as a body, “ignorant and pig-headed,” and they think 
the GazETTE ought not to have published such an expression. We can only 
express our sincere regret that the expression appeared, and we should certainly 
not have inserted it had we thought it would give offence. It did not in the 
least express our opinion of Redditch hook manufacturers ; in fact, we regarded 
it as one of those ludicrous exaggerations which carries its own refutation, and 
thought the hook manufacturers would be the first to laugh at it. 

* * * tt 


The senior solicitor at the Mansion House, Mr. Ton Brand, is a candidate 
for the post of coroner for West Middlesex. We believe it would be difficult 
to find anyone better qualified to fill the position. 

* * * * * 

A regular “devil” got among the Brixham and Torbay herring netsmen the 
other day, in the form of a 20ft. grampus. The monster went through and 
through the nets and made a terrible tangle, but got off to work further 
destruction. 

at a a ae ae 

Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co. have just published a second edition 

of Mr. Frederic M. Halford’s “ Floating Flies, and How to Dress Them.” 
* * a ce ae 


AGE or Fisnes.—A newspaper report has, says Forest and Stream, been 
going the rounds stating that “ Professor Baird, who is at the head of the 
Smithsonian Institute and United States Commission, and probably the best 
living authority on fish, says : ‘There is, I believe, authentic evidence to show 
that carp have attained one hundred years. ‘There is a tradition that within 
fifty years a pike was living whose age dated back to the fifteenth century. 
The fish is said to be 18ft. long. This is not, however, considered to be reli- 
able. There is nothing, however, to prevent a fish living almost indefinitely, 
as it has no period of maturity, but grows with each year of life. In each 
species, like mammals and birds, where there is a limit, a definite term of years 
is the rule.’” Concerning the authenticity of this, Professor Baird writes us 
in reply to an inquiry : “It is possible that I made the statement ascribed to 
me in the concluding part of the paragraph which I herewith return. The 
pike story is an established one, however authentic it may be. It was said to 
have been owned by Frederick Barbarossa. The statement as to the continu- 


ance of the life of the fish and its indefinite growth is, I think, accurate ; 











although, of course, there must be some limitation, such as hems in the life of 
the mammal and bird, though less decided.—Srencer F, Bain.” 
* x * * 

A correspondent asks us if we can enlighten him as to the meaning of the 
expression of “ Chestnut ” and “ringinga chestnut bell,” which one so frequently 
meets within American newspapers. If our correspondent was walking, say, down 
Broadway, New York, and met an American acquaintance, and began to tell 
some good story which the American had heard before, the American would 
either politely say “ Chestnut,” or he would touch a little spring bell fastened 
inside his coat. ‘“ Chestnat” is American for “Yes, that’s a good story, but 
I've heard it before.” The word was found so extremely useful for choking off 
long-winded “ old jokers” that a ’cute Yankee improved upon it by inventing 
a little spring bell, which is pinned inside your coat ; he called it the “ Chestnut 
Bell.” It ‘‘took” wonderfully, and he is making his fortune out of it. It's a 
pity he don’t send a few over here! 

& % 

Many of our readers will doubtless be glad to know that for the sum of five 
shillings Mr. D. Slater, 8 and 9, Portland-street, Newark-on-Trent, will fix his 
patent barrel and rim to any good “centre” Nottingham reel, and return it 
carriage paid. He has already “converted” a great many reels, which have 
given the greatest satisfaction. 

* * 
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* * * 


Last week was probably one of the best for all-round angling that we shall 
have this winter, wind, water, and weather all perfect ; but the past few days 
have been simply unbearable, and we fear many an empty bag must have been 
brought home. However, let us hope that the gales have about blown them- 
selves out, and that by Christmas we may be having some of that bright, calm, 
frosty weather so dear to the winter angler. ; 

ae = = a * 

A queer tale comes from Swanage. According to the legend, a skate weigh- 
ing 128i. was brought ashore. This, by itself, was not so wonderful ; but it 
was not “ by itself,” for inside it was a skate of more ordinary dimensions, 
which, it appeared, had swallowed the hook, A pilot fish was washed ashore 
recently at the same place, and the following day a shark about five feet long 
was caught off the bay. 

ae a a3 at at 

About the biggest fish sea-anglers now meet with off these shores is the 
halibut, which grows to a truly enormous size. It requires a strong gaff to land 
a 150lb. fish, and when fish of that size get hooked—well, the odds are twenty 
to one on the fish. Weremember a Scotch friend of ours coming home from 
fishing, with a very long face, who, on being interrogated, told this sad tale :— 
He and his crew had laid a “long line,” and on going to pick it up found that 
an enormous fish of some kind was on it. The fish played in a manner that 
none of them had ever seen a fish play before ; in fact, it simply towed them 
about for some time. Hventually, after about three-quarters of an hour of 
“pull devil, pull baker,” the beast was got to the surface, and proved to be an 
immense halibut, which must have weighed considerably over 100Ib. 

as = ae a * 

Now comes the sad part of the story. The fish was thoroughly beaten and 
could hardly wag a fin; but how was it to be got on board ?—that was the 
question. A gaff was stuck mto him; but the handle at once broke short off, 
Then the men tried to get a number of hooks stuck in the fish ; but his hide 
was too tough, and they could not get the hooks to take hold, Then some one 
wiser than the others suggested what they ovght to have thought of earlier — 
getting a noose or two round the fish and so hauling him on board. A couple of 
running bowlines were accordingly gotready. The sailor who had been previous! 
holding the line foolishly made it fast and prepared to lasso the halibut. All this 
time a nice swell, combined with a choppy sea, was rolling in from the Atlantic, 
rendering these operations anything but easy. As the men bent over the side 
to get at the fish the boat, of course, heeled over that way, and the line 
naturally slackened a little. Just then one of those peculiar little waves which 
rise up—no one knows how, and are never seen before they are almost under, 
or over, you—caught the side of the boat and lifted it up, suddenly tightening 
the line with a jerk. The results, immediate and ultimate, may be guessed : 
immediate, the line snapped; ultimate, the halibut slowly sank from sight. 
Fancy it !—losing a fish of over 100lb., after it had been “ killed dead,” as Paddy 

8. 
ap * * * * * 

The annual close time for salmon angling on the Tweed and Teviot came 
into force with the end of November. Anglers have had a grand time of it, the 
season having undoubtedly been one of the best on record during the past half- 
century. On most of the salmon-fishing waters the takes have been of an un- 
precedented character, and the size and quality of the fish during the early part 
of the back-end fishing were all that could be desired, although abouta fortnight 
before the close of the season the female fish became very much out of condi- 
tion, and would have been much better left in the river ; while the males were, 
as a general rule, nearly clean milted out, and many were hardly worth the 
carrying home. All things considered, however, the season has been a good 
aa at ae a ea a 

We are glad to hear from Mr. Tom Harris, of Gloucester, that he is recover- 
ing from his recent severe illness. 

u at 9 % ] 

A correspondent says that Mr. T. R. Price, who wrote to the Fisiina 
GazeErTE last week anent water-rats eating fish, is altogether wrong in his con- 
clusion that the fish were eaten by water-rats because he happened to be three 
hundred yards from a house. House rats, or, to speak more accurately, land 
rats, swarm all over the country, in houses and out of them. They are to be 
found in almost every hedge-row. As often as not, they will live near rivers 
and take to the water almost as readily as do the voles, commonly called water - 
rats. We recollect that a friend of ours, when yachting, was visited at night 
by numbers of rats which used to swim out to his yacht—a distance of only a 
few yards, as it was moored up a river—climb up the anchor chain, and make 
merry on deck for the greater part of the night. They once stole three 
small jack off the deck. There was no doubt as to their being land rats, as 
several were caught in traps and carefully examined. When anyone went on 
deck they used to take headers into the water, but as soon as all was quiet would 
be back again in a few minutes. This happend a good distance from any 
house. 

& & @ ° S 

The same correspondent, who knows the Thames well, says, on that river he 
has, beyond all question, seen swans eating perch spawn. In the spring if there 
is a flood, many perch spawn on the submerged withy branches, and on the water 
receding the swans visit the boughs and strip them of spawn, usually removing 
the leaves at the same time. 

as at at ae a 


“Yes,” said a Kentuckian who had been in the Far West, “ Indians are power- 


Dec. 11, 1886. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


333 








ful fond of whisky. Let ’em once get the taste of whisky and they'll give up 
everything for it. An old chief out in Western Dakota offered me a pony, 
saddle, bridle, blanket, and I don’t know what else, for_a pint of whisky I had 
with me.” ‘And you wouldn’t give it to him?” “Not much ; that was the 
last pint I had deft. But it shows how fond Indians are of whisky !” 

te = * i * 

Thames anglers ought to read Mr. W. H. Brougham’s invitation, which we 
print elsewhere, and accept and act upon it. 
* o = % bly 5 

A correspondent says :—‘ The worst of heavy floods this time of year is that 
it induces the.salmon tribe to ascend the small tributaries too high for the pur- 
pose of spawning ; these brooks run off very rapidly, and the fish are left high 
and dry, and are then at the mercy of foxes, otters, and other poachers. It is 
wonderful what a mania salmon and sewin have to get to the top of a brook.” 





CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. ] 





ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

_ The committee met at 8.30 p.m. at the Foresters’ Hall, on Monday last, the 6th 
inst. The president, Mr. P. Geen, occupied the chair. After the minutes of the last 
committee neeting, held on the Ist ult. had been read and duly confirmed, the presi- 
dent reported that No 2 reservoir of the East London Waterworks Company had been 
successfully netted on Wednesday the lst inst ; that a portion of the fish had been 
given to the authorities of Epping Forest for distribution in the prblic waters under 
their jurisdiction, and the remainder had been carefully transferred to the Lea 
without the loss of a single fish. From four to five tons of fish were captured, con- 
sisting principally of ro.ch and bream. The president next handed in the accounts 
of the River Lea Restocking Fund, and Mr, A W. Parker was unanimously elected 
auditor. The president next gave a long and very interesting account of his nego- 
tiations for the preservation of the Stort, and he not only hoped, but fully antici- 
pated, that before the fence months again came round this beautiful river will be 
added to the waters already preserved by this Association. A letter of 
thanks was received from Mr. C. H. Hicks, the secretary of the Maidenhead, Cook- 
ham, and Bray ‘Vhames Angling Association, for our donation to this society of £3 3s. 
The secretary's announcement that we have now over 3,000 members was received 
with cheers. In the debate which followed, and was joined in by the president, vice- 
president, Messrs. Manning, Murphy, Parker, Tibbatts, and others, the feeling was 
very generally expressed that anglers had at last begun to appreciate the efforts made 
on their behalf by this association. A large net, which had formerly been used from 
time to time for poaching in the Lea, was offered to the association for a compara- 
tively small sum, possibly because it was now of little or no use to its former owner, 
owing to the increased vigilance of the bailiffs of this association, After a short dis- 
cussion, it was unanimously agreed that we should purchase it—first, because we 
should thus be able to prevent its ever being illegally used again, and secondly, be- 
cause we should find it useful in our restocking operations. A voteof thanks to the 
president concluded the business at ten o’clock.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 13s. from 
the Duke of Norfolk, £1 1s. 103d. from the St. John’s, and 7s. 6d. from the South- 
Western Railway, the contents of the donation boxes of the above angling societies. 
—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The result of the pegged-down match on the 5th inst. was anything but satisfac- 
tory, only one prize being taken, and that by Mr. Harding with two roach weighing 
120z. The match will be continued under the same rules, but the water to be 
fished will be from the Rye House Bridge to St. Margaret's, on the 12th inst. After 
the match on the 5th inst. the members adjourned to Mr. Coome’s, the Five Horse- 
shoes, Hoddesdon, who had provided a substantial meat tea, which was done ample 
justice to after the very bad weather we had. Everything passed off in the usual 
(Amicable Brothers) style. Members are requested to note that next Wednesday is 

- quarterly night.—J. WoRLEDGE. 
ALLIANCE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Brother anglers, don’t forget Wednesday, the 15th inst., our smoking concert will 
take place in aid of the Benevolent Society, when all club anglers who attend the 
meeting will be entitled to fish on the 19th fora prize, all fish to weigh according 
to club rules (bar the winner of the last prize) uot later than 10.30 p.m.—J. T. 
CUNDALL, 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 5th inst., Messrs. Davison, Dodson, and Court weighed-in a few nice roach. 
Our annual outing for Christmas prizes will take place on the 12th inst. at Chert- 
sey Meads. All members to book to Chertsey Station ; train leaves Waterloo at 
9,45.—A, CONN, sec. 

BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society was held at the Peabody Arms, Broad- 
wall, Stamford-street, Blackfriars, on Friday, the 3rd inst., Mr. Harry Dunn, the 
president, presiding, with Mr. T. Wilton in the vice-chair. The secretary being 
absent, Mr. W. Poole kindly officiated for him. The minutes of the previous meet- 
ing and cash accounts were submitted, confirmed, and signed. In a well-sustained 
conversation 7’¢ snaps and fishing-tackle in general, Mr. Harry Dunn dwelt at con- 
siderable length upon his own experience, &c., imparting useful information to the 
_ young members of the society. Mr. W. Llewellyn, in acknowledging that the society 
were greatly indebted to Mr. Dunn for his kindness in proffering his ideas, experi- 
ence, &c., for the benefit of the members, the younger members especially, said that 
he took this opportunity of proposing a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Harry Dunn, 
the worthy president of Ye Olde Blacke Friars. The proposition was seconded by 
the society, with musical honours. The first case of fish (barbel) preserved by 
the society, and caught by Mr, H. Dunn, was hung ; and a fine specimen trout 121b. 
will shortly follow. Business was succeeded by harmony. Mr. A. Scott’s perform- 
ance on the pianoforte of a selection from “ Rigoletto” reflected the highest credit. 
Messrs. Harry Dunn, W. Llewellyn, A. Scott, W. Stonehouse, Coleman, &c., contri- 
buted songs by Dibdin, Sullivan, Hans Huber, &:. A vote of thanks to the chair- 
man, vice, pianist, and visitors, terminated both an instructive and jovial meeting 
A few of the members were out on the 5th, 6th, and 7th inst. ; all had fish, but the 
weighing-in was rocky.—JOHN SMITH, hon, sec, 


BRADFORD WALTONIANS. 

At the quarterly meeting of the above club the secretary reported that the new 
hatchery at Silsden had been completed, and accommodation was made for between 
80,000 and 100,000 ova, 50.000 of which were already obtained and placed in the 
boxes, and the rest would be got as soon as possible. He, the secretary, pointed out 
‘without egotism. that taking the situation of the hatching-house, the purity of the 
water supply, and the completeness of the arrangements, it was one of the test in 
the North of England, and might be taken as a model fish-farm. On the proposi- 
tion of Mr. J. W. Fraser, a guinea was voted out of the funds of the club towards 
the “ Izaak Walton Statue Fund.”—-W. H. HALL WARD. 

BRUNSWiCK PISCATORIAT, SQCIRTY. 

A full muster of members was again recorded on Friday last, and important 
business kept us engaged till a late hour. Mr, J, O, Fisher was in the chair, and 
Mr, G, Eveser the yice-chair, A general meeting is called for Friday, the 10th inst, 








ve Mr. J. Morris’s case. All members interested, please attend. Mr. H. Bryan 

weighed-in a few roach on the 5th inst. The next ladies’ night is on the 17th inst., 

when all brother anglers will be welcomed, without distinction.—S. Bryan. 
CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this society paid a friendly visit to the Reform Angling Society 
on Tuesday last, and a very enjoyable evening was spent. The chair was 
occupied by their secretary, Mr. M. C. Clark; the vice-chair by Mr. F. Church. 
Pianist, Mr. Alf. Sidney. The following sang some first-rate songs: Messrs. M. C. 
Clark, F. Clark, Nevill, Murrell, Andrews, ‘Willcockson, Cornish, Brockwell, John 
Pratt, Bostleman, and McCorman. Professor Gilder, ventriloquist, gave some first- 
class imitations of birds and beasts; Mr. Sam Moore, reading ; and others whose 
names I missed. Mr. F, Thorling, our district officer, was asked, as a favour, to call 
the roll, when the following clubs were well represented : The Brothers Well Met, 
City of London, Eustonians, Original Clerkenwell Piscatorials, Reform, St. Jchn’s, 
Star, and the St. Andrew’s Piscatorials. On Monday next, Dec. 13th, the 
members of the Eustonian Angling Society pay the above Society, held at the 
Middlesex Arms, Clerkenwell-green, a return friendly visit, when the company of 
those that can attend will be esteemed a favour by both societies. All members are 
requested to attend next Wednesday early, as business of importance will be brought 
forward.—W. H. BURWASH, sec. 

CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A successful visit was paid to the above on Monday evening. On the roll being 
called by Mr. Thorling, our able district officer, it was found that representatives 
from twenty-three clubs were present—not so bad for a wet evening. The clubs 
were the Alliance, Amicable Waltonians, City of London, Convivial, Eustonians, 
Nautilus, Reform, Rising Sun, St. John’s, and St. Andrew’s; also the Anchor and 
Hope, Anglers’ Pride, Barbican, Bostonian, Gooi Intent, Great Northern Brothers, 
Independent Brothers, North-Eastern, Peckham Brothers, Phoenix, Rodney, Stoke 
Newington, and United Brothers from Deptford. The following gentlemen con- 
tributed to the amusement of the evening :—Messrs. Bowker, Tom Bradley, Watts 
Clark, Madams, Stidolph, Chambers, Sparrow, Carpenter (concertina), H. Gates,’ 
Neall, Jennings, Elliott, Moore (recitation), Ungley, Wilday, Mallard, Parkes, and 
others. The secretary of the Barbican club kindly officiated as chairman, faced by 
Mr. Grant, jun., of the Rodney ; Mr. Elliot, pianist. Oa the 5th, we were saved 
from a blank by Mr. Garbrecht, who weighed-in three jack from Ponder's End ; the 
only other member out was Mr. McDonnell, who fished the Stort after breaking a 
hole in the ice ; but his efforts did not bring any return,—CaAs. 

CLAPTON. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. George Colls in the 
chair. The minutes of the 29th ult. were read and signed, and general business 
transacted. Mr. C. C. Tidbury weighed in two jack, 5lb. 120z., from Stone’s water 
at Sewardstone, and a nice jack of 41b. from the adjacent water, Coventry’s. After 
the heavy pushes of water caused by the late rains, there should be some good sport 
in these waters. A vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings.— 
HreNry Howsg, hon. sec. 

DALBEATTIE ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

A meting of anglers was held in the Town Hall, Dalbeattie, on Tuesday evening, 
for the purpose of considering the formation of an angling association. Mr. T. 
Fraser having been called to the chair, a discussion took place, Mr. R. McKenzie, 
Mr. J. Raleigh, Mr. D. Wilson, and others giving their views. The general tone of 
the meeting was highly favourable to the formation of sch a society, the sanction 
and co-operation of proprietors seeming specially desirable. The feeling was also 
expressed that no interference with the river lessee be made, the sole object of the 
movement being to protect and improve the condition of the river for anglers. 
Ultimately the meeting appointed the chairman, Mr. D. Newall, and Mr, R. Maxwell 
a deputation to wait upon Mr. Maxwell, of Munches, the principal proprietor in the 
first instance, and Mr. R. Maxwell to actas interim secretary. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Masons-avenue, Basinghall-street, on Tuesday evening, Dr. Brunton in the 
chair, Among those present were Messrs. Beevor, Young, White, Parker, Bentley, 
Bassett, Walker, Chambers, and Hartley. The minutes of the preceding meeting 
haying been read and confirmed, Mr. Young, who had previously been elected a 
member of the executive committee, called the attention of the meeting to an 
eligible piece of water. A deputation was at once formed to visit the place, and 
report to the next meeting. Several members, including the chairman, Mr, Young, 
and Mr. Chambers, gave an account of sport enjoyed during the pist week, andafter 
the transaction of some business of no public interest, the meeting was brought to 
a close with a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman.—H. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 5th inst. we had a poor show of fish. Messrs. S. Smith, Graves, C. Holmes, 
G. Watling, P. Stammer, and Hambridge had roach from the Thames, and J. Cooper 
one jack, 3lb. 100z._ We fish on the 12th inst. for our Christmas prizes, at Cookham 
and Bourne End, when we expecta large muster.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The second pike contestof the season in connection with the above society took 
place at Mr. Munsey’s, Eel’s Foot, Ormesby, on the 3rd inst. There were only six 
competitors, owing, no doubt, to the state of the weather, which was very rough, 
snow falling heavily during the morning and the wind blowing almost a gale in the 
afternoon. There were three fish landed: First, Mr. Harrison, with a very nice 
fellow, scaling 8lb. 80z.; second, Mr, Johnson, one, 71b.; third, Mr. Lowne, 3lb. 
Anyone wishing for a day or two's jack-fishing would do well to visit the E2l’s Foot. 
—J. E. PRETTY. 

GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 5th inst., the only members who weighed-in were Messrs. J. Green, roich ; 
De Perron, roach and perch ; and A. Crow, roach and dace. The return visit of the 
societies enrolled on the Western District of the Anglers’ Association took place at 
the club-room of the society on the 7th inst., and Iam pleased to say that twenty- 
one clubs were represented. A most enjoyable evening was spent. Mr. W. Weavers, 
of the Midland, took the chair, and Mr. Grant, of the Rodney, the vice. The fol- 
lowing gentlemen contributed to the harmony of the evening :—Messrs. Weavers, 
Parker, Carter, Stanton. Grace, Robinson, Cox, Marshall, Curver, Lumby, Tiney, 
Sheen, Cob, Constable, Jennings, Rowley, Underwood, Barr, and Grant, the three 
latter gentlemen receiving a well-deserved encore. The society tender their thanks 
to the members of the different societies who so kindly attended.— WHITE Harr. 

HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. Me 

We have been obliged by force of circumstances to have our return visit on 

Thursday next, the 16th in-t., postponed._Ropt. W. HOBDEN. 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On November 28th the following members weighed-in :—A. Hattemere, roach and 
dace, 3lb. 4ioz.; G. Hunt, roach, 6lb. 3}0z.; G. H. Wood, perch, 3lb. 3oz.; M. 
Norman, jack, 1lb. 502. ; J. Jeffries, roach, 4lb. 13$0z. ; W. Cooper, chub, 9foz. ; and H. 
Steadman, roach and chub, 7lb. 240z. On December 5th the following weighed-in ; 
—W. Cooper, chub, 11b. 20z. ; H. Steadman, chub, 1lb, 3402. ; T. Haycox, roach 2lb. 
8toz.; J. Jeffries, roach and dace, 1b. 1330z. On December 12th the members will fish 
for Christmas prizes, between Rye House and the Fish and Hels, River Lea ; to start 
fishing at 10.30 a.m.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There are eleven prizes instead of ten (as announced lust week) to be fished for 
on the 12th and 19th. Messrs. I. Goodwins, J. K. Charters, and C. Haywood will 
each give a prize to be fished for on Wednesday, the 29th inst. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. ' 

Our eighth annual dinner and reunion on the 2nd inst. was a decided success. 
There were rather more in number than anticipated ; but Mr. Hannam had provided 
liberally for those expected, and consequently no pinch was felt. The officers 
present were the vice-president, Mr, W, Pearson ; the chairman, Mr. H. Leaman ; the 
vice-chairman, Mr, R, Whittington ; and the hon, treasurer, Mr, W, Jones, Mr, C, 
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Tinker, chairman, and Mr, Drurie, vice-chairman, of the newly-formed St. Helen’s 
Angling Association, also favoured us with their presence, and were warmly wel- 
comed. After the cloth was cleared, Mr. Leaman “filled” the chair, and Mr. Pear- 
son faced him,and, under theirable guidance, and with the help of Messrs. Powell 
and Hitchcock (visitors), and W. Davies, J. Evans, W. Jones, Gilbert, and J. H. 
Jones (members), all vocalists of no mean order,a very pleasant and harmonious 
evening was passed, during which the following toasts were drank to right loyally 
and lovingly: “The Queen and Royal Family ;’ “The Liverpool Angling Associa- 
tion ;” “ Mr. H. Leaman ;” “Mr. W. Pearson ;” Mr. W. Jones;” “ The Hon. Sec.,” 
and “ The Donors of Prizes,” coupled with the names of Messrs. J. H. Jones, W. Davies, 
and R. Wilson. The several toasts were fitly replied to and acknowledged, and the 
party separated at midnight, well satisfied with their entertainment. Unfortunately 
time prevented several toasts being given, such as “ The Librarian,” Mr. Harrison ; 
“The Visitors ;” and “The Host,” Mr. Hannam, whose catering (first time) was very 
satisfactory—R, WOoLFALL, hon. sec. 
MILDMAY ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The half-yearly dinner and distribution of prizes took place on Wednesday even- 
ing, the president, Mr. W. Gillies in the chair. Afterample justice had been done to 
the good things provided by our worthy host, Mr. J, 8. Wilson, and the cloth 
removed, the chairman gave the toast of “ The Queen and the Royal Family,” after 
which the toast of the “ Anglers’ Association” was given, and responded to by Mr, 
J. Bunn, Mr. May, the secretary, in responding to the toast of “Tne Mildmay 
Angling Society,” gave a review of the club since it started eighteen months’ ago, 
which showed it to be ina healthy state. The winners of the half-yearly prizes are 
as follows:—Mr. W. Gillies, three ; Mr. J. Bunn, two; and Messrs. Feaks, Comber, 
McDermott, Blackman, and May one each. During the evening the following con- 
tributed to the harmony :—Messrs. Lowry, Stimson, Hillier, brothers Hopper, 
McGill, C. Bunn, Austin, Toynbee, Wilson, Blackman, McDermott, and May. The 
healths of the “President,” “Secretary,” “ Visitors,” “ Host,” and “Treasurer” 
were given and duly responded to. The time having uow arrived to which the 
special license allowed us to stop, the company broke up after singing “ God Save the 
Queen,” The brothers Taylor ably presided at the piano, -~A, MAy, hon, sec, 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 
On the 5th inst. Messrs, Underwood (sen. and jun.), Swain, and Billings had some 
good shows of roach from the Thames—Mr, Aldis, one jack, 7lb. 330z.—W. GREEN- 


WOOD, sec, 
NORWICH ANGLING CLUB. 

The 25th anniversary dinner of this, the premier fishing club of the city, was 
celebrated under auspicious circumstances at head-quarters, Host EH. H. Corbyn’s, 
the Walnut Tree Shades, Old Post Office-court, on Thursday evening. The spacious 
elub-room was elaborately decorated with handsome pot-plants and flowers, kindly 
lent by Messrs. Daniels Bros., of the Royal Norfolk Nurseries, and the walls were 
hung with preserved trophies of the finny tribe gallantly caught by members of the 
society. The dinner, from soup to celery, with all its intermediate concomitants, 
was admirably served by Mr. Corbyn, and pleased everybody present. The menu 
card was a pleasing work of art by Mr. S. F, Howitt, the vice-president, and consisted 
on the reverse side, of a pretty monogram of the club, with the legend “‘ Omnia bona 
bonis.” The chair was occupied by the president (Mr. G. Green), and, in the absence of 
the vice-president, the opposite seat was filled by Mr. George Diggens, the company 
present including Messrs. J.B. Pearce, G. Christopher Davis, B. Howard Taylor, Dr. 
Matthews, C. Daniels, Paul, A. J. Littleboy, 8. W. Lovett, J. D. Beeston, 0. E. Winter, 
F. Dimmock, B. Beatley, b. J. Lord, A. W. Parker, J. W. Wilkins, A. Bush, H. L, 
Potter, J. J. Hunt, G. G. Whincop, Wodehouse, Diggens, jun., T. E. Gunn, T. C. Pitts, 
B. B. Morgan, W. Mace, J. Youngs, G. Daniels, M. J. Bailey, W. Burrage, E. H. Cor- 
byn, and R. Moll, the able hon. secretary, by whom the entire arrangements of the 
dinnerr were most satisfactorily carried out, as indeed are all the details of the club 
under his direction, After dinner a plentiful dessert was placed upon the table, 
and while it was being discussed the chairman gave the usual loyal toasts, which 
were drunk in the hearty manner which becomes the disciples of the loyal Izaak 
Walton. After “The Prince and Princess of Wales, and the Rest of the Royal 
Family ” had been duly toasted, “The Army, Navy, and Volunteers ” were heartily 
received and responded to by Lieutenant Taylor, lst V.B-N.R., and Mr. J. J. Hunt, 
late of the same corps (the last-named gentleman eulogising the good feeling exhi- 
bited by the gallant 19th Hussars in coming forward so nobly as they had done 
this week in support of the charities of Norwich). The vice-chairman next gave 
‘The Mayor, Sheriff, and Corporation of Norwich,” and said of Mr. Bullard that 
though some of the citizens might not agree with him in politics, he thought that 
when his worship made his memorable speech on a certain occasion, and said, “ Let 
bygones be bygones,” he endeared himself more to the city than ever he did in his 
life. He was a man who was beloved by the citizens, and he trusted he would live 
not only to fulfil the duties of his office, but also for many years to be of service to 
the city. With regard to the sheriff, he entered upon his duties under very disagree- 
able circumstances, but he (the speaker) had no doubt, with Mr. Taylor’s well-known 
kindness of heart, he would acquit himself to the satisfaction of all, As to the cor- 
poration, they put it upon the citizens pretty heavily, but he believed they worked 
hard in the endeavour to promote the advantage of those whom they represented. 
With the toast he associated the name of Councillor Matthews, who briefly acknow- 
ledged the compliment, anil hoped Mr. Bullard’s services to the city would be appro- 
priately honoured by her Majesty. Mr. R. Moll next proposed “The President and 
Vice-President,” and said that both gentlemen were worthy of the highest respect 
and greatest esteem of the members, In Mr. Green the anglers of Norwich had a 
tower of strength, and there was no member of the club who had not a deep feeling 
of sympathy with Mr. Howitt in his indisposition, and who did not hope that before 
long he would again be present with them, The president briefly responded, and 
conveyed a kindly message to the club from the vice-president, whose iilness pre 
vented him from being present, but who happily was rapidly recovering, He con- 
cluded by proposing “The Health of the Vice-Chairman,” and presenting him with 
his portrait. Mr. G. Diggens responded, and the remaining toasts were “The Nor- 
wich Angling Club,” proposed by Mr. J. D. Beeston, and acknowledged by Mr. R. 
Moll ; “Tne Yare Preservation Society and Kindred Clubs,” responded to by the 
President, Mr. Hunt, and Mr. T. E. Gunn ; “ The Visitora,”’ proposed by Mr. J. B. 
Pearce ; “ The Press,” by Mr. Littleboy ; “ The Host and Hostess,” by Mr. Potter; 
and “ The Ladies,” by Mr. O. E. Winter. The musical portion of the proceedings 
was under the direction of Mr, Albert W. Parker, the vocalists being Messrs. Potter, 
Bush, Corbyn, Wilkins, Beeston, C. J. Campling, and others. Letters of apology for 
inability to be present were received from the mayor and sheriff of Norwich, Mr. 
I. 0. H. Taylor, Mr. ex-Sheriff’Paul, Mr. H. W. Woods, and Mr. W. H. Brougham 
(secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation Society). 

NORTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Thursday next, the 16th, being our half-yearly night, members are respectfully 

invited to be in attendance on that date.-—G, F. FLETCHER, sec. 
PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There has been only a small amount of fish weighed-in this week. Mr. Gibbs 
secured the 6th pvize of the series, and the 7th is still open to be fished for. Members 
and friends are again reminded that the anniversary dinner takes place on the 14th 
(Tuesday next), when we shall feel pleased to meet them in good numbers.—W. R. 
MATTHEWS, sec, 

PRINCE ARTHUR PISCATORIALS. 

During the last fortnight several of our members have weighed-in fish, although 
scarcely anything worth reporting has been shown in the club-room, except some 
very nice roach, taken by Mr. Hayward on the 5th inst., several of which scaled over 
3lb, On the 6th inst.,a meeting of some of the West-end angling societies was held 
in our club-room to discuss matters relating to the better preservation of waters 
rented by the Anglers’ Association. Mr, Buttery, of the Westbourne Park, took the 
chair, and explained the objects of the meeting to the representatives of the clubs 
present. Although twenty invitations were sent out, only six responded to it, and it 
was unanimously resolved to adjourn the discussion until Friday, the 17th inst, 








when it is hoped that each club that received an invitation will not fail to send, at 
least, two members to represent it at the meeting. A vote of thanks was passed to 
Mr. Buttery for presiding, and the meeting terminated at 10.30 p.m.—J 
HARRIS, sec. 

RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 8th inst. at the Horseshoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C. Very few members were out on the 5th inst., and I have to 
reporta blank. I had the good fortune to hook a good jack, and the bad luck to 
lose it, after playing him for ten minutes; but there is some consolation in the 
probability of the fish that bites and breaks away, living to bite some other day. 
Whoever hooks him, I wish him better luck than that which fell to the lot of—C, 


PIGGOTT, sec, 
RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting on the Sth inst. was well attended; Mr. Philip 
Geen in the chair, and Mr. Dickinson in the vice-chair, Many subjects of import- 
ance were discussed ; amongst others, the desirability of considerably increasing 
the annual subscription of members, It was pointed out by several speakers that 
the desire of the society was to give generous encouragement to such movements 
as were likely to improve the sport of angling, and acting upon this desire, votes 
of money were so frequently made as to leave their treasurer nothing but the 
society's indebtedness to him to treasure. Hither the society must be a little less 
generous with their funds, or members must contribute a larger sum per annum. 
Notice was then given that at the annual meeting on January 26, a resolution would 
be moved that the subscription be increased. The annual dinner of the society, 
which will take place on January 12th at the Station Hotel, is likely to prove a 
great success. A smoking concert has been arranged for Monday, the 24th January, 
under the direction of Messrs, Taman and Perkins, who have already secured some 
unusually excellent talent for the occasion, Fish were conspicuous by their absence ; 
but next week I hope to have the pleasure of recording the capture of large takes 
of pike, or rather takes of large pike, as our chairman and Mr. Temple will fish a 
private lake in Norfolk, and our vice-chairman and friend some strictly preserved 
pike-waters in Oxfordshire—not Blenheim Lake. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 5th we were saved a blank by Mr. Hotham, who managed to find a perch 
in the Windsor water. At the meeting held on the 6th, it was decided that the 
letter received from the T.A.P.S. be responded to, to the amount requested. In con- 


| sequence of the prizes offered for competition among the members taking part in 


the 8. L. competition at Windsor on the 5th not being taken, it was proposed by six 
out of eight of the donors that they be competed for on the 12th. All members 
clear on the books up to date to be allowed to go where and fish how they like ; 
bank only. Prizes to remain as before.—PIXItz. 

SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The third competition of the above took place at Windsor on the 5th. ; 66 entered, 
but, owing to the great change in the weather, only 50 competed. Messr3. J. Smith 
and J. Hotham pegged-out the swims. The drawing for swims took place at Athens 
about 10.30, and was carried out by Messrs. Field,.Tyler, and C. A. Pocock, and at 
4 o'clock the following was the result :—lst, Mr. Dawe, jun. (A.P.), dace, 1540z. ; 
2nd, Mr, Freeman (U.B.), barbel, 1330z.; 3rd, Mr. Evans (A.P.), gudgeon, 4oz. ; 4th, 
Mr. Pugh (Marlborough), dace, 302. ; 5th, Mr. Pinder (St. Alban’s), roach, 2402. The 
weighing-in took place at the Waterman’s Arms, just off the Brocas, near the Bridge, 


| where, after having partaken of a good tea, we packed upin time to catch the 
| 5 o'clock train for London.—PIXxIE. 


ST, JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At our usual weekly meeting on Friday last we had the pleasure of listening to a 
highly interesting report of the day’s netting of the reservoirs of the Hast London 
Water Works. The report was given by Mr. F. Thorling, who was present on the 
occasion. We were all highly gratified to hear of the success of the day’s work. 

Jn the 5th inst. Mr. C. Jeffreys saved us from a blank by weighing-in an extra- 
ordinary roach.—JOHN BATTENSBY, sec. 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above club fished in the South London match at Windsor 
on the 5th inst., Mr. J. W. Freeman taking second prize with a barbel; Mr. H. 
Haynes weighed-in three small jack. Other members were out, bus returned with 
blanks.—H. TYLER. 
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SEASONABLE DINNER TO THE THAMES RIVER-KEEPERS. 


Tur Committee of the Thames Angling Preservation Nociety having given 
permission to get up the customary entertainment to the river-keepers, which 
includes those in the employ of the Thames Conservancy, the lock-keepers, and 
a number of fishermen and others who have rendered most effective assistance in 
the protection of the fishery, an appeal is now made for the necessary funds to 
provide a good and seasonable dinner, and all travelling and other expenses of the 
men. Contributions of half-a-crown each are solicited, and plenty of appreciative 
anglers and others ought to be found to respond willingly and cheerfully to it. 
7, [ronmonger-lane, Dec. 8, 1886. W. H. Brovucuam. 


A NEW “MULTIPLIER CASTING” REEL. 


Messrs, SMITH AND WALL, of Birmingham, wholesale manufacturers of fishing 
reels, send us a very ingenious novelty. In the first place, it is an excellent 
multiplier. Doubtless, some readers will say no multiplier can be excellent ; we 
only speak from experience. Years ago a friend read in Mr. Francis Francis’s 
‘‘ Book of Angling” the author’s advice to possessors of multiplying reels that 
they should “give them away.” Our friend acted on this advice and gave us his 
multiplier, and we never had a better reel. The grand advantage of a multiplier 
is that it enables you to wind in quickly ; one turn of the handle of this reel 
sends the spool round nearly three times. 

But the novelty in this nicely-made winch is that by pressing a trigger you 
can disconnect the spool. The object of this arrangement is to permit of a light 
bait being cast from the reel. ‘Io prevent overrunning, there is a brass stud on 
the back of the winch, which is lightly pressed as the cast is made. Directly the 
bait touches the water you press the trigger, and can then wind in with the 
multiplier. It will require a little practice to master this winch, but we think 
it quite probable that it will become a favourite with many anglers. The 
Americans would appreciate it for bait-casting. 





SALMON POACHING AT GUISBOROUGH.—At the police court, Guisborough, on 
Tuesday, before James Merryweather, Hsq., and EH. B. Emmerson, Hsq., Joseph 
Kearsley, Castleton, and Joseph William Kearsley, a boy, his nephew, were charged 
on the information of William Bradley, water-bailiff (Danby), with being unlaw- 
fully in possession of a gaff on the river Esk, on Sunday, the 28th November. Mr, 
W. Brown, clerk to the Board of Conservators for the Esk Fishery District, prose- 
cuted, and Mr. Wm. Richardson (Messrs. Buchannan and Richardson, solicitors, 
Guisborough) defended. The defendants were seen by the water-bailiff about the 
Esk at a point between Castleton and Westerdale atabout 10.30in the morning, The 
boy was carrying the gaff. As soon as they found they were watched, the elder 
defendant jumped into the beck, had the gaff handed to him by the boy, and, before 
the water-bailiff could get to him, secreted it. They afterwards made off in different 
directious, the man fording the beck up to his waist. ‘The shaft of the gaff was 
afterwards found hidden in the bank, but the hook part could not be found. At the 
suggestion of Mr, Brown the case against the boy was dismissed on account of his 
tender age, and because of the probability of his being simply a tool in the hands o 
his uncle, The man was fined £2, and ordered to pay both sets of costs, ae 
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GENERAL LEE—MEMOIR3 OF ROBERT E LEE, HIS MILITARY 
AND PERSONAL HISTORY. By A. L. LONG, formerly Military Secre- 
tary to Gen. Lee, afterwards Brig.-Gen. and Chief of Artillery Second 
Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, together with Incidents relating to his 
Private Life ; also a large amount of Historical Information hitherto un- 
published, Collected ; and Edited with the assistance of MARCUS J. 
WRIGHT, formerly Brig.-Gen. Army of Tennessee, and Agent of the 
United States for the Collection of Confederate Records, One Vol., 8vo, 
700 pages, cloth extra, 18s. 

With Steel Portraits of Gen. Lee, Steel Plate Reproduction of the beautiful 

* Recumbent Statue,” by Valentine, and Maps from the Originals used by Gen. Lee 

during his Campaigns. 


STUDIES IN SOCIAL LIFE: A REVIEW CF THE PRINCIPLES, 
PRACTICES, AND PROBLEMS OF SOCIETY. By GHORGE OC. 
LORIMER, LL.D., Author of “The Great Conflict,” “Isms Old and New,” 
&e., &e, Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. 


Now Ready, at all Booksellers, One Shilling, 
HARPER'S MAGAZINE CHRISTMAS NUMBER. Complete in itself. 


With Fifty-seven Illustrations and Plates. 


OUTLINE OF CONTENTS. 
WHEN CHRISTMAS COMES. A Drawing by Edwin A. Abbey. Frontispiece. 
THE BOYHOOD OF CHRIST. By the Author of “Ben Hur.” With Seven 
Illustrations drawn by Alfred Braintot and S. O. Merson. 
MERE VENUS: a Story. By George H. Boughton, A.R.A. 
Illustrations by the Artist. 
POLLY: a Story. By T.N. Page. With Five Illustrations by E. W. Kemble. 
SALLY IN OUR. ALLEY: a Song. By Henry Carey. With Eleven Illustra- 
tions by Edwin A. Abbey and Alfred Parsons. 
THE MOUSETRAP: a Farce. By W. D. Howells. Illustrated by Reinhart. 
THE WHITE GARDEN: a Story. By H. L. Bradley. Illustrated by A. 
Fredericks, 
WOOD NOTES. Written and Illustrated by William Hamilton Gibson. 
THE KING OF FOLLY ISLAND: aStory. By Sarah O. Jewett. With Ilus- 
trations by Frederic Dielman. 
BLIND WILLIE: a Story. By D.J. Farjeon. &c., &c., &e. 
“6 Harper's Magazine,’ crdinarily one of the most popular serials, is exceptionally attractive in 
its Christma;sissue. . . . . ‘the illustrations throughout the number miintain the high standard 
of excellence? which has made * Harper’ so ua'versal a favourite,”—The Daily Telegraph. 


“Distinguished by the beauty and charm ef its woodcuts, which are in the best available style 
ofart. . . . The letterpress is of unusually high-quality.” —Zhe Globe, 


RANDOLPH CALDECOTT: A PERSONAL M&MOIR OF HIS EARLY 
ART CAREER. By HENRY BLACKBURN. | With 172 Illustrations, 
nearly 100 of which have been hitherto unpublished. Square 8yvo, cloth 
extra; 14s. 

“ We do not hesitate to give a high pla-e among the C. rietmis books of the year to the memoir 
of Randolph Caldecut*, one whose peicil charmed so many with its graceful humour. Re ta 
Th«se drawings are nothing less thin delightful; so various, sy genial, and so. full of taste, and, when 
the occasion serves, of a sense of beauty are they.” — Spectator. 


LAWRENCE (SERGEANT WILLIAM), THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF. 
Hdited by the Author of “A Day of My Life at Hton,” “ About Some 
Fellows,” &c., &c. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s, 


“ A specimen of a kind of biography which is only too rare in our literature is this Autobio- 
graphy of Sergeant Wiiliam Lawence. r It presents the story of the memorable Peninsula 
and Waterlvuo campaizns from a point of view seldom present-d, that of the common soldicr. The 
candour of the author wa3 remarkable, . . The book, from beginning to end, is full of living 
interest and individuality ; and ths editorial function hss been discharged with much judgment by 


Mr. G. N. Bankes.”— Scotsman, 
NEW WORKS BY THE AUTHOR OF “IN THE LAND OF THE LION AND SUN.” 


PERSIA AS IT 18. Being Sketches of Modern Persian Life and Character, 
By Dr. C.J. WILLS. Crown 8yo, cloth extra, 8s. 6d. 


“ Just such @ book as those who wish to mingle infurmation and amusement desire to possess 
—Scotsman., : . ; 

“Thus gratified by residence, knowledge, and popularity, Dr, Wills draws for us a most interest- 
ing picture of the Persians in their outer and inner life. . . . . We have let Dr. Wills speak for 
himeel/, aud have only to say tbat his book is utterly unaffected, fall of keen observation. ans 
Diuws te pleasantest picture of the Wnglishmaa abroad we have seen for a long time,” —Spectator, 


NAPOLEON AND MARIE LOUIS#: 1810-1814. A Memoir. By MADAME 
LA GENERALE DURAND, First Lady to the Empress Marie Louise, 
Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

‘© The author of these memoirs, Madame 1, Générale Durand, was placed in a very favourable 
position to hear and know much that even those about the Court were unable toasce. tain, she having 
been first lady to the Empress Marie Louise from her arrival in France to the abdication of Napolcon 
in 1814. . Those who enjoy historical detail, pleasant anecdotes, and a sparkling style, 
cannot but find agreeab e reading in the present volume.”—Jlorning Poste 

“Ts assuiea of popularity with English readers.’—Saturday Review. 


LA With Tive 


” 


ee > ¥ 
THE WARS OF QUEEN VICTORIA'S REIGN. By the Hon, Mrs. ARMY 
TAGH.~ Crown 8yo, cloth, 5s. 
“Wrilten with simplicity and intelligence.” 
“An intelligible accouat of the wars of halfacentury. . ._ The author has managed to 
put a considerable amoun. of life isto the narra‘ive.”—St, James's Gazelle, 


TWO N&W STORIES BY JULES VERNHE, 


MATHIAS SANDURF. By JULES VERNE, Fully Illustrated. 
crown Sv9, cloth extra, gilt edges, 10s. 64. 


“ Christmas without Jules Verne would be a sad time for many English boys.” —Saturday Review. 

“Phe reader soon finds that he is in the hands ofa master. Toere a'e many authors nowadays 
—how many we cannot pretend to guess—who attempt this kind of wriling, and some achieve no 
little success in it; butwe think that none canivival M, Verne... . . We do not know of any 
of M. Verne’s books that we should be inclined to put before this.”—Spectu/or, 

“ Jules Verne’s ‘ Mathias Sandorf’ isa huge volume, written ia the style that we know, and 
containiay 109 illustrations. , It is a most thriliiag work.’—Athenaum. 


—Suturday Review. 


Square 











a 


THE LOTTERY TICKET: A TALE OF TOLLEMARKEN. By JULES 
VERNEH, Fully Illustrated. Square crown 8yo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 


7s. 6d. 


: “The Lottery Ticket’ ought to prove popular with all schoolboys and schoolgirls who delight 
in hait-breadth escapes and excitement wrought up to the highest pitch.”—Pall-Mall Gazette. 


THE PLEASURES OF A PIGEON FANCIER. By the Rev. J. LUCAS. 


With Illustrations, three in Colours. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, price 5s, 
“Your book is very delightful to me in many ways.”—John Ruskin, 


JUBILATE! AN OFFERING FOR 1887. From MARTIN F, TUPPER, 


Author of “ Proyverbial Philosophy,” &c. Crown 8vo, sewed, ls, 


NEW WORK BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE GATES AJAR.,” 


THE MADONNA OF THE TUBS. By ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS. 
With Forty-three Original Illustrations by Ross Turner and George H, 
Clements. 12mo, cloth extra, gilt top, 3s. 6d. 


THE STARTLING EXPLOITS OF Dr. J. B. QUIES. Ilustrated with 
125 very humorous Designs by F, LIX, Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt 
edges, 7s. 6d. ‘ 


“<The Startling Exploits of Dr. J. B. Quiés’ is a book by itself, and far above the brightest of 
those we have been reviewing. Itis admirably translated from the French of Paul Céli¢re by Mrs. 
Cashel Hoey and Mr, John Lillie, . . . . It overflows from first to jast with delightful French 
humour. . . . . Weshall only add that there are 120 illustrations, and that they are in every 
way worthy of the text,”— The Times. 

“This enchanting book should become one of the most popular among the season’s novelties 
The artist’s work is worthy of Berta‘lin his prime.”—Suturday Review. 

“There is hardly a page in it that does not contain a mirth-moving incident.— Spectator. 


‘THE BOOK FANCIER; or, THE ROMANCE OF BOOK COLLECTING. 


By PERCY FITZGERALD. Fcap 8vo, cloth extra, bevelled boards, 5s. 


“ Amusing and agreeable to read. There is bard|y a branch of the sport of book-hunting that 
he does not tuuch on ; he is always diverting.”—Su/urday Review. 

“The beok is full of facts that are at once curious and interesting, and which forms a valuable 
cox<ributioa to the curiosities of literature.”— Sco/sman, 

“ Mr, Fitzgerald’s work is full of curious details of book-hunting. . . . . May depend 
upon appreci ition at the hands, respectively, of those who have long rejoiced in literary treasures. 
Mr, Fitzgeraid nas brougat together a variety of interesting information,’’—The Globe. 


A GENERATION OF JUDGES. By their REPORTER. Giving Sketches of 
the Lives of Cockburn, Lush, Quain, Archibald, Kelly, Cleasby, Willes, 
Byles, Martin, James, Mellish, Thesiger, Holker, Amphlett, Hall, Hatherley, 
Malins, Cairns, Jessel, Karslake, Benjamin, Phillimore, and Watkin 
Williams. Crown 8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

“ A very fair and sympathetic account of Sir Richard Amphlett, who was taken by Lord Sel- 
borne from Lincolu’s Inn to the difficult task of infusing the spirit of equity into the administration 
of the common law, is among the reporter’s best performances. His bovk, though it has not the 
humour and fancy of ‘ Scintillee Juria, is thoroughly good reading, ‘from title-page to colophon.’ »— 
Daily News, 


TO LAKE TANGANYIKA IN A BATH-CHAIR. By ANNIE B. HORE. 
With Portraits, from Photographs of Jack and the Authoress, and Maps 
of the Route and Lake Tanganyika, by E. C. HORE, F.R.G.S. Crown 8vo, 
cloth extra, 7s. 6d. 


NiW WORK BY THE AUTHOR OF “MARVELS OF ANIMAL LIFE.” 


THE IVORY KING: A POPULAR HISTORY OF THE ELEPHANT 
AND ITS ALLIES. By CHARLES F. HOLDER, Author of ‘“ Marvels of 
Animal Life.” Large crown 8vo, with many Illustrations, cloth extra, 
8s. 6d. 
“This is an interesting and useful book, dealing with a subject which is attractive to young 
and old. Mr. Holder tells his story in a direct and simple manner.’’— Atheneum, 


sé This is just what a pop ilar account of the elephant should be—lively, anecdotic, and as com- 
prehensive as a reasonable limit of space will permit.”—/S?, James's Gazette, 


NEW NOVEL BY JEAN INGELOW. 


JOHN JEROM£: HIS THOUGHTS AND WAYS. A BOOK WITHOUT 
BEGINNING. By JEAN INGELOW, Author of “Off the Skelligs,” 
* Fated to be Free,” “Sarah de Berenger,” and “Don John.” Crown 8yo, 
cloth, 5s. (Issued in Low’s “Standard Novel” Series.) 


HIGH LIFE AND TOWERS OF SILENCE. By Mrs. MAIN (formerly Mrs, 
Fred Burnaby), Author of “ The High Alps in Winter ; or, Mountaineering 
in Search of Health.” Crown 8vo, Illustrated, cloth extra, 10s, 6d. 

“ This is a very readable book.”— St. James's Gizette, 
“ The accounts of some of the asc2nts are truly marvellous, when it is remembered that they 
were made by a lady.” —TZhe Field, 


Published under the direct sanction of her Majesty the Queen, 


LOW’S HANDBOOK Tv THE CHARITIES OF LONDON: giving the 
Objects, Date of Formation, Office, Income, Expenditure, Invested Funds, 
Bankers, Treasurers, and Secretaries of over a Thousand Charitable Insti- 
tutions. Fiftieth Year. Revised according to the latest Reports, Small 
post 8vo, sewed, 1s. ; cloth, ls, 6d. 

“Jt gives a great deal of useful inf rmation respecting over a thousand charitable institutions.” 

—St. James's Gazette, 


MISS ALCOTT’S LATEST STORY, 


JOS BOYS AND HOW THEY TURNED OUT. A Sequel to “ Little Men.” 
By LOUISA M, ALCOYPY, Author of “ Little Women,” &c, Small post 


8vo, cloth extra, 5s, 


“ Our readers will find this last chronicle as charming as any of its predecess ors.” —Spectator. 
“ Girls who have read ‘Little Women, and thetwo volumes which contain that delightful story, 
will need no eulogy to introdace to them this, the concluding volume of the series," —Siandard, 
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AWARDS. 





ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 
satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


Steeicd Rods, &c. . j | A a 
iy j ¥ 





y . FIRST TIME 
Without above Mark THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. a 
neti ey Mea SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. EXHIBITING. 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :;— 
“My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0). This was two seasons ago, I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quits good for the chances of 1886. They are, in short, the 


best lines I ever had.” 4 
Rk. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ [T have used the IMPROVED ‘ACME’ Line last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVE GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. ‘ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 
Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell’s New Patent ‘'Whiplash” Taper are now So'ely Manufactured by us with and without 


Metal Centre. Pree 21d. and 3d. per yard. 
THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price in the market. Price 1s.3d.and 1s. 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 








MANUFACTURED BY at H EK 
FORTHE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 
alter Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 


REDPATH & CO. COMIC | NCLER 
Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TWEED. 
Kels, and Suckers. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, | POST FREE FOR S!X STAMPS. 
WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
Established Upwards of Half-a-Century, The Ludicrous Experiences of an 0ld Sportsman 
Specialities. Best Goods. 
By A. G. BARTLETT. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
9, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


atent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 














AS es 
CALEDONIAN HOTEL, | | 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. POsT FREE FOR SIX STAMPS OF THE 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is th ” 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with MANAGER OF THE FISHING GAZETTE, 


refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to tbe club tariff. 
This Hotel, from its retired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING’ CROSS, and being 12, and 18, Fetter Lane, London, 


within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 


SSS ssc sss 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 
ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast, from 8 to 1lo’clock. Table d’Héte P EK R OO P KE R & € iO 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Te1and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can a 





arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin Se 
eer 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, 1s. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls, Sitting-room Fire, per COOPER COOPER AND CO. not only SELL the 
ay, Is. 6d. Gate : ae . = 
oie yy bgt ip nts Bee pe with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and SEL L MLaibed ane Uotele sale oi tis suoteanmariotes tt Tentaeaeele 
g Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. Se st bt . et Scar Aare ya : 
ay and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken. THR ete See at oy hig gs aerated eet ee 
> . 6d., B .e i are all trst- 2 








FI this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
NEgr prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour ; 


others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 


ESTABLISH ED TWO CENTURIE Ss. among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 


they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
I O N A N D D E iG iG, E R respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
5 careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 


from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 


rey o ny 1 cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
Manufactur el S of every Descr iption of TH varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TEA, 
Wo Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
S Pf { NJ G ; A C K i = RID Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Fae cc poe 
. Establishments—63, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
LO cireus, W.; 35, Strand, WiCsnies Waesthoure® rove, W.; 334, High 

(BEST QUALITY ONLY), Ces Holborn, W.C., Iondon, ; = ine 


GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, Is. per Box; Post Free, 1s, 3d, 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDOy srinse, Ec, || COOPER COOPER & CO.,, 


Que minute's walk from Monnment Station, District Railway, EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDCN. 





—— tc OOO. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C, 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED-JOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 











THE 
tf 
DESIDERATUM ” FISHING BASKET. 
Regd. No, 25,692. 
New Catalogue Now Ready. Telephone No. 2620. and Net. 


Improved Girth for 
Carrying Basket 


New 
FOLDING HANDLE 
AND NET. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL SPLIT CANE RODS, 


Perfect in Action, Balance and Finish. Surpassed by nonein the Market. 


WARHER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS. 


“The most perfect Hook that can be inmagined.”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885. 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See Vhe Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan. 23rd, 1886. 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 
SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
' Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art, 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER’S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &c. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 











OUR ILLUSTRATED 


DOUBLE XMAS NUMBER 


Will be Published on 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 


NO EXTRA CHARGE IS MADE FOR THIS NUMBER, AND 
ADVERTISERS WILL FIND IT A MOST VALUBLE ONE 
TO ADVERTISE IN, AS IT WILL BE WIDELY CIRCU- 
LATED, IN ADDITION TO THE LARGE ORDINARY 
SALE. 


EL LS St 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below), 
30 minv‘_s for Chelsea, 


40 = Putney. 
. 45 A Hammersmith, 
50 % Barnes, 
Add 55 rf Kew. 
75 i‘ Richmond, 
80 ¥ Twickenham, 
85 ; Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2'o’clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 
Saturday, December 11 0 <p 1.33 var ot 1.52 
Sunday, rs 12 eas 430 2.12 ae Wee 2.32 
Monday, Gravts a 2.52 Say Ue te 3.12 
Tuesday, FA 14 nae we 3.34 597 oa 3.56 
Wednesday, f 15 AOC Ace 4.18 ei o¥2 4.40 
Thursday, * 16 ara ak 5.3 ac ave 5.27 
Friday, 7 17 sce ; 5.54 vee aoe 6.20 


ae River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Ketter-lane, London 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

More rain means more water, and with the ditches well filled and the land fully 
charged every shower or fall of rain soon gets into the river, and it could not 
come at a more unfortunate time, just as the perch were beginning to feed, and with 
every prospect of some good perch-fishing. The weather for some time has been of 
a very changeable character. From the reports up to Wednesday the fishermen 
were all hoping for some customers to try for the perch and jack; but Wednesday 
came in so boisterous and squally, their hopes, like the vanishing lady, soon dis- 
appeared. The result of the recent dinner of the T.A.P.S. has been the accession of 
ten new members, anda strong desire to maintain its strength and usefulness. Ina 
financial point of view, from the report of the dinner committee, the occasion was 
one of significant success, and the attendance has far exceeded the summer gather- 
ings. It wasa new yenture to take it to the Holborn Restaurant at a popular price : 
put the result has shown that it was received with great fayour, and some of the 
angling clubs who use the Thames were largely represented, if weshould get any- 
thing like a flood of water at the present time, it will have the effect of bringing 
the lamperns up to the weir at Teddington, and as there was a bad season for the 
fishermen last year, it is hoped they will have a good one t2 make up for it. 

ANGLING RESULTS, 

RIcHMOND.—George Platt, in two half-days, got seven dozen of roach and dace. 
Christopher Brown, in oneday, 24lb. Henry Mansell, in six days, 701b. ; and Henry 
Howard, in one day, four dozen. 

TWICKENHAM.—J. Dobbin, in two. days, 28lb. of roach and dace. Pert Ham- 
merton, in half a day, seven dozen of dace. John Spong, in six days, 651b. of roach 
and dace. Henry Spiers, in four days, twenty dozen. Edward Finch, in three days, 
eight dozen, and an addition of six bream. Samuel Cole, in three days, 24lb., and 
three and a half brace of perch. George Coxon, in two days, six and a half dozen, 
and R. Coxen, in four.days, twelve dozen. 

TEDDINGTON.—Joseph Baldwin, in two days, five anda half dozen of roach and 
dace, and W. McBride, in one day, three jack. The fish in the tidal waters, with one 
or two exceptions, are not feeding well. 

Kixqston.—John Johnson, sen., writes :—“I have been out with Mr. Rolls, of 
the White Horse, Hampton Wick, who is a subscriber to the T.A.P.S., and got three 
and a half brace of fine perch, a jack of 51lb., and a barbel of 2Ib., the latter having 
taken a live bait on the paternoster tackle. The perch were from three-quarters of 
a pound to 141b, each. We had to return seventeen smaller ones. There are plenty of 
perch, but they run small.” 

HAMPrTon CourtT.—William Milbourne says :—‘‘I have been out one day amongst 
the perch and taken forty-two brace. Most of them were returned to the river as 
they were not worth retaining. There was only eighteen brace that could be kept. 
James Hedger, one day, three jack, the largest 8lb., and John Smith two jack. The 
water is in good condition for jack and perch fishing.” With Wednesday’s storm the 
latter idea will be changed. 

SuNBURY,.—Mr, Streatfield, with Herbert, in two days, nine brace of perch. Edward 
Clarke, in five days, sixty-three brace of perch, seven dozen of roach and dace, and 
one jack. H. Clarke, in three days, sixteen brace of perch and eight dozen of 
roach and dace. A man in the employ of Mr. Clarke in one day got tour brace of 

erch, 
r Wa.tton.—Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, with H. Searle, a jack of 4b. 

DockettT Pornt.—James Haslett, in one day, eleven brace of perch. 

STAINES.—Charles Hone, in one day, ten brace of perch and one jack, and 
another day, with Mr. Jones, three chub, the largest 3lb. 130z., and three brace of 
perch. John Keene, jun., in five days, fifty-four brace of perch, four jack, and 
twenty-six chub. 








UPPER THAMES. 

The river as I write is still in angling order, and fish are being had at most sta- 
tions ; but the severe rain storms of Tuesday and Wednesday nights will assuredly 
cause a push of water, and the late trim of the Thames for angling purposes will 
unfortunately be sadly interfered with. Jack have been well on the move, but the 
sizes have been poor, dozens of fish everywhere having to be returned. Perch have 
been ravenous ; but here again two-thirds of the captured ones have been put back. 
Roach have been had for the asking, all the good bags being taken from mid-stream. 
Bray.—E. Andrews, with Mr. Taylor, five jack; J. Chapman, with patron, three 
jack. Cookham.—Mr. Worman, with fisherman W. Jones, three jack, 13, 6, and 21b., 
and some grand roach. Hurley.—Here Major Smith and Mr. Troupe have been 
amongst the roach, the former gentleman one day this week getting 201b. from one 
swim in the stream, gentles being used for bait. Thursday evening.—River rising, 
but fishing with success obtainable. Wind N.W., with slight signs of frost.—MAR- 
LOW BUZZ. 





Thames (Goring). . 
Water very thick and rising ; every prospect of a flood, Nothing much doing 
here this week ; my best day being two jack, largest 8lb, Thursday : Prospects bad 
for some time to come ; it will take a week to get the water in order again for all- 
round fishing, if it keeps fine.—JOHN RUSH. ; 


Thames (Monkey Island). 

River all wrong ; no prospects of fishing fora week or two, During the last fort- 
night we have had some fair takes of chub, jack, and perch. With the exception of 
a few chub they ran very small; but any amount of them—perch—the same, No 
trouble ta gatch perch ; but six out of eight had to be returned, It shows there are 
plenty, and in the course of a year or bwo we really onght to have good perohs 
fishing. —R, PIWUMMER, SEN, ; : 
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Thames (Windsor). _ } 5 

At a special meeting of the Windsor and Eton Angling Preservation Society, held 
at the Bridge House Hotel, Eton, on the 7th inst., it was decided to purchase 15,000 
ova for these waters in place of the 5,000 originally proposed. The ova which will 
be consigned from Sir Gibson Maitland’s fishery at Howietown, Stirling, to the 
National Fish Culture Association to be hatched out, will be returned as fry, and 
distributed by members of the association in the most suitable waters under its 
protection. With the river in such a turbid and swollen state, but little can be 
done by anglers for at least a week, unless it is a few roach and perch, fishing with 
tail-end of lob-worm. Before this thick water came down, and since my last report, 
a jack of 11lb. has been had by Hoare, of Datchet. A member of the Richmond 
Piscatorial Society also had three weighing 16lb., and Mr. Manning, of Windsor, 
three, largest 431b. A few other small bags have been made, but not worthy of 
mention.—B, R, BAMBRIDGE. 





Ancholme (Caistor). 
The waters were ice-bound during the greater part of last week, so angling was at 
a standstill. To-day we are having a heavy gale, with rain, hail, and snow. Pro- 
spects for coming week very bad.—THOMAS Forp. 


Bure (Norwich). 

Some good sport with jack has been experienced on this river, especially on the 
Broads; but though numbers are good, I have not heard of any large fish being 
caught, that is to say, over 121b, Still time is young yet, and I have no doubt but that 
before the winter is over we shall have some good news with regard to large grand- 
fathers. Prospects better than on the Yare.—R. Mout. 


Chichester. 

Heavy gales and rainstorms have much clouded the Sussex waters, the rivers in 
the upper districts being bank-high and deserted. At Chichester the canal is high 
and discoloured. A few small roach have been taken, but up to the time of despatch- 
ing this article I have not heard of any pike or perch being taken. I have no news 
from Selham or the Ouse. Weeds are now tolerably clear, and with fine weather 
good sport should be had with perch and pike. Weather this (Thursday) evening 
more settled, with every appearance of frost.—Grorau F, SALTER, 


Dove and its Tributaries. 

As we write a violent storm of wind and raimis raging without. This has succeeded 
some days of wet weather, which had gone far to mix earth and water in a way that 
prohibited the pursuit of the art piscatory here amidst the hills; and now that 
falling chimney-pots, limbs of trees, and other débris have been introduced on the 
boards, sport prospects are still less brilliant. There is one comfort to be derived 
from the present state of affairs—i.c., the fate that debars the use of the rod also 
vetoes the net. The wind that has been raging these 24 hours past would render 
any net to be met with in these parts quite unmanageable. We hear of a few fish 
being landed from the Okeover length the latter part of last week with the fly (the 
Red Tag) by Capt. Barnes; also of a few from below Rocester with the Cock-winged 
Dun on Thursday last.—FosteR Bros., Ashbourne. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—The stormy weather during the past week has rendered regular 
fishing impracticable. The only catches worthy of mention was that of one boat 
which landed about 2,500 herrings ; and on the same day another boat secured about 
ljcwt. of conger. Very heavy gales have prevailed during the past few days, with 
occasional severe hailstorms, Wind veering from S. to W.N.W. Weather to-day 
stormy, heavy gale of wind from N.N.W.—E. Comer. 

Lake District. 

During the past week we have had a succession of high waters, and the latest fish 
have been running. There are probably more salmon and sea fish in the Kent than 
there have been for many years, and spawning is going on under favourable cir- 
cumstances, The number of trout, too, on the “ redds” has been altogether excep- 
tiona'ly large, and some of the earliest spawners are beginning to go back. I am 
sorry to have to report that disease is becoming more common than was expected, 
and the number of sick fish in the river seems to be increasing. The Kent, Mint, 
and Sprint are all well stocked with spawning trout, as they are with younger fish, 
and anglers agree that angling prospects have not been so rosy in the district as to 
the quantity of fish for some time. If disease only keeps off, all will go well. I am 
sorry to say that G. E. Wilson, Esq., of Dallam Tower, one of the Kent conservators 
and proprietor of the estuary nets, died at his residence this morning —EPHEMERA. 

Leicester, 

The weather has been remarkably unsettled during the week. On Tuesday and 
Wednesday a violent gale, accompanied by very heavy and continuous rains, passed 
over the district, Fishing became almost impossible, and those few anglers who 
ventured out were but poorly rewarded for their efforts, With the exception of a 
few brace of pike and chub nothing has been done in the Leicester preserves this 
week, The waters in the outlying districts have fared but badly as regards attend- 
ance. On Thursday the wind had subsided somewhat, but the rain continued to 
fall at intervals rather sharply, Waters running very high, and are very much 
discoloured,—ALERT. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both streams are very much coloured, and have risen, Fishing in them has been 
very dull this week, and but few fish have been landed. The maggot was the best 
bait at the beginning of the week. The Pinsley is high and coloured ; little fishing 
done in it of late—GWYNNE. 

Lower Derwent (Derby). 

In the early part of the week, a fair amount of grayling-fishing was done in the 
Ambergate and Whatstandwell lengths, both with the maggot, worm, and fly. Pike- 
fishing has been rather slack, and only a few jack have been taken, During the 
latter portion of the week the weather has been exceedingly boisterous, so much so 
that the fishing has been nil,—G, R. B. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

River in full flood, and will not be fit for angling for several daysx—Ye MEpway 
WATER RAT, 

Ordnance Fishery (Sewardstone). 

Should we have no immediate repetition of the present rough weather, this 
favourite water will be in capital fishing order by Saturday or Sunday next. The 
present heavy run of water having enlivened the fish, and no doubt brought down 
some more large jack ; some good, sport should be obtained. I beg to report the 
following takes :—Mr, A. Bennett, 51b. of roach, and two jack of 2lb, each, and a 
6lb. jack ; Mr. Lenhardt, one jack of 2ilb.; Mr. W. Garbredt, one jack of 3lb., and 
one of 2lb.; Mr. W. Lee, one jack of 34lb.; Mr. H. Wrighs, one jack of 41b., and one 
of 3lb. ; Mr. Dillingham, one jack of 2lb,; Mr. Lambourne, one jack of 2lb. Many 
other fish haye been taken during the past few days, but not shown.—J. C, T, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

At the beginning of the week sport was very good, jack feeding well; but since 
the 6th the weather and water have put a stop toall kinds of sport. The rain has 
been falling to cause another flood, the river full and meadows covered, and very 
thick,and will not be fishable for the next fortnight. Prospects bad. Subscriptions 
are required for fishing.—H, Rout. 

Trent (Newark). 

The very sharp frosts of last week have been succeeded by tremendous storms of 
snow, rain, and wind, which very soon melted the ice, and has caused the river to 
bowl down in high flood ; to-night (Thursday) it is still rising, and every appear- 
ance of avery big flood. Since last week no sport has been had that I can hear of ; 
it will be very little good going till the water clears down, as the snow-broth is in 
the river, and, according to the present look-out, it will be several days yet before it 





clears down anything like. I have, after all, a little item of sport to record, viz., 
Mr. Norledge, one day, latter end of last week, got nine very nice jack out of a private 
pond, but the fish don’t seem to run very large in it—the weights were : 6, 6, 5, 5, 44, 
4, 34, 33, and 31b.—THE TRENT OTTRR, 


Trent (Nottingham). 

The weather has been most unfavourable for angling pursuits since Monday, and 
scarcely any anglers have ventured out. Heavy rains have fallen, and when our 
report was despatched on Thursday night, the river was bank fall with the water 
still rising. On Monday a few lots of dace and roach were killed with worms and 
maggots at Barton and Trent Lock ; and in the former fishery Mr. H. Coxon landed 
some chub with the aid of bullock’s pith and brains. This bait before the change 
accounted for some grand takes of the fish named. Mr, Bragg, Nottingham, has 
forwarded for preservation to Mr. Stanley a splendid dace, weighing 1430z. ; and one 
of 11302. was recently killed in the Erewash, which joins the river at Barton, by 
Mr. H. Spray, of the same town. A great change in the weather must take place 
before any kind of angling is practicable-—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Teme (Ludlow). 

The water has now risen very high, and is muddy since the very heavy rains we 
have had of late, Fishing has been quite at a standstill, the rough windy and 
rainy weather compelling the anglers to abandon it. The tributaries are all very 
high and muddy ; no fishing done in them.—S, Lupuow, 


Teme (Tenbury). 

The Teme in this district is now quite out of fishing order, having, after the late 
rains and bad weather, run very high and are much coloured. At the first part of 
the week a few anglers were out, but little sport was had, The Rea, Kyre, and 
Ledwyche are all out of order and are high. WoRCESTER. 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 

After the tremendous storm of Wednesday last, we have had a very large flood, 
and the river will not be in fishing order for some days. A very fine dog otter was 
killed on Tuesday last, weighing nearly 20lb., which can very well be spared 
from this river, as there are very much too many of them about this district, 


Waveney (Beccles). 

Pike anglers have not yet had a fair chance this season, and the takes, with but 
one exception, have been small. Several fish from 3lb. to 5lb. have been taken, and 
Mr. R. Cowles, of Stratford, had a good run of luck last week after several days’ 
unsuccessful fishing. He landed a nice fish between 111b, and 121b., and two between 
5lb. and 61b. each, and one or two smaller. These are the largest fish taken up to 
present time, and if reports are true there are still larger ones to be caught. Owing 
to the sudden thaw and heavy rainfalls this week, chances of sport are nil for at 
least a week or ten days,—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

The weather has undergone a complete change since this week commenced ; an 
alternation of snow, rain, hail, and wind has again brought heavy floods down the 
Yorkshire rivers, which will interfere with grayling-fishing for some time to come. 
Last Saturday both weather and water were perfect for worm-fishing, and some good 
catches were made. Mr. Geo. Hellewell, fishing in the Harewood length, had a nice 
basket of thirteen fish ; while Mr. J. Walker, of Utley, and Mr. Smith, Suttle, also 
did well higher up the river near Pool. I was out myself on the Wharfe, and killed 
nine grayling that weighed 9lb.; this is an extraordinary average for the lower 
Wharte : my largest fish scaled 1/1b., the next size 11b, 2oz., a couple 11b, loz. each, 
and the rest 1lb., orjust under, I got them all with worm. I might fish for fiye 
years and not perform the same feat again. The nearestaverage I have ever had to 
this dish was of twelve fish that weighed 91b., off the same length of water,— 
FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 

Wye and Derwent. 

Since my last report grayling have been feeding well, mostly on lob, brandling, 
and cockspur worms. I have been attending on a London gentleman who has been 
staying at the Edenton Hotel, Chatsworth, for several days, and he has had most 
excellent sport, killing baskets nineteen, eighteen, and sixteen anda half brace of 
good-sized grayling of a day. We had the best sport in foggy and very severe 
weather ; in fact, when it froze so hard that the line would not run through the 
rings of the rod for ice. Sport with the fly has been but middling, very few natural 
flies out, and scarcely any fish rising. Since Monday we hada very great deal of 
rain, snow, and sleet fallen, which has completely put a stop to fishing altogether ; 
in fact, the Derwent is bank full this morning. Thursday, angling prospects looking 
bad for next week.—GborGH JAMES HATON. 

Yare (Norwich). 

Pike-fishing on this river during the last fortnight has varied, the weather having 
qeen very uncertain ; but, still, take it all in all, on days when fishing was practicable 
those who ventured out had fairly good sport. Catches of four, eight, ten, and six 
teen are reported ; but the largest fish only weighed 10lb. I was out with two 
companions for two hours, and we landed eight ; the weeds caused the loss of nearly 
an equal number. I cannot say that sport, on the whole, has been good, and the 
prospects are (to-night) very uncertain ROBERT MOLL, 


Se SD 


SALMON DISEASE ON THE SOUTH AND NORTH SSKS. 


DvrinG the past month large numbers of salmon suffering from fungus have 
been seen in the North and South Esks, and numbers have been picked up by the 
bailiffs and buried. It having been decided by the Southesk Fishery Board, 
with the view of clearing the river of diseased fish, to have it netted from the 
Brechin dam dyke downwards, that was done on Monday. The work was 
carried on under the superintendence of Mr. John Don (of Messrs. Shiell and 
Don, Clerks to the Board), Mr. James Johnston (of Messrs. Joseph Johnston 
and Sons, tacksmen), and Mr. Fraser, District Superintendent. The principal 
pools from the Brechin dyke to the Arn Pool were fished, and at the whole of 
them, except at the Stanneries Pool, diseased fish were got. At Brechin dyke 





74 salmon, 25 grilse, and 3 trout were landed, and out of that number 8 diseased 


fish were got. At the Stanneries 10 salmon were landed, all in a healthy con- 
dition. At the Cut Pool the take was 45 salmon and 23 grilse, three of which 
were labouring under fungus. At the Craig Pool out of 7 salmon and 2 grilse, 
one was diseased ; and at the Arn Pool 35 salmon, 7 grilse, and 3 trout were 
netted, only one of which was diseased. All the healthy fish were, of course, 
returned to the river, and in numerous cases (not included in the above list of 
diseased fish) where fungus had just begun to manifest itself it was scraped off 
and the fish put back to the water. In numbers of cases, however, the tails of 
the fish had completely rotted away, and in others the disease had attacked the 
heads, which were soft and spongy as frosted turnips. Prior to dragging the 
river, Mr. Young, Fishery Commissioner, was: communicated with, who heartily 
approved of that being done, but recommended that the diseased fish should be 
buried a considerable distance from the river. ‘Those taken from the Southesk 
were carted to Montrose and sent to the manure works. They averaged over 
15lb. each. Large numbers of diseased fish, it is stated, are to be found ia the 
shallows and sides of the river, ahd these, of course, were not attempted to be 
taken out on Monday, so that the above catch of diseased fish does not by any 
means represent the extent of disease existeut in the Southesk. In the Northesk, 
it is stated, disease is even more rampant, and it may be expected that the 
Northesk Board will also have that river netted, and as far as possible cleared 
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of diseased fish. There seems to be a general consensus of opinion amongst 
practical men that net-fishing should be allowed to continue until the middle of 
September on both of the above rivers. During last September, for instance, 
little rain fell, and the rivers were very low, with the result that on the Northesk 
the pools in the lower reaches got crowded with fish, which lay heaped above 
each other, and every pool was converted into a nursery for disease.-—Dun dee 
Advertiser. 





“SKETCHES IN PROSE AND VERSE.’* 


To the ever-increasing number of nature-loving poets must be added the name 
of Mr. F. B. Doveton, author of “ Sketches in Prose and Verse,” for his poetry 
chiefly excels in its depiction of the varying aspects of woodland, grove, and 
stream. It is not often the jaded reviewer meets with poems as ‘‘ In the Olden 
Time,” ‘‘ The Rustic Beauty,” and “ Without and Within” so permeated with 
that Chaucerian delight in Nature’s simple beauties. Take, for instance, the 
following lyric chosen at random, and entitled ‘“‘ The First Crocuses and Snow- 
drops” ; its fidelity gives it the stamp of true poetry :— 


THE FIRST CROCUSES AND SNOWDROPS. 


Te 
They gladden my eyes on this dun-coloured day ! 
I weave fairy visions of joys yet unborn, 
When the lanes shall be white with the blooms of sweet May, 
And wild woodland music awake with the morn! 
These, Amabel’s snowy arms shaming ; 
Those, flambeaux-like, brilliantly flaming. 
Into earth’s chilly lap the too prodigal spring 
Her gold and her silver doth lavishly fling. 
TI, 
With the rich blooms of summer they may not compare— 
She who makes the green meads and the shadowy vales 
One gorgeous garden—unspeakably fair— 
Swept softly by scented mellifluous gales ; 
But to me they are dearer—far dearer— 
As proving spring nearer and nearer. 
She woos us once more, as she wooed us of old, 
With a glittering armful of silver and gold! 


In many of his poems Mr. Doveton also evinces a deep sympathy with human 
feelings and aspirations, reminding us forcibly of that master of combined 
pathos and wit, ‘Thomas Hood.” This is apparent in such poems as “The 
Sick Toiler in the Garret,” ‘“ My Study Fire,” and “The Last Farewell.” He 
likewise excels, as the writer named, in humorous verse and parody, the closing 
pages of his volume containing genuine skits on the various foibles and follies 
of these high-pressure times. The book is well printed, and we feel sure its 
freshness of style will make it a welcome addition to the best volumes of 
Nineteenth-Century verse. Mr. Doveton is an old contributor, both in prose 
and verse, to our columns, and we heartily wish his volume every success, 





PEEL-FISHING. 


“ ALL right, sir, I'll wake ye up, never fear !” 

These were the parting words of the village fisherman as he left my lodgings 
one fine June evening, after an hour or two spent in examining, discussing, and 
arguing as te the merits and de-merits of sundry flies and lines of London manu- 
facture. 

_[ was spending a holiday in a small Devonshire village on the borders of 
Dartmoor, and within easy reach of numerous rippling streams. The place 
hardly merited the name of village, for it only consisted of five houses, of which 
the one I was staying at was by far the most important. It was partly farm, 
and partly inn, and in its slate-floored kitchen the shepherds and farm hands 
used to assemble of an evening to smoke and play at table skittles. Occasionally 
a gamekeeper would drop in to have a glass of home-brewed beer, and a chat 
about the crops and local news. ‘The man, however, who most interested me 
was a quiet old fellow living in a cottage on the banks of the stream, and reputed 
to be the best fisherman in South Devon. He only came in at rare intervals, for 
almost the whole of his time was spent by the river banks, and I believe that he 
had never been known to return from his day’s fishing without having a good 
basket of trout as the reward of his labour. 

Whenever he happened to be home from his excursions sufficiently early, he 
used to come round to my rooms, and over a pipe and a glass of hot grog spin 
yarns by the hour about his sporting experiences. He had been a devoted 
fisherman since the time when he was first allowed to hold a rod, and had spent 
all his time since then by the river-side. Being naturally of a thinking dis- 
position, he was full of theories and interesting thoughts about the inhabitants 
of the woods and streams, besides haying many quaint superstitions fostered by 
his solitary life. 

We made several fishing excursions together ; but at the end of the day’s sport 
my basket always looked contemptibly small by the side of hislarge well-filled 
creel, although we fished with the same kind of fly, and same thickness of cast. My 
ambition, however, was to get hold of some of the large peel which abounded 
in a river some little distarice off. There was very little chance of being 
successful unless a spate came down, and never did an angler more anxiously 
scan the clouds for some sign of rain, and hope against hope for the welcome 
flood. 

My holiday was rapidly drawing to its close, and the chances of the bright 
clear water becoming coloured seemed to be growing gradually smaller and 
smaller ; so that at last I became desperate, and induced Harding—for so the 
piscatory oracle was named—io arrange to go with me, and see what we could 
do under such adverse circumstances. 

“Tt wuuna be much use, I’m thinking, as ther dunno seem to be a chance of 
a bit of rain. The minner won’t doa bit of good, so [ll just tie ye a flee or 
two as may be will find a fush on the feed. Ye must be down by the water by 
break of day, though—it be the only time they sport at all now.” 

Such was the sorry picture the old fisherman drew when I spoke to him on 
the subject. I expected to have to get up early, but hardly anticipated the pleasure 
of getting out of bed at the unearthly hour this necessitated. The difficulty was 
how to wake at the time fixed, for none of the people inthe house would be astir 
at that time, and I knew that I should never rouse myself, unless called. My 
window was not very far from the ground, so Harding proposed that I should 
tie a piece of string round my wrist and allow the end to pass through the 
casement so as to hang like a bell-pull outside. I did not altogether like the 
plan ; but, no other solution of the difficulty presenting itself, I agreed to do 
as he advised. 











* “ Sketches in Prose and Verse.” By F. B. Doveton. London : Sampson Low, Marston, 
Searle, and Rivington, 183, Fleet-street, Price, 6s, 








After spending the evening, preceding our excursion with me discussing all 
manners of subjects relating to sport, Harding left in good time, his last words 
being the ones with which I have commenced this article. Bearing in mind the 
wisdom of the saying, about early retiring, I got into my bed almost before day- 
light had departed, and for some time vainly endeavoured to go to sleep. It 
seemed a very long time before I succeeded, for I hardly seemed to have closed 
my eyes before a tremendous haul at the line attached to my wrist brought me 
in a huddled mass on the floor, and caused me to shout, in, Iam afraid, no very 
friendly tones, “ All right! ” 

Through the faint light I could distinguish the dim'outlines ofa figure stamp- 
ing about in the cold, and sucking at a short pipe which glowed with varying 
degrees of intensity as the owner pulled vigorously at its stem. It did not take 
me long to dress, and after collecting my tackle and finishing the glass of milk 
and sandwich my landlady had provided for me, I joined Harding outside, and 
we started on our tramp across the moor. 

A damp mist from the ground rose to a height of about 5ft., and caused the 
tops of the trees to gradually shade down to nothing as though they were 
suspended in the air. The damp seemed to cling to everything, and got so un- 
pleasantly down our throats that we mutually suspended conversation, and 
tramped along immersed in our own thoughts and the appreciated pleasure of 
our pipes. 

After about three miles’ steady walking we arrived at our journey’s end just as 
the grey light was becoming stronger and clearer before the uprising of the sun. 
With hands that trembled from the effects of the cold, we put our rods together, 
and running the line through the rings, fastened on a cast and two of the home- 
made flies. 

The place was one of the loveliest pieces of rivér scenery I have ever seen. 
The path to the water’s edge led down a shelving cliff whose sides were covered 
with short grass and splendid mosses, while numbers of ashes and birches 
mingled with rough forest growth toned down the harsh aspect of the rocks. A 
short distance up-stream was a disused mine, with all its buildings and massive 
machinery. It must have been years since it had been worked, for Time had 
done his best to soften the harshness of the structure by covering the walls 
with bright green climbing plants, while the yellow-red of the rusting ironwork 
showed up in pleasing contrast to the lichens and mosses on the woodwork. The 
other bank rose abruptly from the water’s edge, and was covered with huge 
trees, whose bushy foliage swelled upwards in all the varying shades of green. 


Just in front of me was a deep pool, said to contain shoals of large peel. A 
large oak-tree spread its boughs across the stream, while one or two rocks jutting 
out made it anything but an easy place for casting. To add to the difficulty, 
there was a strong rapid a short distance down, the snags and boulders of which 
meant certain destruction to the strongest of tackle. 

The stream struck against the rocks on the opposite side, and rolling away in 
swirling, wavy fashion gave every promise of being the home of big fish. I 
elected to start here while Harding went up-stream. One or two peel were 
coming to the top, but whether they were feeding or playing it was hard to say. 
I carefully fished the run down without rising a fish, so passed on to the 
broken water below. ‘The peel, however, would not look at the fly ; but, in- 
stead, I caught about a dozen trout, varying in size, from a diminutive 
specimen only worth returning to the river, to a comparatively large fish 
of 10oz. 

On getting back to my starting place I found that my companion had managed 
to secure a brace of fish weighing 131b. and 2lb. respectively. This roused me to 
fresh exertions, so changing the flies to some of a smaller pattern, I again fished 
down the oak-tree pool. Just as I reached the eud of the cast a good fish rose 
to the tail fly, but, unfortunately without touching it ; I gave him a few 
minutes’ rest and then tried him again. He came at it like a bull-dog, and, on 
smartly striking, I found that I had hooked him. He shot like anarrow up and 
down the pool, and then, to my horror, made for the rapids. I saw that 
my only chance was to rush into the water, which at that spot was only 
about a foot deep. It was no sooner thought of than done ; but before I 
could get in my slack line the fish flashed by me, and inan instant my bent 
rod sprung back and the broken line flew into my face. 

Iwas awfully chagrined at first at my bad luck ; but then did what most 
anglers do on like occasions—at down on a bank, and, liyhting my pipe, pro- 
ceeded to remedy the damage. As I was giving the finishing touch to the 
flies, Harding came up and proposed that, as it was nearly eight o’clock, we 
should go up to the keeper’s cottage, which was close at hand, and have some 
breakfast. I was terribly hungry, so assented to the proposition at once, and 
we accordingly made our way up the cliff in search of the morning meal. While 
we were having a chat with the water bailiff his wife cooked one of the peel, 
and ina marvellously short space of time had a splendid breakfast set out on a 
table under one of the trees. After we had finished the keeper recommended 
me to try a fly that had been taking fairly well lately. It was a dull slate- 
coloured fly, dressed hackle fashion and ribbed with gold twist. Harding did 
not care to fish any more, so taking my rod I went down to have a final cast 
before returning home. 

After fishing down the rough water without getting a rise, I came once more 
to the oak-tree pool, and casting carefully across, rose and hooked a fish in the 
very same spot that I had previously done so. I did not give him time to follow 
his predecessor's example, for rushing into the water, I made as much stir and 
commotion as I could, and after some minutes’ play, managed to get him into 
the upper pool. Here it was all clear sailing, and although he fought long and 
pluckily, the odds were against him, and he was at length forced to yield, and 
received the coup de grace. He turned the scale at 33lb., and was in the pink of 
condition. When displayed with the trout had caught it looked a very fair basket. 
I continued fishing for some time after this ; but not getting evena rise, packed 
up,and joined Harding. It was a glorious fresh morning, and we thoroughly 
enjoyed the walk across the moor; but arrived home feeling that we had 
done enough work for one day, and disposed to fully appreciate a lazy 
afternoon. 

The next day but one I had to return to town, and, of course had the pleasure 
of travelling in a steady downpour, that I knew full well would produce the 
longed-for spate. I had not much to grumble at, however, for the weather all 
along had been splendid, and although I had not scored heavily with the peel, 
still, I had enjoyed many a successful day’s tramp by the riverside after the cele- 
brated Devonshire trout. eres 
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HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—During every break of wintry weather exertions should 
should be made by the afflicted to recover health before unremitting cold and trying storms set in. 
Throat ailments, coughs, wheezings, asthmatical affections, shortness of breath, morning nausea, and 
accumulations of phlegm can readily be removed by rubbing this fine derivative Ointment twice a day 
upon the chestand neck. Holloway’s treatment is strongly recommended with the view of giving 
immediate ease, preventing prospective danger, and effecting permanent relief, These all-important 
ends his Ointment and Pills can accomplish, and will surely prey ent insidious diseases from fastening 
ou the constitution to display themselves afterwards in those disastrous forms that will probably em- 
bitter life till death itself is almost prayed for. 
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THE STATUE TO IZAAK WALTON IN WINCHESTER 


CATHEDRAL. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—By permission of the Dean and Chapter of 
Winchester Cathedral an Uluminated Parchment Scroll, giving a 
list of the subscribers to the Izaak Walton Statue Fund, will be 
placed in the archives of the Cathedral on the occasion of the cere- 
mony of unveiling the statue. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS, 


Si Osaceths 
Amount already acknowledged ............... Do. 0 md 
The Manchester Anglers’ Association ...... 1 1 O 
Geo. Jackson, Esq. ~..... Pamereee- Mined Ses We wees) 
Jobn .Crogier, dad .Siiresv..s.se<ssteeceneors SE ORTON) 
Professor W. H. Corfield, M.D........ Bahan iLL Sa () 
Marcus H. Lewis, Esq. co nevigis genase a sya +> aen) ae) an? 
And. GAATTOUls TSG ie: scirsaescaunenn te crsuet uke seaeeeet ame an 
Boke Mchachian, Wesd.tsvcccestavs<spsscswncesees 1m) GLO aay 
F Hall, bed. oes Serene See PU E a avatere Veg Ie ke 
The Bradford Waltonian Angling Society. 1 1 0O 
Birmingham and Midland Piscatorial 
Association .......... Pacbos co decebseVande tenets 3. Mo: oO) 
BAG ceil 


Subscriptions can be sent to R. B. Marston, Ed. FISHING 
GAZETTE, Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet-street, London. They should 
be marked “for Walton Statue Fund,” and will be acknowledged in 
the GAZETTE. Anglers who would like to be connected with this 
movement need not hesitate because they cannot afford much. 








ON CLASSIC GROUND. = 


GENTLE Piscator, if it should ever fall to thy lot, as it did to our- 
selves, through the perversity of railway officials, to get ‘“ hung up,” 
in the Tennysonian sense, at the quiet city of Salisbury, let us 
persuade thee by our experience to visit the last resting-place of 
Master Izaak Walton, jun., in the Cathedral there. 

We had come through meadows radiant with marsh-marigold and cuckoo- 
flower, and so our digestion for things Waltonian was in no way impaired by 
the announcement of having to wait two hours before we could proceed on our 
journey. 

Now, the waiting-room of a country railway-station is not the most solacing 
of comforts to an active mind, and so we left it in favour of a saunter through 
the old Cathedral City. Wending our way down Fisherton-street, we were 
very soon pulled up by the quaint old mill (the Town Mill) which stands right 
across the Avon ; but much more interested were we to see one or two very 
fine “trouts” lazily catching what stray particles the disturbing mill-wheel sent 
in their way. A remarkable trout was taken in this stream on the 19th June, 
1884, by Mr. E. W. Gawthorne, a local angler. The fish was beautifully marked 
and weighed ne less than 14Ib. loz., its length 301in., and its girth 2lin. We 
believe Mr. Gawthorne has had this fish stuffed—this Jack of Trouts ! 

Passing away somewhat regretfully from the Mill stream, we proceed by 
Silver-street to the Market Cross, one of the finest in the kingdom (except that 
memorable one of Tottenham on a certain May morning), though we are afraid 
the cares of other things are too distracting to the citizens to permit them to 
turn their attention to this ancient relic and its preservation. On the left, in 
Minster-street, some of the quaint old timbered houses may be seen, and we are 
reminded by their appearance of one that once existed not far from the corner 
of Chancery-lane, and in the occupation of Master Izaak Walton, linendraper, 

We go down Minster-street, and soon enter the spacious market-place, to-day 
deserted and bare. On market days we believe this is the scene of unusual 
animation and disturbance, and the broad Wiltshire dialect would strike terror 
in the heart of the gentleman who has been used to the language of the 4-mile 
radius of Charing-cross. Proceeding across the market-place in a south-easterly 
direction, we are pointed out the ancient bull ring, whereat the bull was wont 
to be baited—not, we think, a contemplative man’s recreation. Near this spot 
tradition hath it that the Dake of Buckingham was beheaded in the reign of 
Richard III. 

We take a hasty glance at the Council House, and regret that the time at our 
command will not permit us to see the portraits of some of Salisbury’s ancient 
citizens deposited there. 

We are now in Catherine-street, having left the Red Lion on our left, where 
the celebrated eels for which Salisbury is noted form the dish of the house 
We were told that a supply of eels was always kept in a tank ready for con- 
sumption. ‘The hostelry in front of us, with its classic front, is the White Hart, 
and thinking a glass of Salisbury ale would do us no harm, we indulged to that 
extent. Below the White Hart is the King’s Arms, a favourite rendezvous of 
the Royalists in the days when Izaak was with us in the flesh. 

Before passing under St. Anne’s Gate to the precincts of the Close, we are 
directed by a sign-post to the Museum, where are many local curiosities, such as 
the stocks, the giant (St. Christopher), carried in procession by tke Guild of 
Tailors, and others. We now enter the Close, and are not long before we are 
enraptured by the perfect building of the splendid Cathedral of Salisbury. 
There is one thing which we consider adds considerably to the view of the 
cathedral, and that is the beautiful lawn-like turf with which the ground on 
which it stands is covered. We enter its sacred walls by the north 
porch, and passing along the nave, lose no time in making our 
way to where we are told rests all that is mortal of the Father of 
Anglers’ son, Izaak Walton— Hujus Ecclesie Canonicus Residentiarius ”—so 
the stone hath it, and who died on the 29th December, 1719, aged 69. ‘ Requi- 
escat In pace,” say we as we turn our steps towards the vestry to receive our 
full measure of Waltonian joy by gazing on the handwriting of the worthy 
angler himself. For here, in the library of this Cathedral Church of Sarum, are 
to be found what should make, gentle reader, thy heart go pit-a-pat. Here 
thou mayest turn over the pages of those books that the worthy Izaak so often 
lovingly scanned, and so profitably benefited by. But here, musing over so 
much that crowds upon one’s memory at such a time, thou art reminded, by the 
stroke of the cathedral bell, that thou livest in this nineteenth century, and thy 
business calls thee along a road which Izaak never travelled. 

And so, emerging a little hurriedly into the High street, we have hardly time 
fo glance at that picturesque old Easley the George, where Magter Samuel 
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Pepys ‘‘lay in a silk bed, and very good diet” ; but the charges were more than 
Master P. had bargained for, and so he was “mad.” And so were we that we 
had to leave so much unvisited. Tiny Tim. 





ANSWERS. TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


INQUIRER.—We do not think yeu can do better than draw all the water off, then 
catch and remove the fish. The leayes and mud should be cleared out, and will 
be found to make good manure. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.”—T, B. Pritt. 








[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by owr Correspondents. } 


JOHNSON’S (2?) DEFINITION OF AN ANGLER. 


Srr,—The following is from ‘“ Notes and Queries,” 3rd S., Dec. 15, 1866, p. 472, 
and proves that the original idea is much older than is generally supposed.—I am, 
&e., EDWARD HAMILTON, 


“Dr. JOHNSON’S DEFINITION OF AN ANGLER. 


“* A stick and a string, a worm at one end and a fool at the other,’ has been fre- 
quently quoted as Dr. Johnson’s description of a man angling; but the other day 
I met with some French lines conveying an exactly similar sentiment. These were 
written by Guyet, who, if he was Martial Guyet, died nearly a hundred years before 
the great lexicographer was born. They are as follows :— 


“ Messieurs, je suis pécheur, eb pécheur a la ligne, 
J’en fais ici Paveu, ce cas semble peu digne, 
De vos graves esprits ; car on ]’a dit souvent, 
La ligne, avec sa canne, est un long instrument. 
Dont le plus mince bout tient ua petit reptile, 
Et dont l'autre est tenu par un grand imbécile,’ 


“ Dr. Johnson was too fond of enacting the literary braggadocio to his sycophantic 
followers in a London tavern to have a taste for the simple pleasures of angling. 
Still, anglers owe him a great deal, for it was by ‘the instigation of an ingenious 
and learned friend, Mr. Samuel Johnson,’ that Moses Brown published his first 
edition of Walton’s ‘Compleat Angler’ in 1750, when the original was almost 
entirely forgotten. 

“Johnson also promised, about the same time, to write a life of Walton; but I 
fear that he never seriously set about it. “ WILLIAM FINKERTON.” 





S1R,—Through the kindness of Mr, T. C. Hughes, in the Literary World, I 
learn that this is neither Swift nor Johnson; but a trauslation from ‘a French 
writer, name Guyet, of the 17th century. Where arewe now? In haste—Yours, &e, 

Tiny Tim. 





ANTI-NIAGARA WATERPROOF. 

Si1r,—I beg to inform your correspondent, “J.,” that I have not fallen into an 
error with regard to my waterproof ; if anyone has fallen into an error, it is simply 
“J. himself. What practical “angler” would think of wearing a tight waterproof ? 
He would feel like a“ hogin armour.” “J,” must evidently take me for a novice; I 
can assure “J.” that Iam nothing of the kind. I have fished for many years—one 
day in each week throughout the year, whether wet or dry, and have many times sat 
through eight hours of rain when there has been a gooa chance of sport, and the costly 
so-called waterproofs have been anything but waterproof. We all know that there 
is a certain amount of perspiration, but not sufficient to make the coat wet through, 
as “J.” would lead us to suppose. I can only reiterate what I have stated in my 
former letter—if any “angler” wants a really waterproof coat at a small cost, he 
can get one. Iam s0 satisfied with the coat, that I have asked Messrs. Cooper to 
make me a very light one that I can use when spinning or fly-fishing.—I am, &, 

‘ ALFRED MACKRILL, 


THE RE-NUMBERING OF HOOKS, 

Sir,—With regard to the resolution which was passed at the meeting of the Red- 
ditch Angling Club the other evening—that the town of Redditch, its trade and 
interests, have been unfairly treated in the columns of the FIsHiInc GAzerre— 
though you appear to attach a little blame for putting it to the meeting, permit 
me to say, as [ was president of the club and chairman of the meeting, it was my 
duty to put the resolution and take the sense of the meeting. 

I was pleased to see your letter of explanation in the Redditch Indicator of the 
4th inst., and I think, so far as you are concerned, it will be quite satisfactory, aud 
may remove some prejudice which I know existed in the minds of some of the Red- 
ditch people against your paper. But what about Mr. Cholmondeley-Pennell, who 
called the fish-hook mauufacturers ignorant and pig-headed in their own business 
to an almost incredible degree, simply because they could not fallin with his whims 
respecting the numbering of hooks. 

With regard to these remarks, I am still of the opinion expressed in my letter 
to you of the 20th ult.—that they were unzentlemanly and unmerited, and that 
he owes the Redditch fish-hook manufacturers an apology for having made them, 
and I can assure him, until he has made or withdrawn the remarks, he will remain 
very low in their estimation, forit is quite clear he was very ignorant of the subject. 

I was very pleased to see in your letter that you say “you do not defend the 
remark made by Mr, Pennell; that you certainly did not think it would have given 
the offence it appears to have done, or you would not have inserted it.” You also 
say ‘‘ Mr, Pennell is quite capable of taking care of himself.” This he certainly 
tries tod», No matter how wrong he may be, he never seems generous enough to 
allow other people to have an opinion, or to differ from him in the slightest degree 
without making some unkind remarks about them. 

With regard to the reform (as it is called) in the numbering of fish hooks, of 
which we have heard so much of late, I should like to ask, How can manufacturers 
be expected to alter their present method of numbering, in face of the wide diversity 
of opinions that have been alvanced of late? Mr. Pennell, taking the lead, says, 
because the fish-hook makers do not number their hooks according to his whims, 
that they are “ignorant and pig-headed ;” that “they are flooding the market with 
hooks that are an outrage on every principle of mechanics.” (GAZETTE, Oct. 23rd.) 

Mr. A. H. Gribble, in the “ F. G.” of Noy. 20th, mak2s some good and sensible 
remarks on hooks, and, as he is a practical fisherman of 32 years’ experience, he should 
be an authority. He says (among other things), in reference to Mr. Pennell’s principle 
of mechanics, that “he applies his mechanical theory without sufficient reference ta 
fect,” 

“J. F. A.” in “F.G.” 20th ult., says : “ Manufacturers should recognise one scale 
of sizes as a standard by the letters A, B, and C ; and if at any time the unit of the 
stindard was reduced by a sti!l smaller hook, it could easily be represented by Aa, 
Aaa.” It is really a waste of time to write such nonsense. I beg to ask, What sense 
can there be in substituting the twenty-six letters of the alphabet for our present 
simple numbers of 1, 2, 3, &c., and covering our labels with A’s? 

“PL RS.,” in“ F. G,,” Nov, 27th, says; “Why could not makers of fish-hooks give 
us the value in fractions of an inch of the opening of the hook, and put a label ta 
that effect outside their packets? This would be a certain remedy for the confusion 
at pregent prevailing,” He says; “The best unit appears to him te he the twentys 
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fifth of an inch; then, for example, an Englishman ordering a packet of hooks 
numbered 1, 2, 24, and 3 (absolute scale) would have hooks sent to him respectively 
1, 2, 23, and 3 twenty-fifths of an inch wide from point to shank.” [mustsay ‘ F.R.S.” 
makes the confusion he speaks of worse confounded “ J, H. W.,” “F.G.,” Noy. 27th, 
in his remarks on hook-numbering, appears to have got hold of a correct idea of what 
is causing the confusion, stupidity, pig-headedness, &c., that have been attributed of 
late to book manufacturers, He says :—‘ The present state of things is really 
intolerable. I have just picked up three angling books (recent ones) ; the first, 
speaking of trout flies, uses the oaly numbering I happen to be acquainted with, the 
obvious result being that everything the other two writers have to say on the sizes 
of trout flies (a not unimportint point) is utterly incomprehensible.” 

I am quite of opinion had it not been for these literary fishermen, who have got 
quite out of their depth, and know little or nothing either about fish-hook-making 
or their numbers, that the abusive remarks would not have been made, 

I hope we have arrived at the conclusion of this unpleasant matter. I am quite 
sure the Redditch fish-hook makers have been wrongly represented, and are misunder- 
stood, If it is recognised that they are willing to do all in their power to meet the 
wishes and requirements of their customers in every possible way, and if our cus- 
tomers continue to order their hooks from usas they have done previously by numbers 
well known to all the world, and established ever since hooks were first made, all 
difficulty and confusion will be atan end, All the other details will continue to 
have our most careful attention— such as making to patterns, to drawings, making 
hooks with eyes, special kerbs in the bends, making long and short shanks, fine and 
extra-fine wire, &c., Kc. 

By doing this, and keeping to our present simple method of numbering, we shall 
be studying the best interests of our customers as well as our angling friends.— 
Ian, &c., ALFRED BOOKER, 

Midland Fish-Hook Works, Redditch, Dec. 7. 





HOOK-NUMBERING. 

S1r,—Will you add to your former courtesy that of permitting me a few final 
lines in the “ F.G.”? With regard to my letter in your issue of the 20th Nov., and 
Mr. Pennell’s in that of the 27th, [ ask your readers merely to compare them once 
again, and then to r:fer to Mr. F. Francis’ * Book on Angling,” especially to the 
plate of hooks near the end, and to the remarks on salmon hooks, carefully noting 
the part omitted in Mr, Penneil’s quotation, I did not use the word “ ranking,” 
but “raking.” I intended by “Mr. Francis’ pattern” simply the one which he 
recommends, As to rank barbs, I left off using those ever since I lost several trout 
in succession in the spring of 1879 when using Mr. Pennell’s pattern. I bought 
several dozen such hooks at that time from Messrs, Hutchinson, of Kendal, whose 
other hooks are above praise.—I am, Xc., A, H, GRIBBLE. 





FORMATION OF A NEW FISH PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

Srr,—I am pleased to say another angling association has been formed to add to 
the present numerous list—viz., the Highbridge Angling Association, with Mr. E. 
Chauning president, and Mr. A. E. Jones vice-president. ‘The object is mainly for 
the better preservation of the river Brue, which has been extensively netted of late 
years, and to form a unity amongst the numerous anglers of the neighbourhood. We 
have managed to preserve about two miles of the best swims in the river, from 
Huntspill Bridge to Bason Bridge, the river between those two points containing 
some fine and numerous samples of carp, roach, and dace. Ifany of the usual 
summer visitors hailing from Bridgwater, Weston, Yatton, or Bristol care to join us, 
I will be pleased to give them every information in my power.—I am, Xc., 

Mayfield House, Mark-road, Highbridge, Dec. 4. JNO. BROWN (Hon. Sec.). 





RED-FLESHED TROUTL IN PERTHSHIRE. 
Sir,—In Dr. Hamilton’s article on Loch Leven trout in your issue of the 4th inst., 
it isstated there is only one loch in Perthshire in which red-fieshed trout are found. 
I beg to inform you, in the loch connected with this hotel (Loch-na-Craig) the trout 
are as pink as salmon, and as many as six dozen, weighing over 21lb., have beea 
caught in one day by a gentleman, fishing from half-past eleven, forenoon, till six 
o'clock in the afternoon.—I am, &c., 
Breadalbane Arms Hotel, Aberfeldy, Dec. 5th, 


THE OUSE BELOW ST. IVES. 

Srr,—I observe in your angling “ Notes” of Nov. 20, on the “ Fishing in the Ouse 
below St. Ive’s,” that you wish to gather some information respecting this fishery. 
As an old “Ouse angler,” I think Ican give you some information which may be 
us2ful to some of your readers, who think of having a “turn” at the Ouse. 

I have fished that portion of the river between St. Ive’s Staunch and Harith 
Suspension Bridge, summer and winter, for over thirty-five years, and up to within 
the last four years sport was always to be had; in fact, it was so good that I never 
cared to go farther a-field. The character of the river I have no doubt is pretty 
well known; but I may say briefly that there are some very large and deep holes, 
magnificent shallows with gravelly bottoms, and skirted with large beds of rushes, 
and some capital “lay by’s” well out of the stream. 

In the summer season, about the middle of June, I used to commence with the fly 
for chub, and a little later for roach. The best flies were the ‘“ Soldier” and “red” 
and * black’ Palmer ; and if the fish refused these, a‘ Hofland’s Fancy ” was put on ; 
and if that would not tempt them, you might pack up and “toddle” home. But, 
fortunately, I invariably found them willing to rise, and always returned home with 
my basket filled with fine chub, roach. and rndd—chub up to 4$lb. each, roach and 
radd up to 2lb. The flies I used were dressed on No. 3, 4, and 5 hooks, and always 
p-inted with two gentles. 

Noted spots for large chub and roach were Drayton Shallows, Holywell 
Reach, Swavesey Gravel, and Overcourt Shallows, whilst the deep water just 
above Bluntisham Staunch afforded some capital bottom-fishing for roach, boiied 
wheat being the favourite bait. Perch were also plentiful all along the fishery ; 
good takes were the order of the day. Pike-fishing commenced in October, and I 
used to fish through the winter up to March, and sport was generally good, a blank 
day being quite exceptional. 

I have repeatedly taken eight or ten fish in the day, weighing 3lb. to 10lb. 
each, and now and then a larger fish of 12lb. or 13lb. L have known pike to be 
taken up to 25lb. weight. You will see by my account of the fishery thus far that 
fish were plentiful and sport good ;:in fact, the water was literally alive with fish— 
every step you took along the bank you would see large chub and roach dart off 
from the side, whilst the surface of the water was continuously disturbed by fish 
rising. And now whatisit? You may throw a fly from morning till night, and 
your reward will be a few small bleak and roach, alvuhough once or twice during the 
summer some of my friends have succeeded in taking one or two chub in the day, of 
a decent size; but they are exceptional fish, and have evidently escaped the net, or 
come down from the upper waters, 

The last time I fished the water (about two years since), the surface was 
absolutely undisturbed, and it appeared as though every fish had been taken out, As 
to the pike-fishing, it is on a level with the fly-tishing—one is taken now and then, 
but they are very scarce, and many a fisherman returns with an empty creel and 
quite disheartened at the cruel way the river has been used. As: for myself, I have 
not fished it for upwards of two years, I tried and tried until I found it quite 
useless going, so I determined not to go again until things improved ; but 1 am 
always making inquiries of those who still persevere, and the general reply to my 
query, *‘ Any sport?” is a shrug of the shoulders and shake of the head, anda strong 
expression of anger against the poachers, 

I have made numberless inquiries as to who the miscreants were, and find they 
were some loafing scamps residing in the district, who are always hanging about for 
something to turn up; and I believe they had a quarrel with Metcalfe, the local 
fisherman at Holywell, who, rightly or wrongly, claimed the right to the fishery, 
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They disputed his claim, and setting him at defiance, netted the water, and, as you 
will gather from this letter, they did it most effectually, and it will be years before 
it can be so well stocked as it had been for the previous thirty years. 

The St. Ives Angling Society has taken a port‘on of the water as far as Overcote 
under its care, so that netting is stopped so far ; but lam afraid lower down poaching 
: rife, and there is but little prospect of a return of our palmy days on the Ouse,— 

am, &¢., 

Inveruglar House, Cambridge, December 6. A. T. ELLIs, 

A NOTE FROM NOTTINGHAM. 

SrrR,—Previous to the frost some good sport was obtained among the pike at 
Weston, and some very large fish have been landed ; the keeper reports one of 181b., 
several 101b, and 12lb, each. The coarse fishermen have done fairly well, and good 
baskets of roach and perch were made, In the Shardlow length pike fishermen have 
met with moderate sport. 

A friend had a nice fish the other day, from Clifton, 9}b. 

On Saturday some good fish were caught in the canal at Hickling, one going 10lb. 

I can indorse your correspondent’s experience about water-rats eating fish. Some 
years ago, I and my father were fishing a barbel swim near Newark. In the middle 
of the day the barbel went off the feed, and dace came on ; I should think we caught 
a stone weight. It being a very hot day, and wishing to preserve the fish, I placed 
them under a tall fence that came down to the water's edge. On going for them 
at night, they had everyone gone ; you could see where the rats had dragged them 
down their holes by the scales being left. As there was no house within tivo miles, 
we concluded they were water-rats that took them. 

That they will eat other things besides vegetables I have experienced on several 
occasions. Once, fishing with cheese at Barton, my father saw a rat playing amongst 
the flags in front of him. Thinking he would have a bit of fun, he put a small 
piece of cheese on his hook, and dropped it against Master Rat, who at once seized 
it, and was hooked. It was quite a treat to see him climb up the line to the rod- 
top. The most curious part of the affair, he seemed to have no idea of biting the 
line. At length he was secured, and placed in a bag and taken home—the only bit 
of sport we had that day. They will eat scratchings, as any angler who has fished 
at night knows that it is a difficult matter to keep them out of your basket.—I 
aim, &c., AGT W. 








“THERES NAHE LUCK ABOUT THE HOUSE.” 

Str,—Mr. Wm. Naylor, in his endeavour to put Mr. “ Looker-on” right as to 
“what is a bloa,” in your last week's issue, falls himself into the error of attributing 
the authorship of “ There’s nae Luck about the House” to Burns. Burns wrote 
about the song when it became a street ballad. The authorship is disputed ; but it 
bears on the face of it the’stamp of the West country, and there are the best reasons 
for supposing the song to be the fruit of the genius of the talented Jean Adam, a 
Greenock songstress, who died in 1765.—I am, &ce., STRUAN, 





FISH ROE AN ILLEGAL BAIT. 

Sr1r,—Your correspondent, “ W. P. H.,” undex the heading of ‘ Waterproof Coats,” 
suggests the use of roe as a fishing bait. 

The Salmon Fisheries Act of 1861 says, “ 
or any of them—that is to say : 

“1, Use any fish roe for the purpose of fishing. 

“2. Buy, sell, or expose for sale, or have in his possession any salmon roe.” 

Penalty £2.—l am, &c., WitHy Bup. 


No person shall do the following things, 





QUERIES. 
Sir,—A friend of mine has a gudgeon weighing 2ioz, 
It is alive and well. 
Will you kindly inform me whether hard or soft water is best for keeping live- 
bait in a tank ?—Lam, &c.,, LIONEL EH, ADAMS, 
[It not usual to meet with gudgeon “so large and fine,” as the song says. Hard 
water is bad for fish ; river water is best.—ED. | 


Is not this exceptional ? 





A SALMON-HOOK QUERY. 

Sir,—I should feel mach obliged if some of the numerous readers of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, as well as you yourself, Mr. Editor, would give an opinion as to which is 
best for salmon-fishing purposes—a turnet-down or turned-up eyed-hook.—I am, &2., 

CyB; 

[ We cannot speak from personal experience of eyed salmon-hooks, as we prefer 
the old-fashioned gut loop. In trout flies dressed on turned-up and turned-down 
eyed-hooks we can find no difference in practice ; one is as gool as the other. —Ep. | 








ALASKA SALMON, 

S1r,—Page 94 of Mr. Henry W. Hlliott’s book on Alaska, entitled “ An Arctic 
Province,” recently published by Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., contains 
an account of a giant salmon which a»ounds at certain seasons of the year in Cook’s 
Inlet, and in the Zukun and Kuskokvim rivers. It is describedas “ tha finest salmon 
known to min, both in flavoar and size,’ anil is called “ Chowichah” by the 
Russians. “The average length of this superb fish is 4ft.,and 5091b. is a low medium 
weight.” Examples of this species (Oncorynchus chowicha) have a recorded weight 
of 10U1b. each, and 6ft. in length, &¢., &c. 

May Lask, Mr. Editor,if you, or any of the readers of the FISHING GAZSTTH, 
have ever heard of this fish? Is it related to Salmo salar? The book is so accurate 
in many details, and the author’s experiences are so carefully recorded, that I am 
loth to believe that these big fish exist only on paper. 

Stories of large silmon often reach us from the north-west coast of Canada. You 
must remember the rumour, last season, of a 901b. salmon coming over as a present 
to the Queen from a loyal British-Columbian. Are all these big salmon stories 
merely sparks from the glowing cauldron of a fisherman’s imagination, or have we 
much to learn about the size of the fish in colder latitudes ?—I am, &c., 

Jock Scort, 
[Sparks.— Ep. ] 





RANDOM NOTES.—FISH EATING WEEDS, 

S1r,—A friend of mine, who keeps several bream in a tank, told me they had eaten 
off all the tender part of his weeds, more especially Valisneria spiralis. The same 
remark applies to roach earlier in the season, for I have repeatedly caught them in 
July full of the flannel weed, and I have always noticed that it is most difficult to 
catch roach with the ordinary baits when they are thus feeding. Ihave every reason 
to believe that, at certain seasons of the year, most fish find a good deal of food un- 
known to anglers, for I have had some fine takes of breamaftera river has been well 
cleared, after a flood ; whilst, on other occasions, as your correspondent, “A. R. H.,” 
says, ‘nothing would tempt them.”—I am, &c., M. A. 





THE SALMON-FISHING SEASON. 

Sir,—There is scarcely a meeting held of salmon fishery boardsat which we do not 
notice applications made by the angling or netting interest for an extension of the 
angling or netting season for salmon. The general law, as it stands on the Statute 
Book, limits the netting season from Feb, 1 to August 31, and permits angling two 
months longer. This is ample time ; indeed, I think angling should cease with the 
month of October. Trout-lishing also ceases on October 1. But, in fact, inseveral 
fishery districts where the Conservators have been weak or interested, by-laws have 
been passed, and sanctioned by Home Secretaries, legalising the taking of salmon 
by nets and fixed engines into October, and even (for rods) until the middle of 
November ; while we know that on the Tweed and Teviot rod-fishing of a most 
destructive character is extended to the Ist December. 

Your own columns of last week report the results of the last five days’ angling on 
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the Tweed, although the water was in a flooded condition, and unsuited for sport 
(save the mark !), which gives an idea of the shameful destruction of the largest 
and best of the spawning fish: 55 “monarchs of the Tweed,” as they are called, 
succumbing to the rod of one angler, 30 to another, 35 to two anglers, 36 to another 
party, 27 to a third, and so on; and the same reporter—* Maxwheel,” Kelso—adas : 
“The rivers at present are full of spawning fish, and a good breeding. season is 
thereby expected ”—a fitting commentary on his account of the last five days’ take 
of these “ monarchs of the Tweed,” not one of which, I maintain, ought to have been 
taken from the river if a prosperous breeding season is considered. The fish, I 
doubt not, were all en route to the spawning beds, if not actually taken from them, 
and were unfit for food. 

I cordially agree with your correspondent, “ H. L.,” in last week's “F, G.,” that 
what is wanting sadly in the way of fishing reform is “ an abbreviation, rather than 
a prolongation, of the time for killing salmon, either with nets or rods,” and that 
“the season for trouting might be beneficially shortened.” Our present inspector is 
a thoroughly practical man (we haye had none such for twenty years), and, it is 
hoped, may be encouraged to follow the policy adopted by him in the recent 
practical experiments on the Taw and Torridge.-—I am, &c., 


December 7th. VERITAS, 





WATER-RATS EATING FISH. 

Srr,—Seeing some correspondence going on in the “F. G.” about the above, may I 
be permitted to add my testimony to the theory of the vole’s carnivorous appetite ? 
Ihave constantly seen and heard of these animals coming behind an angler and 
stealing the fish he has cast behind him on the grass. Further, last summer I put 
four or five live roach in a large wire rat trap, and sunk all except one end in the 
water, and in the morning I found all except one with their heads and shoulders 
gnawed off. This might have been by land-rats. but I do not think it likely, as we 
have but very few, even in the stables, and the river is one hundred or so yards away 
from them.—I am, Xc., 

Ipswich. A. BRUFF GARRETT, 

[Is our correspondent certain that the roach were not eaten by eels? We have 
often seen house-rats on a stream many hundreds of yards from any mill or house. 
—ED. | 





S1r,—I feel compelled, in the interest of the water-rat, so unceremoniously con- 
victed on circumstantial evidence by Mr. T. R. Price in your last issue, to bring 
before the court some equally strong rebutting evidence—viz., that the grey or 
Norway rat does live—until winter, at any rate—at a long distance from dwellings 
or buildings, my terriers having frequently, during the past autumn, marked down, 
ejected, and killed numbers of grey rats in rivers, brooks, and hedgerows in this 
neighbourhood, some at a distance of at least three-quarters of a mile from dwellings 
or buildings; and, as the grey rat’s swimming and diving powers are highly 
developed, a stream of. twenty or thirty yards in width will be crossed without 
hesitation ; and, whilst I have frequently observed the grey rat picking a dead 
carcase on the river bank, I never saw a water-rat feed on anything but grass, shoots 
of reeds, bark, when flooded into the willow branches, and an occasional turnip and 
mangel-wurzel lodged by the water near the burrows. I must not, however, forget 
to state that I*have frequently found a store of grain, potatoes, or turnips in the 
burrows of grey rats near acrop of such vegetables. I should require very strong 
evidence to show, except perhaps in the hardest frost and snow of winter, that the 
water-rat ever breaks the vegetarian laws. 

I trust Mr. Price will forgive me for thus questioning his conclusions. My 
reluctance to convict the water-rat perhaps arises from the pleasure his manners 





and customs have given me when quietly fishing, on many occasions, to see him take a 
green shoot of reed, sit up, and, holding it in his forepaws, proceed to demolish it 
with as much gravity and enjoyment as a “ City father ” does his basin of turtle ; 
then, after a careful wash and brush up, he hasa gambol with a relation, and finally 
disappears likea shot, as you lay hold of your rod on hearing the reel run, and, after 
a futile strike, miss your fish, the operation of keeping one eye on the float and 
another on the rat proving a difficult attainment.—I am, &c., 





WEAR AND TEAR OF A SPINNING-LINE, &c. 

Srr,—I shall be thankful if any of your readers can recommend from their own 
experience the eel-tail spinning-bait (Pennell’s) for jack, in either Thames or Lea? 
If they take fish, they would prove a great boon, being extremely durable, and 
spinning to perfection. Also Tam anxious to find a spinning-line which will stand 
the strain of a heavy bait, and run through the rings of a jack rod without coming 
to grief. I inclose a piece of mine (broken in a weed, and recovered) after two 
days’ use only. You will see it has cumpletely gone, from the friction of the top 
ring between the casts, though the last day I used the Bickerdyke patent ring in 
trying to prevent the undue wearing away. Ido not mention the maker’s name, as 
this is the second line they have sent me, as I wrote and complained about the first 
going in the same way ; but I daresay you will recognise it. Is it the fault of the 
line, rod, rings, or fisherman ? 

Each day’s spinning costs me about 20 yards of what appears on starting 
perfectly sound line, so perhaps it is as well that I can only spare a day for fishing 
very seldom. I ought, perhaps, to mention that I spin in the Thames fashion.— 
Tam, &c., ; 

12, Queen Anne-villas, Lower Edmonton. R. B. Lopa@e. 

[The eel-tail bait, as recommended and described by Mr, Cholmondeley-Pennell, is 
very deadly in any water where a spinning bait is taken. We should advise you to 
use a smooth, undressed, plaited silk line for spinning. The sample of line you send 
has evidently been subjected to friction which would ruin any line. Use one of the 
“pulley” top rings made by Mr. Jones, Fishing-Tackle Maker, Scarborough, and, if 
you use a dressed line, see it is well greased.—ED. | 


ROD HANDLES. 

Str.—Having heard anglers complain of the difficulty of obtaining under some 
circumstances a firm hold on the rod, I venture to bring to your notice an idea of 
my own, and which I have found very comforting. On to the handle of my rod I 
draw one of those red indiarubber tubings sold for cricket and tennis bats, and find 
it as agreeable as cork or pigskin, and much more so than cane. Hoping this may 
do good,—I am, &c., 

Dec..3. HIBERNICUS. 

[We tried a bit of white rubber piping, put on as our correspondent describes, 
some years ago, but found in wet or very hot weather it got slippery. Plain 
cork is the best thing we have tried, but it requires cleaning occasionally.—ED. | 








TENCH-FISHING IN WINTER. 

Srr,—I can perfectly understand Mr. Poole’s letter in this week’s GAZETTE re- 
specting tench-fishing in winter, and readily confirm the same. At Elstree in 
November, 1884, with a friend, Mr. Tisdall, we took over 25lb. weight between 
2.30 p.m, and dusk, fish averaging over 3lb. each, with lob-worm ; water moderately 
low.—I am, &e., 


East Finchley. A. P. REBOUL. 
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GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 


On DECEMBER 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, and 28 RELIEVING TRAINS will precede 
some of the principal Trains shown in the Time Tables. 

On FRIDAY (Christmas.Eve), DECEMBER 24, in addition to Relieving Trains, 
a SPECIAL TRAIN will leave LIVERPOOL STREET at 8.3 p.m. for IPSWICH, 
Bury, Yarmouth, and Lowestoft, calling at Colchester, Manningtree, Ipswich, Wood- 
bridge, Wickham Market, Saxmundham, Halesworth, and Beccles, and at.stations 
between Ipswich and Bury. 

SPECIAL MIDNIGHT TRAINS will leave LIVERPOOL STREET at 11.55 p.m, 
for NORWICH and YARMOUTH, calling at Waltham Cross, Broxbourne, Harlow, 
Sawbridgeworth, Bishops Stortford, Audley End, Cambridge, Ely, Brandon, Thet- 
ford, Attleboro’, and Wymondham ; andat 12.15 a.m, for IPSWICH, calling at Brent- 
wood, Ingatestone, Chelmsford. Witham, Kelvedon, Colchester, and Manningtree, 

On CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 25, ADDITIONAL TRAINS will run from 
LIVERPOOL STREET as under :— 


At 5.10 a.m. to IPSWICH, calling at Brentwood, Chelmsford, Witham, Mark’s 
Tey, Colchester, and Manningtree. 

At 9a.m. to IPSWICH, calling at Chelmsford, Mark’s Tey, and Manningtree ; in 
connection with trains to Sudbury, Bury, Brightlingsea, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on- 
Naze, Harwich, Stowmarket, Diss, Bungay, Norwich, &c. ; Felixstowe, Framling- 
ham, Saxmundham, Aldeburgh, Halesworth, Lowestoft, Yarmouth, &c. 

At 11.15 a.m, to BROXBOURNE, St. Margaret’s, Ware, Hertford, Roydon, and 
all stations to Cambridge, 

The 8.2 a.m, train to CAMBRIDGE, &c., will be in connection with trains to 
Dunmow, Saffron Walden, Haverhill, Long Melford, Newmarket, Bury, St. Ives, 
Godmanchester, Peterboro’, Wisbech, Fordham, Mildenhall, Lynn, Hunstanton, 
Swaffham, Soham, Sutton, Stoke Ferry, Wells, Dereham, Brandon, Norwich, &c., 
calling at intermediate stations, 

For further particulars see programme issued by the company. 

London, December, 1886. WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books for Review, &¢. 
must be addressed to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
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PRIZE ESSAY. 


DRY FLY-FISHING: 
“Hee olim meminisse juvabit.” 


IT is more for the sake of amusing myself, and for an opportunity 
of recalling many a day passed pleasantly by the riverside, than 
with any definite intention of competing for the prize which you 
so generously offer, that I take pen in hand and proceed to set forth 
some of my experiences as a dry fly-fisherman, in the hope that some 
of my younger brethren in the craft may pick up therefrom some 
wrinkle. 

Iam not, I confess, much of a theoretical fisherman myself, and am but little 
given to accepting the theories of others as infallible gaides for my proceed- 
ings; so if I do start any so-called heterodox notions, I hope rather to elicit 
kindly criticism than to gain converts. 

We will, then, first look out some tackle, and then, without the tedium of a 
railway journey, or the amusing, if somewhat stale, incidents connected with a 
country drive, a country machine, and country roads, borrow the wonder‘ul en- 
chanted carpet of the “ Arabian Nights,” and transport ourselves to the banks of 
a certain river, which I have in my mind’s eye—a river, from its source amid the 
chalk downs to its outlet into the Channel, flowing clear as crystal over its gravel 
bed, and holding— 

“Here and there a lusty trout, 
Here and there a grayling.” 


As regards tackle, we will take with us a 12ft. rod—on the one hand not too 
whippy, on the other not too stiff, and one which plays well throughout its 
length ; a silk-plaited waterproof line—not too light a one, or it will not go out 
straight and true, and the least adverse wind will send it back in our face ; some 
collars of fine gut—fine, that is to say, as we can get it, consistently 
with strength. This latter is an essential consideration, for we are 
not going to battle against tiny burn trout, or mites of things among which a 
fish of ?lb. is a leviathan ; no, our antagonists are real good, honest, hard- 
fighting fish, of from 1}lb. up to 33lb. The river, too, fair as it is, is not 
wholly guiltless of weeds, and if a trout gets into them, very fine-drawn gut 
will not hold him long, you will find. But do not think from what I have said 
that I advocate the use of coarse gut. No; as fineas you can get it, compatible 
with strength. I say a 12ft, rod, for to my mind that will be quite heavy enough 


to fish with all day, and, unless the May Fly is on, that size will throw a fly more 
lightly and neatly than a larger one. Fora May Fly, on account of the size of 
the fly and its greater resistance to the air, a double-handed rod is preferable ; 
in fact, unless you wish to strain your smaller rod, a double-handed rod is a 
necessity. 


On arriving at the river I put up a Hare’s Ear, with a small bit of tinsel in 


the tail. “Look there!” I suddenly exclaimed. “That must be a pretty good 
one!” 
“There! Didn’t you see the rise? Well, it was not much to see. He came 


up with scarcely a ripple, just this side of the tail of yonder weed. Ah! there 
he isagain. Now yousee him, go for him” 

My friend, the companion of many a day, makes a slight detour to get above 
the fish, has a few trial casts in a different direction from the spot where our 
trout is rising steadily, and then, having paid out sufficient line, he causes it to 
fall on the water lightly as a thread of gossamer touches the ground ona 
September morning, the fly alighting, without making the slightest ripple, about 
a yard above the place where the last ring was made. The point of the rod 
is gently and gradually lowered for a second or two, when suddenly there is 
an almost imperceptible twitch of the fisherman’s wrist, the rod’ describes 
an arc, and the fish is madly careering about the stream. After landing a lovely 
trout of just 2¢1b., and in the very pink of condition, and pouring a moderate 
libation to the angler’s tutelary god (by the bye, has this deity a name? Surely 
he ought to have one ; but, so far, I have not heard it), I ask my friend, as I 
have done many a time before, “‘ Why do you always fish down stream whenever 
you get a chance of doing so?” Says this most practical and experienced 
fisherman : ‘‘T hardly know ; but I do prefer fishing down stream for a rising 
trout : for one thing, the fish is not bothered by a yard of gut appearing 
suddenly over his head, nor scared into fits by the shadow of your line, and, if 
you fish far enough from him, he won’t see you.” 

But then it is not every one (I had almost said, and in my inmost heart I 
believe it, any one) who can throw so long a line so accurately, and yet so lightly, 
as my old chum. You crafty fishermen of the Wandle know him well, and in 
your select company he is primus inter pares, and here, on a strange river, he 
holds his own well with the best of the —— Club. 

Now, personally, I prefer fishing up stream, as I think that in doing so there 
is less chance of being seen by your fish ; for, intent as he may be on his grub, 
he keeps a weather eye well open all the time, and it does not take much to put 
him down. But far more essential is it to fish with the sun in your face, or any- 
where rather than shining on your back, and sending fantastic shadows across 
the surface of the stream. Nothing appears to startle a fish more thana shadow, 
even if itis only that of your line. He may put up with some things, but a moving 
shadow he will not stand. The farther you keep from your fish, the more chance 
you have of hooking him; remember that he can see for a long distance. 
Also, do not have more dogs with you than you can help : however fond you 
may be of these faithful friends, you will find that one will frighten quite 
enough fish before the day is out. I see sometimes a man going down to the 
river to fish, as he says, with a large retriever and two or three white terriers 
frolicking anywhere but at his heels—‘“ the poor dogs do enjoy a day by the 
river so much.” I had an old favourite bull terrier that nothing would induce 
to hunt near the bank until I had passed well away ; then she would find a rat's 
hole, and employ herself at subterranean engineering on that spot for the rest of 
the day. Alas! she has gone to happier hunting-grounds, where rats, probably, 
are less wary than they are here, and I go fishing without a canine companion. 
Her perseverance did not do the bank much good; but she never, to my know- 
ledge, scared a fish. The sun, too, glinting on a highly-varnished rod as it is 
waved to and fro causes amazing flashes of light, which will effectually frighten 
a fish ; therefore a good many fishermen scrape off the varnish, and give their 
rods a coat of olive or other sober-coloured paint. 


After our conversation I examine the successful fisherman's fly, and burst out 
laughing. “What! red quill again?” “ Yes,” he answers ; “ when you put up 
a Hare's Ear I thought I would try the red quill. Somehow, I don’t care about 
too many flies. If fish won't take a red quill I try them with our old Wandle 
favourite.” 

Ah! don’t I know the fly well? He invented it himself, and nearly worried 
the unfortunate tackle-maker in Gracechurch-street into an early grave before 
the fly was tied to his liking ; but it is a grand fly for the Wandle, and is now 
fairly well known to the fishermen of that river, for my old friend is no 
curmudgeon. 

Flies form a deep and a weighty subject, and many a tyro must be bewildered 
at reading the many accounts of these interesting creatures with queer names in 
the “F. G.,” and other papers relating to sport. With regard to flies, the fishing 
world would appear to be divided into three great classes—viz. : 1. Those who 
tell you that if you go to fish certain rivers you must use certain flies. Each 
river, with them, would seem to have its own flies (imitation, of course, I mean), 
which would again be useless on any other water. 2. Those who have a 
favourite (and generally very small) collection of flies, which they take with 
them everywhere, and, totally disregarding the opinion of local scientists, which 
they declare to be infallible on any water. If they return from an expedition 
unsuccessful, the wind may have been wrong, or the water in an unfavourable 
condition ; but they are sure that they have just the fly for the river. 3. Those 
who say, “ Only let me see what the natural fly on the water is, and I will soon 
preduce something to catch any fish in the river.” This class, owing, perhaps, 
to the increased skill of professional tackle-makers, and the reduced rate at 
which flies may be bought, is dying out apparently. Perhaps they may be, all 
of them, to a certain extent, wrong, as those who blindly follow an extreme too 
often are. 

For myself, not being, as I said, a theoretical fisherman, I do not wholly agree 
with either of these classes, and partly incline, perhaps, to the first and partly 
to the second classes. When, for instance, I fish the Test—and I was reared not 
far from the banks of that classic stream—lI try first what I know to be good 
flies for that river at that time of the year ; if they are of no use, I hunt out 
some old favourites, which have proved trusty friends on many rivers, con- 
fident that one of them will stand me in good stead. The only occasion on 
which I tested the merits of the third class, I found, at any rate, that the opposite 
of what the upholders of this theory advance might be true. It was a broiling 
day on the Wandle in July—about the hottest day, in fact, that I ever remember. 
The fish, which had been perfectly still all the morning, suddenly, about twelve 
o'clock, began rising like mad at that insect which is appropriately named the 
“Fisherman’s Curse.” It was not the case of a few fish rising here and there, but 
the water was in a boil everywhere. I at once put up the most beautiful 
imitation of the ‘“‘Cuss” that could possibly be made. It was the result of 
many a visit to Gracechurch-street, and I rejoiced at the opportunity I had now 
of trying it. A most perfect snare and delusivn it was, to me, at any rate ; not 
so to the trout, they were not to be taken in by it for a minute. It seemed to 
get hotter and hotter—the sun was at its height ; there was neither a cloud nora 
breath of air, and, besides the trout, the only object which gave any sign of 
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motion was myself. Iran down. Fly after fly I tried, with the same result, My 
only wonder now isthat I did not put down every fish within my reach. No, 
they kept rising incessantly, but would not look at me. It was like a hideous 
nightmare. At last, in despair, almost in fun (but fun of the grimmest order) I 
tried asmall Governor, a thing as unlike the tiny black “Cuss” as anything could 
be. The effect was magical ; in a very short time I had grassed four brace of 
beauties. While playing my first, an importunate person danced round 
me, waving a telegram. I tried to chase him away with winged words, and 
when, after landing the fish, I opened the telegram, I discovered it was from a 
bishop with the offer of a living. Small though it was, it was still promotion. 

My friend had been fishing all the time with equally poor success. Though 
the fish were his own, not one would come to his call, until, after killing my first, 
I shouted to him to try the little Governor. He then experienced the same 
good fortune as myself. ‘ Now,” thought I to myself, ‘‘I have found the 
blessing for the Wandle when the Curse is on it.” Nota bit of it. It worked 
well enough for that one day ; but nevera bit of good was it afterwards in 
similar circumstances. 

Speaking generally, I am inclined to hold with a wily old sportsman, who 
declares that if rising trout do not take, the fault lies principally at the butt end 
of the rod, and no doubt this is to a great extent true. The fly must be 
presented to the fish in as natural a manner as possible. It must fall on the 
water so lightly as not to cause anything of a splash, and float down to the fish 
just as a natural fly would. Very careful must you be, too, not to let your fly 
“drag” across the stream ; this will be quite sufficient to put down your fish. 
Often it will happen that the stream, at the spot where your fly is floating, runs 
more slowly than it does at some distance from it ; consequently the pressure of 
water on your line causes the fly to drag, and you discover too late that that 
nasty bit of current should have been circumvented somehow. These, the very 
rudiments of dry fly-fishing as they are, are not to be learnt at one lesson, nor 
indeed during a whole season. The art of getting a fly out properly is not, I 
think, to belearnt on paper. Get permission, if you can, to accompany someone 
whom you know to be a good fisherman, and you will learn more from his 
example in an hour than you would from his precepts ina week. Watch him 
carefully as he throws his fly, and, above all, watch his wrist, or rather that 
portion of his arm between the elbow and the wrist, and you will get some kind 
of inkling as to how the trick is done. 

After having watched as long as you can, go home and try to reproduce his 
movement, keeping your elbow as still and as close to your side as possible. 
The fatal mistake which all beginners make is that they will throw with all 
their arm, as if their strength could get the fly out. It is the strength of the 
rod which does this, and this strength is best called forth by the muscles of the 
wrist and forearm. A tyro in dry fly-fishing generally finds great difficulty in 
keeping his fly so dry that it will float, say, from 4ft., or more, above the fish, to 
alike distance below it. He has, it may be, passed the days when the fly, falling 
with a heavy splash, was at once drowned, and the fly no longer descends sur- 
rounded by confused coils of gut, as was its custom last season, perchance ; but 
throw it as neatly as he can, it will not float. He cannot understand that it is 
necessary for him to make four or five casts in the air for every one he makes at 
the fish, and if the fish continues to rise steadily and well, he will very probably 
whip off several flies in his hot eagerness. He should, too, take care to look be- 
hind him occasionally when he is drying his fly. A friend of mine nearly spoilt 
his chances of happiness in his married life by inadvertently catching his fly in 
his bride’s hat,as she was gazing, entranced at his deftness, behindhim. Result 
—broken top joint, and worse for him even than that, though it was his only 
one—language, when the hitherto confiding Benedict discovered that reproaches 
could be mutual. 

But we will suppose our tyro to have succeeded, either by good luck or good 
management, in throwing his fly as it should be thrown, and that it has neither 
sunk or dragged—in a word, that at length he has hooked a fish. What is he 
todo? The fish knows, as a rule, perfectly what he means to do. If, as is 
possible, he has been hooked before, he will at once endeavour to carry out the 
tactics which proved so successful on a previous occasion. He knows the position 
of the friendly weed, projecting root, or sunk pile, or whatever it was which 
afforded him relief, and that is his point, and, if allowed, he does not waste much 
time in getting there. As an instance of the manner in which a cunning trout 
will make for a favourite hole in order to free himself from his chain, I 
may mention an incident which occurred to me two years ago. Though 
apparently a fisherman’s yarn, it is true. I had fished patiently all the morning 
without getting a rise, when I saw what I took to be a good fish quietly sucking 
down flies under the opposite bank. At the first throw he took me, and at once 
rushed straight across the stream for the spot where I stood. I hastily fell back 
a fesy yards from the bank, reeling in the line as fast as I possibly could. When 
all was taut, I crept to the river tosee what had become of my fish, for he seemed 
to be directly beneath my feet. Gazing into a deep hole under the bank, I saw 
the wily trout winding the lineroundan old sunk pile. Gathering the spare line 
in my hand, and lowering the point of my rod to the water, I was able to counter- 
act his plan, and free the line by winding it the reverse way. When all was 
clear he at once abandoned the struggle, and came to the surface like a lamb? 

When he has hooked a fish, tyro’s endeavour must be to get his head down 
stream. No matter about straining the rod, or trying the tackle, down stream 
he must go if he is to take his place in the creel. The reason, of course, is 
that swimming with the stream gives him what we may call congestion of the 
lungs, and he must soon drown himself ; while he can go up stream for ever. 
Mindful of this, tyro as soon as possible gets a pull on his fish, turns -his head 
down stream, coaxes him to a convenient place, and slips the landing-net under 
him, and then heaves a mighty sigh of joy and relief, as he surveys with triumph 
his first Test trout. 

With one parting admonition we will say farewell, and continue our course 
down the stream of life, while our young beginner passes onwards and upwards. 
Do not be in a hurry to take your fly off the water; a good fish will often 
apparently change his mind, after the fly has floated over his head, and will 
turn and rush down stream after the tempting bait. KENNET OTTER. 


——— 


“ ILLUSTRATIONS,” —Mr, Francis George Heath’s pictorial threepenny magazine, 
Illustrations, in its January number (which will be publishes by Messrs. W. 
Kent and Co., of Paternoster-row) will include an article by Mr. Heath, entitled 
The Charm of Fern Culture”; an illustrated article on “Hunting the Carted 
Deer,” by Mr, Walter Winans ; “ Round aboutSt. Malo,” by Miss Margaret Thomas, the 
sculptress; and “ Some Famous Autographs,” including those of Lord Salisbury, 
Lord Randolph Churchill, and the author of “ Lorna Doone,” 


“ SIFTINGS FROM THE WORLD’s WIT” is the title of a new journalistic venture. 
The title is good, and the title-page is “ taking,” but there is too much blank paper 
and big type in this first number, You can read the whole thing through in five 
minutes, and look at the pictures—some of which are not bad—as well. We welcome 
any attempt to raise a smile, and hope “ Siftings ” will succeed, It is published at 
14, Whitefriars-street, price 1d, 5 


“FISHING GAZETTE” ANGLERS’ TOURNAMENT AT 
TWICKENHAM. 
THE pecuniary result of this Tournament being finally made up, it 
is very satisfactory to find the handsome profit of £36 17s. has been 
realised_and equally divided between the Thames Angling Preser- 
vation Society and the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. Taken up with 
the spirit and influence of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, it has 


‘afforded the strongest evidence of the value and desirability of 


continuing these Tournaments on a similar scale ; but in the present 
instance it is impossible to give too much credit to Mr. A. J. Little, 
as the Chairman, and Mr. Harry Davis, as the Hon. Secretary, fortheir 
unwearied efforts to make it a great success. Their services, and 
that of the Committee generally, have been recognised by a com- 
plimentary resolution from the Committee of the T. A. P. &., and it 
must be gratifying to the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, as the 
promoter of these Tournaments, to find they have attained so high 
and profitable a position. B. 





A FISHING AND HUNTING RAID ON THE BORDER. 


I USUALLY take my annual outing in the neighbourhood of Gilnockie 
Tower, a famous stronghold, now in ruins, si uated on the banks of 
the Esk, in Dumfriesshire. It was on one of those periodical visits to 
the North that Iand my old friend, “Jock” Little—as all his in- 
timates call him—found ourselves in the neighbourhood of Keilder 
Castle. We had been sweeping the Liddle, from Kershope foot to the 
Copsha’, during the best part of a whole day, and had only gota 
couple of dozen burn trout between the pair of us. ‘Thoroughly tired out, we 
were endeavouring to make tracks for Canonbie, when it suddenly dawned upon 
me that we had lost our way. “TI say, ‘Jock,’ d’ye ken where you are?” I 
shouted to my friend as I saw him some distance in front of me floundering about 
in a peat bog. “ Div aw ken where aw am ?” roars “ Jock” ; ‘aw ken ower weel ; 
aws laired in this hoboleo.” Darkness was now setting in rapidly, and the sky, 
which had been threatening all day, commenced in real earnest to pour down a 
fair spate of rain ; and the sough of the wind, which whistled in mad eagerness 
through the few:trees’which lined the track we traversed, warned “ Jock ” and my- 
self that it was just the kind of night 
“A child might understand 
The de’il had business on his hand.” 


After floundering along through mosses, peat bogs, dyke seughs, and clairts of 
all kinds, and wet, cold, and hungry, we came at last to a standstill in front of 
a ditch, black as the bottomless pit and deep as the Dead Sea, when 
our attention was aroused by the deep tones of a kindly Scotch voice, 
“Keep back ma friens, that’s the deepest hoboleo in a’ the Border, and they say 
the Cowt o’ Keilder’s at the bottom on’t if it hes ony bottom ; the de’il’s in the 
chiels d’ye no hear—come this way.” The speaker was a jolly, farmer-looking 
individual ; and his homely, honest face shone through the rain with excitement 
and fear at the danger we were in. When, by his directions, we had got on the 
track again, which was only a few yards off, our new friend says, ‘‘ How fer are 
ye gaun the nicht ?” “ Oh, just to Gilnockie Tower,” I replied. ‘‘ Yere gaun nae 
sic roads ; d’yeno ken that baith the Hermitage and the Liddle are rinnin’ atween 
bank an’ brae, an’ the brig aboon Copsha’ holm’s lying at the bottom o’ the Sand- 
holm pool? Gilnockie aw trow a bonnie tale on sicna nicht; ye’ll just gang wi’ 
me on to Gorrenberry an’ stop a’ nicht at Davie Anderson’s, an we'll see what can 
be duin for ye the morn’s mornin’.” So saying, off we started to Davie Ander- 
son’s, across an angry little ford well known in those parts, which had also 
caught the flood contagion, and tore down the deep glen in a perfect tempest of 
wrath, with the evident intention of making some impression on the Solway if 
some other larger stream did not gulp it up on the journey, a circumstance likely 
enough to happen in those mountainous regions. As we approached the farm- 
house of Gorrenberry a whole colony of dogs received us, principally composed 
of otter-hounds and Dandie Dinmont terriers, with a fair sprinkling of Scotch 
collies—all_ barking in their loudest keys, and hemming us in on 
on every side ; but the worthy farmer, whose burly form almost simultaneously 
appeared in their midst, quickly settled their several hashes by a waive of his 
hand, and restored order. His first words to us were: ‘Sic a nicht, lads! sic 
a nicht ! Come in by, an’ ye mun just stop a’ nicht. There'll be sicna a flood in 
the Liddle as nivver was heard tell on. The Hermitage water is broken lowse ; 
left its ain bed, and comin’ whummlin doon the middle o’ the road past the 
auld castle like a mad thing. There'll be nae fishin’ wi’ the wan for some days 
now, and we mun be oot wi’ the rake-net or wi’ sleep,” 

While the farmer was giving this out in his broad, Northern dialect, I could 
not help admiring his height, the breadth of his shoulders, the steady firmness 
of his step, the hearty kindness of his voice, and, above all, the noble air of 
command which characterised his manner. 

“On his bold visage, middle age 
Had slightly pressed its signet sage, — 
Yet had not quenched the open truth 
And fiery vehemence of youth.” 


We soon found ourselves in the cosy parlour of the farm-house at Gorren- 
berry, with its panelled walls, and low, thick-beamed ceiling ; with its long, 
lean, old-fashioned settle, which reminded me of long, long ago courting nights. 
I think it is Rayson, the Cumberland bard, who says :— 


“ And on the lang settle aw cuddled a’ neet.” 


The guid wife of Gorrenberry quickly put some ham and eggs smoking hot 
before us and our kind pilot—whose name we found was Tom Armstrong— 
flanked by some good Edinburgh ale and a decanter of ‘‘Glen Tarras” 


“Filled to the studded brim.” 


A rare trencherman was Tom, and showed a grand turn of speed through the 
ham and eggs, making the best time on record. “Hout, man; yere no eatin’ 
nane,” says he, when he had somewhat ‘taken the edge off his own appetite. “ Aw 
was gey yap when aw cam’ in; but am comin’ roun’ now.” ‘“ Make yeresells at 
hame,” says Mrs. Anderson ; “Tom, ye ken, needs nae biddin’.” “Aye,” quoth 
Mr. Anderson, “ye'll get noucht if ye dinna rax oot haun; Tom Armstrong 
waits for naebody.” 

“Na, na,” quoth Tom, laughing, “aw learnt a lesson anent waitin’ yince when 
aw wasa lad, o’ the hairst time shearin’ doon the Abbey Holm way, t’other side of 
Carlisle, near Silloth. At denner-time there was a horn blawn, when doon went 
the huiks, and we ran for’t, ‘De’il tak’ the hin’most.’ Yin day a lad missed his 
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fit an’ fell flat as a sclater, and aw’ll nivver forget what that puir lad said when 
he got up, ‘ By gum, it’s nae use gan’ now.’” “ Jock” and I fairly roared at this. 

‘‘ Now, lads, for the rake-net,” struck in Mr. Anderson. This was exactly 
what we wanted, and after being rigged out with some of the guid man of 
Gorrenberry’s fishing stockings and trousers, while our own were being dried at 
a huge peat fire in the kitchen, we all sallied forth, armed with two rake-nets, 
which, Mr. Anderson said, would be enough for the four of us. Forty years ago 
T had fished with the rake-net in the Esk, adjoining the Netherby water, and 
had accompanied the “‘ Heckler” and the champion, Rob Nichol ; but I never 
saw such a performer with the net as Davie Anderson proved himself to be. 

The Hermitage was running like the sea in a storm, yet the sturdy farmer 
would rush in up to his waist, and bring out half a score of burn trout and 
flounders at every try. We three amateurs were not idle ; but our worthy host 
beat us hollow, and captured a 20Ib. salmon in addition to doubling our takes. 
We had one big haul, however. Our new friend, Tom Armstrong, stepped into 
a big pool plump overhead, and had a narrow escape. I never saw “Jock” 
show to such advantage as he did in this emergency. I happened to have the 
net at the time, which “ Jock” immediately seized, and made a cast at random. 
“You've got him, ‘ Jock,” Iyelled; and’so he had. There was poor Tom, 
kicking and plunging in the net like a mad bull. With difficulty we landed him 
safe and sound ; but that put an end to the fishing so far as the three of us were 
concerned, as Tom had put one of his legs through the net—consequently we 
returned to our comfortable quarters in high glee. Tom said he did not care a 
straw for the ducking, and that the Hermitage did not contain enough water to 
drown him. Dry clothing having been supplied all round to us, in a very short 
space of time we found ourselves sitting in front of a roaring peat fire, and 
relating our adventures to our hostess with great gusto. As the evening wore 
on Mrs. Anderson rose and wished us good night, and addressing the guid man 
and looking round at her guests, said, “Now, bairns, dinna sit ower lang ower 
tie dram.” 

We four now occupied the snug parlour, and as the roaring peat fire crackled 
and flickered up the “lum,” and the comforting influence of a second jorum of 
“Glen Tarras” stole over me, I began positively to enjoy the pattering of the 
rain against the closed shutters. The howling of the night wind, too, as it 
swept through the tall, gaunt, Scotch fir trees around the house, whistled through 
the keyhole, and darted up that capacious chimney, seemed positive music to my 
mellowed clay. What Scotchman worthy of the name has not sat amid peat 
reek and whisky and listened to the wind careering up those mighty “ lums,” 
and “ tirling the kirks”? “Jock” Little was enraptured, and “didna mind the 
storm a whistle.” “Peat reek and whisky!” says “Jock.” “Where is the 
Caledonian at the mention of peat reek and whisky who does not feel his ‘ foot 
on his native heath.’” By the camp fires of the prairies on the Far West, on 
the slopes of the mighty Himalayas, and on the burning plains of the treacherous 
Soudan, far away in the cattle-ranches of the bush, among the gold-diggings of 
Australia and California, amid the squatters by the fair Pacific and the wealthy 
farmers of Canada, and wherever “drouthy neebours meet,” the very 
recollection of peat reek and whisky will aye set a“lunt” to the blood of a 
true Scotchman. Does not the wily Chinaman curl up his pigtail at the words 
and say, “ Here's t'ye” ? Does not the Red Indian anoint his tomahawk with that 
same “mountain dew” to prevent its rusting? while the native of 
Caledonia moistens his thews and sinews with the mighty liguid, and bids 
tomahawks and creation defiance under its inspiring influence. We found Tom 
Armstrong 2 good listener, and our host, Mr. Anderson, a most intelligent con- 
versationalist. He was thoroughly steeped in Border lore, and told us more 
about the Elliots and Armstrongs of Liddesdale than I ever dreamed of. He 
had the story of the Cowt of Keilder at his “fingers’ ends.” How the said 
“ Cowt” had his arm boiled ina pot of lead without moving a muscle. He 
knew of all the capers of the Black Knight of Hermitage Castle, had hunted 
the otter on all the rivers in the south of Scotland and north of England, 
chased the fox over all the Border-land, knew more of fishing than I care to 
recollect, could name all the pools and streams from the source of the Liddle to 
the Scotch Dyke, and the same from Eskdale muir to the Solway in the Esk, 
was a champion wrestler and pigeon shooter, the best in a’ Scotland. Besides 
all this, I found Mr. Anderson was aman of the most varied literary tastes. 
On retiring to a very clean and neat bedroom, and feeling disinclined to sleep, L 
picked up an immense scrap-book from the table, containing the oddest mixture 
of cuttings and prints I ever met with ; pieces from Punch, sporting bits, por- 
traits of dandies, clergymen, racehorses, gamecocks, terriers, otter-hounds—here 
a sermon, there a great prize fight. The portrait of Lord Macaulay, and oppo- 
site to him Ben Caunt, Sir Walter Scott with the Tichborne claimant, Bendigo 
and Tom Carlyle, Professor Wilson and Jem Mace, James Hogg, the Ettrick 
shepherd, apparently singing “ When the Kye come Hame” to Lord Nelson, 
while Lady Hamilton and Nelson’s wife are seemingly on the best of terms, 
cheek by jowl on the same page. Good horsey scraps, such as portraits of 
Blair Athol, Blue Gown, Doncaster, &c.; now a ratting match, with a 
fair idea of Jemmy Shaw’s rat-pit in the olden days; then Lord Byron 
and Miss Menkin adorn the same leaf, while gallant Whyte Melville 
and the Benicia Boy grace another; Tom King, stripped to the waist, 
towering above Tom Sayers, who looks very uncomfortable in a frock coat and 
stand-up collar. Pretty women by the dozen, from Mrs. Siddons to the Princess 
of Wales and Mrs. Langtry, Jackson the boxer standing between Napoleon III. 
and Victor Hugo, &c. With a mighty yawn I tumbled into bed, and slept the 
sleep of the just and got up betimes likea giant refreshed. Tom Armstrong had 
gone off to Rosley Fair, and Mr. Anderson proposed driving us over to the Esk at 
Langholm, a distance of some ten miles. “Jock” and I never had such luck. 
“ Agreed,” we both shouted asone man. Our read lay across a moor thickly clad 
in luxuriant heather, with habitations on the way few and far between ; but it 
was a rare treat on that September morning to sniff the early breeze in the 
company of the guid man of Gorrenberry—to” hear him descant on the various 
styles and varieties of angling, in casting and spinning, on fishing ‘“buits” v, 
stockings, fishing-rods, baits, lines, creels, brogues, gaffs, and landing-nets, the 
“creepin’ wurrum,” the snatching, &c., as we bowl along over the _moor 
behind a spanking chestnut gelding until we reach the romantically- 
situated little town of Langholm, with the far- famed Whita Hill 
emerging from the grey mist, and the ever - beautiful river Esk, 
smiling and glittering through the soft haze of the morning sun ; through 
the magnificent woods which clothe the glorious Dean Banks, and by that lovely 
salmon-tenanted stream, past Gilnockie Tower, from which Johnny Armstrong 
sallied on that fatal morning in 1529 with a gallant company to meet the 
chivalrous King Jamie, who hanged him for his pains—sweeping past the 
boulders of Byre Burnfoot, till we come to Canonbie Bridge on the old coaching 
road between Carlisle and Edinburgh. “‘Jock,’” says I, “ there will be no fishing 


to-day.” ‘“ Why?” inquires he. ‘Why, man, can’t you see there’s an otter 
hunt oa the eet is Me So there is, by J upiter !” yells “Jock.” ‘Into the 
Cross Keys with the nag, Mr. Anderson, and we'll see some fun.” No sooner 


aid than done, and we were among the otter hunters in a jiffy. There was a 
aeod muster, both on the bridge and riverside. What a splendid sight! There 





is the huntsman with his hounds—there are the gentlemen, aye, and the ladies, 
too, who are bent on following on foot. The clear, ringing voice of the hunts- 
man, the shouting of the Eskdale hunters, and the counter-shouting of the 
Canonbie division, the splendid music of the hounds, and the eager barking of 
the terriers—just collect these and group them, and the picture wants nothing 
but a frame and gilt edges. No sooner had the word “Go” been given, than a 
lively drag took them off at full ery, and was merrily carried along past the 
Hush, Tommy’s Pool, and Cat Clints, through gorges overhung with immense trees 
and entangled with dense undergrowth, past Gilnockie Bridge, and its huge 
crags and rocky ledges, away by the Dean Banks again till the little turbulent 
Tarras is in sight. In utter disregard of death, torn breeks, and broken shins, 
we tear along till the varmint is lost in a wearing by the Skipper’s Bridge, where 
he defied every effort to dislodge him. Not one of the numerous company 
regretted this, as the otter had provided three hours’ of the best imaginable 
sport, and deserved to live and fight another battle on a future 
day. “TI am sorry we have had no fishing,” remarked Mr. Anderson, 
with a merry twinkle in his eye, “but otter hunting’s such gran’ fun, 
ye ken.” “Come, now, Mr. Anderson, confess you knew all about this hunt last 
night.” “Mebbe I did—mebbe I did; hey ye no’ enjoyed the sport?” 
‘‘ Enjoyed, aye ; I'd give a pension for such another run,” says “ Jock” ; “why, 
it’s as good as rake-net fishing.” 

We reached Gorrenberry about 8 o’clock in the evening, and early next morn- 
ing took leave ef our kind host and hostess, and intended steering direct for 
the Esk ; but our adventures were far from being ended. When we reached 
Copsha’, a small hamlet on the Liddle, we met Wat Jackson, of Longtown, 
coming out of the Rob Roy Hotel. Wat was a noted angler—a fair water- 
kelpie. Now, I had not seen him for years, and it was just “Eh, man, how irr 
ye, Wat?” on both sides. We were both Wats, you know. ‘Come to the 
cleugh-side,” says Wat Jackson. ‘“ What for ?” says the other Wat. ‘“O, never 
mind till you get there, and you'll see.” So off we started, “through dub and 
mire,” thinking it was a fishing expedition, and landed in about 8 o'clock at 
night, the worthy farmer, Mr. Hodgson, and the worthier (to me) lasses giving 
us a hearty Border welcome. Wat knew what was on foot well enough ; the 
“Fiery Cross” had been sent round to Nichol Forest, Stapleton, Bolton Fell, 
Heather’s Gill, &c., and a big card party had assembled. Those who have not 
been to a card party on the Border should have been there that night. Describe 
it—I cannot describe it! Most of those invited had arrived, especially the lads, 
for, as the song says, 

“Some had got sweethearts and some had got nane.” 

We all assembled in the largest room in the house, and seven or eight tables 
were rigged out ‘all over the shop,” as it were, back to back, across the room, 
down the side, up the middle, endways, front of the fire, and behind the door ; 
then out came the hot water, the sugar, and last, though not least, the whisky. 
Some time is spent in friendly pushing and scrouging into seats; but the players 
soon arrange themselves, and down we sit to whist, loo, lant the board, and catch 
the ten. I would not have missed it for a cow’s price. What a jolly, united 
company it is ; and “ What's trump ? ” and “Here's t’ye!” and “ How is tou, 
Tom ?” and “ What fettle, Wully ?” are expressions heard all around. Jolly, 
honest-looking farmer’s sons, with pepper-and-salt coats, rough tykes of 
horse-coupers, great bouncing farmers’ daughters, with the glow of 
health mantling on their sensible-looking countenances, and clad most of 


them in substantial, home-made druggit. It was a gathering repre- 
sentative of the Border, and was composed of Elliots, Armstrongs, 
Scotts, Grahams, Johnstones, Fosters, &c., with their oxygenated com- 


plexions and their Dandie Dinmont-like bulk of figure ; while their ample 
thews and sinews bore testimony of their descent from the doughty Moss- 
troopers who peopled that part of the country a couple of centuries ago. Then 
came the supper, which was a proper champion, set out in all its immense pro- 
portions, and the hearty justice done toit by the male proportion of the assembly 
would not have disgraced a gathering of aldermen, After supper, every com- 
pany usually unbends alittle, and this company was no exception to that very excel- 
lent rule. The company unbent so much that although card-playing was resumed, 
I noticed several tables unoccupied, and that sundry youthful spirits had taken on to 
sweethearting. “Has tou got a lass?” says Wat Jackson to me. “ No, I did 
not bring one ; but I can see ‘ Jock’s’ doing not far amiss.” With that Wat 
draws me over to asly corner of the capacious room, and claps me down beside 
a sonsie queen of the most approved North-country pattern. I played no more 
cards that night, nor morning either, for we did not separate till everyone had 
a substantial breakfast. Again “Jock” distinguished himself. He had slipped 
out to the Gullet Pool in the Liddle, and, as luck would have it, hooked a salmon 
16lb. weight, which he landed back with in triumph long before the breakfast 
was on the table. 

As we were steering for Canonbie and home, I inquired of “Jock” how he 
had enjoyed himself. ‘Oh, just splendid ; but we ought to have had more 


fishing.” GILNOCKIn, 
SS TE SE SD 


YORKSHIRE ANGLERS. 


ABOUT eighty Yorkshire anglers and their friends sat down to dinner 
at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on Dec. 9. This was the third annual 
gathering of the kind held in the town, and followers of the gentle 
art were present from various parts of the county. 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. T. E. Pritt) announced that letters of apology had 
been received from Mr. Francis Darwin, Mr. Phillips (secretary of the Yorkshire 
Fishery Board), Mr. Senior (“Redspinner”), Mr. Marston (of the Fisurna 
GazettE), Mr. Abel Heywood, jun. (hon. secretary of the Manchester Angling 
Association), Mr. Ffennell (late editor of Land and Water), Mr. W. Warren, 
and many other gentlemen. 

Professor Ransome presided, and after the loyal toast had been honoured, 
proposed “ The Scoffers.” The title of the toast, he said, was rather puzzling. 
He supposed it referred to converted scoffers, because the scoffer who had come 
that night must be in a fair way to conversion, and he trusted that before the 
evening was over they would see him completely converted. 

Mr. J. 8. Ostler, in responding, disclaimed being a scoffer, saying he had always 
been a most devoted angler, and nobody had ever heard him say anything 
derogatory to the gentle art. 

The next toast, “ Us,” was proposed by the Chairman. 

The Rey. F. C. Kilner replied. 

Dr. Robson also responded, remarking upon the spirit of Freemasonry which 
prevailed among anglers. Though a young angler, he had found that at times 
fishing was one of the most exciting sports that one could indulgein. He believed 
we owed the great development of the art to the time of the Reformation, when 
the clergy, who were then forbidden to partake in the sports of hunting and 
fowling, took to angling. He knew of no more health-giving sport than angling. 
When fishing they forget all about business and other cares, and their whole 
minds were concentrated on the sport. - It was, moreover, very beneficial morally. 
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He knew of nothing that would give a better training to temper and the faculty 
of patience. (Applause.) 

Dr. J. Ashbridge Hall (Lockwood) likewise acknowledged the toast, as did 
also Mr. Francis Walbran (Poole), who pointed to the success of the Yorkshire 
Anglers’ Association, the existence of which, he said, was due to the energy and 
spirit of the hon. secretary, Mr. Pritt. He had no doubt that in time the 
association would equal, if not excel, its two predecessors, the Manchester 
Angling Association and the London Fly-Fishers’ Club. Yorkshire was 
essentially an angling county. It was a great advantage to anglers who dwelt 
in the manufacturing towns that they could be on the waters in a very short 
time. What other counties contained rivers like the Ure, the Wharfe, and upper 

ortions of the Aire—he would not say the lower portions—(aughter)—the 
wales and the Nidd, or the small tributaries that ran into them? They all 
literally teemed with fish. It was a great privilege to live in a county where 
they could fish all the year round. (Hear, hear.) During the last ten or twenty 
years angling had greatly increased in favour. Perhaps as a British sport it 
came next to horse-racing or football. He wished them all a better season in 
1887 than that of 1886 had been as regarded trout. He was pleased to say that 
grayling promised to be better. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. W. Addyman proposed ‘‘ Absent Friends.” 

Major Middleton replied, stating that though he did not now practice angling, 
he took as much interest in it as anyone. He congratulated the association on 
the success it had attained, and hoped the number of anglers would continue to 
increase. 

Mr. T. E. Pritt, in proposing the health of “The Visitors,” humorously 
referred to the superiority of angling over such sports as cricket, football, and 
tennis. 

The toast was acknowledged by Alderman Ward and Mr. Waddy, and the 
health of the chairman was afterwards drunk. 

Music formed a not unimportant feature of the proceedings. An appropriate 
and pleasing song, ‘‘ The Anglers’ Dinner,” specially composed for the occasion 
by Mr. C. Coghlan, the words being written by Mr. Pritt, was sung by the 
former gentleman, who in response to a hearty encore gave a song which 
emanated from the same source last year. The lithographed card, setting forth 
the menu and toast list, was characteristic of the gentleman who designed it— 
Mr. Pritt. It contained several pretty little sketches interesting to anglers, 
besides a number of suitable quotations from the immortal Izaak Walton. 





SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXXI. 


By W. MURDOCH. 
(Continued from page 332.) 
THE HELMSDALE (SUTHERLANDSHIRE). 


THERE is nowhere on the Helmsdale any actual barrier to the passage 
of salmon, yet there are falls at Kildonan which, although of no 
note as a salmon leap, very few fish ever seek beyond, even in re- 
markably early seasons, until after the end of March. The angling 
early in spring is therefore exclusively confined to the stretch of 
river between the Falls and the sea, which, in length, is between 
nine and ten miles, and, to suit the convenience of the six tenants, 
is divided into six beats, each of which carries one rod for the day, 
and is fisbed in regular rotation by the several rods. 

On this principle, if No. 1 beat, which commences at the sea, should be fished 
by the Torrish rod on Monday, the same rod would fish No. 2 beat on Tuesday, 
No. 3 beat on Wednesday, No. 4 beat on Thursday, No. 5 beat on Friday, and 
end the week by fishing on Saturday the uppermost or No. 6 beat, which 
extends to the bridge crossing the river at Kildonan Railway Station, about a 
quarter of a mile above the Falls. In the thorough satisfaction it has given to 
all concerned there is proof enough that this system has worked admirably 
hitherto. Fly is the only lure ever permitted to be used; and the use of the 
gaff is prohibited, not only in spring, but in summer and autumn as well. The 
fish are “ tailed,” hauled in upon the stanners, or scooped into the landing net, 
as the case may be. There is thus no possibility of any destruction of kelts or 
kipper. 

ie the spring stretch of the river there are no fewer than 41 named casts, 
besides streams in which fish, at times, rest and are caught. In their order the 
named casts (beginning with the first or most seaward cast in No. 1 beat and 
holding up river) are :—Flat or Broad Pool, Marrel Pool, Lower Caen Stream, 
Upper Caen Stream, Railway Bridge Pool, Dalliath or Tumble-down Dyke 
Pool, Jones Pool, Broken-faced Stream, Solus Craggie, Kilfedder, Eldrable 
Pool, Gate Stream, Torrish Park Pool, Stream below Carue’s, Carue’s Pool, 
Private Pool, New Park Pool, Lower Torrish, Upper Torrish, Tail of Bay, The 
Bay, Top of Bay, Baddywood, Stoney Point, Cean-na-Coil or Woody Pool, 
Kelt’s-den, Dal-halmy Dyke Pool, Round Pool, Kilournan Dyke Pool, Boat 
Pool, Ewe’s Neuk, stream below Duible, Duible or Devil, Short Pool, Whinney 
ied Kildonan Park Pool, Manse Pool, Little Rock, Tail of Rock, Big Rock, 

all Pool. 

As there is no expansion at the debouchure of the river at all worthy of the 
name of an estuary, the very limited extent of brackish water is soon run 
through by the fish, and should the temperature of the river water happen to be 
particularly low, as is often the case early in the season, a great many fish 
ascend only but a very short distance before coming to rest. Sweeping floods 
also prevent a long spin up river without a break. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE CASTS. 


Beat I. 

Fiat ork Broap Poon.—When the river is in very high flood this, the first 
or most seaward cast in the beat, possesses several lies which the fish resort to in 
order to avoid stress of water, and on such occasions it is frequently good for 
several kills, but at other times ‘it is seldom fished. The first real resting-place 
for fish after they enter the river, it is counted on to afford sport when the other 
pools are all too flooded. Should it chance that, elsewhere, only a yard or two 
can be fished, several of the knowing old chaps of the district advocate remaining 
at this pool all day long, and their opinion is not to be set aside, as when the 
wind is right from the land and the sea moderately calm inshore, fish are con- 
tinually arriving and taking in for shelter. Being newly out of the salt water, 
all the fish caught in this pool are in prime condition. A short distance from 
Flat or Broad Pool is 

Marre Poo..—This is not a favourite éast, yet when the water is running 
the size that suits it a fish or two are got at times. It is noticeable from having 
a large rock at the side, and being a deep pool, it is best to have the fly well 
sunk when fishing it. 


Next in order comes 

Loge CaEN, a nice-looking stream, which very often is good for a fresh- 
run fish. 

Then a little higher up is 

Upper CaEn.—This cast, from being a fine stream at the top, eases off per- 
ceptibly, and gradually widens into a beautiful pool. It fishes well, down almost 
to the boat, and time is not wasted in crossing it with a second fly, more especially 
when fresh water induces the fish to move from one pool to another. The 
next cast, 

Tue Ratwway BripGe Poot, when in good ply, generally yields a fish. As 
the water of this pool is somewhat slack, a good breeze playing upon it greatly 
assists the angler. Leaving this pool, the cast next arrived at is 

DALLIATH OR TUMBLE-DowN Dyke Poou.—A favourite place this is with 
some anglers ; but it is one with which an amount of uncertainty is connected. 
It may, or may not, always contain fish ; anyhow, it does well some days, while 
on other days, even though looking prime, it is fished without arise. Higher 
up is 

JoNES PooL, a very sure place, rarely without a taking fish whenever the 
water is in proper ply, especially in the earlier part of the season. In order to 
command all the water, and fish it so that all the fish may have an opportunity 
of seeing the fly, it is necessary to cast a long line if fishing from the left bank. 
When in ply, the stream above Jones is very good. Below this the river 
divides into two, and should a fish after playing in the stream take down the 
far channel with arush, the angler must either wade or break. Possibly, if he 
is not altogether out of the stream, the lessening of the strain very perceptibly 
may induce salar to turn and head up river. In situations of this kind this 
plan, if adopted at the proper moment, very often pays, more especially with 
spring fish. 

Up river, the next cast is the 

BROKEN-FACED STREAM—a very sure place this is, particularly where the 
little stream comes in from the south side ; then follows : 

Sous Craaarn, a splendid stretch of water, almost always good for sport. 
The lower portion can be fished to equal advantage from either bank ; but the 
stream at the top is wont to yield best when fished from the south bank. In 
the two together—this fine length, and the grand stretch of salmon water above, 
which is called KILFEDDER—there is quite a day’s fishing alone. Moderately 
early in the season, should the water be in trim and a good breeze prevailing, 
the lower end of Kilfedder is first-rate. It absolutely requires a breeze ; but, 
given this, it is often good for six or seven fish in a day. Kilfedder is the 
uppermost named cast of No. 1 Beat—a beat which, when in general play, is 
really too extensive to be well fished by one rod. In the course of a single 
day it often yields 8, 9 and 10, and occasionally 11 fish. 


Beat IT. 


ELDRABLE OR ELDERBERRY Poou.—This favourite piece of water seldom 
fails to yield. Near the top fish lie well in, almost close, to the south bank ; it 
is, therefore. to the angler’s advantage not to approach too near the side in 
fishing this part. The lower end of the pool usually fishes best when there 
happens to be a good breeze. A little further up is the GATE STREAM—a piece 
of very sharp-running water, rather difficult to fish well, but worthy, neverthe- 
less, of one’s best efforts. Most of the fish lie along the south side. Fishing, 
therefore, from the north bank, it is necessary to let the fly well away in front, 
keeping, at the same time, the point of the rod across stream, and well held up, 
so as to prevent the water getting too great a hold of, and bellying, the line. By 
this means the fly travels correctly and not too swiftly. Another plan is to 
make a long cast at an angle of 45 deg., or thereby, and just as the line is 
lighting, send part of it farther across stream by giving a sudden outward 
twitch ; then, simultaneously with the lowering of the point of the rod to within 
a few inches of the water, pull in all the slack line, and if the point of the rod 
is then, as it should be, right across the water as far as possible, the fly will swim 
true, sink sufficiently deep, and “ hang” quite long enough above the fish to give 
them every opportunity of seizing it. 

Dressed on the Sproat bend the fly described below is a great killer on the 
Helmsdale. That it is the favourite pattern of such a keen and capital fisher- 
man as old Norman Fraser, of Kildonan, is sufficient evidence of its merit. 

Tag: Gold twist and yellow floss. 


Tail : A topping and jungle—two small spots. 

Butt : Scarlet wool. 

Body : Narrow oval silver tinsel. 

Ribbed : Medium oval gold tinsel. 

Hackle : Shoulder only—pale green. 

Wings: Double strips of cream-colour feather turkey tail—that is, four 
strips in all, two on each side, the inside ones back to back; a topping or two 
over. 

Cheeks : Jungle—two spots each side. 

Head : Black wool. 








WESTMEATH LAKES FISH PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


~ Ar the Knockdrin Petty Sessions, before Captain Thomas J. Smyth and Mr. 
Richard Reynell, William Murtagh, of Drumhurlin, appeared to answer a charge 
preferred by Michael Rice, water-bailiff in the employment of Loughs Derra- 
varagh, Owel, and Ennell Fish Preservation Society, for that “he, the said 
William Murtagh, did unlawfully, and contrary to the provisions of the 5 and 6 
Vic., cap. 106, sec. 78, chase, injure, and disturb spawning fish, or fish on the 
spawning grounds of the Moneen or Taughmon river, a tributary of Lough 
Derrayaragh, on the 23rd ult.” 

Mr. P. J. Nooney, solicitor, appeared for the defendant, and Mr. W. J. Thomas, 
hon. assistant sec., represented the society. Major Grant, hon. sec., was also 

resent. 

‘ Michael Rice, water-bailiff, was then called, and deposed that on the morning 
in question he was on duty, and observed defendant on the bank of the river. 
There were several spawning beds and spawning fish there. Defendant plunged 
the river with a stick under the banks ; also went along in a stooping position, 
and appeared to be in pursuit of fish. Witness came up and told him he would 
summon him. Defendant said nothing. He had a greyhound withhim. There 
are no hares about the locality ; knew the place well. 

After a short consultation the Bench considered the case fully proved, but did 
not think the defendant meant to kill fish, and fined him in the mitigated 
penalty of 10s., including costs. 


a 





FRESH FROM THE Dairy.—Grocer—I don’t have to crack up that butter, Uncle 
Rastus, it sells itself. Uncle Rastus (testing it)—Yes, sah, dat butter oughter sell 
itsef, tie up itsef, d’liver itsef, eat itsef, an’ still have strength nuff lef’ ter diges’ 
itsef, What yo’ cha’gin’ fo’ axle grease dis mawnin’, Mister Scales ? 
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THE Yorkshire Anglers’ Dinner on Thursday week was agreat success in all respects, 
and the fun at times was fast and furious. “As usual,” says the Onlooker, “the 
‘scoffers’ got up and denied the impeachment, and one bgldly asserted that not 
long ago he was fishing at Penzance, or somewhere else-‘a very long way off, 
where verification of his story would be difficult, and he then caught fish as 
follows, in ten minutes :—1 halibut, 146lb.; 1 conger-eel, 18lb.; 1 codfish, 30Ib.; 
1 octopus, 20141b.; total, two tons. I don’t quite see how he arrives at the total, 
but it is evident that the amiable elongator is not necessarily an angler. Then, 
too, Mr. J. S. Ostler, in the course of his reply to the toast, resented the im- 
plication that he was a scgffer. ‘I would, he said, ‘that I were an associate 
rather than a “scoffer,” that I might say, in the words of Bishop Gregory, “ not 
angles, but angels—were ye but Christians.”’ Cruel, very !” 
* * % 


The Kent Angling Association will hold a dinner at the Commercial Hotel, 
Kendal, on Tuesday, January 11th, 1887. The object of the dinner is to bring 
together those interested in the general work of the Association. The chair 
will be occupied by G. F. Braithwaite, Esq., J.P., President of the Association. 
During the evening there will be toasts, songs, and readings. 

% tt % 


A party of anglers went to a farmer’s house to buy some fruit, and one of 
them put down a fishing-line with a hook, on which was some bait. The 
farmer’s pig immediately incorporated this with his anatomy, and then sought 
refuge in the sty, whence nothing could dislodge him. ‘ Look here, mate,” 
said the farmer, “you've spoiled a deuced fine show-pig with your carelessness, 
leavin’ your line about. That pig’s worth five pounds, and you can just hand 
it over and take the pig, and clear out of this.” “Well,” stammered the 
appalled angler, “TI don’t think he is quite worth that ; but I will tell you what— 
you give me five bob and keep the fishing-line !” 

% ES % % 

A correspondent wants to purchase a few yearling or two-year chub. We 

should be glad to know where they can be bought. , 
* * * * * 

A Georgia paper publishes as truth the story of a Marion County farmer who 
became satisfied that he had a tapeworm ; so be carefully baited a little fish- 
hook, tied a short line to it, swallowed the hook, and tied the line to his button- 
hole. Thenhe waited for a bite. By-and-by he thought he had one and yanked 
the line ; the hook caught in his throat and had to be dug out. He didn’t 
catch the worm. 

3 & > st * 

A correspondent says :—“ Those anglers who only think of fishing ‘when 
genial spring a living warmth bestows’ must feel small when they read that a 
lady, Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, ignoring cold feet and fingers, 
pursued her favourite sport—pike-fishing—at Luton Hoo, Bedfordshire, during 
the past week. Her preference for the quietude of the waterside reminds me 
of the following, from ‘Songs of the Chase ’:— 


‘The angler envies no man’s joys 
But his who gains the greatest sport ; 
With peace he dwells far from the noise 
And bustling grandeur of a Court.’ 


As regards the Thames, which at present is anything but a lucid, crystal stream, 

it is excusable that anglers are not out, as in a few days I expect it will be 

difficult to get near it. The low-lying lands are already lost to sight, and every 

prospect of a still further rise.” 
st ss te % % 

The first smoking concert of the Fly-Fishers’ Club was an unqualified success 
—unless one may complain of too much smoke and not enough ventilation. Dr. 
Brunton, the chairman for the evening, Mr. Wilson, the hon. sec., and Mr. Wm. 
Senior, deserve the thanks of the club for the trouble they took to get members 
of the club and their friends to give their services in singing, recitation, and in- 
strumental music. Thesongs were all good, many of them exceptionally so, 
especially those given by Mr. Walsham. The band of the Crichton Club favoured 
the Fly-Fishers with an excellent performance. The want of ventilation was 
the only drawback to the enjoyment of the evening ; but there is no doubt it 
was a very great one. 

* x * * * 

Have any of our English or Norwegian readers heard authentic particulars of 
the capture, by a lady, of a 72lb. salmon with the fly in one of the Norwegian 
rivers? If they have, we should be greatly obliged for particulars. 

% ss % * * 


A good thick piece of spiced beef is a capital thing for an angler’s lunch. A 
friend sends us the following recipe, which is worth remembering :—Brisket of 
beef 10lb., 1b. treacle, lb. salt, 40z. saltpetre, loz. black pepper, loz. allspice. 
Rub the ingredients well into the beef every day for about three weeks. 

ae = a 5 * 


The Committee of the Piscatorial Society, which has now been established 
just half a century, have unanimously elected Mr. R. B. Marston, Ed. FisHrnc 
GAZETTE, an honorary member. 

& ae * id bd 

Can any reader give us a really good and simple recipe for dressing and re- 
dressing lines—one they have tried successfully ? We have published a great 
many in past years ; but the best are too tedious for all but very idle anglers, 
and they won't take the trouble. 

* * * * * 

Mr. Charles Marvin’s new pamphlet, “ The Moloch of Paraffin,” ought to be 
distributed gratis by the Government so that people may see clearly why the 
explosive glass and other shells called “ paraffin lamps” should be avoided. The 
illustrations make the pamphlet doubly valuable. It is published by Messrs. R. 
Anderson and Co., 14, Cockspur-street. 

% bo ® st % 


Last week we published a letter from Mr. Reginald Lodge, asking how he 
could prevent his line from wearing and cutting through, and stating that even 
‘the Bickerdyke ring had been tried in vain. A correspondent has sinch 
-seen Mr. Lodge’s rod, and has heard from that gentleman. We find that the 
fault did not lie in the top ring (or it would certainly have been remedied by 
the Bickerdyke ring), but in the lower rings, all of which were more or less 
cut into by much use. We learn that Mr. Lodge used very heavy baits, and 
that fact, together with the worn rings, contributed, in a great measure, to the 
fraying of the line in one day’s fishing. Anglers will find it good economy to 
haye new rings put to their rods as soon as the old ones get at all cut. Rings 
are cheaper than lines. From personal experience of the Bickerdyke rod-top 
ring we can speak most highly of it. 
a St * * 


It seems that we are to have a green Ohristmas this year, and no fishing. 


However, though nothing is more freely indulged in, prophesying on the 
weather is an occupation which, were payment for it made at all, and made 
by results, the prophets would have a bad time of it. As likely as not, Christmas, 
so far from being green, will be white as were the sheets at that famous inn 
whereat Master Izaak Walton and his friends made merry. Anyway, we may 
safely say there will be little or no fishing, which will be a disappointment to 
the many whose holidays are few. 
* od Ea * * 
But if anglers can’t fish, they can talk—laying much stress on the word 
‘‘can.” Old battles will be refought, old songs resung, and old fish reweighed. 
What“ elongators” those men are whosay fish get lighter the longer they are out of 
the water! Boon companionship must be substituted for a day’s winter angling, 
and if anyone wants to propose a toast (for at some time of the evening some- 
one is almost sure to be in that condition), let it be to the man who never killed 
an unseasonable or undersized fish,—if such a prodigy can be found. 
* * * * 


Talking of toasts reminds us that a very queer story is told in the Tatler 
about the origin of the word. We must premise the tale, however, by remind- 
ing our readers that pieces of toast usually floated on the creamy surfaces of 
wassail bowls and grace cups. ‘ While a celebrated beauty was indulging in 
her bath, one of the crowd of admirers who surrounded her took a glass of the 
water in which the fair one was dabbling and drank her health to the company, 
when a gay fellow offered to jump in, saying, ‘Though he liked not the liquor, 
he would have the toast.’” 


“My sober evening let the tankard bless 
With toast embrown'd and fragrant nutmeg fraught,” 
wrote Warton, in his “ Panegyric on Oxford Ale.” 
% * * * * 
There is no finer tipple fer a cold winter's day, be one skating or angling, 
than mulled or spiced ale. It licks hot spirits and water into a cocked hat, and if 
the partaker has any reverence for things ancient it may be a special pleasure to 
him to know that he is partaking of a drink which is a direct descendant of 
that famous liquor called, by our ancestors, Wassail Bowl, or Lamb’s-wool. 
Herrick thus gives the recipe for it :— 


“Next crowne the bowle full 
With gentle lamb’s wool, 
Adde sugare, nutmeg, and ginger, 
With store of ale, too ; 
And thus ye must doe 
To make the wassaile a swinger !” 
ro & es % 


The recent storm indirectly caused a great slaughter of fish near Oxted, a 
village which nestles in a charming spot among the Surrey hills. A large tree 
which stood near the embankment of the Townland Pond, on the Borough 
Green Estate, was blown down, and made a breach in the bank. The water 
was not slow to make its way through the opening, and rushed with great 
force over Brook Farm, carrying away a portion of a wall near the brewery. 
Very serious damage might have occurred ; but the water fortunately found its 
way into a stream below the village. The pond, which was well stocked with 
carp, perch, and bream, yielded up its finny inhabitants in great numbers, and 
the villagers made the most of the occasion by catching some hundreds of fish 
which were floundering about in the shallow water. One young man is said to 
have caught over a hundredweight of carp and other fish. A very large number 
of fish were caught with nets lower down the stream. We hope a goodly 
number were returned to the pond. Companions in misfortune with the fish 
were some chickens, which were drowned in the unexpected flood, 





THE LAKE DISTRICT CONSERVANCY BOARD. 


THE quarterly meeting of the Conservators of the Kent, Bela, 
Winster, Leven, and Duddon fishery district was held at the Old 
England Hotel, Bowness, when (in the absence of Col. Sandys) Mr. 
G. F. Braithwaite was voted to the chair. There were also present 
Mr.J. R. Bridson, Bell Isle; Mr. J. Bryce, Burnside ; Mr. Clarke, 
Major Elms, Mr. Gibson, Mr. J. Harrison, and Major Machell, with 
Mr. S. Hart Jackson (clerk). 

As this was the first meeting of the new official year, the first business was the 
election of chairman. On the proposition of Mr. Harrison, seconded by Major 
Elms, Lieut.-Col. Sandys was re-elected unanimously. Col. Sandys had the 
welfare of the Board at heart, and had proved a most efficient chairman in the 
past. Mr. S. Hart Jackson was re-elected secretary and treasurer, for which he 
returned thanks. A discussion then ensued as to the most convenient centre in 
the Lake District for holding the Board meetings, Mr. Hope, of Duddon Hall, 
speaking of the present plan as inconvenient to several members. Jn the end the 
present arrangements were allowed to stand, 


THE POLLUTION OF WINDERMERE BY SEWAGE. 


This important question was raised in a letter from Lieut.-Col. Sandys, the 
chairman. It was not denied that sewage did run into the lake ; but several 
members expressed themselves that the Local Board of Bowness and Winder- 
mere did everything in their power for the proper disposal of the sewage. The 
subject had been a pressing one for some years, and it was hoped the plan which 
was now maturing would prove a safe one. 


DISEASED SALMON, TROUT, AND CHAR. 


The clerk brought before the meeting a diseased char which had been taken 
from one'of the coops in the Winster, and he was sorry to have to say that disease 
among salmon seemed prevalent, and the trout were also affected. Disease in 
this district was difficult to account for ; but Mr. Jackson thought it might be 
due to overcrowding. A smaller number of net licenses had been taken out in this 
than in previous years, whilst last year the number was very much larger, and 
disease among the fish was practically néJ ; whereas, this year, there were few 
fish, and disease was prevalent. Mr. Bridson pointed out that the Lune was not 
overcrowded, and yet the river was not free from disease. The chairman, how- 
ever, said that he had taken diseased fish from the Lune as well as from the 
Kent, and he believed that disease prevailed in Crosthwaite and Lythe. Re- 
membering the crowded state of the rivers in the old time, he had doubts as to 
whether this was the cause of disease. Other members thought that the guano 
put on land might have something to do with it ; whilst it was generally agreed 
that the fish returning from the sea were cured. The clerk remarked that 
whilst one of their rivers—the Duddon—ran through much land where no 
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artificial manures were used, it was one of the worst diseased streams in the 
- kingdom. 
SatmMo Frrox. 

The Chairman remarked that large fish were wont to collect at the foot of 
Rydal Water, one of which he had examined, and pronounced it a male feroz ; 
it weighed 63lb. The fish congregated just where the lake joined the river. 
Major Elms said that many years ago the same large fish congregated in the 
same spot. 

THE SPAWNING OF CHAR. 
The Chairman remarked that it was satisfactory to know that there were 
- never more char spawning than this season, A few went up the Rothay to 
spawn; but the greater quantity spawned at the side of the lake. Major Elms 
had taken as many as 300 char from one spawning bed. Several members 
expressed themselves as pleased at the great number of trout in the lakes, and 
also at the generally satisfactory condition of the Board. 





A FEW CURSORY REMARKS ON THE TRENT FROM 
LANGFORD DYKE TO MEERING FERRY, &c. 


OPPOSITE Langford Dyke end, or, as it is termed in the vernacular, 
Slouch Dyke, and which I have not the slightest doubt is a cor- 
ruption of Sluice Dyke, and extending down the centre of the 
river, is what is locally designated the weir, and is simply an 
elevated pathway some 300 or 400 yards long, and about 23 wide, 
composed for the most part of thorn bushes, furze, &c., &c., and 
covered with gravel and sand, and thus roughly dividing the main 
current from the still and dead backwater. Many years ago the 
water used to trickle through at various points, forming small pools 
in the backwater, from which I have had several splendid grayling ; 
but these fish are wonderfully scarce at the present time—in fact, 
quite as scarce as the burbot. 

I should think that in no part of the river is the stream much stronger than it 
is here, the water coming down with tremendous force. Standing in the deeper 
portions of this current up to the breast, you can just manage to keep your 
footing, and that is about all. I believe it was near this part of the river that 
Mr. Collingham, whilst setting night-lines in the dusk of the evening in his 
boat, was run down bya barge sweeping down in full sail, silent as death, and 
drowned. On a calm, still evening not the least sound can be heard to 
proceed from a barge when thus sailing along, and consequently no warning 
could be given. At low water you can easily wade across the “ weir” at almost 
any part. This is the place for barbel in July and August ; and if you really 
wish to test your skill as a barbel-fisherman, get hold of a fish weighing some 
6lb. or 71b. on fine tackle in this water, and let me know the result. 

This is the spot where some 50 or 60 years ago “‘old Grandad,” as my ancient 
and weather-beaten relative was familiarly called, took (whilst ledgering) the 
two largest barbel he ever caught in the Trent, being close on 12lb. each. Barbel 
of 61b., 7lb., and 8lb. in weight he was often in the habit of catching. He 
always swore they were male and female, though by what marks he distinguished 
one from the other is quite another matter. I have seen the old gentleman, as 
he sat smoking his pipe over the fire, rub his hands with infinite delight whilst 
relating how, when he was playing one of these fish, he had just managed to 
turn his head up the stream when the mate of a barge, which was creeping very 
slowly towards him, drawn by four horses, shouted to the burly captain at the 
helm, “TI say, Maister, just look at the old foul* yonder ; may I be shot if he 
hasn’t got hode of a poest!” To which the captain replied, in the most sten- 
torian tones, ‘ Ah, yar’ll see whether it is a poest or no presently, my lad ; he’s 
not sich a foul as he looks.” And you can imagine the surprise of the mate 
when the splendid fish above referred to was held up to his astonished gaze. 
His rod, which was a perfect hop-pole and painted pea-green, was as much as I 
could hold out as a boy, and it had a steel spike or spur fixed in the bottom 
piece that would go crash through the ribs of a man like a bayonet going through 
a match-box. 

His bottom tackle was simply a piece of strong wire with a loop, to which 
was tied a hook of immense size and strength, and it was with precisely the 
same kind of tackle he once hooked and landed, after a tremendous struggle— 
for I have heard him say it took him down the river over half a mile—an eel 
(sea, of course) that weighed 7jlb. And there are still several old buffers living 
in the village who can vouch for the truth of it. 

In his long angling career several fine salmon also fell to his share ; but it was 
amongst the barbel he committed the greatest slaughter. Fifty or sixty years 
ago the latter fish were so plentiful in this part of the river, I have known boat- 
men who haye pulled them out with a large hook tied on a piece of whipcord 
—i.e., without a rod. Fancy doing that now. Edric Brondbury has told me 
that he has seen them in spawning time, when gliding along in his boat, as thick 
on the bottom as gudgeon—thousands of them, 

Starting from the magnificent row of elms in the hedgerow close to the dyke 
end, and walking along the quiet backwater, the first important place we come 
to is at the end of the weir. If I recollect rightly, there is a splendid natural 
eddy at this spot. In the old days flounders, dace, chub, and roach could often 
be taken when ledgering from the shore with the cockspur, caddis, or wasp-grub. 

Directly you pass the weir, the water flowing from the backwater and the weir 
meet, and the river widens to double the breadth of the “‘ weir” in a space of 
some thirty or forty yards, and from this point right down to Collingham 
Ferry the current for the most part keeps to the centre of the river. In spite of 
this, however, there are several both natural and artificial holes to be met with 
along the shore. I must not forget to mention that in the second field above 
Collingham Ferry there is a capital place for float-fishing for flounders, the 
stream flowing at about the rate of two miles an hour, and, being about 8ft. or 
10ft. deep., the float in this case should be a medium-sized pelican, carrying four 
or five shots, and should be about lin. out of the water. Bait with the tail end of 
a maiden lob or cockspur ona No. 8 or 9 hook, and a few lobs cut up rather small 
should be pitched in at intervals (not too many) just behind, but én a line with 
the float, the line being kept quite taut from the rod-top to the float by putting 
on a gentle pressure on the float from behind. The rod should be nice and light 
for this purpose, and the line extremely fine. Do not imagine that when I say 
floating for flounders (7.e., allowing the float to run down by gently paying out 
line from the reel) these fish cannot take a bait as it swims quietly down 
in the manner described, for I have taken hundreds at various times when 
practising this style. It is most essential that the bait should just miss the 
bottom, and the stream must be very gentle—lazy, in fact. 

(To be continued.) 


* Fool, 





CLUB REPORTS. 


[We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible, They 
should be addressed,“ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible, | 


ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly delegate meeting will take place on Monday evening next, Dec. 20th, 
at 8.30,—R, GHURNEY, sec, 

WESTERN DISTRICT. 

A successful yisit was paid to the Golden Barbel on the 7th inst. Upon the roll 
being called the following 21 clubs responded :—Bostonians, Brompton, Bloomsbury, 
Burnaby, Cambridge, Duke of Norfolk, Golden Barbel, Hammersmith United, Inde- 
pendent, Midland, North-Western, Prince of Wales; Phoenix, Princess of Wales, 
Royal George, Sun Dial, Waltonians, City of London, Rodney, Lincoln, and the 
Seymour Brothers. Owing to the death of the landlord, the Hammersmith United 
will not havea visit, The next visit will be paid to the Midland Club at the 
Prince of Wales, 21, King’s-road, near St, Pancras Vestry Hall, Camden Town.— 


J, JENNINGS, 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

The next meeting of the committee will take place on Friday evening, January 
14th, 1887, at 8.30. I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the donation- 
box from the late treasurer of the Sons of the Lea Angling Society, which will be 
opened at the next meeting.—R, GHURNEY, sec, 

ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The members of this society had a fishing competition on the 5th and 9th of this 
month in the Grand Junction Canal opposite the Halfway House at Harefield ; 
thirteen of them took part in it, and the prize, which was a large oil painting, the 
gift of the artist, Mr. Jno. Hall, who isa member of this society, was won by Mr, 
F, Barnes, who had but recently joined. Very few of the competitors took any fish, 
the wind being so high that it was with difficulty that the lines could be kept in 
the water. At the meeting of the members at their club-house, the George and 
Dragon, High-street, Mr. Barnes was congratulated by all present on his success, 
The society was requested to summon a special meeting on Tuesday evening next, 
to consider when and where the next competition shall take place, there being three 
prizes to be fished for, All members are requested to be present.—W. H. 

AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 12th, Mr. Say weighed-in roach and perch, 4lb. The members who were 
pegged down for the five prizes resulted in a failure, and the match is to be carried 
out on the 19th, from Ware Bridge to Hertford Lock, roaming, or go as you please, 
fish to be shown at the Barge House at 5 o’clock. Members are requested to note 
that next Wednesday is general meeting.—J. WORLEDGE. 

, BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

By arrangement with Ye Friars, the spacious club-room at the Peabody Arms, 
Broadwall, Stamford-street, E.C., was, on Friday, the 10th inst., occupied by the 
Caxton Athletic Club, consequently the weekly meeting of the above society was 
held in one of the smaller rooms of ye I'riary, Mr. Harry Dunn presiding, and Mr.W. 
Pratt in the vice-chair. The minutes, &c., of the previous meeting having been 
signed a general conversation on piscation ensued ; and was successfully maintained 
throughout. Following, Mr, A. Scott raised the question of ‘The Art of Dressing 
and Preservation of Lines,” and in course of discussion thereon Mr. Harry Dunn 
said that he was much obliged to his friend, Mr. Scott, for bringing forward the 
question. It was one he had studied many years : in fact,as longas he had been 
a fisherman. He regretted that the present moment was inopportune to expound 
his views and experiments upon the subject further; however, if the society were 
agreeable, he would prepare, and, shortly after Christmas, read a paper on “The 
Art of Dressing and Preserving Lines.” This announcement was vociferously 
applauded, and at the suggestion of Mr. Scott, it was arranged that the secretary 
should send out notes of invitation to the Press and the various Angling Societies 
in the vicinity of ye Friary requesting the favour of their presence on the occasion 
of Mr. Dunn’s reading. A vote of thanks to the chairman and vice terminated a 
most enjoyable and instructive meeting. The weighing-in on the 12th and 13th 
inst. was not good. ‘Christmas comes but once a year,’ and as that festive season 
is nigh, Ye Olde Blacke Friars wish their brothers of the rod and line, without dis< 
tinction, the compliments of the season—“ A Merry, Merry Christmas,” 

Then push the jorum about, 
And let us be happy and clever, 
Our hearts and our liquors are stout, 
Here’s Ye Jollie Olde Blackfriars for ever ! 
—JOHN SMITH, hon, sec. 
BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A day’s outing in connection with the above society took place on the 31st ult. at 
Pangbourne, The following were the most successful competitors :—Mr, J. Jennings, 
first ; Mr. Beacon, second ; Mr. Goodge, third.—J. DAIsH. 

BERMONDSEY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual meeting of this society took place on Friday, the 10thinst. The principal 
business of the evening was the arrangement for the annual outing for Christmas prizes 
onthe 12th. The secretary also read a letter from the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society (which had already been postponed for one month) asking for the annual 
donation, It was unanimously decided that as they refused to accept the delegate 
elected by the Anglers’ Association to sit on their committee, that the matter should 
stand over for another month, so that further inquiries might be made. The com- 
petition on the 12th did not turn out so successful as we should have liked, so far 
as the takes of fish were concerned, only three members succeeding in getting fish, 
The remainder of the prizes (15 in number) were drawn for, and amicably settled 
amongst those members who went out. ‘The following are the names of those 
members who took their prizes with fish:—Mr. A. Conn, two barbel, weighing 
3lb. 530z.; Mr, Sullivan, one barbel, 231b, ; Mr. Fust, one roach of 60z,—A, Conn, 


sec, 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Business was again to the front till a late hour, Mr, Deplidge in the chair, and 
Mr. T, Keeble vice-chair. Mr, Daws, jun., from the Anglers’ Pride, paid us a visit. 
The harmony wasgvell sustained by the following members and friends :—Messrs, 
W. Temlett, W. Robbins, 'T, G. Douglas, Fred Rowe, Donaldson, Temlett, Forman, 
and 8. Bryan. This brought a pleasant evening to a close. Messrs. J. Smith and 
H. Bryan were out on the 12th inst., but both hada blank, The ladies’ night is on 
the 17th inst., when Messrs. W. Robbins and T. G, Douglas will be with us for the 
last time this season previous to their provincial tour, which commences on the 
19th inst, when they hope to find fishing fresh and waters new. We hope to see’a 
good muster of members and friends on the 17th inst. to wish them don voyage— 
STEWART BRYAN. d 
BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The members of this club will fish at Egham on Dec. 19th for twelve Christmas 
prizes, returning from Staines by the train leaving at 5.23. No takes worth reporting. 
The special half-yearly meeting for the election of officers, &c., takes place on Tues- 
day, Jan. 4th, 1887. 

CROWN AND BUCKLAND UNITED PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Monday evening last the members of the above had the pleasure of receiving a 
friendly visit from the Hustonian Angling Society, when we hada good company of 
members and friends from the various clubs in the neighbourhood. Mr. Penn ably 
occupied the chair, and Mr, Turner the vice. Mr. Hampstead accompanied the fol- 
lowing, who sang some first-rate songs: Messrs, Penn, Franklin, Gibbons, W. Long, 
Shilcot, Pocock, jun., Thorling, Hampstead, Smith, Piggott, Battensby, Jardine, 
Gowans, Brackwell, Church, and Bowley ; Mr, Sam Mocre gave a reading. Mr. 
Thorling being present, was asked to call the roll, so that tae names of the clubs 
represented might be coupled with my report, Previous to that I had the honour of 
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being presented with a very handsome roach rod, with a silver tablet, engraved 
thereon “ As a mark of respect from the chairman and members of the society,” 
which I feel very proud of. Then the following clubs.responded to the call : The 
Crown and Buckland, Eustonians in full force, Nautilus, Reform, Rising Sun, ‘St. 
John’s, Star, St. Andrew’s, Rodney Piscatorials, Golden Barbel, and the Brothers 
Well Met lateron. Consjdering the bad weather, and that there were other visits 
and a smoking concert on the same night, we ought to highly congratulate ourselves 
for the success we met with, and I heartily return my very best thanks to those who 
supported us on this occasion. N.B.—The members compete on the 19th inst. for 
Messrs, Bowley, White, and Hampstead’s prize at Bourne End, when I hope to see a 
good muster. All to start on the norning.—W. H. BurwAsH, JUN,, sec. 
' ‘ CLIFTON ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The third annual general meeting of this society (which was established in 1884 
as the Bristol City Angling Club) was held on Saturday last, the 11th inst., at the 
Bristol Churchmen’s Union Club, Mr. A. Mason in the chair, A satisfactory report 
was presented by the committee, and the accounts showed a balance in favour of the 
Society. On the motion of tho chairman, the report and accounts were adopted. 
The following gentlemen were then elected officers of the club for 1887, viz., Dr. F. 
G. Atchley, President ; Messrs. C. Colman, H. Gay, J.T. Cundall, and E. 8S. Peck, 
committee; and Mr. J. W. Cundall, hon. secretary and treasurer. The rules, as 
revised by the committee, were then gone through, and were unanimously adopted, 
and ordered to be printed and circulated among the members. Mr, A. Mason and 
the hon. secretary were then re-elected as representatives of the club on the Bristol 
Central Association, The records of fish caught during the past year showed that 


_ good sport had been enjoyed by many of the members, and that the water rented by 


the club had yielded satisfactory results, Votes of thanks to the Churchmen’s 


Union Club for the use of their committee room for'the meeting and to the chair- 


man for presiding then terminated the proceedings —J. W. CUNDALL, hon, sec. 
. CASTLE PISCATORIALS. 
The second smoking concert of the season was held on Monday, Dec. 13th. The 
concert was largely attended by members and friends, and proved a great success, 
The following gentlemen obliged with songs: Messrs. Evans, J. Fewkes, Feecham 


. Edgar, C. Thompson, F, Hamilton, W. Hydon, E. W. Wheeler, H. Pyatt, A. J. Smith, 


W. W. Fleet, Brampton, F, Allen, J, Wigmore, A. South, W. Tickell, and J. Gillus. 
ae Millward also gave a very clever imitation of bird whistling. —F. E. LONGLEY, 
on. sec. 
i CLAPTON, 
+ The weekly meeting was held on Monday last, Mr. Geo. Colls in the chair. Ordi- 
nary business was transacted, and, having but a small attendance of members, the 
hog were closed carly, and a vote of thanks accorded the chairman,— Henry Howsn, 
on, sec, 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Forty-nine of the members fished at Denham Long Pound, Uxbridge, for our 
Christmas prizes on the 12th inst. ; but the fish being dead off, not one sizeable fish 
was taken. We gave over at 2.30 by mutual consent, trusting to do better next time. 
On the 14th we had a large attendance of members. A charge being made against 
one of the members taking fish unfairly at the competition on the 12th inst., the 
case being clearly proved, the member was expelled the club. The members 
then decided to fish off the prizes at Burnt Mill on the 19th inst., when I hope to 
give a better account next week,—R. Murpuy. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern on Tuesday evening, Mr, Tayler in the chair. The members present were 
Messrs. Walker, Beevor, Parker, Brunton, White. and Hartley (hon. sec.) The 
minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Mr, Walker reported the re- 
sult of the interview between the deputation appointed at the last meeting and the 
proprietor of the water visited: the further consideration of the matter was post- 
poned pending the receipt of a letter from the owner. The usual vote of thanks to 
the chairman brought the proceedings to-a-close.—IL.- 

GOLDEN BARBEL,ANGLING SOCIETY, 

We had a very. poor show of fish on the 19th inst.,.although that was not to be 
wondered at considering the state of theriyérs. The following gentlemen weighed-in 
roach from the Thames :—Messrs. Green; De Perron, Trowbridge, and Lawford.— 
WHiTs Harr. e 4 

-) HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIRTY. 

On the 12th inst., twenty-one members fished for Christmas prizes between Rye 
House Bridge and the Fish and Hels, nine*prizes only being won in the following 
order : - Messrs, Cooper, 1; A. Hattetmore,2; W. High, 3;H. Steadman, 4; W. 
Norman, 5; 8, Gillett and J. Jeffries dead-heat, 6 and 7th ; M, Pledger, 8; R. Ball, 9. 
The remaining twelve prizes will be fished for on the 19th by the unsuccessful 
members of the last outing, the prizes to be distributed on Thursday evening, Dec, 
23rd, at the club-house.—R. GHuURNEY, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON. ANGLING SOCIETY. 

As previously announced, there are eleven special prizes being competed for ; the 
19th inst. is the Jast day members can weigh in for them. ~The conditions for the 
three special prizes announced last week to be fished for on Wednesday, the 29th 
inst., are as follows :—Competitors to choose their own fishing water; all kinds 
weigh. No competitor to leave London before 5 a.m. on the morning of the com- 
petition, The Christmas prizes will be presented on Wednesday, the 22nd inst, 


PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The quarter y meeting will take place <n ‘Tuesday next, Dec. 22nd. All members 
are particularly requested to attend, as matters of great importdnce to the society 
will be discussed. The anniversary dinner took place on the-14th, when 48 sat 
down to a splendid repast. Mr. George Durant occupied the chair, and Mr. Duke 
the vice. Upcn removal of the cloth, and after the usual loyal toasts, the secretary 


‘responded to the “ Success of the Peckham Brothers Angling Society,” and reviewed 
‘its progress from the commencement, and said it was in a sound position both as 


regards patronage and financially. In response to the toast ‘The President,’ Mr. 
Brodie returned thanks for the manner in which he was received, and said it gave 
him grat pleasure in being present, and spoke in very flattering terms of the 
chairman, who in his turn responded to “The Chair,” saying that it has always 
given him gratification to be of-assistance. There was some capital vocal and 
instrumental music rendered by members of the club and friends, which brought to 
a close one of the most successful and enjoyable gatherings ever held by the Peckham 
Brothers Angling Society. Mr. Stidolph took, during the week, three fine roach, 
we'ghing just 41>.—W. R. M. 
RISING SUN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above met on the 15th inst. at the Horse Shoe and Magpie, 
Great Bath-street, E.C., when Mr. H. Roll, our worthy host, was elected a member 
and treasurer of the society. On the 12th inst. another blank. All in vain were 
the jack enticed by the lively dace and the roach by the succulent gentle; have it 
they would not, and we came home with blank creels, to gaze upon blank trays, and 
to vow vengeance against tbe finny tribe in general.—C. P1GG@ort, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 12th inst. the members of the above competed for the prizes left from the 
5th, on which occasion all the competitors were pegged down. On this occasion 
members were allowed to go where and fish how they liked from the bank. Even 
with this concession the show of fish at the club-house in the evening was very 
small. Mr. J. Wigley beat Mr. J. Smith for the first prize by the weight of a 
sixpence; Mr. J. Smith took the second prize. The other prizes were not taken, but 
will be competed for during the month. Accounts have been received from the 
Anglers’ Association, and also from the Anglers’ Benevolent. All interested in the 
above are requested to attend on the 22nd inst, Atthe meeting held on December 15th 
it was decided that the prizes not taken on the 12th ult. be competed for on the 17th 
on the same terms as before, Mr. J. Wigley and J. Smith excepted. Members wish- 
ing to fish on the 26th and 27th inst, can do so, if they think fit, for the gross weight 





only, Mr. T. Lines has kindly offered a very handsome loving cup for competition, 
the where and how to be decided later on. For full particulars, “ watch this paper” 


and—PIXxIE, 
RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society took place on Wednesday evening 
last at the Station Hotel, Richmond, when the chairman (Mr. Philip Geen) presided, 
and Mr, Dickinson took the vice-chair, The minutes of the previous meeting haying 
been read and confirmed, the hon, secretary (Mr. H. Clifford Taman) read a leiter 
which he had received from Sir Whittaker Ellis, Bart., consenting to take the chair 
on the occasion of the presentation of the testimonial to Mr. A. J. Little (the late 
chairman) at the winter dinner, to be held on the 12th of January next, Mr. 
A. Abbott was appointed pianist to the society, vice Mr. Johnson resigned. 
Several blue-books of the Thames Angling Preservation Society for the year end- 
ing 30th April were laid upon the table, and several members strongly com- 
mented upon the fact that although during the present year individual members 
of this society and the society together have subscribed close upon £50 to the 
funds of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, still no mention is made of 
the circumstance in the blue-book.—H. CLIFEORD TAMAN, hon. sec. 

UNITED DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF WORCESTERSHIRE ANGLING 
SOCIETIES. 

A meeting of delegates will be held at the Plough, Silver-street, Worcester, on 
Saturday, December 18th, at 7 p.m. sharp, to consider our present position in 
respect to the by-laws twice carried by the Severn Board of Conservators, and which, 
according to information received, have to be brought again before the Severn 
Fishery Board at the next meeting, on technical grounds, Various propositions, all 
of the greatest importance for the Worcestershire anglers, are on the agenda paper, 
and the executive hope that all the delegates will attend the meeting, and at the 
time appointed, 7 p.m, sharp.—A. LACROIX, sec. 

WEST LONDON ANGLING CLUB. 

Through the decease of our host and treasurer, Mr, Gilbert, there was not any 
meeting of the above club on Thursday, the 16th inst. Mr, E. D. Mathews won the 
kilderkin of ale.—B. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Meeting held at the St. Paul’s Tavern, Westmoreland-road, S.H., Mr. Bayley in the 
chair. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. For the 
competition on the 19th inst. for two prizes, it was decided that the members fish 
where and how they please, subject to club rules. The books were then closed, this 
being the occasion of the first smoking concert held by this society in connection 
with the South London Visiting List. Mr. Hibble presided in the chair, supported 
by A. Brodie, Esq., G. H. Field, Esq., Messrs. Bayley, Crowne, Smith, and others, and 
Mr. E. Wood efficiently occupied the vice-chair until the arrival of Mr. F, Allard, 
being supported by the secretary, Messrs. Rumbelow, Sparrow, Ansell, Bartlett 
(Brixton Wanderers), Bryan (Brunswick), Smith (Rodney), and others. Mr. Griffin 
started the proceedings, the evening’s entertainment being well sustained by the 
following friends and members :—Messrs. T. Lawrence (pianist), Stidolph (Peckham 
Brothers), Rumbelow (W. W.’s), Randal (Anglers’ Pride), Rich (Grange), G. George, 
Wood, Tagg (Grange), Pinder (St. Alban’s), Dunn (Blackfriars), Bartlett (Brixton 
Wanderers), Durell, Wellman (Clapham Junction), Graham, Goodwin (S. L.), 
Hammond, J. Smith (Blackfriars), Sparrow (Brixton Wanderers), Cooke (W. W.’s), 
Ansell (Brixton Wanderers), and several others, The visit wasa great success, and 
everyone appeared to enjoy themselves, and, had the Act of Pariiament allowed, there 
would have been talent enough present to have ‘continued till the next evening, 
upwards of 120 persons being present. Upon the roll being called, it was found that 
about eighteen clubs were represented. The next visit goes to the Waggoners 
Angling Society, Waggon and Horses, Thomas-street, Camberwell New-road, 8.E., 
particulars of which will be announced in due course.—W. L. GRIFFIN, 





FISH CULTURE—THE HOWIETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, N.B. 
Tne Howietoun Fishery has the pleasure to record the successful exportation of 
two hundred thousand salmon ova to New Zealand in ss. Jonic, and one hundred 
thousand Loch Leven trout ova to Newfoundland in the ss. Sibertan, during the 
last season. 

The American land-locked salmon from Maine (S. sebago) have thriven 
remarkably well at the fishery, and will yield ova early in spring. 

The Rainbow trout (S. irideus) have made satisfactory progress, although 
their growth has not been so rapid as Loch Leven trout of the same age. 

The first part of the “ History of Howietoun” has been completed, and can be 
obtained from the secretary of the fishery. 

The success of redds in economically stocking large tracts of water has been 
very marked during last season. The ova is now simply laid on gravel within a 
few hours of hatching, and if the situation be skilfully selected no farther attention 
is required. 

Full information as to the situation and formation of redds will be forwarded 
on application. 

When streams, either from the quantity of sediment in the water, or from 
their liability to flood, are unsuited for redds, they may yet be successfully 
stocked with fry ; but as in most natural waters the mortality at this age is very 
great, large numbers are required. ; ; 

‘rout require careful preparation before they can be transported with safety, 
the time necessary varying from three to four days in the case of yearlings to as 
many weeks for large trout. ¢ 

Yearlings are, pur cxeellence, the size for general purposes. They are strong 
enough to find their own food, thus avoiding the principal cause of mortality 
among fry, viz.—starvation; they are easily carried, and stand the journey well ; 
they accommodate themselves with the greatest facility to new water ; and they 
thrive so fast in ponds that they will be found a very profitable investment, 

Two-year-olds are recommended where coarse fish or large trout already exist 
in the water, or when expense is no object and sport inthe shortest possible 
time is required. 

The fishery reserves to itself the right to decline any order. The difficulty 
of conveying trout increases with the number of hours occupied on the journey, 
Intended purchasers are requested to state their nearest railway station, and the 
exact distance from it to their water. From the experience of previous years, 
it has been found that although there is no difficulty in carrying trout in iced 
water for any journey not exceeding twenty hours, unless the water which is to 
be stocked is of a similar temperature, some loss will arise from inflammation of 
the gills. Trout will therefore only be forwarded in cold weather. The fish are 
sent by express passenger trains in tanks of two sizes: 40 gallons, weighing 5cwt. 
and Gewt.; and 18 gallons, weighing about licwt. It is particularly requested 
that a lorry cr other suitable curt be sent to meet the fish on arrival. : 

Kyed ovais ready in December. The earliest eggs hatch about Christmas. 
Ova cannot be delivered after the first week in March. Karly fry are ready in 
March. ‘These are the fry of the oldest breeders, and are the best for English 
waters. May fry are the most suitable for Highlands waters. Yearlings should 
be sent to England in January and February ; later than this the carriage is 
much heavier, asa larger quantity of water must be carried. T'wo-year-olds are 
ready by the middle of November, and can be safely transported after the first 
fall of snow at the fishery. 

Yearlings vary from 2in. to 5in. from November to June, and two-year-olds 
from 5in. to $in. 
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Inventors of Silk 
Waterproof Lines, 
Steeled Rods, &c. 





Without above Mark 
no Lines or Rods are 
Genuine. 


THE NEW” ACME” LINES 


ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— ~ 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be not deemed 


satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. 


THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. 
SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY POST. 


EIGHT 
INTERNATIONA 


AWARDS. 


RHA 





FIRST TIME 
OF 
EXHIBITING, 


Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 


“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D. and W. H. Foster, of Ashbourne. 


On receiving sample lengths, I put 


L 


FISHERIES 





the 


ond ler a strong magnifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1), and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0) "This ma two seasons ago. I have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quite good for the chances of 1886, They are, in short, the 


R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 


best Jines I ever had,” 


“ [ have used the ImpRovED ‘ ACME’ Line last season and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, 


LINE AND AN Al DRESSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. ‘ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.”—Sept. 29, 1886. 


Mr, Cholmondeley-?eanell’s New Patent ‘* Whiplash” Taper are now Solely Manufactured by us with and without 
Price 210. and 3d. per yard. 


Metal Centre. 


YoU HAVE GOT HOLD OF An Al 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” 8 and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the price inthe market. Price 1s,3d.and ls. 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. 


The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


REDPATH & CO. 
WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 


FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 


Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON -T WEED. 


Established Upwards of Half-a-Century. 


Specialities. Best Goods. 


SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND CAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 








J. BERNARD AND SON, 
9, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE, 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 


SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 
dead weight. 


SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. 


This old-established Family Hotel, being immediately opposite the FLY FISHERS’ CLUB, is 
espeviaily advantageous for the accommodation of its Members, who can be boarded or served with 
refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to tbe club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its svvired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THH CENTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patronised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 0’clock, Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tea and coffee at 8.80 o’clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, 1s. Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. 
day, ls. 6d. 

A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. 

Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken. 








FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls, Sitting-room Fire, per 





ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), 
GENUINE RED DEER'S FAT, Is, per Box; Post Free, 1s. 3d. 


6 & 7, GROOKED LANE, LONDON BRIDGE, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway, 


E.C, 


CATALOGUES POST FREE, 2 STAMPS. 


POST FREE FOR S!X STAMPS. 


COMIC ANGLER, 


The Ludicrous Experiences of an Old Sportsman 


THE 


after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 


POST FREE FOR 





COOPER COOPER & CO. 





By A. G BARTLETT. 


Kels, and Suckers. 






\ ae ae) 
TROUT AND GouT.® ar! 


12, and 18, Fetter Lane, London. 








COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 


NEST TEA the WORLD PRODUOES, but they confine their 


SIX STAMPS OF THE 
MANAGER OF THE “FISHING GAZETTE,” 





business solely to the sale of the choicest varieties of Tea imported, 


COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s., 
at 2s, 6d.,and at 8s. a pound, and these are all tirst-crop Teas of 
this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China, Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER TRA, 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge,E.C. Branch 
Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 
Holborn, W.C., London. 


COOPER COOPER & CO. 


EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO.,| 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED-DOWN EYED-HOOKS. 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 











THE 





it 
New DESIDERATUM ” FISHING BASKET, 
FOLDING HANDLE Regd. No. 25,692. Improved Girth for 
AN D N ET. New Catalogue Now Ready. Telephone No. 2620. Oy gee 





J. WARNER & SONS. 
HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


BEG TO CALL ATTENTION 
TO THE FOLLOWING 
SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL 


SPLIT CANE RODS, 


‘ Perfect in Action, Balance and 
Finish. Surpassed by none in the 
Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS, 


: Py: a perfect Hook that can be imagined,”—See FISHING GAZETTE, Oct. 
rd, : 


PATENT BICKERDYKE ROD END RINC. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See The Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan. 23rd, 1886, 


THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish. 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art, 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER’S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 


NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- 
CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &c. 

WHOLESALE ONLY. 
In consequence of some Illustrations not 


being ready, we have to postpone 


OUR ILLUSTRATED 


DOUBLE XMAS NUMBER 


UNTIL 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 


NO EXTRA CHARGE IS MADE FOR THIS NUMBER, AND 
ADVERTISERS WILL FIND IT A MOST VALUBLE ONE 
TO ADVERTISE IN, AS IT WILL BE WIDELY CIRCU- 
LATED, IN ADDITION TO THE LARGE ORDINARY 
SALE. ADVERTISEMENTS SHOULD BE SENT AT ONCE. 



































- CONTENTS. 
(N.B.—All rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 

PAGE, PAGE. 

Prize Essay.—Dry Fly-Fishing 343| A Few Cursory Remarks on the 

FISHING GAZETTE Anglers’ Tourna- Trent from Langford Dyke to 
ment at Twickenham Pr ... 344 Meering Ferry, &c.... ¥ wee 348 
A Fishing and Hunting Raid on the ~| Club Reports ... see sc eee 348 

Border Sx ae Fic ... 344) Fish Culture. — The Howietoun 
Yorkshire Anglers ate vee O40 Fishery, Stirling, N.B. «. =349 
Salmon and Trout-Fishing in the River Reports... Sor 351 
Highlands of Scotland.—XXXI.... 346] Scotch Notes ... ... ... as. 352 

Westmeath Lakes Fish Preservation Angling on the North Shore of Lake 
Society o3 346| Superior... RoC ae ODS 

Notes ... as a6 eee ... 347| Worcester United Anglers Associa- 
The Lake District Conservancy tion.—Presentation of an Address, 353 
Board ma ae .. 847) Correspondence sHi3 aa wee 304 





RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 ne Putney. 
45 Fi ieee cage os 
50 ch arnes, 

Add) 55 . Kew. 
75 rf Richmond, 
80 r Twickenham, 
85 Teddington, 


Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 


For Times oF HIGH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning, Afternoon, 

Saturday, December 18 ose asa 6.48 eee sae 7.19 
Sunday, 7 19 Abd oes 7.50 eee eee 8.24 
Monday, . 20 . 8.58 eee coe 9.35 
Tuesday, + 21 10.12 10.45 
Wednesday, ‘3 22 11.20 oc 11.52 
Thursday, és 23 foc 12.0 Age 12.18 
Friday, i$ 24 ens 12.45 - eae 1.8 


Ge River Reporters who want forms and envelopes should send a post card to the 
Publisher of the FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO RIVER REPORTERS.—Reports for next week must 


reach us by the 22nd. 








THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

It will scarcely be expected, after so much rain and with such a quantity of 
water in the river quite unfit for angling purposes, there will be any results in 
fish-catching to record. There is an item of some interest to record in connection 
with the recent netting of the ditch at Thames Ditton, as showing the watchfulness 
of the river keepers, and that nothing escapes their observation. After the netting 
was over, the keepers went back to Hampton Court in the boats, and took with 
them the nets, landing just opposite the Castle Hotel on the landing stage. They 
then washed the nets before putting them in the bag to take hometo dry. By some 
mistake, the small net belonging to Mr. Spreckley got left behind on the stage, and 
the omission was not found out by them until the following day, when the head 
river-keeper went to dry the nets. From a letter which he had received from William 
Milbourne, one of the river keepers of the Thames Conservancy had picked up the 
net, and taken it to Inspector Little, by whom it was reported to the Conservators. 
On application to the inspector, he was informed it must take its course, as it could 
not be given up without orders from headquarters. There was, of course, no 
difficulty in getting it back again. 

ANGLING RESULTS. 

RicHMOND.—There are not many reports of fishing this week in the tidal waters ; 
the only ones are : John Spong, in one day, 6lb. of dace; and Edward Finch five 
dozen, both at Twickenham ; the water is very high and dirty. The fishermen at 
Teddington have made a good start with the lamperns, if it will only last. 

HAMPTON CouRT.—William Milbourne says :—“ Owing to the heavy rain we 
have had, the Thames has become high and thick. Iam sorry to say there will be 
no more fishing this side of Christmas. If the weather lasts ever so fine, it will 
take at least another fortnight before the water will be in condition.” 

SunBury.—The report is :— The river is now unfishable, but there is the fol- 
lowing result to record. Mr. Streatfield, with Herbert, one day, two jack, four brace 
of perch, and two chub, the largest chub scaling 31b.” 

CHERTSEY.—The report is simply as follows :—“ There are no angling records, the 
water is still rising, and in several places over the tow-path.” 


UPPER THAMES. 


As I write the Thames is in ahigh state of flood, and in consequence of continuous 
rains is likely to last into 1887. A fortnight ago the river was in grand trim for all- 
round fishing, with every probability of its lasting over the Christmas ; but now a 
transformation scene has come. The Thames is on the rampage, and over the hills 
and far away anglers see red lights, and wisely stay at home and improve each 
darkening hour by mending their tackling ; whilst the fisherman pure and simple 
(query, simple!) sees nought but a waste of water and intellect before him, and an 
empty larder behind. The colour of the water is not lead, in consequence of all the 
mud haying been washed out in the late push, and if anglers will but choose quiet 
nooks and corners, eddies, i.e., and use lob-worms for bait, good results might accrue 
with roach, perch,and chub, I have no reports from any station of any good worth 
ink. 

Thursday Night.—River still rising, and travelling express, 
go at such a pace.—MARLOw Buzz. 


Thames (Goring). 
Thursday a flood still, water rising, prospects bad for this week.—_JoHN RUSH. 





I have never seen it 


Ancholme (Caistor). 
Nothing but a few fine roach have been landed during the week, and most low- 
lying localities are flooded with the heaviest downfall of the season. All waters are 
much discoloured, and nothing can be done for some days to come.—THOMAS ForD, 


Bure (Wrexham). 

From this river I have received reports of several good catches; the largest fish of the 
week was brought to Salhouse station, and scaled over 16lb. ; from another station I 
hear of a catch of five on the river Bure, the largest being 6lb. ; these, I think I might 
say, are an average for both the Yare and the Bure. Onthe Broad some large fish have 
been caught, but notanything over 201b. During the Christmas holidays I expect 
we shall hear of some good catches if the weather is favourable ; but it all depends 
on the “ blow and cold” whether we get fish or not. These past three weeks have 
been very bad for sport on all waters, even private lakes have yielded very bad sport, 
one of the best only supplying six fish to two of the best rods that could be used. 
I’ve no doubt these reports will dull the fire of some London fishermen, and a good 
job too! They come down here with expectations which are not verified (thanks 
to writers) ; butif they would consult local men before visiting our waters, they would 
be advised. Prospects doubtful.—Rost. Mo... 


Chichester. 

“ Rain, rain, beautiful rain,” is very well from the poet’s view of the matter ; but 
to anglers it, at the present time, is looked upon as anything but welcome. The 
Sussex rivers are full to repletion; sheets of water are over the meadows, and 
angling operations quite at a standstill. The canal at Chichester is much above its 
usual level, A few small bream and roach have been landed, but pike and perch 
are quite off feed. The weeds in all parts are fairly down, and with afew days’ fine 
weather spinning and trolling may be tried with success. The Rother at Selham is 
generally first in condition, and after the flood yields good returns, Weather at 
present changeable ; wind north-west,—GEORGE F, SALTER, 
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Dove and its Tributaries. 
The lower part of the main stream has been coloured for several weeks past, and 


as wet weather, with occasional light falls of snow, continues, there seems but 
slender chances of anything being done with the fly just at present. We hear of a 
dish of eight brace of grayling being taken from the Dove, near Doveridge, on 
Saturday last, with the maggot. This is the only take that we can hear of as having 
been made within the past week. Mr. R. D. Woodcroft took a dish of six brace of 
grayling with the fly from near Rochester, eight days ago, we understand. The 
present weather is good for the trout spawning, and the protracted state of swell on 
the small, as well as the larger, streams will aid materially in the safe migrations 
of the parent fish. ‘Trout are now well on with the spawning, and a protracted state 
of the present weather cannot fail to be fayourably felt in the future,—FosrEr, 
Bros., Ashbourne, 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—Although the weather on many days during the past week has been 
so stormy that fishermen could not put to sea, yet as soon as it moderated many 
boats went on the marks, and have been rewarded with fair catches of herring, hake, 
and whiting, the herring being unusually fine for the season of the year, and up to 
this time scarcely any spawn has appeared on those secured. The largest haul from 

_ a drift has been in long trains of nets, about 4,000, and shorter trains have caught 
about 2,500. Amateurs have had some good sport with rod and line from the pier 
and jetty of tamlin, whiting-pout, and conger eel. On Tuesday, Mr. Rudd captured 
a fine cod weighing about 15lb., and a conger about 22lb.; Mr. Redmore, two conger 
and a splendid cod-fish ; and Mr. Butler secured a conger weighing about 231b., and 
a fine cod-fish 131b. On Wednesday, Mr. Rudd brought to shore a prime cod weigh- 
ing about 201b, , Weather to-day clear and fine; moderate breeze E.N.E.—E. Commr. 


Lake District. 

The spawning season of this district is fast coming to a close. The trout are re- 
turning from the“redds” to the river, andthe sea-fish are making down stream. A good 
number of char are spawning this year, more than for some time past, some lying 
on the side of Windermere, and some other passing up the Rothay. There seems 
more disease among sea-fish than trout, though this is by no means serious. Now 
that the fish have left the ‘‘redds” we can compute the number of fish in the rivers ; 
this is far in advance of the most sanguine expectation, and the fact is of very 
general application. Prospects are certainly better than they have been for some 
years,— EPHEMERA, 

Leicester, 

Anglers have just cause of complaint at the present time, the weather this week 
being the most miserable that could well be ; fogs and rain, with heavy depressions, 
occurring day by day with exasperating persistency. Those anglers who have been 
so venturesome as to brave the elements have been very poorly repaid for their 
endeavours, The climax was probably reached when the waters again overflowed 
the meadows in a great number of places along the river Soar. Very few anglers 

dave visited any of the fishing resorts at a distance from Leicester this week, and 

results of sport may be summed up as almost nil, only one or two brace of pike 
coming to hand, On Thursday the weather became brighter : the sun dispelling the 
thick fog rendered matters cheerful. In the evening a sharp frost set in—ALBRT. 


Loddon (Loddon Bridge.) 


The water is very high and thick, so that I do not anticipate any good fishing for 
at least three days, and should the rain keep off for that time I have no doubt there 
will be some good takes, as I find this last flood will have the desired effect in well 
clearing the river of weeds, &c., which has been so long wanted. Mr. Woodman 
had the fortune to capture three jack last Saturday from one eddy, weighing 231b., 
largest 11lb. With the exception of that, I have nothing worth speaking of. Better 
luck next week.—A, C. CRITCHFIELD, 


Lower Derwent (Derby). 

The Derwent and canals have been well patronised by pike fishermen during the 
week, and with the exception of a few unimportant catches with live bait, nothing 
has been done in this line. There have not been many general bottom fishermen out 
of late. Above Derby some nice grayling have been taken, both in the Duffield 
water and at Ambergate and Whatstandwell. ‘To-day (Thursday) is nice and frosty, 
and should this weather continue, grayling-fishine will be fine, The water is 
running a nice height.—G. R. B. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both these streams are high and much coloured, owing to the rains and fall of 
snow on Tuesday. There has been no fishing, the weather being so rough; and 
there is but little prospect of any for some time if the weather keeps as it is, The 
Pinsley is very high and muddy ; no fishing has been done in it of late-—GWYNNE. 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

Nothing to report this week as regards fishing, for the last rain, which fell on 
the night of the 14th inst., has made the flood worse than it was before. The 
meadows for miles round are under water like a little sea, and not the slightest 
chance for sport. Had the water continued to subside as it did up to the 14th it 
would have been fishable at the latter end of this week. Subscriptions are required 
for fishing.—H, Rout, 

Teme (Tenbury). 

In this district a heavy fall of snow was had on Tuesday, and heavy falls of rain 
have been had, which have made the water rise very high, and it is much coloured. 
Fishing at present isa thing of the past, and will be so for some time. The Rea, 
Kyre, and Ledwyche are all muddy and high. No fishing has been done in either of 
them of late.-—WoORCESTER. 

Teme (Ludlow). 

The Teme in this part is still continuing to run very high and muddy, and com- 
pletely out of fishing order, owing to the continued fall of rain and snow which 
has been had in the district. The Ony, Clun, Corve, and Ledwyche ars all muddy 
and bank-full ; no fishing had in them of late.-—S, LuDLow. 


Trent (Newark). 


Since sending off my last report the river has more or less (principally more) 
been in a state of heavy flood, and no sport at all has been possible. Heavy and 
long-continued rains have been the order of the day since last Saturday, and the 
consequence is that the flood water has now got over the banks, and some hundreds 
of acres of the low-lying meadows are submerged ; and at the time of writing it is 
still rising, and the outlook is very serious. Unless we have a continuance of 
to-day’s splendid weather no fishing will be possible for the Christmas holidays ; but 
it might, under the circumstances just named, get in trim for a bit of worm-fishing, 


-—THE TRENT OTTER. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


Anglers have been unusually scarce this week. On Tuesday and Wednesday 
rain and snow fell heayily, and on Thursday the river was rising at flood height, 
with the water still rising. A few of the Barton subscribers were out on Monday, 
and in the slacks and eddies roach and dace were found to accept a nicely-scoured 
“cockspur.” A friend—a naturalist—informs me that a Derby angler has been 
showing in that towna remarkably fine roach weighing 2lb, Goz, He tried hard to 
purchase it, but was too late, the fish having been cooked. Such an extraordinary 
specimen ought surely to have been retained and preserved. Last Friday night the 
members of the Nottingham Wellington Association held a most successful smoking 
concert under the presidency of Mr. W. F. Wallett, the Queen’s Jester. Thursday 
tee frosty, but prospects just now are not very promising.—THrE MAN AT THE 
- CLUBS, ; : 


._..,, Erent and Lower Dove (Burton). 
No angling in this neighbourhood for the last fortnight, owing to floods. Should 
no more rain fall it will be next week before the rivers are fit, as thousands of acres 
are under floods from both rivers,—8, HowARtH. 


Vyrnwy (Llanymynech). 
The river is much too high for fishing, and full of snow water, consequently there 


has not been any fishing this week, neither will there be a chance for some days.— 
BORDERER, 








SCOTCH NOTES. 


SUTHERLAND LocHS, FoRSINARD.—The spawning season of 1886 has been one of 
the finest on record, The first half of October was wet enough to cause the streams 
to swell just enough to allow trout to ascend the streams flowing into, and descend 
the stream which is always found flowing out of, all lochs which are famous for 
trout. During the remainder of October and the whole of November, which is the 
spawning season proper, the weather and state of the streams was all that could be 
desired, not one night of frost having been had during all the month of November. 
The angler who has never been in Sutherlandshire but during the summer months 
may well wonder how it is that the supply of trout in our lochs never runs short or 
gets diminished ; butif he were privileged to pay a visit to the lochs, and especially 
to the streams that flow into, and the one that is always found to be, flowing out of, 
the different lochs, his curiosity would be set at rest, and he would no longer wonder 
how it is that the hundreds of trout that fall victims to his rod, and that of his 
many fellow anglers, per day do not diminish the supply. The reader of this 
report who has “ been to the North and done it” may well remember the long June or 
July day he has spent on the “ never-to-be-forgotten” lake “ so-and-so,” and returned 
late in the evening with perhaps his 6 or 7 dozen half-pounders, and also that 
from the time he left his hc tel and bade “ good morning ” to his host, till the time 
he retarned, at perhaps eight or nine at night, he did not see the face or form of a 
human being except his gillie. It is not so with the angler who spends his time— 
precious time, I would say—on the lakes in the centre and south of Scotland. There 
he will meet with the collier, the cobbler, the shopkeeper, and the schoolmaster, &c., 
part of whom, it is said, would not mind filling their baskets or bags with trout 
even out of a spawning stream. The writer of this note once happened to mention to an 
inquiring angler the excellent weather that had been enjoyed during the spawning 
season, and how that the trout were allowed to return to the lochs before snow and 
frost set in. He got, in reply, the following : “Iam glad to heur that the trout in your 
district are allowed to return to the lochs. With us they ‘never’ haye the chance 
of ‘returning,’ as they are ‘killed’ on their way ‘going up.’” If such was the case 
in Aberdeenshire there would soon be an end to “ angling with success.” The same 
may be said with respect to salmon spawning on the rivers as the foregoing. We 
anticipate a good angling season for 1887.—Gro. MuRRAY, 








CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS, 1886, 


THE Great Eastern Railway Company announce that a Special Booking Office will 
be opened at the Liverpool-street Station from the 20th to the 24th December, for 
the issue of tickets for use from Liverpool-street Station, on any day up to and 
including the 25th December ; also that tickets may be obtained at the Company’s 
West End Office, 61, Regent-street, and at the City and West End Booking Offices as 
under :—Blossoms Inn, Lawrence-lane, Cheapside ; 48, Lime-street, City ; Spread 
Eagle, 3, Whittington-avenue, Leadenhall Market ; Swan with Two Necks, Gresham- 
street ; Messrs. Cook and Son, Ludgate-circus, Fleet-street ; Messrs. Cook and Son, 
First Avenue Hotel, Holborn ; Messrs. Gaze and Sons, Strand ; 16, Holborn ; Messrs. 
Cook and Son, Hotel Metropole, Charing-cross; 9, Grand Hotel Buildings, Charing- 
cross; Golden Cross, Charing-cross; 70, St. Martin’s-lane; 28, Regent-circus, 
Piccadilly ; 34, Albert-gate, Knightsbridge; 33, High-street, Kensington; Mr. 
Whiteley, Westbourne-grove ; 241, Oxford-street ; Army and Navy Hotel, Victoria- 
street, Westminster. On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th 
December, additional trains will be run from Liverpool-street to relieve the principal 
main line trains, On Christmas Eve a special train will leave Liverpool-street at 
8.3 p.m, for Ipswich, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, &c., calling atithe principal intermediate 
stations ; also, for the accommodation of persons detained at business until late in 
the evening, special midnight trains will leave Liverpool-street at 11.55 p.m, for 
Norwich and Yarmouth, vii Cambridge, calling at the principal intermediate 
stations; and at 12.15 am. for Ipswich, calling at the principal intermediate 
stations below Brentwood. On Christmas Day a special train will leave Liverpool- 
street at 9 a.m. for Ipswich, Norwich, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, &c.,and the 8,.2a.m. train 
from Liverpool-street will be extended to St. Ives, Peterborough, Lynn, Dereham, 
Brandon, Norwich, &c. Special trains will be run for the conveyance of Christmas 
parcels, and senders are desired by the company to fasten the address to each pack- 
age securely, and as an additional security against loss or delay are recommended to 
put inside each package another address of the consignee. 





ANTIQUITY OF THE FisHInG REpL.—Mr. A. N, Cheney writes in Forest and 
Stream as follows :—In that incomparable work “ Sport with Gun and Rod,” there 
is an article by the editor, Prof. Alfred M. Mayer, entitled “On the Invention of the 
Reel.” Prof. Mayer states that the first mention of the reel that he has been able to 
find is in Barker’s ‘Art of Angling,’ London, 1651. There is no mention of the 
reel in the first edition of Walton, 1653, but he refers to it in the second edition, 
1655, as something used by others, although he seems to have had but a slight: per- 
sonal knowledge of its use. The American editor of Walton, Dr. Bethune, says ina 
footnote in the American edition of 1847 (for my copy of which I am indebted to 
Prof, Mayer) that “the history of the reel is a fine subject for the angling arche- 
ologist. Its origin is as yet in deep obscurity.’ During the past summer I cutfrom 
a newspaper a slip, the contents of which go to show that the reel antedates Barker’s 
mention of it at least 600 years and seems to lift its origin from obscurity. I was so 
interested in the newspaper cutting that I neglected to note the paper from which I 
took it, but think it was the American Art Journal. 'This is it :—“ In some notes 
upon an exhibition of antiquities, which was opened in Tokio on the Ist November 
[1885 probably, as I cut the extract from the paper early in 1886], the 
Japan Mail writes: ‘There is one room, the contents of which alone will amply 
repay a visit. Its walls are entirely covered with pictures by the old Chinese masters, 
Two of them, gems from an antiquarian standpoint, hang inside a case which stands 
at the entrance. Theyare by painters of the Sung period—Baian and Riushomen— 
and, apart from their merits as works of art, one of them established the fact that 
reels were used by Chinese anglers in the eleventh century. What is there that 
Chinese civilisation did not possess?’” Since first reading the above extractI have 
but little more than glanced at the American and English angling journals, and itis 
possible that mention has already been made therein of the fact quoted ; still I trust 
it may prove interesting and novel to some, at least, of your readers. If the writer 
in the Japan Mail had given a description of the reel of the eleventh century as it 
appeared when delineated by Mr. Baian or Mr, Riushomen, he would have gratified 
an angler’s natural curiosity ; but had he done so, there is no guarantee that the reel 
would not have been patented in America inside of a month thereafter, 


A New Orper or Mertr.—An “ Order of Honourable Service” is being organised 
by the Editor of Zhe Quiver, having for its object the recognition of long and 
faithful domestic service. Prizes will be awarded in special cases. Applications for 
enrolment may be forwarded to the Editor of Zhe Quiver, La Belle Sauvage, London, 
An article on the subject is arranged to appear in the January number of that 
magazine, ‘ 
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_ ANGLING ON THE NORTH SHORE OF LAKE SUPERIOR. 


[After a long silence, our old correspondent, Mr. D, D. Tomlin, who left England 
some years back to settle in the States, sends us the following interesting notes 
about the fishing on the Northern Shore of that immense inland sea, Lake 
Superior,—EpD., | 


“The mild breath of Spring, from its covert profound, 
Calls the leaves into light and bespangles the ground.” , 


Memory goes back to a time not very far back when Lake Superior was breaking 
its icy bands under the softening influences of May sun and showers; and when 
June came in with warmer days, covering the hills with verdure and filling every 
rivulet, creek and river bank full with melting snows, and awoke the song of the 
birds, the buzz of the bees and called the roses into life, all created things seemed 
to rejoice, and should man alone be silent? For five long months under ice and 
snow, and kept indoors, until the cheek pales and the eyes become dim, pouring 
over debit and credit accounts, or bringing order from a complex mass of figures, or 
an abstruse calculation in which decimals, logarithms, sines and co-sines prevail— 
‘tis then that the brain longs for rest and change; we long to get out into the 
glad sunshine, but the winds still have a sound away up in the tree tops and the 
lake boils and surges, lashing into foam the waves as they break on the beach at 
Park Point. The sunshine is so inviting, so refreshing, that the city man buttons 
his coat and turns his steps eastward; but how the waves break and roar ; how 
the foam and spray plash high up into the cliffs. We push along over the hill- 
tops crossing stream after stream, all of them plunging and roaringidown toward 
the lake, The road crosses a deep gully through which rushes a torrent of foam- 
ing waters, and plunges into an iceberg, coming out below and into a deep pool, 
thence into Lake Superior. Clambering downto the shore one finds huge 
rocks rising above him, standing at the mouth of the stream, and he who 
knows anything of the nature of that prince of all fishes, the brook trout, in- 
stantly exclaims : “ This must be a splendid trout stream!” A few evenings after 
the same visitor can be found on the same spot with a slender rod, .daintily 
adjusting his line and thereon a cast of flies, which he proceeds to lay out across 
the running waters ; instantly he has hold of a vigorous fish who fights for life and 
liberty. . This .Tischer’s Creek is indeed a lovely spot ; in early summer the bull- 
frogs make it their home ; the trout love its seething waters ; but after the early 
rains have gone its rude beauty vanishes as a dream ; bull-frogs have nothing en- 
chanting about them, But let us take our sail boat and follow the shore line still 
eastward. Soon another flood of waters comes rushing into the lake, and our chart 
tells us this is Lester River. Pulling in shore we climb the rocks and instantly 
the deep monotone of some falls strikes the ear. A few minutes and we are among 
the pines, gazing at a sight that an artist would prize as a “bit of wild rugged 
nature ’’ ; down deep below us seethes and boils a stream, roaring as it breaks into 
spray over a huge rock and then whirls round and round in a circular pool, ere it 
forms into riffs tumbling into the lower basin. The many changes in the scenery 
are indeed pleasing to the eye that can be pleased with nature untrammeled and 
unadorned by man’s art ; best of all, this pool and lower basincontain some big trout. 
‘‘ He who runs may read ;” so he who understands the habits of those fish will prize 
the chance of using his flies, and securing a fish weighing a pound and a half or 
two pounds. One can always find fish here if he knows how to take them, The 
angler can almost always be sure of company, a fellow-fisherman of daring, dash- 
ing mien, forsooth not a “belted earl,” but a belted king-fisher, of keen eyes and 
almost superhuman judgment in striking for his prize. 

Beyond this river still eastward lie Sucker and French rivers. Into these the 
visitor can safely run his boat and camp for days undisturbed, let the outside 
lake stormnever so hard. He can push up into the pools, and in the ebb and flow of 
these waters find trout by the score. During the past summer a fisherman with home- 
made tackle, big and bushy, without any positive likeness to any creeping or flying 
thing, trailed it across the big pool in Sucker river and enjoyed rare fun, ‘The hook 
was a monster, too big for any brook trout to get into his mouth, yet each time it 
was dashed at with such a vim by a score of trout every time it was skitted across 
the pool by fish eight or nine inches long. The fish in Knife, French and Sucker 
rivers this past season have been smaller than usual. The big fish are evidently 
being educated up to the standard of judgment as to what constitutes a counterfeit 
presentment of the ephemera, 

From this point we must retrace our steps Duluth-ward, and take the steamer 
running eastward for Grand Marais I do not say no points along shore are 
worthy attention or have nothing grand or majestic in them—far from it! When 
the tourist leaves Beayer Bay he strikes soon into a region at once grand and 
awe-inspiring. The gods in the far away ages might well have chosen this as their 
battle ground ; towering cliffs, deep rayines, rocks around which old Superior 
storms and fumes in restless eagerness, There are numberless streams, among 
which are Cascade, Powder, Temperance, Cross and Manitou rivers, All of them 
deep and awful in their grandeur ; walls of rock in tier above tier almost-to the 
sky line ; the shadows lie in these deep gullies and the waters run through them 
cold and swift, down into deep pools from heights of a hundred feet. or. more ; they 
are the home of wary trout, and he who is daring enough to brave the isolation of 
such streams, and risk the stormy moods of Lake Superior, will ever remember, as 
the one event of his lifetime, the visit to these streams. Poplar river runs up into 
the country for about fifty miles, and drains an immense area of cold spring lakes, 
Big trout are always caught in this stream. 3 

But. contiguous to Grand Marais are fourteen trout streams; some of the 
grandest scenery on Lake Superior, a good lodging house, some genial, whole- 
souled company in Tom Mayhew and his nephew, not to omit the brother, These 
gentlemen are always open to letters of inquiry from campers who come for 
genuine sport and rest, but_a dude or a pot-hunter will find mighty little sym- 
pathy from Tom Mayhew. Near to Marais is Devil’s Track river, a swift-running 
stream that for ages must have been eating its way down, down; with storm and 
flood, with howling winds and beating tempests; with wild convulsions and 
glacial erosions, until you stand and look skyward 200ft. ere your eyes rest upon 
the rock line ; the edge of the precipice forming the banks of this wonderful 
stream, No wonder such a strange name has clung to it. The terrible desolation : 
the roar of the stream ; the utter wildness of the entire surroundings, with scarce a 


living breathing thing around you, but this trail as of a huge conflict running far . 


up into the country, as though a superhuman battle had waged here and 


“ Heat, nor frost, nor thunder, 
Shall wholly do away, I ween, 
The marks that once had been between,” 


It seems indeed a “ Devil’s Track.” The one good thing in Grand Marais is the 
fact that the Mayhew brothers know all the Indians. Their word is law with 
them, They can always place reliable guides with parties who come there to 
fish and hunt, and can insure good fishing for one who can be satisfied with fishing. 

And can I close without a word concerning that singular island in this inland 
sea, “ Isle Royale,” larger than many a kingdom in the old world ; richer than many 
an ocean-washed isle from which miserable fishermen strive to pick up. a starving 
existence ; rich in tradition, rich in mineral wealth, rich in its beautiful scenery, 
rich in fish lore, but poor, forsaken and deserted in all that pertains to human kind, 
Once a county, possessing a county seat, with a village organisation, a thriving 
hamlet and a prosperous mine, But its tenants are the lynx, the rabbit and some 
small game. The houses are deserted, the court house sunk to a ruin, and the 


broad streets have reverted back to the primeval forest. The whole island seems to — 


have sunk into a dismal solitude, but always beautiful, even in its desolation, to the 
antiquarian, To the mineralogist it is above all places an Eldorado, In the long 


ago a tribe or race of people lived on this island and dug its rich copper, who knew | 


how to temper soft metals so as to enable them to dig in this’hard soil—people who 
knew the art of making bronze, ; beiT | 
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To the summer visitor I would say come, see for yourself, “the half-hasnever 
been told,” its glory has not departed by any means ; to the painter, to the student, 
to the angler it is indeed a new revelation, so many points of thrilling interest, 
so many of mournful memories, so much of beauty that the eye cannot take. them 
all in at one sweep, but turns again and again to enjoy its richness, and the thought 
comes up forceful and strong: Will any tribe or people ever again enjoy this 
beauty going to waste? Will the once valuable mines of copper be opened again 
and bring a busy class to inhabit this isle? Will all this 400 sq. miles of land, with 
its 100 miles of shore line ever be utilised? Why do not the hardy industrious 
fishermen live here and partake of the spoils of this inland sea? 


Isle Royale is rich in tradition, in folk lore, but no Indians ever live on it; the 
evil Manitou in the long ago was offended, and the smoke as of a continual fire 
ascended from the island, scaring these children of the forest from making it their 
home. 

Other men may forsake “The Beautiful Isle of the Sea,” because the Mammon of 
wealth is not found there ; but to him who loves the quiet nook, the shady.dells, 
the rippling stream, or the singing falls, under whose rocks the brook trout dwells, 
the angler, Izaak Walton—‘* contemplative man,” will ever love this isle, to this spot 
his thoughts will turn each summer as the years roll around. He remembers. the 
deep pool in which sport and play thousands of fine trout, and among the pleasant 
memories is a scene in which a lady sits in a small boatat the mouth of a stream, 
casting all around her with almost mathematical precision ; her flies lie out forty 
or fifty feet from the boat, and she skilfully hooks and brings to her creel as fine a 
trout as ever delighted the eyes of fisherman “dapping with a worm.’ Until 
Dame Fortune again smiles on Royale, the angler and family will seek rest and-en- 
joyment there, assured of fine sport and freedom from boiled shirts, and watering 
place conventionalities ; away from the madding crowd with its frenzy for style, and 
come home all the better for their trip to Isle Royale. 


[What a splendid region this would be for a party of English anglers to explore. 
—ED. ] 


Sa 


WORCESTER UNITED ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION—PRESENTATION OF AN 
ADDRESS. 


On Wednesday, the 8th insi., a largely-attended meeting of the Worcester United 
Anglers’ Association was held at their club-room, the Union Hotel, Union-street, 
Worcester, Mr. J. A. Griffiin, president. Among those present were Messrs.. F, 
Corbett, M. Holloway (vice-president), A. Lacroix (secretary), R. Wingfield, J. 
Beckley, J. Gillham, T, H. Meredith, C. C. Wall, G. Mapp, 8S. T. Webb, H.. Griffiths, 
H, Hallett, W. Davis, R. Short, W. J. Mason, &. In opening the proceedings, the 
Chairman expressed his regret that Alderman W. B. Williamson was unable to be 
present owing to another engagement, which he was obliged to fulfil. They had 
met there on that occasion to present an address to Mr. A. Barrs, who had been since 
its foundation a member of their association. He then called upon the secretary to 
read the address, which was as follows !— 


“To Mr. A. BARRS. 


“DEAR Mr, BARRS.—We, the officers and members of the Worcester’ United 
Anglers’ Association, respectfully ask you to accept this modest tribute of our high 
appreciation of your usefulness and worth in promoting and furthering the objects 
of our association, your earnest and udtiring efforts in the interests of legitimate 
sport, the generous aid you have so readily offered us, and your genial good-nature in 
the social circle have most deservedly won for you a worthy place in our lasting 
regard, and impressed us all with more than ordinary solicitude for your future 
happiness and well-being. And with our best wishes we ask you to accept-fromus 
this parting ‘line,’ in the hope that fortune will always keep you ‘afloat’; andthat 
you may ever angle in smooth waters, and never be without plenty of ‘ bait,’ is the 
wish of every ‘sole’ in the association—On whose behalf we remain faithfully 
yours, JoHN A. GRIFFIN, President. 

* December 8th, 1886, A, LACROIX, Secretary,” 


The address was written in old English and artistically illuminated by Mr. T. E. 
Meredith. The chairman, in a few remarks of a complimentary character, presented 
the address to Mr. A, Barrs amid applause. In thanking them for the gift, Mr. 
Barrs said he was going to leave them ; but it would, he hoped, be for a short.period. 
He thought his absence would not extend over more than two years. He added an 
expression of belief that if the fishing in Worcestershire were properly preserved, 
angling in the Severn would be second to none in the world. Mr, Wingfield said he 
was deputed by the Izaak Walton Angling Club to convey to Mr. Barrs their regret 
that he is leaving the city, and to thank him for the services he had rendered to 
anglers. Mr. Barrs had given much help in the efforts to do away with the 
small meshed nets. They had twice been carried by the Fishery Board, 
and he believed ona third attempt they would succeed. Mr. F. Corbett said he had 
been lately appointed a member of the Severn Fishery Board, and his object in 
attending there that evening was to know the wishes of the angling clubs. If he 
understood those wishes aright, they were chiefly anxious that, the, small-meshed 
nets should be done away with. The anglers complained that the small-meshed nets 
were practically destroying the fish in the Severn, and making it useless for angling 
purposes. If that were so, they had made out a very strong case. He suggested, 
however, that the knife might cut both ways, and asked what the fishermen who 
used those nets would doif the practice was abolished, He asked if it would not be 
better that they should raise a sum of money in return for the loss of these nets. 
Tn two or three years they would be compensated by the great increase in the size 
of the fish ; therefore the money need only be paid for two years. He asked for 
information as to the number of fishermen using such nets, and said a discussion 
on the point would be invaluable. Mr, Barrs said he did not believe in buying out 
the fishermen, So far as he knew, there were only two men who ,took out licenses 
of this kind in the past year, and they paid_ 7s. 6d. each, With the nets they used 
they could take fish l4oz, in weight. This, however, spoiled their sport and 
the sport of the angler also, in addition to spoiling the fish for the 
people. He asked if it was reasonable that anglers who paid £600 or 
£700 a year for their sport should be subjected to this loss, owing to the 
use of the small-meshed nets? In Bewdley he could take more trout than he could 
catch white fish in Worcester in the same time. At Bridgnorth and Shrewsbury 
they were also protected—why not, he asked, in Worcester, where they paid the 
largest amount? The Worcester anglers paid £169 every year for licenses, and they 
could not get £20 worth of fish out of itall. They do not even receive the worth of 
the bait they used ; they paid for their licenses for nothing atall. Mr, R. Wingfield 
spoke in the same strain, and said that the net-fishermen with the small-meshed 
nets were doing serious damage to the sport of anglers, Mr. T. Hollingshead (a net 
fisherman) said the fishing with these nets did not pay now. Three men were re- 
quired to work each net, and each man only got 30s. for the season, and would have 
to pay the expenses of mending. Asked if these nets were not sometimes used by 
two men only, he replied that it does occur; but that is when they have a bit of 
netting for themselves. Mr. Corbett said this would make £9a year, or £18 for two 
years he had referred to. After making allowances for the sum the 
men could earn if deprived of the nets, he thought that £12 would 
be sufficient compensation, and that anglers, and people outside angling 
circles, too, would be able to raise enough to compensate these fishermen. 
He would be glad to help them in order to do away with any opposition, When an 
angler took out his license he might pay twopence besides the shilling, in order to make 
this compensation. That would smooth the way. He added, “I would not mind 
subscribing £2 myself.” Mr. Barrs again expressed his opposition to buying-owt pro- 
posals ; but, after a brief discussion, the meeting adjourned without coming to a 


|, decisions On Monday last; at the Bull’s Head’ Inn, High-street, Worcester, beau- 
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tiful Worcester china cup was presented to Mr. A. Barrs by the members of the 
senior angling club. Mr, M. Perks (vice-chairman) presided, and Mr. W. Pugh 
occupied the vice-chair, and among those present were Messrs. Councillor J. J eff, W. 
Prosser (secretary), T. E. Meredith, J. Gillham, W. Handley, J. A. Griffin, A. 
Lacroix, &c, The chairman made the presentation with a few well-chosen remarks, 
and Mr, Barrs acknowledged the gift. The cup was handed over containing a bottle 
of champagne, and this was repeated three times. The inscription upon the cup 
was as follows :—‘‘ Presented to A. Barrs by the members of the Worcester Angling 
Association as a mark of sincere esteem and respect, December, 1886.” The netting 
question was afterwards discussed, and a beautiful evening was spent. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


“One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless Jiald for argument, 
speculation, and experiment.’—T, E, Priv, 





[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


“THERE'S NAE LUCK ABOUT THE HOUSE.” 


S1r,—I am obliged to “Struan ” for his desire to put me right as to the author- 
ship of the above song. I had, however, fallen into no error, nor could I very well 
do so, since I was writing the quotation with the book before me, and the song is 
therein prefaced by a paragraph stating that its authorship is disputed, some attri- 
buting it to William Julius Mickle, some to Jean Adams, and—since it always finds 
a place in an edition of his poems—others evidently attribute it to Burns, 

Personally, I am indifferent as to whom the merit of its composition belongs ; 
and I cheerfully agree with “ Struan” that Jean Adams ought to be credited with 
it. In that case my position is strengthened to this extent—that Jean Adams con- 
firms Burns (or vice-versd), and that the “blae (or pale blue) hose” of Burns are 
identical in shade with the “ hose 0’ pearl blue” of Jean Adams,—I am, &c., 

Keighley. W. NAYLOR. 





THE RE-NUMBERING OF HOOKS. 


Srr,—It seems we are as far off a satisfactory result in this problem as ever. No 
sufficiently good suggestion has yet been made to obtain acceptance ; but I should 
be sorry to see the question, now that it has been raised, allowed to rest unsettled. 
In a previous letter I advocated the adoption of a mathematical system—that is to 
say, having fixed the size of hook No, 1 as the smallest (measured across from point 
the shank), all other sizes, 2, 3, 4, &c., should go on increasing by an ever larger 
amount, so that the difference between, say, 12 and 13, measured in a fraction of an 
inch, would be greater than that between, say, 3 and 4, 

I still believe this is the right road ; but Ihave been quite unable to discover a 
suitable formula, 

How would it be to,say, let each size be a quarter as large again as the size before 
it? But this would not be perfectly mathematical. 

The advantage of uniformity is clearly seen in the Whitworth thread for screws 
(now, I suppose, universal), the sizes of shot, the sizes of gun-bores, and numberless 
other examples ; and why not fish-hooks 7—I am, &c., Jee s 





THE SALMON-FISHING SEASON. 


S1r,—In reference to the opinion expressed in the “F, G.” in favour of “an 
abbreviation, rather than a prolongation, of the time for killing salmon, either with 
nets or rods,” by “ Veritas” and “ H. L.,” I propose writing a few lines. 

At the last annual meeting of the Berwick Salmon-Fishing Company it was 
stated that a Bill has been drafted for the reformation or consolidation of the salmon 
fisheries laws relating to Scotland, and that this proposed Bill had been shown to 
the Tweed Commissioners (a different body to the B.S. Co.), and that they had 
agreed to the Tweed being included in the proposed Bill. 

Of course, most of your readers are aware that the Tweed runs in both England 
and Scotland, though mostly in the latter, and is governed at present by special 
Acts of Parliament of a stringent character. 

At the same meeting of the B.S. Co. it was stated that it was now imperatively 
necessary to have an extension of the net-fishing season, as had been again and 
again proved by the fact that the last few days of the season were invariably those 
on which by far the most fish were caught, and without which they would be 
speedily ruined. 

The B.S. Co. is simply a commercial company, who are only interested in the 
matter in relation to the prosperity of their shareholders. They own many fishing 
stations, representing a large capital, and it is their interest not to kill the goose 
which has laid the “ golden eggs” in the past. 

Although this is so, it is a question as to whether they are the best judges con- 
cerning the propriety of an extension of the netting season, 

Tt has been found in other cases that those whose interest it was to have pre- 
served the fishery have been those who, in their haste to get gain, have been the 
most active in its destruction (after us the deluge), as witness the undone condition 
of the herring and white-fishing industries, as well as other illustrations that might 
be given (if there was space) concerning the crab, lobster, oyster, mussel, and clam 
fisheries. 

Therefore, it is exceedingly urgent and most important to all the public that such 
an extension should not be granted simply to clamour or to suit the exigencies of a 
commercial company, who find a difficulty in making their speculation satisfy the 
shareholders. A temporary prosperity would enable the shares to be disposed of by 
the knowing ones at a good price. 

Undue restriction is to be avoided. The proper policy to be pursued is to take as 
much fish from the river as can be done without risk to the permanent supply, and 
it is better to err on the safe side—i.e., to take too little, than too much. No man 
should be judge in his own case, for “it is seldom that self holds the wavering 
balance true”; therefore, what is required is that the matter shall be fully investi- 
gated by competent and disinterested parties before any decision is made as to 
alteration in favour of an extension of the net season. 

There is no denying that the Tweed has, for a number of years, become steadily a 
later river. What is the cause, or causes, of this? There must be some solution to 
this. What is it? 

Is it owing to the drainage and high cultivation (use of chemical manure, &c.) of 
the watershed, or does it arise from the deadly destruction—amounting to extermi- 
nation—of the spring-running fish? Anyone seeing such an array of nets on the 
Tweed need not wonder that during the netting season few fish are able to get up 
the river. The wonder is that any are able to escape. This has gone on for years, 
and must have had its effect. 

“The proof of the pudding lies in the eating,” and judged by that test, the effect 
has been ruinous to the permanent fishing,—I am, &c., 


Berwick-on-T weed. JOSEPH JOHN HILLS, 





WHAT IS A BLOA? 


Srr,—I wish Mr. Pritt would be kind enough to keep his coat on while the settle- 
ment of this question is in progress. He not only mauls one so frightfully, but he 
fences so well, in consequence of the freedom of his (literary) arms, that I fear I 
shall not be able to “land him one” effectively. I can’t, however, throw up the 
sponge. I must claim to have distinctly and clearly traced the derivation of the word 
“blae” (of which “bloa” and “blea” are but other forms), and haye shown that, accord- 
ing to “ Chambers’s Dictionary ” and other authorities, the word means “ blue, sharp, 


keen,” and that it has no connection with such meanings as “transparent” and 
“colourless.” These latter, Mr. Pritt is continually repeating, are correct definitions 
of the Anglo-Saxon word “ blewec.” That may be so; but itis not the meaning of the 
word “blac” we are in search of ; the word whose meaning is in dispute is bloa, 
the correct form of which, Mr, Pritt told usin the “ F. G.” of Nov. 20, is “blea.” It 
is, therefore, a waste of time, and altogether beside the mark, to lug in the word 
‘“blee,” for the simple reason that it is not at all in dispute. 

It isequally useless for Mr. Pritt to say that blea is derived from blac, because it 
is not so, and our friend cannot produce a single authority to support him. Neither 
is it, as he first stated, a contraction of “bleak.” Blea is, as I have shown, an inde- 
pendent word, having a distinct meaning or meanings. As additional proof, I have 
referred him to the Scotch “ Glossaries,” which give its meaning as “ pale blue, the 
colour of the skin when bruised.” I have also given illustrations of its employment 
in this sense by quotations from Burns. I have shown, by a comparative table, that 
it forms the root of the word “blue” in the Swedish, Danish, Icelandic, German, 
French, and modern English languages. I have shown that it is still in use in the 
North of England and in Scotland, and have given examples to prove that it still 
retains, in these places, its original meaning—“ pale blue.” 

And yet, after all this, Mr. Pritt is not satisfied. Why does he not dispute and 
disprove my statements? Why does he not upset the authorities? For the simple 
reason that it is futile to attempt it ; the position is too strong—the facts cannot be 
argued away. Instead, therefore, of directing his forces against the citadel itself, 
our friend prefers (and I admire his discretion) to do a little all-round skirmishing, 
His first effort in this direction is as follows :— 

“And so ‘bloa,’ which you admit is the same thing as blea, means ‘ blue,’ does it, 
Mr. Naylor? Blea-tarn and blea-moor, for instance, will be blue then, will they? 
I think not ; ble@c, cold, they both are—blue, never, unless I am colour-blind.” 

Not so fast, Mr. Pritt—not so fast, please. If you will kindly turn to my article 
in the “ F, G.” of Dec. 4, and read it more carefully than it would seem you have, 
you will find these words :— 

“That the word [blea], in addition to its colour meaning, is intended to carry 
with it the sense of cold, is evident from its application to bleak and exposed places, 
such as blea moor, blea tarn, blea water, &c,., in the Jake district, which, at certain 
seasons, are blea enough, in all conscience. Blea and bloa also cary a double mean- 
ing of cold and colour combined in other applications—such, for instance, as the 
bluweness of the skin arising from cold.” 

Mr. Pritt, at the moment he wrote this passage, must have forgotten the quota- 
tion he himself gave from Jackson’s book in the “F.G.” so recently as Nov. 20, 
and which says that ‘“ Bloa, or blea, is a North-country word, signifying the colour 
of the clouds. Blea seems generally significant of cold.” 

Mr, Pritt next repeats his contention that “ bloa” means “a colourless feather— 
using the word ‘ colourless’ to signify a pale shade of no positive colour, or a trans- 
parency.” This, of course, is so much nonsense. Words are made to express definite 
meanings, and to recall to the mind’s eye, when used, the objects they haye been 
constructed to represent. Substitute “colourless” for blea, and try it. We should 
have a water-hen colourless, and snipe colourless, a fieldfare colourless, &c., &c., in 
which there is neither rhyme nor reason. 

Because I have been contending, and have, moreover, prove that blea means blue, 
Ihave not undertaken to prove that every angler, or every writer on angling, 
makes correct and proper use of the word. Not at all. It must be borne in mind 
that North-country anglers, one or two hundred years ago—the small farmers and 
farm-labourers, &c., living in the vicinity of rivers, who first fabricated these arti- 
ficial flies, and gave them their various names—were not an educated class, Even 
Theakston’s book—and it is the best of its class—betrays many indications of this, 
I say it, not in the smallest degree to his disparagement, but in palliation of any 
little discrepaucy or redundancy of expression which his writings may disclose to 
the eyes of severe critics. 

Theakston was the first to put into proper form, and to classify, the artificial flies 
of the North Country, which, up to his time, had been handed down from father to 
son, as it were, by tradition only. 

Mr. Pritt next takes “an angler’s snipe feather,” and asks the first six non- 
anglers he meets what its colour is ; and he says that No. 1 would call it “ pearly- 
grey or blue”; No, 2, “smoky-grey”; No. 4, “smoke colour”; and No. 6, “ bluish- 
grey.” Thank you, Mr. Pritt ; four of your six referees have declared the feather 
to be what Theakston calls “ bloaish ”—i.e., inclining to blea. But why does Mr, 
Pritt always selest the snipe’s feather as his test? Because he knows that therein 
les his strongest point. Let him take feathers from birds of pronounced “ blea ”’ 
plumage—say, for example, the water-hen, the heron, the tern, the sea swallow, the 
merlin hawk, the fieldfare, the pigeon, &c., &c.—and submit these to his six non- 
angling judges, and the verdict would most certainly be, “Blue.” And these are 
the pick of the feathers used for blea flies. 

Mr. Fritt next produces a list of bloa flies, which he apparently imagines are 
pazrlers and such as cannot be at all reconciled with the definition “blue” for 
“blea,” 

Let us look at them. There are the water-hen bloa, fieldfare bloa, snipe bloa, 
dark bloa (this is from the water-hen), iron bloa, and poult bloa. These may be 
passed at once as being dressed with feathers that are accurately described by the 
word ‘“‘blea”; so also may the stone bloa, which is from the jack-snipe. The cub- 
down bloa, which is in the list, may also be passed as a blea, and is almost as strong 
an argument as Mr. Pritt could possibly bring against his own case. W hy? 
Because it does not take its name from the feather, which is that of a swift, but 
from the fur with which it is dubbed, and which imparts to it a proper. blea shade, 
‘‘ Dub it,” says Mr. Pritt, in his own book, page 38, “with down from a fox cub, or 
from a water-rat,” which are both distinctly blue in shade. How now, my friend? 
I have thee on the hip! 

We have next the starling bloa, which Mr. Pritt says is ‘all white.” I shall dis- 
miss this gentleman without much ceremony. In the first place, 1 would remark 
that I have never seen it named or referred to in any angling work other than Mr, 
Pritt’s. In the next place, in an angling experience of over thirty years I have 
never heard it mentioned. Of course, flies from the starling we have in abundance ; 
but a “starling bloa” I never heard of. I take it for an old fly under a new name 
(of which, by the way, there are sadly too many), and I treat it as a misnomer, 
From the dressing I should call it the ‘“‘Nankeen Spinner” of Jackson, as Mr. Pritt 
does himself in his book, and it is a bad substitute, or perhaps an indifferent imita- 
tion, of a very excellent evening fiy, well known as the Coachman. 

Mr. Pritt may not, perhaps, be satisfied that I should pass this fly with somewhat 
unseemly haste, seeing that he calls it a “ bloa,” and that it is “all white.” Having 
turned my back upon it, on second thoughts I have determined to let Mr. Pritt 
score off it. How, then, does his rendering of the word “blea ” by “ pale—colour- 
less” apply, or look, or sound? Mr. Pritt would say, of an “all white” feather, a 
“yale white” or a * colourless white.’ Once more, my friend, how now? Is this 
form of expression less redundant than “blue bloa”? Certainly it isnot! Our 
friend, however, only arrives at the fulness of joy when he comes to the olive bloa 
and yellow-legged bloa, and exclaims, “How much blue have these flies about 
them ?”’ 

Mr. Pritt is, no doubt, aware that the “ blue” dun, the olive bloa, and the yellow- 
legged bloa are one and the same fly in different stages of transformation. The blue 
dun, as its name implies, is dressed blue—‘“the wings of a fine, smoky-blue tinge,” 
says Theakston, “ taken from the starling.” Francis says it is known in Lancashire 
and Cumberland and that district as the “blue and olive bloa.” “In April,” says 
David Foster, “it is known as the ‘ yellow dun,’ light and dark ;” and he adds that 
“in the cold water near the springs, more especially in the lime-stone districts, the 
fly appears of a light blue tint.” A reference to the illustration of it in Francis’s 
book will show that he also gives the outer edges of the wings a blue tinge ; but, as 
I have before stated, I have not undertaken to prove that in every instance the word 
has been correctly applied. 

The descriptions of the other two flies, “ pale blue bloa” and “ pigeon blue bloa,”’ 
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are no doubt redundancies ; but, as I have said before, we must not expect too much 
in a literary point from these men. It is more than probable, however, that the 
words “blue pigeon” are introduced to indicate clearly what was intended. He 
(Jackson) did not mean a white or “colourless” pigeon, nor yet a brown pigeon ; 
he meant the rock or blue rock pigeon. And this is borne out by his instructions 
for dressing the fly : “ Wings, feather of a blue pigeon’s neck.” 

There now only remains the reference to my quotations from Burns, in which 
Mr. Pritt thinks I have committed suicide. “If ‘blae’ means ‘blue,’ why should 
Burns say his bonnet was blue and his hose were blae?” asks my friend, “For 
more reasons than one,” I answer. Had it been prose I might have said it was to 
avoid tautology, which, in a genius like that of Burns, would have been bad form. 
Instead of always saying “I'll bet you half-a-sovereign,” we vary it, and say “Til 
Jay you ten shillings.” It was rhyme, however, and Burns had to give a word 
which should not only be correctly descriptive of the co'our of the bonnet, but 
should also chime with “hue,” the termination of the preceding line, and he found 
it in “blue.” As to Mr, Pritt’s far-fetched and funny suggestion that “the blue 
stockings of the Scotch peasantry become blae after many washings,” I must really 
decline to take serious notice of it, 

Has it not struck Mr. Pritt that Burns was describing the dress of a fop, dressed 
from head to foot in the very pink of fashion? Is it likely that such a youth, with 
his legs exposed to the knees in the then fashionable knee-breeches, would appear in 
stockings that had become simp'y unsightly by reason of “many washings”? We 
must have better argument than this, my friend. 

I find I have omitted to notice Theakston’s “ bloa brown,” upon which Mr, Pritt 
Jays much stress. ‘“ Has anyone ever seen a blue-brown?” &c., asks my friend. “I 
trow not,” says he. The feather alluded to is the light snipe, from under the wing, 
which has certainly a brown foundation, and even Mr. Pritt admits that it has a 
blue shade also, The feather was the most appropriate that Theakston knew of, 
and the description holds good. 

I stated, in my last article, that dlacberry, bleaberry, and blueberry were all 
common names for the bilberry. Why has not Mr. Pritt proved they are not so, or 
why does he not say, and prove, that “ pale,” “ colourless,’ and “ transparent ” would 
be appropriate descriptions of this well-known fruit? In this instance, not even 
one of his three definitions will apply. 

At some future time, Mr. Pritt, we will have the matter up again over a pipe ; 
but I must now bring this inordinately long paper to an end. I have made it long 


in my anxiety to cover every point. I hope, and think, I have done so, Bon soir, 
mon ami.—I am, &c., 
Keighley. W. NAYLOR. 


[We wish our friends would select some more generally interesting subject to 
come to “b'oas” about. We fear not one ina thousand of our readers cares to know 
more about bloa than they do now.—ED. | 





Srr,—I have fished the North-country streams, particularly those of Yorkshire, 
for over forty years,and always understood “ bloa” to mean “a light and somewhat 
transparent shade,’ without regard to any particular colour. If it meant “ blue,” 
how could we have “olive bloa,” or “ little blue bloa,” which, if such were the case, 
would be equal to “olive blue” and “little blue blue’? 

In Ireland the country people always use the word “ blae” (the same as “ bloa”’) 
to signify unbleached cotton, or linen, or thread, and surely none of these could 
possibly be called “ blue” !—I am, Xc., AN OLD Rob. 





MR... PRITT, IT DOES NOT. FIT. 


Sir,—My first mental ejaculation, after reading about a mile of Mr. Pritt’s 
elaborate dissertation, was “Blow the whole business!” and after labouring 
through the whole treatise, I remarked (to myself) that this “ Blea” controversy, 
which has got into a muddle beyond all hope of elucidation, should be shunted by 
the Editor of the “F.G.” The readers thereof are probably all tired of reading 
the numerous theories—all of them speculative, some strikingly impossible, others 
more than doubtful, and the rest decidedly poetical. 

One point (I may not call it an argument) which Mr, Pritt emphasised and 
reiterated was that “blea” meant “colourless,” and hence it was applicable to a 
pale blue feather or a light brown or grey feather. That blue, or brown, or grey 
colours should be called “ colourless” just to fit in with the theory that “ blea,” 
which represented something colourless, was appropriate to indicate a fly made of 
light blue, or brown, or grey feathers struck me as being a very curious quality of 
logic, or a very bold style of controversy. 

I write several days after seeing Mr. Pritt’s last article ; but I think (and I fain 
hope) I have not misquoted or misunderstood him in regard to the one point I have 
commented upon. 

The derivation of words, whilst itis a most interesting study (often laborious), is 
necessarily liable to lead to the promulgation of preposterous theories, and many 
savants have been sold by plausible and apparently demonstrable derivations brought 
to their notice. If this be true, how easily imposed upon may those be who have 
no knowledge and no notion of seeking instruction from those who have! I re- 
member a rather amusing illustration of this which occurred about twenty-five 
years ago, A friend of mine had a son and heir born to him, and after much 
thought concluded to call him “Fitzherbert.” He informed his friends of his 
choice of a name for his son, one of whom very seriously asked him if he knew how 
the name of “ Fitzherbert’”” came about. Confessing he did not, his friend said, 
“ Then I will tell you. ‘The Herberts were an old and aristocratic family, of which 
there were several branches, A member of one branch of the family was subject to 
fits, and to distinguish him from the others who didn’t have fits he was called ‘ Fitz- 
herbert,’ ” 

My friend, quite believing (more believing than I am to the theory of Mr, Pritt’s 
as to “ blea’’), felt glad he had in time been thus informed, and at once decided to 
leave out the “ Fitz.” His son, Herbert ——, is alive to-day, and I can produce him 
as I can vouch for the truth of this episode.—I am, &c., 

COMMENTATOR. 


P.S.—I am an admirer of Mr, Pritt’s writings, so he need not trouble to don the 
gloves and train for a fight, 





A NOVEL MOUSETRAP, 


Srr,—Mr. Stanbury, Solicitor, Princess-square, Plymouth, brought me to-day an 
oyster which had captured a mouse. The oyster must have been opened for breath- 
ing or feeding, and the mouse, not suspecting anything wrong, must have inserted 
his head in the open bivalve, expecting to find a dainty morsel. No doubt he was 
surprised when he found the oyster close on his head and shoulders, leaving only 
the hinder part of the body outside. 

I have taken oysters in my dredge with the claws of crabs held firmly in their 
grip, but have never known an oyster lay himself out for catching mice, especially 
when out of his native element.—I am, Xc., 

Plymouth, ~ WILLIAM HEARDER. 

[Messrs. Prosser, oyster merchants, when their place was near Temple Bar, had a 
ae case of oyster v, mouse, which was noticed in our columns at the time. 
— 1D; 





JACK-FISHING NEAR MANCHESTER WANTED, 


S1r,—Would you kindly say, through your columns, if you know of any good 
jack-fishing to be got near this city—somewhere that one could get to on Saturday 
afternoons in time for an hour or two before dark—either free, or daily payment? 
Perhaps some of your readers know of some private water where fishing could be 
got /—I am, &c., Esox, 





LAND-LOCKED SALMON, &c, 


S1r,—Dr. Hamilton’s articles on “‘ Loch Leven Trout” (by the bye, the author of 
“The Great Metropolis’ —James Grant was he not /—says, in his “ Walks and Wander- 
ings, &c.” that this lake was in old times called ‘‘ Loch Eleven,” from eleven various 
fish in its waters, eleven various trees on its banks, &c.!) are exceedingly interesting 
to both anglers and naturalists. I beg to send you a personal experience, and 
although it is now an old story, it is as fresh in my memory as if of yesterday. 

In the year 1838 I had occasion to visit a sick friend then residing at Rothesay— 
the Montpelier of Scotland—and, often my wont, I put a fly-book in my pocket on 
chance, as it were. Chance did favour me, for, picking up a long mountain-ash 
wand used for saithe-fishing, I caught one or two good trout with the worm ina 
streamlet so small that I had actually to separate the long grass growing on its level 
banks, and meeting over, it to get my hook into the water. Later experience has 
taught me that trout can grow large in very small brooks—feeding is everything. 
Coming to the mouth of this brooklet, I found that it ran into Loch Fad, in which 
it was not popularly supposed a trout existed. But I said to myself: ‘“ As there are 
trout in this little burn, there should be trout in the loch into which it flows.’ So 
I put on a favourite loch-fly—teal wing, red body and hackle, and of a goodly size— 
and did the best I could in throwing it with the clumsy rod. However, the wind 
was blowly very strongly and favourably, and, to cut a story short, I persevered, 
and at last got one rise, and landed the most beautiful fish I ever saw. It was an 
undeniable sea-trout or dwarf salmon, I cannot tell which, of some $lb. weight, and 
of the brightest and purest silvery colour. It had nota spot or mark of any kind, 
and I can only liken it for brightness to the white varieties we occasionally see 
among the common gold-fish kept in vases. As I left before it was cooked and 
eaten, I can say nothing of the colour of its flesh ; and, in fact, although the fish 
created much surprise among the few persons to whom it was shown, I treated the 
matter with youthful carelessness. I have given thedate. Now, Loch Fad had been 
long cut off from all direct communication with the sea by elaborate hydraulic 
works, commenced in the year 1778, to obtain motive power for a cotton mill, prob- 
ably still existing, and I was assured that the fish could not possibly have ascended 
to Loch Fad from the “salt water’’—the common phrase for the sea on the Firth of 
Clyde. Besides, it had an unnatural (let me call it) “ bleached ” appearance. I saw 
about a year ago that the coarse fish with which Loch Fad abounded were being 
cleared out, with the view to stock it with trout, It would be interesting to 
know if any such fish as the one I describe were then taken. The descent to 
the sea, I should have stated, is somewhat steep—hence the valuable water-power. 

About the years 1854-5-6 there was a good deal in the public press about experi- 
ments with land-locked salmon placed in hill lochs near Killin, Perthshire. The 
subject gradually dropped out ; but this reminder may be worthy of Dr. Hamilton’s 
notice. I only recollect that, as far as they went, the experiments seemed favour- 
able, as reported. 

The “ fool at one endand a hook at the other ” quotation seems going further and 
further back, like the mysterious ‘God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.” 
Really, Guyet’s French lines quite startle one ; but phrases on common subjects 
seem to exist in all tongues, and learned pundits will tell you are generally to be 
foundin Sanscrit, or some other confoundedly impertinent language. Hone was a 
concise writer, and saved space for his numerous facts. What he briefly says on this 
matter is: “I fell into great temptation of deeming him something worse than, as 
exhibited in Swift’s definition, ‘a stick and a string, a worm at one end and,a foolat 
the other.’” “The Every-Day Book,” Vol. II. p.770.—I am, &c., 


Bennett-street, St. James’s-street. J. D. DOUGALL, 





HOLDING POWERS OF EYED HOOKS. 


Srr,—In July last you inserted a note of mine as to the holding powers of eyed 
hooks, and I attributed the loss of many fish after being apparently well hooked to 
the use of these instead of gut-tied hooks, at the same time stating that I would 
give the eyed hooks a good trial and note the results. Since July 22nd. in 20 days’ 
fly-fishing, I have used the eyed hooks and gut-tied hooks alternatey iu ti.s way: 
eyed hook in the morning and gut-tied hook in the afternoon of one day, and the 
reverse on the next day ; and at times, after taking two or three fish with one kind 
of hook, I have changed to the other with the same fly, and so on. The result is 
slightly in favour of the eyed hook so long as the hook did not break; but I lost 
many a fine fish by the barb of the hook giving way, more particularly in the small 
bronzed eyed hooks. This causes more vexation than the loss of a fish from not 
being well hooked. The manufacturer’s attention should be drawn to this very 
serious defect, which I should think could be easily remedied.—I am, Ke., 

EDWARD HAMILTON, 


[We are very glad, indeed, to get this practical testimony to the holding power 
of the eyed hook. It is the more valuable because Dr, Hamilton started on his 
experiment under the impression that the eyed hook was deficient in holding power, 
—Ep. ] 





THAMES RIVER KEEPERS’ DINNER, 


Srr,—Kindly allow me to acknowledge, with my best thanks, the receipt of con- 
tributions from the following donors: Sir H. W. Peek, Sir. A. K. Rollitt, M.P., 
Alderman Evans, the Piscatorial Society, the Society of Caxtonians, Messrs, Edgar 
Baker, H. Bayley, W. Beard, George Bishop, R. E. Booker, J. R. Rignell, F. H. L, 
Collins, A. Ross Collins, E. Howard Collins, F. B. Carter, Edward Clarke, W. A. 
Crump, Curtis and Harvey, Montague Davenport, Henry Ellis, C. Farlow and Co., 
R. S. Fennings, Edward Foreman, W. H. Froom, Philip Geen, G, F. Gilbey, H. L. W. 
Godwin, Jason Gurney and Co., F. M. Halford, James Hughes, W. Hine-Haycock, 
J. Hulbert, R. T. Ingersoll, C. H. Lavender, W. D. Lewis, George Major, 8. H. P. 
Moore, Dr. Murdock, W. H. Nichols John Noble, Alfred Nuthall, A, Price, Alexander 
Robb, Scantlebury, T, B. Sharpe, 8. H. Twining, G. F. Wilson, Scott B. Wilson, and 
Herman G, Wilson, Ineed scarcely add very much more is required. 

W. H. BRoUGHAM, 


7, Ironmonger-lane, E.C., Dec. 16. Sec, T.A.P.S, 





AUTUMNAL GRAYLING - FISHING. | , ’ 

S1r,—Noticing Mr, Walbran’s article on “ Autumnal Grayling-fishing,” in your 
issue of Nov. 27th, and knowing something of the art of swimming the worm for 
grayling, also knowing every grayling swim between North Bridge, Ripon, and 
Bishop Monckton Canal, where he was so successful the other day, having during 
the last few years killed some stone weight on that length, also on his own ground 
—the “river Wharfe,” and Yore, at Mickley, and Tanfield, you will perhaps allow 
me to make some comment on a few of his remarks, which I consider a little faulty. 

In the first instance, he says, “Three yards of the finest gut is required,” which, 
I think, must be a misprint, and intended for 3ft.; for what necessity 1s there for 
three yards when grayling are mostly found under 3ft, of water, and are not so shy 
as to require three yards of the finest drawn gut? 5 

Another mistake is his weight. Now, with one small shot in a rapid stream, and 
checking his float slightly as it swims, I ask, what is the position of the float and 
worm? Isay directly horizontal, for he cannot give out line fast enough to keep 
the worm down, and that, to my mind, is not the most successful way of swimming 
a worm for grayling. For instance, if the worm is not vertical, or almost vertical, 
with the float, it is impossible to perceive a bite until the float has passed the fish: 
The float should be held back slightly, so as to allow the worm to lead the way ; and 
if the depth be calculated so as to swim 2in. or 3in. clear of the bottom, you can 
swim 20 and 30 yards and kill fish, for they are bold biters at a worm, and require a 
very slight strike even at that distance. 

I don’t know whether Mr. Walbran fishes the head or commencement of a stream ; 
but, to use his own words, “the edges of streams and extreme tails are the likeliest 
finds” ; now I have always found and killed my best fishattheextreme head, In fact, 
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I generally, when commencing a swim, throw my worm in the quiet gliding water 
and allow it to swim down into the rapid stream, for there the best fish lie waiting 
for food, (I can tell Mr. Walbran of some swims where he can practically test 
this.) 

Lhad hoped to meet Mr. Walbran on some of the many of his fishing days for 
grayling since his article appeared some few years azo on the same subject, or I 
should have commented on his remarks at that time, for I thought I could prove to 
him personally and practically that he reyuired some improvement. I fully indorse 
the rest of his article; but swimming the worm, Mr. Walbran, “ tak’ a thout, an’ 
mend.’—I am, &e., 

2, Ann’s-terrace, Cubitt-town, London, E. 
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F, P, HAMMILL. 





“EVER catch fish ona whisky bottle?” asked a man with a red face as he leaned 
over one of the counters in Spaulding’s Madison-square store and looked into the 
blue eyesofaclerk. “No?” Well, you are not up with the time. You don’t know 
what real sport is. Why, they know of no other way to fish up atlake Villa, near the 
Wisconsin line, I'll tell you how it’s done. The natives up there buy a bottle of 
whisky and drink the contents. Then they put the cork back in the bottle, fasten 
about five feet of line around the neck and bait the hook with a minnow. When 
they reach deep water they throw the bottle away from the boat and wait for results. 
Of course the bottle is as buoyant as acork, and the action of the waves has the effect 
of keeping the bait in a constant state of agitation. By-and-by Br’er Pi¢kerel comes 
along and snaps at the oscillating minnow. The hook catches him before he knows 
it, and then the bottle begins to scoot under the water, or scud along on the surface. 
The natives in the boat may be playing seyen-up or whisky poker, but the minute the 
bottle begins to skip they drop everything and begin to pull out the flask as though 
a sea serpent were after them, When the bottle is captured, and the big squirming 
pickerel removed from the line, the hook is rebaited and the tackel thrown over. 
board again, Lazy way of fishing? I suppose so, but there’s heaps of fun in it 
when you have a score or more bottles riding around you. It beats the pole all 
hollow. The day I was up there the lake was just covered with whisky bottles,”— 
Chicago Herald, 


ARRIVAL OF THE PARIS HrppopRoMu.—The Great Hippodrome has left Paris for 
the first time:since its institution, arriving in London the other day, and is now 
safely under cover at ‘“ Olympia,” Kensington, Some idea of the extent of this 
biggest of.equestrian “ shows” may be formed from the fact that they have brought 
over 400 artistes and assistants ; 300 horses, ponies, elephants, deer, dogs, &e.; 100 
musicians ; and a large number of Roman chariots and historical carriages and 
harness, Two special steamers were chartered to convey the Hippodrome horses, 
company, and properties from Dieppe to Newhaven ; and five special trains were 
used in the further transit to Addison-road Station, which adjoins Olympia. The 
journey by sea was very rough, but both horses and artistes will be quite prepared 
by Boxing Day to give Londoners an idea of marvellous displays. 


ONE ON SHERMAN.—General Sherman has a good memory for faces, but apt to 
forget names. He was walking along the street in Washington one day, in company 
with a friend, when a man stopped him and smilingly asked after his health. “TI 
beg your pardon,” said the general. “Your face is familiar, but I can’t recall your 
name.” “I made your shirts,” was the reply. “Oh! why, certainly! Recall you 
perfectly |!” exclaimed the general. “ Colonel,” turning to his companion, “let me 
introduce to you my old army friend, Major Shurz.” ; 





A new hatchery has been constructed by the National Fish Culture Association 
at their establishment Delaford Park, Iver, capable of incubating a very con- 
siderable number of ova. The work has been carried out under the direction of 
Mr. W. Oldham Chambers, secretary to the Association. The Association are 
open to receive and hatch out, free of cost, Salmonide ova for fishery boards, 
angling societies, and other bodies desirous of developing their stock of fish in 
public waters. 
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“THe Bremen steamer Fulda, which arrived last week, had on board the 
largest lot of English pheasants ever sent to America. There were about two 
thousand of them. They are the first instalment of many that are to be im- 
ported this fall by Charles Reiche and Brother for stocking game preserves. 
Most of this lot were sent to Pierre Lorillard, at Tuxedo Park, New Jersey. 
It is expected that this shipment will be entirely acclimated and in good condi- 
tion by spring, and that they will breed as freely here as at home.”—Breeder 
and Sportsman. 

Aw EscAPE From A SHARK,—A very remarkable story, of whose truth, however, 
there is not the slightest doubt, is told in a recent number of the London Lancet. It 
is an account by F. Ensor, Senior Surgeon at the Provincial Hospital, Port Elizabeth, 
ofa man whose leg was completely bitten off by a shark, who had the stump 
immediately amputated and who recovered. The subject of the story had been 
having a swim in the sea at 7 a.m., and came ont, intending to take one more 
header from the jetty. He plunged in, and “on rising to the surface felt a sharp 
pain in the thigh, and before he could cry out received another horrid crunch, 
and down:he went in the jaws of a huge shark. He struggled for a moment, and 
felt twisted about and shaken, then free, and with an instinctive effort as he rose to 
the surface, made a supreme attempt to reach the landing stairs which were close 
by.” Fortunately there were some people on the jetty who pulled him out and did 
their best to stop the bleeding with towels, &c.,.while they sent for adoctor. He 
was carried to the Provincial Hospital, and the stump was immediately amputated 
under chloroform, and in a few days he, recovered and was able to get about with 
crutches... “It is very rarely, I imagine,” says Mr. Bnsor, “that a human being who 
has once been in the terrible jaws of a shark has been saved, and more rarely sayed 
by surgical aid.” A month after the incident the only trouble from which the 
patient suffered was pain in the absent foot, but this the brain, by-and-by, would 
cease to remember. 

* THE CHILDREN’S CELEBRATION OF THE QUEEN'S JUBILEE.—With a view to give 
children an opportunity of participating in the Queen’s Jubilee Celebration, the 
Editor of Little Folks Magazine has acranged a scheme of considerable magnitude 
having a,direct bearing on the event. This scheme includes several competitions, 
which are divided into three clas:es, for girls and boys of varying ages, so that all 
children of from 5 to 16 years may compete on equal terms. There will be upwards 
of 100 prizes, including three of the value of £20 each, and three of the value of 
£10 each. Full particulars and the regulations will be given in’ the January 
number, 

“ How to be Happy, though Single,” is the title of a paper, by the author of “ How 
to be Happy, though Married,” which will appear in the January number of Cassell’s 
Magazine. 
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73 PAIRS, 
Sizes, 6’s to 10's. 
USUAL PRICE 30s. 


FOR 


22 


PER PAIR WET GASH. 
ANDERSON, ANDERS 


INDIARUBBER AND WAT 
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AND BEST QUALITY ONLY, 
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ALSO A FEW PAIRS | 


(Last Season’s) 


AT USUAL PRICES, 25, PER CENT. 
DISCOUNT. | 


RUBBER BOOTS 


Are very suitable for 
Surveyors, 
Contractors, 
Brewers, 
and | 
Local Board Work. 
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A FREE TRANSLATION [VERY FREE!—Ep.] OF GUYET’S 
i . FRENCH LINES.—Sere “F. G.,” p. 340. 


Now, gentlemen all, of every degree, 

I am a fisher, as you may see ; 

And—although to you this may seem not fine— 

I freely avow that I fish with a line. 

I heed not what folk say of my instrument 

While my rod and my line bring me full content ; 

Though I hear people laugh and shout as they pass, 

“Tn all your days have your e’er seen such an ass ? 

He’s got a long stick which he hangs o’er the brook, 

With a poor little worm impaled on a hook ! 

Now, which of the two’s to be pitied the greater— 

That poor wriggling worm, or that fool, the piscator ?” 

I just let them jeer on But stop : I've a bite ! 

Ha, ha !—a two-pounder! Now, who’s in the right ? 
—NunouamM MENs. 








HEAVy PENALTIES FoR SALMON PoacuInG.—At the Barnard Castle police- 
court on the 8th inst., Henry Gregory and Thomas Robinson were charged with an 
offence under the Salmon Fisheries Act. An assistant watcher named Gales said he 
was in Flatts Wood on the 9th November, between eight and nine o’clock in the 
evening, when he heard the splashing of water. Making his way to the beck, which 
is a tributary of the Tees, he saw three men leaving the beck. He went towards 
them as they were leaving, and saw Parkin (alias Robinson) and his companion go 
towards the bridge. Witness stood back among some bushes and allowed them to 
pass ; then he followed, and going up the hill he saw Gregory, who had a bag in 
his hand. He took it from him and carried it to Superintendent Thompson, when 
it was found that the bag contained ten salmon. The Bench considered the case 
fully proved. Gregory was an old defaulter; he had been breaking the law for 
many years, an‘ more than once had been heavily fined. Therefore he would have 
to pay a fine of £5, and 10s. for each fish, and costs ; and Robinson would be fined 
£4 and costs. 

HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS.—Debilitated Constitutions—When climate, age, or 


hardships have undermined the health, skin diseases are prone to arise and augment the existing weak- 
ness. Holloway’s medicaments daily prove most serviceable even under the most untoward circum- 


‘stances. This well-known and highly-esteemed Ointment possesses the finest balsamic virtues, which 


soothe and heal without inflaming or irritating the most tender skin or most sensitive sore. Hollo- 
way’s Ointment and Pills are infallible for curing bad legs, varicose veins, swelled ankles, erysipelas, 
scaly skin, and every variety of skin disease. Over all these disorders Holloway’s remedies exerta 
quick and favourable action, and, where cure is possible, gradually but certainly arrive at that con- 
summation. They are invaluable in the cure of scrofula and scurvy, 








Bes TISTRES 
OW REA 


“oss free,” our new 
Illustrated Catalogue of High-class Watches, Clocks, and Jewellery. In- 
valuable to Anglers and Clubs selecting prizes for competition. SOLID SILVER 


DY, 


WATCHES, 12s. to £5. SOLID GOLD WATCHES, 25s. to £35. Our Sterling 
Silver ENGLISH LEVERS, capped and jewelled, 50s., the DEPENDENCE LEVER, 
Nuh 50s., and CHRONOMETER LEVER, 60s., are three of the finest Workmen’s 
WR Watches in the world. Our Lady’s Silver Crystal Watch at 21s.,and Gentle- 
~ man’s SILVER CRYSTAL WATCH at 18s, 6d. are the masterpiece of the present 
day.- Gold and Silyer Jewellery at WHOLESALE PRICES. Ladies’ Solid 9-carat 
Hall Marked Dress Rings, set pearls and rubies, 3s. 6d.; Gold Brooches, 5s.; Har- 
rings, 3s.; Pencil Cases, 2s. 6d.; Lockets, 3s. 6d. Solid Silver Brooches, 10d. ; 
Ss Qarrings, 8d.; Lockets, ls. 3d.; Necklets, 3s.; Pencil Cases, 1s.; Hall Marked 
Name Brooches, ls. 6d.; any name same price. Gentlemen’s Solid Silver Alberts, 5s.; Scarf Pins, 6d. 
Above are all genuine Gold and Silver Goods guaranteed. Our Magnificent New Catalogue ,containing 
over 600 Engravings of every description of High-class Watches, Clocks, and Jewellery, 112 pages of 
Instructions and Testimonials from all parts of the world, is now ready, and will be forwarded post 





’ free on application.—B. MEEKS and CO., Wholesale Jewellers, 21 and 22, Charlotte-street, Birmingham, 


Watch Clubs supplied. 
Clerks of Works, Foremen, and Canyassers wanted to form Watch. Clock, and Jewellery Clubs. 


BUSHMILLS EDWARDS’ 


PURE OLD DESICCATED 


- MALT WHISKY) SOW 


4 QQ¢ A Preparation consisting of Extract of Beef and 
FIRST PRIZE MEDAL, CORK, 1883, Vegetables in adry state. Found by gentlemen 


shooting and fishing to be invaluable, and is 
strongly recommended by the medical profession, 
Sold in 31b., Z1b., aud lb, tins by all grocers 
throughout the kingdom. loz, makes a basin of 
nutritious soup in a few minutes, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS: 


F, KING & CO. (LimiteD), 
ee : MEDAL, Thy ENE OOS paces 26, WARING STREET BELFAST, 
This Whisky is considered by the medical 


Bed to be superior to the finest French AND 
B d h will be found x- 
me priay Ria gh ee ee chelsea ated 6, BISHOPSGATE AVENUE, LONDON, 


cellent substitute. 
May be had in Cases and Casks. Samples, with reports, gent free to any address 


¥ on receipt of 33d. in stamps. 


Bushmills Old Distillery Co.| FOREST and STREAM. 








EXTRACT FROM JUDGES’ AWARD. 
“SECTION E.—MALT WHISKY.—The 
place of honour here was obtained by No. 
_16 (Bushmills). I firmly believe the future 
of the best quality and most nutritious 
description of Irish Whisky lies here.” 


AWARDED 








Shakesperian Text and 


(LIMITED). 


OFFICES AND STORES: 
--~~ HILL STREET, BELFAST. | 








Blocks of all kinds of 


F ISH, TACKLE, RODS, FLIES, HOOKS, & 
‘or Ornamenting 
CLUB CARDS & RULES, 
and for 
Trade Catalogues. 
Designs of Fish, &c.,supplied without extra charg 


Reference permitted to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, 188, Flect-street, London, 


The American Journal of Angling and 
Shooting, 

Tx Forest anD STREAM has 2 very extensive circula- 
tion among gentlemen the world over. It stands at the 
head of all American publications of its class ; and is con- 
stantly growing in interest and value. Its pages are 
filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp life 
field experiences, and original observations in Natura. 
History. Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fishculture. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 





The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. 
Mather, the well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forest AND STREAM 
annually form two handsomely-printed volumes of over 
500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2ls. per annum; 10s. 6d. for six 
months. 

Published by the Forest AND STREAM PUBLISHING 
Company, 37, Park-road, New York, U.S. 
Forsale by DAVIES and Co., No. 1, Finch-lane, Cornhill, 
London, who willalso furnish Free Catalogue of our Books 
on Outdoor Sports. 

Subscription Agents for Great Britain 
Mesars. Sampson Low, Marston, Sxrarve, and RIVIN@TON, 
Crown Buildings, 88, Fleet Street, London, 
who can supply specimen copies. 


HE MATLOCK ANGLING ASSO- 
CIATION have a few YEARLING 
TROUT, LOCH LEVEN, and FARIO to 
Dispose of Cheap.—For particulars apply 
to Mr, A, CLARK, Matlock Bath, ‘ 


: 


FISHING WITH THE FLY. 





Books on Angling, 


PUBLISHED BY 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON AND CO. 


A BOOK OF THE RUNNING BROOK: And of Still Waters. By LApy Contin 
CAMPBELL, Contents—Chap. I. Eels and Elvers, II. Water Wolves. III. Carp 
Culture, IV. Cousins of the Carp. V. Perch. VI. Small Fry (1.); Small 
Fry C1I.). VII. Fish Ponds (1.) ; Fish Ponds (II.). 12mo, handsomely bound 
in grey linen, lettered in gold, with gilt top, price 5s. 


FLOATING FLIES AND HOW TO DRESS THEM. A Treatise on the most Modern 
Methods of Dressing Artificial Flies for Trout and Grayling. With full Ilus- 
trated Directions, and containing Ninety Haud-coloured Engravings of the most 
Killing Patterns, together with a few Hints to Dry-Fly Fishermen. By 
FREDERIC M. HAtrorp, “Detached Badger” of the Field, Member of the 
Houghton Club, Fly-Fishers’ Club, &e, Second Edition, demy 8vo, cloth, 15s,, 
post free. 


THE SPORTING FISH OF GREAT BRITAIN, WITH NOTES ON ICHTHYO- 
LOGY. ByH. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Illustrated by Sixteen Lithographs 
of Fish in Gold, Silver, and Colours. A large-paper edition, printed on Dutch 
hand-made paper, limited to 100 copies for England and 50 for America, price 30s. 
Small-paper edition, demy 8vo, first edition, limited to 500 copies, price 15s. 


NORTH-COUNTRY TROUT FLIES, By T. E. Pritt. 
all the best Flies, 


With Coloured Plates of 
Second Edition, cloth, demy 8yo, 10s. 6d, 


THE AMERICAN SALMON FISHERMAN. By Henry P. Wetts, Author of 
“Fly-Rods and Fly-Tackle.” Illustrated, 116 pp., small post 8vo, cloth, price 6s 


FLY-RODS AND FLY-TACKLE. Suggestions as to their Manufacture and Use 
By Henry P. Weis, Illustrated. Small 4to, 364 pages, cloth extra, 10s. 6d. 


WATERSIDE SKETCHES, By “Red Spinner” (WM. SENTOR). 
boards, 1s., post free. 


RECOLLECTIONS OF FLY-FISHING FOR SALMON, TROUT AND GRAYLING, 
With Notes on their Haunts, Habits, and History. By EDWARD HAMILTON 
M.D., F.L.8., &. Illustrated by a Mezzotint Engraving by FRANCIS SEYMOUR 
HADEN, Hsq., and other Woodcuts. Small post 8yo, printed on handsome paper, 
cloth extra, 63., post free. 


SALMON PROBLEMS. By J. W. Wit1is-Bunp. Boards, 2s. 6d.; cloth, 3s. 6d. 


“One of the most important contributions to the literature of the salmon that 
has appeared.” —FISHING GAZETTE, 


Imperial 32mo, 


AN AMATEUR ANGLER’S DAYS IN DOVE DALE. Being an account of My 
Three Weeks’ Holiday in July and August, 1884, Imp, 32mo, fancy boards, 1s., 
post free ; limp leather-cloth, gilt edges, 1s. 6d, 


A QUAINT TREATISE ON FLIES AND FLY MAKING. Edited by W.H. 
ALDAM. 4to, cloth extra, with cardboard panels, in which are placed actual 
specimens of the flies, and the materials from which they are made. The flies 
will kill in any Trout or Grayling stream in the world, Also two fine Coloured 
Plates, Only a few copies left ; these are authenticated by Mr; Aldam’s Cabinet 
Photo. and Signature in each. Price £3 3s, net, carriage free. 


AN ANGLER’S STRANGE EXPERIENCES. By Cotswoup Isys, M.A, Profusely 
Illustrated. Small 4to, cloth extra, Second and Cheaper Hdition, price 3s. 6d.,, 
post free. 


ZAAK WALTON: HIS WALLET BOOKE, Being the Songs in “The Compleat 
Angler,” newly set forth and illustrated, by JosepH CRAWHALL, The numerous 
illustrations all separately hand-coloured. LHdition de Luxe, limited and 
numbered, One Guinea (500 copies only) ; large paper, Two Guineas (100 copies 
only). 


HOW AND WHERE TO FISH IN IRELAND. By Hi Recan. With Map and 
numerous Text Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 3s, 6d. 


NOTES ON FISH AND FISHING. By J.J. MAniry, M.A. With Illustrations. 
Crown 8yo, cloth extra, 363 pages, leatherette binding, reduced from 10s, 6d. to 
6s., post free. 


THE ART OF TROUT FISHING ON RAPID STREAMS. By H.C, Curciirre, 
F.R.C.8. Small post 8vo, cloth 3s. 6d., post free. 


FLOAT-FISHING AND SPINNING IN THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, By J. W. 
MARTIN, the “ Trent Otter.” Coloured boards, illustrated, crown 8vo, 2s, 6d., 
post free. New, Revised, and Enlarged Hdition. 


BRITISH ANGLING FLIES. By MicHArn THEAKSTON, Revised and Annotated 
by FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. With Woodcut Illustrations, and Plates of Natural 
Flies drawn from Life. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s., post free. 


Sketches by Lovers of the Art. With Coloured 
Illustrations of Standard Flies, collected by C. F, ORVIS and A, NELSON CHENEY, 
Square 8yo, cloth extra, 12s, 6d., post free. 


THE BOOK OF THE ROACH, By the late J, GrevitLE FENNELL, 
price 2s., post free, 


FLY-TYING. By JAMES OGpEN, Illustrated, Post free, 2s. 6d. 


In cloth, 
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THE LATEST NOVELTY. 


The best Fishing Appliances ever offered to the Public. 
D. SLATER, NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 


Begs to inform his numerous customers and the public that he is now in a position to offer the 


BEST AND MOST RELIABLE ROD, REEL, AND LINE 


That has ever appeared in the market. They are precisely of the same make and quality as those 
used by D. Slater himself at the Casting Tournament held at Twickenham, June 5th, 1886. At that 
contest, by the unanimous decision of the Judge, D. SUATER was awarded 


Three First Prizes for Length and Accuracy of Throw, 


The Rod used by him was of the best-seasoned Greenheart, the Reel one of his own Centre 
Pin Patent Combination, and the Line 100 yards of the very best Plaited Silk. This outfit bore the 
great strain of casting a bait weighing 2} ounces to the distance of 177 feet 8 inches, and that 
repeatedly, it did its work equally well in the Light-weight Casting Competition, casting a bait of 1} 
ounces to a distance of 160 feet 7 inches with the greatest precision. Accuracy of throw is easily 
acquired by using this outft, as skill can be obtained only by using the proper appliances. 

This valuable outfit can be obtained from D. SLATER, Newark-on-Trent, at the low price of £2. 
Purchasers will admit that they haye never found such a valuable outfit at such a moderate coat. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—.. SLATER is now fixing his Cele- 
brated Patent to Gentlemen’s own Reels at 5s. each, 
NoTEe THE ADDRESS— 


D. SLATER, 
PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK. 





FISHINGS TO LET. 





The “SWAN” HOTEL, |LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 


WALTON-ON-THAMES. 


Proprietor, J, P, WHEELDON, Zate 
Angling Editor of “ Bell’s Life in 
London” and “ Land and Water.” 
Close to Sunbury Weir, and immediately 
facing one of the best angling reaches of 
the Thames. Splendid TROUT-FISHING 
in the neighbourhood, many heavy fish 
being known to lie in Walton reach and 
the celebrated “deeps.’’ Punts, fishermen, 
and baits always ready, upon giving one 
clear day’s notice. Excellent hotel ac- 
commodation, the house having been 
entirely refurnished and put in order 
from top to bottom, The Proprietor 
desires to make his house ‘an angler’s 
home,” par excellence, and will be happy 
at all times to give his best advice and 
attention to such as desire to learn the 


LYNDALE HOTEL and 
FIRS PARK PRIVATE HOTEL 


FIRST-CLASS FOR FAMILIES and TOURISTS, 
and under the same management, 

Commanding some of the grandest sea and land 
sceneries in the North of Devon, with about 20 
miles of good Trout and Salmon Streams, com- 
mencing outside the Hotels, and including the 
Brendon and Doone of Badgeworthy streams, 
Permission for Fishing can be obtained at the 
Hotels. Write for tariff and particulars, showing 
position of Hotels. 


WM: BEVAN, Proprietor. 


HURLEY, GREAT MARLOW. 


(THE MADEIRA OF ENGLAND, 


“Ye Olde Bell,” 


ESTABLISHED 1086. 


Close to river. Lovely scenery. Quiet fishing in 
pools and backwaters. Punts and men. Special 





New and Enlarged and Descriptive Catalogue of 44 pages Post Free to any Address 
on application. 





EVERY PIKE AND TROUT FISHER SHOULD 
OSSESS ONE OF 


P 
MORRISS’S PATENT SPINNERS, 





PEGE eres ccases eabsOd. | PROUD cssercenrs< 1s, 3d, 
8d. Extra Leaded. 

Fisuina Gazerre, Sept. 25, 1886.—“ Mr. Morriss 
has adopted the head and fans of the Devon bait, 
and he could not, in our opinion, have chosen a 
better model. To bait the ‘ Eclipse, you takea 
gudgeon, roach, dace, minnow, or other fish, push 
the barbed wire, W, down the bait’s mouth, push 
the head into the cap, fix one of the hooks of the 
top triangle in the back of the bait, and finally 
making all secure by means of the holdfast hook, 
H, which is pressed through a hole in the metal 
cap into the head of the bait. A spratis a beau- 
tiful bait, but too delicate for a flight of hooks 
merely. The ‘Eclipse’ is the very thing for it; in 
fact, there isno end to the killing baits you can 
extemporise with the aid of this spinner, and Mr, 
Morriss, in our opinion, deserves the thanks of all 
who use baits, natural or artificial.” See also 


notices in Land and Water and Fishing, October 
13th, 1886. 

To be had of all Tackle Dealers, and Whole- 
sale from 


MARSTON WORKS, REDDITCH, 





The finest artificial minnow iz the world. Kills 
equal to the natural bait for trout, sea-trout, and 
Salmon. Made in three sizes. List, giving prices 
and particulars, sent free by W. J. CUMMINS, 
Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham, 





EXTERMINATION OF ALL CORNS 

AND BUNIONS. 

Guaranteed by using Gardner’s 
© Patented Corn and Bunion Extermina- 
tor, an ingenious little instrument 
which can be used by anyone. Pain- 
less in operation—“ never fails.’’ Price 
ls. The highest Surgical Testimonials 
can be seen, and operations success- 
{| fully performed in all peculiar cases, 
bad nails, &c., at the Inventor's, who 
will send the Exterminator direct for 
13 stamps, 

O. GARDNER, Chiropodist, KENDAL. 


WILLIAM GARDEN, 


GUNMAKER, 


FISHING ROD AND TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER, 


1223, UNION ST., ABERDEEN, 


Large stock of Salmon, Trout, and 
Loch Flies to choose from. Ammunition 
ofevery description. Special quotations 
fora quantity. Cash with order. Guns, 
Fishing-Rods, and Reels repaired or 
made to order. 


FLIES DRESSED TO PATTERN, 











SALMON AND TROUT TACKLE, 


JOSEPH O. HAROLD, 
MALLOW, IRELAND, 


Manufacturer of rods, flies, &c., to suit all parts of 
the world. A large stock of all kinds of tackle al- 
ways on hand ; flies tied to pattern. Awarded 
Prize Medal at the Cork Exhibition, 1888, for ex- 
pepo in Fishing Tackle, Price List on appli- 





THE LIGHTEST ROD IN USE. Weight, 7 to 1002, 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD, 4s. 84d., for Cash only: 


12 feet, stand-up ring ?,winch fitted, brass bottom, 
and bag complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. 
Carriage paid for 43d. extra. 

‘* We have used one of H. Booth’s Light Roach 
Rods now almost constantly for two years, and 
have caught pike and bream up to 5lb.,and tench 
up to 24lb., besides eels and numberless roach and 
rudd on it, and it is as good as ever.”—R. B, 
Marston, FISHING GAZETTE, July 18th, 1884, 


1 yard gut cast, 1s. $d. per dozen ; two yards gut 
cast, 2s,5d. per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 8s. 4d. 
per dozen. 

Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 
100 ; 2s. per 50; and 7d. per dozen. 

Best Trout Gut, very strong, 2s. 6d. per 100. Fine 
Trout Gut, 2s. per 100. Salmon Gut, 6s. 9d, 

H. BOOTH 21, PARAGON STREET, 
HULL, 


Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


ANGLERS 


WISHING TO 


PURCHASE or DISPOSE 


Of SECUND-HAND or Other 

Fishing Rods, Baits, Lines, 

Winches, Creels, Fishing Stock- 

ings, Brogues, Fly and Tackle 

Books, Books on Angling, &c., &¢., 
will find 


“THE BAZAAR” 


The Best Medium to 
dvertise in, 


Copy, WITH ALL PARTICULARS, MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM ANY NEWS AGENT, 


OFFICE, 170, STRAND, 
LONDON. 


BUILT - CANE FLY RODS. 
REDUCTION IN PRICE. 


THREE MEDALS AND DIPLOMAS, London 
1883, specially for Built Cane Rods. Warranted 
equal to any rods made. Mr. Malloch, of Perth, 
made a champion cast of 284yds. with one of these 
rods, measuring 10ft. 3in., at the FISHING GAZETTE 
Tournament of 1884, probably the longest cast by 
some yards ever made in England with arod of 
similar length. 

Price of 10ft, 6in., with two tops, lock joints 
Two Guineas. Solid fittings and cork handle 
5s. 6d. extra. 

Any Rod failing to stand the severest test at the 
end of 12 months will be exchanged, or a new 
part fitted free. 

PRICK LIST FREE. 








SOLE MAKER, 
T L. ANDREWS, 
HIGH STREET, UPPINGHAM. 





JAMES OGDEN 
FLY-T YING. 


“This most useful little work gives 
very clear instructions in the beautiful 
art of artificial fly-making, as well as 
much other practical matter, by a master 
hand both at fly-tying and fish catching,” 
—FISHING GAZETTE, 

Can be had, post free, by sending 23. 6d. in stampsto 


SAMPSON LOW and OO.,, 
\188, Fleet Street, London, 


many mysteries of the “contemplative 
man’s recreation.” Lessons given in all 
styles and varieties of angling, and espe- 
cially in the little known practice of cast- 
ing, spinning, and float-fishing from the 
Nottingham reel. 


ROACH AND BREAM 
FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 
acres of water, strictly preserved, belong- 
ing to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“Pike, perch, roach, &c,,are numerous,” 
—Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan 
stations to Welsh Harp. 

(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


terms for families. Artists from Sept. to April. 
Carriages to Let. 


HENLEY -ON-THAMES. 
Wheatsheaf Hotel, 


One Minute from Rail and River. Every Accom- 
modation for Anglers. The best fishing on the 
Thames is undoubtedly at Henley. Bed and 
breakfast, to anglers, 3s, 


GEO. H. WOOD, Proprietor. 


EXCELLENT GRAYLING FISHING, 
FREE TO VISITORS STAYING AT THE 
SWAN HOTEL, 
TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE, 
HENRY HARDEMAN, Proprietor. 











N.B.—The Proprietor is an angler, and spares no 
pains to make anglers comfortable. The Teme is 
a noted grayling stream. 





ISHING IN THE NORTH AND 
WEST RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplating a 

Visit to the Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, 
Yore, Wensley, or other rivers in the North and 
West Ridings of Yorkshire, and desirous of obtain- 
ing information as to Fishing, Lodgings, &c., should 
make their wants known through the mediam 


of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven) 
which has the most extensive circulation in the 
neighbourhood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c. may be 
obtained at the office of this paper. 





Derwent Grayling 
Fishing. 

TICKETS, 2s. 6d. per Day. 
First-class accommodation at the 
CHATSWORTH HOTEL, EDENSOR 
(Near Bakewell). 


Railway Station, Rowsley. 
Telegraphie Address—* HARRISON, EDENSOR.” 


“PAINLESS AND PERFECT DENTISTRY.” 


A New Pamphlet, by Dr. GEO. H. JONES, F.R.S.L., FR.MS., &c., Sur- 
eon-Dentist, 57, Great Russell Street, facing British Museum Entrance, 
ondon, contains a List of Diplomas, Gold and Silver Medals, and other 

Awards obtained at the Great International Exhibitions, forwarded gratis 
and post free. 


Her Majesty’s Surgeon-Dentist says :— 

“My Dear DocTor,—Allow me to express my sincere thanks for the skilland 
attention displayed in the construction of my Artificial Teeth, which render my 
mastication and articulation excellent. I am glad to hear that you have 
obtained Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent to protect what I consider the per- 
fection of Painless Dentistry, In recognition of your valuable services, you are 
at liberty to use-my name. “S. G. HUTCHINS, 

“By appointment Surgeon-Dentist to Her Majesty the Queen, 

“To Geo. H. Jones, Esq., D.D.S.” 


“Scientific Department. Laboratory of Experimental Science. 

“This is to certify :—That I have analysed the Prize Medal Teeth submitted 
to me, and find them to be composed only of minerals of extreme purity. I have 
also examined and tested your patented painless system of adjustment. It is 
quite perfect, and is the most successful application of scientific laws for 
securing actual wear and comfort yet introduced, Both physically and anato- 
mically, they are a beautiful resemblance to the natural teeth. 

“ (Signed), “EDW. V. GARDNER, F.HLS., M.S.A., 

“Professor of Chemistry, and of Berners College, W 

“To Geo. H. Jones, Esq., Surgeon-Dentist, 
57, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury- 
square, London,” 























Box of Dr. G. H. Jones's Tooth Powder, 18., free by 
post, 13 stamps. 
CAUTION.—None is Genuine without this Trade Mark. => 











THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE 
I. W. MARTIN, 


The ‘“‘Trent Otter,’ 24, Northgate, Newark-on-Trent, 


Begs to call the attention of Pike Anglers to his celebrated Solid Greenheart Pike Rods, warranted 
tested, and perfect, 10s 6d. each. Pike Reels, Lines, and Tackle of the very first quality, and most 
careful selection. Best Copper Gimp and first quality Hooks only used for Jack Tackle, Salmon and 
Trout Rods of the most approved make. The famous Nottingham Rods, Reels, and Tackle, made 
under his own personal supervision. Buy direct from the workshops, and get the best goods at the 
very cheapest rate. Descriptive Catalogue sent post free to any address, 


——— Stl 





Dec. 25, 1886.) 


GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
« CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 


On DECEMBER 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, and 28 RELIEVING TRAINS will precede 
some of the principal Trains shown in the Time Tables, 

On FRIDAY (Christmas Eve), DECEMBER 24, in addition to Relieving Trains, 
a SPECIAL TRAIN will leave LIVERPOOL STREET at 8.3 p.m, for IPSWICH, 
Bury, Yarmouth, and Lowestoft, calling at Colchester, Manningtree, Ipswich, Wood- 
bridge, Wickham Market, Saxmundham, Halesworth, and Beceles, and at stations 
between Ipswich and Bury. 

SPECIAL MIDNIGHT TRAINS will leave LIVERPOOL STREET at 11.55 p.m. 
for NORWICH and YARMOUTH, calling at Waltham Cross, Broxbourne, Harlow, 
Sawbridgeworth, Bishops Stortford, Audley End, Cambridge, Ely, Brandon, Thet- 
ford, Attleboro’, and Wymondham ; andat 12.15 a.m. for IPSWICH, calling at Brent- 
wood, Ingatestone, Chelmsford, Witham, Kelvedon, Colchester. and Manningtree. 

On CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 25, ADDITIONAL TRAINS will run from 
LIVERPOOL STREET as under :— 

At 5,10 a.m. to IPSWICH, calling at Brentwood, Chelmsford, Witham, Mark’s 











‘Tey, Colchester, and Manningtree. 


At 9a.m.to IPSWICH, calling at Chelmsford, Mark’s Tey, and Manningtree ; in 
connection with trains to Sudbury, Bury, Brightlingsea, Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on- 
Naze, Harwich, Stowmarket, Diss, Bungay, Norwich, &c. ; Felixstowe. Framling- 
ham, Saxmundham, Aldeburgh, Halesworth, Lowestoft, Yarmouth, &e. 

At 11.15 a.m. to BROXBOURNE, St. Margaret’s, Ware, Hertford, Roydon, and 
all stations to Cambridge. 

The 8.2 a.m. train to CAMBRIDGE, &c., will be in connection with trains to 
Dunmow, Saffron Walden, Haverhill, Long Melford, Newmarket, Bury, St. Ives, 
Godmanchester, Peterboro’, Wisbech, Fordham, Mildenhall, Lynn, Hunstanton, 
Swaffham, Soham, Sutton, Stoke Ferry, Wells, Dereham, Brandon, Norwich, &c., 
calling at intermediate stations. 

Yor further particulars see programme issued by the company. 

London, December, 1886, WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 
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FOR 


FISHERMEN 


DEEP SEA, 


The Jubilee Fund of the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. 


FIVE YEARS AGO a visit paid to the North Sea Trawling Fleets proved, by 
God’s providence, the commencement of a new and happier epoch for the Deep Sea 
Fishermen. 








Until the year 1831 thousands of our fellow-countrymen had toiled, not only in 
all weathers, at all seasons, and in daily peril of their lives, but in complete isola- 
tion from Christian and moral influences. 


_ TO-DAY seven Mission Smacks cruise in the North Sea, serving as Church, 
Dispensary, Temperance Hall, and Club, and testimony to the beneficial result 
achieved is hearty and universal. 


Two of these vessels were equipped ata cost, of £4,554, and presented to the 
Institution by generous donors. The remaining five were originally private property, 
and merely lent for missionary purposes ; and, although a considerable portion of 
their purchase-money has been defrayed during the current year, a sum of £5,000 
still remains to be cleared off before they are free from mortgage and registered in 
the names of trustees as the unencumbered property of the Mission. 


Moreover, SEVEN VESSELS CANNOT MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
TWELVE FLERTS, and all persons on shore who revere our beloved Queen (which 
every one DOES) and sympathise with the storm-tossed smacksmen (which every 
one OUGFIT to do) are invited to contribute towards a special fund to be styled the 
“Queen Victoria Purchase and Endowment Fund,” in order that these Mission 
smacks may be sent forth as at once a Memorial of her Majesty’s Jubilee and as 
Heralds of Mercy from the King of Kings, ministering healing and comforts to the 
bodies and peace and gladness to the hearts of the fishermen. 


Sums received for this object will be paid to a special Deposit Account opened 
in the names of Trustees at Messrs. Gurney and Oo.’s Bank, Great Yarmouth. 
TRUSTEES—The Duke of GRAFTON, K.G., and others, 


Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen, 
Bridge House, 181, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 
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SALMON AND TROUT-FISHING IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.—XXXII. 
By W. Murpbocu. 
(Continued from page 346.) 
THE HELMSDALE (SUTHERLANDSHIRE), 

Beat II. (continued). 
GoING up, the next pool is Torrisw PARK Poor, a very good and certain 
catch, well worth a careful trial. For some'little distance above this the general 


character is rather rocky ; then there isa nice little cast—a short syREAM BELOW 
Carrve’s, which often gives a lively fish. A few yards further up is CARRUE’S 














Poo, a cast named after a sportsman who used to fish the river ; although often 
giving a fish, this is rather an uncertain catch, not always yielding when it looks 
very likely. The Private Poon comes next: This very good pool goes exclu- 
sively with the Torrish shootings ; when in proper fettle it never fails to give 
from one to six fish, and being conveniently near the Lodge, it can be fished over 
first thing in the morning. ‘The result of the sport obtained on it, when counted 
in with a possible ten fish off the beat which falls to the Torrish rod for the day, 
gives that rod, as can be seen, a “ pull” over all the others. In the stream above 
the Private Pool a fish is often got. Then up river, about a quarter of a 
mile from this—New Park Poor as it is called—comes Lower Torrisu. This 
remarkably fine pool is sufiiciently extensive to afford quite enough scope to one 
rod for a whole day. It almost everywhere fishes well from either side, and by 
means of the boat at the lower end the angler can cross and recross at pleasure. 
When this grand catch is in proper ply and the day favourable there is no flogging 
on for hours and hours without a rise. It has been known to yield nine fish ina 
day, seven and eight more than once, and five and six frequently. This is the 
uppermost pool of Beat II. Beats I. and If. usually (most years) afford the 
best angling fora while after the season opens. 


Bear II. 

Urrer Torrisu.—This is an ideal salmon catch. It has a large rock at the top, 
a fine, sharp-runuing stream for about 20 yards, then gradually easing off, it widens 
into a spacious pool. Every part of it is fishable, and it often carries heavy fish. 
Going alittle farther up, the angler arrives at the Big Bay—a very long stretch 
of water, broad, deep, and still, containing three named casts of some repute. 
These are the Tai, or tHE Bay, Tue Bay, and Tur Tor or THE Bay. 
Referring particularly to this part of theriver, Mr. Young remarks that, ‘ Here 
fish lie and may be taken, when a good breeze ruffles the surface of the water, 
when most of the pools above and below are too shallow and clear to be fishable.”’ 
In the next cast—vyiz., Bappywoop Poot, the angler has every chance of scoring 
it at the time he is fishing. The wind is sufficiently strong to create a good 
ripple. No. IIL Beat ends with Baddywood. This is reckoned, and perhaps is, 
the worst beat of the lot; still it does not always yield poorly. One day a 
veteran sportsman—a first-rate rod—killed on it as many as thirteen fish. 


Brat IV. 

Stoney Pornv is the first cast. Fish rise close to the bank on the north side ; 
but the chance of killing is very poor indeod, unless there is a good breez’. 
Albeit, when everything is favourable, two, and occasionally three, fish may be 
captured. CEAN-NA-CorL, or Woopy Poon, requires a breeze. So, too, does 
Kerur’s Den or Howeii’s HoLte—a very good piece of water, which, when in 
thorough trim, is seldom fished without giving some sport. DatuauMy Dyker 
Poot.—This nice-looking and sure catch is noted for yielding well. A few years 
ago one rod had a total of eleven fish out of it in one day. The Rounp Poon 
comes next in order, It is nota worth catch ; but, as it sometimes yields a fish, 
it is well to giveit a trial. The uppermost cast in this beat is KiLouRNAN DYKE 
Stream. Here the water runs down with a fine streamy curl, and “ the fish,” as 
an old expert says, “‘ come very /een.” 


Beat VY. 

Boat Poo..—The place where this likely-looking cast yields best is just above 
where the boat crosses. 

‘Tue Hwe’s Neuk.—When in order, this nice little place is a sure catch. It 
fishes well from either bank, and a couple of fish are not infrequently got out 
of it: Inthe next cast—the Srruam BELOW DuisLe—sport is often obtained. 
Durer, or Dey, is asplendid pool ; and it matters little which side it is fished 
from. It is usually well stocked, and there being “lies” all over, it fishes closely 
throughout. The Suorr Poor is just above the point where the Craggie burn 
joins the river. If fish are making their way up, the angler is almost certain to 
score in this catch. The next cast is WHINNEY Poot. This long flat invariably 
yields best when the angler has the assistance of a good breeze. About a quirter 
of a mile up river from Whinney Pool is Ki.ponan Park Poot, the last or 
uppermost cast in this pool. It is seldom *‘at a good rod fails here ; but, in 
order to fish the upper part well, the casting 4f a long line is essential. With 
the fly so far out, it is necessary that the angler should keep on the alert for the 
coming of the fish, otherwise he may fail to raise the rod in time, unless per- 
chance the fish hooks himself. 








Beat VI. ; 

Tue Mansz Poot.—Pretty far up the river as it is, this favourite catch is 
usually well stocked even on the opening day of the season. Considered one of 
the best yielding pools in the river, it often gives from 5 to 7, and occasionally 
8 fish ina day. Except when the river is much flooded, the upper part fishes 
well ; but the lower end, down near the boat, requires a breeze. Fish lie a long 
time in this cast, in consequence, doubtless, of the:fact that between the top of 
it and the falls the several pools and catches are all more or less rocky, and with- 
out much shelter or many easy “lies.” The Lirrts Rock, a fine, sharp-running 
stream, seldom fails when in good order. Fish come at the fly very nicely, and 
fight well,asarule. Lots of fish are got in the Tarn or tur Rock cast. The 
best sport is obtained by fishing it from the left bank, as when cast 
from that side of the river the fly is seldom missed by the fish. On the 
other hand, most sport is got out of the Lirri.n Rock cast by fishing it 
from the right bank. A small fall has now to be passed ; here the water divides, 
part flowing round either side of alarge rock. Skipping the piece of very rough 
water above the fall, the angler arrives at the Bia Rock Poou. This pool yields 
a good many fish ; but to be well fished it must be well known, as fish frequently 
“come” at most unlikely places. Fishing from the left bank, much care and 
not a little dexterity onthe part of the angler is required in playing the salmon 
here ;if a lively fish gets into the rough water below, and determinedly 
holds on downward, there is every chance of losing him where the water 
divides, unless perchance he can be induced by the lessening of the strain, 
or forced by the application of the butt, to turn and head up stream. A very 
game 12 or 14-pounder makes it most exciting wor, and really it requires one 
to have good use of his eyes, arms, and legs, as the ground all along the edge of 
the river is very rough here. When fish get altogether out of the pool it pays, 
in nine cases out of ten, not to be too hard on them—to humour them, as this 
has the effect of getting them to turn, and make back through the rough water 
to their old hold. There is a small fall at the top of this cast; then higher up 
is the Faru Poou. Here the river is confined to a narrow channel, and the fish 
lie on either side of the centre of the stream, just outside the very strong current. 
They often miss the fly, the rapid water whipping it so quickly past ; but, for 
all that, a great many are hooked and killed in this catch. The sport is often 
very exciting. Immediately below the pool, two large boulders sitting up in 
the water sometimes occasion a break ; getting round the back of these boulders, 
the fish is almost certain to bid the angler good-bye, as the fouling of the line 
cannot be prevented. When fish are ascending, one or two may be got close to 
the top of fall. Between the fall and the bridge near Kildonan Station there 
are two nice pools. Beat VI. ends with these. 


(To be continued, ) 
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MR. FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


ONE of our oldest and most esteemed contributors is Mr. Francis 
M. Walbran, the well-known Yorkshire angler, whose portrait, in 
‘“‘ war-paint,” we are very glad to be able to give in this number of 
the GAZETTE. 

Mr. F. M. Walbran, eldest son of the late Mr. Jno. Richard Wal- 
bran, the well-known Yorkshire antiquarian, was born at Ripon, on 
the banks of the Yore, August 23, 1851 ; he was educated at Queen 
Mary’s Grammar School, and devoted every moment of spare time 
to fishing in the Yore, or its tributary the Skell. From 1866 to 
1869 he fished every day when the rivers were in order, and those 
years he looks back upon as among the happiest of his life. At 
that time there was no railway to Tanfield, and frequently three 
times a week friend W. would be up before six and walk to Tan- 
field, fish all day, and walk back the seven miles to Ripon, often 
with from seven to fourteen pounds of trout and grayling. His 
best day with the 
grayling on tho 
Yore was fourteen 
and a half brace, 
weighing I17Ib. ; 
and his best day 
with the _ trout, 
1631b. 

In1882 Mr. Wal- 
bran very care- 
fully revised 
* Theakston’s Bri- 
tish Am cline 
Flies,” and added 
greatly tothe value 
and usefulness of 
that unique work; 
in fact, until he 
identified Theak- 
ston’s patterns and 
gave us the names 
by which the flies 
were known on 
different rivers, 
the book was a 
sealed one to most 
anglers. Mr.Wal- 
bran’s articles on 
tront and grayling 
fishing in our 
columns have been 
greatly appre- 
ciated, especially 
his “Monthly 
Notes on North- 
Country Flies,” 
which appeared 
last year. With 
each article he 
sent us a very 
neatly - arranged 
ard of the pat- 
terns described, 
which we had 
framed and gave 
tothe Fly-Fishers’ 
Club, where the 
flies have been ad- 
mired by some of 
the best South of 
England fly-fisher- 


men, who have 
found his delicate 
on hi Nropysp aang | 


spiders very kill- — 
ing, even in dry- 
fly waters. 

Mr. Walbran is 
on the council of 
the Yorkshire 
Anglers’ Association, and a member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club and 
the Otley and Burnsall Angling Clubs, to whose fine stretches of 
the Wharfe he devotes all his spare time. As a mutual friend 
described him once, “He is a real good sort, and fairly mad on 
fishing” ; and having had the pleasure of his company on several 
angling excursions, we can bear witness that however mad he may 
be, there must be about eleven stone of method in it, for friend 
Max is decidedly “all there” when any fishing is going on—at any 
rate, it is not his fault if he is anywhere else. What does Mra. 
Walbran say ? 

We shall never forget one hot day on the Wharfe, fishing with 
ourfriend. We had fished some fine stretches without a rise, when 
Mr. W. told us to go on a field or two to a good pool under a hill ; 
here we found the grayling rising as fast as they could rise. They 
were midging, and we tried every fly in vain, and at last gave it up 
and sat down for a pipe till our friend should come up. Presently 
his big landing-net was visible round the bend, soon followed by 


MR. FRANCIS 














its owner, ‘Are they moving at all?” says W. In reply we 
pointed to the water, which, within an easy cast from ihe bank, 
was ‘‘boiling” with grayling rises, many of them evidently made 
by grand fish. W. surveyed the scene through his spectacles fora 
few moments, and then asked us why we were not fishing. “ Left 
them for you, old man,” Max has a generous belief in our good 
nature, but could not quite swallow that. ‘Well, they are left for 
you, anyway—if you can get them.” ‘What, do you mean to say 
they won't take?” “'fry them.” And then for a quarter of an 
hour we cat and laughed while one of the crack fly-fishers of the 
Wharfe fished his best in vain. 
His “Family Bible” of a fly-book was ransacked for midges; but 
all to no purpose. Then he came ashore, stuck his rod in the ground 
with a vicious dig, and exploded, calling the fish all the Greek and 
Arabic names he could think of. The fish kept on rising, and Max 
was obliged to turn his back to the river and take an extra long 
solar observation 
with his whisky 
flask-, 7 *SAN nit ann 
maddening! Did 
you ever see any- 
thinglikeit?” An 
extra big fellow 
flopped up behind 
him soon after- 
wards. "(yin 
say, I can’t stand 
this !’’ And with 
that he seized his 
rod and made 
tracks over the side 
of the hill. Of 
course, we had 
had similar ex- 
periences before ; 
but this was ona 
private bit of the 
rivor rarely fished 
—in fact, almost 
maiden water. 
Max gets mad now 
when he thinks of 
those grayling, or 
pretends to do so. 
Jolly days have 
we spent enjoying 
the companion- 
ship of our friend 
by the river, and 
the hospitality of 
his good lady in 
the evenings. 
Those angler’s 
evenings are as 
good as fishing al- 
most, especially 
when you have 
caught nothing 
but a glorious 
appetite. Next 
morning early you 
hear acheery voice 
at your bedroom 
door — ‘* Tumble 
out, friend; it’s a 
splendid day, and 
the water is just 
right.” “aiax is 
getting the steam 
up,” you say to 
yourself, as you 
hasten to join him. 
Mrs. Walbran ex- 
pects an angler to 
have an angler’s 
appetite, and while 
you do justice to the substantialities of a Yorkshire breakfast-table, 
bright with wild flowers gathered by the young folk, friend Max 
expatiates on the absolute certainty of a “grand day ” with the 
trout or grayling. So sure is he of sport that he gives most liberal 
directions as to the disposal of the fish. ‘I met Mr. M—— the 
other night; he said he should be glad of a brace of fish ; and then 
there's old Jackson, who sent me the dotteril skin, and our friend 
here would like to send some to town.” Mrs. W. smiles, but says 
nothing, knowing that her turn will come in the evening, when two 
drenched, miserable-looking mortals sneak in at the back door. 
“ Well, I hope you have had good sport. Mrs. Smith called this 
afternoon, and I promised her some fish.” ‘Mrs. Smith be 
hanged!” says friend W. ‘She had the only decent brace of fish 
I caught last week.’ ‘ Well, but you were going to bring home 
such alot. Surely you might spare her a brace.” “Is dinner 
ready ?” ‘Dinner ready! Why, did you not say you would be 
home half an hour earlier to have some of your fish cooked ? 


M. WALBRAN. 
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Where are they ?” Mrs. W. is far too well acquainted with the 
jubilant manner in which Max’s creel is deposited in the middle 
of the room when the always anticipated “big day” has been 
realised not to know exactly how matters stand ; but it is her turn 
now, and Max knows it. But he knows all the same that dinner 
is ready, nor does the pleasantly sarcastic commentary to which we 
are treated while discussing it in the least interfere with our appe- 
tites— sauce piquante Max ealls it. Then, when the cloth is cleared 
away and there is atinkHng of tumblers and a scent of tobacco, 
friend Max waxes eloquent on the impossibility of our not having 
a glorious day’s sport to-morrow. And then, when we have had a 
good day, when dish after dish is required properly to display the 
golden trout and silver grayling—a mixed dish than which no 
lovelier can meet an augler’s eye—then friend Max is indeed 
eloquent ; he knew the “ Orange and Partridge” would do it. He 
brings out the “Family Bible ” fly-book and gazes lovingly on 





‘his oranges and partridges. Never have we seen such a neatly- 


arranged book, and rarely such a big one—friend Marryat’s ex- 
cepted ; but, then, that 
is a portmanteau of a 
book. — 

Well, we must say aw 
revoir, friend Max. How 
many invitations have 
you and our mutual 
and highly - esteemed 
friend, ‘‘ Watchet,” sent 
us this season! It is 
not our fault if they 


More “power to your 
elbows” and more knack 
to your wrists,and heavy 
creels to both of you, is 
the best we can wish to 
two of the best anglers 
and moststerling sports- 
wen it has been our 
good luck to meet. 
When we next fore- 
gather at Burnsall, may 
Pritt and Naylor, and 
Cadman and “ Red- 
spinner”? ba there—and 
the water not ‘ pea- 
soup.” 





THE BIRD LIFE OF THE 
NORFOLK BROADS. 


Tn the autumn and winter, the 
wild-fowl flying southward 
and westward in search of 
less rigorous climes are ar- 
rested by the projection of 
the Norfolk coast, and see 
beneath them, but a few 
miles inland, the gleaming 
surface of lagoon and river, 
and vast expanses of reed- 
beds. If they flew all Eng- 
land over they could find no 
spot so fit for them as this 
district of marsh and shal- 
low, lake and reed ; so down 
they drop, and stay until the 
spring lures them back to 
their more northern breeding- 
places, All do not return ; 
the gun, the decoy, and the 
snare thin their ranks; but 
many also, which have 
found the loveliest spots in 
the lonely region, are so 
fascinated that they stay to 
breed, and then the collec- 
tor too often finds out their 
retreat. As we sail up the 
“north river,’ we see con- 
stantly the coots and water- 
hens as they swim in andout 
of the “rond,” as the reed-covered, water-weshed bank is called. Every now and 
then a wild-duck or a widgeon, ora brood of flappers, is disturbed by our passage ; 
and, as we sweep round corners, herons rise on lazy wing, or, if out of gunshot, look 
suspiciously at us. High in the air the marsh-harrier, the “ Norfolk hawk,” 
scours the marshes with hungry eye ; then we turn suddenly, as if trying to charge 
an oak coppice, but a narrow “ gateway” reveals itself, and we glide through it on 
to Wroxham Broad, which is skirted by the river, the only division being a narrow 
“yond.” On the other side, beyond the reeds, the land rises in wooded undulations, 
with park-like spaces between. Allaround the Broad is a dense and sheer wall of 
bright green reeds, eight feet high, with a yellow water-mark on their lower stems. 
In and out of this the coots, water-hens, grebes, and wild-ducks are continually 
splashing and diving. Of the birds which frequent the Broads the heron is the 
most conspicuous, and it is to be seen everywhere. As the summer wanes, the birds 
take their departure to the sea-coast. The endof the Broad is extremely shallow, 
but the mud is of great depth. It illustrates the process which is going on year by 
year in the Broads ; the vegetation grows rankly and dies down, and so adds a layer 
both in thickness and extent to the shallow margin. Whcn, by a repetition of this 
process, the mud reaches the surface, the roots and the grasses make it firmer each 
year, until at last it can be drained and turned into dry land. Some of the smaller 
Broads are growing up very fast.—G. C. DAVIES. 





A LECTURE will be delivered by Mr. W. August Carter, of the National Fish Culture 
Association, on the “ Denizens of the Aqueous Kingdom,” on Friday, the 31st inst., 
at the Royal Aquarium. The chair will be occupied at 8 o'clock by Mr, John Rae, 
M.D., LL.D., F.R.S., F.R.G.S, 
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“THE AMATEUR ANGLER.” 


ALTHOUGH we do it without his permission, which would probably 
be withheld if we asked it, we make no apologies to him or eur 
readers for giving a portrait of “The Amateur Angler,” whose 


oer in Dove-Dale” gave, we know, great pleasure to many of 
em. 


Mr. Edward Marston, or “‘ The Amateur Angler,” as he calls him- 
self when he writes about fish and fishing and the delights of a 
holiday in the country, has been for some years the senior partner in 
the : publishing firm of Sampson Low, Marston, Searle, and 
Rivington, with which he has been connected for nearly forty years. 
About thirty years ago he gave us our first lessons in fishing—and 
most successful ones they were—in a pond well stocked with 
Prussian. carp, in one of the loveliest parts of the lovely county of 
Shropshire. A grand little trout stream, the Onny, ran through the 
farm, and among the most delightful days we have ever had were 
those when we strolled along the banks of that fishful stream and 
watched ‘‘ The Amateur 
Angler” fly-fish for 
trout. It was then that 
we discovered what a 
difficult fish the trout is 
to capture! In those 
days “The Amateur” 
was one of the best 
jumpers to be met with, 
and we shall never for- 
get one memorable occa- 
sion when, after casting 
patiently all along one 
bank of the long, sweet 
Cow Pasture, as the fiel< 
was called, he rose and 
firmly hookedasplendid 
fish under some alders 
which fringed the river. 
Anold willow had fallen 
over into the water; the 
fish was floundering 
about, excitement was 
at white heat, when the 
line became entangled 
ina bough. Without a 
second thought ‘ The 
Amateur’ jumped clean 
from the high bank into 
the crown of the tree, 
projecting far over the 
river, clutching a young 
sapling with one hand 
to steady himself, while 
with the other he 
grasped the rod. A few 
moments breathless 
suspense, and then the 
broken line came away; 
and much to our de- 
light, for the river was 
deep, the angler got 
back safely—breathless, 
panting, and just able 
to say, “Ah! that wasa 
whacker !” What it was 
we did not know at the 
time; but from the 
specimens we often saw 
there when fishing the 
in after 
years, we have no doubt 
it was a_ patriarchal 
chub. We live in hopes 
of revisiting that spot 
with ‘The Amateur 
Angler,” and seeing him catch that identical chub. Since then we 
have had many a pleasant riverside ramble with the subject of this 
brief notice : may we have many more, and may he again chronicle 
them in the GAZETTE. Impossible would it be to find a greater 
enthusiast or pleasanter companion. Esteemed and respected by all 
who know him—and his long business career has brought him into 
contact with business and literary men from all parts of the world 
—it is not too much to say that those who have seen most of him 
like him most: much more of him personally we could, but must 
not, say. If during the last eight years the pages of the GAZETTE 
have afforded pleasure t2 its readers, we can assure them it has been 
very largely due to the great assistance and encouragement given 
u3, and the never-failing interest taken in the fortunes of the 
FIsHING GAZETTE by “'The Amateur Angler.” 

Mr. E. Marston is 2 member of the Fly-Fishers’ Club, a Fellow of 
the Royal Geographical Society, translator of several French works, 
author of “ A ‘Treatise on the Law of Copyright,” “ Frank’s Ranche,” 
&e. In the lastenamed work he describes his visit to the Rocky 


Mountains to see his son, who is pluckily seeking his fortune in the 


“Far West.” 
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REMINISCENCES OF THE WEST OF SCOTLAND ANGLING 
CLUB, ; 


THE members of this club celebrated its fifty-third anniversary 
by dining recently together in McLean's Hotel, Glasgow; Mr. 
George Sellar, the president, in the chair, and Dr. John Clark acting 
as croupier. 

After the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, the chairman gave “The 
West of Scotland Angling Club.” He said: As on the many 
previous occasions when the toast of the evening has been given 
everything has been said for the club that could be said, it occurred 
to me to inquire whether the club could not be made to say something for itself. 
With that view I have gone over—somewhat hastily, I admit—the records of 
the club from its institution in 1834 to the present time ; and I can assure you, 
gentlemen, that these records contain materials from which a very interesting 
paper might be prepared. But at this social meeting there is not time to go 
fully into these reminiscences, and I can only give you'a few tit-bits. 

Under date, “ Tuesday, 29th April, 1834,” we have it recorded that “ Messrs. 


Alex. Harvey, Thomas Muirhead, William Brand, John Croom, Robert Reid, | 


and John Brown, jun., met in the Waterloo Tavern for the purpose of fram- 
ing rules and electing office bearers, when Mr. Thomas Muirhead was elected 
president, and Mr. John Brown, jun., secretary.” At this first meeting two 
new members were proposed, Mr. Robert Dalglish, afterwards M.P. for Glasgow, 
and Mr. Thomas Murray. The name given to the club was the “West of 
Scotland Piscatorial Club,” which it retained for twenty-one years, when it was 
changed to the “ West of Scotland Angling Club.” 

Three prizes were to be awarded—viz., one for fly-fishing, one for bait-fishing, 
and the third for the heaviest fish above a pound, killed on either day of com- 
petition. ‘Thus there were only to be two competitions annually. Themembers 
never took kindly to bait-fishing ; in fact, seemed to know little about it, and 
there was often a difficulty in carrying out the bait competition. It was soon 
turned into a mixed competition for fly or bait, and ultimately, as you all know, 
the club gave up bait-fishing of all kinds, and confined itself to fly. 

Provision was made for monthly meetings, for the transaction of business. 
These being held in hotels, became of a genial and social character, and on the 
whole were wellattended. There were, however, occasionally exceptions. Take 
the following :—“ Mrs. Anderson’s Tavern, 4th July, 1843. Fourth monthly 
meeting. The secretary alone being present, he treated himself to a glass of 
toddy, and dissolved the meeting.—J. McSymon, secretary.” 

The members gradually increased, and a very important event in the history 
of the club is quietly noted thus, under date 17th Sept., 1838 :—“ The meeting 
were favoured with the company of D. MacNee, Esq. In the course of the 
evening Mr. MacNee was unanimously elected an ordinary member of the club.” 
Thus we see that the prince of story-tellers had only ‘to give a taste of his 
talents to be enrolled on the spot. 

The records bear that the social meetings were of a most genial kind, and it 
is evident from the cost of the entertainments, and the hour of adjournment 
which are usually noted, that they were hardly ever carried to any excess. In 
1839, the secretary in calling the annual meeting “was instructed to note the 
growing interest in piscatorial matters, as evidenced by the large attendance of 
members who rouse each other's zeal with many a goodly tale of tough 
encounter with patriarchs of the finny tribe, and pleasant adventure while 
wandering by muir and fell in pursuit of the ‘gentle art.” In the midst of 
this exuberance I may interpose by saying that up to this time there is no record 
of any member of the club having had any such encounter with any such 
“patriarch "—that is to say,if a “ patriarch” meant a fish of any size. The 
same minute goes on to narrate that “Mr. Muirhead, the: father of the club, 
varied the amusement and stirred tho hearts of all with his enchanting songs, 
and thus wore away one of the pleMantest evenings that ever fell to secretary’s 
lot to record.” 

This secretary, Mr. McSymon, to judge by his quaint and enthusiastic de- 
scriptions, was the best secretary the club ever had. 

Here we have him again in the same year: “The evening was spent in the 
most agreeable manner, anecdote and song lent their aid to lively conversation, 
toast and sentiment did their part, and mirth and jollity let no one escape till 
an hour which shall not be recorded.” 

It must have been a great loss to the club when Mr. McSymon went to New 
York ; but he did not forget his old friends, for they afterwards often acknow- 
ledged with gratitude the receipt of a barrel of oysters for the annual dinner. 

The club met in various houses, but eventually settled down very much in 
Mrs. Anderson’s tavern, Trongate. In February, 1858, they left it. This they 
did with heavy hearts and for weighty reasons, for we have this on record : 


“A good deal of dissatisfaction having been expressed at various times in 
regard to the management of the Swan with Two Necks (better known as Mrs, 
Anderson's) since the death of Mrs. Anderson, the meeting to-night unanimously 
agreed to change the place of meeting. The members present, in resolving upon 
this change, desired to place on record their expression of regret at haying to 
leave a place where more than twenty years the club had found a home, and 
where so many happy evenings had been spent, and with which so many pleasant 
associations were connected ; but the following reasons they thought sufficient 
to justify the change—viz., 1st, bad attendance ; and an inability to keep the 
club in hot water.” 

Gentlemen, although hot water is not now much in request at our meetings, 
the pathos of this record must have touched all our feelings, and I am sure it is 
quite unnecessary to read the remaining reasons. We now like much more to 
see the water brought to the boil by a rising salmon. 


At the annual dinners there often attended, besides Sir Daniel MacNee, Sheriff 
Bell, Sheriff Steele, Mr. James Hedderwick, and others endowed with gifts, 
which tended to make the evening happy. Later on, the members getting more 
scattered, the monthly social meetings were given up to the regret of many ; but 
as an angling combination the club grew stronger and stronger. Many interest- 
ing records of the competitions cannot be given at present. The best basket 
ever obtained by any member was secured by Mr. John McKie, jun., on Loch 
Leven, on 26th July, 1860, weighing 241b. 6oz.: Mr. Francis Smith coming in 
second with 21lb. lloz. In April, 1866, and again in April, 1869, Mr. Dee: 
Gibson brought in from Loch Ard, 10lb. 1302., being the greatest weight 
obtained by any of the club competitors on that loch. The best basket 
at Lus:, on Loch Lomond, 10Ib. loz., fell to Mr. William Crockett, jun. At 
other localities the leading baskets were—Mr. G. W. Clark, on Loch Katrine, in 
1882, 9b. ; Mr. G. Seilar, at Inversnaid, on Loch Lomond, in 1876, 9b. ; Mr. 
John H. Brown, on Loch Awe, in 1884, 11]b. 5oz. 

The club had not many chanees of salmon-fishing ; but on Loch Vennacher, 
when trolling was allowed, a good fish was occasionally got, the best being a 
salmon 17#lb., caught by Mr. David R. Clark, in 1879; Mr. Francis Smith 
coming near that weight in 1877 with a basket of 17lb. 80z,, mainly made up 
with one salmon, 








On the Clyde it is difficult to determine the best basket, as for many years the 
fish were simply counted and not weighed. Probably the leading take would 
be about 91b., by Mr. George Anderson, in 1849. But at Abington, on 12th 
May, 1854, the sport, both fore and aft, must have been of a very rare de- 
scription, for we read :—‘‘ Mr. Haston had an odd encounter with a hare which 
he had hooked ; but it made good its freedom with a cast of flies in train. Mr. 
Wilson was more fortunate with a drake, which he hooked, played, and landed 
most successfully.” Mr. Wilson’s tackle must have been far too strong for 
Clyde-fishing nowadays ; but we must say that if these two gentlemen dressed 
their own flies they were going for the right materials. 

Before leaving Abington, I should like to narrate a very instructive incident 
which happened there. It is not in the records of the club, but I can vouch for 
its accuracy, on the very best authority. An enthusiastic member fishing for 


the Plate went beyond his depth, and filled his waterproof stockings with water. . 


Getting tired of carrying five pounds extra at each foot, he began to consider 
how most expeditiously to get quit of the burden. Fishing boots are not easily 
unlaced, wet stockings are difficult to take off, and time was precious on a Plate 
day. Seized with a sudden inspiration, he resolved to stand on his head. This, 
with the aid of a turf dyke, he managed to do, and the water undoubtedly came 
out ; but it traversed the whole course of the inverted spinal column, and got 
out at the back of his neck. He is believed to have made the observation that 
water from the boots is nos nearly so refreshing as from a shower-bath, head 
right side up ; but, as he deserved to do, he won the Plate. 


Undoubtedly the most successful prize-taker the club has ever produced is 
Mr. Francis Smith, and it is almost incredible how often he has brought in the 
heaviest fish of the day. There must be something in his deft manipulation of 
the flies to tickle the “patriarchs.” Mr. G. W. Clark has also been very suc- 
cessful in securing big fish. 

Mr. George Anderson, late M.P. for Glasgow, was one of the most energetic 
members the club ever had, and was an accomplished angler to boot. He took a 
leading part in introducing grayling into the Clyde, and there was great jubi- 
lation in the club when this operation was carried out successfully. 


Competitions for the grayling were afterwards instituted, and Mr. Anderson 
presented a Plate to be fished for; but the members, not having any experience 
of that sport, met with little success, and, after a few years, grayling- 
fishing was given up. Meeting a collier one time angling on the Clyde, I chanced 
to say something about the West of Scotland Angling Club, “Ah!” said he, 
‘‘ they are very harmless boys. ‘They once had a competition for grayling on the 
Clyde without catching a single fish.” As somewhat corroborating the collier, 
I find the following entry, under date 28th October, 1869 :—* Met one solitary 
competitor, your humble reporter. The weather was very unpropitious, there 
being hard frost and the river frozen some feet from the edge, the surface of the 
stream thickly studded with floating pieces of ice, and a strong north-wester 
blowing. Your reporter started at ten and fished till three o'clock, having the 
satisfaction of a few tumbles, but not the pleasure of hooking any grayling.— 
FRANCIS SMITH.” 

We all know that anglers are very sanguine, the results of the afternoon hardly 
ever coming'up to the expectations of the morning ; but I find in a very happy 
augury, contained in a report by Mr. Robert Miller, of a competition at Loch 
Ard, a marked exception to the general rule. He says: “ Before concluding, 
your reporter has to remark that the party was joined (in Glasgow) by 
amember elect, Mr. James Wilson, and it is the opinion of all who enjoyed his 
company that the club has secured an excellent member in him, and a genial 
companion for the competitions.” Tike Sir Daniel MacNee, he was appreciated 
at once, and we only wish all the fish were as “taking” as the Provost. So long 
as he is left to us we shall ever have the best exhibition of self-abnegation and 
animal spirits ; so long as Mr. Miller remains with us we shall never be without 
the best musical skill. 

Any sketch of this club would be sadly deficient without a reference to Mr. 
John Findlay, now no more. Like Mr. Francis Smith, he was a keen and ex- 
pert angler, and, like Mr. Smith, he did his utmost to entertain the club, bringing 
down the house with many a witty sally. Anglers know how often at competi- 
tions baskets are brought in exactly alike in weight. A most striking example 
of this is found in the record of a competition on Loch Leven in August, 1873, 
extending over two days. On the first day, Mr. Smith and Mr. Findlay were 
drawn in the same boat, and each brought in 9b. 10oz., dividing the first and 
second prizes. On the second day they were again drawn in the same boat, and 
again divided the first and second prizes with equal baskets of 4lb. 9302, Mr. 
Findlay at the annual meetings always treated the company with some witty 
speech or original poem. 

Now, gentlemen, you have heard in part what the club can say for itself, and 
T ask you if an institution like this, with so many happy memories, and which 
has shown such a fine appreciation of the beauties of nature and of water at the 
boil, should ever be allowed to go down. I trow not, and I rejoice to say that 
the West of Scotland Angling Club, as a fishing organisation, is as strong to-day 
as ever it was. Yet it was by the elements which conduce to geniality and 
sociality that the club was mainly built up, and by these elements will it be best 
maintained. Therefore, it becomes our duty to be ever gathering and conserving 
these elements if we desire, as we all do, to see the continued prosperity of the 
club. Gentlemen, I ask you to drink a long, vigorous, and happy existence to 
the West of Scotland Angling Club. ‘The toast was received with enthusiasm. 


After several other toasts had been proposed, and some very excellent songs 
had been given, a very happy evening was brought to a close at eleven o'clock. 





HORATIO ROSS, SPORTSMAN. 
(Diep DECEMBER 6, 1886.) 


He’s gone !—to some happy hunting ground 
Where phantom “feather” and “fur” abound, 
In whose broad rivers big salmon rise, 

“Jock Scott” or “ Popham” claims the prize ? 
Or his freed spirit ling’ring where 

The grouse-packs run by red deer’s lair ? 

Or leads, unseen, when scent’s breast-high, 
And the sinking fox is doom’d to die ? 

Or to some homely partridge fields ; 

By Indian river that mahseer yields ? 

Or had sought the fabled Lethe’s wave, 

And all's forgotten in the grave! 


Angle and antler, gorse and heather bring 
To deck the tomb of the Sportsman ‘“‘ King”! 
W. Fry, 
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Ir the postal arrangements work smoothly, this our Christmas Number ought 
to be in the hands of our readers by Christmas Day. We hope they will allow 
us to wish them all the compliments of the scason, and hope they may have a 
very prosperous ani successful New Year, both piscatorially and otherwise. 
We must thank them, our contributors aad our advertisers, for the great 
support we have received, and assure them that we shall spare no trouble in the 
endeavour to improve the GAZETTE. 
ae * ae * * 

Heartily glad are we io sce that the Cambrian Angling Association promises 
to bea great success. The first annual meeting was held recently, when the 
president, Dr, Roberts, Isallt, occupied the chair. The room, which is capable of 
seating between two and three hundred persons, was literally packed with 
members and others who intend becoming members, and the keen interest taken 
in the proceedings by the old fishermen amply proved that this courageous 
attempt to abolish malpractices and to reform doubtful fishing is appreciated. 
From a prospectus issued by the committee, it appears that the association was 
established in June, 1885, for the purpose of “breeding, preserving, and pro- 
tecting fish in the waters of Festiniog and the adjoining parishes.” An appeal 
was made on its behalf tothe owners of the magnificent sheets of water which 
abound in the neighbourhood for permission to preserve those waters, and to 
stockthem with fish, and it is a matter of congratulation that in most cases the 
appeal was heartily responded to. Simultaneously, the anglers of the district 
were invited to meet the pioneers of the movement to discuss the proposed 
rules, and to consider the best means of obtaining a fresh stock of trout for 
the various waters the committee might acquire the right of preserving. 
To prove how ripe the neighbourhood was for the proposed reform,it may be 
observed that, in spite of the destitute condition of the waters and the improb- 
ability of obtaining sport during the first year, no less than nearly 300 members 
joined. Much practical sympathy with the efforts of the committee was shown 
by several of the surrounding gentry, the following being specially deserving of 
mention :—Mr. Casson, who, in addition to giving a 1,000 Loch Leven yearlings, 
hatched some 15,000 ova, and distributed the fry among three of the lakes ; Mr. 
Greaves, Lord Lieutenant of Carnarvonshire, who gave the proceeds of two days’ 
netting at Cwmstradllyn, which produced about 600 healthy spawning fish ; and 
Lord~Penryhn, who allowed the association a day’s netting in the Conway, 
together with a promise of another day’s netting next year, and as many ova for 
the hatchery of the Association as can be obtained fron Liyn Conway. The 
liberality of these gentlemen, and the zeal displayed by the working-men members 
in opening spawning beds, pegging the lakes, and watching during the past 
season, has enabled the committee to make greater progress than the most 
sanguine among themanticipated. A greatnumber of mectings were held during 
the year, and journeys undertaken to different places to propagate the doctrines 
of the Association. Branches were established at Penmichnoand Llan Ffestiniog, 
and hopes are entertained thit the subject will have the serious attention of 
anglers in other neighbourhoods during the coming winter. 

2: 2s ae Pad 2 


This is the best angling news we have had from Wales for a long time. For 
years past Welsh trout streams have been so poached and neglected as to 
make it useless for anglers to visit them. We hope the movement will 
spread. 
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We have been present at a good many big and little dinners of anglers, but 
never remember such an awe-inspiring menu as thas of the first annual dinner 
of the Pollokshields Angling Club, which took place recently. According to a 
local chronicler, ‘“‘ Upwards of thirty-one altogether sat down to dinner. The 
chair was occupied by Mr. John Cassells, and the croupiers were Messrs. 
Peter Pringle and D. R. Clark. One of the most amusing features of the 
entertainment was the arrangement of the menu card, a copy of which was 
Eee before each person. It was beautifully and artistically lithographed 

y Mr. James Gilmour, Hope-street, Glasgow, from sketches prepared by 
the secretary, and the names of the various dishes were translated from 
Cook’s French into Glasgow Scotch, as follows :— 
“MENU. 
Whelks wi’ Preens. Whitstable Limpets. 
Fish, Flesh, and Fowl Soup. Crawiish Broth. 
Big Fluke, w’ Dutch Cream, Clyde Sparklers. 
Fried Molendinar Baggies. Loch Katrine Tackle Twisters, 
Marseilles Crowdie., ; 
Long Partan wi’ French Greens, Wee Mulet Tairts. 
Ye Famous Roman Judy, 
Skeigh Quackers. 
Ocean Kail, Parision Dulse. 
Salt Shark Roe. Bombay Waddlers, 
Kebbuck Whistlin’ Puddin’, 
Dessert. 


The dinner, which consisted mostly of different kinds of fish, was served in 

splendid style, and the unique character of the dishes was a source of continued 

interest and amusement. 
* * * * * 

An apology is due from us to those of our readers who have already had too 
much “ Bloa” for inserting another letter on the subject. The facts are as 
follows :—Our office-boy came in last Tuesday morning when we were over our 
waders in work, and announced that a gentleman wished to see us. ‘‘ Gentieman 
be bloa’d !”” was our pious ejaculation ; “show him up.” What was our astonish- 
ment to find, on looking at his pasteboard, that it was the great Bloaist himself. 
“ Mr.Wm. Naylor, Keighley, Yorks” —there was no mistake about it. ‘‘ Ah! how 
do you do? Shan’t keep youa minute,” said a jolly-looking, pleasant Yorkshire 
gentlemen ; and then he explained how he had come up to town to impress upon 
us the great importance of letting him have another letter in ; how every angler 
north of the Trent was bursting with excitement on the great bloa question, and 
implored, as we looked forward to having a Happy Xmas ourselves, so we should 
in charity remember these countless anglers in the North whose hearths would be 
cold and homes desolate unless we inserted this letter. We hinted that Mr. 
Pritt might wish to reply, when Mr. N. assured us that while everybody, 
and he especialiy, had the greatest raspect, esteem, and regard for Mr. Pritt, 
nobody attached any value waatever to his opinions, and if we choked him off 
we should be doing him a real kindness. We thought this explanation was due 
to ourselves and our readers. 

ae ae ae ae a3 

“The Hon. A. F. Kinnaird and Dr. Barnardo request the favour of the 

Editor of the Pisurne GazeTre’s company at the Ediabargh Castle, Lime- 











house, E., on Christmas Day to witness the Christmas Dinner of the Boys.” 

No, thank you, Doctor | You are doing a great work, and we hope your boys 

will enjoy their dinner ; but we shall have quite enough to do to see our own 

youngsters don’t kill themselves on that festive occasion. 
* * * * 


a 


The directors of the Loch Leven Angling Association held a special meeting 
on Wednesday afternoon, Mr. George Henderson in the chair. Various matters 
were brought forward for discussion, and it was agreed to thata new lease should 
be arranged for seven years on the existing terms, subject, however, to such 
modifications as might be considered necessary. The meeting also agreed to 
introduce char into Loch Leven by getting a supply from Windermere, this 
being a kind of fish that was numerous in the loch at one time, but have for 
many years been extinct. The meeting further agreed that powers should be 
got under the new lease whereby the directors would be enabl<d to dispose of 
Loch Leven fry or ova to those requiring to purchase it. 

* * ae * * 

Mr. Wynn-Williams, of Christchurch, New Zealand, sends us a letter, which 
we publish th’s week. Trout anglers in this country will read it with pleasure, 
not untinged with envy. No angler in England, Scotland, or Ireland has such 
a record as that of Mr. Velvin—7} brace of trout weighing 743]b., including 
one of 941b., one of 101b., and one of 12lb. Those who doubt the value of fish 
culture should remember these grand New Zealand streams stocked twenty years 
ago from eggs of Hampshire trout sent out by Mr. Francis Francis and Mr. 
James Youl. 

* * * * * 

The “Tllustrated Sportsman’s Almanack for 1887” is the title of a new 
annual devoted to field sports, which Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, and Co. 
have just published. It is illustrated by Mr. W. Foster, son of Mr. Birket 
Foster, and edited by Mr. R. B, Marston. 








GLASGOW WANDERERS ANGLING CLUB, 
FirtH ANNUAL DINNER. 


Tue fifth annual dinner of the club was held in the Cobden Hotel on Friday, the 
10th inst., Major Menzies, the hon. president, in the chair. Amongst those present 
were Messrs. A. W. McLeod, president ; ex-Provost Nicol Cameron, vice-president ; 
W. Forsyth, John Elder, H. Skinner, Jas. Gordon, W. Robertson, G. Robertson, 
John Urie, A. Macgregor, P. McGibbon, J. Jeffrey, T. Hay, W. Mller, G. R. 
McKenzie, A. McKenzie, A. Beattie, Duncan Cameron, J. Ewing, J. Barbour, W. 
Dick, J. Stevenson, J. Malcolm, J. Murdoch, D. Douglas, A. Paterson, A. McKinley, 
Crawford, Jackson. Thomson, McCartney, Duncan, Howie, MacIntosh, Motherwell, 
and David Cameron, the hon.sec. After an excellent dinner had been served and 
disposed of, to the strains of the bagpipes, the usual loyal and patriotic toasts were 
heartily proposed and cordially responded to, Major Menzies replying for the Army, 
Navy, and Volunteers. Mr. McLeod, in proposing the toast of the evening, “The 
Glasgow Wanderers Angling Club,” said the club was instituted on 21st December, 
1882, with a membership of nine. The original intention was to limit the member- 
ship to twenty ; but the demand for admission became so great that it was deemed 
advisable to do away with the limit, impose a heavier entrance fee, and raise the 
annual subscription. This arrangement had been found to work well, the club now 
ranging as one of the first in the West of Scotland. The following prizes were then 
presented to the successful competitors :—Cup, presented by Mr. Archd, Blair, late 
president, for best aggregate at loch competitions, woa by Mr. T. Anderson ; 
club medal, for best aggregate of the season, won by Mr. T. <Ander- 
son; rod, presented by Mr. A. Paterson, for second best aggregate 
at the loch competitions, won by Mr. Thomas Hay ; split-cane rod, presented by Mr. 
Anderson, for bestaggregate at the Loch Vennacher and stream competitions, won 
by Mr. David Cameron, The presentation of prizes being completed, Mr. Skinner 
gave the toast of “ Kindred Clubs,” to which Mr. Elder (West of Sootland Angling 
Club) replied. The other toasts were : “Absent Frieads,” by ex-Provost Cameron ; 
“he Ladies,” by Mr. Ewing, replied to by Mr. McKinlay ; “The Chairmin ” (with 
Highlan 1 honours), by Mr. Duncan Cameron; “'The President,’ by Mr. Wm. Robert- 
son; “ The Vice-President,” by Mr. Dick, and “The Secretary,” by Mr. Skinner. Tt 
was unanimously agreed, on the suggestion of Mr. Hider, todo honour to the memory 
of the “ Father of Anglers” by sending a donation to “The [zk Walton Statue 
Fund.” Mr. Glder was delighted with the reception given to the suzgestion, and 
he hoped to see other Scotch clubs follow the example set them by the Glasgow 
Wanderers. A number of remarkubly clever and amusing sketchas by on3 of the 
company were passe] round the table aad much appreciated. Tae proceelings of the 
evening were greatly enlivened by the capital songs renderel by Messrs. Dick, 
Stevenson, Dancm Cameron, David Cameron, Motherwell, Jackson, and oshers, ag 
also a recitubion by Me. Forsyth; and the company having joined in “ Anld Ling 
Syne,” a most enjoyable evening was brought to a close. 


Pr 





MACCLESFIELD UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On Monday evening, the 13th inst., the annual social gathering and prize distribution 
took place at the Three Crowns Hotel, Sutton, on which occasion there was a large 
muster of members. Mr. James Ball, the host, provided a capital dinner, t>» which 
the company did ample justice. After dinner, Councillor Bower was called to the 
chair, the vice-chair being occupied by Mr. Beard,'veterinary surgeon, After the usual 
loyal toasts, the chairman called on the secretary to read the annual report. J. Scanton 
(the secretary) read his annual record of theseason’s outings and financial accounts ; the 
report was approved. The first special contest took place at Langley on Good Friday : 
first prize won by J. Moores, with one trout, the only fish caught; 13 competed. 
The second special day took place at the Turk’s Head Reservoir on June 19th : first 
prize, W. Williams; second, A. Hill ; third, R. Hachus. Special day at Capesthorne, 
Jane 3rd, by the kind permission of W. Bromley Davenport, Hsq., M.P.; no prizes on 
this occasion. Sp2cial day, by the kind permission of the Messrs. Brocklehursts at 
the Barrack Pools; some very fair trout aud perch were taken ; no prizes on this 
oceasion. Special day at Capesthorne, October 6th: first prize, J. Moores ; second, 
F, Maurice; third, F. Linzey. Monthly and premier prizes were won in the follow- 
ing order: February 20th, J. Moores, Rushton ; April 14th, R. Eachus, Langley ; 
May 28th, James Ball. A large number of premier prizes were won. The heaviest 
basket in one day was won by I. Maurice, with 6lb. 530z. The prize presented by 
Mr. Meridith was won by J. Moores, seven fish weighing 91b. 120z. The prizes 
having been presented, Mr, Meridith proposed the health of * The Honorary Members 
and Thanks to the Donors of Prizes, especially W. Bromley Davenport, H:q., Die 
Messrs. Brocklehursts, Colonel Stancliffe, A. Hill, Hsq.,” which was enthusiastically 
received, Mr. Sellers responded. President Gosling proposed “ Water Committee of 
the Langley Works,’ and was responded to by the chairman. “The Host and 
Hostess,” by N. Goodwin, Haq., was highly applauded ; responded to by the worthy 
host. During the eyening songs were sung by Messrs. Galleymore, Haves, 
Hambleton, Barlow, Warren, and Barker ; Mr. Joseph Ballalso favoured the company 
with an excellent imitation of the “Singing Birds,” for which he was loully 
applauded. Mr. Barker's recitation was well received. Mr. Horace Broadhurst was 
amost effective accompanist, The company, after spending a very pleasant 
evening together, separated at a reasonable hour.—JAM"S SCANTON, Sevretary, 
Three Crowns, Sutton, 
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ME: Ey Mero p: 
Mr. Top’s very interesting and practical contributions to our 
columns have made his name known to anglers on both sides of the 
Atlantic, for American angling papers have reprinted his articles 
and commented highly upon them; it therefore affords us much 
pleasure to give his portrait and these few words about him. 

Mr. Tod is the youngest son of the late General Tod, of Morning- 
side, near Edinburgh, where Mr. Tod was born, and spent his 
boyhood and early manhood. 

It has been our good fortune to meet a great number of anglers, 
but we have met few who take a deeper interest in the sport, or who 
know s0 much about fishing on the Northern and Border streams 
as Mr. Tod; he is a thorough enthusiast, and as good a r. presenta- 
tive of the best class of anglers as we know. 

As well as for general articles and letters on trout-fishing, &c., we are indebted 
to Mr. Tod for a capital suggestion for carrying the landing-net when wading, 
and for his “ triple gut attachment” for trout-Hies. At first we were somewhat 
sceptical as to the value of this plan ; but our own experierices and that of friends 
who have tried it convinces us of its real value, while Mr. Geo. Holland in- 
forms us that his orders for trout-flies dressed on Mr. Tod's principle from all 
parts of the country are continually increasing. 

That Mr. Tod has had a pretty wide practical angling experience may be seen 





MR. EE. M. 


TOD. 


from the following list of some of the waters he has fished :—Tweed, Teviot 
and their tributaries ; the Tummel (he was so successful on this river that he 
used to be called “ King of the Tummel ”), the glorious Eden in Cumberland, 
the Barge River at Winchester, the Coquet, the Dee (Welsh), the Verniew, the 
Riddle, the streams in the Isle of Man. Mr. Tod’s brother was an authority on 
the Isle of Man fishing, and wrote a guide—“ Tod’s Trout-fishing Guide to the 
Isle of Man ”—which he dedicated to the subject of this notice twenty-three 
years ago. It was spoken of in the Field as the best handbook on the subject. 
Mr. Tod has also fished the Yarrow and Ettrick in Selkirkshire, the Tyne in 
Haddingtonshire, the Whitadder, the Almond, the Clyde, the Tay, the Isla, the 
Navar, Esk, and Liddle, Dumfriesshire, the Ness, and many other rivers, as 
well as lochs galore. Not merely has Mr. Tod fished these rivers and lakes, but 
he has fished them probibly as successfully as any angler who ever cast a line 
on their waters. The creel he carries is one which will comfortably accommo- 
date over 20lb. of trout, and Mr. Tod does not consider he has done well unless 
it is at least three-parts full. Mr. Tod was for five years in Queensland. On 
returning to England he chose dental surgery as the field in which to exert 
himself, and as a student at the Middlesex Hospital passed all his professional 
examinations with the greatest credit, and won the respect and esteem of all the 
officers of the hospital. The testimonials he received from those gentlemen 
when he applied for the post of Dental Surgeon to the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital for Sick Children (Brighton) insured his unanimous election. On 
recently resigning his appointment he received a very kind letter from the 
Committee of Management for his services. 

Mr. Tod is now in practice as a dentist at Brighton, and we are quite certain 
that everyone who is fortunate enough to be acquainted with him will join us 
most heartily in wishing him continued and increased success. No more genial 
genuine, or kinder-hearted man breathes. We hope to give our readers some 
salmon-fishing experiences from his pen before long, and know that we can 
wish for him nothing he would prefer more than many pleasant days among the 
heather by the side of a rattling trout stream. 


How To Oren OysTERS.—* Talk of opening oysters,” said Old Hurricane, “ why 
nothing is easier, if you only know how.” “And how’s how?” inquired Starlight. 
: Scotch snuff,” answered Old Hurricane, very sententiously. “ Scotch snuff, my boy. 
Bring a little of it ever so near their noses ‘and they'll sneeze their lids off.” ‘TI 
know a genius,” observed Meister Karl, “who has a better plan than that. He 
spreads the oysters in a circle, seats himself in the centre, and begins spinning 
ayarn. Sometimes it’s an adventure in Mexico, sometimes a legend of his loves, 
sometimes a marvellous stock operation in Wall-street, As he proceeds the ‘natives ? 
get interested ; one by one they gape with astonishment at the tremendous and dire- 
ful whoppers which are poured forth, Then, as they open their mouths my friend 
whips ’em out, peppers ’em and swallows em.” “ That’ll do,” said Starlight, with a 
long sigh ; “I wish we had a bushel of ’em here now—they’d open easy ihe 
Argonaut, / 
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MR. GEORGE SELLAR. 


Mn. GEORGE SELLAR, the present President of the West of Scotland 
Angling Club, whose portrait we are glad to be able to give, gained 
his early experience as an angler in Aberdeenshire and Banffshire, 
on the Deveron and its tributaries. Coming to Glasgow whena 
young man, he began to fish with the West of Scotland Club in 1875. 

He has been successful as a prize-taker in the Club, having gained twelve 
first priz:s, twenty-one second, and many third, scoring on an average every 
second day. Like all anglers, he has his beliefs, theories, and, probably, delu- 
sions. He has been a great experimenter, and on his experiments his theories 
have been based. On the negative side, he is an utter disbeliever in local flies, 
holding that a fly good for Loch Leven is also good for Loch Ard, and vice 
versd. Boatmen on Loch Leven say there are three bad signs of a fishing day 
—viz., boats shifting their ground, anglers changing their flies, and the boat- 
men fishing. The subject of our sketch does not believe in the first two doing 
any good ; he never changes a fly, and if let alone will not row over the whole 
loch. 

Abram Lincoln, he holds, laid down the right theory. When the war was 
not going very well for the North, he being asked what he was going to do 
next, said, ‘‘ Keep pegging away.” The accoutrements of the angler, as well as’ 
those of the soldier, should be light, as every ounce added to the weight tells 
on the day's march. Mr. Sellar has often said that he never learned fly-fishing 
properly until he tried bait. Going to the country often in the beginning o 
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SELLAR 

(SHerier-Cierk or TANarksuire, Prest- 
DENT OF THE WEST OF SCOTLAND ANGLING 
CLUB). 


MR. GEORGE 


August, when fly-fishing had ceased he commenced worm-fishing in the Stewart 
fashion, up-stream, and day after day could fill a 151b. or 201b. basket. He then 
found that fish in the clearest weather could be “stalked,” but that the differ- 
ence between ordinary gut and drawn gut was half the basket ; that a stationary 
object—even a man—does not frighten the trout, but that all moving objects 
do; that, therefore, the angler should stand during the cast; that the fish 
should not be approached by inches, but that there should be a considerable 
distance between each cast ; that finely-polished rods, flashing in the'sun, are an 
abomination. 

In fly-fishing he uses the finest drawn gut, but with the lightest rod (a hollow 
cane) and lightest and easiest-running reel that he can get, for with these very 
much finer tackle can be used. He thinks the attraction should be in the flies, 
and uses a medium size with considerable show for loch-fishing. To judge by 
his speech in another column, he appears to think an angler should be able to 
stand on his head on an emergency. 

Elsewhere we give a most interesting account of the recent annual dinner of 
the Club of which Mr. Sellar is the much-estesmed and respected President, 
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THE HISTORY OF HOWIETOWN.* 


IN his preface to this handsome and most valuable and interesting 
work Sir J. Ramsay Gibson Maitland, Bart., tells us that it owes its 
existence to his wife, “to whose untiring energy and assistance the 
Fishery owes so much of its present prosperity.” Lady Maitland 
deserves not only the thanks of Sir James, but of every angler and 
every fish culturist ; for it is not too much to say that were it not for our friends 
the pisciculturists, fish would soon become extinct in all maining and manufac- 
turing districts. The Americans and the Canadians—more especially the latter 
—are rather proud of their Government fish-breeding establishments, which 
with red-tape regularity issue reports, and, in spite of their imposing arrays 
of figures, may often not unfairly be designated as much ado about nothing— 
v.€., judged by results. Except in the matter of shad-culture, by which the 
Americans have revived an important fishery industry, we feel convinced that no 
fish-breeding establishment, whether State supported or private, can compare, as 
a whole, with Howietown. 

Reverting to the preface, we find that the object Sir James has in view in 





* “The History of Howietown,” containing a full description of the variou® 


hatching-houses ané ponds, and of experiments which have besn undertaken there 
from 1873 to the present time, and also of the fish cultural work and the magnificent 
results already obtained. By Sir J. Ramsay Gipson MAITLAND, Bart., F.L.S., 
F.Z.S, Published by J. R. Guy, Secretary Howictown Fishery, Stirling, Scotland, 
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DESPATCHING HOUSE AT HOWIETOWN FISHERY, 









. We t, 20ft. plank Pond. 
. Centre, 20ft. plank Pon 1. 
. East, 20ft. plank Pond. 
Lower, 20ft. plank Pond. 
. 60ft. Pond. 

Dvast, 130ft. Pond. 
Centre, 130ft. Pond. 

. West, 130ft. Pond. 

Pond for stock fish. 

. Last, 300ft, Pond. 

. Centre, 300ft. Pond. 

. West, 300ft. Pond. 
Island Pond. 

. East, 2-year-9ld Pond, 

. Salmon stew. 

. West, 2-year-old Pond. 
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A. Howietown Hatching House. 
B, Old Lardir. 

C. Food Mincing House. 

D. Tank House. 

EB. Despatching House. 

F. Summer House, 

GGGG. Wells. 

H. Fario Pond, 
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PACKING TROUT OVA AT HOWIETOWN; 















































FISH-REARING PONDS AT HOWIETOWN. (Scale jh) 


- 
giving to the world the results of his ten years of work is “ to prove that the culture In addition to the ever-increasing amount and value of the pec: i dora 
7 7 7 7 7 7 , 3 > arriec ere a ser x xper a rT 
of the Salmonide can be made commercially a success, if set about ina business-like at Howietown, there has been carried on there a series of experiments producing 


manner,” and this in spite of the fact that hundreds of thousands of pounds of results the importance of which it would be difficult to over-estimate. In con- 
public and private money have been spent in fruitless fish-breeding experiments. ducting these experiments Sir James acknowledges the great scientific assistance 
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he has received from Dr. Francis Day. When the time comes formaking serious 
attempts to solve some of the problems connected with the improvement of our 
sea fisheries, it will be seen that the importance of these Howietown experiments 
is by no means confined to the culture of Salmonide. 

Space prevents our referring to more than one or two results of those experi- 
ments, but there is one of such vital importance thatit should be known and acted 
upon in every case where permanently successful results in breeding fish are looked 
for—it is that the maturity of the parents is of paramount importance in determining 
the chance of offspring in the struggle for existence. 

This fact was not even known or suspected until the Howietown experiments 
placed it beyond a doubt. When the discovery was made that the Salmonide 
could be artificially cultivated, it was hailed with delight ; the thing appeared 
so easy and simple that innumerable amateur and professional pisciculturists 
started to re-stock our rivers, and make their own fortunes. It was indeed ina 
great measure the simplicity of the thing which, in so many cases, led to 
disaster and disgust. Eggs and fry were produced in countless numbers ; for a 
year or two everything went well, but sooner or later the inevitable result of 
indiscriminate breeding from immature and otherwise unsuitable fish, though 
apparently most prolific, made itself felt. 

Every page in this “ History of Howietown” bears testimony to the energy 
of Sir James and the profound interest he feels in his hobby, which step by 
step he has raised into a science, and made an unquestioned and unquestionable 
success, 

The illustrations which accompany this notice are fair specimens of the 
nearly two hundred scattered through the volume. It will be seen that no expense 
has been spared in the production of the work, which at once takes its place as 
the standard work on the culture of the Salmonide. Although this “ history ” is 
of an establishment on a far larger scale than is either possible or necessary in 
the great majority of cases, still everything is so carefully described even to the 
minutest detail, that it isas valuable to the man who desires to know the best 
way to produce thousands of fish as it is to the one who wants millions. 


Tue Ponps ar Howirrown. 

The plan will give our readers a good idea of the very thorough and 
systematic manner in which fish culture is carried on at Howietown ; how they 
answer may be surmised from the fact that in August last they contained 282,672 
fish, varying in age from four months to nine years. 

THe Desparcnine Hovse. 

The demand for the produce of the fishery has steadily increased, and the 
enormous quantity of 79 boxes of eyed ova of Loch Leven trout (the produce of 
the fishery) were sold in the season 1885-6, the boxes averaging about 17,500. 
This represents a sale of 1,382,500 eggs of Loch Leven trout alone, while the 
eyed eggs of salar, fontinalis, and furio bring up the total despatched from the 
fishery to close upon 2,000,000, while almost an equal number of eggs were, in 
addition, hatched into fry at the Fishery. 

PACKING Eaas AND CARRIER ror Fisu. 

These illustrations show part of the process of packing eggs in trays and boxes 
with moss and swan’s down. The splendid condition in which eggs sent from the 
Howietown Fishery arrive at their destination is simply due to the extreme care 
with which they are packed : for instance, last spring two hundred thousand 
salmon ova were successfully sent to New Zcalaiid, and one hundred thousand 
Loch Leven ova to Newfoundland. In yearling and older fish the Howietown 
Fishery does an enormous business, and many of our readers must feel grateful 
to Mr. J. R. Guy, the secretary, for the admirable arrangements he makes for 
the despatch of eggs and fish. You send for his price list, order what fish you 
want, and if they do not turn up smiling after a five hundred mile journey it is 
a very exceptional case indeed. We can personally bear testimony to the excel- 
lence of the Howietown fish carrier, having last spring received five hundred 
Loch Leven trout for the Wandle almost without the loss of a fish, They com- 
menced rising at fly within a few hours of being turned into their new home, 
and have done splendidly—in fact, as a friend who has watched them almost 
daily says, ‘‘ You can see them grow.” Our advice is very frequently asked by 
gentlemen who wish to stock their streams with trout—aimost without excep- 
tion they appear to prefer fry or eggs to hatchinto fry ; our invariable reply is, 
“Put in yearlings or two-year-old fish.” In very exceptional cases it may 
pay best to hatch out eggs and put in fry; but in ninety-nine cases 
out of a hundred it is infinitely preferable to get strong yearlings, 
or, better still, older fish, which come from a fishery where they know 
how to breed and feed them, as, for instance, from Howietown ; or from Mr. 
Thomas Andrews, of Guildford, who, thanks to his thorough knowledge of the 
subject, and magnificent series of natural ponds full of natural food can even 
beat Sir James Maitland in the size and plumpness of his fish—yearlings or two- 
year-olds. Our friend, Mr. Charles Capel, too, can turn out most lovely trout, 
Unfortunately he has been compelled by ill-health to partially give up his 
favourite hobby ; but we trust his sojourn on the Riviera will’enable him to 
return to fish culture, which he understands so well, with renewed vigour. Then 
Mr. Ford, of Caistor, Lincolnshire, and Mr. Armytage, of the Solway Fisheries, 
Dumfries, can and do send out ova, fry, and yearlings which leave nothing to be 
desired. We repeat it is infinitely better to get sound, healthy fish from these 
experienced pisciculturists than ova or fry. One yearling fish placed in your river 
1s worth 500 fry in your stew, and more than 1,009 eggs in your hatching-boxes. 


THe Howrerown Fisu Carrmr—A Hint ror ANGLERS. 


As Sir James Maitland remarks, the appliances which have been invented for 
transporting live fish are innumerable, ‘some have answered well, others very 
much the reverse.” The question of transport of live fish is one which affects a 
very large number of our readers. We have gone long journeys with friend 
Jardine on the pike warpath (and hope to do again!), when the question, 
Would our seven or eight dozen Thames dace arrive alive at our journey’s end ? 
was almost as important as whether we should. We do nos. know whether the 
conical can depicted in the above illustration has been patented by Sir James 
or not. Perhaps he will kindly inform us on this point ; but it strikes us as 
being the very thing for carrying live-bait in. His remarks on the carriage of 
yearling fish will be valuable to our readers. He says :—“ Many very ingenious 
contrivances hive been made: electrical air-pumps, foot bellows, rotatory 
bellows, false bottoms, and circulating tanks. Somo of these answered the pur- 
pose well—others very much the reverse ; but none of them were sufficiently 
practicable to enable trout to b2 transported on a commercial sexle, and in nearly 
every case the inventor ignored the anatomical fact that trout or salmon cannot 
respire freely if lying against a curve. All that is necessary to demonstrate this 
is to lay a dead fish in an oval fish-carrier or round wash-tub, If the fish is as 
long as the radius of the curve one gill-cover will be tightly closed, and the other, 
though slightly open, will be pressed against the side. It is all very well to say 
the fish might lie in the middle, but if the can is sufficiently stocked, 
a large number of the trout must lie against the side ; and if only a few fish are 





placed in the carrier for somo reason—probably because they are afraid of 
knocking their noses—they will not remain in the centre, but will probably take 
up their position against the side at right-angles to the radius. From this it follows 
that tanks for the conveyance of large ‘rout must be rectangular, although those 
for conveyance of yearlings are more conveniently made round, their length 
bearing so small a proportion to the diameter of the circle that the angle sub- 
tended bya chord of equal length is too obtuse to cause more than a slight 
interference with the action of the gill-covers. or travelling yearlings a conical 
tank is therefore suitable. The oxygen in the water is renewed by 
placing an inverted cone of zine in the boltom of the lid, so that 
the apex just touches the surface of the water. The sides of the can converge 
upwards, and the jolting en route forces the water into the lid, from which 
it falls downwards, and becomes converted by the cone of zinc into fine spray. 
This cone is also used as a receptacle for crushed ice, thus securing cold, fresh 
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CONICAL FISH CARRIER. 
As used at Howietown for yearling fish. 
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spray continually falling on the surface of the water in the can so long ag it 
is in motion. The colder the water is kept, the fewer the respirations per 
minute of the fish, and the less the quantity of oxygen exhausted from the 
water.” 

It appears to us that this conical can found to ba so successful in trans- 
porting yearling trout hundreds of mi'es is the very thing, on a smaller 
scale, that we want for carrying our live-biits in. 

In concluding our notice of this most interesting book we can only repeat 
that it must take the highest place as a guide to the fish culturist. ‘There is 
no English, German, or American work to compare with it, and we congra- 
tulate Sir James Maitland on the outcome of what, even if a labour of love, 
must have entailed an immense amount of hard work and thought. 
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SONGS FRAE THE “NORTH COUNTREE.” 
Tug ANGLER TO uIs AULD FisHin’ FRrenp. 
Come awa’, my lad, come, for the mornin’ breaks fairly, 
Come, rouse frae thy slumbers, the sun’s on the lea ; 
There’s a fine lipper breeze that will stir the trout rarely— 
Tak’ thy rod and awa’ ower the mosses wi’ me ! 
Last e’enin’ the nicht dews doon heavy were dreepin’, 
And Nature seemed sad, when I took my last thraw ; 
While the dew-drops that hung seemed the tears o’ her weepin'— 
Now the smile o’ this mornin’ shall kiss them awa’. 


There's a tryst we maun keep, lad—we dawrna be laggard— 
So on wi’ your heckles and auld fishin’ creel ; 

For ne'er a true wooer was ever found sluggard, 
Ora fisher wha gans to the stream he lo’es weel. 


Sae sweet are the sangs that wild Coquet is singin’ 
As we fish a’ the spots where the “ yellow fins” hide, 
And the hours flit as light as the line we are flingin’, 
While cares float awa’ like the foam o’ the tide. 


Then hame through the breckans, when the gloamin’ steals o’er us, 
Wi’ a heart that is light and a rare heavy creel ; 

While the birdies’ sweet notes frae the woods makin’ chorus 
But faintly express a’ the joys that we feel. 


Then [ll fill thee a bumper, my auld fishin’ brither— 
May your heart for the fishin’ be aye as fu’ fain ; 
And we'll pledge the glad hours we hae baith spent thegithar, 
Till the breath o’ the heather we breathe ance again ! 
Dee., 1886. —“ STREAMS 0’ THE NortTH.* 


en 
READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 


The above association held a most successful smoking concert on Sat irday evening 
at the Great Western Hotel. Mr. James Simonds (the president) wa; in the chair. 
Messrs. Hickie and Son kindly lent a piano, and Mr. W. Sherwin and Mr. George 
Lees acted as accompanists. Some first-class songs were given by Messrs. F. R. 
Spender (Maidenhead), Bonny, Moss, J. W. Appelbee, F. H. George, H. S. Barrett, 
W. Hickie, F. Cutbill, Collins (banjo song), Seymour Owen, A. Catchpool, F, Brown, 
L. Colbert, H. E. Cottrell, W.G. Flanagan, and J. T. Marsh. Mr. H. Frankland sang 
amost amusing topical song, written for the occasion. Mr. Catchpool gave a droll 
reading, and excellent recitations were given by Mr. Arthur Berry and Mr. H. F, 


‘Smith. The following sub-committee : Messrs. H. Creed, S. Biggs, W. Hickie, F. 


Brown, and A. C. Butler (hon, sec.), carried out the arrangements in an admirable 
manner. At the close the president briefly submitted the toasts of “The Queen” 
and of “ The Association,” commenting on its good work, and expressing the hope 
that the gathering would infuse fresh vigour into it and increase the number of 
members. Mr. Butler responded. The health of the president was drunk with 
musical honours, and the gathering was brought to a close by the singing of the 
National Anthem, a 
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Dec. 25, 1886, 
CORRESPONDENCE, 


“ One of the charms of angling is that it presents an endless field for argument, 
speculation, and eaperiment.”—T, B. Prrvr, 





[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





ROD RINGS.—-VALUABLE TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF 
ia EYED SALMON HOOKS. . 

Srr,—Seeing in your “Notes” this week a paragraph with reference to the wearing 
out of rings on rods, I am tempted to give you my experience, r 

Some years ago, when harling on the Namun river in Norway, I found my lines 
used to wear out very quickly on account of the brass rings getting cut into grooves. 
To prevent this, I instructed Messrs, Farlow and Co. to make my harling rods with 
steel rings, silvered over to prevent rust, and this plan proved a great success, 

If your correspondent, Mr. Reginald Lodge, will try these rings, I think he will be 
pleased with them ; I inclose two specimens. With regard to eyed salmon hooks, I 
have used, for the last three years, the double hooks, with turned-up eyes, made by 
Messrs. Hutchinson, of Kendal, and have found them very good in every respect . I 
I have had fewer breakages than with the old hooks, and as regards their holding 
power, Tecan only say that I killed the first twenty fish I hgoked this season without 
a single fish getting away. Ihave used them from size No. 16 down to No. 6—Kendal 
numbering, of course. I cannot understand anyone who has once used eyed-hooks 
going peck to the old gut loops, as the advantages of the former are so obvious.,— 

am, &c., 

Chipchase Castle, Wark-on-Tyne, December 20, THOMAS TAYLOR, 

[We are much obliged to Mr. Taylor ; his idea of silvering stcel split rings for use 
as rod rings is an admirable one, and his is by far the most important practical 
testimony to the value of eyed salmon hooks that we have rec sived.—Ep. ] 





; RE-NUMBERING OF FISH-HOOKS. 
Srr,—Referring to the letter of “J. H.W.” on this subject, published in your last 
number, I concur generally in the suggestion of Messrs, Warner, of Redditch, and 
one or two others of your correspondents, I think, that the most feasible method 
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“ PENNELL LIMERICK” TURN-DOWN EYED-HOOKS 
(Patent U.S.A.) Upper figures, “Redditch” scale ; lower figures, “ New ” scale, 


- of bridging over the “interregnum” between the gradual adoption of the new 


system of numbering and the disappearance of the old, or Redditch system, would be 
that all hooks for the present should have duplicate numbers, such numbers corre- 
sponding, as nearly as may be, with the “new” scale proposed in the FISHING 
GAZETTE, and the so-called “‘ Redditch scale.” : 

I say advisedly the “so-called” Redditch scale, because I find such enormous dis- 
erepancies between hooks of different Redditch makers, having similar numbers, 
that it is evident no such thing as what is termed the “ Redditch scale” has any 
real existence, ‘ 

As regards the sizes of wires of which they are made (the alleged basis of the 
“Redditch scale”), it has already been practically admitted by at least one of your 
Redditch correspondents that this also is for all practical purposes a myth. In 
“ Occasional Notes” of 30th Oct., 1886, you quote an extract to this effect :— 

“The Redditch-made hooks were numbered logically, and many of them still are 
so, the number of the hook being the number of the wire from which it is made, and 
the gauge adopted is the needle wire-gauge, which is known all over the world. 
Some considerable confusion has, in course of time, crept in, as customers requiring 
fine wire hooks have ordered, say, ‘a No. 5 hook made of No. 7 wire, and the other 
sizes in proportion’ ; or another requiring an extra strong hook has ordered, say, ‘a 
No. 5 hook made of No.3 wire, and the other sizes in proportion.’” [The italics are 
mine, 

This far as to the “ Redditch scale” of hook-wires. 

As regards the “Redditch scale” of hook-sizes, here are a few examples 
—which I choose as the first that come to hand —in proof of my statement: 
Take the Kendal, Sneck, and Limerick bends of trout-hooks, manufactured 


-by two well-known Redditch firms, 8. Allcock and Co, and R. R. Harrison, 


Bartleet, and Oo., and it will be found that in all three bends there is a 
difference between their numbers amounting, in some cases, to Sully 
2 sizes, Thus Messrs, Allcock’s No, 12 Kendalis two sizes larger than Messrs, 
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Harrison and Co.’s No. 12 Kenda] ; and Messrs. Alleock’s No. 9 Kendal is two sizes 
larger than Messrs. Harrison and Co.’s No. 9 Kendal ; Messrs. Harrison and Co.’s 
No. 16 Sneck, again, is two sizes smaller than}Messrs, Allcock’s No. 16 Sneck ; whilst 
Messrs, Allcock’s No, 16 Limerick is fully one size larger than Messrs, Harrison and 
Co.’s No. 16 Limerick, . . 

The above I give, as I say, merely as examples, and not as attempting to fix any 
special monopoly of hook-numbering irregularity upon the two firms named, On 
the contrary I have no doubt I could, if it were worth while to take the trouble 
multiply them indefinitely from the hooks of other Redditch firms, and that as 
regards salmon as well as trout-hooks, 

It will thus be seen that Redditch made hooks of the same numbers differ alto- 
gether one from another by, sometimes, as much as 2 sizes ; the wires of which they 
are manufactured differ also as has been seen according to the fancies of customers. 
des then, there is, as a matter of hard demonstrable fact, no real uniformity what- 
ever in the sizes of the Redditch hooks, and considerable (why not say “entire ?"'’) 
confusion in the sizes of wires of which they are manufactured, what, let me ask, in 
the name of common sense, becomes of the much vaunted “ Redditch scale.” about 
which s9 many phials of wrath have been emptied ? 

I ask any hookmaker, or anybody else, who does not indulge in the use of “inad- 
missible” forms of expletive, to give a plain answer to this plain question ; and 
as a celebrated statesman used to say, “I pause for a reply.” To such “ admissible a 
epithets as “ pig-headed” and “ obstinate” I have no objection. . In fact, as it 
has been well said, ‘‘ Obstinacy in a bad cause is firmness in a good !” : 

Tam glad, whilst on this subject, to notice a willingness on the part of several 
well-known hook-making firms at Redditch—I think, speaking from memory 
Messrs. Warner and Messrs. Woodfield—to endeavour to meet. at any rate to some 
extent, the demands of anglers in the matter of hook-numbering. If I am right— 
still speaking from memory—Messrs. Woodfield suggested a dowble set of numbers. 
This is the plan, which, as before observed, I have adopted in lately re-numbering 
my own pattern (the “ Pennell Limerick”) as shown in the annexed engravings, 


These hooks may also probably serve as a basis for the “ standard sizes ” suggested 
by Messrs. Warner. It will be seen that they cover the whole ground, so far as 
this ree nee, youl of eyed-hooks and hooks with tapered shanks. The 
new scale of numbers also corresponds as nearly as may be with the numbering of 
Mr. H. 8. Hall’s eyed-hooks. y ;: ne 
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“PENNELL LIMERICK” TAPERED SHANK-HOOKS. 
Upper figures, “ Redditch” scale; lower figures, “New” scale. 


In these plates, the upper row of figures represents (perhaps as nearly as it can 
be represented), the old, or “ Redditch scale” ; and the lower row of figures the new 
scale. All my patterns of hooks—of which the sole authorised wholesale manufac - 
turers, both for Great Britain and America, are Messrs. Wm. Bartleet and Sons, 
Abbey Mills, Redditch, and 53, Gresham-street, E.C., London—can be now ordered 
from them, through the retail trade, according to either scale, the order merely 
noting which scale is referred to.—I am, &c., H, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, 





THE SALMON-FISHING SEASON. 


Sir,—In his letter under the above heading in the “F. G.” of this week, Mr. 
Joseph John Hills asks why the Tweed should have for a number of years become 
steadily “a later river.” 

The same question has often been asked before, both with regard to the Tweed 
and other rivers. If there is anything in the theory of heredity, we have a rational 
answer in the condition and duration of the netting season. It is probable that the 
progeny of salmon inherit the tendency of the parent fish to run up the rivers at 
particular seasons. With a weekly close time of but one day a week from February 
to September, and no netting after September, it is not surprising that the rivers 
show an increasing tendency to become “ late.” In course of time, if the law is not 
altered, we may expect to destroy spring and summer fishing in our rivers altogether. 


The obvious remedy seems to be to allow a close time of at least four or five days 
a weck—and I wish we may get it! If this were enacted, I think the netting 
season might, without injury to the rivers, be extended to November.—I am, &c., 
Hap. 





[ The remainder of CORRESPONDENCE will be found on another page. | 
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MRP, Ds AOA LEOC EH: 


Mr. P. D. MALLOCH, of Perth, the celebrated angler and fishing- 
tackle maker, is so well known, personally or by reputation, to our 
readers, that we are quite sure they will be glad to have his por- 
trait. The gentleman with him is his brother-in-law, Dr. Donald- 
son, who has gaffed his fish for him for the last seven seasons. 

Mr. Malloch was born at Almond Bank, on the banks of the river Almond, 
July 15, 1852. Here he lived until 1864, when his father removed a inile 
higher up the river to an isolated cottage close to the water. Mr. Malloch took 
to angling at a very early age, and before he was ten years old he had killed 
numbers of salmon, all with tackle of his own making. When little more than 
twelve he began his apprenticeship to the engineering trade; but before doing 
so he made a complete set of planes, which were the wonder of everyone in 
the workshop. Before he had been two years an apprentice he got on so well 
that his master raised his wages to the same as those of the journeymen. At 
this time every spare moment was devoted to fishing and making flies and 
tackle, and scarcely a day passed, from the opening of the fishing season in 
February to its close in October, but he could be seen fishing ; while for weeks 
in the summer he would fish all night for two or three days in the week and 
work all day. On Saturday afternoons in the autumn he never, if he could 
help it, missed a chance of fishing in the Tay, which was only four miles 
distant. His one idea during his 
apprenticeship was, that as soon as 
it was over he would start as a 
fishing - tackle maker in Perth. 
He had a great taste for natural 
history, and his cottage home was 
filled with stuffed birds and insects 
of his own setting up. Many of 
these can be seen in his shop at 
the present time. 

Perth being only four miles dis- 
tant, young Malloch’s fame as an 
angler and fly-dresser was known 
to every angler, and when he 
opened a fishing-tackle shop there 
in 1872 he had to work-day and 
night to supply his customers. 
For the first two years he carried 
on the business quite alone; but 
his business increased so that he 
was obliged to enlarge his pre- 
mises, employ an assistant, and 
then another and another, and at 
the present time he has about a 
score of workmen employed. Al 
though he has got some of the 
best men the trade can produce in 
his employment, he will be found 
almost any day at the fly-dresser’s 
table working as hard as any of 
them. For some years now he has 
had a brother as an assistant, which 
enables him to get away whenever 
he wishes to go fishing. 

The first occasion on which Mr. 
Malloch exhibited was at the Nor- 
wich National Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion in 1881. Here he had a case of 
salmon and trout reels, for which 
he received a silver medal and a 
diploma of honour. At the Edin- 
burgh International Fisheries Ex- 
hibition in 1882 he had a case of 
reels and gaffs, which were awarded 
a silver medal and diploma of 
honour—the highest award. 

In 1883, at the Great Inter- 
national Fisheries Wxhibition in 
Lendon, he was zxlmost over- 
whelmed with medals, receiving a 
gold medal for his general exhibit 
of fishing- tackle, a gold medal for 
salmon flies, a gold medal for 
salmon reels, a silver medal for 
trout reels, a gold medal for trout 
reels, a silver medal for trout rods, 
a bronze medal for salmon rods, 
first money prize for salmon flies, 
first for salmon reels, and first 
for trout reels. While attending 
at the Fisheries Exhibition he took part in one of our Fisuinc Gazerre 
Tournament Casting Competitions at Hendon, carrying off the first prize for 
accuracy, and the first for the double-handed trout rod. Again he competed at the 
Tournament, Hendon, in 1884, when he carried off almost every prize he entered 
for. He took the silver cup for overhand casting with a cast of 39yd. 2ft.3in., with 
a rod not exceeding 16ft.; the second salmon-rod prize with a cast of 43yd. 2ft., 
din.; the first prize for the switch cast, 37yd. 1ft. Yin. ; the first prize for trout-fly 
rod not to exceed 12ft. In this competition Mr. Malloch made a cast of 30yd. 
2ft., beating the longest on record, English or American, by one foot. He also 
took the first silver cup for double-handed trout-rod with ‘a cast of 39yd. 1ft., 
and the first prize for a cast of 28yd. 2ft. with a trout-rod under 10ft. 

Since 1879 he has taken twenty-six first prizes in the Perth Club. Of these 
twenty were Loch Leven competitions. The total weight of trout he killed at 
these competitions amounted to 178lb. 80z. The heaviest single basket weighed 
191b, 120z. The prizes for these competitions consisted of cupsand silver plate. 
The other six competitions were on streams; the six baskets weighed 149]b. 
15302. ; the heaviest single basket killed weighed 41]lb. 140z. He only com- 
peted eight times on the stream. In one of these competitions he came in 
aes These records have been taken from the books of the secretary of the 
club. 

He has also competed in the Kinross-shire Club Competitions on Loch Leven. 
This club is composed mostly of members from other clubs from Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Dundee, Perth, &c. In three years he has taken six first prizes, 
besides two first prizes for heaviest trout, and the Brine silver medal as a 


Dr. Donaldson, 
GR eh. 1B), 








MALLOCH, or PERTH, 


With his “gaffer,” Dr. Donaldson, and the result of his worst day’s autumn fishing 
in 1883—yiz., one salmon 121b., one 201b., and one 451b. 





special prize for the highest aggregate of the season. The united baskets 
weighed 561b. loz. ; the heaviest trout, 3lb. 6oz. 

In 1881 he carried off all the principal prizes from Loch Leven, gaining the 
National Competition of £15, the patrons’ prize given by Sir Graham Mont- 
gomery, and the Championship of Loch Leven, with four guineas. 

Again, in 1882, he took the National Competition prize, and also the patron’s 
prize. In 1884 he also carried off the patrons’ prize, and last year he took the 
championship with a splendid basket of 24lb. These seven baskets weighed 
1021b. 1oz., and it will be seen they averaged over 14lb.—by far the largest 
average ever taken by any angler at these competitions, 


In a letter we received from Mr, Malloch, in response to a request for his 
photo., he says: “ The friend taken with me is my brother-in-law, Dr. Donald- 
son, who has for several years gaffed my fish for me. He is now at Fairfield, 
Manchester. He was always quite as pleased to gaff my fish as I was to hook 
them. Sometimes, when the fish was a large one, he got very nervous, and on 
more than one occasion he has gaffed the line instead of the fish! On one occa- 
sion I was fishing the Stanley water on the Tay ; I hooked a large and powerful 
salmon, and when the fish came to the side the Doctor gaffed it ; but instead of 
his pulling the fish out of the water, the fish pulled him into it for several 
yards, and for some seconds both fish and man were entirely under water. I 
threw my rod down and went in to assist him. By this time he had the fish in 
his arms, and was pressing it on to the bottom. I got in beside him, and we 
got the fish on to the shore. It 
weighed 35lb. The Doctor was 
covered from head to foot with 
scales and blood. After this I 
killed other seven fish, four of 
them, besides the one of 35lb., 
weighed over 27lb. each. I could 
have killed several more, had [had 
my gillie to assist me to carry 
them.: The best season I ever had 
was last year, when I killed, in 
seven days, fifty-six salmon; the 
best day was ten fish. On other 
two occasions I killed ten in one 
day on the Tay. The best day I 
ever had was on the Earn, when I 
killed twelve fish, weighing 198lb. 
This season has been the worst I 
have had for the last ten years : in 
fifteen days I only killed forty- 
five salmon. All my fishing has 
been from the bank and wading. 
The largest salmon I ever killed is 
the one in the photo. It weighed 
45lb. This I killed on the Stob- 
hall water ; you saw the cast of it 
when fishing here a year or two 
ago. 

“On another occasion I killed 
one on the Benchill water, 43lb. 
The largest grilse I have ever 
killed weighed 14lb.; the smallest, 
2lb. This latter I killed while 
fishing with Major Traherne on 
the Stanley water. The largest 
trout I have killed was on the 
river Tromie; it weighed 9b. 
The best sea-trout and whitling 
day’s fishing I have had was on 
the Dupplin water on the Earn, 
when I killed eighty. All these 
I got on the streams you fished 
when I went out with you. Ihave 
fished most of the principal rivers 
in Scotland, a few in England, and 
the Conway and its tributaries in 
North Wales ; but there are none 
of them I like so well as the Tay. 
The Tay being so heavy, the fish 
large, show great sport.” 

It is impossible to be in Mr. 
Malloch’s company long without 
liking and respecting him ; indeed, 
we should imagine that few anglers 
have a wider circle of friends. He 
is a thorough sportsman, both with 
rod and gun; with the former he 
certainly has few equals, while he 
is ever ready to impart his know- 
ledgeandexperiences. Weheartily 
wish him continued success in his business, and many more big days on those 
splendid lochs and rivers he loves so dearly. 





Mrs: DS Malloeh: 





A CAUTION TO LONDON ANGLERS. 
ON the 16th instant a summons for assault against a police-constable was heard at 
Godmanchester, the result of which should indeed be “a caution to anglers.” “It 
appeared that on the 8th instant four gentlemen from London were fishing near the 
Racecourse, when a man came up and demanded from them 10s, each for fishing in 
what he alleged to be private waters. They declined to do this, and the man went 
away and afterwards returned with a constable in private clothes, who repeated the 
demand, and on meeting with a refusal he seized a bait-can belonging to one of 
the anglers. The owner of the can also seized it,and a struggle for its possession 
ensued, in the course of which some water was spilled or thrown upon the constable, 
who thereupon seized a bundle of rods lying near and struck the owner of the can 
on the head, inflicting a scalp wound, which bled freely, and had to be dressed by a 
surgeon, This was corroborated by two gentlemev, who saw the affair. For the 
defence two men were called, who swore that the owner of the can was the attack- 
ing party, and that he beat the policeman severely with a second bundle of rods. 
In the result, the magistrates decided that in the conflict of evidence they thought 
it not safe to convict, and therefore dismissed the summons ; but they added that 
they hoped the case would be a warning to the police-constable to refrain in future 
from personal violence, and expressed their regret that the complainant had been 


injured. The moral of this affair is obvious—Steer clear of Huntingdon, and, above 
all, of Huntingdon witnesses. ‘Beware of applications for subscriptions in these 
waters,” 
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HENLEY-ON-THAMES AS AN ANGLING RESORT. 


LYING midway between the Hambledon pools, famous for their 
trout, and the lovely islands of Bolney, round which fishing of 
every kind may be had, Henley-on-Thames is by no means a bad 
station for the angler. But for certain hideous modern stucco struc- 
tures which have of late years been erected along a part of the river 
front, the town would be remarkably picturesque ; but as it is, with 
its fine old church-tower and red-brick roofs half-hidden among 
trees, it certainly forms one of the most pleasing old towns on the 
river. 

Immediately below and above the bridge, which figures in one of the charm- 
ing sketches published in this number, is a hole some twenty feet deep, 
which holds a goodly number of barbel, many chub, and several good trout. 
We need hardly tell a Thames angler that this place can only be fished at early 
morn, before it has been disturbed by steam-launches, &c. Down the Regatta 
Reach, which stretches away for over a mile below the bridge, fish of all kinds 
are to be met with. Roach may be taken in any suitable swim; but they are, 
perhaps, most plentiful on the left side of Regatta Island, and between there 
and Hambledon lock. The bank angler will not find many suitable pitches in 
this reach, except in winter, when the fish come more inshore. On the Fawley 
Court side are a few fair swims ; but these cannot be fished without the per- 
mission of Mr. Mackenzie. 

For jack the best parts are a weedy shallow opposite Phyllis Court, a weed- 
bed which stretches out into the river from the head of Regatta Island, the 
tail of the island after a flood, and a deep hole which commences opposite the 
centre of Mr. W. H. Smith’s house, Greentands. 

Coming, now, to perch, there are a collection of boughs about half-way down 



















































































‘ REACH BELOW MARSH LOCK. 


the reach on the left-hand side of the river where some good fish are 
taken in the autumn ; but after a flood, the shallows close to the left shore of 
the river almost immediately below Regatta Island often afford capital sport. 
A good number of perch are frequently taken from the tow-path by Remen- 
ham Farm, and also opposite Greenlands. There are few better places on the 
Thames for large chub than Regatta Reach ; but the swims are all on the left 
side under the boughs, and are difficult to fish with Nottingham tackle, the 
stream there being very slow—occasionally almost imperceptible. To get 
the float over the fish will sometimes take four or five minutes; but the 
reward is often a large chub. The best swims for gudgeon are opposite, and a 
little above, Phyllis Court, on the tow-path side. Below the lock we come to 
water which we have not space in this article to describe. 

Above Henley Bridge, throughout the greater part of the river between there 
and Marsh Lock (a distance of a little over a mile), are two long, narrow islands 
which divide the stream into two parts. The tail of the lower of these eyots 
is shown in our engraving. On the side which is shown, is a capital chub, and 
a still better roach, swim, especially when the water is low and a good stream 
difficult to find. From this point up the river for several hundred yards are 
many excellent gudgeon swims right in the way of the barges, for which a sharp 
look-out has to be kept by the angler. All round the islands is fair fly-fishing 
for chub. Above them the river becomes somewhat shallow, and from the 
head of the second island up to the lock are a good many trout, which differ 
but little from other nineteenth century trout in that they are very difficult to 
catch. 

From the towing-path above the islands to the lock, and on to Bolney, are 
many favourite swims for bank anglers ; but we can hardly commend them as 
being particularly good. The Henley district does not, indeed, adapt itself 
very well to the wants of bank anglers, nearly all the swims which are worth 
fishing bordering private property. Marsh Lock is a great place for barbel, 
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and many notable takes of these fish, and also a large-number of trout, have 
been had out of the New Mills pool; but since a certain stockbroker some 
years ago lavishly baited the place with worms and caught the trout like 
gudgeons, they have not been so plentiful. New Mills belong to a miller 
named Wells, and he claims tho right of fishing below his mills. On the oppo- 
site side of the river is a mill owned by one Vidler, and he likewise lays claim 
to the fishing in the pool below his mill; but as, for some reason or other, the 


pool does not, as a rule, hold any fish of note, the joss to the public is not as 


great as it might at first sight appear. ; 

In former times anglers and others used to pass across the weir, and on to 
the Wargrave-road, through the yard of this mill; but the way has now been 
blocked—rightly or wrongly it is not for us to say. On Well’s side there is 
also a disputed ‘right of way. But to turn to more pleasant subjects. Imme- 
diately above the lock is a little wooden horsebridge, and from here for two 
hundred yards up stream is a favourite place for jack when the water is low, 
the centre of the river being usually fished with livebaits. In this reach are 
some very fair roach swims. . 

Coming to Bolney, we are among a collection of islands and reed-beds, where 
fish of all sorts abound. Need we tell our readers that the jack will be 
found more particularly near the reed-beds, the chub under the boughs ; the 
perch wherever you can find a clear place among the weeds in the summer, and 
in the eddies in winter ? 

Before reaching Bolney, however, we should pause a moment to notice a 
huge eddy on the left-hand side below the ferry, which lies at the mouth of 
the Wargrave stream. This hole is noted for perch in winter after a flood. It 
also contains a few jack, and now and again yields some tench.- The Wargrave 
stream is almost a terra incogniia to most Thamesites. It is a long, narrow 
branch of the Thames which leaves the main stream just below Wargrave, and 
after a sinuous course of nearly two miles, flows into the large eddy we have 
just mentioned. It is not very fishable in sammer on account of the weeds ; 
but a good many fish find their way up it in winter, when the last hundred yards 
of it often affords excellent perch-fishing. Good chub are always to be found 
there, but are difficult to get at. Around Bolney Islands is certainly the best 
jack-fishing near Henley ; but it is still better a few miles higher up the river. 
The fish are now numerous, but they mostly run small—an augury of excellent 
sport in coming seasons. There is rarely a winter, however, during which a 
brace or so of really good fish from 151b. to 20]b. are not yielded from the back- 
waters of Bolney. 

Leaving this beautiful spot, we pass an island, at the head of which is a good 
chub swim. For some distance abeve and below this point, on the towing-path 
side of the river, are many really excellent gudgeon swims, which are among the 
best near Henley, and from the tow-path bank-anglers frequently have very 
fair takes of roach. We now come to Shiplake Station, which hes back about 
a hundred yards from the river. If a ferry could be established here and a free 
way made down to the river, the convenience would be very great; but the 
owner of the land can hardly be termed a man of generous disposition, for he 
strongly objects to persons walking down the grass road® which runs from the 
station to the river. Above the station the tow-path changes sides, and from 
this point for about a quarter of a mile or less, is a rather sharp-running strctch 
of water containing a good many jack and perch, which are to be found, as 
usual, in the streams in summer, and in the quieter water in winter. Nearing 
the picturesque village of Wargrave, this account of the fishing to be obtained 
in the Henley district comes necessarily to an end. 


“MR. LOOKER-ON A-CHRISTMASING.” 


“PRISONER at the bar, you are charged with a wicked and 
malicious libel upon the whole race of anglers; you are reported to 
have printed and circulated an infamous perversion of a saying, 
which, like many other things that are said in haste, would not bear 
investigation, made by a very ancient writer, and for whose opinion 
the Court is wishful to show every respect, to the effect that ‘all 
men are liars.’ If you had been content to stop there—well ; but 
out of the wickedness of your heart you have rendered it ‘all men are 
liars and some fishermen.’. You are a mean man—mean enough, one 
would think, to goto bed and warm your cold feet on your poor sleepy 
wife. What have you to say for yourself?” ‘Nothing, so please 
you, my lord.” “ Mr. Clerk, are there any witnesses?” ‘There are, my lord ; 
there is Mr. Looker-On.” ‘‘Let him be called.” “ Take-the-book-in-your- 
right-hand-the-evidence-you-shall-give-between-our——-” “Stop,” said the 
judge, “ Is the witness an angler?” ‘He is, my lord.” “ Then it is quite un- 
necessary to swear him : let him tell the story in his own way.” 

“I, the Looker-On, being at this time in sound health of mind and body, and in 
full knowledge of the fact that it is Christmas, said fact being further impressed 
upon me by the circumstance that juvenile waits are at this moment discoursing 
‘ Wild Shepherds’ on the doorsteps, and simultaneously howling for backsheesh 
through the keyhole, do hereby make oath and say that I have in my time 
caught some queer fish. And I do further asseverate that I believe I have 
helped to catch the largest fish ever taken with a line in an inland British 
river. And I do hereby solemnly and seriously declare, on my honour as an 
angler, that what follows is absolutely true, and capable of proof. In 
the spring of 1875 I was taking an early walk along an avenue <of limes 
which skirt the river Ribble where it runs through one of the public parks of 
Preston. The river there is tidal ; but it was then dead low-water, being about 
70 yards across. The only other early bird visible was a man on the opposite 
bank of the river, to whom I had given no attention. Snddenly he uttered a 
yell, and as I turned to look he raised a gun and fired point-blank at me. My 
first impulse was to fall down dead, and lay myself out; but before this could 
be done he let fly again, and the engagement became serious. Seeing that I was 
out of range I was on the point of concluding he was a dangerous lunatic and 
resuming my walk, when he directed my attention to a tremendous commotion 
in the middle of the river, and it was at this he had been firing. The river's 
bed at that point is uneven, the greatest depth being about 4ft. As I watched I 
saw the back of a huge fish appear, and then disappear, as it swam alternately 
into shallow and deeper water : every time there was a fair show the man with 
the gun let fly both barrels. The sound of the firing in this naval and novel 
engagement very soon attracted some more spectators, and among them was a 
sweep, who, after surveying the situation, uttered some cursory remarks 
and ran off, as I thought for a policeman. Very shortly he returned 
with a potato-fork, and having requested the blood-thirsty individual 
with the gun to drop it, Mr. Sweep waded middle-deep into the river, 
armed with the fork, and waited until the fish came near enough 
to be jabbed at. By-and-by his chance came, and he made a tremendous lunge 
at the back of the fish as it came near him ; the fork held, but the sweep did 
not, and the monster swept his tail round with such force that his would-be 











captor went clean off his legs and got a ducking, to the satisfaction of everybody 
—as usual. But with a potato-fork sticking out of his back, and in shallow 
water, too, the whereabouts of the fish could always be seen. The man with the 
gun kept up desultory practice, and the fish was palpably getting fagged out. 
in this way a couple of hours passed. Then—I declare it, on my honour—the 
sweep, becoming impervious to consequences, deliberately seized the fork, held 
on, and positively got astride the fish, until, with a mighty rush, it shook him 
off in mid-river, and he dragged himself out, amid the laughter of the onlookers. 
At this poiat it became clear that the fish was done up, and the only thing to 
be considered was how to get him on to dry land. This difficulty was solved by 
an old man who appeared with a rope, and the sweep having at last once more 
laid hold of tLe potato-fork and succeeded in bringing the thing to an anchor, 
the old man waded into the river, tied a cart-rope round the body of the fish, 
and then, after a game of pullee-haulee, we dragged out a sturgeon 11ft. Gin. 
long. What he weighed I forget, as I wish only to state facts. He had come 
up with the previous tide and been stranded in the shallow water. I never saw 
the end of the business, but I believe a terrific shine ensued as soon as the fish 
was safely on the grass as to whom he belonged, the proprietor of the gun, the 
owner of the potato-fork, and the provider of the rope each swearing the fish 
was his property and his only, and nobody on earth else should touch him.” 

The Judge: “ Well, Mr. Looker-On, Iam bound to say that story sounds a 
trifle fishy” (great laughter, in which his lordship joined) ; “but, as my learned 
brother Cadmin_ puts it, the ‘veracity of an angler’ is beyond all question ; 
therefore proceed.” 

“Not very long ago I, the Looker-On, again say I was fishing in acertain York- 
shire stream when a disagreeable-looking person, with a multiplicity of red chins, 
stood to watch me on the bank. I took a dislike to the man the moment I saw 
him ; one does that kind of thing, you know, and one can’t tell why. We all 
have our likes and dislikes, particularly the ladies—bless ’em. This individual 
was decidedly inclined to what I once heard a landlord describe as ‘om bom pom,’ 
by which he meant embonpoiat—in plain words, he was very fat, and had a mouth 
big enough for a duet. He stood in such a position of dangerous proximity to 
my tail fly as it swept round at each cast that I expected hearing him every 
moment yell out he was hooked in the ear, or the eye, or the nose, or in his 
cavernous gulf of a mouth, Perhaps I tried to catch him; if so, my desire was 
amply rewarded, for, as my flies swept round within an iach of his nose, there 
was a touch, and in an instant I had a terrific ran. It was the gentleman’s 
retriever dog ; he was well hooked in the ear, and in less time than you can say 
Jack Robinson he was off like a red-shank and had fifty yards 
of line out. Of course, he broke me, and I made an infuriated 
oration to his owner, who merely opened his mouth and laughed. I saw 
nothing in it, though there was room for a circus. Not that all dogs are 
such fools. My own ubiquitous brute—and I here beg leave to remark that 
his caudal appendage is not knobby, nor is it disproportionate to his superficial 
area —was that same day running quietly along the bank when an angler’s line 
swept round and hooked him in the leg. Did he bolt? Not he. He quietly 
dropped down where he was, with an expression on his face, as he looked trust- 
ingly towards me, which said—with his eyes, for dogs can speak, and don’t you 
doubt it—‘ Master, Iam sorry to have spoiled the gentleman’s cast. Perhaps 
one of you will be good enough to get me out of this hobble?’ There are as 
many flies and hooks in that dog as would suffice to set up another Farlow. He 
is better than any book, for the wind will never blow ’em away unless it blows 
his skin off. ‘ At the end of every season he is as full of tackle as a gas-meter is 
full of lies.” 

The Judge: “ Mr. Looker-On, we must see that dog. Is he capable of giving 
evidence ?” 

‘Rather, my lord; not documentary, but he can make his mark. For further 
particulars refer to our esteemed brother Cadman any time after the Kilnsey 
gathering next Easter,” 

The Judge : “Any more stories to relate of queer fish caught ?” 

“TI, the Looker-On, once more solemnly dec’are that I have caught a 
solitary crayfish, though the crayfish usually gocth forth to catch. He is 
described in learned books as ‘ Astacus fluviatilis, a crustacean of the order 
Decapoda, sub-order Macroura (i.e., long-tailed, characterised by the elonga- 
tion of the abdomen and its termination in a sort of fin composed 
of five pieces and expanded laterally), very like the lobster, only different,’ 
or something to that effect; Czsar and Pompey very much alike, espe- 
cially Pompey. The crayfish is a comical article. His ways are peculiar; 
he bores a hole in a clayey bank, or fin’s a snug retreat under an old 
tree, and absquatulates therein all the live-long day, coming forth about the 
lamplighter’s time to make a night of it. He will eat anything, from unicorn to 
asphalte. His regulation diet ought to be molluscs, the larvee of beetles and 
flies, aquatic of course, as he never performs out of the water any more than 
whats-his-name’s thingumbobs ever perform out of London. He is particularly 
partial to a piece of beef, gone wrong, or at least in that condition called by 
epicures or gourmans ‘high’—the higher it is the better he likes it; a paté de 


foie gras,a compound described by Mr. Toole in one of his farces as ‘gooses’ 


livers gone green,’ would suit Mr. Crayfish toa T. In fact, any animal garbage 
—I beg pardon of the educated palates that can revel in the aforesaid patés—is 
almost sure to fetch the crayfish. The commonest way of catching him in those 
rivers in the North in which he is to be found is by inclosing a piece of old 
meat—if it has been rejected by all the dogs in the parish so much the better— 
in a bundle of twigs, which are sunk in the river overnight, and pulled quickly 
ashore in the morning, before the fish has closed his nightly revels and gone 
home with the milk. For garnishing, he is a decided success, owing to the 
rich scarlet colour he thinks proper to assume after he has been boiled. 
For my part, he is too much like a gigantic flea in a drummer- 
boy’s coat to be inviting. But I have caught him, and had my fingers nipped 
by him, and still T cannot eat him. I will, however, tell you a story which is 
brought to mind, about a traveller who was yarning away at an inn one night 
about the prodigious things they had in America. ‘Why,’ said he, ‘at one 
place I stopped at in South America, the Norfolk Howards in the beds weighed 
seven to the pound.’ By-and-by, a sharp housemaid who heard this slipped 
upstairs to the tale-teller’s bedroom, and was observed to come down with a very 
sly smile on her face. Presently the tale-teller went off to bed, and after he had 
been upstairs about ten minutes, such a terrific hullaballoo was heard above that 
the whole household rushed up to see what on earth was the matter. They 
found him on the floor of his bedroom, frantic with excitement. ‘Look in the 
bed!’ he yelled ; ‘look in the bed!’ They did so, and found seventeen live 
crayfish crawling about on the sheets. ‘Look at them things, do,’ said the 
travelled one. ‘Well,’ said the quiet housemaid aforenamed, ‘ Well, I never 
seen anything like that in this ’ouse afore : I know’d we ’ad bugs, but I’ve never 
seen a jlea in the ’ouse afore!’ Tableau.” 

The Judge : “Well, Mr. Looker-On, itis an old story, and you ought to be 
ashamed of yourself for telling us so much nonsense; but as it is Christmas 
you are forgiven, and everybody is discharged. By the way, what is a bloa ?” 

“Oh! d——!—no, I don’t mean that—but blow the bloa ! ” 
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W. - WOODFIELD Re “SONS, 
EASEMORE WORKS & VICTORIA MILLS, REDDITGU 


LONDON OFFICE—35, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


Manufacturers of Superior Fish Hooks, Fishing Rods, and Fishing Tackle, Patent Wabdigeaes Taper- 
Silk Lines, Metal and Flexible Baits, Reels, &c. 
Salmon and Trout Flies of Superior Quality, to Standard Names or Dressed to Patterns, 
Importers of Salmon and Trout Silkworm Gut, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF THE SNECKY LIMERICK (TWIST 
POINT) EYED FLY HOOKS AS RECOMMENDED BY MR. HALL. 


As these are the only Hooks recognised by Mr. Hall, the trade is cautioned against Imitations, and 
all Hooks bearing the label “ Hall’s Hyed- Hooks ” without our name on are not genuine. 


Also EASEMORE EYED-HOOKS (Straight Points) in Salmon or Trout Sizes. 


PURIFICATION OF SEWAGE AND PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 
The NATIV’ GUANO COMPANY 


Undertake the Treatment of Sewage and GUARANTEE Efficiency. For particulars, pamphlets, éc, 
apply to the Secretary, 


NATIVE GUANO COMPANY, Limited, 


£9, New Bridge-st., Blackfriars, London, E.C. 


“There is no doubt Mr. S.’s goods are giving gencral catisfaction, for we have met many anglers 
who tell u3 so.”"—FISHING GAZKITE, July 24, 1286, 


UPRIGHT SPLIT-WING TROUT & GRAYLING FLIES 


On Eyed-Hooks, 1s. 9d. doz. On Finest Drawn Gut, Is. 6d. doz. Postage extra, 
“An excellent selection. . . . . Mr. Shrubsole’s flics on gui are beiuties,”’—FISUING GAZETTE, 
April 10, 1886, ‘ as 
THE “MARSTON” TAPER TROUT CASTS. 
- 8d. each; 7s. 6d. per doz. Postage extra. 
“ The ‘Marston’ gut colla’s are excellent.”—-IISHING GAZETTE, September 12, 1885, 


THE PIKE-FISHING SHASON. 


A SPECIALITY.—Mr. § is offering a Four or Five-joint Greenheart Pike Rod, best finish, upright 
rings, partition bag, carriage paid to any part of United Kingdom, 10s, 61. 


CRYSTAL, ROUND, OR SNECK-BEND ROACH HOOKS. 


Mr. S. has decided to supply these far-famed Hooks at ls. Dozen, pcstage free. They are on long 
strands cf the finest drawn gut, and every hook tested. 
“We have used these books in taking bream up to 6lb., and heavy tench and eels, and never used 
better.”— FISHING GAZETTE, July 24. 836. 
EDGAR S&S. SHRUBSOLE, 15, MILL STREET, MAIDSTONE. 


HARDY’S CELEBRATED GOLD MEDAL 
BULL T CAN E 
RODS. 


Way, ZY From 8 Guineas each. 
ALL METAL-LINED NEW UNBREAK- 


onli aebantee ABLE SPLINT-END FERRULES. 


Awarded 25 PRIZE MEDALS, and Special Prizes, since 
1881. QUR GREAT SUCCESS with these calebrated rods 
has started a host of imitators. BEWARE CF IMITA- 
TIONS, claiming to be the same thing, or as good as “ Hardy’s,” 
advertised by pretended manufacturers, but who are in truth only 
buyers and sellers of anything they can make into money. 


SIGNIFICANT FACT. We were awarded THE 
ONLY GOLD MEDAL. for Trout Rods, and £10 Prize for 
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After cementing. 


‘Best Collection of Trout Rods, at the Great International Fisheries 


Exhibition, London, 1883. 
Either single built, double built, or steel centre. The lightest, 
most powerful, and durable rods made. WE GUARANTEE 


that they will stand uninjured the most severe angling test that can 


be applied. Only Makers of the Special “ Alnwick” Greenheart 


Salmon and Trout Rods, which may be had with our Patent Lock- 
Fast Joints and Improved Serrated Ferrules. The “ Hotspur” and 
the “Guinea” Trout Fly Rods, all Hand-made from the finest 
seasoned materials only. Salmon and Trout Flies from Stock or 
made to Order jor all parts of the World. Gut Lines, Reels, Reel 
Lines, Fishing Baskets, Brogues, Waders, &c., all in our own Special 
Patterns, which cannot be supplied by any other house. : 
Send for Illustrated Catalogue for 1856, Post Free, 3 stamps. 


HardyBros.*<s3:<**Alnwick,Nortiumber lan 
COBWEB DRAWN GUT | FLOATING FLIES 


WITH UNBROKEN SKIN. 

“Examined by the microscope the gut is much 
rounder and moreperfect in structure than any I 
have seen, also smaller in diameter; some of the 
lengths are 8-1,000ths of aninch only. Its trans- 
parency is also very great, and there are seen no 
fibres along the length, which is so common with 
the ordinary drawn gut. Please send two more 
hanks.”—J. HAWKSLEY, Esq. London. 

P.0.0. to be payable to Salisbury. 








FLIES ON GUT (Mr. Tod’s Principle). 


‘*Tam very much pleased with the flies ; they are just what 1 wanted,”—From FRANCIS FRANCIS, Esq. 

“Mr. Holland, under Mr. H. §. Hall’s instruction, has carried this department of fly-tying to 
special excellence. Aaet, CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL, Hsq., in the Badminton Library, 

«J never saw anything more life-like or perfect. »_ FRANCIS M, WALBR AN, Esq. 


G. HOLLAND, 96, Crane - street, Salisbury, Wilts. 


W. BARTLEET & SONS 


(ESTABLISHED 1750), 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


,. TESTED FISH HOOKS. 
THE ~ ARGHER” BRAIDED SILK WATERPROOF LINES. 
FiSHING RODS AND TACKLE, &, &c. 
IMPORTERS OF SILKWORM GUT. 


ELEVEN GOLD AND PRIZE MEDALS AWARDED. 
MANUFACTORY: ABBEY MILLS, REDDITCH (Wholesale Only). 


SOLE AGENTS FOR FREDK. MALLESON’S 
American Hexagonal Built Cane Salmon & Trout Rods 


WITH THE NEW REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULES. 








IN SECTIONS OF 
EQUILATERAL TRIANGLES. 
THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE POWERFUL ACTION, AND 

: COMBINATION. UNEQUALLED FOR DURABILITY. 
spl whey attention is given to the Manufacture of these Rods, selected Canes 
only being worked up, and first- en skilled workmen employed. A waterproof 
cement is used, and once dried the pieces cannot be separated, Specially-prepared 

! varnish is also used, which renders ths rods absolutely waterproof. 
| A very considerable improvement in the jointing of these Rods has been effected 
by means of a NEW AND REGISTERED SERRATED FERRULE draw- 


ings of which are herewith given :— 


SECTIONS UNITED. 
PERFECT BALANCE, 



























































































































































Fig. A shows the Serrated ferrule as ‘deed. before the silk bindings are put on 
Fig. B shows the same ferrule with the silk wound on, thereby preventing the 
metal from cutting through the cane. 

With these unprecedented advantages the “MALLESON” are the very Best 
and Cheapest American Cane-Built Rods in the Market. eb can be obtained 
from any Fishing Tackle Dealer in the United Kingdom, 





Lonpon House (Wholesale Only) : 


H. WALKER, 53, GRESHAM STREET, EC. 








“The very best artificial bait ever yet invented.”—FRANOIS FRANCIS, in “By Lake and River,” 


BROWN'S IMPROVED PHANTOM, —. 


Leaded or Unleaded, 


DOES NOT DOUBLE UP WHILE CASTING. 

OTIC H.—BROWN’S PHANTOM MINNOWS.—Having heard of some excellent 

sport Jately obtained in still running salmon pools and other waters, with one of 

these artificial minnows, I sent to Aberdeen for one, and have now received the following 

report of it :—“ I obtained permission, but the keeper accompanied me; and after getting 

three splendid autumn salmon, each one over 2015., the ba:t was § barred,’ for fear of my 

emptying the pool. I think the hooks should be a trifle stoute r.’ The minnow in question 

somewhat represents a small silmon pink, and is four inches in length, tail hooks in- 

cluded.—G. M. K.— Zand and Water, August 21st, 1886. 
Sold by the principal @ ealers in London and the Provinces. In ordering, please to specify the 
IMPROVsD Phantom, and whether Leaded or Unleaded, to distinguish from ordinary make. 
None genuine unless sti amped “W. B.” on the spinner. Trout Sizes, 2s. 6d. each, 


WM. BROWN, 36, George Street, ABERDEEN, 








“ALL WHO REQUIRE 
GOOD PRINTING, 
STATIONERY, 


NOTE HEADINGS, ORDER FORMS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, INVOICES, 
PRINTED CARDS, CLUB RULES, CLUB NOTICHS, &c., &.,, 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SHOULD APPLY TO 


MERRITT & HATCHER, 


. PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS, & STATIONERS, 
2, Grocers’ Hall Court, Poultry, London, EC. 
MORELLA CHERRY BRANDY. 
Queen’s Quality, for Household Use and for the Weak and Aged. 


Sportsman’s Quality, for Outdoor Use and for Travellers. 
Beware of Spurious Imitations. 


GRANTS ORANGE COGNAC, 





TORIC 


A fascinating Liqueur of high quality, made with choice Brandy. A 
[| QUEU R 8 s fine Appetiser, Bleasant with Aératea Waters. 
GRANT'S GINGER COGNAC, 
Silver Medal, 
HEALTH EXHIBITION, 


A Stomachic of extra superior quality, made of the finest old Cognac, 
Sold by all Wine Merchants, Hotels, &e. 


Manufacturers—T. GRANT & SONS, Maidstone. 


FLOATING FLIES AND HOW 


TO DRESS THEM. 
By F. M, HALFORD, Esa. 


“Detached Badger” of the FIELD, 
Guaranteed correct Patteftns of the above can 
only be had from G@, HOLLAND, the only person 
in the King lom who ties RHAL Floaters on either 
gut or eyed hook, 





ON EYED - HOOKS, 
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ARE SUPPLIED ON THIS CONDITION OF PURCHASE— 


Cash Refunded or Duplicate Line Supplied if Line be notdeemed 


satisfactory after Twelve Months’ wear. oa 


Without above Mars THEY ARE USED AND RECOMMENDED BY THE HIGHEST LIVING AUTHORITIES. OF 
ae ry Saat ALS SAMPLES AND PAMPHLET FREE BY PO3T. EXHIBITING. 
Wm. SENIOR, Angling Editor of the FIELD :— 

“ My experience of the Lines with fine gimp centre is confined to the ‘Acme’ of Messrs. D, and W. H. Foster. of Ashbourne On receiving sample lengths, I put the 
ends under astrons moeznifying-glass, and they looked so much like business that I ordered a line that would do for light salmon spinning (No. 1). and another for trout 
fly-fishing (No. 0}; This was two seasons ago. J have used both lines hard ever since, and they appear to be quit: good fer the chances of 1886. They are, in short, the 
best lines 1 ever had.” 








R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE :— 
“ [ have used the IueroveD ‘ACME’ Taine lastseason and this. The dressing wears perfectly smooth, and the metal never obtrudes, YOU HAVd GOT HOLD OF AN Al 
LINE AND AN Al DR&SSING FOR IT.”—May, 1885. “ The ‘Acme’ is a thoroughly reliable line for heavy jack.” —Sept. 29, 1836. 
Mr, Chitmondeley-2enneli’s New Patent *'Whip'ash” Taper are now Soely Manufactured by us with and without 


Metal Centre. Pree 23d. and 8d. per yard. 


THE “INDESTRUCTIBLE” § and 16-PLAIT GOSSAMER SILK LINES are the best Lines at the prica inthe market. Price 1s. 3d. and 1s, 6d. per score yards, 
SAMPLES OF ALL THE ABOVE FREE PER POST TO ANY ADDRESS. 


D. & W. H. FOSTER, MANUFACTURERS, ASHBOURNE, ENGLAND. 


THE TRADE SUPPLIED. CATALOGUES POST FREE, 2 STAMPS. 








REDPATH & CO. ( 
Established Upwards of Heif-2-Centuzy. The Ludicrous Experiences of an Old Sportsman 


—$—$—$——— a ae Ue nO cm 
The Far-Famed Kelso Fishing Rods & Tackle, POST FREE FOR S!X STAMPS. 
WHOLESALE FISHING ROD & TACKLE MANUFACTURERS, 
FOR THE CONTINENTAL, HOME & COLONIAL MARKETS, 
after Trout, Grayling, Bass, Pickerel, 
Kels, and Suckers. 


MANUFACTURED BY 
Tweedside Works, KELSO-ON-TW HED. 
By A. G. BARTLETT. 





Specialities. Best Goods. 


SADLiON, GRILSE, AND TROUT RODS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REELS 
AND GAFFS. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT REEL 
AND GAST LINES. 

SALMON, GRILSE, AND TROUT FLIES 
AND BAITS. 








A em 


J. BERNARD AND SON, 
5, CHURCH PLACE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W,, 


MANUFACTURERS OF RODS, FLIES, AND TACKLE. 
BUILT CANE SALMON AND TROUT RODS, with Corked Handles and 


Patent Spring Hitchers, made on the premises and Guaranteed Perfect. 
SALMON GUT CASTS, thoroughly Tested, and Warranted to Lift Seven Pound 


dead weight, 
SALMON AND TROUT FLIES ON EYED HOOKS. 
GENTLEMEN INSTRUCTED IN FLY DRESSING. 
MACNEE’S PIKE SCALE FLIES. 















4 


fis = 


CALEDONIAN HOTEL, a se 
Adelphi Terrace, Strand, W.C. POST FREE FOR SiX STAMPS OF THE 
ospenty aaceante man for the accommonation of its Member who can be donrdehorsevelwes | MANAGER OF THE “FISHING GAZE'TE,” 


refreshments of all descriptions, either in the hotel or in the club rooms, according to the club tariff. 

This Hotel, from its .=.ired position overlooking the Thames Embankment, insures PERFECT 
QUIET, ALTHOUGH IN THE CKNTRE OF LONDON, CLOSE TO CHARING CROSS, and being 12, and 13, Fetter Lane, London. 
within afew minutes’ walk of the Houses of Parliament, the new Law Courts, and all the principal 
theatres, is largely patrouised by MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT and the LEARNED PROFESSIONS, 
OFFICERS OF BOTH SERVICES, and by COLONIAL FAMILIES, 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT.—Breakfast,from 8 to 11 0’clock. Table d’Hote 
dinner at 6 o’clock, 23, 6d. Tei and coffee at 8.30 o'clock, Servant’s board, 6s. per day. Visitors can 
arrange for full board at 8s.6d. per day. BATHS.—Sponge or Hip Bath in Bedroom, 6d. Cold Bathin 
Bathroom, ls, Hot Bath in Bathroom, ls. 6d. FIRES.—Evening Fire, ls. Sitting-room Fire, per 























COOPER COOPER AND CO, not only SELL the 


day, ls. 6d. S Cry erT 7 a 5 
‘A large and well-appointed Drawing Room with grand Piano, spacious Dining, Billiard, and is i. pee cae ORE rn ter ate Sma 
Smoking Rooms. Private Sitting Rooms, from 5s. per day. J COOPER COOPER and CO. have three grades of Black Tea at 2s s 
Day and Night Porters always in attendance, French, German, and Italian spoken. THR atts: Siennda seus pound and these are all first-crop Teas ot 
. 6d., and a : 7 Q - F 





this year’s import, and the finest in the world at their respective 
prices. Some of these Teas have a soft, silky, delicate flavour; 
others, again, possess immense strength and pungency ; in fact, 
among them there are sufficient varieties to suit every taste; but 
they are all alike in this, that each is incomparably the best of its 
respective kind, selected by COOPER COOPER and CO. after 
careful comparison with every other Tea imported this season 
from India and China. Those who are fond of a good cup of Tea 
cannot do better than make a trial of one or other of these choice 
varieties, and the verdict will be, THERE IS NO BETTER THA. 
Samples post free on application to COOPER COOPER and CO. 
Chief Office—50, King William-street, London Bridge, H.C. Branch 
Establishments—68, Bishopsgate-street Within, E.C.; 268, Regent- 
circus, W.; 35, Strand, W.C.; 7, Westbourne-grove, W.; 334, High 
Holborn, W.C., London. 


ESTABLISHED TWO CENTURIES. 


EATON AND DELLER, 


Manufacturers of every Description of 


FISHING TACKLE || "oR 


(BEST QUALITY ONLY), Oduces 
GENUINE RED DEER’S FAT, ls. per Box; Post Free, Is. 3d. 


6 & 7, GROCKED LANE, LONDON BRIDsE, Ec, || COOPER COOPER & CO,, 


One minute’s walk from Monument Station, District Railway. EXCLUSIVE TEAMEN, LONDON. 
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CHAS. FARLOW & CO, 
191, STRAND, London, W.C. 


Mr. CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL’S TURNED DOWN EYED-HOOKS, 
FLIES DRESSED ON THESE HOOKS TO ANY PATTERN. 











‘‘DESIDERATUM” FISHING BASKET, 


Regd. No. 25,692, 
New Catalogue Now Ready. Telephone No. 2620. 


Improved Girth for 
Carrying Basket 
and Net. 


J. WARNER & SONS, 


New 
FOLDING HANDLE 
AND NET. 


HEWELL WORKS, REDDITCH, 


= TO THE FOLLOWING 
SPECIALITIES :— 


HEXAGONAL 


SPLIT GANE RODS, 


- Perfect in Action, Balance and 
= : Finish. Surpassed by none in the 
. Market. 


WARNER’S PATENT IMPROVED EYED SINGLE, DOUBLE, AND TREBLE HOOKS, 


“The most perfect Hook that can be imagined,”—See FIsn1nc GAZETTE, Oct. 
3rd, 1885, 


PATENT BICKERDYKE’ ROD END RING. 


Decreases Friction, prevents Fouling of the Line,and keeps the Rod from warping. 
See Zhe Field of Nov. 27th, 1885, and Jan, 23rd, 1886. 
THE ANGLER’S DEPTH GAUGE (PATENT), 


For enabling the Angler to determine quickly and accurately the depth of any 
water in which he may be about to fish, 


SUPERIOR TROUT FLIES with upright Divided Wings for Dry-fly Fishing, on 
Improved Eyed Hooks or finest Drawn Gut. 
SUPERIOR SALMON FLIES, Standard Patterns, made in the highest style of the art. 


Warner’s Registered Fishing Panniers. 
WARNER’S REGISTERED SEAT BASKETS. 

































































































































NEW “FLY BOOK” for Flies on Eyed Hooks and with Upright Wings. ARTIFI- | 


CIAL BAITS, an immense variety. BRAIDED SILK LINES, warranted pure 
Silk, IMPROVED TROUT and SALMON RODS, LANDING RINGS, &c., &c. 
WHOLESALE ONLY. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
To find the time of high water inthe Thames at any of the following places, to the 
time of high water at London Bridge (given below). 
30 minutes for Chelsea, 


40 i Putney. 
45 if Hammersmith, 
50 7) Barnes, 

Add 55 " Kew. 
75 ¥ Richmond, 
80 5 Twickenham, 
85 , Teddington, 


’ 
Example :—If it is high water at 2 o'clock at London Bridge, it will be high water 
at Teddington about 3.25, or eighty-five minutes later ; but it must be remembered 
that a strong wind accelerates or retards the tide very much, 
For Times oF HigH WATER AT LONDON BRIDGE, 


Morning. Afternoon, 

Saturday, December 25 ae Las 1.34 ie aes 1.57 

{ Sunday, a 26 sas ose 2.18 eos cee 2.38 

j Monday, FA 27 “Re aa 2.58 ACC nee 3.17 

- Tuesday, d: 28 eee aus 3.36 eee tee 3.57 

Wednesday, 53 29 py ia 4,15 ath Ac 44 
"e Thursday, % 30 tas ‘ee 4.51 vee tee 5.9 

. “Friday, » PE toit 0,20 eas 2 has ae ekog 


THE LOWER, THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 

There will be no difficulty in coming to a decision amongst the Thames anglers as 
to spending their Christmas holidays on the river or at their own firesides, as every- 
thing at present affords little prospect of the water getting in condition for angling 
purposes. Those who will suffer most will be the professional fishermen, and 
although they have had one of the best summer's employment they have had for years, 
it is to be feared that their exchequer has run out again, and they are consequently 
unable to do much in the way of Christmas festivities unless some of their patrons do 
it for them. Some years ago one of the anglers who used to fish at Hampton Court 
presen:ed each of the fishermen there with a splendid goose, and the gift was made 
through the secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, This was in the 
‘good old times,” and the men well remember the circumstance, 

RicHMOND.—The report from the tidal district is as follows :—“ The water is quite 
unfishable and has been very unfavourable for punt-fishing—one or two of the 
puntsmen have been out, but caught no fish, A few bank-anglers were out on 
Monday, and one got 94lb. of dace, another 6lb., and another a bream of 2lb., and 
some of the others gota few to take home. The water is falling but very slowly, 
showing what an abundance of water there must have been upwards, as the frost has 
not made much difference to its going away.” 

Sunpury:—The report is from this portion of the river—* None of the fishermen 
have been out.” 

Cuertsry.— The report from this neighbourhood is—“ There has been no fishing ; 
the water is falling and a large quantity of ice is coming down the river.” 








UPPER THAMES. 


Old Father Thames still continues in such a plethoric condition that I can hold 
out very little hope that visitors this side of the New Year can safely be permitted 
to interview him, and even then I fear his most ardent admirers would not recognise 
the usual placid features of their paternal river in the turbid, swollen stream that 
now rushes headlong o’er mead and meadow to the sea. The Thames has been, and 
is is at present, on the rampage; but I am glad to report that Dr. Frost has 
allayed the more alarming symptoms, and that when we get the patient into his 
bed, only rest and quiet are required for perfect convalescence. Anglers must be on 
the gui vive, for as soon as the flood gets well within the banks and the weir gates 
are down the fish will be madly on, and I shall have a takeable and surplus 
budget to report to my angling constituents. I have not any report from my 
usual correspondents at the various fisheries, for the very good reason that 
angling, except for enthusiasts, has been for a week or more quite out of the ques- 
tion. Wednesday evening.—The frost has disappeared and a strong thaw set in. 
This will not improve matters, as it will set free the land and ditch-locked water. 
The water is as yet sinking, and is of a really good colour, so Christmas angling folk 
should not leave all hope behind. To my brethren of the gentle craft I wish a 
happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year, and may all the amenities of the 
season attend them.—MARLOw Buzz, 


Thames (Goring). 

Water going down fastand getting clear. If it keeps fine water will be in good 
order for all sorts of fishing by the end of the week. Prospects at present (Tuesday 
night) look well for Christmas.—JoHN RusH. 

Thames (Windsor). jal : 

With every appearance of a break in the weather at time of writing, and subsi- 
dence of the flood water to the extent of over two feet, in two days anglers may yet 
have a capital water for the Christmas holidays. In three or four days it should 
be in prime order, though if too rapid a thaw, the ice left on the low-lying lands 
may cause a rise and discolour it, Should this latter be the case, some good roach, 
and perch should be had with worms in the lay-byes and eddies, and on submerged. 
mud-banks, which I have found a favourite resort for the heavier class of these ; 
and just off the edge of it, a single-hook salmon-gut paternoster, baited with a 
medium-sized gudgeon or four-inch dace, shou'd give a good account of itself.—B. R. 
BAMBRIDGE, 








Chichester. ee: bet i 

King Frost has this week asserted his supremacy, and skating in most districts has 
usurped the rod. At Chichester the water has been open. A few enthusiasts have 
tried results with but indifferent success. Mr, Wright has taken a well-conditioned 
pike from the basin scaling over 5lb, A few small roach and bream have also been 
landed. A general thaw has now taken place, and hopes of a few days at Selham 
or Chichester during the holidays may be anticipated by those who prefer the 
waterside to home festivities, I wish all brother anglers a festive season,— GEORGE 


F, SALTER, 
Derwent (Matlock). 

The frost has been so severe this week that angling has been almost at a stand- 
still. Iam glad to say it has given way, and, as I write, we are having a nice rain. 
DOTTEREL. : : 

Dove and its Tributaries. 

There has been practically nothing attempted this last week, and we have noti 
heard of anything being taken, The weather has been too keen for the rod alto- 
gether. Skating and shooting have been to the fore. To-day (Wednesday) the 
frost is breaking up, and rain is falling. As there is but little snow, and that little 
is hard frozen, it is not likely to get into the water-courses In sufficient strength to 
interfere with sport in the event of a permanent break-up of the hard frost we have 
been haying.—FostEr Bros., Ashbourne. 

Ilfracombe. ; 

Sea Fishing. Fishermen have had during the past week fairly good catches of 
herring, whiting, and a few hake, the large boats having secured on some drifts 
from 3,000 to 4,500, and smaller boats from 1,500 to 2,000 per boat. Amateurs have 
had some good sport on the pier and jetty with rod and line; many good baskets 
per day have been taken of whiting, pout, conger eel, and tamlin, besides some fine 
codfish, Weather, clear and frosty ; wind, N.N.E.—E. COMER. 

Lake District. ; 

We have just hada week of frost, during which the river has been very low and 
jeopardised the spawning fish. This morning a storm of rain has come, which is 
rapidly bringing the river out. The fish, both salmon and trout, are rapidly falling 
back, and, except for lake fish, the “ redds” are now nearly deserted. The fish that 
still remain are those in the higher reaches, those on the lower ones having already 
returned. There are an exceptional number of salmon of large size lying in Levens 
Park, some of these showing slight signs of disease. A good many trout also seem 
to have been affected, but still it remains local. As with the salmon and trout, the 
Windermere char have now nearly all left the spawning beds, —HPHEMERA, 


Ouse (Huntingdon). 

No fishing has been done this last week, Skating has been all the go, for the 
river has been full and very thick ; but at present it 1s at its general height, but 
much discoloured. In a few days (weather permitting) it will be fishable. Sub- 
scriptions are required for fishing —H. Rovv. 


Trent (Newark). 

A great change has taken place since sending off my last report ; then we had had 
a deluge of rain and a very heavy flood, now King Frost reigns supreme, and has 
pound up all the pools and backwaters in his icy chains, and skaters, not anglers, 
are holding high carnival. Owing to this state of affairs, the river dropped down 
very rapidly, in fact, it went 3ft. level in twenty-four hours, during Saturday and 
Sunday last, and at the time of writing it is in very fair trim for a bit of chub-fish- 
ing. Those anglers who can brave the weather just now will find sport waiting for 
them, in the shape of chub-fishing with pith and brains, unless the weather is too 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


Dec. 25, 1886, 


872 
SS 


keen and freezes the line in the rings of the rod, so that the bait cannot travel 
steadily down to the required distance, A Merry Christmas to all is the wish of— 


THE TRENT OTTER, 
Trent (Nottingham). 

The frosty weather caused the Trent in this district to run down rapidly, and on 
Monday the heavy flood water had disappeared, although leaving traces of ice be- 
hind. There has been no angling possible since our last report. The river has con- 
tinued to recede in a most rapid manner, and on Wednesday there were indications 
of the frost disappearing. The wind veered round into the south, a drizzling rain 
followed, and at the time of writing the wet continued. All the backwaters were 
covered with ice ; but the threatened change will, if it continues, soon melt it, and 
the lovers of the rod may, after all, find themselves profitably employed during the 
Christmas holidays,—THr MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Thermometer twelve degrees below freezing point hardly seems (to some people) 
the weather for standing up to the knees in the river; but plenty of enthusiastic 
anglers have done so during the past week, your humble servant among the number. 
Mr, G. Hellewell had seven nice fish on the Arthington water on Saturday, and Mr. 
BE. A. Moore, of Leeds, had the same number on Monday. I fished the pool length, 
and killed nine fish, weighing 611b, The cold was intense, my line, landing-net, and 
wading stockings being stiff with ice, If the present weather lasts over Christmas 
week, grayling-fishers should have good sport.—FRANcIs M. WALBRAN, 


CLUB REPORTS. 


[ We beg to request Secretaries to post their Reports as early as possible. They 
should be addresesd “ Editor FISHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London,” 
and marked CLUB REPORT outside envelope, and should be as brief as possible. | 











ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The monthly meeting of delegates was held at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell- 
road, on Monday evening, Dec, 20th, Mr. P. Geen in the chair. The minutes of the 
delegates’ meeting of Noy, 15th were read and passed. The president stated that Mr. 
Corble, of the Lea Conservancy, was quite agreeable to Mr. Geen being appointed a 
residential bailiff for the Lea, and his warrant was prepared. The receipt for the 
sum of three guineas sent to the Maidenhead and Bray Association was produced, 
The residential bailiff's report was read. T. Lane, from the Rye House, Hoddesdon, 
reported that an angler had 121b. of roach from the Half Moon Swims, some over 
Ub. ‘I. Verdon reports everything all right at &lapton and Tottenham. Honorary 
bailiffs report :—Mr., Manning: Noy. 28th, Enfield Lock to Broxbourne. He found a 
young man fishing at King’s Weir Bridge who had eight roach, six of them under- 
size, He was evidently a novice, and pleaded ignorance. Mr. M. advised him to 
join a club, and he has taken his advice and joined the “ Queen’s.” Maz, Thorling 
(district officer) had visited the “ Star,” and a collection was made for the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society, also to the Brothers Well Met, fifteen clubs represented ; City 
of London, twenty-three clubs ; Reform and Crown and Buckland, each a friendly 
visit; St. John’s, a smoking concert in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent, when 
£1 1s, 103d, was collected. Messrs, Manning, Ghurney, and Field had visited the 
Grange to open the Benevolent box, the result being £1 Il6s, Od., 
collected in seven months. Mr. Manning had been to the Original Alexandra, 
where 15 clubs were represented. he balance-sheet of the Association for the half- 
year from April 12th to Dec. 10th was exhibited, from which it appears that the 
Association is worth upwards of £300, and it must be borne in mind that every 
good work has been helped, and that with no niggardly hand. Mr. Rich (Grange), 
Mr, Adean (Westbourne Park), and Mr. Manning (Izaak Walton), having spoken, it 
was proposed by Mr. Field, seconded by Mr. Fry, that the balance-sheet be passed 
(carried). Mr, Murphy brought on the following motion, of which notice had been 
given :—“ That a Renting and Preservation Committee be formed, who shall be re- 
sponsible for the proper preservation and renting of all waters under the control of 
our Association, and make a written report of their work during each month to the 
delegates’ meeting.” Resolved the committee consist of nine members, and the presi- 
dent and vice-president cw officio. The following gentlemen were elected :—Messrs. 
Marphy, Manning, Legg, Buttery, Carter, Fairs, Field, Lawes,and Davies. To elect 
their own chairman of committee, and meet at 8 o'clock the first Monday in each 
month. A letter was read from Mr, Atchison, resigning his position as committee- 
man ; it was resolved to accept his resignation, and write him a letter thanking him 
for his services. Mr. Randall was appointed in his stead, Bailiffs to 
patrol parts of the Lea were next asked for, and were at once forth- 
coming, Messrs. Field, Manning, Bunn, Clarke, and Murphy volunteering. 
Mr. Murphy, of the Good Intent, brought a complaint against one of his members 
of taking a fish illegally, and endeavouring to pass it off as a fish taken 
with rod and line in a competition at Denham Long Pound. The cage was brought 
before the members of his club, and the offender was expelled ; but he had not given 
up his privilege ticket, and he requested the secretary (Mr. Ghurney) to apply for 
the return of the same. Mr. Lawes, of the United Brothers, Deptford, asked in what 
relations the Anglers’ Association stood with regard to. the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society, whether they had agreed to receive the member elected by the 
Association to represent us. He was anxious to know this, as his society had determined 
not to send any further subscription to the T.A.P.S. until the Anglers’ Association 
was properly represented. The delegates of the Hammersmith United, Bermondsey 
Brothers, and Good Intent stated that their societies had determined on the same 
course of action. The secretary stated that nothing further had been heard 
from the T.A.P.S. on the matter, Restocking the Lea.—It was proposed 
that a vote of thanks be forwarded to Mr. Childs, of the Lea Con- 
servancy, who was mainly instrumental in obtaining us permission for 
the last netting at Walthamstow, for the great interest he takes in the work of 
this Association, and also that a letter be written to Mr, Bryan thanking him 
for his courtesy in allowing the netting to take place, Carried unanimously. 
The President reported that the business in connection with the preservation of the 
river Stort was progressing in the most satisfactory manner, This being the season 
of Christmas-boxes, it was decided to give the postman 5s., and the hall-keeper £1, 
On the roll being called fifty clubs answered :—Anglers’ Pride, Battersea Friendly, 
Bermondsey Brothers, Brunswick, Burnaby Piscatorials, City of London, Cavendish, 
Convivial, Clapton, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, Dalston, Grown 
and Buckland, Camden and Kentish Town, Good Intent, Grange, Globe, Gresham, 
Greenwich, Hammersmith United, Hoxton Brothers, Izaak Walton, Metropolitan, 
North-Eastern, Prince of Wales, Queen’s, Richmond Piscatorials, Rodney, South 
Hornsey, St. John’s, South London, Sociable Brothers, St. Andrew’s, Turnham 
Green, United Brothers, Victoria, West Ham Brothers, Waltonians, Westbourne 
Park, Mildmay, Waggoners, Poplar Brothers, Rising Sun, Royal Sovereign, Prince 
Arthur, Midland, Stoke Newington, and St. George’s.—H. J. TIBBATTS. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, 

Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 2s. 6d. 

annual subscription from Mr, R, Breedon, Sociable Brothers Angling Society.—R. 


GHURNEY, sec. 
BLACKE FRIARS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held at the Peabody Arms, 
Broadwall, Stamford-street, S.H., on Friday, the 24th inst., Mr. Walter Hutchins 
presiding, with Mr, W. Poole in the vice-chair, The minutes of the previous meet- 
ing and cash accounts were submitted, confirmed, and signed. The secretary is 
obliged to the numerous correspondents who have favoured him with their commu- 
nications in reference to Mr, Harry Dunn’s reading, and in reply thereto begs to 
state that he will have much pleasure in forwarding them tickets of invitation 
when the date is fixed, Other business concluded, the president declared the hooks 








’s pianoforte solo was well received, as were songs by Messrs 
A penn, W. Llewelly, W. Hutchins, Williamson, Scott, and John Smith, The 
meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the chair, vice, and pianist. The gross 
weight of fish remains unaltered. Time flies. The hour-glass 1886 has nearly run 
out, and that of 1887 is waiting to make its début. That it may be a successful one, 
piscatorial and otherwise, is universally wished, Ye Friars beg to thank the Editor 
of the FisHing GAZETTE for his hearty co-operation, and trust that his kindness so 
liberally extended in 1886 will be renewed in 1887. Followers of Izaak Walton 
south of the Thames, Ye Friars ene acknowledge your kindness, and wish you “A 

»__JOHN SMITH, hon. sec, 

parey Ney DRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The ladies’ concert held at the above on Friday last was again well patronised ; 
the books were closed at 9.30, and a very enjoyable evening was opened. Songs 
were rendered by the following members and friends :—Mrs, G. Bryant, Mrs. J, 
Smith, Messrs, Bob Bland, J. 0. Fisher, Walter Robbins, G, Ersser, G, Bryant, J. Cole, 
G Seymour Temlett, and S, Bryan ; Mr. G, André gave his unrivalled entertainment 
on the mandoline, accompanied tby Mr. W. Temlett, who, during the course of the 
evening entertained us with two or three of his selections on the piano, including 
the “Brunswick Galop,” composed by himself, The Brunswick choir sang the 
“Village Blacksmith,” with anvil accompaniment, Mr. J. O, Fisher taking to solo ; 
this arrangement was a decided hit, and will be repeated on some other special occa- 
sion. It being the secretary's birthday, his health was drunk with musical honours, 
as also was Mr, Robbins’s, every member wishing him luck, and a successful tour. 
Messrs. Massey and Langton were out on the 19th; but both hada blank. Mr. H, 
Cullingford, the hero of the 2lb. 4oz. roach, starts on the 25th for the Broads, for a 
week's jacking, Messrs. J, Smith, H. Bryan, Ersser, Depledge, Salisbury, S, Bryan, 
and H, Massey have made arrangements to visit their favourite haunts on the 26th 
and 27th, on which occasion both days’ fishing count as one. The Brunswickers 
wish me to say that they hope all brother anglers will spend A Merry Christmas, 
and enjoy a Happy New Year. The same is the wish of their secretary—STEWART 
vee loidamlgotriin Ei deiecas aha P 

in as held on Monday last, Mr. H. A. Beck in the chair, Te< 
aie tenes d Say ean: and ordinary business transacted. Our chairman had 
two jack scaling 8lb. l4oz. from private Lea water, spinning. ; There will be no 
meeting on Monday next, Our annual Christmas entertainment is fixed for Monday, 
Jan, 17, 1887 ; due notice will be sent to all members. I cordially wish the compli- 
ments of the season to all brother anglers.—HENRY Howsg, hon, sec, 
GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 19th inst. our dear friend and member, Mr. J. Green, saved the club from 
a blank by catching a roach 530z. This he caught from the Apple Orchard, near 
the bank of his favourite river, I wish all anglers a Merry Christmas and a pros- 

—WHITE HArR. 
oem WOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, — . 

The members were out on the 19th inst. to fish for the remaining Christmas, 
prizes, one prize only being won with one roach, taken by J. Jevans.—R, GHURNEY, 
in INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. [ 

Only a few of our members have been out lately ; on the 20th, D, Keep got a nice 
lot of roach and dace weighing 91b. 80z.; on the same day, J. Spratley, 61b. 10oz. 
roach and dace ; on the 21st, J. Conroy, J. Spratley, and D. Keep all had very good 
takes of roach and dace, D,. Keep having two roach which together scaled 21b, 1oz.— 
sai 13) 5. RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 19th inst. several members of the above visited the Thames with the fol- 
lowing result :—Mr. T. Hill came first with a chub of about 121b., and Mr. I. Davies 
second with nearly 1lb. of dace. Mr. J. Wigley also had dace, thus bringing toa 
close the competition for the prizes offered on the 5th inst., the winners of which 
are: 1, Mr. J. Wigley; 2, Mr. J. Smith; 3, Mr. T. Hill; and 4, Mr, I. Davis. At 
the present time the weather isin proper trim, and if it will only continue we ex- 
pect to havesome sport among the jack and perch on the 26th and 27th : in the 
meanwhile, “ A Merry Christmas” to all friends and “ Brother Bobs” at home and 
abroad. Trusting that they may have good sport with their fancy is the earnest wish 
of—Pix1n, [Mr. Hditor,—Please accept the same for yourself, the lady, and all a 
li editors and editresses, HOrA0) 

is NITED DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF WORCESTERSHIRE ANGLING 
SOCIETIES. d 

A meeting of delegates took place at the Plough Inn, Silver-street, Worcester, on 
Saturday last. Mr. R. Wingfield presided, and among those present were Messrs. F, 
Corbett, J. A. Griffin, J. Redding, M. Hirst, H. Parsons, Williams, T..E, Meredith, 
J. Beckley, H. Griffiths, W. J. Mason, A. Lacroix, secretary, and others. The secretary 
read letters received from Mr. J. W, Willis-Bund, That gentleman wrote to say that 
he had told the clerk to put down on the agenda for the next meeting of the Severn 
Fishery Bo.rd that he will move the by-law twice carried by the Board. The 
following resolution was unanimously carried: “That the chairman and secretary 
should ascertain that the notice of motion is looked after, and that the clerk of the 
Severn Fishery Board should post the notices at least 16 days before the meeting.” 
The by-law is proposed to be made under the Salmon Fishery Acts, 1861 to 1886, 
Mr. Hirst proposed, Mr. Griffiths seconded, and Mr. Williams supported, That this 
Committee learn with gratification the cordial manner in which a subscription in 
favour of the widow of the late Mr. EH. Lawrence has been taken up by the Kidder- 
minster Angling Societies, and trust that the friendly feeling evinced by the sub- 
scription may be the augury of cordial future relations between the societies, That 
the subscription in favour of Mrs. Lawrence be warmly recommended to all the 
societies represented upon this committee.” (Carried unanimously.) A vote of con- 
dolence with the widow was also recorded, The Committee was informed that a new 
society had been started at the Red Man Inn, Kidderminster, and the secretary was re- 
quested to write to Mr. D. Perry to receive the support of his club to the district. 
Mr. Meredith proposed, and Mr. Griffiths seconded, “ That for the future the district 
meetings should be held on a Wednesday at @ p.m., So as to secure the attendance of 
many delegates—tradesmen—that cannot leave their shops on Saturdays.” (Carried.) 
Mr. Redding proposed, Mr. Meredith seconded, and Mr. Griffin supported, Mr. F. Cor- 
bett as the anglers’ direct representative on the Severn Fishery Board in the place — 
of Mr. R. Wingfield, not re-elected a member of the board. Carried unanimously, 
amid applause. Mr. Corbett said he was pleased to have been proposed by a delegate 
from Kidderminster, with which town he had long been connected, and to have been 
seconded and supported by two delegates of Worcester, where h2 now resided, and in 
assuring the committee that he would do all that lay in his power to promote 


the interests of the anglers, he regretted that Mr, Wingfield had not 
been re-elected. He hoped that his absence was_ only a temporary 
one, It was with the view of ascertaining the wishes of the anglers 


Mr. Corbett) attended the meeting on Wednesday last, and it 
wept ‘ke same view a he attended the present meeting. He suggested that 
the chairman or secretary should ascertain how many small-meshed nets were used 
between the mouth of the river Verniew and Tewkesbury Weir, with a view to buying 
those nets from the net-fishermen as compensation, and that these nets should be 
kept as trophies by the Angling Societies, so as to show in years to come the instru- 
ments that were used for the capture of white fish. The suggestion met with the 
warmest approval, and a proposition was unanimously carried to the effect that the 
chairman and secretary should ascertain from the clerk of the board how many fisher- 
men pay licenses for their nets, and report at the next meeting. Mr. Wingfield compli- 
mented the delegates upon having secured the services of Mr. Corbett, and spoke in most 
eulogistic terms of that gentleman, his remarks being received with much applause. 
A vote of confidence in Messrs. Corbett and Griffin was unanimously passed. Mr, 
Redding’s proposition that the anglers should not renew their licenses until they 
saw the report of the next meeting of the Board was, after a few remarks from Mr. 
Corbett, withdrawn, The secretary read the balance of accounts since December 2nd, 


Dec. 25, 1886.] 
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1885, up to December, 1886, and tendered his. resignation as District Secretary, 
which, however, was not accepted, and after a few remarks he consented to remain 
in office till March next. It was resolved that the next district meeting should be 
held at Kidderminster, The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the chair- 
man for presiding and to Mr, Corbett for his attendance. 
WAGGONERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only a few of our members were out on the 19th, and they met with very poor 
sport. The next visit on the 8.L.V.L. will go to the above society on Thursday, 
January 6th, when we hope to see a good muster of brother anglers,—J. Russ, sec, 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





M, 8.—We do not know any list of Fish Markets, The “ British Fisheries Directory ” 
gives a list of fish merchants in various towns. It is published by Sampson 
Low and Co., 188, Fleet-street. Price 2s, 6d. 

PooRBEAH,—Send 2s. 6d. in stamps to Sampson Low and Co., 188, Fleet-street, for 
“ Ogden on Fly-Tying.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(Continued from page 365.) 


LOCH LEVEN, 

Srr,—The etymology of Loch Leven, as given by Mr. Grant in “The Walks and 
Wanderings in the World of Literature,” is very far-fetched and misleading. In 
Notes and Queries for December 4th, 1886, there is this paragraph :— 

“TLocu LEVEN.—Perhaps the following curious specimen of popular etymology 
may be interesting tothe readers of Notes and Queries: ‘The origin of the name 
Loch Leven is somewhat curious ;it arose from the circumstance of the number 
eleven frequently occurring in matters connected with the lake. It is eleven miles 
in circumference, the lands of eleven lairdsat one time embraced its waters. There 
are eleven rivers and streams running into it, it contains eleven different kinds of 
fish, and in the adjoining plantations there are eleven kinds of wood. The name 
was therefore originally Loch Eleven, and in course of time the ‘E’ was omitted, 
as at present,’”’ (‘ Walks and Wanderings in the World of Literature,” by the author 
of ‘The Great Metropolis,” 2 vols., Saunders and Olley, 1839.) 

Loch Leven has been measured at. different periods; it was formerly fifteen miles 
in circumference ; it isnow about twelve—never eleven, Its reduction is owing to 
drainage, &c, See Ure’s “Statistical Account of Kinross,” 1797; Walker’s “ Essay 
on Natural History,’ 1812 ; Buchanan, 1845, 

There were formerly, taking the supposed different varieties of the Salmonida, 
thirteen different kinds of fish in the loch—not eleven. There may be eleven 
streams or burns running into the loch ; but there are only two of any size or note 
—the North and South Queichs (see Stoddart). I should doubt the existence of 
eleven lairds or of eleven different kinds of trees, except in the very fertile imagina- 
tion of the author, 

The fact is, the word Leven is common enough ; besides the Loch Leven in Kin- 
ross-shire, there is the river Leven flowing out of it, and running through Fife- 
shire. There is the town of Leven in Largo Bay. There is Loch Leven in 
Argyleshire, and the Leven water in Dumbartonshire ; and then there is the Harl 





of Leven, created 1641, well known in Scottish history, and I do not suppose he 
took his title from number eleven.—I am, &c., EDWARD HAMILTON, 


P.S.—Your correspondent, Mr. Alex, Nicol, in your issue Dec, 11th, could not have 
read my article on “ Loch Leven Trout” very carefully. I say nothing about red- 
fleshed trout in any of the lochs of Perthshire. I only quote Parnell as the authority 
for the existence of Loch Leven trout in Loch Scone, 





GORGE-FISHING. 

S1r,—In the Field of 27th ult., I was rather amused at the answer given toa 
correspondent who was elated at his capture of a 15lb. pike on gorge tackle, possibly 
a trimmer, The following was the reply :— 

“A pike of 15lb. is not a monster; and if it were, to kill it with a gorge-hook is 
no subject for a ‘Te Deum.’” 

This has induced me to write you, with a view to having this live and dead gorge- 
tackle abolished—or, rather, made illegal, so far as the Thames is concerned ; and I 
feel sure no sportsman, in the true sense of the word, will blame me for agitating its 
prohibition, We have now an immense number of small jack in the Thames, which 
will afford sport in the future for those who are not trout, &c., anglers, If, however, 
they are to be persecuted with the gorge-hook, where is the angler that could con- 
vince me he can remove this tackle from the gullet without injury to the fish? 
And though, legully, the fish must be returned—and often are, that they may not be 
found in their possession—what is the use of it? 

My idea of pike-fishing is spinning, paternostering (all single gut), and. live-bait 
snap tackle. With these systems my experience is that 90 per cent. of the fish’are 
hooked well forward, extrication is easy, and the fish, if under size, can be returned 
with but little injury. I have seen with these gorge tackles most revolting ex- 
hibitions of cruelty, and in my young days practised them myself. We are told fish 
do not suffer pain: I have, from experiments, every reason to believe they do, but, 
like many animals, are unable to give utterance to it. _ 

As one dearly fond of Thames trouting, I would like to see all the Thames jack 
taken out and buried ; but this would be selfish in the extreme, as many prefer jack- 
fishing, and never try the trout, there being, perhaps, too much patience and skill 
required. If, however, all the jack were killed off, I feel sure there would be, from 
the trout-fisherman’s point of view, the “subject for a ‘Te Deum,’”—I am, &c., 

B. R. BAMBRIDGE. 

[We have always denounced gorge bait-fishing most strongly ; the practice is not 
nearly so prevalent now as it was. We should much like to see Mr. Bambridge’s 
suggestion carried out, and the use of the gorge-hook made illegal on all association 
waters, and forbidden by private owners of fisheries.—ED. | 


GREAT BUSTARD SKINS, &.—A GOOD WORD FOR THE 
BICKERDYKE ROD-TOP RING. 

S1r,—Will some of your fly-tiers or salmon-anglers kindly inform me what is the 
market value of fine adult great bustard skins, Australian and European ? 

Allow me to add my testimony to the great merits of the Bickerdyke top ring, 
especially for dry fly-fishing. I have usually worn out three top rings of the old 
kind.every trout season, and had constantly to cut off lengths of reel line, frayed out 
by the friction of the worn top ring. Having used a Bickerdyke all last winter for 
jack, I this season adopted the ring for trout, and after five months’ continuous hard 
work the ring is none the worse for wear, and will apparently last another season,— 
Tam, &c., 

Bromley, Kent. 





C, W, GEDNEY. 
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blue. “ How much blue has this fly about it?” says he. A reference to his own 
plate will furnish the answer. 

Finally, that I am correct in my contention I am convinced from a very long and 
intimate acquaintance with some of the best old-school anglers in Westmoreland, 
where the word bea is still in use. 

At a concert given in a country village near here a while ago, one of the vocalists 
brought down the house with a vengeance. Loud cries of ‘encore, encore,’ filled 
the building. One of the rustics, however, who had no knowledge of French, and 
who fancied the audience were calling for some other piece, instantly jumped up 
and cried out, “ Encore be d——, let t’ same chap sing agean!” An incorrect know- 
ledge of the meaning of words not infrequently leads one into mistakes. 

Again thanking you, Mr, Editor, and assuring you that I have done with bloa,— 
Tam, Xe., Wm. NAYLOR, 

Keighley. 

[We think, Mr, Naylor, you must have relied on the charitable characteristics of 
this season of the year. However, as we certainly have a great many readers in the 
North, and as you appear to think their happiness depends on knowing exactly 
what a “bloa” is, we stretch a point and serve up a little more hashed bloa for 
their Christmas dinner ; if it disagrees with them, it is your fault, Mr. N.—ED.] 


WHAT IS A BLOA? 

Srr,—A Merry Christmas to you, and many thanks for your hopeful note at the 
end of friend Naylor’s letter. 

Though I am not a lord, and can “swear and use coarse language” (see Mr. 
Sponge’s sporting tour), yet I endeavour to refrain ; but at the end of perusal of 
said Ietter I was just upon the point of saying, “ Blow the Bloa,” when your note 
caught my eye. 

Again I thank you. Surely we may all parody a well-known rhyme and say— 

* Of bloas ‘ blue’ and bloas ‘ cold,’ 
Of bloas new and bloas old, 
Of bloas ‘keen’ and bloas ‘ sharp,’ 
Of bloas ‘ pale’ and bloas ‘ dark,’ 
Of bloas tender and bloas tough, 
Naylor and Pritt we've had enough.” 
—I an, &c., Marcus H, LEwis. 


Newbury, Dec. 18. 





S1r,—I very cheerfully coincide with your suggestion that enough has been said 
upon bloa.* I must ask you, however, kindly to allow me, in the first place, to thank 
you for affording us so much space for the ventilation of this question ; and, in the 
next place, to say a few words—and they shall be few—more by way of explanation . 
than in the shape of controversy. 





AUTUMNAL GRAYLING-FISHING. 

Srr,—Observing in your last week's issue Mr. Hammill’s comments on Mr. Wal- 
bran’s recent article on grayling-fishing, I, as a practical grayling-fisher, venture to 
give you my opinion of Mr. Hammill’s letter. 

Imprimis, from Mr, Hammill’s remarks, I presume he knows something of grayling- 
fishing with the worm ; but the result of my inquiries are that he doesn’t seem to 
hold a very prominent position among Yorkshire grayling-fishers. He speaks of his 
knowledge of every swim in a very limited portion of the Yore—viz., between North 
Bridge, Ripon, and Bishop Monckton, whereas to my certain knowledge Mr. Walbran 
is practically acquainted with the Yore from the “ Moorcock” above Hawes, right 
away to Bowbridge, and I have good reasons for attesting to this fact, having fished 
with him on most portions of the river. 

Your correspondent also states that within the last few years he has killed “some 
stone weight” of grayling on the Yore and Wharfe, but I venture to assert that he 
hasn’t killed as many ounces as Mr, Walbran has pounds, and this fact would not be 
difficult to prove. 

To deal with his letter seriatim, I should think that “three yards of the finest 
gut” is not a misprint, as my opinion is that a good lengthy lash of fine gut or hair 
adds materially to your success. As to the shotting of the bottom recommended by 
Mr. Walbran, I can only say it is the style principally adopted by the most expert 
of our Yorkshire grayling-fishers, and it has undoubtedly been proved, and practi- 
cally too, to be the most successful. 

I should judge from Mr. Hammill’s remarks that the “extreme head” of the 
streams he recommends one to fish is analogous to the “ extreme tail ” recommended 
by Mr. Walbran, and where good grayling are usually found. 

I don’t think Mr, Hammill can tell Mr. Walbran anything about the grayling- 
fishing in any of our Yorkshire streams ; and as to practical tests—well, “ the proof 
of the pudding is in the eating.” 

I really do hope Mr. Hammill may meet Mr. Walbran on some one of his many 
grayling-fishing excursions, for if ever he had done so he would have considered a 
letter commenting on Mr. Walbran’s article quite unnecessary, and that his own 
quotation, “ tak’ a-thout, an’ mend” would have been very applicable to himself,— 
Iam, &e., 

Leeds, Dec. 20. GEO, HELLEWELL, 


To the vast majority of anglers south of North-West Yorkshire, this discussion 
can have but little interest, I admit; but to those north of that dividing line it is 
of great interest, because it strikesat the very root of the nomenclature of our angling 
flies, If Mr. Pritt’s definition of blea had been allowed to pass unchallenged, and 
had received acceptance at the hands of the rising generation of anglers, confusion 
worse confounded than that even now existing would have been the result. And 
that is the reason I broke silence. Mr. Pritt knows very well that my protest was 
not for the sake of opposition, but for the sake of clearing up what to anglers un- 
acquainted with these northern words—now rapidly falling into disuse—must have 
been very perplexing. Iam sure that the labour has not been lost. Imaintain that 
blea means pa’e blue, and that those northern fly-fishers who first fabricated bloa 
flies, so called them for the reason that they were blea in colour. And just as a 
dyer designates his different shades of blue by the distinguishing words, indigo, navy, 
Royal, Oxford, sky, &c., so the olden craft indicated the depth or delicacy of the 
blueness of their “bloas” by the qualifying words, waterhen, snipe, merlin hawk, 
fieldfare, &c., the feathers of which birds are of different shides of blue, I forbear, 
however, to enlarge further, though it would be an easy task to do so. 

“ An Old Rod” who ‘has fished the North-country streams for forty years,’ and 
“ who always understood,” &c., &c., has, I fear, gone on the old lines of taking things 
on trust, without asking the “ reason why.” 


“ A primrose by the river’s brim 
A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more.” 


A blo was a bloa ; something, or anything, or nothing, as the case might require it 
to be. As to his other objections, if “An Old Rod” will take the trouble to look at 
the plates in Jackson’s “ Practical Fly-Fisher,” he will find the olive bloa is coloured 
with wings of a distinctly blue shade, and so also is the yellow-legged bloa ; and 
what is more remarkable still, the wings of the olive bloa in Mr. Pritt’s own plates 
are also tinted blue, although he laughed immoderately at the bare idea of an olive- 








* Looks like'st—Ep, 
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FISHING REELS AND FISHING YARNS. 

Srr,--I notice in the last issue of GAZETTE a paragraph relating to the antiquity 
of the fishing reel and its probable shape in the early days of its existence. Upon 
these points, that quaint old sporting book, “The Gentlemen’s Recreation,’ by 
Nicholas Cox, gives the following interesting particu ars :— 

“There isa way of trolling for pike with an hazle-r-d of 12ft. long, with a 
ring of wire on the top of the rod for the line to run through. Within 2ft. of the 
bottom of the rod there is a hole made to put in a wind, to turn with a barrell, to 
gather up the lineand loose it at pleasure.” 

There are some of the “ tallest” fish stories in this old book that were ever told, 
and maybe it would interest a portion of your readers if I were to quote one or two 
of these yarns. 

He tells us, for instance, that “In the year 1180, near Oxford in Suffolk, there was 
a fish taken in the perfect shape of a man, He was kept by Bartholomew de Glanvile, 
in the Castle of Oxford, above half a year ; but at length, not being carefully looked 
after, he stole to the sea, and was never seen after. He never spoke; but would eat 
any meat that was given him, especially raw fish, when he had squeezed out the 
juice. He was often had to church, but never showed any sign of adoration | ” 
How is that for the copper kettle? 

Then there is the story of the Scolopendra, concerning which old Nicholas Cox 
breaks into verse, and this is what he says :— 


“ But if the Scolopendra have suck’d in 
The sowre sweet morsel of the barbed pin, 
She hath as rare a trick to rid her from it, 
For instantly she all her guts will vomit ; 
And having cleared them from the danger, then 
She fair and softly sucks them in again ; 
So that not one of them within her womb 
Changeth his office or his wonted room,” 


We have next an account of a torpedo or cramp fish, that when hooked will send 
her poison up the rod and line, paralysing the angler’s hands and arms; hut the 
queerest story of all is that of the sargus, and concerning this fish the old author must 
again be allowed to speak for himself :—‘ The sargus is a fish so lascivious (as Du- 
Bartas expresseth it rarely well) that when he cannot find change of mates enough 
in the sea, he will goashore and cuckold a goat.” 


“ Goes courting the she-goats on the grassy shore, 
Horning their husbands that had horns before.” 


These few excerpts say something for the confiding nature of fishermen of a 
bygone time ; there were no “scoffers ” then,—I am, &c., 


Bromley, Kent, C, W. GEDNEY, 





FISHING NEAR ST, NEOTS. 

S1r,—I was much amused and somewhat pleased while reading the remarks of 
“A, R, H.” in the Fishing GAzerte of Nov. 20, and with his permission will add a 
few of my own, as an old Ouse angler. Well, Sir, the stretch of water below St. 
Neots Bridge is only a mile, free to fish, and then from the bridge upwards to 
Eaton Mill ; but this portion of the water is poached very heavily. It is only a 
fortnight ago two fellows netted it with “ bush nets” (the most fatal of all nets 
in flood and winter time), and covered their boat’s bottom with pike. 

Then, as regards the water above Eaton Mill, every yard of itis strictly preserved ; 
and as for the little stream Ivel, why, Sir, it is almost a crime to look atit. It is 
well stocked with large trout, and guarded as closely as a nobleman’s pheasantry. 


I feel sure “ A. R. H.” will excuse me setting this part of his otherwise excellent 

description right, lest a “rush” might be made by your readers, and disappointment 

ensue.—I am, Xc., WoRMBY, 
LARGE ALASKA SALMON. 

S1r,—With regard to “ Jock Scott’s” letter in your issue of the 11th inst., I beg to 
offer some reliable information about the Alaska salmon, as I think your answer 
rather short, to say the least of it. 

Professor David T, Jordan writes : “In Alaska and Kamtchatka this species (the 
Quinnat or California salmon, Oncorhynchus chowicha) is known as the ‘King 
Salmon,’ and as ‘ Choweecha’ or ‘ Tchawytcha’ to the Russians. In Frazer River it 
is called by the Musquam name of ‘Sah-Kwey’; in Puget Sound it is called the 
‘Columbia River Salmon.’ On the Columbia River the name ‘ Chimooh Salmon’ is 
in universal use. The Quinnat salmon reaches a weight of 60lb. to 901b., 
being the largest of the salmon family, The average weight is, however, much 
less, After entering fresh water they do not feed, and they continue their 
ascent until the season for spawning actually overtakes them. Often they ascend 
hundreds of miles, until they are almost worn out, and after the spawning act all 
that have thus ascended die. . . . The salmon take no food in fresh water. In 
the head-waters of the rivers, in the clear water, they (at least the males) will some- 
times take an artificial fly. In the ocean they take a trolling bait readily.” 

Mr. Elliott's statement that “ examples of this specimen have a recorded weight of 
1001b, each” seems probable enough, although he may have confounded the record of 
this species with that of the “ Namaycush,” or Lake Trout (Salvelinus Namaycush), 
which, according to Professor George Brown Goode, attains the weight of 1201b. 
The “Chowichah” (as Elliott writes it), or California salmon, is now carried all 
over the world in the form of food (‘‘ canned ”),—I am, &c., 

Helsingfors, Finland, Dec. 15th. 


ALEX, HINTZE, 


DINNER TO THE THAMES RIVER KEEPERS, 


Srr,—Kindly allow me to acknowledge, with my best thanks, the receipt of con- 
tributions from the following donors :—Sir J. W. Ellis, Bart., M.P., the Mayor of 
Kingston, Capt. Adams, Capt. Alfred, Capt. Scrivener, Messrs. Shynn, Hadley, J. 
Spraggon, G, H. Harrison, T, Plews, W. A. Mitcheson, J. T. Davenport, Burrows and 
Cole, C. Miles, T. R. Sachs, J. R. Berry, J. W. Gant, F. H. Lemann, J. C. Chubb, 
G. Woods, A. K. Davis, Dr. Willett, Alfred Woodroof, J. Wood and Son, Young and 
Co., 8. W. Searle, Hillearays and Lazard, H. Cosier and Co., A. Vertue, J. H. Wim- 
bush, E, M, Williams, and C. H. Woodall. There is still a great deficiency, as in 
small subscriptions it takes a great many to provide for thirty recipients.— 


Tam, &c. 
Te Tronmonger-lane, Cheapside, Dec. 23. W. H. BrouauamM, Sec, T.A.P.S, 


RANDOM NOTES.-CARP AND BREAM IN LEADENHALL MARKET, 


Sr1r,—Being in Leadenhall Market on business last Thursday, December 16th, I 
was surprised to see, exposed for sale, quite a hundredweight of carp—with here and 
there a small tench—the greater number of which did not weigh more than lb. It 
seems to me that, had the fact been made known that such a splendid supply of fish 
could have been obtained alive at a fair price, purchasers might have been found, 
They were asking 8d. per pound for them. The opposite slab was literally covered 
with bream from 1b, to 3lb, each ; the price asked was 6d, per pound,—I ames 

oy 








THE 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS FUND SOCIETY. 





FUNDS 
The Acoumulated Funds exceed E 
The Annual Revenue exceeds A 


THE LARGEST FUNDS AND REVENUE POSSESSED BY ANY 


THE WHOLE 


AND REVENUE. 


LIFE ASSURANCE INSTITUTION 


£9,200,000 
£1,100,000 


IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


PROFITS 


Are divided among the Members in Bonus Additions to their Policies, computed in the compound form—i.e., on Original Sums Assured 
and previous Bonus Additions attaching to the Policy—an intermediate Bonus calculated on the total sum being also added to Policies 


between Divisions ; thus, practically an 


Annual Division of Profits 


is made among the Policyholders, founded on the ample basis of seven years’ operations, yielding to each his equitable share down to date 


of death, in respect of every premium paid since the date of the Policy. 


The following Tables will show 


THE SUPERIORITY OF THE SOCIETY'S BONUS SYSTEM, 


in its effect on payments under Policies of £1,000. 




















BONUSES EFFECT OF INTERMEDIATE BONUSES, 
eet etka 1880. : Accumulated since December, 1880. 
B if On Sum Assured Excess of Society’s Sum Assured and Intermediate Bonus: | Total after Payment | y. Centre! 
Year of Entry. | On Original Sum and Bonuses. Bonus. Bonuses, 1880. 1881-86, of 1886 Premium. Ley: 
r) lo A A a Re C9 Ed “ti ‘y Tap = e or Q 9D) 770 9 6 1824 
2 ON) Se 0) £271 0 11 £152 0 11 £2,548 14 10 £221 lf 8 £2,770 
1831 VO) 0) 245 11 5 126 11 5 2;3809 © 311 200 18 O 2,510 it oa 1831 
1838 119° 0 «0 PANS AGE a 96 111 2,026 18 9 176 6 11 2.203 45 8 1838 
1845 I Oe) TS ie LON 2 : 68 19 2 RCo be ash ate! Losels 2 1,921 3 10 1845 
1852 LIS) 0 0 166 0 2 47 0 2 1561 0 5 135; 161 1,696 16 6 1852 
1860 LTS 0270 145 5 0 26 5 O 1,365. 17. 2 PSS Gn 7 1,484 13 9 1860 
1865 tL9S Ome O 136 18 6 17 18 6 1,287 10 11 112 0 4 1,399 1l 3 | 1865 
1874 LS ORs0 if ee? | ee) _ eT FeO sO Vie DAA: eee 0) 1874 





























No Bonus is payable if death occur within five years of the date of the Policy. 


BONUS YEAR 1887. 


The Profits of the Seven Years, to 31st December, 1887, will be divided among the Members at the immediately following Annual 
Meeting, and all Participating Policies issued during the year 1886 on the annual scale of premium (half-yearly premiums proportionally), 


will then rank for 


Two Full Years’ 


Bonus Additions. 


Prospectus and Form of Proposal for Assurance sent on Application. 


EDINBURGH (Head Office): 9, ST. ANDREW SQUARE. 


LONDON : 28, Cornhill, E.C. 


GLASGOW ; 114, West George Street. 
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SPLENDID TROUT-FISHING IN NEW ZEALAND. 

Srr,—I send you an extract from the Lyttelton Times of this date, with an account 
of some fine fakes of trout. Mr. Fitzgerald is a gentleman who has come to New 
Zealand expressly, I believe, to enjoy the fishing.—I am, &c., 

Christchurch, New Zealand, Noy. 5. HH. WYNN-WILLIAMS, 


The following is the extract from the Lyttelton Times :— 


“The warmer weather that has prevailed for the past week has caused a revival 
among the Temuka anglers. Fish have been biting freely, and some good takes have 
been made. During the week Mr.C. Horseman caught a 12-pounder at his first cast 
of the season. On Thursday Mr. Fitzgerald and party caught eight fish, weighing 
40lb. These were all taken in the Opihi. At the crossing by the Temuka bridge, 
Mr. Boyd Thompson took two in succession—one 41b., the other 121lb, Mr. Velvin 
also took two nice fish, weighing about 15lb., but had the misfortune to lose a por- 
tion of his tackle. At Winchester, a somewhat singular thing happened. Mr. A. J. 
Young was fly-fishing in the Waihi river, and hooked a small fish about 7in. long. 
It was barely hooked before it was seized bya larger fish of about 2lb. weight. Both 
were safely landed, the little one being quite dead, and showing, by its torn sides, the 
vigorous bite it had received. One or two monthly records are to hand. Of these, 
Mr. Nicholas, the veteran fisherman, heads the list with 84 fish, weighing 2545lb., ; 
next comes Mr. Flint, with 31 fish, weighing 94lb.; Mr. Gray, 28 fish, 83lb.; and 


Boxing DAY AND OLymMPIA,—The railway companies are making special arrange- 
ments for conveying visitors on Boxing Day to Olympia, the new National 
Agricultural Hall, at Addison-road Station, to witness the first performance of the 
Great Hippodrome of Paris at 2.0 and 7.30, The Great Western and Metropolitan 
Railways will run a regular quarter-hour service; and there will be increased 
facilities on the District Railway to West Kensington Station, which is a few 
minutes’ walk from the National Agricultural Hall. 
provide for the large crowds which are sure to attend this show during Christmas 


Mr. J. C, CHUBB, a member of the Committee of the T.A.P.S., was on Tuesday last 
unanimously elected on the Court of Common Council, as a representative of the 
ward of Castle Baynard, which is presided over by Mr. Alderman Dayid Evans, a 
liberal supporter of the T.A.P.S. 


\N WANTED, a Partner with £150 Capital. New Shop, Engine, Machinery, and Plant just been put 
down. Good Interest and Security offered.Apply in the first place to MANAGER of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter-lane, London, E.C. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS.—With the darkening days and changing temperatures the digestion becomes 
impaired, the liver disordered, and the mind despondent, unless the cause of the irregularity be expelled 
from the blool and body by an alterative like these Pills. They go directly to the source of the evil, 
thrust out all impurities from the circulation, reduce distempered organs to their natural state, and 
correct all defective and contaminated secretions. Such easy means of instituting health, strength, and 
cheerfulness should be in the possession of all whose stomachs are weak, whose minds are much harassed, 





Mr, Velvin, 15 fish, 7431b. 
weight.” 


Mr. Velvin’s take included fish of 93, 10, and 12lb. 





or whose brains are overworked. Holloway’s is essentially a blood-tempering medicine, whereby its 
infiuence, reaching the remotest fibres of the frame, effects a universal good. 
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R. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S 
CHLOIRODYNE.—Dr, J. C. BROWNA (late 
Army Medical Staff) DISCOVERED a REMEDY 
to denote which he coined the word CHLORO- 


DYNE. Dr. Browne is the SOLE INVENTOR, and, | 


as the composition of Chlorodyne cannot possibly 
be discovered by Analysis (organic substances 
defying elimination), and since the formula has 
never been published, it is evident that any state- 
ment to the efiect that a compouni is identical 
with Dr. Browne’s Chlorodyne must be fulse. 

This Caution is necessary, as many persons de- 
ceive purchasers by false representations. 


R. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S 
CHLORODYNE.—Vice Chanceller Sir W. 
PAGE WOOD stated publicly in court that Dr. J. 
COLLIS BROWNE was UNDOUBCEDLY the 
INVENTOR of CHLORODYNE, that the whole 
story of the defendant Freeman was deliberately 
untrue, and he regretted to say it had been sworn 
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8 CHOLERA, 


DIARRAEA. DYSENTERY: 
GENERAL BOARD of HEALTH, London, 
REPORT that it ACTS as a CHARM, one dose 
generally sufficient. 

Dr. GIBBON, Army Medical Staff, Calcutta, 
states :—“TWO DOSES COMPLETELY CURED 
ME OF DIARRHGA.” 

From SYMES and Co., Pharmaceutical Chemists, 
Simia. Jan. 5, 1880. 

To J, T, DAVENPORT, London. 

DEAR SIR,—We congratulate you 
widespread reputation this jas"ly esteemed medi- 
cine has earned for itself all over the Hast. Asa 
remedy of general utility, we much question 
whethera better is imported, and we shall be glad 
to hear of its finding a place in every Anglo- 
Indian home. Tue other brands, we are happy to 
say, are now relegated to the native bazaars, and, 
judging from their sale, we fancy their sojourn 
there Will be but evanescent. We could mulsiply 
instances ad injsinitum of the extraordinary efficacy 
of DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 
CHLORODYSNE in Diarrhea and 
Dysentery, Spasms, Cramps, Neuralgia, the Vomit- 
ing of Pregnancy, and as a general sedative, that 
have occurred wnder our personal observation dur- 
ing many yeirs. In Choleraic Diarrhoea, and even 
in the more terrible forms of Cholera itself, we 
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We have never used any other form of this medi- 
cine than Collis Browne’s, from a firm conviction 
that it is decidedly the best, and also from a sense 
of duty we owe to the profession and the public, as 
we are of opinion that the substitution of any 
other than Collis Browne’s is a deliberate breach 
of faith on the part of the chemist to precriber and 
patient alike.-— We are, Sir, faithfully yours, 
SYMES and. CO., Members of the Pharm. Society of 
Great Britain, His Excellency the Viceroy’s Chemists. 
R. J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 
CHLORODYNE isthe TRUE 
PALLIATIVE in 
NEURALGIA. GOUT, OANCER, 
TOOTHACHE, RHEUMATISM. 
DE. J. COULIS BROWNE’S 
CHLORODYNE is a liquid medicine 
which assuages PAIN of EVERY KIND, affords a 
calm, refreshing sleep WITHOUT HEADACHE, 
and INVIGORATES the nervous system when ex- 
hausted. 
R. J. COLLIS BROWAE’S 
CHLORODYNE rapidly cuts short all 
attacks of 
PILEP3Y, SPASMS, COLIC, PAL- 
PITATION, HYSTERIA, 
MPORTANT CAUTION.—The IM- 
MENSE SALE of this REMEDY has given 
rise tc many UNSCRUPULOUS IMITATIONS, 
Be careful to observe Trale Mark. Of all Chemists. 
Is. 1$d., 2s, 9d, and 4s. 61. 
SOLE MANUFACTURER, 
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EDWARDS’ 


DESICCATED 


Soup 


A Preparation consisting of Extract of Beef and 
Vegetables in a dry state. Found by gentlemen 
shooting and fishing to be invaluable, and is 
strongly recommended by the medical profession. 
Sold in 31b., 3]b., avd llb. tins by all grocers 
throughout the kingdom. loz, makes a basin of 
nutritious soup in a few minutes, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS: 


F. KING & CO. (LimiteDd), 


26, WARING STREET BELFAST, 
AND 
6, BISHOPSGATE AVENUE,-LONDON. 


Samples, with reports, sent free to any address 
on receipt of 34d. in stamps. 


BUSHMILLS 


PURE OLD 


MALT WHISKY 


FIRST PRIZE MEDAL, CORK, 1883. 


EXTRACT FROM JUDGES’ AWARD. 
“SECTION £.—MALT WHISKY.—The 
place of hononr here was obtained by No. * 





to.—See the Times, July 13th, 1864, have witnessed its surprisingly controlling power. 





Fishing Rods, 
Punts, 
Fishing Tackle, 
Boats, 
Fishing Bait, 
Canoes, 
Lawn Tennis, 
Yachts, 
Billiard Tables, 
Guns, 
Dogs & Horses, 
Bicycles, 
Carriages & Carts, 
Tricycles, 
&e., &c.. 





or by HXCHANGEH, 


Price 2d. 








MA OUVOW NHI FREE. 


SATIS READY G'S Soc SHAKES PEARE 


OW READY, “post free,” our new Shakesperian Text and 
Illustrated Catalogue of High-class Watches, Clocks, and Jewellery. In- 
valuable to Anglers and Clubs selecting prizes for competition. SOLID SILVER 
WATCHES, 12s. to £5. SOLID GOLD WATCHES, 25s. to £35. Our Sterling 
Silver ENGLISH LEVERS, capped and jewelled, 50s., the DEPENDENCE LEVER 
50s.. and CHRONOMETER LEVER, 60s., are three of the finest Workmen’s 
Watches in the world. Our Lady’s Silver Crystal Watch at 2ls.,and Gentle- 
man’s SILVER CRYSTAL WATCH at 18s. 6d. are the masterpiece of the present 
day. Goldand Silver Jewellery at WHOLESALE PRICES. Ladies’ Solid 9-carat 
Hall Marked Dress Rings, set pearls and rubies, 3s. 6d.; Gold Brooches, 5s.; Ear- 
rings, 3s.; Pencil Cases, 2s. 6d.; Lockets, 3s.6d. Solid Silver Brooches, 10d. ; 
Pre IID Earrings, 8d.; Lockets, 1s. 3d.; Necklets, 3s.; Pencil Cases, 1s.; Hall Marked 
Name Brooches, ls, 6d.; any name same price. ‘Gentlemen’s Solid Silver Alberts, 5s.; Scarf Pins, 6d. 
Above are all genuine Gold and Silver Goods guaranteed. Our Magnificent New Catalogue ,containing 
over 600 Engravings of every description of High-class Watches, Clocks, and Jewellery, 112 pages of 
Instructions and Testimonials from all parts of the world, is now ready, and will be forwarded post 





Watch Clubs supplied. 
Clerks of Works, Foremen,and Canyassers wanted to form Watch, Clock, and Jewellery Clubs. 


MM URTR ONT 


AY be PROCURED of DISPOSED 
of with the utmost Kase, Cer. 
tainty, and Dispatch, either for MONKY 


BAZAAR, EXCHANGH AND MART,” 
which can be had of all Newsagents, 


OFFICE: 


J.T. DAVENPORT, 33, Gt. Russell St., W.C. 16 (Bushmills), I firmly believe the future 


of the best quality and mest nutritious 
description of Irish Whisky lies here.” 


» AWARDED 
GOLD MEDAL, LIVERPOOL, 1886. 


This Whisky is considered by the medical 
faculty to’be superior to the finest French 
Brandy, and as such will be found an ex- 
cellent substitute, 

May be had in Cases and Casks. 


FOR SAMPLES AND QUOTATIONS APPLY TO THE 


Bushmills Old Distillery Co. 


(LIMITED). 


OFFICES AND STORES: 
HILL STREET, BELFAST, 


Howletoun Fishery, 


STIRLING, N.B. 


Send for Price List of OVA, FRY, 
YEARLINGS, and TWO-YEAR-OLDS of 
S. LEVENENSIS, S, FARIO, and 8S, FON- 
TINALIS. ; 


Information on all matters connected 
with Fish-Culture, 


THE HISTORY OF HOWIETOUN, 


PART L., 
Post Free, 21s. 6d. 


a} ioe Ue 


SECRETARY, 


HOW(ETOUN FISHERY, STIRLING, B.B, 
BURGHLEY PARK 


FISH BREEDING 
ESTABLISHMENT. 


Orders are now being booked for Yearling 
Trout and Trout Fry. Delivery to com- 
mence January, 1887, A few BLACK 
BASS for SALE at reduced rates, 


_W, T, SILK, STAMFORD, 





through “THE 





“Tike all grand conceptions, the process is 
remarkable for its simplicity.”—Z'he Globe, 


170, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 








Blocks of all kinds of 


FISH, TACKLE, RODS, FLIES, HOOKS, & 


for Ornamenting 


CLUB CARDS & RULES, 


and for 
Trade Catalogues. 
free on application.—B, MEEKS and CO., Wholesale Jewellers, 21 and 22, Charlotte-street, Birmingham. | Designs of Fish, &c.,supplied without extra charg 


Reference permitted to the Manager of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, 188, Flect-street, London, ; 


. 


The other railways will also ~ 














J. T. ORAGE. 


Stationer § Bookseller, 
182, HIGH ST, CLAPHAM, 
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